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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Azteca Dance Troupe members, from left, Chris Rodriguez, Jada Smith, Alexus Bono, Francisco Meza, Alex Valverde, Ashley Salgado,
Nino Valle and Juan Herrera take part in a recent rehearsal at Newton High School. 

Keeping heritage alive

Young ladies moved their feet
to the beat of music from Mexico,
as flashes of swirling dresses and
ribbons in yellows, oranges,
greens and blues seemed to
mimic a flock of birds in flight,
ever changing shapes but mov-
ing as one.

Young men, their partners, did
a variety of dances, as well,
stomping or moving about rap-
idly, all the
while keeping
up with their
counterparts.

This is what
happens when
the New-
ton High
School

Azteca Dance Troupe performs
at a variety of area events
throughout the year. This aca-
demic year, their first perform-
ance was at Taste of Newton.

Just before that performance,
their dance coach, Patrice Olais,
asked each girl if she had her
bloomers on. They all seemed to
say they did.

One of the male dancers, Nino
Valle, who’s a freshman, said his
first performance with the group
was at Taste of Newton.

“There were some mistakes,
but overall, it was pretty good,”

he said.
Valle said he was asked to join

the group.
“They asked me if I wanted to

join, and I thought it’d be a good
experience, learn something
from it,” he said, sitting in a
lunchroom chair after a recent
rehearsal.

In addition to dance routines,
he’s also learned something else.

“It’s better to work as a team,”
he said. “You’ll get things done
better than by yourself.”

One of two seniors in the
group, Cynthia Romero, has
been in the troupe all of her high
school years, and she enjoys it.

“It’s a fun place to be at, and I
like to continue to keep

the folklore dance,” she
said. “A lot of places,

you don’t see this,
and just trying to

Matthew Hensiek ar-
rived at his office at 500
N. Main St. to find some-
thing amiss Tuesday
morning. A back door of
his office was broken and
ajar. Papers were rifled
through. He reported the
incident to his wife, who
told him he should call
the police, which he did.

The scene in Hensiek's
office mirrored what oc-
cupants of offices across
the historic Railroad
Savings and Loan build-
ing found Tuesday morn-
ing.

A thief or thieves
broke doors, rifled

through papers and, in
some cases, stole cash.

"You just feel violated
someone was in your
space," Newton Chamber
of Commerce Director
Pam Stevens said.

The chamber office had
its solid wood door bro-
ken. Burglars rifled
through desks, took a
small amount of petty
cash, but left electronics
and checkbooks. They
stole no chamber checks.
The burglary took place
either late in the evening
of Dec. 11 or early on
Dec. 12.

The thieves hit the
Economic Development
Council office and moved
through the building.

Thieves hit
downtown
businesses

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

When it comes to ad-
vanced placement
classes, Newton High
School stands alone as
top in the state. 

For the second time in
a row and the third time
in the past eight years,
Newton High School has
been named to the Ad-
vanced Placement Na-
tional Honor Roll. It is
the only school in the
state to make the list
three times. 

“It's a pretty big
award,” Newton High
School Principal Lisa
Moore said. “It's phenom-
enal and speaks volumes
for us academically.” 

The honor roll recog-
nizes schools that have
increased access to ad-
vanced placement

classes, or classes that
award college credit
should a student do well
enough. The honor roll
also recognizes schools
for maintaining or ex-
panding the number of
students who score a 3 or
higher on testing in AP
classes. A score of a 3 is
good enough to earn stu-
dents college credit for
the tests at some schools. 

Nationally, 447 schools
made the list. 

Moore said that, in re-
cent years, Newton High
School has made a con-
certed effort to get more
students enrolled in AP
classes.

“We've really pushed
the AP classes with the
cum laude system,” she
said. “Students are doing
well and enrolling in the
AP classes.” 

To earn the highest

See THIEVES / 8

NHS only state
school to earn
national honor
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� Local Azteca Dance Troupe
brings colorful flair to Newton.

See DANCE / 8

From left,
Azteca Dance
Troups mem-
bers Estefa-

nia Munguia,
Jamilid
Romero

Ortiz, Jaque-
line Parga,

Alexus Bono
and

Jacguelin
Riguero take

part in re-
hearsal at

the school.

When John Mellinger’s
daughter was in the second
grade, she didn’t seem to
enjoy school.

“It was a pretty rough
class,” Mellinger said. “She
would come home crying
often.”

Mellinger wanted to help
his daughter, so he asked the
teacher if he could volunteer,
and the teacher talked to him

about the Bigs in Schools pro-
gram through the local Big
Brothers Big Sisters organiza-
tion. This is where a “Big”
meets with a “Little” at school
once a week. He was matched
with a student in his daugh-
ter’s class.

“It’s been valuable for me,”
Mellinger said. “Hopefully for
the kids I meet with as well.”

That was more than a
decade ago, as Mellinger has
been a big brother for 12
years.

“This is my third one—third
match,” he said. “I think

everyone needs someone in
their life who is a positive in-
fluence or who believes in
them,” adding that by doing
this, people give back to the
community.

Mellinger said with his
matches, he’s gone to the
schools, meeting with them
once a week, although they
don’t meet in the summer.
They have lunch or do various
activities, like throw a foot-
ball or do homework. Re-
cently, Mellinger went on a

Local Big Brothers has new location, director
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
John Mellinger, right, talks to Chris Allen, match support specialist with the local Big Brothers Big Sisters program. 
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Parishioners embrace heritage
in celebration - Page 13

School board discusses district
image, how to market  - Page 5



WICHITA—Presbyter-
ian Manors of Mid-Amer-
ica’s recently launched
Facebook page for
Arkansas City Presbyte-
rian Manor, and a video
produced for Aberdeen Vil-
lage recently received
recognition from the Digi-
tal Health Awards for fall
2017.

PMMA has a location in
Newton. The campus Face-
book page allows Arkansas
City Presbyterian Manor
to highlight the lifestyle on
the campus in a more im-
mediate way than the cam-
pus website can. The page
features a mix of real-time
posts and content curated

from other senior living re-
sources. All 17 PMMA
campuses have a presence
on Facebook. The video for
Aberdeen Village featured

residents sharing why they
chose to be residents and
what their lives are like in
the senior living commu-
nity.    —For Newton Now

With all of the extra
time I seem to spend in
the kitchen this time of
year, I seem to feel more
and more uninspired
about what to make for
dinner and less and less
excited about spending
even more of my days in
front of the stove prepar-
ing food.

If you find yourself in
the same boat, this week’s
recipe is a good one to
have on hand. All you
have to do is dump some
ingredients in the crock-
pot, give it a stir and wait
for it to cook.

Plus, it’s a vegetarian
recipe, which makes it a
nice respite from a lot of
the high-fat recipes that
seem to be thrust in your
face all of the time this
time of year.

It would be super easy
to add in some browned
ground beef or grilled
chicken, too, though, if
you’re feeding extreme
carnivores.

I found this recipe on
the website “In Fine Bal-
ance Food Blog.” You can
find the original at
http://infinebalance.com/sl
ow-cooker-black-bean-
and-barley-burritos/. I

changed some of the
amounts of the spices,
and I also left out a couple
ingredients.

Crockpot Black Bean
and Barley Burritos
Ingredients
2 cups vegetable broth
1 cup pearl barley, un-

cooked
1 cup frozen corn
1 tablespoon lime juice
3 teaspoons cumin
2 teaspoons chili pow-

der
1/2 teaspoon ground red

pepper
19 ounces black beans,

rinsed and drained
15 ounces diced toma-

toes, undrained
4 ounces diced green

chiles, undrained
2 garlic cloves, minced
salt and pepper to taste
Directions
Dump all the ingredi-

ents into your crock pot
and stir to combine. Cook
on low heat for about four
hours or until the barley
is soft and there’s very lit-
tle liquid left.

Serve using a slotted

spoon with your favorite
toppings—anything from
shredded cheese to onions
to sour cream. You can
eat this over tortilla
chips, in corn or flour tor-
tillas or just on a bed of
lettuce or spinach, too. 

This reheats and
freezes well, which is
something I always ap-
preciate about a recipe. If
I can get some solid left-
overs out of very little ef-
fort, I’m all about it. Plus,
it’s really easy to cus-
tomize. We ate this over
chips and tossed some
fresh spinach on top, but
it would also be delicious
in taco shells or as a bur-
rito as the original author
intended.

And if it at least gives
you a few moments out of
the kitchen so you can
enjoy all of the Christmas
festivities going on, that’s
even better.

Lindsey Young is the co-
owner of Newton Now and

a graduate of Bethel Col-
lege in North Newton.
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Join us...
For our Christmas Open House

Friday, December 22, from 9AM–4PM

527 N. Main Street, Newton
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You’ll ‘barley’ spend time in the kitchen with this recipe
LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW

Crockpot black bean and barley burritos are extremely easy to put to-
gether and is great for leftovers, too.

To avoid death penalty, Hawkins pleads guilty to capital murder

In what Harvey
County Prosecutor David
Yoder calls the swiftest
resolution to a capital
murder case he's been a
part of, Keith Hawkins

pled guilty to one count
of capital murder for the
double homicide of
Alyssa Runyon, 24, and
her daughter Zaylynn
Paz, 4.

In exchange for the
guilty plea, Yoder's office
agreed to take the death
penalty off the table for
Hawkins when it came

time for sentencing. The
guilty plea will likely
mean life in prison with-
out parole for Hawkins,
age 20. That's the only
option available at his
sentencing hearing set
for 1 p.m. Feb 9.

Yoder said avoiding
the death penalty was a
motivating factor of the
deal. Two counts of first
degree murder were also
dismissed. Yoder said he
worked with Runyon's
family during the case,
and they consented to

the deal. Yoder said the
family wished to have de-
tails about the incident,
and as part of the plea,
Hawkins agreed to pro-
vide a written statement
to the family. That state-

ment will
be done
privately
and not
made pub-
lic.

Yoder
said he'd

never seen
such a
statement

included in any other
plea agreement.

More details about the
strangulation of Runyon
and the stabbing of Paz
might remain private,

with the trial process to
be concluded after the
deal and sentencing.

Yoder said investiga-
tors believed that Run-
yon knew Hawkins as an
acquaintance and pro-
vided him a place to stay
for a night after Hawkins
was no longer welcome at
a prior place he was stay-
ing.

Hawkins then mur-
dered Runyon using
blunt force trauma and
strangulation and also
stabbed Paz to death.

Hawkins charged with killing
24-year-old mom, 4-year-old girl

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com Runyon and Paz Yoder

Presbyterian Manors of Mid-America wins web awards
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Maycee Jones, left, points something out to her son, Caysen Meis, during the Parade of Lights on Thursday
night in downtown Newton.

Parade lights up downtown Newton

Although it was de-
scribed as the coldest
night of the year by at
least one person, hun-
dreds still turned out for
the Thursday night, Dec.
7, Newton Lions Club Pa-
rade of Lights through
downtown Newton.

Various groups had
lighted entries, and some
of the groups represented
were the Harvey County
Fair, B&B Lumber, at
least one church, the
Newton Fire/EMS Depart-
ment with its vintage fire
truck and Santa Claus, as
well as marching Newton
High School band mem-
bers. There were a total of
37 entries, said Parade
Chair Erin McDaniel, and
they estimated a crowd of
about 1,200 people.

“It was a fantastic com-
munity event, despite the
cold,” McDaniel said. “We
had a wonderful turnout,
and I’ve heard nothing
but rave reviews. I think
everyone had a great time
enjoying Christmas down-
town. Lions Club really
appreciates the support of
our local businesses and
organizations that partici-
pate, as well as the down-
town shops that stay open
and make the event even
more festive.”

Most folks were bundled
up, including mom
Maycee Jones and her son
Caysen Meis, as Meis was
wrapped in a blanket
while sitting on his mom’s
lap.

Jones had several rea-
sons for attending the an-
nual event.

“I guess why everybody
else did,” she said. “’cause
he’s excited to see Santa.
To get in the Christmas
spirit.”

Newton High School

student Kaden Weber-
Gonzalez had his own rea-
son for attending.

“Family event,” he said.
“I made him come,” his

mom, Julie Weber, said. “I
wanted to bring him, his
nephew—my grandson—
and I thought it would be
fun for the whole family.”

Another reason to go
was to expose Weber’s
grandson to the atmos-
phere. Weber said when
they drive around, he sits
in his car seat and can’t
see the holiday lights.

This gave her grandson,
Dominic Weber, a chance
to see the lights.

Before the parade
started, downtown New-
ton was filled with Christ-
mas music, like “Oh Holy
Night.” A couple of local
storefronts, Faith & Life
and The Gathering, of-
fered treats to those at-
tending. At The
Gathering, folks were
treated to hot chocolate
and candy, while at Faith
& Life, there was hot
cider, as well as a bunch
of people shopping.

During the parade, the
announcer told attendees
there have been 32 police
chiefs or marshals in
Newton since Newton be-
came a town.

“Thank you to the New-
ton Police Department for
all that you do,” he said.

Meanwhile, two other
people, Junuen Lujano
and Elena Vanzerwez
stood on the curb,
wrapped in a blanket to-
gether.

“It is cold,” Lujano said.
“I can’t feel my toes.”

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Santa Fe 5/6 Center students stand on their float during the Newton Lions Club Parade of Lights on Thursday,
Dec. 7, in downtown Newton.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Junuen Lujano, left, and Elena Vanzerwez keep warm beneath a
blanket during the Dec. 7 parade. Below: Julie Weber, in back, watches
the parade with grandson Dominic Weber.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com



The concept of staying
healthy and not gaining
weight, at least in Amer-
ica, during the holidays,
seems to be an oxymoron.

However, according to
local wellness experts, that
can be possible.

“Portion control would
be the main thing,” said
Jon Ainsworth, personal
trainer at the Newton
YMCA. “It is nice to in-
dulge. You have to make it
more about the amount.”

This year, the Newton
YMCA launched a couple
of staying healthy chal-
lenges—the Group X Chal-
lenge (or 12-Class
Challenge) and the Battle
of the Bulge—said Tera
Thomas, the Newton
YMCA director. With the
Battle of the Bulge, they
encourage people to not
gain weight over the holi-
days.

“That links back to Jon’s
advice—everything in
moderation,” Thomas said,
adding consistency is key
and that it’s easy to get off
of one’s wellness routine
during the holidays.

Thomas advised people
to keep to their workout
regimen.

“Exercise as much as
you can,” Ainsworth said.

Thomas also encouraged
people who get paid time
off, like industrial workers,
teachers and education ad-
ministrators, to incorpo-
rate workouts on those
days.

With the Battle of the
Bulge, folks sign a commit-
ment to not gain weight
during the holidays, said
Shelly Conrady, vice presi-
dent of marketing and
communication with the
YMCA. Participants are
weighed before and after
the holidays.

“They sign up before
Thanksgiving, usually,”
Conrady said, adding if
they don’t gain weight,
they get a T-shirt.

The 12-class challenge
helps people to not let their
fitness slide during the
holiday season. If they at-
tend 12 classes Thanksgiv-
ing through New Year’s,
they get a shirt, as well.

“We try to give them in-
centives to avoid the quick-
calorie snacks you get at
the office—all those people
bringing those baked goods
into the office,” Conrady
said. “It’s just kind of a fun
way to help people hold
themselves accountable.”

Conrady also suggested
people should avoid the
snacks that keep showing
up, and if people are faced
with a holiday buffet situa-
tion, they should first load
their plates up with
healthy food choices, like a
salad.

“That way, you don’t
have much space on your
plate for other things,” she
added.

She also said it’s really
easy for people to forget all
the calories they take in
over the holidays with
drinks, such as egg nog or
hot chocolate.

In addition, when it
starts getting dark earlier
and light later in the
mornings this time of year,

people tend to want to hi-
bernate and not work out.

“Make sure you’re stay-
ing into your wellness rou-
tines for staying active,”
Conrady said. “A great gift
to yourself is stay healthy.”

Wellness Center
The Wellness Center at

the Newton Activity Cen-
ter also has goals for peo-
ple for the holidays.

“Newton Recreation
Commission started a well-
ness challenge November
13th lasting until January
5th,” said Tracie Strain,
wellness director. “Partici-
pants were asked to select
their own wellness chal-
lenge, whether it be a per-
sonal fitness goal or a
community wellness goal.
For example—picking up
trash outside as you ap-
proach any venue as a part
of keeping a clean commu-
nity.”

These are goals people
set for themselves, which
they wrote on the back of
paper turkeys that are
posted at the center. On
the front, they wrote what
they’re thankful for, and
on the back they wrote a
community wellness/fit-
ness goal, Strain said. The
center didn’t just want peo-
ple to have fitness goals for
themselves; they wanted
folks to help the commu-
nity as well. They were
trying to get people to
“think outside the box,”
Strain said.

“Something that is out-
side the ordinary,” Strain
said about what they
wanted people to do, like
help their neighbor once a
week or pick up trash out-
side.

They wanted folks to
think about not only how
they can be well them-
selves but how they can
help their town to be a well
community. Strain said
she was trying to get peo-
ple to think a little bit.

“For me, my goal was to
be kind in all situations,”
Strain said. “It was a re-
minder for me to do bet-
ter,” which included
spiritual awareness.

Around Jan. 5, they’ll
look at all the goals and
put all the turkeys of peo-
ple who reached their goals
in a hat, and there will be
prizes.

One program at the
Wellness Center, Silver-
Sneakers, which is for peo-
ple 55 and older, helps

people with wellness year
round. In October, the na-
tional organization cele-
brated its 25th
anniversary, and Silver-
Sneakers has been at the
local facility for 11 years,
Strain said.

Strain said 190 people
are enrolled in Silver-
Sneakers, and their senior
population is at 295.

Strain said that during
classes, they hand out
wellness letters, which
sometimes have the topic
of nutrition, like eat fruits
and get 30 grams of pro-
tein per meal.

“If you get 30 grams of
protein in every meal,
that’s pretty good for
everyone,” Strain said.
“Protein helps you sustain
your appetite so you’re not
hungry.”

She said protein helps a
person feel full and helps
with blood sugar.

Strain also talked about
portion control, saying a
serving of protein should
equal the palm of a per-
son's hand or a deck of
cards

“For overall portion, a
person’s fist is a good
guide,” Strain said. It
works for any size individ-
ual. We know which one
we should be eating, but
we’re choosing the other,”
she said about healthy and
not-so-healthy foods.

In addition, Strain
talked about a couple of
classes they’ll offer after

the holidays, including a
13-week class on taking
charge of your health and
life called IN.FORM,
taught by Becky Esch, a
natural health consultant
and certified IN.FORM
coach. The class, “Empow-
ered to Transform,” will
have its introductory meet-
ing at 5:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Jan. 17. The fee, $99,
can be paid after the intro-
ductory meeting. Another
class, Dining with Dia-
betes, will be offered from
5 to 7 p.m. Tuesdays
March 6 through 27 by
Annie Pitts with the Har-
vey County Extension Of-
fice. Folks with diabetes
will learn how to cook and
shop.

“It’s really a good guide
for people,” Strain said.
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Pre-order your
Christmas Pies!Christmas Pies!

www.newtonbreadbasket.com

219 N. Main
Newton, KS
316.283.3811

Mon-Thur 6:30-5:30
Fri/Sat 6:30-8 
Sun 10:30-2

BACK AWAY FROM THE CAKE

How to stay healthy for the holidays

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Jon Ainsworth, right, personal trainer, talks to Newton YMCA member Cecilia Llamas of Newton on
Monday at the local Y. Below: From left, Jayden Presnell, Lori Pohl and Shawn Bontrager at the Y.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com



NORTH NEWTON—
The North Newton City
Council approved a cost-of-
living increase for city em-
ployees as well as paying
50 percent of a couple of
employees' health insur-
ance premiums and put-
ting the pay range scale
for the city clerk the same
as the police chief during
its Monday night meeting.

North Newton employ-
ees will get a one-percent
pay increase, while two
employees will have half of
their health insurance pre-
miums paid for, since their
situation has changed to
where they no longer can
get health insurance
through other means.

Instead of giving a two-
percent cost-of-living in-
crease to all employees,
the council decided to take
City Administrator John
Torline's recommendation
to give a one-percent in-
crease to help offset the
costs of the health insur-
ance for the two others.

Regarding the city clerk
position, held by Pat Red-
ding, Torline believes it's
fair to put her pay range
in the same category as
Police Chief Randy Jor-
dan's because of all her
extra duties, like working
on the budget.

“It's only fair the police
chief and city clerk be in
the same range,” Torline
said.

During the discussion
portion of this topic, City
Council Member Paul
Harder had a question for
Torline.

“I'm assuming the pay
range for the city clerk is
still comparable to other
city clerks in the area?” he
asked.

To this, Torline said yes
and that City of North
Newton employees are
well paid.

“The city clerk continues
to grow in her knowledge
and attendant skills in her
position,” according to in-
formation given to the
council. “She has taken on
additional responsibilities,

including finance adminis-
tration with the issuance
of short- and long-term
debt and grants adminis-
tration.”

Before the vote, City
Council Member Ron Rat-
zlaff called an executive
session to discuss person-
nel for 10 minutes. No de-
cisions were made during
the session.

After the session, Coun-
cil Member Gregg Dick
wanted to know if they
could decrease retirement
and give employees a two-
percent cost-of-living in-
crease. Torline said they
couldn't, because the
KPERS amount is set by
the government.

The motion passed with
no council members dis-
senting.

In other business, the
council:

• Heard a report from
Director of Public Works
Director Danny Bisoni re-
garding the large fire in
November at a storage
building on the south end
of town that contained re-
cyclable plastic. He said
firefighters ran 2,000 gal-
lons of water a minute, at
least during the major por-
tion of the fire, and a total
of 700,000 gallons of water
total was used for the fire.
Bisoni said North Newton
has water in a water dis-
trict they own.

“We didn't use Newton's
water,” Harder said.

“That's right,” Bisoni re-
sponded.

Bisoni showed a graph
to council members re-
garding water usage/water
in the water tower from
that day, which showed a
variety of things, such as
fluoride content, gallons
used per minute and tower
water level. On the day of
the fire, Bisoni said the
water tower was full.

“We went ’til about 4:30,
and you see what hap-
pened to our water tower
when they started drain-
ing water,” he said, adding
it was at 54 percent at its
lowest. 

Bisoni ended up opening
the valve to the City of
Newton, he said, and it
was wide open around 6

p.m. This,
however,
was water
district
water.

• Heard
a report
from Jor-
dan re-
garding a

couple of burglaries at the
same place at Bethel Col-
lege in one week. 

“We believe that it's
drug-related, possibly that
they owed money,” Jordan
said.

Jordan also said drug
cases are increasing. He
said the police department
dog and her handler are
assisting other area de-
partments. Jordan also
said that because of the
state cuts for mental-
health services, the bur-
den of checking on folks
with mental-health prob-
lems is falling on the po-
lice department.

• Discussed concerns
from a citizen regarding
the crosswalk sign at 27th
and Main Streets about its
safety for pedestrians. The
Kansas Department of
Transportation was con-
tacted, and they said the
crosswalk meets their re-
quirements.

“Any crosswalk you're
supposed to stop whether
there's a sign there or not,”
Bisoni said.

This crosswalk has a
flashing yellow light and
at least one sign. Bisoni
said there's a small sign
there that states, “Stop
when occupied.” Dick said
he thinks people might get
confused because a flash-
ing yellow light usually
means to slow down, as
opposed to a flashing red
light, which means to stop.
The city is working on
what to do about the situa-
tion, and no action was
taken on the matter.

• Learned from Redding
a total of 15 coupons were
given out in the fall tree
program and that $267.50
was spent so far on the
program. 

• Conducted a public
hearing for assessments
on the North Woods Plaza
water and sewer projects.

No one showed up to com-
ment.

• Approved an ordi-
nance levying special as-
sessments in the North
Woods Plaza water and
sewer projects.

• Received the year-end
report. The report in-
cluded things that were
accomplished during the
year. These included:

• Building permits is-
sued for about $1.6 mil-
lion, which included North
Woods Plaza, Bethel Col-
lege food court addition,
Bethel College tennis
building, and Kidron
Bethel storm shelter and
laundry building.

• Giving funds to Bethel
College Fall Fest, Hes-
ston/Bethel Performing
Arts and Kauffman Mu-
seum for the Kansas Day
celebration.

• A council retreat.
• Approving industrial

revenue bonds for North
Woods Plaza.

A little over half of
Newton Public School pa-
trons surveyed for a dis-
trict audit would
recommend the school
system to a friend.
Eighty-two percent of ed-
ucators and board mem-
bers surveyed also would
not recommend the school
system to a friend. 

That was information
presented as part of a
communications audit
that the school district
contracted the Lindeman
Group to conduct. 

The board saw a pres-
entation of the audit at
its Monday meeting. 

The audit started in
June and involved sur-
veying patrons and staff
as well as one-on-one in-
terviews and evaluations
of district marketing ma-
terials and the marketing
materials of competing
districts. 

“That was concerning;
this was us saying we're
not going to refer us to
other people,” Craig Lin-
deman told the school
district. 

Lindeman said often
the largest knocks on the
school district in surveys
were a perception of drug
usage, a lack of funding
and bullying among the
student body. 

He said that positives
that regularly showed up
with those surveys were
teachers, staffing and
close or a family environ-
ment. 

He noted in the dis-
trict's messaging it
needed to do a better job
telling its story. 

He said neighboring
districts like Maize did a
strong job marketing and
branding their school dis-
trict and promoting it to
patrons or those they
wished to draw in. 

Besides having a more
cohesive style for present-
ing brochures and re-
working the district
website, Lindeman's
group made a recommen-

dation of the district
working to tell its story
and promote the positive
things going on in the
district. 

Board Member Barbara
Bunting said that, as the
study noted, the Newton
School District had more
diversity, as well as socio-
economic variance than
surrounding districts.
She said she viewed that
diversity as a positive,
but some people view di-
versity as going hand in
hand with things such as
drugs and bullying.

“How can you make di-
versity a positive when it
carries negative connota-
tions?” she asked Linde-
man. “I believe diversity
is a positive, but how do
you remove it from all
that baggage?”

Lindeman said that
promoting the district’s
diversity amounted to
getting their message and
story out, showing how
diversity is a positive
with the school district. 

“If you're consistent
and keep pushing those
things out, it will
change,” he said. “It does
work; it will happen. You
got to make sure you're
pushing the positive sto-
ries out there.” 

Lindeman recom-
mended forming an ad
hoc committee for com-
munity feedback on im-
proving the district's
image as well as distrib-
uting frequent news re-
leases to focus on positive
things happening with
the school district. He
noted Wichita State Uni-
versity employed a simi-
lar strategy to improve
its image when both he
and Newton Mayor Barth
Hague worked at the
school.

In other news, the
board heard a presenta-
tion about the STEAM, or
science, technology, engi-
neering, art and math,
lab at Santa Fe Middle
School. The school got
combined grants for
$3,000 to create program-
ming that encourages
learning in those sub-
jects.

The students’ part of
the lab had board mem-
bers and administrative
staff try to stack cups
without using their
hands. They only had
pieces of string attached
to a rubber band. The
point of the exercise was
to teach communication
as well as things like en-
gineering. Another group
of students spoke about
coding and using coding
to make games. Others
talked about using a
green screen or program-
ming Lego robots they
constructed or using 3-D
printers. 

The Newton School
District will offer online
psychology from Bethel
as well as online aviation
and unmanned aircraft
classes through KSU
polytech to NHS stu-
dents. It passed with six
in favor. Allen Jantz, who
teaches at Bethel, ab-
stained from voting.

And, finally, board
members approved
spending $1,000 for an
online survey to be in-
cluded with a $16,000
phone survey to receive
feedback from district pa-
trons on what they would
want to see in a bond
issue. 

ETC. 
Assistant District Su-

perintendent Matt Mor-
ford discussed capitol
outlay requests from
buildings. He said they
are looking at funding $2
million worth of requests.
In the next week or so,
the plan is to take this
list of requests, show
them to district support
team, gather feedback
and as an administrative
team sit down and make
sense of what is decided
at that time.

The district approved
gifts from the following
people:

- $800 keyboard from
Isaiah Eldridge to North-
ridge Elementary for stu-
dents learning basic
piano. 

-$1,300 from the Wal-
ton Foundation for Wal-
ton Rural Life Center for

Project Based Learning
opportunities. 

- $4,800 from Walton
Rural Life Festival to
Walton Rural Life Center
for Project Based Learn-
ing opportunities. 

- $3,660 from Newton
Booster Club to Chisholm
Middle School for New
Basketball Uniforms. 

-$3,000 from Cotton-
wood Pediatrics to Railer
Robotics for competition
expenses. 

- $1,000 from Millen-
nium Machine to Railer
Robotics for competition
expenses. 

- $4,000 donation of
steel from Excel Indus-
tries to Newton High
School for students to use
in the Welding Tech pro-
gram. 

- $500 donation from
NHS Fine Arts Booster
Club to NHS Thespian
Group for state Thespian
student expenses. 

The meeting adjourned
three hours and 11 min-
utes after it started. The
board held two 10 minute
executive sessions, one to
discuss personnel mat-
ters and one to discuss
ongoing negotiations. 
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Communication audit recommends district work on image

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Board members try to stack cups
using string and a rubber band.
The exercise was a demonstration
of activities students are working
on in middle school STEAM (sci-
ence, technology engineering arts
and math) labs.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

North Newton employees get raises at Monday night meeting
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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Just recently, I've made the
foray into selling items on
eBay. I just sold a sweater

and am waiting for the buyer to
send the money. It's been 20
hours since I accepted her offer,
so I guess she has 48 hours to
pay.

Tick. Tock. Tick. Tock.
It's my first sale on eBay ever.

I've learned a lot about selling
items on eBay these past few
months, even in the past few
days.

My boyfriend is a savant at
selling items on that worldwide
site, and since I just started, I
have a lot of questions for him.

I'm selling items I've outgrown
or outshrunk, as it were, because
I've lost some weight and am a
size or two smaller than the
items I'm selling. I needed to lose
weight for my health, as I was di-
agnosed as pre-diabetic and am
working on not being there with
diet and exercise.

Since I've started this journey,
I've lost around 27 pounds, which
is great. I reached a stage in my
life where the weight just piled
on, even though I exercised a lot
at Curves. The only weight issues
I had ever had were being too
skinny. Well, that's gone by the
wayside. Now, I keep an almost
daily track of my calorie intake,
and I exercise five to six days a
week.

Things had to change, and now,
I want to make some money to
put toward clothes that fit better.

One thing is for sure, though. I
do know how much the brand of
clothes I sell go for on eBay. I've

at least done my research on
that. 

I listed a sweater on eBay in
November and received an offer,
but I never received a notice
about it. It was a good offer,
which expired because I never
was notified. So, this week I
called eBay, or rather, contacted
eBay on the web, and they called
me back. A nice young lady from
another country was on the line. I
talked to her for a bit, and then
she transferred me to another
nice young lady. She wasn't able
to tell me anything I hadn't al-
ready done—like contact the per-
son who made the offer and tell
them I'd accept it and what had
happened. Yes, I did that. She did
say, however, she'd tell others at
eBay about it to see why I wasn't
contacted. Maybe the sweater
will sell. I haven't heard back
from the person who made the
offer, either.

So, I'm learning the ins and
outs of selling. Steve, my
boyfriend, said sometimes there
are weird glitches at eBay. Maybe
that's what happened. Right now,
I have three items listed and one

that's waiting for the money. It's
been rather exciting to get an
offer, because my phone makes a
cash register noise when that
happens because I use the eBay
app on my phone.

As a matter of fact, I got an
offer when I was interviewing the
folks with River Mill Woods, a
frame and handmade furniture
and casket/coffin store at the out-
let mall. I was so excited, I
checked my phone during the in-
terview. They didn't seem to
mind. Thanks, Pat and Daryl.
Just as a side note, if you need a
beautiful, handmade casket or
coffin, check them out. Daryl does
great work. He also does wonder-
ful custom furniture, and Pat is
great at framing. They're on the
west side of the outlet mall facing
east.

Tick. Tock. Tick. Tock.
Still waiting on that payment,

lady from Connecticut!
It is pretty simple to list some-

thing on eBay, especially with the
app my son, Rodger, suggested I
use. A portion of one's sales goes
to eBay and another portion to
PayPal and yet another portion to
the post office, although I am
charging for shipping and han-
dling.

I sold this sweater for about $7
less than what I really wanted,
but I just wanted to make a first
sale. I learned one can list items
at auction or “buy now” with
“best offer” also listed, so people
can make offers. I also have the
option to set where eBay auto-
matically rejects offers below a
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School district doesn't
need more Eeyores

We ran a story about Newton High School's Advanced
Placement (AP) program on the front page this week,
because we think it's a big deal. 

No other high school in Kansas, not Bishop Carroll,
not Independent, not a Johnson County school can claim
what NHS can: being named to the AP Honor roll three
times in the last eight years and for back to back years. 

To get the honor, the school district has to increase
the number of students taking advance placement
classes, which allow them to qualify for college credit
and to maintain or increase the amount of students
doing well on the testing that comes with the classes. 

That takes, hard work from teachers and students
and an organized game plan, something the high school
has shown that it has. For this year, 197 students have
or will enroll in AP classes. 

Why is that a big deal? It shows that Newton High
School continues to grow the rigorous course work that
it offers students and continues to have students do well
in that course work. It shows that when it comes to col-
lege readiness, NHS can preform at the top of the state.
It shows again that our high school is something to be
proud of.

It would be a huge deal if it were a stand-alone
achievement. But it's not. Pair that with the school's ca-
reer and technical education classes it offers. NHS hosts
a wide variety of classes that give students certification
and training in technical fields such as nursing, me-
chanics, business and the culinary arts. 

These certifications have curriculum in part dictated
by local advisors and those working in the professions
the CTE classes work to train students for. And enroll-
ment in such classes numbers in the hundreds each
year. Some employers will hire students with CTE certi-
fications straight out of high school.

NHS accounted for nearly 20 percent of the students
who earned the inaugural CTE Scholar designation by
the State of Kansas, which honors those that have
taken CTE classes and maintained high grade point av-
erages. 

All that being said, Newton has one of the best AP
programs in the state. Newton has one of the best CTE
programs in the state. 

One could make an argument that if your child wants
to go to college or into a trade, few locations in the state
offer as strong of options for post-secondary advance-
ment as Newton High School. 

More simply put, Newton High School prepares stu-
dents for life. 

That's something the district should be yelling from
the rooftops.

The Newton School Board heard the results of a re-
cent communications audit at its last board meeting. 

The auditors said that people regularly associate
drugs and bullying with the school district. 

That might be because we have regular events talking
about the amount of drugs at the high school. We hear
the line over and over at community gatherings that our
schools deal with a high amount of poverty. Free and re-
duced lunches, for context, aren't any higher in Harvey
County than in the State of Kansas. 

We hear that there's never enough money. We hear
that we don't have as nice of facilities as other districts.
We repeat so many knocks on our school district.

But here's the deal: Maize isn't going to tell people
how great Newton is. Valley Center won't. Derby won't.
Campus won't. Goddard won't. 

Newton residents are the only people who will pro-
mote how outstanding our schools are. We have to tell
our own message, people, and it has to be one that does-
n't sound like we hired Eeyore from Winnie the Pooh to
promote our school district. That story about the out-
standing AP performance we wrote happened because
Principal Lisa Moore reached out to us and said, “Hey,
look at this. This is awesome.”

Newton High School provides an outstanding option
for all students to prepare for the next level of life.
We've got the numbers, awards and information to back
that up. 

That's a solid building block for our school district
and, really, community to build a much-needed promo-
tional campaign around. 

It's a message they should repeat over and over until
people outside of Newton understand just how good our
schools are in this community. 

It's an understanding and perception we need if we
hope to continue to grow our tax base, our businesses,
our population and our community as a whole in a time
when the quality of a school district is often the deter-
mining factor in the relocation or a family or what com-
munity people choose to start one in.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

If you ever want to feel dumb
in multiple subjects, moderate
a Scholars’ Bowl meet. 

I received that opportunity last
Thursday at Newton's Scholars’
Bowl invitational.

I went in with a certain amount
of arrogance. These kids were my
people. I competed in the activity
for four years when I was in
school. I knew the activity that
has you buzzing in to answer
questions like the back of my
hand.

I was determined to be the good
moderator and not repeat the mis-
takes that so irked me as a moody
teenager. I'd have perfect diction.
I'd be confident. I wouldn't be like
the stuttering rubes I remember
from my youth, unable to properly
pronounce Decartes. No, I'd be the
best dang moderator NHS Schol-
ars’ Bowl had ever seen. 

Plus, I'd moderated political fo-
rums. I thought I'd be fine.

After, I believe, the third differ-
ent student challenged a correct
answer we had listed for a ques-
tion, I realized I'd much rather be
dealing with crotchety commis-
sion candidates. 

Let me tell you, reader, I was
laid low. 

Come to find out, I can't really
do high school math. Like, I can
do algebra and what I need for
work. But I try to keep the num-
bers in my life like the people I
deal with: strictly rational. 

I quickly gave up trying to
argue with any students about
why the answer on my answer
sheet was correct. I didn't need a
15-year-old to explain trigonome-
try to me. 

I fell back on my best adult
voice and stern look. 

“I'm sorry I can not accept your
answer,” I said, completely un-
sure why I was right and they
weren't. “I assure you we thor-
oughly vetted the questions be-
forehand.”

I looked to the back of the room
for approval from the Scholars’

Bowl judge I was paired with,
Newton teacher Scott McCloud. 

If our time together during the
Scholars’ Bowl meet was a war
movie, he'd have been played by a
stubble-faced Tom Hanks, guiding
me through the minefield of pro-
nunciations and arguments.

When I faltered, it was him de-
ciding if “A Midsummer's Night's
Dream” was an acceptable answer
to a Shakespeare question or if
the student's extra “s” made it un-
acceptable. 

Between rounds, he told horror
stories of late Scholars’ Bowl
nights, of long break periods be-
tween rounds, or prolonged meets.
He had no wish to repeat such
things, so together,with our team
of crack student score keepers
and timers, we slogged through
16 Scholars’ Bowl rounds. Each
round had 16 questions. 

As I left, I told the kids in my
room, “Well, it's been real. It's
been good. But it's not been real
good.”

I was inspired by the cool-
sounding statement. What a cool
thing for an adult to say. I knew
that's what young Scholars’ Bowl
me would have thought. I got
blank stares. 

I was no longer cool. But then
again, I never was cool. Some
things don't change.

On the subject of things I don't
know, I served as a peppernut
judge for the Faith and Life book-
store's annual contest. I tested all
21 samples. I have no idea what
the perfect peppernut tastes like.

I rated them mostly on if I'd want
to eat them or not. That involves
not chipping a tooth, being over-
powered by anise, or wondering
why on Earth they didn't add a
bit of salt in the recipe. There
were some great cookies, about 10
in the mid range and about five
or so that were awful. 

If you entered the contest, I as-
sure you that the one you entered
was the one I really liked.

Still, if you're upset your pep-
pernut didn't win, tell yourself
that your judge was awful. That's
what I told myself when my
Mom's chili didn't win the Chili
Cookoff this September, as it re-
ally was the best one around—at
least I preferred it. 

And as a final bit of ignorance
and one that will I'm sure result
in a flurry of letters to the editor,
I can't really read cursive. I'm
coming clean. I once had a
teacher in my life who told me I'd
go no where in life if I didn't have
good cursive penmanship. Thank
God I write all my columns and
articles and notes in cursive and
not on a keyboard. I think about
that statement sometimes still
today. 

I say all this because I heard
someone speak at a recent meet-
ing saying they were “heartbro-
ken” their child doesn't know
cursive.  

Be glad the school teaches
them enough critical thinking to
question why an antiquated form
of writing is still important to
learn. Or that the school teaches
how to use a computer. I will re-
tract all my sass when someone
brings a job listing to me that
states “Must know cursive, not
Microsoft Office”. 

Unless the kid's dream is to be
a professional calligrapher,
they're going to be OK.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be
reached at 316-283-7899 or
adam@harveycountynow.com.

Managing editor not very smart

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

eBeware when dealing with eBay

WENDY’S WORDS

WENDY NUGENT

See EBAY / 7

Like your rights?
Thank George Mason

When someone mentions the name George
Mason, the first thought that may come to mind
is: "Oh, yes, they have a great basketball team."

That's true, but basketball is not the reason George
Mason should be remembered by most Americans. His
contribution to our nation is much more important.

Mason is recog-
nized as the Father
of the Bill of
Rights. I know, you
probably thought it
was James Madi-
son. While Madison
did "propose" the
U.S. Bill of Rights,
he did so in re-
sponse to a band of
vocal opponents of
the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

The National Constitution Center in Philadelphia in-
cludes a striking exhibit of 42 life-sized bronze statues
of the Founding Fathers, the icons of their day: Alexan-
der Hamilton, Benjamin Franklin, George Washington
and Madison, to name just a few.

But in that same room are the statues of three other
delegates to the Constitutional Convention who defi-
antly refused to put pen to paper and sign the docu-
ment. Why? Because the Constitution did not include a
Bill of Rights spelling out the rights of states and the
freedom of citizens.

It was a classic struggle between the Federalists and
the Anti-Federalists. The Federalists argued against a
Bill of Rights in the Constitution, but the Anti-Federal-
ists were leery of a document not including safeguards
of the most basic individual liberties we've come to cher-
ish.

KANSAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

DOUG ANSTAETT

See MASON / 7
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Ihold the title of M.D., which
stands for Marketing Dude.
People often ask how I came

up with that. Believe it or not, it
came from comedian Steve Martin.

Several years ago, I saw an in-
terview with him on television,
and Martin said he knew the only
way he could make it in comedy
was to “pervert it.” Straight strand
up wouldn't work in a world so full
of comedians. He had to make it
weird, different and zany, which is
exactly what he did. And that's ex-
actly what I knew I had to do: be
more than just another plain,
vanilla, stuffed shirt marketing di-
rector.

Stealing Martin's idea, I broke
all the rules. The first move I
made as the new M.D. was lose
the suit. Yes, as crazy as it sounds,
at one time I actually wore a suit
and tie to work every day. That is
until one of my customers told me
I looked uncomfortable and to
knock it off. I took his advice,
peeled off the tie, ditched my
socks, threw on a pair of jeans and
never looked back.

Author and marketing guru
Seth Godin defines marketing as
“The contest for people's atten-
tion.” He's right; marketing really
is just a fancy word for a constant
push to get the world to look at
you.

Along with Steve Martin's strat-

egy I also took Godin's definition
to heart and jumped in the mad
contest for attention. After leaving
the suit and tie behind, I created
the fun yet memorable title of
M.D. I have “Mad Men” style busi-
ness cards, wear a wig in promo-
tional videos, and include a picture
of myself wearing sunglasses in
my e-mails to customers. People
are sometimes freaked out at my
off-the-wall approach.

Don't freak out, man. I'm just
trying to get your attention. 

Before I quit, I have to tell you
about one of the best sales people I
know in Newton. Her name is
Brylie and she's 10 years old. I re-
cently bought a poinsettia plant
from her, and before that, I bought
a mum.

Brylie's profits from her sales go
into her “athletic account,” which
help fund her participation in tum-
bling. Instead of her parents pay-

ing for everything, the girl gets out
there and hustles. She earns it.
That's extreme ownership, and I'm
impressed.

Even though it's Brylie's show,
she does have a sales team. Her
mom, Julie, handles promotion
through social media. As she
makes her sales calls, her dad,
Dan, and little sister Kynlie tag
along in the background for sup-
port. Kynlie refuses to be left be-
hind.

I was going to tease Brylie on
this round for not having a pen
with her. But then I thought,
maybe she did that on purpose to
get me engaged in the sales
process. Once I left her at the door
to grab a pen, she had closed the
sale. Who am I kidding? She had
me sold the minute I saw her smil-
ing face at my door step. Along
with being a cracker jack of a sales
lady, she's also polite and puts up
with me giving her a hard time. I
wish more kids were this resource-
ful.

Brylie, keep up the good work.
Look me up when hit working age.
I have a sales job with your name
on it.

Bruce Behymer is the managing
editor at Newton Now and The

Edge. He can be reached at
bruce@harveycountynow.com or

316-281-7899.

Getting the world to look at us Guest Editorial
County legals represent a

big step for newspaper

I’ve tried hard this year to stay
away from online political con-
versations, because their only

points have been to alienate some,
rally spirited debate and ulti-
mately cause a lot of “unfriending.”

But, as Christmas grows nearer,
I realize discussing politics on so-
cial media is actually a brilliant
strategy for those people who wish
to save money on card postage and
gifts. Each time someone blocks
you from their profile because of
some diatribe you launched into
about immigration reform, it elimi-
nates one from your annual ex-
change.

That strategy is my only expla-
nation for some of the outlandish
stances I see on Facebook.

While, at times, it’s been difficult
scrolling past some of the drivel
without providing my own com-
ments, my wish for staying on
everyone’s Christmas gift list far
outweighed the desire to share my
opinion—even when I knew I was
right.

So, for those people still search-
ing for just the right item to create
a memorable Christmas for me,
I’m including a few selections. Be-
cause, if I’ve learned nothing else,
it’s that the trick to living well is to
aim for less material stuff. That
way, when it’s time for me to join
the dust from whence I came, it
will be without fear of a big family
squabble over my collection of shot
glasses…

A politician to admire. Frankly,
I’m tired of the ones already in of-
fice. They constantly bicker, often
forget all about their constituents
once they hit the road to Topeka or
Washington, D.C., and they spend
too much time pointing fingers at

each other instead of working to-
ward bipartisan solutions. My
mom would have been perfect as
president, because Congress would
have learned to speak civilly or
there would need to be more cor-
ners in the chambers for them to
sit in. She wouldn’t allow Twitter,
either, and anyone caught tweeting
would pay the high price of being
grounded from their colleagues and
their devices. Actually, in light of
the many allegations facing those
in Congress, everyone should prob-
ably be grounded forever anyway.

Time. Don’t tell my son, Brett,
who aspires to become a novelist
one day, but I have two award-win-
ning story ideas in my head that
I’ve promised to put on paper,
“someday.” The problem is that
someday has a way of creeping up
on you, and suddenly you’re look-
ing back and wondering where it
all went. My time always seems in
short supply, much like running
out of water on a long hike when
you’re furthest from a refill. 

More Saturday mornings. This is
something I could really use, be-
cause it’s when I’m usually able to
relax over a cup of coffee and de-
cide whether the yard really needs
to be mowed or if a fishing trip

with my son and grandson is in
order instead. I would even pro-
pose an amendment to introduce a
four-day work week to accomplish
my wish, which would provide an
extra “Saturday” for spending time
with family, enjoying a hobby or
simply providing each of us a
chance to pause and see the beauty
in this place we briefly inhabit.

Learn to listen to each other
with a closed mouth and open
mind. As a place filled with people
who mostly came from somewhere
else and founded on the principle
of free idea exchange, civil dis-
course and respect for other’s opin-
ions, we need reminded that there
are far more unities than divisions
by simply listening to one other. 

So there you have it—three mod-
est wishes for my gift list. I can al-
most hear what you’re
thinking—either I have sugar
plums dancing in my head or I’ve
hit the “Santa Sauce” a little early
this year.

I can’t argue the former, but
with each passing year, I find my-
self dreaming more about such
things, not unlike my childhood
when I wished for a Johnny West
action figure or an electric train
set. Back then, Santa delivered,
which gives me hope for this year,
also.

And, just to initiate the spirit of
my wish list, I’ll even take the first
step: “Merry Christmas, everyone!
And, all the best to you for 2018!”

Ken, who actually still has one
material item on his Christmas

list—a camper that he hopes his
wife can fit under the tree…or in
the driveway—can be reached at

Ken.Knepper@gmail.com.

A politician to admire, more Saturdays on Christmas wish list
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CONVERSATION PIECE

KEN KNEPPER

certain price. I thought
maybe that happened on
the one offer that eBay
thinks I rejected, but it
didn't. I didn't have the
bottom price that high.

In the future, I might
be talking more to ladies
from another country,
which I'm assuming is
India. Their accents were
a bit difficult for me to un-
derstand. Instead of get-

ting really angry with
them, like I have in the
past, I'm now thinking of
them as people, with fam-
ilies. I imagine the one gal
lives in a big city in a
high-rise apartment, and
she's decked out in
brightly colored clothing.
It doesn't take her long to
get to work, since she has
a car parked in the apart-
ment lot. She has parents
who love her. This helps
me get over the “why does
eBay have people from
India I can hardly under-

stand on the phone”
anger—I see her as a per-
son who needs a job, and
maybe she, too, has a lit-
tle black dog at home that
greets her at the door like
mine does.

Well, maybe I'll have
the opportunity to talk to
her again, if I notice an
offer was made on a
sweater that was auto-
matically turned down by
eBay for no reason. I'd
think eBay would want to
fix this glitch, as it's in
their best interest to sell

things.
On another note, Steve

is shocked I'd sell a
sweater. He knows how
much I love sweaters.
However, I swim around
in a couple of these, so I
need to do that. I do like
swimming but not in my
clothes. I prefer water!

Wendy Nugent is the
features editor at Newton
Now. She can be reached

at wendy@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-

7899.

It's taken us a few years, but we've finally won the
right to publish the Harvey County legal publications. 

That means you will be seeing legal publications, offi-
cial county budgets, notices of public auction and other
documents that the state requires Harvey County to
publish in Newton Now. And it means the taxpayer will
again realize significant savings, due to a competitive
bidding process.  

This is the third year Newton Now has bid or co-bid
for the county legals. 

Before we started up here, there was a lack of compet-
itive bidding, and taxpayers were paying $14 per col-
umn inch to publish county legals. 

Through the competitive bidding process, that num-
ber is now down to $3.75 per column inch. Through
three years, using the continually decreasing rates the
county has approved, that means a minimum savings of
$43,125, had the county not undertaken competitive
bidding on the county legals. 

It was a wise decision by county commissioners to de-
cide to take the lowest bid to publish their legals and to
continue to realize such savings through a competitive
bidding process. 

Had they not, there really wouldn't have been any in-
centive for us to keep bidding for them and to keep sav-
ing money for taxpayers. It also would have sent a bad
message for other contractors bidding for county work.

We take such a decision seriously here. 
While this contract will not present a massive wind-

fall for us financially, it does give us a chance to practice
what we preach. 

We never set out to be a newspaper beholden to tax-
payer's support to keep publishing. We wish to be a
newspaper that is supported by our readers and adver-
tisers and, in turn, provides service to those people. This
decision by the county commission furthers that goal.

Yet for those of us who have dug, scrapped and la-
bored in this community to build a local paper from the
ground up, this decision also represents a much larger
victory. A few years ago, our publication didn't exist,
outside of a plan and an old black banner with the New-
ton Now logo stretched over a small pop up tent at the
Newton Car Show.  

Today, as we sit in this office on Main Street, typing
this editorial, we see a paper that continues to grow
with subscribers, rack sales and advertisers. We have
an intensely loyal and dedicated group of readers, who
act on the information they see presented on these
pages. We've seen such loyal readers make sustained
and impressive changes within the community. 

The decision Monday by the county commission now
represents a governing body showing the same confi-
dence in our publication that our readers and advertis-
ers do. That follows other votes of confidence by
governing bodies such as North Newton. The Newton
City Commission will look at bids for their own legal no-
tices in January. 

Each one of these decisions by a governing body saves
taxpayers money and keeps money being spent within a
company that has ownership in Newton and a dedica-
tion to the city, Harvey County and south central
Kansas. These decisions fund local jobs overseen by
local owners who have no corporate hedge fund owners
in New York to keep satisfied. The only people we an-
swer to are our readers.

So, as with anything, thank you to our readers who
have helped us build this company and newspaper into
what it is today. We hope to grow our footprint, cover-
age and influence in the community. Stay tuned as we
continue to organize upcoming events, report on the
news, advocate for improvements in the city and county,
and work every day to make the communities we work
in the best they can possibly be.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

EBAY
From Page 6

George Mason was one of those three refusing to sign.
He was joined in his protest by Edmund Randolph, also
of Virginia, and Elbridge Gerry of Massachusetts.

Mason several years earlier wrote the Virginia Decla-
ration of Rights in his call for independence from Great
Britain. That document later became the template for
our own statement of individual rights in the first 10
amendments to the U.S. Constitution.

In his Virginia declaration, he wrote, "All men are
born equally free and independent and have certain in-
herent natural rights […] among which are the enjoy-
ment of life and liberty, with the means of acquiring and
possessing property, and pursuing and obtaining happi-
ness and safety."

While Mason seems to have been relegated to no more
than a bit part in our nation's history, he is really the
one we should honor as we cherish our individual rights,
which include:

Freedom of speech.
Freedom of assembly.
Freedom of the press.
Freedom of religion.
Freedom to petition government for a redress of griev-

ances.
The right to bear arms.
The right to due process.
The right against self-incrimination.
The right to a jury trial.
Thanks to all our Founding Fathers, but especially

George Mason, we can all raise a toast in celebration of
the 226th anniversary of the U.S. Bill of Rights.

Now, as commentator Paul Harvey used to say, "you
know the rest of the story."

Doug Anstaett is executive director of the Kansas Press
Association and a former newspaper 

publisher in Newton.

MASON
From Page 6

Say what?

Champions keep
playing until they get it
right. Then they play
more.

Billie Jean King
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Upstairs, they broke in
through a side door to get into
the RE/MAX office. Again, elec-
tronics and valuables were left
alone. Employees thought some
coins or petty cash might have
been taken.

It was in attorney Brad Jantz's
office where they hit pay dirt.

"I made it easy for them,"
Jantz said. "I had a deposit to
make. I had it stacked with en-
velopes and a deposit slip."

Jantz thinks that, in total,
thieves made off with around
$4,000 from his office, stealing
the deposit he had sitting on his
desk waiting to be taken to the
bank.

"They were pretty determined
in my case," he said. "My guess is
they looked at the professional of-
fices like the accountants and
mine and the realty firms."

Jantz said that he had recently
received a sizable payment for
his services but didn't think it
possible that someone would
have known he had that payment
in his office.

As for how the thieves got into
the building, Stevens and others
said they were told by police that
it was possibly by prying the
back door of the building open.

On the outside of the building,
no windows were visibly broken.

Stevens said she thought it
possible that someone could have
done a walk through and evalu-
ated the building for the crime
during the annual open house
that offices hold in the building
which took place last Thursday.

A majority of the offices bur-
glarized were open during that
event.

The investigation to the bur-
glary is ongoing. Detectives con-
tinued to be on the scene
Tuesday morning.

Newton Police Lt. Scott Powell
said that police were still taking
reports and finding victims of the
burglary and he'd hope to have
more information on the crime in
the coming days.

In May, a similar office break
in took place at the Old Mill
Building at 301 N. Main as well
as at the Train Depot at 414 N
Main St. Thieves made off with a
little more than $500 in those
cases.

tiers of graduating honors at
Newton High School, students
now must take advanced place-
ment classes. 

The placement classes ensure
more rigorous course work but
also that more students have ac-
cess to and are graduating with
college credits. 

There are currently 197 stu-
dents at Newton High School en-
rolled in the 12 advanced
placement classes. Ninety-nine
are seniors and 98, juniors. 

The classes currently cover six
subjects: English, calculus, his-
tory, psychology and biology, as
well as government and politics.
In total, students will take 589
AP qualified classes through the
school’s program this year. The
most popular is this year's first
semester U.S. history classes,
which have 177 students en-
rolled. 

Moore said the AP programs
pair with the school’s robust Ca-
reer and Technical Education
Pathways programming. 

The CTE classes offer training
in a number of categories such as
business, engineering, restau-
rant and event management, ma-
chining and welding. The classes
seek to give students technical
skills and certifications they can
use to get jobs following high
school. 

“The question is no longer,
‘What college are you going to?’”
program director Melinda Rangel
said in a previous Newton Now
article. “The question is now,
‘What are your post-secondary
options?’ That opens the door for
a lot of different things. It might
not be college for some of our stu-
dents. It might be the trade
school, or it might be right into
business and industry. So I think
everything is on the table for our
kids. Our goal is preparing them
for whatever path they choose.”

Newton High School also ac-
counted for nine out of 44 of the
State of Kansas's Career and
Technical Education Scholars in
the first year of the state award-
ing that distinction. 

To be honored as a CTE
Scholar, a student must com-
plete a checklist of require-
ments, including at least three
credit hours in CTE classes.
They must have at least a 3.5
GPA in those classes, as well as
have 80 hours of job shadowing
or an internship. The students
also need 25 hours of community
service.

Moore said both programs
work together to make sure
Newton High School's student
body is prepared for the future. 

“We're just trying to get stu-
dents ready for secondary suc-
cess,” she said. 

HONOR
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THIEVES
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keep this alive. Most Hispan-
ics that know about this come
in and keep it alive.”

Romero said she knows
eight dances, although there
are four she doesn’t know.
Olais provides the costumes.
However, dancers can buy
their own costumes, if they
wish. Romero said she learned
the dances by watching, and
she tells the newer members
that’s how they need to learn,
as well.

She said her favorite dance
is La Negra, which incorpo-
rates the colorful dresses and
comes from central Mexico.

The troupe started years
ago, when Olais’ daughter,
Paloma, was born in 1990, and
Olais was the one who started
it.

“We went on this trip to San
Francisco, and it was like a
cultural trip,” Olais said,
adding the group that went on
that trip was the Spanish
Club.

The trip’s purpose was to ex-
pose students to Hispanic cul-
ture.

“We had it here, but they
didn’t know everything that
was happening,” Olais said
about Hispanic culture.

During the trip, they saw
Azteca dancers from Sacra-
mento perform and went to
Theatro Campesino, a theater
group that’s well known for
presenting Hispanic plays.
They went to a variety of areas
in San Francisco, camped out,
stayed in a school and went to
the ocean.

“We were on a bus,” Olais
said. “So, we came back, and
the kids were all pumped up.
‘We want to do something.’”

Growing up, Olais was in a
dance group through Our Lady
of Guadalupe Catholic Church
in Newton, and her mom was
in charge of that group. So
these high school students
wanted a dance group.

“We started with about 10
kids, and then the group that
my mother had was about 10
kids also, so when we started
in 1990, the kids that went on
this trip wanted to be in it,
and we just put our clothes to-
gether,” Olais said.

At that time, Olais’s mom’s
group stopped meeting, and
Olais’s assistant coach, Crystal
Thayer, helped do a lot of the
costume sewing.

“We made a lot of the cos-
tumes out of curtains or mate-
rials or garage sales—just
anything we could make out-
fits from,” Olais said.

Now, Olais’ assistant coach
is her sister, DiAnne Decker,
who’s done it for six years.

“This year, there’s a lot of
kids, and they love to dance,”
Decker said. “They’d like to
dance every day.”

Membership in the group
varies from year to year, from
15 to 25. This year, there are
15 girls and six boys. Olais
said they’ll soon have recruit-
ment for kids who want to
dance. In addition to Romero,
the other senior is Chris Ro-
driguez.

The group does dances from
various regions of Mexico. For
instance, one of their dances
has them wearing all white
from a fishing area in Mexico.

Olais said most of their per-
formances this year are during
the spring semester and that
they let kids who still want to
dance, even if they’ve gradu-
ated from high school, be in
the group up to age 23 as a
“community dancer.” Then,
they have to become a teacher.

The troupe performs in the
area, as long as the trip isn’t

too far, Olais said, adding dur-
ing the 70th Mexican-Ameri-
can men’s softball tournament
this summer in Newton,
they’re going to have alumni
dancers perform. In addition,
dancers went on a cruise last
academic year.

Olais believes students
enjoy being in the group.

“It think that it’s been a
good response this year and
hopefully helps their memo-
ries here at high school,” she
said.

Decker said the students ei-
ther have family in Mexico or
they’re from Mexico. However,
Olais said, students don’t have
to be from Mexico or have
such heritage to be in the
group.

“It’s something that they
show they’re proud of their
heritage,” Decker said.

field trip with his “Little's” class
to a museum in Wichita.

“I can help them with home-
work,” he said. “Sometimes we
talk,” adding they also play
games outside. “I generally try
to not do it over lunch. I try to
invest all the time I have meet-
ing with the student.”

Mellinger said he’s grateful
for the schools that are under-
standing of his schedule.

“I work for the railroad and
am on call 24/7,” he said. “If I
can do it, anyone can do it. It
doesn’t take very much time,
and you’re investing in some-
one’s life. Right now, with our
political situation, we have a lot
of divisiveness. This is a way to
break down some of those barri-
ers.”

Chris Allen, match support
specialist with the local Big
Brothers, said Mellinger’s “Lit-
tle” told her Mellinger is like
his father who’s not there; he’s
in Mexico.

“We always need men, be-
cause the bulk of our waiting
list is boys,” said Shelly Chin-
berg, regional director, adding

boys need a father figure.
Mellinger enjoys stepping

into that role and thinks being
a “Big” is rewarding.

“Would encourage anyone to
contact Big and get involved,”
he said. “It’s an opportunity you
won't regret.”

He said the “Little” he has
now is quicker to hug and show
appreciation than others he’s
mentored. Some kids have diffi-
culty showing appreciation be-
cause they didn’t have that
modeled for them. Mellinger
said for people to not go into
Big Brothers Big Sisters expect-
ing outward signs of love. In-
stead, they should do it to give.

“They look forward to it,” he
said about the “Littles.” “They
ask when you’re coming next.”

Just like Mellinger in his
consistency, so has the Big
Brothers organization been in
Newton. However, just re-
cently, they’ve had some
changes. About a week ago,
they moved from their West
Sixth locations, where they had
been for at least a couple
decades, to the building be-
tween Bank of the West and
McDonald's on North Main
Street. Chinberg said that after
the last storm, there was a leak

that hurt the electrical system,
and they didn't need all the
space that was there.

Allen said their current spot
on North Main is a good loca-
tion, and they plan to have a
sign.

Another change is their di-
rector, Paula Smith, left four to
five months ago, and now Chin-
berg is continuing with that
role. 

“Newton is a place that has
incredible board support and
committees,” Chinberg said,
adding they might be the best
in the state. “I would say top
notch, for sure. It's just been
fun and refreshing.”

She said she's spoken to vari-
ous organizations in town, in-
cluding the Kiwanis Club and
Rotary. 

“If you ask for help, every-
body just says yes,” she said.

She said Newton Police Offi-
cer Jon Adkins is a wonderful
“Big” and that there's a na-
tional Big Brothers program
called Bigs in Blue, which has
grown. The local police depart-
ment has three matches with
officers and a fourth match
coming in January.

Chinberg echoed Mellinger's
thoughts, saying anyone can be

a “Big.” She said some people
don't think they have anything
to offer kids, but they do.

“They are hungry for it,” she
said regarding the kids.

“They just need that one per-
son to be there and love ’em,”
Allen added.

Those interested in giving of
their time to youth can call the
local Big Brothers office at 318-
283-0070. 

The organization has at least
two ways the general public
can become a volunteer—
through a community-based
match or through the students'
schools.

Chinberg said they ask the
mentors to give a year commit-
ment, but people can go longer.
The kids have had a lot of tran-
sition in their lives, so they
need something stable. Some
matches in the past have
started in school and then
moved to a community-based
match, Chinberg said.

One of those “Bigs,”
Mellinger, wants to be there for
his “Little.”

“I don't want to let him
down,” he said. “I want to show
up. Be a friend, be kind, show
genuine concern and show in-
terest in that person.”

DIRECTOR
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, Cynthia Romero, Jacquelin Riguero and Jada Smith do an end-of-a-dance pose during rehearsal. 
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Giving opportunities still abound before Christmas

With slightly less than two
weeks to go before Christmas
Day, there are still opportuni-
ties in the community to give to
those in need as well as receive
help.

For victims of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault served
by Safehope, help is available
through the shelter’s Angel Tree
project. Often, victims and their
children leave all their belong-
ings behind to start anew. Par-
ents who are financially
stressed get to see their children
receive gifts through the Angel
Tree project.

There are 14 families who
still need to be “adopted,” said
Christina Smith, community en-
gagement coordinator for Safe-
hope, formerly known as
Harvey County DV/SA Task
Force.

Anyone wishing to adopt or
needing help can contact Safe-
hope at 316-803-1800 or by e-
mail at
angeltreeproject2017@gmail.co
m. The online address is safe-
hope.net, and there is a Face-
book page at Safehope DVSA.

The shelter needs all dona-
tions by Friday, Dec. 15, at the
latest. Gifts can be brought to
Safehope at 316 N. Oak. They
will be distributed the following
day, Smith said.

Safehope also has gift card
trees at both Dillons stores in

Newton, where people can pur-
chase gift cards that will be
given to “survivors” and help
them pay for gas, food and other
basic need items.

For the third year in a row,
the Newton Police Department
is giving gifts to needy families
through its Operation Blue
Christmas program.

“It fosters positive feelings be-
tween the community, kids par-
ticularly, and the police
department,” said Cpl. Deanna
Mowery, who coordinates the
program for the Newton PD.
“The kids are always excited. It
puts a smile on their faces,
which puts a smile on the offi-
cers’ faces, and the parents are
very appreciative. Some fami-

lies don’t always see us on the
most positive basis, so this is a
good thing.”

People can call the NPD at
316-284-6030 to inquire about
gifts to buy. Donations can be
dropped off at the police depart-
ment (120 E. Seventh), Heart to
Heart (702 N. Main) or Aaron’s
Rent to Own (1411 N. Main). All
donations will have to be in by
Dec. 15, Mowery said.

Carter’s, a children’s clothing
store at 601 SE 36th St. #120 C,
is collecting pajamas for infants
to children of 5 or 6 in Harvey
County.

The store is distributing
strictly new pajamas. Donations
can be dropped off at Carter’s,
store manager Krista Stafford

said. 
Harvey County United Way

Executive Director Tina Payne
is distributing the donations to
numerous drop-off points, where
parents can collect them. Places
include Cooper Early Education
Center, Heartland Pregnancy
Center, Hesston Child Care,
Newton Community Child Care,
Halstead Neighbors Store, Bur-
rton Post Office and Sedgwick
Christian Church.

Any family in need can con-
tact Payne at 316-283-7101, and
she will direct them to a distrib-
utor in their respective commu-
nity.

New Hope Shelter, 900 W.
Broadway St., Building 7, also
has a need for donations. Right
now, there are 19 residents, a
number which could fluctuate
by Christmas, but only three or
four people have signed up to be
“secret Santas,” said James Wil-
son, director of the shelter.

Anyone wishing to buy gifts
for residents of the shelter can
e-mail Wilson at
james@newhope-shelter.org or
call the shelter at 316-283-7711.
Gift givers will receive wish lists
from people in which they list
three practical gifts they would
like to receive for Christmas. It
could be work shirts, coats,
boots, gloves or other such
items, Wilson said. The pres-
ents are given to residents dur-
ing a Christmas Eve party.

Secret Santas are “always in-
vited to the Christmas party,”
Wilson said.

BY JEFF GUY
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

NEWTON NOW FILE PHOTO
In a file photo, Newton Police Officer Jon Adkins talks with Santa (Tony Hawpe)
about presents that need delivered for Operation Blue Christmas. 
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Betty L.
(Weinbrenner)
Funk, 92, died
Thursday, Dec.
7, 2017, at
Schowalter
Villa in Hes-
ston, following
a brief illness. 

She was born
July 21, 1925,
in Newton to Albert A and
Vida D. (Aurenheimer)
Weinbrenner. On Aug. 22,
1947, she married the love
of her life, Ray N. Funk, in
Reedley, Calif., and he pre-
ceded her in death on Dec.
27, 2008. Together, they
welcomed five children into
their family—Jan, Miriam,
Mark, Rodney and Carole.

She was a graduate of
Reedley, Calif., High
School and earned a bache-
lor of home economics from
Bethel College.

Betty was a longtime
resident of Hillsboro,
where she worked closely
alongside her husband,
owning and operating the
former Gambles Hardware
Store and the Trail Lanes
Bowling Center. 

While living in Hillsboro,
they were members of the
Trinity Mennonite Church
and attended Bethel Col-
lege Mennonite Church
after moving to Newton
nearly 14 years ago.

While living at Kidron,
she expanded her many
friendships to include her
fellow residents and neigh-
bors. 

Of all of Betty’s accom-
plishments and adven-
ture’s in her life, she
considered that of being a
loving and supportive wife,
mother and friend most im-

portant of all.
Christmas and
holiday gather-
ings were a
special time in
her house.
Betty will be
greatly missed,
and the void
she leaves in
her family will

be very hard to fill, but it
seems fitting that our mom
and our friend is spending
Christmas with Jesus and
our dad this year.

Betty is survived by her
children, Mark E. Funk
and his wife Donna of
North Newton, Rodney W.
Funk of Hillsboro, Jan
Kelly and her husband
John of Newton, Miriam
Siebert and her husband
Rick of Marshfield, Mo.,
and Carole and her hus-
band Marcus Brown of
LaQuinta, Calif. She also is
survived by 11 grandchil-
dren, Kerry, Colton and
Cassidy Funk, Jennifer
Rewkowski, Julie Linden-
meyer, Jamie Harris,
Kristi Harris, Tennille
Terry, Lisa Burbridge,
Nathan Brown and Au-
tumn Brown; 11 great-
grandchildren; and a very
special “granddog” Chevy.

Betty was preceded in
death by her parents and
husband.

A private family inurn-
ment will be at Haven of
Rest Cemetery in Hills-
boro.

Memorials are suggested
to Bethel College, Mennon-
ite Central Committee or
Bethel College Mennonite
Church in care of Petersen
Funeral Home in Newton.

BETTY FUNK
Harold

Gene Leit-
ner, 91, died
Monday, Dec.
11, 2017, at
Catholic
Care Center
in Bel Aire.

He was
born April 8,
1926, in
Traer to Paul and There-
sia Leitner. He attended
high school in Traer. He
served in the U.S. Navy
from 1944-1946 as a gun-
ner’s mate 3rd Class dur-
ing World War II on the
U.S.S. Mississippi. 

On May 24, 1949, he
married Marcella Rose
Riepl in Herndon, and
they were married 68
years. Gene spent a life-
time of farming on the
Leitner farm home in De-
catur County, raising
three daughters, Patricia,
Barbara and Donna.
Upon moving to Oberlin,
he farmed and raised cat-
tle on the Louise Pollnow
Homestead. He was a
parishioner of St. Mary’s
Assumption Church of
Herndon and the Sacred
Heart Church of Oberlin.
He was a member of the
Herndon V.F.W. and the
Oberlin American Legion. 

Gene was preceded in
death by his parents; and
brothers, Robert, Marvin
and Jerald Leitner.

Gene is survived by his
wife, Marcella; children,

Patricia
Tongish
(Dave) of New-
ton, Barbara
Leitner of
Farmington,
N.M., and
Donna Wilson
(Steve) of Wi-
chita; five
grandchildren,

Ashley Houser (Britt) of
Newton, Lesley Williams
(Bryce) of Kansas City,
Kan., John Tongish of
Newton, Jarrett Tongish
of Tokyo, Japan, and De-
siree Wilson of Kansas
City, Mo.; and two great-
grandchildren, Knox
Houser and Graham
Williams. 

Visitation was on Dec.
13 at Downing & Lahey
East Mortuary. Funeral
services are at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 14, fol-
lowing a 9 a.m. rosary at
the St. Elizabeth Chapel,
Catholic Care Center in
Bel Aire. A memorial
service will be at 1 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 15, at St.
Mary’s Assumption
Church in Herndon, fol-
lowed by interment at the
Herndon Cemetery. 

Memorials are sug-
gested to St. Mary's As-
sumption Church, 541
Palermo Ave., Herndon,
KS, 67739; or the Good
Samaritan Center, 108 E.
Ash, Oberlin, KS, 67749.
Share tributes online at:
www.dlwichita.com. 

HAROLD LEITNER
Nicholas W. Moon, 30,

died Sunday, Dec. 10,
2017, at his home in New-
ton. He was born May 8,
1987, in Newton to Jim-
mie P. Jr. and Brenda A.
(McCune) Moon. On Oct.
17, 2007, he married Dom-
inque Owens at Newton,
and she survives of the
home. 

Nick was formerly em-
ployed at Excel Industries
in Hesston. He left Excel
under medical leave. He
had a passion for guns
and weapons. He enjoyed
collecting guns and range
shooting. Nick took his
love of guns to the next
level by reloading his own
shells. Family was impor-
tant, and he could often be
found doing activities and
adventures with his son
Anakin. He greatly looked
forward to spending time
with his loving family and
many friends. Another
love of Nick’s was his
three special dogs. The
family has many photos of
Nick lounging and relax-

ing with his beloved dogs,
Trigger, Kaybee and
Rayne.

He is survived by his
wife, Dominque of the
home; son, Anakin, also of
the home; parents, Jim-
mie Moon Jr. and Brenda
Moon; brothers, Bryan
Moon of Newton and Jim-
mie Moon III of Jefferson-
ville, Ind.; and one sister,
Anita Moon of Newton.

He was preceded in
death by his grandfather,
Jimmie Moon, Sr.

A service of celebration
and remembrance will be
at 10 a.m. Thursday, Dec.
14, at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton, with
Pastor Jimmie Moon III
presiding. Visitation was 5
to 9 p.m. Wednesday at
Petersen Funeral Home,
with the family receiving
friends from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
at the funeral home.

Memorials may be made
to the Nick Moon Family
Fund to help offset ex-
penses in care of Petersen
Funeral Home.  

NICHOLAS MOON

With
heavy
hearts, we
announce
that our fa-
ther, founder
and former
owner of
Brenneman’s
Body Shop,
Richard “RB”
Joseph Brenneman,
passed away on Monday,
Dec. 11, 2017. 

The family will host a
gathering, to greet rela-
tives and friends, from 1
to 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
16, at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton.

Memorial donations
can be made to the
“Mary Kessler Scholar-
ship Fund” in care of
Newton Presbyterian

Manor or
Harry Hynes
Hospice of
Newton.

Our love
and apprecia-
tion goes out
to the amaz-
ing caregivers,
nurses, resi-
dents and

staff of both Newton
Presbyterian Manor and
Harry Hynes Hospice.
All of these wonderful
people helped make this
difficult time a little bit
easier for us. We are all
very thankful for the
love and support that
was shown to “RB” and
us. He was loved by
many and will be missed
greatly.

RICHARD BRENNEMAN

Catherine
Schlender
Becker, 85,
passed away
on Sunday,
Dec. 10,
2017, at her
home in
Newton. She
was born on
Aug. 22,
1932, to Milton and Edna
(Nanninga) Schlender in
Newton.

Catherine attended
Moundridge schools and
was a 1951 graduate of
Moundridge High School.
She was an employee of
the Presbyterian Manor
for many years. 

Catherine married
Levi Becker on Aug. 20,
1955, at the United
Methodist Church in
Moundridge. They were
married and lived in
Newton for 62 years
prior to her passing. 

In time of Catherine
and Levi’s need of care,
their two nephews and
wives, Vincent and Mar-
cella Becker and Jason
and Elaine Becker, gave
unselfishly of themselves
to help them with their
care.

Catherine accepted
Jesus Christ as her sav-
ior at Moundridge
United Methodist
Church as a young girl
and continued to love
and serve him until her
death.

Catherine enjoyed
family activities, garden-
ing, canning and travel-
ing. She was an avid

Kansas State
University
football and
basketball
fan.

She is sur-
vived by her
husband, Levi
Becker;
daughter, Lu
Anne

Petropoulos; nieces and
nephews, Vincent and
Marcella Becker, Jason
and Elaine Becker,
Shelly and Dave Lujano,
and Carolyn and Rich
Welbourn; and numerous
other friends and rela-
tives.

She was preceded in
death by her father and
mother; brother, Fred
Schlender; and brother-
in-laws, Edwin and Gina
Becker, and Glenn and
Helen Becker.

Funeral services are
scheduled for 1 p.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 15, at Trinity
Heights United
Methodist Church of
Newton. A public visita-
tion will be from 5 to 9
p.m. Thursday, Dec.14,
at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton. The
family will be present
from 6 to 8 p.m. to greet
friends and family.

A memorial has been
established for the
Catherine Becker Service
Fund, Petersen Funeral
Home, 215 N. Main,
Newton, KS 67114. 

Catherine will be re-
membered for her
friendly and loving ways
and her good deeds. 

CATHERINE BECKER

Edward H.
“Ned” Sha-
far, 88, died
on Saturday,
Dec. 9, 2017,
at Harry
Hynes Me-
morial Hos-
pice-St.
Francis, Wi-
chita.

Edward was born on
June 30, 1929, in Rod-
man, Iowa, to Fay and
Naomi (Hedrick) Shafar.
He was the youngest of
12 children.

Edward attended Iowa
schools and was drafted
into the Army during the
Korean War. He served
his country for 18
months in Korea.

He married Delta
Newberg on Feb. 4, 1950,
in Bedford, Iowa. They
were active participants
in the Square Dancing
Circle 8 and loved being
with their family. They
were married for 54
years prior to her death
in 2004.

Edward was an owner
and operator of a LeEd
Tire. He had many inter-
ests and hobbies. He
loved watching sports.
He was a big fan of foot-
ball, especially the
Kansas City Chiefs, KU
basketball and any sport
in which his grandchil-
dren participated. He
collected metal toy trac-
tors and metal lunch
boxes.

He loved his family

and spending
time with
them. The
family would
gather
monthly to
play cards,
games and
enjoy one an-
other. He was
funny and a

good story teller. He had
nicknames for most
everyone and was an all-
around good man. He
was a great father,
grandfather and great-
grandfather.

He is survived by his
children, Deanne (Terry)
Warhurst, Renae (Bud)
McLain, Lori (Randy)
Hoffman and Alaina
(Dwight) Portlock; two
sisters, Bette Priest and
Mary Utsler; 10 grand-
children: 18 great-grand-
children; and one
great-great-granddaugh-
ter.

He was preceded in
death by his wife, Delta
Shafar; parents, Fay and
Naomi Shafar; four
brothers; and five sis-
ters.

A graveside committal
service was Wednesday,
Dec. 13, at Greenwood
Cemetery in Newton.
There will not be a public
visitation or viewing.  

A memorial has been
established for Harry
Hynnes Memorial Hos-
pice of Newton and the
American Legion of New-
ton.

EDWARD SHAFAR

Newton
12-11
Arrests:
Kenneth Unruh, 49,

Newton, criminal threat,
300 Blk N Pine St

Patrick Danford, 19,
Newton, warrant, 600 Blk
SE Fourth St

Manuel Leon, 41, New-
ton, warrant, Newton Mu-
nicipal Court

Criminal calls:
Criminal damage, 500

Blk E 10th St

12-10
Arrests:
Jessica Werner, 28, New-

ton, disorderly conduct, 400
Blk W Fifth St

Mikayla Swanson, 25,
Newton, domestic battery,
violation of protection
order, 900 Blk N High St

Shayla Petrie, 23, New-
ton, driving with invalid li-
cense, 1300 Blk S Kansas
Ave

Edward baker, 58, New-
ton, domestic battery, 900
Blk N Kansas Ave. 

Criminal calls:
Criminal damage, 700

Blk E Eighth St
Civil complaint, 300 Blk

SE Fifth St
Larceny, 1300 Blk N

Main St

12-9
Arrests: 
Corinna Castro, 43,

Newton, possession of nar-
cotic, 100 Blk W 11th St 

Jackie Mcholland, 46,
Newton, possession of nar-
cotic, 100 Blk W First St

Ronald Reimer, 42, New-
ton, possession of narcotic,
warrant, 100 Blk W 11th
St

Sheyenne Feckner, 25,
Goessel, possession of mar-
ijuana, 1800 Blk S Kansas

Elijah Bridges, 18, Hal-
stead, minor in consump-
tion, 1700 Blk S Kansas

12-8
Arrests:
Daniel Hastings, 36,

Hesston, DUI, U.S. 50 and
Hoover

Criminal calls:
Larceny, 900 Blk E 12th

St

12-7
Arrests:
Kyle Firner, 37, Newton,

domestic battery, 1000 Blk
S Plum St

Michael Thomas, 27,
Newton, aggravated bat-
tery, 600 Blk Medical Cen-
ter Drive

Ryeder Gonzalez, 20,
Newton, violate protection
order,  100 Blk E Seventh
St

Charles Brown, 51, New-
ton, warrant, 800 Blk N
Main St

Hunter Smith, 21, New-
ton, warrant, 100 Blk E
Eighth St

Joshua Dean, 30, Hal-
stead, 100 Blk W Elm St,
Wichita

12-6
Arrests:
Ryeder Gonzalez, 20,

Newton, domestic battery,
1400 Blk S Kansas Ave

Narcisco Martinez, 24,
Wichita, warrant, 100 Blk
W Elm St, Wichita

Melissa Thrasher, 42,
Wichita, driving with in-
valid license, warrant, 900
Blk W 12th St

Criminal calls:
Larceny, 400 Blk N

Poplar St.

12-5
Arrests: 
Johnmark Herrsher, 23,

Newton, disorderly con-
duct, 1100 Blk Washington
Rd

Corbin Barb, 20, New-
ton, disorderly conduct,
1100 Blk Washington Rd

Isidoso Ramos, 63, Wi-
chita, operating vehicle
without a valid license, 100
Blk W Broadway

Hailey Baughman, 25,
Wichita, warrant, 500 Blk
SE 8 Topeka St

Criminal calls:
Domestic Disturbance,

300 Blk W Eighth St

North Newton 
12-9
Arrests:
Luigi Verduzco, Monte-

bello California, possession
of stolen gun/marijuana, I-
135 Mile Marker 34

Brent Haynes, 28, New-
ton, possession of mari-
juana, Bethel College
Tennis Courts

12-8
Arrest:
Sarah Zody, 36, no driv-

ers license, possession of
marijuana, I-135 Mile
Marker 34

12-5
Arrest: Dakota Chard,

Newton, warrant, 900 Blk
E Sixth St

Criminal call: Theft re-
port of pickup truck, 2100
Blk N Main St.

Thursday, Dec. 14
4 to 6 p.m.—Newton Now open

house at office at 706 Main St. 
6 p.m.—Bethel Sounds of the Sea-

son concert at the Bethel College
Mennonite Church

6 p.m.—Wrestling varsity dual
vs. Salina South at Salina South
High School 

6:30 p.m.—Newton Toastmaster
meeting, at the Newton Rec. Center

7 p.m.—Bingo night at the Ameri-
can Legion 

Friday, Dec. 15
1 p.m.—Santa at First Bank

event 
6 p.m.—Newton Girls Varsity

Basketball Game at Maize Senior
High School 

7 p.m.—Candy Cane Ball at New-
ton Rec Center for Fifth and Sixth
graders

7 p.m.—Nutcracker performance
at Krehbiel Auditorium on Bethel
Campus

7:30 p.m.—Newton Boys Varsity
Basketball Game at Maize Senior
High School 

Saturday, Dec. 16
1 p.m.—Santa Claus will be pres-

ent at Chisholm Trail Shopping
Center

We might have had the correct initials but not the
right names. We mixed up the name of the mortgage
holder for the Newton VFW building. Instead of Com-
munity National Bank, which we printed in last week's
article, it should have been Central National Bank. We
apologize for the confusion.

Obituaries in Newton Now
To get an obituary in Newton Now, send it to

Wendy Nugent at wendy@harveycountynow.com
or come into the office at 706 N. Main St.



Part-time Social Service
Designee; 

24 hours per week
Fulltime CNA;

Evening/Night Shift; 
2 pm to 10 pm or 

9 pm to 5 am
(PRN) LPN or RN; 1 shift
per week; 4 pm to 4:30 am

PRN CNA; 
All shifts available

Please contact Janet Herzet,
Living Center Director

@ 620-382-2177; Ext. 354
Apply online:  

www.slhmarion.org

St. Luke Hospital and 
Living Center

535 S. Freeborn
Marion, KS  66861

Hallcon is looking for drivers
to transport railroad crews

up to a 200 mile 
radius from Herington, KS.
Must live within 20 miles of
Herington, KS, be 21 years

or older, valid driver’s 
license and a 

pre-employment drug 
screen is required. A com-
pany vehicle is provided,

paid training, and benefits.

Compensation is 
$9.40 per hour.

Apply online at 
www.hallcon.com or call

Mary Day @ (785) 213-8907

1 Employment 1 Employment 1 Employment 1 Employment 1 Employment 1 Employment

Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!
Your classified ad will appear in all of these papers - Hillsboro
Free Press, Newton Now and The Herington Times...reaching
every Marion County household as well as Newton Now and

Herington Times subscribers.

Call 620-947-5702 or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Line ads: 
$7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 

(minimum of 1x2 
at $25.50)

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

The Morris County Sheriff’s Department is 
accepting applications for a 

FULL TIME DISPATCHER
Applicant must be at least 18 years of age, have a high school
diploma or GED and must be able to pass a criminal history

background check and have a valid Drivers License
Applications and job description may be picked up 

at the Sheriff’s Office. EOE
Applications will be accepted until position is filled.

Attention 
TCT Cooperative 

Members!
TCT is seeking qualified 

candidates for the Board of
Directors to represent 

Districts 1, 2 & 3. Qualified
applicants must be an active
member of the Cooperative in

good standing and should
possess business, finance and

budgeting skills, be able to
work as a team member 

by listening thoughtfully to
other’s ideas and suggestions,

and have time to commit to
board meetings, planning 

sessions and special events.
Candidates should also have

an understanding of the needs
of their community.

For more information, or to
apply online, please go to

www.tctelco.net
and click on the board 

application information icon.
Deadline to apply is 
January 12th, 2018.

Driver 
Locomotive Service Inc. – Herington, KS

Locomotive fueling: Class–A CDL with Haz-mat
and tanker endorsement req’d. Home daily,

competitive wages, paid vacation, 
paid holidays, health benefits. 

Please apply online at: 
www.locomotiveservice.com 

or leave a mssg at (303)362-3348

Salem Home currently
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash
PH: 620-947-2272

Or obtain an application at:
Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

* C.N.A. Day & Evening
Shift available

* PT CMA

has openings for the
following positions:

• RN - Fulltime, night

Please contact 
Delores Johnson with any 

questions at 620-947-3114.

Apply online at
www.hchks.com

or pick up an application at the front

desk at: 101 Industrial Rd.,

Hillsboro, KS E.O.E.–Drug Free Workplace

Seeking Sales Professional: Flowers by Ruzen in 
Newton is growing and we need a high quality sales 

professional. This is an exciting opportunity for someone
who enjoys working with people, is customer focused, and
enjoys selling high outstanding floral, fragrance and home
decor products. This is a fun, team oriented and creative

environment. It would be great if this 
person had basic knowledge of flowers, gifts,

home decor and point of sales systems. 
If interested, please contact us at

jclay@ruzenflowers.kscoxmail.com 
or call the store (316) 283-1780.

Centre USD 397
is accepting applications for

the following positions:

Suburban, Non-Bus
Route Driver to

transport students
This is a non-CDL position. 

Applications available at 
district office, 785-983- 4304

or on website,
www.usd397.com. 

Application deadline: 
until position filled. EOE

Seeking Floral Designer: Due to continued growth,
Flowers by Ruzen in Newton is seeking a candidate with

professional experience in floral design. This position 
offers cutting edge design opportunities in a setting that is
top in the region. Our environment is team oriented and
creative with a focus on quality and service. We desire a
person with successful experience or formal education 

designing arrangements for weddings, 
funerals, prom and special events.  

If you have this experience, then please 
contact us at (316) 283-1780, email at

jclay@ruzenflowers.kscoxmail.com or stop
by the store to fill out an application.

Job Opportunity

Hiring Welders
Competitive wages with health insurance and 

paid vacation. Must have good attitude 
and good work ethic. 

Please contact: Donahue Manufacturing
1-800-457-7406

Durham, KS

1 Employment
Part time help needed on dairy farm in
Goessel. Afternoons and evenings, working
indoors. Call 620-747-9016. 49-2tp

Drivers: Hiring Event! $5,000.00 Orientation
Completion Bonus! Tuesday 12/12 from
7a-7p: Hampton Inn 1515 SW Arrowhead
Rd. Topeka, KS 66604. Dedicated Fleet!
Home Daily!!! Full Comprehensive Benefits.
1yr CDL-A: 1-855-457-3806. 50-1tp

Drivers: Hiring Event! $5,000.00 Orientation
Completion Bonus! Wed. 12/13 from 7a-
7p. Holiday Inn Express & Suites 755 West
Diamond Dr. Salina, KS 67401 Dedicated
Fleet! Excellent Home-Time!! Full Com-
prehensive Benefits. 1yr CDL-A: 1-877-
353-1340. 50-1tp

2 Announcements

Community Info
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2 Announcements

Garage Sale
545 S. 5th Herington, Friday 15th 4-7 p.m.
Sat. 16th 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Lots of Christmas
items and misc. Look on Facebook groups
for pictures.

3 For Sale

Firewood
Firewood For Sale! $80 a pickup load, will
deliver. Call Rick at 620-382-5744. 44-14tp

4 Services

Childcare
Now Enrolling! First Steps to Success In
home Childcare in Hillsboro has opening
for all ages of children. Call 620-504-8432.
46- 7tc

5 Real Estate

For Sale
1970 Mobile Home. 104 W. 4th, Florence
KS. 3 bedroom, 1 bath, 4 lots, carport,
shed $10,000. obo (816)289-9121. 50-5tp

6 For Rent

Apartments/Homes
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

211 S. Lincoln 4 bedroom, 1 bath house.
Kitchen appliances furnished. No smoking.
No pets. $675/mo  620-877-7887. 40-tfn

Cute 2 bedroom North Newton Home 316-
284-4202. 47-4tc

2 BR Townhouse Hesston 316-284-4202.
47-4tc

House four rent, North Newton. Four Bed-
room, three bathrooms and kitchen appli-
ances. Fireplace. No pets/no spoking.
$950 dollars a month. $950 deposit. Call
316-284-3890. 48-3tp

For Rent: 2 bedroom house, central heat
& air with appliances, located in Marion.
620-245-1648. 50-2tc

1 bedroom apartment in Hillsboro. No
smoking, no pets, 620-382-7696. 46-2tc

2 Bedroom Senior
Apartment

Call 620-947-2272

• Must be 55 years old 
or older

* NO Maintenance fees
* Utilities Included

6 For Rent

Apartments/Homes

6 For Rent

Apartments/Homes

• Lowest priced Satellite in town
• 24 hour emergency 

maintenance and management
services

• Located across from the 
Hospital

• Small pets welcome
• Income guidelines apply

Apply Mon-Th • 10 am-3 pm  

Clean, spacious 1 bdrm
apartments with a quiet 
patio entrance to your 

1 level apartment.

GOLDEN AGE
HOMES

has immediate openings for:

201 E. Helen St.
Herington

785-258-2510

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

Financial
Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS or
State in back taxes?  Our firm works to re-
duce the tax bill or zero it out completely
FAST. Call now 866-758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call 785
655 9430 or go online to Chuckhenry.com
for pricing, availability & Freight esti-
mates.

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions ac-
cepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-
268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or As-
bestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your
family may be entitled to a substantial fi-
nancial award. We can help you get cash
quick! Call 24/7: 855-510-4274

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-
gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA ap-
proved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind pay-
ing your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan
Modification? Is the bank threatening fore-
closure? CALL Homeowner’s Relief Line
now for Help!  855-401-4513

Updating your bathroom does not have to
be expensive or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call 855-324-
2317 today for a free in home consultation.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-1682 (Mon-Fri
8am-9pm CT)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net.  High-Speed.  Available Anywhere!
Speeds to 25 mbps. Starting at $49.99/mo.
Call for Limited Time Price!  877-578-8005
(Mon-Fri 8am-8pm CT)

SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLE-
MENT!  FREE QUOTES from top
providers.  Excellent coverage.  Call for a
no obligation quote to see how much you
can save!  855-587-1299

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW  JULY 8-9 SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-3
TOPEKA KANSAS EXPOCENTER (19TH &
TOPEKA BLVD) INFO: (563) 927-8176
www.rkshows.com

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support after-
wards. Choose adoptive family of your
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL
& IN) (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes. Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-
283-0205 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. No
contract or commitment. We buy your ex-
isting contract up to $500! 1-800-919-3588
(MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-
800-712-9365 (MCN)

Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV. Bundle &
Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS Genie HD-
DVR. $50/month for 2 Years (with AT&T
Wireless.) Call for Other Great Offers! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card when
you sign up today - Limited time Only.
CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Stop paying too much for cable,and get
DISH today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn
more about our special offers! (MCN)

DISH NETWORK. TV for Less, Not Less
TV! FREE DVR. FREE Install (up to 6
rooms.) $49.99/mo. PLUS Hi-Speed Inter-
net - $14.95/mo (where vailable.) Call 1-
855-434-0020 (MCN)

Lower that Cell Phone Bill. Get 2 lines of
unlimited data for $100/mo. with Auto-
Pay—taxes & fees included. Video Stream-
ing & Mobile Hotspot included. Limited
offer/Restrictions Apply. Call Today and
Save. 855-549-9399 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED!! Make $1000 A Week Mail-
ing Brochures From Home! No Experience
Required. Helping home workers since
2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start Immedi-
ately! www.WorkingOpp.com (MCN)

CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and bene-
fits. Matching 401k. Bonus’s and tax free
money. Experience needed. Call Scott 507-
437-9905. Apply on-line
WWW.MCFGTL.COM (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimpor-
tant! WWW.HomeBucks.US ###### FREE
GOVERNMENT MONEY! www.BillionDol-
larFund.net (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, call: 866-871-
1626 (MCN)

Reduce your total credit card payments by
up to 30% to 50%! Call Consolidated
Credit NOW! 844-764-1891 (MCN)

Buying a home and need a mortgage?Or,
have a home and want to lower your
monthly fees and refinance? Getting a
mortgage is quicker and easier than ever.
Call now! 855-715-4721 (MCN)

FOR SALE
TRAILER SALE! 2017 6’X12’ V-nose, ramp,
radials $2,775.00; 7’X12’ single axle, V-
nose, ramp, radials CAP. 3,280 lbs. two-
bike or trike trailer;6’X10’ 10k dump
$4,899.00, 990 gallon fuel trailer; Scissor
lift trailer; 82”X16’+2’ car hauler 7k brakes
$2,385.00; ST205/75D15 New trailer take-
offs $65.00 each. 515-972-4554 www.Fort-
DodgeTrailerWorld.com (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 888-438-6461 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613
(MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Ship-
ping! 100 Percent Guaranteed. CALL
NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

OXYGEN- Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 855-995-5653 (MCN)

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or As-
bestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your
family may be entitled to a substantial fi-
nancial award. We can help you get cash
quick! Call 24/7: 866-924-0504 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. Call
NOW!! 877-291-4724 (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. Call today 1-888-403-
7751 (MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT &
PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST PRICES!
Call 1-888-389-0695. www.cash4diabetic-
supplies.com (MCN)

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 60 tabs $99
includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-0780
(MCN)

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immediately.
Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently & Safely.
Guaranteed Results. FDA Licensed. Free
Brochure: 1-800-354-3944 www.DrJoelKa-
plan.com (MCN)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement
Systems Inc. Call us for all of your base-
ment needs! Waterproofing, Finishing,
Structural Repairs, Humidity and Mold
Control. FREE ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-
640-8195 (MCN)

Save money with solar! Custom Designed
Systems, Free Maintenance, Free Quote &
Design. No Out of Pocket Costs. Call now!
866-944-4754 (MCN)

Water Damage in your Home? Call now for
a free, fast quote. Insurance approved.
Help restore your piece of mind! 866-865-
1875 (MCN)

Leaky Faucet? Broken toilet?Call NOW
and get the best deals with your local
plumbers. No hassle appointment setup.
Call NOW! 866-865-1875 (MCN)

Got Mold- or think you might have it? Mold
can be hazardous to you and your family’s
health! Get rid of it now! Call our experts
and get a quote today! 855-398-7133(MCN)

SAVE THOUSANDS ON SURPRISE
COSTLY HOME REPAIRS!! With Nations
Home Warranty we pay 100% of covered
Home repairs! CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE
TODAY!! 888-925-8106 (MCN)

Get the perfect yard without lifting a finger!
Everything you need from lawn care, soil
analysis, weed control, pest control, and
more! Call Now 855-675-5704 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest

senior living referral service. Contact our

trusted, local experts today! Our service is

FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-442-5148

(MCN)

Paying too much for car insurance?Not

sure? Want better coverage? Call now for

a free quote and learn more today! 855-

417-7382 (MCN)

Moving out of state? Best Interstate Mov-

ing and Storage offers a FREE Quote and

A Price Plus Promise. Call 855-428-6241

Now! (MCN)

PERSONALS

MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid op-

erators, just real people like you. Browse

greetings, exchange messages and con-

nect live. Try it free. Call now: 800-357-

4970 (MCN)

WANTED TO BUY

Want to purchase minerals and other

oil/gas interests. Send details to: P.O. Box

13557, Denver CO 80201(MCN)



The Harvey County
Commission, at its Mon-
day meeting, named New-
ton Now as its legal
publication for 2018. 

The legal notices that
state statute requires the
county to publish in a sub-
scription-based publica-
tion will begin to be
published in Newton Now,
starting Jan. 1. 

Getting to that decision,
however, involved a split
vote and more than 30
minutes of debate.

Newton Now and the
Newton Kansan both
made bids to publish
county legal notices. The
Kansan entered a bid of
$5 per column inch to
publish legal notices. It
also offered to publish the
legals for free in its
weekly shopper that is
thrown in people's yards
across the county. Newton
Now bid $3.75 to publish
county legal notices. 

For context, three years
ago, the county paid the
Newton Kansan $14.50
per column inch to pub-
lish legal notices before a
competitive bidding
process was held the last
three years. 

Randy Hague made a

motion to
award the
county bid
to Newton
Now, as it
was the
lowest
price. Chip
Westfall,
however, ar-
gued that
the
Kansan
still had a
larger cir-
culation
and that
running
with the
Kansan
would give
the county
more
reach. 

The
Kansan
claimed a
total circu-
lation of
2,827 news-
papers in its bid for the
county legals. Newton
Now’s listed circulation at
the end of September was
at over 1,314, though
today the paper's circula-
tion is at 1,500.

Hague pointed out the
way both publications
were trending, adding
that Newton Now had in-
creased in size. He also
pointed out that not ac-
cepting the lowest bid in

the bidding process sent a
bad message to other con-
tractors bidding for jobs
with the county and
might discourage bidding
for the county legals in
the future.

Westfall acknowledged
Hague's point and men-
tioned a decade ago he
could run an ad and reach
10,000 people, which was-
n't the case today.

Commissioner Ron Kre-
hbiel, after much hesita-
tion, seconded the motion,
noting that it was a hard
decision but that Newton
Now continued to grow
thicker, have a good
amount of ads and do a
good job. 

He said this year the
commission will give New-
ton Now a chance but said
both The Kansan and
Newton Now do a good
job, in his opinion, and
the legals should be put
up for bid again next year. 

ETC.
The sheriff's office re-

ported 490 traffic stops,
47 tickets issued, 27 ar-
rests and 21 deer acci-
dents.

“We need to get out
there and shoot more
deer, apparently,” Sheriff
Chad Gay said.

The county approved
paying weekly bills total-
ing $54,597.50. 

County commissioners
commented on area
Christmas lights. Chip
said there was an impres-
sive display in Hesston on
Ridge Road three blocks
north of the King Street
intersection. Hague men-
tioned a neat tree near
the intersection of Third
and Walnut.
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CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK!

TERMS:  Cash, Check with proper ID, 
Visa, MasterCard - 10 percent Premium 

Wednesday, DEC 20TH,  9 AM
101 W. 29th N., Wichita, Ks.

 Very large inventory of Collectibles, Toys, Dishes & Etc.
“Carefully Packes”  (12  x 40 Staxbrit full)  Including  table Top 

Showcases.
Shelving, Wire Racks, Spoon & Dish Shelves, Wall Shelves 

It is Impossible to Fully List, 
We will Cut Boxes Open As we Sell Them. 

Hot Wheels, Pictures, Wall Décor, Jewelry, Cameras, Mirrors, 
Toys (Cars, Trucks & Dolls), Clocks

Betty Boop Items, Vases, Jars, OS Toys, Oriental Wall Art, 
Linens- Bears – Cups 

“At This Writing we have 22 Pallets Left to Sort”
Packed by Grandma who loved each precious memory

“Some might bring you back to your childhood:”
If you come, you will buy – So join the fun

Wednesday, DEC 27TH, 9:00 AM
QUITTING BUSINESS SALE

HAVERHILL ANTIQUES
811 S. Haverhill Rd, Eldorado, Ks.

Don, is closing down after 20 years of collecting
Antiques,  Tools, Show Cases, Shelving, Collectibles, Dolls, 

Chairs, Cannister sets
Antique Show cases,  Depression Glassware, Bells,

 “Antique Everything”
Some items sold at previous Sale!!! This is it bring your boxes

ESTATE SALE

AUCTION

E-editions available at HarveyCountyNow.com

Educators dressing down for holidays
Educators at Newton

High School are getting an
early Christmas present
many people take for
granted: the gift of wear-
ing jeans. 

NHS Principal Lisa
Moore hopes to make a
feature of the dress code
fun during the remaining
couple of weeks before
Christmas break.

“One professional I fol-
low had a 12 days of
Christmas activity for her
staff. And I thought that
would be cool for my
teachers,” she said. “So
last week, I worked on cre-
ating the 12 days of
Christmas activity for my
teachers. And the first
day, I gave them jeans
until January.”

Moore hopes to motivate
her staff through this
Christmas season and
hopefully bring them all
together before the holi-
day break. 

The practice highlights
changing norms for the
dress of the people who
educate a community’s
children. 

Not many years ago in

Newton
High
School,
teachers in
suits and
ties were
about as
common as
notebooks
and cursive
writing.

Times change, however.
In today’s classrooms, be-
yond the hum of laptops
and e-books, teachers
have a less formal ap-
proach to their daily at-
tire. That is business
casual. 

“When I very first
started out in education,
the expectation was pro-
fessional dress,” said
Moore, who is in her 27th
year as an educator.
“There was a time when
men were expected to
wear ties, and women did-
n’t have to wear dresses,
but they had to wear dress
pants.”

With fewer teacher
dress codes in school dis-
tricts across the country,
some teachers have began
dressing in a way deemed
too informal for what is
supposed to be a profes-
sional setting. Some
school districts have even

been forced to define busi-
ness casual, such as New
York City, which placed a
ban on jeans, or a school
district in Phoenix where
teachers are required to
cover up tattoos and pierc-
ings.

As for south central
Kansas, dress codes fit
range from “casual
teacher attire” at Wichita
West, to Hesston, where
they define business ca-
sual as a standard for
teachers. The Wichita dis-
trict, USD 259, has even
gone as far as clarifying in
its policy a ban on wearing
flip flops, cutoff shorts,
and pajama pants for fac-
ulty.

At Newton High School,
there remains a series of
guidelines for teachers to
make sure they don’t
dress what is deemed in-
appropriately in classroom
settings.

“Professional dress dis-
tinguishes staff in a posi-
tive way to students,
parents, patrons and visi-
tors,” Moore said. “The
curriculum and activities
impact staff attire. For ex-
ample, the guys in the
auto shop or in welding or
in ag would wear jeans,
because that would be the

proper attire for the work
they do with students—
working with changing
tires, changing oil, and
working under vehicles.”

Although wearing busi-
ness casual clothing in
front of students provides
students an appropriate
level of professionalism,
according to Moore, there
are times when faculty be-
comes tired of dressing up.

To provide for those oc-
casions, both Newton and
Hesston High School
teachers are able to wear
jeans on Fridays, along
with school spirit wear in
support of students.

But Moore thinks she
may have come up with
another way for teachers
at Newton High to join
students in casual, Christ-
mas-themed attire.

If the Christmas casual
event goes well in its inau-
gural year, Moore said it
just might become a regu-
lar part of the staff dress
code. “Maybe every year,”
she said.

“[Our intent is] to raise
their spirits and boost
staff morale,” she said.
“There’s a lot of them who
have sent back apprecia-
tive feedback. It’s good for
them.”

BY BRETT KNEPPER
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

Moore

North Newton co-op fire investigation remains open

Nearly a month has
passed since a fire de-
stroyed 200 tons of plastic
at the Mid-Kansas Co-op,
and there's still no official
cause or completion of the
investigation of the fire. 

Last week Fire/EMS
Chief Scott Metzler said
he thought the investiga-
tion might be concluded in
the following week. 

This week, after a re-
quest for information to
the Newton Fire Depart-
ment, the City of Newton
put out a release stating
that investigation into the
case will likely stay open
for some time. 

According to the re-
lease, Fire Marshal Gary
Crittenden said, “Investi-
gators regard the cause of
the fire as suspicious and
want to make sure the in-
vestigation is thorough
before a final determina-
tion is made.”

The fire caused an esti-
mated $46,000 in damage
to the metal building it
destroyed as well as tied
up a large amount of Fire
and EMS resources for
more than 10 hours as
they battled to put it out.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
The fire in North Newton that caused about $46,000 in damage still is under investigation. Burned in the fire
were a building and recyclable plastics.

Harvey County awards legal publication contract to Newton Now
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Hague

Westfall

Krehbiel

Visit www.harveycountynow.com!



Will Wesolowsky, direc-
tor of finance at AGCO,
addressed the Hesston
City Council on Monday
evening with encouraging
news about the manufac-
turer during a request for
$6.6 million in Industrial
Revenue Bonds (IRBs). 

Wesolowsky said he
was looking forward to a
seven to 10 percent
uptick in next year’s
budget over 2017.

“The market is still
pretty tough out there,
but there are some glim-
mers of hope in other re-
gions,” he said. 

He said dealers strug-
gled primarily with too
many used machines on
the market, and AGCO
has slowly been bleeding
down inventory. 

“The bigger farmers,
from a maintenance
standpoint, are going to
start turning stuff. A lot
of the downward pressure
we had as a manufacturer
is we had inventory out
there and we were build-
ing less. Now, production
is staying in line with
sales and starting to cross
that threshold,” he said. 

While AGCO is still in
its winter slow-down,
Wesolowsky said the com-
pany is making a con-
certed effort to adjust its
workflow. 

“Our heavy time is in
the first half of the year.
We’re taking some actions
this year to change how
we do line loading and
level out better so not as
many ups and downs on
employment. We are look-
ing for a more stable
workforce. That really im-
pacts the people, as well
as the financials of the

company. We are working
with planning groups to
try to more level-load
that,” he said. 

In addition, AGCO is
on the cusp of launching a
new Windrower as well as
an ultra high density
bailer in 2018. 

“The big project is re-
lated to the combine. The
IDEAL combine will be
replacing the Challenger
and Massy Ferguson com-
bines. It is the first global
combine for AGCO,” he
said. 

Currently, AGCO has
plants in Hesston, Brazil
and Italy. The IDEAL
combine will be built to
the same specifications in
all three locations. The
first plant to build IDEAL
combines will be in Italy.

“You’ll start seeing
them in North America
next year,” he said.
“We’re doing a slow
launch. There will be
more in 2019 and those
will all be built in Italy.

“The plan has been to
invest in tooling in North
America and start build-
ing here. The Gleaner
will still be built here and
will be as it currently is,”
he said.

Wesolowsky said the
Hesston facility will even-
tually be servicing all of
North America in the pro-
duction of IDEAL com-
bines. 

Councilman Clare
Moore asked what kind of
employment impact the
new combine would have
on the Hesston plant. 

“When I first joined
AGCO eight or nine years
ago, we were building
about 1,000 combines a
year,” Wesolowsky said.
“We expect to build more
than that when the
IDEAL hits its stride.
Right now we are build-
ing more around 400. 

“We’re really trying to
match this new combine
with the return of the
market and grab market
share and volume for this
site. When you add vol-
ume, you add people to
build combines and that’s
what we want,” he said. 

In addition to positive
projections for production

and employment, AGCO
has 10-year IRBs expiring
and property coming onto
the tax rolls. 

“The first $7.9 million
is coming back on, so we
are starting to pay prop-
erty taxes on that,”
Wesolowsky said.

City Attorney JT Klaus
said the city is “beginning
to reap the rewards of the
real estate. [AGCO] exer-
cised the option to pur-
chase and the property
becomes theirs outright
and they begin to pay
property taxes.” 

With the current IRB
request for 2018,
Wesolowsky said there
will continue to be site
improvements, including
$1 million invested in
real estate enhance-
ments. 

“We will continue to
improve the site and de-
velopment into new prod-
ucts. A lot of capital is
going into new products
and new product intro-
ductions,” he said. 

The capital improve-
ment projects are smaller
pieces bundled into the
larger IRB requests. 

Councilmen Larry
Fuqua and Moore in-
quired how much benefit
AGCO has received
through using IRBs in tax
exemptions. 

Through the use of
IRBs, Klaus estimated
AGCO has received about

$120,000 to $150,000 in
sales tax abatements and
saved $40,000 annual on
property taxes.  

Klaus said these esti-
mates were very rough
and based on his current
knowledge of AGCO’s fi-
nances.

“They’re the best eco-
nomic development tool to
offer to a company,”
Klaus said.
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Special thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:15am Fellowship
11am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel 
A.M.E. Church
711 E. 11th Street

9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship

Hillcrest 
Community Church

-  A Foursquare
Church

431 W. 12th
9:30am Cafe Connect

10:30am Worship

Highland Trinity
United Church 

of Christ
Corner of K-15 & Dutch Ave

9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School

Iglesia Del Nazareno 
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible Church
900 Old Main

9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass
10:30am Sunday Mass

6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship
11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Walton United
Methodist Church

201 Blaine Street, Walton
9:00am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
www.theyarnstation.com

If you would like to become a
sponsor of the Newton Area

Church Directory, please con-
tact Shannin Rettig at 

shannin@harveycountynow
or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main, Newton

316-284-0636

Published in the Newton Now on December 7, 14, and 21, 2017.

PUBLIC NOTICE

AGCO promises uptick while asking for revenue bonds
BY JACKIE NELSON

HESSTON RECORD

Subscribe to 
Newton Now by
calling 316-281-

7899.



“Hail Mary, full of
grace. The Lord is with
thee. Blessed are thou
among women and
blessed is the fruit of they
womb Jesus. Holy Mary
Mother of God, pray for us
sinners now and at the
hour of our death. Amen.”

The words to the
Rosary, recited by
Catholics for centuries,
have a particular beat, a
certain cadence, as well
as a certain meaning.
That cadence seemed to
echo the beat of the dance
group Danza Guadalu-
pana that performed Mon-
day night at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic
Church in Newton as part
of the annual festivities to
honor La Virgen de
Guadalupe.

The church kicked off
the holiday season with
the two-day celebration,
which started Monday.
Festivities and included
singing, reciting the
Rosary, observation of the
apparitions and indige-
nous dancing, On Monday
night, the dancers wore
red, green and tan cos-
tumes that were deco-
rated with the image of
the Virgin Mary and ap-
peared to have bamboo at-
tached to them, so when
dancers walked, the bam-
boo clinked together.
Dancers also shook what
appeared to be red gourds
that made rattling sounds
to the beat of the music.

“Our dance originates
from Durango, Mexico,”
said one of the group lead-
ers, Vianey Reyes. “We’re
dancing like the [Mexican
indigenous] Indians.”

The time period from
which they danced was
the anniversary of the
likeness of the Virgin
Mary appearing on the
clothing in 1531 of an In-
dian in Mexico, Juan
Diego.

The story starts on Dec.
9, 1531, when Diego en-
countered a woman who
said she was the Virgin
Mary, according to catho-
liceducation.org. That
day, Diego walked along a
path at Tepayec Hill out-
side of Mexico City as he
was headed to Mass. She
asked him to tell Bishop
Zumarraga that she
wanted a church to be
built on the site. Diego
did as he was asked, and
the bishop said he’d pon-
der that.

Diego then returned to
Mary, and reported what
the bishop said. She sent
him back, and the bishop
said he wanted a sign to
prove the story. Mary
asked him to return the
next day to her when he’d
be given “the sign.”

She instructed Diego to
gather roses such as those
grown in Castile that
were foreign to Mexico
and planted in an area
where such flowers
shouldn't grow. Diego
gathered them, and Mary
arranged them in his pon-
cho. When he visited the
bishop again, the opened
his poncho to reveal the
roses and an image of the
Virgin Mary.

Then the bishop wept
and put the flowers on the
altar.

The Virgin Mary is the
patron saint of Mexico,
and the local event was in

honor of her. Dec. 12
marks the feast of Our
Lady, the website stated.
The local event is Dec. 11
and 12.

“The Virgin Mary
elected Mexico to be her
home,” Reyes said. “She
wanted a home, which is
the Basilica. She wanted
that temple to be built in
her honor.”

The Basilica of Our
Lady of Guadalupe is in
Mexico.

Reyes said Mary
wanted a place where peo-
ple could bring her their
sorrows, illnesses or hap-
piness.

In regard to the appari-
tions segment of the fes-
tivities, this also goes
along with the Juan Diego
tale.

“We recount how Mary
appeared to an Indian in
efforts to get the Indians
from Mexico to believe in
the Roman Catholic
Church,” Reyes said.

On Monday night, there
were at least a couple
hundred people at Our
Lady of Guadalupe,
watching the dancers and
then going into the sanc-
tuary to recite the Rosary.
Reyes, whose father, Car-
los Reyes, and aunt, Ale-
jandra Reyes, are a couple
of the dance group’s
founders, said Dec. 11 is
usually the longest day
with dancing and song.

“The Rosary for today
will be in honor of the
kids,” Reyes said Monday,

adding they were to put
flowers on the altar for
each mystery of the
Rosary. Mysteries are di-
visions of the Rosary, she
said.

Reyes said that in 1531,
when Mary appeared to
Diego, she was with child.

“When she appeared,
she was in a pregnant
state with Jesus,” Reyes
said. “The image that we
adore, per se, the way she
is drawn or sculpted, you
can see the pregnant
belly.”

Reyes said the dance
group performs in
hunched-over stances to
show honor. The group
started in 1999, and mem-
bers have to be 12 or
older. Reyes herself has
been a member since
2001.

“All of the members are
from Our Lady,” Reyes
said.
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Nancy Gonzalez, Estrella Chavez, Estefania Munguia, Victoria Torres, Yasmín Martinez  and Yulie Martinez
perform on Monday night.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church honors the Virgin Mary
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Vianey Reyes, center, takes part in the festivities Monday night at Our
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church in Newton to honor La Virgen de
Guadalupe.

WENDY NUGENT/
NEWTON NOW

Left Karla Marquez
and her son Angel
Marquez, as well as
other youth, wait for
their turn to walk
down the aisle at
Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic
Church in Newton,
holding flowers
above their heads
and placing them on
the altar as part of
Monday night festiv-
ities.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Folks recite the Rosary on Monday night at Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church in Newton.

Two churches combine
forces for concert on Sunday

“Journey of Promises”
by Joseph Martin will be
presented at two local
churches on Sunday, Dec.
17.

The first will be at 9
a.m. at Trinity Heights
United Methodist Church,
directed by Nancy Johnson
and accompanied by Joan
Wulf.

At 11 a.m., they plan to
be at First United
Methodist Church, di-
rected by Bev Stigge and
accompanied by Karen
Kaufman and Mary Beth
Davies.

The combined choirs
from Trinity Heights
United Methodist, First
United Methodist and

East Side United
Methodist churches will
present a Christmas Can-
tata called “Journey of
Promises.”

Martin has penned a
wonderful medley of
words, music and scripture
to enhance the traditional

Christmas story. Both
churches will be decorated
with the exuberance of
Christ’s love that empow-
ers the listener to come
into the house of worship
with joy.

Ever new, may the
words and songs of the
prophets and saints spur
us onward as the music of
our lives invite the world
to follow on this Journey of
Promises, a news release
stated.

FOR NEWTON NOW



Fifth- and sixth-graders
from Santa Fe 5/6 Center
have been doing some
learning by using their
feet. 

The classes have been
taking walking field trips,
where they learn about
businesses in Newton's
downtown. 

“We feel it is important
that the students are con-
nected with the commu-
nity that they live in and
also that the community
has a connection to our
students,” educator
Melinda Hammond said. 

So far, the students have
visited Norm's, the Newton
Public Library and Newton
Now. 

The class popped in to
the newspaper office last
Thursday to hear the ins
and outs of the journalism
business. 

They asked plenty of
questions, though their
most common topic of dis-
cussion was the large
structure fire at the Mid
Kansas Co-op in North

Newton a few weeks prior. 
The students have fu-

ture visits planned to the
Newton Rec Center, the
Crust and Crumb Bakery
and First Bank.
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“Bump” up your rate once 
with this special certificate.  

Visit hcu.coop/bump.

BUMP CERTIFICATE RATES AS HIGH AS

2.22%
APY*

Bump Up
Your Savings

TM

Hutchinson | Haven | Newton | Wichita | 800.428.8472 | www.hcu.coop/bump

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA. Limited time offer, membership required, *Annual percentage Yield (APY), penalty for 

Visit www.hcu.coop/bump 
or call 800.428.8472 to open 
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Active home listings in Newton far lower than usual

If you're looking to buy
an existing house in New-
ton, the market continues
to decrease. 

Area realtors are re-
porting low numbers of
houses that are up for
sale. 

Arlen Newell of JP
Weigand reported that,
across the city, there are
currently 73 active list-
ings of houses for sale. 

Weigand said, for con-
text, that number is usu-
ally much higher. 

“For many years, we've
run around 130 to 135
[active listings],” he said,
adding that the last five
months have seen those
normal numbers signifi-
cantly decrease. 

“We've not seen num-
bers this low for active
listings,” Newell, who's
been a realtor for 25 years
said. “This might be the
first time I'm seeing this.”

Newell said overall
there have been around
20 more home sales in
Newton compared to last
year. So while that num-
ber might account for a
lower number of houses
being on the market, it's
not enough to account for
the drastic decrease. 

“I think everybody is
more content,” Newell
said. “But I also think

there are buyers out
there. When a house
comes on it, gets sold.”

Newell said there were
only seven active listings
for houses priced between
$120,000 to $150,000.
There were none priced at
$130,000 and only two
priced in the $140,000
range. 

He said the increase in
sales, in part, comes from
a strong fall. 

“This fall has been bet-
ter than average,” Newell
said. 

The shortage of houses
on the market mirrors na-
tional trends.

USA Today reported
this fall that the housing
supply nationally remains
at a 20-year low. 

New home sales during
this fall also soared to the
highest rates in more
than a decade, USA
Today reported. 

For 2017, the City of
Newton has seen a sizable
increase in new dwelling
unit construction. Year to
date, it's seen 126 new
dwelling unit starts, com-
pared to 20 in 2016. One-
hundred-five of those
additional starts come
from two large apartment
complexes. However, the
city has seen 11 new sin-
gle family residences built
this year; an increase
from three in 2016. It also
has seen the construction
of 10 duplexes, according
to the city office.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
In a file photo from earlier this year a home in Newton sits as construction on it continues. 

Middle schoolers learning about community on foot

FOR NEWTON NOW

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW

Santa Fe 5/6 Center sixth-graders
listen to Newton Now managing
editor Adam Strunk, right, who
was one of three talking about the
newspaper during a recent visit.
Also giving the presentation were
graphic designer Elizabeth Hingst,
seated at back, and Wendy Nu-
gent, features editor. www.HarveyCountyNow.com


