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Trial date set for $256,000 airport lawsuit
The city and county have a

trial date scheduled this sum-
mer as result of a lawsuit from

an airport tenant asking for
$256,000 in damages. 

Palomino Oil, which rents
Hangar W at the Newton City-
County Airport, sued the city
and county, which operates the
airport, for damages to an air-
craft, as well as breaching its

lease contract due to the condi-
tion of the airport.

As reported in a Newton Now
article in January 2016, com-
pany owner Klee Watchous
threatened litigation to the air-
port, claiming that metal beads
used to help sandblast the run-

way damaged the engine of an
aircraft the company operated. 

City Manager Bob Myers
said, at the time, that the beads
used at the end of 2015 were al-
lowed by the Federal Aviation
Administration and were re-
moved from the runway using a

magnet.
Watchus and Palimino Oil did

file suit in Oct. 14, 2016, accord-
ing to court documents.

The suit, at the time, asked
for $77,009 to repair the air-
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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Lupe's employees, from left, Cheri Angleton, Roberta Jaso and Julia Caraway enjoy themselves at work on Monday afternoon.

Imagine a large fried corn tortilla,
smothered in beans, lettuce, orangey
melted cheese and pork chili the color of
the ripest tomatoes, and that’s a deluxe
tostada at Lupe’s Carry Out in Newton.

The giant tostada is the summation of
much that is good and wonderful about
Newton—good taste, comfort, a little
sweetness and warmth.

There, they make things from scratch,
starting at 6 a.m. weekdays, to fill patron
orders from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. at 1305 S.
Washington Road in Newton. The restau-
rant is in an unassuming white building
on the bend just north of the Kwik Shop
going south on Washington toward the
hospital complex. They also take call-in
orders.

Lupe’s has been serving folks for about

Lupe's has been feeding the community since the 1970s
Taste of tradition

Before Health Ministries Clinic in Newton ac-
quired the local Via Christi practice, it served about
4,500 patients. Now, they cover about 18,000 lives,
said Matt Schmidt, chief executive officer.

Although all of those patients probably won't
have appointments this year, Schmidt said they're
anticipating 45,000 visits.

Via Christi was out of the building at 720 Med-
ical Center Drive at 5 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 26, 2017,
and Health Ministries saw patients soon after.

“We saw patients that next Monday at 8 a.m.,”
Schmidt said, sitting in his office.

In the interim, they had to get computers in place
and all the phones in, since Via Christi took their
computers and phone system with them. Schmidt
said they weren't able to fully train all of the staff

BY WENDY NUGENT
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Health Ministries
meeting merger
challenge head on

See HEALTH / 8

This is one of the dishes Lupe's employees made on Monday. It consists of rice
and meat and cheese enchiladas.
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COURTESY PHOTO
Amy and Tyler Ives will replace Donna and Keith Woolery when they retire at the end of
the school year as music teachers at Newton High School. 

Musical chairs: One teaching
couple to be replaced by another 

Amy and Tyler Ives have
some big musical shoes to fill,
as they’re replacing Donna and
Keith Woolery, who are putting
down their batons, at least as
far as Newton High School
work is concerned, retiring at
the end of the 2018-19 school
year as music teachers.

The Ives couple said they’ve
met the Woolerys.

“Tyler has known Mr. Wool-
ery for over 30 years, since his

dad was a band director,” Amy
said.

The Ives couple knows it will
be up to them to help keep the
music tradition at NHS alive,
and they’re up for the chal-
lenge.

“We are sure it will be diffi-
cult to continue the tradition
that they have established, but
we have a great team in the
fine arts department that we
will rely heavily on to keep tra-
ditions alive,” Amy said.

Keith started teaching music
at Newton High School in the

BY WENDY NUGENT
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Santa Fe redesigning for
attendance - Page 11

Prison for Nachtigals: Full
trial coverage - Page 15

It's time for the city and Occidental Management
to rewind. 

That was the sentiment City Manager Bob Myers
expressed during a presentation to the Newton City
Commission. 

The city and the company have been engaged in a
lengthy back and forth about development and in-
centives to build a $90 million retail, residential
and office park along S. Kansas south of Wal-Mart. 

At a previous meeting, the city commission re-
jected a plan that would have called for the city
abating $4 million for public improvements and in-
frastructure hookups. Those abatements would
have come close to costing what the city would take
in for taxes from the project. The commission didn't
express a wish to get involved in a “break even”
deal.

The company came back on March 13 with a pro-
posal that would only develop the front of the prop-
erty and what it said would only cost the city
$165,000 in improvements.

See REAL / 8
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Commission tells
developer: get
real or goodbye



At 6:30 p.m. Tuesday,
March 27, Dyck Arbore-
tum of the Plains in Hes-
ston will complete its
2018 Winter Lecture Se-
ries with Curtis Schmidt,
speaking about "Bats of
Kansas."

Bats are fascinating
creatures. Fort Hays
State University’s Stern-
berg Museum of Natural
History’s Zoologist and
“Bats of Kansas” co-au-
thor Curtis Schmidt is a
great advocate of these

nocturnal mammals.
Their populations thrive
near streams and when
insects are abundant.
They roost in caves, built
structures, and forests. 

As the prairie state of
Kansas gradually be-
comes more wooded, the
range for many species of
bats continues to expand
into our state. Learn more
about their expanding
ranges, common habits,
challenges of white-nosed
syndrome, and ways that
you can improve the
chances of having bats
join the ecology of your

own landscape.
The lecture will take

place in the Prairie Pavil-
ion, with a soup supper
preceding it at 6 p.m. in
the Visitor's Center. The
cost of the lecture is $5
per person, or supper and
the lecture is $10. Inter-
ested persons should call
620-327-8127 by 4 p.m. on
Friday, March 23, for sup-
per reservations.

The Dyck Arboretum of
the Plains is a 29-acre
public garden in Hesston,
and its mission is to pro-
mote, through steward-
ship and education, the

conservation and use of
plants native to Kansas.
For more information
about the Dyck Arbore-
tum of the Plains, visit
www.dyckarboretum.org.

Ihave a bad habit of
skipping over steps in
recipes when I look

over them, trying to de-
cide whether or not I
should give them a try.

More than once, I’ve
started baking something,
only to realize halfway
through that I have to
stop and chill an ingredi-
ent for an hour or
overnight before moving
on to the next step.

You’d think after doing
this on multiple occasions
that I’d be more careful,
but I never seem to learn
my lesson.

That’s one of the rea-
sons the recipe I’m shar-
ing with you this week
was so attractive to me.
In all capital letters, right
in the recipe, the author
noted, “Do not chill the
dough.”

Excellent.
That meant I could

quickly mix up these
cookies, pop them in the
oven and be enjoying
fresh sugar cookies in no
time.

I found this recipe on
the blog “In Katrina’s
Kitchen.” You can find it
at http://www.inkatri-
naskitchen.com/best-
sugar-cookie-recipe-ever/.
I doubled the vanilla in
my version.

Sugar Cookies
Ingredients

1 cup butter
1 cup sugar
2 teaspoons vanilla ex-

tract
1/2 teaspoon almond ex-

tract
1 egg
2 teaspoons baking

powder
1/2 teaspoon salt
3 cups all-purpose flour
Preheat the oven to 350

degrees.
Cream the butter and

sugar together for several
minutes until it’s smooth
and creamy.

Beat in the vanilla, al-
mond and egg.

Mix in the rest of the
ingredients. 

Pull out about a soft-
ball-sized portion of
dough and roll it out to
about one-quarter inch in
thickness. Use a cookie
cutter to cut out your de-
sired shape and transfer
them to a baking sheet—
about one-inch apart.

Continue cutting out
shapes with the rest of
the dough. 

Bake each batch of
cookies for about 8 min-
utes or until the cookies
look like they’re just set
around the edges. Let
them cool completely be-
fore icing and store in an
air-tight container.

If you don’t have al-
mond extract, you could
toss in even more vanilla

if you wanted, but I
highly recommend includ-
ing it. It adds just a little
something extra to the
flavor of these cookies,
which is nice since sugar
cookies can easily end up
in the bland category.

These also held their
shape really nicely. I just
used my biscuit cutter to
make boring round cook-
ies, but if you have some
fun shapes, this is a good

recipe to try them out on.
And it’s good because

there are no hidden steps
or long processes to go
through. You just mix
them up and start baking,
which is my kind of
recipe.

Lindsey Young is the co-
owner of Newton Now and

is a Bethel College alum.
She also is the managing

editor of The Clarion.
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It’s time to sprinkle in some sugar cookies

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
If you want a quick cookie recipe that holds its shape, look no further
than these sugar cookies.

'Bats of Kansas' program on March 27
FOR NEWTON NOW



The boxes containing
artifacts in the catacombs
of the Harvey County His-
torical Museum and
Archives in Newton leave
only guessing to the ca-
sual visitor as to what
might be in them. 

Well, the museum does-
n't really have catacombs,
but rather a basement, a
place where more than
7,000 historic objects are
stored. 

On Friday, Museum Di-
rector Hannah Thompson
brought out several of
those objects. 

In one, wood carved in
the shape of boots, each
standing about an inch
and a half tall, were fas-
tened to a board sur-
rounded by a gold frame,
and each boot was carved
from a different kind of
wood, some of which
aren’t well known, like
Diamond Willow, Fiddle-
back Maple, Buckeye and
Korina.

Thompson said this
framed, carved boot dis-
play was one of several
similar artifacts.

“I think there are three
frames, and I want to say
this is the smallest,”
Thompson said.

A man by the name of
Ervin Steiner made the
pieces of folk art in the
1970s and ’80s.

“He hand-carved all of
the boots, and apparently
he became know for just
carving boots,” Thompson
said, adding the boots be-
came a calling card for
him and that people used
to bring him exotic wood
for him to fashion into
boots. Steiner then would
give the wood back to
friends and family in the
shape of a boot.

The types of wood used
for the boot display are la-
beled under each boot,
and others included Aca-
cia and English Walnut.
Some of the boots are fin-
ished, and some aren’t.

“Some of the grains are
just gorgeous,” Thompson
said. “Most museums, this
one included, have so
many objects that aren’t
on display or will never be
on display. We do have a
pretty extensive storage
area.”

The curatorial storage
area is in the basement of
the Old Carnegie Library
at Second and Main
streets, where the mu-
seum is housed. It takes
up about the same
amount of space as the
first floor does. Things are
all boxed up and tucked
away, and they have some
random items, Thompson
said, like a child’s casket
that was a floor model
and never used.

“That’s about as weird

and creepy as it gets,” she
said.

Along that vein,
Thompson picked three
mourning-themed items
to show, two of which
were possibly used around
the mid 20th century to
hang on the front door of
someone who was mourn-
ing or draped over a cas-
ket, much like Americans
do with flowers today. The
items were maybe about 8
or 9 inches wide and a
foot and a half to 2 feet
long. Each had a rectan-
gle at the top with kind of
a tail coming down made
out of fabric. The mauve-
colored one was satin,
while the darker one was
fashioned from velvet. On
the back is a pocket with
something that can be
used to hang the item,
and on the back of each is
written “The Lang Moore
Co., Newton, Kansas.”

Thompson said she did-
n’t know much about
them, and she said she
got them out of curatorial
storage because they were
interesting.

She also had what she
called Victorian mourning
art, which was sur-
rounded by a gold, ornate
frame.

“Those were commonly
done on black velvet as
kind of a way to process
grief,” Thompson said,
adding sometimes they
used the hair of the de-
ceased. However, this one
appeared to be made of
yarn in the shapes of a
tombstone and deer and
done in a needle-punch
method, the technique of
which has been around
since ancient times.

Thompson also said
they have a large collec-
tion of paper napkins,
dating from 1945 through
1980.

Another item Thomp-
son had out was a pair of
steer horns circa 1872.

“This is fun,” Thompson
said, wearing white gloves
to handle the artifact and
lifting it to another place
on a table.

It’s not only fun, but the
horns are supposedly
from a steer that was in
the last herd that came
through Newton on the
Chisholm Trail. Thomp-
son said the steer was
processed by the
Steinkirchner packing
house, which was at 700
W. First, and the
Steinkirchners had it
mounted for them so they
could display it. It even
has hooks on the back.
From tip to tip, it meas-
ures about 2.5 feet.
There’s some kind of
padding between the
horns covered with worn
navy-colored velvet.
Thompson isn't sure if the
velvet originally was
black and then turned in-
digo.

“It’s in pretty darn good

shape for its age, but it’s
got its issues,” Thompson
said.

Upcoming program
Thompson will present

“Cabinet of Curiosity” at 2
p.m. Sunday, March 18, at
the museum. For the
presentation, Thompson
said she’ll discuss items
having to do with
women’s history, since
March is Women’s History
Month. The cost is $5 for
museum non-members
and free for members.
Call the museum at 316-
283-2221 for more infor-
mation.

“Cabinets of curiosities
were encyclopedic collec-
tions of objects whose cat-
egorical boundaries were,
in Renaissance Europe,
yet to be defined,” accord-
ing to Wikipedia. Thomp-
son said that before there
were museums, people

had cabinets of curiosities
and displayed items they
found to be of interest.
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In storage: Museum director talks about mourning items, steer horns
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Hannah Thompson, director of the Harvey County Historical Museum
and Archives, holds up a piece of mourning art done in the Victorian-
era style.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Hannah Thompson holds framed hand-carved wooden boots, circa
1970s, that are in storage at the museum.

On Sunday, March 25,
at 4 p.m. in Hesston, the
Dyck Arboretum of the
Plains Prairie Window
Concert Series (PWCS)
will wrap up its 2017-18
season with Smooth

Hound Smith. The concert
will take place in the
Prairie Pavilion at the Ar-
boretum overlooking the
lake. 

Tickets are by reserva-
tion at http://dyckarbore-
tum.org/arboretum-event/
smooth-hound-smith/ or

by calling (620) 327-8127.
Cost of tickets is $20 for
adults and $10 for chil-
dren, plus tax. 

Proceeds benefit the ar-
boretum’s mission to pro-
mote environmental
landscaping with native
plants. 

Music to benefit plants at Dyck Arboretum in Hesston
FOR NEWTON NOW
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Newton deals with back-to-back bomb scares
A piece of bathroom

graffiti resulted in the
Newton YMCA being
evacuated and searched
by bomb-sniffing dogs
Thursday night.

Around 6:25 p.m., law
enforcement were notified
after a YMCA employee
had gone into a bathroom
at the Y and noticed “The
bomb will go off on 3-8-
2018” written in the bath-
room, Newton Police
Department Lt. Scott
Powell said.

The YMCA, at 701 E.
Wheatridge Drive, evacu-
ated everyone in the
building, including those
in pools or with items in
their lockers, to the New-
ton Medical Center cafete-
ria. Parents were directed
to pick up their children
from the hospital if they
had children at the
YMCA.

“YMCA did great get-
ting everybody out over
there,” Powell said.

Y employees, Newton
police and three bomb-
sniffing dogs from the
Kansas Highway Patrol
swept the building for a
bomb, and no device was

found.
The sweep was com-

pleted by 9 p.m., and
those evacuated were able
to return and gather their
belongings.

This is the second bomb
threat in as many days in
Newton. The Newton Wal-
Mart, 1701 S. Kansas,
was evacuated on
Wednesday after a bomb
threat was phoned in to
the store. No device was
found on the premises
after the search.

According to news re-
ports a Walmart in
Weaverville North Car-
olina was evacuated on
Wednesday following a
bomb threat. A Walmart
in Las Vegas Nevada was
evacuated on March 3 fol-
lowing a bomb threat.
Both calls occurred in the
morning and in both cases
no device was located.

Police Chief Eric Mur-
phy said police were in-
vestigating all
possibilities for the Wal-

Mart call, but had a num-
ber local leads in the case
they were looking into.

The last time a Newton
grocery store was evacu-
ated following a bomb
threat was in July of
2015. In that case police
traced the phone number
and quickly apprehended
the man who made the
threats, Stanley Wooley,
who was charged with ag-
gravated criminal threats.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
A Harvey County Sheriff's Office vehicle blocks the entrance to the YMCA on Thursday night. 

KidFEST on April 7 at Slate Creek
KidFEST by Harvey

County United Way will
be from 9 to 11 a.m. Sat-
urday, April 7, at Slate
Creek Elementary
School, 901 E. Fourth in
Newton.

The free, fun, family
event features more than
30 booths, each with a
fun, hands-on activity.
Children completing at
least 10 booth activities
will receive a free book of
their choice.

Popular activities in-
clude petting a furry
friend, climbing through
a smoke tunnel, and
planting a rainbow. Sev-
eral new exhibitors will
be there, including vision
screenings (Newton

Lions Club), “When I
Grow Up” photo booth
(Newton Young Profes-
sionals), and a relay race
(Newton YMCA).

The event concludes
with an outdoor Treasure
Egg Hunt at 11 a.m.
hosted by Newton Young
Professionals. 

In addition to the fun,
families will learn about
services available
throughout the county
and will have the oppor-
tunity to meet with rep-
resentatives who will be
available to answer ques-
tions.  This popular an-
nual event draws
families from all commu-
nities in the county.

—For Newton Now

Man shot with beanbags, arrested for meth

Law enforcement shot
a Newton man three
times with a bean bag
gun after he failed to
comply with a search
warrant and officer direc-
tions. 

The man, Billy Hoyt, is
now in jail on charges of
distribution of metham-
phetamine.

Newton Police Lt. Scott
Powell said that the
Newton Police Depart-
ment had been investi-
gating Hoyt on a drug
case and had a search
warrant for both his
house and his truck. 

When law enforcement
spotted his truck in the
1100 Block of S Washing-
ton, they attempted to
pull him over. Both the

sheriff's
office and
Newton
Police De-
partment
responded.

Powell
said that,
through
their in-
vestigation, law enforce-
ment believed it was
possible that Hoyt had a
gun.

Powell said Hoyt did
not comply with police of-
ficer orders. 

“They were telling him
to get out with if the
truck,” he said. “He'd get
out and get back in. He
kept making sudden
movements.”

Eventually, law en-
forcement attempted to
subdue Hoyt with a taser.

Powell said both points of
the taser shot failed to
make contact with Hoyt.

Powell said Hoyt was
then shot three times by
beanbag guns in short
succession, twice by the
Newton Police Depart-
ment and once by the
sheriff's office. 

Powell said Hoyt was
hit in the legs and went
down.

Afterwards, he was
evaluated by EMS and
then transported to jail. 

Powell said police exe-
cuted search warrants for
both the man’s truck and
house and found meth in
both locations and a gun
in the man’s house. 

He was booked into jail
on charges of distribution
of methamphetamine.
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Hold the line on next
year's budget.

That was the consensus
of the direction given by
the Board of Harvey
County Commissioners to
County Administrator An-
thony Swartzendruber.

Swartzendruber briefly
spoke with the commis-
sion about budget priori-
ties for fiscal year 2019 at
the commission's meeting
on March 12. 

“I'd sure like to see at
least the mill levy held
flat,” Commissioner
Randy Hague said. “It
might be a slight increase
with the value change,
but I'd like to see it held
flat.”

Ron Krehbiel shared
that sentiment and added
that the county needs to
put its employees first
when looking at budgets.

“Personally, I think we
have to take care of our
employees,” he said.
“They're the ones that
keep the county going,
they're the work horses. I
think we got to keep them
going, make sure they're
getting a decent wage and
look to make the cuts
somewhere else.”

Employee starting
wages were briefly dis-
cussed, as the county has
a number of open posi-
tions—one in IT, one in
solid waste, one in road
and bridge and one at the
detention center—that it
has budgeted to be filled.

Swartzendruber said he
expected costs on insur-
ance to increase in the
next year. 

During the conversa-
tion, Krehbiel brought up
the possibility of selling
the 80-acre piece of prop-
erty the county previously
purchased to be used as a
fairground. 

Swartzendruber said
the county could look into
selling the property, but
looking at past experi-
ences, it should hold pub-
lic hearings to get
feedback on if that was

something the public
wanted to see happen. 

Commissioner Chip
Westfall pointed out that
the county was still pay-
ing off the property.
Hague said selling the
property wasn't high on
his list of priorities.

In other news, lead has
been removed from the
shooting range.

Swartzendruber said
that crews removed the
lead at the range in the
basement of the law en-
forcement center, accumu-
lated through years of
use.

He said work will now
move forward on investi-
gating that the necessary
duct work to vent the
range is in place. Ceiling
tiles at the range will be
replaced so they can be
wiped down instead of
thrown out to remove
lead. An exhaust fan will
be replaced in the range.
Swartzendruber said
there also has been dis-
cussion about replacing
the back stop so it can
trap more lead during the
shooting process.

ETC.
Previously, for account-

ing reasons, County Ad-
ministrator Anthony
Swartzendruber asked
the Harvey County Fair
Board to become a sepa-
rate legal entity. In doing
so, the organization in-
curred $512 in legal ex-
penses. Swartzendruber
recommended that the
county pay those costs. 

“My opinion, the benefit
it is to our organization
for them having gone off
on their own, I'd suggest
we cover the costs of
doing that,” he said.

The county approved
paying the amount. 

The commission offi-
cially signed an inter-
local agreement to
support the Harvey
County Drug Task Force.
The agreement represents
the cooperation of the
county and Harvey
County cities to provide
resources to the task force
and share revenues gen-
erated by the task force
from asset forfeitures.

Undersheriff Shawn
Chapman was recognized
for completing a 16-week
course at WSU that pro-
motes executive develop-
ment in public
administration.

County approved pay-
ing its weekly bills for
$134,654.

County commissioners
gave a shout out to the
Halstead High School
boys basketball team,
which won the 3A State
Boys Basketball Tourna-
ment on Saturday.

The sheriff's office gave
an update on February
cases. It recorded 487
traffic stops, wrote 31
tickets, made 28 arrests,
and worked 14 non-injury
accidents, three injury ac-
cidents and two deer acci-
dents.

The sheriff's depart-
ment is transitioning
from porcelain toilets and
sinks to stainless steel
toilets and sinks. Gay
said work is going on at
the jail to continue the
project. 

Rep. Tim Hodge, Demo-
crat, Newton, wants to
raise taxes on million-
aires to lower food sales
taxes.

Hodge testified on
March 12 in favor of
House Bill 2618, which
he authored, that would
establish a 10-percent tax
rate on shared incomes of
more than $1 million or
single incomes of more
than $500,000. 

Basically, under the
bill, a couple's first $1
million would be taxed at
the state's current 5.75
percent tax rate.

After that, additional
income would be taxed at
10 percent.

Hodge suggested that
the tax plan would help
pay for a bill that would
lower sales taxes on food
to 3.25 percent and help
the state increase fund-
ing to essential services,
such as schools and
roads.

“Are you more scared of
your donors or voters?” he
asked the House Taxation
Committee. “In my case,
I'm more afraid of my
voters, because in my
case, there's not many of
them that give me fund-
ing from the top tax
bracket.”

A fiscal note presented

by the
Kansas
Legislative
Research
Depart-
ment esti-
mated that
the tax in-
crease would
retroactively
generate $307.9 million
for fiscal year 2019 and
$241.2 million for 2020. 

The note stated that it
would affect around 200
people filing joint taxes
and between 900 to 1,000
people filing taxes singu-
larly.

“In Harvey County,
which is where I'm from,
there are 20 joint filers
that would be affected by
this and seven single fil-
ers in this,” he said.
“There are 37,000 people
in my county that could
possibly get their roads
fixed, their schools
funded and their sales
tax lowered.”

Hodge noted in his tes-
timony that Federal In-
come Tax decreases cut
taxes for people in the top
bracket by 18 percent,
leaving space for such a
tax.

Hodge received push-
back following his testi-
mony.

Rep. Ken Corbett, a
Republican of Topeka,
asked Hodge if under his
plan the people who use
the least government
services would be taxed

more.
Hodge replied that the

people who receive high
tax incomes depend on
working class Kansans to
work in their businesses
and provide their serv-
ices. 

Corbett said that with
people leaving Kansas,
the state should work to
be more tax friendly to
bring people in.

Hodge said that people
left the state because of
lackluster services the
state provides and in-
creases on items such as
sales tax.

“I don't know if it's the
poor billionaires we
should be worried about,”
he said. 

Rep. Kristey Wiliams,
a Republican of Augusta,
expressed worry that
such a tax would put
Kansas income tax on the
top bracket at higher
rates than those in other
states that she listed, in-
cluding Maine, New Jer-
sey and New York. 

“You don't beat Califor-
nia, so you're doing
good,” she said to a few
chuckles in the room.

David Traebert director
of the conservative
Kansas Policy Institute,
said the state had a
spending problem, tax
wouldn't be a welcome
sign and the tax does
nothing to move state out
of four decades of stagna-
tion.

“Only California and
Hawaii would have a
larger marginal income
tax,” Traebert said. “That
would be a go away sign.”

David Murry of the Na-
tional Federation of Inde-
pendent businesses spoke
against the bill as well. 

“This bill is an affront
to Kansas business own-
ers,” he said. “That's
something we see on the
left and right coast and
not what we want to
bring to the heartland.”

Other opponent con-
cerns centered on
wealthy people leaving
the state if it enacted
such a tax.

Hodge also testified on
a bill that would raise
corporate taxes to 10 per-
cent on profits made of
more than $1 million,
which would apply to 665
out of 27,000 corporate
taxpayers and was esti-
mated to generate
around $296 million for
fiscal year 2019.

Hodge made similar
points in favor of the cor-
porate tax increase as he
did with the personal in-
come tax increase and
was met with resistance
from many of the same
groups that opposed his
income tax increase.

Judging from the ques-
tions and political make
up of the committee, it
does not seem likely ei-
ther bill would make it
out of committee.
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ACROSS
1. Necklace lock
6. Put together
9. "To ____ and to hold"
13. Hindu sage
14. Hula dancer's orna-
ment
15. *Morning show
16. Front wheels alignment
17. St. crossroad
18. Excessively fat
19. *Pablo Escobar's story
21. *"Game of ____"
23. Once around
24. Russian autocrat
25. "Four score and seven
years ____"
28. Respiratory rattling
30. Sage's forte
35. Uh-uh
37. Iranian money
39. Deep skin layer
40. "Just ____ ____"
41. Affirmatives
43. Shark's provision
44. Kidney-related
46. *Use QVC
47. Certain Scandinavian
48. Pupil protector
50. Dealing with a problem
52. Acronym on Pinterest
53. City sound
55. Not a friend
57. *"The Mindy ____" or
"____ Runway"
61. *Handmaid of Gilead
64. Painting support
65. Greedy one
67. *"You're ____!"
69. Small streams
70. Between E and NE
71. Food safety threat
72. *"American ____"
73. Poor man's caviar
74. Relieves

DOWN
1. Tube in old TV
2. ____ share

3. On a cruise, e.g.
4. Bake, as in eggs
5. Crab's grabber
6. "Sad to say..."
7. *Aziz Ansari in "Master
of None"
8. South Beach and such
9. Great Depression drifter
10. Port in Yemen
11. Flower holder
12. Windows to the soul?
15. Full of tribulations
20. Estrogen producer
22. *"Hee ____," (started in
'60s)
24. "English Afternoon"
stop
25. *Johnson of "Blackish"
26. Soft and sticky
27. Speak one's mind
29. *"Big Little ____"
31. Narcissist's love
32. Apple alternative
33. Yemeni neighbor
34. *a.k.a. Manuel Alberto
Javier Alejandro Delgado
36. Et alibi
38. *J.B. Smoove in "Curb
Your Enthusiasm"
42. Attractiveness in ap-
pearance
45. Type of false news, pl.
49. Holiday mo.
51. English treat
54. Former anesthetic
56. *"Saving Hope" actress
Durance
57. *She played Roz on
"Frasier"
58. Surprise at a
speakeasy
59. Nobel Peace Prize capi-
tal
60. Congeal
61. Type of molding
62. Aphrodite's son
63. Expunge
66. Lennon's partner
68. Bad-mouth

THEME: POPULAR TV

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Tax Planning & Preparation
Electronic Filing

Financial Statements
Auditing Services
Estate Planning & 
Trust Accounting

Bookkeeping � Payroll

301 North Main, Suite 110
Newton, KS  67114-3459

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
Thursday, March 22 • 7:00 pm

MIDWEST LAND SPECIALISTS.COM
www.auctionspecialists.com

Halstead Senior Center, 
535 Poplar, Halstead, KS

Vern Koch, 
316.772.6318

Steve McCullough, 
316.288.5516

Selling 55.65 surveyed Acres located 1 mile 
North of Halstead Cemetery. 

Partial Legal:  S 1/2 – SE 1/4 –Sec 14- TWP
235-R2W, Harvey County, Kansas

Midwest Land Specialists, Inc. & Agents are representing the
Seller.  For Terms, Conditions & other information call Vern
316.772.6318

E-EDITIONS AVAILABLE FOR SUBSCRIBERS ONLINE AT WWW.HARVEYCOUNTYNOW.COM

Hodge testifies for tax plan
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Hodge

County commission wants to put employees first
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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Weigh in

Meridian Center
idea carries

upside and risk
for the city

We've often spoke against the phrase “Well, that's
how we've always done it.”

It's a lazy phrase and way of thinking. It keeps peo-
ple from coming up with new ideas and re-evaluating
existing ones. 

So when we heard that the city was considering tak-
ing over operations of the Meridian Center, we
thought, let's hear them out. 

The city paid and is still paying $3.6 million to con-
struct its convention center, and according to City
Manager Bob Myers, pays around $100,000 annually
for Kemper Sports to manage it.

In exchange, Newton has a great convention venue
that's well run, friendly, serves good food and also is a
great community patron. 

From 2011 to 2017, the city estimated that the con-
vention center hosted more than 1,200 events, with
90,000 visitors to the venue.

We at the paper worked with the center to hold mul-
tiple events. 

The Meridian Center staff has continued to work to
make the location revenue neutral. Revenue numbers
have improved since it opened. The location has of-
fered events like brunches and Valentine’s dinners to
bring in more funding and residents. 

Still, while the center is getting closer to being rev-
enue neutral, revenues were around $68,000 less than
expenditures for 2016.

Sales tax from the city helps pay for those operating
expenses. 

So Myers's idea is this: the city should manage its
building, save the operating contract, push the center
toward its revenue neutral goal and move forward.

The city would retain the management fee. The city
would have direct control over a venue that it helps
pay for with tax dollars. And if the city could get the
center to being revenue neutral, that could amount to
more city savings. 

Myers said those savings would be used to pay for
capital improvements at Sand Creek Station Golf
Course as well as provide some improvement help to
the Meridian Center. 

If such a vision goes as planned, the city could avoid
spending extra money on the golf course, which will
begin to need significant work to keep up greens,
bunkers and its golf cart fleet. 

Sounds like a grand solution.
However, such a solution involves a lot of moving

parts.
First, to keep the same quality of service, the city

would likely have to maintain the Meridian Center
staff. 

The staff would have to be released from Kemper
Sports and choose to work for the city. Kemper Sports
would likely have to consent to the changes, some-
thing that Myers thought would be possible, since the
city would invest the savings into Sand Creek Station,
which Kemper also manages. 

The Meridian Center has built up a reputation for
being a quality venue, and the training and develop-
ment offered by Kemper Sports has likely led to such a
reputation. Then the city would have to be able to
manage the convention center at a similar or better
level than it is currently being managed, if it wants to
hit its goal of being revenue neutral. 

The city would also have to continue to manage the
facility when there is turn over and hire competent
staff to run it. The city would also now be in the con-
vention center business. 

If that business was so easy, the question would be
why did it contract with Kemper Sports in the first
place? 

Finally, the change in management would make the
convention center subject to the whims and ideas of
the Newton City Commission. Some of the “out of the
box” thinking commissioners like to talk about doesn't
exactly translate to a stable business model. 

All of this is to say Myers’s idea could be a good one.
He said staff is working to crunch numbers on it.

We'd recommend they do some crunching and then
crunch again and then step back and see if the idea
still makes sense. Then they should have public hear-
ings about it, as it's the public's building. We know of
a good venue for that in Newton. And if the commis-
sioners feel absolutely sure about the change, after re-
ceiving public input, only then should they decide to
move forward. 

The Meridian Center represents a long-term project
that's taken a lot of work and thinking to get it to this
point. 

If this change would be bungled, the city would go
from spending money on a well-run location that
draws in thousands of people as well as out-of-town
dollars, to being responsible for a center that has a
growing revenue gap and shrinking attendance. Drops
in attendance then shrink some of the financial bene-
fits such a change would have. 

This change could have a lot of upside, but it also
carries risk. 

The city really needs to make sure the juice is worth
the squeeze.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

On retribution and justice
Ifirmly support readily avail-

able and robust legal defense
for people accused of crimes.

I generally oppose incarceration
of people unless their behavior
threatens to directly harm and in-
fringe upon the rights of innocent
people.

I support reformative justice. 
I think that mandatory mini-

mums often remove judgment and
thinking from sentencing and, in
some cases, can be draconian. 

These are strong political beliefs
I hold. 

Yet, after following the Nachti-
gal case for two years, and sitting
through Thursday’s graphic re-
counting of what the couple did to
two children, I wanted to see them
locked away in a dark cell and for-
gotten about.  I wanted to see
them spend far more than 32
months in prison. 

Judge Joe Dickinson, who
handed down the sentence, is an
infinitely more experienced and
learned man than myself.

He reasoned that the crimes
were far too heinous to grant the
defense’s sentencing request of
probation. However, he noted that
no amount of prison time would
make their children's lives any
better. He noted that, outside of
abusing the children, the couple
had no record or proclivity for
crime. Their positive public per-
sona before the crime reflected
that. 

And as for rehabilitation, three
years or 15 years in prison would-
n't make a difference when it came
to the psychological treatment
they would receive.

So he handed down a sentence
that would put them in jail but
was far from as punitive as it
could be. 

Looking at all the beliefs I hold,
I should have agreed with his rul-
ing, which he presented in a rea-
sonable manner. 

Yet it’s days later, and I'm still
angry. 

I'm angry that you could sell pot
by a school and face a minimum of
four years in prison, while you
could systemically beat, starve and
torture a child inside the school for
years and walk out with 32
months in jail. 

I'm angry that these people
could hide behind a facade of holi-
ness and righteousness while
abusing their children. 

I'm angry at the people who con-
tinued to support the couple, who
put the children on trial, arguing
that their behavior or physical
problems somehow justified the
Nachtigals’ starvation and beat-
ings.

And I still get angry about their
GoFundMe page I ran across, ask-
ing people to pay for another trip
of theirs to Peru in order to “fur-
ther the kingdom of God.”

I missed the part where Jesus
liked to break children's legs.

Plato explained in “The Repub-
lic” that a man is made up of three
parts: the part that seeks reason,
the part that seeks honor and ret-
ribution and the part that seeks
desire. His concept of a just man
was a man whose reason governed
the other two parts.

The anger at the sentencing I
think we all feel is a call for retri-
bution. Horrible things like what
the Nachtigals did shouldn't hap-

pen, they offend us, and we want
to see the tools we have available
used to crush such offenses. This
is not an uncommon human wish.
This is the retribution we once
sought in public stoning.

Despite the fact that reason was
presented in the sentence, I'm
stuck wishing the punishment was
worse. 

This leaves me in a state ques-
tioning my anger or what I previ-
ously viewed as a well-reasoned
approach to our criminal justice
system. 

Perhaps I'm a hypocrite, now
confronted with reality. Perhaps
my views have changed.

Perhaps I draw the reformative
justice line when it comes to tor-
turing children.

I think I'm OK with that, even if
that means I have stepped a small
step away from the path of reason.

This trial was a horrible and
ugly thing to report on. 

Yet I take solace and hope that
it makes us more likely to report
suspected child abuse and evalu-
ate our behaviors, thoughts and
institutions that permit abuse to
continue.

I hope everyone reads about
what these people did and that
they will never be welcome back in
this community.

I hope the friends and family of
the couple's supporters read the
story and evaluate the supporters’
characters accordingly.

There was not the accounting
that I feel many involved in the
case hoped for.

But those guilty will go to jail,
and those victimized will have to
continue piecing together their
shattered lives.

I hope they find the peace.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at 316-281-7899 or
adam@harveycountynow.com.

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

There's always a new way to see things
“There’s a story behind every per-

son...Sometimes you only know
their name, not their story.” –
Goodreads

Thanks to an Americano and
in spite of an icy sidewalk, I
started one day last week

with a chance encounter that woke
up my view of, well, just about
everything.

Anne Lamott said, “Sometimes
heaven is just a new pair of
glasses.”

That’s true in its literal meaning
and another meaning entirely.
There’s always a new way to see
things, an alternate way to ap-
proach things and, best of all, a
deeper story waiting to be heard.

I debated stopping for coffee
that morning due to the icy side
roads and icier sidewalks, but
sometimes, when caffeine calls,
you have to suck it up and answer.

The drink was what I expected,
a consistency I appreciate when
getting Starbucks, but the conver-
sation I had was neither consis-
tent nor expected with my typical
mornings.

I was at the Starbucks kiosk in
the new Shari Flaming Center for
the Arts in Hillsboro, waiting in
line with the man who casually
mentioned he had watched the
building going up via livestream
from Nebraska. After we chatted a
little about iron fittings and stone,
he mentioned that his wife’s name
is on the front of the building.

I have lived in Hillsboro for
going on 20 years but have no per-
sonal connection to the college. I
watched the new arts building
going up from afar. Beyond one
self-guided tour and being a semi-
regular coffee customer, my knowl-
edge of the project has been pretty

low.
I assumed the name of the

building was from a former stu-
dent or maybe a faculty member
wanting to give back to their alma
mater.

My first question was if he or his
wife had been students, which he
told me they had not. I tried to
make any kind of local connection
with people I knew in town, and
he told me he doesn’t have a his-
tory with the community, either.

My mind wandered, trying to
form a reasonable explanation as
to why anyone would donate so
much money to an institution and
random small town they share no
history with.

I decided to turn down my inter-
nal dialogue and just listen. It’s
amazing what that can do, isn’t it?

His story was swift and sweet
but mostly emotional. It’s his story
to tell, but I can summarize it by
highlighting these elements: a
calling to contribute, leaving a
legacy, and ultimately the big
one—finding a lasting way to
honor the love he has for his wife,
who has suffered from Alzheimer’s
for several years.

I am sure he had told that story
before, but I feel fortunate he told
it to a random coffee drinker that

morning.
I was moved by a stranger’s

story—who doesn’t love a genuine
love story—and the power that is
created when a cause, the means
and that love come together.

It was a quick encounter that
changed the way I thought all day
long—and still.

As I grabbed my oversized cup
and skated back to my car, I was
happy to justify my thought that
it’s never a bad day for an Ameri-
cano and, as it turned out, an even
better day to “slip on a new pair of
glasses.”

Shelley Plett is a columnist and
graphic designer for Kansas 

Publishing Ventures, the parent
company of Newton Now.

PARTS OF SPEECH

SHELLEY PLETT

Please come to candidate forum 
What interesting and exciting Kansas elections are

coming up in 2018! There are so many candidates to
learn about in order to be prepared to vote in the Pri-
mary Election on August 7. 

Here is an opportunity to help us with this chal-
lenge. Next month, the Reno and Harvey County De-
mocrats will host a forum with all the Democratic
candidates for governor, on Saturday, April 28. This
event will be at the Stringer Fine Arts Center, 600
East 11th Street, Hutchinson, on the Hutchinson
Community College Campus, 3 to 5 p.m.

This forum is free and open to the public. Please join
us. Meet the candidates. Hear what they have to say
about issues that are important to us. 

Arnita Haury
Chair, Harvey County Democrats

My first question
was if he or his
wife had been
students, which
he told me they
had not. I tried
to make any
kind of local 
connection with
people I knew in
town.
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Ibelieve that I have officially
entered in to a new kind of
“low” as I live in the midst of

our construction war zone.
Even though my handy man

and I decided to bite the bullet
and hire a sheet rocker to finish
our upstairs walls and we see new
progress every day, the process
has been completely overwhelm-
ing for my homemaker’s heart.

Gypsum powder has not only
taken complete control of our
home but has also rudely dis-
rupted all of the small aspects of
home that I had arranged in the
nooks of our home.

The powder is in my purse, in
my shoes, on the pieces of mail
I’ve placed on the counter and on
my kitchen table. 

While I understand that my
“stuff” has to be moved and
shoved around in order for
progress to be made, I feel like
I’ve been robbed of my only com-
forts of home. My master bed-
room, my getaway, has turned
into a hoarder’s nest for all of the
things that we don’t wish to be ru-
ined by dust or large droplets of
sheet rock mud. 

There’s nothing worse than
coming home after a long work
day to cook supper, only to have to
perform an archaeological dig as
you would to uncover a dinosaur
to find my stove. Some days I'm

just tired and end up calling my
handyman on his way home from
work to ask for  burgers and
shakes for supper. Though I love a
burger, once I’m finished eating,
the wife guilt ensues for not mak-
ing something myself. 

That’s when I silently vow that
once this construction process is
over, I will make everything from
scratch. 

I’ll get a steer to butcher my
beef and plant a small wheat field
in the backyard to harvest and
make my own buns so that I will
no longer have to feel guilty about
eating a hamburger ever again. 

Just when I think that I am
going to be swallowed up in my
sheet rock dust, a little light
shines at the end of the tunnel.
You see, where there’s sheet rock
dust that means that a paint can
is nearby, and paint means the
end of my war on dust. Soon, roles

will begin to change, as my
handyman will step down as head
contractor, and I will get to step
up to my greatly anticipate role as
head decorator.

I’ve been working to collect
paint samples and am putting
splotches onto our fresh sheet
rock to take them out for a test
run. It’s amazing how much that
one little splash of color on the
wall gives me hope. It’s a little
sign on the wall that brightness
and color are ahead, and very
soon I won’t have to shop-vac our
supper table before we eat. 

People always tell me that my
handyman and I will look back
one day and remember how
chaotic and adventurous it was to
live in our dusty home for a little
while… But that’s when I’ll reach
down into my pocket, pull out a
handful of sheetrock dust and
throw it at ’em.

Dust has brought the cranky
out in me, and I’m so incredibly
thankful that this dusty season in
our life is nearly over. Maybe one
day I will want to remember the
dirty days of the Critchfield dust-
bowl of ’18, but today is not that
day. Bring on the color!

Courtney Critchfield is the mar-
keting director at the Newton Area

Chamber of Commerce.

Sheetrock sorrows soon to pass

Guest Editorial

School finance study
remains questionable

In recent years, the buzzword
in politics has been "trans-
parency."

Just about everyone has jumped
on the transparency bandwagon.

Our legislators certainly have
been talking about it. Only a
month ago, our new governor
signed a number of executive or-
ders demanding more trans-
parency from the state agencies
that report to him. Candidates for
office are promising, if elected of
course, more of it as well.

March 11-17 is Sunshine Week
in the United States, a time set
aside each year to remind citizens
how important transparency and
open government are to our partic-
ipatory democracy.

With all this talk about trans-
parency, you would think we
Americans would have the kind of
information we need to make ra-
tional decisions. However, at times
it seems we are all drowning in a
sea of misinformation, alternative
facts and fake news.

None of us is quite sure what, or
who, to believe any more. Our re-
sponse to this overabundance of
information, unfortunately, has
been to narrow our sources to just
those cable news outlets, websites,

newspapers and networks that re-
inforce our previously held beliefs.

Almost all of us do that. We
retweet only those comments that
conform to our agenda. We share
memes on Facebook that demonize
those who think differently. Some-
times, it seems like there is just
too much to absorb, so we do what
we can to silence all the chatter.
We simply tune out.

In his mid-19th century book
"Democracy in America," Alexis de
Tocqueville marveled at how
Americans relied on each other,
rather than royalty, to chart the
course for our nation.

Our system of self-government
is rather unique in the world, but
it places a premium on an in-
formed citizenry to make it work

properly.
This is becoming more difficult

all the time. Frankly, we can't
even agree on a common set of
facts about many subjects, which
makes it difficult to sit down, dis-
cuss issues and come to decisions
that reflect the common good.

Why is “sunshine” important?
“Publicity,” said Supreme Court

Justice Louis Brandeis, “is justly
commended as a remedy for social
and industrial diseases. Sunlight
is said to be the best of disinfec-
tants, electric light the most effi-
cient policeman.”

If we are to remain a free nation
and able to compete with the rest
of the world in the 21st century,
citizens must be well-informed.
One way to help is for government
to be open and transparent.

But we as citizens must play our
part as well. We must be willing to
widen the horizons of what we
read, listen to those who have dif-
ferent opinions and make sure all
voices become part of the discus-
sion.

That is true transparency.

Doug Anstaett is executive direc-
tor of the Kansas Press Association

and a former Newton resident.

Sunshine is the best disinfectant

HOME ON THE CHANGE
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DOUG ANSTAETT

February was Teen Dating Vi-
olence Awareness Month and
in honor of that, I thought I

would talk about teens and dating
relationships.

Teens are starting to have dat-
ing relationships sooner rather
than later, and we as adults need
to teach them how to show respect
in a relationship and treat each
other in a healthy way.

So what is a healthy relation-
ship when it comes to a teen? It
looks similar to an adult healthy
relationship, but with a lot more
respect. 

Teens are at a vulnerable age
where they are trying to figure
themselves out and to do that,
they will try anything! 

They will try every sport, music
trend, fashion trend, driving fast,
talking back, etc. They are learn-
ing what they like, what they don’t
like and what they really hate dur-
ing their teenage years. 

When it comes to a dating rela-
tionship, teens need to trust their
partners and respect their part-

ner’s decisions if it doesn’t match
their own.

We as adults need to teach them
how to speak up for what they
want, how to compromise with
their dating partner, how to be
supportive and how to respect
their partner’s privacy. 

The last one is a major one.
Teens can become infatuated when
in a dating relationship and can
forget that their dating partner
needs space sometimes. I know my
husband needs space from me
sometimes, but the difference is
that I do not have a teenage brain

anymore and I understand that is
normal. Sometimes teens do not
understand that and will con-
stantly text their dating partner.

How can we teach teens these
important dating “rules”? By talk-
ing to them and demonstrating it
in our relationships. 

Teens watch us every day and
mimic what we do, so we need to
pay attention to what we are
teaching our future generations.

Ann Pitts is the Harvey County
Extension agent, 4-H and human

development.

February was Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month

HARVEY COUNTY EXTENSION

ANN PITTS

When the Kansas Legislature passed the midpoint of
the current session, it was nowhere near resolving its
biggest challenge.

Last fall, the Kansas Supreme Court ruled the state’s
most recent plan to fund K-12 public schools failed to
provide a constitutionally adequate and equitable edu-
cation for all Kansas schoolchildren. The Legislature
has an April 30 deadline to report how it plans to re-
spond to the ruling.

State lawmakers struggling for answers amid a
budget crunch opted to pursue an in-depth study of the
cost of providing constitutional school funding. While
the idea sounded reasonable, the motives were question-
able.

Senate President Susan Wagle made it clear what she
wanted.

“We’re focused on finding experts who can help show
the court that funding is adequate,” the Wichita Repub-
lican said before consultants were hired.

That meant the Senate president had no interest in
seeing the state provide additional money for K-12 pub-
lic schools, which was no surprise, considering the con-
sistent anti-public education stand of her
ultraconservative side.

Prior work of an expert eventually selected to conduct
the study also was questionable. Lori Taylor, a professor
at Texas A&M University, was contracted along with
WestEd, a nonprofit education consultancy, to do the
work for Kansas.

In a 2005 school finance case in Texas, a judge indi-
cated Taylor’s research for the Texas Legislature was
“not credible” and “seriously flawed.”

And now in Kansas, there’s reason to question what
the state will receive for the $245,000 it forked over in
taxpayer dollars for the study. During a recent presenta-
tion by Taylor to members of the House and Senate, far-
right control of the exchange put limits on lawmakers’
questions and blocked follow-up questions.

A goal of the study is to evaluate costs needed to en-
sure favorable student outcomes. Details of benchmarks
needed to better understand the study’s eventual recom-
mendations weren’t made clear, however.

Ideally, findings of the study to be received by March
15 will provide useful information. Legislators face a
tight deadline to deliver a plan.

But considering how the process unfolded, the study
must be viewed with a wary eye by lawmakers and all
others in the state.

—The Garden City Telegram

Shorter board of education
meetings needed

The Newton School Board should either meet twice a
week when it sets its schedule next year or change its
meeting format to shorten the length of the meetings.

It had a four-hour board meeting in February. It had a
three-hour meeting last week. Such lengthy meetings
serve as a deterrent for public participation and stymie
discussion near the end of the meeting. 

We saw that at the past two meetings. This week,
Board Member Angela Becker attempted to have a dis-
cussion about the necessity of student fees, and the sub-
ject of moving the meeting forward and time came up as
the meeting had already lasted for two hours.  

Superintendent Deb Hamm graciously pushed back a
discussion of board priorities for the district as meeting
time approached the three-hour mark. 

How the meetings are structured, new businesses is
placed at the last half of the meeting. For a patron in-
terested in hearing the business discussed or witnessing
the action part of the meeting, that presents a difficulty.
It is hard to gauge when such a topic will come up. And
for most people, it's hard to set aside a four-hour block
of time to attend each board meeting. We're a newspa-
per and are used to covering such things, but even for
us, a four-hour meeting represents a considerable re-
source commitment, especially when the meeting is on
topics that seem relatively mundane. It's not like they
were talking about closing a school or changing district
boundaries at the last two meetings.

The Newton City Commission meetings and Newton
County Commission meetings are usually much shorter
than the school board meetings.

That's likely because such bodies meet more than one
time a month. The Newton School Board used to do this
as well. 

The board voted to add extra meetings in March,
April and June at this week’s meeting. And it should
probably consider a two-meeting format when it comes
to its future schedule.  

Another option would be to use work sessions, where
board members can take no action but can view the var-
ious student and staff presentations which have been
taking up a good amount of its meeting time.

A third option would simply be to remove some of the
presentations all together, but we agree that it is nice to
give district students the experience of showing off what
they learn to the board and to the crowd present. 

This isn't a knock on the school district. At least it’s
having its discussions at these long meetings and not in
a coffee shop or private event.

But we look for ways to encourage conversation and
public participation in all events, and shorter and more
focused meetings, in our opinion, would help accomplish
such goals. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board

Editorial

Teens watch us every
day and mimic what
we do, so we need to
pay attention to what
we are teaching our
future generations. Say what?

The extremists are afraid
of books and pens; the
power of education
frightens them. They are
afraid of women.

Malala Yousafzai
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who came over on the
“health record,” but they
were partially trained.

“It's really hard to shut
down a primary-care
clinic,” Schmidt said.
“People get sick.”

They had to make a lot
of the transition on the
fly, he said, and still meet
the patient need. In other
words, their first phase
included getting all of the
basic core elements down
to allow them to function.

Schmidt said he thinks
everyone felt like the first
phase was like the saying
“drinking from a fire
hose” and that there's no
real hard edge that exists
between the first and sec-
ond phases.

Near the end of 2016,
Via Christi Hospitals in-
formed Newton Medical
Center they did not plan
to renew their 20-year
lease on their clinic on the
hospital campus. The
clinic closure would have
greatly decreased access
in Newton to primary-
care providers, and
Health Ministries acquir-
ing the local Via Christi
clinic was the solution the
local health-care commu-
nity came up with.

Setting up the clinic's
infrastructure was one
goal, and there were other
goals.

“One of the goals from
the outset of this was to
maintain the vibrant
provider that was here
and had existed in the
community for decades,”
Schmidt said.

All the primary-care
physicians stayed on, and
they also still work with
surgeon Dr. John
McEachern. Others
stayed on, as well, and
this is a testament to
their individual commit-
ment to the community

and decision to make this
work, Schmidt said. One
physician who had been
with Via Christi for years,
Dr. Ron Stevens, retired
before the merger.

“Everybody else re-
mained,” Schmidt said,
which included mid-lev-
els, like nurse practition-
ers.

That was one of the
goals of the project,
Schmidt added, “so that
feels really good.”

On the medical side,
they have nine physicians
and five nurse practition-
ers, as well as a psychi-
atric nurse practitioner
and a half-time child psy-
chiatrist. Of the nine
physicians, two are pedia-
tricians, one is in internal
medicine and six are fam-
ily practice.

There's not a smooth

distinction between the
first and second phases,
Schmidt said. The first
component included just
bringing everyone to-
gether and physically in-
tegrating the two
practices. 

“The dynamics that sur-
rounded our acquisition of
the Via Christi practice
were unique,” Schmidt
added.

One of those was time
constraint, and they did-
n't have the time to do the
project like they would've
liked. They had to install
the IT infrastructure in a
few days, for instance. 

Now, they're recogniz-
ing they need to move be-
yond basic needs, Schmidt
said, and conversations
are shifting to how they
can exceed expectations.

“The staff really did an

amazing job and were fan-
tastic,” Schmidt said.
“Everyone worked really
hard. There's energy and
there's drive to take the
next step now. We want
this to be better.”

He added they're faced
with a dialectic, which is
when two opposing things
are true at the same time.
He said they're doing the
best they can, and they're
recognizing the places
where they can be better.

They recognize the need
to blend their cultures
and come up with a
shared sense of who they
are and where they're
going. They didn't have
time to do that at first.

“We have great individ-
uals who work here, and
we just want to make sure
we're rowing in the same
direction, making sure we

have a shared sense of
purpose,” Schmidt said.

Schmidt also said one of
the questions they have is
how all community
health-care facilities can
serve the community.

“How can we work to-
gether on that vision?” he
asked, adding they see
other health-care entities
not as competition but as
collaborators.

Schmidt is appreciative
of their patrons.

“We're grateful for the
patience of our patients,”
he said, adding Health
Ministries was aware of
the enormity of the proj-
ect and compression of
time and that, for the
most part, the patients
have acknowledged that.
“Most of what I've heard
from people, we've been
part of a solution to keep
their provider in the com-
munity. Of course, we've
had situations where peo-
ple have become frus-
trated, and we work every
day to fix those. We're not
done.”

Throughout the process,
Schmidt said they've done
a lot of talking in making
sure the focus stays on
the right things, and for
them, it's providing qual-
ity care. That process, he
said, is never finished, as

they do continual quality
improvement assess-
ments.

“From the very begin-
ning, we knew this project
wouldn't be successful if it
was ours alone,” Schmidt
said, adding they needed
staff, doctors, Newton
Medical Center and their
board to be involved, as
well as other community
agencies.

“The hospital has been
and continues to be a fan-
tastic partner for us,”
Schmidt said.

What the acquisition of
the old Via Christi loca-
tion did for Health Min-
istries was help them
more truly become a
health center for the en-
tire community, and they
offer services on a sliding
scale.

They also have other
goals.

“[To] make sure our
services are being pro-
vided at the level every-
one would be proud to
receive,” Schmidt said,
adding they make sure
services are available to
everyone. “If you have the
best insurance money can
buy, we want you to feel
welcome here, and if you
have no insurance, we
want you to feel welcome
here.”

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Dr. Angel Teck looks at information in a patient room on Monday after-
noon. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Registered Nurse Vanessa Sanchez, right, talks to Dr. Angel Teck on Monday afternoon at Health Ministries
in Newton.
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fall of 1984, while Donna started
full time in fall 1986, although she
was working some in the district be-
fore that.

“The odds of us getting a job in
the same school with the same de-
grees in a small town—we were just
really lucky,” Donna said during a
March 2017 interview for Newton
Now.

From that point on, the Woolerys
never felt like leaving, and it’s been
a great place to raise their children,
Jessie and Danielle, now adults,
who pursued careers in music.

This academic year, the Woolery
couple has a variety of music teach-
ing duties in the Newton school dis-
trict, in addition to private lessons
they teach. Donna has five choirs at
NHS, while Keith teaches band and
Jazz Ensemble I at NHS, fifth- and
sixth-grade band at Santa Fe by
team teaching with Greg Bergman,
band for fifth- through eighth-
graders at St. Mary’s School, sev-
enth- and eighth-grade jazz band at
Chisholm Middle School and sum-
mer school. In addition, Keith is the
NHS head bowling coach and di-
rects the Great Plains Jazz Orches-
tra, which is independent of any
school.

After the Woolerys start the next
phase in life, the Ives couple will
have a variety of teaching duties.

Tyler will be the 5-12 band direc-
tor, and Amy will be the high school
vocal music director and plans to
look into having a guitar club.

Currently, the Ives couple teaches
in the Music Department in Garden
Plain, with Tyler instructing the
fifth- through 12th-grade band and
high school choir, while Amy teaches
kindergarten through eighth-grade
music.

Because they used to have lunch
together at school, one of the secre-
taries teased them.

“We used to eat lunch together,
and the secretary would make fun of
us and say we needed candles at our
lunch table while we sat in the cafe-
teria and ate with the students,”
Amy said, after stating they aren’t
very romantic and their dates usu-
ally consist of going to Home Depot
for home projects or golfing once in
a while.

“The last few years we have been
each other's prom dates, so I guess
that could be considered romantic,”
Amy said. “We spend a lot of time
together.”

They wanted to come to Newton
for several reasons, and they’ll still
get to spend a lot of time together.

“We know that Newton has had a
reputation for great music,” Amy
said. “We love that Newton is
known for supporting music. We
want our children to have the oppor-
tunities that Newton has to offer
them.”

The couple, who plans to move to
Newton, has two children, who will
be in grades three and five next
school year and will attend Newton
schools.

They look forward to moving to
Newton.

“We are excited,” Amy said. “New-
ton is a great town, especially for
music. The job starts next year, but
there is a summer band program, so
Tyler might be starting in June.”

The couple hasn’t always taught
at the same location. Their first
teaching jobs were in Eureka, where
Amy taught 6-12 vocal, while Tyler
instructed 5-12 band.

“We shared the office and really
enjoyed teaching together,” Amy
said. “We currently teach together
in Garden Plain, and we make a
good team. We help each other at
concerts, and we use each other as
guest conductors for our groups.”

Other music experience they have
is Amy teaching classroom guitar,
and Tyler instructing Jazz Band
and being the Shocker Sound (Wi-
chita State basketball pep band) di-
rector from 2008-10.

Before they ever taught together,
they met at Missouri Western State
College in choir.

“We were actually dance partners
the spring we started dating,” Amy
said.

Each also has developed teaching
philosophies. Tyler said his are
“Teach for real-life application” and
“It’s good to have fun, but it’s more
fun to be good.” Amy’s are “Everyone
has a voice” and “People join choir
because they love to sing; they stay
in choir because they make a
friend.”

Throughout their lives, the Ives
couple has gained music experience,
in addition to teaching.

“I was a three-year All-State
medalist in band, jazz band and
choir,” Tyler said. “I made a Na-
tional Junior College Honor Choir. I
was in the All-Collegiate Band and
Choir. My dad is recently retired
after teaching for 36 years. Trumpet
is my main instrument. During my
master's, I was trained to be a brass
specialist. I play electric bass and
sing harmony parts in the praise
bands at my church.”

Amy said she grew up in Missouri
and was an All-State soprano both
years she was eligible. She also was
a member of the All-Collegiate
Choir and was lead in many college
operettas, including the mother in
“Amahl and the Night Visitors.” She
plays guitar and violin and drums
for the praise bands at church.

Each has goals for their classes.
Tyler wants to get the jazz band

to perform at KMEA and wants to
keep the band program growing and
strong.

“I am excited to have multiple
choirs,” Amy said. “I am looking for-
ward to getting to know the stu-
dents and their goals for the choirs
at NHS. I want to keep traditions
alive, yet I am excited to see what
we can do to enrich what is already
there.”

She said she has a lot of experi-
ence with a variety of vocal groups,
including jazz choir, show choir,
madrigal choir and a capella groups.

“I also enjoy being involved in
musicals,” she said.

MUSIC
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craft engine, $86,840 to be re-
turned from escrow payments
made to the city and $170,088
for improvements made to
Hangar W, as well as a re-
lease from the lease the com-
pany was a part of.

As legal proceedings contin-
ued, the damage request for
the aircraft was removed, and
the suit was amended to just
ask for the escrow payments
and improvement costs.

The suit alleges that
Palomino Oil reported to the
airport multiple times the
presence of foreign objects on
the runway, such as gravel,
steel shot, rocks and pellets,
which the airport failed to ad-
dress.

The lawsuit also alleged
that the airport's failure at
the time to address non-work-
ing runway lights, vegetation
on the runway, a pothole on
the taxiway E, non-working
wind indicators, rarely-
mowed grass around their
hangar and vehicles racing on
the airport runway deprived
Palomino Oil of reasonable
benefits they expected to re-
ceive through a lease agree-
ment. 

The lawsuit states that the
company paid $5,825 a month
to rent the hangar, with the
city keeping $3,340 a month
to be held in an escrow ac-
count. 

A court document set a trial
to be held between the plain-
tiff and the governing bodies
that own the airport on Sept.
10, 2018, at 9 a.m. A pretrial
conference was scheduled
March 12.

The document also outlined
dates for submitting lists of

witnesses and evidence with
some many of those deadlines
set for the first three months
of this year. 

The city and county co-own
the airport. Both governing
bodies have been holding ex-
ecutive sessions to discuss
matters privileged under at-
torney-client privilege at the
governing bodies’ recent
meetings.

County Attorney Greg Nye
billed the county for “services-
civil litigation” from the dates
of Feb. 20 to March 6 for
$2,041.90, according to the
weekly register of claims the
Board of Harvey County
Commissioners approved pay-
ing at its March 12 meeting. 

Both defendants and plain-
tiffs submitted lists of wit-
nesses for the trial to the
court and each other. 

The list of witnesses in-
cludes current Airport Man-
ager Brian Palmer, as well as
former Airport Manager
Kevin Timmermeyer. Tim-
mermeyer left the airport in
2014 and was later charged
with fraud and theft for skim-
ming off the top of agricul-
tural payments made to the
airport during his tenure.
Those cases are still in the
court system. Timmermeyer
was working for Palomino Oil
at the time of his arrest in
August of 2016. 

Airport tenants are also
listed as witnesses, along
with farmers who used the
land around the airport and
City Engineer Suzanne
Loomis.

Since 2016, a significant
amount of repair work has
taken place at the airport. 

The airport undertook a
project to repair taxiway
lights in the summer of 2016
after receiving a Kansas De-

partment of Transportation
grant.

In April 2017, the Newton
City Commission approved
paying $22,764 for part of the
cost of a $400,000, plus reha-
bilitation project for Runway
826.

The airport currently plans
to build a new taxiway closer
to the runway.

This year, the City of New-
ton set a bid date of rehab-
bing taxiway C for March 29.

Airport Manager Brian
Palmer couldn't comment on
the Palomino lawsuit, but he
did say that all such repairs
were part of the airport's cap-
ital improvement plan.

He said runway light im-
provements were a necessity,
as they went out after previ-
ously having “Band-Aid
fixes.”

He said plans to improve
taxiway E have been in the
airport's capital improvement
plan since 2014 but need FAA
funding to happen.

“We'd love to be able to
rehab taxiway (E), but our
master plan calls for it to be
removed and replace, and it's
a $7 million project.”

This isn't the only recent
lawsuit the airport has dealt
with recently.

In November of 2017, the
city agreed to settle a 2016
lawsuit from Pilot Interna-
tional, which alleged airport
employees negligently moved
an aircraft resulting in dam-
age, $2,305 in repair costs
and a $75,000 drop in the air-
craft's value. 

Following the lawsuit, the
city filed a counter suit, ask-
ing for back pay for rent. The
city eventually settled the
suit and paid $5,500 to the
company, while neither party
admitted fault.

LAWSUIT
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Myers, and eventually the
city commission, took excep-
tion to the plan because it did
not allow the city right-of-
ways to put in roads along
the north and south ends of
the property. Myers said de-
velopers always offered right-
of-ways for roads to service
property and that Occidental
planned on selling those
rights of way.

“We've had heartburn that
the price tag they're putting
on the right away is right at
or more what they paid for
the 80 acres,” Myers said.

He also said that even with
a smaller development, the
city would have to put in traf-
fic lights along the road. He
said the city would need to

extend Wheatridge Drive,
which serves the YMCA and
Newton Medical Center,
across S. Kansas Avenue and
connect it to the west with
Windward Drive.

Myers said that the city
and Occidental should rewind
back to a previous “Tiff Light”
financing idea presented by
Occidental.

Under that plan, Occiden-
tal would pay for the public
improvements, and the city,
the county and the school dis-
trict would abate a portion of
new property taxes generated
by the development to pay for
improvements.

“It seems to me we're in the
fourth quarter and there's a
minute left in the game,”
Commissioner Leroy Koehn
said. “It's fair to everyone
concerned that you make a
final response to them with

the details laid out.”
Commissioner Glen Davis

had stronger words. 
“They need to come to us

with something that's reason-
able,” he said. “They keep
wasting our time and making
staff do unnecessary work.”

Hague said, to him, it
seemed like the company
could be looking to develop
the front of the property and
sell the rest off. He said that
the project was Occidental's
to sell to the city.

Koehn asked Myers to
relay what the commission
said to the company.

“We've done our due-dili-
gence and now we're done,”
he said.

If the city would get what
it's asking for from the com-
pany, then it seems it would
move forward working with
the county and school board.

REAL
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Anna Marie Myers,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Myers Jr. of Hal-
stead, and Jared Michael
Bergner, son of Gary
Bergner, Wichita, and
Linda Bergner, Sedgwick,
were married on Oct. 14,
2017. The ceremony was
at Redbud Party Barn in
Douglass, with pastor Dr.
Chuck Terrill officiating.

Given in marriage by
her father, the bride was
attended by Linda Gard-
ner, sister of the bride, as
matron of honor. Hailey
Myers, friend of the bride,
was maid of honor.
Guadalupe Espino and
Emma Price, friends of
the bride, were brides-
maids.

The best man was Kyle
Redger, friend of the
groom. Aaron Bailey,
Colton Harrel and Luke
Girard, friends of the
groom, were groomsmen.
Vivian Rose Gardner,
niece of the bride, and
Ember Skye Bergner,
daughter of the couple,
were flower girls. Jerome
Augustine Gardner,
nephew of the bride, was
the ring bearer. Ann
Reddy, aunt of the groom,
performed harp music for
the ceremony. A reception
was afterwards at the
same location.

The bride has a fire sci-

ence degree from
Hutchinson Community
College and is employed
with Wesley Hospital as a
PRN. She is also further-
ing her studies at
Hutchinson Community
College to become a regis-
tered nurse.

The groom has an auto-
motive technician degree
from Pratt Community
College and an emergency
medical services-para-
medic degree from
Hutchinson Community
College. He is employed
with the City of Newton
Fire/EMS Department as
a firefighter/paramedic.

After a honeymoon to a
resort near Broken Bow,
Okla., the couple resides
near Sedgwick.

NEWTON POLICE REPORTS
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Evelyn
Garrison was
reunited in
heaven on
Monday,
March 5,
2018, with
her husband,
daughter,
family and
friends.

Born to Rose and Floyd
Rumford, Evelyn grew up
in Abbyville. She married
Keith Garrison in 1947. In
addition to raising four
children, they were foster
parents to many infants. 

Evelyn (Gram) was pre-
ceded in death by her hus-
band, Keith Garrison;
daughter, Jana Young; her
parents; brother, Floyd
Rumford Jr.; and sister,
Glenna Dellenbach. 

She is survived by her
son, John Garrison (Jane)
of Prairie Village; son, Rus-
sell Garrison (Jennifer) of
Marietta, Ohio; son, Glen
Garrison (Arlene) of New-
ton; and son-in-law, Ed
Nelson of Springtown,
Texas. Gram also leaves
behind 13 forever blessed

grandchildren;
Kelly (Chris),
Kasey (Kate),
Kyler, Karen,
Becky (Tyler),
Marty (Gates),
Tim, Laura
(Matthew),
Emily, Sam,
Max, Cheyenne
and Montana;

and six great-grandchil-
dren, Izzy, Noah, Anna,
Garrison, Sadie and Ivy.

Funeral services were
March 12 at the Trinity
Heights United Methodist
Church of Newton. A public
visitation was March 11 at
Petersen Funeral Home in
Newton. Interment fol-
lowed the service at Rest-
lawn Gardens of Memory
in rural Newton.

In lieu of flowers, a me-
morial has been estab-
lished for the UMW
(United Methodist Women)
at Trinity Heights United
Methodist Church.

Evelyn will be missed by
all who knew her, given
her passion for helping oth-
ers with anything they
needed. 

EVELYN GARRISON

Ronald L. Potter, 81,
died Monday, March 12,
2018, at Life Care of Wi-
chita. He was born June
23, 1936, in Wichita to
Floyd Jewell and Ruth
Agnes (Marion) Potter. On
Aug. 24, 1979, he married
Rosie Marie Black at Wi-
chita, and she survives of
the home.

Ronald served his coun-
try in the U.S. Navy and
was retired from
Beechcraft in Wichita. He
had a love of motorcycles
and enjoyed road trips on
his bike with friends. He
served his fellow veterans
for many years as a mem-
ber of the Legion Riders
and the Patriot Guard.
Along with his fellow rid-
ers, they honored veterans
at their funerals all over
the area. Through the
years, Ronald kept the me-
morial folders of those sol-
diers and sailors he had
the honor to salute. He was
a loving husband, father
and caring friend and will

be missed by many
He was a member of the

American Legion Wayne G.
Austin Post No. 2 in New-
ton.

Ronald is survived by his
wife Rosie Marie of the
home; son Mike Potter of
Santa Maria, Calif.; daugh-
ters Kim Taylor of Capi-
tola, Calif., and Kelly
Potter Penniman of Santa
Cruz, Calif. He also is sur-
vived by several grandchil-
dren and
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in
death by his parents. 

Graveside committal
service will be at 11 a.m.
Friday, March 16, at Kechi
Cemetery in Kechi. The
casket will be open 15 min-
utes prior to the service at
the cemetery. Chaplain
Peter Hartman will offici-
ate the service. 

Memorials are suggested
to American Legion Riders
or Harry Hynes Hospice in
care of Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton.

RONALD POTTER

M. Lorraine Cummings,
91, died Sunday, March
11, 2018, at ComfortCare
Homes, Newton. She was
born Oct. 28, 1926, in
Dupo, Ill., to Cecil I. and
Beatrice M. (Williamson)
Duty. Lorraine was a
homemaker and member
of Highland Trinity United
Church of Christ. 

On Feb. 17, 1946, she
married Warren H. Cum-
mings in Newton. He died
Dec. 27, 2012.

Lorraine is survived by
children, Darryl Cum-
mings and wife Anita of
Hesston, Duane Cum-
mings and wife Mary of
Burrton, Peggy Schroeder
and husband Ken of Hills-
boro, Pand am Riley and
husband Markus of New-
ton; brother, Bruce Duty of
Lubbock, Texas; sisters,

Elosie Purrington of El
Paso, Texas, and Sharon
Robbins of Midland, Texas;
seven grandchildren; and
15 great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her parents;
brothers, David and Bill
Duty; and sister, Francelle
Hensley.

Cremation is planned.
Celebration of life serv-

ice will be at 2 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 15, at
Highland Trinity United
Church of Christ, Newton.
Private family inurnment
will take place. Family
will greet friends after the
service. Memorials may be
made to ComfortCare
Homes or Good Samaritan
Fund at Highland Trinity
UCC, in care of Miller-Ott
Funeral Home, Hesston.

M. LORRAINE CUMMINGS

HESSTON—Wilma
(Wenger) Friesen, 93, died
Friday, March 9, 2018, at
the Schowalter Villa in
Hesston.

She was born Wilma
Elene Wenger on March
11, 1924, to Homer Wenger
and Velma (Cook) Wenger.

Two brothers, Harry of
Wellman, Iowa, and Wayne
of Hindman, Ky., preceded
her in death, as did a
daughter-in-law Jane
Friesen, son-in-law Stanley
Roth and daughter-in-law
Kathleen Foster Friesen.

Survivors include her
husband, Paul of Hesston,
and children, including
Kelvin (Karen) of Archbold,
Ohio, with children Kim-
berly Kulp (Micah) and
Kathryn Friesen Kempf
(Scott); Janice Roth West
(Tom) of Wichita, with chil-
dren Zachary Roth and
Matthew Roth (Allison)
and great-grandchildren
Ella and Piper; Eric
(Wanda) of Cimarron, with
children Lana Unruh
(Kale) and great-grand-
daughter Keira and

Kendra Headrick (Slade)
and great-granddaughter
Sadie; Gregg (Joanna) of
Newton, with children Re-
becca and Kendall; Jon of
North Newton, with chil-
dren Blake and Jaecy; and
Jennifer LeFevre (Dennis)
of Woodland Park, Colo.,
with children Kaedi Baer
(Jesse) and Keegan. She is
remembered as a faithful,
quiet and kind person,
quick to respond and slow
to react, quick to forgive
and slow to judge. She will
be missed by many and re-
membered well. 

Services coordinated by
Miller Ott Funeral Home
of Hesston with visitation
from 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday,
March 17, are at the Hes-
ston Mennonite Church,
with a memorial service to
follow at 4 p.m. Interment
will be at Eastlawn Ceme-
tery in rural Zimmerdale.

Memorials can be as-
signed to either Harry
Hynes Memorial Hospice
or the Schowalter Villa
Good Samaritan Caring
Fund.

WILMA FRIESEN
Richard Loren Domme,

74, of Newton, died Friday,
March 9, 2018, at the Via
Christi Regional Medical
Center-St. Francis Campus
in Wichita.

He was born on Oct. 2,
1943, in Topeka, the son of
Joseph and Helen Snyder
Domme. Richard gradu-
ated from Silver Lake High
School, after which he en-
listed in the U.S. Air Force.

After being discharged
from the military, Richard
returned to Topeka and
went to work for the Santa
Fe Railroad. He was later
transferred to Newton,
where he would meet and
later marry Maria Anita
“Annie” Gonzalez on Sept.
3, 1966.

Richard was a member
of the American Legion
and was a man of many
traditions. He always of-
fered a helping hand as a
display of his caring na-
ture. He enjoyed wood
working, researching vari-
ous topics, morning walks,
watching sports and trav-
eling. Richard traveled to
all 50 states, visiting
Hawaii and Alaska near
his 50th wedding anniver-
sary. He was happiest

around all of his family, es-
pecially his granddaugh-
ters

Survivors include his
wife, Maria of the home;
daughters, Renee McCurdy
and husband Tony of New-
ton and Angela Domme
and husband Paul Scheper
of Bloomington, Minn.; one
sister, Carolyn Blanken-
ship of Kansas City, Kan.;
grandchildren, Kristen
Coffman and husband
Brady, Lauren Linscott
and husband Tyler, Laura
and Matthew Scheper; and
great grandchildren,
McKinley, Emersyn, and
Macie.

Richard was preceded in
death by his parents and
two brothers, Donald and
Charles.

The Recitation of the
Holy Rosary will be at 6
p.m. Thursday, March 15,
at Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church in New-
ton. The family will greet
friends following the
Rosary.

Condolences may be left
at www.broadwaycolo-
nialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

RICHARD DOMME

Connie Sue
(McCart) Ed-
monston, 70,
passed away
Saturday,
March 10,
following a
long, coura-
geous battle
with cancer.
She passed
away peacefully at home,
surrounded by her loving
family. Connie was born
to Dean and Anita McCart
on June 14, 1947, in Wi-
chita. She was preceded
in death by her parents
and brother, Dennis Mc-
Cart.  

Connie married Loyal
Edmonston on March 13,
1965. The couple was
blessed with three daugh-
ters, Daina Bailey (Todd)
of Wichita, Jamie Giffin
(Jerrod) of Sedgwick and
Mindy Edmonston of Wi-
chita. They also have five
wonderful grandchildren,
Gage, Cooper, Regan,
Brody and Carly.  

Loyal and Connie made
a home in many cities
during their 53 years to-

gether, includ-
ing Belton, Mo.,
Grandview,
Mo., Wichita,
San Bernadino,
Calif., Santa
Ana, Calif., La-
habra, Calif.,
Clearwater,
Okla., and Guy-
mon, Okla. In

1980, they made their last
move to Sedgwick, where
they built a home to-
gether. Connie worked in
the printing industry for
many years as a litho-
graph technician, retiring
from Rand Graphics in
Wichita in 2006.

She enjoyed line danc-
ing, reading and puzzles,
and loved to watch the
birds and other wildlife in
her backyard. 

Graveside memorial
service will be at 2 p.m.
Saturday, March 17, at
Hillside Cemetery in
Sedgwick. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be
made to Lillian Tear Li-
brary in Sedgwick in care
of Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton.

CONNIE SUE EDMONSTON

Evelyn Fae
Haury, 95,
passed away
on Monday,
March 5,
2018, at
Schowalter
Villa in Hes-
ston. 

Evelyn was
born Feb. 7,
1923, in Kansas City, Mo.
She was raised in Hal-
stead, Kan., by her loving
parents, Winfield and Lula
(Kauder) Gram.

In 1941, she graduated
from Halstead High
School. During WWII, she
worked for Boeing as an
expeditor. In 1946, she
married Walter G. Haury
in Halstead. 

She is survived by her
children, Deborah Kay
Bertram of San Antonio,
Texas, Beverly Ann McGee,
Douglas Kent Haury,
Ronald Scott Haury, all of
Newton, and Lawrence Ed-
ward Haury (Dana) of El
Dorado, Kan.; grandchil-
dren, Dr. Michael Bertram

(Mary), Kurt
Bertram (Mor-
gan), Melissa
Vajnar (Justin),
Captain Mark
McGee (Jamie),
Chandler Oliver-
son (Mark), Lily
Oliver (An-
thony), Jared
Haury, Connor

Haury, Carson Haury and
Hannah Haury; and great
grandchildren, Grace and
Elias Bertram, Jake Vajnar
and Nautika Oliver. 

Visitation was at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home on
March 8. Memorial serv-
ices were March 9 at First
Presbyterian Church, 900
Columbus Ave. A private
family burial took place
prior to the service at
Greenwood Cemetery. In
lieu of flowers, the family
suggests memorial contri-
butions be made to either
First Presbyterian Church
or Caring Hands Humane
Society in care of Petersen
Funeral Home.

EVELYN HAURY
William “Bill” Rice, 81,

died Wednesday, March 7,
2018, at Life Care Center
in Andover. He was born
May 13, 1936, in Wichita,
to Blane and Lorena
(Schuneman) Rice. On
June 14, 1973, he married
Nancy Adams at Sedgwick,
and she survives of the
home. He was a member of
the St. Andrews Lutheran
Church in Wichita.

Bill was a retired sheet-
metal worker for Cessna
Aircraft. He was an avid
hunter and outdoorsman
and enjoyed spending time
hunting in Marion County.
Camping was a pastime he
enjoyed with his wife and
family and spent many
weekends at either Marion
or East Lakes. Bill enjoyed
tinkering in his shop and
could fix anything around
the house. His greatest
love was that of his family,
and he enjoyed his time
with his family and many
friends and will be remem-
bered for his storytelling

ability.
He is survived by his

wife, Nancy of the home;
one daughter, Debra
(Gary) Everitt of Cheney;
two sons, Darrin Rice of
Startup, Wash., and Brian
(Gina) Rice of Sedgwick;
two stepchildren, Mike
Adams of Indiana and
Lynda (Tom) Stamback of
Halstead; one sister, Jonita
Moore of Wichita; 13
grandchildren; and 22
great-grandchildren.

Bill was preceded in
death by his parents and
one grandson, Jeremy
Adams.

Funeral service was
March 10 at Petersen Fu-
neral Home Chapel in
Newton, with Pastor Terry
Wiechman presiding. Bur-
ial will be in Hillside
Cemetery in Sedgwick.

Memorials are suggested
to Alzheimer’s Association
or Good Shepherd Hospice
in care of Petersen Funeral
Home. 

BILL RICE

Jared and Anna Bergner

Myers, Bergner marry
on Oct. 14 at Redbud 

March 12
Arrests:
Jasmine Parks, 24, Wi-

chita, warrant, 100 Blk W
Elm St

Quentin Bonham, 32,
Wichita, warrant, 100 Blk
W Elm St. 

Ethan Campbell, 26,
Newton, warrant, no loca-
tion listed

Criminal calls: 
Driving while sus-

pended, 600 Blk SE 36th
St

March 11
Arrests:
Garrett Werner,18, New-

ton, aggravated indecent
liberties with child

Brandon Carter, crimi-
nal damage to property,
500 Blk Meadowbrook
Court 

March 10
Criminal calls:
Driving while sus-

pended, I-135 Highway
Newton

Assault, 800 Blk N.
Plum St

March 9
Arrests: 
Joshua Lewis, 25, New-

ton, disorderly conduct,

400 Blk E Seventh St.
Heather Eagle, 33, New-

ton, disorderly conduct,
400 Blk E Seventh St

Ryan Flickinger, 45,
Newton, DUI, 400 Blk N
Spencer

La Toya Bryant, 33,
Newton, warrant, 100 Blk
S Main St

Arbrey Akins, 51, Okla-
homa City, distribution of
marijuana, I-135, mile
marker 29

Isaac Salazar, 31,
Hutchinson, warrant, 1800
Blk Severance, Hutchinson

Clay Palmer, 19, New-

ton, warrant, 100 Blk E
Eighth St

Criminal calls: 
Assault and battery, 600

Blk Mockingbird Lane
Larceny 1700 Blk S

Kansas Ave 
Burglary, 1400 Blk S

Kansas Ave 

March 8
Arrests:
Chase Ray, 34, Newton,

warrant, 200 Blk E Sixth
St.

Mary Davis, 56, Newton,
assault, 100 Blk W Second
St.

Friday, March 16
3:30 to 7 p.m.—Meat-

less Lenten Suppers at
Our Lady of Guadalupe

6 p.m.—Sixth Grade
Social at the Newton Rec
Commission

6:30 p.m.—Girls Var-
sity Soccer 

Saturday, March 17

9 a.m.—Girls on the
Run St. Patrick's Day 5K

9:15 a.m.—VITA Tax
Assistance at Newton
Public Library 

3 p.m.—St. Paddy's
Palooza at the Bethel
College Academy of Per-
forming Arts 

—Newton Now
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FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!
Your classified ad will appear in all of these papers - Hillsboro
Free Press, Newton Now and The Herington Times...reaching
every Marion County household as well as Newton Now and

Herington Times subscribers.

Call 620-947-5702 or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Line ads: 
$7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 

(minimum of 1x2 
at $25.50)

Job Opening to Fill?
Reach potential employees right here!

Call Natalie: 620-94-5702 or email natalie@
hillsborofreepress.com

Classified Deadline 
Monday at Noon

Full-time Day RN
Accepting applications for a Full-time Registered Nurse, 

12 hour shift,  5am-5pm.  Competitive salary, benefits, and
weekends differential pay.  Can print off an application hospital
website: www.mrcohosp.com or pick up an application at the

hospital’s Admissions Desk.

Send resume and application to: Kiley Askins, RN,CNO,
Morris County Hospital

600 N Washington, Council Grove, KS 66846
or email kaskins@mrcohosp.com.

E.O.E. 

Help Wanted:

FABRICATORS
(CNC operators)

& WELDERS
• 40-50 hour work week

• Competitive pay
• Great Benefits Package

Pick up and complete an application at:

Hillsboro Industries
220 Industrial Road, Hillsboro, KS • 620.947.3127

Applications can be complete online 
@ hillsboroindustries.com

seeks a

SEASONAL
WAREHOUSE

DRIVER
in Hillsboro, KS

to operate pickup or tandem axle
straight truck with capacity under
23 tons to transport chemical ma-
terials to and from destinations
within a 250-mile radius. Local
travel only, no overnights.

JOB REQUIREMENTS:
• Six months verifiable previous 
driving experience;

• Must be 21 years of age;
• Current driver’s license: 
Class A or B CDL license with 
air brakes, tanker and HAZMAT 
endorsements;

• Favorable DOT physical required;
• Negative-result drug test.

Apply at landolakesinc.jobs
For info call 620-947-5780 

or stop by 120 Industrial Rd.
Hillsboro

Driver 
Locomotive Service Inc. – Herington, KS

Locomotive fueling: Class–A CDL with Haz-mat
and tanker endorsement req’d. Home daily,

competitive wages, paid vacation, 
paid holidays, health benefits. 

Please apply online at: 
www.locomotiveservice.com 

or leave a mssg at (303)362-3348

Please contact Human Resources at 
785-366-7213 or cweis@agritrails.com 

for details about how to submit 
an application.

J&R Custom Applicators, 
an agricultural company in central Kansas, is seeking the right
candidates to fill a Tender Truck Driver position in Hope, KS.

Qualified candidates must have a good driving record, and 
have a Class CDL or the desire to obtain one.  

We offer competitive wages, an excellent benefits package 
and flexible work environment.  

Local construction 
company seeks mature, 

career-minded individual
as office manager. 

Requires detail oriented,
self starter with 10 key
adding machine and
computer experience.

Duties include accounts
payable, accounts 
receivable, payroll, 

benefits management,
typing and filing. Health

and Life insurance, 
401k and vacation 

benefits. Salary commen-
surate with experience

and abilities. 
Please send resume with
contact information to 

PO Box 225, 
Newton, KS 67114

New Job Opportunities
Donahue Manufacturing is taking applications for:

• Welders 
• Painters

We offer a truly competitive benefits package 
and opportunity for advancement.

Please contact: Donahue Manufacturing
1-800-457-7406

Durham, KS

• Applicant must be over 18.
• Must be self-motivated.
• Must have excellent customer service skills and be detail oriented.
• Must be able to pass a background check.
• Hourly wage based on experience.
• Excellent benefit package.

Marion CO Road & Bridge is 
accepting applications for 
(2) Equipment 

Operators
Employee will work out of the
Marion area. Positions are for 

the bridge & culvert crew.  
CDL license is required.  

Applications may be picked up
at the Marion CO Road &

Bridge Office, Courthouse, 200
S. Third, Marion, KS. Drug test-
ing will be required. Positions

opened until filled.
EOE

Salem Home currently 
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash
PH: 620-947-2272

Or obtain an application at:
Salemhomeks.org

E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

PT Evening shift C.N.A.

FT / PT Night shift C.N.A.

FT Dietary Aide

Marion CO Road & Bridge is 
accepting applications for 

Summer 
Help

Drug Testing will be required.

Applications may be picked up
at the Road & Bridge 
Office, Courthouse,  

200 S. Third, Marion.  
Positions opened until filled.

EOE

Herington Recreation Commision has a current opening for

RECREATION DIRECTOR
Responsible for planning, organizing, directing, and 
managing the day to day operations of the Herington 

Recreation Commission. Must poses exceptional 
communication skills. Recreation/sports management 

degree preferred but not required, and must have 
experience in the field. Salary will depend on qualifications.  

Please send cover letter and resume to:  
Herington Recreation Commission  2 south A, Herington, Kansas 67449.  

Deadline March 16, 2018 5:00p.m.
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2 Announcements

Garage Sale/Estate Sale

Downsizing. Lots of Stuff!Saturday, March

17th. 7AM - NOON. 1113 Lorna Lane, New-

ton KS. 11-1tp

Household Sale:104 S Wilson-Hillsboro,

Friday, March 16  4 - 6pm, Saturday, March

17  8 - 1. Household Items, TV's, Furni-

ture-Living/Bed/Dinning Room, Mattress

.Set, Adult Clothing, Coats, Shoes. 11-1tp

Estate Sale:  Thursday, March 22,   8-4,

Friday, March 23,    9-4, Saturday, March

24,   9-3, 316 Meadow Lane, Goessel, KS

General household; cast iron rendering

kettle, garden items. tools, Info call 620-

367-2391 or 620-367-8257. 11-1tp

3 For Sale

Firewood 

Firewood For Sale! $80 a pickup load, will

deliver. Call Rick at 620-798-7028. 6-8tc

Manure

10-15-20# Chicken manure. $.50 per pound.

366-6444. 11-1tp

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Auto

1209 N. Perry, Junction City, KS
We are buying:

Prepared Iron $200 per ton; 
Mixed farm machinery $150 per ton; 

Also buying: copper, brass, batteries, prepared machine cast, 
aluminum, aluminum cans, old cars (with clear titles,

fluids drained), prepared non-magnetic stainless steel, 
A/C sealed units and electric motors.

(Prices subject to
change without 

notice!) 

***Call: 785-238-3382 (800-825-4377) 
for current prices. 

Roll-off containers available, ask for Lanny or Jake 

4 Want to Buy

Salvage- want to buy

5 For Rent

Apartments/Homes

2 Bedroom Senior
Apartment

Call 620-947-2272

• Must be 55 years old 
or older

* NO Maintenance fees
* Utilities Included

Herington Heights Development is 
taking applications for our

NEWLY REMODELED 1 -2 APARTMENTS!
Featuring: All new! Central High efficient air conditioning
w/ programable thermostats • Dishwasher • On demand

water-heater • Frost-free refrigerator w/ice maker • 
Self-cleaning Range with micro-hood • Washers and dryers • 

Ceiling fans • Mini blinds

Herington Heights Apartments
201 E. Helen St., Herington, KS - 785-258-2510

Income limits apply. EHO

OOakwood
Manor

401 N. Ash • Hillsboro, KS 67063
620-947-1536

1-Bedroom Apartments
Available

TDD # 1-800-766-3777

5 For Rent

Storage 

Wright’s 
Storage

$25
Move-in Rebate

109 East D St.
Hillsboro
947-2690

877-0898 (cell)

Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

Nice 2 bedroom North Newton Home 316-
284-4202. 10-2tc

2 BR Townhouse Hesston 316-284-4202.
10-2tc

2 bedroom duplex. No smoking/No pets.
Rent. $525. 319A E. 5th Street, Newton,
Kansas. 316-283-1435. 11-3tp

6 Real Estate

Home for Sale
Hillsboro: 3 bedroom, 2 bath remodeled
ranch with 2010 master suite addition.
2,344 sqft. Appliances included. Half-acre
lot with fenced backyard and large deck.
Single attached garage, 24x16 workshop,
30x24 shed. Close to schools and Main.
$140,000. Photos: get104.com. Call 620-
877-7086. 11-1tfree

6 Real Estate

Land for Sale

Financial
Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS or
State in back taxes?  Our firm works to re-
duce the tax bill or zero it out completely
FAST. Call now 866-758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call 785
655 9430 or go online to Chuckhenry.com
for pricing, availability & Freight esti-
mates.

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions ac-
cepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-
268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or As-
bestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your
family may be entitled to a substantial fi-
nancial award. We can help you get cash
quick! Call 24/7: 855-510-4274

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-
gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA ap-
proved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind pay-
ing your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan
Modification? Is the bank threatening fore-
closure? CALL Homeowner’s Relief Line
now for Help!  855-401-4513

Updating your bathroom does not have to
be expensive or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call 855-324-
2317 today for a free in home consultation.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-1682 (Mon-Fri
8am-9pm CT)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net.  High-Speed.  Available Anywhere!
Speeds to 25 mbps. Starting at $49.99/mo.
Call for Limited Time Price!  877-578-8005
(Mon-Fri 8am-8pm CT)

SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLE-
MENT!  FREE QUOTES from top
providers.  Excellent coverage.  Call for a
no obligation quote to see how much you
can save!  855-587-1299

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN) and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)have
purchased some of the following classifieds. Determining the value of the service or
product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-
vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals,
directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order
selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstances should you send
money in advance or give the client your checking account, license ID, or credit card
numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and
note that if a credit repair company does business only over the phone it is illegal to
request any money before delivering its services. All funds are based in US dollars.
Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW  JULY 8-9 SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-3
TOPEKA KANSAS EXPOCENTER (19TH &
TOPEKA BLVD) INFO: (563) 927-8176
www.rkshows.com

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support after-
wards. Choose adoptive family of your
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL
& IN) (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes. Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-
283-0205 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. No
contract or commitment. We buy your ex-
isting contract up to $500! 1-800-919-3588
(MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-
800-712-9365 (MCN)

Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV. Bundle &
Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS Genie HD-
DVR. $50/month for 2 Years (with AT&T
Wireless.) Call for Other Great Offers! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card when
you sign up today - Limited time Only.
CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Stop paying too much for cable,and get
DISH today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn
more about our special offers! (MCN)

DISH NETWORK. TV for Less, Not Less
TV! FREE DVR. FREE Install (up to 6
rooms.) $49.99/mo. PLUS Hi-Speed Inter-
net - $14.95/mo (where vailable.) Call 1-
855-434-0020 (MCN)

Lower that Cell Phone Bill. Get 2 lines of
unlimited data for $100/mo. with Auto-
Pay—taxes & fees included. Video Stream-
ing & Mobile Hotspot included. Limited
offer/Restrictions Apply. Call Today and
Save. 855-549-9399 (MCN)



Not all students work
at the same pace—some
slower, some faster—and
that's one of the compo-
nents addressed in the
new education redesign
at Santa Fe 5/6 Center in
Newton, with the top
goal tied to increasing at-
tendance.

“Our main goal is to
make school a place
where students want to
be while providing a safe
in personalized learning
experience for all stu-
dents,” said Principal
Jenifer Smith. “So, our
main goal is tied to at-
tendance. Our hope is
with all the changes that
we have in place we are
providing the educational
experience is that allows
us to reach our overall
goal.”

Through the education
redesign, students will
work at their own paces
some of the time, while
taking part in projects
other times, meeting
with STEAM (science,
technology, engineering,
art and math) groups in
which they're interested
and working on commu-
nity service projects, all
the while being expected
to be more accountable
for their behavior.

The redesign team at
the school is in place,
and, according to Smith,
teachers have taken the
lead on the project, which
has a purpose.

“The purpose is to re-
design education to meet
the needs of today’s
learners,” redesign team
member Jennifer Milton
said.

Smith concurred.
“The redesign is help-

ing teachers provide an
educational environment
that aligns with the
needs of today's learn-
ers,” she said. “We live in
a very different world,
but our schools have
mostly remained tradi-
tional and unchanged. By
having input from all of
our stakeholders, we've
been able to develop
goals for our building
moving into next year
that fits the needs of our
students.”

She said it's more than
a curriculum redesign.

“We are looking at the
whole child and redesign-
ing our instructional
model to include system-
atic approaches to reach
the whole child,” Smith
said.

A number of ap-
proaches will be used in
that respect.

With the redesign, stu-
dents will be able to work
at their own paces in
their classes, with the
overall main goal of in-
creasing attendance.

Newton was one of 29
Kansas school districts
that applied for the
Kansans Can Redesign
Project, and with that,
the Kansas State Depart-
ment of Education rolled
out the Mercury Project,
with seven districts
named to that. KDHE
then offered the other 22
districts the chance to
take part on a smaller
scale, in the Gemini Proj-
ect, according to
ksde.org. Newton is one
of the Gemini districts.

“While the districts
participating in the Gem-
ini Project won’t receive
onsite coaching from
KSDE staff members like
the Mercury 7 districts,
they will participate in
video Professional Learn-
ing Community sessions
together,” the website
stated, adding those dis-
tricts will have goals to
meet, which include hav-
ing a launch date no
later than spring 2020,
redesigning one each sec-
ondary and elementary
school and taking part in
collaboration with other
Mercury and Gemini
schools, among other
points.

Smith said when they
first started to talk about
doing a redesign, the
State of Kansas then
rolled it out its program,
hoping to get enough
schools to apply.

Slate Creek Elemen-
tary School and
Chisholm Middle School
also are Gemini schools,
Smith said.

At Santa Fe, the re-
design team meets bi-
weekly. This redesign
plan came from the state,
Smith said, adding the
vision for the state was:
What do we want kids to
know by the time they
graduate?

Locally, they sought
input from stakeholders,
such as school board
members, students, com-
munity members, par-
ents and certified staff.
From there, they asked
what they needed to
focus on in order to in-
crease attendance.

They came up with five
areas through which to
redesign education—com-
munity relations,
social/emotional, person-
alized learning, personal
accountability and citi-
zenship—Smith said.

They needed to create
an action plan, so they
attended workshops, met

with innovative busi-
nesses and took tours of
personalized learning
schools.

“We have applied to
Summit Learning,”
Smith said, adding it’s an
online learning platform
where students can move
at their own paces.

That idea was pre-
sented to the faculty last
week, and Smith said it
was well received.

“There was a lot of ex-
citement,” Smith said.
“Schools create visions
all the time, and we
know we sometimes need
to do things differently.
Through this project, it’s
been nice having other
schools do this along with
us,” and having the dis-
trict office onboard look-
ing at the roadblocks
that are holding them
back.

As part of personalized
learning, Summit Learn-
ing focuses on three pil-
lars: personalized
learning, where students
move along content at
their own speeds about
30 percent of the time;
project time, where stu-
dents labor on projects
about 70 percent of the
time that are “reality
based and relevant to
their lives,” according to
a PowerPoint slide from
Smith; and habits of suc-
cess, that has 10 minutes
of mentoring for each

student weekly, where
adults help kids meet
their goals.

Another example of
changes is under “Com-
munity Relationships,”
where there will be inter-
est-based enrichment
groups meeting Tuesdays
through Fridays, where
staff will be in charge of
a group that's STEAM
based, and students will
switch groups every nine
weeks “to explore differ-
ent interests for future
career pathways,” an-
other PowerPoint slide
stated. Then, the groups
will have a community
service project after each
nine weeks. There also
will be more
parent/teacher communi-
cations starting at the
beginning of the aca-
demic year.

Under social-emotional
responsiveness, students
will have time for
restorative justice and
mindfulness.

Regarding personal ac-
countability, youth will
set their own weekly aca-
demic and social goals
and will be held account-
able by their adult men-
tor.

Those are just some of
the changes that will be
implemented.

Even though they have
two years to launch,
Santa Fe has other plans.

“We will roll out in Au-

gust,” Smith said. “We
were able to strip down
all the barriers and re-
create a schedule and in-
structional platform that
provides students a per-
sonalized and authentic
learning experience
while having a strong
focus on relationships
and personal accounta-
bility.”

With the Summit Plat-
form, students still will
learn math, science, liter-
ary and social studies,
and all the students will
have the same content
but can move at their
own paces. The teacher
uses the Summit Plat-
form curriculum.

“It’s going to be a shift
for our teachers and stu-
dents,” Smith said. “It
puts more responsibility
on the students.”

Smith said teachers
can pull kids who are
struggling aside and help
them.

Schools they’ve visited
and talked to that are
using this redesign have
said the positives are it’s
helped greatly with be-
havior and personal ac-
countability.

“We’re excited,” Smith
said. “I think this is just
something a lot of teach-
ers have been wanting to
do.”

In April, they plan to
have a community
launch party for the re-
design, and the Kansas
education commissioner
plans to be there.

As mentioned earlier,
the project has been
teacher driven, and
Smith said her role as
administrator is to pro-
vide teachers opportuni-
ties to meet. Everyone
has felt united in work-
ing toward this common
goal, Smith said.

“It’s really been a great
thing for our school,”
Smith said.
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Santa Fe, other Newton schools redesigning education
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Santa Fe 5/6 Center students Jennifer Hernandez, left, and Lupita Lopez enjoy themselves in class on Thursday, March 8.

SCHOOL NEWS

Kindergarten roundup slated
for Monday, April 2

Incoming Kindergarten students and
their families will be able to enroll for
the 2018-19 school year. Parents and stu-
dents also will have the opportunity to
meet the kindergarten teachers and the
K-4 principals from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Monday, April 2, at McKinley Adminis-
trative Building, 308 E. First St., with
parking in the rear.

Parents/guardians must bring the fol-
lowing items for your child:

• Immunization record (immunization
requirements and a health form can be
found at USD373-ks.schoolloop.com/im-
munization-requirements)

• Health assessment
• Birth certificate
• Social Security card

Newton wrestlers make all AVCTL team 
AVCTL named its All AVCTL teams for

wrestling. 
Grant Treaster of Newton was named

to the second team at the weight of 113.
Boone Roberson was named honorable
mention at the 132 weight class. Josh
Edson was named honorable mention at
the 138 weight class. Dante Harper was

named to the second team at the 160
pound weight class Wyatt Hendrickson
was named on the first team of the 195
pound weight class, Cyle Gautschi was
named to the second team of the 220
pound weight class, and Brecken Wedel
was named honorable mention of the 285
pound weight class.

Local student receives award
Ryan Hirsh, a senior at Newton High

School, has received the Dale M. Dennis
Excellence in Education Award spon-
sored by the United School Administra-
tors of Kansas.

The award is given to high school re-
cipients who are identified as having dis-
played citizenship, service, scholarship
and self awareness.

The Dale M. Dennis award was estab-
lished in honor of Dale Dennis, deputy
commissioner of the Kansas State De-
partment of Education.

—For Newton Now

How to get school news in the paper
Have something you’d like to get on

the Schools page about your son or
daughter? Call Newton Now at 213-281-
7899 and ask for Wendy Nugent, fea-
tures editor.



Man arrested
for pot possession

An Oklahoma man was
arrested on the highway
for transporting nearly a
half pound of marijuana. 

On March 9, police
pulled over Arbrey Akins
Jr. of Oklahoma City for
an expired tag at 1608 E
First St., after following
his vehicle
on the in-
terstate.

Newton
Police Lt.
Scott Pow-
ell said the
responding
officer
smelled
marijuana
and searched the car. 

Powell said the officer
found seven ounces of
marijuana, still in dispen-
sary containers, as well as
30 edibles containing
THC, the active ingredi-
ent in marijuana.

Powell said it was likely
the man was traveling
home to Oklahoma from
Colorado.

The man was arrested
on charges of distributing
marijuana.

Children's choir at
local gallery

The Newton Commu-
nity Children's Choir will

perform from 6 to 8 p.m.
Thursday, March 15, at
Carriage Factory Art
Gallery during the
gallery's Third Thursday
art and music activities.

Hutchinson artist David
Murano will be present
for the opening of his
cardboard art exhibit,
"RE(f)USE," in the mezza-
nine gallery.    —For Now

The Newton Board of
Education gave the nod
for the district to look at
expanding its alternative
school, Railer Academy.

The school offers a
more flexible learning en-
vironment, designed for
students who have diffi-
culty in a traditional en-
vironment. It also
encompasses the district's
online course offerings. 

Members of Railer
Academy talked about
their experience with the
alternate learning pro-
gram offered by the dis-
trict. The academy, a mix
of in-person and online
learning experiences, of-
fers a more one-on-one
experience with teachers
and provides a more flexi-
ble schedule. Students
can also make up classes
faster than when in a tra-
ditional classroom. 

Devin Brewer, a senior,
said the program will
allow him to graduate. He
said he got behind after
getting a concussion in
football his freshman

year and then had behav-
ior problems his sopho-
more year.

“My sophomore year, I
found out I was going to
have a kid, so I straight-
ened up,” he said.

He said he wouldn't
have graduated without
the program, and its
smaller environment al-
lowed him to work with-
out distractions. 

The program served 67
students on campus in
the first semester of 2017
and 70 in the second se-
mester.

The virtual side of the
school served 16 students
in the year's first semes-
ter and 10 in the years
second semester. 

Superintendent Deb
Hamm said with the state
pushing for higher gradu-
ation rates, programs like
the academy could in-
crease the district's rate. 

Educator Melinda
Rangel asked for the op-
portunity to expand the
program off campus. An
off-campus location
would offer a way of edu-
cating a student who has
been expelled from the
district. She said they
wanted to know how the

board felt
about the
idea before
moving
forward. 

“I would
be sup-
portive of
moving to-
ward an off-
site location and trying to
expand the location,”
Board Member Angela
Becker said. 

Richards agreed, and
no one else on the board
spoke against the idea.
However, currently
there's not an estimate
for its costs. 

“I would say I am sup-
portive of the program,
and we do need to be
there and provide for the
students to be successful,
but for us to move for-
ward, we need to sit
down and talk about
numbers,” Board Member
Jennifer Budde said.

“At this point, it's not a
recommendation from ad-
ministration,” Hamm
said, adding that they
just needed to know if the
board approved of the
idea. 

She said administra-
tion would look at the

costs and organization of
a plan that would include
a team-taught freshman
English class, additional
content sections for some
subjects like science and
math, adding a half-time
English teacher, limiting
the academy to 200 stu-
dents, adding furniture
for a classroom at Brooks
Trade Center and engag-
ing staff in the discus-
sion. 

In other news, the
board also voted 7-0 to
hire a groundskeeper to
help keep up the outsides
around the district’s
grade school buildings.

The school board had
another non-unanimous
vote on the issue of ap-
proving the next year's
student fees. 

Becker voted against
the fees, noting that pub-
lic schools should have
open access to everyone
and that passing on fees
to students is a way of
acting complacent with
the state's under funding
of schools. She asked if
anyone wanted to have a
discussion on student
fees. 

Board members, in-
cluding Allen Jantz, Toby

Tyner and Steve
Richards, said they too
supported the sentiment.
Tyner recommended hav-
ing such a conversation
for the next budget year
and not the upcoming
one. 

The board approved
student fees by a vote of
6-1. 

In other news, the
meeting lasted three
hours and 10 minutes. 

It included a 20 minute
executive sessions to dis-
cuss personnel issues and
an executive session to
discuss pending negotia-
tions. 

The meeting opened up
with a presentation from

South Breeze students on
the parts of the brain and
human senses. They then
did a music presentation,
drawing notes on dry
erase boards with school
board members. In total,
both presentations lasted
25 minutes. 

The school district
added multiple meetings
to its schedule. It added a
second meeting this
March, set for 7 p.m.
Monday, March 26. It
added a meeting for April
23. It also switched meet-
ings from the second and
fourth Mondays in June
to the first and third
Mondays to accommodate
schedules.
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Special thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:15am Fellowship
11am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship

10:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel 
A.M.E. Church
711 E. 11th Street

9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship

Hillcrest 
Community Church

-  A Foursquare
Church

431 W. 12th
9:30am Cafe Connect

10:30am Worship

Highland Trinity
United Church 

of Christ
Corner of K-15 & Dutch Ave

10:00am Worship
11:00am Sunday School

Iglesia Del Nazareno 
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible Church
900 Old Main

9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass

10:30am Sunday Mass
6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship

11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Walton United
Methodist Church

201 Blaine Street, Walton
9:00am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
KKAR TTowing

1808 N. Main, Newton
316-284-1869

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
www.theyarnstation.com

Everence Financial 
Advisors

North Newton, Kansas
316-283-3800

www.everence.com/kansas

If you would like to become a
sponsor of the Newton Area

Church Directory, please con-
tact Shannin Rettig at 

shannin@harveycountynow
or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main, Newton

316-284-0636
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Railer Academy could see expansion in the future
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Hamm

NEWS BRIEFS

Akins



The Newton Home-
school Panthers girls bas-
ketball team defeated the
Omaha Metro Warriors on
Saturday, March 2, at
McPherson College to cap-
ture the championship of
the National Division II
Christian Homeschool As-
sociation (NDIICHA) Bas-
ketball Tournament B
Bracket division.

The Lady Panthers
overcame an earlier morn-

ing one-point loss to the
Lincoln, Neb., Eagles in
pool play to advance to
Saturday afternoon’s
championship game.

In the championship
game, the Panthers
started off quickly scoring
14 points in the first quar-
ter and held to a 20-13
lead at half time. After a
third quarter surge by the
Warriors, the Lady Pan-
thers rebounded in the
fourth quarter, adding 15
points to seal the deal, in-
cluding five of seven from
the free throw line.

After the game, Newton
Panthers’ coach Brooke
Byard stressed the impor-
tance of persevering in
this game despite the loss
earlier in the day.

“The girls put their
heart into the tourna-
ment,” she said. “Our
strategy for the champi-
onship was to work the
ball on offense since we
were tired from the ear-
lier game.”

Freshman Hannah Ren-
ninger led all scorers with
27 points, and senior Bri-
anna Boehm added nine

rebounds in the winning
effort for the Panthers.
The Warriors were led by
Sarah McCombs with 11
points.

The 2018 NDIICHA
Tournament consisted of
56 junior high and high
school teams representing
21 different homeschool-
ing organizations from six
states. The tournament
takes place each year in
McPherson at Central
Christian College,
McPherson College and
Bethany College in Linds-
borg.

Work will soon begin on
a new restroom and press
box facility at Centennial
Park. 

The Newton Public
Building Commission ap-
proved a $366,200 bid to
begin construction on a fa-
cility that includes an
open air concession stand,
restrooms and a press box.
Demolition will begin in
the next few weeks on the
existing facility by Kenny
Williams Field.

City Engineer Suzanne
Loomis gave an update on
changes at the park at the
Newton City Commission

meeting
held
March 13.

Since
Centennial
Dog Park
opened in
2016, staff
has added
benches,
water fountains and
places to deposit dog
waste. With fundraising
for the dog park, the city
now has enough money to
purchase a 20-by-20-foot
shelter at the dog park.
The park also has had a
sanitary sewer installed in
it. 

She said the city also
has plans for installing a
restroom on the south end
of the park. The city also

has plans to install addi-
tional parking. It also re-
cently received a $10,000
grant to put a path into
the park between baseball
fields. 

The Newton City Com-
mission was otherwise rel-
atively short on big action
items. The commission ap-
proved a good number of
events. 

The commission ap-
proved an alcohol permit
for the second annual
Ain't No Joke Food Truck
Rally to be held Sunday,
April 8, on Main Street. It
also approved a road clo-
sure for the Arts Down-
town celebration on April
19. It approved a special
event request for the use
of Athletic Park for the

third annual Celebrate
Recovery Festival on June
9. And, finally, it approved
a special event for the
Mexican American Fast
Pitch Softball Tournament
on July 4 through 8.

Etc.
The commission hon-

ored former Newton High
School student Stephanie
Brown for receiving the
Teacher of Promise award
from the Kansas State
Board of Education.

Newton Assistant Ath-
letic Director Fred Becker
was recognized for receiv-
ing an Elmer Carpenter
Athletic Director award. 

All commissioners were
present. The meeting
lasted an hour and 20
minutes. 

A fourth full-time police
officer will be patrolling
the streets of North New-
ton.

North Newton Mayor
Ron Braun and the city
council unanimously ap-
proved the hiring of a
fourth officer during the
council’s monthly meeting
Monday, citing an “infil-
tration of crime” into the
city.

The city currently em-
ploys three full-time offi-
cers, including Police
Chief Randy Jordan,
along with five part-time
patrol officers. Four of the
five part-time officers also
work for other cities, Jor-
dan said.

City Manager John Tor-
line said the issue had
been discussed “for some
number of months” before
the decision was made.
The council held off on ap-
proving the extra position

until the finances behind
decision were figured out.

“We needed to know
that we would have the
budget authority, and we
were waiting to receive
the invoice for fire and
emergency services from
the City of Newton, be-
cause that is our big ticket
item,” Torline said.

North Newton received
the invoice this week, with
an expense of close to
$375,000 for the year’s
fire and emergency serv-
ices, a decrease from pre-
vious years, Torline said.

Braun said this opened
up space in the budget to
address a problem that is
“probably not going to
abate.” Torline said the
city has “both the budget
authority and sufficient
cash to cover the cost” of
hiring a fourth officer.

The total cost of employ-
ing the additional full-
time officer—including
salary, benefits and equip-
ment—would come in at
about $60,000, City Clerk

Pat Red-
ding said. 

A rea-
sonable ex-
pense to
keep up
with the
rising
crime rate,
Braun said.

“The need has been
noted that the movement
of crime, the infiltration of
crime, the instances of
crime have increased in
our city,” Braun said.

Jordan agreed to pro-
vide the city’s criminal
statistics and trends over
the last few years to New-
ton Now, but no records
were provided at the time
of this story.

There are 100 to 185
hours each month, mostly
at night, with no officer
on duty, Jordan said. The
city relies on the Newton
Police Department for
coverage during these pe-
riods.

Jordan said most “vio-
lent crimes” happen at

night, so the city needs to
increase its coverage
overnight.

“I’m not a coward, but
I’m smart enough to know
those are dangerous situ-
ations,” Jordan said.

Council Member Ron
Ratzlaff said the city “has
not expanded a lot” over
the last five years, while
its police presence contin-
ues to expand. This could
cause some members of
the community to ques-
tion the need for an addi-
tional officer, he said.

“I think it is important
to educate the community
on why we’re doing what
we’re doing,” Ratzlaff
said.

Braun said just because
the city approved the hir-
ing of an officer, doesn’t
mean it will happen soon.

“Good police officers are
sure in high demand,”
Braun said.

The city posted the job
opening and application
on its website. The open-
ing calls for an individual,

over the age of 21 and
with a high school
diploma or GED, “who de-
sires the highest degree of

professional development
while serving a dynamic
community.” The applica-
tion process closes April 9.
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BB GUNS & ANTIQUE
TOOL AUCTION

Saturday, March 17 • 9:30 am
415 S. Ash (OLG Hall) Newton, KS

This 45 year collection is above average quality and will
not disappoint you.  If you are looking for BB Guns,  Air
Rifles, Cap Guns, or antique Woodworking Tools, plan to
attend.  For complete list and pictures check web or call
Vern 316.772.6318.
TOTAL RIFLES & PISTOLS: 12 Benjamin; 49 Crossman; 127 Daisy;
1 Hahn; 2 High Score; 1 IMC Pioneer; 4 J C Higgins; 4 King; 8 Marks-
man; 1 Minute Man; 1 Sar; 6 Sheridan; 2 Slavia; 4 Winchester; 2 Cole-
man; 1 Roger; 3 Smith & Wesson; 1 Hawthorne; 3 Healthways; 95
Cap Guns
MISCELLANEOUS: Large Daisy First In Air Guns Sign-vinyl; Marks-
man Moving Target; Model Duck target; Daisy Paper Advertising
Pieces; Crow Target; Daisy’ No. 320 Table Top Targette Set, NIB-com-
plete; Other Related Items
ANTIQUE WOODWORKING TOOLS; Wooden Profile Planes; Molding
& Wood Block Planes; Folding Wood Rulers; All Sizes & Lengths of
Wooden Levels; Draw Knives; Spoke Shavers; Hand Held Router
Planes; Hand Drills; Corner Brace & Other Braces; S J Johnson Multi-
Purpose Tool; Set Irwin Wood Bits; Wood Clamps; Yankee Drills &
Screw Drivers; Wood Marking Tools; Wooden Mallets; Wood/Brass
Hammer; Dremel Moto-Saw; Miter Boxes; Cattle Horn Weights;
Child’s Wood Lathes; Antique Woodworking Bench

AUCTION SPECIALISTS, LLC
www.auctionspecialists.com

Vern Koch   283-6700 Mike Flavin  283-8164

Norman & Patsy Schmidt Collections
Tacos & Nachos by OLG Ladies
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North Newton approves fourth full-time police officer
BY RAY STRUNK

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

Jordan

Centennial Park in Newton to see big changes
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Loomis

Newton Homeschool Panthers win championship
BY JOHN RENNINGER

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

Pam Stevens, Jennifer Vogts and Judge Marilyn
Wilder have been selected as 2018 Newton Area Women
of the Year.

The honorees were selected by a panel of judges based
on their positive impact in the community and outstand-
ing leadership qualities. They will be honored at a
brunch on Saturday, April 14, at the Meridian Center.

Since 1956, the Women of the Year program has hon-
ored women who give freely of their time and talents to
make Newton a better place to live. Women who live or
work in Newton or North Newton are eligible.

The program is sponsored by Conrade Insurance, Citi-
zens State Bank, Newton Medical Center, First Bank,
Central Kansas Community Foundation, Midland Na-
tional Bank and Drs. McKinney & Simmonds. Sponsors
may provide a judge to help select the winners.

This year’s theme is a quote from Eleanor Roosevelt:
“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty
of their dreams.”                                  —For Newton Now

Women of the Year recipients chosen



After a challenging
build season, Newton
High School’s robotics
team will continue in re-
gional competition with
other schools in the
Kansas City metro area.

During last weekend’s
regional competition at
Metropolitan Community
College in Kansas City,
Newton managed a 4-10
record and worked with a
team from Missouri and a
team from Colorado as a
two-seed in bracket play.

In the elimination
bracket, Newton’s al-
liance team was defeated
by a seventh-seed group
of teams.

“It was really stress-
ful,” according to senior
Colin Potluri, captain of
the Robotics team. “We
had a lot of problems to
deal with. Our robot was
untested, unfortunately,
because we ran out of
time.”

Coach Shawn Taylor,
who has been involved
with Newton Robotics
since 2001, believes that
an unlucky building pe-
riod put them behind and
could have been the rea-
son regionals didn’t go as
well as they hoped.

“Normally, in that six
week build process, we
build in five weeks, with
one week practice time to
get all the glitches,” Tay-
lor said. “However this
year we had a cata-
strophic failure on a holi-
day weekend. We couldn’t
get our parts, then we
had a snow day, which
didn’t help us.”

Without time to test the
robot, they saw more than
their share of bumps in
the competition process,
but Taylor and Potluri re-
main encouraged.

“We went to our first
regional without any
practice or programming
time,” Taylor said. “We
used that last regional as

our preliminary event to
work all the bugs out of
our system. We’re gonna
be pretty set for this re-
gional to go in very well
prepared.”

The upcoming regional
will be held again at
Kansas City Metropolitan
Community College on
March 15 through 17.
There will be a total of 43
teams facing off on a vari-
ety of technical and me-
chanical skills.

While Potluri will be
trying for his second re-
gional title and first as a
team captain, Taylor will
be seeking an eighth First

Robotics Competition
(FRC) title for Newton. 

Of course, the competi-
tion standing in the way
will be challenging for the
team to overcome.

“We predicted this up-
coming regional will be
more competitive,”
Potluri said. “But since
we got a lot of our bugs
ripped out at our first re-
gional, we believe we will
do better at our second
one.”

Potluri’s main goal for
the weekend’s competi-
tion and beyond is to not
only win but develop the

members of the team
through adversity.

“Besides winning, [I
want] to make sure
younger students on our
team are getting the best
out of their learning expe-
riences,” he said.

Meanwhile, Taylor
holds to taking each com-
petition one at a time.

“The goal is to do well

at the Greater Kansas
City Regional,” Taylor
said. “Then everybody’s
looking forward to spring
break, because we haven’t
had a break since Jan. 1.
After that, we’ll see.”
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(Published in the Newton Now 
on March 15, 2018)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
HARVEY COUNTY, KANSAS 

IN THE NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case No. 17CV171

STATE OF KANSAS, Plaintiff
vs.
1999 Dodge Dakota
VIN # 1B7GL22X8XS181763

Defendant

NOTICE OF PENDING FORFEITURE
Pursuant to K.S.A. 60-4109

To: Amanda Lynch
1426 N. Spencer Dr., Augusta, KS 67010
William Gage
1426 N. Spencer Dr., Augusta, KS 67010
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that prop-
erty herein described has been seized
for forfeiture and is pending forfeiture
to the Newton Police Department, pur-
suant to the Kansas Standard Asset
Seizure and Forfeiture Act (KSASFA),
K.S.A. 60-4101 et. seq., and amend-
ments thereto.  If you have not previ-
ously received a Notice of Seizure for
Forfeiture, this is notice pursuant to
the Act.
The date, place of seizure and descrip-
tion of the property affected by this no-
tice is as follows:
Item #1: 1999 Dodge Dakota, VIN #
1B7GL22X8XS181763
Date of Seizure: September 1, 2017
Place of Seizure: 1315 Washington
Rd., Newton, KS 67114
The conduct giving rise to forfeiture
and/or the violation of law alleged are
multiple violations of K.S.A. 21-5705
and K.S.A. 21-5706.
You are hereby notified that the Plain-
tiff’s Attorney has chosen to initially
proceed with this matter administra-
tively, and is making stipulation of ex-
emptions available for the property
seized for forfeiture as described
above. 
You may do any of the following:
1. File a verified petition for request for
Stipulation of Exemption, pursuant to
K.S.A. 60-4110, with the Plaintiff’s At-
torney and sending a copy to the seiz-
ing agency contact person; or
2. File a verified claim, pursuant to
K.S.A. 60-4111, with the District Court,
Plaintiff’s Attorney, and the seizing
agency contact person; or
3. Do nothing.
The law also provides for provisional
return of the property under certain
circumstances including the posting of
a surety bond or a court hearing on
whether probable cause existed when
the property was seized.
You may wish to consult with an attor-
ney before deciding what is best for
you.  However, if no petition or claim
is filed within thirty (30) days of per-
sonal service, publication or mailing of
this Notice, whichever is earlier, your
interest in the property described
above will be forfeited.  All such peti-
tions and claims shall comply with the
strict affidavit and informational re-
quirements for petitions and claims as
set out in K.S.A. 60-4101 et. seq., and
amendments thereto  (KSASFA).
Please be aware that it is a crime to
falsely verify an ownership interest or
other information in any request, peti-
tion or claim.
Dated: 23rd day of October, 2017
_/s/ Jason R. Lane____________
Jason R. Lane, #23457
Chief Deputy County Attorney
800 N. Main, Newton, KS 67114
(316) 284-6830
jlane@harveycounty.com

(Published in the Newton Now 
on March 15, 2018)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
HARVEY COUNTY, KANSAS 

IN THE NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case No. 17CV173

STATE OF KANSAS, Plaintiff
vs.

$447.00 in U.S. currency Defendant

NOTICE OF PENDING FORFEITURE
Pursuant to K.S.A. 60-4109

To:David Massey
2323 N. Woodlawn Blvd., Apt. 515,
Wichita, KS 67002
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that prop-
erty herein described has been seized
for forfeiture and is pending forfei-
ture to the Halstead Police Depart-
ment, pursuant to the Kansas
Standard Asset Seizure and Forfeiture
Act (KSASFA), K.S.A. 60-4101 et.
seq., and amendments thereto.  If
you have not previously received a
Notice of Seizure for Forfeiture, this
is notice pursuant to the Act.
The date, place of seizure and de-
scription of the property affected by
this notice is as follows:
Item #1: $447.00 in U.S. Currency
Date of Seizure: September 16, 2017
Place of Seizure: South Halstead Rd.
and Ridge Rd., Halstead, KS
The conduct giving rise to forfeiture
and/or the violation of law alleged are
multiple violations of K.S.A. 21-5705
and K.S.A. 21-5706.
You are hereby notified that the Plain-
tiff’s Attorney has chosen to initially
proceed with this matter administra-
tively, and is making stipulation of ex-
emptions available for the property
seized for forfeiture as described
above. 
You may do any of the following:
1. File a verified petition for request
for Stipulation of Exemption, pur-
suant to K.S.A. 60-4110, with the
Plaintiff’s Attorney and sending a
copy to the seizing agency contact
person; or
2. File a verified claim, pursuant to
K.S.A. 60-4111, with the District
Court, Plaintiff’s Attorney, and the
seizing agency contact person; or
3. Do nothing.
The law also provides for provisional
return of the property under certain
circumstances including the posting
of a surety bond or a court hearing
on whether probable cause existed
when the property was seized.
You may wish to consult with an at-
torney before deciding what is best
for you.  However, if no petition or
claim is filed within thirty (30) days
of personal service, publication or
mailing of this Notice, whichever is
earlier, your interest in the property
described above will be forfeited.  All
such petitions and claims shall com-
ply with the strict affidavit and infor-
mational requirements for petitions
and claims as set out in K.S.A. 60-
4101 et. seq., and amendments
thereto  (KSASFA).  Please be aware
that it is a crime to falsely verify an
ownership interest or other informa-
tion in any request, petition or claim.
Dated: 23rd day of October, 2017
_/s/ Jason R. Lane____________
Jason R. Lane, #23457
Chief Deputy County Attorney
800 N. Main, Newton, KS 67114
(316) 284-6830
jlane@harveycounty.com

(Published in the Newton Now 
on March 15, 2018)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
HARVEY COUNTY, KANSAS 

IN THE NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case No. 17CV187

STATE OF KANSAS, Plaintiff
vs.

Jennings J-22 pistol
SER # 1098348; and
ZBROJOVKA .270 rifle
SER # HR11157; and
$56.00 in U.S. Currency; and
$116.00 in U.S. Currency; and
$2,677.00 in U.S. Currency; and
Glock 22 .40 handgun
SER # FNL996 Defendants

NOTICE OF PENDING FORFEITURE
Pursuant to K.S.A. 60-4109

To: Michelle Crawford
321 E. 5th St., Newton, KS 67114
Jamel Wagoner
321 E. 5th St., Newton, KS 67114
Thomas Casey
321 E. 5th St., Newton, KS 67114
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that prop-
erty herein described has been seized
for forfeiture and is pending forfeiture
to the Newton Police Department, pur-
suant to the Kansas Standard Asset
Seizure and Forfeiture Act (KSASFA),
K.S.A. 60-4101 et. seq., and amend-
ments thereto.  If you have not previ-
ously received a Notice of Seizure for
Forfeiture, this is notice pursuant to
the Act.
The date, place of seizure and descrip-
tion of the property affected by this no-
tice is as follows:
Item #1: Jennings J-22 pistol, SER #
1098348
Date of Seizure: September 22, 2017
Place of Seizure: 321 E. 5th St., New-
ton, KS 67114
Item #2: ZBROJOVKA .270 rifle, SER #
HR11157
Date of Seizure: September 22, 2017
Place of Seizure: 321 E. 5th St., New-
ton, KS 67114
Item #3: $56.00 in U.S. Currency
Date of Seizure: September 22, 2017
Place of Seizure: 321 E. 5th St., New-
ton, KS 67114
Item #4: $116.00 in U.S. Currency
Date of Seizure: September 22, 2017
Place of Seizure: 321 E. 5th St., New-
ton, KS 67114
Item #5: $2,677.00 in U.S. Currency
Date of Seizure: September 22, 2017
Place of Seizure: 321 E. 5th St., New-
ton, KS 67114
Item #6: Glock 22 .40 handgun, SER #
FNL996
Date of Seizure: September 22, 2017
Place of Seizure: 321 E. 5th St., New-
ton, KS 67114
The conduct giving rise to forfeiture
and/or the violation of law alleged are
multiple violations of K.S.A. 21-5705
and K.S.A. 21-5706.
You are hereby notified that the Plain-
tiff’s Attorney has chosen to initially
proceed with this matter administra-
tively, and is making stipulation of ex-
emptions available for the property
seized for forfeiture as described
above. 
You may do any of the following:
1. File a verified petition for request for
Stipulation of Exemption, pursuant to
K.S.A. 60-4110, with the Plaintiff’s At-
torney and sending a copy to the seiz-
ing agency contact person; or
2. File a verified claim, pursuant to
K.S.A. 60-4111, with the District Court,
Plaintiff’s Attorney, and the seizing
agency contact person; or
3. Do nothing.
The law also provides for provisional
return of the property under certain
circumstances including the posting of
a surety bond or a court hearing on
whether probable cause existed when
the property was seized.
You may wish to consult with an attor-
ney before deciding what is best for
you.  However, if no petition or claim
is filed within thirty (30) days of per-
sonal service, publication or mailing of
this Notice, whichever is earlier, your
interest in the property described
above will be forfeited.  All such peti-
tions and claims shall comply with the
strict affidavit and informational re-
quirements for petitions and claims as
set out in K.S.A. 60-4101 et. seq., and
amendments thereto  (KSASFA).
Please be aware that it is a crime to
falsely verify an ownership interest or
other information in any request, peti-
tion or claim.
Dated: 30th day of November, 2017
_/s/ Jason R. Lane____________
Jason R. Lane, #23457
Chief Deputy County Attorney
800 N. Main, Newton, KS 67114
(316) 284-6830
jlane@harveycounty.com

(Published in the Newton Now 
on March 15, 2018)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
HARVEY COUNTY, KANSAS 

IN THE NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case No. 17CV189

STATE OF KANSAS,     Plaintiff
vs.

Davis Industries .380 Caliber semiau-
tomatic handgun
SER # AP146222; and
2006 Ford Taurus
VIN # 1FAFP53U66A119276; and
$209.00 in U.S. Currency;

Defendants

NOTICE OF PENDING FORFEITURE
Pursuant to K.S.A. 60-4109

To: Jesse L. Stevens
109 N. Anita, Potwin, KS 67123
Kassandra M. Morris
1909 S. Silver, Wichita, KS 67213
Rent-A-Wreck of Wichita
1505 S. Bluffview Dr., Wichita, KS
67218
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that prop-
erty herein described has been seized
for forfeiture and is pending forfeiture
to the Halstead Police Department,
pursuant to the Kansas Standard Asset
Seizure and Forfeiture Act (KSASFA),
K.S.A. 60-4101 et. seq., and amend-
ments thereto.  If you have not previ-
ously received a Notice of Seizure for
Forfeiture, this is notice pursuant to
the Act.
The date, place of seizure and descrip-
tion of the property affected by this no-
tice is as follows:
Item #1: Davis Industries .380 Caliber
semiautomatic handgun, SER #
AP146222
Date of Seizure: September 22, 2017
Place of Seizure: South Halstead Rd.
and Ridge Rd., Halstead, KS
Item #2: 2006 Ford Taurus, VIN #
1FAFP53U66A119276
Date of Seizure: September 22, 2017
Place of Seizure: South Halstead Rd.
and Ridge Rd., Halstead, KS
Item #3: $209.00 in U.S. currency
Date of Seizure: September 22, 2017
Place of Seizure: South Halstead Rd.
and Ridge Rd., Halstead, KS
The conduct giving rise to forfeiture
and/or the violation of law alleged are
multiple violations of K.S.A. 21-5705
and K.S.A. 21-5706.
You are hereby notified that the Plain-
tiff’s Attorney has chosen to initially
proceed with this matter administra-
tively, and is making stipulation of ex-
emptions available for the property
seized for forfeiture as described
above. 
You may do any of the following:
1. File a verified petition for request for
Stipulation of Exemption, pursuant to
K.S.A. 60-4110, with the Plaintiff’s At-
torney and sending a copy to the seiz-
ing agency contact person; or
2. File a verified claim, pursuant to
K.S.A. 60-4111, with the District Court,
Plaintiff’s Attorney, and the seizing
agency contact person; or
3. Do nothing.
The law also provides for provisional
return of the property under certain
circumstances including the posting of
a surety bond or a court hearing on
whether probable cause existed when
the property was seized.
You may wish to consult with an attor-
ney before deciding what is best for
you.  However, if no petition or claim
is filed within thirty (30) days of per-
sonal service, publication or mailing of
this Notice, whichever is earlier, your
interest in the property described
above will be forfeited.  All such peti-
tions and claims shall comply with the
strict affidavit and informational re-
quirements for petitions and claims as
set out in K.S.A. 60-4101 et. seq., and
amendments thereto  (KSASFA).
Please be aware that it is a crime to
falsely verify an ownership interest or
other information in any request, peti-
tion or claim.
Dated: 30th day of November, 2017
_/s/ Jason R. Lane____________
Jason R. Lane, #23457
Chief Deputy County Attorney
800 N. Main, Newton, KS 67114
(316) 284-6830
jlane@harveycounty.com

(Published in the Newton Now 
on March 15, 2018)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
HARVEY COUNTY, KANSAS 

IN THE NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case No. 17CV190

STATE OF KANSAS, Plaintiff
vs.

2005 Dodge Ram
VIN # 1D7HA18N055367309;
$18,380.00 in U.S. Currency;

Defendants

NOTICE OF PENDING FORFEITURE
Pursuant to K.S.A. 60-4109

To:Pablo A Estevane
2513 NW 39th Terrace, Oklahoma
City, OK 73112
Amy Valdez
2419 SW 34th St, Oklahoma City, OK
73119
Oscar Rivera-Hernandez
2609 N. Fonshill Ave., Oklahoma City,
OK 73111

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that property herein described
has been seized for forfeiture and is
pending forfeiture to the Harvey
County Sheriff’s Office, pursuant to
the Kansas Standard Asset Seizure
and Forfeiture Act (KSASFA), K.S.A.
60-4101 et. seq., and amendments
thereto.  If you have not previously
received a Notice of Seizure for For-
feiture, this is notice pursuant to the
Act.
The date, place of seizure and de-
scription of the property affected by
this notice is as follows:
Item #1: 2005 Dodge Ram, VIN #
1D7HA18N055367309
Date of Seizure: September 21, 2017
Place of Seizure: 7000 Schaben Ct.,
Newton, KS 67114
Item #2: $18,380.00 in U.S. currency
Date of Seizure: September 21, 2017
Place of Seizure: 7000 Schaben Ct.,
Newton, KS 67114
The conduct giving rise to forfeiture
and/or the violation of law alleged are
multiple violations of K.S.A. 21-5705
and K.S.A. 21-5706.
You are hereby notified that the Plain-
tiff’s Attorney has chosen to initially
proceed with this matter administra-
tively, and is making stipulation of ex-
emptions available for the property
seized for forfeiture as described
above. 
You may do any of the following:
1. File a verified petition for request
for Stipulation of Exemption, pur-
suant to K.S.A. 60-4110, with the
Plaintiff’s Attorney and sending a
copy to the seizing agency contact
person; or
2. File a verified claim, pursuant to
K.S.A. 60-4111, with the District
Court, Plaintiff’s Attorney, and the
seizing agency contact person; or
3. Do nothing.
The law also provides for provisional
return of the property under certain
circumstances including the posting
of a surety bond or a court hearing
on whether probable cause existed
when the property was seized.
You may wish to consult with an at-
torney before deciding what is best
for you.  However, if no petition or
claim is filed within thirty (30) days
of personal service, publication or
mailing of this Notice, whichever is
earlier, your interest in the property
described above will be forfeited.  All
such petitions and claims shall com-
ply with the strict affidavit and infor-
mational requirements for petitions
and claims as set out in K.S.A. 60-
4101 et. seq., and amendments
thereto  (KSASFA).  Please be aware
that it is a crime to falsely verify an
ownership interest or other informa-
tion in any request, petition or claim.
Dated: 30th day of November, 2017
_/s/ Jason R. Lane____________
Jason R. Lane, #23457
Chief Deputy County Attorney
800 N. Main, Newton, KS 67114
(316) 284-6830
jlane@harveycounty.com

(Published in the Newton Now 
on March 15, 2018)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
HARVEY COUNTY, KANSAS 

IN THE NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case No. 17CV195

STATE OF KANSAS, Plaintiff
vs.

$910.00 in U.S. currency; and
$91.00 in U.S. currency; and
$216.00 in U.S. Currency; Defendants

NOTICE OF PENDING FORFEITURE
Pursuant to K.S.A. 60-4109

To:Trenton Tuttle
408 W 4th St, Newton, KS 67114
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that prop-
erty herein described has been seized
for forfeiture and is pending forfeiture
to the Newton Police Department, pur-
suant to the Kansas Standard Asset
Seizure and Forfeiture Act (KSASFA),
K.S.A. 60-4101 et. seq., and amend-
ments thereto.  If you have not previ-
ously received a Notice of Seizure for
Forfeiture, this is notice pursuant to
the Act.
The date, place of seizure and descrip-
tion of the property affected by this no-
tice is as follows:
Item #1: $910.00 in U.S. currency
Date of Seizure: June 3, 2017
Place of Seizure: 408 W 4th St, New-
ton, KS 67114
Item #2: $91.00 in U.S. currency
Date of Seizure: June 3, 2017
Place of Seizure: 408 W 4th St, New-
ton, KS 67114
Item #3: $216.00 in U.S. currency
Date of Seizure: June 3, 2017
Place of Seizure: 408 W 4th St, New-
ton, KS 67114
The conduct giving rise to forfeiture
and/or the violation of law alleged are
multiple violations of K.S.A. 21-5705
and K.S.A. 21-5706.
You are hereby notified that the Plain-
tiff’s Attorney has chosen to initially
proceed with this matter administra-
tively, and is making stipulation of ex-
emptions available for the property
seized for forfeiture as described
above. 
You may do any of the following:
1. File a verified petition for request for
Stipulation of Exemption, pursuant to
K.S.A. 60-4110, with the Plaintiff’s At-
torney and sending a copy to the seiz-
ing agency contact person; or
2. File a verified claim, pursuant to
K.S.A. 60-4111, with the District Court,
Plaintiff’s Attorney, and the seizing
agency contact person; or
3. Do nothing.
The law also provides for provisional
return of the property under certain
circumstances including the posting of
a surety bond or a court hearing on
whether probable cause existed when
the property was seized.
You may wish to consult with an attor-
ney before deciding what is best for
you.  However, if no petition or claim
is filed within thirty (30) days of per-
sonal service, publication or mailing of
this Notice, whichever is earlier, your
interest in the property described
above will be forfeited.  All such peti-
tions and claims shall comply with the
strict affidavit and informational re-
quirements for petitions and claims as
set out in K.S.A. 60-4101 et. seq., and
amendments thereto  (KSASFA).
Please be aware that it is a crime to
falsely verify an ownership interest or
other information in any request, peti-
tion or claim.
Dated: 30th day of November, 2017
_/s/ Jason R. Lane____________
Jason R. Lane, #23457
Chief Deputy County Attorney
800 N. Main, Newton, KS 67114
(316) 284-6830
jlane@harveycounty.com

(Published in the Newton Now 
on March 15 and 22, 2018)

RESOLUTION 2018 – 8

A RESOLUTION STATING THAT CER-
TAIN EQUIPMENT IS NO LONGER RE-
QUIRED FOR USE BY THE COUNTY
AND IS AUTHORIZED TO BE SOLD.

WHEREAS, in accordance with K.S.A.
19-211(4), the Board of Harvey County
Commissioners may sell property
under a value of $50,000 upon a unan-
imous finding that the property is no
longer required, and notice of intent to
sell or dispose of the personal prop-
erty is published at least two times.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF HAR-
VEY COUNTY, KANSAS: 
There is unanimous agreement to a
finding that a 1982 Fruehauf Low Boy
Trailer, 2003 LaFarge Paint Striping
Machine, 2011 Hillsboro 5th Wheel
Flat Bed, 1995 Henke Snow Plow and
2003 Flink Snow Plow are no longer
required for use by the Harvey County
Road & Bridge Department, and the
Commissioners authorize the trailer,
paint striping machine, flat bed and
snow plows to be sold on Purple Wave
On-Line Auction.
This Resolution shall become effective
after adoption and publication twice in
the official County newspaper.  
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the gov-
erning body of Harvey County, Kansas,
this 5th   day of March, 2018.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION-
ERS  OF HARVEY COUNTY, KANSAS

/s/Randy Hague, Chairperson
/s/George A. Westfall, Member
/s/Ron Krehbiel, Member
ATTEST:
/s/Rick Piepho, County Clerk

Robotics team hoping for second chance this week

COURTESY PHOTO
Robotics team competes at recent competition in Kansas City. The team will return to K.C. this week in hopes of a regional win. 

BY BRETT KNEPPER
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW



Following a day of testi-
mony on the years of
abuse, broken bones, and
starvation inflicted by Jim
and Paige Nachtigal upon
two of their adopted chil-
dren, Judge Joe Dickinson
sentenced the Nachtigals
to what amounts to 32
months each in prison.

“This was prolonged,”
Dickinson said of the child
abuse while handing down
his sentence. “It was pro-
found abuse. It was severe
abuse.”

Shortly before the rul-
ing, both Nachtigals made
statements, asking for the
court's mercy.

“I'm very remorseful for
the pain I caused these
children,” Jim said. Stoic
through most of the day,
Jim broke down into tears
during his speech. “My
goal was to help my chil-
dren become responsible
citizens, not to hurt them.”

Paige spent time telling
the court how difficult the
children were to deal with
and discussing the skills
she taught the children.

She said she didn't have
access to the services she
needed nor the help she
needed from her church.
She also outlined various
medical conditions she
said the children suffered
from, explaining some of
the conditions they were
in.

“I have no excuses, only
remorse,” she said to Dick-
inson.

In closing arguments,
Harvey County Prosecutor
David Yoder asked for jus-
tice for the 11-year-old boy
and girl the couple
adopted and abused.

He asked the court give
the maximum sentences
possible on the charges the
Nachtigals had pleaded
guilty to—three felony
counts of child abuse for
Jim and two counts of aid-
ing felony child abuse for
Paige.

“The state has never
seen such horrific abuse in
my career,” he said, as
graphic photos of the chil-
dren's scars and X-rays of
broken bones played on a
projector screen.

“If the court is not
deeply offended by what
has happened to the chil-
dren, give them proba-
tion,” he said. “But these
people deserve maximum
prison sentences [...] We
believe both of them de-
serve far more than 68
months in prison, but at
least it's something to give
these children some level
of justice. The community
and the state needs to see
justice and tell the Nachti-
gals what they did was
criminal and what they
did needs to be severely
punished.”

Defense attorneys for
the Nachtigals asked that
they be given probation,
saying that neither was a
danger to society and that,
with mental treatment,
they could be rehabilitated
far better outside of prison
than inside it.

Defense attorney Kevin
Loeffler said that while
the court might be of-
fended by what the
Nachtigals did, it had to
look at sentencing law and

guidelines.
“These are not bad peo-

ple; these are people that
have done something that
has turned out to be bad
for the children,” he said.

Dickinson split the dif-
ference in his sentence. He
said he couldn't grant pro-
bation.

“To say you haven't com-
mitted crimes before and
won't do them again and
walk out this door, that's
not an appropriate sen-
tence,” he said. 

He, however, didn't give
the couple the maximum
sentence.

In giving the 32-month
sentences on each count of
child abuse to be served
concurrently, he said the
sentences could be short-
ened by 15 percent for
good behavior. The sen-
tences are concurrent or
will be served at the same
time.

Both Nachtigals could
serve between 27 and 32
months with the sentence.

Dickinson also recog-
nized the good representa-
tion that both sides of the
case had, as well as the
work done by the North
Newton Police Depart-
ment.

Dickinson's ruling fol-
lowed six hours of testi-
mony.

The state's testimony
worked to show the effects
of the abuse on the
adopted children.

Yoder showed photos
and X-rays of injuries two
of the children sustained,
including healed broken
bones, weeping sores on
the buttocks, how dry at
least one of the children's
skin was, the large sore on
one of the children's arms
from being hit with a cane,
and a knot on one of the
children's elbows where a
bone was broken.

Yoder also showed a
photo of one of the children
when he was in school,
where he was happy and
smiling. In the second pic-
ture, an emaciated child
with hollow eyes stared
blankly forward. The
photo was taken after the
boy was rescued from the
Nachtigal house.

North Newton Police
Chief Randy Jordan testi-
fied he got involved in the
case in 2016 when one of
the children ran away and
the police department re-
ceived a call from another
of the Nachtigal children,
telling them she had con-
cerns about the kids being
punished for anything,
spanked with a spoon on
their bottoms, having to
stand with their noses
against the wall for hours
and not being allowed to
eat the same food as the
rest of the family.

One of the abused chil-
dren said he wasn't al-
lowed to eat the same food
as Jim and Paige, and that
his day started at 5 a.m.,
Jordan said.

After breakfast, they
had exercise for an hour
and then homework, as
they were homeschooled. If
he “was good,” Jordan
said, the boy could have a
sandwich with meat in it,
an apple and water.

If the boy didn't exercise
correctly, Jim would strike
him with a cane.

He said Paige was the
one starving the boy.

“He was petrified of

Paige,” Jordan said.
When the children were

removed from the house,
one of the children limped.

“She appeared to have
been starved,” Jordan
said. “She seemed really
glad to see us.”

When they found one of
the kids, she was sitting in
urine.

At this point, Jordan
had trouble holding back
tears.

“I'm assuming this af-
fected you emotionally,”
Yoder said, to which Jor-
dan added, “Yeah.”

Conditions where the
children slept included at
least one air mattress for
the boy and what ap-
peared to be a lock on the
outside of the bedroom
door.

Pediatrician Dr. Kerry
Weeks, director of child
abuse and neglect at the
KU Medical Center, said
during testimony she's
seen thousands of abused
and neglected children and
that the three Nachtigal
children were referred to
her.

She said the kids were
sweet, well-behaved and
quiet, adding the boy even
wrote a thank-you note.

Weeks said the children
had very frail bones.

The girl had a broken
leg and tibia and a patch
of hair missing from her
head.

“This case, in my opin-
ion and expertise, was ex-
tremely severe,” Weeks
said, adding she felt like
they would have died if
they had not been found.

A clinical psychologist
for the defense, Mark
Goodman, said he exam-
ined Jim Nachtigal in Jan-
uary 2018, doing a variety
of testing, like a personal-
ity test and depression in-
ventories and found him to
not be a danger to society
and able to complete a pro-
bation program.

He added Jim Nachtigal
had a problem with pas-
sive/aggressive anger.

Yoder then asked Good-
man if Jim Nachtigal justi-
fied his actions with his
military background and
religious beliefs, to which
Goodman responded,
“Yes.”

The oldest of the Nachti-
gals' adoptive children pro-
vided an unsworn, but
emotional, statement dur-
ing the sentencing hear-
ing.

Today, she's 17 years old
and enrolled in an area
school.

She detailed the beat-
ings and about watching
the children waste away
from malnourishment.  

“In school, I've been
studying the Holocaust,
and just looking at pic-
tures of those people,
that's what [the male
child] looked like,” she
said. “He would blend
right in.”

She asked the court to
put the Nachtigals in
prison.

“They treated two inno-
cent kids, which all they
wanted was a family and
future and to be loved,
they treated them like ani-
mals,” she said. “They
might never pay for what
they did to those kids, but
having to go to jail and
have that time alone and
having to think about
what they did, maybe
someday they will realize
what they did to hurt us. I
hope they stay out of my
life and I never see them
ever again.”

Defense for both Jim
and Paige Nachtigal
brought forth witnesses,
following the state.

Don Esch, who operates
Esch Landscaping busi-
ness locally, said Jim was
a good employee after he
hired him following his ar-
rest.

Esch knew Jim through
church and said he was
good at showing up on
time and good with people.

“If the Bible said to do it,
Jim would be one of the
first to volunteer to do it,”
he said, calling Nachtigal’s
discipline.

Esch asked that Jim not
be sent to prison.

“We all have made mis-
takes, and Jim has admit-
ted to making mistakes for
the children, and there's
regret on his part,” he
said. “I don't think that
him going to jail is going to
be a good use of my tax-
payer dollars.”

Yoder, in cross examin-
ing, asked Esch if he
thought systemic abuse
was simply a mistake on
Jim's part.

Esch responded that
Jim was doing the best he
could.

A clinical psychologist,
Bruce Nystrom, spoke for
the defense, stating he did-
n't think Paige would be a
threat in the community if
placed on probation, as
long as she wasn't given
supervision or control over
children and that she
would take psychological

treatment.
Following the testimony,

attorneys made closing
statements, the couple
made statements and
Dickinson's ruling was
handed down.

At a press conference
following the sentencing,
Yoder skirted a question
regarding his satisfaction
with the sentence, while
his body language indi-
cated obvious frustration.
He collected himself and
eventually said he was
glad the couple was going
to prison.

He finished by asking
anyone who sees child
abuse or suspects child
abuse to please come for-
ward and report it.

***
The sentencing con-

cludes a case that began
more than two years ago
on Feb. 5 2016. 

Police arrested the
Nachtigals on Feb. 16 and
by Feb. 25, charges
against the couple had bal-
looned, with them each
facing child abuse charges,
two counts of torturing or
cruelly beating a minor
and seven aggravated bat-
tery charges. All charges
carried minimums of at
least 31 months in prison.

The couple originally
pleaded not guilty to the
charges.

At the time, County
Prosecutor David Yoder
said that he was looking to
avoid a lengthy trial for
the sake of the children
and seeking a plea deal. 

In August of 2017, the
couple changed their pleas
to guilty in exchange for
some charges being
dropped. Jim Nachtigal
pled guilty on three counts
of felony child abuse. Paige
Nachtigal pleaded guilty
on two counts.

The couple will report to
the Harvey County Jail by
5 p.m. on March 15.
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Hutchinson | Haven | Newton | Wichita | 800.428.8472 | www.hcu.co

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA. Limited time offer, membership required, *Annual percentage Yield (

Visit www.hcu.coop/bump 
or call 800.428.8472 to open 

No matter what your 

account balance is, Premier 

Checking from Heartland 

Credit Union earns you 

more interest than most 

savings accounts.

Switch now and see how it 

feels to get more with the 

money you use each day!

It’s the Heartland way.

Visit hcu.coop to learn more.

Money
More

For You

Hutchinson | Haven | Newton | Wichita

Our members

on their checking accounts.*

EARN ALMOST  
2X THE INTEREST 

Federally insured by NCUA. *
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WELLNESS CENTERS 

Hesston    
North Newton

Join in March to:
� waive your $25 joiner fee
� get 1 month free
� receive a 10 visit day    
 pass card ($50 value)
� enter to win a $25  
 Bluestem Culinary gift card
              
Regular monthly membership fees 
apply. Limit 1 free month per year.
 
Hesston location:
During March get 5 free  
aquatic classes! 
Also, now offering  
pottery classes!
hesstonwellness.com
 
North Newton location:
Now featuring evening hours!
Pool open and equipment 
room staffed Monday- 
Wednesday, 5-7 p.m.
northnewtonwellness.com
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‘Horrific’ child abuse gets Nachtigals prison
BY ADAM STRUNK AND

WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
James Nachtigal, left, and Paige Nachtigal, right, sit in court Thursday morning with their lawyers. 



The U.S. Department of
Transportation this week
awarded a $16 million
TIGER Grant for replace-
ment on Amtrak’s South-
west Chief route.

This grant will pay for
29 miles of track replace-
ment in Colorado and var-
ious track replacement
and other improvements
in New Mexico. The local
match is $9.16 million for
the $16 million grant.

In October 2017, the
Newton City Commission
approved a $12,500 contri-
bution to the grant match-
ing funds. Hutchinson,
Dodge City and Garden
City also contributed, and
the Kansas Department of
Transportation pledged $1
million.

City Commissioner
Barth Hague, who repre-
sents the city on passen-
ger rail issues,
acknowledged the impor-
tance of the project to
Newton’s Amtrak service.

“Ongoing improvement
of Amtrak’s Southwest
Chief line serves to solid-
ify the route’s viability
and ridership growth,”
Hague said. “That helps
Newton, as the highest
volume station in Kansas.
It also supports our efforts
to bring the Heartland
Flyer train from Fort
Worth to Newton.”

This grant builds upon
two previous $28 million
TIGER grant projects that
replaced large sections of
the Southwest Chief rail
line. With completion of
this project, there will be
only 27 miles still needing
replacement.

The Southwest Chief
runs southwest from
Chicago to Kansas City to
Newton, then west
through western Kansas
to La Junta, Colo.; and

Raton, N.M.; before pro-
ceeding to Los Angeles.
Track conditions between
Newton and Raton had de-
teriorated in the past
decade, and Amtrak said
in 2010 that if significant
improvements were not
made to the tracks, it
would divert the South-
west Chief to run south
from Newton, bypassing
western Kansas and Col-
orado.

46 years, since it opened
around 1972 when now
co-owner Mario Llamas’s
mother got it going.

“My mom’s name is
Lupe,” the 69-year-old
Llamas said. “That’s why
it’s named this.”

Llamas said his mom
used to work at Hehr
Glass, so after she re-
tired, she still wanted to
have something to do, so
she and Llamas’s dad,
P.J. Llamas, bought it
and started cooking. Be-
fore it was Lupe’s, the
business housed a car lot
and sometime before
that, a Tasty Freeze.

Although Lupe passed
away, they still use her
recipes, as well as her
name.

“Everything’s hers,”
Llamas said. “We kept
everything the same.”

The ordering area
seems to be like what a
Tasty Freeze might’ve
had back in the day, with
a walk-up counter where
patrons order and choose
from a wide selection of
menu items, but now, in-
stead of ordering ice
cream, the patrons
choose from more main-
dish Mexican fare, in-
cluding best sellers like
the deluxe tostada, fried
flour tacos and smoth-
ered burritos with pork
chili. Décor seems to be
from the ’70s, but no one
seems to mind, as it adds
to the place's flavor. The
food is what they’re after.

During a recent Friday
lunch hour, the eating
area was packed. Al-
though people order at a
counter, there is a

screened-in porch-like
area with square tables
where folks can dine.
There’s a sign on the door
between the counter and
eating area that says
“Cash only,” which
doesn’t seem to stop any-
one from getting a meal
and a drink.

Llamas indicated their
food is popular, since peo-
ple who moved away
have come back to the
restaurant when they
can. They definitely have
fans.

“I’ve eaten about a
thousand of those Lupe’s
deluxe tostadas,” said
Matt Bartel, former New-
ton resident who now
lives in another state.
“Lots of memories in that
Styrofoam container for
me. During my Newton
days, Lupe’s was a food
group by itself.”

Lisa McCulloch said
her sister goes there
straight away when visit-
ing from Canada, and one
Newton mom used to buy
her son burritos to give to
him when he returned to
Newton on a train. He
loved the burritos.

Even a Derby resident
loves the food.

“I’m only in Derby, and
they are my first stop,
too,” Lea Bradley said. “I
try not to come on Satur-
day or Sunday and to al-
ways have cash!”

On Lupe’s Facebook
page, Brenda Keener
gave them a five-star rat-
ing.

“I just wanted y’all to
know it’s been years since
I’ve been able to enjoy
your food,” she wrote on
Facebook. “Living in
Texas and New Mexico
isn’t anything like it.
Miss your burritos and

famous tacos. Yummy.”
James Garrett has a

high opinion about the
quality of food, as well.

“Don’t let looks deceive
you,” he wrote on Face-
book. “This is the best
Mexican food in Amer-
ica.”

Cynthia Reyes also had
great things to say about
Lupe's.

“Lupe's is family run
by a very good family,”
she wrote on Facebook.
“Started out by Lupe Lla-
mas herself. She had her
sisters helping her and
family. The food has
stayed the same as her
original recipes. I think
all my sisters in my fam-
ily Garcias have worked
there. I hear people that
move from Newton al-
ways saying that when
they come visit they have
to stop at Lupe's for their
fix. So very happy to see
the family-ran business
being in Newton staying
the same. Good food. Yes
it is now owned by my
brother-in-law, and he
does a good job.”

Llamas said they’ve
tried to keep the food
quality consistent during
the years. For instance,
he said tomato juice,
when they get it from
suppliers, can have dif-
ferent levels of water in
it, depending on the type.

He and his wife, Anita,
acquired the restaurant
in 1993. When they first
opened, Llamas said
Anita worked there, but
she doesn’t now. She’s
been employed at Nor-
craft for 30 years. How-
ever, Llamas has a
different story.

“This is all I do now,”
he said, adding when he
first started, for about a

year and a half, he
worked at Windsor
Homes, which built mo-
bile homes on Spencer,
during the day and then
at Lupe’s at night.

He said he was brought
up with good work ethic.

“That’s the way we
were brought up,” said
Llamas, who was born
and raised in Newton.

He said even though
they’re closed Saturday
and Sunday, they’re still
there on weekends doing
a lot, like paperwork or
maintenance.

As mentioned earlier,
their weekday begins at 6
a.m. when the cooking
starts.

“We cook our beans
and all that and make
our pork chili in the
morning,” Llamas said,
adding their hours on
weekdays are straight
through—there’s no 3 to
5 p.m. break for them.

He also said they never
know when it’s going to
be busy.

“You never know from
day to day,” he said. “It’s
basically a guessing
game on what you need
to prepare that day.”

He said it’s just like a
retail business in that
they might sell a lot of
something one day and
not so much the next.

He also said they have
a number of expenses
and they don’t have as
much money as some
might think, adding the
cost of food goes up and
up, and they have to buy
paper goods and pay em-
ployees. Those employees
include Roberta Jaso,
who’s worked there off
and on for more than 20
years since she was in
high school; Cheri Angle-

ton, who’s starting her
eighth year; and Julia
Caraway.

In addition to having
regular employees, the
restaurant has regular
patrons.

“We have regulars,”
Llamas said. “There’s
quite a few regulars. You
might know a few by
name.”

Llamas and Anita have
two adult children, Stacy
Barnett and Mario Lla-
mas, both of Newton,
who help out with the
business when needed,
keeping things in the
family.

“They’ll come in and
help every once in a
while when we’re short,”
Llamas said.
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LUPE’S
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Julia Caraway, left, and Roberta Jason prepare food on Monday afternoon at Lupe's.

$16 million grant awarded for Southwest Chief rail repairs
FOR NEWTON NOW


