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John Otto of Newton peers through the marble tower he built for the Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale, which is April 13 and 14 in
Hutchinson. 

Mayor David Nygaard passed
away at his home in Newton this
week at age 70.

According to a friend, a neigh-
bor requested a welfare check of
Nygaard after not seeing him.
Police went to the house in the
1200 Block of Grove on Tuesday
afternoon and found Nygaard on
the property, deceased. 

Commissioners noticed the ab-
sence of Nygaard at the city
commission work session and
meeting that evening, but were
not told of his passing until after
the meeting, as law enforcement
were working to notify Ny-
gaard's family. His family has
been notified.

“We were all shocked to learn
the news,” Commissioner Barth
Hague said. “Every one of us
was surprised and saddened to
learn of Dave's passing. I know
that Dave suffered with a good
bit of chronic pain. Despite that,
it was very important for him to
finish his public life as mayor. I
think we were all hoping he

would be able to serve out his
year.”

Nygaard had a long career oc-
cupying leadership positions in
Newton. 

Nygaard served as mayor of
Newton, board of education pres-
ident, Rotary Club president,
United Way of Harvey County
president, and president of the
Harvey County Historical Soci-
ety. 

He was a member of the
American Legion, VFW, and Dis-
abled American Veterans.

Nygaard worked as a U.S.
Navy Master Chief, financial ad-
visor and banker. He served in
both the Vietnam and Gulf

Wars.
He was preceded in death by

his wife, LaVerna Nygaard, who
he served as a caretaker for and
was married to for 44 years. 

Nygaard is survived by his
daughters, Nichole Daniels of
Topeka and Natalie Loerger of
Manhattan. 

Mayorship of the City of New-
ton is a primarily ceremonial
title, meaning there are no state
statutes governing what hap-
pens in the result of a mayor
passing away. 

City Public Information Offi-
cer Erin McDaniel said that
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Newton Police made a
hand off to Wichita au-
thorities after apprehend-
ing a woman with identity
information belonging to
32 separate individuals. 

At 1:50 p.m. on April 6,
police made a traffic stop
of a stolen vehicle at mile
marker 28 of Interstate
135.

Upon searching the ve-
hicle, they found more
than 60 identification
cards, including social se-
curity cards and bank
cards belonging to a com-

bined 32 in-
dividuals.
They also
found 5.5
grams of
metham-
phetamine
and a half
gram of
what they

believe to be heroin. 
Upon investigation, Lt.

Scott Powell said police
believe the driver of the
vehicle, Ashea Dewalt, 42,
of Wichita, stole a person’s
identity, bought the

What decision comes
first?

“That’s the million dol-
lar question,” Board Mem-
ber Allen Jantz said.

The conversation began
around the Newton Board
of Education’s board goals
and appears to have set
the table for what could be
a fruitful upcoming work
session.

Board members took
turns at Monday’s meet-
ing pondering some of the
larger policies for the
school district: grade con-
figuration, boundaries,
class sizes, elementary
schools and thematic and
project-based learning.

No one made a signifi-
cant push one way or the

other on any of the issues. 
But in the discussion,

Board Members Jennifer
Budde and Angela Becker
pushed for the school
board to make decisions
for the future of the school
district. 

“We need to set a num-
ber of these policies to be
firm on,” Becker said. She
said the district could fig-
ure out its direction and
then use that direction in
proceeding with a bond.

“I wish there was a way
for us to organize our-
selves to discuss what de-
cisions do we need to
make first,” she said.

Budde also said that the
district might need to fig-
ure out how to meet space
needs at Santa Fe and
Chisholm Middle School,
without a bond issue, as

Newton School
Board members
call for decisions 
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Thirty-two different
people’s identities
lead to one arrest 
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DewaltGrowing up Amish on an Illi-
nois farm, Newton resident
John Otto used to tinker around
in his dad’s workshop, and the
first thing he ever made was a
paddle for a game called Buck. 

The retired Mennonite minis-
ter said now he’s done wood-
working throughout his

adulthood.
He’s built everything from the

hutch and table in his and his
wife, Edna’s, dining room to the
bedroom suite in the master
bedroom to the entire house in
which they live. He started his
career working in construction
and ended up a Mennonite min-
ister, helping people build their
lives. 

Regarding their home, Otto
said he worked on it a long time
with his sons.

“Spent two years doing it,” he
said.

Otto had his brother buy the
walnut wood for the bedroom
suite at an auction another one
of their brothers was having,
since Otto couldn’t go. However,
the brother wasn’t able to secure
a good enough bid to win it, so
the brother asked the guy who
did win it what he could pay
him for it. Otto had authorized

Not losing his marbles
Newton resident builds towers for Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale
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Gerrel Shirk can attach this large saw to his skid steer.

Rural Newton resident Gerrel
Shirk can cut down a tree with
a 10-inch-wide trunk in a quar-
ter of a second, even before the
tree knows what hit it.

He does that with a giant saw
he invented, which he attaches
to a skid steer, and it can go 20
feet in the air. He uses it to
trim hedgerows horizontally
and vertically.

They say necessity is the
mother of all inventions, and
Shirk had a need.

“I'm basically a designer and
a welder and an inventor, so I

couldn't buy anything I needed
that I wanted to do,” Shirk said,
sitting at his dining room table
in his log cabin home. “There
was nothing on the market.”

He said he got into side trim-
ming hedgerows and that his
invention is on its third or
fourth generation. Shirk proba-
bly made the first one 15 years
ago. He said he's made it with
different scenarios, and now it
has a direct drive off of a hy-
draulic motor. The saw runs by
hydraulics off a skid steer and
has a hydraulic motor that
spins the cutting blade. His is
the only saw like it in existence.

“I can go 20 foot in the air,”

Local inventor mows down obstacles
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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� Mayor David Nygaard
found dead in home Tuesday.

David Nygaard
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FBI, NPD searching for Newton bank robber 

As of press time, no ar-
rest had been made, but
Newton Police were fol-
lowing leads on a bank
robbery suspect they be-
lieve to have identified. 

On Monday, around
5:45 p.m., a man walked
into the First Bank loca-
tion at 1404 S. Kansas
next to the South Dillons
building.

The man did not show
a weapon, according to
police. He then left with
an unreleased amount of

cash. 
Law enforcement re-

sponded and initially be-
lieved the suspect to be
headed south. 

“For the first 20 min-
utes out there, we
thought he left on foot,”
Powell said. “We started
pulling surveillance
footage and saw he got in
a car.”

Police are now looking
for a silver passenger
car, possibly a Honda
Civic or Kia.

The police pulled sur-
veillance footage from
the bank and have pro-
vided a photo of the sus-
pect. The suspect

appears to be around 5-
foot-8-inches, 170 to 200
pounds with light com-
plexion and brown hair. 

Following the release
of the photo via social
media, Powell said tips
began to stream in.

“We've had a lot of
tips,” he said. 

They ask anyone who
recognizes the man in
the photo or has informa-
tion on the robbery to
contact the police depart-
ment.

Check out harveycoun-
tynow.com for updates. 
We will update the story
as new information be-
comes available. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
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COURTESY PHOTO

Newton Police
released this
picture of the
suspect in the
First Bank
Robbery on
Monday. They
ask for help in
the search
and for any-
one with info
to contact
them.

It might be a side effect
of becoming an aunt, but
my eyes seem to be drawn
to all kinds of cute things
lately.

The cookie recipe I’m
sharing with you this
week was one of those
cute items I found online
and just had to try. I then
immediately messaged
my sister with a photo,
noting that they’d be good
child’s birthday party
fare.

Considering my niece is
only five months old, I
might be jumping the gun
a bit, but luckily, my sis-
ter never stifles my unbri-
dled, “I’m going to spoil
the stuffing out of you” at-
titude.

Of course, aside from
being cute, these cookies
were also super delicious,
so even though I still have
over six months to wait
for my niece’s first birth-
day party, they were still
worth making in the
meantime.

This comes from the
blog “Kitchen Fun with
My Three Sons.” You can
find the original at
https://kitchenfun-
withmy3sons.com/bear-
paw-cookies/. I didn’t
change the amounts on
the ingredients, although

I do think I ended up with
a bit more than a tea-
spoon of instant coffee in
mine.

Bear Paw Cookies
3/4 cup butter, softened
1 cup packed brown

sugar
1/2 cup sugar
1 egg and 1 egg yolk
1 tablespoon vanilla
1 teaspoon instant cof-

fee (I used a single serv-
ing of Via from Starbucks)

1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoons cornstarch
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 cups flour
1 bag dark chocolate

melting wafers
1 bag semi-sweet choco-

late chips
Preheat the oven to 350

degrees.
Line a couple baking

sheets with parchment
paper.

Cream the butter,
brown sugar and sugar
for a couple minutes until
smooth and creamy.

Beat in the egg, egg
yolk and vanilla.

Beat in the instant cof-
fee, baking soda, corn-
starch, salt and flour.

Scoop the dough by
about a teaspoon-size
onto the prepared cookie
sheets, placing them

about an inch apart (I
started with much larger
scoops—probably about
tablespoon size—but my
cookies spread quite a bit
and were a lot larger than
I wanted. You might need

to experiment.).
Bake each batch for

about 10 minutes or until
the cookies are lightly
browned.

After pulling the cook-
ies from the oven, lightly

press a melting wafer in
the middle of each and
then place three chocolate
chips in a semi-circle
along to the top of the
wafer to create “claws.”

Let the cookies cool

completely (the chocolate
will need to set back up)
before placing them into
an airtight container.

If you’re not into coffee
flavor, it does come
through a decent amount
in the finished cookies, so
this may not be the recipe
for you. But this same
technique should work
with any cookie dough
that you wouldn’t mind
having chocolate chips
added into, so you’re not
completely out of luck.

I’ve also seen white
melting wafers, so if you
would rather make polar
bear paw prints instead,
it would be easy to substi-
tute in some white choco-
late, too.

To be fair, I’m not sure
if my little niece will be
into bears at any point in
her childhood, but since
she’s related to me, I can
guarantee she’ll be into
cookies, so I think I’ll
probably be able to talk
her into eating a few ei-
ther way. Of course, first
I’ll have to wait on that
set of teeth to come in.

Lindsey Young is the
co-owner of Newton Now

and is a Bethel College
grad.

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Bear paw cookies are cute but also have a rich flavor with a touch of coffee paired with chocolate.

Make cookies almost too cute to bear
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Two people received serious injuries on Tuesday afternoon during a head-on collision on Interstate 135 just
north of Broadway near Newton. These are their vehicles.

Two highway head-on collisions in as many days

For the second time in as
many days, Newton emer-
gency responders worked a
two-vehicle head-on crash
on a highway.

Around 2:25 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 10, Harvey
County Emergency Dis-
patch took the call of a
two-vehicle, head on colli-
sion on Interstate 135,
north of Broadway. 

According to Harvey
County dispatch, both ve-
hicles were in the median

of the highway. 
Two people on the scene

were coded yellow, or are
suffering from serious, but
not life-threatening, in-
juries. 

On April 9, a head-on
collision claimed the life of
Orville Schmidt, 67, of
Newton.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Newton resident dies following highway crash

Orville Schmidt, 77, of
Newton died Monday fol-
lowing a head-on collision
between the vehicle he
was driving and a semi-
truck. His wife, Nancy,
was injured in the acci-
dent. 

According to Kansas
Highway Patrol logs,
around 2:52 p.m.,

Schmidt's vehicle was
headed eastbound on
Highway 50 at mile
marker 270, near the
Meridian exit. 

The 2014 Chevrolet he
was driving crossed the
center line and collided
with a 2000 Freightliner
Semi-Truck. 

According to the New-
ton Police Department,
Orville and Nancy were
transported to St. Fran-
cis Hospital with critical
injuries. Both were wear-

ing their seatbelts.
Orville was later pro-

nounced dead. 
The driver of the semi-

truck was not injured. 
The Kansas Highway

Patrol worked the case,
and the Newton Police
Department and Harvey
County Sheriff's Office
provided traffic control.
The accident caused both
lanes of the highway to
be closed as authorities
dealt with the investiga-
tion and the clean up. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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The City of North New-
ton will be teaming up
with Harvey County and
other area cities in a joint
effort to combat drug use
and distribution.

The Harvey County
Sheriff’s Office will head
the group, which was
started by Harvey County
and the City of Newton.
North Newton Police Chief
Randy Jordan will join the
chiefs of police of Burrton,
Halstead, Hesston, New-
ton and Sedgwick to over-
see the group.

The North Newton City
Council unanimously ap-
proved joining the group
during its monthly meet-
ing Monday.

Discussions started
more than a year ago be-
tween city and county offi-
cials on “dealing with the
continued rise in the prob-
lems of drugs in Harvey
County as well as the vari-

ous municipalities,” North
Newton Mayor Ron Braun
said.

“There is a growing ex-
pense and a growing
amount of need for man-
power to adequately sup-
ply the kind of vigilance
and oversight needed,”
Braun said.

Harvey County and the
City of Newton will pro-
vide the bulk of the finan-
cial and personnel needs to
the task force. The other
cities, including North
Newton, will each provide
$1,000 as well as person-
nel when needed.

Jordan said the task
force was modeled after
similar efforts by Cowley
and Ellis Counties in the
late 1980s.

The city’s decision to
join the task force comes
one month after it ap-
proved the hiring of a
fourth full-time police offi-
cer, citing an “infiltration
of crime” into the city.

Jordan said the city re-
ceived 37 applications for

the open police officer job,
six being from certified of-
ficers. He said the city in-
terviewed four of the
applicants and is currently
working on background
checks. A decision should
be made in two to three
weeks, he said.

In other news, Coun-
cilmember Jim Goering
said the North Newton
Community Foundation
has “considerable decisions
to make” when awarding
grants this year. The foun-
dation has $10,000 to
award. It received 16 grant
applications, requesting a
total of more than $24
thousand.

The city approved listing
every bank in Newton as
an official depository of
city funds. Midland Na-
tional Bank in Newton has
served as the city’s official
depository. City Manager
John Torline said this is a
response to rising interest
rates and gives the city
latitude to move money
into any bank at any time.

North Newton City Council joins countywide drug task force
BY RAY STRUNK

NEWTON NOW STAFF



NORTH NEWTON—
The next instrumental
concert of the spring at
Bethel College has a dif-
ferent twist, featuring the
“sounds of Spain” and a
collaboration between col-
lege student players and
musicians from Bethel
College Academy of Per-
forming Arts.

The concert, called a
Latin Fusion Music Show-
case, will take place at 7
p.m. Friday, April 13, in
Memorial Hall, and the
event is free and open to
the public.

According to Adam V.
Fontana, Bethel director
of instrumental music
who also conducts the
Bethel College Wind En-
semble and Philharmonia
Orchestra, this collabora-
tion has been in the works
since last year.

Soon after Fontana ar-
rived at Bethel in 2016,
he began talking to
BCAPA faculty about
“doing some kind of col-
laboration between [the
college’s] instrumental
music program and
BCAPA. We did not know
what that looked like at
the time.”

“This concert was a
brainstorm I had after
seeing the Lindsborg
Community Orchestra im-
plement a similar ‘side-
by-side’ program, pairing
professional and commu-
nity players with high
school students, during
the Messiah Festival last
year,” said Kristin
Kliewer, BCAPA director

of music.
“The younger musicians

learn so much from the
opportunity to play with
the older students, and it
provides the older players
a chance to mentor
younger musicians,” she
said.

The specifics of the proj-
ect came into focus this
past fall, Fontana said.

“Kristin Kliewer and
[BCAPA instrumental
music faculty member]
Daniel Colwell and I had
coffee early this [school]
year, and we were talking
and brainstorming about
what we could possibly do,
and this is what resulted.”

The April 13 concert is,
as Fontana puts it, “a toe
in the water” to test the
idea of future collabora-
tions between the college
and academy instrumen-
tal music programs, with
an ultimate goal of getting
to where this type of con-
cert is a regular occur-
rence.

“I hope this is the start
of something [that] be-
comes consistent, and we
are constantly doing proj-
ects with each other,”
Fontana said. “I think
that would be a lot of fun.”

He said he also expects
the merging of these two
groups of students of
varying ages to be mutu-
ally beneficial.

“It [gives students] a
different purpose with
their music-making,” he
said. “Music is an appren-
ticeship art form, and it is
passed from generation to
generation. So the more
we can have generations

working with each other, I
think the better.”

“Latin Fusion” will
blend some Latin-inspired
music with traditional or-
chestra pieces. One exam-
ple of this meshing of
genres is Beethoven’s
“Moonlight Sonata”
played in re-imagined
form as a tango.

In addition, “We’re
doing a piece by Derek
Jenkins, who was a guest
composer on our campus
[last] fall,” Fontana said,
“a piece of his called
‘Fountains,’ which takes a
melody from [Ottorino]
Respighi, who was alive
100 years ago, and melds
it in with interesting com-
positional tools that are
new and fresh.”

Latin Fusion Music
Showcase will feature the
Bethel Philharmonia, a
Bethel string quartet and
BCAPA’s Newton Youth
Orchestra and Pioneer
Strings Orchestra. “Mix-
ing and matching” con-
ductors (Fontana and
Colwell), each group will
do a solo piece and then
combine for two “side-by-
sides.”

Filling out the program
will be a solo by BCAPA’s
vocal teacher, Marial Mor-
timer, a BCAPA student
and teacher piano duet by
Elisabeth Friesen and
Kliewer, and a BCAPA
student piano solo by
Kiyah Zhuang.

“It will be a short con-
cert,” Kliewer said, “but
we are excited for the op-
portunity to partner with
the Bethel music depart-
ment and look forward to

future collaborations now
that we are here on cam-
pus.”

The joint efforts of
Bethel’s instrumental
music program and
BCAPA on April 13
should be a groundbreak-
ing event that hopefully
leads to more collabora-
tive concerts.

The weather may have
recently included gray
skies spitting out snow
and ice, but it is spring,
and that eventually
means gardening
weather. 

With that in mind,
there’s gardening going
on at the Giving Garden
in downtown Newton,
near where Fifth Street
dead ends with the rail-
road track. 

There, Harvey County
master gardeners grow
produce for the Salvation
Army.

In fact, in 2017, they re-
ceived an award from
Kansas State University,
because in the 17 previ-
ous years, they produced
55,000 pounds of produce
for the Salvation Army.

“We started this gar-
den,” Master Gardener
Bill Auman said. “This
will be the 18th year.”

He said that in 2017,
they set an all-time high
of 7,046 pounds of vegeta-
bles they donate, which
are grown on a half acre
in Newton.

“I’ve been doing it now
for six years,” Auman
said, adding he took
charge of it a couple of
years ago.

They had a little shed
about the size of a dog
house, and they couldn’t
find anything once they
put in it in there because
the shed was in such bad
shape, he said. They
looked for a used shed to
replace it, and then one of
the women said they
should get a new one and
donated some money for
it, as did Auman. Then,
Master Gardener Jacque
Spangler passed away,
and Auman said he came
up with the idea to dedi-
cate the garden to her,
maybe put up a plaque.

“It blossomed into being
more than that,” he said,

sitting in his truck as the
rain fell on Monday.

The committee decided
to raise money by combin-
ing the garden with the
memorial.

“In doing that, people
heard about that; dona-
tions started coming in,”
Auman said, adding
Spangler’s family got
wind of the fundraising
and also donated.

With that money, they
moved the water line and
built a lean-to on the
shed. A memorial flower
garden will be surrounded
by wood timbers, and in
the center will be a gate
that has “Jacque’s Place”
written on it. They also
plan to have a memorial
garden dedication.

On the shed is a sign
with the image of a flower
that reads, “In memory of
Jacque Spangler, dedi-
cated master gardener,
generous friend to all.”

On another side of the
shed’s front is another
sign that states the pur-
pose of the Giving Gar-
den. It says it’s a project
of K-State Research and
Extension and Harvey
County Master Garden-
ers; plants are grown for
research; and produce is
donated to the Salvation
Army.

“We’re an affiliate of K-
State,” Auman said. “We
run experimental stuff for
Kansas State University.”

Those experimental
plants include annuals.
Auman said K-State
keeps a list on its website
of plants that grow well in
Kansas. However, this
last year, the lady who
ran that found another
job, and she wasn’t re-
placed.

“So now they dropped
the program,” Auman
said. “So now we as mas-
ter gardeners are going to
buy the flowers.”

He also said Benton’s
Greenhouse, Stutzman’s
and Stone Creek Nursery
all donate plants for the
garden, which has in-
stalled in it zone valves
on its irrigation system.
Auman said different gar-
den zones water at differ-
ent times, and they don’t
have the piping and other
equipment to water it all
at once. They’ve also had
work done on the parking
lot, hiring a guy to grade
it and put gravel down.

During the years,
Auman has learned a few
things about gardening,
one of which has to do
with water.

“If you let water stand,
you kill the roots,” he
said, adding the garden is
a raised-bed garden now.
“That was my idea.”

Auman planted his
plants in a raised bed,
while someone else put
plants in the ground with
a flat bed in two rows.

Three days later, there
was a big rain.

“All his plants died, and
mine were growing like
crazy,” Auman said, be-
cause the other guy’s
plants were in standing
water. “Gardening is trial
and error.”

He also had another tip.
“Probably the biggest

thing I can say is if you
want a great garden, you
have to make sure the
garden has the right nu-
trients,” Auman said.

Folks can take a soil
sample to the Harvey
County Extension Office
in the basement of the
local courthouse, and
they’ll do a soil analysis,
he said, adding they’ll
send it off and it takes a
week to get results.

“That’ll help you more
than anything,” he said.

He also said seed pack-
ets have planting infor-
mation on them, so look
at those. They describe
when and where to plant.

They must have the
right nutrients in the Giv-
ing Garden, since they

grow so much. This year,
they’ve planted 800 onion
plants and 40 pounds of
potatoes so far. Some-
times, they can have two
crops in one spot, if one

crop gets harvested and
another can take its place.

“We grow so many
things down here,”
Auman said. “It’s amazing
on this little spot.”
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JOIN FRIENDS OF NPL
$10 ANNUALLY
$50 LIFETIME
SUPPORT YOUR LIBRARY!

316-283-2890 • WW.NEWTONPLKS.ORG • FACEBOOK • EMAIL:NEWTONKSFRIENDSOFTHELIBRARY@YAHOO.COM

PAINTINGS FROM LOCAL ARTISTS AVAILABLE FOR SALE

April 20, 9 a.m. - 5:45 p.m.
April 21 9 a.m. - Noon

Friends of the Library Presale
April 19, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

PUBLIC SALE DATES

MEMBERS-ONLY DATES

Giving Garden lives up to its name
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
This is the shed at the Giving Garden in Newton.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Bill Auman looks up from pulling weeds on Monday at the Giving Garden in Newton.

Concert represents joint effort of middle-school through college-age musicians
FOR NEWTON NOW



Rehabilitation of an air-
port taxiway should run
under budget. 

The Harvey County
Board of Commissioners,
at their Monday meeting,
tentatively accepted a bid
for rehabilitation of Taxi-
way C at the Newton
City/County Airport from
Cornejo and Sons for
$140,158. The bid has to
be first approved by the
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, which will pay
90 percent of the costs.
The county and city will
split the other costs. 

In total, with engineer-
ing costs, that would
bring the project costs to
around $180,000—about
$32,000 lower than what
was budgeted. 

The rest of the short

meeting
was mostly
business
outside a
bit of lev-
ity pro-
vided by
County
Clerk Rick
Piepho.
Piepho is responsible for
reading and presenting
results of county elections
to the commissioners. 

So, in his normal man-
ner, he presented the re-
sults of an election 84
county children ages
eight and under held Sat-
urday at the KidsFEST
event this weekend.

Piepho said the chil-
dren selected purple as
their favorite color,
Christmas as their fa-
vorite holiday and ice
cream as their favorite
snack.

Voting was done using
both paper and electronic

ballots as well as the sci-
entific and voter fraud
free method of using jelly-
beans to indicate each
child's choice. A majority
of the children selected
the correct date the state
was founded, Jan 29,
1861.

Piepho said that they
did not ask for a proof of
citizenship from the chil-
dren. He told the county
commission they wouldn't
have to canvass the elec-
tion.

In other news:
The county approved

the department of aging
accepting five federal
grants for a total of ap-
proximately $41,300. The
grants awarded by the
Central Plains Area
Agency on Aging help pay
for a variety of services,
such as care for invalids.
The county will spend a
small amount matching
some of the grants, such

as a $2,150 or 8 percent
match of a $25,000 grant
it received.

The county commission
voted to pay $17,249.50
for 1,392 gallons of herbi-
cide. The contract went to
Van Diest Supply Com-
pany of Abilene. 

Sheriff Chad Gay
stated that for March his
office pulled 115 cases,
made 442 traffic stops, is-
sued 51 tickets, made 42
arrests, and worked 16
accidents, seven of them
having injuries.

The county accepted
Unruh Mowing to mow its
three parks. Mowing of
all three parks will cost
$3,050 per mowing, and
the county will purchase
up to 12 mows, if needed.

There are two guaran-
tees in life, and if you
plan on being alive for
more than a week, it
might be time to pay your

taxes. 
This year's deadline to

submit income taxes to
the internal revenue serv-
ice is fast approaching. 

The final day to submit
without penalty is Tues-

day, April 17. 
Usually the date is set

at April 15. Since April 15
falls on a Sunday, it
would move that filing
date to April 16. However,
as Emancipation Day, a

legal holiday in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, falls on
April 16, tax deadline has
been set to the April 17. 

If you are unable to get
your taxes together by
April 17, you can file a

six-month extension with
the IRS after download-
ing, filling out and mail-
ing a form, known as
Form 4868. 

However you are still

required to pay what you
estimate your taxes to be
by the tax deadline. The
form simply delays when
you have to have your pa-
perwork in.
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Caring Hands

Humane Society
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Paid for by the Jim & Barb Stucky Endowment
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Tax Planning & Preparation
Electronic Filing

Financial Statements
Auditing Services
Estate Planning & 
Trust Accounting

Bookkeeping � Payroll

301 North Main, Suite 110
Newton, KS  67114-3459

Begi nni ng Endi ng

Fund Fund Descr i pt i on Cash Bal ance Revenue Expendi t ur es Cash Bal anc
1 Count y Gener al $5, 177, 624. 27 $6, 998, 329. 65 $4, 537, 446. 54 $7, 63
3 Count y Road & Br i dge 828, 082. 30 2, 071, 235. 93 496, 398. 96 2, 402, 919
6 Noxi ous Weed 60, 028. 87 79, 161. 11 45, 267. 44 93, 922. 54
8 Sol i d Wast e 1, 258, 653. 62 835, 764. 32 389, 343. 15 1, 705, 074
9 Count y Ext ensi on Counci l 22, 812. 72 194, 061. 87 85, 677. 02 131, 197. 57
38 Count y Tr easur er  Technol ogy Fund 24, 529. 00 2, 078. 50 1, 410. 00 25, 197. 50
39 El der l y Ser vi ce Pr ogr am 74, 966. 81 142, 076. 80 78, 820. 42 138, 223. 19
40 Heal t h and Wel l ness 8, 077. 90 0. 00 669. 77 7, 408. 13
41 Count y Cl er k Technol ogy Fund 3, 905. 00 2, 078. 50 0. 00 5, 983. 50
42 Regi st er  of  Deeds Technol ogy 73, 061. 17 8, 314. 00 9. 84 81, 365. 33
43 911 Combi ned Fund 305, 543. 35 59, 682. 88 173, 702. 19 191, 524. 04
48 Speci al  Hi ghway I mpr ovement 1, 019, 082. 81 0. 00 0. 00 1, 019, 082.
49 Rhoades Foundat i on 2, 422. 86 0. 00 0. 00 2, 422. 86
53 Capi t al  I mpr ovement 1, 290, 412. 61 215, 000. 00 63, 971. 99 1, 441, 440
54 Bond & I nt er est 58, 068. 36 700, 939. 17 204, 592. 66 554, 414. 87
55 Equi pment  Reser ve 414, 190. 40 226, 500. 00 3, 955. 00 636, 735. 40
57 El der l y Ser vi ce Tr anspor t at i on 131, 340. 58 43, 147. 42 46, 622. 12 127, 865. 88
58 RSVP Gr ant  Fund 0. 00 4, 895. 31 15, 468. 91 ( 10, 573. 6
61 Speci al  Jai l  Al cohol  & Dr ug 3, 034. 95 857. 46 0. 00 3, 892. 41
62 Speci al  Par k Al cohol  & Dr ug 12, 922. 84 857. 46 0. 00 13, 780. 30
63 Speci al  Law Enf or cement  Tr ust 16, 003. 78 4, 164. 50 3, 445. 27 16, 723. 01
64 Count y At t or ney For f ei t ur e 75. 69 135. 00 0. 00 210. 69
66 Pr osecut or s Tr ai ni ng/ Assi s t ance 1, 774. 39 678. 50 869. 51 1, 583. 38
67 Di ver s i on 32, 068. 20 3, 806. 20 8, 646. 30 27, 228. 10
70 Road I mpact  Fee 20, 604. 94 6, 079. 96 6, 000. 00 20, 684. 90
72 CDBG Mi cr o- Loan Gr ant 0. 00 259. 85 259. 85 0. 00
73 West  Par k Jet t y Gr ant 284. 00 0. 00 0. 00 284. 00
75 Sher i f f  Reser ves 231. 99 0. 00 0. 00 231. 99
76 Oscar  Task For ce 1, 828. 38 0. 00 0. 00 1, 828. 38
86 Of f ender  Regi st r at i on Fund 9, 765. 45 2, 390. 00 461. 28 11, 694. 17
87 Sher i f f  For f ei t ur e Fund 32, 591. 93 7, 017. 50 27, 331. 14 12, 278. 29
94 ESG -  HPRP Pass- t hr ough 0. 00 16, 448. 86 6, 022. 32 10, 426. 54
95 Heal t h Depar t ment  Gr ant 109, 635. 52 234, 127. 36 234, 118. 59 109, 644. 29

Har vey Count y,  Kansas
Summar y of  Expendi t ur es and Bal ances
For  t he Quar t er  Endi ng Mar ch 31,  2018

Summar y of  Expendi t ur es i s  publ i shed as aut hor i zed by K. S. A.  19- 228.  A det ai l ed st at ement
avai l abl e,  upon r equest ,  f or  publ i c  i nspect i on at  t he Count y Cl er k ' s  Of f i ce.

(Published in the Newton Now on 
April 12 and 19, 2018)

ELECTRONICALLY FILED
2018 Apr 04 PM 8:31

CLERK OF THE HARVEY COUNTY
DISTRICT COURT CASE NUMBER:  

MULTl CASE

Court: Harvey County District Court
Case Number: Case Title
2014-JC-000013:   In the Interest of
Kay Apps
2015-JC-000003:   In the Interest of
Brianna Blankley
2014-JC-000011:   In the Interest of
Areial Apps
2014-JC-000012:   In the Interest of
Hailey Apps
Type: Notice of Hearing
SO ORDERED.
Is/ Honorable Joe Dickinson, District
Court Judge
Electronically signed on 2018-04-04
20:30:55 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
HARVEY COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE INTEREST OF:
Name: AREIAL APPS
Year of Birth: 2008, A female
Case No. 2014-JC-11
Name: HAILEY APPS
Year of Birth: 2007, A female
Case No. 2014-JC-12
Name: KAY APPS
Year of Birth: 2007, A female
Case No. 2014-JC-13
Name: BRIANNA BLANKLEY
Year of Birth: 2014, A female
Case No. 2015-JC-03

NOTICE OF HEARING-Publication
Pursuant to K.S.A. 38-2237

TO: JOSEPH APPS AND MARC TIP-
TON
and all other persons who are or may
be concerned
You are hereby notified that a petition
has been filed in this court alleging
that the child named above is a Child
in Need of Care. The Court may find
that the parents are unfit by reason or
conduct or condition which renders
the parents unable to care properly for
a child, the conduct or condition is un-
likely to change in the foreseeable fu-
ture, the parental rights of the parent
should be terminated, and a perma-
nent custodian should be appointed
for the child.
A hearing on the petition is scheduled
for the 8th day of May, at 10:00 a.m.
At the hearing the Court may issue or-
ders relating to the care, custody and
control of the child.  The hearing will
determine if the parents should be de-
prived of their parental rights and the
right to custody of the child.
The parent(s), and any other person
having legal custody are required to
appear before this
Court on the date and time shown, or
to file your written response to the pe-
tition with the Clerk of the District
Court prior to that time.  Failure to re-
spond or to appear before the Court at
the time shown will not prevent the
Court from entering judgment as re-
quested in the petition, finding that the
child is a Child in Need of Care, remov-
ing the child from the custody of par-
ent, parents or any other present legal
custodian until further order of the
Court, or finding the parents unfit, and
entering an order permanently termi-
nating the parents' parental rights.
An attorney has been appointed as
guardian ad litem for the child: Blake
Cooper, 1145 N Andover Rd, Andover,
KS 67002;316-833-1154.  You have
the right to appear before the Court
and be heard personally, either with or
without an attorney. The Court will ap-
point an attorney for any parent who
desires an attorney but is financially
unable to hire one.  The Court may
order one or both parents to pay child
support.  An attorney has been ap-
pointed for Marc Tipton: Michael Lla-
mas, 111 E 7th St, Newton, KS 67114;
phone number: (316) 804-4990. An
attorney has also been appointed for
Joseph Apps: Greg Nye, 109 E 7th St,
Newton, KS 67114; phone number:
(316) 283-3490.

Date and time of hearing: May 8, 2018
at 10:00 am.
Place of hearing: Harvey County Court-
house, 800 N. Main, Newton, KS
67114.
Clerk/Judge of the District Court

(Published in the Newton Now on April 12,19, and 26 2018)

NOTICE OF PRIMARY ELECTION

In compliance with K.S.A. 25-204, notice is given that a Primary Election will be
held on August 7, 2018.  Candidates for the following offices will be nominated by
each political party which has qualified to participate in the Primary Election:

One candidate for United States Representative, 4th District
One pair of candidates for Governor/Lt Governor
One candidate for Secretary of State
One candidate for Attorney General
One candidate for State Treasurer
One candidate for Commissioner of Insurance
One candidate for State Representative, 72th & 74th Districts
One candidate for Member, State Board of Education, 7th District
One candidate for County Commissioner, 1st District
One candidate for County Treasurer, unexpired term
One candidate for Township Clerk for each of the following Townships:
Alta, Burrton, Darlington, Emma, Garden, Halstead, Highland, Lake, Lakin,
Macon, Newton, Pleasant, Richland, Sedgwick, and Walton

The following officers will be elected in each political party which has qualified to
participate in the Primary Election:

One Precinct Committeeman in each Precinct
One Precinct Committeewoman in each Precinct

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I hereto set my hand and cause to be affixed my official
seal.  Dated this 12th day of April, 2018.
[Seal] /s/Rick Piepho

Harvey County Election Officer

J.S. Mitch Properties LLC., hereby gives notice 
that it will dispose all household goods and 
belongings of Rose Page and any other occupants 
of 429 SE Fourth St., on April 26. If you have any 
claims on any property contact 316-680-6456.

Published in The Newton Now on April 12, 2018.

HARVEY COUNTY PUBLIC NOTICE

Published in The Newton Now on April 12, 19, and 26, 2018.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Published in The Newton Now on April 12, 2018.

PUBLIC NOTICE

April 17 tax deadline quickly approaching
NEWTON NOW STAFF

Rehabilitation for runway to come under budget
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Gay

Visit harveycoun-
tynow.com!

Rescheduled weather
seminar coming up

Harvey County Emer-
gency Management, along
with the National Weather
Service, is hosting an An-
nual Severe Weather
Awareness/Storm Spotter
Workshop, on April 12,
6:30 p.m. 

Chance Hayes from the
NWS will be at Lindley
Hall, Santa Fe 5/6 Center
to provide an in depth
weather presentation that
will teach about the differ-
ent types of storms, the in-
dividual storm features
that help a person to recog-
nize a storm’s potential
severity, how to report
hazardous weather, and
severe weather safety. 

The presentation is
hosted by Emergency Man-
agement and typically
lasts up to two hours. It is
open to anyone who has an
interest in weather. There
are no fees to attend, you
do not have to register,
and you do not have to sign
up to be a spotter.

Retired school personnel
to meet April 13

at Newton Recreation
Center

Harvey County Associa-
tion of Retired School Per-
sonnel will meet at 9 a.m.
Friday, April 13, in the
Sunflower Room at the
Newton Recreation Center.

Des Martens from Mir-
ror Inc. will give the pro-
gram.

Scholarship donations
will be accepted.

—For Newton Now

NEWS BRIEFS
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Editorial

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

Cut down on the
question marks
For the second school board meeting in a row, new

members have stressed the need of the board to make
decisions. 

This week, the call came during a discussion of the
school board's goals. 

And during the discussion came a call for concrete,
achievable goals. 

One board member, Jennifer Budde, explained deci-
sion making quite simply: go down the line, see what
the district wants and needs, and see if there's money
for it. 

She was applying that example to looking at the fea-
sibility of lowering maximum class sizes, which have
grown in recent years. 

Budde said the district needs to decide how commit-
ted it is to project-based learning. That one answer
could help shape the answers to various other ques-
tions it faced. 

Board Member Angela Becker stated that the dis-
trict should decide questions of its direction before
moving on with a bond issue.

She's got a point there. Mid bond issue, the district
got mired in community debate over keeping or closing
Walton Rural Life Center, as well as if it should keep a
5-6 grade and 7-8 grade structure with its middle
schools or if it should transition to a 6-8.

Those debates distracted from the district's overall
message and likely shaved support from the bond issue
as people chose sides.

If such debates could at least be settled before the
district drafts a new bond issue, it could allow the dis-
trict to present a clearer message and more detailed
and better explained bond issue to the voters.

For the next upcoming work session, Superintendent
Deb Hamm was asked to provide information about the
distribution of students within the city. Board Member
Steve Richards asked for information showing the im-
pact of putting fifth grade students into elementary
building.

Both sets of information can be used to help figure
out building configurations.

We don't know where the next meeting will go, but
we hope for positive, fruitful action.

Figuring out school configurations and class sizes
would have a direct impact on the bond issue the board
asks to be created.

Now all of this comes with a large caveat. Deciding
anything with a district so large and with so many em-
ployees and interests is not easy. A few people, no mat-
ter what the decision, will squawk. 

Hamm noted that board goals are similar to laws.
You want to keep building on them, but those goals,
like laws, change with the members making them. Vet-
eran members of the board have been down the road
before. The district's goals and comprehensive plan
have been rehashed over and over during recent years.

Yet a few simple decisions on its direction will proba-
bly serve communicating with its patrons better than
the current 16 point plan. 

We've encouraged the board to make decisions in the
past, and it looks like they're working to follow
through on making such decisions. So we'll continue to
encourage it. The more questions the district can an-
swer before forming a new bond issue the better. We'll
see how their next meeting goes.

People are much more likely to board a train, if they
know what direction it’s going.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

On being truly American
Iread a story this week in the

Wichita Eagle that's stuck with
me for a few days.

It was a faith story about how
two different families, with differ-
ent religions and backgrounds,
have been working together to
help each other through difficult
times. 

Both families suffered a loss,
both understood the pain the other
felt and both embraced each
other's humanity and similar situ-
ations. 

It was a fitting story for the divi-
sive times in which we live. 

I catch myself sometimes falling
into alternating bouts of howling
rage and despondence at the state
of our country and its political
process. 

Those in charge govern not for
country but party, not for the peo-
ple but for personal gain, not to
continue and foster this great
American experiment but only to
exploit its failings.

Those we elect to national office
see this shining city on a hill not
as an example to serve but as a
target to plunder. 

Nothing else can explain the
vast benefits they and the donor
class enjoy, while inflation, ad-
justed wages and quality of life for
the majority of our country stag-
nates. 

Nothing else explains balancing
massive tax cuts by ballooning our
national debt.

Nothing else explains how they
can sew themselves golden para-
chutes while cutting the safety net
of regular people. 

Elected officials don’t behave in
such a way because they're inher-
ently bad or corrupt. 

They behave that way simply
because we, as people, allow it. 

Today, due to our adversarial
political system, we blindly fight
fellow citizens without realizing
we both benefit from a common
good. 

Of course we need to have de-
bates about gun control, tax policy,
health care, wages, and regula-

tions.
But we must have such debates

in good faith, willing to listen to
each other in hopes of solving
problems, instead of battling each
other in hopes of enforcing our
own wills. 

When we view other citizens as
the enemy, those who seek to con-
solidate power play us against
each other. 

So, today, instead of debating
policy, we now debate dismantling
of the American system that al-
lows us to have such political de-
bate. 

We have people willing to ignore
external threats to our voting sys-
tem because such manipulation
benefited their cause. 

Manipulation of our voting sys-
tem benefits no cause in the end,
though, because it robs our elec-
toral system of legitimacy or trust
of the people. 

We have people who shrug their
shoulders as the freedom of the
press as it is attacked by our own
government because an official
they support isn't benefiting from
reality-based reporting. 

We must function in a state of
reality, or we will never be able to
agree upon a fact so simple as the
sky is blue. 

A person isn't a good leader if
they have to distort reality to seem
so. 

This week a story came out that
the department of Homeland Secu-
rity is now compiling profiles of
journalists and newsmakers in
hopes of tracking their beliefs and

actions. The excuse given by the
department was to combat “fake
news.”

Using our current administra-
tion’s definition of “fake news,”
that database would be used to
combat nearly every objective
news source in the country. 

Today I fear if the administra-
tion would start shutting down
news outlets it didn't agree with,
40 percent of our country would
say “good” and not realize the de-
struction of the American system
such a move would symbolize. 

To be honest, I've had my faith
in this country and its people
shaken in ways I couldn't imagine
three or four years ago. 

The two families I read about in
the Wichita Eagle, the Lopezes
and Mahanawehs, both immi-
grated to the United States. Both
recently had their restaurants
burned down. One, Gorditas Du-
rango, owned by the Lopezes of
Mexico, reported gang activity as
the cause. Another, Petra, belong-
ing to the Mahanawehs of Jordan
and Syria, had “Go Back” graffiti-
ed on it after the fire. 

The Mahanawehs helped out the
Lopezes with a deli case and fur-
nishings. Rosa Lopez offered to
help in the kitchen of the new
restaurant the Mahanawehs
opened in March. 

A son of the Lopezes is quoted in
the story. 

“It goes to show it doesn’t matter
what color your skin is, what reli-
gion you believe in, what you are,
there’s always good people who are
willing to help you out no matter
what the difference is,” he said.

To me, that's what America is.
That's what America should be.

I don't say, “Go back,” to such
people. I say, “Please come, and
please remind the rest of us about
our country, which we've seem to
have forgotten.”

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at 316-281-7899 or
adam@harveycountynow.com.

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

A new family found on the doorstep
Imet my new family in a Little

Mermaid onesie. I'd come
home from work, made supper

and settled down with the hus-
band and a movie to unwind.

Suddenly, the dog started bark-
ing as though the world were com-
ing to an end.

Someone was knocking at our
front door. 

I assumed the vehicle outside
was a close friend’s suburban, so I
took off in my pajamaed glory to
open the door, only to discover to
my horror I was greeting a com-
plete stranger.

The man at the door explained
to me that he and his family once
lived in our home, prior to us pur-
chasing it at auction and moving
it.

He asked if the family could
come inside to see the progress. I
was stunned.

I have always wondered in my
heart about the family who used to
call this place home.

Now to my utter delight, they
were standing right there at my
front doorstep.

I instantly fell in love with each
one of them, as they walked the
halls and recalled how the house
once was. They complimented us
on various changes we made
through the remodeling process as
we took them through each room
of the house and showed them the
new nooks and crannies that we
created.

My head spun.
One reason being the fact that I

did not picture meeting my new

family in my Little Mermaid one-
sie, but another for the fact that
they were actually here in our
home! I was elated to hear that
they discovered my remodeling
blog and was keeping up with the
progress.

I gave them my new little busi-
ness card with my new blog ad-
dress, and they took a picture with
my V.I.P. tour sign, and then they
were on their way…

The minute they left, a million
questions I should have asked
flooded my mind. Who drew the
portrait I found behind a wall?
Who was this Stan, whose name
was written on the wall studs?
Who owned the bird and children's
books, the roller skate the rubber
boots, I found in the house’s little
crevices?

Before me they, too, had a story
of how they built this home. I
wished I was complete with the re-
model and we could sit around ex-
changing those stories. I wish that
I had asked each of them for their
mailing addresses so that I could

write to each of them about our
house progress and send them the
newspaper clippings of my writing
about the house. I hope they will
see this column or the blog post I
have about them online and reach
out.

On a measly Monday, my ex-
tended family grew by 10-plus peo-
ple, and my heart couldn’t be
happier.

To my new family, you will for-
ever hold a special place in my
heart for allowing us to live in this
home. Your home now holds a
huge chunk of my heart, and I ea-
gerly anticipate the many, many
years that my handy man and I
will spend together building a big
and beautiful family just like the
one I met of yours. Our home will
always be open to you.

I also solemnly promise not to be
wearing a Little Mermaid onesie
the next time that I see you all.

Courtney Critchfield is the mar-
keting director for the Newton Area

Chamber of Commerce.

HOME ON THE CHANGE

COURTNEY CRITCHFIELD To me new family,
you will forever
hold a special place
in my heart for 
allowing us to live
in this home.

CONTACT YOUR LEADERS
Newton Commissioner Glen Davis
316-283-8976
glendavis3@cox.net

Newton Commissioner Barth Hague
316-283-2785
hague@mail.com

Newton Commissioner Leroy Koehn
316-772-3166
ldkoehn@kpc.kscoxmail.com

Newton Mayor David A. Nygaard
316-207-7934
dnygaard@cox.net

Newton Commissioner Kathy 
Valentine
316-516-4691
happyvalentine@cox.net
North Newton Mayor Ron Braun
316-283-7990
rdbraun@cox.net
North Newton Council Member Gregg
Dick
316-283-1366
greggd@bethelks.edu

North Newton Council Member Jim Go-
ering
316-284-0786
sgoering02@gmail.com

North Newton Council Member Paul
Harder
316-283-8262
phhefh@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Ron Rat-
zlaff
316-283-2566
ratzlaff@cox.net

Dennis Campbell,
North Newton Council Member 
316-283-7633

Harvey County Commissioner George A.
“Chip” Westfall

316-283-5360
chipw58@cox.net
Harvey County Commissioner Randy
Hague
316-284-7340
randy@haguespaint.com

74th KS Representative District
Don Schroeder
State House, Room 512-N
Kansas House of Representatives
Topeka, KS 66612
785 296-7500
don.schroeder@house.ks.gov

72nd KS Representative District
Tim Hodge
785-296-2361
tim.hodge@house.ks.gov

31st KS Senatorial District
Carolyn McGinn
State House, Room 223E
Kansas Senate
Topeka, KS 66612
785-296-7377
carolyn.mcginn@senate.ks.gov

4th US Congressional District
Ron Estes
US House of Representatives
2452 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6216
http://estes.house.gov

US Senator Jerry Moran
US Senate
361A Rusell Senate Office Building
202-224-6521
http://moran.senate.gov

US Senator Pat Roberts
US Senate
109 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-4774
http://roberts.senate.gov
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“The longer we listen to one an-
other—with real attention—the
more commonality we will find in
our lives. That is, if we are careful
to exchange with one another life
stories and not simply opinions.” -
Barbara Deming

There is an arm exercise I
have come across called
snow angels. Holding hand

weights at your side, the weights
are lifted out and up above your
head, then back down to your
sides, making a “snow angel”
movement. About half way
through the range of motion,
there’s a point of resistance that
demands an exact moment of con-
centrated effort to pass through
with control.

That point is where it’s won or
lost. One of three things will hap-
pen. Either the weight is too heavy
to handle and the movement stops,
you force it and the weights flail in
the wrong direction, resulting in
either no benefit or injury, or you
focus and push through, maybe to
a new plateau.

Snow angels are one of my fa-
vorites, and I knew after doing
them several times and hearing
the trainer repeat “point of resist-
ance” over and over again, there
was a metaphor waiting to be
found.

Well, I hit another version of
point of resistance, and I found my
metaphor.

I went to an event last Friday
night called Talk20. I wasn’t sure
what to expect, unclear on the con-
cept, other than knowing people
would speak on different topics for
about an hour.

If you’re familiar with TED
Talks, it was formatted in a simi-
lar way. Except in this setting,

each of the 10 presenters was lim-
ited to 20 slides and 20 seconds of
explanation per slide to tell their
story.

The stories were as diverse as
the emotions they brought. It re-
minded me of a quote from
Nicholas Sparks on his formula for
writing books, “Hopefully my read-
ers feel a bit of everything—empa-
thy, hopefulness, happiness, love,
anger and sadness—as they turn
the pages.”

Listening to the 10 presenters, I
felt each and every one of those
things and will throw in laughter
and tears to round it out, because
those both happened, too.

(I thank my friend from work for
asking me to go—our sister news-
paper organized the event, so it
made sense—and she reminded
me why it’s a good idea to say yes
to something new.)

As far as points of resistance go,
there are phases we go through
that are strategically placed to
wake us up. To make us look up
and around and question why
we're feeling the way we are. A lit-
tle too comfortable? Bored? Anx-
ious? Stagnant? Or maybe just too
comfortable in our boredom, anxi-
ety and stagnation.

I’ve been there. I’m apparently
there now. Not all of my points of

resistance have had easy fixes. I’ve
dropped the weights from exhaus-
tion and flailed in all the wrong di-
rections.

On the flip side, I’m better at
recognizing my own points of re-
sistance. This latest one has noth-
ing to do with large, overwhelming
obstacles. Instead, it’s so very
small and so easily maneuvered.

I needed new information from
new places. I needed real, ordi-
nary/extraordinary stories from
(and with) people I’ve never met.
People I’ve never met who cre-
atively craft their big and little
moments into an entertaining and
humbling 400-second shows.

All we had to do was sit back
with a glass of wine, or not, and
hear that even though we are each
the center of our own universe,
there are some other interesting
universes spinning alongside ours.
Some different, some not so differ-
ent from our own.

I got a push to experience any-
thing outside of my peripheral. It
wasn’t necessarily one story that
stood out more than the others. It
was the collective.

If you hear of a Talk20 event
happening near you, take the
time. You’ll be better for it.

Politics, lifestyles, history—all of
these are used to disagree and
judge by opinion. All of these were
parts of the 10 presenters’ talks.
But once you decide to sit still and
listen in to a piece of someone’s life
story for a mere 6.6 minutes, it’s
surprisingly easy to resist the urge
to let “opinion” hold all the power.
That’s the way to commonality.

Shelley Plett is a graphic 
designer and columnist for Kansas

Publishing Ventures, the parent
company of Newton Now.

Listening to others the way to commonality Guest Editorial
Kansas should be faster

on decriminalization

When people in rural Kansas
talk to me about a farm cri-
sis or economic depression,

they unfortunately aren’t talking
about the Dust Bowl of the 1930s or
farm credit crisis of the 1980s;
they’re talking about the ongoing
crisis in farm country today where
low commodity prices and severe
drought have pushed many agricul-
tural producers to the edge of an
economic cliff. 

America’s trade relationships are,
now more than ever, tied to the suc-
cess of rural America, and we must
make certain we negotiate responsi-
bly so that our farmers and ranchers
can continue to make a living by
feeding and clothing the world.

Farm commodity prices have hov-
ered at or below the cost of produc-
tion for nearly half a decade, wiping
out farmers’ savings and forcing
many producers to take on more
debt to keep family operations alive.
Each morning, my office posts daily
commodity prices from across
Kansas for visitors to see, such as
the price of wheat in Colby and price
of soybeans in Hiawatha. The prices
show what farmers receive per
bushel of grain at the local elevator,
but they also reflect the financial
lifeblood of these towns and the
thousands of rural communities
across the country that are suffering
due to the current farm disaster.
These commodity prices are often a
topic of conversation between visi-
tors to my office, and more often
than not, these Kansans have per-
sonally felt—or know someone who
has—the strain of this recession.

In addition to alarmingly low
prices, we’ve received little to no
rain across much of the high plains
for months. The U.S. Department of
Agriculture has designated 24
Kansas counties as primary natural
disaster areas so far due to severe
drought conditions, and I’m working
with my colleagues to extend and
expand these designations as condi-
tions don’t seem to be improving.
While above-average yields the past
several years have helped farmers
and ranchers survive low commodity
prices, I fear low prices, plus a
drought, may be more than many
producers can withstand.

Recently I was in Kensington,
Kan., when I drove past such a large
grain pile on the ground waiting for
mouths to feed that I was compelled
to pull over and take a photo of. I’ve
kept the photo with me ever since
and have used it as a visual re-
minder of the reality our Kansas
farmers face. In meetings with Com-
merce Secretary Wilbur Ross, USTR
representatives and numerous
Kansas farmers, the reaction has
been the same: How do we fix this?

First and foremost, we must have
a solid path toward an end result in
our trade negotiations with China.
We cannot escalate a fight between
a significant purchaser of what we
produce in Kansas with no real end
goal. My hope is that this is a nego-
tiating tactic, but the efforts we see
now suggest more than that, as they
keep being ramped up by both coun-
tries: the United States imposes tar-
iffs, China responds. The United
States imposes tariffs, China re-
sponds. Then United States re-
sponds to that, and so on.

In addition, we ought not forget
about recent ill-advised tariffs on
solar cells, washing machines and
steel and aluminum that have re-
sulted in our farmers and ranch-
ers—through no fault of their
own—being caught in the middle of
an escalating trade dispute with
China and other global trading part-
ners.

Frustratingly, the administration
continues to push trade policies that
threaten to further drive down farm
prices and extend the recession in
rural America into the foreseeable
future. For example, TPP negotia-
tions has put American agricultural
exports at a disadvantage to foreign
competitors, and contentious

NAFTA renegotiations with Canada
and Mexico, which alternate be-
tween being the number one market
for agricultural products in Kansas,
are no closer to being resolved.

Our economy in Kansas is de-
pendent on the ability of our farm-
ers, ranchers and manufacturers to
trade their products. In 2016,
Kansas exported more than $4.5 bil-
lion worth of agricultural products,
which supported more than 36,000
jobs and generated more than $5.7
billion in economic activity, making
these negotiations all the more im-
portant.

The responsibility to respond to
the farm disaster falls to both the
administration and Congress. 

First, we ought to stop self-inflict-
ing wounds on trade. Tough enforce-
ment of trade rules is a good idea,
especially when it comes to dealing
with China, but a trade war is not.
Instead, the president ought to build
off his success from last year in ne-
gotiating access for American beef to
China by directing his administra-
tion to aggressively pursue bilateral
trade agreements and other oppor-
tunities to expand agricultural ex-
ports. For Congress, passing a new
farm bill that strengthens the farm
safety net, protects crop insurance
and invests in trade promotion pro-
grams must be on top of the to-do
list. Agricultural producers are no
strangers to tough times. Resiliency
is a necessary and defining charac-
ter trait of those who have passed
down family-owned farming and
ranching operations for generations.
These American producers have
learned to live with challenges out-
side of their control, such as weather
and global markets, but also spring
to action when they can improve
their situations.

Congress and the administration
ought to take to heart the same les-
son. We can’t make it rain or dictate
prices, but through sound policies,
especially on trade, our nation can
better respond to the disaster in
farm country and improve the liveli-
hoods of American farmers and
ranchers.

Jerry Moran represents Kansas in
the U.S. Senate.

There is nothing
like fresh fruit
from your own

back yard. 
If you have a little

bit of space, you
should try to raise
strawberries to eat
yourself and share
with the neighbors.
Of course, if you are
growing them, you
will have to take
care of them. This
includes fertilizing at the
right time for optimum
production. I have written
many soil test recommen-
dations over the years and
have found that basically
most garden soils in Har-
vey County have adequate
levels of all nutrients other
than nitrogen IF the area
has been fertilized in the
past.

However, it is recom-
mended a soil test be done
to be sure of the nutrient
needs of your fruit plant-
ing. If the soil test recom-
mends phosphorus and
potassium, use a 10-10-10
fertilizer instead of what is
recommended below but
triple the rate. For exam-
ple, instead of one-half cup
per 10 feet of row, use 1.5
cups per 10 feet of row.

Strawberries (June-
bearing):

June-bearing strawber-
ries are not fertilized in
early spring as this can
make the berries soft and
more prone to rot. Fertilize
at renovation and again in
late August to early Sep-
tember. In most cases,
strawberries need prima-
rily nitrogen, so the recom-
mendations are for a high
nitrogen fertilizer, such as
a 27-3-3, 29-5-4, 30-3-3 or
something similar. Though

recommended for lawns,
these fertilizers also will
work well for strawberries
as long as they do not con-
tain weed killers or crab-
grass preventers.  Apply
one-half cup for every 10
feet of row. Note: For more
information on renovating
strawberries, see
www.hfrr.ksu.edu/doc3732.
ashx.

Strawberries (ever-
bearing or day-neutral):

Fertilize in the spring as
growth starts and again in
early August. Use the rate
strawberries are not reno-
vated.

Brambles (blackber-
ries and raspberries):
In most cases, brambles

need primarily nitrogen, so
use a high nitrogen fertil-
izer such as a 27-3-3, 29-5-
4, 30-3-3 or something
similar unless a soil test di-
rects otherwise. Though
recommended for lawns,
these fertilizers also will
work well as long as they
do not contain weed killers
or crabgrass preventers.
Apply one-half cup for
every 10 feet of row. Fertil-
ize in spring as growth be-
gins.

Scott Eckert is the Har-
vey County Extension

agent, horticulture.

Farmers and ranchers can’t afford a trade war

How to take care of those
strawberries, blackberries

PARTS OF SPEECH

SHELLEY PLETT

U.S. SENATE

JERRY MORAN

HORTICULTURE EXTENSION AGENT

SCOTT ECKERT

It'll be at least 50 years before Kansas gets around to
fully legalizing recreational use of marijuana, at least if
our record on liquor law is any example. 

We didn't repeal prohibition until 1948, and didn't get
around to legalizing liquor by the drink until 1987.

That's 54 years after the nation celebrated repeal, the
end of the great prohibition experiment. Kansas never
did ratify the 21st Amendment repealing national prohi-
bition. So we're a little slow.

It is time, however, to decriminalize personal posses-
sion of marijuana, changing laws which today result in
people by the hundreds being handcuffed, booked and
fingerprinted and dumped into the criminal justice sys-
tem for no good reason.

Don't get all aroused. This would not mean legalizing
marijuana.

It might mean reducing penalties for possession, how-
ever, changing it from a higher-type crime to lower mis-
demeanor which could be handled with a summons and
complaint or citation, without all the heavy overtones
and jailing. 

The cops would still take away the dope, of course.
As we have with alcohol abuse, we need to see drug

abuse as a medical problem in which society has a stake
because of the dangerous problems it produces: driving
under the influence, domestic abuse, fights and disturb-
ing the peace. Most of the violent behavior, of course,
stems from alcohol abuse, of course, not marijuana, but
we tried prohibition once, and it didn't work.

The evidence mounts that prohibition of marijuana
doesn't work, either. It costs society billions but fails to
address the real problems of addicts and problem users,
no mater what drug they use. These are problems that,
while difficult at best, require treatment, not jail time,
to solve.

Petty drug offenses, mostly marijuana possession,
take up time for law-enforcement officers that could bet-
ter be spent on harder drugs and more important
crimes. They fill jails and clog courts and cost society a
lot of money, but don't address the problems of addic-
tion.

This money, and more importantly, this time could be
redirected to a campaign against domestic violence and
crime. And frankly, if it weren't for domestic abuse, we
wouldn't have a whole lot of crime out here on the
plains.

We certainly would not advocate legalizing drug or al-
cohol abuse or addiction, but from a cost or results
standpoint, treatment ought to beat jailing people,
hands down. 

Right now, we're trying to enforce prohibition for mar-
ijuana, and it isn't working a whole lot better than pro-
hibition of alcohol worked in the 1920s. It's only costing
the taxpayers a lot of money. 

So, knowing we're not going to legalize anything,
shouldn't we make the system a little more humane,
stop handcuffing people and empty out some of our over-
crowded jails? It only makes sense to have the Legisla-
ture take a look at the marijuana laws and adjust them
in line with a more modern outlook. 

Meantime, anyone who can't wait out the 50 years
can vacation in Colorado, or maybe just move to Califor-
nia or Washington. Kansas, as usual, is in no hurry. 

–—Steve Haynes, publisher of Nor'West Newspapers

Say what?
Believe you can, and you’re
halfway there.

Theodore Roosevelt
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his brother to spend $300,
and he was able to get it
for $25.

Otto puts his wood-
working skills to use
every year to make an
item for the Kansas Men-
nonite Relief Sale, a bene-
fit for Mennonite Central
Committee. This year, the
sale will be Friday and
Saturday, April 13 and
14, at the Kansas State
Fairgrounds in Hutchin-
son, and they’re celebrat-
ing 50 years of service.

This year, just like
three other years, Otto
made a marble tower that
stands about 3.5 feet tall.
It works when someone
puts a marble in the top,
and the marble is carried
to the bottom of the tower
through a series of runs
before it gets to the bot-
tom. One of those runs in-
volves the marble going
over a xylophone.

“This is the fourth
one,” Otto said regarding
how many towers he’s
made for the sale, adding
that one year, he made a
rocking tractor. “I was so
disappointed. That only
brought $100.”

Although this is the
fourth marble tower he’s
made for the relief sale,
in all, he’s constructed
20, and he’s been donat-
ing to the relief sale for
five years, one item a
year.

He said they used to
live in South Hutchinson
and volunteered at the
sale with others from the
church. He was pastor of
Faith Mennonite Church
in South Hutchinson
from 1992 to 2001, and
pastored more than 40
years total.

Then, he naturally
made his way to donating
things he’d made. Edna
said her husband made
his first marble tower
about 10 years ago.

“The first one went to
Jack for his birthday,”
Edna said about their
grandson when he was 3
or 4.

Otto said a friend of

their son’s saw a marble
tower, liked it and so he
wanted to give one to his
parents who were moving
into a retirement commu-
nity. Then he ordered an-
other one for a wedding
present for some friends
in Mississippi, and Otto
also shipped a tower to a
nephew in Illinois.

“They’ve gone to family
and they’ve gone to…,”
Otto said.

“Strangers,” Edna said,
finishing his sentence.

The second tower Otto
had at the MCC sale sold
at auction. The bid kept
getting higher and
higher, but the woman
bidding stopped at $500,
so a man bidding pur-

chased it for $525. A mu-
tual acquaintance of
Otto’s and the bidding
lady connected them, so
she was able to buy one
from Otto for her grand-
children for $300.

Last year, one of Otto’s
towers was put in a silent
auction, and that one also
went for $525. Otto said
people played with the
tower at the sale.

Another person buying
a couple of Otto’s towers
flew in on his personal
plane from Nebraska and
bought one to donate to
the MCC sale and an-
other one for himself.

Otto enjoys construct-
ing the towers

“It’s therapeutic,” he

said.
“There’s always a lot of

interest at the sale for
the towers,” Edna added.

Otto’s interest was
piqued when he saw the
towers in a catalog.

“So I ordered the plans
and went to work,” he

said.
In addition to the tow-

ers, house and hutch,
Otto also made sunflower
windmills and frames.
One man stopped as he
drove past their house,
asking Otto where he
found his windmill, and

he said he made it. The
man, so far, has pur-
chased two.

The local woodworker
also made frames for
local artist Virgil Penner.

“I’ve built, I don’t
know, probably 100 for
him,” Otto said.

OTTO
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
John Otto looks over his marble tower plans in his Newton garage.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton resident John Otto demonstrates how the marble tower works. 

Relief sale this weekend in Hutch
The Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale will be April

13 and 14 at the Kansas State Fairgrounds in
Hutchinson.

For more information, visit kansas.mccsale.org.

they don’t know it’s going
to come.

“We need to be very
aware that our commu-
nity is watching us,” she
said. “They spoke loud
and clear that money is
important to us, and we
need to show we’re being
responsible with their
dollars.”

Budde suggested that
the school board look at
the questions it needs to
answer and answer them. 

She suggested looking
at class sizes, seeing if
there was budget and
room to decrease them
and, if not, moving on to
the next question to an-
swer. 

“At some point, you
have to make decisions,”
she said. “We can’t just
keep saying we need to
talk about this. At the
work session, let’s say
these are the things we
need to discuss and let’s

move forward with this.”
Newton Superintend-

ent Deb Hamm gave her
opinion on directions the
board could go or at least
what questions the board
should answer first. 

Earlier in the meeting,
she said the school dis-
trict will eventually have
to decide what to do
about Walton. She said
that the district couldn’t
currently have room to
grow and only operate
four elementary schools.

“At some point in time,
the board’s going to have
to grapple with what are
our five elementary
schools and what are our
grade configurations,”
she said. 

Hamm also recom-
mended that the school
district not proceed with
looking at boundaries be-
fore it made decisions on
schools and configura-
tions. 

Board Member Steve
Richards said that the
board, when answering
questions, should look for
approaches that favor the

students and learning
that also have economic
benefits, instead of focus-
ing on only the dollars.

Budde brought up a
number of issues for the
board to look at.

“Are we as a board
committed to making our
elementary schools proj-
ect-based learning,”
Budde said. “That makes
a lot of determinations.”

Richards said board
members also needed to
understand project-based
learning and the idea of
thematic buildings were
different but could go
hand in hand. Project-
based learning, simpli-
fied, is where students
learn multiple subjects
while working to solve a
problem. The district em-
ploys the method in
buildings, and advocates
say it mirrors how you
would learn and use
knowledge in the real
world.

Thematic learning is
the possibility of different
buildings in the districts
being based around dif-

ferent themes. Walton
Rural Life Center would
be an example of the-
matic learning, as it’s
agriculturally themed.

Sheila Wendling, direc-
tor of instructional serv-
ices, said that some of the
teams of teachers looking
at redesigning school
buildings are leaning to-
ward such a theme. 

Wrapping up the con-
versation, Newton Board
President Carol Sue
Stayrook Hobbs asked
Hamm if the board had
given enough direction or
if they needed more clar-
ity.

Hamm then asked the
board if there were pieces
of information they
wished to have. 

Budde asked for a map
of students’ locations
within the district. 

Richards asked if the
board could look at infor-
mation on the impact of
absorbing fifth graders
into existing elementary
buildings. 

The work session will
be held 7 p.m. Monday,

April 23, at the district
office. 

In other news: 
The district approved

paying $17,941.88 as a
membership due for
Schools for Fair Funding.
The group is the sponsor
organization for the
school funding lawsuit
against the state that’s
resulted in a number of
state Supreme Court rul-
ings against the state leg-
islature. The motion
passed 4-2, with Budde
and Treaster opposed.

The district approved
creating an additional po-
sition for a technology
technician. 

The district received
the gift of a tractor split-
ting set, cherry picker
hoist, and transmission
jack from Norm Oeding,
valued at $2,500.

The district received
the donation of a 2001
Ford F350 valued at
$9,999 from Kranz Fam-
ily, Inc. to the Newton
High School auto shop
program.

The district received a

$500 grant from the Ed-
camp Foundation to
Santa Fe 5/6 Center to be
used to purchase flexible
seating.

The district received
$750 from United Way
for Cooper Early Educa-
tion Center to purchase
supplies for direct serv-
ices to families.

The Parents As Teach-
ers program received a
donation of $264 from
United Way of the Plains
to be used to purchase re-
sources for making home
visits.

South Breeze Elemen-
tary received a $150 do-
nation from Nancy
Schlup for various pieces
of furniture.

The meeting lasted two
hours. Board Member
Toby Tyner was not pres-
ent. 

The board held an exec-
utive session to discuss
confidential personnel
matters. The board later
finalized their intent to
not renew the contract of
drama, theater teacher
Michael Parker.

BOARD
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Shirk said, adding he
can rotate the head to
horizontal or vertical for
pasture trimming and
side trimming.

Cows don't eat trees,
he said, but they will eat
the tree leaves if they
can get to them, and
that's where he comes
in.

“So basically, the
problem is Eastern Red
Cedars are invasive in
this part of the country,”
he said. “They suck up
moisture.”

Shirk said one acre of
cedars uses 55,000 gal-
lons of water a year.
One cedar tree with a
three-inch trunk uses 33
gallons of water a day,
Shirk said. 

“It's a lot,” Shirk said,
adding he did a 60-acre
pasture four miles from
where he lives, which
was inundated with
cedar trees.

After removing them,
they realized they saved
3.1 million gallons of
water per year that did-
n't go back to the aquifer
or wasn't used to grow

plants that were benefi-
cial to the farmer, like
grass, which could be
used to feed cattle. 

Shirk said he went
back to that land two
years later and grass
was five to six feet tall.
That way, the land can
be a pasture.

Through his business,
Gerrel's, Shirk provides
a variety of services.
Those include, besides
side trimming hedges up
to 20 feet and pasture
clearing, he also does
stump grinding and dirt
work. Those who wish to
contact Shirk can call
316-259-6289 or 316-
283-7716 or e-mail gc-
shirk@yahoo.com.

On the back of his
business card is written,
“A hedgerow 11 feet
wide on a half mile is
one acre.” He said, “Let's
say some of those
hedgerows have limbs
going out into the field.” 

He said he's had them
grow to 50 feet out, and
some of the limbs were
huge.

Some companies go
out and rip limbs off the
trees, causing injury to
the tree, Shirk said.
With his method, he

cuts the limb off, and
then new growth will
help make the wind-
break better than it was
before. 

“These hedgerows
have been in 80 years or
longer,” Shirk said.

Once he trims the
trees, farmers are left
with more land on which
to plant crops, and Shirk
said these trees can
leave 80 years of com-
posting and once trees
are side trimmed prop-
erly, that's virgin soil
that hasn't been tilled
for 80 years.

“Once you've side-
trimmed it properly,
you've reduced the
amount of water it needs
to stay alive,” Shirk
said, adding it cuts
water usage by 40 per-
cent.

In addition, farmers
with $500,000 combines
don't want to get them
near the tree overgrowth
because they might tear
up their equipment.

Another piece of
equipment Shirk uses is
like a bush hoe, which is
a large lawnmower. It'll
cut down a seven-inch
hardwood tree.

“I can come down on

the tree and seconds
later, you don't see any-
thing,” he said.

This probably is his
most productive piece of
equipment, and it elimi-
nates cutting, stacking
and burning.

“One pass, and it's
done,” Shirk said.

Before he “retired,”
which lasted only
around a couple months,
if that long, Shirk was
running this business.
His other business, also
called Gerrel's, he ran
on West First in New-
ton, where they repaired
cars. After 35 years of
wrenching and being a
mechanic, Shirk said he
had had enough, but he
didn't really want to re-
tire. He said that before
he “retired,” he had a
skid steer and used to
clear nature trails for
the Harvey County Con-
servancy on land near
East Lake. He also did
some work for the Na-
tional Conservancy east
of Cassoday.

“On that deal, Westar
picked up the deal on
that,” Shirk said. “Just
clearing up trails so peo-
ple can enjoy being out
in the country.”

SAW
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Gerrel Shirk of rural Newton looks over the large saw he invented.
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Mary C. Kessler, 101, passed away
Thursday, April 5, 2018 at Presbyterian
Manor in Newton.  She was born June 24,
1916, at Jewell to Louis M and Annie Har-
rison Jorgenson. As a young girl, her fam-
ily moved to Manhattan, where she
graduated from high school. She gradu-
ated Kansas State University in Manhat-
tan in 1938 with a degree in home
economics education. She taught in
Topeka until her marriage to Frank B.
Kessler June 10, 1941. When Frank was drafted for
World War II, Mary returned to teaching, and in the
summers, she managed a canning kitchen for produce
from Victory Gardens.  I

n 1945, they moved to Hays, and she became a full-
time homemaker as their children were born.  In 1956,
she returned to teaching at Fort Hays State College
and then at high schools in Downs and Smith Center.
The family moved to Newton in 1961, where Frank
took over the family grain and livestock farm where he
had grown up and Mary taught home economics at
Santa Fe junior high until she retired in 1978.

Mary was a member of Trinity Heights United
Methodist Church and was active in the work of United
Methodist Women. She also was a member of the New-
ton Area Retired Teachers Association, Harvey County
Home Economics Club and Newton Medical Center
Auxiliary, having held offices in those organizations.

A willing volunteer, she worked several years at
Friendly Acres, now Asbury Park, initiating a crafts

program for the residents and assisting with
the annual bazaar. As a 4-H volunteer, she
assisted with clothing projects. Working with
the Newton Medical Hospital Auxiliary,
Mary was chairman of the “Toys for Pediatric
Patients,” coordinating making and distrib-
uting 135 toys annually. In her church, she
enjoyed working on the annual church
bazaars, making decorations for mother-
daughter banquets, as well as serving meals
there. In her later years, Mary was active in

Piece Makers quilting group at Trinity Heights and
made a quilt for each of her children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. She learned watercolor paint-
ing at age 92 and created more than 200 paintings,
some of which she sold and donated the proceeds to the
Presbyterian Manor Scholarship fund.  

Survivors are a son, Alan F. Kessler (Karen) of Cedar
Rapids, Iowa; a daughter, Arlys K. Nilles (Gary) of
Verona, Wisc.; a brother, Paul Jorgenson of Arlington,
Va.; four grandchildren; and nine great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her husband in 2006 and
an infant daughter in 1946.

A celebration of life will be at 11 a.m. Saturday, April
14, at Trinity Heights United Methodist Church. Burial
will be at 10 a.m. April 14 at Greenwood Cemetery in
Newton. Visitation will be from 4 to 7 p.m. Friday,
April 13, at Petersen Funeral Home in Newton. Memo-
rials are suggested to Newton Presbyterian Manor or
Trinity Heights United Methodist Church in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.

MARY C. KESSLER
Robert D.

Reinhardt Sr.
passed away
at the age of
88 on Sun-
day, April 8,
2018, at
Schowalter
Villa, Hes-
ston.

He was
born the third of seven
children to Victor and
Hazel Cowell Reinhardt on
Feb. 25, 1930, in Chicago.
He married Shirley Davis
on Aug. 12, 1950, in
Chicago. They celebrated
50 years of marriage before
her death on Jan. 1, 2001.

Bob entered the U.S.
Army in 1951 through
1953, serving in Korea. He
worked in the carpet indus-
try for more than 40 years
as a territory sales man-
ager in Chicago, Nebraska
and Kansas.

Bob and Shirley enjoyed
many summers at Long
Lake, Wis., and lived their
dream of retiring to lake
living in 1993. Bob re-
turned to Newton in 2012.

He was a 64-year mem-
ber of the Masonic Lodge.
Bob was also a member of
Scottish Rite, Eastern
Star, Midian Shrine, Har-
vey County Shrine Club,
Royal Order of Jesters,
Elks Lodge, V.F.W. and
American Legion. He was a
volunteer for Hospice of
Rice Lake, Wis., for more
than 15 years.

Survivors include his
son, Robert Jr and Debbie
of Walton; and daughter,
Debbie and Jerry Janzen

of Hutchinson.
Grandchildren
include Jason
(Abby) Rein-
hardt of Walton,
Sarah (Zach)
Southwick of
BelAire, Jake
Reinhardt of
Overland Park,
Shelby (Josh)

Dakin of Haysville, and
Cory Janzen of Overland
Park. Great grandchildren
are Gus and Henry Rein-
hardt, Kennedy and Silas
Southwick, and Emma,
Brody, and Maximus
Dakin. A brother, Ron of
Colorado Springs, Colo.,
survives as does his spe-
cial friend, Sharon
Novotny of Rice Lake, Wis.

He was preceded in
death by wife, Shirley, his
parents, and siblings, Vic-
tor, Carl, Paul, Yvonne,
and Mary.

Funeral services will be
at 10 a.m. Friday, April
13, at the Broadway Colo-
nial Funeral Home.

The casket will be open
after 1 p.m. Thursday at
the Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton,
where the family will re-
ceive friends between 6
and 8 p.m.

A memorial has been es-
tablished with the Midian
Shrine Plane of Mercy,
and contributions may be
sent to Broadway Colonial
Funeral Home, 120 E.
Broadway, Newton, KS,
67114.

Condolences may be left
at www.broadwaycolo-
nialfh.com.

ROBERT D. REINHARDT

Joseph D.
Penner, 90,
died Monday,
April 9, 2018,
at Kidron
Bethel in
North Newton.

He was born
on August 11,
1927, in New-
ton, the son of
Daniel and Marie Boese
Penner.

Joseph was raised in
the Burrton area and
graduated from Bethel
Academy.

He married Florene
Viola Riesen on Sept. 15,
1949, at the Grace Hill
Mennonite Church in
rural Newton. They lived
in the Burrton area for
over 40 years before set-
tling in North Newton in
2010. Florene died on No-
vember 29, 2014.

Joseph worked as a ma-
chinist in Hutchinson at
the Cessna Fluid Power
Division which would
later become known as
the Eaton Corporation.

He was a longtime
member of the First Men-
nonite Church of Hal-
stead and active with the
Etcetera Shop in Newton
and the American Dia-
betes Association.

Survivors include his
children Janet Kaufman
and husband Roger of Bel

Aire, Teresa
Yost of Wi-
chita, and
Michael Pen-
ner and wife
Janice of Wi-
chita; brother
Donald Pen-
ner of North
Newton; sister
Carol

Claassen of Portwin;
three grandchildren; and
six great grandchildren.

Joseph was preceded in
death by his parents and
wife.

Memorial services will
be at 3:30 p.m. Monday,
April 16, 2018, at the
First Mennonite Church
of Halstead.

The casket will be open
from 1 to 6 p.m. Sunday
at Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, where the
family will receive friends
from 4 to 6 p.m.

A memorial has been
established with the First
Mennonite Church of
Halstead and Kidron
Bethel, and contributions
may be sent to Broadway
Colonial Funeral Home,
120 E. Broadway, New-
ton, KS 67114.

Condolences may be
left at www.broadway-
colonialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

JOSEPH D. PENNER
Robert W. Schmidt,

88, passed away on
Easter Sunday, April 1,
2018, at Schowalter
Villa in Hesston, Kan.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
August and Esther
Schmidt, and brother,
Richard Schmidt.

Robert was born on
Feb. 16, 1930, in Enid,
Okla., to August and Es-
ther K. Schmidt. He
completed his elemen-
tary/secondary schooling
in Meno, Okla., at Okla-
homa Bible Academy. He
attended Bethel College,
where he received his
chemistry degree in 1952
and then taught one
year at Sun City High
School before marrying
Betty Enns on Aug. 27,
1953. They were married
64 years prior to his
passing.

Robert and Betty
moved to Norman, Okla.,
where they started their
family and Robert con-
tinued his education at
Oklahoma University.
He received his Masters
and PhD and, following
graduation, moved to In-
dianola, Iowa, where
Bob then taught for two
years at Simpson Col-
lege. Moving to Newton
in1961, he was employed
at Bethel College as Pro-
fessor of Chemistry and
Micro-Biology, educating
students and performing
research for over 30
years.

He was an avid reader,
had a wonderful sense of
humor, a lover of history
and was always on a

quest for knowledge.
Robert was a member

of Bethel College Men-
nonite Church of North
Newton since 1954. He
was a quiet, thoughtful,
caring man, always
mindful of the needs of
others 

He is survived by his
wife, Betty Schmidt;
children, Rebecca (Gary)
Dick Baldwin City, Kan.,
Brian (Debra) Schmidt,
Lenexa, Kan., Kenneth
(Linda) Schmidt, Salt
Lake City, Utah, Karen
(Kent) Richards Baldwin
City, Kan.; siblings,
Eleanor Nickel, North
Newton, Wilbur and Ar-
lene Schmidt, Hutchin-
son, and James Schmidt,
Oklahoma City, Okla.
There are eight grand-
children, Jena Dick,
Phillip (Jesica) Schmidt,
Tessa (Ryan) Matheson,
Nathan (Lauren) Dick,
Bradley Schmidt, Heath
Parmley, Wyatt Parm-
ley, and Betsy Parmley;
and two great-grandchil-
dren, Emmett Matheson
and Brody Matheson.

A celebration of life
was at 11 a.m. Saturday,
April 7, at the Bethel
College Mennonite
Church in North New-
ton. A public visitation
was on Friday, April 6,
at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton.

The family requests
that in lieu of flowers,
memorial donations be
made to the “Robert W.
Schmidt Endowed Schol-
arship Fund” or the
Bethel College Mennon-
ite Church.

ROBERT SCHMIDT

Willard R.
(Stormy) Ban-
man, 85,
passed away
April 9, 2018,
following a
brief illness.
Willard was
born Nov. 9,
1932 in Goes-
sel, Kan., the
son of John F. and Anna
(Schmidt) Banman.

Willard returned to the
area in 2001 after retiring
from teaching Health Sci-
ences at Lakeland Com-
munity College for 29
years in Mentor, Ohio.
During his professional
career, he also worked at
Michigan State University
and the University of
Evansville.

His hobbies included
walking, gardening (both
vegetable and flowers)
and working on his farm
land near his childhood
home in Goessel. He also
enjoyed restoring vintage
cars and tractors. His fa-
vorite restore was the
Ford Thunderbird, having
restored a 1960 and a
1965 model. He was a
member of the Mid-
Kansas Vintage Thunder-
bird Club and the Vintage
Thunderbird Club Inter-

national.
He is sur-

vived by his
wife of 60
years, Shirley
A. (Blosser);
children,
Jacque Ban-
man of Hous-
ton, Texas,
Mike Banman

(Harriett Akins) and
granddaughter, Madison
Akins-Banman of New Al-
bany, Ind.; siblings, Ken-
neth (Bonnie) Banman of
Scottsdale, Ariz., and
Julia (Don) Rexer of Hen-
dersonville, Tenn., along
with numerous nieces and
nephews and a great
niece.  

Willard was preceded in
death by his parents, John
F. and Anna (Schmidt),
and older brother, Merlin.

A memorial service to
celebrate Willard’s life
will be held Saturday,
April 14, at 3:30 p.m. at
the Alexenderwohl Men-
nonite Church, where he
was an active member. In
lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to the Alex-
enderwohl Mennonite
Church, sent in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home, 215
N. Main, Newton, KS,
67114.

WILLARD R. BANMAN

Orville A. Schmidt, 77,
died Monday, April 9, 2018,
at the Via Christi Regional
Medical Center-St. Francis
Campus in Wichita follow-

ing an automobile accident.
Services are pending and

will be announced by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.

ORVILLE SCHMIDT

Robert H. Jones, 70, retired Cessna Aircraft me-
chanic, died Monday, April 9, 2018, at his residence.

He was born January 20, 1948, at Eureka to William
H. and Fornia M. (Hollis) Jones.

He was a U.S. Navy veteran, serving during Viet-
nam.

On June 14, 1975, he married Joyce M. Zarnowski at
Halstead, and she survives of the home.

Other survivors include son Bill Jones, Wichita;
daughter, Tiffany (Chris) Moos, Halstead; sisters, Judy
(Van) Van Cleve and Connie Garman, Moline; and
three grandchildren.

Private family graveside services will be at Halstead
Cemetery with Chaplain Tal Tittsworth officiating.

Memorials may be given to the Salvation Army in
care of Kaufman Funeral Home, Halstead.

ROBERT H. JONES
April 9
Arrests:
Starlin Welch, 36,

Wichita, warrant, 100
Blk W Elm St

Tyler Rigby, 24,Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk
E Eighth St 

Tiffany Lewis 31, Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk
W Elm St 

April 8
Arrests:
Francisco Deltoro,

29, Newton, domestic
battery, 1800 Blk Old
Main St.

Jason Kirkby, 35,
Marion, distribution of
narcotic, I-135 mile
marker 31 

Richard Reese, 58,
Newton, aggravated as-
sault, 600 Blk SE Third
St

Criminal call:
Theft, 500 Blk E Sec-

ond St

April 7
Arrests: 
Rebekah Magdaleno,

37, Wichita, possession
of narcotics, I-135 mile
marker 26

Jason Wilson, 41, Wi-
chita, possession of
stimulant, 100 Blk W
Fifth St

Kenorris Drummond,
24, criminal depriva-
tion of property 00 Blk
Roanoke Cour

Criminal call:
Larceny 1700 Blk S

Kansas Ave

April 6
Arrests:
Maggie Andes, 35,

Dickinson, N.D., pos-
session of marijuana ,
1700 Blk S Kansas
Parking Lot

Dennis Britton, 31,
Newton ,warrant, 400
Blk N Main St 

Ashea Dewalt, 42,
Wichita, possession of
stolen property,
methamphetamine,
drug paraphernalia,
driving while sus-
pended 

Martin Andes, 36,
Dickinson, N.D., pos-
session of marijuana,
1700 Blk S Kansas Ave 

April 5
Arrests:
Joseph Clerveaux,

39, Halstead, DUI,
1000 Blk S Kansas

Criminal call:
Drug violation, I-135

Highway

April 4

Arrests:
Sara Rimbey, 34,

Peabody, warrant,
Highway 50 milepost
284

Lloyd Smith, 48,
Newton, warrant, 10
Blk E Eighth St. 

Jose Rodriquez, 48,
Wichita, warrant, 100
Blk W Elm St. 

Tatum Coleman, 44,
Wichita, possession of
stimulant, identity
theft, 100 Blk E Fourth
St 

Austin Merrick, pos-
session of stimulant,
possession of stolen ve-
hicle, identity theft,
100 Blk E Fourth St
18-1058

Criminal call:
Sex offenses, 100 Blk

E Seventh St
Domestic distur-

bance, 1000 Blk E Sev-
enth St.

April 3
Arrests:
Jeremy McDuffey,

42, Salina, warrant,
100 Blk E Eighth St. 

Criminal call:
Larceny, 400 Blk

Harrison St
Burglary, 600 Blk SE

Second St

Stucky to speak
at local museum

Harvey County Historical
Museum and Archives will
host trail researcher Brian
Stucky of Goessel at its April
Sunday Lecture Series talk. 

Stucky will give a presenta-
tion titled “Tracking the
Cherokee Trail” at 2 p.m.
Sunday, April 15. Stucky’s
presentation will cover the
Cherokee Trail, an 1849 Gold
Rush Trail spanning from
Oklahoma and Arkansas to
California. He will speak to
the history and path of this
important trail in American
history, which passed
through part of Harvey
County. The Sunday Lecture
Series is monthly at 2 p.m. on
the third Sunday of the
month. Admission to the lec-
ture is $5. Members free.

Democrats meeting soon
Harvey County Democrats

will have their monthly
meeting at 7 p.m. Tuesday,
April 17, in the east commu-
nity room in the county
courthouse basement. The
group will have a short busi-
ness meeting and discuss its
summer and fall activities.

—For Newton Now

Police make highway meth arrest 
Newton Police arrested Jason Kirkby, 35, of Marion

on charges of distribution of narcotics. 
According to Lt. Scott Powell, the

department pulled Kirkby over on
April 8 at Mile Marker 31 on Inter-
state 135.

The vehicle, a 1999 Ford Expedi-
tion, had a busted windshield.

Powell said the arresting officer had
a drug sniffing dog with him and, ob-
serving the driver seemed nervous,
ran the dog around the vehicle.

Powell said the dog indicated there were drugs in
the vehicle, and police found 6.3 grams of metham-
phetamine and 7.8 grams of marijuana. Powell said
the way the drugs were packaged led police to believe
that the suspect intended to distribute them. 

Kirksby





Newton apparently en-
joys a good story. 

A larger-than-expected
crowd of 180 showed up
for Newton Now's inaugu-
ral Talk 20 event.

The event featured 10
different speakers from
the Harvey County com-
munity giving short pre-
sentations on unique
perspectives they've had
from their lives and expe-
riences. 

Following the success
and positive feedback,
Newton Now plans to hold
another event in the fu-
ture, with a new roster of
speakers, possibly in Sep-
tember.

They have a sweet,
moist sponge, filled with
an equally sweet fluffy
center, and they’re about
as American as baseball
and apple pie.

They’re Twinkies, and
those tasty, probably-not-
too-good-for-you treats
celebrated their 85th
birthday Friday, April 6.

And thanks to two
Santa Fe 5/6 students, the
school celebrated the date
with 600 of the confec-
tions.

As part of a “genius
hour” project, which al-
lows students to research
subjects that interest
them, the duo of Alex
Kuder and Jacob Walters
decided to do a joint proj-
ect on Twinkies.

In their research, they
decided to go directly to
the source, Hostess, which
produces the treat.

“The Genius Hour proj-
ect is to find out informa-
tion on anything we are
interested in what we
don’t know about,” the
students wrote in a letter
to Mr. Preeo with Host-
ess. “The project we de-
cided to do is on Twinkies.
Since National Twinkie
Day is on April 6 this
year, we would appreciate
if you could send anything
that pertains to
Twinkies.”

They asked for informa-

tion on the dessert
snacks, how they’re made,
history and “even maybe
one Twinkie.”

Well, the students re-
ceived more than one
Twinkie; they were given
more than 600, which
they passed out to the
school on Friday.

As they entered class-
rooms, they told students
and teachers it was Na-
tional Twinkie Day. As a
surprise, Hostess included
only two Twinkies in that
600 that had strawberry
cream filling, as opposed
to what is presumably
vanilla. Those students
then were winners of two
larger prizes, a Twinkie
maker and a play Twinkie
Boy. Two other students
who had stickers on their
Twinkies’ wrappers each
received their own box of
the snack.

“Sugar,” Kuder said,
wearing a Twinkies T-
shirt, which was one of
two given to Kuder and
Walters, who wore the
other one on Friday, April
6.

Most students seemed
excited to get a Twinkie
snack at school, and some
hadn’t even tasted one be-
fore.

“I like the Twinkies,”
student and first-time
taster Alora Harper said.
“They taste like sponge
cake.”

Kuder and Walters
were happy when they
learned what Hostess had
done.

“We were excited, and
we already started a
video,” Kuder said. “Mrs.
Cooper was really ex-
cited.”

Kuder explained fur-
ther what Genius Hour is.

“Genius Hour is what
we do every quarter,” he
said. “You can do stuff
like share new things; you
can make things as long
as it’s appropriate for
school, like you can learn
about popcorn.”

One student researched
the designs on a dollar
bill. 

Sixth-grade interre-
lated teacher Becky
Cooper said another stu-
dent learned how to
change a flat tire.

“This project stemmed
from a practice we have
used in our classrooms for
the last four years,”
Cooper wrote in a news
release. “What first
started as an 80/20 idea
in which private-sector
companies would allow
their employees to use 20
percent of their time to
work on projects that in-
terest them and the re-
maining time for the
assigned job.”

Influencing Genius
Hour Project-Based
Learning for schools has
been Daniel Pink’s book
“Drive” and by Google,
Cooper wrote.

As part of their Genius
Hour, Kuder and Walters
learned Twinkie history,
like at first, it was stuffed
with banana filling and
contained things like milk
and eggs that didn’t have
long shelf lives.

“Shelf life was two days
when it was made,” Kuder
said. “Now, it’s 26 days
whenever it doesn’t have
dairy.”

The company switched
to vanilla filling during
World War II when there
was a banana shortage.

Another factoid about
Twinkies is President Bill
Clinton put a Twinkie in
the American Millennium
time capsule, which will
be opened in 2100.

Kuder didn’t think the
Twinkie would be in good
shape that far in the fu-
ture.

“It’s definitely not going
to be good being in there
for 101 years,” he said.

Originally, Twinkies
sold for 5 cents for two.

As part of their presen-
tation, Kuder and Walters
said the “cream-filled
golden sponge cake” first
was introduced by Conti-
nental Baking Co. in
1933. This is the company
that made Wonder Bread
and had a Hostess snack
line. Former Wonder
Bread baker and Twinkie
inventor James Dewar
named them “Twinkies”
after a Twinkle Toes
shoes sign.

Twinkies now only are
made at a plant in Empo-
ria, they reported, and it
takes 10 minutes to make
the snack.

“Hostess turns over
roughly 1,000 Twinkies
per minute in its factory,”
they wrote. “Contrary to
urban legend, a Twinkie
doesn’t last forever; it is
designed to last only 26
days from the day it was

made.”
A total of 500 million

Twinkies are sold annu-
ally, and in 2012, the
Twinkie company de-
clared bankruptcy, and
production ceased. Boxes
were sold on eBay for
$100. A year later, an-
other company saved that
company and returned

the Twinkie to grocery
store shelves.

“So, again, happy birth-
day, Twinkie,” they said
in their presentation,
which was videotaped.
“Even though you are two
small cakes, the contribu-
tion of happiness into our
world has been enor-
mous.”

April 12, 2018      Newton Now www.harveycountynow.com      Page 11SCHOOLS

Divorce Forces Sale
Like New Furniture

Pub table, eight chairs $389, Flexsteel sectional 
with recliners $289. Oak file cabinet, oak rolltop 

desk. Pair of Lazy Boy High Leg recliners $139 each. 
1880's oak wardrobe. Metal racks, six bookcases, 

grandmother clock $50. Too much to list all...

SUGAR, NO SPICE AND EVERYTHING NICE

Santa Fe students get response from Hostess

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Santa Fe student Alex Kuder, right, talks to other students about
Twinkies on Friday at the school.
Top: From left, Santa Fe 5/6 Center students Alora Harper, Naomi Gar-
rett and Piper Davis mess around just before tasting Twinkies for the
first time.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Carmen Weller, center, gives a high five to student Jacob Walters, who teamed up with Alex Kuder to do a Genius Hour project on Twinkies.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Inaugural Talk 20 on Friday deemed a success
NEWTON NOW STAFF

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
About 180 people attend the Friday night Talk20 event, hosted by Newton Now, at the Meridian Center in
Newton. Left: One of the speakers was Raymond Olais.

Call 316-281-7899
to subscribe!

ACROSS
1. Piggy's glasses ("Lord
of the Flies")
6. Strike caller
9. Not a hit
13. Earth in Latin
14. Fa follower
15. Half of diameters
16. Architectural projec-
tion
17. Down Under bird
18. Mountaineer's tool
19. *Royal family since
1917
21. *2018 royal bride
23. Stumblebum
24. Ship wrecker
25. *A national color
28. Ditto
30. Poster heading
35. "It aint over till it's
____"
37. General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade
39. Hindu sage
40. Not all
41. World Series mistake
43. Not Sunni
44. Augmenting
46. Hatha or bikram, e.g.
47. Teller's partner
48. Take the first steps
50. Bar bill, pl.
52. *The British Royal
Navy secures it
53. Strip of wood
55. Bebop, for short
57. *Cause of 1936 abdi-
cation
60. *#29 Down's co-ruler
64. Dam
65. Fuss, to Shakespeare
67. Dhaka, formerly
68. Black tie ____
69. Biochemistry abbr.
70. Foe
71. Between bleu and
jaune
72. Seasonal blues
73. ____ sociales or social
networks

DOWN

1. Put in the hold
2. ____meter or ____scope
3. Sportscaster Andrews
4. Words to live by
5. Pico de gallo and such
6. Drug addict
7. *Catherine of Aragon
to Bloody Mary
8. Musketeer's hat acces-
sory
9. Speed of object divided
by speed of sound
10. Brainchild
11. a.k.a. Xi'an, ancient
capital of China
12. *How many wives did
Henry VIII have?
15. Ships' masts and sails
attendant
20. "Coming ____ ____"
22. Get it wrong
24. *Get engaged
25. *Symbols for Houses
of Lancaster and York
26. Call forth
27. Call it quits
29. *#60 Across' co-ruler
31. Bit of smoke
32. "____ we all fall down"
33. German wine valley
34. *Present Prince of
Wales' first wife
36. First woman Attorney
General
38. Frat house party garb
42. Torah teacher
45. Esophagus
49. ____ chi
51. Fuse together
54. Former Russian lead-
ers
56. Heathrow craft
57. We have
58. Affirm
59. Pre-easter period
60. Blue dyestuff
61. Latte choice
62. "The Road Runner"
corporation
63. The Say Hey Kid
64. Leo in Russian
66. "23andMe" type of
test

THEME: ENGLISH ROYALTY



The Newton City Com-
mission meeting stood out
not for who was there but
for who was absent. 

Mayor David Nygaard
was absent and had ap-
parently not let city staff
know that he did not plan
to be present at the meet-
ing.

Commissioners, includ-
ing Glen Davis, expressed
concern about his well-
being after not having
heard from him or having
been able to get a hold of
him on his cell phone. 

After the meeting, com-
missioners were informed
Nygaard had passed
away. 

During the commission
meeting, Vice Mayor
Kathy Valentine con-

ducted business in Ny-
gaard's absence.

The meeting lasted 41
minutes. During the brief
session, the city commis-
sion gave Bob Myers the
blessing to form a Library
Board Taskforce to look at
improvements to be made
to the Newton Public Li-
brary.

“I'm glad to see this
movement,” Commis-
sioner Barth Hague said. 

The city also approved
a settlement to remove a
water flow blockage to
allow water drainage in
Centennial Park. Accord-
ing to City Attorney Chris
Towle, a tree and fencing
on property bordering the
park to the east blocked
water drainage. Eventu-
ally the city, unable to
reach an agreement, went
to court with the property
owners, whose property

was located
just outside
city bound-
aries.

The set-
tlement the
city ap-
proved
would allow
the city to
go in and remove the
blockage and pay $3,000
to remove the blockage.

Koehn said spending
the money makes sense to
rectify the situation to
avoid more time in court
and to make sure the
clearing is done properly. 

“It will be nice to get a
resolution to the flooding
problems,” Myers said,
adding that a significant
rain event could still
bring some flooding. 

The city will use heavy
equipment to remove the
trees. 

In other news:
The city proclaimed

April 24 as Arbor Day
within Newton. The
proclamation is essential
for the city to have the
designation as a Tree
City. Newton has been
recognized as a Tree City
for 42 years, which ties it
with four other cities for
the longest stretch of hav-
ing that designation. 

City of Newton honored
members of Chisholm
Middle School for being
named Kansas Green
School of the Year 

The City of Newton
named April Child Abuse
Prevention month.

The City of Newton ap-
proved a special event re-
quest for the Heading For
Home 5K to be held July
4 in Athletic Park. 

The city commission ap-
proved the issuance of in-

dustrial revenue bonds is-
sued by the City of Wi-
chita for Presbyterian
Manor. The Newton Com-
mission got a say in the
decision because some in-
dustrial bonds issued to
the organization based in
Wichita would be used in
the Newton 

The city commission ap-
proved Newton Now help-
ing host a beer garden at
the Newton Downtown
Car Show in May. The
beer garden will be lo-
cated in the Midland
Bank parking lot, be
fenced off and have pri-
vate security.

Thursday, April 12

3 p.m.—Boys varsity
tennis at Hutchinson

3:30 p.m.—Newton
Forensics Tournament at
Newton High School

4 p.m.—Varsity softball
at Andover Central  

6:30 p.m.—Weather
seminar, Lindley Hall

6:30 p.m.—Varsity
track meet at Cessna Sta-
dium in Wichita 

7 p.m.—Newton Chris-
tian Bible School cele-
brates 45 years, 900 Old
Main St. 

7 p.m.—Healthy Nutri-
tion for Good Health semi-
nar at Newton Public
Library 

Friday, April 13
4 p.m.—Family movie

at Newton Public Library,
“A Bug's Life”

4:30 p.m.—Varsity
baseball at Abilene 

7 p.m.—Latin Fusion
Music Showcase, Bethel
College Academy for Per-
forming Arts 

Saturday, April 14
10 a.m.—Clay Whistle

workshop at Carriage
Factory Gallery, 128 E
6th St

3 p.m.—Goldfish drag
races at the Harvey
County East Park

Sunday, April 15
2 p.m.—Tracking the

Cherokee Trail, with
Brian Stucky at the Har-
vey County Historical Mu-
seum, 203 N Main St. 

4 p.m.—Painting activ-
ity, Jay's Place

7 p.m.—Kansas Men-
nonite Men's Chorus,
Bethel College, North
Newton 

Monday, April 16
7 p.m.—Retirement in-

come planning at Newton
Public Library led by Stu-
art Wells of Central Na-
tional Bank.

Tuesday, April 17
9:30 a.m.—Grant writ-

ing workshop at Harvey
County Extension Office 

4 p.m.—Varsity base-
ball at Campus High
School 

4 p.m.—Varsity softball
at Campus High School 

6:15 p.m.—Varsity soc-
cer at Salina Central 

7 p.m.—Talk From a
Harvey Girl presentation
at Newton Public Library 

Wednesday, April
18

9:30 a.m.—Life Enrich-
ment presentation at Kre-
hbiel Auditorium on
Bethel Campus

traditionally the mayor-
ship passes to the city's
vice mayor after a mayor’s
term is completed. 

“I would expect Kathy
[Valentine] to be ap-
pointed mayor by fellow
commissioners, and it will
be up to the commission
to decide who to appoint

as vice mayor,” she said. 
It would then be up to

the commission to select a
person to appoint to fill
the empty position on the
city commission. 

McDaniel said the city
had not had to select a re-
placement for a vacant
seat since about 10 years
ago, following a resigna-
tion.

She said, in that case,
the commission took ap-

plications from the gen-
eral public. She said, how-
ever, the commission
could opt to take other ac-
tions, such as appointing
the highest finisher in the
recent city commission
election to the commis-
sion.

She said that City Man-
ager Bob Myers would
likely inform commission-
ers of their options in
coming weeks.

vehicle she was driving with the iden-
tity, and then didn’t make payments on
the vehicle, a red 1990 Honda Civic. 

The victim of the identity theft re-
ported the incident, resulting in the
stop. 

Powell said the Newton Police De-
partment reached out to the Wichita

Police Department.  
“We contacted Wichita, and a finan-

cial crimes detective met us at the
county line and we released the pris-
oner to them,” Powell said, adding that
Wichita had been investigating the ac-
tivities. “They said, ‘We want her
badly.’”

Powell said none of the stolen identi-
ties were from Harvey County, and it’s
likely authorities in Sedgwick County
would handle the majority of the case.
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HOMES on parade

620-327-3100

Sunday, April 15th
2 PM � 4 PM

224  E. Knott, Hesston $94,900
209 Willow Lane, Hesston $155,000
127 Southport Circle, Newton $145,500

  HOMES
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, April 15tyy,Sunda
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ARREST
From Page 1

Companies interested in Harvey County
More industrial compa-

nies are looking at Harvey
County.

That's at least according
to Harvey County Eco-
nomic Development Direc-
tor Beth Shelton.

For the first quarter of
this year, her office has
fielded 17 requests from
companies for development

site proposals and enter-
tained seven site visits in
the county. The Kansas
Logistics Park has been
part of all such visits.

She said, in total, her of-
fice has seen more action
in the first quarter of this
year than it saw all of last
year.

She said the county is
currently one of the final
five locations listed for a
food production company
that could bring between
40 and 80 jobs. She said

the com-
pany
shouldn't
be any-
thing con-
troversial,
as it cre-
ates mixes
that go
into other
products. 

She said the list started
out with 60 other commu-
nities and that Harvey
County is competing
against other communities

in Kansas, Missouri and
Nebraska. 

She said Harvey County
is also a finalist for an-
other location that makes
party supplies and decora-
tions. 

For that company, the
county is competing as a fi-
nalist with Enid, Okla.

Shelton said competing
with Oklahoma is difficult,
as they're able to offer one
of the lowest power rates
in the country. 

She said that Westar

has been willing to offer
some decreases in prices to
help make the county more
competitive, but Oklahoma
still offers far lower rates. 

Shelton said that her of-
fice is focusing on middle-
sized employers. 

“With workforce being
such an issue, we don't
want to harm existing
businesses,” she said. 

Shelton elaborated, say-
ing that while Harvey
County sits in a good posi-
tion to access labor, the

low unemployment rate
makes it difficult to fill
large scale job openings. 

While there's been an
uptick in interest, it still
hasn't resulted in a loca-
tion at the logistics park.

Shelton said she expects
to hear back on one site
visit within the next few
weeks. 

She said the county was
recently eliminated off an-
other company's list after
becoming a finalist for a lo-
cation. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Shelton

NYGAARD
From Page 1
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NEWS BRIEFS

Newton City Commission meeting continues Tuesday night with one man short
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Hague

Prairie View to host chaplaincy 
program fundraiser

Prairie View, Inc., will hold a
public Spring Vespers musical
event on Sunday, April 22, at 5 p.m.
at Prairie View’s Chapel, 1901 E.
First St., Newton. 

The event is a fundraiser for
Prairie View’s chaplaincy and pas-
toral care programs.

Musical group “Dunns Plus One”
of McPherson will perform a variety
of bluegrass, contemporary and sa-
cred selections. Members include
Rev. Kathy Neufeld Dunn, Michael
Dunn, Ann Dunn and Faith
Wenger.

There is no charge to attend.
Freewill donations will be accepted.

The chaplaincy and pastoral care
programs are entirely donor funded
and are an extension of the organi-
zation’s mission, which is to foster
healing and growth in individuals
and communities by providing be-
havioral and mental health services

with compassion, competence and
stewardship in the spirit of Christ.

Annual spring concert highlights
women’s voices and music

NORTH NEWTON—Bethel Col-
lege singers will give the annual
concert devoted to women’s music
and women’s voices.

The Bethel College Women’s Cho-
rus will perform their spring con-
cert at 4 p.m. Sunday, April 15, in
the sanctuary of Bethel College
Mennonite Church. The concert is
free and open to the public.

Chorus director William Eash,
professor of music and director of
choral activities, said he tries to
choose literature based on the
singers in the group each year.

“In this particular choir, I have a
wide variety of singers,” he said.
“There are people who have never
sung before and people who have
sung a lot.”

Even though this is a choir whose

members have various levels of ex-
perience, they hold in common a
type of music they enjoy singing.

“All of them like to sing women’s
music, so I chose the best women’s
literature that I think fits for these
voices,” Eash continued.

Additionally, Eash aims to incor-
porate the various strengths of the
ensemble.

“There will be some people who
play guitar, some who take voice
lessons – we are going to incorpo-
rate them as well into this concert.”

The goal of the concert, and this
ensemble in general, is to get the
group to sing together as strong
women, Eash said.

“The intent here is to sing as a
group … who unite and encourage
themselves through vocal literature
and through the relationships in
the choir, to be strong women, to
make strong decisions in a society
that often does not respect either
their gender or their leadership
abilities,” he said.

—For Newton Now



The pool, the library,
the logistics park, child
care, rail service—all hot
button issues—made an
appearance in an action
plan presented by City
Manager Bob Myers pre-
sented to the city com-
mission for 2018 and
2019.

Myers has been spend-
ing work sessions going
over needs and wants
with city commissioners
to try to distill future ac-
tion for the city into an
achievable list.

By Monday's work ses-
sion, Myers had simpli-
fied priorities into wants
and needs.

The plan showed the
city needing a water stor-
age tank replacement at
First Street, a law en-
forcement center remodel
and airport facility re-
pairs. All such projects
the city has already
begun working on. The
list of needs had other
considerations like em-
ployee pay adjustments,
police department
staffing needs and a
street asphalt recycle.

The wants list included
more broad topics, such
as a vibrant economy, in-
novations in transporta-
tion, livability, housing,
cultural diversity and so-
cial cohesion as well as

community marketing.
“We've taken the vari-

ous feedback we've re-
ceived from you and what
I want to present to you
for consideration is what
we might establish as an
action plan,” Myers said.

To reach those goals of
addressing needs and
wants, Myers recom-
mended a seven-point ac-
tion plan, with deadlines.

“What we've done is try
to identify priority issues
and develop some action
steps we could take and
target deadlines.

On the topic of eco-
nomic development, the
plan outlined having the
Economic Development
Council complete a
strategic action plan by
August 31 in relation to
development and indus-
trial improvement.

City Commissioner
Barth Hague suggested
tying city funding of the
EDC to them completing
the plan by the date.

The plan also called for
a re-branding and mar-
keting plan for the
Kansas Logistics Park by
the end of 2018.

“This should tell us do
we need to re-brand it,”
Myers said. “What's the
best way to go after those
target industries?”

The plan would also
provide additional plat-
ting work for the logistics
park by November and
extend a water line to the
park by June of 2019.

“We're
going to
bring you
some addi-
tional
steps to-
ward that
by the
next meeting
or so,” he
said.

Other possible im-
provements to the park
would include rail exten-
sion and the paving of
Hillside. Myers said that
would happen once a
business moved into the
park that needed the ex-
tensions.

Commissioner Glen
Davis took the opportu-
nity in discussing eco-
nomic development to
advocate that those in
economic development
speak with electricity
companies to see if they
will provide lower utility
rates to make Newton
more competitive.

“I'm not beating my
own horn here, but I was
the number one salesman
for Orkin for three years
in a row,” Davis said. “I
know a little bit about
sales. Not all, but I know
if you don't go and ask
the people who make the
decision you're wasting
your time. I think we
blew Tyson as one of the
reasons they didn't con-
sider us is they didn't
think we had enough
water and if Suzanne
[Loomis] would have went

up there with our little
group, they would have
known we had enough
water for the plant.”

Davis previously advo-
cated Newton send a
small team to negotiate
with decision makers rep-
resenting Tyson Chicken.

In an article in Newton
Now this week, Harvey
County Economic Devel-
opment Director Beth
Shelton discussed speak-
ing to Westar to get more
competitive rates.

Myers said an action
plan would also create a
community development
corporation that would
help oversee business
growth. Implementation
of a plan to create such a
group would take place by
the end of the year.

On the subject of child
care, Myers said that he
wanted to organize a
group of child care stake

holders by May 15 and
create a community sur-
vey to accurately estab-
lish the need for childcare
in Newton.

“That's got to get
solved,” he said.

Myers suggested that
the city evaluate what in-
frastructure is needed to
properly serve Amtrak
passengers and a possible
expansion. In 2019, he
said the city should work
with the state and re-
gional partners to apply
for a grant available in
2019 to support passen-
ger rail funding.

The long-discussed
public library improve-
ments would get a vision-
ing task force which
would hold its first meet-
ing on May 15. The task
force would establish a
timeline and goals for
any library improve-
ments.

Davis called for some
new blood on a library
task force because, in his
opinion, the same people
are involved on city task
forces, and they always
bring forth the same re-
sults.

The city would meet
with partner agencies to
discuss the future of the
Newton Swimming Pool
by July 10, conduct a
community survey by
July 31, and determine a
plan by August 28.

“There's been some re-
search done looking at
some renovation op-
tions,” he said.

And finally, the plan
called for a work session
June 26 to address dilap-
idated housing, update
nuisance property ordi-
nance provisions, re-in-
stitute free bulky item
pickup and consider as-
sistance and incentives
plan for property clean
up.

Assistant City Man-
ager Kelly McElroy
asked if the city was
comfortable with the pri-
orities and list.

“I'm affirmative as we
move forward,” Commis-
sioner Leroy Koehn said.
“We need to fire and aim
as we go.”

Hague also gave ap-
proval of the plan and
asked Myers if the plan
was to have bearing on
future budgeting deci-
sions.

Myers said it would.
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Special thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:15am Fellowship
11am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel 
A.M.E. Church
711 E. 11th Street

9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship

Hillcrest 
Community Church

-  A Foursquare
Church

431 W. 12th
9:30am Cafe Connect

10:30am Worship

Highland Trinity
United Church 

of Christ
Corner of K-15 & Dutch Ave

10:00am Worship
11:00am Sunday School

Iglesia Del Nazareno 
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible Church
900 Old Main

9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass
10:30am Sunday Mass

6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship
11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Walton United
Methodist Church

201 Blaine Street, Walton
9:00am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
KAR TTowing

1808 N. Main, Newton
316-284-1869

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
www.theyarnstation.com

Everence Financial 
Advisors

North Newton, Kansas
316-283-3800

www.everence.com/kansas

If you would like to become a
sponsor of the Newton Area

Church Directory, please con-
tact Shannin Rettig at 

shannin@harveycountynow
or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main, Newton

316-284-0636

City of Newton plan lays out future priorities
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Davis

“I’m for not beating my
own horn here, but I
was the No. 1 salesman
for Orkin for three
years in a row.”

Glen Davis

Juliana Drouhard to give
senior clarinet recital

NORTH NEWTON—
Bethel College student Ju-
liana Drouhard will give
her senior clarinet recital
at 3 p.m. Saturday, April
14, in the Administration
Building Chapel.

Drouhard, of Hesston, is
a student of James Pisano,
Bethel College associate
professor of music and di-
rector of jazz studies, and
previously studied with Jill
Gatz.

Drouhard will graduate
from Bethel in May with a
degree in music with edu-
cation licensure (upon com-
pleting student teaching
next fall). On Drouhard’s
program are “Adagio E.
Tarantello” by Ernesto
Cavallini, “Fantasy Pieces,
Op. 43,” by Niels W. Gade
and “Six Studies in Eng-
lish Folk Song” by Ralph
Vaughn Williams.

—For Newton Now
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THIS WEEK’S CROSSWORD PUZZLE SOLUTION

Bring in spring
at  Parkside 

Arts & Crafts Show!
Saturday, April 21 • 9am-4pm

Contact Lisa Schafer for more info: IntegrityEventsKS@gmail.com

Home-baked Goods • Hand-crafted Decor
Food Vendors • Arts & Crafts • Fundraisers
KIDS COURTYARD FULL OF FUN & GAMES!

Support local home industries!

It’s Citywide
Garage Sale

Time!

Cost is only $10/20 words
INCLUDES GARAGE SALE KIT* * 25¢ per add’l word. Kit includes yard sign and pricing stickers.

Submit your garage sale with this form. Drop by the Newton Now office at
706 N Main St, Newton.

Name __________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State ______________ Zip ___________
Telephone: ______________________________________________________________________

Total $____________ �Cash     � Check #            �Credit Card

�  VISA    � MasterCard    � Discover

Card No.

Expires______           3 #’s on back of card______ 

Auth. Code___________

Newton Sale Day: Saturday, April 28  
Advertising Deadline: April 20 at Noon

620-947-5702

Call or email 
Natalie Hoffman

today!

$10/20
words

natalie@
hillsborofreepress.com

Sale Address: _____________________________ Dates/Times _______________________
Items for Sale:
____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________
$10.25 $10.50 $10.75 $11.00 $11.25 $11.50

$11.75 $12.00 $12.25 $12.50 $12.75 $13.00

PHOTOS BY RAY STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
All Photos: These are just some of the several hundred people who attended the Food Truck Rally on Sunday in downtown Newton. 

Students to gain new insights into relationships 
HESSTON—College- and high school-age students

are invited to learn about creating and maintaining
healthy relationships at a free event hosted by Hes-
ston College and Bethel College. “The Relationship
Workshop: How to Have a Healthy Relationship in
the Modern World” will be presented by Dr. Joanne
Davila, Saturday, May 5, from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on
the Hesston College campus.          —For Newton Now

Food Truck Rally
on Sunday in Newton

The show must go on.
And that's what had to
happen for Newton's third
Ain't No Joke Food Truck
Rally on Sunday afternoon. 

Rain and cold weather
dampened the crowd and
attendance. 

There were still lines,
and a crowd took advan-
tage of the food trucks in
Newton, but the crowd did
not appear as big as at
past events. 

The next Ain't No Joke
Food Truck Rally will take
place Saturday, Aug. 18, at
the festival Sand Creek
Summer Daze. 

—Newton Now staff

APRIL 26TH 
7:30 A.M. TO 9:30 A.M.

NORM’S COFFEE BAR, 613 N. MAIN, NEWTON,KSNORM’S COFFEE BAR, 613 N. MAIN, NEWTON,KS
7:30 A.M. TO 9:30 A.M.
APRIL 26TH 

NORM’S COFFEE BAR, 613 N. MAIN, NEWTON,KS
7:30 A.M. TO 9:30 A.M.
APRIL 26TH 



They were just four
guys hanging out at Leg-
ends at the Airport
Hilton in Wichita, having
a few drinks.

One of the guys, Mike
White of Newton, sat
there by himself, when a
man wearing a ball cap
asked if he could join
him. White obliged, and
the man sat down. The
man turned out to be
Kurt Russell. Yes, that
Kurt Russell. Snake from
“Escape from LA,” mar-
ried to Goldie Hawn,
Kurt Russell.

Eventually, John Tra-
volta and Harrison Ford
joined them. It would
have made a nice scene
in a movie, but it was
real life.

The three movie stars
were in Wichita to get re-
certified on their planes,
White said.

“They were just, have a
beer, ya know,” White
said. “If you treat a star
like a regular person,
they’re a lot more
friendly to you.”

White should know,
since he’s been around a
lot of stars, from rock to
movie. He’s met them
mostly through his busi-
ness, from which he’s
now retired, called
Michael White Agency
Entertainment. He oper-
ated the business, which
sold contracts to promot-
ers, out of Newton.

“Met lots of rock stars
because of my business
being an agent selling
contracts to promoters,”
White said.

He said he didn’t want
to appear to be a “fan” to
the stars, so he didn’t
ask for autographs, but
he did collect their guitar
picks, some of which his
wife, Joan, has framed.
He has around 3,000.

He’s met Ted Nugent,
Aerosmith, The Who,
Chicago, 38 Special, ZZ
Top, AC/DC, Cheap
Trick, Sammy Hagar,
Cheap Trick, Willie Nel-
son, Sheryl Crow, Bonnie
Raitt, Kansas and Black
Oak Arkansas. He didn't
just hang out with movie
stars at Legends in Wi-
chita; he was there one
time with the band Jour-
ney.

“I also have a lot of
promotional slicks that
were autographed to me,”
White said. “A lot of my
work was pre-cell phone
and selfie craze and all
that.”

He said his wife took a
photo using a 35mm cam-
era of him and Ted Nu-
gent as Nugent signed an
autograph for him.

“A really nice guy if
you’re talkin’ music,”
White said about Nu-
gent. “Just don’t step
over the line and start
talking politics unless
you agree with his poli-
tics.”

He also hung out with
Keith Richards from The
Rolling Stones when they
were in Wichita in their
Bigger Bang Tour, which
White said was supposed
to be their retirement
tour.

“I was asked to do se-
curity, and me and Keith
Richards bummed
around together during
the concert and pre-con-
cert and all that,” White
said, adding he thinks it
was because Richards
wanted to bum cigarettes
off of him even though he
had road cases full of cig-
arette cartons onstage.
“He was too lazy to walk
up to the stage. The
stage was huge. He had
somebody go get me a
pack and give it to me at
the show.”

White found Richards
to be personable.

“Keith Richards was
just an everyday guy,”
White said. “He didn’t
have any attitude—I’m a
star and you’re a peas-
ant, like.”

White said on the 100-
show Bigger Bang Tour,
each Rolling Stones mu-
sician received $1 million
per show.

They each also had
their own personal chefs,
since they were on spe-

cial diets. And White met
Mick Jagger, whom he
said is a cardio exercise
enthusiast.

Several other current
or former Newton/North
Newton residents who
had the opportunity to
meet some famous people
shared their stories with
Newton Now.

Donnie Thomas, for-
merly of Newton, met the
inventor of the Space
Racers game, Bob Cas-
sata.

“I was working for a
show horse ranch not re-
alizing what all would be
ahead of me,” Thomas
said, regarding his time
in the horse show busi-
ness.

“Well, long story short,
I started to clean stalls
for the peaceful times,
and one day this older
gentleman shows up.
Asked me, ‘Who are you?’
I said my name; he intro-
duced himself. He told
me how good a job I was
doing taking care of his
horses. He found out that
I went to church and
asked me to pray for all
our meals. Even made
sure I prayed before
every horse show.”

Thomas said the man
won every show in addi-
tion to the ones he didn't
ask to be prayed over.

“He nicknamed me
Preacher, told my boss I
wasn't going to be in the
horse show business long
because he believed God
was calling me to
preach,” Thomas said.
“Then the horse trainer
of the company told me
that, 'Don't you know
who that is?' I said no.
She said that [he was]
the inventor of Space
Racers.”

Thomas said he was
confused because Cas-
sata told Thomas his wife
invented the game.

“He was just another

man to me, a friend,”
Thomas said. “He showed
up to my kid's birthday.
Gave them money. We
went on to win the paint
horse world show. I know
his family went to the
movie with him. He was
sad I left to go into min-
istry but happy. Humble
caring man. Big heart.
And his wife is the
grandma I never had.”

Former Newton resi-
dent Matt Bartel said he
knows a couple guys who
also are former Newton
residents who tracked
down The Band after a
concert in Wichita at the
hotel.

“At the after party, one
of The Band members
gave them cash and sent
them out looking for
'white bread, boloney and
canned fruit' in Wichita,
at about 3 a.m.,” Bartel
said. “If you've seen 'The
Last Waltz,' you might
recall Levon Helm and
Robbie Robertson talking
about their early days
shoplifting food to sur-
vive. They ate a lot of
'white bread, boloney and
canned fruit' back then.”

The Band is famous for
the songs “The Night
They Drove Old Dixie
Down” and “The Weight.”

Helm and Robertson
are members of The
Band.

In college, former New-
ton resident Carly Sto-
vall said she met a very
hung over Kenny Loggins
at a TV station in Kansas
City. It was 6 a.m., and
he still was recovering
from the night before
when he performed.

Patricia Randall of
Newton said, “My daugh-
ter talked to John Den-
ver, was kissed by Harry
Chapin, and we have
both been in the same
room as Bob Vila.”

Giovanna Schnabel of
Newton said she once

was in a show with Rob
Lowe.

Newton resident
Wilma Decker has met
most of the people from
the show “Prospectors”
and from the Alaskan
Kilchers, who have a re-
ality TV show.

“The actor Cliff Robert-
son carved his initials in
our old school
bus/camper when he was
here in Newton for either
the Chisholm Trail Festi-
val or the rodeo,” Marge
Roberson said. “The
JayCees used our bus as
headquarters. It proba-
bly was in 1968, ’69 or
’70.”

Bruce Behymer wrote,
“I once saw Roy Orbison
in an airport buying a
magazine. That's when I
figured out he wasn't
blind. He just wore big
glasses.”

Noelle Dickinson with
Newton Presbyterian
Manor wrote, “My

brushes with famous peo-
ple weren’t long enough
to warrant a mention
other than working for
Senator Bob Dole’s Wi-
chita office as an intern
one summer. It was 1987
when he was running for
president, so he was busy
on the campaign trail but
did come back to Wichita
for one fundraising
event. It was wonderful
to meet him again on his
thank-you tour of Kansas
a couple of years ago

here in town.”
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CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE CELEBRITY KIND

Newton residents meet the rich, famous

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Mike White of Newton holds some framed guitar picks he got from famous musicians during the years. These
picks belong to his collection of around 3,000. White’s met a variety of movie and rock stars, including Ted
Nugent, Aerosmith, The Who and AC/DC.

COURTESY PHOTO
Former Newton resident Carly Stovall, daughter of Mark and Cathy
Willis, poses with Kenny Loggins when she met him when she was in
college.

COURTESY PHOTO
Wilma Decker of Newton, left, had the chance to meet Dwayne Hall
from The Weather Channel’s show “Prospectors.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com



One mom posted a
video of her young daugh-
ter reciting word for word
the lines in Marva
Weigelt's “Dandelion
Horn” video that went
viral recently.

“This little girl jumps
around in a swimming
pool—said exactly when I
said, so kids loved it,”
Weigelt said, smiling.

As of late last week, the
video had reached at least
16 million people, Weigelt
said. In 2016, the video
had 13,000 views, and it
went from 13,000 to 16
million in one week. 

The Newton resident
originally posted the
video on March 30, 2016,
and reposted it again in
late March this year. A
couple of years ago, it did-
n't go viral, but some-
thing changed this year.

“It started to go, and I
was just blown any how
far it grew,” she said. “It
just kept going. It totally
jams up your Facebook.”

In the video, Weigelt
explains she doesn't want
the craft of using a dan-
delion stem as a trumpet.

“Just in case something
happens to me, I don't
want this to die out,” she

said on the video. “Did
you know you can take,
pick a dandelion, take the
head off of it and use it
for a horn.”

At this point, she blows
on the stem, making a
duck-call sound.

Weigelt advised people
that not just any old dan-

delion will do.
“You want one that's

fairly stout,” she said, at
this point removing white
dandelion fuzz from her
lip, “and a little bit long
and you may have to
mess around with the
length, and but you can
get a really nice sound
out of it. This is a public
service announcement.
Don't let the dandelion
horn die.”

Weigelt thinks the rea-
sons it went viral is be-
cause it's short, silly and
refreshing and has a
homespun authenticity
and is simple. She also
thinks her plea for en-
gagement and keeping
the tradition alive helped,
as did it being a “little
trick a lot of people didn't
know.”

Once the video reached
2 million contacts,
Weigelt said Viral Hog
contacted her; she signed
up for them to market her
video, and she'll get a cer-
tain percentage of funds.
So far, they've put the
video on youtube.com.

Weigelt said she's has-
n't been able to keep up
with moderating the com-
ments. At one point, she
looked in and saw people
were answering each
other's questions or set-
ting each other straight.
For instance, one person

wrote dandelions are
toxic and another re-
sponded people put them
in salads, so they're not.

She said she's had
Facebook friend requests
from all over the world,
like South Africa, Greece,
Australia and Tanzania.
She's even received a
message in Chinese she
couldn't read.

She thinks part of the
video's success is it's not
so serious as other things
going on in the world
today can be. People are
responding to how unpol-
ished and sincere it was,
she said.

Folks have taken
Weigelt's call to keeping
the dandelion horn tradi-
tion going, telling her
they're keeping it alive.

“A lot of people didn't
know you could do that,”
she said. “Kids started
trying it and sending me
their videos.”

Others have shared
other things about musi-
cal produce with her, like
making a flute out of a
squash stem. A friend
from college from 40
years ago told Weigelt her
video showed up in her
Kindermusik group.

“It's flabbergasting, it's
fun, it's incredibly heart-

warming how kind and
appreciative people have
been,” she said.

Now, with all this pop-
ularity, Weigelt has about
8,000 people following her
personal Facebook page.
She doesn't accept anyone
as a Facebook friend now
unless they have a mu-
tual friend, since Face-
book limits the number of
friends a person can have.
Now that she's jammed
up in the friend realm,
she can't make any more
friends on Facebook.
She's had tens of thou-
sands of friend requests
and hundreds of personal
messages.

“It's a good example of
how powerful social
media is reaching all
across the world in reach-
ing a particular interest
group,” she said.

This particular interest
group, Weigelt feels, is
nature lovers. She also
likes knowing there
might be millions of peo-
ple she's impacted, who
maybe got off the couch,
away from the TV and
video gaming, who pick
dandelions and make a
horn.

“That's a score for
Mother Nature,” Weigelt
said.

Page 16      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now     April 12, 2018NEWS

Blasting her horn around the world: Weigelt's dandelion video goes viral
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Marva Weigelt of Newton asks people to keep the dandelion horn tradi-
tion alive on her video. Here, she blows on a stem in her video.

NEWS BRIEFS

Nickel signing books April 21 
in North Newton

Dorothy Nickel Friesen, previ-
ously conference
minister of Western
District Mennonite
Conference, New-
ton, and pastor for
many years, has
just had her new
book published,
“The Pastor Wears
a Skirt.”

StoryTellers of the
Great Plains is sponsoring a book
signing from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Satur-
day, April 21, at Bethel College
Mennonite Church in North New-
ton.

Stop by to hear from Friesen and
see her book about life as a woman

pastor. Refreshments will be
served. More information is at
www.writinglink.org.

Driver’s license office to be 
temporarily closed Monday

The Harvey County driver’s li-
cense office will be closed on Mon-
day, April 16, for statewide testing.

No other services of the Harvey
County Treasurer’s Office will be in-
terrupted. Visitors will still be able
to receive services such as property
tax information and motor vehicle
title and registration.

The driver’s license office will be
helping test the KanLicense pro-
cessing equipment provided by the
State of Kansas. Once implemented,
KanLicense will provide improved
reports, system automation and

fraud prevention.
The driver’s license office will re-

turn to regular operations Tuesday,
April 17, at 8 a.m.

Greenwood, Restlawn cemeteries
plan spring cleanup

Staff at Greenwood and Restlawn
cemeteries will begin their annual
spring cleanup on Monday, April
16. Any decorations left on
gravesites or other locations within
the cemetery will be removed and
discarded. If you have any decora-
tions you would like to keep, please
remove them by April 15.

If you have questions or concerns,
please call the cemetery office at
316-284-6082.

—For Newton Now

Friesen


