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The Newton Veterans of Foreign Wars building
could go up for sale at a Harvey County Sheriff's
Auction on Thursday, Dec. 28. 

Sheriff Chad Gay confirmed that the building,
1610 SE 3rd St, Newton, was listed among the
properties to be auctioned off in the next sheriff's
public auction. 

Terry Fletcher, State District 5 VFW Com-
mander, confirmed that the location was fore-
closed upon by Community National Bank, which
carried the organization's mortgage. 

Fletcher is part of a three-person administra-
tive committee who he said has been assigned to
get the local Newton VFW Chapter on track. 

“They were missing some reports, and they
couldn't really elect officers, and there were three
of us appointed by the state commander to
straighten things out,” he said. 

The Newton VFW Chapter  is currently holding
meetings at the Fraternal Order of the Eagles

VFW building
to go up for
auction sale

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

When Pat Enos came home one
day, her husband Daryl needed
her to be a model and asked her
to lay on the ground.

“’cause then he'd chalk mark
around me so he could figure out
how to design the box,” Pat said,
adding it looked like a crime
scene.

The box to which she referred is
a casket or coffin, as Daryl con-
structs these for people through
their business, River Mill Woods,
at the Newton outlet mall, 601
S.E. 36th St. He also creates cus-
tom furniture, and Pat is in
charge of item and picture fram-
ing.

Through making coffins and
caskets, the Enos couple has
learned the difference between
the two. Daryl said coffins are ta-
pered, like the old-timey cowboy-
days coffins or perhaps the shape
Dracula uses as a bed, and cas-
kets are squared off and rectan-
gular.

Daryl has an extensive back-
ground in woodworking and de-
sign, as he taught woodworking
and drafting on the high school
level for years and coached, as
well. 

Pat said the idea came to her
after her mom passed away in
2002, when she thought Daryl
should make a casket. Her mom

didn't get one of his handmade
caskets, but their other three par-
ents were laid to rest in his cre-
ations, which are quite beautiful.

“I said, 'Daryl, you ought to
build some caskets,'” Pat said.

The wooden coffins and caskets
basically are Daryl's designs, and
they sell for around $3,200.

“It takes 80 hours to build one,
start to finish,” Daryl said, adding
they don't store them for people.
“We try to have some on hand.”

That's so people will have some
from which to choose.

This past summer, the Enos
couple, who resides one and a half
miles south of Marion, drove one

to Montana, and another time,
they drove one to Missouri to
make a connection.

Out of all the items Daryl
makes, he said caskets/coffins are
the best selling right now.

“The most popular right now
has been the caskets, because I
don't have to redesign them every
time,” he said.

All total, Daryl said he's made
about 40, and Pat said they're
rather heavy.

“Some people just like that
handcrafted look,” Daryl said.

There are no governmental

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Daryl Enos, left, and Pat Enos work out some framing possibilities with a picture at their shop, located in the Newton outlet mall on
Southeast 36th Street.

Framing up a business
River Mill Woods owners have variety of specialties

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Daryl Enos made these coffins. The Enos couple makes everything regarding the coffins
and caskets, from the wooden exterior to the plush interior. 

See VFW / 8

See FRAMING / 8

BLAKE SPURNEY/NEWTON NOW
Arnie McCloud holds a clock stand he fashioned out of wood so he could repair
the clock he attached to it. Arnie's Old Timer Repair, which he operates out of
his home, is the last local repair shop in Newton.

Retired banker Arnie McCloud
started a hobby 30 years ago that
might one day become a lost art.

"When it started, there were six
guys doing clock repair, and they're
all dead," he said. "I'm the last one.

"This is a skill that's going to be
gone, with one exception."

Arnie is teaching his son, Scott,
how to repair grandfather, mantle
and cuckoo clocks. Scott showed an
interest in learning about clock re-
pairs in the past couple of months,
and his father plans to teach him
the trade so there will be another
generation of clock repairs.

"I learned it the hard way," Arnie
said. "I didn't have anyone to teach
me. If you broke something, you
had to figure out how to fix it. And
I've had that happen on more than
one occasion."

His basement work area resem-
bles a lab of a mad scientist. Inner-
workings of timepieces hang from
the ceiling, and tools are neatly
lined along the wall. Every work
order since 1987 is organized
chronologically—how else would he
do it?—in plasitc binders on a shelf.
He's currently up to 3,790.

"I save everything, because you
can't get them anywhere," he said.
"You either have to get them out of

BY BLAKE SPURNEY
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

Time running out for lost art

See TIME / 8

Annual home tour just
around the corner - Page 4

Students are Moore’s 
‘principal’ concern - Page 3

In 2015, when the city purchased the old Dil-
lons property at 320 Main Street for $475,000, it
already had two water monitoring wells that
tested positive for soil and water contamination. 

KDHE detailed such information in a report to
the city recorded Dec. 4, 2017, into the Harvey
County Register of Deeds per state statute. 

The good news for the City of Newton is that
the report details the KDHE's conclusion that the
BNSF railroad is responsible for the presence of
hydro-carbon contaminants on the property that,
at one time, the city planned to build a new police
station on. 

The pollution, according to the KDHE report,
stems from oil and diesel spills at an adjacent
property that belonged to the Atchison Topeka
Santa Fe Railroad, now BNSF. The railroad com-
pany paid for the instillation of monitoring wells
on the old Dillons property in 1992. 

According to the KDHE Report, by 1993, con-
tamination had been detected approximately
1,400 feet “down gradient of the spill” and the
plume of contamination tripled since 1988.

City not on hook
for cleaning up
contamination
� KDHE report shows old Dillons property
tested positive for pollution since ’90s.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See KDHE / 8
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“Bump” up your rate once 
with this special certificate.  

Visit hcu.coop/bump.

BUMP CERTIFICATE RATES AS HIGH AS

2.22%
APY*

Bump Up
Your Savings

TM

Hutchinson | Haven | Newton | Wichita | 800.428.8472 | www.hcu.coop/bump

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA. Limited time offer, membership required, *Annual percentage Yield (APY), penalty for 

Visit www.hcu.coop/bump 
or call 800.428.8472 to open 
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Single Newton mom seriously injured in crash, fund set up on web

A 34-year-old Newton
woman was seriously in-
jured in a three-vehicle
accident around 11:30
a.m. Friday, Dec. 1, on
Interstate 135 and trans-
ported to St. Francis in
Wichita.

According to talk on
Facebook, Pamela Dixon
was seriously injured,
but the Kansas Highway

Patrol report doesn't list
how seriously she was
hurt—only that she was
injured.

The accident happened
at mile post 17 in the
southbound lane on I-
135, or 85th Street North
at Park City.

“A canine was crossing
the interstate on I-135
southbound at mile post
17,” according to the re-
port. 

A 2013 Chevy Tahoe
driven by Loni Mayfield,
50, of Hillsboro, slowed

at the
crest of a
hill for the
animal,
causing
the vehicle
driven by
Dixon, a
2006
Hyundai
Elantra, to strike the
rear of Mayfield's vehi-
cle. Debris from the
Tahoe and Elantra hit a
third vehicle, a 2000 Toy-
ota Sienna, driven by
Susan Jantzen, 63, of

Hillsboro. Jantzen did
not have injuries, while
the report stated May-
field had possible in-
juries.

To help offset costs and
pay the bills, friends and
family established  a
fund at youcaring.com

The fund for Dixon
stated she had received
serious injuries from the
accident.

“Dixon was in a pretty
serious car accident Fri-
day, 12/1 on her way to
work,” the fundraising

page stated. “From what
we have gathered, a dog
ran out onto the road,
and the vehicle in front
of her hit their brakes.
Pam crashed into that
car and was flung into
the windshield. She was
taken to the Trauma
ICU, where they kept her
blood pressure low until
they were able to stabi-
lize her.”

The site also stated her
aorta has been grafted
and her open femur
wound set, and the hospi-

tal is waiting for her to
be stable from cardiac
surgery.

“She is now in cardiac
ICU at the hospital there
in Kansas,” the site
stated. “She has several
broken bones throughout
her body, several lacera-
tions on her face that
they stitched up and
other complications as
well.”

The fund seeks to raise
$50,000 for Dixon. As of
Monday, Dec. 4, a total of
$1,298 had been raised.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Dixon

There’s a solution for when you’re rolling in dough
This past weekend,

my cousin and his
wife were in town

from Colorado, so we got
together for lunch as a
family.

My grandma brought
her amazing cherry and
apple pies along for us to
enjoy, and I had to laugh
at my cousin and his wife
(they were just married
this fall), as they shared
a piece of pie. He ate the
pie, and she got the
crusts.

If that doesn’t mean
good matchmaking, I
don’t know what does.

The discussion that en-
sued about pie crust
made me remember that
I still had a big blob of it
sitting in plastic in my
fridge, leftover from my
Thanksgiving pie baking
extravaganza.

I’m sure a lot of you
have tricks for how you
use your extra dough. 

My mother-in-law likes
to roll it out, sprinkle it
with sugar and cinna-
mon, cut it into strips
and bake it.

I did some looking this
year, and I found two
quick recipes for leftover
pie dough that I liked
and wanted to share.
They’re super simple, and
if you like the taste of pie
crust but don’t want a
pie, I’d recommend either
making or buying a crust
and trying these out.

The first recipe is for
three-ingredient cinna-

mon sugar pie crust cook-
ies and comes from the
blog “The Comfort
Home.” You can find the
original at
http://www.thecomfortof-
cooking.com/2015/08/3-in-
gredient-cinnamon-sugar
-pie-crust-cookies.html. I
simplified her recipe a
bit, but it’s still just the
three ingredients.

The second recipe is
from “Domestic Fits” for
chocolate pie sticks. You
can find it at http://do-
mesticfits.com/2011/08/16
/chocolate-pie-sticks/. She
recommends using an egg
wash, which I didn’t do,
because I was trying to
keep things as simple as
possible.

Three-Ingredient
Cinnamon Sugar Pie

Crust Cookies
Pie dough (any

amount)
Cinnamon
Sugar
Preheat the oven to 350

degrees and line a baking
sheet with parchment
paper.

Roll out the pie dough
to the same thickness as
you would for a pie
(about 1/8-inch thick or
so), and try to get into as
much of a rectangular
shape as you can. Sprin-
kle the whole thing with
some cinnamon and
sugar (do it to your
tastes). 

Roll the dough up
tightly from the long end

and press the seam a bit
so it sticks. 

Slice the roll into one-
half- to one-inch slices
and place them cut side
down on the baking
sheet. They won’t spread,
so you can place them
pretty close.

Bake for about 10 min-
utes or until the crust is
as crisp as you like.

Chocolate Pie Sticks
Pie dough (any

amount)

Chocolate chips
A small bowl of water
Preheat the oven to 350

degrees and line a baking
sheet with parchment
paper.

Roll out the pie dough
to the same thickness as
you would for a pie
(about 1/8-inch thick or
so). Cut it into one-inch
strips with a knife or
pizza cutter. Cut the
strips into about six-inch
sections (although it
doesn’t really matter—

there’s no perfection nec-
essary here). Put a line of
chocolate chips down the
center of one of the strips
and use your finger or a
pastry brush to brush a
little water around the
edges of the dough and
place another strip on
top.

Press the edges to seal
the dough and poke a few
vent holes in the top of
the strip.

Bake for about 10 min-
utes or until the crust is

as crisp as you like.

I really liked both of
these applications. Toss
the scraps on the sheet
also.

The chocolate sticks
would be especially good
with any leftover Cool
Whip you might have,
too—two birds, one deli-
cious stone.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now
and is a Bethel grad. 

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
These three-ingredient cinnamon sugar pie crust cookies are an excellent way to use leftover pie dough.



aIt was just a little
snippet in time—some-
thing people might
hardly have noticed.
Newton High School sen-
ior Devin Brewer sat in
the school office comfort-
ably in a chair, listening
to another student be not
too kind to the school ad-
ministrative assistants.

Brewer told the kid to
be respectful. Brewer did-
n't like what he saw,
maybe because in addi-
tion to the rude behavior,
he saw himself in the
young man, since he was
like that not too long ago.

During his freshman,
sophomore and junior
years, Brewer was going
down a dark road, abus-
ing drugs and alcohol
quite a bit.

“It made my depression
worse,” he said. “Tried to
commit suicide a couple
times.”

If it wasn't for the help
of NHS Principal Lisa
Moore, he might still be
on that road. Brewer said
Moore is almost like an-
other parent figure to
him, and he thought no
one cared about his situa-
tion.

“She helped me realize
what I was doing and
helped me turn my life
around,” said the 17-
year-old, who has a job at
North Dillons and a
child.

“He has drastically
changed for the better,”
Moore said about Brewer.
“Are you planning on
walking across the
stage?” she asked him.

“Of course,” he re-
sponded. “I plan on going
to college, so I need my
diploma.”

“He made some bad
choices, and he turned
his life around,” Moore
said.

She has certain expec-
tations for the students,
and she becomes a men-
tor to some of them.

“I have expectations for
kids,” she said. “I expect
them to do well.”

She believes they
should do well in every-
thing, including atten-
dance.

“You know my expecta-
tions,” she said to
Brewer, asking him if he
thought she was scary.

“You're not scary,” he
said. “A big ol' teddy
bear.”

Moore said some stu-
dents think she's scary
because they don't know
her.

“At first, I thought you
were being mean to me,
and then I realized you
cared about me,” Brewer
said, to which Moore re-
sponded she helped him
because she cares about
him.

“She listened when I
would talk to her about
things,” Brewer said,
adding he'd tell her when
he used, and she'd help
with him not doing that.

Another student,
Michael Moore, ap-
proached the principal to
build a relationship, as
he, like Brewer, wasn't
doing well in school. Now,
they talk, and she stops
him in the halls to see
how he's doing.

“She just checks up on
us to make sure we're
doing all right,” Michael
Moore said, adding he
had a problem with an
“attitude.”

“It was probably [more]
attitude than me and
school combined,”
Michael Moore (no rela-
tion to Moore) said about
school problems.

One thing Moore did to
help Michael Moore was
put him in school at
Brooks Trade Center,
which is part of Newton
High School, for kids to
do schooling online at
their own paces, and
Moore said she follows up
with students as often as
she can. 

The fondness students
have for Moore is appar-
ent. While walking in the
hallway one recent day,
one random student
handed her a cookie,
while another, Callan
Baldwin, talked to her.

“Callan gives me a
high-five every day,” she
said.

Moore is glad she gets
to work with kids.

“One of my favorite
things is working with
students,” she said. “I
still work with students.
They want to talk, e-mail
me. Some kids I stay re-
ally close to because
they're really fragile, and
they just need someone
they can talk to.”

She said the students
feel like they can talk to
her and they feel safe.

Moore enjoys her ad-
ministration job, al-
though she never set up
to become one.

“I love being an admin-
istrator,” she said. “It
gives me more opportuni-
ties to work with fami-
lies, and it gives me an
opportunity to work with
kids. I have a better un-
derstanding where kids
are coming from and why
they're reacting the way
they are.”

One of those students
is Brewer, who said she
helped him get caught up
on schoolwork.

“She stayed on my butt
about it a lot,” he said,
sitting in Moore's office.

Just like with Brewer,
Moore does frequent
checkups with students. 

“Sometimes, it's easy to

fall through the cracks,”
Moore said. 

Now, Brewer has taken
on the role of making
sure other students are
being respectful and
passing their classes. For
instance, on freshman
orientation day, he and
Michael Moore talked to
around 270 students
about passing classes,
being respectful, staying
out of trouble and the
dangers of drugs and how
it can make depression
worse.

Before helping any of
these students, Moore,
who was interim princi-
pal last year and was
named principal this
school year, had a dream
of becoming a teacher.

“I wanted to be a
teacher all my life,” she
said, adding she played
school with her sister
when they were little and
had “fake” students. “We
actually had little school
desks in our bedroom. We
made schoolwork for
them to do.”

Now, her sister teaches
at Berean Academy in El-
bing, and her brother
earned an education de-
gree and is a farmer.

Moore, who's from Syl-
van Grove, graduated
from Kansas State Uni-
versity in 1990 and then
in 2007 from Baker Uni-
versity with a master's
degree in administration
and school leadership.
Raising her children ac-
counts for her education
time gap. Once her kids
were raised and in school,
Moore said she worked on
her master's. She taught
English at Newton High
School from 2004 through
2006, and she wanted to
her a master's degree be-
cause, she said, at the
time, the only way to
move up the pay scale
was to get more educa-
tion.

Moore's resume also in-
cludes teaching at
McPherson High School
for 12 years and being an
instructional coach in
Newton for three years.
She also was administra-

tor at the Alternative
High School and then,
from there, became an
NHS assistant principal.
She and her family
moved to Newton in
2003, and she drove her
kids back and forth to
McPherson for a year and
a half, where the kids
went to school and she
taught. Moore decided
she had had enough of
that, so she got a job in
Newton. Her sister lived
in the area, and her hus-
band was at Bethel Col-
lege in North Newton.

Moore said that a year
ago, she still was doing
student discipline.

“At this point, I could
only see this job day to
day,” she said, adding she
couldn't look to the fu-
ture.

Now, the school has a
fourth assistant principal
who also handles disci-
pline. That position was
vacant last year, and
three of the assistant
principals handle disci-
pline.

“Now I can better see
the future and see things
that are going on that
need to be going on,”
Moore said.

Some of those things in
the future include imple-
menting an Ag Academy
beginning with the class
of 2021, which will have a
team approach, a heavier
interest in ag and a
smaller environment
with agriculture in the
classroom.

Another plan is they're
looking at alternative ed-
ucation because there are
students who don't suc-
ceed in a regular class-
room environment, and
they're trying to decrease
the dropout rate and get
kids across the gradua-
tion stage. They've had
one planning meeting so
far and are at the infor-
mation-seeking stage.

“We have to get some-
thing for kids to help
them be successful in
school,” Moore said.

Under Moore's tute-
lage, it appears there are
students who are success-
ful, and they appreciate
it.

“I have kids all the
time who will thank me
through the years,”
Moore said.

Also, a couple of a
weeks ago Moore cele-
brated a birthday, and a
student wanted to do her
makeup. She asked if
Moore was nervous about
her doing her makeup,
and Moore asked her if
she was nervous about

doing the principal's
makeup. Someone took a
photo of Moore with the
makeup on and posted it
on Facebook. Lo and be-
hold, Moore had a poster
in her office a student
had given her years ago,
which was in the photo of
Moore and her makeup.
The student who had
given it to Moore spotted
it on Facebook.

“You have no idea what
people can remember,”
Moore said. “It's all good.
Those are big things for
kids.”
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'Moore' than a principal: Lisa Moore helps students succeed

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton High School principal Lisa Moore, second from right, talks to students recently during lunch hour at
the school. Students are, from left, Shelby Spreier, Devin Brewer, Xzavion Martin and Jaheem Ray. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton High School Principal Lisa Moore speaks during the school's
2017 graduation, which was in May. 

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com



The Newton City Com-
mission made an unusual
move recently when it
voted to condemn a house
at 527 E. 11th after fire
damaged the dwelling for
the second time in recent
years.

City Attorney Chris
Towle described the
process the city took get-
ting to the point where a
dwelling is ruled to be a
"dangerous structure" and
thus inhabitable.

"These are two separate
actions that run parallel
to each other with sepa-
rate analyses and sepa-
rate hearings," he said.

Under the city's danger-
ous structure ordinance,
commissioners heard tes-
timony from Fire Marshal
Gary Crittenden, Towle
said. Commissioners then
made a determination
that nobody could live in
the residence owned by
Robert Herrington. 

In other words, commis-
sioners had the authority
under city code to rule
that the residence was
"dangerous or detrimental
to the health, safety or
morals, or otherwise inim-
ical to the welfare of the
residents of the city, and
it is hereby deemed neces-

sary by such governing
body of the city to require
or cause the repair, clos-
ing or demolition or re-
moval of such structures
in the manner hereinafter
provided."

Towle said, independent
to that ruling, the decision
to rule whether the house
should be razed started
with a petition from build-
ing inspector Jerry Lewis.
The matter is adjudicated
by an environmental

hearing officer, who in
this case was Municipal
Judge Brad Jantz. City
Prosecutor Matt Mullen
handled the case on behalf
of the city, and Jantz
ruled that the house was
unfit for human habita-
tion.

Towle said a second
finding by Jantz dealt
with the nature of repairs
and that he ruled that the
structure be leveled. Her-
rington appealed the rul-

ing to the city commission.
At a special meeting Nov.
2, commissioners heard
Herrington's appeal. In
lieu of hearing the case
themselves, they also had
the option of appointing a
board to hear the appeal.

Commissioners did not
overturn Jantz's ruling,
but they did grant Her-
rington 30 days to come
up with a plan for repairs
and a financial plan for
how he is to pay for the
improvements, said public
information officer Erin
McDaniel.

"And if the plan he sub-
mitted is not satisfactory,
the environmental hear-
ing order will stand," she
said.

On Nov. 14, commis-
sioners adopted a resolu-

tion at their regular meet-
ing, saying as much.

Towle said the city had-
n't had any other immedi-
ate hazard cases appealed
to the city commission in
the six years he's been
with the city. An owner's
last recourse after com-

missioners ruled that the
building should be demol-
ished is to appeal to dis-
trict court.

A fire initially damaged
the house in 2009, and a
fire in 2015 rendered the
structure uninhabitable
since.

When Michelle Coffman
has the youth group from
church over to her house
around the holidays, the
kids have fun, searching
for Jesus, but not in the
sense of trying to find him
spiritually. They're look-
ing for around 160 baby
Jesus likenesses decorat-
ing the home in a variety
of nativity art.

“When the youth group
comes over, it's like a
treasure hunt,” said Coff-
man, who has around 160
pieces of nativity art,
many of which are nativi-
ties.

Coffman said youth
group members have
questions, like what
makes a nativity and does
it need a manger or sta-
ble? Can it be in a book? 

“We have that conver-
sation,” Coffman said. “I
tried to Google it, and it
doesn't answer that.”

Coffman said maybe
she wasn't patient enough
to dip deeper for the an-
swer. All she could find
was it's a scene depicting
Jesus' birth.

Coffman is youth pastor
at First Presbyterian
Church in Newton, and
her and her husband,
Brent's, home will be one
of four featured during
the 49th Annual Charles
Olson Harmonies in Holi-
day Homes Tour, which
will be at 2 p.m. and 7
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10. Re-
freshments, holiday deco-
rations and live music
will be at each of the
homes.

Coffman said she's been
collecting nativity art for
about 35 years.

“I have the one my chil-
dren played with,” she
said. “My son is 37, so he
played with it. It evolved
into more than that.”

Then, giving a tour
around her home, Coff-
man said she still has a
needlework nativity scene
she made on burlap in the

sixth grade, which is
framed near the home's
front door. Although she
wasn't collecting then,
she still has it, adding it
had started to fray, so she
had it framed. She said
she felt silly taking it to
the frame shop, but they
were excited there.

“They thought that was
a really fun project,” Coff-
man said. 

She also has one from
her kindergarten Sunday
school class.

Coffman said one year,
a friend of her son's,
who's Catholic, had a tra-
dition in his home that
baby Jesus isn't put out
until Christmas day, so
he went around Coffman's
home (he lived down the
street) and collected all
the baby Jesuses that
were out. There were
quite a few. Coffman said
she told him he better re-
member where they all
go.

“He came back on
Christmas and put them
all back for me,” Coffman
said. “That's a lot of Je-
suses.”

Nativities in the home
were given as gifts, or
they were purchased on
trips around the world.
One even came from
Clayworks Gallery in
Newton. 

“It was a natural
thing—you start to collect
storybooks, nativity
scenes and art,” Coffman
said.

Coffman has nativity
art from such locations as
Japan, Mexico and
Alaska.

“That gives you some-
thing specific that you
look for as you travel,”
she said.

When she went to Italy,
Coffman thought she'd be
able to get an “awesome”
one there, but she had no
luck. However, she was
able to find a Madonna.

“We've had eight differ-
ent foreign-exchange stu-
dents, so that gives us
global content,” Coffman
said.

In addition, their oldest

son, the one who's 37, is
in the Air Force and has
been in various places
throughout the planet, so
the Coffmans have been
to Japan, Italy and
Alaska.

“I didn't find an
Alaskan nativity scene,
but they did have a lot of
Russian nativity art,”
Coffman said.

The Russian Orthodox
Church had spread Chris-
tianity to Alaska, Coff-
man added.

From Russia, Coffman

has a set of nesting nativ-
ity scene dolls, and from
Mexico, there's at least
two nativities, one that's
really tiny and another
that has colorful beads
added by hand. 

Around the holidays,
Coffman takes a while to
put the nativities out.

“It usually takes me a
week to put everything
out,” she said. “I like to
make it meditative.”

She likes to remember
where pieces come from,
who gave them to her and

who she was with or she'll
leaf through a book.

Other nativities include
a carved wooden set in
the living room from Ger-
many, sets from Laos and
Hawaii fashioned from
banana leaves, nativity
artwork on the walls, at
least one of which is from
an old Sunday school cur-
riculum from 1943,
stained-glass pieces hang-
ing in a window, one
made from a box by an 8-
year-old friend, finger
puppets and one from Eu-
reka Springs, Ark., Coff-
man got on their
honeymoon made by a
clay artist. In addition,
the family room area has
gold, frankincense and
myrrh. Another, which
was from the Philippines,
has Joseph wearing a tra-
ditional Filipino dress
jacket. Coffman said her
daughter-in-law is Fil-
ipino, and a photo from
the couple's wedding with
their son wearing a simi-
lar jacket is in a bedroom
near the displayed scene.

Another nativity she
found at St. Patrick's
Cathedral in New York
City.

“Once you start looking,
you start finding them,”
she said.

Holiday Home Tour
Locations on the 49th

Annual Charles Olson
Harmonies in Holiday

Homes tour are:
• Cathy Edwards, 507

N. Duncan. “The features
that attracted me to the
house were the big cov-
ered porch, the entryway,
the original wood floors
and all the natural light,”
Edwards wrote. “This
house has 31 windows. I
also love the bungalow
style. I have been updat-
ing my house while main-
taining the charm of that
era. I am an old-house afi-
cionado.”

• David and Marilyn
Reimer, 629 Stone Creek
Drive. This home is a
classic timber frame, or
post and beam, home, one
of very few in the area.
The one and a half-story
home, completed in 1999,
has 2,200 square feet on
the main and upstairs
floors, plus a full finished
basement.

• Brent and Michelle
Coffman, 712 Wedgwood
Drive. “Our house was
built in 1985 by Bill and
Ellen Regier; they added
a sunroom later,” accord-
ing to a news release. “We
purchased it in 1996,
adding a deck and ex-
panding the kitchen in
2008.”

• Eliza Johnson and
Ray Bailey, 600 W. Ninth
St.

“Our home was built in
1990 by the Scott Family,
who originally built the
house across the street at
601 W. Ninth in 1967,”
according to a news re-
lease. “Mr. Scott decided
he wanted a house with
more entertainment space
and an indoor pool, and
hence the idea for our
house was born.”

Tickets are $13 per per-
son. Reservations can be
made at Prairie Harvest,
601 N. Main St. For more
information, call 620-837-
4413.

Refreshments are by
the Newton Treble Clef
Club and Gertrude Olson.

Music includes the
Newton High School
String Ensemble, NHS
Saxophone Ensemble,
Brent Entz on banjo and
the Wichita Chorus under
the direction of Melynnie
Williams.

Two separate tour
times are available on
Sunday, Dec. 10, at 2 p.m.
and 7 p.m. 
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Annual Holiday Home Tour slated for Dec. 10
Coffman residence features

more than 100 nativities

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Michelle Coffman recently sits in her Newton home, looking over a book. The home is decked for the holi-
days, with stockings hung by the chimney and a number of nativity art throughout the home.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
These nesting doll nativity figures are on display in the home of Brent
and Michelle Coffman, which is on the annual home tour.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

How a home gets condemned, as in the case of a recent decision
BY BLAKE SPURNEY

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

BLAKE SPURNEY/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
The City of Newton recently condemned a structure at 527 E. 11th St.
The condemnation of a home isn't common and entails a detailed
process.



The Board of Harvey
County Commissioners
sided with the people in
declining a request from
Sedgwick Township to de-
clare three roads as mini-
mum maintenance.

The township asked the
county to consider chang-
ing the three roads to
lessen its liability if some-
one’s car gets torn up
driving a road that re-
ceives little maintenance. 

The roads in question
are Southwest 84th be-
tween Hoover and West;
South Mission Road be-
tween 96th and 125th;
and Southwest 60th from
Mission Road to Essex
Heights and then north to
48th.

County Administrator
Anthony Swartzendruber
said the roads might be
treated as minimum
maintenance, but an offi-
cial designation by the
county is needed before
signage can be placed
marking a road as such.

Sedgwick Trustee Dan
Andrew told commission-
ers that the township did-

n’t have authority to de-
clare a minimum-mainte-
nance road. 

The Harvey County
Planning and Zoning Ad-
visory Board voted 7-0
against changing the des-
ignation of the roads after
a group of residents spoke
out against it at its Oct. 3
meeting. The county also
received a letter from
Sedgwick Public Schools
stating its intent to con-
tinue using 84th for bus
traffic. Swartzendruber
said most of the opposi-
tion was from people who
used the roads for agricul-
tural purposes.

Commissioner Chip
Westfall said a Cowley
County case pending be-
fore the Kansas Supreme
Court could pose a
dilemma to counties if
counties are held respon-
sible for all signage.

Commissioner Randy
Hague said the decision
should be between Sedg-
wick residents and the
township board. Andrew
said the board voted 2-1
in favor of designating the
roads as minimum main-
tenance.

Westfall countered
Hague’s suggestion, say-
ing the county didn’t have

the au-
thority to
put it all
off onto
the town-
ship, espe-
cially
when
someone
has a wreck
on one of the roads.

Andrew said a farmer
had been grading and
sanding Mission. One as-
pect that officials some-
times forget, he added,
was that the roads also
were used by emergency
vehicles.

“If it’s wet, they’re
done,” he said. “They’re
not going anywhere.”

Westfall suggested for
the county to put up a
sign telling people not to
travel on the roads when
they’re muddy.

Commissioners declined
to take up a resolution
that would have set the
matter for a public hear-
ing.

In other business, com-
missioners:

• Approved a resolution
canceling 24 county
checks that were written
at least two years ago.
The total of the checks,
most of which are $10 re-

lated to jury duty, comes
to $279.50.

• Opened bids submit-
ted by two publications
seeking to be the desig-
nated legal organ for the
county in 2018. The New-
ton Kansan submitted a
bid that would keep the
rate at $5 per column
inch. Newton Now sub-
mitted a bid for $3.75 per
column inch. Swartzen-
druber said he would tab-
ulate a variety of data
that the county put in its
request for proposal and
come back with a recom-
mendation for commis-
sioners next week.

• Approved a new em-
ployment contract with
county counselor Greg
Nye. The amount of his
annual salary will in-
crease from $58,500 to
$69,000. His hourly rate
for handing additional
civil litigation will in-
crease from $75 to $89.

• Approved a one-year
lease extension with ICM,
Inc., that allows the Col-
wich company to operate
a gasifier at the county
landfill. Solid Waste Di-
rector Rollins Schmidt
said he didn’t have any
problem with extending
the agreement because

company comes in for a
day or two and then is
gone.

• Approved the pur-
chase of a van for a cost
not to exceed $38,765
from Flint Hills Fire &
Rescue of El Dorado. The
van will be used by the
communications depart-
ment and will replace a
1992 ambulance that the
department had been
using as a field communi-
cations support vehicle.
Communications Director
Don Gruver said a previ-
ous decision by commis-

sioners to convert a shut-
tle bus into a support ve-
hicle didn’t work out
because of difficulties in
obtaining insurance.

• Approved paying bills
totaling $89,259.99 for
the week ending Nov. 22
and bills totaling
$264.472.67 for last week.

• Held two executive
sessions, one to discuss
confidential data relating
to financial affairs and
one to discuss matters
deemed privileged in the
attorney-client relation-
ship. 
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County says no to Sedgwick Township on road declaration
BY BLAKE SPURNEY

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

Westfall

Truck drivers protest changing regulations

Cindy Marshall said
she's driven her rig 1.5
million miles without an
accident. Gary Harmon,
2.5 million miles. 

The two truck drivers,
call signs Toto and Rat-
tlesnake, respectively,
were a part of a small
crowd that gathered at
Newell's Truck Stop to
protest a change in truck-
ing regulations. 

On Dec. 18, federal reg-
ulations will change how
truck drivers are re-
quired to log their hours.
Instead of tracking their
time in paper booklets,
electronic logging devices
installed in all trucks will
time 14-hour shifts for
the truck drivers. 

Truck drivers will no

longer be able to clock out
parts of their day when
they're not working or
driving. Instead, a timer
starts from when their
day begins. When the
timer hits 14 hours, the
day is over. 

Dana Shifflet of New-
ton said he doesn't have a
problem with the ELD
but the rules it enforces.
He said it seeks to pro-
vide a one-size-fits-all an-
swer for safety and
doesn't allow drivers flex-
ibility. 

“It puts you on a sched-
ule that's totally incon-
venient,” he said. 

Shifflet gave an exam-
ple. He said driving a
truck in Chicago can be
difficult during rush
hour. He said Chicago
drivers don't need to deal
with him on the road, and
he doesn't want to have

to deal with all those
drivers. 

So, he said, under the
previous hour recording
system, a truck driver
could take a nap until
rush hour was completed,
go off the clock until the
rush had passed, and
then continue his route. 

Now that's not possible,
since drivers can only
have 14-hour days, no
matter if they are work-
ing or not. 

B.J. Hamlin worked to
organize the protest in
the Newell's parking lot
as part of a 46-state
protest put on by truck
drivers. 

He said the hope of the
event was to delay, if not
repeal, the new change in
regulations. He said
there's currently a con-
gressional bill, HR 3282,
that would push back

when the regulations go
into effect. 

He said the change
makes it difficult for
truck drivers to schedule
their hours and loads. 

He said, in his opinion,
better training would
make roads safer, not re-
quiring electronic driving
logs in all vehicles. 

Marshall said the
change has begun to
drive up freight rates,
which in turn, will drive
up grocery prices and the
cost of goods for con-
sumers. 

Hamlin said that he
and others believe ELDs
might be an option that
works for some people
but not everyone. 

“What we're saying
about ELDs is we don't
disagree with them but
it's just a tool,” Hamlin
said.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Drivers gather at Newell's Truck Stop to express discontent with federal regulation changes regarding trucking hours. 

NEWS BRIEFS

Outgoing board members
to be honored at next

meeting
The school district an-

nounced that it will honor
four outgoing board mem-
bers for their service in
2017. 

Barbara Bunting,
Renee Erickson, Tim
Hodge and Dick Koontz
will be recognized at the
Monday, Dec. 11, meeting
held at McKinley Admin-
istrative Center. 

Bunting served four
terms and 16 years on the
Newton School Board.
Tim Hodge served six
years on the school board
before stepping down last
September. 

Erickson served seven
and a half years before re-
signing in August after
moving to Wichita. Koontz
served one term of four
years.

Police arrest Colorado
duo for distribution of

marijuana
Two Colorado residents

were ar-
rested on
distribu-
tion of
marijuana
charges
after a
traffic stop
by the
Newton Po-
lice De-
partment
on I-135. 

Newton
Police Lt.
Scott Pow-
ell said po-
lice pulled
over a 2003
Honda CRV
for an illegal display of a
license tag near mile
marker 28 of the highway.

Powell said officers

smelled marijuana coming
from the vehicle and saw
“marijuana shake” or
small pieces or crumbs in
the vehicle. 

Police searched the ve-
hicle and found four
ounces of marijuana. 

Christian Elliot, 22, and
Draven Smith, 20, of Au-
rora, Colo., on pending
charges of marijuana dis-
tribution. 

Powell said police im-
pounded the vehicle. 

—Newton Now staff

Boettger returns to alma
mater to join jazz faculty

NORTH NEWTON—
There’s a new hand wav-
ing the baton for the
Bethel College Jazz En-
semble II.

That hand belongs to
Bethel graduate and Jazz
Ensemble I alumnus Joel
Boettger.

Boettger grew up in
Hesston and is a 2009
graduate of Hesston High
School.

Boettger wasn’t ex-
pecting to end up back at
Bethel after completing
his master’s degree in
jazz at Eastman School of
Music in Rochester, New
York.

See Boettger and
Bethel Jazz II next in ac-
tion at the annual
Christmas Gala Jazz con-
cert, this year at 8 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 8, in Kre-
hbiel Auditorium in
Luyken Fine Arts Center.

Jazz II will play “a re-
ally nice arrangement of
‘We Three Kings’ that is
in the style of Count
Basie, so that will be
fun,” Boettger says.

Jazz Ensemble I is also
on the program for
Christmas Gala Jazz.

—For Newton Now

Elliot

Smith
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Editorial

For once, Newton could get a substantial development
that doesn't require the city to front the risk to make it
happen. 

In April, we wrote an editorial where we called on city
leaders to make sure the juice was worth the squeeze
when considering the requested incentives for a then
$70 million retail, office and residential development
south of Wal-Mart on S. Kansas Ave. 

At the time, it seemed that the city was being asked
to front more than $5 million in infrastructure improve-
ments to make the complex happen and to possibly re-
bate taxes on the property to offset developers
construction costs. 

We didn't want to see the city and taxpayers on the
hook again, stuck crossing their fingers in hopes that a
private business enterprise would return on their prom-
ises. We've seen that go south for the city in the past.

We didn't want the city to agree to huge tax rebates
that negated any possible property tax benefit for local
governing bodies. Policing and providing services to
such a large development costs the city money, and it
should be able to recoup such funds. And any sort of
public investment should require a return on that ex-
penditure. 

So flash forward to the most recent discussions with
Occidental Management, the property’s developer. 

From the information they presented to the Newton
City Commission, they are now offering to pay for public
infrastructure developments to service their site, in ex-
change for having the public infrastructure costs re-
bated off their taxes. 

Negotiations with the city seem to have prompted the
change. City Manager Bob Myers said that the city told
the development company that they couldn't afford to
pay the hefty public infrastructure costs, with no way to
recoup the revenue the city invested. 

Myers also said that the city would not rebate back
the total value of the development over time. 

To be fair, Occidental Management brought its new
plan to the city commission last week to address what
they called miscommunications between the two bodies. 

Regardless of how the deal and requested incentives
have changed, Occidental's new plan presents a consid-
erably better option for the city. 

Occidental paying for the front end of infrastructure
improvements would help negate the risk for the city. It
means the city doesn't face a costly front end bill to
make the process happen with no guarantee of success.
If the project succeeds, the city could rebate the costs of
improvements in taxes. 

The change also represents a bit of a different tune
when it comes to development costs. The group did not
appear to ask for additional tax rebates on improve-
ments they made to the site that were commercially re-
lated. So instead of the site being built and essentially
remaining off the tax rolls until the developers had its
costs rebated away in taxes, now the site would come on
the tax rolls immediately, though public infrastructure
developments would be rebated. 

That sounds fair.
All that being said, this should be read with one huge

caveat: nothing has been finalized or approved with the
whole process. City staff is still crunching numbers on
the Occidental Management plan. All this could change
in negotiation or if more information comes to light. De-
velopment news should be taken with a grain of salt
until an actual business opens. That's a long way off.

Still, the city sticking to its guns and not giving the
family farm away at the whiff of potential development
presents a positive change, compared to practices of the
past, such as the ABI Chemical incentives or the
Kansas Logistics Park development. 

Because it did that, the city is looking at a far better
deal for its taxpayers.

We hope to see measured leadership decisions con-
tinue to come from City Hall. 

—Newton Now Editorial staff

Sticking to its guns gets
the city a better deal

Jim Barnett has been growing
on me. One of Kansas's mil-
lion candidates for governor

has been regularly stopping into
Newton to chat about issues and to
listen to feedback on how to make
the State of Kansas better. 

Pretending to listen usually is a
pretty good routine that most
politicians do, but this guy is actu-
ally taking notes and then using
them to inform policy. 

I know, because he started read-
ing off notes from other communi-
ties he spoke to. He remembers
what he heard the last time he
came to Newton. 

When he talks, he sounds sensi-
ble on most issues. Return the
state to tax policy that makes
sense, make sure the DCF isn't
losing kids and letting them die,
make sure we're not heading the
Department of Commerce with
fraudulent ex pro soccer
players/romance novelists.

That last one sounds like I made
it up. That one actually happened. 

Because of Barnett's general
sanity and his penchant for talk-
ing about sensible solutions to ex-
isting problems, I don't have much
hope for his candidacy in the State
of Kansas. 

He didn't once talk about round-
ing people up and deporting them.
He didn't talk about why toddlers
need firearm access. He didn't talk
about smashing Keurigs or, I don't
know what the big Trump conser-
vative fad is now, defending Ala-
bama pedophiles?

Anywho, Barnett seems like an
OK guy who cares about the state
and generally thinks he can make
a difference. 

Jim Barnett will not get elected
in Kansas. Ed O'Malley, another
Main Street Republican, the kind
that used to run the state in a not
terrible manner, will not get
elected in Kansas. 

We will elect Kris Kobach in
Kansas. 

That's because so many folks be-
lieve that somehow removing im-
migrants from the state,
restricting voting rights, flaunting
free speech and open records re-
quests will make Kansas great
again. 

Those last eight years, those
were just an anomaly. 

Here's the frustrating point for
me. I feel like if people want to
vote that way, they deserve what
they get. 

They deserve to live shorter
lives. 

They deserve to live without a
hospital, with sub par schools,
with their small dusty towns con-
tinuing to die. They deserve to
have kids with polio when they re-
fuse to vaccinate. 

They deserve to continue to fall
behind the nation.

They deserve to live with pollu-
tion, to make less money and to
live with higher raters of poverty.
If that's what they vote for, that,
by golly, is what they get. 

I see plenty of Confederate flags
flying around. They want to be the
South? 

Well then, by Jefferson Davis's
beard, let them make this place
into such a backwater that Missis-
sippi looks like an example of mod-
ern living. 

Want to be done with the federal
government? Let's burn all federal
funding we get. Let's refuse all
grain subsidies. Let's close down

the interstates. Let's throw out the
green back and print the brown
back. 

Let's create a state so dysfunc-
tional and so incapable of provid-
ing basic service that those from
all around will look on in astonish-
ment at our freedom. 

Because when people vote that
way, they deserve what they vote
for. 

The problem is the rest of us in
this state, who care about it as
much if not more, who have been a
part of it as long, if not longer,
don't deserve that. 

And that keeps me from saying
let the state continue to wither
until all are forced to see how stu-
pid their electoral decisions have
been. 

On Thursday, Jim Barnett
asked the group I was in why so
many people were leaving the
state and young people weren't
staying. 

I didn't say it at the time, but
now, thinking upon that question,
the answer is pretty simple. They
know they don't deserve the kind
of governance the rest of the state
has been choosing. 

You compare us recently to Col-
orado, Missouri, Nebraska, Okla-
homa and the comparisons aren't
good. So why should we scratch
our heads when young people
leave?

The monumental task ahead of
whoever is governor is to rebuild,
from ground up, a state system
that's been leveled over eight
years. 

We can vote for one of those peo-
ple, or we can vote for a dema-
gogue.

We've all seen how well that's
been turning out on a national
level.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be
reached at 316-283-7899 or
adam@harveycountynow.com.

We deserve better governance

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

We all have our favorite
Christmas movies and
TV specials. Mine are

“It's A Wonderful Life” and “The
Year Without a Santa Claus.”
Along with all the beloved clas-
sics, there are a few strange and
really terrible specials out there
that might be worth checking out.
Just for the fun of it.

Deemed one of the worst movies
ever made was the 1964 cult clas-
sic “Santa Claus Conquers the
Martians.” I remember seeing this
movie as a kid and being in com-
plete awe of how incredibly weird
it was. In short, it's about a group
of Martians who abduct Santa
Claus from Earth and bring him
to Mars. Pia Zadora, who was
eight years old at the time, plays
one of the Martian children. The
only redeeming quality of the film
is it marks the first documented
appearance of Mrs. Claus. She
shows up again about three weeks
later in “Rudolph the Red Nose
Reindeer.” All in all, this is a bad
movie. If you are going to attempt
to watch it, I would suggest catch-
ing it on Mystery Science Theater
3000. You'll have a lot more fun
than trying to sit through the
original with no comedic commen-
tary. 

One of the more enjoyable and
odd specials that doesn't play any-
more is “Rich Little's Christmas
Carol.” It aired on HBO in 1979.
For those who aren't familiar with
Rich Little, he is one of the great-
est impressionists of our time. In
his adaptation of “A Christmas
Carol,” Rich plays all the charac-
ters using his celebrity voices. A
few include WC Fields as
Ebenezer Scrooge, Paul Lynde as
Bob Cratchit and Richard Nixon

as Jacob Marley. If you are in-
trigued, you can find it on
YouTube. The laugh track and
Little's Edith Bunker as Mrs.
Cratchit are a little unnerving,
but it's still entertaining. 

One of the most controversial
Christmas movies of all time is
the holiday slasher flick, “Silent
Night, Deadly Night.” It was re-
leased before Thanksgiving in
1984 and is about a disturbed
killer in a Santa suit. The film
was pulled from theaters one
week after its release. Part of the
reason was the marketing. Kids
going to the movies around that
Christmas were subjected to
posters of Santa Claus as a killer,
and even worse, previews were
aired during family TV hour right
along with “Little House on the
Prairie.” “Silent Night, Deadly
Night” had both parents and the
PTA freaking out. Siskel and
Ebert condemned it with “shame
on you” as part of the review. My
buddy and I watched it once in
college just to say we saw it. It
gained quite a cult following
through the years, as there are
four or five sequels. If you like the
horror genre and don't have any
kids in the house, it might be
worth checking out. 

I have to end with one of the
best, worst and most obscure
Christmas shows in the history of
mankind, “Star Wars Holiday
Special.” It aired Nov. 17, 1978,
on CBS. Chewbacca is heading
home to see his family, with Han
Solo riding along. They get chased
by a couple of Star Wars destroy-
ers, and the story begins. It intro-
duces Boba Fett for the first time
and starred everyone in the origi-
nal Star Wars except for Kenny
Baker, who played C3P0 in the
movie. The best (worst) part of
this special is it featured several
musical numbers and a cartoon
sequence. There are also a num-
ber of cameos, including Bea
Arthur, Art Carney, Harvey Kor-
man and Jefferson Starship. I
know, crazy, right? The reception
for this special was so awful it
never aired again. It also was
never released on video, except for
a few bootleg copies floating
around the universe. George
Lucas hated it so much he wanted
to “smash it with a sledgeham-
mer.” If you dig around, you can
now find it on YouTube. It's
dreadful, and I highly recommend
it.

Bruce Behymber, M.D., (market-
ing dude), is the advertising man-

ager for Newton Now and The
Edge. He can be reached at

bruce@harveycountynow.com or
316-281-7899.

Check out the best and worst Christmas movies ever

THE ZEN OF BEHYMER

BRUCE BEHYMER The laugh track and Little’s
Edith Bunker as Mrs. Cratchit
are a little unnerving, but
it’s still entertaining.

Acts of service
have life-long effect

At every 4-H meeting, members recite the 4-H pledge.
They pledge their “hands to larger service,” for their
clubs, communities, countries and world. The holiday
season is a time that many of our 4-H members put this
pledge into action.

All over the county, our 4-H members are giving back
to their communities. These acts of service are instilling
a sense of responsibility, respect, compassion and em-
powering 4-H youth with the skills that they need to
lead for a lifetime.

Over the next few
weeks, Harvey
County 4-H mem-
bers will be serving
as bell ringers for
the Salvation
Army, participat-
ing in adopt-a-fam-
ily initiatives,
Christmas caroling
and gathering for
holiday celebra-
tions.

Participation in 4-H events like these develops citi-
zenship skills and empowers youth to become informed
and engaged in their communities. The 4-H clubs that
conduct these events are made up of youth, parents,
grandparents, volunteers.

These groups help youth to develop relationships with
others in their communities.

The overall well-being of a child is largely determined
by their perceived satisfaction in relationships with oth-
ers. A sense of belonging motivates young people to
show respect and concern, as well as make them more
receptive to guidance from caring adults.

Recently, the Kansas 4-H Impact study surveyed
2,600 Kansas youth, ages 8-18 years old, from both
rural areas and cities. The survey was used to provide
concrete evidence of Kansas 4-H’s effectiveness. The
survey determined that 96 percent of 4-H members re-
ported they can make a difference through community
service and 97 percent reported a strong desire to help
others.

4-H learning experiences and service events like those
happening around Harvey County this month will en-
hance young people’s abilities to grow into tomorrow’s
leaders and communicators. The structured learning en-
vironment, combined with encouragement and mentor-
ing, allows 4-H programming to play a vital role in
helping our youth achieve future success.

Hannah Reynolds is the 4-H youth development Har-
vey County Extension agent.

HARVEY COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT

HANNAH REYNOLDS
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Holiday traditions are a
funny thing. What do you
picture when you hear the

words “perfect Thanksgiving”?
For me, they conjure images

from the classic Norman Rockwell
painting. A perfectly coiffed, smil-
ing family gathers around a Dun-
can Phyfe dining table. They
exchange glances of eager antici-
pation as the matriarch of the
family places an enormous platter
topped with a golden turkey at the
table. The patriarch looks approv-
ingly over her shoulder. Predic-
tively, he will brandish carving
tools, slicing pieces of juicy white
meat for the progeny of his off-
spring. 

Now this is when our good
friend “irony” plops down for a
chat. Because the picture I have
in my head in no way represents
reality. 

Sure, I have had some tradi-
tional Thanksgiving experiences
over the years. But my favorites
would never be fodder for Mr.
Rockwell. 

The prior two years rank right
at the top, when Jeff and I deliv-
ered meals for the Community
Thanksgiving Dinner. 

A Newton native, coupled with a
decade or so of experience with
the Harvey County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Jeff was a natural. He easily
navigated his way around town.
We found homes on streets I never
knew existed.

My job was somewhat similar to
Julie the Cruise Ship Director.
Lots of smiling and chatting with
the homebound recipients, while
Jeff mapped out our next direc-
tion. 

The next year, we signed up
early. The sun was shining, and
we quickly worked our way

through the list. 
At our last stop, feeling like we

had more time, we had a wonder-
ful conversation with the resident.
Topics ranged from the weather to
her yard decorations. 

As we prepared to leave, she
abruptly stopped. A look of con-
cern came over her face as she
asked us, “But what about you
two? Do you have somewhere to go
today?” 

This expression of Phileo love
caught me completely off guard.
Obviously, it touched my heart
and is still with me today. 

About six weeks ago, our lives
took an unexpected and unfortu-
nate turn. While that story is one
for another day, Jeff and I quickly
realized Thanksgiving this year
would be different, as my son was
facing knee surgery. 

We tossed around our options.
My mother was jumping at the
chance to make the traditional
meal, but I just could not commit.
I had no idea how mobile he would
be at that point. We finally settled
on Jeff going to his folks for the
traditional dinner while I stayed
home with the kids. 

I found myself completely un-
prepared and uninspired. For six
weeks, my focus had been on work

and preparing for his surgery. The
mere thought of cooking left me
feeling exhausted and melancholy.
Confession time: after the kids
were finished laughing at the
Macy’s parade lip-syncing musical
acts, I served them frozen pizza. I
am quite sure I could lose my
mom card for that one.

Perhaps not surprisingly, the
kids were clamoring to get out of
the house, so we ventured to my
mother’s house. On the way out
the door, I grabbed a puzzle I pur-
chased at a garage sale. 

The yellowed box showed a pic-
ture of several gingerbread homes.
With 1,000 pieces, I figured it
might be a good way to pass the
time. 

As the kids scarfed down the
dinner my mother had lovingly
threw together, I methodically
sorted and organized the pieces at
the table. 

Instead of Mr. Rockwell’s white
linen, our table covering was a
well-worn plastic protector
scrounged from the drawer. In-
stead of a family with eager
smiles, our discerning eyes
scanned to each piece. Instead of a
platter, we used my brother’s cell
phone to prop up the box to see
the picture.

At 12:30 a.m., we made a pact to
walk away. The puzzle was far
from complete, but we are old and
our beds were calling. Despite the
hour, satisfaction percolated
through our fatigued faces. 

The next day, mom sent me a
text stating, “Best Thanksgiving
ever.” Try painting that, Mr.
Rockwell.

Tina Payne is director of Harvey
County United Way.

The best Thanksgiving ever

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

An end to grabbing
and groping

Ever since I was little, it’s
been a family tradition to go
around the table, and each

sibling has to say something that
they are thankful for. Of course,
this year was no different! Once
the last bite of pie had been stom-
ached, without fail, my mom
chimed in to announce that we’d
now be sharing what we each were
thankful for. Unlike most years
when I give a generic answer(s)
such as “I’m thankful for my job,”
etc., I was suddenly overwhelmed
with a deeper feeling of thankful-
ness for the things I have today. 

Living in what I affectionately
call a “construction war zone” has
widely opened my eyes to the real-
ity that there are so many ameni-
ties we all use on a daily basis that
I take for granted. For nearly five
months now, I have been without
a dryer to dry my freshly laun-
dered clothes. That’s when I had to
resort to hang drying each article
of clothing on an indoor clothes
line that I concocted using my
dog’s long line leashes. My drying
method worked great during the
summer months when it was hot,
but as it’s gotten colder, some days
it will take my one load of laundry
nearly three days to completely
dry.

And, of course, by the time that
my clothes dried, there was guar-
anteed to be a small layer of saw
dust coating each article of cloth-
ing as if were trying to disgrace
me and any attempt that I had
made to be a good wife who laun-
ders her husband’s clothes. 

Even though I wanted to take
some “time off” from the house
with my husband and just focus on
spending time with our families
during the Thanksgiving weekend,
my sweet Kendall surprised me
and vented our dryer, so it offi-
cially works now! Once the first
load had been dried and we opened
the dryer door to gaze upon our ac-
complishments, we literally
jumped up and down with joy. I

never ever thought that holding a
warm and fluffy, saw-dustless
towel would bring us so much hap-
piness, but it did. It’s only a small
victory, but it’s one that I never
want to take for granted or soon
forget.

As I continue to tell the tales of
my construction war zoned life,
people often say to me, “I don’t
know how you can stand to live
like that; you are such a trooper.”
Some days I really do wonder if
we’re crazy, but 99 percent of the
time I really do think it boils down
to having an attitude of thankful-
ness. 

I’m thankful for the red-necked
coat rack that Kendall made me
out of a trashed 2-by-4 and some
screws. I’m thankful that we have
a roof that’s now officially insu-
lated and has stopped the cold
gusts of wind from creeping up on
you when you’re trying to take a
warm shower.

I’m thankful for the bumps and
the scrapes and the bruises I got
from attempting to carry a 250-
pound cabinet up the steps with
my husband, because it taught us
a lesson on how we need to com-
municate more/better so that we
can avoid the bumps and the
scrapes and the bruises in the fu-
ture.

Even though the sounds of tiny
little mice feet keep me up at
night, I am thankful for the re-
sounding noise of a mouse trap
SNAP! and the comfort in knowing
that tomorrow night’s sleep will be

better. In a weird way, I suppose I
am even thankful for the sawdust
that keeps showing up in every lit-
tle nook and cranny of my life, be-
cause it’s another reminder to me
of progress and that things are
getting done.

It’d be so easy for both Kendall
and I to complain about our cur-
rent living situation, but we
choose to be thankful instead and
cling to the hope that this will last
only for a season. Whatever stage
of life you may be in right now,
whether you’re still living in that
construction war zone stage or
you’ve already reached the finish
line, we all still can find so many
things to be thankful for.

So the next time that you pull
your laundry out of the dryer, do a
little happy dance for me and be
thankful for those glorious, warm
and fluffy towels. 

Courtney Critchfield is the mar-
keting director with the Newton

Area Chamber of Commerce.

Warm, fluffy towels may cause happy dances

BRINGIN’ THE PAYNE

TINA PAYNE

HOME ON THE CHANGE

COURTNEY CRITCHFIELD

KOBACH CAMPAIGN BALLOON

My morning tradition of checking Twitter on my
smartphone to see the outlandish Tweets sent out by
President Trump currently seems to have been replaced
by a morning tradition of seeing news notifications
about celebrities or politicians who were most recently
fired or accused of sexual harassment.

Matt Lauer, Sen. Al Franken, Judge Roy Moore, Har-
vey Weinstein, Charlie Rose, Louis C.K., Kevin Spacey
along with a bunch of people most of us haven’t heard of
have all been accused of some sort of harassment, open-
ing the floodgates of a societal reckoning on the harass-
ment of women.

Good. It’s about time.
Since this topic has become a national conversation,

I’ve heard from several women I know about how com-
mon this sort of thing has been.

Any guy would know some level of harassment was
around. Many of us have heard the type of “locker room
talk” referenced by President Trump to defend himself
against his past inappropriate commentary regarding
women.

However, I’m betting most men didn’t realize just how
commonplace and persistent sexual harassment has
been, and we definitely have not comprehended the de-
gree to which men would stoop to exert their power over
the opposite sex.

Like bullying in schools, I’m not sure this sort of thing
will ever go away. We can bring as much attention as
we want to these issues, but there will still be bad peo-
ple who will attempt to wield the weapons of oppression
over their victims. It doesn’t have to be that way.

Within the context of the current conversation, you’d
think men across the world have no control over them-
selves and harassing women is just part of some sort of
innate gender pattern.

But it is quite the opposite. It is really easy to not sex-
ually harass women.

There is no inner battle of male behavior, pitting self-
control vs. some primal trait to express dominance over
women.

We don’t have to develop a skill of appropriate con-
duct that goes against some basic rule of masculinity.

Harassment is simply unacceptable.
Grabbing and groping has to go.
Cat-calls and degrading commentary has to go.
Acceptance of bad behavior by people in power, even a

beloved morning TV news show host or controversial
president, has to go.

For older men, a claim of coming from “a different
time” is no excuse, because this sort of behavior was as
wrong then as it is now. That has to go.

Treating everyone with respect shouldn’t have to be
demanded, or forced by threat of legal action. It’s time
for society to take up this cause and end grabbing and
groping and every associated harassing behavior.

Guest editorial by Dan Thalmaan is the owner and
publisher of the Washington County Review.

I’m thankful for
the bumps and
the scrapes and
the bruises I got
from attempt-
ing to carry a
250-pound 
cabinet up the
steps with my
husband...

Editorials

Folks, be careful out there as the weather starts to get
cold. 

It might not seem that way, with weeks of strange,
spring-like temperatures, but soon winter weather will
be upon us. 

That's going to up our community’s risk of fires. 
We've seen a lot of fires of late and worry we will only

see more. 
The weather's been dry, and wind and the far warmer-

than-average temperatures haven't helped out the fire
risk in the area.

Last week, a grass fire swelled up south by the
Chisholm Trail shopping center. 

So be careful if you're lighting chimineas in the yard.
Make sure you're not throwing sparks out of your car
window. Keep fires under supervision. 

That's generally a good rule of thumb outside, and it
goes doubly for inside. 

This time of year, people start looking for extra sources
of heat. A house was significantly burned in prior weeks
from what is likely a fire caused by a heat lamp. The fire
engulfed propane tanks, causing an explosion that threw
shrapnel into the night. Quick work from our local fire
department prevented that fire from spreading to an-
other house. 

So if you do start using devices like heat lamps or
propane heaters, be careful. 

Follow directions on the devices. Don't keep them going
while you sleep. Don't overload them on extension cords. 

That's how electrical fires start. 
And if you're using anything gas related, make sure

you have a carbon monoxide detector with batteries in it. 
They're inexpensive and worth the money when you

consider the alternative. 
Carbon monoxide has no smell and is silent. Without a

detector, you have no way of knowing if your gas appli-
ances are putting off dangerous fumes. 

And while we're worrying about stuff, now is a good
time of year to make sure your car and its tires are in
good working order. 

We haven't had a whole lot of snow for the past few
years, but that doesn't mean it won't hit this year.

Pack safety supplies in the trunk, including a first aid
kit, water and coats and blankets. 

A bit of precaution with all these issues we mentioned
go a long way. 

We hope we all have a safe winter this community and
that we have as few cold weather issues to write about as
possible. 

—Newton Now editorial board

Use your head and stay
safe this winter
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building. 
According to the Harvey

County Treasurer's office, the
organization also owes
money for back taxes or spe-
cial assessments on the prop-
erty. 

The property is tax ex-
empt, due to it being owned
by the VFW. However, it still
has an annual bill of $380 in
special assessments. The
treasurer's office said that
the post is still delinquent on
2016 and 2017 taxes. 

The Harvey County Trea-
surer's website shows, for
2016, the post owes $380 in
special assessment taxes for
the year. 

The Harvey County Regis-
ter of Deed's office shows an
outstanding department of
labor lien on the property for
$931.66

Vogts-Parga Construction
was also recently in conver-
sation with the site’s owners
about purchasing the prop-
erty. 

Scott Seier of Vogts-Parga
said that they made an offer
and it was declined. 

The building was built in
1999 under a $200,000 build-
ing permit. 

The land the building sits
on is valued at $14,000. The
building is valued at
$507,000, according to the
county appraiser website.

VFW
From Page 1

In 1994, one monitoring
well detected contamination.
By 1997, both wells did so. 

The recent KDHE report
determined that the BNSF-
Newton Railyard is currently
under a voluntary agreement
to address the pollution and
that the City of Newton, or
whomever purchases the
property, is not responsible
for the pollution and will not
be required to pay the ex-
penses of pollution mitiga-
tion.

City Engineer Suzanne
Loomis said if plans for de-
velopment of the site move
forward, KDHE would help
work as a mediator with the
railroad to get the pollution
cleaned up. 

The report identified a
wide range of contaminants
in the property’s soil and its
groundwater, including ar-
senic, lead and various kinds
of benzene. 

Soil tests also yielded pe-
troleum hydrocarbons.  

The testing conducted in
September of 2017 was
prompted by limited site test-
ing in early 2016, which was
done to prepare for possible
construction of a police sta-
tion. The limited site testing
found hydrocarbons in the
soil. Plans to build a new po-
lice station have since been
put on hold. 

City Manager Bob Myers
stated that, at the time of the
purchase, the city did not
know about contamination of
the site.

“Under the agreement we
had with the seller, we ac-
cepted the property ‘as is,’ al-
though with the owner also
certifying that, to his knowl-
edge, there were no contami-
nation issues nor had there
been any activities on the
property which might have
caused contamination is-
sues.”

He said at the time the city
was dealing with a motivated
seller of an important piece of
downtown property and a
price below market value. 

He said the city did know
historically there is some risk
of contamination from nearby
railroad sites but that the
KDHE had processes in place
for dealing with such contam-
ination. 

Myers said he didn't be-
lieve the site's seller, who
lived in Nevada and pur-
chased the site in 1999, had
direct knowledge of the pollu-
tion. 

Myers said, at the time,
any environmental issues on
the property were viewed as
manageable. 

He said the city's viewpoint
today is that the issues need
to be dealt with.

“Even if we do not end up
using this property for a law
enforcement center, we think
it is important to get the old
structures demolished and
get the contamination issues
remediated,” he said. “This
would then allow the prop-
erty to be redeveloped into
something which will serve to
upgrade the overall appear-
ance of the downtown and
possibly provide room for a
type of downtown business or
businesses which will serve
as retail traffic generators for
the benefit of the entire
downtown.”

KDHE
From Page 1

something else or make them."
McCloud said he acquired

much of his supply chain from
an estate sale of another clock
repairman. He simply kept his
arm up at the auction until he
cleaned out the late gentleman's
inventory.

So rare is the skill that Mc-
Cloud makes house calls to
Hutchinson, Sterling, Great
Bend and Pretty Prairie. He'll
go to a customer's residence and
take out the gizzards and bring
them back to his shop for re-
pairs. He said a lot of his work
involved hand-me-downs from
previous generations. For in-
stance, a customer may want a
grandfather clock fixed so that
grandma's wedding gift can be

passed along to the grandchil-
dren.

"I just take out the move-
ment, the working parts out,
and bring it to the shop, clean it
and oil it, whatever it takes,
and take it back," he said.

For all the time he puts into
the craft, McCloud charges a
flat fee, ranging from $65 to
$200. He's repaired a half dozen
clocks for free.

"I could tell it was a major
economic issue for them, and
you could tell by the house," he
said.

McCloud said he picked up
the hobby when he and twin
brother Terry were visiting
Mount Rushmore with their
wives. They stopped in a jewelry
and clock store, and for some
reason, he found what made the
clocks tick interesting. 

"I always kind of blame it on

curiosity," he said.
From there, he started read-

ing any kind of service manual
he could find. The work fits well
with his mechanical mind. Re-
pairing a clock requires a lot of
patience and the ability to un-
derstand soldering and gear ra-
tios. He also has several
remote-controlled boats and a
drone he uses to take pictures of
water towers. As he pointed out,
one can't get a good picture of a
water tower from the ground.

Sometimes, the challenge
gets frustrating to the point
where he's tempted to throw a
clock in a trash can.

"That's how you cope with
those kind of things: you just
set it down and walk away," he
said. "The key is to know when
to do that. You do it when
you're about to destroy every-
thing."

McCloud has enough other
interests that he'll just move on
to genealogy. He's also compiled
35 big binders of family connec-
tions.

Cuckoo clocks can be particu-
larly baffling, he said, because
all the levers have to be in sync
for the bird and bellows.

"I hate the stupid things," he
said.

His wife, Joyce, also isn't a
fan of the infernal noisemakers,
especially when a bunch of
them start donging at once.
Their bedroom sits right above
his shop. Arnie said he nor-
mally set the different clocks in
his shop three to five minutes
apart so they don't all go off at
one time. 

"If I'm awake, I can hear a
cuckoo clock cuckooing, and of
course I count to see if it's
right," he said.

TIME
From Page 1

guidelines regarding coffins and caskets. Daryl said they
just need to fit in the vault and don't fall apart.

Although there is a duplication process with caskets,
Daryl said there isn't with custom furniture, making it
have a heftier price than if he had a duplication process
with it. Because custom furniture is a one-time thing,
he's not always sure about charges, because he won't
know how long it'll take to make something, so he can
give a ballpark estimate on pricing.

His biggest project was a trophy case at Marion High
School, which is housed in the aquatic center/gymna-
sium area. Daryl's wood shop is at home, and he goes to
the store at least once a week.

“He's good at drawing things up and figuring things
out,” Pat said. “He's a good design man.”

Another big part of their business is picture and
item/memorabilia framing. Quite a few of their cus-
tomers are regulars, like a couple in Wichita who buys a
lot of art and likes it framed. There's also a woman from
Colorado, who ships her stuff to the shop, and a gal from
Lewis, who sends them her cross-stitch work. There's a
man from Lyons, who has them frame railroad memora-
bilia, such as postcards. In addition, local artist Bob
Regier gets his work custom framed there, and they've
done historical things for Fort Larned.

“The famous piece around here is my grandma's
dress,” Pat said about a framed dress accompanied by a
photo of her grandmother wearing it in 1899 when she
was 3 years old.

“You frame football jerseys, ballet shoes and rat-
tlesnake skin,” Daryl said, regarding certain items they
frame.

“That's something else,” Pat exclaimed, talking about
the rattlesnake skin she framed one time for an older
rancher from the Flint Hills.

“He walks in here one day,” Pat said, adding as she
imitated him, “'Got something for you to frame.'”

“What's in here?” Pat said she asked him.
“Why don't you open it and find out?” he asked her.
Turned out to be old, brittle rattlesnake skin. Pat said

when the man was 12, he clubbed a rattlesnake to
death, removed its skin and wore it around his waist as
a belt for a short time. Because it was so brittle, Pat
wasn't sure how to frame it, so she talked to taxider-
mists. They suggested she soak it in glycerin, which she
did for a month. That did the trick, and she was able to
frame it. Turns out, the snake had 11 rattles and was
four feet long.

Pat wasn't exactly sure how to charge the man for
soaking the snake in glycerin. There was no real set
price for that.

“That's probably the hardest thing for me to do is act
like a businesswoman,” she said.

Including the places already listed, like the Flint
Hills, customers come from all over, including Hesston,
Halstead, Galva, Goessel, McPherson, Hillsboro,
Hutchinson, Goddard, Lyons, Newton and North New-
ton, and they get new customers every week, if not daily.

This business, that's been in seven locations since
1993, has grown over time. Each move either was neces-
sitated by them growing or needing to take care of their
parents. Pat started framing part time 1993, when they
lived in Lewis, where Daryl taught school.

“I started framing on the side to help the family in-
come,” Pat said.

“I taught for 25 years,” Daryl added. “Fifteen were at
Lewis.”

In Lewis, they had a shop at their home, and then
they moved to Marion in 2000, since their parents
needed them. Marion is their hometown. There, Pat
framed full time, and Daryl started making custom fur-
niture full time. They had a storefront in Marion until
2012, when they decided to relocate their business in the
Newton outlet mall, first by Vitamin World and now at
its current location near what used to be called Dress
Barn, which is a larger space.

“Marion was good to us, but Marion is a small commu-
nity,” Pat said. “We had to get more exposure, more peo-
ple.”

They said Dean Davis, who used to have a frame shop
in the Copies & More building in Newton, was instru-
mental in them moving into the factory outlet. He
thought they should move out there and had thought
about doing that himself at one point. 

“We had built a frame shop out at the house [near
Marion] and naively thought people would drive a mile
and a half to get there,” Daryl said.

They like where they are now.
“We're here,” Pat said. “We're not moving again for a

long time. This has been a God-blessed location.”
They moved into their current large storefront in

March 2015 after a busy holiday season.
“After a big Christmas season, we kinda looked at

each other,” Pat said.
“We're out of room,” Daryl said, completing her

thought.
This year has been booming for them.
“It's been the best year ever,” Daryl said, adding sum-

mer usually is a slow time in the framing business but
not this year.

Families like to have historical items framed.
“We do a lot of historical things for families—a lot,”

Daryl said.
Regarding framing, they do almost everything them-

selves in the back room, and they don't restore things,
however. They do all the work except dry mounting.

Pat said she's glad she's married to a woodworker, be-
cause sometimes items needing framed require extra
depth or are an unusual shape. 

Regarding framing pricing, Daryl said they're at 25
percent off the standard retail pricing guidelines, al-
though they price differently with shadow-box kinds of
items.

“It's a whole different deal,” he said.
The name of their business comes from their Marion

County home, as they have woods and a nearby river.
Also, if they look out their back yard, there's an old mill
sitting there.

“We're in the process of buying this old mill from
Daryl's siblings,” Pat said.

FRAMING
From Page 1

BECKI YODER/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
Kelly Linnens puts a donation in the red kettle for Georgia McGlone. "My grandfather was a bell
ringer," Linnens said.

If you listen closely, you can hear
the tintinnabulation in Newton com-
munity, that is, bell ringing. 

It's the sound of the Salvation
Army red kettle bell ringers but also
the sound of a considerable fundrais-
ing campaign in the Newton commu-
nity.

The red kettle campaign has set a
goal of raising $43,000 this year for
Newton. It's regularly raised more
than $40,000 in the past, according
to Wendy Basye, administrative as-
sistant, caseworker and kettle coor-
dinator for the Newton Salvation
Army. Bayse said the group started a
week early this year and is always
looking for help. 

“We always have room for more
volunteers,” she said. “Being a bell
ringer is just one way to serve.”

A considerable number of groups
do serve as part of the tradition,
from the Kiwanis to the Lions Club
to four local 4-H clubs scheduled to
ring the bells this year. The effort
raises money for the local Salvation
Army Chapter, but volunteers say it
can also be rewarding.

“I enjoy the excitement of it, and I
enjoy seeing the people,” Georgia Mc-
Glone said.

McGlone, 81, has been a bell
ringer for four years.

“I’ll keep it up as long as I can,”
she said.

McGlone has gotten to know the
ins and outs of the donators during
her time ringing.

“The donations right now are
pretty steady, but they really pick up
the week before Christmas,” she
said.

Other bell ringers, like Matt Bur-
ton, are just starting out. He said he
was looking for a way to give back to
the community. 

“I like seeing the people,” he said.
“Newton is a very generous commu-
nity.”

The “ringers” brave all sorts of
weather—rain, sleet and snow. Some
also bring unique styles to the bell
ringing process, playing music, sere-
nading the shoppers with Christmas
carols or in one case, dressing up in a
full Santa Claus suit.

Jacob Easley, a second year ringer,
dresses in a reindeer costume.

“Last year I wore a cow costume,”
he said. “The costumes make people
smile; it makes it fun. It just warms
my heart to help.”

The fundraiser also provides a way
for some good-natured rivalry. 

Dec. 22, from 4 to 8 p.m. will be a

special competition of the local EMS
departments called “The Battle of
the Royal Badges.” The Newton Fire
Department will be working both
doors at Wal-Mart. The Newton Po-
lice Department will be working at
South Dillions, and the Harvey
County Sheriff’s Department will be
at North Dillions. The goal is to see
which department raises the most
money in the four hours.

The Salvation Army also sets other
goals to hit outside of bell ringing,
such as the Harvest of Love food
challenge, which sets a goal of rais-
ing money and collecting cans to con-
tribute 30,000 pounds of food. 

Food and monetary contributions
can be dropped off at the Salvation
Army office, located at 208 W. 6th.
Office hours are 9:30 a.m. to noon
and 1 to 3 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day.

Bayse said all money raised stays
in the Newton community. 

Those who would like to sign up to
be a bell ringer or who would like
more information about the Newton
Salvation Army may call Wendy
Bayse at 316-283-3190.

Community members give
the ins and outs of bell ringing

BY BECKI YODER
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

BECKI YODER/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
Jacob Easley, known for his costumes, puts on
a reindeer costume to ring bells at Wal-Mart
Last week.

“I like seeing 
people. Newton is
a very generous
community.”

—Matt Burton
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Rita M.
Myers, 88,
passed away
Thursday,
Nov. 23,
2017, at New-
ton Medical
Center. Rita
was born
April 25,
1929, in Lin-
coln, the daughter of
Arthur and Laura (Mont-
gomery) Nelson.

After graduating high
school, she married Lester
L. Myers on June 7, 1947,
in Lincoln. Rita worked at
Barnard State Bank for 36
years until her retirement
in 1991. She was a mem-
ber of the First Baptist
Church in Barnard, until
moving to Newton five
years ago, and later
changed her membership
to the First Baptist
Church in Newton.

Rita is survived by her
two sons, Jim Myers and
wife Barb of Newton, and
Steve Myers and wife

Janet of
Nashville,
Tenn.; grand-
children,
Tonya, Kim-
berly, Tyra,
Keegan and
Ian; and three
great-grand-
children, Lau-
ren, Max, and

Emma.
She was preceded in

death by her husband,
Lester, her parents, two
brothers and one sister.

Funeral service was on
Wednesday, Nov. 29, at
the First Baptist Church
of Barnard, with Pastors
Chip Bungard and Dennis
Finch presiding. Inter-
ment followed at the Milo
Cemetery in Barnard.

Family suggests memo-
rials to Barnard Commu-
nity Center or First
Baptist Church Barnard
and may be sent in c/o Pe-
tersen Funeral Home, 215
N. Main, Newton, KS,
67114.

RITA MYERS

Ruth Quir-
ing Mueller
Boese died
Thursday,
Nov. 30,
2017, at New-
ton Medical
Center. She
was born Dec.
10, 1925, at
Goessel to
Peter P. and Anna Reimer
Quiring.

Ruth was baptized in
1941 at Alexanderwohl
Mennonite Church in
Goessel and attended
Hochfeld Grade School,
Goessel High School and
Bethel College. 

Ruth married Ernest
Mueller on Aug. 10, 1945.
Ruth and Ernie raised
their family on a small
farm east of Halstead.
Ernest died Feb. 5, 1966.
She married Paul L. Boese
on Aug. 23, 1968. They
ran the Newton Dairy
Queen together until his
death July 7, 1976. Ruth
then became a realtor in
Newton.

Ruth always loved the
mountains of Colorado,
and in 1980, she decided
to pursue a long-held
dream and moved to
Woodland Park, Colo.
Ruth continued to sell real
estate while in Colorado
and also began her own
business, “Gram’s Cookie
Cutter,” selling decorated
cookies.She was a cook
and baker extraordinaire.
She will never be sur-
passed in her ability to

crank out the
most delec-
table batches
of peppernuts,
gingerbread
houses or
zwieback, and
her beautiful
holiday tables
were a sight to
behold.  

Family was important.
She had a very close rela-
tionship to her siblings
and their spouses. There
were many enjoyable
times spent together play-
ing games and singing.  

Ruth was preceded in
death by her parents; sib-
lings, Ernest Quiring (who
died in infancy), Edna
Cook Schmidt, Martha
Wedel, Hilda Ratzlaff,
Otto Quiring and Bertha
Friesen; son, David Boese;
and by her great-grand-
son, Maddox Crabtree.  

She is survived by her
children, Patricia and
Charles Friesen, Elaine
Mueller, Jody Boese and
Flo Rutherford, James
and Melanie Mueller,
Joan and Bruce Reed, and
Paul Boese; seven grand-
children; and many great-
grandchildren.  

A memorial service will
be at 3 p.m. Tuesday, Dec.
19, at Bethel College Men-
nonite Church in North
Newton. 

A memorial in Ruth’s
name has been estab-
lished with Heifer Inter-
national, 1 World Avenue,
Little Rock, AR, 72202.

RUTH BOESE

Monte A.
“Goose”
Phillips, 63,
died Thurs-
day, Nov. 30,
2017, at Wes-
ley Medical
Center in Wi-
chita. He was
born July 26,
1954, in New-
ton to John W. and Gwen
(Richards) Phillips.

Monte was a member of
the Salem United
Methodist Church, the
American Legion and Ea-
gles AERIE 2516, all of
Newton.

He was employed as a
machinist at AGCO in
Hesston for nearly 17
years. Monte also worked
on the family farm south
of Newton. He had a love
of animals and nature; he
loved to care for the ani-
mals that were on the
farm throughout the
years, including many
dogs, barn cats and rais-
ing sheep. 

Family was important
to Monte, and he looked
forward to spending time
with his mother and his
sister and her family. He
also enjoyed the time he
spent with his friends.

Monte’s
legacy of giving
will live on
with the “Gift
of Sight” he
shared follow-
ing his death.

Monte is sur-
vived by his
mother, Gwen
of Newton; sis-

ter, Marci Phillips of Val-
ley Center; and a host of
nieces, nephews and
friends.

He was preceded in
death by his father, John
W. Phillips.

A gathering and visita-
tion will be from 5 to 8
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9, at
Petersen Funeral Home
with the family receiving
friends from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
at the funeral home. A cel-
ebration of Monte’s life
will be at 1 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 16, at the Newton
American Legion with
Pastor Adam Welty pre-
siding. Private family in-
terment will be in the
Greenwood Cemetery in
Newton.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Caring Hands
Humane Society or Ameri-
can Legion in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.

MONTE ‘GOOSE’ PHILLIPS

Kelly Kath-
leen Hogan
passed away
Nov. 20, 2017,
at St. Francis
Hospital in Wi-
chita.

Kelly lost her
life to leukemia
following a
bone marrow
transplant. Kelly was 52.
Kelly was born June 18,
1965, in Wichita to Dick
and Judy Hogan, who pre-
ceded her in death.  

Kelly grew up in New-
ton. She graduated from
Newton High School in
1983 and went on to get
her bachelor’s degree from
Wichita State and her
master’s degree in social
work from The University
of Kansas. 

Kelly is survived by her
partner, Lori Thomas;
Lori’s daughter, Eva
Parish; friends, Teresa
Gaede-Driver and Larry
Barth; and beloved dog,
Gabby. She also is sur-
vived by brother, Mike
Hogan; sister-in-law,
Jana of Valley Center;
niece, Bailey of Warrens-
burg, Mo.; nephew, Ethan
of Manhattan; brother,
Tim Hogan; sister-in-law,
Sonya; nephews, Noah
and Caleb, and niece, Ju-
dith of Lawrence; brother,

Danny of New-
ton; niece,
Kasey of Man-
hattan; nephew,
Corey of
Hutchinson; and
sister-in-law,
Holly Hogan of
Hutchinson. 

Kelly spent
her last days

surrounded by family and
friends. She spoke often
of how truly fortunate she
felt for the people in her
life. She made many new
friends along her journey.
Kelly was deeply loved
and will never be forgot-
ten. Kelly requested a cel-
ebration of life to be held
in her honor for family
and friends.

The celebration of life
will take place from 2:30
to 5:30 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 9, at the First
United Methodist Church
of Valley Center in the
Wesley Celebration Cen-
ter, 560 N. Park Drive,
Valley Center. In lieu of
flowers, please make a
contribution to Caring
Hands Humane Society in
Kelly’s name. Caring
Hands Humane Society,
1400 E. Third St., New-
ton, KS, 67114. Condo-
lences may be left for the
family at www.bak-
erfhvc.com.

KELLY HOGAN

Connie L. (Poole) Nelson passed away on
Wednesday, Nov. 29, 2017.

Connie, the daughter of Lero R. Poole
and Mildred M. (Cannon) Poole, was born
in Holly, Colo., on March 13, 1936. Connie
attended Newton High School and gradu-
ated with the class of 1954. Connie mar-
ried Bill Nelson on May 18, 1956. He
passed away on Nov. 22, 2011.

Connie was a member of St. Luke
Church, being the treasurer for many
years and serving on several committees. Connie was
the secretary at South Breeze Elementary School for
many years. She had such fond memories working
with John Bevan, principal, and the many students
who attended South Breeze School during her time
there.

Connie was an excellent seamstress and enjoyed
doing needlework. The many cross-stitch pictures she
made are treasured by her family. She loved garden-
ing, and the many plants and flowers in her yard and
the home thrived under her care. Connie’s family
brought her such joy; she enjoyed spending time with
her children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
She enjoyed attending their sporting events, musical
events and other activities.

Connie leaves behind two daughters,
Kim (Dan) Durbin, Newton, and Kelley
Nelson, Kuwait; one son, Kyle (Nikki) Nel-
son, Park City; five grandchildren, Jeremy
Smith, Jennie (Matt) Williams, Cameron
Nelson, Caleb Nelson and Peter Nelson;
and four great-grandchildren, Antonio Tor-
res, Taylor Smith, Maddox Williams and
Jaden Williams. 

Other survivors are her sister, Joan
(Gary) Mattix, The Woodlands, Texas;

brother Tom (Frances) Poole of Prosper, Texas; and
their families.

Connie was preceded in death by her parents, Lero
and Mildred Poole, and her husband, Bill Nelson.

Connie’s family would like to thank the staff at As-
bury Park for the wonderful care she received while
she was a resident there. They also would like to thank
Good Shepherd Hospice for the kindness that was
shown to both Connie and her family during her final
days. 

A memorial service was on Monday, Dec. 4, at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home Chapel.

Memorials are suggested to Asbury Park or Good
Shepherd Hospice in care of Petersen Funeral Home in
Newton.

CONNIE NELSON

NORTH NEWTON—Jerry Lee
Brockman, the son of Raymond
and Evelyn Vaughn Brockman,
was born on April 16, 1944, in
Prairie Grove, Ark. Jerry died on
Thursday, Nov. 30, at Newton
Medical Center in Newton at the
age of 73.

The family moved to Wichita,
where Jerry was raised and at-
tended schools. In 1962, he enlisted
in the U.S. Army. Jerry returned to
Wichita, where he lived until mov-

ing to North Newton 10 years ago.
Jerry loved to fish and collected

Native American memorabilia.
He is survived by three sons,

Timothy Brockman, Jerry Aukes
and Eric Aukes; two daughters,
Tammy Brockman Rowlett and
Kayla Brockman; his mother, Eve-
lyn Brockman; brothers, Wayne
Brockman, Jimmy Brockman, Earl
Brockman and Carl Brockman;
and one grandson, Corbin Rowlett.

Jerry was preceded in death by

his father and one brother, Don-
nie.

Memorial services were on Mon-
day, Dec. 4, at Broadway Colonial
Funeral Home in Newton. Private
inurnment took place at
Resthaven Cemetery in Wichita.

A memorial has been established
with Caring Hands Humane Soci-
ety, and contributions may be sent
to Broadway Colonial Funeral
Home, 120 E. Broadway, Newton,
KS, 67114.

JERRY LEE BROCKMAN

Thursday, 
Dec. 7

10 a.m.—Community
chat and coffee at Grand
Central

6 p.m.—Wrestling dual
at Salina Central

6:30 p.m.—Newton Pa-
rade of Lights, downtown
Newton

6:30 p.m.—Newton
Toastmaster meeting at
the Newton rec Center

7 p.m.—Bingo night at
the American Legion

Friday, Dec. 8
1 p.m.—Bingo and

prizes at Grand Central
4 p.m.—Swimming boys

varsity meet at El Dorado
4 p.m.—Family movie,

“Jumanji,” at the Newton
Public Library 

6 p.m.—Girls basketball
game at Newton High
School

6 p.m.—Live nativity at
Salem United Methodist
Church

7:30 p.m.—Boys basket-
ball game at Newton High
School

8 p.m.—Bethel Christ-

mas Jazz Gala at Krehbiel
Auditorium 

Saturday, Dec. 9
9 a.m.—Wrestling tour-

nament at Douglass High
School

9:30 a.m.—Newton Area
Cancer Support Group at
Breadbasket 

10 a.m.—Newton Music
Department Fundraiser

2 p.m.—Faith and Life
Peppernut contest

9 p.m.—80 Proof Engine
concert, Moxie Grill and
Brew Pub 

Sunday, Dec. 10
2 p.m.—F.O.E. Auxil-

iary Christmas Children's
Party

6:30 p.m. --McPherson
community brass choir
performance, Alexander-
wohl Mennonite Church,
1304 K-15 Hwy, Goessel

Monday, Dec. 11
7:30 p.m.—Newton

High School Jazz Concert
7 p.m.—Square dance at

Grand Central

Newton
Dec. 3
Arrests:
Trevor Marcum, 21,

Newton, warrant, 100 Blk
E Fourth St

Jermain Stockman, 37,
Newton, criminal tres-
pass, 100 Blk E Seventh
St

Kiwanis McKenzie, 22,
Newton, driving with in-
valid license, 1200 Blk N
Ash 

John Clipper, 33, New-
ton, aggravated assault,
1700 Blk E Eighth St

Kelly Wedd, 43, New-
ton, domestic battery, SW
Fourth St and Elm

Criminal calls:
Criminal damage, I-135

Highway
Domestic Disturbance,

300 Blk N Elm St

Dec. 2
Arrests:
Cesar Gustavo Silveyra-

Martinez, 21, disorderly
conduct, 400 Blk E First
St. 

Gerald Vetter, 59, New-
ton, DUI, 1200 Blk S
Washington

Draven Smith, distribu-
tion of marijuana, Aurora,
Colo., I-135 Mile Marker
28

Christian Elliot, 22, Au-
rora, Colo., distribution of
marijuana, I-135 Mile
Marker 28

Ashley Blackwell, 18,
Newton, domestic battery,
700 Blk W 15th St

Efrain Lazaro, 31, New-
ton, aggravated domestic
battery, 700 Blk W 15th
St

Michael Cooksey, 47,
Newton, driving while ha-
bitual violator, 100 Blk W
12th St

Rochelle Atwood, 51,
Newton, warrant, 1700
Blk S Kansas Ave

Samuel Alvarado-
Nunez, 20, Wichita, driv-
ing while suspended, I-135
Mile Marker 33

Justin Pilgrim, 38, New-
ton, attempted burglary,
800 Blk E Seventh St

Denise Carson, 31, God-
dard, possession of opi-
ates, 1500 Blk E 12th St

Ashley Gaona, 19, Lib-
eral, possession of mari-
juana, 200 Blk W Eighth
St

Teara Compton, 19, Lib-
eral, possession of depres-
sant, 200 Blk W Eighth St

Dec. 1
Arrests:
Christopher Mueller,

35, Halstead, DUI, 200
Blk W 10th St

Amy Campbell, 42,
Newton, interference with
law enforcement officer, I-
135 Mile Marker 30

Scott Hatker, 43, North
Newton, violate offender
registration act, I-135 Mil
Marker30

Trenton Tuttle, 18,
Newton, distribution of
marijuana, 700 Blk S
Meridian

Jody Clark, 29, Wichita,
theft of property and serv-
ices, 600 Blk Medical Cen-
ter

Criminal calls:
Aggravated assault,

1400 Blk S Kansas Ave
Drug violation, 400 Blk

Highland Newton 

Nov. 30
Arrests:
Anthony Velazco, 18,

Newton, violate protection
order, 200 Blk E Sixth St

Bryce Davenport, 26,
Wichita, driving while ha-
bitual offender, 500 Blk N
Main

Criminal Calls:
Criminal trespassing,

400 Blk Wheatridge Court

Nov. 29
Arrests:
Chase Ray, 33, Newton,

driving with invalid li-
cense, 700 Blk N Olive

Francis Johnson, 48,
Newton, possession of
marijuana, 700 Blk of
Olive

Ramon Sarmiento, 28,
Dallas, warrant, Harvey
County Detention Center

Rafael Lopez-Tovar, 30,
Wichita, warrant, 100 Blk
W Elm St

Blair Austin, 26, Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk W
Elm St

Julio Aceves, 49, Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk W
Elm St

Joshua Faulconer, 19,
Augusta, possession of
marijuana, US Highway
50 Mile Marker 272

Travis Walton, 32, Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk W
Elm St

Tamica Sanchez, 33,
Halstead, warrant, 1100
Blk W Woodside St.

Criminal Calls:
Domestic disturbance,

100 Blk Southport Dr
Larceny, 1200 Blk N

Main St

Nov. 28
Arrests:
Dante Williams 24, 800

Blk N Walnut, interfer-
ence with law enforcement
officer

Bobbie Farmer, 33,
Newton, obstructing war-
rant service, US Mile
Marker 272

Sarah Morgan, 37, Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk E
Sixth St

Jennifer Russel, 29, Wi-
chita, driving while sus-
pended, 400 Blk E
Broadway

Criminal calls:
Larceny, 1300 Blk N

Main St.

North Newton
Nov. 30 
Arrest:
Brennan Brown, driving

while suspended
Criminal Call:
Dorm room burglary,

Bethel Campus

Nov. 29
Arrest:
Mandy Loewen, 31,

Texas, driving with sus-
pended license

Nov. 27
Criminal call:
Dorm room burglary at

Bethel Campus
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Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!
Your classified ad will appear in all of these papers - Hillsboro
Free Press, Newton Now and The Herington Times...reaching
every Marion County household as well as Newton Now and

Herington Times subscribers.

Call 620-947-5702 or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Line ads: 
$7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 

(minimum of 1x2 
at $25.50)

Classified Deadline Mondays at Noon

The Morris County Sheriff’s Department is 
accepting applications for a 

FULL TIME DISPATCHER
Applicant must be at least 18 years of age, have a high school
diploma or GED and must be able to pass a criminal history

background check and have a valid Drivers License
Applications and job description may be picked up 

at the Sheriff’s Office. EOE
Applications will be accepted until position is filled.

The City of Hillsboro, Kansas 
seeks a qualified individual for Public Works 
Maintenance Worker/Street Department

Apply:  Send resumes and applications marked “PW
Maintenance Worker/Street Department” to:  City Clerk,

City of Hillsboro, 118 E. Grand, Hillsboro, Kansas
67063 by Friday, December 15, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  

Call 620-947-3162 for an application and job description
or go to http://www.cityofhillsboro.net/application-for-

employment.html.  EOE
Great Plains Federal

Credit Union
is accepting applications

for a full-time teller 
position. Qualified 

applicants should possess
previous customer service

and cash handling 
experience. Organization,

attention to detail and 
accuracy required. 
Apply in person at 

Great Plains Federal 
Credit Union, 110 West D,
Hillsboro, KS 67063. EOE

Member NCUA

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN) and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)have
purchased some of the following classifieds. Determining the value of the service or
product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-
vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals,
directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order
selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstances should you send
money in advance or give the client your checking account, license ID, or credit card
numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and
note that if a credit repair company does business only over the phone it is illegal to
request any money before delivering its services. All funds are based in US dollars.
Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.

Independence, Respect and
Dignity since 1899

Bethesda Home in 
Goessel, KS currently has 
opens for CNAs and
Licensed Nurses

Should you desire to help fulfill
our mission, as a Christian 
Community, dedicated to 

providing the highest quality of
care, please apply online at: 

www.bethesdahome.org. 

We are an EOE employer, 
offering a competitive salary and

benefit package.

Attention 
TCT Cooperative 

Members!
TCT is seeking qualified 

candidates for the Board of
Directors to represent 

Districts 1, 2 & 3. Qualified
applicants must be an active
member of the Cooperative in

good standing and should
possess business, finance and

budgeting skills, be able to
work as a team member 

by listening thoughtfully to
other’s ideas and suggestions,

and have time to commit to
board meetings, planning 

sessions and special events.
Candidates should also have

an understanding of the needs
of their community.

For more information, or to
apply online, please go to

www.tctelco.net
and click on the board 

application information icon.
Deadline to apply is 
January 12th, 2018.

Driver 
Locomotive Service Inc. – Herington, KS

Locomotive fueling: Class–A CDL with Haz-mat
and tanker endorsement req’d. Home daily,

competitive wages, paid vacation, 
paid holidays, health benefits. 

Please apply online at: 
www.locomotiveservice.com 

or leave a mssg at (303)362-3348

Dietary Manager
Prairie View Newton has an immediate opening for a Dietary

Manager. Responsible for assessing dietary needs of patients

and planning/providing food services for patients, staff and

guests. One year management/supervisory experience 

required. Registered dietitian preferred.

Visit www.prairieview.org to apply. EOE

Applications may 
be picked up at 

1500 E. Lawrence, Marion
Or call 620-382-2858 for

more information. 

Marion County Special
Education Coop 

has an opening for 

Half-time Para 
at Goessel High

School  

St. Luke Medical Clinic
is looking for a Front 

Office Receptionist.

Must have excellent 

people skills, good work

ethic, reliable, be a team

player and willing to

learn. Full-time status

Please contact Tammy

Snelling, Clinic Manager 

@ 620-382-2033;

Ext. 503

535 South Freeborn

Marion, KS  66861

Apply online @

www.slhmarionorg

Fulltime RN Nursing
Position Open at 

St. Luke!
Day Shift; 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Contact:  Sharon James,
CNO @ 620-382-2177; 

Ext. 179

Apply online:  
www.slhmarion.org

St. Luke Hospital and 
Living Center

535 South Freeborn
Marion, KS  66861

Salem Home currently
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash
PH: 620-947-2272

Or obtain an application at:
Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

* C.N.A. Day & Evening
Shift available

* PT CMAIMMEDIATE OPENING
Marion County is seeking a 
person who likes to clean.

A custodial position
is now open for the Courthouse
complex.  Work involves prima-
rily custodial duties. Custodial

experience and some basic
maintenance knowledge pre-
ferred. Must be reliable and
able to work independently.
Background check required.
This position also includes

basic yard work and clearing
snow in the winter.  Full benefit
package. References required. 
Applications available at the
Marion County Clerk’s Office:
200 S. Third St., Suite 104,

Marion, KS or at 
www.marioncoks.net. 

For more information, contact
the County Clerk’s Office at
620-382-2185.  Open until

filled. EOE.  

Position Available 
at USD 410

Custodian Wanted: 
Hillsboro USD 410 is seeking a
person to serve as a custodian

at HMHS. This person is 
responsible to help keep 

classrooms, offices, hallways,
restrooms, lunchroom and
buildings in clean orderly 

condition. Duties are to sweep,
mop, vacuum, clean, dust, and 

remove trash and other 
duties as assigned. 

This is a part-time school-year
position up to 30 hours per

week. Health insurance benefit,
personal and sick leave, paid

holidays, and retirement 
benefit provided.  

Application deadline 
December 7.

To apply, contact 
Carla Harmon, USD 410 Cen-
tral Office, 416 S. Date Street,

620-947-3184 or 
Carla.Harmon@usd410.net

EOE

1 Employment
Kennel Tech needed.  Position requires
thorough care of animals and facility in a
physically demanding, fast-paced work
environment.  Typically 6AM to late morn-
ing, weekends and holidays required.  Ap-
ply at Caring Hands Humane Society,
1400 SE 3rd St or online www.caring-
handshs.org. 48-2tc

Part time help needed on dairy farm in
Goessel. Afternoons and evenings, work-
ing indoors. Call 620-747-9016. 49-1tp

2 Announcements

Antique Sale
Huge Antique & Misc. Sale!! Dec. 8 & 9,
9am-4pm. 7505 South Gracehill Rd. in
Shed. 2 miles West of Whitewater on 196.
49-1tp

Community Info
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3 Auctions

4 For Sale

Appliances
Whirlpool Duet washer & dryer, like new, side
by side or stackable. GE dishwasher. Call 620-
947-3280. 49-1tc

Firewood
Firewood For Sale! $80 a pickup load, will
deliver. Call Rick at 620-382-5744. 44-14tp

5 Services

Childcare
Now Enrolling! First Steps to Success In
home Childcare in Hillsboro has opening
for all ages of children. Call 620-504-8432.
46- 7tc

6 Real Estate

For Sale
Real Estate Office and Rentals BNR 316-
283-4920 or 316-772-3695. 45-4tp

2 Bedroom Senior
Apartment

Call 620-947-2272

• Must be 55 years old 
or older

* NO Maintenance fees
* Utilities Included

7 For Rent

Apartments/Homes

House For Sale! 92 Lakeshore Dr., Marion
County Lake. Close to Marion Reservoir. 4
bedrooms, 3 bath (1 w/ jazzuci tub), Open
floor plan: kitchen, dining and living room.
2 car oversized attached garage. Full size
finished basement. Plenty of storage plus
the best view of the Lake!!! See Zillow for
pictures!!! Call 316-804-4232 or 620-323-
0093 for appointment. 48-2tp

6 Real Estate

For Sale
Real Estate Office and Rentals BNR 316-
283-4920 or 316-772-3695. 45-4tp

7 For Rent

Apartments/Homes

Herington Heights Development is 
taking applications for our

NEWLY REMODELED 1 -2 APARTMENTS!
Featuring: All new! Central High efficient air conditioning
w/ programable thermostats • Dishwasher • On demand

water-heater • Frost-free refrigerator w/ice maker • 
Self-cleaning Range with micro-hood • Washers and dryers • 

Ceiling fans • Mini blinds

Herington Heights Apartments
201 E. Helen St., Herington, KS - 785-258-2510

Income limits apply. EHO

7 For Rent

Apartments/Homes
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

211 S. Lincoln 4 bedroom, 1 bath house.
Kitchen appliances furnished. No smoking.
No pets. $675/mo  620-877-7887. 40-tfn

Cute 2 bedroom North Newton Home 316-
284-4202. 47-4tc

2 BR Townhouse Hesston 316-284-4202.
47-4tc

House four rent, North Newton. Four Bed-
room, three bathrooms and kitchen appli-
ances. Fireplace. No pets/no spoking. $950
dollars a month. $950 deposit. Call 316-
284-3890. 48-3tp

For Rent: 2 bedroom house, central heat
& air with appliances, located in Hillsboro.
620-245-1648. 48-2tc

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

Financial
Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS or
State in back taxes?  Our firm works to re-
duce the tax bill or zero it out completely
FAST. Call now 866-758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call 785
655 9430 or go online to Chuckhenry.com
for pricing, availability & Freight esti-
mates.

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions ac-
cepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-
268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or As-
bestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your
family may be entitled to a substantial fi-
nancial award. We can help you get cash
quick! Call 24/7: 855-510-4274

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-
gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA ap-
proved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind pay-
ing your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan
Modification? Is the bank threatening fore-
closure? CALL Homeowner’s Relief Line
now for Help!  855-401-4513

Updating your bathroom does not have to
be expensive or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call 855-324-
2317 today for a free in home consultation.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-1682 (Mon-Fri
8am-9pm CT)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net.  High-Speed.  Available Anywhere!
Speeds to 25 mbps. Starting at $49.99/mo.
Call for Limited Time Price!  877-578-8005
(Mon-Fri 8am-8pm CT)

SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLE-
MENT!  FREE QUOTES from top
providers.  Excellent coverage.  Call for a
no obligation quote to see how much you
can save!  855-587-1299

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW  JULY 8-9 SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-3
TOPEKA KANSAS EXPOCENTER (19TH &
TOPEKA BLVD) INFO: (563) 927-8176
www.rkshows.com

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support after-
wards. Choose adoptive family of your
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL
& IN) (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes. Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-
283-0205 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. No
contract or commitment. We buy your ex-
isting contract up to $500! 1-800-919-3588
(MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-
800-712-9365 (MCN)

Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV. Bundle &
Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS Genie HD-
DVR. $50/month for 2 Years (with AT&T
Wireless.) Call for Other Great Offers! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card when
you sign up today - Limited time Only.
CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Stop paying too much for cable,and get
DISH today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn
more about our special offers! (MCN)

DISH NETWORK. TV for Less, Not Less
TV! FREE DVR. FREE Install (up to 6
rooms.) $49.99/mo. PLUS Hi-Speed Inter-
net - $14.95/mo (where vailable.) Call 1-
855-434-0020 (MCN)

Lower that Cell Phone Bill. Get 2 lines of
unlimited data for $100/mo. with Auto-
Pay—taxes & fees included. Video Stream-
ing & Mobile Hotspot included. Limited
offer/Restrictions Apply. Call Today and
Save. 855-549-9399 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED!! Make $1000 A Week Mail-
ing Brochures From Home! No Experience
Required. Helping home workers since
2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start Immedi-
ately! www.WorkingOpp.com (MCN)

CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and bene-
fits. Matching 401k. Bonus’s and tax free
money. Experience needed. Call Scott 507-
437-9905. Apply on-line
WWW.MCFGTL.COM (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimpor-
tant! WWW.HomeBucks.US ###### FREE
GOVERNMENT MONEY! www.BillionDol-
larFund.net (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, call: 866-871-
1626 (MCN)

Reduce your total credit card payments by
up to 30% to 50%! Call Consolidated
Credit NOW! 844-764-1891 (MCN)

Buying a home and need a mortgage?Or,
have a home and want to lower your
monthly fees and refinance? Getting a
mortgage is quicker and easier than ever.
Call now! 855-715-4721 (MCN)

FOR SALE
TRAILER SALE! 2017 6’X12’ V-nose, ramp,
radials $2,775.00; 7’X12’ single axle, V-
nose, ramp, radials CAP. 3,280 lbs. two-
bike or trike trailer;6’X10’ 10k dump
$4,899.00, 990 gallon fuel trailer; Scissor
lift trailer; 82”X16’+2’ car hauler 7k brakes
$2,385.00; ST205/75D15 New trailer take-
offs $65.00 each. 515-972-4554 www.Fort-
DodgeTrailerWorld.com (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 888-438-6461 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613
(MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Ship-
ping! 100 Percent Guaranteed. CALL
NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

OXYGEN- Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 855-995-5653 (MCN)

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or As-
bestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your
family may be entitled to a substantial fi-
nancial award. We can help you get cash
quick! Call 24/7: 866-924-0504 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. Call
NOW!! 877-291-4724 (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. Call today 1-888-403-
7751 (MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT &
PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST PRICES!
Call 1-888-389-0695. www.cash4diabetic-
supplies.com (MCN)

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 60 tabs $99
includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-0780
(MCN)

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immediately.
Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently & Safely.
Guaranteed Results. FDA Licensed. Free
Brochure: 1-800-354-3944 www.DrJoelKa-
plan.com (MCN)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement
Systems Inc. Call us for all of your base-
ment needs! Waterproofing, Finishing,
Structural Repairs, Humidity and Mold
Control. FREE ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-
640-8195 (MCN)

Save money with solar! Custom Designed
Systems, Free Maintenance, Free Quote &
Design. No Out of Pocket Costs. Call now!
866-944-4754 (MCN)

Water Damage in your Home? Call now for
a free, fast quote. Insurance approved.
Help restore your piece of mind! 866-865-
1875 (MCN)

Leaky Faucet? Broken toilet?Call NOW
and get the best deals with your local
plumbers. No hassle appointment setup.
Call NOW! 866-865-1875 (MCN)

Got Mold- or think you might have it? Mold
can be hazardous to you and your family’s
health! Get rid of it now! Call our experts
and get a quote today! 855-398-7133(MCN)

SAVE THOUSANDS ON SURPRISE
COSTLY HOME REPAIRS!! With Nations
Home Warranty we pay 100% of covered
Home repairs! CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE
TODAY!! 888-925-8106 (MCN)

Get the perfect yard without lifting a finger!
Everything you need from lawn care, soil
analysis, weed control, pest control, and
more! Call Now 855-675-5704 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service is
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-442-5148
(MCN)

Paying too much for car insurance?Not

sure? Want better coverage? Call now for

a free quote and learn more today! 855-

417-7382 (MCN)

Moving out of state? Best Interstate Mov-

ing and Storage offers a FREE Quote and

A Price Plus Promise. Call 855-428-6241

Now! (MCN)

PERSONALS

MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid op-

erators, just real people like you. Browse

greetings, exchange messages and con-

nect live. Try it free. Call now: 800-357-

4970 (MCN)

WANTED TO BUY

Want to purchase minerals and other

oil/gas interests. Send details to: P.O. Box

13557, Denver CO 80201(MCN)



Abby Schmidt, a fresh-
men from Newton playing
for Bethel College, earned
her second player of the
week honor of the season
from the KCAC. This

week she was the defen-
sive player of the week. 

Schmidt averaged 14.5
points and 11 rebounds
the past week in games
against Tabor and Kansas
Wesleyan. She shot 62.5

percent from the floor and
recorded nine blocks and
four steals. 

She had a six-block per-
formance against Kansas
Wesleyan, the most by a
Bethel women's basket-

ball player since 2013.
The women's team lost

both games, 64 to 53
against Tabor and 51 to
36 against Kansas Wes-
leyan, giving the team a
4-7 record for the season.

Newton High School is
having a different kind of
fundraiser this year, and
although it might be eas-
ier than other fundrais-
ers, students are not
laying down on the job.

What they're selling to
get money for the music
department is mattresses,
which band director Greg
Bergman hopes are easier
for students to sell than
other fundraising items,
like candy or wrapping
paper.

“The advantage is the
kids don't have to go door
to door to sell anything,”
Bergman said. “When I
first pictured it, I pictured
kids carrying mattresses
up and down the streets.”

That won't be the case
at all.

Willis Gym at NHS will
be set up like a mattress
store from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9, so
if anyone needs a mat-
tress and box springs,
that's a great time to do
it. Mattresses sell from
$200 all the way up to
$3,000, depending on
what people want to get.
Mattresses also will in-
clude name brands, like
Beautyrest and others.
For sale will be the usual
sizes of mattresses, from
twin to king with elevated
feet.

“Prices are competitive
with what you'd find in a
furniture store,” Bergman
said.

One band student, An-
thony Kaufman, thinks
this fundraising is a step
above others.

“It's better than the
other fundraisers because
it's more practical,” he
said. “What they're get-
ting is more practical, I
guess.”

“I agree with him,” an-
other band student, Lacey
Luinstra said. “I think it's
a good idea.”

She said mattresses
last a long time, like 20
years. For instance, she
said her sister, Lindsey
Luinstra, a couple of
years ago was handed

down a mattress her
grandparents got when
they first married.

Band students, includ-
ing the Luinstra sisters,
Kaufman and Brandon
Montgomery, will be at
the sale on Saturday.

“I want to wear the
mattress costume,” Kauf-
man said upon learning
some students will get to
don it.

Custom Fundraising
Solutions is conducting
the fundraiser, and the
representative is a band
parent out of Goddard,
Bergman said.

“There will be over 20
brand-name floor models
on display for customers
to try,” the Facebook page
stated. “All beds pur-
chased are brand new,
made to order and have
factory warranties. Save
money compared to retail
stores.”

School district person-
nel will get 10 percent off,
as will active military,
first responders and po-
lice officers. 

Bergman said they
hope to have the mat-
tresses and box springs

delivered by Christmas.
“They deliver to their

door,” he said, adding
they don't, however, haul
off old mattresses.

What money from the
event the school gets is
based on what they sell,
so they would get $75 to
$150 per mattress sold,
depending on the mat-
tress. They'll also get a
quantity bonus. 

The mattress sale is the
school's first time doing
this.

“Every little bit helps,”
Bergman said.

That help will go to-
ward needed items.

“Our budget goes only
so far, and this is our way
of getting more instru-
ments and print music,”
Bergman said.

Since the school doesn't
require students who play
large instruments, like
tubas, to purchase their
own, they supply them,
and these instruments are
getting old. They wish to
purchase such instru-
ments as a drum set, tuba
and baritone sax.

“We've got a couple of
’em that're hanging by a

thread,” Bergman said.
“They're probably 40
years old.”

For instance, the tuba
probably is 40 years old,
and it's not meant to last
that long, he said. One in-
strument that's used at
the middle school
(Bergman also instructs
band at Chisholm Middle
School) has notes that
don't work anymore.
These are the kinds of in-
struments that don't get
better with age, like a
Stradivarius violin.

“They're not antique
old; they're just old,”
Bergman said.

Bergman said there's a
student at the middle
school who thinks his
mom played the same
drums he's playing now
when she went to school
there.

“We get a lot of use out
of our instruments,” he
said, adding one of their
instruments was made in
1959, and they aren't
built to last more than 40
to 50 years.

“These have been lov-
ingly used by students for
years and years and

years,” he said.
Some of the instru-

ments Bergman has to
take back and forth from
NHS to CMS. However,

some instruments, like
the chimes, are too big to
transport, so they do
without.

They use money from
capital outlay for instru-
ments for repairs and
supplies they need.

“Big-ticket items are
harder to come by,”
Bergman said.

The idea locally came
into being after Bergman
heard music teachers
from other towns talk
about it and its success.
Those schools included
Lawrence High School,
McPherson, Derby and
some in northeast
Kansas.

Bergman said they just
need to get the word out,
and they're doing that
with fliers and yellow
yard signs around town.

Even Bergman himself
got a mattress.

“My family needs one,
so we got one,” he said.
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Buy a mattress, help Newton High School
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton High School students,
from left, Lacey Luinstra, Lindsey
Luinstra, Brandon Montgomery
and Anthony Kaufman are among
the band students taking part in
the mattress fundraiser for the
school's music department.

Schmidt gets player of the week honors
FOR NEWTON NOW

NEWS BRIEFS
Man found with pry bar

arrested for burglary 
Newton police arrested

a man for attempted bur-
glary after they allege
finding him red handed
with a pry
bar in his
sleeve, at-
tempting to
break into a
house. 

Around
2:30 p.m. on
Dec. 2,
neighbors of
a vacant house in the 800
Block of East Seventh
called the Newton police
to report a man checking
doors and windows, trying
to enter the building. 

Newton Police Lt. Scott
Powell said police re-
sponded, and according to
reports, found a man
standing at the front door
of the building with a pry
bar in his sleeve. 

Justin Pilgrim, 38, of
Newton was arrested on

charges of attempted bur-
glary. 

—Newton Now staff

Newton volleyball
tournament approaching

The Newton YMCA will
hold a volleyball tourna-
ment on Sunday, Dec. 17.

The tournament will be
co-ed, require players to
be at least 16 years of age
and feature T-shirts as
well as bragging rights for
the winners. 

The cost of the tourna-
ment will be $75 to enter.

Brass concert coming up
in Goessel 

GOESSEL—The 17-
piece McPherson Commu-
nity Brass Choir, under
the direction of Jerry
Toews, will present the
annual Christmas brass
concert at the Alexander-
wohl Mennonite Church,
1304 K-15 Hwy, on Sun-
day, Dec. 10, at 6:30 p.m.

In addition to Goessel
High School, Elbiata
Singers will perform
Christmas carols.

Also performing will be
Braden, Kyle and Karen
Unruh playing a trumpet
duet with pipe organ. All
are welcome for an
evening of fun. An offer-
ing will be taken for the
Goessel Ministerial Al-
liance. 

Retired school
personnel to meet Friday

Harvey County Associa-
tion of Retired School Per-
sonnel will meet at 9:30
a.m. Friday, Dec. 8, in the
Sunflower Room at the
Newton Recreation Cen-
ter.

The program will fea-
ture the Burrton High
School Music Program.

Please bring goodies.
There will also be 20 stu-
dents in attendance.

—For Newton Now

Pilgrim



Faith & Life Bookstore's
eighth annual peppernut
contest will take place this
week. Simply bring a
small batch of peppernuts
to the store by noon Satur-
day, Dec. 9. A panel of
judges will award prizes
in both traditional and
non-traditional categories.
There will also be a "peo-
ple's choice" winner. All
winners will be announced

at 2 p.m. You do not need
to be present to win. Free
to enter.

Fire investigators con-
tinue to conduct inter-
views on the North
Newton plastic fire and
Fire/EMS Chief Scott
Metzler expects the inves-
tigation to be released
this week. 

Metzler didn't provide
many new details into the
case, outside of confirm-
ing that the building was
not hooked up to gas or
electricity at the time of
the fire. 

He said that they don't
believe a lightening strike
caused the fire nor did a
cigarette thrown from a
vehicle. 

On the fire inspection
side, the property had
been inspected at least
three times since 2015.
None of those inspections
indicated significant haz-
ards outside of minor
things such as updating a
fire extinguisher. 

The inspectors, how-
ever, didn't enter the
building where the fire
began. 

Metzler said that, at
the time, the fire marshal
was working to catch up
on inspections, as the po-
sition had been vacant. 

Metzler said usually the
department does not con-
duct inspections without
the renter of a location
present. As the renter of
the building was not pres-
ent at the time of the in-
spection of the
Mid-Kansas Co-op prop-
erty, it was moved further
down on the inspection
list. 

Metzler said how the
plastic was stacked in the
building would have
caused concern to the fire
department, and they
would have possibly re-
quested changes be made
had they seen it.
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Special thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:15am Fellowship
11am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel 
A.M.E. Church
711 E. 11th Street

9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship

Hillcrest 
Community Church

-  A Foursquare
Church

431 W. 12th
9:30am Cafe Connect

10:30am Worship

Highland Trinity
United Church 

of Christ
Corner of K-15 & Dutch Ave

9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School

Iglesia Del Nazareno 
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible Church
900 Old Main

9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass

10:30am Sunday Mass
6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship

11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Walton United
Methodist Church

201 Blaine Street, Walton
9:00am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
www.theyarnstation.com

If you would like to become a
sponsor of the Newton Area

Church Directory, please con-
tact Shannin Rettig at 

shannin@harveycountynow
or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main, Newton

316-284-0636

Fire investigation update expected this week
Authorities still looking for
North Newton blaze cause

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Firefighters battle the November
fire near the Mid-Kansas Co-op,
which burned tons of plastic.

Peppernut contest coming up
FOR NEWTON NOW

Subscribe to 
Newton Now!



Two hometown players
weren't just some of the
best volleyball players on
Wichita State but in the
entire American Athletic
conference. 

Abbie Lehman was
named AAC player of the
year and Emily Hiebert
Setter of their year for
their performances on the
WSU volleyball team. 

Both were named to
the all-conference first
team.

Lehman made history
as a senior middle
blocker, being only the
second Shocker volleyball
player to make the con-
ference first team four
times. Lehman averaged
4.20 kills and 1.55 blocks
per set, while hitting
0.541 in conference play.

Hiebert averaged 12.11
assists, 1.58 kills, 2.28
digs and 0.89 blocks per
set in 20 conference
matches. She could tie
Lehman's feat next year,
as this recognition repre-
sents her third-straight

first team all-conference
selection. 

Lehman is just the
sixth player in WSU vol-
leyball player in history
to earn conference Player
of the Year honors. She
joins Sara Younes (2004),
Sara Lungren (2006,
2007), Emily Stockman

(2008), Ashley Andrade
(2013) and Chelsey
Feekin (2013).

The Newton duo helped
lead the WSU volleyball
team to an NCAA tourna-
ment berth this year.
They made it into the sec-
ond round before losing to
Missouri. 

Harley Oursler always
wanted to decorate for the
holidays, but he didn't get
the inspiration until he
met his future wife at a
nursing home while she
was providing care for his
late father.

Since their marriage 13
years ago, Harley and
Pam have made a habit of
putting out inflatables
and other decorations in
front of their house at 412
E. 1st St. for darn near
every conceivable holiday.
After the giant turkeys
were put up in the attic,
out came Frosty, Santa in
a snow globe and others.

"After we got married
this first year, I got him
hooked on it," Pam said.
"I didn't get him hooked
on the lights. That's his
invention. But I have al-
ways decorated. Just fol-
lowing a family tradition,
basically.

"All of a sudden I gave
him a string of lights, and
he went nuts."

"Not done yet," Harley
said.

Every now and then,
Pam has to pull a choke
chain on Harley's enthusi-
asm. He had plans to
string a bunch of lights
along the fence in the
back yard.

"I guess that was shut
down," he said.

"Shut your budget
down," Pam interjected.
"It can get kind of expen-
sive."

Pam said Christmas
was her favorite holiday
for which to decorate.
Just the other day, two
young girls took pictures
of their decorations on
their home from school.
Halloween is another pop-
ular time for schoolchild-
ren to come by and gape
at the Grim Reaper.

"It livens it up a little
bit," she said about the
neighborhood. "First
Street is hard to live on,
especially for kids. I just
think it gives them a
break. They slow down a
little bit. 'Oh, yeah, this is
nice.'"

Harley said he went
down every street in town
while working on New-
ton's water and sewer sys-

tems.
"Man, there are a lot of

people who don't decorate.
... Scrooges."

Pam said people always
were asking where she
got a particular inflatable.
She doesn't want to tell
where she purchased it
because she's afraid oth-
ers will pop up in town.
She does most of her
shopping online from any
of four websites. Each in-
flatable has a lifespan of
about five years. 

"Harley falls in love
with a blowup, then when
it goes down, you can't re-
place it," she said. "Harley
gets upset. So I won't buy
them used."

Harley started getting
ready for Christmas by
working on the lights on
Thanksgiving, and he con-
tinued through the week-
end.

"I always make sure he
gets the front done first
before he does the back.
This is our paradise," she
said about their fenced-in
backyard.

For all of the optical
pleasures they provide for
those traveling down 1st
Street, their little oasis
behind the residence is
even more decked out
with lights.

"You can sit out here
and eat supper and have
no problem seeing," Pam
said.

When one season ends,
they work simultaneously
at getting ready for the
next one. Pam said they
kept the Christmas deco-
rations up until mid-Jan-
uary because she had two
brothers die that month.

They've noticed that
some of their neighbors
have gotten into the
game.

"We're not worried
about it," Harley said.
"We blow them out of the
water."

When Pam sees a
pretty decoration go up in
the neighborhood, one
thought crosses her mind:
"We got to get another
one," she said.

Harley said he hated
shutting down the festive
aura each year. When
that time comes, Pam's
looking for sales on deco-
rations.

Both said they would
continue putting up deco-

rations as long as they
were able to do so. Pam
said her six grandchildren
would probably be disap-
pointed if she and Harley
didn't put out the spread.

"It's just a really enjoy-
able thing," Harley said.

"A lot of guys tell me at
work how much their kids
enjoy going by here."

That's when they know
all the effort is worth it.

"That's what it's all
about: people enjoying it,"
Harley said.
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Hardcore Holidays
Local couple brings the decorations year round

BY BLAKE SPURNEY
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

BLAKE SPURNEY/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
Pam and Harley Oursler stand by one of the large inflatables they have
on display in front of their residence at 412 E. First St. 

Local volleyball players earn national recognition

NEWTON NOW FILE PHOTO
Abbie Lehman smiles at a volleyball practice. Lehman concluded her
career with four straight all-conference first team selections and was
named AAC player of the year. Teammate Emily Hiebert was named
AAC setter of the year and had three all-conference appearances. 

NEWTON NOW STAFF

Visit harveycountynow.com!



Asbury Park's staff is
being credited by the office
of the state fire marshal
for quick work preventing
a structure fire at the
building. 

Last month on Nov. 9, a
fire began in a resident’s
room, causing the Newton
Fire/EMS to be dispatched
to the facility at 200 SW
14th St. According to a re-
lease by the fire marshal's
office, staff had put the fire
out by the time firefighters
arrived. 

“The fire occurred after
a resident, who was agi-
tated, kicked a lamp, caus-
ing it to make a popping
sound and catch fire. Staff
heard the sound and im-
mediately removed the
resident from the room
and shut the door,” the re-
lease stated. “They then
evacuated all 10 residents
from the house. Mainte-
nance staff put out the fire
with a nearby fire extin-
guisher. The fire was con-
tained and caused
minimal damage.”

In an e-mail, Newton
City Manager, Bob Myers,
praised the Asbury Park
staff’s quick action and
training during the inci-
dent.

“The fire chief told me
that your staff did every-
thing right,” Myers said.
“They literally saved the
day by their quick actions

and execution of the train-
ing they had received for
such incidents. So, my con-
gratulations goes out to all
of you.”

Myers said he was
aware of other situations
where Asbury Park staff
have been very receptive
to overtures from the New-

ton Fire/EMS Department
in helping identify areas
where additional training
might either prevent prob-
lems or allow for quick in-
terdiction in matters of
resident and patient care.
This prevents situations
from becoming more seri-
ous ones, he added.

Grand Central, New-
ton's senior center, is
stuck between a rock and
a hard place.

They need a new HVAC
system, and they don't
quite yet have the money
to do that. They've been
fundraising all year for it
and have about a sixth of
the $60,000 they need to
get the job done. How-
ever, the old system isn't
working too well, but
they don't want to put
any more money into that
system.

“Nothing's working
properly right now,” sen-
ior center Director Leslie
Runnalls said. “We don't
have a way to change the

temperature in the build-
ing.”

The senior center is 30
years old, and that's
when the old system was
put in. At the time, Run-
nalls said she believes
the center received grant
money for the instilla-
tion. 

Runnalls said that re-
cently, the center has re-
ceived some nice
donations, but they're not
there yet for getting the
repairs it needs.

“Right now, we need
$20,000 to start the first
phase,” she said. “It's a
two-phase project.”

They have someone
ready to start the first
phase when they give the
go-ahead. Runnalls added
they're expecting a big
donation, which they
have not yet received.

They plan to fundraise
until the end of the year
and are planning on
sending out an appeal let-
ter for the HVAC system.

The first phase will
cover the east side of the
building, Runnalls said,
and that includes the two
kitchens and hospitality
room.

“This side has to wait,”
she said, sitting in her of-
fice on the east side.
“When the guys are cold,
they wear their sweaters,
and when it's hot, they
take ’em off.”

In addition, the center
uses a heater up front,
where the reception desk
is located, and Runnalls
said it does get cold up
there.

The HVAC has to
change the air temps in
about 8,000 square feet of

space.
“It's a big, big build-

ing,” Runnalls said, and
they do use most of it, al-
though not so much the
basement. 

All areas are used
every day, she said.

For the work, they've
chosen someone who will
do it for the lowest cost in
two phases. They have
had bids at $75,000 and
$100,000, Runnalls said.

Those who wish to do-
nate can send money to
Grand Central, 122 E.
Sixth St., Newton, KS,
67114, or bring it to the
office. In addition, people
can visit the Central
Kansas Community
Foundation website and
donate to the senior cen-
ter there.
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316-587-5335
www.acupunturenewtoninc.com

Acupuncture Newton Inc.
359 N Old US Highway 81

Hesston, KS 67062

Acupuncture and Kinesiology 
for physical and emotional balance - treats many conditions.  

Needle-less treatments are available.

Local senior center still
needs money for HVAC system

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Grand Central Director Leslie Runnalls talks about the old HVAC system at the senior center. The center still needs about $50,000 for a new sys-
tem.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Art is Ageless calendar signing party Dec. 8

Four winning artists in
Newton Presbyterian
Manor’s annual Art is
Ageless juried competition
are featured in the 2018
Art is Ageless calendar
and cards produced by
Presbyterian Manors of
Mid-America. Artists will
be available Friday, Dec.
8, from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.,
to sign complimentary cal-
endars for those guests
who stop by Presbyterian
Manor, 1200 E. Seventh.

“Wire Tree,” a sculpture
by Lois Hamilton, New-
ton, and “Pressed Flower
Note Cards” mixed media
pieces by Carol M. Friesen
of Hesston, will be recog-
nized at the calendar re-
veal and signing party.

“The Pianist,” a paint-
ing by Velera Adams,
Hutchinson, was made
into a “thinking of you”
card, and “Marigold De-
light,” a painting by Con-
stance Gehring of
Newton is the 2018 wel-
come card for Presbyte-

rian Manors. 
“All are welcome to

come pick up a copy of
this award-winning cal-
endar and have it signed
by our local artists,” Mar-
keting Director Noelle
Dickinson said. “The
masterpiece level is ex-
tremely competitive, so
I’m very pleased for our
winners.”

For more information
about Newton Presbyte-
rian Manor, contact Dick-
inson at 316-283-5400 or
ndickinson@pmma.org.

FOR NEWTON NOW

Asbury Park staff quickly extinguishes fire
FOR NEWTON NOW

www.HarveyCountyNow.com


