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Cory Lehman and Karen Lehman were instrumental in getting a cooperative program between the Newton Fire/EMS Department and New-
ton Medical Center going. 

Not falling down on the job
Newton Hospital, EMS join forces to help older patients

During August and September one year, Newton
Fire/EMS responded five times to a 911 call from a
man who fell.

He was just one of a number of what the depart-
ment calls “super users,” who are people, as the
name suggests, who call 911 more than most.

The man used to fall, and the Newton Fire/EMS
Department got him involved in their fall preven-
tion program that's a cooperative between them
and Newton Medical Center.

“He hasn't called us since October,” said Division
Chief Cory Lehman. “That's a win for his quality of
life.”

Looking at comparisons, there were fewer calls
the department responded to up to November 2017
than there were in 2016. In 2016, they were called
to 516 falls, while by the end of November 2017,
they had only responded to 430, which was closer
to 475 by the end of the year. That amounts to 41
fewer fall calls.

“In 2017, we roughly sent 110 referrals to New-
ton Medical Center,” Lehman said, adding the
Newton Fire/EMS Department went into people's
homes and found they had unmet needs, so they
referred people onto case management at the hos-
pital.

He said some people are willing to get help, and
some refuse help even though they need it.

“We wanna help the people that want help,”
Lehman said. “We wanna help everybody, but
there are just people who refuse it.”

The program started a few years ago.
“This all started back in 2015,” Lehman said.

“An idea was floated—how can we help the citi-
zens of Newton that call us most.”

The idea was born after Lehman and his wife,Alex Ramos, wellness director at Newton Presbyterian Manor, right,
talks to wellness regular and resident Maria Hernandez at the
Manor. Ramos said getting enough exercise is key to fall prevention. See FALL / 8
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It was cold outside, and it didn't exactly heat
up inside the courthouse for the Harvey County
Commission's weekly meeting held on Tuesday.

The commission received updates on a number
of upcoming issues, the main one being a pro-
posed change in how groundwater in the county
is used.

The City of Wichita, which has wells it draws
from in Harvey County wants a change, allowing
it to draw more water from the Equus beds. 

The City of Wichita currently diverts some of
the water from the Little Arkansas, treat it and
pump it into the Equus beds.

In doing so, they receive recharge credits, al-
lowing them to withdraw extra water from the
Equus beds. The city is limited to using those
recharge credits when the Equus beds are at or
more than 88 percent full. The changes would
allow the City of Wichita to use the credits until

Wichita asks
to use more
water from
local source
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See WATER / 8

Not only does the Newton Murals and Arts
Project want to paint the town red, it wants to
paint the town in a variety of colors.

Their first project, which will start around
April, will be on the east side of the Hair Cutting
Company building, facing where the farmers
market takes place.

“Newton Murals and Arts Project, formerly
called Kit and Caboodle Committee, is a group of
citizens working with Central Kansas Commu-
nity Foundation, USD 373 and the Rotary Club
for the purpose,” group member Constance
Gehring said. “Our mission: the Newton Murals
and Arts Project exists to develop and install mu-
rals and other outdoor art for the purpose of
adding beauty and interest in Newton's down-
town business district and other locations in the
city.”

The idea came about when Gehring was doing
acupuncture for a group at Peace Connections in
Newton. One of the participants was Curtis
Stubbs, now a mural group member.

Group starting
effort to get
murals in town
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See MURALS / 8
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Russ and Kendra Neufeld's daughter, Natalie, right, shares a laugh with Karen Bach-
man, center, during The Neuf on Saturday. At left is Kendray Neufeld. 

Several men wore kilts on Sat-
urday morning, as about 270
souls braved the frigid tempera-
tures to run in honor of Russ
Neufeld, who died on Saturday,
Jan. 21, 2017, after a year-and-
a-half-long battle with lym-
phoma.

He was only 40.
The run was aptly named The

Neuf Memorial Run, in honor of
Russ. Organizers were Kendra
and the Kilts, which were Russ'
wife, Kendra, and his friends,
who donned the chilly skirt-like
garments.

Five organizers wore kilts as a
nod to Russ, one of the kilt wear-
ers, Toby Tyner, said. He said
Neufeld was involved in a lot of
things, one of which was the
McPherson Festival of Cultures
and Highland Games. Tyner
said Neufeld's son, Ethan, was
wearing Russ's kilt on Saturday.

“The Neuf has been developed
by friends and family of Russ
Neufeld to honor his memory,”
Tyner told runners before the
event started. “We all thank you
so much for the overwhelming
response to the run today. Russ
was special to all of us.”

Russ and Kendra's daughter,
Natalie Neufeld, was busy

Runners brave cold to honor late Russ Neufeld
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See NEUF / 8

Speakers highlight racial 
issues on MLK Day - Page 4 

Local pet shop has flair for
the exotic - Page 14



While spending
summer days
alone at home,

between bouts of trying to
kill each other, my sister
and I would often spend
time creating stupid
videos that our parents
tactfully refused to watch
when they came home
(good move), playing with
the farm cats outdoors
and pretending to be
world famous chefs as we
prepared the few lunches
we knew how to make.

Generally, lunch con-
sisted of a sandwich, a
bowl of canned soup,
boxed macaroni and
cheese or baked potatoes
from the microwave, but
that didn’t stop us from
boldly describing our fla-
vor choices as we mixed
orange powder into our
freshly boiled noodles.

I’ve always loved a good
baked potato, and espe-
cially on cold days like
we’ve been having, cut-
ting into a hot potato and
watching the steam es-
cape makes for a comfort-
ing meal.

This past week, I had
several leftover baked po-
tatoes in our fridge, and I
decided to do something
more interesting with
them than just warming
them back up in the oven.

Apparently, a lot of din-
ers use their leftover
baked potatoes to make
home fries, which ex-
plains why diner home
fries are so delicious.

To get those same awe-
some flavors at home, I
tried a recipe from “The
Creekside Cook.” You can
find it at http://thecreek-
sidecook.com/twice-baked-
oven-home-fries/#_a5y_p=
1845571. I didn’t change
much, but I did decide to
take out the amounts for
the spices. I’d recommend
just giving a good sprin-
kling of each. If you’re
nervous and want to
measure, I’d say you
should start with about
1/4 teaspoon of each and
then bump it up from
there if you want more
flavor.

Home Fries
Two to four leftover

baked potatoes
1 tablespoon butter or

oil
salt, to taste
pepper, to taste
onion powder, to taste
garlic powder, to taste
paprika, to taste
Preheat the oven to 400

degrees with an oven-safe
skillet already in the oven
(I used my 12-inch cast
iron pan).

Cut your baked pota-
toes into about one-inch
cubes. Remove the skins if
you like (I left them on,
because I love a crispy po-
tato skin).

Once the oven is done
preheating, carefully re-
move your pan and
melt/heat up your butter
or oil and swirl it to coat

the pan.
Add the potatoes, stir

them around a bit to dis-
tribute the butter/oil, and
get them in as much of a
single layer as possible.

Pop them in the oven
for 10 minutes. Remove
and turn the potatoes so
that they evenly brown
and pop them back in the

oven for another 10 min-
utes. (Keep an eye on
them so they don’t over-
brown.)

After the second time in
the oven, if they still need
some browning time, give
them another stir and let
them go another five min-

utes or so at a time until
you’re happy with the
color on them.

Once they’re browned to
your liking, pull them
from the oven and stir in
the spices to your taste
(throw in some cayenne,
too, if you like things
spicy). Let the potatoes
hang out in the pan for
just a moment to let the
heat release some of the
spices’ aroma and then
serve.

We ate these for brunch
over the weekend with
over-easy eggs and hot
coffee. It was a good way
to warm up.

So if you decide to bake
up some potatoes one of
these cold evenings for
dinner, I’d recommend
tossing in a couple extra
for home fries later in the
week.

Just be sure to really
sell your chef skills while
you’re making them. I’d
recommend a poorly done
French accent. It seems to
help.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now,

along with her husband,
Joey Young. She also is a

Bethel College alum.
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Here’s an easy potato recipe you’ll really dig

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Home fries use leftover baked potatoes and are a good side dish for any meal of the day.

Week of winter weather closes school, causes accidents

While the lack of snow
and winter weather made
it seem like Newton
moved south the last few
years, the past week re-
minded residents that it
still gets cold in Kansas. 

Last Thursday, a winter
storm of freezing rain,
sleet and then snow made
the early morning com-
mute difficult and some-
times dangerous for
Newton residents.

Harvey County emer-
gency dispatch estimated
more than a dozen slide
offs were reported.

A jack-knifed semi
trailer closed First St.
near Harvest Hill Road
east of Newton. Slide offs
and accidents occurred
both on U.S. Highway 50
and I-135.

Residents commuting to
Wichita reported icy and
treacherous conditions
along I-135.

Then, on Monday, more
snow fell—this time ac-
companied with bitter
cold temperatures and
wind.

Temperatures dropped

to -2 in the city, and blow-
ing wind made it feel -15
degrees or colder. The
weather prompted New-
ton and surrounding
school districts to cancel
the day for Tuesday.

The area felt a warm up
on Wednesday, and tem-
perature highs are fore-
casted to be in the 40s
and 50s throughout the
following week.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Snow blankets the ground on Monday afternoon as seen from a
Health Ministries Clinic window at 215 S. Pine St. Below: Snow kisses
this handicapped-parking sign in Newton.



Not a lot of city clerks
have been around when a
water tower was built in
their towns. However,
North Newton City Clerk
Pat Redding is the excep-
tion to that.

The North Newton
tower, which holds
300,000 gallons, was con-
structed several years
ago, and Redding has
been in her position with
North Newton for five
and a half years.

“We're pretty proud of
that tower,” Redding said,
adding the vendor that
built the tower had a na-
tionwide contest, and the
North Newton tower
made it into the calendar.

The North Newton
tower competed against
220 other water towers.

Other things North
Newton has done while
Redding has been there
include the waterline and
sewer pipeline, she said,
adding she's learned a lot
more about those than
she ever thought she
would.

“It really was quite fas-
cinating,” she said, sitting
in the North Newton city
office’s conference room.

Redding has a number
of responsibilities.

“I do all the finances,
accounts payable,” she
said, adding she also
works on the budget with
City Administrator John
Torline, manages bonds,
does paperwork to apply
for Kansas Department of
Health and Environment
loans, as Torline wrote a
recent grant and Redding
said there's a great deal
of paperwork she does af-
terward, and does human
resources.

In addition, she's a
Kansas Public Employees
Retirement System
agent, takes minutes dur-
ing North Newton City
Council meetings, works
with City Attorney Greg
Nye on ordinances and
handles getting public
documents to people.

Redding said she and
Torline work well to-
gether, as her role is to
be in the background,

which she prefers, and
Torline is the face of
North Newton. 

She said they have a
great working relation-
ship.

“I feel like we work
well together,” Redding
said.

Redding enjoys her job.
“I really like the vari-

ety,” she said. “The peo-
ple here are great to work
with.”

With her previous jobs,
Redding said she hadn't
worked with numbers
very much, like she does
as city clerk.

“I find that really fun,”
she said. “I've enjoyed it.”

One aspect Redding
likes is the support she
gets from a city clerks as-
sociation.

“We can e-mail each
other, so we don't have to
reinvent the wheel,” she
said, meaning they can
call upon each other's ex-
perience to see how some-
one else did something in
similar situations.

That association has a
conference every year in
the spring, and then in
the fall, there's an insti-
tute for city clerks. After
attending for four years,
they can graduate and

become a certified munic-
ipal clerk.

“It's an international
recognition,” Redding
said.

Although Redding has
enjoyed her job and co-
workers, there have been
some challenges.

“I had never been in
city government before,
so just trying to under-
stand—there's certain
lingo,” she said.

She needed to learn
how city government
works, since she had al-
ways worked for for-
profit businesses before.

“I had no idea what a
bond issue was, but that's
fascinating to me,” she
said. “I like learning new
stuff like that.”

One new thing Redding
learned while working
there was with Jake Go-
ering, 99, of North New-
ton. One time, Goering
came into the city offices
to see Torline, and Red-
ding told Goering she
liked him already. He
wanted to know why. She
said it was because of his
last name, telling him
her maiden name was
Goering. So they played
the Mennonite Game,
which is when people talk

about other Mennonites
to see how they're re-
lated, and found Goering
is Redding's dad's first
cousin. She made that
connection with him, and
he used to visit her when
she first started her job
there to help her feel
more comfortable.

Although Redding
deals with bond issues,
water lines and the water
tower, it's not all serious-
ness. She has lighter mo-
ments on the job, as well.
For instance, during one
April Fool's Day, she and
Assistant City Clerk
Cindy Hiebert, who also
is utility clerk and court
clerk, had the local donut
shop make donuts that
usually get filling put in
them, only they asked the
donut shop to not put fill-
ing in them. They decided
they wanted to have
some fun with city staff,
so they filled the donuts
themselves with mayon-
naise. 

“Everyone partook, and
we just busted up laugh-
ing,” Redding said. “They
ate ’em. Some of ’em ate
the whole thing. We told
’em later.

Also, some of the folks
said they thought the

donuts tasted funny.
“It's really a good place

to work,” Redding said. “I
enjoy the people and the
atmosphere, and the
building is very nice, too.”

In addition to helping
her play this joke,
Hiebert was quite helpful
when Redding started
working for North New-
ton.

“She was a Godsend
when I started here,”
Redding said.
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“Bump” up your rate once 
with this special certificate.  

Visit hcu.coop/bump.

BUMP CERTIFICATE RATES AS HIGH AS

2.22%
APY*

Bump Up
Your Savings

TM

Hutchinson | Haven | Newton | Wichita | 800.428.8472 | www.hcu.coop/bump

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA. Limited time offer, membership required, *Annual percentage Yield (APY), penalty for 

Visit www.hcu.coop/bump 
or call 800.428.8472 to open 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

pp
 

  

 

 t

wen | Nevan | HosnihctuH

timi. LAUCY ND BERUSNY ILLYLAREDEF

t piiisiVV bb//h opoc.uch.www
o o2 t748.824.00l 8lar co

 

  

 

 b

2 | 748.8240.0a | 8tihcin | Wotw w

l paunnA, *deriuqep rihsrebme, mreffe omid tet

ppbum
n epo o

 

  

 

 TM

ppbump/pooc.uch.www

roy ftlane, p)YPAd (leie Ygatnecrel p

Enjoying her job: Redding learns about city government
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
North Newton City Clerk Pat Redding, right, recently talks to North Newton Assistant City Clerk Cindy Hiebert
in the North Newton City Offices. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
North Newton City Clerk Pat Redding holds up a plaque she received
after graduating from The Municipal Clerks Certification Institute, Nov.
5, 2015, at Wichita State University.

Free vaccines
available before
flu season peaks

Residents might be able
to get a flu vaccine a bit
cheaper during this flu
season through the Har-
vey County Health De-
partment. 

According to a press re-
lease, the Kansas Depart-
ment of Health and
Environment will provide
free flu vaccines to coun-
ties throughout the state
in hopes of combating an
expected spike in in-
fluenza in February. 

If you go to the health
department, you can get
the shot for free. How-
ever, you will pay a $20
sliding administrative fee
to the Harvey County
Health Department for
the vaccine based on your

income. Insurance can be
filed for the fee for those
eligible.

“We’re glad to bring this
free vaccine to the
county,” said Lynnette
Redington, Harvey
County Health Depart-
ment director. “Be sure to
tell your friends, so we
can be a healthier Harvey
County.”

The KDHE urged peo-
ple to get vaccinated to
protect themselves and
their family members
from the flu. 

Additionally, the health
department announced
this past week that it re-
ceived free Tdap (tetanus,
diphtheria and pertussis)
vaccinations from the
KDHE for anyone around
a child who is up to 12
months old.

The Harvey County
Health Department is

open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday,
and until 6 p.m. on Tues-
days. Walk-in appoint-
ments are welcome on
Fridays. To schedule an
appointment, call 316-
283-1637 or 800-414-4244
or visit their offices at 215
S. Pine Street in Newton.

Circles of Hope fundraiser
coming up 

Circles of Hope will
hold a “Souper Bowl” soup
supper and dessert auc-
tion, starting at 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 30, at First
Methodist Church at 801
N. Main St. 

At 6:15 p.m., the
dessert auction will begin,
conducted by Mike and
Debbie Flavin. There will
music performed by the
Newton Ukulele Tunes
Society.

Pork chili fundraiser
to take place Jan. 20

at Our Lady
of Guadalupe 

A pork chili supper
fundraiser and silent auc-
tion will be held from 1
p.m. until food is gone
Saturday, Jan. 20, at Our
Lady of Guadalupe. 

Cost is $9 for a large
plate and $6 for a small
plate and includes pork
chili, rice, beans, drink
and dessert. 

Pre-order burritos by
the dozen are $36 to pick
up hot during the event.
Text or call Tanee at 316-
284-1321, CC at 316-249-
8086 or Cindy at
316-227-0025 to place a
burrito order.

—For Newton Now

NEWS BRIEFS
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Thaws shed light on opportunities, prejudice in Newton

JoAnne Thaw talked
about when she and her
husband Jack moved to
Newton many years ago
and the prejudice they
were faced with, although
she said they've had more
positive than negative ex-
periences during their
decades in Newton.

Thaw spoke during the
Monday afternoon history
walk, which was organ-
ized by the Newton Com-
munity for Racial Justice,
and highlighted the New-
ton history of the African-
American and
Mexican-American com-
munities.

“I'm not from Newton,
but I've been here for 46
years,” Thaw said. “I mar-
ried into the Thaw fam-
ily.”

She said Jack had told
her about segregation in
Newton before they moved
here, and Thaw said she
has chosen to be positive
instead of negative.

“I would be remiss if I
said everything worked
out well and we didn't
have any prejudice,” she
added.

She said she and Jack
came to Newton to get
married, and she went by
herself to rent a place.
The people from whom
she wanted to rent were
quite cordial. However,
Thaw said she later re-
turned with her brother-
in-law.

“I thought the lady was
going to faint,” Thaw said,
adding that was her first
experience with prejudice,
at least in Newton.

The lady was not suc-
cessful in deterring Thaw
from renting the place,
and Thaw said she was
determined and that they
lived there with no inci-
dent.

During the years, the
Thaws became a sports
dynasty in the area, with
Jack coaching wrestling
and Thaw coaching gym-
nastics. Their coaching ef-
forts have paid off, as
there have been successes

during the years. They've
also run their own gym in
Newton.

Jack grew up in New-
ton, and Thaw said he
qualified for the Olympics
in 1972 and 1976. The
Thaw couple, along with
their son, Justin Thaw,
spoke during the third leg
of the tour on Monday,
which started at the New-
ton Recreation Center,
went on to the Carriage
Factory Gallery and then
ended at the Fox The-
atre/The Gathering. 

Jack said E.D. Nixon
was the founder of the
civil rights movement and
that people should be cele-
brating Nixon instead of
Martin Luther King Jr. on
the special, annual holi-
day. Jack also handed out
information sheets to folks
on “The March Toward
Racial Justice Under
Law” during the tour.

Jack talked about his
experiences with sports

and prejudice in Newton,
saying he was held back
in the first grade since
most black children in
Newton were held back.
He said he was nervous
about telling his parents
as he walked home from
school.

“That was the longest
walk home I could imag-
ine,” he said.

Then, he handed his
card where it was written
he was going to be held
back to his mom when he
got home.

“She said, 'That's OK.
You'll do OK,'” Jack said.
“My father was a trash
man, but when I was 10
years old, he went out and
got me 22 lawn jobs.”

His dad showed him
how to edge, and Jack
went about his work,
tying the lawn mower to
his bike to get from place
to place. Jack was able to
pay off the lawn mower, a
Briggs & Stratton, which

is the only kind he'll buy
now.

Jack said his dad ended
up putting away a portion
of the money he earned.

“At the end of it, he
ended up giving me all
that money back to use
the rest of the year,” Jack
said.

Later, Jack secured a
job working on a pipeline
in his younger days, when
he spent 31 days, 15
hours a day straight
working.

“I remember Bobby
Kennedy getting shot, and
they were laughing about
it, and I said, 'No, don't go
there,'” Jack said.

He went to work for the
grain elevator and then
saw he might have a shot
at working for the rail-
road. He wasn't hired be-
cause the man doing the
hiring was prejudiced.
Jack wrestled in college,
which is where he met his
wife.

Jack said he was the
only black teacher in the
Newton school district for
29 years.

“I just want to say after
42 years of teaching, it
was pretty good,” Jack
told the small audience,
who braved frigid temper-
atures for the event. “I en-
joyed myself. Newton

hasn't changed. They still
don't have any black
teachers that I know of.
The best thing you can do
is be a good role model for
your kids.”

Thaw said their son has
a positive view of Newton
High School, and one way
to fight prejudice is
through education, so
they made sure their chil-
dren got an education.
One way to do that was
through sports. Justin is a
college graduate and
works at St. Francis Com-
munity Services.

“First and foremost, I
give credit to my parents,”
Justin said. “They've gone
through more than I've
gone through.”

Justin was an athlete
at NHS, and one of the
sports in which he took
part was wrestling. He
said out of all the sports
he took part in, wrestling
taught him the most.

“Wrestling is just you
have to work so hard,” he
said, adding you're out
there on the mats alone
and that he's grateful for
the opportunities at NHS.
“I thank everybody who
had an impact on that.”

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Justin Thaw, left, and Steve Richards, USD 373 Board of Education member, shake hands following
the Thaws’ presentation Monday afternoon at the Fox Theatre in Newton. Below: Audience members ap-
plaud.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Jack Thaw, right, speaks during the history walking tour Monday after-
noon at the Historic Fox Theatre in Newton. At left is his wife, JoAnne
Thaw, who also spoke.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com



Lecture promises to be
bird friendly

on Jan. 30 in Hesston
HESSTON—At 6:30

p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 30, in
Hesston, the Dyck Ar-
boretum of the Plains will
begin its 2018 Winter
Lecture Series with Jeff
Hansen of Topeka, speak-
ing about "Creating Bird-
Friendly Habitat."

To survive and prosper,
birds require food, water,
shelter, and nesting sites.
By providing all four, gar-
deners can attract birds
to the landscape. Jeff
Hansen is a knowledge-
able enthusiast of the
natural world, and after
going native with the
landscaping of his subur-
ban Topeka home, Jeff
has documented more
than 100 bird species on
his property. 

The lecture will take
place in the Prairie Pavil-
ion, with a soup supper
preceding it at 6 p.m. in
the Visitor's Center. The
cost of the lecture is $5
per person, or supper and
the lecture is $10. Inter-
ested persons should call
620-327-8127 by 4 p.m.
on Friday before the
Tuesday lecture for sup-
per reservations.

The Winter Lecture Se-
ries will continue on
Tuesday, Feb. 27, with
Bethel College President
Dr. Jon Gering speaking
about "Insect Diversity in
Grassland Habitats" and
will conclude on Tuesday,
March 27, with Curtis
Schmidt presenting on
"Bats of Kansas."

Meeting set for Informed
Women of Harvey County

Informed Women of
Harvey County will meet
at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan.
18, at Trinity Heights
United Methodist Church
at 12th and Boyd (across
from Newton High
School). Guest speaker
will be Jan Jones from the
Safe House discussing do-
mestic violence and what
the Safe House provides
for victims.

O’Brien, Moore
to perform in Hesston
At 4 p.m. Sunday, Jan.

28, Dyck Arboretum of the
Plains Prairie Window
Concert Series (PWCS)
will continue its 2017-18
season with Mollie
O'Brien and Rich Moore.
The concert will take place
in the Prairie Pavilion at
the Arboretum overlook-
ing the lake. 

Tickets are by reserva-
tion by calling (620) 327-
8127. 

—For Newton Now

A well-known account-
ing firm has changed
hands in Newton. 

On the first of the year,
Steely and Schimming
LLC was sold to Malinda
Johnson of Wichita. 

David Schimming and
Allen Steely, long time
owners of the firm, lo-
cated in the Savings and
Loan building, 500 Main
St., were ready to retire
and contacted a broker to

sell the firm. Johnson saw
the firm was up for sale
and purchased it.

“Our work was very
similar,” Johnson said. “I
grew up in Moundridge,
so I'm pretty familiar
with Newton. I have fam-
ily there and like the
town. The choice was
about having a small
town feel.”

Johnson owns and oper-
ates M.J. Accounting
services LLC, which she
opened in 2011.

Johnson said, outside of
the name change, every-
thing should stay the
same at the office, includ-
ing the staff. 

Johnson said she and

staff plan on hosting an
open house at the location
for clients so they can
talk over the change in
ownership and feel com-
fortable with her. 

Shortly before Christ-
mas, President Donald
Trump signed a new tax
reform bill into law.
Since its adoption into
law, there has been a na-
tional conversation on
the impact the tax plan
will have on Americans.
Most of the changes in
the law go in effect Jan.
20.

A number of area tax
professionals, Kirk
Stucky, owner of Kirk
Stucky CPA in
Moundridge, and Bruce
Claassen, a member of
White and Claassen LLC,
were asked for their in-
sights on how the new
tax bill will affect area
residents. 

What are the most
significant portions of
the tax bill for house-
holds? 

Stucky: “Tax rates de-
creased, standard deduc-
tions almost doubled,
personal exemptions
eliminated, child tax
credit doubled.”

What are “standard
deductions,” and how
will they change? 

Stucky: “The standard
deduction was raised
from $12,600 married fil-
ing jointly to $24,000.
Single went from $6350
to $12,000. Combine that
with the some itemized
deduction changes, and
you have quite a few tax-

payers who will no longer
itemize on Schedule A.”

What does the reduc-
tion of the number of
tax brackets mean for
most residents? 

Claassen: “The number
of brackets won’t de-
crease under the new
law, but the brackets
themselves will change.
With the exception of the
lowest one, each bracket’s
tax rate will drop any-
where from zero to four
percent, but the income
at which you hit each
bracket will increase. So,
if a family was in the 25-
percent bracket in 2017,
they hit that bracket once
their income exceeded
$75,900. Under the new
law, they’ll be in the 22-
percent tax bracket, but
only once their income
exceeds $77,400. So, peo-
ple will benefit both
ways—their rate goes
down, and more of their
income will be taxed at
the lower rates.”

Will there be signifi-
cant changes for item-
ized deductions?  

Claassen: “In the past,
if your income was over
roughly $300,000 (if mar-
ried), your total itemized
deductions were limited,
and now that limitation
has been removed.

“The elimination of the
un-reimbursed employee
expense deduction may
be an opportunity for peo-
ple who normally take
advantage of this to rene-
gotiate with their em-

ployer to possibly reduce
their salary but provide
for reimbursement of
these expenses. This
arrangement could be a
win-win, as it helps the
employee, and the em-
ployer pays less in em-
ployment taxes.

“The biggest impact on
itemized deductions
might be the fact that the
standard deduction has
been increased so much.
That will put many peo-
ple in a position where
they don’t have enough
deductions to itemize. 

“Since the personal ex-
emption deduction is
eliminated, some people
could see their total de-
ductions decrease with
the new law. 

“One tax strategy is to
‘bunch’ deductions into
every other year. This
way, every other year,
you may be able to item-
ize, and the off year you
would take the standard
deduction.

“There was a flurry of
activity during the last
few days of 2017, where
people were paying their
May property tax pay-
ment early and maybe
paying their next year’s
donations before year-
end.”

With many retirees
in the area, what im-
pact will the new plan
have on investment in-
come? 

Stucky: “Not much im-
pact on investment in-
come for most, however
those investment adviser

fees are no longer de-
ductible. 

“One other notable
item—the estate tax ex-
emption was doubled to
nearly $11.2 million
($22.4 million for married
couples) for deaths occur-
ring in 2018.”

Will companies pay
less in corporate
taxes? 

Stucky: “Corporate tax
rate was changed to a flat
21 percent. So corpora-
tions with taxable income
above roughly $90,000
will pay less tax.”

Claassen: “Corpora-
tions lost their 15 percent
lowest tax bracket when
they made all income
subject to a flat 21 per-
cent. Small corporations
with a relatively low in-
come may pay more
taxes, but larger corpora-
tions will undoubtedly
pay less tax.”

Will there still be tax
“loopholes” and deduc-
tions available for
local businesses? What
are some of those de-
ductions? 

Claassen: “The biggest
benefit corporations will
see beyond the flat tax
rate is the generous pro-
visions for expensing
asset purchases that they
had to depreciate over a
number of years in the
past. There are a
plethora of other busi-
ness changes (this bill
was definitely pro-busi-
ness) that will affect
some businesses more

than others.”
What impact will

this new plan have on
“pass-through” busi-
nesses? Could you
please define a pass-
through business? 

Claassen: “In a normal
corporation (non pass-
through), income is taxed
at the business level, and
then again when the
owner’s distribute the
profits (double-taxation).

“Many pass-through
entities will be eligible
for the new 20-percent
deduction, although it’s
pretty complicated to de-
termine the actual deduc-
tion. Pass-through
businesses will also bene-
fit from the asset expens-
ing provisions mentioned
above. The 20-percent de-
duction is unique to these
types of business enti-
ties.”
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ACROSS
1. Got ready for a close up
6. Cookbook abbr.
10. *Super Bowl number
_____
13. Flow-controlling device
14. Like pulling teeth
15. *Tight one?
16. Do like ivy
17. Half human, half cobra
in Hinduism
18. Ring like a bell
19. Flying north in fall, e.g.
21. High school breakout
22. Distress signal
23. Choice word
25. One who increases
bid
29. One of "12 Angry
Men"
31. Kick out
32. Extinct flightless birds
34. Tony on a cereal box
38. Of short duration
40. *Extra point
41. Blood vessel
42. Drawing support
43. Life saver
45. ____ ____ ____, pre-
cisely
46. Minimal in magnitude
48. Mortar and ____
50. "____, ____!" said
Piglet
53. Winter blues, acr.
54. Getting warm
55. *Only undefeated NFL
team
60. Marchers in a kids'
song
61. Albany-Buffalo canal
62. Royal topper
65. *"The ____ Bowl" in
1967
66. Actress Campbell
67. Happen
68. Communist color
69. Three-____ sloth
70. Button on electrical
outlet

DOWN
1. Pipe material
2. Crew propeller
3. Multitude
4. Never without "n"
5. Remove from a throne
6. Grabbing tool
7. Fine, in Scotland
8. It's a long story
9. *One of 11 on field
10. River-dwelling phle-
botomist
11. Absurd
12. Lazybones
18. *Team with most
Super Bowl appearances
20. "Cheers" regular
24. Itty-bitty bit
25. Sonia Sotomayor's
garb
26. Heavenly glow
27. a.k.a. The Islamic
State
28. *Team with most
Super Bowl wins
29. *Justin's "Wardrobe
Malfunction" partner
30. Drug abuser
33. Sounds of amazement
35. Little cave
36. Et alibi
37. Birth ____ or mortality
____
39. Pestilence pest
44. Moonfish
47. Impassioned
49. Author's co-worker
50. Broadcast in progress
51. From this time
52. Old hat
53. r in d = rt
56. Sandwich cookie
57. *Like Super Bowl
broadcast
58. Cote d'Azur locale
59. Pouches
63. Poe's Morgue
64. *Former Ravens
owner or HOFer Donovan

THEME: SUPER BOWL

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Tax Planning & Preparation
Electronic Filing

Financial Statements
Auditing Services
Estate Planning & 
Trust Accounting

Bookkeeping � Payroll

301 North Main, Suite 110
Newton, KS  67114-3459

Area accountants answer tax questions
BY JACKIE NELSON

HESSTON RECORD

Steely and Schimming under new ownership
NEWTON NOW STAFF

NEWS BRIEFS
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Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

There are benefits to
changing 40-acre rule

Good governance or compromise often leaves both
groups wanting something a bit better. 

In our opinion, that's what a proposed revision to
Harvey County's 40-acre rule would do. 

We're writing about the change and chose to fea-
ture it on the front page last week because the rule
has been influential in county development, and the
change represents a strong step forward. It should
remove a headache for people moving to the county,
help keep some people in the county and serve to
grow Harvey County's tax base.

Decades ago, in hopes of limiting urban sprawl and
the loss of agricultural land, Harvey County, along
with many other counties throughout the state,
adopted zoning that set the minimum residential lot
size in the country at 40 acres or a “quarter of a
quarter” section.

On a square mile, that law meant, at most, there
could be 16 houses. 

The rule worked. It limited development in rural
areas, keeping them largely agricultural. It also kept
housing starts or new properties low. 

There are benefits to such a rule. Less rural devel-
opment keeps more people in the cities and means
the sheriff's department needs fewer resources to
cover those people. It decreases wear on the roads
townships and the county maintain. It helps control
land prices. 

However, the rule limited the county in a number
of ways.

For young people without a bunch of money, it
meant that they couldn't build a new house in rural
areas. It's hard to afford 40 acres. 

There are also regulations which prevent the is-
suances of mortgages for houses that sit on that
much land, as the land's value often exceeds more
than 25 percent of the overall mortgage. 

The rule also limited the growth of population and
tax base in the county. 

Ag land is taxed on use value, something that gen-
erates far less revenue than how a residential prop-
erty would be taxed. As a result, rural parts of school
districts in places like Sedgwick County, which does
not have the 40-acre rule, generate more income
than their Harvey County counterparts. Visit the
Renwick School District (Andale, Colwich, St. Marks,
and Garden Plain) in Sedgwick County for an exam-
ple of this. 

The rule also created a proliferation of non-compli-
ant properties in the county. 

To meet mortgage requirements, home builders
would split their property up, parceling a home into
a smaller acreage.

Others would split their home into a smaller parcel
and simply sell off the excess acres.

In both cases, as houses sat on areas of land
smaller than 40 acres, the house would become non-
compliant. The county could not permit any work on
the property, whether it be to build a shed, work on
the house or rebuild following a storm or fire. 

Realtors also didn't care for the rule, as it limited
the amount of perspective clients and sales outside of
the cities. 

So the county and zoning and planning looked for a
solution. Instead of repealing the rule and allowing
houses and plots to pop up all over the county, taxing
services and changing the existing order, they made
a small change. 

A 40-acre plot could be subdivided once into a
smaller plot to allow a house to be built. If, at the
time of the rule change, there's already a house on 40
acres, that lot would still be allowed one division. 

Such a change means a farm kid wanting to live or
buy a piece of their folks’ land could do so to build a
house. It means a family with some money wanting
to move into the country in Harvey County could do
so without buying 40 acres. It means many non-com-
plaint properties become compliant.

The rule change won't drastically increase rural
population, but it will help keep rural areas—with
aging demographics—populated. It should bring in
some additional funds to the county and hopefully
keep our population from shrinking. Perhaps it will
even grow it a bit. 

Some have concerns that changing the rule might
make for an exodus out of Harvey County cities as
people look for lower taxes in the country. However,
available homes to buy are at record lows in the City
of Newton. We think a lot of the homes that would
empty out would quickly be filled. Usually, people
need to sell a house before they have enough money
to build another one. City living still offers advan-
tages for additional taxes as well such as paved
roads, easy access to school and work, more robust
law enforcement protection and general convenience. 

All in all, the some wanting to build more houses
rurally would like to see the whole 40-acre rule abol-
ished. Others, wanting to limit the sprawl, would
want to keep it in place. This change splits the differ-
ence. 

The only thing we'd suggest in the final rural zon-
ing change is a requirement that the house con-
structed either has access to rural water or a potable
drinking well. Water quality in rural parts of the
county has been a problem, and such a requirement
would be a nice piece of oversight to make sure peo-
ple are safe and healthy and not drinking gallons of
nitrates. 

We anticipate the change to pass the county plan-
ning and zoning board and would like to see the
county commission approve it. It's the kind of good
work we expect and wish to keep highlighting.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

Cruelty now passes for policy
Itry to avoid writing about our

president on a regular basis, as
my continued anger would get

exhausting for both me and read-
ers, I think. However, a recent ex-
ecutive order by our president sent
me into a fit of histrionics. 

President Trump made an exec-
utive order that will allow states
to require people to be employed
before receiving Medicaid. Not
welfare. Medicaid. It's a move to
limit healthcare to the poorest peo-
ple in the country in order for
what? To save money for $1.4 tril-
lion more tax cuts to the wealthy?
It simply baffles me on a financial
and moral level. 

According to government num-
bers, as of 2015, 64.9 million
Americans are on Medicaid. 

Of those 65 million, 29 million or
44 percent are children. Fifteen
percent or 9.8 million are either
blind or disabled. Eight percent
are over 65.

In total, 30 percent of the popu-
lation on Medicaid were working-
aged adults with no disabilities. 

In Kansas, that number is
lower. Former Medicaid Director
Scott C. Brunner estimated about
10 percent of Kansas Medicaid en-
rollees were healthy adults in
2014. 

In our state, to qualify for Medi-
caid, you must either have disabil-
ities, be elderly or have children.
Childless adults do not qualify in
the state program, which serves
roughly 420,000 people. 

For a family to receive Medicaid,
they have to make 38 percent of
the poverty level. That's about
$9,000 annually for a family of
four. Younger children have more
access to the program in their

early years.
The Medicaid program is specifi-

cally set up to serve low-income
parents, the disabled and the eld-
erly. 

With the new presidential
order, states will be able to re-
quire all such Medicaid recipients
work to receive federal dollars. 

It wouldn't seem like Kansas,
worried about losing more hospi-
tals, would go for it. However this
was the state that turned away
billions of dollars not expanding
the Medicaid system with the Af-
fordable Care Act. 

Here's the deal: a ton of people
aren't on Medicaid simply because
they somehow have decided that
not working and bitter poverty is
the way to go. They're on Medicaid
because they're unable to work in
their current situation. Forcing all
people on Medicaid to work would
likely push a lot of people out of
the program due to their incomes,
leaving them making half of the
poverty rate but still with no ac-
cess to health care. 

If you kick even more of the peo-
ple of Medicaid, we're going to see
more hospitals uncompensated
with federal tax dollars and, in

turn, closing. That hurts more
than just the poor but an entire
community. 

Hospitals have closed in
Kansas, in part from the lack of
Medicaid expansion that other
states have experienced. Thou-
sands of Kansans were left too
poor for the Affordable Care Act
and making too much to qualify
for Medicaid. So they got neither. 

That decision has put a strain
on our hospitals. A decision to
then put in further requirements
to limit access to Medicaid would
only exacerbate the problem. 

When you're poor and sick with
no health care access, you have
two choices. Get treatment. Let it
get worse. 

If you get treatment and you
can't pay the hospital, it's the hos-
pital's loss.

If you let the condition go, you
either die without proper treat-
ment, just like all those people in
developing countries we don't care
about, or you later get treatment
costing far more than if you had
not delayed.

Again, the hospitals have to
swallow the bill for people using
an emergency room for basic care
instead of going to a doctor. 

Despite the President’s order,
the state should not limit Medi-
caid access.

Limiting Medicaid will hurt
community health access, keep
more people sick and lead to more
poverty and more people suffer-
ing.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at 316-281-7899 or
adam@harveycountynow.com.

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

Dealing with loss and grief is a process
How do you start talking

about grief? How does one
say that sadness is a beau-

tiful part of life but a pain that
cannot be expressed? How do we
get through it? Will an end ever
come?

Grief is something we experi-
ence across the curvature of life.
From beginning to end, there are
events that cause us to feel an
emotional pain nearing a physical
one. Even our birth is a traumatic
experience. Though some deaths
are peaceful, many people are
shocked by the awareness of their
mortality. In between, we grieve
for the death of our dearest, the
loss of relationships, and empa-
thetic grief for others’ pain.

Most people say there are five
stages of grief. As I have recently
lost a close relationship, I think
I’m the authority on the topic of
grief. If you don’t like my over-
wrought millennial opinions, well
you probably wouldn’t have read
this far anyway.

Stage one: Denial. All stages of
grief are necessary, and there is no
need to feel ashamed for being in
denial for longer than most. I
know that I held on to a cycle of
pain for too long, refusing to be-
lieve the reality that it would sim-
ply keep spinning. Denial has
lasted too long when it leads to ex-
tensive maladaptive behaviors. If
treatment is being refused, secrets
are being kept from our concerned
friends or participation in some so-
cial grieving (like a potluck or me-
morial service), it may be time to
reach out and process events. The
true healing occurs when positive
behaviors are embraced. Taking
time out for a walk or to get coffee
with a friend and not worrying
about vulnerability can move one
to the next stage of mourning.

Stage two: Anger. God is forgiv-
ing. I don’t think there are many
belief systems in which grief is an
unacceptable experience. Shaking
a fist at the sky, the ocean, or the

mountains will probably not anger
a God who’s been around for any
length of time. Even most people
have seen all of humanity’s pain
and the violent reactions to it. In
my own pain, I struck out at peo-
ple who had absolutely no role in
my inner turmoil. Even the small-
est criticism sent me into a vile
mood. To maintain perspective, ex-
tended anger can be like drinking
poison and expecting God or others
to die. Maintaining even tentative
relationships can lead to further
peace.

Stage three: Bargaining. Some-
times even fresh baked bread or
brownies cannot heal a broken re-
lationship. I’ve tried, and I never
got my nice Pyrex back! Some-
times the effort has to be made
just to know that one’s best at-
tempts were given. Even the lack
of success can lead to healing.
There’s a distinct point of change,
and even an awareness of its firm-
ness can help us compensate for
an absence.

Stage four: Depression. Smoking
will not relieve the pain. Neither
will alcohol. Refusing to socialize
for a while will not be the end of
the world, but extended avoidance
will only deepen the sense of
aloneness. I would cook all night
long sometimes and completely
abandon sleep. Making food for
everyone else kept me busy when I
was alone with my thoughts. Yet
in no way was it fulfilling my need
to be seen as “good person” with

“great coping skills.” I needed a
healthier outlet. Seeking help,
both casual and professional, dur-
ing a time of grief can help with
poor coping mechanisms or even
provide support that is missing in
other areas.

Stage five: Acceptance. Accept-
ance does not mean that the pain
comes to an abrupt and permanent
end. Once acceptance has been
achieved, a satisfying peace can
accompany the pain. Now is the
time to cry happy/sad tears. For
myself, I finally realized that I was
not the only one hurting. My fam-
ily and friends had been torn over
the months; how much should we
say or do? I even realized that de-
spite all the pain that had been in-
flicted, he was mourning, too. I
could finally feel empathy and look
up at the world around me.

Sometimes acceptance is an un-
derstanding of the personal
growth that has been achieved.
This may be the true beauty of
grief and pain. None of us would
be capable and adjusted without
some measure of unhappy experi-
ences. There are also levels of pain
that can be so scarring that per-
sonal development and happiness
seem beyond reach. The resilience
of the human mind always sur-
prises me. 

Grief is not bigger than our ca-
pabilities. The beauty is there. We
grow closer together and achieve
so much. I don’t like to lecture, but
I think this is time to encourage
each other.

Lila Tibbets is a rural Harvey
County native.

TIBBETS’ TIDBITS

LILA TIBBETS Acceptance does
not mean that the
pain comes to an
abrupt and 
permanent end.
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Ever since I became a house-
wife, I have striven to keep
a neat and tidy home. I’m a

firm believer that everything has a
place and that it should be kept
there when it’s not being used.

The older I get, the more severe
my OCD gets, but having to live in
a construction war zone has forced
me to throw that OCD out the win-
dow. I can’t tell you how many
times I have to give myself a little
pep talk just to calm my nerves
down and say, “This is just my life
right now!”

When we first moved into our
22-mile home, I would try to be
like a little invisible cleaning fairy
that would swoop in behind my
husband and clean up the messes
that each project would ensue. All
too quickly, I learned that my
striving was all for nothing and
that I needed to learn to let go a
little and realize that a little bit of
dust is OK.

And, oh, you should just see my
house now that I’ve found this new
freedom of mine! My floors have by
far taken the worst hit.

Now that my handy man has
shifted all of his focus into our
kitchen and building the cabinets,
there is sawdust anywhere and
everywhere that the eye can see.
My first reaction is to sweep, but
five minutes later, it will be right
back to the way it was.

I always walk around our house
in my bare feet and developed feet
of steel, but I have met my match
with our cabinet’s little wooden
shavings. I had to do a minor sur-
gery on the bottom of my feet to
remove all of the splinters and
sadly wear shoes inside now wher-
ever I go, but this is just my life
right now.

I think if I found a genie in a
bottle and he told me that I only

had one wish, I’d probably ask for
my kitchen countertops to be done.
Currently, they are not-so-pretty
pieces of recycled roof sheeting,
with staples and tar paper still in-
tact, just to add to the charm of it
all. As I’ve had more-than-gener-
ous family and friends volunteer
their time to come and help out at
the house, I make it my personal
mission to at least repay them
with a home cooked meal, or
three…if they are willing to stay
that long. 

As much as I love to cook, meal
prep can turn into an exhausting
relay of having to wash and re-
wash my dear bamboo cutting
board.

As if working to make a meal on
a recycled house roof isn’t enough,
once the meal is ready I then have
to figure out where the heck we
are even going to eat the meal I
just made. My husband’s grandma
just recently gifted to us three
card tables and folding chairs, and
they have seriously been a God-
send.

At each meal, I hustle to get the
least-dusty table from my stash
and set up a place to eat smack in
the middle of the kitchen. It’s al-
ways a tight and cozy fit, with all
of my workers squeezed around
the table, but everyone is always
so gracious. I start to apologize for

the seating situation—but they al-
ready know—this is just my life
right now!

My handy man and I are still
camping out in what I have
deemed our little “studio apart-
ment” that we have blocked off for
ourselves in an effort to have one
aspect of our home feel a little nor-
mal. This bedroom that we are
staying in was the house’s original
master bedroom. My original plan
in creating our studio apartment
was for it to be a little retreat
space that we could run away to
and hide from the chaos of the con-
struction. I even started to deco-
rate and make it feel a little
homier.

But somehow the construction
followed us when we’d sneak
away. This room has become as
equally dusty as the rest of the
house, with a small white layer of
dust filmed over everything it
could touch. It’s a good thing that I
even like the color white! 

I kid you not, I will dust off
these end tables, and within an
hour, you can already see a new,
thin layer of dust on the wood.

Breathe in…breathe out…this is
just my life right now!

All jokes and dramatization
aside, every day is a new lesson for
me to be thankful for every season,
even the dusty seasons in life. In
those morning moments when I’m
just walking into work and look
down to see my black pants are
now white from the dust, I want to
choose to be thankful. Even if it
means just being thankful that
this dust won’t be in my house for-
ever!

This is just my life right now!

Courtney Critchfield is the mar-
keting director with the Newton

Area Chamber of Commerce.

Coming to grips with a very dusty reality Guest Editorial
Kobach won't ease up with

selfish quest

As I am sitting here writing a
column, I notice it is -1 de-
gree F outside. It makes me

thankful that I can choose when I
have to work outside.

We often drive by the men and
women who make society function
by working in the background
without notice by the general pub-
lic.

A couple weeks ago there was a
pretty significant water main
break on 1st Street due to a combi-
nation of the dry weather and first
cold snap we had. I drove by sev-
eral times and noticed the crew
working but didn’t give it much
thought after until I was speaking
with another crew on the water de-
partment a few days later.

They said the guys were out
there all night getting that service
fixed and back up for the people
who live in the area. It was about
0 degrees that night as well.

I don’t know if anyone stopped
to say “thank you” to them or came
out with some hot coffee or warm
food for them during the night, but
for what it is worth from a simple
columnist, “Thank you!”

I also appreciate what the street
crews have done during the last
couple little ice/snow events we
have had this year. It is nice to be
able to drive around on our main

roads in the morning with the
roads already slushy instead of a
solid sheet of ice. The guys doing
this on the street crew have to be
up all night sometimes, plowing
snow and spreading salt, so we
don’t go skidding through a stop-
light or, worse, into an oncoming
train!

Thank you for giving up your
night of sleep to help the rest of
us.

I remember seeing a picture a
friend of mine took when he was
deployed to Kosovo of a man sit-
ting on a V shaped plow made of
essentially two bridge planks with
a plank across for a seat hooked
up to a horse. He said that was
their snow plow for the area.

It was about 15 years ago when
he took that picture, and I am sure
it hasn’t progressed much since

then. The people who live in that
area most likely just plan on a
much slower and shut-it lifestyle
when winter comes because of the
lack of services like what we pay
for. We are fortunate to keep our
fast pace of life going all year
round because of good services on
the local and state level.

Police and fire are out there as
well 24 hours a day to help us.
Last week, I was speaking with a
fireman friend of mine; he said he
would much rather work a fire
when it is 100 degrees outside in-
stead of zero, because he can al-
ways take off clothes and douse
himself with water to cool down.

The sub-freezing temps are hard
on the equipment, which can
freeze up. Plus, ice everywhere is a
serious fall hazard. I suppose
when you put on 30 to 40 pounds
of gear and have to run around on
a sheet of ice, it can get pretty
dicey.

My columns usually try to high-
light the waste and excesses of
government but don’t think that I
ever forget the good things that
happen, usually because of the
men and women on the front lines.

Jason Mitchell is a local land-
lord and leader of the Harvey

County Republicans.

We owe a lot of people in the winter some thanks

HOME ON THE CHANGE

COURTNEY CRITCHFIELD

MY VIEWS

JASON MITCHELL

Secretary of State Kris Kobach’s antics grow more
ridiculous by the day.

His tireless quest to prove rampant voter fraud that
doesn’t exist now involves a former Garden City Com-
munity College student.

As a 19-year-old at GCCC, Bailey McCaughey voted
in the 2016 presidential election in Finney County with-
out knowing her mother in Colorado already had sub-
mitted her mail-in ballot.

Voting for the first time in a presidential election
should be a highlight for every American. But it became
a nightmare for McCaughey, who’s now accused of crim-
inal acts.

She’s among the latest targets of a self-serving Re-
publican who’s desperate to uncover and prosecute any-
thing—including a scant few honest mistakes among
voters in Kansas—to power his crusade.

Unfortunately, a Statehouse dominated by ultracon-
servatives in 2015 gave Kobach the ability to prosecute
voter fraud, even though local prosecutors can handle
those rare situations.

The real fraud, meanwhile, is Kobach’s claim of illegal
immigrants flooding to the polls.

Kobach and fellow ultraconservatives used the lie to
push forward impractical restrictions that hindered
many prospective, legal voters.

Low voter turnout often favors candidates on the far
right. Ultraconservative policymakers out to gain an
edge enacted changes, such as an onerous proof-of-citi-
zenship requirement that sidelined thousands of would-
be voters in Kansas.

The assault on voter rights brought a string of legiti-
mate courtroom challenges. President Trump recently
disbanded his useless voter fraud commission, with
Kobach as vice chairman, amid multiple lawsuits after
Kobach asked for personal information on every U.S.
voter.

Undeterred, Kobach—a candidate for governor—
sought more attention by filing criminal charges in
Kansas against McCaughey and Que Fulmer of Syra-
cuse, a property owner in Hamilton County and Col-
orado who apparently also double voted due to his own
misunderstanding.

The goal should be stepped-up education: more infor-
mation for people who move from state to state or own
property in multiple states, for example.

We also need to make the voting process easier, not
harder.

But that wouldn’t serve Kobach’s end game. Rather,
he’s out to do what it takes to rig election results in his
favor—one of many reasons he’s the most unfit of all
candidates running for governor of Kansas.

—The Garden City Telegram

Weigh in
Trump needs to be removed from office

It is time to stop the insanity in the White House. 
Donald Trump, our president, is an egotistical, self-

centered, ignorant, infantile man who has absolutely no
concept of what it takes to be a leader. 

His childish “mine is bigger than yours” attitude
makes the U.S. government the laughing stock of the
world. 

But there is a danger in his bullying other world lead-
ers, especially North Korea's Kim Jong-un, who is as
crazy as Trump. These two men (?) with their play-
ground-esque name calling and insults could very well
bring about a nuclear war. 

The 25th Amendment to the Constitution gives Con-
gress the ability to remove a president from office if they
and the vice president believe him to be incapable of
performing the duties of a president. 

If Special Counsel Mueller cannot find enough evi-
dence to successfully impeach Trump, then Vice Presi-
dent Pence and Congress need to get busy and start
removal proceedings before it is too late for the U.S. And
the world. 

Come on Congress, grow some b----, get rid of Trump,
and start our country on the way to recovery.

Laurie Hartke
Newton 
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Say what?

If there had been no E.D. Nixon to get into the ruts and
gullies and try to do something when it was very 
unpopular, things would not have been accomplished.

Fred Gray

How to run an announcement
To run a wedding, anniversary, birthday or engage-

ment announcement is Newton Now, contact Adam
Strunk at adam@harveycountynow.com.
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the bed drops to 80 percent
of pre-development levels.
Such changes are of con-
cern to farmers throughout
the county who use the
beds to irrigate, as well as
to the people who use the
beds for well water as well
as the other cities, such as
Newton, that rely on the
beds for drinking water. 

A representative from
Wichita plans to speak to
the commission at their
next meeting. Byron
Warta, who helps monitor
water issues for the Harvey
County Commission, sug-
gested to have Tim Boese,
manager of the Equus Beds
Ground Water District
Two, present as well to dis-
cuss any changes. 

In other news:
The county put out an

invitation to bidders for
two new 2018 class A
dump trucks that will
function as snow plows. A
point of discussion was
what type of bed the trucks
should have. It was de-
cided that the trucks
would have a stainless

steel bed, as road treat-
ment materials often eat
away at the truck beds.

Health Department Di-
rector Lynnette Redington
said the health department
has given 11 percent more
flu vaccines this year than
last year. She did not have
information on how wide-
spread the flu currently
was in the county. 

Harvey County Parks
Director Kass Miller re-
ported 4,772 Boy Scouts at-
tended Trappers
Rendezvous at Harvey
County West Park. He said
the biggest challenge at
the event was the cold. 

The county commission
paid its weekly bills for
126,955.16

The county commission
approved a previously dis-
cussed lease agreement
with the City of Newton for
use of property used as
part of the Harvey County
Fairgrounds located South
of Athletic Park. 

County commission held
two executive sessions, one
to discuss matters pro-
tected by attorney-client
privilege and another to
discuss non-elected person-
nel matters.

WATER
From Page 1

Karen D. Lehman, who's a
nurse practitioner and hos-
pitalist at NMC, talked.

“We bounce ideas off each
other all the time,” Lehman
said. “Our minds don't shut
off when we leave work, so
we're always talking about
how we can improve the
health of the county.”

He said there were lots of
models out there regarding
how to help the super
users, and the one they
ended up using was in-
volved tying together all
the resources the area has
to offer.

“The key to the whole
thing was Newton Medical
Center getting involved,”
Lehman said, adding the
fire/EMS department gets
into people's homes every
day and see what their
needs are.

Some of those needs
might include having a
need for Meals on Wheels
or a having a handrail.

The fire/EMS workers
have eyes out in the com-
munity every day, and
Lehman said their biggest
part is referrals and fall
preventions.

“Our goal is to keep peo-
ple in their homes,” he said.
“If they're falling and get
injured and break a hip or
something,” they're looking
at a long hospital stay or
further rehabilitation. “The
older you are, the mortality
rate goes up when you
break a hip.”

Lehman said falls are
their No. 1 call, and pre-
dominantly, it's people 65
and older. Sometimes off-
spring of these folks have
called the department to do
in-home assessments on
their parents, and there's
no cost.

“We're trying to bring
value to the people of New-
ton,” Lehman said. “It's one
more way we can provide.”

He said the way it works
is he'll either call the per-
son who might need help if
the crew sees a need in the
home or people can call
Lehman if they'd like an as-
sessment. The fire/EMS de-
partment number is
316-284-6060.

There's a group of
fire/EMS workers who've
volunteered to be on the
team. When they set up ap-
pointments, one of the guys
will do an assessment one
of their days off. It takes
about 45 minutes to an
hour. They find out the
person's medical history
(they have to adhere to
HIPPA laws), find out their
needs, make sure they're
taking all their medicine,
try to get to know them
and make them feel com-
fortable, look for fall and
trip hazards, report back to
the person and make rec-
ommendations.

Since the pilot program
started in 2015-16,
Lehman said the numbers
have declined on falls, and
then they upped their
game in 2017.

“We really hit it hard
last year,” he said.

Overall, the call volume
was trending about three
percent to five percent
every year, and Lehman
said they were faced with
either hiring more workers
or how to figure out where
those calls came from and
then perhaps reducing
them.

A large percentage of the

calls were from the same
people falling who might be
hurt or just needing help
getting up.

“It was the largest per-
centage of our call volume,”
Lehman said. “I think our
call volume is still going
up,” adding it's more like
one percent as opposed to
the higher percentage they
did have.

Several years ago,
Lehman said they had peo-
ple calling 40 to 50 times a
year, and if that's multi-
plied by two or three peo-
ple, that's a pretty hefty
chunk.

Karen said this is a big
problem in the United
States, because falls are
the leading cause of death
and injuries in older
adults. However, locally,
there is a higher percent-
age of older adults com-
pared to the rest of the
country, and with the baby
boomers getting older,
they'll see more and more.

“We were lacking a uni-
fied approach to fall pre-
vention in the community,
and this is how it came
about,” she said.

So, they built a team ap-
proach to it, since EMS al-
ready had a fall inspection
program, but the hospital
didn't have a good way to
identify them; it gave them
a way to get referrals to
people who went to the ER
or if people are interested
in reducing their fall risk,
they can sign up.

For the pilot study,
Karen said they recruited
20 people and did a team-
based assessment with
paramedics doing the
safety inspection and her
doing medical assessments.
A lot of the patients had
had a fall right before
using the program, and
only one had another fall in
the four-week follow-up pe-
riod.

She found people who fell
before enrolling in the
study tended to use emer-
gency health more, have
more illnesses and take
more medication.

“The results were statis-
tically significant,” Karen
said.

The study encourages on-
going collaboration and
helps identify ways EMS
can improve health in the
community, Karen said,
adding Newton Medical
Center hopes to host a fall
prevention course, called
Stepping On, in the spring.

Now that the study is
complete, Karen said she
still goes post-hospitaliza-
tion visits, and EMS still is
doing home inspections.

“Working as a team re-
ally increased our ability to
reach out to people,” Karen
said.

She said there was one
man who had called 911 50
to 60 times in the previous
12 months; she told him to
do exercises, and there
have been no calls since.
About 25 percent to 33 per-
cent of older adults fall per
year.

“So it's a lot,” she said.
There is a goal for this

effort.
“Our ultimate goal is to

improve the health and
well-being of the (commu-
nity),” Lehman said. “Keep
them in their homes, keep
them out of the hospital,
keep them from getting in-
jured. We're all trying to
invest our time in keeping
people healthy. We think
the investment will pay
dividends.”

FALL
From Page 1

“I told her my son bought this
building,” Stubbs said on Satur-
day, standing in one of the offices
in the building. “I’ve always
wanted to do a mural, and from
there, that exploded.”

Gehring asked Stubbs during
the acupuncture session if he had
ever thought of having a mural on
that wall.

“Every time I saw that wall, it
was like, ‘mural, mural,’” Gehring
said.

Stubbs told her “yes,” but he
wanted to wait until the wall was
repaired.

“Now that we have it repaired,
it’s ready to go,” Stubbs said.

Another group member, Ray-
mond Olais, art teacher at Newton
High School, said Stubbs ap-
proached him about having stu-
dents do the project.

“They’re looking at April when
it’s warmer weather, and Virgil
Penner is working on the design, a
sunflower design, and then we’re
taking it from there,” Olais said.

Students who will work on the
project include Art Club and art
class participants.

The reason for doing this is sim-
ple.

“Beautify the community,”
Stubbs said.

They also have a reason for
doing a mural in that location.
With the farmers market there,
there’s more that can be added to
the environment with the mural,
which can help make it grow.

“That’s where I think it has the
opportunity to draw other mural-
ists to participate—to paint murals
down the road,” Olais said.

During the course of time, they
can continue to do that. Olais said
there are other towns in Kansas
that have a number of murals, like
Great Bend, with 20 to 30, and
Lawrence.

“They have been pretty prolific,”
Olais said about Lawrence, adding
the biggest city mural project is in
Philadelphia.

“They have an amazing variety
of murals,” Olais said.

Both Olais and Stubbs have had
the opportunity to see Diego
Rivera’s murals, who has artwork
in Mexico, Detroit and California.

“Once he became famous, he was
asked to paint in a number of
places outside of Mexico,” Olais

said.
In fact, Olais himself has done

murals in California, one at a
record store and another at a print
shop.

“They were small,” he said.
A bigger one he did was with his

wife, Patrice Olais, also an art
teacher at Newton High School.
This was for the ball park at Our
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic
Church in Newton; now, it’s
housed indoors at Sunset Elemen-
tary School. At the time, they were
college students, and they only had
a month to figure out how to use
the mural paints they got in Cali-
fornia, come up with an idea and
composition, and collect old photos
to use.

In addition, Olais and Patrice
did another mural for the local his-
torical society, which is no longer
on display and was painted on
three panels. The Olaises still
have.

“We painted ’em in our apart-
ment when we were in college,”
Olais said.

Olais expressed some concern
about murals, since some of them
are outside in the elements, like
rain, heat, bitter cold and snow.

“With time, that’s the only thing
with murals—they deteriorate,”
Olais said.

However, the group is excited
about the venture.

“In our travels, we have noticed
that many cities in the U.S. and in
Kansas are adding murals to revi-
talize, add interest and foot traffic
to downtowns and other areas,”

Gehring said. “These include the
murals of Wichita, Great Bend,
McPherson, the steel silhouette
sculptures in Dodge City, the quilt
blocks in Greensburg and Mead.
Our area is Newton and primary
commitment is to the farmers mar-
ket and other downtown areas.”

Their first project will be a 12-
by-12-foot piece.

“This project belongs to Newton,”
Gehring said. “We will be asking
the community for ideas, to help
with volunteering to paint murals,
for artists to participate, for walls
upon which to paint and for dona-
tions.”

They will have a Facebook page
and brochure. There also are dona-
tion levels:

• Wall Finishing—$2,500 name
or logo included on the mural,
speaking rights at unveiling event,
highlighted as Gold Contributor in
Program at unveiling event, social
media recognition, special “print”
of the mural.

• Scaffolding—$1,000 name or
logo included on mural, high-
lighted as Silver Contributor in
Program at unveiling event, social
media recognition.

• Paint and Brushes—$500
highlighted as Bronze Contributor
in Program at unveiling event, so-
cial media recognition.

• Arts Enthusiast—$250 con-
tributors will be listed on social
media post.

• Arts Advocate—$100 and
below contributors.

• Art Patron—$50 (and below)
no formal recognition.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton Murals and Arts Project members, from left, Raymond Olais, Constance Gehring
and Curtis Stubbs stand near the wall on the Hair Cutting Company building in downtown
Newton that will be the first mural painted. 

MURAL
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Saturday morning with
people checking in and
was happy about the
event.

“It's cool,” she said,
adding she thought peo-
ple in British Columbia,
Canada, and Australia
were taking part in races
for her dad where they
live. “My dad's family
lives there.”

Kendra also was
pleased about the event,
saying it made the week a
little easier for them,
since Jan. 16 would have
been Russ's 41st birth-
day.

“It's awesome,” she said
while helping with the
race. “It's great. It's
adding a lot of joy to this
week. Having family and
friends from a distance
that came in and having
everybody in Newton
who's participating, it's
helping us bring joy and
goodness and hope and
just new things in life.”

The first Neuf was in
October 2015, when
Neufeld still was alive,
and it was more low key,
said David LeVan, an-
other race organizer.
Other race organizers
were Derek Yoder, Brad
Guhr and Eric Massa-
nari.

Tyner recalled Neufeld,
saying he was a musi-
cian, runner, physics guy
and did the Highland
Games.

“He was very curious,

and he
was al-
ways in-
terested
in know-
ing more
about
the
world,”
Tyner
said. “He
was a
real in-
spira-
tion.
Good friend.”

One of the things
Neufeld wrote at the last
was to spread the love,
which is the only thing
that lasts.

On his final Facebook
message, Neufeld wrote,

“Take all
this love
you have
and share
it. It only
multi-
plies, and
there are
so many
who
could use
it. Just
spread
the love,
folks. It's

the only thing in this
world that endures.”

“Since he was a runner,
this was a great way to
build community around
his memory,” Tyner said.

Runners had the choice
of doing a 2-mile or a 9K,

and although they all
started around the same
time, they returned
rather staggered. Massa-
nari was at the finish line
to give many participants
a high-five.

The run incorporated a
9K because Neufeld's
friends called him Neuf
for short, and Neuf al-
ways had a 9-ball on his
vehicle gear shift, but his
friends never asked him
about that. “Neuf” means
nine in French, so that's
the reason for the 9-ball
and the 9K.

Proceeds from the race
will go toward the Russ
Neufeld Memorial Schol-
arship at Hesston College
and the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society. Prin-
cipal sponsors were
Bethel College, Mojo's
Coffee Bar, Hesston Col-
lege, Central Care Cancer
Center and KMUW.

The local race started
near Mojo's at Bethel Col-
lege, and runners in Aus-
tralia, Canada and other
countries had their own
runs as well.

Natalie said they
thought they'd maybe get
100 people for the race,
but more than twice that
showed up.

In sending the runners
off into the cold, Tyner
said, “Today is a great
day to run. Cold, just like
Russ would have liked. If
you think it isn't the best
weather, well, we will
leave you with words
from Russ, 'Suck it up,
buttercup.' Have a great
race.”

NEUF
From Page 1

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Runners take off at the start of the Saturday race.

Top 10 runners
1. Kevin Nickel, 36 , 33:00.6
2. Sam Blosser, 19, 35:48.3
3. Victor Reynoso, 40, 35:53.7
4. Matt Woodmass, 30, 6:28.1
5. Gerry Marsh. 39, 36:35.3
6. Todd Lehman, 40, 37:27.6
7. Angus Siemens, 19, 37:28.3
8. Erik Jantz, 15, 38:03.7
9. Trevor Cooke, 23, 38:12.0
10. Kelson Claassen, 19, 38:22.9

Kendra Neufeld, right, gets a hug from Max Doman of Newton during
the race. 
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Larry Lynn “Bean” Flo-
res, 66, a jack of all trades
and lifelong resident of
Newton, passed away in
his home on Jan. 9, 2018.
Larry was born Dec. 19,
1951, in Newton, the son
of Tony Basil and Angela
(Espitia) Flores. 

Larry is survived by his
children; daughter, Sarah
Marie Flores; sons, Bran-
don (Natasha) Flores and
Brian (Jennifer) Schoby;
parents, Basil (Tony) and
Angela Flores; brothers,
Ron Flores, Charles Flo-
res, Mike Flores and
Bobby Flores; and grand-

children, Brandon Lynn
Jr., Christian Larry,
Larae, Sophia, Mia and
Kaitlyn.

He was preceded in
death by a son, Larry Flo-
res Jr.

The family will be hold-
ing a private Celebration
of Life Service.

The family is asking
that, in lieu of flowers,
memorials be left to the
Larry "Bean" Flores Fu-
neral Fund, to aid in de-
fraying funeral costs and
may be left in c/o Petersen
Funeral Home, 215 N.
Main, Newton, KS 67114.

LARRY ‘BEAN’ FLORES
Florene D.

Wiens, 95,
died on Mon-
day, Jan. 8,
2018, at New-
ton Medical
Center in
Newton.

Florene
was born on
Oct. 15, 1922,
to Ernest and Prisca (Kre-
hbiel) Bachman at Rocky
Ford, Colo.

Florene married Wm.
Kenneth Wiens on May
31, 1946, at the First Men-
nonite Church of Newton.
They were married for 28
years before his death in
1974.

Florene received her
teaching degree from
Bethel College and taught
in a one-room schoolhouse.
She later served as a sub-
stitute teacher in Hal-
stead and a Sunday
School and Bible School
teacher at First Mennon-
ite Church. She worked at
many things. She served
as a manager for the Et
Cetera Shop, cook for the
Halstead school system
and a seamstress. She
loved to sew and made
afghans for all of her
grandchildren and great-

grandchildren.
Florene was an
avid reader
and caregiver
to all and was
a loving
mother, grand-
mother and
great-grand-
mother.

She was sur-
vived by her children,
Prisca and Gary Krehbiel,
Gerry and Bev Wiens and
Wendy Wiens; sister,
Katheryn Penner; six
grandchildren; and 15
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her husband and
son, Wm. Kenneth Wiens
and Albert Wiens; par-
ents, Ernest and Prisca
Krehbiel; and three sib-
lings.

Memorial services were
Jan. 12 at First Mennon-
ite Church of Newton. A
public visitation was Jan.
11 at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton. A grave-
side committal was Jan.
12 at the Halstead City
Cemetery.

Memorials have been
established for NAMI-Na-
tional Alliance on Mental
Illness & Caring Place of
Newton. 

FLORENE WIENS

Dean Corf-
man, 90, died
on Sunday,
Jan. 7, at
Harry Hynes
Memorial
Hospice-Via
Christi St.
Francis in
Wichita.

Dean was
born on March 22, 1927,
in Newton to Roy and Lu-
cille (Gale) Corfman.

He married Roberta
Dunn in September 1944.
They gave birth to four
children: Gene, Jim, Linda
and Jolene. After a long
illness, Roberta passed
away in 1981. Dean later
married Arlene Gates-
Mosiman in August 1982.
Arlene brought four chil-
dren to the marriage: Rod-
ney, Darrell, James and
Pam. They became a fam-
ily with eight children and
were married for 35 years
until his passing. 

Dean was a farmer and
former owner of a me-
chanic shop. He was
known as an honest and
truthful man. Dean loved
camping, bluegrass music
and playing the harmon-
ica. He was a member of
the First Missionary
Church of Newton and
was very active in the
church. He taught Sunday
school and served as treas-
urer. He was a member of
the Druber’s morning cof-
fee group as well as the

McDonald’s af-
ternoon coffee
group.

He is sur-
vived by his
wife, Arlene
Corfman; chil-
dren and
stepchildren,
Gene Corfman,
Jim Corfman,

Rodney (Jeri) Mosiman,
Darrel Mosiman, James
(Michelle) Mosiman, Jo-
lene (Miles) Erpelding and
Pam (Curtis) Schmidt;
brother, Dale Corfman;
nine grandchildren/step-
grandchildren; and seven
great-grandchildren/great-
step-grandchildren.

He was preceded in
death by his first wife,
Roberta; daughter, Linda
Weesner; parents, Roy
and Lucille Corfman; sis-
ters, Waunita Douglass
and Wanda Ullum-Biggs;
great-grandson, Jordan
Brooks; and step-great-
grandson, Nicholas Mosi-
man.

Funeral services were
Jan. 15 at First Mission-
ary Church of Newton. A
graveside committal serv-
ice followed at the White-
water Cemetery. A public
visitation was Jan. 14 at
Petersen Funeral Home in
Newton.

A memorial has been es-
tablished for the First
Missionary Church-Youth
Group, 1300 Berry Ave,
Newton, KS, 67114.

DEAN CORFMAN

Bernice
Winsky, 94,
died on
Wednesday,
Jan. 10,
2018, at Wes-
ley Wood-
lawn
Hospital, Wi-
chita.

She was
born Dec. 27, 1923, in
Burns, the daughter of
Carl and Agnes Davidson
Porter.

She was a former mem-
ber of the Calvary
Church, Moundridge, and
a lifelong resident of
Moundridge. On June 6,
1948, she married Orville
Winsky in Newton. He
passed away on March
27, 2006.

She was also preceded
in death a son, Jerl; two
brothers, Eldon and Mar-
vin; and six sisters,
Dorothy Williams, Evelyn
Hackney, Lorene Kater,
Hazel Abrahams, Jean
Piersen and Joy Payne.

Her survivors include
her children, Gary (Judy)
Winsky of Newton, Kay
(Howard) Friesen of Hot
Springs, S.D., Darcy

(Jane) Winsky
of London, On-
tario, Canada,
Kent (Mary)
Winsky of
Moundridge,
and Joni
(Stan) Weeks
of Taneyville,
Mo.; 21 grand-
children; 16

great-grandchildren; a
brother, Wayne Porter of
Newton; and a sister Es-
ther Israel of Springfield,
Mo.

Family greeted friends
Jan. 14, at Moundridge
Funeral Home,
Moundridge. Funeral
services were Jan. 15 at
New Hope Evangelical
Church, McPherson, with
Pastor George Bocox offi-
ciating and burial at
Mound Township Ceme-
tery, Moundridge.

Memorials may be left
to either the New Hope
Evangelical Church (for
the children’s ministry) or
to ABWE (Association of
Baptist World Evangel-
ism for the Choose Life
Building Ukraine Project)
in care of Moundridge Fu-
neral Home.

BERNICE WINSKY

Norma
Jean Moss,
87, passed
away on
Monday,
Jan. 15,
2018.

Norma was
born on April
20, 1930, in
Kingman to
Lester and Gladys
(Pavey) Dennett. Norma
married Everett Moss on
Nov. 6, 1971, in Augusta.
Norma was a home-
maker. She loved read-
ing, collecting angels and
her flowers. Norma was
a loving mother and
grandmother and loved
her family very much.

Norma is survived by
her children, Brian Sim-
mons and wife Candy of
Wichita, Mark Simmons
and wife Donna of Lee's
Summit, Mo., and Debbie
Robinson and husband
Larry of Walton; stepson,
Everett "Sonny" Moss Jr.
of Augusta; eight grand-
children; 10 great-grand-
children; two

great-great-
grandchildren;
and several
nieces and
nephews.

Norma was
preceded in
death by her
parents; hus-
band, Everett;
son, Randy

Simmons; and two sis-
ters, Janice Johnson and
Phyllis Bertholf.

Visitation will be from
10 to 11 a.m. Thursday,
Jan. 18. Funeral services
will take place following
visitation at 11 a.m.,
both at Dunsford Fu-
neral Home in Augusta.
Interment will follow at
Elmwood Cemetery in
Augusta.

The family wishes me-
morial contributions be
made to Newton Presby-
terian Manor - Good
Samaritan Program, left
in care of the Dunsford
Funeral Home, 201 E.
Fifth, Augusta, KS
67010, 316 775-6363,
www.dunsfordfh.com.

NORMA JEAN MOSS

Walter
James “Jim”
McFarlane,
80, died Mon-
day, Jan. 15,
2018, at his
home.

He was
born on April
22, 1937, in
Newton, the
son of Cecil D. and Hazel
Irene Coulson McFar-
lane. Jim graduated from
Newton High School in
1955. He married Nancy
Ann Hogan on Jan. 24,
1956, in Newton.

Jim went to work for
the City of Newton in
1961. He was a fire-
fighter for 12 years,
spending 11 years as the
airport manager, return-
ing to the fire department
for another 15 years as a
firefighter/EMT, retiring
in 1998 as a Captain.

Jim served in the Na-
tional Guard and was a
member of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic
Church.

Survivors include his
wife, Nancy of the home;
three sons, Randall
James McFarlane of
Newton, Robert Michael
McFarlane of Altoona,
Iowa, and Ronald Lee
McFarlane of Wichita;
three daughters, Jamie
Marie Wild of Lompoc,
Calif., Stacy Diane Arel-
lano and Jacqueline Kay
Wedel, both of Newton;
three sisters, Eleanor M.
Sadowski of Holton, Jo
Gheen of Redding, Calif.,
and Ann Brooks of New-
ton; 19 grandchildren;

and 22 great
grandchildren.

Jim was
preceded in
death by his
parents; son,
Richard Scott
McFarlane;
twin infant
daughters;
brothers, K.C.

McFarlane and John
“Jack” McFarlane; sister,
Katherine “Kay” Brown;
son-in-law, Jonathan
Alexander Wild; daugh-
ter-in-law, Billie Hamm
McFarlane; and grand-
son, Brian Scott Arellano.

The Recitation of the
Holy Rosary will be said
at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan.
18, with the Mass of
Christian Burial at 10
a.m. Friday, both at Our
Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church. Inter-
ment will be in the East-
lawn Cemetery in
Zimmerdale.

The casket will be open
after 1 p.m. Thursday at
the church.

A memorial has been
established with the
Brian Arellano Endow-
ment Fund, Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic
Church and Caring
Hands Humane Society.
Contributions may be
sent to Broadway Colo-
nial Funeral Home, 120
E. Broadway, Newton,
KS, 67114.

Condolences may be
left at www.broadway-
colonialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

WALTER JAMES ‘JIM’ MCFARLANE

William R. Kasitz,
91, died Tuesday, Jan.
16, 2018, in Peabody.

Services are pending

and will be announced
by Broadway Colonial
Funeral Home, New-
ton.

WILLIAM KASITZ

HOW TO RUN AN OBITUARY
Obituaries in Newton Now are free as long as

they fit our newspaper style. We see a death in our
community as a news item that people care about in
Newton and North Newton. 

If you have an obituary that should run in New-
ton Now please send it to:  
wendy@harveycountynow.com and it will run as
soon as we can get it online and in the Thursday
print edition as well. 

If you want a special obituary or message printed
in this section, please contact Bruce Behymer for
pricing at: bbehymer@buyersedgeks.com. 

Jan. 15
Arrests:
Tommy Dunn, 49, Topeka, 6100 Blk W U.S. High-

way 50, possession of narcotics, drug paraphernalia
Roy McCurdy, 30, Newton, warrant, 500 Blk W

Third St. 

Jan 14
Arrests:
Leitha Willis , 59, Wichita, driving with invalid li-

cense, 100 Blk Ash St
Mindi Ross, 38, Wichita, interference with law en-

forcement officer, 400 Blk E First St.
David Williamson, 21, Wichita, driving with invalid

license, I-135 SB Mile Marker 28

Jan 13
Arrests:
Heather Franzen, 26, Wichita, driving while sus-

pended, U.S. Highway 50 and Kansas Ave
Justin Martin, 42, Goddard, warrant, 1500 Blk Old

Main St. 
William Ritzman, 26, Newton, warrant, 3600 Blk K-

15 Highway 
Alexandria Green, 28, Bently, possession of narcotic,

100 Blk E Eighth St
Criminal calls:
Drug violation, marijuana, I-135, Newton

Jan. 12
Arrests: 
Daniel Hogan, 44, Newton, domestic battery, posses-

sion of marijuana, 1300 Blk W Sixth
Julian Geiger, Robinson, warrant, Hiawatha 
Kurt Cunningham, 40, Andover, warrant, 100 Blk E

Seventh St
Alonzo Hill, 33, Wichita, warrant, 1200 Blk Wash-

ington
Criminal calls:
Drug violation, marijuana, 1200 Blk Manchester

Ave
Criminal damage, 200 Blk E Second St

Jan. 11
Arrests:
Stephen Ratzlaff, 31, McPherson, possession of

stolen property, 400 Blk SE 14th St
Cortney Randolph, 23, McPherson, possession of

stolen property, 400 Blk SE 14th St
Andrew Rivera, 34, Hesston, warrant, 200 Blk E

Sixth St
Kevin Holinde, 47, Newton, warrant, 1700 Blk W

Fifth St
Jacob Lenz, 31, Peabody, warrant, I-135 MM 33

Jan. 10
Arrests: 
Hannah Crowell, 32, Newton, driving with invalid li-

cense, I-135 SB
Nicolas Ybarra, 39, Newton, possession of controlled

substance, 1100 Blk SW 36th St
Austin Hensley, 27, Newton, warrant, 200 Blk E

Sixth St
Daniel Huddleston, 35, Newton, warrant, I-135 SB

Jan. 9
Arrests:
Jordan Sumner, 30, Newton, warrant, 100 Blk E

Sixth St
John Pearson, 54, Newton, DUI, 700 Blk W 12th St
David Hernandez, 47, Newton, possession of mari-

juana
Criminal calls: 
Drug violation, 1700 Blk N Main St

Jan. 8
Arrests:
Yecenia Negrete-Hernandez, 19, Newton, warrant,

operating vehicle without license, 300 Blk S Kansas
Ave

Clete Hargis, 32, Newton, warrant, 1800 Blk Sever-
ance, Hutchinson

Traci Lettau, 45, Newton, warrant, 1300 Blk Axtell
Rd

Thursday, Jan. 18
11:40 a.m.—Eighth grade tour of Newton High

School 
6 p.m.—NHS wrestling dual against Derby at

Ravenscroft Gym
6 p.m.—Cajun food at Carriage Factory Art Gallery
7 p.m.—Book discussion of The Martian at the New-

ton Public Library
7:30 p.m.—Jazz concert at Krehbiel Auditorium 

Friday, Jan. 19
All day—Boys swimming invitational at Wichita

Heights High School, continues through Saturday 
3 p.m.—NHS Bowling at Derby

Saturday, Jan. 20
10 a.m.—Drawing class with Virgil Penner at Car-

riage Factory Art Gallery 
TBD—Boys Basketball Varsity Classic at El Dorado
1 p.m.—Pork Chili Supper Fundraiser and Silent

Auction at Our Lady of Guadalupe, 415 S. Ash St. 
3 p.m.—Teen trivia contest at Newton Public Li-

brary

Monday, Jan. 22
9 a.m.—Harvey County commission meeting, Har-

vey County Courthouse
1:30 p.m.—Golden Notes performance at Grand

Central 
7 p.m.—Book discussion at Newton Public Library

led by independent scholar Ann Birney
7 p.m.—Square dance at Grand Central 

Tuesday, Jan. 23
3:30 p.m.—NHS Bowing triangular at Play-Mor

lanes
7 p.m.—Boys basketball game against McPherson at

Ravenscroft Gym
7 p.m.—Newton City Commission meeting, Newton

City Hall

Want to get something in the community calen-
dar? Contact Adam Strunk at 316-281-7899 or
adam@harveycountynow.com. Newton Now lists
in its calendar upcoming meetings and events. 
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Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com
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3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
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8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!
Your classified ad will appear in all of these papers - Hillsboro
Free Press, Newton Now and The Herington Times...reaching
every Marion County household as well as Newton Now and

Herington Times subscribers.

Call 620-947-5702 or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Line ads: 
$7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 

(minimum of 1x2 
at $25.50)

The Morris County Sheriff’s Department is 
accepting applications for a 

FULL TIME DISPATCHER
Applicant must be at least 18 years of age, have a high school
diploma or GED and must be able to pass a criminal history

background check and have a valid Drivers License
Applications and job description may be picked up 

at the Sheriff’s Office. EOE
Applications will be accepted until position is filled.

BODY SHOP
TECHNICIAN

Contact Terry or Randy at
Hillsboro Ford, 620-947-3134

or 888-611-1186
or email: 

terry@hillsborofordks.com

HILLSBORO

202 S. Main, Hillsboro

Career opportunity for 
responsible, motivated individual

as a body shop technician. 
Competitive pay, benefits and 

continuous training.

AUTOMOTIVE
TECHNICIAN

Contact Kim at Hillsboro Ford,
620-947-3134 or 888-611-1186

or email: 
kim@hillsborofordks.com

HILLSBORO

202 S. Main, Hillsboro

Career opportunity for responsi-
ble, motivated individual as an

automotive technician. 
Will train the right individual.
Competitive pay, benefits and 

continuous training.
Hallcon is looking for drivers

to transport railroad crews
up to a 200 mile 

radius from Herington, KS.
Must live within 20 miles of
Herington, KS, be 21 years

or older, valid driver’s 
license and a 

pre-employment drug 
screen is required. A com-
pany vehicle is provided,

paid training, and benefits.

Compensation is 
$9.25 per hour.

Apply online at 
www.hallcon.com or call

Mary Day @ (785) 213-8907

Park & Lake 
Superintendent

Marion County is accepting 
applications for Park & Lake 

Superintendent. This position is
responsible for management of
the Marion County Park & Lake

according to established 
policies and procedures and

under the direction of the Board
of County Commissioners. Job
duties include supervising and
directing personnel and actively
participating in: maintenance of

lake facilities and grounds, 
upkeep of the dam, selling 

fishing, boating, hunting, and
camping permits, patrolling for
public safety, enforcing all rules

and regulations, oversight of
the KDWPT fisheries program,
all office procedures and billing,
budget preparation and ensur-

ing public safety of patrons.
Good public relations, supervi-
sory, and communication skills

a must. CPR and First Aid 
certification required. Basic

water rescue training preferred.
Wages are in accordance with

the County’s pay plan. Full 
benefit package available. 

Applications and job descrip-
tions are available at the County
Clerk’s Office, 200 S Third St.,
Suite 104, Marion, KS 66861.
620-382-2185.  

www.marioncoks.net EEOE.

Help Wanted:

WELDERS
• 40-50 hour work week

• Competitive pay
• Great Benefits Package

Apply online at hillsboroindustries.com 
or pick up an application at:

Hillsboro Industries
220 Industrial Road, Hillsboro, KS 67063

620.947.3127

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

Classified Deadline
Monday at Noon

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

PRODUCTION HELP WANTED
MONDAY-FRIDAY

2nd shift   4:00pm  -  12:00am
3rd shift  12:00am  -  8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

DIRECTOR 
Marion Historical 

Museum 
Maximum 20 hours/ week

April - October.   
Th.,Fri., Sat. 

Possible off  season hours
available during winter 
REQUIREMENTS:

• Love of  History 
• Serving the Public 
• Preserving/Displaying 

Artifacts 
• Basic computer skills 
• Ambassador for City of  
Marion 

• Grant writing experience 
a plus 
Salary commensurate with 

experience 
Training Provided

Contact Bill Darrow at
(620)382-6317 or Museum
Voicemail at (620)382-9134 

Trucking Job - 
Newton, Ks. 

To transport heavy highway
equipment and construction ma-
terials between construction
sites in Kansas, Oklahoma and
Nebraska. Class A CDL is re-
quired. Driver to help load, tie
down and off-load equipment as
needed. Driver will service
equipment and work in con-
struction yard, assist with heavy
mechanic work and other duties
when not driving. Overnight
trips and weekend hours are rare
- year round work - based in
Newton. We offer competitive
wages, health insurance, life in-
surance, short and long term dis-
ability insurance, 401(k) and
paid vacation. Must pass drug
test and have a good driving
record. 

Call 316-283-9350 to apply.
Equal Opportunity Employer.

At 
Diversicare of
Council Grove
we are looking for team

members who enjoy 
taking care of  people. 

We have positions
available for 

CNAs 
Check out our new starting
wages and shift differential. 

If  interested apply at
www.dvcr.com 

For questions, all Becky 
Johnson, RN, DON @ 
620-767-5172. We are an

EOE/drug free workplace.

Applications are being
accepted for an 
Underwriting 

Representative
for Great Plains 

Christian Radio in 
Central Kansas. 

This is an opportunity
where Christian faith

and a vocation 
come together. 

Send resume and cover
letter to Box 14 

Abilene, KS 67410 or
email jobs@kjil.com 

No calls please. 
GPCR is an EOE.

Salem Home currently 
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash
PH: 620-947-2272

Or obtain an application at:
Salemhomeks.org

E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

* C.N.A.  FT  

* C.N.A.  PT

* CMA   PT

Fulltime LPN/RN; 
4 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. shift and

4 p.m. to 4:30 a.m. shift

Please contact 
Janet Herzet, 

Living Center Director
@ 620-382-2177; Ext. 354

Apply online:  
www.slhmarion.org

St. Luke Hospital and 
Living Center

535 S. Freeborn
Marion, KS  66861

1 Employment
SECRETARY/ RECEPTIONIST Secretary/re-
ceptionist needed for a busy insurance &
investment office. Full time M-F.
Insurance/Investment and/or office expe-
rience required. Attention to detail a must.
Non Smoking environment. Salary com-
mensurate with experience. Applications
accepted only by resume until January
16, 2018. Please mail resume to Cross-
roads Financial Advisors, 1023 Washington
Rd, Ste 100, Newton, KS 67114 or email
to rich@crossroadsfinadv.com. 3-2tp

LEGAL ASSISTANT: Busy office has im-
mediate opening for additional Legal As-
sistant. Must be motivated with exceptional
attention to detail and organizational skills.
Legal training helpful but not necessary,
we will train. Benefits offered. Resume
with salary expectation to
tina@robblaw.com or deliver to Somers
Robb and Robb, 110 E Broadway, Newton.
3-2tc

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT – Immediate
opening for motivated individual able to
handle significant responsibility. Resume
including salary expectation to Box QA
c/o Newton Now, 706 N Main, Newton,
KS. 3-2tc

Home Health Aide has hours open for
client care. Please call Brenda at 316-
772-2050.  3-3tp

�������	

��������	�
�
��������	
���������	
����������
��������������������	�

������������
�������

3 For Sale

Appliances
For Sale! 2016 Whirlpool Dishwasher, 2016
Kenmore Clothes Washer, 2017 Electric
Range, proof of purchase included. 1-
620-877-0198. 2-2tp

Firewood
Firewood For Sale! $80 a pickup load, will
deliver. Call Rick at 620-382-5744. 44-14tp

Trailers
Cattle stock trailer, 6x16, open top, $500.
785-410-3663. 3-1tc

2 Bedroom Senior
Apartment

Call 620-947-2272

• Must be 55 years old 
or older

* NO Maintenance fees
* Utilities Included

4 For Rent

Apartments/Homes

Small Town
Living at its Best
• Spacious 1 bedroom

apartments available now.
• Just northeast of Wichita

in the beautiful Peabody,
KS.

• Income based. 62 or 
older or disabled.

Utilities paid. Call today.
620-983-2958

Indian Guide 
Terrace Apartments

501 North Vine Street
Peabody, KS 66866

(Some market rent
apartments available.

Call for details.)

Vintage
Apartments 

Hillsboro KS
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Duplex
Attached One Car Garage

All Appliances, 
Washer/Dryer included

Must Income Qualify

316-633-1390 

Federally subsidized
rental apartment project

now accepting 
applications for a 
ONE AND A 

TWO-BEDROOM 
APARTMENT

Kidron Bethel 
Village

3001 Ivy Drive, 
North Newton 
316-836-4859

Qualified applicants must
be at least 62 years old or

have severe mobility 
impairment. EHO

Herington Heights Development is 
taking applications for our

NEWLY REMODELED 1 -2 APARTMENTS!
Featuring: All new! Central High efficient air conditioning
w/ programable thermostats • Dishwasher • On demand

water-heater • Frost-free refrigerator w/ice maker • 
Self-cleaning Range with micro-hood • Washers and dryers • 

Ceiling fans • Mini blinds

Herington Heights Apartments
201 E. Helen St., Herington, KS - 785-258-2510

Income limits apply. EHO

2 Announcements

Community Info

Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

2 BR Townhouse Hesston 316-284-4202.
3-2tc

For Rent: 2 bedroom house, central heat
& air with appliances, located in Hillsboro
and  Marion. 620-245-1648. 2-2tp

For Rent - 2 bedroom, 1 bath farmhouse,
North edge of Herington, Carpeted, big
yard. No pets. No garage. 785-258-3132.
3-1tp

Newton-3bedroom, 2 bath, kitchen appli-
ances, newly decorated. No pets/No smok-
ing. Rent.deposit $785. 316-284-3890. 3-
2tp

Financial
Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS or
State in back taxes?  Our firm works to re-
duce the tax bill or zero it out completely
FAST. Call now 866-758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call 785
655 9430 or go online to Chuckhenry.com
for pricing, availability & Freight esti-
mates.

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions ac-
cepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-
268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or As-
bestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your
family may be entitled to a substantial fi-
nancial award. We can help you get cash
quick! Call 24/7: 855-510-4274

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-
gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA ap-
proved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind pay-
ing your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan
Modification? Is the bank threatening fore-
closure? CALL Homeowner’s Relief Line
now for Help!  855-401-4513

Updating your bathroom does not have to
be expensive or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call 855-324-
2317 today for a free in home consultation.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-1682 (Mon-Fri
8am-9pm CT)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net.  High-Speed.  Available Anywhere!
Speeds to 25 mbps. Starting at $49.99/mo.
Call for Limited Time Price!  877-578-8005
(Mon-Fri 8am-8pm CT)

SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLE-
MENT!  FREE QUOTES from top
providers.  Excellent coverage.  Call for a
no obligation quote to see how much you
can save!  855-587-1299

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW  JULY 8-9 SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-3
TOPEKA KANSAS EXPOCENTER (19TH &
TOPEKA BLVD) INFO: (563) 927-8176
www.rkshows.com

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support after-
wards. Choose adoptive family of your
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL
& IN) (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes. Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-
283-0205 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. No
contract or commitment. We buy your ex-
isting contract up to $500! 1-800-919-3588
(MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-
800-712-9365 (MCN)

Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV. Bundle &
Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS Genie HD-
DVR. $50/month for 2 Years (with AT&T
Wireless.) Call for Other Great Offers! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card when
you sign up today - Limited time Only.
CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Stop paying too much for cable,and get
DISH today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn
more about our special offers! (MCN)

DISH NETWORK. TV for Less, Not Less
TV! FREE DVR. FREE Install (up to 6
rooms.) $49.99/mo. PLUS Hi-Speed Inter-
net - $14.95/mo (where vailable.) Call 1-
855-434-0020 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613
(MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Ship-
ping! 100 Percent Guaranteed. CALL
NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

OXYGEN- Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 855-995-5653 (MCN)

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or As-
bestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your
family may be entitled to a substantial fi-
nancial award. We can help you get cash
quick! Call 24/7: 866-924-0504 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. Call
NOW!! 877-291-4724 (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. Call today 1-888-403-
7751 (MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT &
PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST PRICES!
Call 1-888-389-0695. www.cash4diabetic-
supplies.com (MCN)

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 60 tabs $99
includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-0780
(MCN)

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immediately.
Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently & Safely.
Guaranteed Results. FDA Licensed. Free
Brochure: 1-800-354-3944 www.DrJoelKa-
plan.com (MCN)

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement

Systems Inc. Call us for all of your base-

ment needs! Waterproofing, Finishing,

Structural Repairs, Humidity and Mold

Control. FREE ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-

640-8195 (MCN)

Save money with solar! Custom Designed

Systems, Free Maintenance, Free Quote &

Design. No Out of Pocket Costs. Call now!

866-944-4754 (MCN)

Water Damage in your Home? Call now for

a free, fast quote. Insurance approved.

Help restore your piece of mind! 866-865-

1875 (MCN)

Leaky Faucet? Broken toilet?Call NOW

and get the best deals with your local

plumbers. No hassle appointment setup.

Call NOW! 866-865-1875 (MCN)

Lower that Cell Phone Bill. Get 2 lines of
unlimited data for $100/mo. with Auto-
Pay—taxes & fees included. Video Stream-
ing & Mobile Hotspot included. Limited
offer/Restrictions Apply. Call Today and
Save. 855-549-9399 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED!! Make $1000 A Week Mail-
ing Brochures From Home! No Experience
Required. Helping home workers since
2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start Immedi-
ately! www.WorkingOpp.com (MCN)

CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and bene-
fits. Matching 401k. Bonus’s and tax free
money. Experience needed. Call Scott 507-
437-9905. Apply on-line
WWW.MCFGTL.COM (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimpor-
tant! WWW.HomeBucks.US ###### FREE
GOVERNMENT MONEY! www.BillionDol-
larFund.net (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, call: 866-871-
1626 (MCN)

Reduce your total credit card payments by
up to 30% to 50%! Call Consolidated
Credit NOW! 844-764-1891 (MCN)

Buying a home and need a mortgage?Or,
have a home and want to lower your
monthly fees and refinance? Getting a
mortgage is quicker and easier than ever.
Call now! 855-715-4721 (MCN)

FOR SALE
TRAILER SALE! 2017 6’X12’ V-nose, ramp,
radials $2,775.00; 7’X12’ single axle, V-
nose, ramp, radials CAP. 3,280 lbs. two-
bike or trike trailer;6’X10’ 10k dump
$4,899.00, 990 gallon fuel trailer; Scissor
lift trailer; 82”X16’+2’ car hauler 7k brakes
$2,385.00; ST205/75D15 New trailer take-
offs $65.00 each. 515-972-4554 www.Fort-
DodgeTrailerWorld.com (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 888-438-6461 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)



Jack Bender always
had an interest in
history and geneal-

ogy, and those two sub-
jects converged into
coincidence upon coinci-
dence some 30 years ago
when he took an alter-
nate route home from
work one night.

Bender, a retired U.S.
Air Force colonel who
lived in Maize at the time
but now lives in Hal-
stead, said he was head-
ing up the canal route
when he saw a sign ad-
vertising an auction that
night. 

His curiosity piqued,
he went inside and rum-
maged around the sale
items and left with two
boxes of letters, about 50
of which were written
during the Civil War, and
a suitcase full of pictures
and more letters. He
spent $85 for the corre-
spondence of Ed and
Isaac Corman and James
B. Young, all of whom
served in the 9th Kansas
Calvary Company G. 

Young later married
the Cormans' sister,
Alice, to whom most of
the letters were written

While reading the cor-
respondence, Bender
found a reference to
William Gallimore, who
had just been hired as a
teacher in Morgan
County, Ind. His ge-
nealogical research
showed his own grandfa-
ther, Earl Gallemore, had
ties to the same county.
He also discovered that
his great-great-great
grandparents and the
Young family had lived
on the same section of
land in Indiana.

"What's the chances,
OK, of me discovering
this or going and getting
these letters," he said.

Bender gave a presen-
tation at the Newton
Public Library on the
Civil War. 

Bender, said his inter-

est in the Civil War
dated back to his child-
hood in Kansas City, Mo.
He grew up half a mile
from Jacob L. Loose
Park, where the Battle of
Westport took place in
1864. 

As a law student at
Washburn University in
the late 1960s, Bender
went through a Topeka
city directory and con-
tacted all of the Benders
in town. He found a Jesse
Roscoe Bender, who was
the son of a great-great-
uncle of his. Jesse had
artifacts from his father's
service in the Civil War. 

A short time later,
Jesse died from a fall on
icy pavement. A woman
at the home where he
was living called Bender
and told him Jesse left
behind items he would
like Bender to have. In-
cluded in the trove were
uniform insignia that
Jesse's father, Henry
Bender, wore during the
war. He also received the
original of Henry's Civil
War Discharge. Henry
served in the 194th PA
Vol Infantry out of Har-
risburg, Pa.

Bender related that
there had been a family
rumor that his great-
great-great grandfathers,
Noah Taylor, had been
hanged during the Civil
War. After years of re-
search, he found a dis-
tant relative who was
also trying to chase down
the truth of the matter.
He found diary entries
relating that Noah Tay-
lor and his 16-year-old
son, John, were among 13
members of the Home
Guard unit who were
hanged.

By this time, Bender
had learned through the
old letters that by 1857,
Young had moved to
Humboldt in the Kansas
Territory, where the Cor-
man family settled a cou-
ple of years later. A
woman posted a notice
asking for help in locat-
ing the Evan Young
Cemetery in Humboldt.
Bender said his friend,
Jerry Peckett of White-
water and originally from
Humboldt, agreed to ac-
company him on the
hunt. After looking for 30
minutes in the woods,
Peckett found three

headstones belonging to
Dan Deal, Martin Van
Buren Deal and George
Myers. The Deals and
Myers are also were orig-
inally from Morgan
County, Ind.

Peckett learned his fa-
ther had worked on the
same farm in his younger
days and that he was re-
lated to the Deals buried
there. He's also related to
the woman who posted
the notice.

Bender said a sister-in-
law of the Deals moved to
Illinois after the death of
her husband and married
Henry Taylor, Bender's
great-great-grandfather.
Taylor, it turns out, was
the son of Noah Taylor
the brother of the 16-
year-old who was hanged.

So through their
sleuthing, Bender
learned he had a distant
"relationship between me
and a good friend [Peck-
ett] through marriages,
which I thought was in-
credible."

Bender's story has nu-
merous other twists and
turns that exemplify
close bonds between ran-
dom strangers and
events. He also has
passed along the contents
of the items he received
from Jesse Roscoe Ben-
der's landlady. His one
regret was he didn't pur-
chase a third box of let-
ters that was up for sale.
Meanwhile, his pursuit
for other connections is
never-ending. 

The Treaster name is a
familiar one for Newton
wrestling.

First it was Logan, a
four-time state medalist
and champion. Now, it’s
his younger brother
Grant, wrestling in the
same weight class as
Logan did and looking to
follow in his footsteps.

Grant took another
step forward in following
his brother, as he won
the 113-pound weight
class championship at the
55th annual Newton
Tournament of Champi-
ons. Grant beat Hutchin-
son’s Brian Gates 2-1 for
the gold medal.

The two wrestled each
other for the first match
of the season, a match
Gates won. He entered
the championship unde-
feated.

“It’s been a lot of hard
work,” Grant said. “Fif-
teen, 20, sometimes even
30 minutes after practice
working on conditioning,
working on extra moves.
I’ve been thinking about
it ever since that first
loss, knowing I’d have re-
demption here. That’s
what I’ve been working
on. Now, I’ll just go tour-
nament-by-tournament,
looking for state again.”

Grant took home a
medal at last year’s state
tournament, but his
hopes are higher for
2018. With the help of his
dad and big brother, he
plans to do well.

“There’s always talk
between [Logan] and me,
sometimes even my dad,”
Grant said. “It’s just mo-
tivation. He helps me
keep going. He helps me
when he comes back
home from Christmas.
Thanksgiving, he helps
me drill and he helped
me with [the Tournament
of Champions], too. I give
him a lot of thanks be-
cause he’s always helping
me. He watches my tape,
helps me get better. A lot
of my thanks goes to him
and my dad. They help

me out a lot.”
Logan is currently

wrestling for the United
States Naval Academy,
but that doesn’t stop the
brothers from staying in
touch.

“We call every night,
every other night,” Grant
said. “His school, my
school, his wrestling, my
wrestling, lots of stuff.
Even my younger one,
we’re all in communica-
tion to get better.”

Newton head coach
Tommy Edgmon had
three characteristics the
two brothers share.

“Work ethic, attitude
and commitment,” he
said.

Over time, those three
attributes wear off on the
other guys in the gym.

“[His teammates] know
he’s good,” Edgmon said.
“They know that as a
freshman he took third.
He’s ranked No. 1 in 5A
and they’re like, ‘Well,
he’s still doing extra
stuff.’ Some kids see that
and think, ‘I’m not even
ranked and I just do what
I’m supposed to do right
after practice.’ So it defi-
nitely rubs off on the
kids, and it shows them
that you can be real good,
you just have to want it.”

With the way Grant
trains and practices to
get better, Edgmon
knows he’s serious about
it. With the help from his
state-champion brother,
Grant holds the talent,
and more importantly,
the knowledge and
smarts he needs to be one
of Newton wrestling’s
greats.

“Each week, he’s get-
ting better and better,”
Edgmon said. “Knowing
that when he has good
competition coming up,
he’s putting in extra
stuff, so that just tells me
how bad he wants it.”

As a team, Newton fin-
ished eighth out of 27
teams with 105 points.
The Railers last won the
TOC in 1980.

Wyatt Hendrickson
walked to the 195-pound
championship. He pinned
three opponents before

dominating Marion’s
Tyler Palic 6-0 in the title
match.

At 220 pounds, the un-
defeated Cyle Gautschi
met undefeated Cordel
Duhart of Blue Valley
Southwest in the champi-
onship, but Duhart
emerged victorious 5-3.

Dante Harper lost in
the quarterfinals to
Derby’s Triston Wills,
who finished second in
his weight class. Harper
then put in some work in
the consolation bracket
and landed in the fifth-
place match. He couldn’t
end with a win, as Nor-
ton’s Cole Amlong was

too much in the 7-4 deci-
sion.

Harper was the only
Railer wrestler to medal
other than those who fin-
ished in the top two.
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Grant Treaster continues to solidify family name
BY CLINT HARDEN

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

CLINT HARDEN/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
Grant Treaster tries to gain control against Hutchinson’s Brian Gates. Treaster went on to win, handing Gates his first loss of the season. 

CLINT HARDEN/
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

Grant Treaster
waits for Hutchin-
son’s Brian Gates
to shake hands
after the match.
Treaster helped
Newton to an
eighth-place finish
at the 55th annual
Newton Tourna-
ment of Champi-
ons. 

A box of letters spurs resident on life-long historical hobby
BY BLAKE SPURNEY

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW So through their
sleuthing, Bender
learned he had a 
distant “relationship
between me and a
good friend through
marriages, which I
thought was 
incredible.”

Jack Bender



From preventing iden-
tity theft to stopping a
suicide, there was a lot
for Newton Medical Cen-
ter staff to be proud of in
2017. 

The hospital held an
awards ceremony honor-
ing staff members who
went above and beyond
the call of duty at New-
ton Medical Center. 

More than 25 people
and organizations earned
recognition and honors in
the ceremony held Jan.
11.

While the names on
their own are newswor-
thy, we provided a break
down of what exactly
each person received hon-
ors for, as it provides
some insight into the or-
dinary and out-of-the-or-
dinary happenings that
go on in our community
and region’s primary
medical care provider.
Here are the awards:

Great Catch Award:
Christy Schamel, pay-

roll. Schamel caught an
e-mail that impersonated
retired CEO Steve Kelly
in an attempt to steal W-
2 information on all NMC
employees. Schamel pre-
vented the attempt.

Cherish Edwards, ma-
terials management de-
partment, alerted the
hospital and Newton Fire
Department to smoke
caused by a malfunction-
ing fan motor in the ven-
tilation system. The
motor was shut down,
preventing more damage
and a fire.

Business Excellence:
Robyn Kitterman, on a

tight deadline, put to-
gether a large database
to ensure the hospital
would qualify for an in-
surance incentive from
Blue Cross and Blue
Shield

CeCe Wedel and Kathy
Hall of Food and Nutri-
tion Department imple-
mented online food
purchasing and group or-
derings on iPads to help
the hospital save money
on food. The hospital
spends $477,000 annu-
ally on food. 

Clinical Quality Ex-
cellence:

Dana Williams, physi-
cal therapist, began an
on-site therapy program
for local colleges, which
works in conjunction

with college trainers to
improve outcomes.

Denae Villines and
Sharon Morris worked to
educate cardiac rehabili-
tation patients and listen
to them to encourage
progress and changes in
lifestyle with the pa-
tients. 

Allen Kennedy, imag-
ing supervisor, worked
extra hard to accommo-
date a cancer patient in
need of a PET scan but
unable to get off work to
take it. She worked with
another facility and a
mobile PET scan vendor
to ensure the scan could
happen. 

Victoria Clare, certified
nursing assistant, came
in on her day off to assist
a patient in financial
need with finding a car
seat for the person's new-
born. The child had
breathing problems and
needed a specific seat.
Clare went to multiple
stores to find the specific
car seat, purchasing it
with her own money,
planning later to be com-
pensated from a hospital
grant. 

Lona Duncan of patient
financial services helped
calm a man anxious
about a major surgery
the next day that had yet
to be authorized by his
insurance company. Dun-
can worked on the phone
to make sure the surgery
was authorized that day

so the surgery could be
performed. 

Service Excellence:
Tina Vicars was hon-

ored for meticulous
record keeping in organ-
izing reports of health
screenings and immu-
nizations for the 300 or
so students who come
through the hospital's
doors on an annual basis.

Natalie Young, regis-
tered nurse, bought 20
pairs of eclipse glasses to
make sure none of her re-
habilitation patients
missed out on the solar
eclipse of 2017. 

John Spielman, envi-
ronmental services, or-
ganized a workplace
safety program called
Save My Spine to prevent
the overfilling of trash
and laundry bags to cut
down on back injuries. 

Carolyn Timken, regis-
tered nurse, Timken was
alerted to a suicide situa-
tion and helped a new
employee speak to a per-
son, keeping the suicidal
caller on the line until
EMS and law enforce-
ment could arrive at the
person's address to pro-
vide help. 

Lupita Villlanueva,
NMC Clinics. Villanueva
stayed after work to as-
sist a patient in the
emergency department
who could not speak Eng-
lish 

Beyond Four Walls
Award (Community
Service): 

A group of colleagues
and friends from the
pharmacy department
has been for the last four
years volunteering to
prepare and serve meals
at a local homeless shel-
ter. These people were
Harry Wagner, Susan
Fox, Kris Zehr, Twyla
Middleton, Carla
Schwabuer, Troy
Slabach, Julie Koerner,
Sheryl Nichols and
Martha Sadiq.

Meals on Wheels,
which for 35 years has
worked with the hospital
to feed those in the com-
munity. According to the
hospital, each $1 spent
on Meals on Wheels
saves $50 in Medicaid
spending. The hospital
raised $3,575 during a
fundraiser for the Meals
on Wheels program in
2017. 

Community Partner
Award: 

The Newton Fire/EMS
Department has been
working with the hospi-
tal since 2015 to identify
“super users” or heavy
users of both organiza-
tions and to find ways of
helping those people and
decrease the need they
had for both services.
Read an in-depth discus-
sion of the partnership in
this week’s Newton Now.
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Special thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:15am Fellowship
11am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel 
A.M.E. Church
711 E. 11th Street

9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship

Hillcrest 
Community Church

-  A Foursquare
Church

431 W. 12th
9:30am Cafe Connect

10:30am Worship

Highland Trinity
United Church 

of Christ
Corner of K-15 & Dutch Ave

9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School

Iglesia Del Nazareno 
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible Church
900 Old Main

9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass
10:30am Sunday Mass

6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship
11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Walton United
Methodist Church

201 Blaine Street, Walton
9:00am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
KKAR TTowing

1808 N. Main, Newton
316-284-1869

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
www.theyarnstation.com

If you would like to become a
sponsor of the Newton Area

Church Directory, please con-
tact Shannin Rettig at 

shannin@harveycountynow
or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main, Newton

316-284-0636

THIS WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTION

Hospital awards provide snapshot into the
usual and unusual at Newton Medical Center

NEWTON NOW STAFF



Q: What constitutes
an illegal tag display?

A: Recently, Newton
Now published a number
of stories about traffic
stops and arrests that
listed improper display of
a license plate, including
a November arrest where
officers found nearly a
pound of pot in the car
with two Arkansas men.

According to the New-
ton Police Department,
the two men had a
bracket on the back of
their license plate that
obstructed their license
plate.

Newton Police Lt. Scott
Powell said that im-
proper displays of a li-
cense plate could
encompass a variety of

different issues with the
tag located on the back of
your vehicle. 

A light out on the tag
could result in a pull
over. A tag not displayed
on the back of the car but
instead in a window
could constitute an im-
proper display. A bracket
on the plate that ob-
scured the state of the
plate or the numbers on
the plate could constitute
an improper display. 

Powell said, most of the
time, the improper dis-
play is a simple traffic in-
fraction that often results
in either a warning or
ticket. 

However sometimes
the pull over leads to an
arrest if the officers find
the person to have war-

rants or probable cause
that they are committing
a larger crime, such as
driving under the influ-
ence or possessing illegal
drugs. 

State law 8-133 re-
quires the license plate to
be on the back of the ve-
hicle, at least 12 inches
above the ground, and
must not swing and be in
a place that is clearly vis-
ible. Law also states that
no foreign materials shall
be kept on the tag, and it
shall be maintained in a
condition to be clearly
legible. 

The law's been on state
books since 1929 but
amended as recently as
2008.

—Newton Now staff

Chad Gay said he
thought he would have
been out on the road more
than he has been during
his first year as sheriff.

“I almost hate to say it,
but in one year, I’ve made
two traffic stops,” he said.

Neither motorist re-
ceived a ticket.

Any actual law-enforce-
ment work he’s performed
has been minimal, but he
does get invited to speak
to a lot of groups.

“Being around people,
I’ve enjoyed that very
much,” he said.

Gay said he didn’t come
into office with many pre-
conceived notions about
what the job entailed.
Therefore, he couldn’t say
his first year was differ-
ent than what he ex-
pected.

“It’s been really fast,”
he said. “I’ve enjoyed com-
ing into work every day.”

Incoming sheriffs un-
dergo two weeks of train-
ing into which six months
of information is
crammed. The main thing
he took away from the
training was that a sheriff
can get sued for about
anything.

Part of his indoctrina-
tion also involved coming
in and hanging around
the previous sheriff, T.
Walton, for a couple of
days. Gay said he’d only
called Walton, who retired
in Washington, once. He
found a piece of fence in
his new office that had a

hole in it
and a 1987
date in-
scribed
upon it.
The hole, it
turned out,
had been
caused by a
shotgun
blast.

Walton related the
story of how the fence
board came into his pos-
session. A call came into
the communications cen-
ter of a deer that had
crashed through a patio
window of a house on the
north end of Newton. The
animal was running
around the house bleeding
everywhere. Walton’s first
shot at the deer missed,
and the homeowner later
brought him the plank
from his brand-new fence.

Gay said to hear Wal-
ton tell it, deputy Randy
Stults shot the fence, but
he’s certain it was Wal-
ton.

Gay’s first year also has
been witness to some hor-
rific violence. David Lee
Montano killed three peo-
ple at a residence on
Spencer Road before he
was fatally shot by a
Newton police officer on
Feb. 23, and Keith Lane
Hawkins pled guilty ear-
lier this month for killing
Alyssa Runyon and her 4-
year-old daughter, Zay-
lynn Paz.

"It's a little—I don't
want to sound naive—but
this is where I grew up,”
Gay said. “But to see that
kind of stuff is just crazy."

To help combat some of

the effects
of drug-re-
lated vio-
lence, Gay
reintro-
duced a
drug task
force. A
second
deputy

will be focused full time
on investigating drug
crimes beginning next
week.

Gay said he also was
putting more resources
into dealing with mental-
health issues this coming
year. The sheriff’s office is
working with Prairie
View and the National Al-
liance on Mental Illness
on getting crisis interven-
tion team training for
deputies. Four already
have received the train-
ing, and two more will be
getting it in 2018. The
end result will be having
one officer per shift who
has been trained in deal-
ing with someone who is
having a mental crisis.

“Mental health is a
huge deal in a commu-
nity,” he said.

The training is impor-
tant, because some calls
that might be criminal
matters also might be
caused by mental health
issues, he said. The offi-
cers will be trained to de-
escalate a situation and
either handle the matter
through the criminal
process or get a person
the help he or she needs.

Gay also has a Wichita
State University student
at the detention center
who is providing mental

health services to in-
mates.

As for the coming year,
Gay said his focus would
be on clamping down

even more so on the ille-
gal narcotics trade. He
wants to let those in-
volved in selling drugs
know his deputies are on

the job.
“And for them to look

over their shoulder, be-
cause you’ll never see us
coming,” he said.
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Sheriff's office sees busy year with crime and task force
BY BLAKE SPURNEY

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

Gay Walton

Readers ask: What’s the story?

Jazz quartet Organique to
make return

appearance at Bethel
NORTH NEWTON—

Don’t let the cold weather
stop you from hearing
some hot jazz at Bethel
College.

The quartet Organique –
Jim Pisano, Bethel director
of jazz studies, on saxo-
phone; William Flynn, Wi-
chita, on guitar; Jeremy
Thomas, Oklahoma City,
on the Hammond B3
organ; and Pete Zimmer,
New York City, on drums –
is making its second ap-
pearance at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 18, in Kre-
hbiel Auditorium at Bethel
College.

The concert is free and
open to the public (with do-
nations accepted to sup-
port jazz at Bethel), as is a
5 p.m. clinic that same day
with Zimmer and Bethel
Jazz Combo I, also in Kre-
hbiel Auditorium.

“We will be playing origi-
nal compositions, as well
as jazz standards,” Pisano
said. “This concert is part
of a four-day tour, which
also includes a residency
at the University of Cen-
tral Oklahoma, in Ed-
mond, and performances at
the Black Dolphin in
Kansas City.”

Drummer Zimmer, born
and raised in Waukesha,
Wis., has been based in
New York since 2001,
where he has established
himself as one of the top-
call young drummers in
that city’s jazz scene.

Since 2005, Zimmer has
played in many of New
York’s famous venues and
has toured much of the
United States and the
United Kingdom. 

—For Newton Now



The bitter cold weather
hasn’t stopped Newton
residents from pursuing
their New Year’s resolu-
tions.

With the weather pre-
venting much outdoor ac-
tivity, many people are
turning to the Newton
YMCA for their New
Year’s fitness fix.

The Newton YMCA has
seen a nearly 30 percent
increase in traffic since
the start of the year.
YMCA spokesperson
Shelly Conrady said she
expects that number to
continue to grow as the
weather improves.

To accommodate for the
increase in attendance,
the YMCA is offering fit-
ness classes for people of
all ages and experience
levels.

“We prepare for the in-
creased traffic each year
by ensuring we have a va-
riety of classes available
and staff ready to assist
everyone in connecting to
not only activities but also
the people that will help
ensure their success,”
Conrady said.

Among the newly-of-
fered classes is the “New
Year Solution 12-Week
Fitness Challenge,” aimed
at fitness novices looking
to shed some pounds. The
class, which started Jan.
16, takes place every
Tuesday and Thursday
night from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. The YMCA also of-
fers a Wednesday night
“Women on Weights” class
and an eight-week “New
Year New Habits Account-
ability Challenge,” which
begins Jan. 22.

Adult members can also
join the winter adult vol-
leyball league, which
takes place on Tuesday
nights.

Parents attending the
YMCA need not worry. In
addition to daily child-
care, the YMCA offers
classes for children of all
ages, including a parent-
and-child winter gymnas-
tics class, youth
basketball leagues and
swimming lessons.

New members often
have difficulty retaining
their motivation through-
out the year, Conrady
said, so the YMCA makes
a priority of keeping them
engaged and interested.

“No matter when you
start a new wellness rou-
tine, whether in January
or June, it is difficult to
create a new habit,” Con-
rady said. “At the Y, we
encourage new members
to try a variety things. We
work to help them set
goals and find what fits
for them.

“More often than not,
they discover a new friend
or a new interest that
helps keep them moti-
vated.”

Nearly 1,000 unique
species of animals line the
walls of Pet World, a fam-
ily-owned pet shop in west
Newton—but one animal
in the shop isn't for sale.

Harley, a talkative blue
and gold macaw, belongs
to Pet World owner Taron
Langhover.

“She has a 200-word vo-
cabulary,” Langhover
said.

The 22-year-old bird
has grown so attached to
the shop and the cus-
tomers that Langhover
lets her live in the shop
full-time. He often lets
her out of her cage to in-
teract with customers and
the other animals in the
shop, which he has owned
and operated with his
brother, Tad, since 1995.

Harley isn’t the only an-
imal in the shop that
Langhover loves.

“I have lots of pets
here,” Langhover said.

Pet World is open six
days a week, Monday
through Saturday, but
Langhover said that he
spends time with the ani-
mals every day of the
week.

Langhover said that he
has wanted to work with
animals for as long as he
can remember.

"Everybody loves ani-
mals. Who didn't want to
work at a pet store or a
zoo growing up?" Lang-
hover said.

It’s a business that runs
in the family for Lang-
hover, the youngest of
three. Both of his older
brothers work in pet
shops.

“My brothers have done
pets since before I was
born,” Langhover said.

Langhover said that
Newton was the perfect
place to set up shop for
the small-town brothers
from Furley, Kan., a

small, unincorporated
Sedgwick County commu-
nity.

“Newton is a little more
our feel. We’re small-town
people,” Langhover said.

The brothers expanded
the family business in
2008, opening a Pet World
location in west Wichita.

Langhover takes pride

in the variety of animals
he offers at his shops. He
said that it is important
to him for Pet World to be
independent and locally-
owned, because larger pet
shop chains aren’t able to
provide as much variety.

“We don’t have corpo-
rate regulations,” Lang-
hover said. "So we have

more of a variety than any
other pet store, so that's
what sets us apart.” 

As much as he loves his
job, Langhover said run-
ning a pet shop isn't for
everyone.

"Everybody thinks it
would be fun to open a pet
store and run their own,
but you have to do this be-
cause you love it," Lang-
hover said. "There is not a
lot of money involved in it,
and there is a lot of clean-
ing."

In addition to running
Pet World, Langhover
breeds dart frogs and sells
them on his online shop,
Dart Frog Connection.
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219 N Main � Newton
316-283-3811

Mon-Thur: 6:30 am - 5:30 pm
Fri/Sat: 6:30 am - 8 pm � Sun: 10:30 am - 2 pm

Buy 3 Buffets @ Regular Price 
and get the 4th Buffet FREE! 

Of equal or lesser value. Adult and 
senior citizens on Fri & Sat Evening 

and Sun Lunch w/ coupon.
1 coupon per customer per visit. 

Not valid w/ other coupons or specials .
Expires 1/31/18

FREE BUFFET

www.newtonbreadbasket.com

219 N Main � Newton
316-283-3811

Mon-Thur: 6:30 am - 5:30 pm
Fri/Sat: 6:30 am - 8 pm � Sun: 10:30 am - 2 pm

Buy 1 Buffet @ Regular Price 
and get the 2nd Buffet 1/2 OFF! 

Of equal or lesser value. Adult and 
senior citizens on Fri & Sat Evening 

and Sun Lunch w/ coupon.
1 coupon per customer per visit. 

Not valid w/ other coupons or specials .
Expires 1/31/18

1/2 PRICE BUFFET

www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Exotic pet shop in Newton
has deep family roots

BY RAY STRUNK
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

BY RAY STRUNK
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

RAY STRUNK/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
Taron Langhover, owner of Pet World, holds 22-year-old blue macaw Harley. Langhover and his brother, Tad,
have owned and operated Pet World for 22 years. 

“Everybody loves animals.
Who didn’t want to work at a
pet store or a zoo growing
up?”

Taron Langhover

New Year brings increased traffic to YMCA

RAY STRUNK/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
The Newton YMCA has been seeing full parking lots at the beginning of the New Year. The fitness center has
seen a 30 percent increase in traffic. 


