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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Blue team coach Cindy Miller, left, points in the direction of the basket while athletes Shawnda Reimschisel, center, and
Nicole Anderson look on during practice on Saturday at Chisholm Middle School in Newton.  Below: Tristan Smith prepares to shoot
during a Saturday practice game at Chisholm Middle School.

City considering Meridian Center take over
The city could eventually take

over operations at the Meridian
Center.

City staff has been crunching
numbers to see if it makes
sense for the City of Newton to
take over operations of the
Meridian Center. City Manager
Bob Myers said currently the
city pays just under $100,000 to
Kemper Sports to manage the

convention center. 
The contract is up for annual

review, and Myers said the city
might be able to run the center
itself, maintain staff and avoid
paying the management fee.

“We're still trying to run
some numbers on that,” he said.

“I think we've discovered we're
going to have to get more infor-
mation from Kemper [Sports]
on costs at the Meridian Center.
I'm wanting to get moving on
that.”

Myers said the city informed
Kemper Sports last year that it

was looking at such an option. 
He explained that, while

Kemper Sports is heavily in-
volved in marketing of Sand
Creek Golf Course, much of the
Meridian Center's marketing is
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City Manager Bob
Myers said he expects an
announcement in the com-
ing month on the future of
ABI Chemicals, located at
the Newton City-County
Airport. 

The city has been wait-
ing for the company to
take off the ground after
building and financing a
facility for it and counting
on rent from the company
to pay debt payments. 

Progress went slower
than planned but began at
the end of 2017, with
Chief Executive Officer

James Havers-Strong
promising that the com-
pany, which makes coat-
ings used in airplane
manufacturing, was about
to turn the corner. 

Myers confirmed since
then that Havers-Strong
stepped down as the CEO
of the company. 

“There's some restruc-
turing going on in the
company,” he said. “If it's
successful, it's pretty ex-
citing. If it's not success-
ful, I think it's in trouble.”

Havers-Strong was the
face of the organization
and helped negotiate the
construction of the facility
with city leadership.

Myers said, for now, he
agreed to respect the com-
pany’s confidentiality but
continued to stay in con-
tact with company leader-
ship.

Newton expects 
announcement
soon with ABI
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� Havers-Strong out as
CEO of company.

On the court
Community Special Olympians headed to state

Any hint of competition
evaporated like a tiny drop of
sweat on an athlete's forehead
during the Harvey County
Special Olympics practice Sat-
urday afternoon at Chisholm
Middle School.

In one gym, basketball play-
ers going to state practiced in-
dividual skills, like free
throws, cheering each other
on.

Blue Team coach Cindy
Miller approached team mem-
ber Shawnda Reimschisel,

who was about to make a free
throw and told her she was a
big reason they won a recent
game. Reimschisel looked at
Miller and smiled before at-
tempting her next shot.

One Blue Team member,
Jackie Smith, 56, was nomi-
nated for the Special
Olympics Hall of Fame, but
they won't know if she makes
it until this summer.

Smith enjoys being an ath-
lete.

“It's OK,” she said. “It's fun.
I like it.”

“You tolerate all of us,” said
a laughing Joey Schmidt, di-
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See OLYMPICS / 8

A half dozen grass fires
burned this weekend, and
the county remained
under “catastrophic” fire
danger for the week.

Dry weather, warming
temperatures, high winds
and low humidity have el-
evated fire dangers to the
worst possible level, New-
ton Fire/EMS Chief Scott
Metzler said.

“At the beginning of the
year, the National
Weather Service created a
new level of fire danger
called catastrophic,” he
said. “We're now in cata-
strophic fire danger phase.
I would anticipate we're in
the catastrophic phase

through out the week.”
He said that under such

conditions any fire is ex-
tremely dangerous. 

“It means weather con-
ditions are such that any
fire on the ground, no
matter how small, will
probably burn out of con-
trol quickly,” he said.

He added that folks
should be careful with any
sort of outside fire and
avoid them if possible. 

“Even if you're barbecu-
ing outside, you have to be
very careful and have
water near by,” he said. 

The dangerous fire con-
ditions in the county were
on display Friday after-
noon as a fire claimed five
outbuildings on a Harvey
County farm Friday after-

Catastrophic fire
danger to continue 
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Aaron Gaeddert, one of the owners and manager of Prairie Harvest in Newton,
stands near some of the 64 solar panels installed at the local business to help
cut down on electricity bills and help cut their carbon footprint.

Late Monday afternoon, as the
sun lowered to the west, Aaron
Gaeddert, one of the Prairie Har-
vest owners, was out on the rooftop
of the downtown Newton business,
looking over the 64 solar panels up
there.

Looking over the rooftops, it
looked like a scene from “Mary Pop-
pins,” when all the chimney sweeps
danced, using their agility to ma-

neuver around.
Gaeddert used his agility to get to

the roof, as a ladder was needed, as
was some careful stepping in the
high-wind conditions.

“They’re up there right now, and
they’re doing their thing,” Gaeddert
said before the climb about the pan-
els as he sat at a table on the busi-
ness’s second floor.

Gaeddert, who owns Prairie Har-
vest along with his parents and
brothers, manages the store. They
purchased the business three and a

Let the sun shine in: Prairie
Harvest installs solar panels
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Students dine with area police
department - Page 3

Native's return helps shape
hometown - Page 4



Youthville residents steal 
Four Youthville Em-

berHope residents were
arrested following a car
chase, after they stole a
car running away from
the Newton facility.

Newton Police Lt. Scott
Powell said a man living
in the 1600 Block of N.
Plum St. noticed someone
driving his vehicle, a
2001 Chevrolet Caviler,
on Sunday, March 4. The
man reported the stolen
vehicle

Law enforcement spot-
ted the vehicle, and a po-
lice chase ensued into
Sedgwick County, where
the vehicle was brought
to a stop using tire defla-
tion devices known as
“stop sticks.”

Powell said four juve-
nile females between the
ages of 13 and 17 were
arrested and taken to a
facility in Shawnee.

The Youthville Ember-
Hope facility at 900 W
Broadway houses girls
from the ages of 12 to 18,
who have chronic run-
away or other high-risk
behaviors.

Retired school personnel
meeting on Friday

Harvey County Associ-
ation of Retired School

Personnel will meet at 9
a.m. Friday, March 9, in
the Cottonwood Room
(across the hall from reg-
ular meeting room) at the
Newton Recreation Cen-
ter.

The program will be on
Silver Haired Deals
(Newton Recreation
Staff).

Scholarship donations
will be accepted.

—For Newton Now

Starting Thursday,
March 8, recipients of the
Women Infant and Chil-
dren health nutrition pro-
gram will be able to use
the benefits via electronic
card.

WIC, a program of the
Kansas Department of
Health and Environment’s
Division of Public Health,
serves 778 people in Har-
vey County and provides
benefits to 53,000 women,
children and infants
throughout the state. WIC
families shop at more than
300 Kansas grocery stores
and spend $49 million an-
nually with WIC food bene-

fits.
Currently, WIC partici-

pants use paper checks to
buy healthy WIC foods.
With the electronic card,
shopping will be easier,
and WIC families will be
able to better track their
monthly food balance. Par-
ticipants also have access
to a new smart phone app
that allows them to scan a
food’s bar code to deter-
mine if it is a WIC eligible
food.

Pregnant, postpartum
and breastfeeding women,
infants, and children up to
age 5 are eligible for the
WIC program, according to
its website. Participants
must make 185 percent or

less of U.S. Poverty guide-
lines, be a state resident
and be determined to have
"nutritional risk" by a
health professional.

Harvey County has ap-
pointment openings for
WIC. For more information
on WIC, please call 316-
283-1637 or 800-414-4244,
or find information online
at www.kansaswic.org. 

WIC is a national pro-
gram of the United States
Department of Agriculture.
WIC has been offering par-
ticipant-centered nutrition
education, healthy food,
breastfeeding support and
serving as a gateway for
preventative health for
over 40 years.
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Job's Daughters HIKE in downtown Newton

Anyone in downtown
Newton around 2:45 p.m.
Saturday heard the
chanting, which is an un-
usual occurrence in the
middle of town.

“We are Job's Daugh-
ters,” they chanted.
“Mighty, mighty daugh-
ters.”

Young ladies walked
near Santa Fe 5/6 Center
and back around to Main
Street, ending up at the
local Masonic Hall, where
about 50 Job's Daughters
throughout the state
were having a Grand
Bethel event.

The Newton Job's
Daughters has about 15
to 20 members, and Job's
Daughters is about the
size of Girl Scout Troop,
said Melinda Kinders,
Grand Guardian.

Nine Bethels, or Job's
Daughters groups, were
represented at the Satur-
day event in Newton,
coming from Kansas City,
the tri-state area, New-
ton, Topeka and
Shawnee.

Job's Daughters
teaches leadership skills
and public speaking, as

well as doing service proj-
ects and donating to phi-
lanthropies.

To be in the organiza-
tion, a young lady needs
to be 10 to 20 years old,
and the organization has
a long tradition and his-
tory.

“Job’s Daughters has a
rich heritage and tradi-
tion,” according to jobs-
daughtersinternational.o
rg. “The group was
founded in 1920 to pro-
vide an opportunity for
young women to work to-
gether, to learn about
themselves and to help

others. Job’s Daughters is
open to girls ages 10 to
20 who have a Masonic
relationship (through ei-
ther a relative or spon-
sorship). We do not follow
any specific religion but
do require that our mem-
bers have a belief in
God.”

For more than 90
years, the organization
has promoted service and
friendship. The founder
was Mrs. Ethel T. Wead
Mick, who lived in
Omaha, Neb.

“The group takes its
name from the Book of

Job, and in particular to
a reference in the 42nd
Chapter that says, ‘And
in all the land were no
women found so fair as
the Daughters of Job,’”
according to the website.

While Job's Daughters
chanted on Saturday,
they did a hike for HIKE,
which is the Hearing Im-
paired Kids Endowment
Fund, raising money for

kids and their families
who might not have a
way to provide for them
financially.

Among the Job's
Daughters dignitaries
there on Saturday were
Justice Merriman, Grand
Bethel Honored Queen;
Danielle Vickers, Miss
Kansas Job's Daughters;
and Eleanor St. Peter of
Newton, Grand Bethel

Junior Princess.
St. Peter joined be-

cause her dad, Jeffrey St.
Peter, is affiliated with
the Masonic Lodge.

She likes being in-
volved in the group.

“Just getting to make
new friends and learning
leadership experiences,”
St. Peter said about what
she likes about Job's
Daughters.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Members of Job's Daughters walk down East Broadway chanting, “We are Job's Daughters. Mighty, mighty
daughters.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Eleanor St. Peter, center, of Newton is one of the young ladies who be-
long to the local Job's Daughters, which is affiliated with the Masonic
Lodge. 

New WIC feature coming to Harvey County
FOR NEWTON NOW

NEWS BRIEFS

Scott Recheck of Harvey
County placed sixth at the
state spelling bee held
March 3 at Fort Hays
State. Ninety-five stu-
dents from across the

state qualified for the
championship event put
on by the Kansas Press
Association. The bee went
for 31 rounds.

The winner, Sukesh

Kamesh, a seventh grader
from Kingman County,
won the bee by correctly
spelling the word car-
boniferous.

—For Newton Now

Harvey County student places at state spelling bee



Yep, Art Linkletter was
right. Kids do say the
darndest things, especially
to police officers.

That was evident
around lunchtime Friday
at Northridge Elementary
School in Newton, when
members of the Newton
Police Department had
lunch with kids.

One of the kids asked
Officer Charles Shanahan
if he could borrow his
taser. Shanahan laughed
and declined in a kind
way.

Other questions in-
cluded Addy Anderson
asking if she could say hi
on the walkie-talkie and
Bryndon Powell wondering
if an officer could go out-
side to recess with them.

Many fist-bumps were
given between officers and
students. In addition to
Shanahan, other officers
there were School Re-
source Officer Jon Adkins,
Sgt. Josh Millspaugh, Cpl.
Levi Minkevitch and Offi-
cer Amanda Roy.

Adkins said Millspaugh
has made it a point to get
with Adkins to meet with
kids once a month.

“We pick different
schools,” Adkins said,
adding he's the SRO to all
elementary schools in
Newton USD 373, includ-
ing Walton and Cooper.
“It's to build relationships
with the kids to allow
them to see the officers in
a different light than when
they're driving by in their
car or pulling their parents
over or going to their
house.”

It allows the children to

see officers in a friendly
light as normal people to
talk to.

Adkins said, as the SRO
on the elementary school
level, his job is not that of
disciplinarian but as a role
model, a mentor.

“My goal is to build posi-
tive relationships in the
community,” he said, sit-
ting at a student table.

Adkins said kids asked if

their badges were real and
how much everything they
have on them weighs.
Turns out, it's more than
30 pounds with all the
gear, boots and what they
carry in their pockets.

“I give credit to Sgt.
Millspaugh for wanting to
do this,” Adkins said,
adding Millspaugh is the
one in charge of the shift.
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BLUESTEM
WELLNESS CENTERS 

Hesston    
North Newton

Join in March to:
� waive your $25 joiner fee
� get 1 month free
� receive a 10 visit day    
 pass card ($50 value)
� enter to win a $25  
 Bluestem Culinary gift card
              
Regular monthly membership fees 
apply. Limit 1 free month per year.
 
Hesston location:
During March get 5 free  
aquatic classes! 
Also, now offering  
pottery classes!
hesstonwellness.com
 
North Newton location:
Now featuring evening hours!
Pool open and equipment 
room staffed Monday- 
Wednesday, 5-7 p.m.
northnewtonwellness.com
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Newton police enjoy lunch with Northridge kids
FORMING POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Northridge Elementary School student Kellen Neal, left, reacts to Newton Police Officer Charles Shanahan
getting out his handcuffs.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Elizabeth Harder, kindergartner, dines on Friday with School Resource
Officer Jon Adkins at Northridge Elementary School.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Preschooler Jackson Flaming, 3, center shows fourth-grader Race
Davis, left, the badge sticker he received from Officer Charles Shana-
han, right. Also pictured is Amanda Foley.

NEWS BRIEFS

Hospital recognizes Wedel for service to
hospital, professional organization

Newton Medical Center recognized
Rod Wedel, biomed technician, for 37
years of employment at NMC and 24
years of participation in the Kansas
Healthcare Engineers Association
(KHEA).

During his 24 years as a member of
KHEA, Wedel has served many roles
within the organization. Members of
KHEA elected Wedel to the board in
2008. In 2011, Wedel was selected as
president, and he currently serves as
treasurer, a role he has held since 2013.

“KHEA has given me the opportunity
to broaden my horizons by learning more
about my job of solving everyday prob-
lems and pushing me out of my comfort
zone,” Wedel said. “It has been a great
way to learn and make new friends
around the state who are always willing
to help solve issues common in all hospi-
tals.”

In his role as the hospital’s biomed
technician, Wedel inspects and repairs
equipment used for patient care and or-
ders parts and supplies for the mainte-
nance department.

“Rod is an essential part of our team at
NMC,” said Shane Meier, director of fa-
cilities at NMC. “He’s the go-to guy for

everyday problems, and his expertise is
only amplified by the support from
KHEA.”

Meier is also a member of KHEA along
with NMC Maintenance Supervisor Jaap
Vanderweg.

Schowalter Villa asking for local art
Schowalter Villa, a Bluestem commu-

nity, is calling for local art to be consid-
ered for display in the retirement
community’s new assisted living addition
set to open in August of this year.

Submissions must be created by a local
artist and/or the art piece must be sym-
bolic of Hesston or south central Kansas. 

Submissions must be made by Sunday,
April 29. No late entries will be accepted.
Visit svilla.org/news-and-stories for
rules, specifications and how to enter.
Please call 620-327-3402 with any ques-
tions.

Messer named future leader
TOPEKA—The Kansas Independent

College Association (KICA) announced
the selection of 20 Kansas college faculty
members who have been identified as the
future leaders of Kansas higher educa-
tion. Bethel College’s Rachel Messer, as-
sistant professor of psychology, was
named to the list.    —For Newton Now

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com



Editor’s note: This arti-
cle is part of a series called
“There’s No Place Life
Home,” which is about
Newton/North Newton na-
tives who have left the area
and returned.

On Aug. 11, 1976, it
took 11 minutes for a
sniper on the 26th floor of
the Wichita Holiday Inn
to claim the lives of three
people and injure eight. 

Those 11 minutes
changed the trajectory of
Newton native Barth
Hague's career and
claimed the life of his
friend.

Both Hague and his
friend worked for the
news media in various ca-
pacities, with Hague
being radio news reporter.
Hague’s friend was em-
ployed by KAKE-TV. 

“I could have been in
the line of fire,” Hague
said. “We had reporters
dispatched down there. I
just thought then and
there, ‘I think I’m des-
tined for something else,’”
Hague said, sitting in his
office in Mirror Inc. in
Newton.

“I think it was a little
too real for me,” he said.
“I didn’t think I had a ca-
reer in doing stuff like
that.” 

After the sniper was
caught, Hague covered his
arraignment.

Hague left journalism
to pursue a career in com-
munications and market-
ing, where he didn’t have
to deal with, as journal-
ists call it, “spot news,”
which is news that hap-
pens without warning and
can be difficult to be
around, like fires, acci-
dents and shootings.

Today, he works as the
Chief Executive Officer of
Mirror Inc. The organiza-
tion is a provider of sub-
stance abuse prevention
and treatment, and the
largest single provider of
drug offender programs in
Kansas.

Long before the sniper
incident, Hague was born
at Bethel Deaconess Hos-
pital in Newton and at-
tended Cooper School in
grades kindergarten
through three.

“Our house was flooded
in the flood of 1965,” he
said, adding his dad al-
ways said they then
moved to the highest
point in town he could
find, which was on the
east side of Newton, a
block from the old Roo-
sevelt Elementary School,
where Hague later when
to school. He also at-
tended Chisholm Junior
High and graduated from
Newton High School in
1974 from the “new high
school.” He spent the first
two years at the “old high
school,” which now is
Santa Fe 5/6 Center.

In high school, Hague’s
first real job was a staff

announcer at KJRG, and
while attending Hesston
College, he worked at the
old KFH radio station, an-
choring the morning
news. His career path was
on a trajectory to broad-
cast journalism.

Hague met his wife,
Betty (Diller), at Hesston
College, and they married
in 1975. They had two
sons, Zach, who teaches
bassoon at Wichita State
University and plays in
area orchestras, and C.J.,
who teaches at the middle
school level in Austin,
Texas.

The young Hague cou-
ple lived in Wichita for a
year.

“I decided I was not
going to be a broadcast
journalist,” Hague said,
adding he wanted to
transfer his Hesston Col-
lege credits to Wichita
State, but they wouldn’t
allow that, so he trans-
ferred to Goshen College
in Indiana.

“I was just going there
for school, and 28 years
went by,” Hague said.

He graduated from
Goshen with a degree in
business.

“We enjoyed Goshen a
lot,” Hague said, although
he indicated the winters
there were dreary, with
cloud coverage through
Easter.

“What people don’t un-
derstand is how hard the
winters there are,” Hague
said. “Betty and I knew
we were displaced
Kansans.”

It seemed Kansas fol-
lowed them to Indiana, as
neighbors were from
Lindsborg.

“We decided we didn’t
want to go through one
more winter there,”
Hague said.

And even though Wi-
chita State seemed to re-
ject Hague’s transfer
hours, they wanted him
years later, as they re-

cruited him for a job as
chief marketing officer.
That was a natural next
step for him, Hague said.

At the time, Hague’s
mom lived in Topeka, and
Betty’s parents were in
Hesston.

“We clearly were mov-
ing home,” Hague said,
adding it was something
they felt would happen at
some point in their lives.

They returned to
Kansas in 2006.

Hague worked at Wi-
chita State for 10 years
before being contacted by
the Mirror Inc. board,
where he’s been president
and chief executive officer
for two years.

Hague said they chose
to live in Newton because
it felt like home and it
was between Hesston and
Wichita. However, he said
it felt a bit odd coming
back to Newton because
he has a history with the
town that got suspended
in 1977. In his absence,
businesses moved and
people changed.

“I wasn’t aware of all
the changes that had hap-
pened,” he said. “It took a
little bit of time to get
reacquainted with New-
ton.”

Some of Hague’s family
history includes his par-
ents meeting for the first
time at Wilson Drugs,
where his mom was a
soda jerk. In addition, his
father was a railroad
clerk, and one of his
grandfathers was a con-
ductor and the other a
train engineer.

Hague remembers
going to the Harvey
House, which was a
restaurant in Newton af-
filiated with the railroad.

“We had at least 30 pas-
senger trains going
through Newton a day, so
the Harvey House was a
hub for people making
connections,” Hague said
as a train drove past his

Mirror window on Mon-
day.

There are some things
Hague would like people
to do in Newton—stop ex-
pressing dislike about the
train and the weather.

“Stop complaining
about the railroad ’cause
it’s been here since 1871,
and it’s part of who we
are,” he said, adding peo-
ple should stop complain-
ing about the weather,
because it could be worse.
He lived in worse in Indi-
ana.

Even with those con-
cerns, Hague is glad he
lives a few blocks from
where he works.

“I enjoy living and
working in Newton,” he
said, adding when he
worked in Wichita, he was
exposed to things there. “I
think it’s great to focus
that attention on Newton
now.”

And focus his attention
on Newton he is doing.
Besides working in New-
ton, he is on the Newton
City Commission and was
mayor last year. When he
and Betty moved back to
Newton, Hague knew he
wanted to be involved in
town. There was a va-
cancy on the commission
at the time, and they in-
vited people to apply.
Hague applied but wasn't
chosen, probably, he said,
because he was gone so
long. However, the mayor
at the time called Hague
and asked him if he was
interested in a volunteer
position.

Over time, Hague's in-
volvements grew, and he
was on the planning com-
mission, historic preserva-
tion commission and the
library board.

“I was still on the li-
brary board when I was
elected to the city com-
mission,” he said.

He’s been on the city
commission since spring
2015, and his term will
run through the end of

2019.
Along life’s path, Hague

and Betty took a year and
lived in Austin, Texas, so
Hague could get a mas-
ter’s degree, which he did
in communications.

While in Indiana, he
had jobs working in mar-
keting and communica-
tions.

Now that the Hagues
are in Newton, there are
things Hague likes here.

“Probably the thing I
like more than anything, I
like the people,” he said.
“I feel like I know them
and understand them.”

He said he likes the his-
toric nature of Newton,
not just the historic build-
ings but the history, par-
ticularly in relation to the

railroad.
“To me, there was just

no greater profession than
working for the railroad,”
Hague said, adding he
wanted to work for the
railroad, but his father
dissuaded him from that.
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Hague enjoys living, working in Newton after Indiana stint

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Barth Hague of Newton, left, talks to Audrey Laughlin, administrative
assistant, on Monday at Mirror Inc., where they both work.

Visit
harveycountynow.com!



This week, the late pas-
tor William "Billy" Gra-
ham Jr., became the
fourth private citizen to
lie in honor at the U.S.
Capitol rotunda in Wash-
ington, D.C.

The public had a
chance to bid farewell to
the pastor, whose body
lay in a simple wooden
casket. 

And that casket, built
in a Louisiana prison, had
the names of three
builders burned into it. 

One such name be-
longed to Richard Liggett,
a Newton resident more
than four decades ago. 

The story of the casket
and its builders was writ-
ten and outlined by Anna
Douglas of the Charlotte
Observer.

The Observer reported
that Liggett grew up in
Newton. In 1971, Liggett
ended up in prison after
pleading guilty to killing
a man and holding five
members of the man's
family hostage in a
botched robbery attempt
with another man,
Dwight Kafka. 

The Charlotte article
outlined Liggett's journey
from the Hutchinson Cor-
rectional Facility to An-
gola Prison in Louisiana.

There, he became a
master woodworker and
built coffins in the
prison's woodworking
shop. 

The article detailed
that Graham practiced

ministry at the Louisiana
State Prison, formally
known as Angola, which
has become America's
largest maximum security
penitentiary. Graham's
charity group gave more
than $200,000 to the
prison.

Graham's son, Franklin
Graham, visited the
prison in 2005 and no-
ticed the prison's work-
shop, where Liggett was
working on a wooden cas-
ket. Franklin liked the
simple nature of the cas-
kets and asked the prison
make caskets for his fa-
ther and mother and burn
the builders’ names in the
wood.

The article details a
conversation with
Liggett's brother, John,

who believes that Liggett
found God in prison, pos-
sibly after one of Billy
Graham's visits.

"My brother," he said in
the article, "was probably
saved by Billy Graham."

Richard Liggett's
health declined, and he

passed away in 2007. His
body was shipped back to
his family in Kansas, in a
coffin he constructed.

For the full story, and
it's definitely worth a
read, visit
http://www.charlotteob-
server.com.

When Betty Vega and
her husband Paul are get-
ting ready to go some-
where, he’ll ask her if he
needs to wear an old
shirt.

“I say, ‘Yeah, I feel
lucky today,’” Vega said.

That’s because they’re
going to maybe a flea
market, estate sale or
garage sale, and he might
need to lift something.

Vega, who’s semi-re-
tired, has Antique Gar-
den Accents, which sells
items at Metcalf Sisters
in Newton and then at
the Harvey County Home
and Garden Show every
year for the past three or
four years.

Vega said the way she
gets her husband to help
with the venture is they
put the money into their
travel fund. He helps col-
lect items and cleans
them up.

“That way, I don’t have
to bug him,” Vega said.

The booth at the local
antique store and selling
items at the Home and
Garden Show has helped
pay for trips to Hawaii,
Italy and Spain.

“This year, we’re hop-
ing to go to France, so we
just tuck that money
away and save it until it’s
time to go,” Vega said.

This year again, Vega
will be one of the vendors,
selling a variety of items
in the show, which will be
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, March 10, and
noon to 5 p.m. Sunday,
March 11, at the National
Guard Armory in New-
ton. Admission is $1. The
theme for the show is
“Native Plants.”

Vega said her big sell-
ers are birdbaths, garden
containers and old farm
items. 

“Some people are real
into wrought-iron things,”
she said. “It’s just been a
fun hobby for my hus-
band and I. We really do
enjoy it. So, I’ve combined
my interest in antiquing
and gardening to do this,
and it’s been fun just
looking for treasures and
then having someone else
enjoy them too.”

Since it’s a home and
garden show, Vega also

plans on having items for
sale for the home, such as
linens, pictures, vintage
tablecloths and other un-
usual finds.

Vega said the way she
got into combining gar-
dening and antiques was
getting acquainted with
gardening first.

“When I semi-retired, I
was able to enroll in the
[Harvey County Exten-
sion Office Master Gar-
dener] class, and that’s
what got me interested in
gardening and garden
things,” she said. “It’s ex-
cellent, because they pro-
vide people from K-State
that will come in and give
lectures.”

The class lasted from
September through De-
cember and met once a
week all day. Part of the
class included testing and
field trips.

“I felt like I was back
in college,” Vega said.
“It’s an excellent course
the Extension Office of-
fers.”

She encouraged anyone
interested in gardening
to take it.

“I blended that interest
with my interest in an-
tiquing,” Vega added.

She’s had a booth at
the Metcalf Sisters loca-
tion through three own-
ers, being one of the first
to have a booth there
when it started.

Vega said that when a
person takes the Master
Gardener class, they’re
also asked to do some vol-
unteer work at the Home
and Garden Show or
other places. While there,
Vega said she saw a
woman with a booth who
was selling live plants
she put in unusual con-
tainers, like teacups.

“I thought, ‘OK, I can
do that,’” Vega said,
adding she has a ten-
dency to go to rustic and
farm items.

Her first year at the
Home and Garden Show,
Vega had a booth, as did
some of her friends, al-
though she thinks she’s
been the one who’s been
constant during the last
few years, except for one
year she didn’t sell.

All year long, she and
her husband go to flea
markets, estate sales and
garage sales, picking up
her inventory.

“I have been able to

find birdbaths, large
planters, concrete figures
for your garden, wrought-
iron fences, anything un-
usual I think somebody
might like to put in their
yard,” Vega said.

Harvey County
Home and Garden

Show
During the show, there

will be a farmer’s market,
door prizes, home and
garden seminars, and a
variety of vendors.

The speaker schedule
is:

Saturday, March 10
9 a.m.—Fruit Tree

Care, Ward Upham,
Kansas State University

10 a.m.—Small Fruit
for the Backyard, Ward
Upham, Kansas State
University

11 a.m.—Arachnopho-
bia: All About Spiders,
Dr. Raymond Cloyd,
Kansas State University

12 p.m.—Lunch, Mi
Mama's Recipes

1 p.m.—Native Insect

Host Plants and How
Gardeners Can Save the
World, Katie Schmidt,
Dyck

Arboretum
2 p.m.—Bug Off: How

to Effectively Deal with
Insect & Mite Pests in
Vegetable Gardens, Dr.
Raymond Cloyd, Kansas
State University

3 p.m.—Pruning Trees
& Shrubs, Charles Bar-
den, Kansas State Uni-
versity

4 p.m.—Growing Blue-
berries in Kansas,
Charles Barden, Kansas
State University

Sunday, March 11
1 p.m.—Where Buffalo

Roam, Larry Crouse,
Horticulture Agent, But-
ler County

2 p.m.—Herbs, Herbs
and more Herbs, Kay
Neff, Neff Family Farms

3 p.m.—Low Mainte-
nance Landscaping, Scott
Davies, Brady Nursery

4 p.m.—Native Plants
for Shade, Katie Schmidt,
Dyck Arboretum
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ACROSS
1. Out of whack
6. Greek H
9. Goodness gracious!
13. Swahili or Zulu
14. "Was ist ____?"
15. *What speakers do
16. Concluded
17. Chain letters
18. "A Doll's House" play-
wright
19. *____ Beach
21. Take advantage of an
opportunity
23. *Spring Break beach
alternative
24. *Resort island in In-
donesia
25. Web robot
28. Tangerine plus grape-
fruit
30. Canine's coat
35. "The Three Faces of
____," pl.
37. Mound
39. Idealized image
40. Polly to Tom Sawyer
41. *South Padre Island,
____
43. Jason's vessel
44. Intangible storage
46. Jamie Fraser's tartan
47. Hurries
48. Heavy lifting injury
50. "In your dreams!"
52. *"Where the Boys
____," movie
53. Perfect houseplant spot
55. Clinton ____ Rodham
57. *Tough to raise?
61. *Like typical Spring
Break traveler
65. *Desired forecast
66. Sylvester to Tweety
68. Show opposition
69. Smoke detector, e.g.
70. Flying saucer acronym
71. Make laugh
72. Same as island

73. School org.
74. Everyone but clergy

DOWN
1. Tucked in
2. Supernatural life force
3. Indiana Jones
4. Cancel an edit, pl.
5. Logic-based puzzle
6. Icelandic epic
7. *Sign of a Spring Break
trip
8. Volcano near Nagano
9. Major European river
10. Knife wound
11. Domain
12. Say you didn't do it
15. *In two pieces
20. *____ life
22. *In high demand dur-
ing Spring Break
24. With two axes
25. *Top destination
26. Immature ovum
27. Pavarotti, e.g.
29. Potato's soup mate
31. Wet nurse
32. Shriver or Sharapova
33. Leaf-eating moth
34. ____ tooth
36. Render speechless
38. Buddies
42. Time on the job
45. Take weapon away
49. Lungful
51. Like medieval Euro-
pean society
54. Reduce pressure
56. Possible allergic reac-
tion
57. Antioxidant-rich berry
58. Misfortunes
59. ____ Madrid
60. Taxi payment
61. Roofed colonnade
62. Red carpet purse
63. What birds do
64. Three pointer
67. Away from the bow

THEME: SPRING BREAK

Vega to sell gardening antiques at local home, garden show
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Betty Vega of Newton stands near some of the items she'll have
for sale at the Harvey County Home and Garden Show this weekend at
the National Guard Armory in Newton. Above Right: Betty Vega will
have a variety of garden items for sale at the local home and garden
show this weekend. 

A former Newton man helped carve Billy Graham's casket
NEWTON NOW STAFF

Call Newton
Now at 316-
281-7899 to
subscribe!
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Child care an issue
that must be solved
Newton has a pressing need for child care, and it's

good to see the city taking the lead in an attempt to
bring about solutions to such a problem. And those who
need services can help solve the issue as well.

We first wrote about the problem in October when
Sunshine Academy closed. As one of the largest li-
censed child care facilities in the county, their exit
made the difficulty of finding child care in Newton even
worse.

Even before the closure, a 2017 Kansas study ranked
existing child care services in the county as serving 38
percent of the county’s need. That's lower than the sur-
rounding counties. McPherson services meet 65 percent
of demand for instance.

We spoke to parents and providers about the diffi-
culty of finding places to take their children and the fi-
nancial costs of child care.

Since then, we've continued to hear anecdotally of the
problems. In the office, we have a staff member who
has to travel to Bentley for child care—that's a diffi-
culty and a hardship.

On a larger scale the shortage makes it difficult to re-
cruit young families into Newton, to hire some of those
families to work at local businesses and to keep more
people in the work force. 

The issues we face are relatively simple.
To put it bluntly, Newton has a large population that

needs child care.
These households have both parents working jobs or

are single parent households. And some of these house-
holds have parents working a job or more than one job,
who do not bring in large amounts of funding.

Organizations like the Harvey County United Way
try to bridge the gap. Last year, they provided $32,500
in aid to help parents in need afford child care. 

Still, the market dictates what child care providers
can charge. The providers can't charge more than what
their customers can afford.

That makes for low bottom lines in the child care in-
dustry, especially when locations have customer bases
that are mostly working class.

Compounding the problem are state regulations on
child care, requiring one trained staff member per three
infants or 12 pre-K children. 

Regulations are good and necessary to keep children
safe. But the need for training and licensing only adds
to the cost and time commitment required of child care
providers. Such training also makes employees eligible
to work other jobs with better pay and benefits than in
child care. 

The low bottom line and staffing difficulties combine
to make for a business that's difficult to get into or
make work. And as a result, while there's definitely a
demand for child care in Newton, supplying that de-
mand has proven difficult.

This is where community cooperation should come in
and play a vital role. City Manager Bob Myers held a
meeting and plans to continue to facilitate discussions
with interested parties to solve the child care problem. 

That solution could mean cooperation between the
public and private sectors to provide space for child
care providers. Such cooperation already exists between
the Newton School District and Newton Community
Child Care.

That solution could mean existing care providers
working to pool resources to cut costs. That solution
could mean bringing in or encouraging a group with a
child care model such as the Wichita YMCA to help pro-
vide child care.

The solution could mean looking for grants and out-
side funding to help make operating a center more sus-
tainable.

We reach those solutions by bringing interested par-
ties together and talking about what could be done.

But the next step takes action.
Myers said the city is working to put together a sur-

vey and distribute it in the community to get a good
idea for the amount of people who need child care in
Newton or are underserved.

Those who are affected by the child care shortage
should keep their eyes out for such a survey and fill it
out. And if you know someone who might need child
care pass such information on. Compiling the survey
will be key for helping bring in a provider or formulat-
ing other solutions.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

If we could see the flames around us
About an hour into the fire, a

sizable congregation of
pickup trucks lined the dirt

road in southeast Harvey County.
Some of the drivers made it onto

the farm; others stood by their
trucks, talking and watching.

Further up, the smoke blocked
the road.

Fires burned in the farm's tree
rows. It claimed a barn already.
The wind stoked the flames with
25-mile-per-hour gusts. North of
the fire was a house. 

The world darkened as the blaze
hit what was either a pile of tires
or some kind of oil. The thick
black smoke shaded the fire and
brush trucks from Newton and
Potwin down below. 

Fire-fighters from the surround-
ing areas all worked to combat the
flames, which jumped the road
from the farm and threatened to
push north. 

One-hundred yards down, a
sheriff's deputy and two young
men kicked and stomped out the
flames that licked up the grass
ditch. One man used his canvas
coat, stirring up a cloud of smoke
with each “womp” “womp”
“womp.”

There are never strangers at a
fire. 

I saw it at the fire Friday after-
noon at 7805 SE 36th St. 

I've seen it during the Midtown
fire, the North Newton fire, and
the Burrton wildfires. I've seen it
at the dozens of structure fires
I've covered.

Nothing melts down formalities,
separations and reservations like
flames. 

Regular days can be spent
avoiding eye contact, giving curt
nods when forced to acknowledge
people. We can insulate ourselves.
We can be a nation of one

But if there's a fire, everyone is
on the same team.

It makes sense. Today we rarely
deal with conflicts with nature. 

Our conflicts are interper-

sonal—someone said something
we didn't like or harmed our frag-
ile ego. That lady at the grocery
store keeps crowding you when
you’re trying to buy some bargain
meat. We're worried that an un-
known person that we will never
see or contact will somehow
threaten our small crumbs from
the proverbial pie. 

There are no buffaloes to track
and kill or wolves to fight. We go
to the store to get our food.
Houses keep us safe from a violent
storm. Starvation, predation and
exposure have become part of his-
tory for us here. 

But a fire, well, a fire doesn't
discriminate. A fire can still kill. A
fire can still destroy. A fire can
humble us and lay bare the false
securities we've constructed
around ourselves.

And removing that sense of se-
curity removes our reservations to
other people. 

No, there are no strangers at a
fire, only just people united by a
common threat. 

Those folks trying to put out the
ditch fire, those neighbors stand-
ing in the farm yard, the fire-
fighters, the law enforcement,
everyone united. 

When passersby stopped at the
Midtown Apartment fire in Octo-
ber of 2015 to move disabled resi-
dents across the street to shelter,
those people were united. 

In 2016, the City of Burrton and
the businesses therein opened up

to the people impacted by the
massive brush fire and to the first
responders fighting the fire in
shift after shift; all such people
were united. 

Such instances always give me
hope for us, but such instances
also fill me with a sort of sorrow. 

Today, we face so many external
threats that should unite us.
Greed doesn't destroy a house like
a fire, but it does deprive some of
homes and property. Hate doesn't
physically burn us, but the results
of the emotion can destroy just as
many as flames do.

Ignorance and apathy aren't
picked up and spread by the wind,
but they move forward and devour
with the same mindless determi-
nation as a blaze does.

These threats are carried by
people, just like a lit cigarette can
be carried on a hot windy day.
One errant flick, and the threats
spread.

In most cases, the person didn't
mean to start the fire. It's a small
facet of their behavior that causes
the problem.

That's the same with greed,
hate, ignorance and apathy. They
are facets of behavior to be cor-
rected. 

Together this week, firefighters
and first responders defeated the
fire. The fire claimed five out-
buildings, but firefighters saved
the house.

United, we as a people have so
much potential to overcome the
challenges and crises we face. But
the fact that it takes such in-
stances as the random fire or dis-
aster to highlight our own
potential shows how often we fall
short. 

My God, what we could do, if
only we could see the flames burn-
ing around us.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at 316-281-7899 or
adam@harveycountynow.com.

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

From self-awareness can come change for the be�er

One time, I told a lady I'm an
introvert. She laughed. I
don't think she believed me. 

It does seem a little implausible
that a person who deals with the
public so much can be an intro-
vert, and yet, I am.

Now, don't get me wrong. I re-
ally enjoy talking to people. I re-
ally do. I like doing interviews,
talking to people about their lives,
their tragedies, their joys. I have
had the fortune to interview a lot
of people, even just working at
Newton Now. I write about six sto-
ries per issue, so you multiply that
by 50 and then by two and a half
years, you have a lot of interviews,
most of which I've done with dif-
ferent people. That's around 750
stories just from working here,
and I have more than 30 years of
journalism experience.

I've had the opportunity to meet
a lot of folks. The oldest person
I've met was 110. This is the type
of interaction I love, talking to
people one on one. I don't, how-
ever, enjoy gatherings where I
have to make small talk with folks
I don't know. Sometimes, I just
blank out. I don't know what to
say. I'm at a loss for words. It
would be different if I was inter-
viewing the person, asking them
questions for a particular reason.

If I'm at a gathering with people
I don't know, I feel weird and out
of place. I have been working on
that, though. I know I can think of
questions to ask people. 

My co-workers know I can last
about an hour at a gathering, and
then I just want to go sit alone
somewhere. Adam said, “Wendy
you're like a cat. You can be with
people for a while and then you go
off by yourself.” Yep, that's me. 

It's taken me years to under-

stand that's just how I am. That's
how God made me. As a matter of
fact, when I was a kid, I was very
shy. I've worked during the
decades on not being shy. I don't
think I really am anymore. It is
possible to change oneself, but I
don't think I'll ever be really com-
fortable in crowds of people I don't
know, unless I have a camera in
my hand.

I was reading on the Web last
night that introverts don't like
crowds. Nope. I do like crowds,
however, if I have a camera. There
are more people to take photos of,
and I don't have to make small
talk.

So, those are a few characteris-
tics of introverts—not liking small
talk or crowds.

In addition, introverts get their
energy from being alone. Sounds
like me. I can spend the whole
weekend at home by myself with
my dog and entertain myself. I can
control if and when I talk to some-
one on the phone or by texting. I
enjoy cooking, cleaning and quilt-
ing on the weekend.

Another thing introverts don't
like is noise. The Web said we
work best when it's quiet, and
we're great at zeroing in on what

we're doing. We are workers.
I know there's a whole bunch of

us out there who are introverts. I
think all my sons are, although
Rodger, the oldest, is the most out-
going. My dad definitely is, but I'm
not so sure about my mom. I don't
want to speak for her—just for my
dad. Ha.

“People who are introverted
tend to be inward turning, or fo-
cused more on internal thoughts,
feelings and moods rather than
seeking out external stimulation,”
verywellmind.com stated. “Intro-
verts tend to be more quiet, re-
served and introspective.”

Now, I don't always believe
everything I read on the Web, un-
less there are sites that repeat the
same things.

Here are the eight common
characteristics of introverts, ac-
cording to that website: being
around lots of people drains your
energy, you enjoy solitude, you
have a small group of close friends,
people describe you as quiet and
may find it difficult to get to know
you, too much stimulation leaves
you feeling distracted and unfo-
cused, you are very self-aware, you
like to learn by watching and you
are drawn to jobs that involve in-
dependence.

These characteristics reminded
me of my one and only venture to
Ikea, the energy vampire of a
store. There was too much stimu-
lation, too many people, too many
patterns, just too much. When I
left, I felt I had the life sucked out
of me. It's no wonder.

Just like every action has an op-
posite and equal reaction, this also
applies to introverts. What might
seem as stumbling blocks actually

Addressing mass shootings 
requires multiple solutions

There is a lot of debate in our country about how
best to protect our children after the Parkland shoot-
ing.

Many have suggested arming teachers, however,
there are many factors not considered in this proposal.
In our schools, we have students with behavioral and
emotional disorders. If one of these students were to
overpower the teacher, that would put the students
and teachers in danger. 

Having armed teachers would also make it more dif-
ficult for police to intervene in an active shooter situa-
tion, because it would be more difficult to tell who is
and isn’t a threat. 

This issue doesn’t have a singular solution, because
it has multiple contributing factors. President Trump,
Congressional Republicans, and Republicans in the
Kansas Legislature have stated that this isn’t about
guns but rather an issue of mental health.

Democrats agree with our Republican neighbors
that mental health is a substantial piece of the issue.
However, this is only one piece.

We need to address shortfalls within the back-
ground check system as well as the failure to ade-
quately follow up on tips given to law enforcement.

If our Republican majority is serious about address-
ing the underlying factors that contribute to mass
shootings, then they need to work with their Demo-
cratic counterparts to provide more counselors, psy-
chologists, and social workers within our schools and
to provide the funding necessary for communities to
address mental health for those that can’t afford men-
tal health services.

Additionally, we need to provide more safety meas-
ures for our schools. This will cost more money; how-
ever, the safety of our children and our communities is
worth the cost.

By seriously addressing these issues we can protect
our children, strengthen our communities, and protect
our Second Amendment rights all at the same time.

Kenneth Hawkins
Halstead

WENDY’S WORDS

WENDY NUGENT

See CHANGE / 7
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This is a new era in our
shared history. Simply put,
the Internet is the best and

worst thing that has ever been in-
vented in human history. Feel like
that is hyperbole? It's not. The
most powerful thing in the world
is sitting in the palm of your
hand, and it can be manipulated
to overthrow governments, kill
someone's character, and track
the movements of everything and
everyone. Not all of that is bad, ei-
ther. 

There has been no era in history
where we’ve been able to dissemi-
nate information more quickly
than today. Internet speeds are
better, more people have access,
and that makes getting news out
to people so much easier. 

Tyrannical dictators have been
overthrown with nothing but pure,
unadulterated information at high
speeds going to lots of people all at
once. I use the same technology to
set up my fantasy football draft.

That power is incredible and
vast, but with that great power
comes great responsibility.
Thanks for reminding us of that,
Uncle Ben. If you don't get that
reference, just Google it. The In-
ternet can tell you anything, and
isn't that the point?

Yes, the Internet can tell you
anything and often times that
anything doesn't have to be accu-
rate, true, or even plausible. 

In an age of “Fake News” and
memes (every time I write
“meme,” I want to kill my Face-
book, move into a bunker, and
never look back) that can be
twisted to say anything, we live
not just in a new era in our shared
history but potentially the most
important one ever. 

Will we choose to be ignorant?
Will we blindly accept facts? Will
we shelter ourselves from differ-
ing opinions? Can we be better
than what we have been over the
last 15-years? 

These are all questions we
should be asking ourselves right
now if we care about the future of
this country and this world. 

This comes to the forefront for
me regularly due to my profession
but more so when I interact with
friends who say/share things that
simply aren't true. 

Recently I had a friend—a col-
lege-educated, well-spoken, and
generally a good person for soci-
ety—tell me that she won't trust
the mainstream media anymore.
Keep in mind: I am her friend...

“That is the same media that
made Hitler ‘Time's Man of the

Year,’” she said. 
That little statement, especially

in Kansas, would probably have
been met with a high five or a
short agreement from a peer, in
my observation. Unfortunately for
her, I let her know that the “Time
Person of the Year” has nothing to
do with agreeing or disagreeing
with anyone but rather is awarded
to the person who affected our
lives the most for the good or bad.
It's just a newsworthiness award,
really. 

Hitler was very newsworthy,
wouldn't you think? 

The information, it seems, was
taken without really thinking by
my friend. She didn't look up what
the “Time Person of the Year” is or
who it is awarded to, but she for-
mulated an opinion about our en-
tire industry through it. She just
vomited something out that was
purely inaccurate to a mass of
people who may respect her. 

That was never too scary when
the town crazy person would
stand on the corner talking con-
spiracies to anyone who would lis-
ten, but it was contained then,
and now you can find yourself val-
idated so quickly on the Internet. 

There was a “Flat Earthers”
conference in Charlotte this year.
Yes, people in 2018 still think the
world is flat, and they organized a
conference to discuss such ideas.
Well, isn't that something that
will throw you into depression in-
stantly? Sorry. I swear there is a
point to all of this, and it isn't just
to be depressing. 

Where do you think these ideas
are coming from? They aren't com-
ing from anywhere but this mass
void of Internet space that anyone
can throw stuff onto for $20 or so. 

I sometimes think we are get-
ting dumber as a society. We are
actively and willingly getting less
educated and less motivated to
seek real answers through debate
and conversation rather retreat-
ing to our own views filtered
through only people and things
we like—largely online.

Regularly I am told by people

that they don't read the newspa-
per (local news site, who cares) as
easily as if I asked them if they
liked mayo or not.

Before you go wondering if this
is just some old man complaining
about how things used to be, real-
ize I am a ripe 31 years old, lived
through the evolution of the In-
ternet, and remember life without
my computer at the same time. 

I may not have all the experi-
ence in the world, but what I do
have is an observational thought
process, and what I observe is
scary, real scary. 

Now, I also understand I am
largely preaching to a choir on
this opinion page. Most people
who take a newspaper not only
care about their community, they
actively want to know what is
going on so they can take action
on what is reported. They know
the difference between news and
opinion. 

Then, some of you just hate
read us, and that is OK, too. Your
money cashes the same as every-
one else's, and I appreciate the
fact that you seek out opinions
you don't always love, as it proba-
bly, at bare minimum, makes you
think. 

This newspaper has been criti-
cized for everything from being
too conservative to being a bas-
tion for socialism. That tells me
we try to keep it balanced on the
opinion page for the most part. 

So, if I am preaching to a choir
of well-balanced reading folks,
what is the point of all of this?

I am asking you to be nice but
confront bad information. The
only way to get people to think is
to get them to understand that
when they share false informa-
tion, they are part of a very large
problem. 

Don't scream at people on Face-
book. That isn't healthy, and I
don't recommend it.

Just do your best to educate
folks—if that be your children,
aunts and uncles, parents, or
whatever. Just ask them to think
about what they said and know
where it came from. Did they vet
the information they just shared
unwittingly?

The only thing to stop a bad
sharer of information is a good
sharer of information. I think I
heard something like that some-
where.

Joey Young is the owner and
publisher of Newton Now. He can

be reached at:
joey@kspublishingventures.com

Internet is the best and worst thing ever Guest Editorial

Weigh in

Farmers don’t deserve still
more setbacks

In my defense, all babies look
somewhat alike—especially
when they are dressed in the

same colors. The blonde ones all
look bald. There’s even science
supporting that charge.

So, the unease over which child
would be going home with me from
the childcare center should simply
be explained as a product of cute-
ness—defined in scientific circles
as “protruding cheeks, a large fore-
head and large eyes below the hor-
izontal midline of the skull.”

I was helping our daughter, who
was called out of town for a meet-
ing. 

Of course it wouldn’t be a prob-
lem picking up baby Brynlee and
her 5-year-old brother, Keaton.
After all, I’ve managed parenthood
and grandparent-hood for years
with hardly any ill-fated incidents.
In fact, the assignment actually
bordered laughable as I parked in
front of the “school,” as my grand-
son, Keaton, often corrects me.

I entered his classroom, where a
computer required a passcode to
check them out. I hadn’t been
there since Keaton’s sister was
born some three months earlier, so
none of the random numbers
swimming through my head ac-
cessed their account…or any other
account. For whatever reason,
though, I vividly recalled my home
phone number from grade school. 

About to begin entering my fa-
vorite Powerball numbers, an ad-
ministrator offered to check them
out for me. Perhaps my blank
stare at the screen brought her
over. Or was it the heavy sigh?

I thanked everyone for watching
Keaton, and he struck out for his
sister’s classroom, quickly disap-
pearing down a long hallway. 

At our house, we play epic hide-
and-seek matches. However, I’ve
learned the secret to finding
Keaton is to say something funny
and wait for him to giggle. Except
this time, he made no sound. In-
stead, he suddenly jumped from
behind a row of lockers, laughing
and grabbing onto my leg.

My heart rate eventually sub-
sided, and we entered his sister’s
classroom, where three little ba-
bies dressed in pink were in vari-
ous poses—one in a baby walker
and the others lying down being
“cute.”

I searched their faces, noting
that each looked hauntingly famil-
iar. Meanwhile, instead of offering
help, Keaton sprinted to the
room’s corner and grabbed a stack
of plastic blocks.

Concern grew to panic as the ba-
bies’ similarities multiplied before
my eyes. At that moment, I consid-
ered what wrath followed when I
presented the wrong baby at
home.

So, I bluffed. There couldn’t be
very many “Brynlees” in her
school, so I asked, “Keaton, will
you help me get Brynlee’s bag and
car seat, so we can get ready to
go?” 

Right then, a woman sitting in a

rocking chair, stood up and carried
over a girl. Little Brynlee looked
up at me and smiled like she rec-
ognized who I was—unlike the guy
hovering over her, whose self-
doubt had nearly reached psy-
chosis.

Days later, while still afraid to
share my story, I found research
proving all babies have similar
qualities. Scientists even found
that certain hormones in women
enhance their abilities to notice
finer details in a baby’s face, un-
like men, who apparently had the
same observation abilities as an
eggplant. I suspected it was espe-
cially true for children dressed in
the same colors and making the
same random noises.

Funded by Google and Intel, the
research led to a published report
that was first presented at a
“Computer Vision and Pattern
Recognition” conference. Comput-
ers also struggled to distinguish
between baby photos, so I deduced
that I may actually be quite intel-
ligent while having no clue who
my granddaughter is in a room full
of babies dressed in pink. 

I’m almost giddy to share my
baby awareness with our daugh-
ter, because I know we’ll all have a
hearty laugh about my near mis-
take. 

Although, scientifically speak-
ing, a tiny part of me doubts if
she’ll need my child delivery serv-
ices anytime soon… 

Ken Knepper, who recalled many
random numbers while staring at

the child check-out screen and
ended up with “Jenny—867-5309”
stuck in his head for the rest of the

evening, can be reached at
Ken.Knepper@gmail.com.

All the cute babies look the same to me
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KEN KNEPPER

Farmers already face plenty of challenges.
As if declining crop prices, market volatility, plant

diseases and weather uncertainty aren’t enough, they
also must worry about the future of an important safety
net.

With the farm economy in sharp decline, producers in
Kansas and beyond don’t need more undue pressure.
They need hope.

The goal should be to increase spending on farm pro-
grams to weather the storm. Instead, the Trump admin-
istration’s proposed budget calls for $47 billion in cuts to
agricultural programs over the next decade, to include a
$26 billion reduction in crop insurance subsidies.

Crop insurance protects against losses or underper-
forming harvests, and can be the difference in whether
farmers and ranchers stay in business.

But critics say the federal program is too generous,
and provides incentives to accomplish less. While every
taxpayer-supported program should be checked for
abuse, it’s senseless to punish hard-working producers
who suffer uncontrollable setbacks.

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, chairman of the Senate Agri-
culture Committee, vowed to battle the proposed cuts in
President Trump’s budget, considered a starting point
for negotiations. Still, the president’s budget presented
a troubling picture of his administration’s intent.

Previous presidents also called for cuts to crop insur-
ance. The fear now is in this president’s budget empow-
ering members of Congress — particularly tea party
politicians who slash spending without regard for the
harmful fallout — to make shortsighted decisions that
undermine the next farm bill and other programs.

Kansas, unfortunately, was badly hurt by such an ap-
proach, one directed by then-Gov. Sam Brownback that
shortchanged many core services in the state.

Our Republican-controlled Congress has much the
same reckless mindset. Add in Trump’s disturbing deci-
sion to pull the U.S. out of the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship and threaten the North American Free Trade
Agreement, and the forecast for farmers becomes even
gloomier.

And to think many Kansans sustaining the greatest
losses wholeheartedly supported Trump at the polls. In
doing so, they voted against their own economic inter-
ests.

A president who should want to ease the pain in rural
America is doing the opposite.

In an already fragile rural economy, producers des-
perately need good news — to include a farm bill that
helps protect U.S. agriculture. 

— The Garden City Telegram

also can be positive char-
acteristics. I believe since
I'm self-aware, at least to
some degree, I'm able to
use that at work, putting
people I'm interviewing at
ease by realizing they
might be nervous when
getting interviewed by the
newspaper. If I'm aware I
get nervous sometimes, it
helps me empathize with
others.

I really do enjoy soli-
tude. It's just the way my
brain is wired. With all of
these characteristics, if
I'm being self-aware, I
also can see how they
might be getting in the
way of being productive at
times, like at social gath-
erings, I can think about
what questions I might
want to ask people ahead
of time instead of staring
at them like future road
kill in the headlights.

I think sometimes when
I'm quiet, people think I
might be mad or with-
drawn. I just work better
when I'm totally focused

and quiet. Also, I'd like to
add I really don't like to
learn by just watching. I
also like to learn by doing.
I'm very visual, and I
know it helps me to actu-
ally do what I'm learning,
if I'm learning to do some-
thing, like make a quilt,
for instance.

As they say, knowledge
is power. I believe I can be
a more efficient human
being if I'm more aware of
the kind of person I am. I
can accept who I am and
then change what I can
with that information.

As the Serenity Prayer
states, “God, grant me the
serenity to accept the
things I cannot change,
courage to change the
things I can and wisdom
to know the difference.”

I'm trying to change
what I can in increments
and know what I'm work-
ing with, which is some-
thing I can't change.

Wendy Nugent is the
features editor at Newton
Now. She can be reached
at wendy@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-
7899.

CHANGE
From Page 6

New generation deserves support 
The opinion column of Feb. 27, "A New Generation

Might Bring Back Civic Engagement," is well thought
out, written and welcome in these times. 

We need to see hope and encouragement. So when
bright young people show courage and determination,
we should cheer them on. Plenty of people go to school
and college athletic events to watch and cheer. We
should cheer longer and louder for the "kids" who call
and work for actions more important than games.

When I was in high school, I walked 20 miles one day
in 1969, from Newton to Wichita, with hundreds of
other students to protest the war in Vietnam. Sadly, I
haven't done much like that since. But I remember the
energy and idealism we felt. And our actions, accumu-
lated with many others, did have some positive effect.

I am proud of those gutsy, out-spoken, determined
young people in Florida—and in Harvey County—who
are calling the bluffs and the tired old excuses of the
NRA and lawmakers. They say gun control won't work.
And the kids are saying, "So let’s do something that
will!"

Thank you, Mr. Strunk, for recognizing and cheering
a brave new generation.

Elbert Swartzendruber
Halstead

Say what?
Make the most of yourself by
fanning the tiny, inner sparks of
possibility into flames of
achievement.

Golda Meir
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rector/coach of Harvey
County Special Olympics.

“Yes,” Jackie said.
Right now, Jackie is

taking part in basketball,
although in the past, she's
competed in swimming,
track and diving. Smith's
been playing basketball
with Special Olympics
since she was 16 in high
school. That's 40 years in
Special Olympics. Some of
her past honors include
taking gold and silver
medals at nationals in
Baton Rouge, La., for
swimming, and getting a
silver for team basketball
and a gold in basketball
skills, such as free throws
and dribbling. Two years
ago, Jackie had the honor
of carrying the torch dur-
ing opening ceremonies at
state.

All three Harvey
County Special Olympics
teams practice every Sat-
urday at Chisholm,
Schmidt said, and all
three are going to state on
March 15 with a police es-
cort. They'll leave the
high school at 2 p.m., go
to 12th Street to Main
Street, and then proceed
to First Street, where
they'll take the round-
about to the interstate.
Schmidt said some stu-
dents from the high
school, Santa Fe 5/6 Cen-
ter and Chisholm Middle
School will cheer them on
along the in-town route.

In addition to partaking
in sports, Smith said she
works in the lunchrooms
at Santa Fe and Newton
High School, washing
dishes, and she and
Schmidt work together.
She's worked in the
lunchroom since high
school, she said.

Another player, Tristan
Smith (no relation to
Jackie), competes in a va-
riety of sports in Special
Olympics, such as basket-
ball, soccer, track, swim-
ming and softball.

“I do everything,” he
said.

The 25-year-old is on
the Harvey County Power
Cats basketball team and
has been involved in Spe-
cial Olympics for about
eight years. His honors
include winning a gold

with his basketball team
in Hays and being chosen
as the Most Inspired
Player at state last year.
Because of that, he gets to
light the caldron at state
this year.

“He's in the upper level,
so they don't get to com-
pete in skills,” Schmidt
said.

Tristan has a few rea-
sons for liking sports.

“Keeps me active and
keeps me around people,”
he said, adding he's also
lost weight. “I've lost 16
pounds doing basketball.
I'm happy, proud of my-
self.”

He likes basketball for
a number of reasons, as
well.

“I like hangin' around
the people,” he said.
“Competing's fun.”

To keep up with athlet-
ics, Tristan and Jackie
both do things on their
own, as well. Tristan
shoots hoops at the New-
ton Recreation Center,
while Jackie said she ex-
ercises every day.

Players have found
places in the coaches'
hearts. That can be seen
in the caring, gentle atti-
tude they use when talk-
ing to athletes, as well as
cheering them on and
telling them they did a
good job.

One example is
Schmidt said Tristan has
become like a member of

her family. Her birthday
is on New Year's Day, and
his is on New Year's Eve,
so they all celebrate to-
gether. In addition, Tris-
tan has cooked her
dinner.

They also get close in
ways other teams do, like
after a day at a tourna-
ment or meet, they eat
somewhere together, and
Schmidt has known some
of the athletes a long
time.

Schmidt enjoys coach-
ing.

“I like being around all
of 'em,” she said. “It's fun
to watch 'em improve. I'm
a big cry baby when they
get medals.”

Schmidt said they're all
close, and they do other
activities together, like
fundraising, since they
have a bake sale every
year at Salem United
Methodist Church.

One of the players,
Justin Miller of the Blue
team, especially feels like
family to Schmidt because
he is family. He's
Schmidt's nephew.

“He's the reason we're
so involved,” Schmidt said
about her family. “Both
my daughters are
coaches, and my husband
is an assistant. Their
names are Caitlin Lyall,
Cori Lyall and Darrell
Schmidt. My sister-in-law
and her husband are also
coaches—Robert and

Cindy Miller—and their
son is Justin Miller.”

Miller was in one gym
at Chisholm, along with
Jackie and others, while
Tristan and others who
appeared to be on the
more advanced basketball
team played a game in
another CMS gym. One of
the players, Sam Felkins,
rested his head on his
mom, Connie Felkins',
leg.

“I'm tapped out,” he
said, smiling.

Basketball team rosters

are:
• Harvey County Blue

team—Coaches Robert
and Cindy Miller and
Caitlin Lyall; and team
members Nicole Ander-
son, Lea Boyd, Abby
Fruechting, Stan Funk,
Summer Hamilton, Justin
Miller, Melody Peterson,
Brandy Pritchett,
Shawnda Reimschisel,
Jackie Smith and Jamie
Welfelt

• Harvey County White
team—Coaches Andrew
Stauffer and Michael

Stauffer; and team mem-
bers Jennifer Dies, Jason
Eaton, Konner Garnett,
Brooke Knaak, Tyler
Koehn, Gene Peterson,
Jessica Peugh, Cathy Se-
bree and Jared Williams

• Harvey County Power
Cats—Coaches Kent
Felkins and Joey
Schmidt; and team mem-
bers Sam Felkins, Elijah
Greene, Marelina Mar-
tinez, Ben McCleary, Tris-
tan Smith, Brian
Stauffer, William Stum-
baugh and Kade Warmer.

OLYMPICS
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Jackie Smith prepares to shoot a basketball during practice on Satur-
day.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Special Olympian Sam Felkins at front rests his head on his mom, Connie Felkins, and said he was tapping
out.

run in house.
“One of the reasons I'm looking into

whether we take over the Meridian Cen-
ter and staff is if it's fairly self sufficient
with their staff and what we need to do to
make it go,” he said. “Maybe if we took
that over in house, we could save that
management fee and use it to perhaps
pay for the golf course.”

Myers said in the past the city has not
put enough money away for capital im-
provements on Sand Creek Golf Course
for improvements such as upgrading the
golf cart fleet or grounds keeping work on
the course. 

He said that the management fee the
city currently pays Kemper Sports could
help with such improvements. 

Myers said the city is still early in the
process of exploring taking over the man-
agement of the convention center.

However, he thought if it would choose
to do so, the city and Kemper Sports
would be able to come to an amicable
agreement since the two organizations
both have a relationship when it comes to
Sand Creek Station.

The move would also put money that
the city was paying to Kemper Sports and
invest it into a venue managed by Kem-
per Sports.

“I hope we can have a win-win,” he said. 
All of this, of course, would likely have

to be approved in a public meeting by the
Newton City Commission if a plan for the
take over comes to fruition.

From a 2017 Newton Now article, the
city built the $3.6 million convention cen-
ter in 2011. 

From 2011 to 2017, the city estimated
that the convention center hosted more
than 1,200 events, with 90,000 visitors to
the venue.

According to Michael Lunsford, execu-
tive director of the Meridian Center, 46
percent of attendees at those events came
from outside the county.

The funding for the Meridian Center
varies. Debt service payments come from
a special taxing district that the Meridian
Center and the Holiday Inn occupy, as
well as the city's hotel bed tax. 

Sales tax helps fund the operating ex-
penses of the center. The city transferred
$75,000 to the operating fund of the
Meridian Center in 2016.

According to a city e-mail, net revenues
were $360,068 in 2016—about $68,000
more than expenditures. 

That game shrank from $193,000 in
2013. 

Myers said that, while convention cen-
ters are an amenity, he thought the city
could get the Meridian Center to be close
to revenue neutral should it take it over. 

“I'm pretty impressed with the staff out
there and the job they're doing,” he said.
“I think it's worth taking a look at.”

MERIDIAN
From Page 1

half years ago and then
bought the building in July
2017. They hope the solar
panels help reduce the busi-
ness’s carbon footprint and
save them some money in
the long run.

Purchasing the building
got them to thinking.

“That’s when we seriously
started considering how we
could reduce some costs and
make our building a little
more environmentally
friendly,” Gaeddert said.

He said with their busi-
ness, which has a sales floor
as well as a small produc-
tion factory, they use a great
deal of electricity with the
heating, air conditioning,
ovens, refrigerators and
lights.

“Solar seemed like the ob-
vious choice,” he said.

After doing some re-
search, an appointment was
arranged with King Solar of
Yoder, which went to the
business and took a tour.

Gaeddert said the only
real estate they had to put
the panels on was the two-
tiered roof. Everything went
live around Dec. 28, 2017.

Since it’s a long-term in-
vestment, Gaeddert said it’ll
take several years before
they start seeing the finan-
cial benefits, since the sys-
tem needs to be paid for.

“We go through a lot of
energy here,” he said,
adding the panels don’t
cover everything, but they
help with offsetting energy
costs. “It’s running, and it’s

having an impact.”
Gaeddert said the least

productive months for solar
energy are December
through February.

Part of the energy is used
in baking a variety of tasty
treats under the Prairy
brand name. Their main
focus of the production
kitchen is Prairy Bites,
which are the peppernuts
and other mini cookies. In
the kitchen, they use the
pass-through oven and
cookie extruder. Other prod-
ucts are sold under the
name Prairy Provisions,
which includes trail mix and
granola.

They’ve upgraded their
kitchen, and more equip-
ment probably means more
energy is used.

“We’ve been adding more
equipment than we’ve been
subtracting,” Gaeddert said,
adding putting in the new
production kitchen was one
of the factors that helped
them make the decision to
implement solar.

Gaeddert said he can
monitor the solar panel sys-
tem online and see how
much energy they’re produc-
ing every day or every
month. He also can see the
CO2 emissions that are
saved if they had used an-
other form of energy.

In the long run, it’ll be
good for the business and
the community, he said.

“Anything that we can do
to reduce our carbon foot-
print, and we’re just trying
to make an effort to be a lit-
tle more sustainable busi-
ness,” he said. “We hope to
be here for the long haul.”

SOLAR
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
In all, there are 64 solar panels on two levels of roofs at Prairie Harvest in
Newton. Note the panels in the foreground and others up higher in the back-
ground.

noon. 
Around 1:35 p.m., Newton

Fire and EMS responded to
a fire at a farm on 7805 SE
36th Street.

A south wind with speeds
of more than 20 miles per
hour quickly spread the fire,
which appeared to have
started south of a house on
the property.

The fire spread into a
barn, destroying that build-
ing. Firefighters worked to

keep the home from catch-
ing on fire.

The fire continued to burn
in tree rows and brush
around the farm and in
other outbuildings on the
property.

The wind pushed the
flames across SE 36th St
and moved northward be-
fore the fire department
brought the spread under
control. Area fire crews, in-
cluding trucks from Potwin
and Whitewater, responded
to help with the fire.

By 2:30 p.m., a group of
area people gathered to

watch the fire. Three resi-
dents helped stamp out
flames edging up the
ditches.

Shortly after, flames
spread into what appeared
to be tires or other petro-
leum-based products, flaring
up and covering the entire
area in dark black smoke.

As of 3 p.m., flames and
flare ups were still visible
on the property.

Metzler said crews did get
the flames out, save the
house on the property and
there were no injures at the
fire.

FIRE
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
A firefighter works a brush fire near
Burrton in March 2016.
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Ruby Funk (Elva Ruby)
passed away in Carrollton,
Texas, on Feb. 27, 2018.
She was born on Aug. 6,
1921, one of 11 children, to
Peter J. Voth and Suzanna
Henrietta Voth of rural
Newton, Kan.

She is survived by her
son, Bruce Funk (Mary), of
Carrollton, Texas; grand-
son, Casey Funk (Laura),
of Frisco, Texas; great-
grandchildren, Connor and
Ryan Funk, of Frisco,
Texas; grandson, Jesse
Funk (Emily), of Lubbock,
Texas; brother, Bert Voth,
of Minneapolis, Kan.; and
numerous nieces and
nephews.

Preceding her in death
were her parents, Peter J.
and Suzanna Voth; hus-
band, Victor J. Funk;

brothers, Orlando Voth,
Leon Voth, Melvin Voth,
Raymond Voth, and Clay-
ton Voth; and sisters,
Amanda Voth, Mrytle
Mohn, Maxine Bolte, and
Lillian Brady.

Family will received
friends March 5 at Miller-
Ott Funeral Home, Goes-
sel. Funeral services were
March 6 at Tabor Mennon-
ite Church, rural Newton,
Kan. Interment at the
Tabor Church cemetery fol-
lowed the service. Friends
and relatives are invited to
join the family for a fellow-
ship meal at the church fol-
lowing interment.
Memorial contributions
may be made to the Tabor
Church Building Fund, in
care of the funeral home.

RUBY FUNK
HAL-

STEAD—
Paula J.
Stein, 77,
died Mon-
day, March
5, 2018, at
Hospice
House,
Hutchinson,
Kan.

She was born May 29,
1940, at Norwich, Kan.,
to Paul J. and Mildred A.
(Boldt) Stucky.

She was a rural Hal-
stead resident since 1995,
formerly residing in New-
ton.

She was a retired ele-
mentary school teacher in
the Wichita and Newton
Schools for 36 years and
was a substitute teacher
following her retirement.

She was a member of
Trinity Heights United
Methodist Church, New-
ton; N.E.A. and Delta
Zeta Sorority.

On April 19, 1985, she
married Kenneth W.
Stein at Trinity Heights
United Methodist
Church, Newton. He sur-
vives.

Other sur-
vivors include
her daughters,
Cinda (Jeff)
Abney,
Hutchinson,
Jamie Rogers,
Gardner, Kan.,
Pamela Stein,
Odenton, Md.;
son, Michael

(Beverly) Stein, Lenexa;
and eight grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by a brother, Den-
nis.

Cremation has taken
place.

A memorial service is
scheduled for 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 10, at Trin-
ity Heights United
Methodist Church, New-
ton, with Pastor Donna
Voteau officiating.

Inurnment will be in
Greenwood Cemetery,
Belmont, at a later date.

Memorials may be
given to Reno County
Hospice or Trinity
Heights Methodist
Church, Bell Choir in
care of Kaufman Funeral
Home, Halstead.

PAULA STEIN
Lorene M.

Koehn, 92,
died on
Thursday,
March 1,
2018, at the
Newton Med-
ical Center.

Lorene was
born on Jan.
16, 1926, in
Chickasaw, Okla., to
Henry and Mary (Koehn)
Sebrant.

As a young person, she
worked as a waitress and
later as a factory worker
for Hehr Manufacturing of
Newton. 

She married Irvin Koehn
on July 26, 1946, in Chick-
asaw, Okla. They were
married for 66 years, until
his passing in 2012.

Lorene was a home-
maker. She loved her pet
dogs—Sammy and
Cricket—doing puzzles,
rooting for the Atlanta
Braves and bird watching
in her yard. She especially
loved and enjoyed her time

with her grand-
children.

She is sur-
vived by her
children, Maxine
Hamm (Clinton)
and Lacy Koehn
(Anita) of New-
ton; sister, Ima
Jean Hall of
Washington;

and six grandchildren and
10 great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Irvin Koehn; parents,
Henry and Mary Sebrant;
five sisters; two brothers;
and one daughter, Marjorie
Hamm.

A funeral service was on
Wednesday, March 7, at
Petersen Funeral Home
Chapel. Burial will be at
Durham Park Cemetery, in
rural Durham.

In lieu of flowers, a me-
morial has been estab-
lished to Caring
Hands-Humane Society of
Newton, 1400 S.E. 3rd St.,
Newton, KS, 67114.

LORENE KOEHN

Lowell
Dean Thiesen
passed away
on Saturday,
March 3,
2018, at his
home in New-
ton.  

He was
born on Aug.
25, 1951, to
Adolf and Gladys (Goosen)
Thiesen in Wichita.

Lowell spent most of his
childhood in rural Marion
County on his family’s
farm. He attended a one-
room schoolhouse for ele-
mentary school, and
graduated from Goessel
High School in 1969, where
he participated in FFA, Hi-
Y, basketball, track and
livestock judging. He mar-
ried Marsha Jantz on Oct.
6, 1973, at Zion Lutheran
Church in Newton. The
couple made their home in
Newton and had two chil-
dren.  

He worked for Jantz and
Woolery as a journeyman
plumber, before starting
Thiesen Plumbing in 1988.
Lowell was a master
plumber, and was well-re-
spected and trusted
throughout Newton and
the surrounding communi-
ties. Lowell was an avid
hunter and was a lifetime
member of Ducks Unlim-
ited. He was past president
of the Kansas Plumbing
Heating Cooling Contrac-
tors Association. Lowell
was active as chairman of
the Trustees at Zion

Lutheran
Church and
served the
church in many
capacities.  

Lowell loved
spending time
with his family,
especially his
four young
grandchildren.

He will long be remem-
bered for his friendly de-
meanor, helpful spirit and
clever, sometimes ornery
sense of humor.  

He is survived by his
wife Marsha of Newton;
son Adam (Emily) of Sugar
Land, Texas; daughter
Adena of Wichita; brother
Robert (Donna) of Newton;
sister Mayleen (E. Lee)
Vinson of Haysville; sister
Joyce Booth of Newton;
and grandchildren Rex and
Cecil Connelly of Wichita,
and Eleanor and Henry
Thiesen of Sugar Land,
Texas.  

He was preceded in
death by his parents.  

Family visitation will be
from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday,
March 8, at Zion Lutheran
Church, 225 S. Poplar,
Newton. Funeral services
will be at 11 a.m. Friday,
March 9, at Zion. Private
family interment will be at
a later date. 

Memorials may be made
to Ducks Unlimited or Zion
Lutheran Church in care of
Petersen Funeral Home,
215 N Main, Newton, KS
67114.

LOWELL THIESEN

Della M.
Buller, 91,
passed away
on Friday,
March 2,
2018, in Lan-
caster, Calif.

Della was
born Dec. 28,
1926, at
home in
Newton to Cliston and
Katherine Black.

She worked for the U.S.
Postal Service and was
proud to be the first fe-
male mail carrier in New-
ton. She married Pete D.
Buller on Feb. 19, 1946.
They had four children
and had been married for
almost 46 years when
Pete passed away in Feb-
ruary 1992. She also was
preceded in death by her
parents, a sister, Ruth
Hamm of Hillsboro, and a
brother, Fred Black of
Wichita.

She is survived by her
children Larry Buller and
his wife Shirley of New-
ton, Gloria Rains and her
husband Ken of Newton,

Chris Buller
and his wife
Fran, and Jane
Rideout and
her husband
Neal of Rosa-
mond, Calif. 

She was a
homemaker
and stay-at-
home mom who

loved her job and took
pride in raising her chil-
dren. She passed along
her knowledge and love
of cooking, especially of
German food.

She loved and enjoyed
spending time with her
grandchildren as well –
her living room walls
were always covered with
pictures of them, through
all stages of their lives.

Grandchildren are
Gary McCloud Jr., Derek
Buller, Kevin Buller,
Kelly McCloud Johnson,
Christopher Buller and
Anthony Rideout. She
was also blessed by many
great-grandchildren and
great-great-grandchil-
dren.

DELLA BULLER

Elma Viola Jackson, 85, was called home
by the Lord on Feb. 26, 2018, in the caring
embrace of her family and the staff of Good
Shepherd Hospice and Asbury Park Green-
house in Newton. Elma Viola

Jackson was born Feb. 9, 1933, in New-
ton, Kan., to proud parents Ora Vergil and
Ethel Mae

(LaGree) Lough. She was a twin to Elva
Leota Esau born Feb. 8. She grew up in a
Christian home and the age of 9, gave her
life to the Lord Jesus and was baptized at the First Bap-
tist Church in Newton.

She graduated from Newton High School in 1951 and
was a member of the National Honor Society.

Elma relied on the Lord for her support and needs in
the years that followed and always remained friends
with Bob. God's grace is always sufficient for every
earthly need. Her life occupations were wife and mother,
nine years as a pharmacy clerk at Wilson Drug Store and
two years at United Methodist Youthville as a house par-
ent. Her avocation was a wedding and all occasion cake
decorator. She was a past member of the "Evening
Crumbs," "Sugar Bells," "Cake Arts Club" (all cake deco-

rator clubs), and the International Cake Ex-
ploration Society.

She had been an active member in the First
Baptist Church and the Salem United
Methodist Church in Newton, Central Com-
munity Church in Wichita, Wanamaker
Woods Nazarene Church in Topeka and
Palmyra Baptist Church of Benton, Kan. 

She was preceded in death by her parents,
Ora and Ethel Lough; sister, Elva Esau; sons,
M. Scott Jackson and Darrell Dean Jackson;

daughter, Nancy E. Wells; grandchild, Jennifer Roach;
and great-grandchild, Christopher Arrowsmith.

She is survived by her children, Carol (Kenneth) Drake
of Towanda, Randy Jackson, Beverly(William) Roach all
of Newton; 12 grandchildren; two step grandchildren; 28
great-grandchildren; six step great-grandchildren; and
two great-great-grandchildren.

A celebration of Elma’s life was March 5 at Salem
United Methodist Church in Newton, with Pastor Nor-
man Tillotson presiding. Private family interment will be
in the Pleasant Hill cemetery near Perth, Kan. 

Memorials are suggested to the Asbury Park “Care
Club” in care of Petersen Funeral Home in Newton.

ELMA VIOLA JACKSON

Mary Lou
(Acker)
Patrick, 64,
died Tuesday,
Feb. 27, 2018,
at her home
in Halstead.

Mary was
born on
March 23,
1953, in Junc-
tion City, Kan., to Leslie
and Violet (Shepherd)
Acker. 

Mary was married on
April 4, 1976, to Glenn Lee
Patrick in Newton, Kan.
He preceded her in death
on Jan. 30, 2013. They
were married for 36 years
prior to his death.

Mary was retired from
the City of Halstead, where
she served as a deputy
clerk. Mary will be remem-
bered as a loving wife, a
dear mother, grandmother,
and friend. We will miss
her quick wit, corny jokes,
hugs, and the encourage-
ment she gave with kind
words, small gifts, or hand-
written letters and notes.
She was a great cook and
hospitable in many ways
for many years. She was a
great example of caring for
and thinking of others be-
fore herself. Her greatest
joy and privilege was being
a mother, and a wonderful
grandmother to many. Her
faith and confidence in our
Creator Jehovah brought
her peace in life to the end,

and the assur-
ance that she
will be resur-
rected to live
again. John
6:40. She will be
happy to be
growing and
showing us her
beautiful flower
garden once

again. “We will miss you
for now Mom, see you for-
ever”

She is survived by three
sons, James Patrick and
Kristi Conley, Jason and
Heidi Patrick, and Jeremy
and Bethany Patrick;
daughter, Sharen; three
brothers, Gaylord and Rita,
Jerald and Carol, and
Jerome and Jackie Acker;
18 grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, and many
friends. 

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Glenn Patrick; brother,
Donald Acker; daughter,
Michelle, nephews, Derald
and Butch; niece, JJ; and
parents, Leslie and Violet
Acker.

A memorial service is
scheduled for Saturday,
March 10, at 3 p.m. at
Newton High School, 900
W 12th, Newton. Dinner
following at same location.
There will not be a public
visitation. A memorial has
been established for the
Congregation of Jehovah’s
Witnesses, Newton.

MARY LOU PATRICK

HESSTON—Raymond
Hiebert was born July 4,
1927, to Albert and Eva
Hiebert. He married Elsie
Dieck on March 14, 1952.
Raymond died on March 5,
2018.

Ray was a loving hus-
band to Elsie of Hesston;
father of three daughters
Janet Kennedy of Overland
Park, Patricia (Doug)
Smythe of Tulsa, Okla.,
and Barbara Hiebert of
Salina; grandfather; great-

grandfather; uncle; carpen-
ter; farmer; college profes-
sor; business entrepreneur;
traveler; and prankster.

Inurnment will be at
10:15 a.m. Saturday,
March 10, at First Men-
nonite Cemetery, rural
Moundridge, followed by
services at 11 a.m. at First
Mennonite Church of
Christian in Moundridge.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

RAYMOND HIEBERT

Newton 
March 5
Arrests:
Carol Townley, 51,

warrant, Elk City, Okla.,
600 Blk Grandview

Ryan Pickett, 33, Wi-
chita, warrant, 500 Blk
Reformatory St

Daniel Moats, 47, Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk
W Elm St. 

David White, 51, New-
ton, violation of protec-
tion order, 1200 Blk N
Manchester St

Criminal calls:
Commercial burglary,

100 Blk W 12th St 
Arson, 400 Blk Third

St, Newton 
Animal/Livestock,

1400 Blk SE Third St.
Newton 

March 4

Arrests:
Felicia Bodney, 34,

driving with suspended
license, 1200 Blk E
Eighth St.

Criminal calls:
Drug violation, mari-

juana, 1600 Blk Cypress
Lane

March 3
Arrests: 
Christina Murphy, 63,

domestic battery, 100
Blk N Body Ave

Kevin Godsey, 35, Wi-
chita, possession of opi-
ate, 1200 Blk E First St 

March 2
Arrests: 
Hector Torres, 26, Wi-

chita, operating a motor
vehicle without a li-
cense, I-135 mile marker
32 

Porscha White, 28, Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk
W Elm St 

Hollee Reynolds, 28,
Peabody, warrant, 100
Blk E Sixth St 

March 1
Arrests:
Lana Young, 55, Wi-

chita, warrant, 200 Blk
E Sixth St

Alex Resser, 18, New-
ton, reckless driving, 100
Blk N Main St

Jose Garcia-Velaquez,
33, Emporia, 200 Blk E
Sixth St

Jason Kirkby, 35,
Marion, warrant, 1700
Blk S Kansas Ave 

Robert Stebbins, 50,
Marion, possession of
stimulant, 1700 Blk S
Kansas 

Feb. 28
Arrests: 
Austin Forgie, 21, Hal-

stead, warrant, 2300 Blk
S Anderson Rd

North Newton 
March 4
Arrest:
Four juveniles of New-

ton driving a stolen car,
I-135 mile marker 11

March 3
Arrest: 
Austin Ressig, 24,

McPherson, possession
of marijuana/DUI I-135
mile marker 39, 

Feb. 26
Arrest:
Alvester Wilson, 27,

Las Vegas, Nev., posses-
sion of marijuana, I-135
mile marker 31

Thursday, March 8
2 p.m.—Newton

Fire/EMS defibrillator
presentation at Grand
Central

6 p.m.—Building
Bridges event at Newton
High School 

Friday, March 9
3:30-7 p.m.—Meatless

Lenten Supper at Our
Lady of Guadalupe

6:30 p.m.—Bethel Stu-
dent Choreography Con-
cert, Krehbiel Auditorium 

Saturday, March 10
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.—Har-

vey County Home and
Garden Show begins

8:30 a.m.—Leprechaun
Run, Dyck Arboretum

1-4 p.m.—Second Satur-
day Acoustic Music Jam at
East Side United

Methodist Church, 1520 E
Broadway

Sunday, March 11
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.—Har-

vey County Home and
Garden Show continues

Monday, March 12
9 a.m.—Board of Har-

vey County Commission-
ers meeting at Harvey
County Courthouse

7 p.m.—Newton School
Board meeting at McKin-
ley Administrative Center 

7 p.m.—North Newton
City Council meeting at
North Newton City Build-
ing 

Tuesday, March 13
7 p.m.—Newton City

Commission meeting at
Newton City Hall



The Free Press
has a position available

for someone to
COLLECT AND 

FORMAT MARION
COUNTY COURT

DOCKET 
INFORMATION.

Compile court, sheriff & 
register of deeds records to
be published in the paper. 
Also complete a transcript
monthly of published &
non-published records.

• Approx. 4-5 hours/week.
• Must be able to stand 

for a couple of hours. 
• Normally collected from 

the courthouse on Friday 
mornings. 

Please contact 
Don Ratzlaff, Editor at

don@hillsborofreepress.com
or call 620-947-5702.

1 Employment 1 Employment 1 Employment 1 Employment 1 Employment 1 Employment

Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!
Your classified ad will appear in all of these papers - Hillsboro
Free Press, Newton Now and The Herington Times...reaching
every Marion County household as well as Newton Now and

Herington Times subscribers.

Call 620-947-5702 or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Line ads: 
$7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 

(minimum of 1x2 
at $25.50)

Job Opening 
to Fill?

Reach potential 
employees right here!

Call Natalie: 620-94-5702
or email natalie@

hillsborofreepress.com

Classified Deadline 
Monday at Noon

Marion County Health Dept.
is accepting applications for

a FULL-TIME
REGISTERED

NURSE
Must be well-organized, 
detail oriented, reliable, 

self-motivated and adept at
working with the public. 
Position involves giving 

immunizations, performing
hearing and vision screening
for Marion County students;
compliance checks on child

care facilities, and 
coordinating Public Health
Emergency Preparedness

plans. Must have a positive
attitude, be able to work 

independently, and handle
stressful situations with 
professionalism. Use of

computers and electronic
health records is required.
Training will be provided.

Apply at the 
Marion County Health Dept,

504 S. Roosevelt, 
Marion KS  66861

620-382-2550, or go online
at www.marioncoks.net.

Open until filled. EOE.

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Full-time Day RN
Accepting applications for a Full-time Registered Nurse, 

12 hour shift,  5am-5pm.  Competitive salary, benefits, and
weekends differential pay.  Can print off an application hospital
website: www.mrcohosp.com or pick up an application at the

hospital’s Admissions Desk.

Send resume and application to: Kiley Askins, RN,CNO,
Morris County Hospital

600 N Washington, Council Grove, KS 66846
or email kaskins@mrcohosp.com.

E.O.E. 

At 
Diversicare of
Council Grove
we are looking for team

members who enjoy 
taking care of  people. 

We have positions
available for 

CNAs 
Check out our new starting
wages and shift differential. 

If  interested apply at
www.dvcr.com 

For questions, call Becky 
Johnson, RN, DON @ 
620-767-5172. We are an

EOE/drug free workplace.

Help Wanted:

FABRICATORS
(CNC operators)

& WELDERS
• 40-50 hour work week

• Competitive pay
• Great Benefits Package

Pick up and complete an application at:

Hillsboro Industries
220 Industrial Road, Hillsboro, KS • 620.947.3127

Applications can be complete online 
@ hillsboroindustries.com

seeks a

SEASONAL
WAREHOUSE

DRIVER
in Hillsboro, KS

to operate pickup or tandem axle
straight truck with capacity under
23 tons to transport chemical ma-
terials to and from destinations
within a 250-mile radius. Local
travel only, no overnights.

JOB REQUIREMENTS:
• Six months verifiable previous 
driving experience;

• Must be 21 years of age;
• Current driver’s license: 
Class A or B CDL license with 
air brakes, tanker and HAZMAT 
endorsements;

• Favorable DOT physical required;
• Negative-result drug test.

Apply at landolakesinc.jobs
For info call 620-947-5780 

or stop by 120 Industrial Rd.
Hillsboro

Auto SSales && SService
109 East D, Hillsboro

WANTED

Service Tech 
& Detail Tech 

Contact
Doug Wright

620-947-3280

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN) and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)have
purchased some of the following classifieds. Determining the value of the service or
product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-
vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals,
directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order
selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstances should you send
money in advance or give the client your checking account, license ID, or credit card
numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and
note that if a credit repair company does business only over the phone it is illegal to
request any money before delivering its services. All funds are based in US dollars.
Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.

Dental 
Receptionist

Temporary Full-Time
Position

Dental Insurance 
Experience Required

~
Apply at 

229 N. Main
Newton, KS

Dr. Pamela R. 
McCullough D.D.S.

Driver 
Locomotive Service Inc. – Herington, KS

Locomotive fueling: Class–A CDL with Haz-mat
and tanker endorsement req’d. Home daily,

competitive wages, paid vacation, 
paid holidays, health benefits. 

Please apply online at: 
www.locomotiveservice.com 

or leave a mssg at (303)362-3348

2 Bedroom Senior
Apartment

Call 620-947-2272

• Must be 55 years old 
or older

* NO Maintenance fees
* Utilities Included

Please contact Human Resources at 
785-366-7213 or cweis@agritrails.com 

for details about how to submit 
an application.

J&R Custom Applicators, 
an agricultural company in central Kansas, is seeking the right
candidates to fill a Tender Truck Driver position in Hope, KS.

Qualified candidates must have a good driving record, and 
have a Class CDL or the desire to obtain one.  

We offer competitive wages, an excellent benefits package 
and flexible work environment.  

Local construction 
company seeks mature, 

career-minded individual
as office manager. 

Requires detail oriented,
self starter with 10 key
adding machine and
computer experience.

Duties include accounts
payable, accounts 
receivable, payroll, 

benefits management,
typing and filing. Health

and Life insurance, 
401k and vacation 

benefits. Salary commen-
surate with experience

and abilities. 
Please send resume with
contact information to 

PO Box 225, 
Newton, KS 67114

New Job Opportunities
Donahue Manufacturing is taking applications for:

• Welders 
• Painters

We offer a truly competitive benefits package 
and opportunity for advancement.

Please contact: Donahue Manufacturing
1-800-457-7406

Durham, KS

Salem Home currently 
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash
PH: 620-947-2272

Or obtain an application at:
Salemhomeks.org

E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

PT Evening shift C.N.A.

FT / PT Night shift C.N.A.

Herington Recreation Commision has a current opening for

RECREATION DIRECTOR
Responsible for planning, organizing, directing, and 
managing the day to day operations of the Herington 

Recreation Commission. Must poses exceptional 
communication skills. Recreation/sports management 

degree preferred but not required, and must have 
experience in the field. Salary will depend on qualifications.  

Please send cover letter and resume to:  
Herington Recreation Commission  2 south A, Herington, Kansas 67449.  

Deadline March 16, 2018 5:00p.m.

1 Employment
Valley United Methodist Church, Marion,
KS is seeking a part time Administrative-
Assistant. The position requires 12 hours
a week: Monday – Thursday. Hourly wages
$7.25- $7.75 depending on skills. Submit
resume to: marionvalleyumc@gmail.com.
9-2tc

2 Announcements

Community Info
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3 For Sale

Firewood
Firewood For Sale! $80 a pickup load, will
deliver. Call Rick at 620-798-7028. 6-8tc

4 For Rent

Storage 
Enclosed Units available at Canada Storage
1/2 mile south of Marion Reservoir Hillsboro
Cove. Contact by phone/text 620 382 2931
Warren & Donna Kreutziger. 10-1tc

Wright’s 
Storage

$25
Move-in Rebate

109 East D St.
Hillsboro
947-2690

877-0898 (cell)

Apartments/Homes
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

In Newton three bedroom, 2 baths, kitchen
appliances, partial finished basement.
Newly decorated. No Pets, no smoking.
Rent $775, Deposit $750. 316-284-3890.
10-3tp

Nice 2 bedroom North Newton Home 316-
284-4202. 10-2tc

2 BR Townhouse Hesston 316-284-4202.
10-2tc

• Lowest priced Satellite in town
• 24 hour emergency 

maintenance and management
services

• Located across from the 
Hospital

• Small pets welcome
• Income guidelines apply

Apply Mon-Th • 10 am-3 pm  

Clean, spacious 1 bdrm
apartments with a quiet 
patio entrance to your 

1 level apartment.

GOLDEN AGE
HOMES

has immediate openings for:

201 E. Helen St.
Herington

785-258-2510

Booth Space Available
Booth 4 rent @ TC's What Not in Marion
KS. Celebrating our 10th year with over
5,000 sq ft. Open daily 10-6 eclectic mix of
antique, crafts and new items. Call TC
620-382-4448. 10-1tc

4 For Rent

4 For Rent

Hillsboro: 3 bedroom, 2 bath remodeled
ranch with 2010 master suite addition.
2,344 sqft. Appliances included. Half-acre
lot, fenced backyard and large deck. Single
attached garage, 24x16 workshop, 30x24
shed. Close to schools and Main. $140,000.
Photos: get104.com. Call 620- 10-1tc877-
7086.

5 Real Estate

Land for Sale

Apartments/Homes

Financial
Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS or
State in back taxes?  Our firm works to re-
duce the tax bill or zero it out completely
FAST. Call now 866-758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call 785
655 9430 or go online to Chuckhenry.com
for pricing, availability & Freight esti-
mates.

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions ac-
cepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-
268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or As-
bestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your
family may be entitled to a substantial fi-
nancial award. We can help you get cash
quick! Call 24/7: 855-510-4274

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-
gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA ap-
proved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind pay-
ing your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan
Modification? Is the bank threatening fore-
closure? CALL Homeowner’s Relief Line
now for Help!  855-401-4513

Updating your bathroom does not have to
be expensive or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call 855-324-
2317 today for a free in home consultation.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-1682 (Mon-Fri
8am-9pm CT)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net.  High-Speed.  Available Anywhere!
Speeds to 25 mbps. Starting at $49.99/mo.
Call for Limited Time Price!  877-578-8005
(Mon-Fri 8am-8pm CT)

SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLE-
MENT!  FREE QUOTES from top
providers.  Excellent coverage.  Call for a
no obligation quote to see how much you
can save!  855-587-1299

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW  JULY 8-9 SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-3
TOPEKA KANSAS EXPOCENTER (19TH &
TOPEKA BLVD) INFO: (563) 927-8176
www.rkshows.com

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support after-
wards. Choose adoptive family of your
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL
& IN) (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes. Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-
283-0205 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. No
contract or commitment. We buy your ex-
isting contract up to $500! 1-800-919-3588
(MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-
800-712-9365 (MCN)

Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV. Bundle &
Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS Genie HD-
DVR. $50/month for 2 Years (with AT&T
Wireless.) Call for Other Great Offers! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card when
you sign up today - Limited time Only.
CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Stop paying too much for cable,and get
DISH today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn
more about our special offers! (MCN)

DISH NETWORK. TV for Less, Not Less
TV! FREE DVR. FREE Install (up to 6
rooms.) $49.99/mo. PLUS Hi-Speed Inter-
net - $14.95/mo (where vailable.) Call 1-
855-434-0020 (MCN)

Lower that Cell Phone Bill. Get 2 lines of
unlimited data for $100/mo. with Auto-
Pay—taxes & fees included. Video Stream-
ing & Mobile Hotspot included. Limited
offer/Restrictions Apply. Call Today and
Save. 855-549-9399 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED!! Make $1000 A Week Mail-
ing Brochures From Home! No Experience
Required. Helping home workers since
2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start Immedi-
ately! www.WorkingOpp.com (MCN)



Newton Medical Center
expands home health

services 
Newton Medical Center

will now offer pediatric
home health services
through its home health
agency, Newton Home
Health.

The new pediatric serv-
ices will provide medical
assistance to children after
an illness, injury or sur-
gery who don’t require con-
tinuous care by a nurse.
Home health nurses help
bridge the gap between
hospital care and home
care by educating and
training caregivers and/or
providing skilled nursing
services. As part of its pe-
diatric services, Newton
Home Health also provides
speech, occupational and
physical therapy.

University Women
to meet on Saturday

American Association of
University Women
(AAUW) has been advanc-
ing equity for women and
girls since 1881.

The Newton Area
AAUW Affiliate will meet
from 10 a.m. Saturday,
March 10, KIPCOR, 2515
College Ave., North New-
ton.

The program is "Cele-
brating International

Women's Day." Guest pan-
elists are Angela Becker,
USD 373 school board
member, and Megan Ker-
shner, director of career
counseling at Bethel Col-
lege. International
Women's Day is observed
on March 8 every year.
The theme for 2018 is
"Press for Progress," which
calls attention to the gen-
der pay gap. The World
Economic Forum's Global
Gender Gap Report says
that gender parity may be
more than 200 years away. 

AAUW research indi-
cates that the gender pay
gap won't close until 2119
at the current rate of
change. AAUW is doing
something about it. AAUW
continues to advocate for
strong pay equity legisla-
tion, regulation, and en-
forcement to protect
employees and assist em-
ployers. AAUW also edu-
cates the public about this
persistent problem and its
effect on working families. 

The meeting is free and
open to the public.

March Monday jazz at
Mojo’s

Bethel College jazz
groups will play at Mojo’s
Coffee Bar on the Bethel
campus on Monday,
March 12, beginning at 7
p.m.

Jazz Ensemble II, Jazz
Combo I (fresh from their

performance last month
at KMEA) and Jazz
Combo II will all be part
of the joint concert.

Jazz Ensemble II will
play “Banquet Scene” by
Duke Ellington, “Days of
Wine and Roses” by
Henry Mancini, “Blues for
Clyde” by Sammy Nestico
and “Easy Money” by
Benny Carter.

Joel Boettger directs
Jazz Ensemble II (as well
as Jazz Combo II).

“I chose these songs be-
cause I thought we could
play some harder material
than last year,” he said.

Senior Abby Phillips, a
member of the Jazz En-
semble II trumpet section,
said she’s looking forward
to playing in “a very infor-
mal [setting],” and
Boettger added, “I like the
Mojo’s venue. It’s good to
play for people who are
having a good time.”

Jazz Ensemble II per-
sonnel are saxophones—
Jacob Anderson, Newton
(alto), Jacob Callison, Wi-
chita (alto), Ryan Fritz,
Salina (tenor), and Aaron
Long, Wichita (bass);
trombones—Seth Larson,
Wichita, and Brad Shores;
trumpets—Chloe La-
Combe, Newton, Abby
Phillips, Maple Hill, and
Adrian Rogers; piano—
Kano Yanagidaira,
Nagano, Japan; bass—
Angus Siemens, Newton;
drums—Shawn Bon-

trager, North Newton,
and Bruce Rosario, Pol-
locksville, North Carolina.

Jazz Combo I personnel
are Neil Smucker, North
Newton, alto saxophone
and flute; Westen Gesell,
Winnipeg, Manitoba,
tenor and soprano saxo-
phone; Evan Koch, North
Newton, trumpet and
flugelhorn; Ian Gingrich-
Gaylord, piano; Eli Brock-
way, bass; Jayce Yoder,
Topeka, guitar; and
Chuck Lenley, Kansas
City, Missouri, drums.

Jazz Combo II person-
nel are Zane Richter,
McPherson, alto saxo-
phone; Matt Lind, New-
ton, tenor saxophone;
Caleb Abbott, Wichita,
tenor saxophone; Matt
Graber, piano; Thor Bon-
ner, bass; and Micah
Miller Wyse, Hesston,
drums.—For Newton Now

As the clock ticks down
in Ravenscroft gym for a
final time this season, it
isn’t the countdown to
Topeka the Railers
wanted.

The night was supposed
to end in a celebration as
the Newton girls basket-
ball team punched yet an-
other ticket to state.
However, too many men-
tal mistakes, turnovers,
and a ball that seemed to
refuse to go in the hoop
after quality shots, Salina
Central took an insur-
mountable lead into the
late moments. 

The clock had instead
become a countdown to
the end for the deep sen-
ior class of Taylor
Antonowich, Savannah
Simmons, Aubrie Nichols,
Kyndal Bacon, Jada Berry
and Taylor Brewer. And
though their time to-
gether as Railers was
down to an un-winnable
formality, the girls were
determined to get every
last second out of their
high school careers, de-
spite a 54-37 loss to the
Mustangs.

“I just wanted to finish
out the season playing
basketball with my team,”
Nichols said. “And I feel
like we did that.”

“Yeah, we honestly did,”
Berry said. “When times
got rough, we were there
to pick each other up. I
mean, it was hard. Noth-
ing was falling. But we
still kept battling. And
that is the thing about
this team is we always
keep battling. No matter
what situation we are in,
we just keep battling.
That is what makes us
Newton girls varsity bas-
ketball.”

Antonowich can’t wait
to talk about her class-
mates and how big their
contributions are to the
team.

Nichols can knock down
a jump shot from any-
where and comes up in
the crunch time after
time.

Brewer’s defensive pres-
sure causes havoc for
point guards across the
state.

Antonowich will be run-
ning down the court try-
ing to find her defensive
responsibility and looks
back to see Brewer hold-
ing the ball carrier on the
opposite free throw line as
the 10 seconds tick away.

Berry is a well-rounded
player who can play de-
fense, put it on the floor
and drive to the rim or sit
back and bomb three-
pointers.

The only basketball
player in the state faster
than Simmons is her
teammate Kalli Anderson.
Simmons’s athleticism al-
lows her to not only beat
her defender and drive to
the rim but to jump over
the tallest opposing de-
fender to finish.

Bacon is soft spoken,
but she is a leader on the
team and can make drib-
bling through traffic look
easy. Her steal and fast-
break lay-up to give the
Railers a win over Bishop
Carroll in the Newton In-
vitational became the un-
forgettable moment of the
season.

When Antonowich gets
done talking up her team-
mates, she assumes the
conversation is over. As
far as she is concerned,
everything that needed to
be said was said. The
other five aren’t going to
let her off the hook.

“What about you, Tay-
lor?” they scream in uni-
son.

They say Antonowich is
their rock. She holds them
together. They describe
her as the Energizer
Bunny who just keeps on
coming forward. And she
is a defender ball han-
dlers want nothing to do
with.

“They come to practice
every day and they play
hard,” head coach Randy
Jordan said about his sen-
iors. “I wanted this bad
for them. But sometimes
things just don’t work out.
They are going to go on
and become successful
young women wherever
they go. I hate to see it
end this way, but they
had a great season, and
they have a lot to be
proud of.”

Talking about the unbe-
lievable excitement and
emotion of the win over
Carroll helps to lighten
their moods. The loss was
hard. There were a lot of
emotions in the locker
room for a long time be-
fore they were ready to
come out to be consoled by
their families and their
friends. 

But talking about each
other is really what starts
to put the smiles on their
faces in the tough time.
And it isn’t just talking
about each other as sen-
iors. They are talking
about the entire team.

They don’t see it as a
team of the six of them
with underclassmen act-
ing to fill small gaps to
serve their success. The
season wasn’t all about
their senior year. It was
simply about the Railers.
They were all working
hard for each other and
the comfort in knowing

everyone gave everything
is why they are so close
and why they are able to
smile after such a diffi-
cult loss.

“It is not just seniors,”
Berry said. “It is every-
body that contributes a
lot to the team. So I just
think we were trying to
do everything we could:
sophomores, juniors, sen-
iors.”

“I definitely think our
friendships have really
kept the team going if
there was a hard time,”
Bacon said. “I think that
we all work together re-
ally well and that trans-
lates to the court. It is
something that is helpful
to the team.”

The sense of team
unity is something that
was there when this
group got to the program,
and it is one they hope
they will pass on to the
next classes of Railers.

“Since freshman year,

we came up here, and we
had great seniors to look
up to like [Louisiana
Tech guard] Taylor
Stahly,” Bacon said.
“Gradually [being a
Railer] has just meant
more and more to us, and
our senior year I think
was really big. You could
see the growth in our
play, and I think it is
something I will never
forget.”
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To the final buzzer
Newton seniors relish the final moments of their high school careers

BY MIKE MENDEZ
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

MIKE MENDEZ/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
Above: The Newton High girls bas-
ketball team gathers for one last
huddle after losing in the sub-state
championship game 54-37 to
Salina Central on March 3 in New-
ton.
Right: Newton senior Kyndal
Bacon sets up the offense in the
sub-state championship game on
March 3 in Newton.

SCHOOL, YOUTH BRIEFS
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Article 9. “A-1” Agricultural Zoning District
Section 9.01 Purpose and Intent 
Section 9.02 Exempt Land Uses 
Section 9.03 Permitted Land Uses
Section 9.04 Land Uses Permitted by Condition
Section 9.05 Height, Yard, and Sanitary Setback Regulations 
Section 9.06 Appearance Requirements for Non-Farm Uses 
Section 9.07 Parking and Loading Requirements
Section 9.08 Special Regulations

Section 9.01 PURPOSE AND INTENT.
This district is intended to protect rural character and promote production agricul-
ture and animal husbandry and other related natural resources pursuits and to insure
the retention of prime farmlands. The district also provides limited support services
for the rural population and for the development of related micro-enterprise opportu-
nities as home occupations. The district is intended to implement the Agricultural,
Open Space and Rural Preservation goals and policies in the Harvey County Com-
prehensive Plan in the Rural Preservation Area, Rural Transition Area, and Urban
Fringe Area as defined in said comprehensive plan.
Section 9.02 EXEMPT LAND USES.
1. Any building or structure, including a residence other than a mobile home, used in
support of a bona-fide agricultural pursuit, except that all such buildings or struc-
tures shall comply with the building setback and floodplain provisions of this Unified
Development Code.
2. All forms of production agriculture, horticulture, and animal husbandry, vinicul-
ture, silviculture, bee keeping; commercial gardening; confined animal feeding oper-
ations for cattle, hogs, or poultry; the raising of greyhound dogs as racing stock; the
sale of crop seed from a farm premise; and the sale of farm produce raised on the
premises.
3. Reserved.
Section 9.03 PERMITTED LAND USES.
1. Dwelling units, but not mobile homes, for members of the extended farm family or
farm employees located on the same contiguous farming unit as the principal farm
residence or any quarter/quarter of a section under the same ownership. Single-fam-
ily units shall be site assembled or manufactured homes, subject to the provisions of
Article 16, Supplementary Use Regulations.
2. A single-family dwelling unit for each quarter-quarter section exclusive of farm
residences or farm accessory residences.
3. Uses or structures accessory to a principal use, subject to the provisions of Article
6, Accessory Uses.
4. Agricultural receiving, storage and processing facilities; feed, grain, and seed
sales; fuels and fertilizers, provided that all bulk operations, including elevators, de-
hydrators, bulk fuels and fertilizers shall be located 1,000 feet or more from the near-
est off-site residence or school.
5. Welding shops.
6. Church or place of worship and customary accessory residential use.
7. Group homes occupied by not more than ten (10) persons, eight (8) or less of
who have a disability and no more than two (2) adult supervisors subject to the re-
quirements of KSA 12-736.
8. Infant, disabled, and elder day care.
9. Commercial tree stock preserves, orchards, and botanical gardens with sales facil-
ities
10. Game breeding and hunting preserves.
11. Home occupations, subject to the provisions of Article 6, Accessory Use Regula-
tions.
12. Elderly Cottage Housing Opportunity (ECHO) dwelling units for care of family
elderly or disabled.
13. Commercial nurseries and greenhouses.
14. Public parks, trails, and recreation facilities.
15. Schools, private or public.
16. Riding schools or horse boarding facilities.
17. Stands for the sale of agricultural products or commodities raised on the prem-
ises.
18. Buildings and facilities used by Harvey County, townships, municipalities, the
State and Federal Governments.
19. Veterinary clinic, large and small animal, provided that such buildings be located
not less than 500 feet from any lot in a residence district.
20. Wildlife refuges, fish farms, and fish hatcheries.
21. Public and private cemeteries.
22. Public utility and facilities.
23. Sale of tack and equestrian supplies
24. Kennels (five or more animals) for breeding, boarding and/or sale, subject to the
provisions of Article 16, Supplementary Use Regulations.
25. One time burial of concrete or asphalt rubble from road construction or other
demolition projects provided no other building materials (steel other than reinforce-
ment steel that cannot be separated, sheetrock, wood, carpet, etc.) are buried or
dumped on the site. Such rubble, except asphalt, may also be used for erosion con-
trol purposes with permission of the affected landowner along drainage courses that
do not have a designated. The burial of rumble, other than erosion control, shall be
covered with a sufficient depth of soil capable of supporting vegetative top growth.
Asphalt rubble cannot be buried in floodplains, streams, or in areas of exposed
groundwater.
26. The extraction of raw materials such as rock, sand, gravel, top soil, etc. subject
to the following:
a. Said use shall be allowed one time only on any property unless a conditional use
permit is obtained.
b. Said use shall only be allowed for the duration of a specific construction project.
In addition, the site from which raw material is extracted and any affected public
right of way must be restored to a condition satisfactory to the owner of the prop-
erty, the Harvey County Planning and Zoning Department, and the governmental unit
responsible for the right of way within 45 to 60 days following completion of the ex-
traction operations.
c. No such use shall be allowed with a 100-year floodplain as designated on the
Flood Insurance Rate Maps for Harvey County, unless appropriate permits are ob-
tained fro the Kansas Board of Agriculture, Division of Water Resources.
d. Extraction sites shall be at least 500 feet from an existing residence or business
unless written permission to be closer is obtained from the occupant of said resi-
dence or business.
27. Asphalt or concrete plant or construction area, temporary. A temporary batching
plant for asphalt or cement concrete or temporary building or yard for construction
materials and/or equipment shall be permitted in any non-residential zoning districts.
a. The site where the plant is located and any affected public right-of-way must be
restored to a condition satisfactory to the owner of the property and the Zoning Ad-
ministrator. The Zoning Administrator shall inspect the site prior to the use and after
the use is removed to ensure the site is restored to a satisfactory condition.
b. No such use shall be allowed in a 100-year floodplain, designated flood hazard
area, designated floodway, or established flood pool or breach area of a watershed
flood control structure.
c. Plant sites shall be at least 1,000 feet from an existing residence or business un-
less written permission to be closer is obtained from the occupant of said residence
or business.
d. The applicant shall demonstrate that adequate measures will be taken to prevent
odor, noise, lights, drainage, and traffic from becoming objectionable to nearby pro-
prieties
e. Plant yard areas and work roads shall be sprayed regularly with dust treatment
chemicals
f. The plant shall obtain a permit from the Kansas Department of Health and
Environment and comply with state air pollution regulations.
g. No washing or cleaning of trucks or truck beds shall be allowed on site unless a
wastewater containment system is used.
h. No waste, production materials, discarded equipment or other such items shall be
buried on the site.
28. Wind generators for personal on-site use on parcels 5 acres in size or larger pro-
vided they are 100 feet or less in height. Setbacks from property lines are to be the
height of the generator plus fifty feet.
29. Uses, which in the opinion of the Zoning Administrator are similar in nature to
the above listed uses.
Section 9.04 LAND USES PERMITTED BY CONDITION.
The following uses shall require a “conditional use permit” in addition to the A-1,
Agriculture zoning designation. The issuance of a conditional use permit is discre-
tionary on the part of the Harvey County Regional Planning Commission and Board
of County Commissioners and shall require a finding that the use will not have an
adverse impact on the public health, safety, convenience, or property values. Consid-
eration shall also be given to adverse impacts on the natural environment and the
process of production agriculture. The Harvey County Regional Planning Commis-
sion and the Board of County Commissioners shall also base their decisions on a
finding that the use is appropriate for a rural setting as opposed to an urban environ-
ment.
1. Airports, landing strips or landing fields; crop spraying operation, subject to the
provisions of Article 16, Supplementary Use Regulations.
2. Bed and breakfast, subject to the provisions of Article 16, Supplementary Use
Regulations.
3. Campground or retreat, RV park, or travel camper park, subject to the provisions
of Article 16, Supplementary Use Regulations.
4. Hunting lodges.
5. Club or lodge, private, social, political and fraternal; community meeting facilities.
6. Communication towers, greater than 100 feet, subject to the provisions of Article
16, Supplementary Use Regulations.
7. Construction demolition landfill, subject to the provisions of Article 16, Supple-
mentary Use Regulations.
8. Construction offices, equipment yards and machinery storage.
9. Correctional facility, public or private.
10. Extraction of raw materials such as rock, sand, gravel, top soil, etc. on a continu-
ing or intermittent commercial basis, subject to the provisions of Article 16, Supple-
mentary Use Regulations.
11. Fairgrounds.
12. Reserved.
13. Temporary open air (no permanent structures) flea markets and used goods
sales.
14. Golf course, including accessory clubhouse.
15. Gun club, shooting range, skeet and sporting clay range.
16. Livestock sales/auction facilities, subject to the provisions of Article 16, Supple-
mentary Use Regulations.
17. Buildings, pumping and compression stations, sub-stations, electrical generation
facilities and similar facilities used by public utilities.
18. Storage and sales facilities for compressed natural gas (heating fuel)
19. Race tracks, including horse, dog, and automobile.
20. Grain alcohol production.
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Article 9. “A-1” Agricultural Zoning District (cont...)

21. Salvage facility, scrap storage yard, dump, junkyard or auto wrecking yards, sub-
ject to the provisions of Article 16, Supplementary Use Regulations.
22. Commercial saw mills.
23. Sanitary landfill or waste processing facility (including sewer plant).
24. Farm wineries or breweries.
25. The sale of used vehicles (including, but not limited to, cars, trucks, trailers, mo-
torcycles, turf equipment, and farm equipment provided the sales facility is on the
same parcel of property as the operator’s residence.

Section 9.08 APPEARANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR NON-FARM USES.
All new non-farm uses established after the effective date of this Unified Develop-
ment Code shall comply with the following requirements.
1. All scrap materials, scrap machinery, inoperative appliances, debris, or other simi-
lar accumulated materials must be stored in a defined area behind a screening fence
or within a fully enclosed building. At a minimum, the screening fence must be con-
structed of solid wood, vinyl, metal, or masonry, and must be at least six (6) feet in
height. All fencing must be reviewed and approved by the Zoning Administrator.
2. All outdoor lighting serving commercial uses shall be directionally shaded or di-
rected away from property used for a residential purpose.
3. The repair, restoration, assembly or disassembly or storage on any inoperable
motor vehicle shall not be permitted unless it is in a fully enclosed building. Inopera-
tive shall mean a vehicle that is disassembled or wrecked in part or whole and is un-
able to move under its own power.
Section 9.09 PARKING AND ROAD REGULATIONS.
1. All parking and/or paved or graveled spaces must be separated from a public
right-of-way by a minimum of twelve (12) feet green area, either seeded or land-
scaped unless exempted by the Planning Commission.
2. There shall be no parking areas within any right-of-way.
3. There shall be no parking within a 250 feet radius of the intersection of the center-
lines of any two public right-of-ways or at the crossing of railroad and a public right-
of-way.
4. There shall be no access from any public right-of-way to any parking or loading
area or principle structure within a 250 feet radius of the intersection of the center-
lines of any two public right-of- ways.
5. Parking shall be provided in accordance with space requirements identified in Arti-
cle 19, Parking and Loading Requirements.
Section 9.10 SPECIAL REGULATIONS.
A. SITE PLAN REQUIRED. All uses listed under “Land Uses Permitted by Condition”,
shall require a site plan as set forth in Article 4, unless waived by the Planning Com-
mission.
B. ON-SITE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS. If applicable, all uses shall provide an
on-site sewer treatment system that complies with the requirements of the Harvey
County Sanitary Code.
1. All waste stabilization ponds shall be a minimum of one hundred (100) feet from a
property line and not less than one hundred (100) feet from the residence it serves
and no less than 250 feet from any other residential structure. In addition, they shall
be at least 100 feet from a body of water (stream, pond, etc.)
2. Septic tank absorption fields shall be a minimum of one hundred (100) feet from a
property line and not less than twenty five (25) feet from the residence it serves. In
addition, they shall be at least 100 feet from a body of water (stream, pond, etc.)
3. Water wells shall be a minimum of twenty five (25) feet from a property line and
not less than one hundred (100) feet from a sewage disposal system.
C. LEGALLY ESTABLISHED LOTS OF RECORD. The Zoning Administrator is hereby
empowered to issue building permits to new construction on lots of record created
before the effective date of this Unified Development Code. All permits shall adhere
to the original lot size and yard requirements.
D. DISPOSAL OF GARBAGE. There shall be no spreading, accumulation or disposal
of garbage, rubbish or offal, other than regular removal thereof within three hundred
(300) feet of residentially zoned land.
E. HANDICAPPED ACCESS. All non-farm structures erected after the final adoption
of this resolution that are classified as “open to and accommodating the public” shall
comply with all applicable standards required for disability parking and access. All
such structures shall provide at least one accessible, unisex toilet facility, except for
those facilities having no workforce (such as storage) unless posted as “no public

Section 9.07 HEIGHT, YARD AND  SANITARY SETBA CK  REGU LATIONS. 

Maximum Building Height 
35 feet for dwelling units, all structures must meet F.A.A. Regulations with a finding of 
no adverse effect to aeronautical navigation. 

Minimum Front Yard  
State or Federal Highway 200 feet from centerline 

County road 150 feet from centerline 

Township/other public road 80 feet from centerline 

A new accessory structure may be constructed as close to the road right-of-way as 
any existing principle structure when located within 
100 feet of said existing structure. 

Minimum Side Yard 
Principal 

Residential Accessory 
Agricultural Accessory 

 

 
75 feet or not less than 40 feet if waiver is obtained from adjacent property owner 
25 feet 
0 feet 

Minimum Rear Yard 
Principal 
Residential Accessory 
Agricultural Accessory 

 

 
75 feet 
25 feet 
0 feet 

Minimum Lot Frontage 
 

State of Federal Highway 

 
 
200 feet 

County Road 

 
 
150 feet 

Township Road 

 
 
80 feet 

Individual Septic Tank Absorption 
Field 

Septic tank waste absorption fields shall be a minimum of 100 feet from a propety 
line and not less than 25 feet from the residence it serves.  In addition, the lateral 
field must be at least 100 feet from a body of water (stream, pond, etc.) 

Waste Stabilization Pond 

Waste stabilization ponds shall be a minimum of 100 feet form a property line or
not less than 50 feet with a waiver from the adjacent property owner; and not les
than 100 feet from the residence it serves, and shall be no less than 25
any other residential structure. In addition, the lateral field must be at least
from a body of water (stream, pond, etc.) 

 

Private Water We lls 
Water wells shall be a minimum of 25 feet from a property line; 25 feet from a 
house; and not less than 100 feet from a sewage disposal system. 

E-edition available to subscribers at
www.HarveyCountyNow.com

Bluegills, bass
and channel cats
to be stocked at
Camp Hawk

With the Camp Hawk dam repaired and the pond fill-
ing ever so slowly with water, the Harvey County Parks
Department asked to begin stocking the pond again. 

The department made the request to the Board of
Harvey County Commissioners during the commission's
weekly meeting. 

The request is part of a larger bid request to stock fish
in Camp Hawk's pond as well as East and West Lakes.

The county approved the bid request, which would
stock bluegill in Camp Hawk, as well as large-mouth
bass and 190 pounds of channel catfish when the water
levels increase.

The county will stock more than 3,000
pounds of channel catfish in East Park
and more than 2,000 pounds of catfish
into West Park.

Stocking dates will be April 13, May
25, and June 29, tentatively.

The county will now receive bids from
fish stocking companies for the project. 

In other news, County Appraiser Craig
Clough gave an update on changes in

property value over the last year. 
Letters were mailed out to property owners in the

county this last week.
“Property owners have 30 days from the mail date to

appeal the valuation,” Clough said, adding that those
interested in protesting or with questions could call 283-
8347.

Overall, property values in the county increased by
two percent for the year, with residential values in-
creasing by more than two percent, commercial values
holding even and agricultural land values increasing by
five percent, on average. 

Agricultural values are based on “use” and not market
value. The values are calculated by a complex formula
that uses eight-year crop production averages. The 2018
values use information compiled from 2008 to 2016, for
instance. 

Marion, McPherson, and Reno County all saw seven-
percent increases on agricultural values, while Sedg-
wick County saw an eight-percent increase.

On the subject of taxes, county sales tax totals con-
tinue to lag past years' totals. County-wide sales tax
was down 9.49 percent in February, compared to 2017. 

“If you compare us to previous years, we're really sim-
ilar to where we were at in 2014 and 2016,” County Ad-
ministrator Anthony Swartzendruber said. “I'm not
overly alarmed at this point in time, but it's something
we need to continually watch.”

For the year, sales tax collections are down about five
percent compared to last year. 

And, finally, the commission accepted a $28,118 bid
for a three-quarter ton pickup for the solid waste de-
partment from Kranz Family Chrysler Dodge Jeep and
Ram. The bid, discussed in last week's Newton Now ar-
ticle, followed a few weeks of back and forth between
the county and the dealership to make sure the bid met
specifications.

Etc.
Anyone looking for a paint stripping machine or snow

plow? The county is auctioning selling various obsolete
pieces of heavy equipment, including two snow plows,
two trailers, a paint stripping machine, and eight
smooth tires.

The tires were purchased in the past but were never
picked up by their out-of-state buyer. 

If anyone is interested in buying county equipment,
they can find them on sale at Purple Wave online auc-
tions. More information about the equipment will be
available in a legal notification published by the county
in Newton Now.

The county signed a noxious weeds agreement with
the State of Kansas to spray state right of ways in the
county for noxious weeds. The county will charge the
state $36 an hour for labor and $36 an hour for equip-
ment usage. The agreement is part of an annual
process.

The county will look to purchase three utility vehicles,
two for the parks department and one for the solid
waste department. 

The parks department requested that the utility vehi-
cles be able to haul up to six people so crews can take
out on vehicle to work a job. The department also re-
quested gauges on the vehicles as well as a speedome-
ter.

The commission requested the necessity of a
speedometer, and Kass Miller of the Parks Department
said they wanted a speedometer to make sure they're
not driving too fast in any of the county parks. 

“We're just going out to bid, folks,” Commissioner
Chip Westfall said, adding that if the vehicles are too
expensive or don't meet the county's needs, they don't
have to award a bid. 

The county put out a request for bids to put fish into
the county's three parks. The county will stock Camp
Hawk this year after repairs to the Camp Hawk dam.

The county put out a request for bids for a compact
wheel loader for the county road and bridge department.
The county requires the loader to be a 2017 or newer
model, have a minimum of 50 horse power, heat and air
conditioning and a loading bucket with a capacity of at
least 0.8 cubic yards. 

The commission held three executive sessions, one to
discuss litigation and two to discuss personnel matters.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Westfall

New Talk 20 date announced for April 6
Newton Now rescheduled its Talk 20 event for 7 p.m.,

Friday, April 6, at the Meridian Center, 1420 E Broad-
way.

The event will feature 10 different speakers from Har-
vey County, using photos to illustrate a wide variety of
short stories that shine light on the community we live
in.

Speakers include Doug Schroeder, Ashley Klein, An-
gela Becker, Robert Palmer, Jason Miller and Melanie
Krehbiel, Raymond Olais, John McCabe-Juhnke, Helen
Collins, Adam and Jill Robb and Courtney Critchfield.

“Everybody in Harvey County has a story to tell,” or-
ganizer Shannin Rettig of Newton Now said. “This is
just a way to get to know people in the community.”

The event was set for Feb. 22 before being postponed
due to winter weather. 

—Newton Now staff



Wind has been wreak-
ing havoc in Newton,
dropping tree limbs,
downing power lines and
tearing off one area busi-
ness sign in dramatic
fashion.

Erick Lujano, a loan of-
ficer at Heartland Credit
Union, 2201 S. Kansas, re-
ported that around 9:15
a.m. on March 6, the wind
ripped off a large section
of the bank’s sign.

“It flew right over a per-
son who was coming in,”
he said. “It flew right over
her van and barely missed
it. She came in and said,
‘Hey, guys, I think your
sign’s trying to get away
from you.’”

Gusts with speeds of
more than 40 miles per
hour continue to pummel
the area and are expected
to continue through Tues-
day. The wind should die
down to a gentle 31-mile-
per-hour breeze on
Wednesday, according to
weather reports, before
dropping to speeds below
20 miles per hour on
Thursday.

Harvey County Dis-
patch reported a handful
of downed power lines in

the county caused by the
wind. There were no grass
fires within Harvey
County as of 1:30 p.m.
March 6, despite fire dan-
ger levels being listed as
“catastrophic” by local fire
and EMS.

Downed limbs in yards
were also visible while
driving around the city.

Newton High School
senior Gabby Gallegos en-
joys the Newton Career
and Technical Education
class she's part of, where
students run their own
business, called MARKIT,
taught by Lisa George.

“It's very interactive—a
lot of hands-on counting
inventory, making T-
shirts, taking orders,”
Gallegos said.

She learned a few
things along the way, as
well.

“I've learned to make T-
shirts,” Gallegos said.
“How to run and operate
our business.”

In the marketing path-
way at NHS, they have
the small business, which
is run by five students,
George said. Things by do
are T-shirt printing, laser
engraving (some years)
and embroidery work.

Students run the busi-
ness and do the market-
ing. In addition, they set
up at football and basket-
ball games, and busi-
nesses in town have used
their services, as some of
their clients are outside of
the district. They make
Railer T-shirts and have
done name tags, license
plates and awards for
businesses.

The marketing path-
way will be one of several
represented at the 6 to 8
p.m. Thursday, March 8,
Building Bridges event at
Newton High School.
Those attending the
breakout marketing ses-
sion will get something to

take home.
“If they come to my ses-

sion, they get a T-shirt,”
George said.

As of Thursday,
Melinda Rangel, assistant
principal, and Career and
Technical Education di-
rector, said 67 businesses
were attending as were
65 parents and students.

The Building Bridges
event has one purpose.

“Developing community
partnerships that help
students understand ca-
reer stills and career op-
portunities in our
community,” a flier stated
about the event's purpose.

At 6 p.m., there will be
networking and appetiz-
ers, and at 6:30 p.m.,
there will be an opening
in the NHS auditorium
with a student/mentor
panel with five students
and the person they shad-
owed this year, with
Tucky Allen moderating.

For the networking por-
tion, Rangel said, culi-
nary arts students will
prepare food, and the
opening portion will in-
clude students, as well.

“Our goal is for the
folks in the auditorium to
have the student and the
business perspective of
one-day career shadows,”
Rangel said, adding some
businesses are apprehen-
sive about having a stu-
dent shadow all day.

The panel will talk
about what that looks
like, and Rangel hopes to
get more businesses to
say they will allow shad-
owing. Rangel said she
wants to throw a bigger
net.

“I'm hopeful people will
reach out and say, ‘Yep,

send me some kids,’ and
we can find ways to part-
ner with people in the
community,” Rangel said.

Also, as part of the
event, students who have
received industry recogni-
tion will be honored. This
includes students who re-
ceived recognition as
CNAs, food handlers or
Microsoft Office special-
ists or received a
WorkKeys National Ca-
reer Readiness Certifi-
cate.

At 7 p.m., they'll move
into CTE pathways,
Rangel said. Those at-
tending will choose a
breakout session group
aligning with their ca-
reer. This includes all at-
tendees, and pathways
represented include agri-
culture science, business
finance, construction,

marketing and welding.
“The more people we

can have in the conversa-
tion, the stronger the con-
versation will be,” Rangel
said.

Each session will be
different, and CTE in-
structors will show atten-
dees what they do in
class, like using a 3D
printer or a welding cam-
era. For instance, the fire
science instructor will
bring related items and
students will demon-
strate, and the marketing
teacher will show how
they run their small busi-
ness.

Rangel said she wants
to learn from businesses
what they can do differ-
ently and how they can
partner with NHS—how
they can share their ex-
pertise with students.
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Kansas Auto Repair, Inc./KAR Towing. 

Please take notice of the following 
vehicles to be sold to satisfy 

impound, storage and/or lien fees: 

2002 VW NEW BEETLE CP –  
3VWCB21C42M402466

2015 FORD FOCUS -
1FADP3F27FL323899
2003 HONDA CIVIC – 
1HGEM22563L040053

1999 SATURN SL – 
1G82J5279XZ155335

1993 OLDSMOBILE CUTLASS CIERRA– 
1G3AG54N8P6454149
2001 FORD RANGER – 
1FTYR10401TA18239

2011 CHEVROLET CRUZE – 
1G1PGS9XB7123116

1991 HONDA ACCORD LX – 
1HGCB7552MA035399

2000 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE – 
1J4G248S5YC342327

2004 FORD FOCUS ZX3 – 
3FAFP31Z04R111244

2005 NISSAN SENTRA – 
3N1CB51D45L542754 

Vehicles will be sold at auction 
MARCH 10, 2018 at 9:00 a.m., 

location 101 W. Hwy 50, 
Meadowbrook entrance to Secure Store 50.

(Published in the Newton Now on
March 1 and 8, 2018)

GENERAL NOTICE TO CONTROL 
NOXIOUS WEEDS

The Kansas Noxious Weed Law K.S.A.
2-1314 et seq requires all persons who
own or supervise land in Kansas to
control and eradicate all weeds de-
clared noxious by legislative action.
The weeds declared noxious are: field
bindweed, musk thistle, John-
songrass, bur ragweed, Canada thistle,
sericea lespedeza, leafy spurge, hoary
cress, quackgrass, Russian knapweed,
kudzu and pignut.                   
Notice is hereby given pursuant to the
Kansas Noxious Weed Law to every
person who owns or supervises land
in Harvey County that noxious weeds
growing or found on such land shall
be controlled and eradicated.  Control
is defined as preventing the production
of viable seed and the vegetative
spread of the plant.
Failure to observe this notice may re-
sult in the County:
1. Serving a legal notice requiring con-
trol of the noxious weeds within a min-
imum of five days.  Failure to control
the noxious weeds within the time pe-
riod allowed may result in the county
treating the noxious weeds at the
landowners expense and placing a lien
on the property if the bill is not paid
within 30 days or,
2. Filing criminal charges for non-
compliance.  Conviction for non-com-
pliance may result in a fine of $100 per
day of non-compliance with a maxi-
mum fine of $1,500.
The public is also hereby notified that
it is a violation of the Kansas Noxious
Weed Law to barter, sell or give away
infested nursery stock or livestock
feed unless the feed is fed on the farm
where grown or sold to a commercial
processor that will destroy the viability
of the noxious weed seed.  Custom
harvesting machines must be labeled
with a label provided by the Kansas
Department of Agriculture and must be
free of all weed seed and litter when
entering the State and when leaving a
field infested with noxious weeds.  Ad-
ditional information may be obtained
from the Noxious Weed Department or
by contacting the Kansas Department
of Agriculture, 1320 Research Park
Drive, Manhattan, KS 66502.

(Published in the Newton Now 
on March 8, 2018)

Harvey County Subdivision 
Regulations

Subdivision Regulations D. 
Article 1 (1.03)

D. EXEMPTIONS. These regulations
shall not apply in the following instances
or transactions.
a. The split, division, or transfer of land
is for a valid agricultural purpose.
b. The land is owned or held in trust for
the United Stated Government, the State
of Kansas, Harvey County, or railroad
right-of-way.
c. The lot, tract, or parcel has been pre-
viously subdivided and is proposed to
be split into no more than two lots or
tracts.
d. The division of any tract or parcel
containing 40 acres/quarter of a quarter
may be divided one time for creation of
a home site after the date of adoption of
this regulation. The smaller parcels shall
not be less than 5 acres without rural
water or 3 acres with rural water, includ-
ing road right of way. The parcel created
shall meet all the zoning and environ-
mental set back requirements for a par-
cel of its size, without variance. A survey
must be provided and filed with the
Registrar of Deeds. This includes all di-
visions made for mortgage purposes. It
also includes parcels that have been di-
vided since the May 4, 1987 date. Pro-
vided they meet all the criteria above.
Supporting evidence will need to be pro-
vided.
e. A subdivision of any land used exclu-
sively for cemetery purposes and asso-
ciated accessory uses.
f. The vacation of land used (i.e., right-
of-way, alley or easement) for public
use.
g. A "lot of record" that was legally cre-
ated prior to the effective date of this
resolution.
h. A transaction between owners of ad-
joining land that involves only a change
in the boundary and does not create an
additional lot or a substandard lot as re-
quired by the zoning property develop-
ment regulations.
i. A lot split for property zoned indus-
trial.

Published in the Newton Now on March 8, 2018.

PUBLIC NOTICE

THIS WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTION

Building Bridges event Thursday to connect students, businesses

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton High School senior Gabby Gallegos, right, works on T-shirt
printing with instructor Lisa George.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Wind downs signs, power lines, tree limb in Newton
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
A large limb awaits clean up near
the corner of Sixth and Ash Streets
after wind broke it off from a tree
this week. 

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Wind tore off a chunk of the sign at Heartland Credit Union at 2201 S.
Kansas. Heavy winds are expected to slowly decrease throughout the
coming week. 



Law enforcement is
still searching for a sus-
pect believed to have
been involved in an alter-
cation as well as a high
speed chase, which forced
a driver off the roadway.

Newton Police Lt. Scott
Powell said on Friday
night a woman in New-
ton called a female
friend, reporting issues
with her boyfriend.

The female friend
drove up to Newton with
a male friend, and a con-
frontation ensued at the
South Park apartment
complex at 1501 Old
Main St.

“A confrontation en-
sued where the guy pulls
a gun,” Powell said about
the man who rode up to
Newton.

The man drove away in
the car he rode in on.

The confrontation was
reported to the police
who attempted to pull
the vehicle over.

A chase began just
after midnight on March
3. Powell said the Kansas
Highway Patrol took over
pursuit of the vehicle.
The vehicle crashed near

21st and I-135 in Wi-
chita. The driver fled the
scene and is still missing.

Newton Police asked
on social media for occu-
pants of another vehicle
that was run off the road
during chase near the

4500 and 5500 Block of S.
Kansas Avenue to come
forward and give a state-
ment.

A release on the de-
partment's social media
account stated that the
occupants had come for-

ward and that the sus-
pect would be charged
with two counts of aggra-
vated assault for running
the vehicle off the road.

Powell said that police
have no reason to believe
the suspect is in Newton.
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Special thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:15am Fellowship
11am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship

10:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel 
A.M.E. Church
711 E. 11th Street

9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship

Hillcrest 
Community Church

-  A Foursquare
Church

431 W. 12th
9:30am Cafe Connect

10:30am Worship

Highland Trinity
United Church 

of Christ
Corner of K-15 & Dutch Ave

10:00am Worship
11:00am Sunday School

Iglesia Del Nazareno 
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible Church
900 Old Main

9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass

10:30am Sunday Mass
6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship

11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Walton United
Methodist Church

201 Blaine Street, Walton
9:00am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
KAR TTowing

1808 N. Main, Newton
316-284-1869

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
www.theyarnstation.com

Everence Financial 
Advisors

North Newton, Kansas
316-283-3800

www.everence.com/kansas

If you would like to become a
sponsor of the Newton Area

Church Directory, please con-
tact Shannin Rettig at 

shannin@harveycountynow
or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main, Newton

316-284-0636

Students forced to choose between electives, required courses following cut of ‘zero hour’

For Newton High
School (NHS) choir and
band students, a modifi-
cation to next year’s
schedule could force them
to choose between fine
arts and core studies.

In January, school ad-
ministration made the de-
cision to do away with
“zero hour,” a scheduling
slot that took place at
7:10 a.m. This allowed
students to take elective
classes such as a foreign
language or a music class
before school officially
started at 8 a.m.

School Principal Lisa
Moore cited a number of
reasons, including diffi-
culties for some students
finding rides to school at
such an early hour. Moore
noted that zero hour
classes don't count toward
the school’s total instruc-
tion time of students, but
the school still has to pay
teachers for the instruc-
tion period.

Moore also noted that
the acquisition of new

teachers factored into the
decision.

“Mr. Woolery and Mrs.
Woolery were retiring, so
we were going to have to
hire new vocal and band
teachers,” Moore said. 

She explained that the
early hour could be diffi-
cult for newly hired teach-
ers, especially ones living
in Wichita. 

“I didn’t want that to be
a deterrent for somebody
taking the position,” she
said.

While the change could
make hiring teachers eas-
ier, it could end up being
a headache for students
like sophomore John
Jantzen.

“First of all, it’s
strongly affecting my fine
arts, because I’m going to
have to quit Jazz,”
Jantzen said. “I’m also
being forced to quit Ger-
man.”

Jantzen and other stu-
dents have used the zero
hour as a way to pursue
elective classes without
having them interfere
with required courses
held during the regular
school day. A student

might
choose a
required
class over
elective if
they were
scheduled
at the
same time.

That's ex-
actly how zero hour was
intended to be used, ac-
cording to band director
Greg Bergman, who
worked on the board that
decided to offer zero hour
under former Principal
Roger Erickson.

“The idea was to give
our music students a way
to keep doing music and
other things,” Bergman
said.

Previously, zero hour
was held at 7:40 a.m., be-
fore it was moved up 30
minutes to accommodate
school beginning a half
hour earlier for the 2017-
2018 school year.

Bergman said moving
up the zero hour made
problems. Still, he and
other music teachers
pushed to maintain a zero
hour.

“We protested politely

and were told this was the
way things were going to
be,” Bergman said. “We’ll
see if we adapt or if we
have to find a way to put
zero hour back.”

There will be one excep-
tion to the removal of
“zero” hour. Newton High
School will still offer an
orchestra class at 7:10
a.m.

Moore said orchestra
instructor Kara Tann re-
quested that she be able
to offer a zero hour class.

Junior Hannah Teater
wished there had been
better consultation with
the students for such a
wide-affecting situation.

“They said it was com-
pletely up to what the
new teacher’s choice was,”
according to Teater. “I feel
it’s an unfair way to go
about it because it isn’t
just the teacher’s sched-
ule, but the students’
schedule, too.”

Both Jantzen and fel-
low sophomore Mikey
Smith share Teater’s
thoughts when it came to
seeking input from stu-
dents, who would be di-
rectly affected by the

change. 
“It’s unfair,” Smith

said. “They should use the
correct term—that ‘some’
people are not going to be
having zero hour, instead
of that they are getting
rid of it, because they are
obviously not.”

Bergman was con-
cerned the change for
other music classes would
cause a shift in music par-
ticipation.

“I think we are going to
lose students because of
class conflicts,” Bergman
said. “But, I also think
we’ll have some that
couldn’t make it during
zero hour but could for
first [hour].”

So far, the number of
students entered in band
for next year’s schedule
remains nearly identical
to this year’s participa-
tion, but he believes that
will change as counselors
arrange schedules and
uncover conflicts with
core classes.

Music may not be the
only discipline that could
be affected.

Bergman and Moore be-
lieve another department

the change could impact
is foreign language. While
foreign language classes
aren't offered during zero
hour, they would compete
against zero hour music
classes if they were sched-
uled during the day.

“Where you're going to
see the most impact
would be in your world
language classes where
you have to choose be-
tween fine arts and world
languages,” she said.
Moore said that students
will have to look at their
priorities. “What do they
intend to do post high
school and what's going to
weight out the heaviest?”

And, for students such
as Teater, Smith and
Jantzen, they will con-
tinue pleading with ad-
ministration to find ways
to make the music they
love fit in their schedule
while still staying on
track for the ever expand-
ing curriculum required
to graduate.

“I want there to be still
a zero hour to make it
easier on the students in
their education,” Teater
said.

BY BRETT KNEPPER
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

Moore

Man gets away after running vehicle off road following South Park Apartments incident 
NEWTON NOW STAFF

Women exhibit opens Saturday at gallery
More than 25 artists who are members of the Wi-

chita Women Artists association will showcase their
work at Carriage Factory Art Gallery, beginning with
an opening reception at 7 p.m. Saturday, March 10.
The event will feature live music, an artist talk and
refreshments. The reception is free and open to the
public.

The Wichita Women Artists group was founded in
1950 with the purpose of encouraging members' cre-
ative growth.                                   —For Newton Now



Solving the need for
child care in Newton could
start with a survey. 

City Manager Bob
Myers is working to facili-
tate discussions on how to
address what he described
as a child care crisis in
Newton, following the Oc-
tober closure of Sunshine
Academy, one of the
largest child care
providers in the county. 

“My concern about it is
two fold,” Myers said. “We
have employees it im-
pacts. Some are struggling
to find child care services.
In the economic develop-
ment sphere, we're look-
ing to bring in additional
businesses and industries
in town. We'd like employ-
ees live here, but if we're
going to attract people to
live in the community,
child care's a big problem.
It's a problem that has to
get solved.”

Myers recently met with
interested parties from
across the community to
discuss the issue. 

Such parties included
Harvey County United
Way, the Newton Cham-
ber of Commerce, Newton

Medical Center, child care
providers and the Newton
YMCA. 

“We had a good group,”
he said. “And good discus-
sion.”

Myers indicated that in
talks with the group, the
Greater Wichita YMCA
could be interested in
helping to fill Newton's
child care need.

“We got in touch with
the head of child care divi-
sion and invited them up
to see if they had interest
in Newton,” he said. “The
way the Wichita Y does it
is they have a child care
division and they have
child care facilities in
most of their Y facilities.
Not only do they have fa-
cilities in many branch
Ys, they are in high
schools and elementary
schools.”

Myers said that Andrea
Elliot, who was represent-
ing the Y's child care divi-
sion, suggested the city
put together a survey to
provide more information
on the child care need in
Newton.

Myers said such a sur-
vey would be circulated
among city employers and
on social media. He said it
would be used to provide
information to possibly
bring a child care, such as

the
YMCA's
program,
to Newton. 

If the
YMCA
would op-
erate a
program in
Newton, it
would have to find space
for it, as its Newton
YMCA location does not
have room. 

Tina Payne, executive
director of the Harvey
County United Way, said
space is an issue when it
comes to child care. She
said that making money
providing child care can
be difficult, and paying to
rent space only provides
more overhead. 

Some organizations
within Newton, like New-
ton Community Child
Care, benefit from using
space provided by govern-
ment organizations like
the Newton School Dis-
trict. 

Still, even with space, a
child care facility needs
staffing.

“The main issues for
running a successful day-
care is staffing and keep-
ing up with state
standards,” she said.

State standards require
that one trained staff

member be present for
every three infants and
for every 12 children
below kindergarten age.

“Newton Community
Child Care is licensed for
55 kids,” Payne said. “It
has 42 enrolled and 40 on
their waiting list. So you
think, ‘Take more kids.’
But if they don't have
staff, they can't have
more kids.”

Payne said in order to
have more staffing, more
funding is needed, and
there's only so much some
people can pay for child
care. 

Last year, the Harvey
County United Way pro-
vided $32,500 in funding
for needs-based child care
assistance in Harvey
County.

Payne said a solution
on child care in the county
would likely take all in-
terested parties working
together and looking at
ways of sharing space or
resources. 

“I'm pleased that Bob
[Myers] is now pulling
this group to see if some-
thing can be done.”

A group approach was

something Myers agreed
with. 

“I'm guessing there's no
one answer,” he said. “If
we could get the Y to

come here, that would be
great, but I’m guessing
we're going to need other
child care providers on
board.”
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Child care shortage has city of Newton pushing for solutions
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Myers

Art is Ageless exhibit to
open March 15

Since the beginning of
time, creative expression
has brought joy to both its
creators and those who
experience their art. The
Art is Ageless program of-
fers senior artists the op-
portunity to share and
display their artwork and
reaffirms the agelessness
of human creativity.

This month, their works
are on display at Newton
Presbyterian Manor.

“It’s inspiring to see the
beautiful pieces these
artists have created,” said
Noelle Dickinson, director
of marketing. “The joy it
brings to them and others
is wonderful, and that’s
something we want to cel-
ebrate and share with the

entire Newton area.”
The Art is Ageless ex-

hibit will feature works
from local artists who are
65 and older, including a
few Presbyterian Manor
residents. The public is
welcome to visit the com-
munity to view the exhibit
of acrylics, oils, photogra-
phy and various other
media, ranging from ama-
teur to professional levels.
The exhibit is open daily
from March 15 to 30, 8
a.m. to 8 p.m. Entry dead-
line is Friday, March 9,
for senior artists who wish
to participate.

In addition to the ex-
hibit, Presbyterian Manor
will honor local senior
artists during a reception
that will open the exhibit
at 2:30 p.m. Thursday,
March 15. An additional
exhibit of Carriage Fac-

tory Gallery artists is also
on display.

Organist Hebert next up
in organ series concert
HESSTON—Continuing

to bring quality perform-
ing art from around the
world to south-central
Kansas, the next concert
in the 2017-18 Andover
Organ Series will feature
organist, Dr. Ryan Hebert
at 7 p.m., Tuesday, March
13, at Hesston Mennonite
Church on the Hesston
College campus. The con-
cert is free and open to
the public.

Hebert is associate pro-
fessor of music, director of
choral studies and univer-
sity organist at the Uni-
versity of Tampa (Fla.). 

—For Newton Now

NEWS BRIEFS



When triple-murder
suspect Jereme Lee Nel-
son and his girlfriend
were arrested last year in
Rosarito, Mexico, Harvey
County taxpayers had the
good fortune of not being
stuck with a bill for bring-
ing them back here to face
the charges.

Sheriff Chad Gay said
Sedgwick County authori-
ties were flying a county-
owned airplane to
California to pick another
inmate, and they gra-
ciously agreed to haul
Harvey's fugitives back
gratis.

The expense for picking
up people arrested on
Harvey County warrants
in other jurisdictions can
add up. In 2017, the sher-
iff’s office paid $14,460 to
Secure Transport Serv-
ices, Inc., to go get in-
mates in faraway locales
like Florida and Califor-
nia. Gay said the price tag
for delivering another in-
mate from California to
face a possession of
methamphetamine charge
got him thinking about
prioritizing how much
money should be spent in
rounding up people facing
local charges.

"OK, possession of meth
is not good, but is it worth
going to California for," he
said. "I don't think it is—
$14,000 is all taxpayer
money. To me, it's not
worth going to California
to get a guy on a simple
possession charge on tax-
payer money. It just does-
n't seem like a wise use of
taxpayer money."

Gay said that one case
led him to have conversa-
tions with Chief District
Judge Joe Dickinson and
County Attorney David
Yoder. Warrants, whether
misdemeanor or felony,
must be signed by a

judge.
Warrants
coming
through
district
court typi-
cally are
filed by
Yoder's office
or someone
from the Kansas Depart-
ment of Corrections.

"So we're a little more
selective, and David has
worked with us on this
deal to not have to get
everybody,” Gay said.

Administrative Assis-
tant Melissa Flavin has
the responsibility of log-
ging in all of the out-
standing warrants. She
said the sheriff's office
currently had about 1,500
warrants entered into the
National Crime Informa-
tion Center database.
Some of the warrants she
puts in the system include
limits on how far the
sheriff's office will go,
such as surrounding coun-
ties or surrounding states.

Warrant Transport
Deputy David Martinez
normally travels to other
jurisdictions three or four
days a week. He goes all
over Kansas and has
driven to Arkansas, Wis-
consin, Texas and Ten-
nessee. 

"I'm getting pretty good
with Colorado," he said.
"I'm pretty good with
Oklahoma."

Martinez said he took
another deputy with him
if an inmate had a history
of being combative. He
travels with a woman
deputy when he goes to
pick up a female. And
sometimes his wife accom-
panies him on trips.

Martinez, who drives
between 60,000 and
70,000 miles a year, keeps
meticulous records of
mileage and another
other expense. The cost of
returning an inmate to
court gets transferred to

the inmate. For those
trips lasting more than
six hours, he said he
would go down the night
before and spend the
night. The sheriff's office
contracts with Secure
Transport Services, Inc. to
pick up prisoners who are
more than 12 hours away.

"Most of them are
pretty quiet," he said.
"Most of them sit back
and want to get back and
get things done."

All inmates are secured
in handcuffs, belly chains
and leg irons. Martinez
said he'd only had one
who really ticked him off
by "just pushing buttons."

Flavin said she received
notification from other
agencies via phone, fax or
e-mail when they arrest
someone wanted in Har-
vey. The sheriff's office
then contacts Yoder's of-
fice, where the prosecut-
ing attorney will review
the case. Sometimes a
prosecutor will withdraw
the warrant, and Flavin
will put in the database
how far the sheriff's office
is willing to go to get a
person. She said only a
handful of warrants had
been dismissed after a
suspect was arrested dur-
ing her 10 years with the
sheriff's office. Sometimes
the arresting agency will
indicate that a prisoner is
a fighter.

"That's always helpful,"
she said. "It's nice to have
that extra information so
they can mentally pre-
pare for that."

Once the sheriff's office
gets notification that
someone has been ar-
rested out of state, it usu-
ally has 10 days in which
to exchange all the extra-
dition paperwork. If the
sheriff's office needs more
time, Martinez said some-
one would call the other
agency.

Martinez said the sher-
iff's office typically had a

little more time to re-
trieve someone who is ar-
rested within Kansas.
Another county might
hold the person up to 20
days. Most every county
operates under a "gentle-
man's agreement between
sheriffs," whereby John-
son County, for example,
will foot the bill for hous-
ing a Harvey County pris-
oner. The one exception is
Barton County, which
charges other depart-
ments for housing their
inmates.

Flavin said some coun-

ties might have limited
bed space in their jails,
especially some of the
smaller rural jails. In
those cases, Harvey has
less time in which to pick
up an inmate. 

Flavin said it wasn't
uncommon for her to spot
someone with an active
warrant when she's out in
public.

"It's usually at Wal-
Mart or Dillons when I'm
doing my shopping," she
said.'

Flavin said she was
careful not to judge some-

one with a warrant, be-
cause it could be for noth-
ing more than a traffic
ticket.

"That's something you
have to remember—they
may have a warrant, but
they're still people," she
said.

Flavin said she also
tried not to get too in-
volved in cases. There-
fore, she keeps a distance
for her personal well-
being.

"You're here to do your
job and call it good," she
said.

An electrical fire caused
heavy smoke and fire dam-
age in a Newton residence
Thursday and prompted
emergency crews to close
down Fourth St.

Around 8:50 a.m. Thurs-
day, March 1, dispatch re-
ceived a report of a
structure fire at 511 E.
Fourth St.

According to Fire/EMS
chief Scott Metzler, a po-
lice unit initially re-
sponded. The responding
officer went into the home
with a fire extinguisher

and helped subdue the ex-
terior fire in the home's
front room.

The fire, however,
burned into the walls and
spread to the house's attic.

Fire crews responded
and put out the remaining
fire.

Metzler said the occu-
pants of the house noticed
the fire, exited the building
and suffered no injuries.
Metzler said crews think
the fire started at an elec-
trical outlet.

He said the interior of
the house sustained heavy
smoke as well as fire dam-
age. By 10 a.m., crews
were wrapping up on the
scene.
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ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
A fire at 511 E. Fourth St. in Newton caused the street to be shut down
for a time on Thursday.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Structure fire closes
Fourth on Thursday

Sheriff's office breaks down how the warrant process works
BY BLAKE SPURNEY

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
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