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Laura Van Bergeijk, Gretchen Otter and Elise Jantz work together on this season’s upcoming robotics project. The team has six weeks to
plan make and test a robot before competition. 

Extra-ordinary curricular 
Robotics is life for the Newton team members, alumni 

The clock on the projector
screen counted down. Twenty-four
minutes remaining. 

The Newton Robotics team, be-
hind laptops and rows of raised
desks, waited silent and attentive. 

Coach Shawn Taylor gives the
group of about two dozen their
Saturday morning briefing.

He walked in the front of the
room, speaking in a way that a
colonel would address his men in
an old war movie.

There would be challenges, he
told them. There would be ques-
tions. There would be hard work.
There would be frustration.

He said he knew nearly 80 per-
cent of them were fresh faces.
Look to the veterans, they would
know what to expect. 

The students continued to sit
silently. This day meant serious
business. 

The countdown clock hit zero,
and the group learned of their
mission. 

***

Last Saturday, the Newton Ro-
botics team, or RaileRobotics, held
a kick off event for the 2018 sea-
son. 

At the event, a video outlined
the problem students would solve
for the year. 

Basically, students would build
a robot to manipulate 3.5-pound
cubes.

However, the game presented is
exponentially more complex and
required students to strategize
about how to stack the cubes,
where they put them, how they
would work with other competing
robots, and how they would pro-
gram their robot during the au-

tonomous portion of the competi-
tion. 

“They say it's a straightforward
game, but it's a lot more compli-
cated than what they say,” head
coach Shawn Taylor said, dis-
cussing strategy. “You can have a
very simplistic robot to complete
this game, but you have to have a
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RaileRobotics members Landon Comeaux and Nick Benard work to learn about an upcom-
ing problem for this year’s robotics season. 

See ROBOTICS / 8
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Matt Morford, director of business services with USD 373, right, talks to Kim
Fiessinger, accounting supervisor, in their school district office. 

Matt Morford gets nostalgic
walking the halls of Newton High
School, the halls he also walked as
a student, most likely wearing
more casual
clothes than he
does today, maybe
in shorts and a T-
shirt, equipped
with a backpack
and eager to get
the day over so he
could go home to a tasty treat or
hang out with friends.

Now, the 1998 Newton High
School graduate dresses more for-

mally in his job with USD 373 as
director of business services, wear-
ing a suit and tie, dress shoes and
even some argyle socks, as he did
during the Monday night board of
education meeting.

When Morford attended NHS,
the building was different. The
main offices were closer to the com-

mons area and
the current main
entrance wasn’t
there.

“The way it’s
evolved and
changed over the
years, it’s inter-

esting,” Morford said.
What hasn’t changed during the

Morford enjoys job with local school district
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He's loved. He has a family who is missing him
dearly. His name is Michael Aycock, and he's been
gone since around May 30.

“He was a Walton resident,” Harvey County
Sheriff Chad Gay said on Monday afternoon. “He's
got family around here. People know him, but he
did just vanish.”

This is the only open missing person case with
the Harvey County Sheriff's Office. In addition,
the Newton Police Department doesn't have any
open cases right now, said NPD Lt. Scott Powell.

“Right now, I can only think of one person we
have missing,” Gay said regarding Aycock.

As of late, there have been a number of missing
persons posted on social media from Newton.
However, it appears these people are found.

“We get a lot of people wanting to report some-
one as missing,” Powell said, adding the depart-
ment doesn't get concerned unless the adults
might be in danger or are missing against their
will. He said adults have the right to go missing if
they wish.

“Your kid can turn 18 and say, 'I'm gone. I'm
leaving,'” Powell said, adding no one can make
that person go home.

Most of the kids reported missing in Newton are
when parents might not know where they kids
were, like if they go to a friend's house or some-
where else the parents didn't know about. All

Missing persons: Only
one open case in
Newton, Harvey Co.

See MISSING / 8
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Library has mission to get
young kids reading more
and more - Page 3

Newton grade school
teacher wins big state
award - Page 5

If you want to build in the rural parts of Harvey
County, you have to have a bunch of land. 

For many years, that's been the policy in Har-
vey County with the “40-acre rule.”

However, that rule could soon change.
County policy stated that, to build a house in

the country outside of a city, you needed to have a
40 acre parcel or “quarter of a quarter section” to
do so. 

The rule has been effective.
“The regulations have done what they're in-

tended to do,” Zoning and Planning Director Gina
Bell said. “They limited growth. They limited
sprawl, but they limited housing starts. The hous-
ing starts have decreased. I looked mid ’90s, and
we had 40 houses being built. I looked last year,

Longstanding
Harvey County
building rule
could change
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See RULE / 12
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JOINER 

FEE

WORK OUT
HELP OUT

$0

SAVE $50 
THRU 1/15/18

Ask about YMCA Income-Based Financial Assistance. 
You may be eligible to save even more. Pro-rated 
membership fee due at sign-up. Not valid on previous 
transactions. Offer ends 1/15/18.

GREATER WICHITA YMCA
YMCAWICHITA.ORG

JOIN TODAY 
AT ANY Y OR ONLINE AT

YMCAWICHITA.ORG/JOINTODAY

It�s more than a gym. When you join the Y, you help support kids� teams and trophies. 
You support family memories and programs for people of all ages. You support a 
healthier, happier community. At the Y, when you�re working out, you�re helping out.

OFFER ENDS SOON!

FOR A BETTER YOU - FOR A BETTER US

“Bump” up your rate once 
with this special certificate.  

Visit hcu.coop/bump.

BUMP CERTIFICATE RATES AS HIGH AS

2.22%
APY*

Bump Up
Your Savings

TM

Hutchinson | Haven | Newton | Wichita | 800.428.8472 | www.hcu.coop/bump

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA. Limited time offer, membership required, *Annual percentage Yield (APY), penalty for 

Visit www.hcu.coop/bump 
or call 800.428.8472 to open 
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USD 373 helps with Newton beautification

Newton USD 373 is
going to contribute to the
beautification of down-
town Newton after the
USD 373 Board of Educa-
tion on Monday night
unanimously approved a
measure to allow money
from a local mural group
to go through the district
for bill paying.

The board approved a
Memorandum of Under-
standing between the
district; the mural group,
Newton Murals and Arts
Project (NMAP); and
Central Kansas Commu-
nity Foundation (CKCF)
in Newton.

“This is a project that
will probably extend over
three years,” NMAP
member Constance
Gehring told the board,
adding the group will
work with the commu-
nity in terms of artists
and walls to create mu-
rals, mostly in the down-
town area. The project
also is open to sculptors.

“Our mission state-
ment is to create this art
for the purpose of beauti-
fication,” Gehring said.

“USD will enter into a
Fund Agreement with
Central Kansas Commu-
nity Foundation, New-
ton, Kansas, whereby
donors may make chari-
table gifts to the fund es-
tablished by USD,”
according to the Memo-
randum. “Central Kansas
Community Foundation
will maintain any idle
monies in the fund and
direct investment of the
same. All funds for this
project shall be delivered
to the Central Kansas
Community Foundation
and distributions there
from shall be made to
USD and restricted for
use for the purposes ex-
pressed herein; i.e., ex-
penses incurred in the
creation of approved mu-
rals.”

Newton Superintend-
ent Deborah Hamm said
CKCF would be responsi-
ble for collecting money
for the mural group, and
then any bills would
come through the school

district. This makes the
district the fiscal agent
for the mural group.

The mural group
wanted to work with the
school district because
the CKCF has to distrib-
ute the mural group
funds as grant money to
a 501(c)(3) or educational
entity, said Angie Tatro,
executive director of
CKCF.

Hamm said the funds
will run through the dis-
trict's budget, and the
public perception could
be that the district is
spending money on frivo-
lous things. However, the
money was not the dis-
trict's in the first place.
It also will add extra
work for district employ-
ees, she added.

New Board Member
Toby Tyner said it looks
like an opportunity for
the district to be involved
in visual improvement in
town.

“I think the public will
get it,” Tyner said.
“We're very open about
it.”

The board approved
the measure 6-0 with
Board Member Steve
Richards excusing him-
self. The other new board
member at the meeting
was Jennifer Budde. An-
gela Becker and Allen
Jantz were appointed
earlier in the school year.

In other business, the
board:

• Met in executive ses-

sion to discuss personnel
and student matters.

• Received a personnel
report that included res-
ignations of district em-
ployees, including
longtime teachers Ray-
mond Olais, Lou Didier
and Karen Loucks.

• Approved capital out-
lay requests for 2018-19
in a 7-0 vote. During the
December meeting, the
board was presented
with a projected capital
outlay tentative budget
through June 2019 with
$3,450,663 in resources
available for that year,
including a balance of
about $1.337 million as
of Dec. 1. Projected ex-
penditures are
$2,088,082, with an ex-
pected balance of
$1,362,581 at the end of
the year. Of the about
$5.6 million in capital
outlay requests made,
only about $1.992 million
were funded.

Items funded include
$16,000 for wrestling
mats, $30,000 for Raven-
scroft Gym at the high
school to be sanded, re-
painted and finished,
$38,000 to replace LED
lighting at Brooks Trade

Center, $35,000 for a
bathroom remodel at
Brooks Trade Center,
about $19,000 for new
lunchroom tables at Sun-
set Elementary School,
about $85,000 miles to
replace one of two school
buses that have more
than 200,000 miles and
$19,000 for custodial
equipment at various
schools.

Director of Business
Services Matt Morford
said they tried to make
the approved outlay
funds as fair as possible
with everyone getting
something.

Becker said she noticed
there are bleachers re-
quested for the high
school that weren't
funded. She wanted to
know if they'd be able to
get funded in the bond
issue. Hamm said they
would, since it's used as
classroom space. 

Tyner added it looks
like everything that was
funded was fully funded
and that it's unfortunate
the district wasn't able to
fund fine arts at all.

• Approved the consent
agenda, which includes
bills, minutes of the Dec.

11 meeting, treasurer's
report, personnel report
and sale/disposal of sur-
plus equipment.

• Approved the South
Central Kansas System
of Cooperating Libraries
membership.

• Approved committee
appointments with Jantz
on the Vocational Advi-
sory Board, Budde on the
District Wellness Com-
mittee, and Budde and
Tyner as representatives
on the Negotiations
Team.

• Received an update
on the comprehensive
plan. 

“In an effort to tie the
strategic vision, compre-
hensive plan and district
improvement process to-
gether, a draft document
(USD 373 Board goal)
has been created and is
included in this packet
for review,” information
given to the board stated.
“The document provides
an overarching board
goal that encompasses
the three components of
the strategic vision: rela-
tionships, teaching and
learning, and assets and
resources.”

Hamm also told the

board about the commu-
nity survey that started
Jan. 2. Patron Insight
began contacting district
patrons who voted in the
November school bond
election. Patron Insight
is using Market Research
Associates to make phone
calls until 400 people
have done the survey.
Calling will be complete
by Jan. 19.

• Approved the follow-
ing gift requests:
$1,742.29 from the New-
ton Booster Club to
Chisholm Middle School
for new wrestling uni-
forms; and $500 from
Seed Research Equip-
ment Solutions, $500
from Cox Machine and
$1,000 from Park Aero-
space to Newton High
School RaileRobotics for
competition expenses. 

NHS Principal Lisa
Moore said the Robotics
team needs to raise
around $40,000.

• Listened to Hamm
and Morford talk about
its Kansas State Depart-
ment of Education audit
this year. Morford said
the district is down 7.4
full-time equivalency this
year, which could be ap-
plied to funding next
year, adding he wasn't
sure what kind of fund-
ing mechanism they're
going to have in the next
school year.

• Listened to reports
from a variety of district
employees who attended
the International Society
for Technology in Educa-
tion conference June 25
through 28 in San Anto-
nio. They included
Melissa Carlson, Jan
Bergen, Megan Nagel,
Brenda Thompson and
Deb Helberg.

“When I talk about it
being a premier confer-
ence, it is,” said Thomp-
son, director of
technology services with
USD 373, adding 20,000
people from the States
and 72 other countries
attended.

There were more than
200 sessions they could
attend.

“I just want to say
thanks for letting us go,”
Carlson said. “I gained a
lot of knowledge.”
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USD 373 District students, from left, Anjela Rodriguez, Raven Comte and Xena Zuno put on a demonstration
for board members regarding an applied physics item they use in the classroom after teacher Deb Helberg
got it at the International Society for Technology in Education.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Constance Gehring with Newton
Murals and Arts Project addresses
the Newton Board of Education on
Monday night. 

New board members Toby Tyner, Jennifer Budde attend their first meeting



The county will soon be
getting eight new Ford Ex-
plorers for $132,000. 

On Monday, the county
commission gave approval
of a bid, barring staff re-
view, from Midway Motors
that would offer the sher-
iff's department and Har-
vey County Emergency
Communications eight
2018 Ford Police Intercep-
tors (Ford Explorers). 

One would go to Harvey
County EMS, two would
serve as sheriff's detective
vehicles and five would
serve as patrol cars. 

The patrol cars will be
black with white doors and
have sirens on top. 

The price includes trade
ins: five existing patrol ve-
hicles, a 2003 Ford Ranger
pickup, a 10-year-old
Chevrolet Impala and a
2008 Chevrolet Silverado
4x4. The Silverado still
had a trade in value of
$18,000, despite its age. 

County staff will review
the bids from Midway Mo-
tors before giving final ap-
proval. 

The vehicles should
have a similar profile to
existing law enforcement
vehicles in the Newton Po-
lice and Harvey County
Sheriff's Office fleets.

Gay, in a previous meet-
ing, said he opted for the
black and white coloring,
as opposed to something
like slate gray, so people
could recognize the vehi-
cles driving around.

On the patrol note, Gay
reported that in December
the department made 522
traffic stops, wrote 71 tick-
ets, and made 44 arrests.
He said deer accidents
were down to 10 for the
month. 

And in a final law en-
forcement note, County
Administrator Anthony
Swartzendruber gave an
update on the progression
of a proposed remodel of
the Harvey County Law
Enforcement Center.

The county owns the

building that houses the
sheriff's department, as
well as the Newton Police
Department. Both govern-
ing bodies previously
agreed to hire an architect
to come up with designs
for what was a proposed $3
million remodel and con-
struction project.

“I expect we'll have
meetings in the near fu-
ture with city staff on
making sure parts we
want in the design are in-
cluded,” Swartzendruber
said. 

Swartzendruber also
said it sounded like the
county's share of lead
abatement at the indoor
gun raise would be around
$5,400, which he said
would be its share of the
overall cost. 

The project was origi-
nally estimated to cost
around $100,000, so it has
come in quite a bit cheaper
than originally thought. 

In other news, the
county plans to drop out of
a voluntary program
through the Federal Emer-
gency Management
Agency (FEMA), as, in
staff and the commission's
opinion, the costs outweigh
the benefits. 

The program, called the
Community Rating Sys-
tem, CRS, provides a five-
percent discount to people
with flood insurance. 

Currently, 80 people in
Harvey County pay flood
insurance, and the Com-
munity Rating System, a
voluntary program, pro-
vides an average rebate of
$32 to each participant. 

In exchange for those
discounts, the county does
a good amount of clerical

work for FEMA, providing
information about the
floodplain, as well as infor-
mation regarding each in-
teraction they have with a
resident with questions
about flooding concerns. 

Gina Bell, director of
zoning and planning, said
the work to participate in
the program was more
than what the county
gained from it. She said
that employee Karen Ja-
cobs spent 415 hours since
August working with the
program. 

“Community rating sys-
tem is over and above
what we have to do to stay
in the national flood insur-
ance program,” she said.
“This is additional. This is
saying we want you to do
community outreach.”

The commission held
with that opinion, with
Commissioners Chip West-
fall and Randy Hague say-
ing that the return from
the program didn't equal
the amount the county
spent on it. 

Westfall expressed con-
cerns that one day there
would be forced participa-
tion in such a program,
and Bell said she didn't
think that would happen
very soon.

Finally, in a joint letter
to be signed by the county
commission chair and the
Newton mayor, both bod-
ies will formerly request
that Kansas Work-
forceONE cooperate with
Workforce Alliance of
South Central Kansas to
provide the county with
help dealing with business,
workforce and economic
development needs. Both
organizations serve needs

of the local governments
that participate with them
and are in their geographi-
cal area.

WorkforceOne currently
serves Harvey County and
much of western Kansas.
The Workforce Alliance of
South Central Kansas or
“local area four” serves the
Wichita metropolitan area.

The commission has
long discussed switching to
the Workforce Alliance of
South Central Kansas
from WorkforceONE, but
those discussions haven't
ever moved forward to an
action. Swartzendruber
said he felt that this effort
represented a formal way
to use both programs. 

“We feel workforce area
four in Wichita has some
offerings area one doesn't,”
he said. “Our workforce in
Harvey County is probably
more integrated in four
than it is to one.”

The letter asked for a
meeting with both groups
in February as well as rep-
resentation on the Local
Workforce Development
Board or the Chief Elected
Officials Board for Work-
forceONE.

ETC.
The meeting saw the

traditional switching of
chairs for the Harvey
County Commission.

Each year, the commis-
sion cycles to a new chair-
man. Hague became the
chairman of the Harvey
County Commission for
2018, replacing Ron Kre-
hbiel. As result of the ac-
tion, Hague moved one

chair to the right, switch-
ing spots with Krehbiel
and assuming the title of
chairperson and leader-
ship of the meeting. The
process took about five
minutes as commissioners
cracked jokes and decided
how exactly to move the
chairs around. Hague
warned Krehbiel that his
chair was formed to his
posterior. 

Commissioner Chip
Westfall became vice chair.
With the chairman title
comes the responsibility
for Hague to sit on the
KLP Development Com-

mittee. The commission
also approved keeping all
other various commission
board appointments in
place.

The county paid its
weekly bills for
$484,562.82. That number
includes a large chunk for
the year's insurance pay-
ments for employees as
well as a $109,000 lease
payment to Motorola for
the county's radio tower
services. 

The county held a 15
minute executive session
to discuss privileged attor-
ney-client matters.
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Library's new program encourages parents to read to children

If the average chil-
dren’s book is an inch
thick, a pile of 1,000 of
those books would make
a stack about 84 feet tall.

That’s as towering as
about two T-Rexes, one
standing on the other’s
head; as tall as a bra-
chiosaurus or about as
tall as a stack of six or
seven 6-foot-tall men. It’s
also about as long as a
small blue whale.

Those 1,000 books is a
goal of the 1,000 Books
Before Kindergarten pro-
gram at Newton Public
Library.

“This is to get children
from birth to 5 years old
to be read to,” said Amy
Bayes, head supervisor of
children’s services,
adding libraries all over
are doing this, as it’s
part of a national event

and has been quite suc-
cessful.

She said the local li-
brary started in Septem-
ber 2017, and the first
little boy, who’s 2, fin-
ished at the end of No-
vember with 1,000 books
read to him.

“On behalf of the 1,000
Books Foundation, we in-
vite you to participate in
this free program, which
encourages you to read
1,000 books with your
child before he or she
starts kindergarten,” ac-
cording to a letter from
the library addressed to
parents and guardians.

As children get read to,
they get a sticker and
their first name on a li-
brary wall. As of Friday
morning, 32 had finished
100 books, Bayes said.

“They can start any-
time they want to,”
Bayes said about the
self-paced program.

When they enroll, the
kids get a packet with a

book and a chart.
“Fifty-five are in this

so far,” Bayes said.

“When they reach the
500 mark, they get an-
other book, and when

they reach 1,000, they
get a T-shirt.”

The kids don’t, how-

ever, have to have 1,000
different books read to
them; they can even have
the same book read to
them 1,000 times.

The books come from
the Bessmer Foundation,
Bayes said.

“It goes really quicker
than you think,” Bayes
said. “It sounds daunt-
ing, but you have five
years to do it.”

If a parent reads one
book a night to a child,
that’s 365 books in one
year and 1,095 in three.

“If you consider that
most children start
kindergarten at around 5
years of age, you have
more time than you
think,” the letter stated.

Parents and guardians
can take part by reading
to children, which is a
great time for bonding
and keep track of book ti-
tles read, including ones
read at school or to them
by siblings, the letter
stated.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Sisters Lyliana Negrete, left, and Myla Negrete talk Friday at the library while taking time to read some
books. 
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Eight new police interceptors to upgrade Harvey County fleet
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
The Harvey County Commission switches chairs after the annual change
in chairmanship on the commission.



Page 4      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now      January 11, 2018NEWS

North Newton city government touts strong financial year
2017 was a good year

for North Newton fi-
nances—perhaps one of
the best in the city’s
nearly 80-year history, ac-
cording to City Adminis-
trator John Torline.

Torline updated the
North Newton Council on
the state of the city's fi-
nances at the city's
monthly meeting Monday
night. 

“We ended the year in a
very strong financial posi-
tion,” Torline saying it
was one of the best he had
seen in his tenure, which
spans about 20 years.

The city ended 2017
with a cash balance of
about $1.4 million, which
is up nearly $70,000 from
the previous year.

“It’s the strongest bal-
ance we’ve had in my
tenure, and I think proba-
bly ever,” Torline said.

Torline said the city
also remained under

budget all year and met
or exceeded all cash-bal-
ance forecasts.

Torline attributed the
windfall in part to rev-
enues from sewer utili-
ties. 

Newton Now will pub-
lish the city’s full finan-
cial statement.

The council saw a new
face at its meeting and
the departure of Council
Member Jane Schmidt. 

Schmidt was appointed
to the council in 2012 and
successfully ran for elec-
tion to a four-year term
the following year, pick-
ing up just over 24 per-
cent of the vote and
finishing second in a five-
way race.

“I have really appreci-
ated serving with all of
you,” Schmidt said, ad-
dressing the council. “I
have enjoyed this, and I
will keep my eyes and
ears open and watch from
the audience.”

Mayor Ron Braun and
the council formally recog-

nized Schmidt during the
meeting. 

“I’ve appreciated her
ability to be here to en-
gage in the affairs and the
work of the City of North
Newton and for the deci-
sions that have been
made during her tenure,”
Braun said.

Schmidt was the only
woman serving on the
five-person council.

Taking Schmidt’s place
is Dennis Campbell, who
was elected to his first
term on the council in No-
vember. Incumbents Jim
Goering and Gregg Dick
were re-elected in the No-
vember election. Camp-
bell, Goering and Dick
were each sworn in at the
Jan. 8 meeting.

Ron Ratzlaff was unani-
mously selected by the
council to continue serv-
ing as council president.

Etc.
• The council passed a

resolution describing the
city’s boundaries to in-

clude the annexed prop-
erty which contains the
city’s water tower.

• Goering updated the
council on the North New-
ton Community Founda-
tion. Kurt Friesen will
serve as chair of the foun-
dation board, taking over
for Goering. The founda-
tion ended 2017 with an
asset balance of $217,350,
which is up nearly
$60,000 from 2016. The
North Newton Area Envi-
ronmental Fund was es-
tablished Dec. 29 with an
initial balance of $10,000.

• City Superintendent
Danny Bisoni said that
the city made it through a
wave of below-freezing
temperatures with no re-
ported water pipe freezes.
Bisoni also said that snow
removal has gone well be-
cause there has been no
snow to remove.

• The city maintenance
team trapped three opos-
sums, two skunks, and
one cat in the month of
December.

BY RAY STRUNK
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

RAY STRUNK/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
Jane Schmidt receives recognition for her service on North Newton City
Council. 

NEWS BRIEFS

Three-car accident 
sends five to hospital 
A three-vehicle acci-

dent injured sent five to
the hospital shut down I-
135 near mile marker 31
Sunday evening around
7:43 p.m.

According to Kansas
Highway Patrol crash
logs, a 2011 Tucson SUV
driven by Hannah
Becker, 16, of Hesston
attempted to merge on
northbound I-135 from
U.S. Highway 50. 

A second vehicle, a
2017 Audi SUV driven by
Stephen Schmidt, 49, of
Hays, slowed down to let
Becker merge onto the
highway. 

A third vehicle, a 2012
Chevrolet Camaro driven
by Ethan Moodie, 19, of
McPherson ran into the
second vehicle as it
slowed down.

That vehicle came to
rest in the median of the
highway. The Camaro

then struck the first ve-
hicle. Both came to rest
on the right lane of I-135. 

Emergency crews re-
sponded. Becker was
taken to Wesley Medical
Center with injuries.
Schmidt was taken to
Newton Medical Center
with injuries, along with
another occupant of his
vehicle, Jean Schmidt of
Hays. 

An occupant of
Moodie's vehicle, Jentry
Strothman of Moscow,
was taken to Newton
Medical Center with in-
juries, along with
Moodie, who was listed
as having possible in-
juries.

Stephen and Jean
Schmidt, along with
Becker, were wearing
seatbelts. Moodie and
Strothman were not.

To deal with the acci-
dent, emergency crews
shut down the highway
to deal with the situa-
tion.

Nugent receives
national press award
Newton Now Features

Editor and Photographer
Wendy Nugent received a
second-place award in the
Spot News category
monthly clip contest in
the Central Region of the
National Press Photogra-
phers Association for No-
vember.

Results of the Novem-
ber contest were released
this past weekend.

The photo is a vertical
shot of the storage build-
ing Nov. 16 fire in North
Newton that incorporates
billowing smoke, the
grain elevator and two
firefighters in an aerial
ladder.

In the contest, Nugent
competed against photog-
raphers in the Central Re-
gion of the United States
from Alaska to Texas.
There are no circulation
categories, so she com-
petes against photogra-

phers from small weeklies
up to large dailies, where
the photographers only do
photography.

NPPA has about 6,000
members from all over the
world.

Luncheon to discuss
active shooters set for

February
The Newton Area

Chamber of Commerce,
along with the Harvey
County Emergency Man-
agement, will be hold a
luncheon discussion ac-
tive shooter preparedness
Wednesday, Feb. 21, from
12 to 1:30 p.m. at the
Meridian Center.

The cost to attend the
event is $25 for chamber
members and $35 for non-
members. Lunch will be
provided. Please register
for the luncheon with the
Newton Chamber of Com-
merce no later than by
Monday, Feb. 12.

Former superintendent's
daughter passes

after vehicle crash 
Kathryn Morton Krista,

daughter of former New-
ton superintendent John
Morton, died in a car
wreck near Middleburg,
Va., on Jan. 5. 

According to a local
newspaper, the Fauquier
Times, a driver crossed
the center line, striking
Krista's Ford Explorer
head on.

Morton worked as an
equine veterinarian in
Virginia.

Man arrested for burglary
for alleged attempt to

take suitcase
Newton police arrested

a man on pending charges
of burglary after police re-
ceived a report of a person
taking a suitcase from an

abandoned house. 
On Jan. 5 a person liv-

ing in the 300 Block of E
Seventh Street called po-
lice, saying they saw a
man
pulling a
suitcase
out of a
house
they knew
to be un-
occupied. 

The per-
son de-
scribed
the sus-
pect and said they got on
a bike and left. The sus-
pect did not take the suit-
case with them. 

Newton Police later ar-
rested Thomas Lane in
association with the re-
port in the 1000 Block of
N. Walnut Street. 

Newton Police Lt. Scott
Powell said that officers
found the reported suit-
case near the house.

—Newton Now staff

Lane



For the second year in a
row, a Newton teacher re-
ceived a select state recog-
nition for excellence
following their first year of
teaching. 

Connie Neale, a second
grade teacher at Slate
Creek Elementary, earned
a Horizon Award from the
State of Kansas. Each year
the State of Kansas recog-
nizes 32 of its first year
teachers who have distin-
guished themselves with
excellent and innovate
teaching methods. 

Neale's recognition fol-
lows that of Nova Latta, a
teacher at Chisholm Mid-
dle School, who received
the award last year. 

“There are only 32
teachers selected in the
state to receive the
award,” Superintendent
Deb Hamm said. “For us to
have at least three in the
last five years is quite
meaningful.”

Neale came to Newton
from Danville, Calif. She
attended Purdue Univer-
sity, met her fiance and
then moved to Kansas
after her fiance got a job
with Koch Industries.

“I mean I definitely feel
very honored to have been
chosen for it and thankful
to work in this district
where we have so many
opportunities,” she said.
“I'm really just proud.”

She helped implement
and work with a number of
programs at Slate Creek
Elementary School during
her time there, including a
morning girls club, where
students would come in be-
fore school, brush teeth, do
their hair and participate
in other activities promot-
ing general hygiene. She
said there was a strong so-
cial bonding aspect with
the group that also helped

students. 
Neale also helped start

and coach a Girls on the
Run program, which en-
courages girls to run and
exercise in order to pro-
mote healthy activities
and strengthen confidence.

Neale said she decided
to become a teacher after
having good mentors grow-
ing up. 

“I had amazing teachers
in elementary school, and I
was inspired from a very
young age,” she said. “I
knew I wanted to be a
teacher since second
grade.”

Hamm said the district
was fortunate to have
teachers such as Neale. 

Hamm credited a strong
mentoring program as well
as good vetting by princi-
pals to the number of Hori-
zon Award-winning
teachers in the Newton
School District.

The Newton City Com-
mission spent much of its
meeting Monday night
honoring local residents. 

The Newton City Com-
mission first honored
Newton High School stu-
dent Linda Moyo for her
participation in the Jobs
for America's Graduate
program through the high
school. Moyo is the presi-
dent of Newton High
School's JAG group, as
well as the regional group
and state group. 

Moyo came to Newton
after being born in Zim-
babwe and moving to
Newton in the fifth grade. 

“I never felt like I was a
part of anything,” she
said at the meeting. “It
took me so many years of
wishing or praying that
something would come my
way that I would be pas-
sionate about. My junior
year, JAG came into my
life. From the very first
day I enjoyed it. 

Moyo said the life skills
and leadership skills of-
fered by the school's pro-
gram helped her step out
of her comfort zone and
overcome her shyness. 

“Without JAG, my life
would be unclear and
hazy,” she said. “It's
something that has taken
me out of my cocoon and
made me a butterfly
ready to fly in the uni-
verse.”

The commission then
recognized Sgt. Jason
Thompson of the Newton
Police Department for
completion of the Law En-
forcement Leadership
Academy from the Kansas
Law Enforcement Train-
ing Center and received
his certified public man-
ager designation from

KU.
The commission also ex-

pressed some appreciation
to Presbyterian Manor.
The retirement facility
was designated as a top
performer by the U.S.
News & World Report on
their Best Nursing Homes
List. Executive Director
Marc Kessinger spoke and
thanked the community
for all the support it pro-
vides Presbyterian
Manor.

“I'd like to say thank
you on behalf of all the
employees and residents
at Presbyterian Manor,”
Kessinger said.

In other news, the city
approved accepting a bid
from the Newton Kansan
to publish the city's legal
publications. The Kansan
came at the low bid at
$3.50 per column inch to
publish the Newton
legals. Newton Now bid
$4.25 a column inch to
publish the legals.

While the paper went
from printing five days a
week to three days a week
last year, City Manager
Bob Myers noted that the
Kansan publishes more
times per week than New-
ton Now, which would

make it a more conven-
ient option for the city.

The winning bid from
the Kansan is $11 lower,
or less than a third, of
what the publication
charged the City of New-
ton before a competitive
bidding process for city
legals began in 2016. 

Newton Now recently
won the bid to print Har-
vey County legals. 

The Monday meeting
saw a change of seating
for the Newton Commis-
sion at the start of the
New Year. 

Commissioner David
Nygaard took over as
mayor of Newton after
serving as vice mayor last
year. 

Previous mayor Barth
Hague said it was an
honor serving Newton.

“This last year has been
a bit like drinking from a
fire hose for me, but it's
been fun,” he said. 

Hague made a motion
for Nygaard to become
mayor, which the commis-
sion unanimously. 

Nygaard then took over
as mayor. Kathy Valen-
tine was nominated as
vice mayor of the Newton
City Commission.

ETC. 
The city commission ap-

proved granting a cereal
malt beverage license to
Gurty's Burger.

The city approved re-
leasing two small city
properties for sale to adja-
cent homeowners of the
properties. The properties
were located at 901 North
Elm Street and 314 Glen-
dale Ave.

City Manager Bob
Myers said no one else

can do anything with the
lots the city owned, and
they are not big enough to
build on.

“We're getting your con-
sent to say we can negoti-

ate with interested par-
ties willing to buy them,”
Myers said. 

The meeting lasted
about an hour and 15
minutes.
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ACROSS
1.  Tucks away
6. Coca-Cola's first calo-
rie-free drink
9. Draw ____
13. Turkish bigwig
14. Harry Potter's Hedwig
15. Anatomical sac
16. Bet everything
17. Ancient Chinese dy-
nasty
18. *Grammy winners Billy
or Frank
19. *2018 Grammy
Awards host
21. *2018 Grammys loca-
tion
23. Boy
24. State of irritation
25. Auto unit
28. Toy building block
30. Between knees and
ankles
35. Paella pot
37. *Artist with six 2018
Grammy Award nomina-
tions
39. *Judd who won 5
Grammys as part of duo
and one alone
40. Long, long time
41. "Encore!"
43. Computer operating
system
44. Fat cat in the Orient
46. Comrade in arms
47. "By ____ of" or "by
means of"
48. Judges the worth of
50. Bakery unit
52. "To His ___ Mistress"
53. Skilled in deception
55. Tall tale
57. *Childish Gambino's
nominated record
61. Gemstone
64. Playing on the radio
65. Executive's degree
67. Egyptian falcon-
headed deity
69. Located
70. Word of possibility
71. Court order, e.g.
72. Month before Nisan
73. Wood-shaping tool
74. Stinky

DOWN
1. Resting place
2. Locker room supply
3. Capital on a fjord
4. Move like a propeller
5. Warm weather footwear
6. Type of settlement
7. Bowl over
8. Russian pancake
9. Actress Liu
10. Milk's favorite cookie?
11. Russia's 1917 abdica-
tor
12. Did like the Titanic
15. a.k.a. dogfish
20. Allergic reaction to bee
sting
22. Young newt
24. Virtuously
25. *Lin-Manuel Miranda
nominated for song from
this movie
26. Humble requests
27. Clumps
29. *"Million Reasons"
Lady
31. Data transmission rate
32. Not Doric nor
Corinthian
33. Type of acid
34. *2018 Grammys is
number ____
36. Dwarf buffalo
38. Cylindrical building
42. Spiral-horned antelope
45. Same as a proverb
49. Confession topic
51. *Spoken Word posthu-
mous nominee at 2018
Grammys
54. Accepted as truth
56. Horace's poem
57. Parks or Luxemburg
58. "Adventures of the
Wishing-Chair" author Bly-
ton
59. Cyberattack target
60. Hofbr‰uhaus offering
61. *Artist with most 2018
Grammy nominations
62. Between Ohio and
Ontario
63. Crowd of undistin-
guished people
66. *Michael Jackson album
of year nominee, 1988
68. Chester White's home

THEME:THE GRAMMY AWARDS

Solution on Page 12
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Newton City Commission honors community members during Monday night meeting
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Linda Moyo of Newton High School was honored by the Newton City
Commission for her leadership in the JAG program at the high school. 

Newton teacher receives
state award for excellence
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Left: Connie Neale, Slate Creek El-
ementary second-grade teacher,
smiles in her classroom. 
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Editorial

Mass shooting
training

unfortunate but
necessary

Do you know what you'd do in the case of a mass
shooting? 

As we approach the two-year anniversary of the
Excel Shooting in February, Harvey County Emer-
gency Management continues to try to bring the les-
sons learned that day and the months after to the
community. 

They've met with law enforcement, schools, and
members of local government. They met with churches
a few weeks ago to discuss dealing with such an event.
They're doing a talk to Newton Chamber members on
Wednesday, Feb. 21.

This represents a good and effective use of govern-
ment resources. 

The training doesn't represent lip service to make
the public feel safe, as the duck and cover drills of the
Cold War did.

It instead offers real, tested and active strategies to
deal with a mass shooter. Such strategies involve de-
termining when to hide, when to flee, and when to do
something to fight back. 

Such strategies replace some of the earlier shelter in
place actions used in the education system over the
last decade that a number of shootings have proven in-
effective. 

It's training that could and probably will save lives
sometime in the future. 

There's an entire other debate to be had about mass
shootings, their relationship to mental health issues,
and their relationship to the proclivity of high-capacity
weapons capable of taking out huge amounts of people. 

Over the past two decades as a country, we've proven
incapable of accomplishing anything or stomaching
anything to actually address the problem. 

So that leaves many of us in the middle of the con-
versation to prepare. 

And prepare we should.
We should be grateful that the county we live in has

taken such measures to educate the public about deal-
ing with mass shootings. It's not necessarily in the
county or emergency management's job description.
They don't have to go around and do such talks. 

They do so because they want to keep people safe.
They do so because they've noticed a past event and
tried to learn from it and pass on that understanding. 

Such home-grown educational efforts represent what
we should look for from leadership in the community.
They are working to provide commonsense solutions to
address a growing problem. It's much more effective
than what seems to be a larger national response of
people just shrugging and going about their business. 

The lessons and preparedness that came out of that
horrible event nearly two years ago should provide a
way of honoring all those who were victims. 

It represents us as a community, saying that we're
going to do what we can to make sure we're prepared
and such events have a harder time happening in the
future. 

With more people receiving such training in Harvey
County, we also hope more people will continue to be
on the look out for factors that could contribute to
someone committing a mass shooting. 

That means all of us paying attention to those
around us or our friends and family and not waiting
until it's too late to try to get them the help they need
if we notice they're having problems. 

So, finally, we'd recommend to all business owners
and employees to think or have a discussion on what
exactly they would do in case of a mass shooting. It
might just be time to seek out a little bit of training. 

We've always lived in a terrifying world. The terrors
change as the years do. And people have always pre-
pared for and overcome such terrors—be they wolves,
the plague, marauders or polio. We have every confi-
dence we will continue to find ways of preparing for
such things and eventually overcome them. 

Harvey County Communications is doing their part
in the preparation part, and we commend them and all
the others who've put in such work to provide the
training.

—Newton Now Editorial Board What I learned on a drive through the South  
“Gardens of Memories”

sprouted in the red dirt
near the road side junk

shops and run-down gas stations.
That euphemism labeled the

signs for a number of cemeteries
along the two lane roads we trav-
eled last week in Mississippi. 

Magee. Mendenhall. Florence.
Belozi, Carter, Yazoo City.

Every so often, a settlement
would pop up, only to fade
amongst the pine forest and be re-
placed by an identical outcropping.
The Dollar General, gas station
and church marked each location
as a town. A Wal-Mart, two Dollar
Generals and four churches
marked a location as a city. 

For the first time in my life, I
visited the Deep South. 

My girlfriend and I made the 15-
hour drive to Mobile to spend New
Year’s with old but newly trans-
planted friends.

And the drive opened my eyes in
different ways than I expected.

The poverty, I counted on. 
Poor in the South looks different

than poor in Kansas. Even for
some of the Kansas's most desti-
tute areas, there's usually a bit of
income coming in due to the sur-
rounding agriculture. For some of
the communities in Mississippi,
they're stuck out in the pines,
where there's no longer a booming
lumber industry as there once
was. Drop offs in demand for lum-
ber and paper milling means less
money coming in. I have no idea
what many of those people do for a
living. 

Mississippi ranks near the top
in the deficit of tax dollars they
provide the federal government,
compared to federal spending they
receive. 

Some towns are hollowed shells.

Locally owned stores in those
towns have been replaced by the
cheaper and ubiquitous Dollar
Generals. Those, along with gas
stations, made up the entire set of
places for people to get food. I
looked for any sorts of fruits and
vegetables or anything not
processed each time we stopped. I
found none.

Mississippi has the second high-
est obesity rate in the country.
Technically speaking, Mississippi
is the poorest state in the union,
where one in five households live
below the poverty level. Alabama
ranks 48th. 

Mississippi ranks 48th in the
country in high school degrees and
49th in the country for college de-
grees.

My poor girlfriend, who was
born in Florida, was stuck listen-
ing to me spout this diatribe for
miles upon miles. Finally, she had
enough and asked how I, from
Kansas, had any right to judge
such states. 

While the State of Kansas sits in
a far better position today in re-
gard to infrastructure and educa-
tion compared to states like
Mississippi, she pointed out that,
politically speaking, Kansas has
been just as backwards as the

South in recent years. She asked
how long it would be until Kansas
started to look like Mississippi
with the current trends of under-
funded services. She pointed out
that if you looked how the state
voted in national elections, you'd
find little difference in most cases.

I pointed out that the Kansas
didn't build itself on the institu-
tion of slavery. She pointed out the
amount of Confederate flags we
regularly see flying back home.

At the end of the conversation,
we continued in silence, thinking if
a drive through Kansas would look
much different to an outsider than
my drive through Mississippi.

We eventually entered Alabama
and reached Mobile. And it was a
city of stark differences. The city is
in an era of revitalization, with
factory upon factory sprouting up
in the port city.

Aviation, chemical, IT and mar-
itime spending have resulted in a
lot of investment in the city. 

The downtown was beautiful.
The food, music and bar scene ri-
valed most places I've visited. And
at times it was us feeling poor and
backwards amongst the well-
healed and well-dressed drivers of
Mercedes and Lexus that filled the
area. 

In parts of the town, beautiful
antebellum mansions still stand,
bordered by magnolias and live
oaks. 

As we stood in the downtown at
midnight, a free concert by George
Clinton and Parliament
Funkedelic played. The crowd fill-
ing the streets sang along as fire-
works shot off from the city's
skyscrapers. It was one of the most
enjoyable New Year’s I've had, but
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During these past Christmas
and New Year's holidays,
my youngest son, Robert,

came from New York to visit. It
was great, except for the part when
we dropped him off at the Kansas
City International Airport. It was
nice to see the airport, but it wasn't
nice to see him go.

I thought, “I don't like this. It's
somehow wrong to send him off.”

Of course, there probably were a
lot of parents thinking that around
the holidays. I like to have all my
kids close by, but they have free
will and all, and they're adults, so
they get to do as they please.

I got a little teary-eyed, which
surprised me a little, since I've
dropped him off at the airport be-
fore with no tears. Maybe it was be-
cause it was at Christmastime.

After we dropped him off, he
texted me and said the plane was
running two hours late. I offered to
go get him, but he didn't want to
have to go through security again,
so he just waited there while my
oldest son, Rodger, and I explored
the Kansas City area with the
highlight (or lowlight) being a visit
to the Ikea store.

I'd never been there. It might
just be a once-in-a-lifetime thing
for me.

It was a winding labyrinth of ex-
treme sensory stimulation. We took
the escalator up to the second floor,
where they have the showrooms
that wind around so playfully, with
each turn of the corner another
frilly or modern decorated room. I
took a few photos for some inspira-
tion, like of a gray kitchen I fell in
love with. Gray seems to be the
new neutral. Some people like
white kitchens. I prefer gray now.

Anyway, I was inspired, but I
didn't buy anything except for a pil-
low with a cute bird on it.

Ikea seems to have systems of
ways to purchase things. I had to
buy the actual pillow and then the

pillow cover, all of which cost
around $18 with tax. It's a bigger-
than-usual decorator pillow and
looks quite nice on my couch.

Oh, yes, I was quite perky when
we started the trek through the
store I later referred to as a “death
trap,” because of its lack of win-
dows and places one can escape in
case of a fire. To this, Rodger
replied, “There are exit doors along
the way.” I don't recall ever seeing
any from the inside, but I did see
them from the outside.

About halfway through the trip
through the store, there's a cafete-
ria. I was so happy to be able to get
dinner and a nice decaf coffee.
Rodger and I took a break, settling
down with our food and shopping
cart. I had the salmon with some
kind of medallion. It all tasted won-
derful, and Rodger had some kind
of vegetarian meatballs (yes, I
know. Weird.).

After the meal, we decided to
venture forth again. Well, we really
didn't have any choice. I guess we
could have jumped out a window,
but it was too far down. Off in the
elevator we went to the first floor,
where there's even more stuff. This
is where you can find what you re-
ally want to buy. It's not all laid out
and pretty like on the second floor.
At one point, I just decided I had
had it, so I searched for an exit,
while Rodger checked out some
lights. I was getting kinda stabby

at this point.
I headed off in the wrong direc-

tion, so Rodger told me to follow
the arrows. I went through a giant
warehouse and then to the check-
out lines.

I just waited until Rodger ap-
peared, all the while getting nerv-
ous about me inching forward with
no Rodger to purchase his items.

Then, at the end of the checkout
lines is a strategically place snack
area, full of the aroma of sugary
things in the air. I got a coffee, and
Rodger got something sweet.

The good part about Ikea is the
low prices. The difficult part is the
price one has to pay meandering
through the maze. Oh, yes, and
time slows down. It really does in
there. I think days passed while we
were trapped inside.

I don't like to purchase big-ticket
items out of town. I feel like New-
ton is supporting this paper, so I
like to buy things here. I bought my
vehicle here, as I did my couch and
love seat and washer. However, I
purchased my dryer in Augusta
when I lived there and worked at
the Augusta Daily Gazette back in
1989. I bought that dryer used, and
it's still going strong.

When I bought the couch and
love seat, I spied them in a store in
Manhattan and then returned to
Newton to see if a local furniture
store could get them. They did, and
I'm happy with them.

I like the personal service New-
ton affords. Shopping in Newton is
so much easier than at Ikea or big
shopping malls. I definitely prefer
Newton to other places for shop-
ping needs. I can just park on the
curb and run inside a store. I'm in
and out in a few minutes. There's
no time warp with which to deal.

Wendy Nugent is the features 
editor at Newton Now. She can be

reached at wendy@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Let's do the time warp again

WENDY’S WORDS

WENDY NUGENT

See STRUNK / 7

Guest Editorial
Humility would be ideal

goal for our nation in 2018
Taking our final breaths of 2017 air is done with

certain relief.
It has been a year of division, at least politically.

Americans put up with it, and that’s about all. Put-
downs were more common that up-lifts, and we look
forward to hearing and seeing better examples of lead-
ership, especially those who hang their hats in Wash-
ington, D.C.

We so wish national leaders could experience the
“can do” attitudes that keep our local communities
moving forward. We see it with our county fairs,
school events and the arm-in-arm cooperation found
among churches, community groups, businesses and
public service agencies, such as hospitals and charita-
ble organizations.

Never do we hear local leaders lambaste others, and
we certainly don’t witness mayors, county commission-
ers or local legislators making self-imposed brags
about being the greatest in history or claiming to be
the first ever to perform their jobs.

That’s only at the national level that we’re hearing
such bilge, and we can only pray that other leaders
will call a halt to their constant saluting of prideful
power.

As we turn this calendar page, it would be the per-
fect time to emulate our many 4-H Clubs as they
pledge their heads to clearer thinking; their hearts to
greater loyalty; their hands to larger service; and their
health to better living.

Humility—that’s the missing element. As we begin a
new year, it might be the appropriate time to take a
step forward in this richest of all human virtues.

Let’s make that our common prayer.

—Rudy Taylor, publisher of Montgomery County
Chronicle
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Shortly after midnight, some-
one addressed the annual
rhetorical question, “Are you

glad to put 2017 behind you?” My
initial thought was the opening
paragraph of Charles Dickens’
novel, “A Tale of Two Cities.” The
story begins, “It was the best of
times, it was the worst of times, it
was the age of wisdom, it was the
age of foolishness, it was the
epoch of belief, it was the epoch of
incredulity […]”

However, instead of that recita-
tion, I simply replied with a
rhetorical response, “I haven’t de-
cided, yet.”

Was 2017 a great year? Even in
the most conventional circum-
stances, it would be highly subjec-
tive to make such a
claim—particularly to anyone
whose path included personal
rollercoaster rides. I believe I can
safely say that I don’t regret any
of the decisions I made over the
past year, with the exception of a
few binge eating sessions that
forced personal reflection and an
adjustment to my belt.

It has been a long time since I
could look back on a previous year
and note that it was low-stress
and all around, a pretty good time.
I may even go so far as to say it’s
the first year in several where I’ve
been able to say that.

Although I didn’t stick to last
year’s resolution for living healthy
beyond the weekend leading to the
Super Bowl, I managed to set
aside enough free time through
the year to work out. I even took

up jogging, again—something I
put off over the past few years due
to knee surgery. As a result, I en-
tered 2018 weighing less than I
have in several years, too.

Our family shared losses in
2017—a couple of my mentors be-
came memories, who I miss, every
day. But we also welcomed a
granddaughter, who helped to re-
mind me about the circle of life
and how it’s important to embrace
change as the ebb and flow of
one’s existence. 

Until the dawn of this year, I al-
ways tried to mentally note all the
goals I wanted to accomplish over
the next 12 months. And, like
every year prior, I knew I would
work at it for about three to four
weeks. Then, life would “happen,”
and I would end up becoming too
busy and forget all about them. In
reality, of course, I was never re-
ally all that busy, but creating ex-
cuses because I lacked motivation
validated why I couldn’t complete
the goals. 

So, for 2018, I’m taking a differ-
ent approach to planning my year. 

I am promising myself right
now that I will try and make this
the best year, yet. I will look back
in a year and be proud of what-
ever I accomplished and then be
excited to achieve even more. I’ll
still try to keep my little goals like
finishing projects for my wife
more often than annually and
working to declutter those items I
haven’t used in years, but most of
the big “stressers” that coincide
with an aggressive resolution plan
will be skipped.

I admit that not crafting a vi-
sion for the coming 12 months will
be challenging, but looking at the
next 365 days excites me more
than a child on Christmas morn-
ing, because every day has a real
possibility of bringing about its
own meaningful and achievable
resolutions. 

I’m not going to lie; during
2017, I felt euphoria and profound
sadness. I matured, felt humbled,
became wiser and experienced in-
credible gratitude for all the
amazing moments I shared with
family and friends. 

And, as I look into 2018, I
dream of doing new things and
facing new adventures. That’s a
resolution I believe I’ll be able to
keep…

Ken Knepper, who finally de-
cided to skip formal resolutions

after realizing that he would be ef-
fectively regurgitating all of the

same ones he carried over the last
14 years, can be reached at

Ken.Knepper@gmail.com.

It was the best of years, the worst of years Secrecy and lack
of transparency

concerning
at the state level
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Jan. 3 was my dad's birthday.
He was born in 1921 and
lived to be 83 years old. I

have been thinking a lot about
him lately. He was the second
Bruce Behymer in the row and a
real, honest-to-goodness, bona-
fide cowboy. As long-time Sedg-
wick resident Bernadine
Manning said when she first met
him, “he was the real deal, not
like one of those drug store cow-
boy types.”

Dad grew up loving horses and
worked as the head trail hand at
a kids’ camp when he was young.
He also loved America and served
in WWII, guarding the coast on
the back of a horse with a pair of
binoculars.

The old man planted crops
using the phases of the moon, the
Farmer’s Almanac and other
weird folk science. That always
boggled my mind.

One of the gifts he gave me,
along with his wicked sense of
humor (he was the funniest man
I ever knew), was his work ethic.
You didn't whine or cry when
there was work to be done, and if
you missed a day of chores, some-
thing died and then you got
yelled at, which wasn't good.

I remember back when Laurie
and I were first married, I was
home sick with the flu. Just after
shutting my eyes to rest, I was
woken up from my influenza

delirium to the sound of my dad's
truck honking (I knew it was his
truck by the honk) followed by
knocking at the door. I dragged
myself to see what the deal was,
only to be greeted by, “The sheep
are out; I need your help.” 

Not “Hello, dear son, why are
you home? You don't look well.
Are you getting enough rest?”
Nope. Just, “The sheep are out...”

I replied with, “Dad, I'm sick,
running a fever, and probably
gonna die.”

“That's too bad” he retorted,
“the sheep are out.”

What's a guy to do? We got in
the old truck, put sheep up and
then I went back to bed to die. I
remember thinking, “Next time
I'm home sick, I'm hiding the
car.”

Another gift the old man gave
me was my love for the American
Western. I have seen every John
Wayne and Clint Eastwood movie

ever made. I love John Ford's
“The Searchers” and Howard
Hawk's “Rio Bravo.”

My favorite John Wayne film,
though, is the 1972 classic “The
Cowboys.” I won't spoil it, in case
you haven't seen it. I'll just say
it's a very different John Wayne
film. The villain is convincingly
played by Bruce Dern. When I
was a kid, my parents took me to
see it at the drive-in. I was only
five years old, too young for some
of the content, however this was
1972; we didn't even use seat-
belts. There is a scene where
Bruce Dern breaks a kid's
glasses—just smashes them up in
his hands. The kid was crying,
and I wanted to, but that would
have been taboo in 1972. My
heart jumps a beat every time I
watch or even think about that
scene. It sounds traumatizing,
and it was. But the father figure
role that John Wayne played in
that movie reminded me of the
old man. I guess that's why I love
it so much.

Happy Birthday, Dad. Thank
you for making me laugh, shap-
ing my life and being the real
deal.

Bruce Behymer is the “Market-
ing Dude” at Newton Now and

The Edge. He can be reached at
bruce@harveycountynow.com or

316-281-7899.

Bona-fide cowboy the real deal for a dad

CONVERSATION PIECE

KEN KNEPPER

THE ZEN OF BEHYMER

BRUCE BEHYMER

the contrast between that experi-
ence and Mobile and the drive
down stuck with me. 

There were some rich, a lot of
poor and not much in between. If
you want a vivid example of grow-
ing wealth inequality in America,

I'd recommend making the drive. 
Making the drive back through

Mississippi, we passed a planta-
tion museum. The grounds were
manicured. Great trees sur-
rounded the beautiful house.

The properties surrounding it
were full of junk and run-down
trailers. The road we were on func-
tioned as a highway in the state
but would have had our Harvey
County commissioners upset at the

state of it. 
But it was a beautiful, beautiful

house and a relic of an ugly sys-
tem. A garden of memory is
planted and carefully maintained,
as the weeds and kudzu and real-
ity sprout and grow around it. 

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at 316-281-7899 or
adam@harveycountynow.com.

STRUNK
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What I am writing about this subject because it
concerns me greatly. The government of
Kansas makes it one of the darkest and most

secretive states in the country. A couple of months
ago, three Kansas City Star reporters did a very re-
vealing story on secrecy and lack of transparency in
the Kansas Statehouse. 

Ninety percent of all bills passed by the Kansas Leg-
islature in the past decade have come out of committee
without a sponsor. What is wrong with this is the pub-
lic cannot learn why that bill came up or who pushed
for it. Also, it is
possible for bills
to come out of
committee on an
unrecorded voice
vote; therefore it
is not possible to
learn what com-
mittee members
voted for or
against the bill.

Twenty-seven
years ago, a tech-
nique which has be-
come known as “gut and go” was first used in the
Kansas Legislature and has been used repeatedly
since then. By this technique, a bill which has come to
the floor can have things added to it and passed into
law which may be totally different than the subject of
the original bill. 

Usually, the addition deals with a separate bill
which has failed or has been languishing in commit-
tee. Kansas is one of only a handful of states which al-
lows the “gut and go” procedure.

In addition to the big need for transparency in the
state legislative process, there is a need for trans-
parency in our city and county government, in our
school boards and in our courtrooms. It shouldn’t be
difficult for the public and for media that reports to
the public to learn what goes on in city, county and
state government. It is our right to know.

What can we citizens do about this? Is there any-
thing? I believe there is and that it is important for all
of us to step up.

We need to go to our state legislators by e-mail, let-
ter or face-to-face (Senator Carolyn McGinn, Rep. Don
Schroeder, Rep. Tim Hodge, and to any other state
legislator in the state with whom we may have a con-
tact) and ask that secrecy and lack of transparency in
the legislative process be done away with and that the
process be opened up.

We also need to let our city and county commission-
ers and school board members know that transparency
and public input is important to us. 

If you are interested in the Kansas City Star series
of stories about secrecy and lack of transparency in
Kansas, Google “Kansas City Star stories on secrecy in
Kansas.”

On a lighter note, I will end with telling you about a
discovery I made last week. If you Google “YouTube
Hands Off! A night at the Opera,” I guarantee laughs.
Then try “Victor Borge Dance of the Comedians.”
There are also many other Victor Borge videos on
YouTube that will make you fall off your piano seat.

Sue Ice is a community activist, a former school
board member, and a 23-year employee of Prairie

View, Inc.

GLIDING ON ICE

SUE ICE

CONTACT YOUR LEADERS
Newton Commissioner Glen Davis
316-283-8976
glendavis3@cox.net

Newton Barth Hague
316-283-2785
hague@mail.com

Newton Commissioner Leroy Koehn
316-772-3166
ldkoehn@kpc.kscoxmail.com

Newton Mayor David A. Nygaard
316-207-7934
dnygaard@cox.net

Newton Commissioner Kathy Valen-
tine
316-516-4691
happyvalentine@cox.net

North Newton Mayor Ron Braun
316-283-7990
rdbraun@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Gregg
Dick
316-283-1366
greggd@bethelks.edu

North Newton Council Member Jim
Goering
316-284-0786
sgoering02@gmail.com

North Newton Council Member Paul
Harder
316-283-8262
phhefh@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Ron
Ratzlaff
316-283-2566
ratzlaff@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Jane
Schmidt
316-283-6251
jschmidt@bethelks.edu

Harvey County Commissioner George
A. “Chip” Westfall

316-283-5360
chipw58@cox.net
Harvey County Commissioner Randy
Hague
316-284-7340
randy@haguespaint.com

74th KS Representative District
Don Schroeder
State House, Room 512-N
Kansas House of Representatives
Topeka, KS 66612
785 296-7500
don.schroeder@house.ks.gov

72nd KS Representative District
Tim Hodge
State House, Room 459-W
Kansas House of Representatives
Topeka, KS 66612
785-296-7671
tim.hodge@house.ks.gov

31st KS Senatorial District
Carolyn McGinn
State House, Room 223E
Kansas Senate
Topeka, KS 66612
785-296-7377
carolyn.mcginn@senate.ks.gov

4th US Congressional District
Ron Estes
US House of Representatives
2452 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6216
http://estes.house.gov

US Senator Jerry Moran
US Senate
361A Rusell Senate Office Building
202-224-6521
http://moran.senate.gov

US Senator Pat Roberts
US Senate
109 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-4774
http://roberts.senate.gov

Say what?
Visions are worth fighting
for. Why spend your life
making someone else’s
dreams?

Tim Burton
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juveniles are entered in
the National Crime Infor-
mation Center as run-
aways immediately, Powell
said. On adults, they wait
a little longer. Powell said
they get runaway reports
almost every day.

Right now, the Newton
PD doesn't have any cases
like the Michael Aycock
one, Powell said.

There's still an active in-
vestigation on him, Gay
said. There are still people
who tell them they know
where Aycock is, but he
hasn't been located. Gay
said investigators have fol-
lowed up on a lot of leads.
Sometimes, the leads take
them from one person to
another.

“I think they have done
a lot more on this case
than people think,” Gay
said. “We're looking for
leads, but nothing has led
us to Michael yet.”

Marion County also is
involved in looking for Ay-
cock, Gay said.

“There were rumors he
was last seen in the
Peabody area,” Sheriff's
Office Investigator Nate
Regier said. 

Aycock is in his early
40s, is 5 feet, 10 inches
tall, weighs 170 pounds
and has brown eyes and
brown/black hair. If he's
wearing a beard, it has
touches or white and gray
in it. He has a couple of
tattoos—one of barbed
wire and the word “hot-
shot” on a shoulder and
another skull-like tattoo
on a forearm. He also has
a scar on one of his ankles.

“Michael doesn't have
much control of his left
arm due to a car accident,”
according to a flier put out
by Kansas Missing & Un-
solved. “He is also without
his medication. Michael's
family is very concerned
about his welfare and just
want him home.”

Those with information
about Aycock can call the
Peabody Police Depart-
ment at 620-983-2111 or
the Harvey County Sher-
iff's Office at 316-284-6960.

The Harvey County
Sheriff's Office looks for
missing persons in the
county, and NPD handles
those in the city, so that's
why the sheriff's office is
involved with the Aycock
search.

“It was obvious he was
missing, because people
were so used to seeing
him,” Regier said.

When they do get a call
where it's established a
child really is missing, Gay
said it's “all hands on
deck” with the sheriff's of-
fice and the police depart-

ment.
For instance, last sum-

mer, a child was reported
as missing, so both depart-
ments searched for the kid
using an unmanned aerial
system (otherwise known
as a drone) to find the kid
a few hours later.

“He was later found
within a reasonable
amount of time,” Regier
said.

One time, when Gay
worked patrol with the
Newton Police Depart-
ment, he said there was a
report of a child missing at
Stratford Place in Newton.
They had a ton of people
looking for the youngster,
and the parents said they
had searched the house.
However, the police sug-
gested they all look again,
and the child was found on
a couch, sleeping under a
blanket. 

“And just didn't hear
anybody when they were
calling his name,” Gay
said.

Regier also had experi-
ences with missing people
when he worked on patrol
with the Andover Police
Department.

“My only experience
with it from a patrol per-
spective is, 'My grandpa
has dementia and has
been missing,'” Regier
said.

So he'd go through a
checklist for a missing
adult, which was protocol
and said he only had one
“silver alert” while with
the Andover PD. That per-
son was found the next
day.

Last summer, Gay said
they had a man missing
who lived in Newton but
had some land by Walton
he used to visit. One day,
the man, who was 92 years

old at the time, had gone
out there, fell and couldn't
get up. He was very dehy-
drated since it was around
100 degrees outside.

“It wasn't uncommon for
him to go out there,” Gay
said.

The family reported him
missing, and he was lo-
cated that night. Gay said
they knew the general
area the man was in and
that they used a drone to
locate him.

“It was dark by this
time, one in the morning,”
Gay said. “So they put up
the UAV and found the
guy.”

They used the drone to
tell the officers on foot
where to find the man, as
well, with someone on a
radio directing their steps.

“It was a cool deal that
we were able to utilize our
technology to find him,”
Gay said, adding the man
might not have survived
the night because he was
injured and so dehydrated.

From there, the man
was taken to the hospital
and lived.

“I did get to talk to his
family, and his family was
happy he was still alive,”
Gay said. “We were all
happy he was alive.”

Regier said the Kansas
Bureau of Investigation is
interested in the case be-
cause it's the first case in
Kansas that used a drone
to save a man's life.

In addition to these two,
the sheriff's office has had
a few missing persons re-
ports during the years, al-
though Regier said it's
hard to keep track of miss-
ing persons reports in
their computer system. A
missing persons report
might actually be classi-
fied under an information

report. It just depends on
how the officer classifies it,
Gay said.

Without doing hours of
research, Regier found
some statistics on those
classified as missing per-
sons reports from 2010 to
2017. These are those
numbers:

• 2010, zero
• 2011, four
• 2012, three
• 2013, one
• 2014, one
• 2015, zero
• 2016, two
• 2017, five.
“To my knowledge,

they're all closed,” Regier
said, except for the Aycock
case.

Regier wasn't sure how
many of those reports
were runaway or informa-
tion reports that would
fall into that. 

“There could be quite a
few more listed as a miss-
ing person initially,” he
said, adding they could
have been changed later,
or some reports could've
been listed as runaway or
information reports but
then changed to missing
persons.

Gay also said the sher-
iff's office handles run-
away reports or reports of
children missing differ-
ently than missing adults,
reporting it to NCIC im-
mediately. 

In addition, they cer-
tainly would like to know
about Aycock, as would a
woman, Ryeder Mercedes
Gonzalez, who posted this
on Facebook on June 13,
2017: “If anyone has
heard of a Michael Ay-
cock, please let me know.
No one has heard from
him or seen for two
weeks, going on three
weeks.”

MISSING
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years is Morford’s respect
for the teachers he had in
school.

“When I came back in
’13, at that time, there
were more than a handful
of teachers I recognized I
had,” Morford said, sitting
in his office.

These teachers included
Patrice and Raymond
Olais, Charle Triggs,
Grant Scott and Fred
Becker. He said he still
refers to them using “Mr.”
or “Mrs” in front of their
last names.

“It’s hard to break that
habit,” he said.

Another habit that’s
hard to break, which is a
good habit for him, is
working in Newton, it
seems. He was born and
raised here, and his
grandfather, Galen Mor-
ford, was the local sheriff
from 1973 to 1990.

“So I feel like Newton’s
always been home to me,”
he said.

Morford has had his
current job with the school
district since June 2013,
and he’s been working an
advanced version of his
job for about six months,
since Russell Miller, a for-
mer assistant superin-
tendent, left in July. What
Miller did that was busi-
ness related was passed to
Morford. Others in the
district absorbed Miller’s
other duties.

Morford enjoys his job,
especially the people with
whom he works. He also
likes the variety.

“Even though you have
your day-to-day tasks,
something is always going
to come up, so you’re al-
ways going to be working
with something new,”
Morford said.

His duties include over-
seeing accounts receiv-
able, payroll, insurance,
and federal funds and
grants. He said one thing
he didn’t realize before he
started is how intertwined
the business office is with
other departments on a
daily basis.

Part of the job he enjoys
is knowing he has an ef-
fect on kids, which seems
to be indirect. Some of
that includes making sure
everyone is paid correctly
and on time and making
sure buildings have
enough supplies for their
classrooms.

Before any of that could
take place, Morford at-
tended college, graduating
from Hutchinson Commu-
nity College with an asso-
ciate degree in business in
2002 and later earning a
bachelor of science in busi-
ness administration from
Tabor College, where he
attended a branch in Wi-
chita. Now, he’s working
on his master of business
administration degree at
Wichita State University.

A lot of Newton folks
might recognize Morford
from his days working at
North Dillons, where he
started in 1995. He
worked with Dillons for
about 10 years, ending
with a promotion in Wi-
chita as service manager.

“It wasn’t my cup of
tea,” he said he decided.

He left retail and de-
cided to try something dif-
ferent. After Dillons, he
worked at Residential
Mortgage Co. in Newton
from June 2005 to Sep-

tember 2009. Then, the
company closed its doors.

“It was during the
Great Recession,” Morford
said.

Then, he found a job
with the State of Kansas
in 2009, working as an au-
ditor with the Kansas
State Department of Edu-
cation.

“So, I traveled the state,
auditing district head-
counts; anything that goes
in school funding, I au-
dited that,” he said.

He married in 2011,
and they moved to Topeka
in August of that year.
Since all of their families
live in the Newton/Wi-
chita area, the couple de-
cided to return to the area
in August 2012 after find-
ing out they were expect-
ing. Their first child, now
5, was born on Oct. 12.
They also have another
daughter, age 3. At the
time, Morford still worked
for the State of Kansas in
his auditing job.

They wanted to move to
Newton, but they ended
up with a home between
Wichita and Newton. Mor-
ford said every time they
put an offer on a house in
Newton, they were told
the home was sold. Mor-
ford’s wife works in Wi-
chita, and he’s employed
in Newton, so having a
home in Valley Center
works well for them.

It was through his au-
diting job that Morford
found work in Newton.

“Coincidentally, I was
auditing Newton,” he said,
adding that he was look-
ing for another job be-
cause he wanted one
where he didn’t have to
travel so much. When
Miller still was with USD
373, Morford asked him
what USD 259 was like.
The next day, Miller
asked Morford if he’d like
to apply for what is now
his current position. Mor-
ford said he had to go
through the screening
process and board ap-
proval. He started June 3,
2013.

When he worked for the
state, Morford said his au-
diting area included
Salina, parts of Marion
and Reno Counties, and
all of Harvey County
down to Wichita. In addi-
tion, he could be sent any-
where in the state.

“I loved the job,” he
said. “I met a lot of great
and interesting people. I
wouldn’t be here without
that job.”

There was a time Mor-
ford considered leaving,
however. In April 2016,
the business manager of
Hutchinson public schools
retired and talked Mor-
ford into applying for the
job, which he was offered.
He decided not to accept.

He said he loves the
people in the Newton dis-
trict, and it was a difficult
decision. It was hard be-
cause he knew what he
had with his current job.
In addition, at the time,
he and his wife were get-
ting ready to close on a
house, and he’d have to
spend one hour each way
a day commuting to
Hutchinson, so he’d have
less time with his family.
His 20-minute commute to
Newton is much better.
That comes in handy if he
gets called away for a sick
child.

“The timing was
wrong,” he said. “It didn’t
feel right.”

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Harvey County Sheriff Chad Gay, right, holds a missing person poster regarding Michael Aycock. At left is a
Sheriff's Office Investigator Nate Regier. 

MORFORD
From Page 1

smart driver.” 
The team has six weeks to create

their robot before competition in
March. 

And if all goes to plan, they will
compete in a 40-team regional and
qualify for nationals, something
that's happened 10 times for the
team. They won their regional in the
past season. 

That means a group of 20 or so 14
to 18 year olds will come up with a
design for the robot within the first
week. They will then manufacture
and put together parts for the robot.
They will prototype those parts to
make sure they work. They will pro-
gram the robot. They will come up
with strategies to solve the problem
they're faced with. They will drive
and test the robot. They will do all
this while going to school each day. 

Team members and Taylor both
attested to the time commitment.
Veterans of the team said that work
on the robot went six days a week
during the season for 28 hours a
week. That's roughly 168 hours, four
full-time work weeks, set over the
initial preparation period. 

“That’s the thing: on the team,
you don't have to have a social life
because these people are your social
life,” senior Colin Potluri, a team
captain said. 

Work after school goes on hold
during the season or, in Potluri's
case, moves to Sundays. 

Sophomore Gretchen Otter bal-
ances the activity between viola les-
sons and participation in the
Wichita Youth Symphony. That bal-
ance, she said, was the hardest
thing about the program. 

“It's the time commitment,” she
said. “If something going goes
wrong, everything seems wrong.”

Taylor said, from a teaching per-
spective, the activity is intense. Stu-
dents are learning computing,
engineering, fabrication and team-
work all on the fly and in a com-
pressed period. 

“My assistant coach, Mr. [Rusty]
Joliff, has coached baseball or foot-
ball before,” Taylor said. “It's three

times the work.”
Taylor has coached the program

since it started. His goal: to create
educated and employable students
upon graduation. 

The students get this principle.
Junior Reid Graber, along with

Otter and Potluri, agreed they made
such a commitment to robotics in
order to learn and excel at the next
level. 

“We want to get this into our
brains to help us work in the fu-
ture,” Graber said. “It might be
stressful, but it's the hardest work
that paid off the most for them”

Graber hopes to focus on mechani-
cal engineering after high school.
Potluri will go to Pittsburg State
and wants to teach physics to stu-
dents. Otter wasn't quite sure what
she wanted to do but said physics
and astrophysics interested her. 

***

At the event on Saturday, a good-
sized knot of alumni of Newton's Ro-
botics program huddled together. 

They poured over technical out-
lines of the robotics problem and de-
bated game theory, playing defense
around the cubes or implementing
strategies such as “starving the
field,” where they would make it dif-
ficult for other teams to access the
cubes. 

Taylor showed up to go back and
forth with them in discussion.

The alumni showed up to answer
students' questions. Some, like Isaac
Entz, will help mentor the team as
they prepare for the conversation. 

As the adults talked, the students
took detailed notes on the program's
manual that was provided during
the unveiling process. They took de-
tailed and technical notes about
rules and other aspects of the com-
petition. 

Entz has been involved off and on
with the Robotics program over the
years. He helped secure Newton a
sponsorship from Boeing, where
Entz worked. 

For Entz, the Newton Robotics
program provided helpful experi-
ence to propel him forward in life. 

“I think first it gave me a lot of ex-
perience,” he said.

Entz graduated NHS to attend
MIT and study mechanical engi-
neering. 

“I think a lot of my classmates
had conceptual knowledge, and this
was hands-on or practical knowl-
edge,” he said regarding the engi-
neering field. “You were familiar
with stuff.”

Taylor said that the program
helps give Newton students experi-
ence and a leg up. He also said that
the school’s career and technical ed-
ucation and the Brooks Career and
Technical Education Center on the
high school campus give the team
and students a leg up. The Brooks
Center is a collaboration with
Hutchinson Community College. 

“We're set up probably better than
most four year colleges, if not all of
them,” Entz said. 

***

By 10:30 a.m. Saturday team
members chowed down on breakfast
burritos made by their parents and
the newly formed booster club for
the team. School participation isn't
cheap, with a regional costing about
$12,000 in participation fees and
travel expenses. The club and spon-
sors help support the cost. 

As students ate, they continued to
break down the robotics problem
that would dominate their lives for
the next six weeks. 

Some stayed dedicated to the task
at hand, while others laughed and
joked with each other. 

“I'm pretty sure I have a strong
friendship with everyone in the
room that's a veteran,” Graber said. 

Otter said that the program has a
place for everyone to participate. 

“There's a stereotype around
types of people that participate in
robotics,” she started to say. 

“Well, look as us three; we're all
nerds,” Graber interrupted, refer-
encing himself, Otter and Potluri. 

“Well, we have music students,
drama; we have choir,” Otter contin-
ued, smiling.

“There's a job for everyone on the
team,” she said. 

To that, Graber agreed.  
“You don't have to think yourself

a genius to be one,” he said.

ROBOTICS
From Page 1

NEWS BRIEFS
Local history walk on Monday

The public is invited to celebrate the Martin Luther
King Jr. holiday on Monday, Jan. 15, with a special
walk that highlights Newton people and stories that
not many people know. For the second year, the New-
ton Community for Racial Justice has organized the
walk, which will focus on some of the history of New-
ton’s Mexican-American and African-American com-
munities. “Racial Justice in Newton: Yesterday, Today
and Tomorrow” is a family-friendly event that offers a
choice of two start times: either 3 or 3:30 p.m. at the
Newton Recreation Center, 415 N. Poplar.

Singers invited to join musical events
Singers of the area are invited to join a celebration

of Kansas Paraguay Partners’ half century of joint ac-
tivity. This 50th year of the Kansas-Paraguay chapter
within Partners of the Americas will begin with maes-
tro Enrique Alfonso of Asuncion, Paraguay, conduct-
ing musical events in south central Kansas. January
and early February plans include several church
choirs in the area, choral groups at Emporia State
University, and a volunteer one-time choir.

The special choir is open to anyone interested in a
unique experience singing several parts of a
“Paraguayan Folklorica Mass” (in Spanish) plus “Glo-
ria” by Mark Hayes.

Rehearsals to be Saturdays, 3 to 5 p.m., Jan. 13, 20,
27 and Feb. 3 in Luyken Fine Arts Center at Bethel
College. Performance will be the evening of Feb. 3,
with location to be announced.

—For Newton Now
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OBITUARIES

Larry Joseph
Oberle of New-
ton passed
away of cancer
on Monday,
Jan. 1, 2018. 

He was 83.
Services will be
at Trinity
Heights United
Methodist
Church, 1200 Boyd Ave.,

Newton.
He was born on March

17, 1934, in Great Bend
and was raised on a farm
near Claflin.

He married Kaye
LeMaster on May 13, 1957,
in Pampa, Texas.

Survivors include his
wife, Kaye Oberle; two
sons, Scott (Connie) of
McKinney, Texas, Clark
(Stephanie) of Justin,
Texas; daughter, Jessie
Kaye (James Ontiveros) of
Newton; seven grandchil-
dren, Lyndsey of Atlanta,
Ga., Sarah of Washington,
D.C., Jennifer of Buffalo,
N.Y., Susannah of Cottage
Grove, Minn., Alyssa of
Fort Worth, Texas, Colby of

Sherman,
Texas, and
Chase of
Justin, Texas;
and 10 great-
grandchildren.
Also surviving
are three
brothers, Mark
Oberle of Vic-
toria, Texas,

Kent Oberle of Midland,
Texas, and Rick Oberle of
Suffolk, Va.; and two sis-
ters, Sr. Zita Oberle of Wi-
chita and Doris Griffin of
Overland Park.

He was preceded in
death by his sister, JoAnn
Winkler of Great Bend.

Memorial service was
Jan. 5 at Trinity Heights
United Methodist Church
with Pastor Donna Voteau
presiding. Recitation of the
Holy Rosary was Jan. 4 at
Trinity Heights Church.

Memorial gifts are sug-
gested to Prairie View, P.O.
Box 467, Newton, KS,
67114, or Cal Farley's
Boy's Ranch, P.O. Box
1890, Amarillo, TX, 79174-
0001.

LARRY OBERLE

Harold B. “Hal” Prentiss,
Jr., 81, died Monday, Jan.
1, 2018, at St. Francis Hos-
pital.

He was born July 1,
1936, in Valparaiso, Ind.,
to Harold B. Sr. and Bon-
nie L. (Fisher) Prentiss. On
March 15, 1974, he mar-
ried Rose-Elaine “Len”
Caedo in Swarthmore, Pa.
They were married for 43
years. She survives of the
home. Hal served his coun-
try in the U.S. Army Green
Berets attaining the rank
of captain. He was a gradu-
ate of the University of In-
diana, where he earned his
medical degree. He worked
as a radiologist at the for-
mer Halstead Hospital and
Hertzler Clinic.

His beloved little York-
shire Terrier, Bojangles,
joined the family in 2002,
and the strength of their
bond was apparent when
Bo passed on only days be-
fore Hal.

Hal is survived by his

loving wife, Len Prentiss of
the home; daughters, Pilar
L. Prentiss of Durham,
N.C., Jennifer A. Prentiss
Keane and her husband
Bryan Keane of Hillsbor-
ough, Calif., and Sandra M.
Prentiss and her partner
Daniel Sotomayor of Fort
Lauderdale, Fla.; one
brother, Jerry E. Prentiss
of Honolulu, Hawaii; and
three granddaughters, Sa-
vannah, Juliana and Emer-
son Keane.

Hal was preceded in
death by his parents. 

A time of gathering and
fellowship with refresh-
ments provided will be
from 5 to 9 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 5, with the family re-
ceiving friends from 6:30 to
8 p.m. at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton. A private
family inurnment will take
place at a later date.

Memorials are suggested
to Caring Hands Humane
Society in care of Petersen
Funeral Home. 

HAROLD PRENTISS

Jane E. Entz, 85, passed
away on Monday, Jan. 1,
2018, in Wichita. Jane was
born on Feb. 2, 1932, to
Herman and Christina
(Voran) Wedel in Halstead.

Jane married Arnold J.
Entz on Aug. 25, 1954, in
Elbing. They were married
for 60 years prior to his
death in March 2015. She
was a member of the First
Mennonite Church in New-
ton.

Jane was a homemaker,
and after her children were
grown, she worked for 24
years at Kansas Christian
Home. She was a caretaker
of others and placed their
needs above her own. If
something needed to be
done, she would do it with-
out hesitation.

She is survived by her
children, Loren Entz and
his wife, Nancy, and
Janene Jantz; grandchil-
dren, Christina (Nate)
Stang and Derek Entz; sib-
lings, Clarence (Thelma)

Wedel, rural Burns, and
Ruth Andres, North New-
ton; and a sister-in-law,
Martha Wedel, Newton.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Arnold; parents, Herman
and Christina (Voran)
Wedel; four brothers, Stan-
ley, Howard, Wilmer and
Kenneth Wedel; and three
sisters, Verna Regier, Elis-
abeth Regier and Eleanor
Wedel.

Memorial services were
Jan. 6 at First Mennonite
Church in Newton. Burial
was at Greenwood Ceme-
tery prior to the service.
Visitation was at Petersen
Funeral Home in Newton.

A memorial has been es-
tablished for Mennonite
Central Committee and
Eagle’s Nest International
Children’s Home in
Guatemala. Contributions
can be sent to petersenfam-
ilyfuneralhome.com or
First Mennonite Church in
Newton.

JANE ENTZ

Adrian Diaz Ortiz, 44,
died Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2018,
at Newton Medical Center.

He was born on June 25,
1973, in Yurecuaro, Mi-
choacan, Mexico.

Adrian married Marcia
Garcia in 1990. He moved
to Newton in 2001, later
moving his wife and son,
Cristian, to Newton in
2004.

He worked in the ship-
ping department at Hehr
International in Newton
for several years.

Survivors include his
wife, Marcia A. Garcia of
the home; son, Jesus Ale-

jandro Diaz, Cristian
Adrian Diaz and Angel
Guadalupe Diaz; parents,
Roberto Diaz Medel and
Maria Del Carmen Ortiz
Ayala; and siblings, Araceli
Diaz, Claudia Diaz,
Roberto Diaz, Daniel Diaz,
Victor Diaz, Eduardo Diaz,
Iupita Diaz, Veronica Diaz
and Laura Diaz.

Funeral services were
Jan. 8 at the House of God
Church (Casa de Dios),
1601 W. First St. in New-
ton.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.

ADRIAN ORTIZ

Angel Jose Juarez, 90,
died Tuesday, Jan. 9,
2018, at his home in New-
ton.

Angel was born on Oct.
2, 1927, in Freedom, Wis.,
the son of Victoriano and
Engracia Reza Juarez. As
a child, his family moved
to the Strong City-Elmdale
area until moving to New-
ton. Angel married
Juanita Moralez on June
2, 1951, in Newton.

He retired in 1989 from
the Santa Fe Railroad
where he had been a crain
operator. Survivors in-
clude his wife Juanita
Juarez of the home; son
Victorio (Elsa) Juarez of
Newton; daughters Olga
(David) Lawson of Wi-
chita, Julie (Neil) Llamas
and Eva (Sean) Robinson
of Newton; sisters Edith
Rodriguez of Newton and

Rhoda Simental of Sacra-
mento, Calif.; nine grand-
children; and eight
great-grandchildren.

Angel was preceded in
death by his parents;
brother Ray Juarez; and
sister Emily Palacioz.

The Recitation of the
Holy Rosary will be at 7
p.m. Friday, Jan. 12, with
the Mass of Christian Bur-
ial at 11:30 a.m. Saturday,
Jan. 13, both at Our Lady
of Guadalupe Catholic
Church in Newton.

A memorial has been es-
tablished with Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic
Church, and contributions
may be sent to Broadway
Colonial Funeral
Home, 120 E. Broadway,
Newton KS, 67114.

Condolences may be left
at www.broadwaycolo-
nialfh.com.

ANGEL JUAREZ

Lonnie R. “Buck” Martin
Sr., 81, died Monday, Jan.
8, 2017, at Newton Medical
Center. He was born July
11, 1936, in Isabella, Okla.,
to Edward R. and Rebecca
R. (Bierig) Martin. He was
a graduate of the Okeene,
Oklahoma High School.

On March 16, 1957, he
married Sandra J. Bickel
at Halstead. She preceded
him in death on Sept. 23,
2005.

Lonnie worked as a
truck driver for Boeing
Aircraft Company for 36-
1/2 years. Old Westerns
were a love of Lonnie’s. He
could also be found enjoy-
ing nature and love to

watch the birds and squir-
rels in the yard. Lonnie
loved trees and shared his
knowledge of different va-
rieties with his family.

Family and grandkids
were a joy of Lonnie’s, and
he greatly looked forward
to spending time with his
loving family and friends.

Graveside committal
service will be at 10 a.m.
Saturday, Jan. 13, at Hal-
stead City Cemetery, with
a visitation from 6 to 8
p.m. Friday evening at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.

Memorials may be made
to the donor’s choice in
care of Petersen Funeral
Home.

LONNIE MARTIN SR.

Victor An-
drew Solis, 56,
died Thursday,
Jan. 4, 2018, at
his home in
Newton.

He was born
Oct. 19, 1961,
in Newton, the
son of John
Reyes and Ade-
laida Rangel Solis. A life-
long resident, Victor
graduated from Newton
High School in 1979.

Through the years, Vic-
tor worked at several area
restaurants. He enjoyed
spending time with his
nieces and nephews, was a
big music fan, and he loved
to dance

Survivors include his
brother, Robert M. Solis

and sister
Annie L. Mar-
tinez, both of
Newton.

He was pre-
ceded by death
by his parents;
brother, John
Antonio Solis;
niece, Angelina
A. Martinez;

and nephew, Nathan A.
Martinez.

The family greeted Jan.
6 at the funeral home. Pri-
vate inurnment will take
place in St. Mary’s Ceme-
tery in Newton.

Condolences may be left
at www.broadwaycolo-
nialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.

VICTOR SOLIS
Xaia D. Ve-

lazco-Mans, 3,
died Dec. 30,
2017, at Wes-
ley Medical
Center in Wi-
chita. She was
born Jan. 10,
2014, in Wi-
chita to Alexis
A Martinez-Ve-
lazco-Martinez and Lena
D. Mans.

Xaia had an infectious
smile and laugh and
brought joy to all who got
to know her. She loved her
stuffed animals and toys,
especially the ones that
made noise. She had a spe-
cial affection for her
stuffed cat that meowed
and purred. Xaia recently
learned to stand and loved
to stand and listen to her
music. She also loved to
swing, and it brought her
great joy. She loved to be
around people and shared

her laugh and
love wherever
she went.

She is sur-
vived by her
mother, Lena
D. Mans; fa-
ther, Alexis Al-
berto
Velazco-Mar-
tinez; brother,

James “Jimbo” Mans; and
sister, Crimson Duncan-
Mans. She also is survived
by grandparents, aunts,
uncles, cousins and many
friends, all who loved her
very much.

Funeral service was Jan.
6 at First Church of God at
Broadway and Fairview in
Newton, with Pastor Clint
McBroom presiding.

Memorials are suggested
to Lena D. Mans for ex-
penses. 

Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton is in charge of
arrangements.

XAIA D. VELAZCO-MANS

Albert
Wiens, 69, died
on Thursday,
Jan. 4, 2018, at
Kidron Bethel
Care Center in
North Newton.

Albert was
born on Aug. 2,
1948, in New-
ton to Wm.
Kenneth and Florene
(Bachman) Wiens.

He attended Halstead
schools, where he gradu-
ated in 1966. He attended
Hutchinson Junior College
and was a 1971 business
graduate of Emporia State
University. 

Albert enjoyed pizza,
fishing, go-carts and
sporty cars. He especially
enjoyed the volunteer
work/jobs he was able to
provide in the past at Car-
ing Place and while living
at Kidron Bethel the past
several years. He will be
remembered as a “Caring
Spirit” and one who was
thankful for everything.
Albert had a special love
and concern for his

mother. He
was a member
of the First
Mennonite
Church.

He is sur-
vived by his
mother, Flo-
rene Wiens;
siblings and
spouses, Prisca

(Gary) Krehbiel, Gerry
(Bev) Wiens, and Wendy
Wiens; and many loved
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in
death by his father, Wm.
Kenneth Wiens.

Memorial services were
Jan. 8 at the First Men-
nonite Church of Newton.
A public visitation was at
Petersen Funeral Home in
Newton.

A graveside committal
was Jan. 8 at the Halstead
City Cemetery.

A memorial has been es-
tablished for NAMI-Na-
tional Alliance on Mental
Illness, Local Affiliate and
Caring Place of Newton,
Kan. Petersenfamilyfuner-
alhome.com.

ALBERT WIENS

Virginia L.
Payne, 87,
died Tues-
day, Jan. 2,
2018, at
Newton Pres-
byterian
Manor in
Newton. She
was born
Feb. 2, 1930,
in Saint Paul, Kan., to
Charles and Vera (Mudd)
Groner.

On July 1, 1950, she
married Claude “Tony”
Payne at St. Paul, Kan.,
and he preceded her in
death on Feb. 2, 1988.

Virginia was a longtime
Newton resident and a
member of St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in New-
ton. She worked many
years as a supply clerk at
the former Axtell Hospital
and Newton Medical Cen-
ter. 

She is survived by her
daughters, Gail Gilchrist
and her husband Ron of
North Newton; Carla

Regehr and her
husband Ron of
Kechi; son,
Gary Payne of
Newton; sister,
Lou Piotrowski
of Fort Scott;
and brother,
Warren Groner
of Girard.

She also is
survived by three grand-
children and four great-
grandchildren.

Virginia was preceded
in death by her parents
and husband. 

Funeral Mass was Jan.
9 at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, with the Tev-
erend Nicholas Voelker
presiding. Recitation of
the Holy Rosary preceded
Mass. Burial was in the
St. Mary’s Catholic Ceme-
tery in Newton. Visitation
was at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton.

Memorials may be made
to Harry Hynes Memorial
Hospice in Care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.

VIRGINIA PAYNE

HESSTON—Clara Lu-
cille Wance, 93, died Mon-
day, Jan. 8, 2018, at
Schowalter Villa in Hes-
ston.

Clara was born on Jan.
17, 1924, in McPherson to
Adam and Agnes Unruh
Ratzlaff. She and her twin
brother, Clinton, were the
youngest of five children
and grew up on a farm
near Durham.

Clara moved with her
family to Newton in 1941.
She married the love of her
life, John Wance, in No-
vember 1947. John and
Clara had three children:
Janice, who died as an in-
fant in 1949, and Susan
Kennedy (currently of
Barcelona, Spain) and
Steven (of Holden, MO).
Clara had five grandchil-
dren and five great-grand-
children, who brought her
much joy.

Clara retired from the
Bethel Deaconess Hospi-
tal’s dietary department in
1986. Clara and John
moved to Schowalter Villa
in 2005. John passed away
in 2009. She was blessed
to be surrounded by an un-
derstanding and compas-
sionate group of staff and

employees and friends.
Along with her parents,

husband and daughter,
Clara was preceded in
death by her brothers,
Wesley and Clinton Rat-
zlaff; and two sisters,
Hilda Mitchell and
Frances Decker.

Memorial services will
be at 10 a.m. Saturday,
Jan. 13, 2018, at the
chapel of Schowalter Villa
in Hesston. Graveside and
interment services will be
held at 11:30 a.m. Satur-
day at Greenwood Ceme-
tery in Newton, followed
by a luncheon at First
Mennonite Church in
Newton.

The family will receive
friends at the funeral
home Friday, Jan. 12, be-
tween 6 and 7 p.m.

A memorial has been es-
tablished with the Men-
nonite Central Committee;
contributions may be sent
to Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, 120 E. Broad-
way, Newton, KS, 67114.

Condolences may be left
at www.broadwaycolo-
nialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

CLARA WANCE

Eldon Wayne
Brenneman,
78, died on Fri-
day, Jan. 5, at
his home in
Newton.

Eldon was
born on Aug.
31, 1939, in
Newton to
Lawrence and
Estella (Jantz) Brenne-
man.

Eldon was a graduate of
Newton High School and
attended one year of college
before joining the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps in 1961, where
he served until 1967. 

He married Jean Marie
Kopps on Nov. 9, 1964, in
Las Vegas. 

He is survived by his
wife, Jean Brenneman;
daughter, Karen Brenne-
man; and a grandson,
Brenden Fisher.

He was preceded in
death by his parents and
one sister, Oleta Schmidt.

Funeral
services are
scheduled for
10 a.m., Fri-
day, Jan. 12, at
the Newton
Christian
Church. A pri-
vate family
graveside serv-
ice will be held

at Restlawn Gardens of
Memory. Military honors
will be presented at the
church following the fu-
neral service. A public visi-
tation will be held from 5 to
9 p.m. on Thursday, Jan.
11, at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton. The fam-
ily will be present to greet
friends from 6 to 8 p.m.

A memorial has been es-
tablished with the building
fund of the Newton Chris-
tian Church, 210 Southport
Drive, Newton, KS, 67114,
or call (316)283-5998. Pe-
tersenfamilyfuneralhome.c
om.

ELDON BRENNEMAN

HOW TO RUN AN OBITUARY
Obituaries in Newton Now are free as long as

they fit our newspaper style. We see a death in our
community as a news item that people care about in
Newton and North Newton. 

If you have an obituary that should run in New-
ton Now please send it to:  
wendy@harveycountynow.com and it will run as
soon as we can get it online and in the Thursday
print edition as well. 

If you want a special obituary or message printed
in this section, please contact Bruce Behymer for
pricing at: bbehymer@buyersedgeks.com. 
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Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!
Your classified ad will appear in all of these papers - Hillsboro
Free Press, Newton Now and The Herington Times...reaching
every Marion County household as well as Newton Now and

Herington Times subscribers.

Call 620-947-5702 or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Line ads: 
$7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 

(minimum of 1x2 
at $25.50)

The Morris County Sheriff’s Department is 
accepting applications for a 

FULL TIME DISPATCHER
Applicant must be at least 18 years of age, have a high school
diploma or GED and must be able to pass a criminal history

background check and have a valid Drivers License
Applications and job description may be picked up 

at the Sheriff’s Office. EOE
Applications will be accepted until position is filled.

Western District Conference
(Mennonite Church USA)

seeks 
3/4-time business

manager: 
accounting experience 

desirable; computer and 
organizational skills; ability
to work independently and

set goals; effective 
communicator; 

team player; committed to
WDC mission.  

See mennowdc.org for 
further information.

Executive Director  
Caring Place is looking for an Executive Director to be in charge
of programs and plans of the local Consumer Run Organization.

Caring Place CRO provides peer support for the recovery, 
education and socialization needs of persons with mental illness.

As a CRO, the Caring Place employs staff and is governed by a
Board of Directors.  Individual members, the Board of Directors

and the staff all identify as peers which includes both current and
former consumers of mental health services. 

The job is part-time, 20 hours per week and involves planning,
program supervision, fundraising, public information and 
community outreach. The position reports directly to the 

Board of Directors. 
Inquiries: midkansasnami@gmail.com 

or email resumes to:  cp20012002@gmail.com

Full-time Retail
Sales Position

Seeking individual with people
skills, dependability, and a
good work ethic. Previous 
customer service or basic

home improvement experience
preferred. High School

diploma, background check,
and the ability to lift 

50-80 lbs. is required. 
Duties include customer 
service, stock product on

shelves, and light maintenance.
The position is 5 days/week,

including Saturdays. 

Apply in person at:
Hillsboro Hardware, 

125 N. Main, Hillsboro, KS 
or email 

nicole@hillsborohardwareks.com
to request an application

BODY SHOP
TECHNICIAN

Contact Terry or Randy at
Hillsboro Ford, 620-947-3134

or 888-611-1186
or email: 

terry@hillsborofordks.com

HILLSBORO

202 S. Main, Hillsboro

Career opportunity for 
responsible, motivated individual

as a body shop technician. 
Competitive pay, benefits and 

continuous training.

AUTOMOTIVE
TECHNICIAN

Contact Kim at Hillsboro Ford,
620-947-3134 or 888-611-1186

or email: 
kim@hillsborofordks.com

HILLSBORO

202 S. Main, Hillsboro

Career opportunity for responsi-
ble, motivated individual as an

automotive technician. 
Will train the right individual.
Competitive pay, benefits and 

continuous training.

Hallcon is looking for drivers
to transport railroad crews

up to a 200 mile 
radius from Herington, KS.
Must live within 20 miles of
Herington, KS, be 21 years

or older, valid driver’s 
license and a 

pre-employment drug 
screen is required. A com-
pany vehicle is provided,

paid training, and benefits.

Compensation is 
$9.25 per hour.

Apply online at 
www.hallcon.com or call

Mary Day @ (785) 213-8907

Park & Lake 
Superintendent

Marion County is accepting 
applications for Park & Lake 

Superintendent. This position is
responsible for management of
the Marion County Park & Lake

according to established 
policies and procedures and

under the direction of the Board
of County Commissioners. Job
duties include supervising and
directing personnel and actively
participating in: maintenance of

lake facilities and grounds, 
upkeep of the dam, selling 

fishing, boating, hunting, and
camping permits, patrolling for
public safety, enforcing all rules

and regulations, oversight of
the KDWPT fisheries program,
all office procedures and billing,
budget preparation and ensur-

ing public safety of patrons.
Good public relations, supervi-
sory, and communication skills

a must. CPR and First Aid 
certification required. Basic

water rescue training preferred.
Wages are in accordance with

the County’s pay plan. Full 
benefit package available. 

Applications and job descrip-
tions are available at the County
Clerk’s Office, 200 S Third St.,
Suite 104, Marion, KS 66861.
620-382-2185.  

www.marioncoks.net EEOE.

DIRECTOR 
Marion Historical 

Museum 
Maximum 20 hours/ week

April - October.   
Th.,Fri., Sat. 

Possible off  season hours
available during winter 
REQUIREMENTS:

• Love of  History 
• Serving the Public 
• Preserving/Displaying 

Artifacts 
• Basic computer skills 
• Ambassador for City of  
Marion 

• Grant writing experience 
a plus 
Salary commensurate with 

experience 
Training Provided

Contact Pam Varenhorst at
(620)381-0062 or Museum
Voicemail at (620)382-9134 

Salem Home currently 
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash
PH: 620-947-2272

Or obtain an application at:
Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

* FT Day Med Aide
* PT Evening Med Aide

Fulltime RN Position
Night Shift; 7 pm to 7 am

PRN 
Day Shift hours

Contact:  Sharon James,
CNO @ 620-382-2177; 

Ext. 179

Apply online:  
www.slhmarion.org

St. Luke Hospital and 
Living Center

535 S. Freeborn
Marion, KS  66861

Help Wanted:

WELDERS
• 40-50 hour work week

• Competitive pay
• Great Benefits Package

Apply online at hillsboroindustries.com 
or pick up an application at:

Hillsboro Industries
220 Industrial Road, Hillsboro, KS 67063

620.947.3127

The Marion County Clerk is 
accepting applications for a

Part-time 
Election Clerk. 

Must be well organized and 
extremely detail oriented.

Position involves assisting 
citizens in office, maintaining
voter registration and election
records, tracking and comply-

ing with election deadlines, 
creating ballots, working with
every aspect of elections and

other duties as assigned. 
1-3 years office experience 

required including Microsoft
Word & Excel. Receptionist 

duties include multi-line tele-
phone.  Must have a positive
attitude, be able to work inde-
pendently and handle stressful
situations with professionalism.
Election experience preferred.  
Apply at the Marion County
Clerk’s Office:  200 S. Third

St., Marion, KS.  
620-382-2185. 

www.marioncoks.net.  
Open until filled. EOE.

PRODUCTION HHELP WWANTED
MONDAY-FRIDAY

3rd shift  12:00am  -  8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

2 Announcements

Community Info

�������	

��������	�
�
��������	
���������	
����������
��������������������	�

������������
�������

3 For Sale

Appliances
For Sale! 2016 Whirlpool Dishwasher, 2016
Kenmore Clothes Washer, 2017 Electric
Range, proof of purchase included. 1-
620-877-0198. 2-2tp

Firewood
Firewood For Sale! $80 a pickup load, will
deliver. Call Rick at 620-382-5744. 44-14tp

4 Real Estate

For Sale
House For Sale! 92 Lakeshore Dr., Marion
County Lake. Close to Marion Reservoir.
4 bedrooms, 3 bath (1 w/ jazzuci tub),
Open floor plan: kitchen, dining and living
room. 2 car oversized attached garage.
Full size finished basement. Plenty of
storage plus the best view of the Lake!!!
See Zillow for pictures!!! Call 316-804-
4232 or 620-323-0093 for appointment. 2-
1tp

5 For Rent

Apartments/Homes
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

Nice 2 bedroom North Newton Home 316-
284-4202. 1-2tc

2 BR Townhouse Hesston 316-284-4202.
1-2tc

For Rent: 2 bedroom house, central heat
& air with appliances, located in Hillsboro
and  Marion. 620-245-1648. 2-2tp

Mobile home for rent, 2 bedroom, under-
ground tornado shelter. 709 N. Vine in
Peabody. $475 rent/$475 deposit. 316-
680-2133. 2-1tp

2 Bedroom Senior
Apartment

Call 620-947-2272

• Must be 55 years old 
or older

* NO Maintenance fees
* Utilities Included

5 For Rent

Apartments/Homes

Vintage
Apartments 

Hillsboro KS
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Duplex
Attached One Car Garage

All Appliances, 
Washer/Dryer included

Must Income Qualify

316-633-1390 

Federally subsidized
rental apartment project

now accepting 
applications for a 
ONE AND A 

TWO-BEDROOM 
APARTMENT

Kidron Bethel 
Village

3001 Ivy Drive, 
North Newton 
316-836-4859

Qualified applicants must
be at least 62 years old or

have severe mobility 
impairment. EHO

5 For Rent

Apartments/Homes

Small Town
Living at its Best
• Spacious 1 bedroom

apartments available now.
• Just northeast of Wichita

in the beautiful Peabody,
KS.

• Income based. 62 or 
older or disabled.

Utilities paid. Call today.
620-983-2958

Indian Guide 
Terrace Apartments

501 North Vine Street
Peabody, KS 66866

(Some market rent
apartments available.

Call for details.)

• Lowest priced Satellite in town
• 24 hour emergency 

maintenance and management
services

• Located across from the 
Hospital

• Small pets welcome
• Income guidelines apply

Apply Mon-Th • 10 am-3 pm  

Clean, spacious 1 bdrm
apartments with a quiet 
patio entrance to your 

1 level apartment.

GOLDEN AGE
HOMES

has immediate openings for:

201 E. Helen St.
Herington

785-258-2510

Classified Deadline
Monday at Noon

Financial
Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS or
State in back taxes?  Our firm works to re-
duce the tax bill or zero it out completely
FAST. Call now 866-758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call 785
655 9430 or go online to Chuckhenry.com
for pricing, availability & Freight esti-
mates.

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions ac-
cepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-
268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or As-
bestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your
family may be entitled to a substantial fi-
nancial award. We can help you get cash
quick! Call 24/7: 855-510-4274

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS
MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-
gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA ap-
proved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind pay-
ing your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan
Modification? Is the bank threatening fore-
closure? CALL Homeowner’s Relief Line
now for Help!  855-401-4513

Updating your bathroom does not have to
be expensive or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call 855-324-
2317 today for a free in home consultation.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-1682 (Mon-Fri
8am-9pm CT)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net.  High-Speed.  Available Anywhere!
Speeds to 25 mbps. Starting at $49.99/mo.
Call for Limited Time Price!  877-578-8005
(Mon-Fri 8am-8pm CT)

SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLE-
MENT!  FREE QUOTES from top
providers.  Excellent coverage.  Call for a
no obligation quote to see how much you
can save!  855-587-1299

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW  JULY 8-9 SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-3
TOPEKA KANSAS EXPOCENTER (19TH &
TOPEKA BLVD) INFO: (563) 927-8176
www.rkshows.com

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support after-
wards. Choose adoptive family of your
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL
& IN) (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes. Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-
283-0205 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. No
contract or commitment. We buy your ex-
isting contract up to $500! 1-800-919-3588
(MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-
800-712-9365 (MCN)

Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV. Bundle &
Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS Genie HD-
DVR. $50/month for 2 Years (with AT&T
Wireless.) Call for Other Great Offers! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card when
you sign up today - Limited time Only.
CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Stop paying too much for cable,and get
DISH today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn
more about our special offers! (MCN)

DISH NETWORK. TV for Less, Not Less
TV! FREE DVR. FREE Install (up to 6
rooms.) $49.99/mo. PLUS Hi-Speed Inter-
net - $14.95/mo (where vailable.) Call 1-
855-434-0020 (MCN)

Lower that Cell Phone Bill. Get 2 lines of
unlimited data for $100/mo. with Auto-
Pay—taxes & fees included. Video Stream-
ing & Mobile Hotspot included. Limited
offer/Restrictions Apply. Call Today and
Save. 855-549-9399 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED!! Make $1000 A Week Mail-
ing Brochures From Home! No Experience
Required. Helping home workers since
2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start Immedi-
ately! www.WorkingOpp.com (MCN)

CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and bene-
fits. Matching 401k. Bonus’s and tax free
money. Experience needed. Call Scott 507-
437-9905. Apply on-line
WWW.MCFGTL.COM (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimpor-
tant! WWW.HomeBucks.US ###### FREE
GOVERNMENT MONEY! www.BillionDol-
larFund.net (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, call: 866-871-
1626 (MCN)

Reduce your total credit card payments by
up to 30% to 50%! Call Consolidated
Credit NOW! 844-764-1891 (MCN)

Buying a home and need a mortgage?Or,
have a home and want to lower your
monthly fees and refinance? Getting a
mortgage is quicker and easier than ever.
Call now! 855-715-4721 (MCN)

FOR SALE
TRAILER SALE! 2017 6’X12’ V-nose, ramp,
radials $2,775.00; 7’X12’ single axle, V-
nose, ramp, radials CAP. 3,280 lbs. two-
bike or trike trailer;6’X10’ 10k dump
$4,899.00, 990 gallon fuel trailer; Scissor
lift trailer; 82”X16’+2’ car hauler 7k brakes
$2,385.00; ST205/75D15 New trailer take-
offs $65.00 each. 515-972-4554 www.Fort-
DodgeTrailerWorld.com (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 888-438-6461 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613
(MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Ship-
ping! 100 Percent Guaranteed. CALL
NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

OXYGEN- Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 855-995-5653 (MCN)

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or As-
bestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your
family may be entitled to a substantial fi-
nancial award. We can help you get cash
quick! Call 24/7: 866-924-0504 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. Call
NOW!! 877-291-4724 (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. Call today 1-888-403-
7751 (MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT &
PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST PRICES!
Call 1-888-389-0695. www.cash4diabetic-
supplies.com (MCN)

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 60 tabs $99
includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-0780
(MCN)

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immediately.
Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently & Safely.
Guaranteed Results. FDA Licensed. Free
Brochure: 1-800-354-3944 www.DrJoelKa-
plan.com (MCN)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement
Systems Inc. Call us for all of your base-
ment needs! Waterproofing, Finishing,
Structural Repairs, Humidity and Mold
Control. FREE ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-
640-8195 (MCN)



Ethan Torres and Ryan
Hirsh deal with a lot of
water in their lives,
whether it's in the pool
with perhaps millions of
gallons of the liquid or
only just a glassful at one
of their jobs.

Torres is a waiter at the
China Inn Restaurant in
town, and Hirsh is a life-
guard at the Newton
YMCA.

“I'm by water pretty
much 24/7,” Hirsh said,
taking a break during the
Thursday afternoon New-
ton Invitational at New-
ton High School and
looking a little cold, like a
fish out of water, so to
speak, since he had just
come out of the water. 

“I'm always cold,” he
said. “If you're a swim-
mer, you get used to it.”

Hirsh said that after
practice, they have wet
hair.

“It turns right into ice,”
he said. “Not as funny in
the winter.”

And whether it's warm
or frigid outside, Torres
and Hirsh are swimmers
this winter on the Newton
High School swim team,
as they have the past
three winters. They've
also competed on the
Newton Nitros, a local
club team.

Hirsh and Torres, even
before the Thursday meet
started, already qualified
for state this year and
they were the only two
Newton swimmers to
quality going into the
Thursday home meet—
Hirsh in the 100-freestyle
with consideration times
in three other events: 100
breaststroke, where he
was 0.3 of a second off,
100-backstroke and 200-
individual medley, and
Torres has qualified in the
200 individual medley,
100-backstroke and the
100-butterfly. At the
Thursday meet, Hirsch
qualified in the 100-
breaststroke as well.

Both have been to state
their previous three years
in high school and earned
the same medals, they
said, which were sixth
places.

Both have been swim-
ming for a long time and
competing since they were
children. Hirsh started
learning at 6 months old
with his parents at a Wi-
chita YMCA, while Torres
was a little older.

“I’d say before kinder-
garten,” he said, adding
he started swimming with
the Newton Nitros when
he was in the third grade

about 10 years ago.
Hirsh also was a mem-

ber of the Nitros team,
starting in the first grade,
so he’s competed for 12
years in swimming. Tor-
res and Hirsh’s last day
with the Nitros was this
past fall, since that was
their last season to be
with them.

The years have gone by,
and now they’re seniors at
Newton High School.

“It’s kinda hard to be-
lieve it’s Senior Night al-
ready,” Hirsh said. “It’s
our last home meet.”

Since they were on the
Nitros together, they’ve
known each other a long
time and have seen each
other a lot.

“It’s going to be weird
the day we don’t see each
other,” Torres said, laugh-
ing.

“Seems like forever,”
Hirsh added about how
long they’ve been ac-
quainted.

After high school, they
might also run into each
other at school, since both
plan to attend the Univer-
sity of Kansas. In addition
to NHS, they also at-
tended Chisholm Middle
School and Santa Fe Mid-
dle School at the same
time.

“Been going to the same
school since the fifth
grade,” Torres said.

Torres and Hirsh enjoy
the sport for a variety of
reasons, some of which
are the same.

“It’s very soothing,”
Hirsh said. “After you
have a hard day, just go to
practice and forget every-
thing. I like the health
benefit, especially getting
to eat whatever I want.”

Torres likes swimming,
he said, for the reasons
Hirsh gave, especially the
eating one.

“I also like, you know, I
get exercise instead of just
sitting at home,” he said.

It’s not all fun and
games, however.

“It can be very frustrat-
ing,” Hirsh said. “It’s just
a very big time commit-
ment.”

The meet
Newton High School

took fifth place in the
Thursday, Jan. 4, Newton
Invite at the high school
out of nine teams. They
had 165 points.

Other rankings during
the meet were: Maize
High School, 295 points,
first; Andover Central
High School, 243 points,
second; Maize South High
School, 218 points; Derby
High School, 187 points,
fourth; Hutchinson High
School, 112 points, sixth;
Andover High School, 91
points; Rose Hill High
School, 38 points, eighth;
and Liberal High School,
five points, ninth.
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Estate – Jewelry Store Inventory 
Bronze Statuary Showroom Closing

Automobiles – Rare Coin Collection – Indian Artifacts 
– Antiques – Antique Gun Collection & More!

A PARTIAL LISTING:
ANTIQUE GUNS:   Colt SA Army 45 with 5 ½” bll, MFG. 1889; 
Colt Cavalry 45 Proofed H.N.; Win Mdl. 1873 44-40; Win. Mdl 
1894 30 long ; Marlin Saddle King Carbine;  12 Ga, Dble Bu 
Coach  Gun Marked Wf& Co. , Brass Signal Cannon On Wheels, 
Manhattan Revolver In Box With Accessories
ANTIQUES, PRIMITIVES, COLLECTIBLES;   
INDIAN ART & ARTIFACTSSAFARI GRADE TAXIDERY
RARE COIN COLLECTION;  Rare Commutative Half Collars, 
Inc. Key Dates, Nice Unc Morgan Dollar Collection Inc. key 
Dates,  Partial Set over 300 Bunk Morgan Walking Lib Half 
Dollars, Peace Dollars, Mercury Dimes, inc. Key Dates, Lincoln 
Cent Partial Set, Buffalo Nickels, Indian Head Cents, SILVER 
over  200 Silver Eagles, Monster Box Eagles, 1 oz Buffalo 
Silver Rounds, 100 oz silver Bar, Start your Silver Savings 
Account at this AUCTION
GOLD; $1 LIB $1 Princess Head, 2 ½ Liberty and Indians, $5 
Lib & Indians, $10 Lib & Indian US $20 Liberty and St Gaudens, 
US $50 1 oz Gold Buffaloes, $50 Gold Eagles, 1/10 Th oz gold 
eagles and more!! SPECIAL  ESTATE JEWELRY

TERMS:  Cash, Check with proper ID, Visa, MasterCard - 
5 percent Premium – Preview starts  at 5PM Saturday.

101 W 29TH N,
WICHITA, KS

2 BIG SESSIONS

2 GREAT ESTATES PLUS MORE
SATURDAY EVE, JANUARY 13TH • 6:00 PM

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14TH • 1 PM

Sale conducted at :

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK!

HOUSE FOR RENT
Newton- 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
kitchen applicances, newly 

decorated. NO pets/ NO smoking. 
Rent&Deposit $785. 

(316)284-3890

Fish in the water: Torres, Hirsh qualify for state

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Ryan Hirsh, right, hugs his mom, Jodi Hirsh, while looking at his dad, Dustin Hirsh, on Thursday night, Jan. 4, during the Senior Night activities
at the Newton Invitational swim meet. Hirsh had just handed his mom a rose. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Ethan Torres takes part in the Newton Invitational on Thursday, Jan. 4, at Newton High School. 

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Ethan Torres, left, and Ryan Hirsh
have been swimming together
since they were youngsters.

The Newton Area
Women of the Year Advi-
sory Committee is now ac-
cepting nominations for
2018 honorees.

The Women of the Year
program honors Newton-
area women who give
freely of their time and tal-
ents to make our commu-
nity a better place to live.
Women who live or work in
Newton or North Newton
are eligible. Nomination
forms and more informa-

tion are available online at
www.NewtonWOY.com or
at Newton Public Library.

For 62 years, the pro-
gram has recognized the
contributions of women
who make a positive differ-
ence in the areas of busi-
ness, health care, children
and families, education, re-
ligion, the arts and volun-
teerism. Three winners are
chosen each year by a
panel of judges.

2018 honorees will be

recognized at a brunch on
Saturday, April 14, at the
Meridian Center. This
year’s theme is a quote
from Eleanor Roosevelt:
“The future belongs to
those who believe in the
power of their dreams.”

For more information,
contact committee chair
Jill Gatz at 316-772-3265,
e-mail NewtonWOY@g-
mail.com, or visit face-
book.com/NewtonWOY.

—For Newton Now

Nominations sought for 2018 Women of the Year



Jan. 7
Arrests:
Matthew Rodriquez,

35, Newton, domestic
battery, 600 Blk Autumn
Ridge

Jan. 6
Criminal call:
Larceny, 900 blk N

High St

Jan. 5
Arrests: 
Jacob Welch, 27,

Hutchinson, warrant,
1800 Blk Severance

Clint Loescher, 29,
Newton, possession of
narcotic, 1900 Blk Cy-
press Lane 

Thomas Lane, 48,
Newton, burglary, 1000
Blk N. Walnut 

Brian Krotz, 37, New-
ton, warrant, 100 Blk E
Eighth St 

Kellie Cline, 41, Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk
E Eighth St

Arius Watkins, 31,
Newton, violation of pro-
tection order, 1700 Blk
N Main St.

Criminal call:

Domestic disturbance,
900 Blk Country Lane,
Newton

Jan. 4
Arrests:
Thomas Perry, 51,

Gardner, warrant, 200
Blk E Sixth St., Newton

Monica Wasiel, 29,
Potwin, driving with in-
valid license, 1400 Blk S.
Kansas 

Criminal call:
Offenses against fam-

ily/children, 8100 Blk N
Pine St., Newton

Jan. 3
Arrests:
Richard Hill, 30 Wi-

chita, warrant, milepost
288, US Highway 50

Willie Price, 40, Valley
Center, possession of
narcotic, criminal use of
firearm, 1200 Blk S
Kansas Ave.

Christopher Rather,
34, Wichita, possession
of stolen property, illegal
tag display, driving
while a habitual viola-
tor, 1200 Blk S Kansas
Ave.

Criminal call:

Driving while sus-
pended, 1500 Blk E First
St.

North Newton 
Jan. 6
Arrest: 
Andre Howard, 20,

Newton , possession of
marijuana and para-
phernalia, Bethel Col-
lege Memorial Grove
parking lot

Kiera Broehl, 47, Wi-
chita, driving while sus-
pended, I-135 mm 34

and it's around 16 or 18.”
The Harvey County

Zoning and Planning
Board will make a deci-
sion on whether to amend
the rule at their next
meeting at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Feb. 9.

The idea for the change
was prompted after talk-
ing to realtors and prop-
erty owners, Bell said.

She added said the
county has needs to
maintain population, help
increase tax base and
keep youth within the
community.

“When someone calls
me and says, ‘My dad has
some land; can we build a
house,’ and when I have
to say no, that just kills
me,” she said.

The change in the 40-
acre rule would be sim-
ple. It wouldn't be
repealed but instead
allow an exemption to
make it easier for a house
to be built. 

The change would
allow a parcel to be split
off an existing 40 acres to
build a new house. If
there was an existing
house on the 40-acre
property, another piece of
land could be split off for
another piece of land.

The best way to get this
across is a story.

Currently, if Joe Home-
builder wants to build a
new house in the county,
he needs to buy 40 acres
to build his house. Then
he can then split his
house off the 40-acre
property and sell 35
acres. However, his house
is now on five acres and
is a non-conforming prop-
erty in the eyes of the
county, meaning the
county can't issue any
zoning permits. Should
anything else need to be
built on the parcel, he
wouldn't be able to do so.
Joe could still sell the
house, but he couldn't
build a shop or barn.

This could be a diffi-
culty for the owner,
should a natural disaster
come, as they'd be unable
to rebuild. 

With the proposed
changes, Joe would be
able to go out and find a
property owner with at
least 40 acres and buy a
five-acre parcel from the
property owner and build
a house on that parcel.
However, once that parcel
has been split off of the
40 acres, the larger prop-
erty won't be able to be
split for another house.  

If there was an existing
house on a 40-acre prop-
erty, prior to the pro-
posed rule being created,

the 40 acres could have
one split off for a new
house.

Bell said that would
allow farmers to let their
children build on prop-
erty they already have a
farm house on. 

Under the change, Bell
said the policy would still
limit 16 houses on 640
empty acres but allow the
flexibility for people to
purchase smaller pieces
of land.

Bell said the change is
also important because of
how mortgages are is-
sued. Often times, a bank
won't issue a mortgage on
a property if more than
25 percent of the prop-
erty's value comes from
land. That practice re-
sulted in many people
splitting their houses off
of larger land plots in
order to get a mortgage. 

During the meeting,
the Harvey County Com-
mission didn't object to
the plan moving forward. 

Commissioner Randy
Hague, however, did say
he had some reservations
about the idea.

“The urban sprawl out
of the Wichita metro is
coming this way,” Hague
said. “Another thing I'm a
bit fearful of is a mass ex-
odus in Newton with the
high taxes Newton has.”

Bell said that the rule
still would limit the
amount of houses built
out in the county. 

After more discussion,
it was decided that the
Planning and Zoning
Board would make a final
ruling on a proposed
change at its next meet-
ing.
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Special thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:15am Fellowship
11am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship

10:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel 
A.M.E. Church
711 E. 11th Street

9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship

Hillcrest 
Community Church

-  A Foursquare
Church

431 W. 12th
9:30am Cafe Connect

10:30am Worship

Highland Trinity
United Church 

of Christ
Corner of K-15 & Dutch Ave

9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School

Iglesia Del Nazareno 
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible Church
900 Old Main

9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass

10:30am Sunday Mass
6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship
11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Walton United
Methodist Church

201 Blaine Street, Walton
9:00am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
KAR TTowing

1808 N. Main, Newton
316-284-1869

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
www.theyarnstation.com

If you would like to become a
sponsor of the Newton Area

Church Directory, please con-
tact Shannin Rettig at 

shannin@harveycountynow
or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main, Newton

316-284-0636
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County unveils social
media accounts

The Harvey County
Government now officially
has social media accounts. 

While some parts of the
organization, such as the
sheriff's department or
the parks and recreation
department have had
large social media follow-
ings for years, the govern-
ment as a whole is just
dedicating official county
social media sites on
Facebook and Twitter. 

According to a release
put out by the county, it
will use the social media
accounts to provide be-
hind-the-scene looks at
projects, provide informa-
tion about local govern-
ment, preparedness tips,
information about upcom-
ing meetings and events,
as well as pushing out
critical information dur-
ing emergency situations. 

According to the release
the new accounts can be
found at:

Facebook: Harvey
County

Twitter: @HarveyCoun-
tyKS

The release promised
that the accounts would
be frequently checked and
quickly responsive. How-
ever, as with anything, in
case of an emergency call
911.

Prairie View receives state
award for

housing assistance
Prairie View Inc. has

been awarded a $50,000
Tenant Based Rental As-
sistance (TBRA) grant
from the Kansas Housing
Resources Corporation
(KHRC) to help people
with severe mental illness
afford safe and decent
housing.

TBRA awards are
funded through the fed-
eral HOME Investment
Partnerships program ad-
ministered by KHRC. The
grant gives the opportu-
nity of affordable housing
for those at or below 50
percent median income.
Prairie View’s grant is
targeted at persons with
severe and persistent
mental illness.

Eligible tenants for this
grant must reside in Har-
vey, Marion or McPherson
Counties. The awarded
funds will offer qualified
applicants as much as two
years of rental subsidy as-
sistance. Households re-
ceiving assistance will
generally pay no more
than 30 percent of their
adjusted monthly income
for rent.

Prairie View began ac-
cepting applications for
housing assistance on
Jan. 10, 2018. For more
information, contact
Megan Thompson, hous-
ing program coordinator,
at (316) 284-6400 or (800)
992-6292.

First Newton baby of
2018 arrives 

two weeks early
The first baby for 2018

was born in Newton at
7:11 a.m. New Year’s Day
and weighed 8 pounds, 14
ounces and measured 19
inches long. 

A release from Newton
Medical Center stated
that the boy’s first and
middle name was Jhett
Michael.

The child's last name
was not available, as par-
ents declined to have it in-
cluded in the press
release. The child was
originally due to arrive on
Jan. 14 but instead came
nearly two weeks early.

The hospital presented
the child's family with a
gift basket of baby
clothes, toys and essen-
tials. 

Newton Medical Center

delivered 460 children in
2017.

—For Newton Now

Democratic monthly
meeting coming up

The Harvey County De-
mocrats will meet on 7
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 16, at
7 p.m. at the Harvey
County Courthouse, Com-
munity Room in the base-
ment. We will discuss
voter contact in 2018. Vol-
unteers who are inter-
ested in helping with
voter contact are encour-
aged to join us.
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LIZ KOEHN
CONCIERGE BANKER

(316)283-3035

Let Liz help you
Every step of the way

THINKING ABOUT CHANGING BANKS?
WE MAKE SWITCHING EASY�

Learn more at mynewbank.com

THINKING ABOUT CHANGING BANKS?
WE MAKE SWITCHING EASY�

THINKING ABOUT CHANGING BANKS?
WE MAKE SWITCHING EASY�

THINKING ABOUT CHANGING BANKS?
WE MAKE SWITCHING EASY�

LIZ KOEHNLIZ KOEHN

(316)283-3035
CONCIERGE BANKER
LIZ KOEHN

(316)283-3035
CONCIERGE BANKER
LIZ KOEHN

OBITUARIES NEWS BRIEFS

Thomas J. Grochowsky,
78, died Tuesday, Jan. 9,
2018, at Asbury Park in
Newton. 

He was born April 2,
1939, the son of Vincent J
Grochowsky and Julia
Buckman Grochowsky.
Tom attended St. Mary's
School and Newton 

High School. 
Tom married Kay Sad-

owski on Feb. 4, 1960, and
they had three children.
Early in their marriage,
Tom worked in the oil
fields on a drilling rig and
then operated a service
station on Washington
Road. In 1971, he began
his employment with Hes-
ston Corp. and retired 

31 years later. Tom en-
joyed fishing very much.
After moving out east of
Newton in 

1986, gardening became
his major hobby. He partic-
ularly enjoyed growing
tomatoes and delighted in
sharing with friends and
family. He enjoyed spend-
ing time with his family
very much. 

Survivors include his
wife, Kay Grochowsky,
brother Michael Gro-
chowsky, son Keith and
Laura Grochowsky of
Overland Park, and daugh-
ters Jodi and Bobby Jack-
son of Gardner and Leann
and John Uhlrich of New-
ton. 

He had seven grandchil-
dren, Leslie and Christian
McNolty, Nathalia Kinzie,
Ian and Erin Grochowsky
and Alex and Karen
Thompson. He also had
seven great-grandchildren. 

Thomas was preceded in
death by his parents, Vin-
cent and Julia, brother
Patrick Grochowsky and
sister Carolyn Cox.

Funeral services will be
at 9:30 a.m.Friday, Jan.
12, at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church with
the rosary preceding it at 9
a.m. Burial will be in St.
Mary's Cemetery following
the Mass.

Memorials are suggested
to Caring Hands Humane
Society in care of Petersen
Funeral Home in Newton.

THOMAS GROCHOWSKY

McPHERSON—Norma
Regina Urbanek, 91, died
Sunday, Jan. 7, 2018, at
the McPherson Health and
Rehabilitation Center in
McPherson.

She was born on March
7, 1926, in Andale, the
daughter of Leo and Elnora
Winter Hecht. Norma was
raised in the Andale area;
after graduating from high
school, she moved to Wi-
chita.

She married William J.
Urbanek on June 3, 1967.
They lived on a farm near
Pilsen until retiring and
moving to Newton.

Norma and Bill attended
the St. John Nepomuncene
Catholic Church in Pilsen,
where she was a member of
the Altar Society. While
living in Newton, they at-
tended St. Marys Catholic
Church and volunteered at
The Newton Kansan along
with fellow church mem-
bers.

Norma worked for
Southwestern Bell Tele-
phone Co. for more than 20
years. Survivors include
her daughter, Sandra Pon-

tious and husband Trey of
McPherson; one sister,
Donna Lies of Colwich,
Kan.; and three grandchil-
dren, Briana Pontious,
Chayce, Pontious and
Trevor Pontious all of
McPherson.

Norma was preceded in
death by her parents; hus-
band; two brothers, Leo
“Bud” Hecht and Willia.
Hecht; and seven sisters,
Loretta Hecht, Winifred
Hecht, Salome Hecht,
Frieda Daily, Jean Ridder,
Leoba Hecht and Mary
Hecht.

The Recitation of the
Holy Rosary will be at 10
a.m. Thursday, Jan. 11, fol-
lowing by the Mass of
Christian Burial, both at
St. Joseph Catholic Church
in McPherson.

Graveside services and
interment will be at 1:30
p.m. Thursday at the St.
Marys Catholic Cemetery
in Newton.

A memorial has been es-
tablished with St. Joseph
Catholic Church, contribu-
tions may be sent to Broad-
way Colonial Funeral

NORMA URBANEK

Bessie Jane Joy, 92, died
Friday, Jan. 5, 2018, at As-
bury Park in Newton, Kan.
She was born Oct. 28,
1925, in Buffalo, Kan., to
Jessie Ivan and Lottie I.
(Reed) Robinson. She mar-
ried Herbert Key in 1943;
they were later divorced,
and he preceded her in
death. She later married
Ray “Jack” Joy, and he also
preceded her in death.

Bessie is survived by her
daughters, Irene Wise and
Betty Behnke, both of
Hutchinson, and Janneane
Keene of Florida; brothers,
Raymond (Betty) Robinson
Neosho Falls, Kan.,
Franklin Robinson of Cali-
fornia; sister, Laurine (Joe)
James of Oklahoma City,
Okla.; sister in law, Leota
Robinson of Buffalo, Kan.;
sister in law, Carlin Robin-
son of Pittsburg, Kan., and
David Heide of Oklahoma
City, Okla. She is also sur-
vived by eight grandchil-
dren, 16
great-grandchildren and
two great-great-grandchil-
dren. She is also survived

by her caregiver and friend
Robert Davis of Newton
and many nieces and
nephews.

She was preceded in
death by her parents; hus-
bands; brothers, Carl,
Johnnie, Ivan Jr. Floyd,
Leonard and Lloyd; and
sisters, Lottie, Florine and
Lois; and a grandson,
Nathaniel Isom.

Funeral Mass will be
10:30 a.m. Thursday, Jan.
11, at St. Mary Catholic
Church in Newton, with
the Reverend Nicholas
Voelker presiding. Visita-
tion was 5 to 9 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 10, with
recitation of the Rosary at
6 p.m. at Petersen Funeral
Home. The family received
friends following the
Rosary. Burial will be at
2:30 p.m. Thursday at the
Buffalo Cemetery in Buf-
falo, Kan., with the Rev-
erend Daniel Vacca
presiding.

Memorials are suggested
to St. Mary Catholic
Church in care of Petersen
Funeral Home in Newton.

BESSIE JANE JOY

Sharon J.
Reid 79, died
Saturday,
Jan. 6, 2018,
at Reed’s
Cove Health
Care in Wi-
chita, follow-
ing a brief
illness.

She was
born Dec. 10, 1938, in Eu-
reka, Kan., to J. Everett
and Velva (Todd) Gray.
On Feb. 1, 1958, she mar-
ried John Thomas “Tom”
Reid in Newton. He pre-
ceded her in death on
Nov. 16, 2009.

Sharon was a member
of the St. Mary Catholic
Church in Newton. 

She is survived by her
daughters, Amy Reid
Schell and her husband
Bob Schell of Centennial,
Colo., and their children,
Elizabeth, Jack and
Thomas; and Jennifer
Reid of Wichita, Kansas
and her children, Madison

and Conor. She
is also survived
by her brother,
John Gray of
Newton, and
sister, Patricia
Rickabaugh of
Gibsonia, Pa.

Sharon was
preceded in
death by her

parents and husband.
Funeral Mass was Jan.

10 at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in Newton, with
the Reverend Nicholas
Voelker presiding. Visita-
tion was Jan. 9, with the
Rosary being recited at
Petersen Funeral Home.
The family received
friends following the
Rosary. Burial will be in
St. Mary’s Catholic Ceme-
tery in Newton.

Memorials may be
made to Harry Hynes
Hospice or St. Mary
Catholic Church in care
of Petersen Funeral
Home.

SHARON REID

MADDIES IMAGES
Jhett Michael was born on New
Year’s Day at Newton Medical
Center and is the first baby of
the year.



Jan. 11
11:30 a.m.—Friendship

meal at Grand Central
Station 

3 p.m.—Boys, girls var-
sity bowling at Salina All
Star lanes

4 p.m.—Boys swim-
ming invitational at Em-
poria High School 

6:30 p.m.—Sixth grade
vocal music concert, Lind-
ley Hall

Jan. 12
9 a.m.—Varsity

wrestling at Newton High
School

1 p.m.—Bingo at Grand
Central 

4 p.m.—Family movie,
“Cars,” at the Newton
Public Library 

Jan. 13
9 a.m.—Varsity

wrestling at Newton High
School

10 a.m.—Run the Neuf
9K and two-mile run

1 to 4 p.m.—Second
Saturday acoustic music
at East Side UMC, 1520
E. Broadway, Newton

Jan. 14
1 p.m.—Knights of

Columbus free throw con-
test at St. Mary's
Catholic Church

3 p.m.—KIPCOR Film
Series for the movie
“Awake,” Krehbiel Audi-
torium, North Newton 

Jan. 15
Martin Luther King Jr.

Day 

7:30 p.m.—Martin
Luther King Jr. Day cele-
bration at Krehbiel Audi-
torium on Bethel Campus

Jan. 16

3 p.m.—Tech help at
Newton Public Library 

7 p.m.—Civil War sto-
ries at Newton Public Li-
brary with Jack Bender

State primaries are
less than a year away,
and it appears that long-
time incumbent Don
Schroeder (R) of Hesston,
might have a challenger
for House District 74,
which covers much of
rural Harvey County, in-
cluding Hesston.

Newton businessman
and Hesston resident
Stephen Owens said he
was highly confident he
would run in the 2018
election for the seat as a
Republican.

Newton Now contacted
Owens after he sent out a
release announcing that
he was exploring running
for the position.

“I’m actually gathering
signatures and filing via
petition,” Owens said
adding that his ex-
ploratory announcement
would be a way of getting

feedback
and gener-
ating con-
versation
among
residents
of the dis-
trict. “This
is a way to
get signa-
tures and get input.”

Owens is involved in a
number of business ven-
tures, owning Owens
Bonding Co., with loca-
tions in Newton and Wi-
chita, and operating as a
landlord. He said he also
did investing in local
businesses.

Owens described him-
self as a life-long conser-
vative Republican and
listed a number of rea-
sons for running in the
next election.

Owens said he wanted
to run in part because
there hadn’t been a com-
petitive primary in the
74th district for a num-
ber of years. Schroeder
has served since 2007 in

his position.
Owens also said he

wanted a different ap-
proach to state financial
policy.

“I’m not a fan of the
huge tax increases,” he
said in reference to the
increase in income tax
rates in the last legisla-
tive session.

“I think that raising
taxes and doing the
things done were not nec-
essary,” he said.

He added that the
Brownback tax cuts, in
his opinion, coincided
with a downturn in com-
modity prices and the oil
industry—something
that made the cuts look
like they had a negative
impact on the economy.

“If you look at the cuts
as a whole, there were
certainly beneficial
things going on,” he said.
“Instead of raising taxes,
there was a better ap-
proach; that’s the ap-
proach I want.”

Owens said he wishes

to get feedback from con-
stituents and asks com-
ments be sent to
rethinkkansas@gmail.co
m.“I want to know if peo-
ple are ready to rethink
the status quo,” he said.
“Just because something
has always been done a
certain way does not
make it the right way.”

A proposed develop-
ment project in Newton
took another step for-
ward at Monday's city
commission meeting. 

The city approved plat-
ting for a 5.6 acre com-
mercial property located
just south of First Street
and directly east of High-
way I-135

Developer Phillip
Bundy, in July of 2017,
told Newton Now that he
planned to use the prop-

erty as a location for
restaurants and a possi-
ble hotel. 

The plan approved by
the City of Newton splits
the property into three
plots bordering First
Street or the proposed
S.E. Second Court. That,
according to the previous
Bundy interview, would
be where the restaurants
would go.

The approved plat has
Manchester Avenue ex-
tending south into the
property and turning to
create a street called S.E.
2nd Court. 

Directly south of the

road is another plot that
could serve as the loca-
tion for a possible hotel. 

Development at the lo-
cation had previously
been complicated by the
Kansas Department of
Transportation owning a
significant amount of
right-of-way along the
South Side of First
Street, making it difficult
to put in driveways.

Director of community
planning and develop-
ment Kelly Bergeron said
to her knowledge that
issue has been resolved.
The approved plat did
not show KDOT having

the right-of-way on the
property.

Newton Now reached
out to Bundy for more in-
formation on the plat,
but he did not respond to
a request for an inter-
view. 

The property has long
been rumored as a possi-
ble location for Freddy's
Frozen Custard.

Newton Now reached
out to a number of
sources in the company,
and none were willing to
make an official an-
nouncement about the
restaurant locating in
Newton.

Gurty's Burgers is
working to transform
into a location to watch
the next big game. 

The location has re-
cently installed a 70-inch
big screen TV to compli-
ment a 55-inch big screen
TV and will project
games onto a 10-foot
screen on its south wall
with a Sony Laser Projec-
tor. 

“We're all big basket-
ball fans, and we wanted
a place to go watch mul-
tiple games on the big
screen,” owner Murray

Anderson said. “There's
really nothing on the
north end of town that
serves for something like
that.”

In addition to the large
screens, the restaurant
will start serving beer.
The City of Newton re-
cently approved a cereal
malt beverage license for
the restaurant, allowing
it to serve beer with a 3.2
percent alcohol content
or lower. 

“We have the space
and the employees and
are already there,” An-
derson said. “It seemed
like a good fit.”

Anderson said the
restaurant would be
showing KU, KSU and

WSU basketball games,
as well as the winter
Olympics. 

General Manager
Denise Carter said the
restaurant has been
doing well and that the
menu has extended to
wraps, deli cut sand-
wiches and salads. 

“It's just been fun,” she
said. “We feel comfort-
able right here.”

Carter said the Dirty
Gurty, a cheeseburger
with a fried egg, has
turned into a favorite
menu item.

She said she antici-
pated hours at the
restaurant extending to
accommodate sporting
events.
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Gurty's Burgers serving beer, showing sports
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
This is some of the fair offered at
Gurty’s in Newton.

Development project on First Street takes step forward
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Local businessman likely to run for state office
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Owens
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