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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Railer Academy student Devin Brewer, right, talks to teacher Deb Helberg at Newton High School. Below: Devin Brewer takes part
in a welding class at Newton High School. 

Two parents ended up in jail on child endanger-
ment and possession charges after their son
brought a marijuana pipe to “show and tell” at
Santa Fe Middle School.

Newton Police Lt. Scott  Powell said that the
child brought the pipe to the common event where
students bring items and explain what they are to
class members.

When the item was found to be drug parapher-
nalia, the schools resource officer got involved. 

Powell said that the child had special needs and
didn't necessarily know what he was bringing to
school.

Police determined the pipe belonged to the
child's parents, served a search warrant and
searched the child's home, finding paraphernalia
for methamphetamine and marijuana.

‘Show and
tell’ lands
parents in
county jail

NEWTON NOW STAFF

See SHOW / 8Lost then found
NHS senior's ill-fated path turns positive through Railer Academy

Devin Brewer got lost in the sound of the crowd,
the plays, running the ball and being part of a
team.

“When I was out there, I felt like stress free and
just pretty happy,” Brewer said, taking a break on
Thursday morning from Newton High School
classes. “I was good at it. My dream was to get a
full-ride scholarship and go to the NFL.”

And then, with a concussion, his football dreams
were shattered.

“That all kinda got crushed after I was told I
could never play again,” he said. 

Brewer was told getting hit hard again could
have dire consequences. He could die or get para-
lyzed from the neck down. There was a chance sur-
gery was going to be needed to get the swelling
down.

Brewer , now 18 years and a senior at NHS,
went from being lost in the sport to just plain lost. 

He said he went downhill, smoking pot, popping
pills and drinking. Those were the coping methods,
he knew, and he said he started going to school
high.

“Just doing crazy stuff like that,” he said, adding
that in his sophomore year, he was expelled for
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The cargo bed is too small.
That detail caused the Harvey County Board of

County Commissioners to rescind a bid offer to
purchase three Utility Terrain Vehicles from 321
Kawasaki of El Dorado. 

Last week, the county approved paying $41,653
to the company for three UTV vehicles to go to the
parks and solid waste departments.

However, this week county administration
asked the commission to instead rescind that offer
because it found that the bed of a vehicle it was to
purchase, a Kawasaki Mule Pro FXR, was 13.9
square feet and not 20 square feet, meaning it
didn't meet the county's previous specifications.

“It's embarrassing for us, and it's embarrassing
for Harvey County, and we need to do a better job

County rescinds
bid award after
‘embarrassing’
vendor mix up

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See COUNTY / 8

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Curtis C's Diner owner Curtis Crawford, center, talks to long-time Curtis C's waitresses Kim
Hardy, left, and Mary Kurr.

Curtis C's Diner is a Newton
community culinary institution

Curtis C’s Diner goes
through about 200 to 250
hamburgers and 720 eggs in a
week.

In terms of a year, that’s at
least 10,400 burgers and al-
most 37,500 eggs.

In that light, burgers are
some of the most popular
meals served at the Newton
restaurant, which has been at
1039 Washington Road since
1994. Other popular dishes,

past and present, include pot
roast on Tuesdays and
borscht, which used to be pop-
ular with the older crowd.

“That clientele has passed
away,” owner Curtis Crawford
said, adding that at about 4 or
4:30 p.m. Thursdays, they
have lots of people there eat-
ing borscht.

However, it’s not as popular
as it used to be, since they
used to make one big pot of
the ethnic soup, as well as a
smaller pot, but now they only
make the smaller pot.
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Newton freshman
jumping over the
competition - Page 11

Storytelling, community 
engagement set for Meridian
Center on Friday  - Page 13



Sometimes I let my
fridge do the talking
when I’m trying to

figure out what to make
for dinner, so when I had
several leftover stalks of
celery, most of an onion
and lots of diced bell pep-
pers at my disposal, I took
to the Internet for a solu-
tion.

Much to Joey’s delight,
I decided on trying a
recipe for gumbo.

I headed to the grocery
store to finish out my in-
gredient list and realized
that one item on the list,
gumbo file, which is made
from sassafras leaves, is
not sold in most Kansas
grocery stores (if someone
knows a hidden spot it ex-
ists, let me know).

After doing a little re-
search, I decided to get a
little weird and substitute
for the gumbo file with a
bit of root beer, since it
has much the same flavor.
I tried my gumbo before
and after adding it, and I
had to admit that it had a
nice influence on the
taste, so just go with me
on this one.

I found this recipe on
the blog “Little Spice
Jar.” You can find it at
http://littlespicejar.com/n
ew-orleans-gumbo-
shrimp-sausage/. I added
more garlic and changed
up the type of Tabasco

(which I highly recom-
mend), and of course,
subbed in root beer in my
version.

New Orleans Shrimp
and Sausage Gumbo
Ingredients
1/2 cup high-heat oil (I

used canola)
1/2 cup flour
1 onion, diced (I used

yellow)
2 bell peppers, diced

(any color)
4 stalks celery, diced
8-10 cloves minced gar-

lic
8 ounces Andouille

sausage, sliced
3 bay leaves
2 tablespoons Cajun

seasoning (I used Tony
Chachere's Creole Sea-
soning)

2 tablespoons Tabasco
sauce (I used chipotle
Tabasco)

1 tablespoon cayenne
pepper

4 cups low-sodium
chicken broth

14.5 ounces stewed
tomatoes and juices, diced

2 pounds raw shrimp,
peeled and de-veined

4 tablespoons root beer
White rice for serving

Directions
Heat oil over medium-

high heat in a Dutch
oven. Whisk in the flour
until it is smooth and

then stir continuously for
about 20 minutes or until
the roux turns to a
medium brown (the au-
thor calls it “peanut but-
ter color”).

Stir in the onions, bell
peppers and celery and
keep stirring until they
soften (about 10 minutes).

Add the garlic and
sausage and keep stirring
until you can really smell
the garlic.

Now add the bay
leaves, Cajun seasoning,
Tabasco sauce, cayenne,
chicken broth and toma-
toes, making sure to
scrape the pan to get all
the good bits off the bot-
tom.

Bring the mixture to a
very low boil and lower
the heat to medium-low
and leave the lid on for
about 15 minutes.

Stir in the shrimp and
cook for about 10 more
minutes or until the
shrimp is done (they will
curl up a bit and become
opaque). Add the root
beer and salt and pepper
to taste.

Remove the bay leaves
and serve the gumbo over
white rice.

We reheated this on the
stove over the next week
so as not to overcook the
shrimp, and it was good
every single time. It

makes a ton of food, espe-
cially when you’re serving
it over rice, so we had
quite a few meals of
gumbo before it was all
gone.

It’s definitely on the
spicy side, so you could
leave out the cayenne and
replace it with paprika to
tame it a bit if you like,
but it was super good

with the amount of kick it
had.

It also helped me clean
out my fridge and gave
me a new use for root
beer that I wasn’t expect-
ing.

Sometimes you have to

be inventive and flexible
in your Midwestern
kitchen.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now.

She also is a Bethel 
College graduate.
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Can’t stop thinking ‘gumbout’ New Orleans dish

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
New Orleans shrimp and sausage gumbo is a spicy, filling meal.

NEWS BRIEFS
Newton Mayor Nygaard

speaking Thursday at
Grand Central

Newton Mayor David
Nygaard will speak at
Grand Central, 122 E
Sixth Street, for a commu-
nity chat and coffee, 2
p.m. Thursday, April 5.

Nygaard is a retired
U.S. Navy Master Chief,
past president of the New-
ton Rotary Club, and
member of Harvey County
United Way, USD 373
Board of Education and
the Harvey County His-
torical Society.

Oil painting workshop
coming up

Ann Lewis will lead a
three-day oil painting
workshop from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. daily Thursday
through Saturday, April 5
to 7 at The Carriage Fac-
tory Gallery in Newton.
The workshop will focus
on making color charts in
"Alla Prima II" by Richard
Schmid and applying
them in painting exer-
cises. Participants may
sign up for single days for
$125 per day or all three
days for $300. For more
information or to reserve
a space, call 316-284-

2749.

Substance Abuse Board
accepting grant requests

The Newton Substance
Abuse Board is seeking
applications for grants to
fund programs or services
whose principal purpose
is to prevent, educate, in-
tervene or treat drug and
alcohol abuse. 

The application is avail-
able for download at
www.newtonkansas.com.
Submission deadline is
June 15. Funds will be
disbursed Aug. 1.

Funding for the Sub-
stance Abuse Board comes

from liquor tax revenues
allocated through the
state’s local alcoholic
liquor fund. For more in-
formation, contact board
chairman Timothy Mace
at 316-727-4097.

Plant sale to start
The FloraKansas Na-

tive Plant Festival will be
on Friday, April 27, from
8 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday,
April 28, from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m., Sunday, April 29
from 1 to 5 p.m. and Mon-
day, April 30, from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. at Dyck Arbore-
tum in Hesston.

—For Newton Now



Two Newton High
School seniors will have
the opportunity to con-
tinue their education at
Ivy League universities
next fall.

Four years of hard work
culminated in acceptance
letters for Lauren
Mitchell from Cornell
University in Ithaca,
N.Y., and Erik Brown,
from Brown University in
Providence, R.I.

For Mitchell, the letter
meant more than just ac-
ceptance into a university;
it represented the over-
coming of obstacles.

Athletics always played
a big role in her life, she
said. Coming into her
freshman year, she
planned to participate in
track, volleyball and bas-
ketball for Newton High
School.

Her athletic career was
quickly derailed when she
was diagnosed with an
unspecified autoimmune
disease.

Doctors are still unsure
what exactly the disease
is, Mitchell said, but it
comes with “fatigue and a
lot of chronic pain.”

“I had to quit sports,”
Mitchell said. “But I
found my way in other ex-
tracurricular activities.”

Mitchell has since bal-
anced her time between
Scholars’ Bowl, Business
Professionals of America,
Rotary Interact Club, Na-
tional Honors Society, ed-
iting the school
newspaper and conduct-
ing science research
through the Bethel Col-
lege chemistry depart-
ment.

“That’s really what
made high school OK
again,” Mitchell said.

She took all of these ac-
tivities on, along with
maintaining a perfect
grade point average and
preparing for college en-
trance exams, with one
goal in mind: getting ac-
cepted into an Ivy League
university.

“I’ve been working for
this acceptance letter for
four years,” Mitchell said.
“To attend a university
like [Cornell] means
everything to me.”

The struggles she faced
made receiving the ac-
ceptance letter that much
more rewarding.

“I was absolutely ec-
static,” Mitchell said.

Mitchell said the scene
played out like the
YouTube videos of stu-
dents “screaming and
jumping up and down and
hugging their parents”
after reading their accept-
ance letters.

“I wasn’t expecting any-
thing, so to see it come
true really meant every-
thing,” Mitchell said.

Mitchell will make the
more than 1,300-mile trip
to Cornell in the fall to
begin studying human bi-
ology, health, and society
at the Cornell College of
Human Ecology.

Mitchell said she chose
this field of study because
it combines medicine with
a wide variety of interest-
ing subjects.

“It will really challenge
me,” Mitchell said.

Ultimately, Mitchell
said she plans to attend
medical school.

“First, I want to get
through my freshman
year at Cornell,” Mitchell

said.
For Brown, who will

begin studying cognitive
neuroscience and interna-
tional relations at Brown
University in the fall, the
acceptance letter was “one
more step to the goal.”

Brown said his ultimate
goal is to attend medical
school and become a pedi-
atric oncologist, a doctor
who treats cancer and tu-
mors in children. He also
aspires to one day become
the American ambassador
to Germany, a goal many
see as unrealistic, he said.

“My parents still laugh
when I tell them that,”
Brown said.

Getting accepted into
Brown University has
brought both goals within
reach, he feels.

“No matter where I end
up, or what I end up
doing, I want to help
those around me and give
back to the community of
Newton,” Brown said. “As
this community has been
what has made this entire
opportunity possible.”

At Newton High School,
Brown has been on the
cross country, track, de-
bate, forensics, and Schol-
ars’ Bowl teams, along
with playing in the band’s
wind and jazz ensembles
and participating in
Model UN and Health Oc-
cupational Students of
America. He will graduate
with 25 letters.

Brown took a campus
visit to Brown University
during his junior year,
where he learned that the
school was “looking for a
well-rounded class, rather
than well-rounded stu-
dents.”

“Meaning, I need to find
a passion rather than at-
tempting to join every
club at the high school,”
Brown said.

When he got back, he
started the school’s Key
Club, a student-led organ-
ization dedicated to com-
munity service and
volunteering.

Of the total 35,000 ap-
plicants this year, Brown
was one of only 2,500 who
were accepted—an accept-
ance rate of 7.2 percent,

one of the lowest in the
country.

Brown said he was “ab-
solutely breathless out of
excitement” when he re-
ceived the news of his ac-
ceptance and “particularly
astonished” when he
learned that the accept-
ance rate was so low.

“They have both have
worked very hard, not
only academically, but
they have also worked
hard in the community,”
Newton High School Prin-
cipal Lisa Moore said.
“They have set them-
selves up very well.”

Moore said Brown and
Mitchell’s accomplish-
ments speak to Newton
High School’s academics,
specifically the honors
and advanced placement
courses, as well as their
individual dedication.

“You don’t get there
without hard work,”
Moore said. “It’s incredi-
bly awesome and honor-
able.”
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Ivy League represents achievement opportunity for two Newton seniors
BY RAY STRUNK

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

COURTESY PHOTOS
Above: NHS Senior Lauren
Mitchell poses with her accept-
ance letter to Cornell University. 
Above right: NHS Senior Erik
Brown poses with his acceptance
letter to Brown University.

KidFEST coming up
Harvey County United

Way will present KidFEST
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. Satur-
day, April 7, at Sunset Ele-
mentary School, 619 Boyd
in Newton. The activity is
open to all Harvey County
families, and there is no ad-
mission charge. There will
be free books given to all
children from birth to age 8
who complete at least 10
booth activities. For more
information, contact the
United Way at 316-283-
7101.

Creative Writers workshop
in Hesston

Creative Writers Fellow-
ship will meet Saturday,
April 7, at Hesston Public
Library, 2 p.m. Published
author Lois Preheim will
share insights regarding
“Search and Research.”
Visitors are welcome.

—For Newton Now



Allan Lister was only
with the Wichita Fire De-
partment about a month
when he was home and
heard a noise outside. A
loud noise. This was in
1965.

Then, he heard on the
radio there had been a
plane crash, which turned
out to be about a mile and
a half from his home.

“I went outside and
looked, and the sky had
already turned dark be-
cause of the smoke,” Lis-
ter said. “I thought, 'OK,
gotta go.'”

He went, even though it
was his day off, and got to
the scene by the time the
second-alarm machines
were there, as he put it.
The crash killed all 30
people aboard.

Years later, he was the
keynote speaker for the
50th anniversary event
marking the crash.

Lister has other memo-
ries working for the Wi-
chita Fire Department
and Whitewater Volun-
teer Fire Department,
and although the painting
he did called “Ol' Fire-
fighter's Memories,” fea-
turing fires in the
background with a fire-
man with a tear running
down his cheek in the
foreground, wasn't a self-
portrait, it could have
been.

All firefighters have
memories. The ones de-
picted in the painting,
which earned him an hon-
orable mention award in
the professional painting
category this year in Pres-
byterian Manor's Art is
Ageless contest, included
flames.

Another one of the rural
Newton resident's fire-
fighting memories in-
cluded battling, with
many other firefighters, a
9,000-acre brush fire near
Burrton several years ago
while on the Whitewater
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. He said he and a
partner were in one area,
and a cedar tree was on
fire. Just as he went to
step over the hose line,
his partner pulled on it,
catching Lister's foot.

“I went down—bam!”
Lister said, adding he
landed in a cactus patch
wearing his full turnout
gear. The gear was so
tough, the cactus needles
didn't penetrate it. He
tore his rotator cuff,
which was the second one
he'd torn. His other one
he tore as he was clown-
ing.

“Tore the other years
before that,” he said. “My
partner helped get me
out.”

He didn't get medical
attention for a few days
and first fought the fire,
injured and all.

That injury was the end
of his firefighting career,
which started when he
was 21.

Painting and firefight-
ing were just a couple of
Lister's adventures in his
life.

His career spanned a
variety of professions
throughout the years,
from working in his dad's
print shop in Wichita to
the Wichita Fire Depart-
ment, back to his dad's
print shop, Excel Beef
Packing Co. in Wichita,
where he worked for five
years, back to printing,
staying with it until his
dad retired, professional

clowning and volunteer
firefighting.

Lister said the beef-
packing job was danger-
ous, and he went from
lugging and trimming
beef to sharpening knives.
He enjoyed his job at
Excel.

“We sharpened 1,000
knives a day,” Lister said.
“My wife complains that I
don't sharpen her knives.”

He retired from print-
ing about the time it went
from linotype to comput-
ers. His clowning over-
lapped other professions,
and now he's retired from
that, as well.

“So I clowned 32 years,”
he said, adding his name
was Rinky Dink Humor
Technician, (Clown), and
he said he did almost any-
thing. One thing he didn't
do involved a call where
someone wanted him to
take a dive off a second
floor, do a cartwheel and
land on his feet. He also
said people ask him if he's
clowned at rodeos.

“I say, 'I'm not crazy,'”
Lister said. “That's a spe-
cial breed.”

He said he felt called to
church ministry in his
clowning days, traveling
all over Kansas and parts
of Missouri and Okla-
homa.

“Sometimes, I was the
sermon,” he said, adding
he did vacation Bible
schools and camps and
then branched out to
birthday parties and festi-
vals.

When he first started
clowning around, Lister
had to teach himself.

“When I started, I
couldn't find anybody who
taught how to clown,” he
said, relaxing in his re-
cliner.

So, he checked out
books from the library,
devouring all he could.
After he had been a clown
about a year, he learned
about a guy in Wichita
who ran a clown school
every couple of years, so
Lister started going to
clown class.

“Whatever I could get a
hold of,” he said about
how he learned clowning.

One time, he found out
a church in Wichita was
having a singles ministry
event during Memorial
Day weekend (he was sin-
gle at the time with two
kids), and the featured an
event with Obie the Love
Clown. Lister went and
befriended the clown,
Randall Baine, who did

mime.
“So that's when I really

learned to put makeup on
from him,” Lister said,
adding what he basically
did as a clown was stage
performances that were
skit based. He wrote his
own shows, which lasted
20 to 30 minutes, and
most everything he did
was in rhyme.

By this time, it was the
1980s, and he and his
children started roller
skating. Lister called it
his therapy.

“We'd skate on any-
thing that'd hold still,” he
said.

They skated Wednes-
days, Saturdays and Sun-
days, and Lister said he
was going broke because
they skated so much, so
he asked for a job at the
Wichita rink. His daugh-
ters worked concession
stands there, as well. Lis-
ter said he was the head
floor guard.

Lister has resided in
Newton since 1997, and
his wife, the former Bev
Stucky, whom he said has
105 first cousins, have
been married 30 years.
He said Bev's great-great-
grandparents were among
those who built Emmaus
Mennonite Church in
rural Whitewater.

Now, Lister enjoys
painting and has a stu-
dio/office set up at home.

This year, he entered a
total of three paintings in
the Art is Ageless contest.
He said the one he did of
a Christmas tree, called
“Christmas Anticipation,”
received a Judge's Choice
Award, while another,
“Pleasure or Pain,” was
on display. The latter
painting was of a man on
a riding lawn mower and
explained the meaning
behind the work's title.

“Some people just love
to mow grass,” he said.
“I'm not one of them.”

Those paintings were
done in acrylics.

“I used to paint in oils
when I was younger, and
then I discovered
acrylics,” he said. “I just
did not like waiting on
paint to dry.”

Lister thinks he's en-
tered the annual contest
every year since 2013 and
has received other prizes.
He also enters other con-
tests, as well, like a juried
show at City Arts in Wi-
chita.

“I think I've gotten two
awards down there,” he
said.

The 74-year-old said
he's been painting for
quite some time.

“Just a little over since
I was born,” he joked.

When he was 6 or 7, he
took an art class at a Wi-
chita YMCA, drawing a
picture of a Pepsi bottle.
When he was in junior
high, he took classes at a
place on East Central in
Wichita that had art
events, and Lister said he
took classes and private
painting lessons from
Genevieve Ingram Frickle
for six to eight years. His
art path continued.

“I took every art class
but one at North High
School-Wichita,” he said.
“My parents had a print-
ing shop, so I grew up in
the printing business.”

Lister said his dad
started it in 1945 or 1946.

“I could hear the clicky-
clack of the presses all
day and sometimes all
night,” he said, adding
that's why he always likes
to have some noise going
on in the background.

There'd be scrap pieces
of paper lying around, so
he'd drawn on those.

“That led to the paint-
ing,” Lister said.

Art is Ageless results
The following are the re-

sults for the Art is Ageless
competition, listing area resi-
dents:

Sculpture, 3D
Judges Choice: Dolphin

Tales by Maurice Robinson,
Newton

2nd: Road Grader by
Verne M. Goering,
Moundridge

HM: Breadbasket by Hank
Heidebrecht, Newton

HM: Wire tree sculpture
by Lois Hamilton, Newton

Drawing
Judges Choice: Mother’s

Hands by Robetta Trapp, N.
Newton

Photography
Judges Choice: 18th Cen-

tury Daily Life by Mary
Becker Smith, Newton

HM : Down the Road by
Dick McCall, Newton

HM: Spring has Sprung by
Mary Lee, Newton

Christmas
Amateur
Judges Choice: My Christ-

mas Cardinals by Rita Pat-
terson, Valley Center

2nd: Shepherds by Night
by Marie Regehr, N. Newton

Professional
Judges Choice: Christmas

Anticipation by R. Allan Lis-
ter, Newton

Fiber Arts
Judges Choice: Latch-hook

Rug by Dr. Colin Bailey, Hal-
stead

Quilting
Judges Choice: Jewel Box

by L. Deane Frey, Newton
HM: Table Runner by

Wanda Harms, N. Newton
HM: Batik Throw by Mary

Kessler, Newton

Needlework
Judges Choice: Swedish

Weaving by Ann Heide-
brecht, Newton

2nd: Peacocks in Paradise
by Mary Eaton, Newton

Painting
Amateur
Judges Choice: Storm is

Coming by Bob Grant, New-
ton

2nd: A Wannabe Place by
Rosella Goering, N. Newton

HM: Hay Days of Yester-
day by Rebecca Newman,
Newton

HM: Colorado Aspens by
Rita Patterson, Valley Center

HM: Memories from the
Rockies by Hulda Schrag, N.
Newton

Professional
Judges Choice: Floral Med-

ley by Velera Adams,
Hutchinson

2nd: Running Wild by Vir-
gil Penner, N. Newton

HM: Ol’ Firefighter’s Mem-
ories by R. Allan Lister, New-
ton

HM: Spring in the Tetons
by Clorene Smith, N. Newton

HM: The Protester Joan
Baez by Dr. Gene Marsh,
Halstead
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Man pours lifetime of fires and clowning onto the canvas

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Allan Lister has a painting studio/office in his home in rural Newton.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Allan Lister of rural Newton received an honorable mention award for
his painting “Ol’ Firefighter’s Memories.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

NEWS BRIEFS

Next bird walk is April 7
NORTH NEWTON—

Kauffman Museum’s
monthly bird walk takes
place Saturday, April 7.

Participants should
meet at 7:30 a.m. in the
museum parking lot on
the Bethel campus at the
corner of Main and 27th
Streets in North Newton.

Join experienced bird-
ers for a trek through
Chisholm Park and on
Sand Creek Trail. It will
take one to one and one-
half hours and cover ap-
proximately 1.5 miles.

Walkers need to be able
to navigate a mile to a
mile-and-a-half of mostly
wood-chip trail and un-
paved road. Terrain is

sometimes steep or slop-
ing. Binoculars are help-
ful but not required.

The bird walks happen
the first Saturday morn-
ing of most months, and
everyone is welcome.
Please note that the May
bird walk will be on the
second Saturday (May
12).

For help locating Kauff-
man Museum, see
www.bethelks.edu/why-
bethel/location/campus-
map/ or the Kauffman
Museum Facebook page.

Dine Out 2 Donate
on Tuesday

New Hope Shelter in
Newton will have a

fundraising event, Dine
Out 2 Donate, from 5 to 8
p.m. Tuesday, April 10.

Participating restau-
rants will contribute 10
percent to 20 percent of
total orders to New Hope
Shelter.

“Great food and an op-
portunity to support an
amazing agency which is
impacting men, women
and children experiencing
homelessness in Harvey,
Marion and McPherson
counties,” the news re-
lease stated.

Participating restau-
rants include both Sonic
locations, Casa Fiesta and
China Inn, all in Newton;
The Barn in Burrton; and
Panda Kitchen in Hes-
ston.

Legislators to make
public appearance 

Legislators will meet
with Informed Women of
Harvey County on Thurs-
day, April 12, 7 p.m., at St.
Matthew's Episcopal
Church, 2001 Windsor
Drive, in Newton. The pub-
lic is invited to join an in-
formal question-answer
session with Kansas Sena-
tor Carolyn McGinn and
Representatives Tim
Hodge and Don Schroeder.
Topics will center on cur-
rent and future legislation.
St. Matthew's is located
around the curve on High-
way 81 en route to Hes-
ston.

—For Newton Now



Smiling and kind are a
couple of the words peo-
ple have used to describe
Peggy Hwa, who passed
away on Friday, March
30, at the age of 90 at
Newton Presbyterian
Manor.

“I knew Peggy for many
years and admired her
very much,” said Sue Ice
of Newton. “Peggy was
smiling anytime I saw
her, and she was so kind
to all. I know she had en-
dured a lot of hardship in
her lifetime. Being sepa-
rated from all family in
China for so many years
had to have been very dif-
ficult, but she was a very
resilient person. I ad-
mired Peggy greatly.”

Hwa was born on
March 9, 1928, in
Kiangsu, China, and not
long after, her maternal
aunt adopted her. She
met her husband Eugene
“Gene” Ching Hwa while
attending Red Cross
Nursing School in Shang-
hai. They tied the knot on
June 16, 1950, in Ohio,
and James worked as a
radiologist until his death
on Dec. 24, 1986. She
lived in Newton since
around 1960.

Scott Hankins also de-
scribed Hwa as kind.

“I was very young when
I was acquainted with her
and her husband,” he
said. “They were among
the kindest people I have
ever known. The specifics
of that escape my mem-
ory.”

Her son, David Hwa,
posted an album on Face-
book, “In Remembrance-

Peggy Hwa.”
“Early this morning,

March 30, 2018, my
mother, Peggy Hwa,
passed away in her sleep
at the age of 90 following
a short illness,” he wrote.
“She will be forever
missed by those who
knew and loved her. The
family is planning on a
remembrance ceremony
for sometime later this
June.”

The pastor at Trinity
Heights United Methodist
Church, Donna Voteau,
also had kind words to
say about Hwa, who was
a charter member of the
church, located at 1200
Boyd Ave. in Newton.

“Wonderful woman and
a wonderful charter mem-
ber,” Voteau said. “Very
supportive of who we are
as a church. This is truly
a special member of this
community.”

Donna Friesen of North
Newton knew Hwa from
church at Trinity
Heights.

“She was warm and
hospitable, and I would
think she would want to
serve you something to
eat or drink,” Friesen
said regarding when she
visited her.

Hwa's daughter, Linda
Hwa Davis of Newton,
said her mom was a sup-
porter of Newton Medical
Center. This most likely
was because of Hwa's
husband working as a ra-
diologist at Bethel Dea-
coness Hospital and
Axtell Hospital, which
were two local hospitals
that combined to form
Newton Medical Center.

In fact, the Imaging De-
partment at Newton Med-
ical Center has a large
sign dedicating the de-

partment
to him.

Davis
said her
mom re-
ceived an
award
from New-
ton Medical
Center when
Chuck Waters was CEO
and was involved in
fundraising for the new
NMC building, which is
on the south part of New-
ton.

“She wholeheartedly
supported the concept of
combining both hospi-
tals,” Davis said. “She
was wanting to give
money because of Dad,
and this is something my
dad always wanted, too.”

Davis said her mom
was involved in fundrais-
ing for the new building
as a donor.

According to her obitu-
ary from Petersen Fu-
neral Home in Newton,
Hwa led an active life
playing bridge, golf, ten-
nis and skiing. She also
traveled a great deal. She
belonged to P.E.O. and
Junior Reading Circle.

“Peggy will be remem-
bered for her delightful
sense of humor, quick
smile, determination and
competitive spirit,” the
obituary stated.

Gertrude Olson of New-
ton fondly recalled her
friend. She said she and
her husband, the late Dr.
Erwin Olson, used to do
things during the years
with Hwa and her hus-
band, saying they lived
nearby in Newton on Pine
Street.

“We've been friends a
long time,” Olson said on
Tuesday. “She was a very
fine person, a very fine

friend.”
Olson said Hwa loved

sports, and they'd ski
with the Hwas, as well as
play bridge together. She
and Hwa also biked to-
gether.

“We had a very fine
friendship,” Olson said,
adding the Olsons
learned to ski first and
then got the Hwas to join
them. 

“I think it was some-
thing she enjoyed very
much,” Olson said. “She
did very well. She was a
lot better than I was. We
even went fishing to-
gether. I don't think the
Hwas had even fished be-
fore.”

In addition, they also
camped together.

“She was a very fine
person, very generous
and really good at finding
the best in things,” Olson
said. “I think that every-
one that knew her liked
her very much.”

Another Newton resi-
dent, Barbara Bunting,
met Hwa years ago.

“I met Peggy when we
moved to Newton in 1979,
and her reputation as one
of Newton’s 'First Ladies'
preceded her,” Bunting
said. “Competitive as a
tennis ace, she excelled as
a classy woman who wel-
comed all with a compli-
ment, questions about
others and hospitality dif-
ficult to match. An avid
skier, she and her hus-
band, Dr. Gene Hwa,
adopted Newton as their
home, yet loved to travel.”

Hwa also supported ed-
ucation.

“Peggy espoused the
power of education
through her involvement
in PEO [Chapters EQ and
IA] with me,” Bunting

said. “As a fellow member
of Lambs Investment
Club, I was impressed by
her financial savvy and
broad research. She men-
tored many women in
Junior Reading Circle, in-
cluding her daughter
Linda Hwa Davis and
myself. My daughter,

Molly Claassen, grew up
with Peggy’s granddaugh-
ter, Kendra Davis, and
reaped the joy of a grand-
mother’s love. Her recent
years at Presbyterian
Manor found her as
proper, gracious and
classy as the first day I
met her.”
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ACROSS
1. Caprese birthplace
6. Vigor
9. Opera house box
13. Completely dedicated
14. *Earth Day month,
acronym
15. Boiling kettle emis-
sion
16. Dog collar attachment
17. Lao-tzu follower
18. Think tank output
19. *Greenhouse gas
21. *Green transportation
23. U.N. labor issues org.
24. Copper coin
25. Unit of electrical re-
sistance
28. Short for "and else-
where"
30. Take for ransom
35. Blow up
37. *What exhaust pipes
do
39. Cabbage
40. "I'm ____ you!"
41. Alternative to talkers
43. Russian autocrat
44. Must-haves
46. Was aware of
47. Giant Himalayan
48. Put on a pedestal
50. "Team" homophone
52. Say it to agree
53. Hallway permission
55. Mouth piece
57. *Homemade fertilizer
61. *Marked with differ-
ent recycling codes
65. Shylock's practice
66. O in OPEC
68. Œle de la CitÈ river
69. Blackthorn fruit, pl.
70. Future fish
71. Mixed breed dogs
72. One trick animal?
73. Rain byproduct
74. "Bye" to Banderas
DOWN

1. "____ down!"
2. Sheltered, nautically
3. ____ du jour
4. Hindu sage
5. Get a lungful
6. Toupee spot
7. *Federal org.
8. Exploratory spacecraft
9. "____ and the Tramp"
10. Crude group
11. Hockey score
12. Highland tongue
15. Target of crime
20. Prominent
22. Desk well content
24. Grisham novel "The
____"
25. *Diminishing layer
26. Sharpens
27. Sacred song
29. In a frenzy
31. Half-rotten
32. Offensively curious
33. Winged
34. *The ____ Agreement
36. Pie a la ____
38. *Oxygen generator
42. Excellent, old fash-
ioned
45. Indian soldiers in
Great Britain's army, e.g.
49. More, in Madrid
51. Unwholesome atmos-
phere
54. *Nature's rage
56. Impostor
57. Intersection of two
arcs
58. Capital of Norway
59. Negatively charged
particle
60. The hunted
61. Same as pleaded
62. South American mon-
key
63. Sean Penn's movie
"____ the Wild"
64. ____pool or ____pit
67. Debtor's letters

THEME: EARTH DAY

Hwa leaves a legacy of kindness, giving in Newton

Hwa

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Harvey County arts festival adds new downtown celebration

Newton will have a free
downtown celebration
Thursday, April 19, to cel-
ebrate the local music and
art of Newton. 

The event will be held
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. on
Sixth Street, in Krehbiel
Park, and at the Carriage
Factory Art Gallery in
Newton.

Spring into the Arts
Downtown Celebration
will feature performances
by local musicians and
members of the Newton
Area Arts Council, food
trucks, art demonstra-
tions and the announce-
ment of the winners of the
annual festival art con-
test.

The new event replaces
“Art and Music in the
Heart of Newton,” which
the Newton Area Cham-
ber of Commerce decided
to discontinue in late
2017. 

Food trucks will begin
serving at 5:30 p.m. along
Sixth Street. Vendors in-
clude LeJ’s Barbecue,
Salted Creamery, Twisted
Joe’s on the Go, Kona Ice
and Comfort and Joy.

Live music begins in the
park at 6 p.m. with the
Newton Chorale, followed
by a quintet from Newton
Mid-Kansas Symphony
Orchestra at 6:30 p.m.;
Newton Community Chil-
dren’s Choir at 7 p.m.;
Bethel College Academy
of Performing Arts at 7:30
p.m.; and Sounds of the
Heartland at 8 p.m.

Local artists demon-
strating throughout the
evening will include
Susan Bartel, watercolor;
Mary Lee McDonald, mo-
saics; and Patty Morton,
fabric sculpting.

Art contest winners will
be announced at 7 p.m. in
the gallery. Prizes will in-
clude $100 for overall win-
ner and $50 for second
place and art-themed gift
baskets for youth prizes.

Additionally, informa-
tion about participating

members of the Newton
Area Arts Council will be
available at the event, in-
cluding the Newton Mu-
rals and Arts Project,
which will set up informa-
tion on Sixth Street in
front of the site of its first
mural.

Admission to the event
is free.

In addition to the down-
town celebration, several
other festival events are
planned for April, includ-
ing:

•Berta Rojas and New-
ton Mid-Kansas Sym-
phony Orchestra, 4 p.m.

Sunday, April 8, at Memo-
rial Hall at Bethel Col-
lege. Tickets available at
the door.

•Latin Fusion Music
Showcase, 7 p.m. Friday,
April 13, in Krehbiel Au-
ditorium at Bethel Col-
lege. Presented by Bethel
College Academy of Per-
forming Arts. Admission
is free.

•Kansas Mennonite
Men’s Chorus spring con-
cert: 7 p.m. Sunday, April
15, at Bethel College. Ad-
mission is free.

•“Newton Kids Create:
Storytelling Through Art,”
1 to 5 p.m. Sunday, April
22, at Kauffman Museum,
North Newton. The event
is the opening reception
for an exhibit featuring
art by students in Newton
Public Schools. Admission
is free.

•Apple Blossom Festi-
val, 5 to 8 p.m. Friday,
April 27, at Newton Pres-
byterian Manor, featuring
performances by Newton
Community Children’s

Choir and Great Plains
Jazz Orchestra, barbecue
dinner, craft vendors and
children’s carnival. Ad-
vance tickets are $8 for
adults and $4 for children
and are available at Pres-
byterian Manor and Mid-
land Bank. Tickets will be
available at the gate for
$9 for adults and $5 for
children.

•Watercolor Roses
Workshop, 9:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. at Carriage
Factory Gallery. Cost is
$35 and includes supplies.
RSVP by calling 316-284-
2749.

•Newton Community
Children’s Choir spring
concert: 3 p.m. Sunday,
April 29, at Shalom Men-
nonite Church, Newton.
Admission is free.

For more information
about the festival or the
downtown art celebration,
call the Newton Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau at
316-284-3642 or go to
www.tonewton.com/spring
-arts-festival.html.

FOR NEWTON NOW

FILE PHOTO WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Davy Bjerum, 4, right, hands a dish of ice cream one summer night to Peter Hartman of Hesston, left, while
Kendra Burkey, center, owner of Salted Creamery, looks on. Salted Creamery is a local ice cream- and sor-
bet-making and selling business and will be one of the food trucks at the Arts Downtown Celebration.

If you go
The Spring into the

Arts Downtown Cele-
bration will be from
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. on
Sixth Street and at
The Carriage Factory
Gallery and adjoining
park. There will be
food and musical en-
tertainment.



Watching movies, and even
making them, has a long
history in our family.

When I was young, my dad and I
used to watch scary movies when
my mom and sister went off to
march for equal rights for people of
color and women.

When I watch those movies
today, I find them to be extremely
campy but entertaining nonethe-
less. I also find them to be rather
slow-placed. I recall watching
“Green Slime,” “Monolith Mon-
sters” and “Tarantula” as a kid.
“Monolith Monsters” was about
rocks from outer space that grew
when they came into contact with
water. They'd move by growing in
bunches, collapsing and then the
bits that crashed onto the ground
grew, as well. I think in the movie,
they made their way through a
river.

Also, a few years ago, I looked
online for the theme song to “Green
Slime,” and I found it. It's an “acid
rock” tune, which I find to be
rather amusing.

Throughout the years, I've
watched a lot of movies—I mean, a
lot. My parents like movies, I like
movies, my sons like movies, and so
does my sister. In fact, my sister
has a starring role in a movie that
yet hasn't been released. I haven't
had the chance to see it, but my
parents have in an early screening.

In addition, my boyfriend is mak-
ing a movie he wrote and is produc-
ing by the sweat of his brow. He
hired a crew from Hollywood that
went out to his place in rural
Kansas to do a lot of the filming.
I'm very proud of him. Strange that
I'd have a boyfriend who's making
a movie, eh? Nope.

I am very excited about his
movie's release when that happens.
He wrote the script, and it's a won-
derful story. There are some name
actors in the film. That's probably
all I'm allowed to write about his
movie at this point, although I can
say it's a dramatic love story with
some humor thrown in.

It's been interesting witnessing
the progress of my sister's movie
and my boyfriend's movie. My sis-

ter's movie has gone at a quicker
pace, and I'm sure both will be out-
standing. 

I was around for some of the
shooting of my boyfriend, Steve's,
movie and took some photos. It
was funny how one of the male
leads, who plays a priest, called
the lead female “fatty” during
breaks between camera shots. That
still makes me laugh today. I've
seen both of them in some major
motion pictures, like “The Matrix”
and the remake of “The Parent
Trap.” For each scene, they'd do
four camera shots—at least with
the scenes I saw that had two ac-
tors in them. He just kept saying,
“Fatty, fatty, fatty.” By the way,
she's not fat. That male lead had a
very strong personality. Actors are
actors, no matter who they pretend
to be.

I recall when that actor was
leaving after his final shooting, he
looked at me and said, “Well, I'm
unemployed again” in a joking,
humble manner. This guy's been in
a lot of movies, including “Goonies”
and has done a lot of work since
shooting with my boyfriend.

The Nugent family likes movies
so much we go to them together in
the summers and also have played
a movie game. Well, we only
played the game once because it
was me, Andy and Rodger against
my youngest son, Robert, who beat
all of us. 

I recall one time Robert said
something funny about a movie,
and instead of saying “no,” he said
it in kind of a funny way. I asked
him if he had seen or planned to
see “Jupiter Ascending,” he said.
“Mom. Channing Tatum. As. An.

Elf.” That was a big “no.”
There are movies I just like to

watch because they remind me of
when my kids were little, like
“Happy Gilmore,” “The Waterboy”
and “Super Troopers.” I'm looking
forward to the second “Super
Troopers” coming out in the not-
too-distant future. This past week-
end when I was sick, I watched
“The Waterboy” again, along with
a bunch of other movies. I think
my movie-watching record in a day
is five, and I probably was sick.
That's about all I really can do
when ill is watch movies—that and
sleep.

I'm looking forward to the next
installation of “Jurassic Park,” as
I've loved those movies since the
first one came out. I'm glad Jeff
Goldblum, or Malcolm, is in this
one. The release date is June 22.

Other movies include the
1,254th installation of the
Avengers on April 27, “Deadpool 2”
on May 18, “Solo: A Star Wars
Story” on May 25 and “Ant-Man
and the Wasp” on July 6. Sounds
like a great summer of block-
busters.

Even though my youngest,
Robert, lives in Brooklyn, we can
see movies together in spirit. He'll
watch them there, I'll watch them
here, and we'll talk about them.

I haven't seen it yet, but he told
me “I, Tanya” is a good movie. He
recently also recommended I watch
“The Conjuring,” so I did. That has
one really creepy part, and some
other parts made me laugh. I kept
imaging how much fun the actors
were having filming the possession
scene. It was very intense, al-
though I don't think an exorcism
would only last a few minutes.

I've even made a few short
movies with my kids and they've
done that on their own, as well. I
have a passion for movies, and it
seems, what parents have passions
about and do with their kids, they
pick up.

Wendy Nugent is the features ed-
itor at Newton Now. She can be

reached at 316-281-7899 or
wendy@harveycountynow.com.
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Trade war will
make for a  bitter 

harvest
for Kansans

Ever wonder where our planes go in Kansas? Or our
wheat? Or our oil?

Hint: they don't strictly stay in the U.S.
Our export heavy economy in the State of Kansas

stands to suffer severe setbacks as trade wars loom on
the horizon.

Don't believe us because you've had to adopt an al-
ternative reality to keep supporting the current admin-
istration?

Fine. Take it from our Republican State Senator
Jerry Moran.

“Kansas is an export state, and our ability to make a
living is directly tied to our ability to sell the products
we grow and manufacture to people around the world,”
Moran wrote, arguing against the President. “These
tariffs will harm auto, aerospace and other manufac-
turers in Kansas by risking retaliation against our ex-
ports, including food and agricultural products. I would
strongly urge the president to reconsider the impact
these tariffs will have on future ag exports, the five
million manufacturing and related jobs that use steel
or aluminum in addition to the added costs to con-
sumers and American manufacturers who will pay
higher prices for inputs, goods and services.”

Despite warnings from his own party, economists
and anyone who isn't drinking his bathwater, the Pres-
ident moved forward.

His administration put out steel tariffs. It then fol-
lowed with various other tariffs, such as on $60 billion
worth of other Chinese exports.

He knows best. He's so very smart, you know.
And in a move that surprised no one, China re-

sponded slapping tariffs on 128 different U.S. exports,
including agricultural products.

The stock market plunged in recent days following
the announcement, quickly eating up the gains it made
following the administration’s souped up Kansas tax
cuts to the rich and promises to remove financial regu-
lations.

The administration's case for all these tariffs was
that unfair trade practices cost America jobs.

We're not arguing that China has been a bad actor.
By all means, buy American. But do some math and re-
search before taking drastic actions that can greatly
harm our economy and recovery.

While steel tariffs resulted in the short term creation
of jobs at a few American steel refineries, Moody's Ana-
lytics estimates that the move could cost American
companies between 100,000 and 150,000 jobs as higher
prices of steel impact manufacturers.

The administration's move was penny wise and
pound stupid. It's a move that appeals to an emotional
idea of what the country once was but not the reality
in which it, nor the world, operates. 

And, unfortunately, it's a move that might not have
been made if more adults were in the room. 

Rex Tillerson advocated restraint on tariffs. He's out.
National Economic Director Gary Cohn argued

against tariffs. He resigned over the issue.
Instead of advisers, the President wishes for syco-

phants and yes men who'd rather complement the em-
peror on his clothes than tell him how nakedly harmful
some of his policies will be.

His actions threaten to cripple our main industries
of aerospace and agriculture in Kansas. Those indus-
tries are life bloods.

If we weren't all in the same boat, we might just
shrug and say our state and nation's voters deserve to
reap what they sow.

However, we hope for change, and we hope for this
trade war to be averted.

Otherwise, in Kansas, it will truly be a bitter har-
vest.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

The finding isn't the hard part
I'm at that point in my life

where most spring and fall
weekends seem to be occupied

by weddings.
I had the opportunity to be in

the wedding party recently at the
marriage of two long-time friends.

The event brought people to-
gether from across the country and
made for three days of reunions,
hugs, tears, drinking all-too-much
and laughter.

Exhausted and riding back from
the wedding Sunday, my mind
wandered, and I started seeing the
whole experience as a sort of jig-
saw puzzle.

Sometimes two pieces come to-
gether to make a sum greater than
the parts.

Those occurrences—a birth, a
job, a wedding, an anniversary—
we celebrate.

I'd seen a lot of pieces come to-
gether at the wedding. Few of
them I had expected to be in my
puzzle.

Luke, the groom, I'd labeled as a
cocky know-it-all when I first
helped him move into his dorm.

Nine years later, he's still cocky
and he does know it all, as he will
soon be a doctor and is one of my
favorite people in the world.

The bride, I'd simply put in my
phone as “Hailey, Luke” a year
later. At that point, her distin-
guishing factor was she dated
Luke, and with his track record,
learning her last name probably
wouldn't be necessary.

The next eight years proved me
so very wrong as she became a

rock in our friend group.
I didn't expect the person on my

left in the wedding party to be one
of my best friends. I didn't expect
the ceremony's officiant, a
painfully awkward self conscious
17-year-old Western Kansas kid,
to grow up into one of the most self
confident, balanced people I have
in my life.

At the moment of the wedding, I
looked at the whole puzzle and all
of us who'd changed and grown
and struggled over the years. I
looked at the woman smiling at me
from across the crowd, someone
I've shared much of my life with.

It was a great picture. And my
heart was full. And someday all of
this will change.

Finding pieces isn't the hard
part.

People find love. People find
happiness. People find joy and peo-
ple find laughter.

The part that takes the effort is
keeping the pieces together when
the puzzle rearranges.

This weekend, the bride and the

groom looked the picture of youth
and beauty.

Their puzzle will grow. And one
day, hopefully not for a long time,
their puzzle will shrink. One will
be left to mourn the missing piece
they built their world around.
That is loss, the memory of the
missing piece and what it meant to
the picture of your life.

So many pieces I'd expected to
build my puzzle around are gone.
So many different pieces had filled
those places.

I talked to so many old friends
this weekend that I hadn't seen in
ages. And on the surface, every-
one's life looks perfect. But under-
neath we're all constantly
searching.

Nearing home, I thought of the
pieces of my puzzle that I was
happy with, those people at the
wedding, my job, my girlfriend, my
family.

I wondered how that puzzle
would change and what pieces I
would build around in the future. I
have a good idea about a few of
those pieces. 

I don't think any of us are meant
to finish our puzzles here. There
will always have holes and the
puzzles will always be changing.
Thinking about life that way
makes the moments when all the
pieces come together all the more
beautiful.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at 316-281-7899 or
adam@harveycountynow.com.

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

Reel to reel: Family enjoys watching movies

Bring on the Stormy
If you’re like me and watch CBS News, you’ve heard

of adult film star Stormy Daniels. Even if you watch
other networks, I bet there is a good chance you have
seen photos or her name on your screen. It appears the
mainstream media doesn’t want us to forget this adult
actress anytime soon.

Is anyone else wondering why all of a sudden, in
March of 2018, we are hearing so much about this
woman? I’m trying to figure it out, because it’s getting
more air time than the Benghazi crisis, Fast & Furious
gun thing, and I think it’s already surpassed the Apollo
11 moon landing.

I wasn’t aware of her career highlights, I had to look
her up to find out she won “Best new Scarlet” in 2004,
only two years after signing with Wicked Pictures in
2002. And just four months into her contract, she wrote
her first screenplay. In 2006, she won Adult Video Net-
work (AVN) awards for writing and directing adult
movies. She’s like the Barbara Streisand of the adult
film world. 

Coincidently, she was in the movie, “40 Year Old Vir-
gin” starring Steve Carell the same year she was named
Centerfold of the Year from High Society, and then ac-
cepted the position of entertainment editor from that
same magazine.

So… nobody in the main stream media cares to men-
tion any of her success within her own industry, but
have sex with a rich guy in 2006, who 10 years later
runs for President and wins, and it’s front page news for
several days? What am I missing?

Maybe she is just what Harvey County needs. Our
part of the country is already known for Tornado Alley
and the Hesston F5 tornado of March 1990. Our Wichita
news stations use “Storm Tracker” and “Storm Center”
in their titles. Imagine the crowds she would bring if
she were to autograph her book (sure it’s coming soon)
and posters at our outdoor car show on Main Street!

We could put the power of the national media to work
for us. Maybe while she was here a few of the 90 some
churches in Newton could hold an ice cream social and
read some Bible verses to her, and Newton could be
known for the town who took power out of her storm
and gave her peace.

Mark Rolland
Newton
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For something that lives in
your pocket and is used to
pass the time on the toilet, so-

cial media seems to have a powerful
grip on the fabric of our lives. 

It has been linked to increased
sadness, lack of creativity, and re-
cently accused of rigging a presi-
dential election.

That's a lot of power for a little
blue box that gets opened with a
press of your finger on the magical
device in the palm of your hand. 

The rise of social media has come
swiftly. 

It's newness means our current
Social media landscape has yet to
be disrupted, or to face reforma-
tions, regulations and revisions like
so many other industries have been
over time.

Yet that day of reckoning may
soon arrive for Facebook and other
platforms that follow. 

Poor decisions, primarily by Face-
book, have led people to think about
their relationship with the brand,
how much time and trust they put
into it, and most importantly, if so-
cial media should be held responsi-
ble for what is posted on its
platform. 

Holding online companies respon-
sible isn't  unprecedented. 

Newly passed laws hold
Craigslist responsible for claims
that their “personals” section aids
sex trafficking and nefarious activ-
ity by the sites users. 

Craigslist, in turn, is removing
their personals section. 

Such an action opens the door.
Why are Facebook, Twitter, Insta-
gram, etc., not held liable for what
is posted on their platforms like
other media outlets are? 

Like so many papers now a days,
The Clarion, a sister paper to New-
ton Now,  had to report on a shoot-
ing threat at a high school it covers. 

Despite that there  really was no
threat made, a couple of students
told everyone they heard some-
thing, when they actually just
heard someone else say they heard
another person claim a student was
going to shoot up the school.

It was the worst game of "tele-
phone" of all time. 

I'm not criticizing alerting au-
thorities to a threat. What hap-
pened afterwards, however, was
problematic.

Police investigated, no evidence
was found, and no one really heard
the student say anything; they just
heard that someone heard it and
passed it along. 

When I was in school, that is
where the story would have ended.
Nobody was hurt, there would be
some rumors flying about, but
likely no one would even really
know whatever happened or who
was exactly accused. 

Now, that isn't the case. 
During the investigation, the

school district was peppered with
phone calls from angry parents,
questioning the district and the way
they were handling things. They
saw something on social media that
a certain student was going to shoot
up the school and were instantly
angry. 

Phone call after phone call
poured in, angry the district wasn't
doing enough to protect their stu-
dents, and then photos and the
name of the accused student started
showing up on Facebook and other
platforms. 

The face and name were scat-
tered everywhere, telling anyone
who could read that XXX student
was going to shoot up the school
and the district was doing nothing
about it. 

That student's life is ruined. 
It's probably pretty hard to go

back to school, even if intense ef-
forts were put in place to clear your
name, so long as everyone in town
thinks you were going to shoot up
the school. Hell, everyone in the
neighboring towns probably thinks
that now, too. Your social network
doesn't end with the borders of your
town or school. 

Now, if we would have printed a
story with a mugshot of a student
and his name underneath it saying
he was going to shoot up a school

with no evidence to that effect, we
would probably be out of business,
but social media presumably prof-
ited off the unfortunate event. 

Stories like this will continue to
pepper us as social media grows
and people become even bolder than
they already are on the various
platforms. 

Why is social media not liable for
any of this, like any other media
would be if they allowed such false-
hoods printed or spoken on their
platforms? 

I think eventually they will be.
They are "media," aren't they? 

The more we learn about social
media, the advent of "fake news"
and just how powerful the tool in
our pocket is to manipulate the
mindset of millions, laws and pro-
tections will likely come to compen-
sate. 

If everyone can be a journalist,
then everyone is going to need to be
held to the same standards as one.
Since that probably isn't possible,
the platforms that host the masses
will have to bear that burden. 

Traditional media has been a
pretty good steward of the responsi-
bility that comes with reaching
thousands of people and being a
trusted source for information. So-
cial media hasn't been held to those
same standards, and maybe it's
about time they should be. 

Ten years ago, the idea of every-
one having a voice and given a plat-
form to be heard sounded great.
Unfortunately, the masses can't be
trusted with that responsibility, es-
pecially when the brands that host
them don't take their responsibility
seriously. 

It's time to change that. 
When the time comes, power will

be given back to professionals, who
will likely get the opportunity to
gain the public's trust back, serve
their communities and rebuild some
of their business that social media
disrupted in the first place. 

The Internet gave people a way
to be heard without going through a
gatekeeper. 

What we have learned is that
people need someone to man the
gate.

Joey Young is the majority owner
of Kansas Publishing Ventures
which publishes Newton Now.  

Social media needs a gatekeeper

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS 67114.
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

Making a food truck rally no easy task

When I was in high school, I began noticing prob-
lems with my vision. After swimming, I would
notice halos around lights, and when I awak-

ened in the morning, my vision would be somewhat
cloudy.

It became necessary for me to arise early in the morn-
ing so that my vision could become clearer by school
time. It became good by evening time, thus it was diffi-
cult for me to make myself go to bed at night. After see-
ing many eye specialists, it was diagnosed that I had
Fuch’s Dystrophy, a gradual deterioration of the cornea
which was usually only seen in elderly patients, never
in anyone as young as I. 

At that time, there was no cure and nothing to do for
it until such time as cornea transplants might be per-
fected. The eventual
effect of the dystro-
phy on my vision was
that the cornea,
often called the win-
dow of the eye, be-
came spongy and
waterlogged with
fluid. Instead of look-
ing through a clear
surface it became
like looking through
a steamed-over win-
dow.

All through college I was able to maintain adequate
vision by using a salt ointment at night, which helped
soak up the fluid in the cornea.

But nine years later, after a year of teaching school in
Portland, Ore., marriage and three children, my vision
in both eyes had deteriorated to the point that I couldn’t
read, drive or see across the room. In very large print, I
wrote out my stand-by recipes with a black magic
marker to be able to read them. A Newton grocery store
still making deliveries, Schroeder’s Market, delivered
the groceries I ordered. 

By 1963, the first cornea transplant had been done
successfully by Dr. Lemoine at the KU Medical Center,
and he had taught the skill to his student there, Dr.
Lawrence L. Hyde. I became Dr. Hyde’s patient in the
early 1960s. He waited to do a transplant as long as I
could get along without it because I had had radiation
used on my eyes back in the early 1950s, and he was
afraid this might affect the success of the surgery.

Finally, in the spring of 1966, when my vision was so
poor and life had become very difficult for me and my
family, my name was placed on the waiting list for a
donor eye from which the whole cornea could be used to
replace one of mine. The donor eye needed to be re-
moved within an hour or two from a newly-deceased
person, and it was necessary for me to be ready to go to
the KU Med. Center for the surgery the minute I re-
ceived the call. (There were no cell phones then. We
couldn’t leave the house without an answering service
knowing where we could be reached on a moment’s no-
tice.) At the time, our children were 7, 4-1/2 and 2-1/2,
so preparations needed to be made well ahead of time
for child care that could take over the minute the call
came for my husband to rush me to Kansas City.

The call came about 9 p.m. one evening. We were
home and were off to Kansas City within an hour. Dr.
Hyde performed the surgery at the KU Med. Center,
where I was hospitalized for five days, lying on my back
with my head anchored between sand bags. The center
of the cornea was replaced by the donor tissue and
stitched in.

Weekly trips to Kansas City were required for check-
ups and the removal of stitches as they healed sepa-
rately. It was six or eight weeks after the surgery before
we knew the extent of the success of the transplant.

Next, astigmatism in the replaced cornea needed to be
corrected by prescription lenses, so it was almost two
months before I knew the real results: my vision in the
eye with the new cornea tested 20/30! Wow! Miraculous!
The prior radiation had not affected the outcome!

We lived on E. First Street, a couple of blocks from
First and Main. I remember standing out in front of the
house and watching, with joy and glee, the changing of
the street lights; of looking up to see the tops of trees
and birds on branches.

We had a typewriter set up in the living room so that
I could type notes (I’d taken typing in high school and
could operate the keyboard without looking at it) when I
couldn’t see well enough to handwrite notes. Here is a
letter our older daughter Laura, then 7 and about to
enter 3rd grade at McKinley School, sat down at the
typewriter and pecked out to Dr. Hyde, the eye surgeon,
exactly as she wrote it. I still have the copy of it I made
before I mailed it to Dr. Hyde.

She thanked the doctor, talked about me being able to
watch them play and stand on their heads and apolo-
gized for her mistakes and typos. It ended with
“Mommy can read To us Now.”

A year after the first transplant, the process began all
over again for the second eye and the result was even
more successful.

Years later, when Dr. Hyde saw Laura as a patient,
he pulled out the above letter from his billfold and
showed it to her. As far as I know, he had it in his bill-
fold when he died in a car accident 15 years later.

Sue Ice is a Newton resident.

A doctor’s gift of
sight remembered
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JOEY YOUNG

GLIDIN’ ON ICE

SUE ICE

Snow fencing can keep me
awake at night.

And I know that if I lose sleep
over creating enclosures, there are
co-workers in the city’s street and
parks departments that must be
virtual snow fence insomniacs.

As we come up on the second
spring food truck rally, which is
set for Sunday, I realize I’ve
learned a lot about the food truck
world since Christopher Young
and I went to a Wichita rally in
late October 2016.

With no real idea how to sell al-
ready busy food trucks on a 30-
mile drive to an unknown market,
we went to Wichita, armed with
business cards and pictures of
downtown and started literally
knocking on food truck doors.
Walking up to the Flying Stove
made me feel a bit like I was walk-
ing up to a celebrity and asking for
an autograph.

Armed with a list of willing ven-
dors and advice, we came back
home to choose a date. As it turns
out, getting large numbers of the
trucks together at once requires
some patience and advance plan-
ning. We settled on an early spring
date ahead of already planned
events in Wichita. Although the
rally’s “Ain’t No Joke” name is a
nod to its original 2017 date on
April Fool’s Day, it was also an ac-
knowledgment of the “really,
here?” reaction we’d heard from
some. 

Yes. Here.

And we’re doing it again.
Once we waded through state li-

censing and permits and even a
change to Newton’s local ordi-
nances to allow city parks to be in-
cluded in events where alcohol is
served, we got to work on logis-
tics…and I got introduced to ad-
ventures in snow fencing.

The new local ordinance allows
alcohol in areas that are confined
with monitored entry points.
Sounded easy enough, so we met
at Depot Park to look at logistics.
A plastic fence mounted in
weighted canisters along the west
edge of the park and across Fifth
Street at the east of the depot fits
the requirement—but it only
works when the wind isn’t blow-
ing. And this is Kansas, and that
is completely unrealistic. 

As it turns out, the joke of the
first food truck rally was the fenc-
ing, and Fifth Street became a
wind tunnel of sorts. Fortunately,
Newton’s street department em-
ployees are creative, and those
street barricades are heavy. Multi-

ple trailer-loads of barricades
later, we’d shored up the fence
enough to maintain the controlled
access points we needed. 

With picnic tables and trash
cans placed, it was a waiting game
in the chilly early April wind.
Would the trucks really make the
drive on a morning that looked
like it could rain any second? See-
ing the trucks pull in was a partial
relief, but was Newton willing to
come out to a new event in less-
than-perfect weather?

As it turns out, Newton and our
neighbors love food trucks. And
the food trucks love us back. Virtu-
ally all of the original vendors
from the 2017 spring rally came
back last fall, and we added multi-
ple trucks who reached out after
hearing about the inaugural event.

Ain’t no joke…we’re doing this
again! Trucks will serve this com-
ing Sunday, April 8, from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in the 500 Block of Main
Street. We’ve moved the venue to
accommodate more vendors and
more hungry Newtonians. (And we
have better snow fencing!)

Go to the Newton Convention &
Visitors Bureau’s Facebook page
or ToNewton.com/food-truck-
rally.html for more event details
and a full list of food vendors and
join us Sunday for lunch.

Melody Spurney is the coordina-
tor of the Newton Convention &

Visitors Bureau. She can be
reached at mspurney@new-

tonkansas.com or 316-284-3642.

TO NEWTON

MELODY SPURNEY

Say what?
Science is a way of thinking
much more than it is a body of
knowledge.

Carl Sagan
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fighting. “Then I just kept
going downhill. I got into
trouble and started hang-
ing out with the wrong
crowd and doing things I
shouldn't do. I started
missing school, started
skipping school.”

Things got even worse
his junior year; he felt he
didn't have any other op-
tions and tried to kill him-
self.

At one point, he went
missing, and Principal
Lisa Moore even had her
husband out driving the
streets searching.

“Mrs. Moore was a big
help to my parents,”
Brewer said. “Mrs. Moore
was a big support—al-
most like a second mother
to me. When I had nega-
tive thoughts, she'd listen
to me and not judge me.
She'll call me in her office
to see how I'm doing. She
helped me a lot. She's a
pretty cool girl. She's the
one who kept me on
track.”

Along the way Brewer
became a father. He,
along with his parents,
are raising Mallox, who's
1-1/2 and was born when
Brewer was a sophomore.
He said a counselor told
him he should just drop
out and get his GED. 

Regarding what the
counselor advised Brewer
to do, Brewer said he used
that as motivation to do
better. He enrolled in
Railer Academy, which is
one of two programs at
NHS designed to provide
“additional education op-
portunities for students at
Newton High School.
Each program is unique
in how it operates and of-
fers choices for students
to succeed based on their
learning style and prefer-
ences,” according to
usd373.org. It's in Brooks

Trade Center on the north
side of the NHS campus,
and Debra Helberg runs
it.

Brewer didn't have a lot
of hours under his belt
and was able to catch up
and then some after start-
ing Railer Academy.

“That's the thing about
working with Miss Hel-
berg,” Brewer said. “You
can work at your own
pace.”

He said he believes it's
a good program because
he'll be walking across the
stage come May.

“If I couldn't have this
online program, I proba-
bly wouldn't be close to
graduating,” he said. “If
the program wasn't here,
I probably would've
dropped out.”

At the end of last year,
Brewer said he had 13 or
14 credits.

“I believe we're re-
quired to have 24 credits
to walk across the stage,”
he said.

He also was able to test
out of at least a couple
classes.

On a geometry pretest,
he got a 90 percent, so he
tested out of that this
year, and then this semes-
ter, he initially tried to
test out of geometry again
but received a 70 percent
on the pretest, so it took
him three or four class pe-
riods to get 80 percent on
the pretest, which allowed
him to test out.

“I think it's cool because
you can work on it at
home—anywhere there's
wifi,” he said, adding if he
works from home when
sick, the teachers can see
he's working.

Brewer said he can get
a semester-long class
done in a week or two and
that Railer Academy is an
alternative setting for a
classroom.

Because he's so far
ahead now, Brewer said
he only has classes in the
mornings. These include

helping Helberg and
Melinda Rangel, assistant
principal, Career and
Technical Education di-
rector, Railer Academy
and Virtual Program; and
a welding class.

In addition to getting
help from Rangel, Hel-
berg and Moore, Brewer
received guidance from
others. He said in his jun-
ior year, he started play-
ing baseball, and his
coach has helped him
there, and he’s taking his-
tory with Mark George.

“He was a really cool
guy,” Brewer said about
George. “He offered help
with tutoring and talking
and stuff like that. I've
never had a teacher reach
out like that besides Miss
Helberg.”

There were more.
“I've had a lot of teach-

ers reach out and are
willing to help with, like,
school work, tutoring,
emotional issues,” he
said.

Along the way, through
his drug and alcohol use,
depression, skipping
school and becoming a fa-
ther, Brewer learned a
few things, like growing
up and facing responsibil-
ity, facing himself.

“You have to make best
friends with my worst
enemy,” he said, adding
he figures if one can't
work with one's worst
enemy, like at work, he
could end up losing his
job. “I'd start thinking
about that whenever I'd
get upset.”

He's also learned about
being happy.

“Happiness doesn't just
happen to you,” he said.
“It's a state of mind. You
can't just sit around and
expect to be happy. It's a
choice.”

Even though he's not at
school as much as other
students his age, Brewer
still has a busy schedule.
In addition to classes, he
works from 6 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. Fridays, Saturdays
and Sundays at a metal
fabrication shop and
watches his son. He and
his parents all have stag-
gered work schedules,
with his mom working
from 2 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.
or 1 a.m. and his dad put-
ting in 3:30 a.m. to 2:30
or 3:30 p.m. shifts.

“My parents are help-
ing me raise him,”
Brewer said.

He has plans after
walking across the stage
in May. He wants to at-
tend Tulsa Welding
School and will be there
maybe seven months to
become a certified welder,
or he might become a
welder through Hutchin-
son Community College.
He wants to own a house
and study to become an
EMT and paramedic and
then get a Bachelor of
Science degree in nurs-
ing, perhaps at Wichita
State University.

Brewer credits at least
some of his success to
Railer Academy.

“It's helped me a lot,”
he said.
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Devin Brewer works in class at Newton High School.

The restaurant also
features daily specials,
and they serve break-
fast all day, which
started about five years
ago because sales
started to flatten out.

“It gets a little tricky
sometimes, but it works
out OK,” Crawford said.
“Try to have some good
cooks.”

Before the restaurant
was Curtis C’s, Craw-
ford said he believes it
was a Village Inn.

“It’s good this part of
town grew,” he said,
adding there was a time
a person could stand
outside by the restau-
rant and not see a car
go by for 10 minutes.
Now, vehicles whiz by
all the time.

Crawford said he
knew the hospital was
going in out there in
1994 or 1995, so he
thought the Washing-
ton Road location would
be good.

“I knew it’d be prom-
ising,” he said.

Crawford was living
in Wichita, working at
Taco Bell. He said then
the restaurant location
came open, and he
thought he’d give it a
shot. Now, he lives in
Newton and has two
sons, who are 17 and
14.

Crawford, who’s the
only owner, said his em-
ployees number from 15
to 18, with four of those
full time. At least a cou-
ple of employees, who
are waitresses, have
worked there quite a
while. They are Mary
Kurr, who’s been with
Crawford since day one,
and Kim Hardy, who’s
worked there 13 years.
Total, there are seven
waitresses.

Crawford himself has
been a longtime student
of the restaurant world.
Throughout his life,
Crawford worked in
restaurants and ma-
jored in restaurant

management at Kansas
State University, and
he enjoys it.

“I just like dealing
with the public,” he
said. “I like food. I like
people.”

He said that when he
started Curtis C’s, he
didn’t know if it would
work, and he learned
about cooking breakfast
from a previous owner.
About a month in, he
said he hired a guy who
knew how to prepare
breakfast really well on
flat-top grills.

“So, that was a big
help,” he said.

Crawford said their
first day was really
busy and hectic.

“But luckily, we got
some people to come
back over time,” he
said, adding Mary has
good rapport with peo-
ple and that he’s made
friends through the
restaurant.

“Built some good rela-
tionships with people,”
he said.

After the restaurant
made it a year, Craw-
ford celebrated by pur-
chasing a one-year
anniversary gift to him-
self, which was an auto-
graphed Joe Montana
shirt now on display at
the restaurant.

That’s not the only

piece of sports memora-
bilia Crawford has
there. There are trading
cards under glass at the
tables or various items
on the walls.

“I like sports,” Curtis
said. “Love it.”

He grew up as a Roy-
als and Chiefs fan and
collected a lot of items
as a kid, so he put those
on display. Initially,
when clients, who were
a little older, would
come into the restau-
rant, they’d look around
like, “Why is all this
sports stuff in here?”

“Over the years, got-
ten a little younger
clientele, and people
like to talk sports,” he
said.

In addition, people
have given him things
to hang on the walls.

“Which is nice,” he
said.

Another thing that’s
nice was business in-
creased about 10 per-
cent a year during an
18- to 19-year period,
and that leveled off
around the recession of
2008-10. There has not
been a big increase in
the past few years, he
said.

To keep people com-
ing back, Crawford said
his goals are to try to be
consistent, have good

customer service and
good food. Even though
his profits aren’t in-
creasing as much as
they did at first, insur-
ance, taxes and utilities
are.

Crawford said people
say there aren’t as
many locally owned din-
ers as there used to be,
adding it’s harder to
keep them open and
competing against cor-
porations. With that
being said, Crawford
also said he hopes to
say in Newton a long
time.

Crawford said Satur-
day mornings usually
are packed, and that’s
their busiest time.

“Customers know the
waitresses really well,”
Crawford said. “Get to
hootin’ and hollerin’.
It’s pretty fun.”

He said he’ll see cus-
tomers through 10 or 20
years and then when
they start to slow down,
they’ll start coming in
every day or so.

“That makes me re-
ally proud,” Crawford
said.

Hours
Curtis C’s is open

from 6 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
weekdays and 7 a.m. to
8:30 p.m. Saturdays.
They’re closed Sundays.

reviewing them,” Commis-
sioner Randy Hague said of
the mistake. 

Hague noted that he saw
two problems: one, that ad-
ministration or department
heads missed the issue
when initially evaluating if
the vehicles met specifica-
tions and another, that ven-
dors didn't read the county's
specifications closely
enough and follow those
specifications.

“If they don't meet what's
spec’ed, we throw out the
bid and move on,” he said.

Betty Lewis of 321
Kawasaki was present at
the meeting. 

Lewis said that parks de-
partment employee Derrick
Richling told the company
to bid the FXR model, and
as he did so, it was the com-
pany’s understanding that
the model met specification. 

“Had he not told us the
FXR, we would not have
made the mistake,” she
said.

She asked to appeal a
county decision to rescind
its bid. 

Richling, who was present
at the meeting, said he may
have misspoken but if he
had, it was unintentional.

“There's so many different
models,” he said. “I can't
keep track of them.”

Lewis said that at the
same price, 321 Kawasaki
could offer the county a bed
extender on the vehicles it
intended to purchase or it
could offer the county mod-
els that met specifications
at a cheaper price. 

At the meeting, County
Administrator Anthony
Swartzendruber suggested
that the county go with the
lowest bidder it had that
still met specifications. 

He said that if they al-
lowed 321 Kawasaki to
change its bid, they'd need
to do that for all bidders. 

The next lowest bidder
was Dan's Cycle out of Hes-
ston, with a total cost of
$41,769. 

Krehbiel, after hearing
Lewis' explanation of why
its bid didn't meet specifica-
tions, responded.

“I can appreciate what
you're saying and under-
stand,” he said. “But what
we're getting at here is if it
doesn't meet specs, we need
to not accept it period.”

Krehbiel noted that the
commission had been get-
ting heat about being stick-
lers on specifications at
times, but it needed to stick
with the set policy.

Krehbiel made a motion
to award the bid to Dan's
Cycle, and the motion
passed 3-0. 

In other news, the
county's sales tax revenues
in March saw a 3.71 percent
increase over last year. De-
spite the increase, county
sales tax still lags 2017's
first quarter totals by 3 per-
cent. That was due in part
to February's revenues,
which were down 9.43 per-
cent from the year prior.
February's numbers were in
line with revenues in 2016,
but 19 percent behind rev-
enues in 2015. 

And finally, the commis-
sion proclaimed April as
Child Abuse Prevention
month. Bill Reynolds of the
Court Appointed Special
Advocates services attended
the meeting to ask the
county commission to make
the proclamation and an-
swer questions. 

“The way it's going, the
kids need all the help they
can get,” Krehbiel said. 

The organization cur-
rently has 10 active volun-
teers serving 26 children.
Reynolds said presently
there are about 100 foster
kids in the county and the
service could use more vol-
unteers. He said child abuse
reports were up last year
but there were fewer kids
entering foster care, indicat-
ing that there are some
services addressing abuse
available in the community. 

ETC.
•Ever wonder what ex-

actly what flags cost? The
county approved paying
$586 for flags to serve the
courthouse and the sheriff's
office. The county approved
the expenses as part of its
total weekly bill for
$145,769.

•The commission ap-
proved a proclamation for
National Service Recogni-
tion Day to be held on April
3. The proclamation recog-
nizes local volunteers. 

“We get thousands of
hours a year out of volun-
teers in the county,” Com-
missioner Chip Westfall
said. “It's a great deal.”

•The Harvey County
Parks Department will hold
its goldfish drag races Sun-
day, April 15.

•Emergency Communica-
tions Manager Gary Denny
said fire weather dangers
will be extreme in the fol-
lowing days with high
winds. 

•The county held an exec-
utive session to discuss mat-
ters relating to security
measures.

COUNTY
From Page 1

DINER
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Curtis C's Diner owner Curtis Crawford carries food to customers on Friday, March 30.

“They didn't find
much for quantity,”
Powell said. “It was
personal use stuff.”

On March 15, police

arrested Holly Schmidt,
43, and Brian Forkner,
44, in the 100 Block of
E Seventh St. on
charges of aggravated
endangerment of a
child, possession of nar-
cotics and possession of
paraphernalia.

“When you have it

[paraphernalia]
accessible to your
special needs kid
and they take it to
school, that would
be the poster child
for aggravated en-
dangerment,” Pow-
ell said.

SHOW
From Page 1

ForknerSchmidt
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Newton 
April 2
Arrests:
Tanner Simpson, 25,

Pueblo, Colo., warrant
Damon Wilson, 21,

Salina, possession of
marijuana, I-135, mile
marker 27

Andrew Kelley 33,
Marion, warrant, 100
Block West Elm St

Keylee Rogers, 25,
Sedgwick, warrant, 100
Blk E Sixth St

March 31
Arrests:
Michael Hoskinson,

46, Hutchinson, war-
rant, 100 Blk N Main St

James Provorse, 27,
El Dorado, possession of
narcotic, I-135 mile
marker 29

Mary Bruner, 49,
Salina, Driving with in-
valid license, 600 Blk N
Manchester

March 30
Arrests:
Shawn Brown, 27, Wi-

chita, 1700 Blk S
Kansas, possession of
opiate

Moises Pineda, 24,
Cushing, Okla., warrant 

March 29
Arrests:
Jeremy Brannan, 43,

Newton, warrant, 200
Blk E Sixth St

Nicholas Butler, 24,
Wichita, warrant, 200
Blk E Sixth St

Blake Bergman, 25,
Dodge City, warrant,
100 Blk W Elm St

Marc Justus, 46, Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk
W Elm St

March 28
Criminal calls:
Criminal damage, 300

Blk E First St
Motor vehicle bur-

glary, 300 Blk N Main

St
Domestic disturbance,

200 Blk W Eleventh St 

March 27
Arrests:
Amy Villalva, 32,

Newton, driving with in-
valid license, warrant,
900 Blk Washington Rd

Cara Adams, 41, New-
ton, failure to stop at an
accident, 100 Blk
Fairview

Dora Gear, 30, Wi-
chita, driving with in-
valid license, 1200 Blk S
Kansas

Nicholas Butler, 24,
Wichita, warrant, 300
Blk Inman St., Sublette,
Kan.

Maurice Smith, 22,
Hutchinson, warrant,
100 Blk E Eighth St

Shelby Saxton, 18, Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk
W Elm St 

March 26

Arrests: 
Benjamin Herndon,

26, Pittsburg, possession
of controlled substance,
100 Blk E Seventh St

Criminal calls:
Assault/Battery, 1300

Blk Washington Rd
Domestic Disturbance,

700 Blk W 12th St 

North Newton 
April 1
Arrest:
Danielle Robinson, 34,

Aurora, Colo., posses-
sion of marijuana, I-135
mm 34

March 30
Arrests:
Raquel Nino, 29,

Sioux Falls, S.D., pos-
session of stimulant, I-
135 mm 34

Jessica Valle, 21,
Strong Lake, Iowa, pos-
session of stimulant,
possession of parapher-
nalia, I-135 mm 34

Peggy Hwa
passed away
on Friday,
March 30,
2018, at New-
ton Presbyte-
rian Manor.

Peggy was
born on
March 9,
1928, on a
farm in Kiangying,
Kiangsu, China, to Mr. and
Mrs. H. C. Zia. She was the
eighth daughter of nine
children. Shortly after
birth, she was adopted by
her maternal aunt and
lived with her and her ma-
ternal grandmother.

She graduated from the
Red Cross Nursing School
in Shanghai, where she
met her future husband,
Eugene “Gene” Ching
Hwa. They married on
June 16, 1950, in
Youngstown, Ohio. Gene
was a radiologist until his
passing on Dec. 24, 1986.

Peggy led an active life
playing bridge, golf and
tennis as well as skiing.
She also traveled exten-
sively. She was a member
of P.E.O., Junior Reading
Circle and the Trinity
Heights United Methodist

Church. Peggy
will be remem-
bered for her de-
lightful sense of
humor, quick
smile, determi-
nation and com-
petitive spirit.

She is sur-
vived by her
children, Linda

Hwa Davis and spouse,
Michael K. Davis, Deborah
Ann Hwa Froelich and
spouse, Dana Alan
Froelich, and Eugene
David Hwa; four grandchil-
dren, Jason Paul Froelich,
Mark Alan Froelich,
Kendra Joy Hwa Davis
and Cole Eugene Hwa
Davis; and five great-
grandchildren, Allison
Nicole Froelich, Andrew
James Froelich, Isaac Alan
Froelich, Evan Paul
Froelich and Emily Grace
Froelich.

She was preceded in
death by her husband, Eu-
gene C. Hwa; and parents,
Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Zia.

Memorials have been es-
tablished for the Presbyte-
rian Manor-Good
Samaritan Fund and Trin-
ity Heights United
Methodist Church.

PEGGY HWA
BUR-

RTON—Der-
rick Craig
Unruh en-
tered eternity
on Wednes-
day, March
21, 2018, at
Wesley Med-
ical Center,
Wichita.

He was born Sept. 10,
1959, in Newton to Chester
Leroy and Carol Lee (Fast)
Unruh.

He was a lifelong Bur-
rton resident, a 1977 grad-
uate of Burrton High
School and a 1982 gradu-
ate of Bob Jones Univer-
sity, Greenville, S.C.

He was a 31-year em-
ployee of Fed Ex, deliver-
ing to Larned and the
surrounding area since
2002.

He was a member of
Faith Community Bible
Church in Burrton, a mem-
ber of USD 369 Burrton
School Board since June

2004 and the
Burrton Com-
munity Develop-
ment
Committee.

On June 9,
1984, he mar-
ried Raenita G.
Bocook at South
Point, Ohio. She
survives.

Other survivors include
his daughters, Kristin
Unruh and Kayla (Aaron)
Meisenheimer, both of
Hutchinson; mother, Carol
Unruh, Burrton; brothers,
Darian (Carol) Unruh, In-
dianapolis, and Duane
(Cindy) Unruh, Greenville,
S.C.; and sisters, Debbie
(Stanley) Waller and Darla
Gaeddert, Hutchinson.

Kaufman Funeral Home,
Halstead, was in charge of
arrangements. Burial was
at the Burrton Cemetery.

Memorials may be given
to USD 369 Burrton
schools in care of Kaufman
Funeral Home, Halstead.

DERRICK UNRUH

Alvin Friesen, 93, of Newton passed away
Sunday, April 1, 2018, at Newton Medical
Center. Alvin was born July 18, 1924, in
rural Marion County, the son of Abraham
and Susanna (Penner) 

Friesen.
Alvin was the fourth of six children born

to Abraham and Susanna. Alvin attended
school in Marion County, graduating from
Hillsboro High School in 1942. He then at-
tended Bethel College. Realizing that a col-
lege education was not for him, he went back to help on
the family farm until he was drafted into the U.S. Army
in 1949.

He first served in Germany, helping with reconstruc-
tion after World War II. Later, he served in the Korean
Conflict for about 18 months with the 439th Engineer
Battalion. After being honorably discharged from the
U.S. Army in 1952, Alvin returned to farming. After sev-
eral more years of farming, Alvin went to work at Hes-
ston Corp. (now AGCO) in Hesston, where he worked
until his retirement in May 1988.

Alvin married Anna Doerksen on Feb. 18, 1962, in
rural Meade. During their 56 years of marriage, Alvin
and Anna enjoyed traveling and spending time with ex-
tended family. After 12 years of marriage, they welcomed
their only child, Marc, in September 1974. The family
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in February
2012.

In February 2015, Alvin and Anna made the decision
to sell their home in Hesston to move to Presbyterian

Manor in Newton. During the years, Alvin
has enjoyed hobbies, such as coin collecting,
International Harvester toy collecting, going
to auctions, attending Army reunions and
going to “coffee” with many acquaintances in
Hesston. Alvin was well known for his accu-
mulation of knowledge about different topics.

In the last two years, Alvin has enjoyed
“meeting” his granddaughter, Kate, two times
a week as she entered Presbyterian Manor
for preschool. He also has enjoyed talking

with his grandson, Luke, about school and golf. Alvin
and Anna are members of Whitestone Mennonite Church
in Hesston. Alvin confessed his faith in Jesus Christ.

Alvin is survived by his wife, Anna, of 56 years, who
resides at Presbyterian Manor in Newton. Alvin’s son
and daughter-in-law, Marc and Sarah, and two grand-
children, Luke and Kate, also reside in Newton. Alvin
also leaves one sister, Evelyn (Irvin), of Moundridge and
many nieces and nephews.

Alvin was preceded in death by his parents; brothers,
Carl and Theodore (Ted); and sisters, Linda and Edna.

Visitation will be from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday, April 5, at
Presbyterian Manor Chapel. Memorial service will be at
11 a.m. Friday, April 6, at the Whitestone Mennonite
Church in Hesston. Burial with military honors will be at
9:30 a.m. prior to the service at Eastlawn Cemetery in
Zimmerdale.

Memorials are suggested to Presbyterian Manor and
may be sent in care of Petersen Funeral Home in New-
ton.

ALVIN FRIESEN

Obituaries are available online through-
out the week at harveycountynow.com

for subscribers.

•Kyle Brady Malek pleaded no contest to a January
vehicle burglary. Sentencing was set for March 30.
Malek was caught by police after a person noticed him
riffling through a vehicle and called 911. 

•Jeremy D. Dillon, Wichita, pleaded no contest to pos-
session of marijuana with intent to distribute.

•Tyler Kawa, Newton, pleaded to possession of
methamphetamine and misdemeanor theft. He agreed
to pay $40,000 restitution to the victims as part of his
plea agreement.

Thursday, April 5
10 a.m.—Chat with Mayor David Nygaard, Grand

Central Senior Center
1:30 p.m.—NHS swim meet at Salina South High

School
3 p.m.—Tennis Invitational at Newton High School

Friday, April 6
7 p.m.—Newton Talk 20, Meridian Center , free to

enter
7 p.m.—Movie at the Fox
7 p.m.—“A Pale Horse Rides” Bible Seminar at

Newton Adventist Church, 202 North Walnut St.

Saturday, April 7

10 a.m.—NHS Swimming Invitational at Wichita
Northwest High School

9-11 a.m.—KidFEST at Slate Creek Elementary
School

7:30 a.m.—First Saturday Bird Walk, Kauffman
Museum, North Newton

5 p.m.—“A Pale Horse Rides” Bible Seminar at
Newton Adventist Church

Sunday, April 8
11 a.m.—Food Truck Rally, 500 Block of Main St.
7 p.m.—“A Pale Horse Rides” Bible Seminar at

Newton Adventist Church

Monday, April 9
9 a.m.—Harvey County Commission, Harvey

County Courthouse

Tuesday, April 10
1 p.m.—Golf invitational at Sand Creek Station
2 p.m.—Swimming invitational at Newton High

School
4 p.m.—NHS baseball game at Centennial Park
4 pm.—NHS softball game at Athletic Park
5 p.m.—Dine out to Donate, Sonic locations, China

Inn

Wednesday, April 11
9:30 a.m.—Life Enrichment at Krehbiel Audito-

rium, Bethel College

County attorney rules
officer's shooting of
murderer warranted

Following a mandatory
investigation, the Harvey
County Prosecutors Office
determined that the offi-
cer who lethally shot
David Montano was justi-
fied in his actions. 

Montano murdered
three people in February
of 2017 in the 2100 Block
of North Spencer. 

In a release Monday,
County Attorney David
Yoder stated that it was
clear the actions of the of-
ficer involved were “well
within the scope of his
lawful authority as a law
enforcement officer and
were entirely warranted.”

The five-page report
was compiled by Yoder's
office after combing
through 36 written re-
ports provided by the KBI
as well as 21 digital discs
accumulated by the
agency. 

The report brings to
light previous details un-
known in the case, includ-
ing the 12 minutes two
officers spent combing the
property searching for
and eventually encoun-
tering Montano. 

According to the report,
officers at the time knew
Montano had likely killed
at least one person, been
violent toward officers in
the past and was sus-
pected to have a double-
barreled shotgun as well
as a .38 caliber hand gun. 

Two officers spotted
Montano at 1:02 a.m. 

They began chasing
Montano, who was run-
ning shirtless in a white
bandanna and black
pants.

During the chase, the

report said that an officer
yelled for Montano to
show his hands. Montano
came to a stop between
10 to 15 yards away from
the officers. 

Officers again told
Montano to show his
hands. 

The report stated Mon-
tano raised his left hand
but not his right hand. 

Officers then observed
a shot gun in Montano's
right hand and both told
him to drop the gun. 

The report said Mon-
tano turned to face the of-
ficers, yelled something at
them they didn't under-
stand. 

The report said Mon-
tano then pointed his left
hand at an officer and
continued to swing the
shotgun in his right hand. 

An officer then shot
Montano.

Officers later at-
tempted to provide med-
ical aid to Montano and
he was transferred to
Newton Medical Center,
where he was pronounced
dead. 

Officers found a sawed
off pup shotgun under-
neath Montano's body, as
well as a fixed knife on
his right hip. 

Further investigation
found that Montano had
killed Michael Lemons,
Neil Lemons and Jason
Stubby and that Montano
drove to the location with
the intent of murdering
those people. 

The report also listed
the account of another
witness, that it did not
name, who claimed she
was forced to accompany
Montano to the scene. 

She reported Montano,
while driving, kept re-
peating, “Mother Earth is
thirsty; she needs blood.”

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Fall prevention seminar coming up
Newton Medical Center is hosting

a fall prevention workshop called
Stepping On. Beginning Friday,
April 6, the class will meet every
Friday until May 18. In just seven
weeks, you’ll learn:

•To identify and remove or avoid
fall hazards in your home and out-
side

•How vision, hearing, medication
and footwear affect your risk of
falling

•Strength and balance exercises
you can adapt to your individual
level

•To get back on your feet the
right way if you do fall

Cost for the class is $35, which in-

cludes weights. To register, call
Deanna Taylor, class instructor, at
714-478-2071.

Spring clean-up April 9 to 13 
in North Newton 

NORTH NEWTON—The weather
might still be cold, but sooner or
later spring will come. And with
spring will come time to clean. 

North Newton will have its an-
nual spring clean-up week Monday
through Friday, April 9 to 13. The
city asks residents to have all mate-
rials by the curb by Monday, April
9.

It asks that the materials be kept
away from utilities and meters, be

separated into groups, including
construction, metals, limbs and veg-
etation and backyard waste. 

It also asks that materials ex-
clude recyclables, trash, hazardous
waste and tree limbs cut down by a
contractor.

All appliances need to have their
Freon removed by a certified techni-
cian.

For more information, call 283-
7633 or check out www.northnew-
ton.org.

—For Newton Now

Subscribe to Newton Now
To subscribe to Newton Now, call

316-281-7899 or go to the office at
706 N. Main St.
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Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com
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10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!
Your classified ad will appear in all of these papers - Hillsboro
Free Press, Newton Now and The Herington Times...reaching
every Marion County household as well as Newton Now and

Herington Times subscribers.

Call 620-947-5702 or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Line ads: 
$7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 

(minimum of 1x2 
at $25.50)

Classified Deadline 
Monday at Noon

Marion CO Road & Bridge is 
accepting applications for 
(2) Equipment 

Operators
Employee will work out of the
Marion area. Positions are for 

the bridge & culvert crew.  
CDL license is required.  

Applications may be picked up
at the Marion CO Road &

Bridge Office, Courthouse, 200
S. Third, Marion, KS. Drug test-
ing will be required. Positions

opened until filled.
EOE

Marion CO Road & Bridge is 
accepting applications for 

Summer 
Help

Drug Testing will be required.

Applications may be picked up
at the Road & Bridge 
Office, Courthouse,  

200 S. Third, Marion.  
Positions opened until filled.

EOE

RN/LPN
Full-Time Dayshift and Nightshift, in Beautiful Council Grove, KS:
Our growing facility offers low nurse to patient ratios allowing
you to take great care of patients. 12 hour shift positions available
working 5a-5p and 5p-5a. Competitive salary and benefits, with
nights and weekends differential pay.

An application can be printed from the hospital website: 
mrcohosp.com or can be picked up at the hospital’s 
Admissions Desk. Send resume and application to: 

Kiley Askins, RN,CNO, Morris County Hospital, 
600 N Washington, Council Grove, KS 66846. 

Morris County Hospital is an E.O.E. 

SUMMER HELP
WANTED:

CITY OF HERINGTON
17 N. Broadway, Herington

Looking for part time summer
help,  must be 16 years of age
and have a current DL, must be

able to lift 75lbs. Duties will 
include field maintenance, 
custodial and supervision.

Evenings and some weekends.  
Please call 785-258-3577 

for application. 
Deadline: April 20, 2018

Please contact Human Resources at
785-366-7213 or cweis@agritrails.com

for details about how to submit an 
application.

Agri Trails Coop is currently seeking candidates for an 
Agronomy Services / No-Till Operator

in our Hope, KS location. The successful candidate will assist 
in the delivery of seed products and agronomy services to our 

customers, while providing the highest level of customer service.
We offer competitive wages, excellent benefit package and a 

flexible work environment. Successful applicants will 
demonstrate dependability and positive work outlook.

Full Vision Material Handler Opening
First shift, M-F; Requires 2 year’s material handling/receiving,
forklift and overhead crane experience; good communication
skills and attention to detail

All positions require High School or GED, stable work history.
Benefits include ESOP, vacation, holidays, partial-paid insur-
ance, 401(k). ¼ mile south of Hwy 50 on west edge of Newton
at 3017 Full Vision Drive. Apply within or send resume to
hr@full-vision.com. www.full-vision.com. EOE

Second shift openings, M-Th; 3:30PM-2AM:

Fabrication: 2 year’s production/machine operating experience
required.
Weld: Previous production weld experience and passing a
hands-on weld test required.

Prairielawn
Cemetery

has an opening for a 
part-time sexton 

assistant. 
Up to 20 hours per week.

Position for 
April through Sept. 30. 

Email resume to
prairielawncemetery@

gmail.com

Help Wanted:
SAW and SHEAR 

OPERATORS
• 40-50 hour work week

• Competitive pay
• Great Benefits Package

Pick up and complete an application at:

Hillsboro Industries
220 Industrial Road, Hillsboro, KS • 620.947.3127

Applications can be complete online 
@ hillsboroindustries.com

Salem Home currently 
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash
PH: 620-947-2272

Or obtain an application at:
Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

FT/PT Evening shift C.N.A.
FT/PT Night shift, C.N.A.
FT/PT Dayshift RN, LPN

Westview Manor
Peabody

is now hiring for 
the following:

• Social Service  
Director

• 2nd Shift CNA, 2-10pm
• Housekeeping/

Maintenance

Apply in person
at 500 Peabody St

Peabody, KS 66866

Come on in and pick up
an application or call us at

1-620-983-2165

Hallcon is looking for drivers
to transport railroad crews

up to a 200 mile 
radius from Herington, KS.
Must live within 20 miles of
Herington, KS, be 21 years

or older, valid driver’s 
license and a 

pre-employment drug 
screen is required. A com-
pany vehicle is provided,

paid training, and benefits.

Compensation is 
$10.00 per hour.

Apply online at 
www.hallcon.com or call

Mary Day @ (785) 213-8907

in Florence is accepting 
applications for a

clerk/cashier.

Health Insurance
401-K

Vacation

Apply in person 
at Hwy. 50

Florence, KS

PRODUCTION HELP WANTED
MONDAY-FRIDAY

2nd shift   4:00pm  -  12:00am
3rd shift  12:00am  -  8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

911 Communications
Operator

“Dispatcher”
Marion County Sheriff’s 

Department has an opening 
for a full-time and a part-time 

Dispatcher  

This is shift work; nights, 
weekends and holidays

General Purpose: Answers and
dispatches E911 and Administra-
tive calls for law enforcement,
fire, and Emergency Medical
Services (EMS) agencies 
Qualifications include: High
School graduate or equivalent

EEOC. Marion County does not
discriminate against the handi-
capped in employment or provi-
sion of services.

Apply at:  Marion County 
Sheriff’s Office, 202 S 4th 

Marion, Kansas 66861 
Telephone number 
(620) 382-2144. 

1 Employment
Offender Victim Ministries in Newton,
Kan., seeks a full-time executive director
to provide dynamic vision and overall
strategic leadership for OVM’s programs,
development, promotion and constituency
engagement.  Qualifications include ex-
cellent communication, management and
organizational skills, and a strong com-
mitment to restorative justice principles.
Send resumes and inquires to offender-
victimministries@gmail.com by April 20.
12-3tp

Mechanic/Diesel Technician Opening in
Salina: $4000.00 Sign-On Bonus! Excellent
weekly pay, full comprehensive benefits,
matching 401k and more! Many opportu-
nities for advancement! 1+ years experi-
ence call Penske Truck Leasing: 855-208-
1971. 13-2tp

We are adding new shifts!! Need full and
part time production help. $11 per hour.
Country Fresh Foods, 1515 N. Main, New-
ton. 14-3tc

We are expanding our distribution area.
Need full and part time delivery help. $12
per hour. Country Fresh Foods, 1515 N.
Main, Newton. 14-3tc

2 Announcements
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Antique/Misc. Sale
Huge Antique & Misc. Sale! April 6 & 7,
7505 S. Gracehill Road 2 mi West of White-
water on 196. facebook.com/gysum-
creekantiques 14-1tp

Garage Sale
1-Day Garage Sale Friday, April 6th, 11-
5:30pm only. 806 West Grand, Hillsboro.
Cookbooks and books, apple décor, blue
ray player, mini blinds 36 x 72- one white,
one brown, kitchenware, Tupperware,  Pam-
pered Chef, Longaberger, jewelry,  home
décor, winter coats,  teen girl  clothes with
lots of dresses and  lots of adult clothes—
young women , shoes, misc scrap pieces
of wood-great for crafting, play pen, bouncy
seats, softball clothes/gear, nurse scrubs—
medium/small sizes, lots of misc, bake
sale. 14-1tc

CITY-WIDE
GARAGE

SALES FOR
APRIL!

Hillsboro:
Saturday, April 21

Newton:
Saturday, April 28

See the form
in this week’s

paper to 
sign up!

3 For Sale

Camper
1999 Sportsman Truck Camper with stable

- Lift jack system. Good Condition. $3,000.

Must see to appreciate. 785-466-1347. 13-

2tp

4 Miscellanous

Business For Sale
Business For Sale!! Windshield Repair

Business - existing business comes with

equipment, supplies, materials, training

and clients along with full home office

support from a leading national windshield

repair company. Business averages just

under $1,000 a month for about 20 hours.

Part time or full time business. Will sacrifice

for $4,000. Call 1-800-777-5169 for more

information. 13-tfn. 

5 For Rent

Storage 
Enclosed Units available at Canada Storage

1/2 mile south of Marion Reservoir Hillsboro

Cove. Contact by phone/text 620 382 2931

Warren & Donna Kreutziger. 14-1tc

2 Bedroom Senior
Apartment

Call 620-947-2272

• Must be 55 years old 
or older

* NO Maintenance fees
* Utilities Included

5 For Rent

Apartments/Homes

• Lowest priced Satellite in town
• 24 hour emergency 

maintenance and management
services

• Located across from the 
Hospital

• Small pets welcome
• Income guidelines apply

Apply Mon-Th • 10 am-3 pm  

Clean, spacious 1 bdrm
apartments with a quiet 
patio entrance to your 

1 level apartment.

GOLDEN AGE
HOMES

has immediate openings for:

201 E. Helen St.
Herington

785-258-2510

Apartments/Homes

Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-

450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-

ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

Nice 2 bedroom North Newton Home 316-

284-4202. 13-2tc

2 BR Townhouse Hesston 316-284-4202.

13-2tc

5 For Rent

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

Financial
Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS or
State in back taxes?  Our firm works to re-
duce the tax bill or zero it out completely
FAST. Call now 866-758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call 785
655 9430 or go online to Chuckhenry.com
for pricing, availability & Freight esti-
mates.

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions ac-
cepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-
268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or As-
bestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your
family may be entitled to a substantial fi-
nancial award. We can help you get cash
quick! Call 24/7: 855-510-4274

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-
gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA ap-
proved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind pay-
ing your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan
Modification? Is the bank threatening fore-
closure? CALL Homeowner’s Relief Line
now for Help!  855-401-4513

Updating your bathroom does not have to
be expensive or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call 855-324-
2317 today for a free in home consultation.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-1682 (Mon-Fri
8am-9pm CT)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net.  High-Speed.  Available Anywhere!
Speeds to 25 mbps. Starting at $49.99/mo.
Call for Limited Time Price!  877-578-8005
(Mon-Fri 8am-8pm CT)

SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLE-
MENT!  FREE QUOTES from top
providers.  Excellent coverage.  Call for a
no obligation quote to see how much you
can save!  855-587-1299

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW  JULY 8-9 SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-3
TOPEKA KANSAS EXPOCENTER (19TH &
TOPEKA BLVD) INFO: (563) 927-8176
www.rkshows.com

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support after-
wards. Choose adoptive family of your
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL
& IN) (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes. Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-
283-0205 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. No
contract or commitment. We buy your ex-
isting contract up to $500! 1-800-919-3588
(MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-
800-712-9365 (MCN)

Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV. Bundle &
Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS Genie HD-
DVR. $50/month for 2 Years (with AT&T
Wireless.) Call for Other Great Offers! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card when
you sign up today - Limited time Only.
CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Stop paying too much for cable,and get
DISH today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn
more about our special offers! (MCN)

DISH NETWORK. TV for Less, Not Less
TV! FREE DVR. FREE Install (up to 6
rooms.) $49.99/mo. PLUS Hi-Speed Inter-
net - $14.95/mo (where vailable.) Call 1-
855-434-0020 (MCN)

Lower that Cell Phone Bill. Get 2 lines of
unlimited data for $100/mo. with Auto-
Pay—taxes & fees included. Video Stream-
ing & Mobile Hotspot included. Limited
offer/Restrictions Apply. Call Today and
Save. 855-549-9399 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED!! Make $1000 A Week Mail-
ing Brochures From Home! No Experience
Required. Helping home workers since
2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start Immedi-
ately! www.WorkingOpp.com (MCN)

CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and bene-
fits. Matching 401k. Bonus’s and tax free
money. Experience needed. Call Scott 507-
437-9905. Apply on-line
WWW.MCFGTL.COM (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimpor-
tant! WWW.HomeBucks.US ###### FREE
GOVERNMENT MONEY! www.BillionDol-
larFund.net (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, call: 866-871-
1626 (MCN)

Reduce your total credit card payments by
up to 30% to 50%! Call Consolidated
Credit NOW! 844-764-1891 (MCN)

Buying a home and need a mortgage?Or,
have a home and want to lower your
monthly fees and refinance? Getting a
mortgage is quicker and easier than ever.
Call now! 855-715-4721 (MCN)

FOR SALE
TRAILER SALE! 2017 6’X12’ V-nose, ramp,
radials $2,775.00; 7’X12’ single axle, V-
nose, ramp, radials CAP. 3,280 lbs. two-
bike or trike trailer;6’X10’ 10k dump
$4,899.00, 990 gallon fuel trailer; Scissor
lift trailer; 82”X16’+2’ car hauler 7k brakes
$2,385.00; ST205/75D15 New trailer take-
offs $65.00 each. 515-972-4554 www.Fort-
DodgeTrailerWorld.com (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!

SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-

ternational pharmacy, compare prices and

get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!

CALL 888-438-6461 Promo Code

CDC201625 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder

Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or

NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call

Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613

(MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!

A cheaper alternative to high drugstore

prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Ship-

ping! 100 Percent Guaranteed. CALL

NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

OXYGEN- Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to

refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen

One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!

FREE info kit: 855-995-5653 (MCN)

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS KCAN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS



Savannah Garcia's god-
mother Maggie Smet of
Newton calls Garcia a
freshman phenom.

There's a reason for
that.

The day before the
meet last week in Win-
field, the Newton High
School student learned
how to do the triple jump,
and the next day, the var-
sity athlete took first at
the meet.

“So she beat sopho-
mores, juniors, seniors,”
Smet said.

That Thursday was the
first time she'd ever tried
it, Smet said.

Her winning triple
jump distance was 33
feet, 4 inches, which is
the furthest she's ever
jumped. During the 2018
Newton High School
Track Invitational at
Bethel College in North
Newton on Monday, she
took second with 32 feet,
11 inches. Newton girls
took first, and Newton
boys, second.

Regarding the Winfield
meet, she didn't really
think she'd come out on
top.

“I was kinda surprised,
and I had never done it
before,” she said.

Coach Tad Remsberg is
happy with her perform-
ances.

“We are really pleased
with Savannah and how
she is performing,” he
said. “She is working
hard and getting better
every meet.”

In addition to doing the
triple jump, Garcia also
takes part in the long
jump. At the 2018 New-
ton High School Track In-
vitational on Monday,
Garcia took fifth with 15
feet, 7.5 inches. Team-
mate Maggie Remsberg
took second with 17 feet,
1-3/4 inches.

“I did seventh- and
eighth-grade track,” Gar-
cia said, bundled up in
warm clothes during the
meet as many other peo-
ple were. “I just do
jumps.”

She said when she was
younger, she'd practice
with the Newton Flyers,
a local track club, but she
never competed with
them.

There are a couple of
things Garcia likes about
long jumping.

“Long jump, I like that
out of all the things, you
can be relaxed in,” she
said. “The other thing is
it gets your adrenaline
going.”

She gave other reasons
for liking it.

“I mean, I'm not that
great at sprints,” she
said. “You get to be re-
laxed. You get to do your
own thing.”

There also are chal-
lenges, as well as enjoy-
ment.

“Breaking habits,” Gar-
cia said about what her
biggest challenge is,
adding it takes a while to
break them, depending
on what they are.

Once she breaks bad
habits, she said “you just
get the feeling.”

“You know how to do
what he's asking,” Garcia
said.

Garcia said it's usually
her and Remsberg com-
peting in long jumps for
the girls, although some-
times other athletes do it
as well.

A total of seven teams
competed on Monday,
and Garcia said track
season started before
spring break in March.

The following NHS stu-
dents made it in the top 10
during the Monday meet:

•Girls javelin—Olivia For-
est, third; Woranun Normai,
fifth; Aubrie Nichols, 10th.

•Boys javelin—Jakob Mc-
Farlane, third.

•Girls discus—Amanda
Dorrell, second; Kayla
Mwangi, fifth; Gabriela
Lara, sixth.

• Boys discus—Ethan
Entz, fifth; Brecken Wedel,
seventh.

• Girls shot put—Amanda
Dorrell, fifth; Enylsna Peter-
son, ninth.

• Boys shot put—Ethan
Entz, fourth; Brecken Wedel,
sixth; Wyatt Hosford, ninth.

• Girls triple jump—Sa-
vannah Garcia, second.

• Boys triple jump—Creed
Ekerberg, seventh; Adan
(Tony) Wilmore-Lemus,
ninth; Gregor Hoffman,
10th.

• Girls long jump—Mag-
gie Remsberg, second; Sa-
vannah Garcia, fifth.

• Boys long jump—Malicai
Coleman, third; Jerik Ochoa,
sixth.

• Boys pole vault—Milo
Jones, fifth.

• Boys high jump—Alex
Krogmeier, second.

• Boys 110 hurdles—Jerik
Ochoa, second.

• Girls 110 hurdles—Mag-
gie Remsberg, second; Re-
becca Raymundo, fourth.

• Girls 4x800 relay—New-
ton, first.

• Boys 4x800 relay—New-
ton, second.

• Girls 100 meters—Kalli
Anderson, first; Savannah
Simmons, second; Alexis
Valle-Ponds, ninth.

• Boys 100 meters—
James Harris, second;
Zachary Garcia, fifth; Adan
(Tony) Wilmore-Lemus,
sixth.

• Girls 1600 meters—
Elaina Bergquist, eighth.

• Boys 1600 meters—Gar-
rett Mick, second; Shawn
Lattau, ninth.

• Girls 4x100m relay—
Newton, first.

• Boys 4x100m relay—
Newton, first.

• Girls 400 meters—Tay-
lor Antonowich, first;
Christina Bruce, second;
Hailey Millon, ninth. 

• Boys 400 meters—Joel
Thompson, second; Kolyn
Sauceda, eighth; Gregor
Hoffman, 10th.

• Girls 300m hurdles—
Maggie Remsberg, first; Re-
becca Raymundo, tied for
10th.

• Boys 300m hurdles—
Jerik Ochoa, fourth; Eli
Blaufuss, fifth; Creed Eker-
berg, sixth; Milo Jones,
ninth.

• Girls 800 meters—
Megan Bartel, fourth; Caro-
line Barger, eighth.

• Boys 800 meters—Gar-
rett Mick, second; Jonah
Hodge, fourth.

• Boys 200 meters—
James Harris, first; Zachary
Garcia, second.

• Girls 3200 meters—
Alaina Stucky, third; Lylia
Fernandez, 10th.

• Girls 4x400m relay—
Newton, first.

• Boys 4x400m relay—
Newton, second.

Overall team boys

scores—McPherson, first,
131.66; Newton, second, 116;
Buhler, third, 112; Wichita-
North, fourth, 65.33; Wichita
Kapaun-Mt. Carmel, fifth,
55; and Wichita Bishop Car-
roll, sixth, 16.

• Overall team girls
scores—Newton, first, 153;
McPherson, second, 148; Wi-
chita Kapaun-Mt. Carmel,
third, 116; Buhler, fourth,
59; Bishop Carroll, fifth, 35;
Wichita-North, 21, sixth.
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It’s Citywide
Garage Sale

Time!

Cost is only $10/20 words
INCLUDES GARAGE SALE KIT* * 25¢ per add’l word. Kit includes yard sign and pricing stickers.

Submit your garage sale with this form. Drop by the Newton Now office at
706 N Main St, Newton.

Name __________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State ______________ Zip ___________
Telephone: ______________________________________________________________________

Total $____________ �Cash     � Check #            �Credit Card

�  VISA    � MasterCard    � Discover

Card No.

Expires______           3 #’s on back of card______ 

Auth. Code___________

Newton Sale Day: Saturday, April 28  
Advertising Deadline: April 20 at Noon

620-947-5702

Call or email 
Natalie Hoffman

today!

$10/20
words

natalie@
hillsborofreepress.com

Sale Address: _____________________________ Dates/Times _______________________
Items for Sale:
____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________
$10.25 $10.50 $10.75 $11.00 $11.25 $11.50

$11.75 $12.00 $12.25 $12.50 $12.75 $13.00

Girls take first at Newton
track meet, boys second

Garcia does well in triple jump, long jump
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton High School freshman Savannah Garcia competes in long jump on Monday during the NHS meet in
North Newton.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Right: Savannah Garcia, left, gets
a hug from best friend Lindsey
Antonowich at the meet.



There’s a new dog in
town, and he’s working for
the sheriff. 

The Harvey County
Sheriff’s Office has revived
its K-9 program, with a
Dutch Shepherd named
Odie joining the depart-
ment several weeks ago. 

Odie will help the de-
partment with suspect ap-
prehension and searching
for narcotics. 

“Where we are, we use
dogs mainly for narcotic
searching; however, lately
with the property crimes
and the amount of chases
and felony arrests we’ve
had lately, the suspect ap-
prehension is there (too),”
Pfautz said. 

Pfautz and Odie have
been together since mid-
February. They graduated
from training together,
and Odie has been offi-
cially on the job for several
weeks now.

“Since then it’s just try-
ing to get settled in as far
as our shift, knowing what
I need to do with him as
far as breaks, training,
just trying to get into a
pattern is what it comes
down to,” Pfautz said. 

Odie is the fifth police
dog in Harvey County. He
joins Bella and Pancho
with the Newton Police,
Atlas with the Hesston Po-
lice, and Elsa with the
North Newton Police. 

Having five police dogs
in the county means there
is generally one on shift at
all times.

“(Harvey County) is
very aggressive when it
comes to using dogs,”
Pfautz said. “Dogs are in
my opinion one of the
greatest tools we have.”

In comparison, Pfautz
said Reno County doesn’t
have any K-9 units. Mar-
ion County used to have
two but recently decreased
to one. Harvey County
Sheriff’s Office was actu-
ally able to buy some of
Marion County’s K-9
equipment at a discounted
price to use with Odie.
They’ve also received some
donations from businesses
to fund the new K-9 pro-
gram.

Odie is a very dog-
friendly dog, according to
Pfautz, and has had a lit-
tle bit of interaction with
the other four K-9’s on
training days. The five of
them get together once
every two weeks for train-
ing. 

“So far they all seem to

get along when they’re
parked beside each other,”
Pfautz said. 

Pfautz said Odie’s raw
energy has been the
biggest challenge thus far.

“He’s a very energized
dog,” he said. “He just
loves to run and work and
play.”

Pfautz already had ex-
perience as a K-9 handler
prior to Odie because he
spent a year with the
North Newton Police as
Elsa’s handler from Sep-
tember 2016 to September
2017. 

“That’s just what I’ve al-
ways wanted to do, is to be
a dog handler,” he said. 

He joined the sheriff’s
office in 2017, having
worked there prior to
North Newton dating back
to 2008. He then pre-
sented Sheriff Chad Gay
with the idea of adding a
K-9 unit.

“He thought it was a
great idea, and he selected
me to be the handler,”
Pfautz added. 

The sheriff’s office
hasn’t had a K-9 unit since
around 2009 when the
program was cut out of the
budget. The department’s
last dog’s name was
Toben, and his handler
was deputy Gary Little-
john. 

“The cost was pretty
high then at the time, so
we had to unfortunately
cut the program then,”
Pfautz said. The depart-
ment also worked fewer
drug cases back then, so
there was less of a need.

Odie’s name has special
significance in the Harvey
County Sheriff’s Office be-
cause it was the nickname
of the late Kurt Ford, a
deputy who was killed in
the line of duty in 2005. 

One of Pfautz’s ideas
while brainstorming
names with his wife had
been to find a way to
honor Ford with the name. 

“I brought a couple
names to my bosses here,
and when I said Odie, I
noticed two of them smile
and immediately figure
out where that came
from,” he said.

Pfautz also spoke with a
number of Ford’s family
members, and he said all
of them loved the idea for
the name. 

“I went to his sister and
said, ‘We’re looking at a K-
9 program; this is the idea
that came up’, and the joy
in her face told me that’s
what I need to go with,”
Pfautz said.

Odie is three-years-old,
and Pfautz expects him to
work until he is about nine
or 10 before retiring. 

On days when the pair
is on duty, Pfautz said he
wakes Odie up early and
gives him a chance to run
around the backyard be-
fore they head to work to-
gether. Throughout their
12-hour shift, Pfautz gives
Odie five-to-10 minute
training sessions every
couple of hours. 

“And then at the end of
each training session we
play ball,” he said. “That’s
kind of a way for him to

get out, run around and
have a little bit of fun,”
adding that the toy ball is
Odie’s favorite thing ever.

The rest of the shift,
Odie is available to help
however he is needed, like
sniffing for drugs on traffic
stops. He’s already been
involved with a search
warrant.

Pfautz’s patrol vehicle
was modified with a dog
cage in the back that they
bought at a discount from
Marion County’s K-9 pro-
gram. He’s learning that
he has to be careful about
shutting and latching the
gate between the back of
the vehicle and the front—
several times he’s come
back to his vehicle to find
Odie sitting or sleeping in
the driver’s seat. 

According to Pfautz,
Odie also likes to people-
watch while he’s waiting
in the patrol vehicle.

Odie lives with Pfautz,
and on their days off, the
two of them do training
sessions in obedience and
tracking. Otherwise Odie
spends his time in either
the outdoor or indoor ken-
nel at Pfautz’s house.

Pfautz, who also owns a
hunting dog, said he has
always been a dog-lover.

“To me, it’s being able to
watch the dog work,
whether it’s hunting or
being a police dog,” he
said. “To watch the pure
joy and happiness that
they have while they’re
doing their job—there’s
nothing better than that.”
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Going to the dogs: New K-9 unit makes five in Harvey County 
JARED JANZEN
HARVEY COUNTY

INDEPENDENT

JARED JANZEN/
HARVEY COUNTY

INDEPENDENT
Odie has
joined the Har-
vey County
Sheriff’s Office
to help detect
narcotics and
apprehend
suspects
alongside his
handler,
deputy Colt
Pfautz. This
marks a re-
vival of the de-
partment’s K-9
program that
had been cut
around 2009. 



In hopes of sparking
conversation, creating
community, understand-
ing different perspectives
and providing Newton
with a good way to spend
a Friday night, Newton
Now will host its first an-
nual Talk20 Event at 7
p.m. Friday, April 6, at
the Meridian Center.

Ten community mem-
bers will give short,
photo-illustrated talks
about experiences and sit-
uations unique to their
lives.

There will be an inter-
mission in the middle of
the talks. Afterwards, the
venue will remain open
and there will be a bar
and non-alcoholic drinks
available for people to
mingle, socialize and dis-
cuss.

“We have been attend-
ing such events in
Hutchinson for a number
of years and have always
left impressed,” Publisher
Joey Young, who helped
organize the event, said.
“We wanted to bring
something like this to
Newton, because we think
the community deserves it
and that it will catch on.”

Newton Now staff sat
down and selected the
various speakers for the
event, based on their
unique perspectives and
the quality of the stories
they had to tell. 

Each speaker will pres-
ent with 20 slides behind
them, speaking for 20 sec-
onds for each slide. The
format forces speakers to
be concise and to also pro-
vide compelling imagery
that illustrates their
speech.

The event is free, open
to the public and spon-
sored by Regier Construc-
tion, Heartland Credit
Union, Newton Medical
Center and the Meridian
Center.

Here's a list of the fea-
tured speakers and the

topics of their short pre-
sentations. 

“Doing Theater
While Doing Time” by
John McCabe-Juhnke

McCabe-Juhnke is cur-
rently the chair of the
Communication Arts De-
partment at Bethel Col-
lege. He’s developed
Theater Arts Workshops
for Arts In Prison, Inc. in
Kansas City and for Of-
fender Victim Ministries'
Prison Arts Project in
Newton. After 15 years of
directing inmates in the-
ater productions (mostly
on a volunteer basis), Mc-
Cabe-Juhnke decided to
get his students in on the
act. In 2016, he designed
a Prison Theater Project
course, which takes
Bethel students into
Hutchinson Correctional
Facility to collaborate
with inmates on a stage
performance.

“David's Story” by
Jason Miller and
Melanie Krehbiel

Miller and Krehbiel live
in Newton and chose to
foster and adopt two
teenage siblings from
Kansas foster care rather
than have their own bio-
logical children. In 2009,
they began their journey
with hope and optimism,
mixed with a healthy dose
of realism. Their goals
were simple: to get David
and Nadia to adulthood
while avoiding drug ad-
diction, jail, and un-
wanted pregnancies. They
ultimately achieved those
goals but never could
have imagined the
amount of heartbreak
they would experience
along the way.

“Living Life in the
Middle of a Construc-
tion Warzone” by
Courtney Critchfield

Critchfield is a first
time homeowner, turned
blogger who has a heart
for sharing her stories

about what it’s like to live
a life in the midst of a
construction war zone.
Just over a year ago,
Critchfield and her hus-
band Kendall stumbled
upon an opportunity to
buy a house at an auction,
move it 22 miles, and
then completely rebuild it.
Now deemed “The 22 Mile
Home,” Critchfield is
working alongside her
husband day by day to
turn this auctioned house
into their forever dream
home.

“A League of Our
Own” by Raymond
Olais 

Olais, originally from
California, has lived in
Newton since 1980. (Hint:
His wife grew up in New-
ton). Olais considers him-
self an “ART-chaeologist,”
creating art and docu-
menting the history of
Newton’s Mexican- Amer-
ican Community. Ray-
mond has been working
on a historical display cel-
ebrating the 70th an-
niversary of “The Oldest
Mexican-American Men’s
Fast Pitch Tournament in
the Country” held here in
Newton since 1946.

“How I Got on the
Cover of Time” by An-
gela Becker 

Becker married her col-
lege sweetheart,
Cameron, in mid-Decem-
ber of 2016. Days after
their wedding, they
moved from Los Angeles,
Calif., to Newton, Kan., to
be closer to family and
further from traffic. In
November of 2017, Becker
was elected to USD 373
School Board. In less than
11 months, Angela went
from an unknown out-of-
towner to a locally elected
public official. 

“My Life has Gone to
the Dogs” by Ashley
Klein

Klein is an animal lover
born and raised right here

in Newton. Klein (along
with everyone else) was
certain she would pursue
a practical career when
she started college, but
she began a dog walking
business as a "college job"
and missed the memo to
move on to a "real job"
when graduation finally
came to pass. Eight years
and many, many walks
later, Klein is still living a
dog-lover's dream with no
end of slobbery kisses in
sight.

“Through service we
can all make the world
a better place” by Rod
Kreie

Kreie has been a CPA,
bank president and in-
volved in farming. He's
been chamber of com-
merce president, been a
county director of eco-
nomic development and is
currently CEO of Great
Plains Bioscience Group.
He is an active Rotarian
and was district governor
for District 5690 in 2007-
2008. Kreie has worked in
many fields that have an
impact on the community.
And Kreie believes one of
the best ways to make an
impact is through service. 

“Tonight’s Special:
History, tips and hot
coffee” by Helen
Collins

Dressed in her perfect
white uniform, with all
her waitressing training
behind her, Collins
started her job in 1953 as
a waitress at the Harvey
House in Newton, Kan.,
the same year she mar-
ried her sweetheart, Tom,
at the age of 17. Collins
was a Harvey Girl, a job
that became famous after
the movie “Harvey Girls”
came out in 1946, starring
Judy Garland and Angela
Lansbury. Collins worked
at the Newton Harvey
House until it closed on
May 5, 1957. Collins has a
brain, as well as a scrap-
book, packed full of Har-

vey House memories, and
she will share some of
those memories.

“The Zaniness of
Life: How an unknown
donor helped start a
community festival” by
Greg Hanson

Hanson is an newly
“transplanted” resident of
Newton and the manager
of B&B Lumber. Follow-
ing stage four renal fail-
ure, Hanson's life has
been completely reshaped
with new organs, a new
job, and the love of his
life. He and his life-saving
organs are preparing to

start a new community
festival without knowing
the man who helped initi-
ate it.

“The Intersection of
Stories; An Adoption
Journey” by Adam and
Jill Robb

The story of Adam and
Jill began 10 years ago.
Various twists and turns
led them through the
challenges of infertility
and toward the path of
adoption. Now, with Jake
and Gabby, their story be-
gins a new chapter—with
a whole new cast of char-
acters.
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(Published in the Newton Now 
on April , 2018)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
HARVEY COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
STATE OF KANSAS, Plaintiff
vs. Case No. 18CV58
$1,200.00 in US Currency,

Defendant
NOTICE OF PENDING FORFEITURE

Pursuant to K.S.A. 60-4109

To: Kelli Parks
812 S Wind Dr., Valley Center, KS
67147
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that prop-
erty herein described has been seized
for forfeiture and is pending forfeiture
to the Newton Police Department, pur-
suant to the Kansas Standard Asset
Seizure and Forfeiture Act (KSASFA),
K.S.A. 60-4101 et. seq., and amend-
ments thereto. If you have not previ-
ously received a Notice of Seizure for
Forfeiture, this is notice pursuant to
the Act.
The date, place of seizure and descrip-
tion of the property affected by this no-
tice is as follows:
Item #1: $1,200.00 in US Currency
Date of Seizure: July 8, 2016
Place of Seizure: I-135 MM31, New-
ton, KS 67114
The conduct giving rise to forfeiture
and/or the violation of law alleged are
multiple violations of
K.S.A. 21-5705 and K.S.A. 21-5706.
You are hereby notified that the Plain-
tiff’s Attorney has chosen to initially
proceed with this matter administra-
tively, and is making stipulation of ex-
emptions available for the property
seized for forfeiture as described
above.
You may do any of the following:
1. File a verified petition for request for
Stipulation of Exemption, pursuant to
K.S.A. 60-4110, with the Plaintiff’s At-
torney and sending a copy to the seiz-
ing agency contact person; or
2. File a verified claim, pursuant to
K.S.A. 60-4111, with the District Court,
Plaintiff’s Attorney, and the seizing
agency contact person; or
3. Do nothing.
The law also provides for provisional
return of the property under certain
circumstances including the posting of
a surety bond or a court hearing on
whether probable cause existed when
the property was seized.
You may wish to consult with an attor-
ney before deciding what is best for
you. However, if no petition or claim is
filed within thirty (30) days of personal
service, publication or mailing of this
Notice, whichever is earlier, your inter-
est in the property described above
will be forfeited. All such petitions and
claims shall comply with the strict af-
fidavit and informational requirements
for petitions and claims as set out in
K.S.A. 60-4101 et. seq., and amend-
ments thereto (KSASFA). Please be
aware that it is a crime to falsely verify
an ownership interest or other infor-
mation in any request, petition or
claim.
Dated: 20th day of March, 2018
_/s/ Jason R. Lane____________
Jason R. Lane, #23457
Chief Deputy County Attorney
800 N. Main, Newton, KS 67114
(316) 284-6830
jlane@harveycounty.com

(Published in the Newton Now on March 22, 29, and April 5, 2018)

PUBLIC NOTICE

Night of community, engagement on tap at Meridian Center for Newton's Talk20
NEWTON NOW STAFF

NEWS BRIEFS

Plant sale to benefit FFA
Newton FFA will have a plant sale

from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 to 3
p.m. Monday through Friday, April 9
through 13, and from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Saturday, April 14, at the CTE Ag
Greenhouse, 1500 N. Boyd.

All proceeds will go to fund student’s
educational agricultural experience.

The cost is $2 for a six-pack and 50
cents for individuals. For sale will be
petunias, dusty miller, pansy, vinca,
ageratum, marigold, banana pepper, be-
gonia, snapdragon, Free Song cherry
tomato, carnation, cucumbers, beefmas-
ter tomato, jet tomato, California sweet
pepper and jalapenos.

Also available are eight-inch hanging
baskets, $12; 12-inch hanging baskets
for $16; Christmas cactus, $3; snake
plants, $6; geraniums, $2; multiple colors
Jade Plant, $8; aloe vera, $2 to $6; and a
variety of other houseplants.

For information, call 316-284-6280,
ext. 2841.

KDOT hopes to prevent construction
crashes

In 2017, Kansas drivers had 1,779
crashes in a construction or work zone. 

Such a crash happens every five hours. 
During an upcoming event, the Kansas

Department of Transportation wants to
highlight those numbers to get drivers to
be more careful.

KDOT will hold its event from 1 to 4
p.m. Friday, April 13, in the KDOT park-
ing lot at 1220 W Fourth Ave, Hutchin-
son.

“Fortunately, most crashes—about 80
percent—involved only property dam-
age,” Deb Gruver of KDOT said. “But
there were eight fatal crashes that killed
12 people. We can’t stress enough how
important it is to pay attention and slow
down.”

The district will have specialized
trucks and equipment for children and
adults to see up close as well as employ-
ees available to talk to the public about
their jobs. Refreshments will be served,
and KDOT souvenirs, including tote
bags, will be handed out to attendees.

KDOT asks people driving in work
zones to follow traffic control, stay alert
and watch for workers, expect delays,
allow ample space between vehicles and
to change lanes when directed to do so.

Matthew Lind to give senior recital
NORTH NEWTON—Bethel College

student Matthew Lind will give his sen-
ior clarinet recital at 2 p.m. Sunday,
April 8, in the Administration Building
chapel.

Lind, of Newton, is a student of James
Pisano, Bethel College associate profes-
sor of music and director of jazz studies.

Lind will graduate from Bethel in May
with degrees in music and math.

—For Newton Now



The Newton Downtown
Car Show will have a spe-
cial entry this year. It's
going to be nuts.

Peanuts, that is. 
The Planter's Peanut

Mobile will be an unoffi-
cial entry amongst the
300-plus vehicles that
will shine and shimmer
on Newton's Main Street
on Saturday, May 5.

The well-known nut
mascot will be there to
greet people and take pic-
tures on Sixth Street near
Druber’s Donuts. 

The Newton Downtown
Car Show is now appar-
ently a big enough deal to
draw a driving peanut. 

It draws in an esti-
mated 8,000 to 12,000
people annually. They
buy gas in Newton, stay
in Newton and spend
money in Newton. 

The show has come a
long way from its humble
beginnings in 2005.

At the time, the New-
ton High School Class of
1965 operated the Fox
Theater and brought in a
Buddy Holly cover band.
Someone suggested put-
ting on a small car show
on Main Street. 

Newton resident Mike
White was promoting the
concert at the time. 

“I said, ‘Guys, this isn't
ever going to happen,’”
White said. “I said, 'If you
get Main Street, Dave
and I will help you pro-
duce the car show.’”

By Dave, he meant
Dave Baughman, or Car
Show Dave, as some peo-
ple in Newton now know
him.

The two scrambled and
brought in 80 cars.

And ever since, White
and Baughman have been
filling Newton's Main
Street each year with cars
and people.

It's not uncommon for
participants to come from
a dozen or more states.
The car show has grown

to one of the largest out-
door shows in the region. 

“Outside of your indoor
shows and national
shows, we're one of the
larger ones,” White said.
“We get a lot of cars no
one sees elsewhere in the
state.”

This year should be no
different. 

The show will feature
unique cars, food and bev-
erages and other various
events.

New to the show will be
a pin up contest, where
women will dress up in
1940s and 1950s styles
and compete for top hon-
ors. 

“We've had some local
interest,” White said. “I
think there will be some-
where between 12 and 20
people participating.”

There will be valve
cover races, where wheels
are put on vehicle valve
covers and they're raced
down a track like a grown
up Boy Scout pinewood
derby.

Over the years, the
show has grown from a
Saturday-only show into
a weekend event.

Classes schedule their
reunions around the car
show, and many congre-

gate and take their vehi-
cles on Friday night and
drag Main Street just like
people did in days gone
by. 

White said while the
annual drag of Main
Street isn't an organized
event, cars usually group
up in the Newton High
School parking lot around
6 p.m. They then drive
back and forth between
Newton's two Sonics, with
the group growing longer
as others join the line. 

Last year, nearly 200
cars joined the proces-
sion. 

White credited Baugh-
man for doing a large ma-
jority of the work with
the show. He said both of
the men operate a bit like
their own board, bounc-
ing ideas off each other,
throwing things against
the wall and seeing if the
ideas stick. 

He said one day the
two hope to pass the car
show torch onto a group
or other motivated New-
ton residents hoping to
keep the tradition going.
He added anyone inter-
ested in volunteering
should do so and start
learning the ropes.

White said he and

Baughman plan to keep
going as long as their
health holds out and until
they can ensure the car
show continues after
they're done. 

“I think probably when
we walk, we want to see it
go on,” he said. “It's too
good for the community
and too good for the
downtown.”

White pointed out that
the event brings dollars to
Newton. Event goers eat
in Newton, buy gas in
Newton and stay in New-
ton. He said the event
also shows the city in a
good light in local news
publications as well as on
local and national televi-
sion. 

“That's what its all
about, and that's why we
started it was to show
people that Newton was-
n't such a bad place and
that it had something to
offer other than just a
train going through,” he
said.

Those interested in
going can keep up online
and or through Newton
Now for more stories
about the upcoming car
show. For more informa-
tion, visit www.newton-
downtowncarshow.com.
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Living Rooms
by Gayle

blinds & shades, kitchen design, 
energy efficient home solutions, 

bathroom remodels, spatial 
planning, innovative flooring, 

eco-conscious materials, custom 
furniture, textiles, lighting,  

and so much more

WWW.LIVINGROOMSBYGAYLE.COM

(316) 283-0041 | NEWTON, KS
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Downtown car show going to be nuts

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
These are just among the thousands of folks who attended a previous
Newton Downtown Car Show. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
An overhead look of the Newton Downtown Car Show displays the large crowds the event draws. The event is an economic boost for the City of
Newton and brings in between 8,000 and 12,000 people annually.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Thousands and thousands of people gather at the annual Newton Downtown Car Show every year.

Bethel will host first-ever statewide restorative justice conference

NORTH NEWTON—There are
many areas in which Kansans are on
the front lines in building peace and
facilitating justice that benefits en-
tire communities.

But until now, no one event has
brought many of these practitioners
together at the same time and place.
“Restorative Kansas: A Vision for
Justice” is a conference that intends
to do just that, happening April 19
and 20 on the campus of Bethel Col-
lege.

The lead sponsor is the Kansas In-
stitute for Peace and Conflict Reso-
lution (KIPCOR) at Bethel, in
collaboration with the Center for

Conflict Resolution, Kansas City,
Missouri; the Kansas Department of
Corrections, Victim Services,
Topeka; Kansas State University
Department of Communication
Studies; Mennonite Central Com-
mittee-Central States, based in
North Newton; the National Associa-
tion of Community and Restorative
Justice (NACRJ); Offender Victim
Ministries of Newton; and the Salina
Institute for Restorative Justice.

KIPCOR executive director Sheryl
Wilson is also the president of
NACRJ, a professional organization
that mainly serves as a way to get
resources to, and promote network-
ing for, restorative justice practition-
ers in the United States.

Her connections have helped
Restorative Kansas draw in nation-
ally and internationally known
speakers who have agreed to come
“just because they want to help us
[in Kansas],” Wilson said. “They
want to see us succeed, to see
Kansas be on the restorative justice
map.”

Five people will make up the
keynote panel that opens the confer-
ence on April 19.

Edward Valandra is the founder of
and senior research fellow for the
Community for the Advancement of
Native Studies, Mission, South
Dakota, and an adviser to Living
Justice Press, a nonprofit publisher
for restorative justice. 
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NORTH NEWTON—
Bethel College jazz fans
always wait eagerly for
the spring workshop con-
cert featuring a special
guest – and this year it’s
also part of the annual
Wichita Jazz Festival.

The Mid-Kansas Jazz
Ensemble workshop takes
place Thursday, April 5.
The clinician is saxophon-
ist Brad Leali, who ap-
pears in concert that
evening in Krehbiel Audi-
torium in Luyken Fine
Arts Center with the
MKJE and Bethel College
Jazz Ensemble I, an offi-
cial event of the 2018 Wi-
chita Jazz Festival.

The concert begins at
7:30 p.m. It is free and
open to the public, with a
freewill offering taken to
support jazz study and
performance at Bethel.

MKJE is an auditioned
high school honors group
based at Bethel College
and directed by Jim
Pisano, Bethel director of
jazz studies, who also
leads Bethel Jazz I.

MKJE will play
“Recorda Me” by Joe Hen-
derson, arranged by Mark
Taylor; “Softly, As in a
Morning Sunrise” by Sig-
mund Romberg, arranged
by Robert McCurdy; “Pre-
lude to a Kiss” by Duke
Ellington, arranged by
Dave Wolpe; and “Play it
Back” by Lonnie Smith,
arranged by Ben Markley.

Bethel Jazz I’s set list is
“Giant Steps” by John
Coltrane, arranged by
Mark Taylor; “My Shining
Hour” by Harold Arlen,
arranged by James
Pisano; “Three for ‘D’” by
Brad Leali, arranged by
Claus Raible; “I’m Old
Fashioned” by Jerome
Kern, arranged by Drew
Zaremba; and “2 Down &
1 Across” by Kenny Gar-
rett, arranged by Sher-
man Irby.

Personnel for the Mid-
Kansas Jazz Ensemble
are: saxophones, Eli
Regier (alto), Newton

High School, Hannah
Holler (alto), Norwich
High School, Joel Lewis
(tenor), Derby High
School, Blake Crawford
(tenor), Newton, and A.J.
Dugan (baritone), Newton;
trombones, Justin Koege-
boehn, Maize High School,
Sam Bartel, Hesston High
School, Jackson Ellis,
Derby, and Blake Davis,
Maize; trumpets, Stephen
Brubaker, Buhler High
School, Camden Baxter,
Andover Central High
School, Josh Bergman,
Newton, and Adam
Schmidt, Derby; and
rhythm, Talin Goebel,
drums, McPherson High
School, Jimmy Higgins,
drums, Wichita East High
School, Brady Volkmann,
guitar, Bishop Carroll
High School, Wichita,
Douglas Ragon, piano,
Newton, and Peter Por-
caro, bass, Wichita Colle-
giate High School.

Bethel College Jazz En-
semble I personnel are:
saxophones, Neil
Smucker, North Newton,
Zane Richter, McPherson,
Westen Gesell, Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Matt Lind,
Newton, Caleb Abbott, Wi-
chita, and Ben Wiens,
Goessel; trumpets, Evan
Koch, North Newton, Con-
nor Born, North Newton,
Alec Loganbill, Hesston,
and Chloe LaCombe, New-
ton; trombones, Andrew
Thiesen, Newton, Adam
Kroeker, Augusta, Bren-
dan Ostlund, Mount Hope,
and Nate Kroeker (bass),
Augusta; piano, Matt Lind
and Ian Gingrich-Gaylord;
bass, Eli Brockway,
McPherson; guitar, Jayce
Yoder, Topeka; and
drums, Chuck Lenley,
Kansas City, Missouri,
and Micah Miller Wyse,
Hesston.

Brad Leali’s love affair
with the saxophone began

when he was a boy grow-
ing up in Denver, looking
at high school yearbook
photos of his dad playing
sax in the jazz band, and
opening the horn case to
admire the instrument—
the horn his father then
had repaired so he could
sign young Leali up for
the Denver Junior Police
Concert Band.

Raised in the Baptist
church, Leali also spent
countless hours listening
to his parents’ records of
John Coltrane, Cannon-
ball Adderley, Charlie
Parker, James Brown,
Marvin Gaye and Nancy
Wilson. From a young age,
his own playing showed
the influence of gospel,
jazz and R&B.

Another early influence
was the Denver jazz scene,
particularly the legendary
El Chapultapec. 

Owner Jerry Krantz al-
lowed young musicians to
sit in on, listen to and
learn from the profes-
sional musicians, so it was
here Leali encountered
many of his early mentors
and local legends like
Billy Tolles, Billy Wallace,
Homer Brown and Nat
Yarborough. He also
heard and studied with
jazz greats Clark Terry
and Eddie “Cleanhead”
Vincent.

Leali received a bache-
lor of arts degree in music
education from the Uni-
versity of North Texas,
Denton, where he was
part of the world-
renowned One O’Clock
Lab Band. 
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AUCTION
Saturday, April 7 • 9:30 am
415 S. Ash (OLG Hall) Newton, KS

NOTE:  Al & Bessie were lifetime collectors of quality and
the rare, unusual pieces.  Many of the items have informa-
tion attached with descriptions & location of purchase.
There are many great items not listed, check net for pics.
www.auctionspecialists.com

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: Globe-Warwick 2-Stack Book Case;
Pine Kitchen Island/4 Back Fold-out Drawers & Front Sliding Glass
Doors, 26” x 73”; 2 Curved Glass China Cabinets; Curio Cabinet/Glass
Sides, Front & Shelves; 12 Glass Drawer Spice Cabinet; Marble Top
Wash Stand; 40’s Style High Post Bed; 40’s Style Dresser/Large Mirror
& Stool; 3 Piece 40’s Bedroom set; Walnut Lamp Table/Porcelain Cas-
tors; 5 Drawer Chest, Ornate Clock Shelf; Oak  Wardrobe/Shelves &
Glass Front; 1993 American Lamp Jan Grat Design; Oak Shaving Mir-
ror; Crosley Round Top Radio; Oak Display Cabinet/Wood Shelves;
Display Cabinet that Top Opens; Pine Step-Back Cabinet; Oak 36” S
Roll Top Desk; 1854 Ornate Kitchen Clock; 1854 Ansonia Wall Clock;
Early 1900’s Ornate Wall Clock; Stevens Electric Drink Maker; Nesbitts
“Its Frosted” Elec Drink Maker; Meyer Bullet Ice Cream Mixer; Pepsi
Cola & Coke Cola Collectibles; Large Pancho Doll/orig. box; Palmer
Co. Noodle Machine Antique Kitchen Utensils; Character Radio Col-
lection; Match Box Holder Collection; Ant.Coal Miner Wash Basket-
unusual; Several Small Display Cases; “Dining on the Rails” Chimes-
Northern Pacific Railway; Majolica, Depression, Frankoma, Royal
Hager, Heisey, Flow Blue, Fostoria, and more—; Brown & Green Pitch-
ers; Oil Lamps, Table Lamps ; 1941 Foster’s Book of Plans for Lumber
Yard Construction; Frederick Remington Print “A Trapper”; Orig. Paint-
ings on Canvas by Opal Case; Boy Fishing 1938 & Deer by Stream
1939; Small Girl/Bird in Tree LOM; 1928 Andr’es Hoyos; H Moore
Langston-Original; W. Temple-Original; Several Quilts; Other Paintings
& Prints
INDIAN & RELATED: Hopi Indian Pottery; 2 Macaw Small Wooden
Baskets; Carved Wooden Marble; Braided Indian Head Band; Hopi In-
dian Pottery; Braided Small Heart & Basket; Acoma Indian Pottery
signed; Cachita Bowl; Santa Domingo Bowl; Skookum Dolls; Isleta
Basket/Handle; Minnetonka Dolls; Double Weave Indian Piece; Indian
Rug 28 x 44 1/2”; Woven Rug 41 x 88”; Navaho Rug 1920-30 Mabako
Era 40 x 56”some damage; Geometric Design Blanket & Pillow made
during the Navajo Classic Period; Indian Prints & Other Items;

AUCTION SPECIALISTS, LLC
www.auctionspecialists.com

Vern Koch   316.772.6318 Mike Flavin  283-8164

Estate of Al & Bessie Dorsett

Leali joins Bethel jazz groups for concert
in Wichita Jazz Festival lineup

FOR NEWTON NOW

COURTESY PHOTO
Brad Leali, who plays the sax, is the clinician for the Mid-Kansas Jazz
Ensemble workshop, which is on Thursday, April 5.

Visit harveycountynow.com!



Ruth Nebergall's big
brown eyes have seen
many things throughout
her century of life, from
the Great Depression,to
the birth of her four
daughters to the 24-pound
catfish she caught in 1975
at Marion Lake to the
smile on her late husband
Russell's face.

Nebergall, who lived in
Hesston for 73 years, is
quicker to talk about her
late husband than herself,
and she had a secret to
their long marriage.

“Just love who you
marry, I guess,” Nebergall
said on her birthday,
which was Thursday,
March 29, as she sat in a
recliner at ComfortCare
Home in Newton, covered
by a warm blanket as peo-
ple she's known during the
years came and went,
wishing her a happy birth-
day, bringing her flowers,
cards, cinnamon rolls and
other gifts.

A “happy birthday” bal-
loon even was attached to
her chair, as she visited
with a former neighbor
and friends who have
known her a long time.

For 73 years she was
married to Russell, who
was the fire chief in Hes-
ston for 25 years and who
also ran a filling station
there. There's a photo of
him grinning in Neber-
gall's room. Nebergall said
she first laid eyes on Rus-
sell at the filling station,
where her brother used to
throw horseshoes on his
noon lunch break. 

“And that's how they
met, and they eloped,”
said Nebergall's only sur-
viving daughter, Peggy
Regier.

At the time they mar-
ried, Nebergall still was in
high school. It seems their
courtship began around
gas stations, since their
first date was Russell
stopping by Ruth's house
and asking her if she
wanted to take a ride,
which they did—to a fill-
ing station.

Nebergall bragged a few
times about her husband,
saying he was so good
with numbers that his
mother enrolled him in
school at the age of 4. She
also said she had two baby
dolls, and Russell made
several cradles for them.

“You got Daddy inter-
ested in woodworking,”
Regier reminded her.

In addition, Russell and
Nebergall enjoyed fishing,
hence the 24-pound, 36.5-
inch long catfish she
caught at Marion Lake.
She had difficulty reeling
the fish in.

“She thought she was
stuck on the bottom,”
Regier said about the in-
stance.

Russell also used the
fishing boat and took it
out during floods to help
people, like during the
1960s flood in Newton and
various Halstead floods.

Along that vein, she and
Russell started a service to
help folks in Hesston.

“She and my dad helped
start the ambulance serv-
ice there, too,” Regier said,
adding the ambulance
phones rang in their

houses, and they'd fire up
their station wagons for
service.

In addition to doing
that, Nebergall did book-
keeping at her husband's
Hesston filling station
during the later years,
sewed dresses for all of her
daughters and delivered
cookies to soldiers going
through Newton on trains.

Regier put together a
scrapbook chronicling her
mom's life, which was in
Nebergall's room on
Thursday, and it contains
a variety of items through-
out her life, from her birth
certificate, a baby photo,
high school portrait, mar-
riage license and a best
penmanship certificate
she received in school.

Regarding making and
delivering cookies to
troops in Newton, Regier
and Nebergall said the
Methodist Church in New-
ton created and brought
the sweet treats to the
local station during World
War II.

“Pretty often,” Nebergall
said. “I don't know how
many groups of ladies.
Ours was 6 o'clock in the
evening.”

“I don't know how she
remembers all that,”
Regier said about her
mother.

Nebergall also talked
about sewing, as she cre-
ated clothes for her kids
and made quilts. She said
she used to hide her
money in her sewing ma-
chine and talked about
some of the formal dresses
she made for Regier, one
of which was created from
cotton fabric. One dress
was strapless with three
tiers of ruffles, and she
made what Regier called
“Alice Lon can-can”
dresses. Alice Lon was an
entertainer in the 1950s.

“I still have it,” Regier
said about the dress. “I
saved it.”

“I made it just out of cot-
ton material instead of
fancy material,” Nebergall
said.

Regier said her mom
used to make the dresses
using variegated bias
tape, so when she'd sit
down wearing the dress,
all that tape showed in its
rainbow grandeur.

“She just made beautiful
clothes,” Regier said.

Nebergall even had a

sewing accident that drew
blood.

Nebergall said she took
sewing in school, and one
day, some scissors fell on
the floor and she bent
down, and they poked her.
Before class was over, an-
other student told the
teacher Nebergall was
bleeding, so the school
nurse helped clean her up
and get the blood out of
her clothes.

“Oh my, I sewed a lot,”
Nebergall said.

But all that couldn't
have happened without
her birthday. There's some
confusion about what day
her birthday is exactly, al-
though it's either March
29 or 30. Nebergall's mom
always told her her birth-
day was on the 30th, but
then years later when she
got her birth certificate, it
states she was born March
29. Regier said they're not
sure if the nurse maybe
wrote the date down
wrong if she was born in
the middle of the night.
They do know, however,
she was born in Newton.

Famous people who
share Nebergall's March
30 birthday include actor
Warren Beatty, Dutch
painter Vincent van Gogh
and Spanish painter Fran-
cisco Goya. The month
Nebergall was born in-
cluded several landmark
events, like Daylight Sav-
ings Time going into effect
in the United States and
the Bolshevik government
in Russia making peace
with Germany.

Although she's been
around a long time since,
Nebergall seems eager to
leave the earthly plain.
Her hearing is not as good
as it used to be, and her
sight is going. Days get
long. She has a laptop
writing board a grandson
made for her so she can
write messages and wears
earphones through which
she can hear.

“She's ready to see
Russ,” Regier said.

About six weeks out
from the birthday party,
Regier said she told her
mom what they were plan-
ning.

“She said, 'You're put-
ting a lot of pressure on
me to make it,'” Regier
said about her mom.

Among those visiting
Nebergall on Thursday

were longtime friends Joe
and Mary Hershberger, as
well as former neighbor
Kristi Reimer and Lucia
Hernandez, R.N., a case
manager, who gave her
some rolls.

“I'm gonna head out,
Beautiful,” Hernandez
said, hugging Nebergall.
“Don't eat all the cinna-
mon rolls.”

Nebergall shared how
she's stayed around so
long.

“I don't think there is
any secret,” Nebergall
said. “You just have very
special people along in
your life.”

She also didn't think she
had learned anything to
share with others.

“I'm not very smart, so I
don't have anything to
pass on,” she said, to
which her daughter said,
“Oh, you're very smart,
Mother.”

Then she said, “Just
love your husband is the
only thing I know.”

“And your children,”
Regier added with a
laugh.
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JOIN FRIENDS OF NPL
$10 ANNUALLY
$50 LIFETIME
SUPPORT YOUR LIBRARY!

316-283-2890 • WW.NEWTONPLKS.ORG • FACEBOOK • EMAIL:NEWTONKSFRIENDSOFTHELIBRARY@YAHOO.COM

PAINTINGS FROM LOCAL ARTISTS AVAILABLE FOR SALE

April 20, 9 a.m. - 5:45 p.m.
April 21 9 a.m. - Noon

Friends of the Library Presale
April 19, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

PUBLIC SALE DATES

MEMBERS-ONLY DATES

Forever 
Loved 
Memorials

Celebrate your pet’s life by saving another
Using our cremation services will provide resources to care
 for the homeless animals at Caring Hands Humane Society

1400 SE 3rd St   |   Newton, KS  67114   |   316.283.0839

www.CaringHandsHS.org/forever-loved
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Nebergall celebrates a century of love
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Ruth Nebergall, right, talks to longtime friend Mary Herschberger, left, on her 100th birthday. 
Above right: These are some of the photos of Nebergall and family throughout her life.


