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Above: Student Autumn Smith, left, talks to teacher Daniel Buller about the “Magic the Gathering” tournament she's in on Tuesday afternoon
at Chisholm Middle School in Newton. Below: Charles Buller, right, enjoys playing “Magic the Gathering” with Oliver Dungan. 

The district will hold another bond issue vote.
Outside of that, little was decided at the work
session the board and incoming board members
held on Monday night to discuss a future issue. 

The meeting opened with Superintendent Deb
Hamm giving a PowerPoint postmortem of the
previous bond issue. 

During the presentation, she listed a number
of factors that she received feed-
back on as to why the community
didn't approve the bond issue in
November. The district is cur-
rently waiting on survey results
to give them a better picture of
why the bond failed.

“What we don't know, because
we haven't done the survey yet, is
what they would say was a lead-
ing factor or any factor in their
decision,” Hamm said.

The factors she did mention included the cost
of the bond, the lack of a school on the south side
of the highway, the debt load of the district, a
change in class configuration, as well as the ad-
dition of a third gym at the high school.

She then went through the points and ex-
plained why they were included in the bond; for
instance, the third gym would allow more room
for students to use at the high school and func-
tion as a storm shelter. 

District awaits
survey results for
bond direction

BY ADAM STRUNK
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Magic the Gathering
Buller provides fun, safe place for kids to enjoy

Magic the Gathering is a great name for the group
that meets a few times a week after school, as it’s a
metaphor for what actually happens during that time.

Kids enjoy themselves and have something to look
forward to after Chisholm Middle School lets out—
that is, playing “Magic the Gathering,” a card game
that’s been around since the 1990s.

“It came out in the early ’90s—’92 or ’93,” said
Daniel Buller, seventh-grade social studies teacher at
CMS.

When playing the game, students are in a magical
land of bugs, angels, zombies and goblins, among
other creatures, where they are Greek gods.

Buller has had as many as 20 kids in his room after
school to play the popular game, and he said when 5
p.m. rolls around, he has to kick them out. Attendance
kind of ebbs and flows.

“It gives kids something to do, a place to go, some-
thing to be interested in,” Buller said, adding it
doesn’t require physical ability, but it does require
thinking skills.

The kids in the group cut across all “clique” groups,
as it were.

“I’ve had all sorts of kids, from sports kids to kids
that aren’t good at sports or aren’t school inclined,”
Buller said, adding it is, however, male dominated.
“I’ve had more females this year than in previous
years.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
Kylie Ryan, left, and Cheyenne Qualls hold Ryan's dog Macii and its puppy
Iszaley. The dog nearly died following complications and difficulty getting it
surgery before Qualls volunteered to pay vet bills. 

Eleven-year-old's generosity saves dog, puppy

Kylie Ryan of Newton sobbed. She
knew her Chihuahua Macii, which
she raised from a puppy, would soon
die. Unable to deliver its puppies
Macii grew weaker after an unsuc-
cessful attempt to pull one out of
her. 

Ryan couldn't use a vet. On a
Sunday, Ryan said the local vets she
called were closed. And in Wichita,
the cost of a c-section to remove the
other puppy inside Macii was also
out of the question. They needed
payment up front, and Ryan didn't
have the money. 

“This was seriously the scariest

thing of my life,” she said. “She's my
best friend.”

That's when 11-year-old
Cheyenne Qualls stepped up and
volunteered to pay the vet bills, ex-
pected to be over $1,000 at the time.
Qualls, the younger sister of one of
Ryan's friends said she felt sorry for
Ryan and the dog.

“I know what she's going through,
because my dad's been in and out of
my life, and sometimes it felt like he
didn't exist,” she said. “I see what
my mom's gone through, and I did-
n't want someone to go through
that. I said, ‘I have money, and I will
do it.’”

The three-year-old dog had been
pregnant for 61 days, and Ryan

BY ADAM STRUNK
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Local minister steps into new
role at hospital  - Page 3

Newton drama group gets big honor
from state organization - Page 8

When Occidental Management first an-
nounced an over $70 million project to put in a
commercial, residential, office and retirement
development on South Kansas Ave. near Wal-
Mart, the news made a splash. 

But since then, the 77-acre property has sat
quietly, with only an Occidental Management
sign marking the plot of proposed development. 

Since the initial announcement and meetings
surrounding it, the property has sat silently—
until Tuesday night's work session with the city
commission.  

Members of Occidental Management met with
the city commission and administration to dis-
cuss the project, now $81.9 million, its financing
and how they would move forward. 

What the group now proposes is that that they
privately finance the infrastructure develop-
ments for the project and have the city rebate
those costs to them on property tax rebates. The

See CITY / 8

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

City discusses
$80 million
development
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Over the past sev-
eral years, I’ve
grown to really

enjoy baking pie around
the holidays.

There’s something
about making a pie that
makes me feel especially
accomplished. I think it’s
partially because every
time I conquer pie dough,
I suspect I’ve overpow-
ered part of the universe
with baking skills.

It’s the little things.
That being said, I know

pie is one of those
desserts that fills a lot of
people with dread, and
for them, making pie is
on par with torture. 

If that’s your reality, or
if you just want to save
time on dealing with try-
ing to make a pretty pie,
do I have a deal for you:
pecan pie cobbler.

I found this recipe on
the blog “An Alli Event.”
You can find it at
https://www.anallievent.c
om/dixies-pecan-pie-cob-
bler/. I didn’t play with
the vanilla in this one, be-
cause there was a decent
amount in it, but I did

double the amount of
chopped pecans in my
version.

Dixie’s Pecan Pie
Cobbler

Ingredients
2 pie crusts (refriger-

ated or homemade)
2-1/2 cups light corn

syrup
2-1/2 cups packed

brown sugar
1/2 cup butter, melted
4 teaspoons vanilla
6 eggs, beaten
4 cups chopped pecans
cooking spray
2 cups pecan halves

Directions
Preheat the oven to 425

degrees.
Grease a 9-by-13-inch

baking pan and set aside.
Roll out one of the pie
crusts the size of the pan,
trim and place in the bot-
tom.

In a mixing bowl, beat
together the corn syrup,
brown sugar, butter,
vanilla and eggs. Stir in
the chopped pecans.

Pour half of the filling
into the pan, and spread

it out evenly.
Roll out the second

crust to fit the pan and
place on top of the filling.
Spray it with cooking
spray.

Bake for about 15 min-
utes or until the crust is

lightly browned (mine
took a bit longer).

Remove the pan from
the oven, and reduce the
temperature to 350 de-
grees. Pour the remaining
filling into the pan, and
spread it evenly. Top the

filling with a single layer
of pecan halves and bake
another 30 minutes or
until the center is set
(mine took a solid extra
30 minutes, so don’t get
frustrated if yours isn’t
set up right away).

Let it cool a bit before
serving. Store in an air-
tight container.

As a side note, if you
struggle with rolling out
pie dough like I do, I just
rolled it out to being
slightly bigger than my
pan, sat my pan on top
and then used a pizza
cutter to trim off the ex-
cess dough before plop-
ping it into the pan. It
was super easy.

And the cobbler turned
out pretty and was very
sweet but also delicious.
It would be excellent with
a big scoop of ice cream.
It provided all the flavor
of a pecan pie without
most of the headache of
making it.

While this cobbler
won’t take the place of
making regular pie for
me, it’s a great recipe to
have on hand if I ever
need a no-fuss way to
enjoy pecan pie.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now and

is a graduate of Bethel
College in North Newton.

Can we make pie? Yes, ‘pecan’!

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Pecan pie cobbler takes some of the fuss out of making a pecan pie to create a sweet version that’s perfect
with ice cream.

'Giving back': Lions Club putting on Parade of Lights

Last year was the
last year a certain
retired Santa Claus,

who goes by the name of
Bill West when he's not on
duty, took part in the
Newton Lions Club Pa-
rade of Lights.

“Unfortunately, our
usual Santa did retire,
and we're sorry to see him
go,” said Erin McDaniel,
Lions Club parade chair.
She added they have a
new Santa now. “Folks
won't be disappointed.”

McDaniel said Santa,
per usual, will be in the
vintage fire truck, waving
to all lining Main Street. 

The annual holiday pa-
rade will be at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 7, on Main
Street from Seventh to
Fifth Streets. There will
be photos taken with
Santa after the parade at
The Newton Kansan.

McDaniel said at least
several hundred people
attend.

“We've had some cold
years, and we've had
some really pleasant, so
you never know the first
week of December,” Mc-
Daniel said.

She said this year looks
to be mild, with highs in
the 40s, although we're
still a little out as far as a
forecast goes.

“The last few years
have been nice,” McDaniel
said regarding the
weather.

The only requirements
for folks to be in the pa-
rade are that they have a
Christmas theme and use
lights.

“Usually, we're right
around 40 floats or en-
tries,” McDaniel said,
adding they don't have a
count yet for this year, as
entry deadline is Wednes-
day, Dec. 6. 

There is no entry fee,
but those who enter the
parade are asked to make

a donation of their choos-
ing to the Lions Club.
Entry forms can be down-
loaded at newtonlion-
sclub.com.

During, before and
after the parade, a num-
ber of local businesses
will be open.

“We encourage people
to shop at local busi-
nesses,” she said.

In addition, The Gath-
ering plans to offer hot
chocolate and fudge,
while Faith & Life will
have cookies and other
treats.

The Lions Club isn't
putting on the event as a
fundraiser; they're doing
it for Newton.

“This is kind of an
event that showcases
downtown Newton,” she
said, adding they also en-
courage folks to eat down-
town that night. “Support
our downtown. This is an
event the Lions Club
gives back to the commu-
nity. It's just something
we do to give back.”

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
These are just a handful of people who took part in the 2016 Parade of Lights through downtown Newton. 

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com



One time a while back,
Father Les Jackson was
at Newton Medical Center
and walked past the chap-
lain’s office. He thought
he might as well stop and
introduce himself, being a
minister himself and all.
Little did he know he also
was introducing himself
to his future job.

Jackson, who’s the min-
ister at St. Matthew’s
Episcopal Church in New-
ton on a part-time basis,
started his job as staff
chaplain at the local hos-
pital on Nov. 6 but was in-
terim pastor before that,
starting Sept. 28. He re-
placed retiring chaplain
Janine Arnold.

After he introduced
himself to Arnold that
day, she asked him if he’d
like to be a volunteer
chaplain. Jackson said
the hospital has 10
backup chaplains. He de-
cided to do it.

“That probably was the
brainchild of Janine,”
Jackson said in his calm,
relaxing voice, adding
there’s someone on call all
the time, so that during
crisis kinds of situations,
they can be there to sup-
port the family. They also
go into the hospital in the
evenings to check on peo-
ple and are on call from 6
p.m. to 9 a.m.

Jackson seems to enjoy
the job.

“The interesting thing
about being a chaplain in
a hospital is it ranges
from having casual con-
versations with people to
conversations that’re
more in-depth about life-
changing issues, like find-
ing out you might need to
go on hospice,” he said.
“Chaplains have been
trained to have conversa-
tions with people in those
moments of change.”

In addition, he prays
with people. He’s also
sung hymns with a pa-
tient. He said that one
time someone mentioned
to him a woman in the
Generations unit would
like to have hymns sung
to her and how hymns can
help people. They can be
soothing. So he sat and
sang hymns with her.

He has other duties as
well.

“Certainly can read
scripture with people,” he
said. “Really, primarily
what I do is listen. Do lots
of listening with people.”

He added he also makes
empathetic noises when
listening.

“I think we all want to
be seen and heard and
valued, and certainly
chaplains have the oppor-

tunity to do that,” Jack-
son said, adding another
thing he does is get people
to breathe. When he does
that, it helps folks calm
down and get out of that
anxious mode.

“Simple thing,” he said.
It’s also rewarding for

him to be with a group of
people where his skills
are useful.

“The environment here
is really, really a great en-
vironment to work with,”
he said. “I always think I
get more out of it than the
people I see. I always
leave with a blessing.”

Folks at the hospital
might disagree with that,
as it seems Jackson has a
smile on his face a great
deal of the time, offering
to pray with a patient or
having a service. When he
was a volunteer chaplain
there, he did an Ash
Wednesday service with
staff and patients, going
from unit to unit in the
hospital.

“There may be other
things we can do along
those lines to support and
encourage,” he said about
the future.

He also sees his role as
being beyond that of serv-
ing families and patients.
It’s also about the people
who work there, from the
doctors and nurses to staff
and others.

Jackson went into min-
istry for one reason.

“I think those of us go
into ministry is because
we’re into helping and
nurturing people,” he
said. “That certainly is
why I went into ministry.”

Now in his role as staff
chaplain, he’s also kind of

a volunteer chaplain, too,
since he’s available at
night when volunteers
aren’t available.

Working part time at
the hospital has worked
out well for Jackson, since
he ministers at St.
Matthew’s, as well. He
started his St. Matthew’s
job in June 2016 and
asked if it would be OK if
he found another part-
time job, since he needed
to support himself. They
said that would be fine.

“They’re the reason I’m
in Newton,” he said.
“They called me in on a
part-time basis.”

Jackson is glad he was
able to be interim pastor
at the hospital a few
weeks before accepting
the staff position.

“It really worked out
well, because it allowed
some discernment time to
see if it was something I
could do reasonably well,”
he said.

He had never been a
hospital chaplain, but he
was at one point a hospice
chaplain. They also had
the medical model of
chaplaincy, he said.

“So this is not totally
foreign,” he said, adding
being in the ministry is a
second career for him.
The first was spending 18
years as a social worker
in Texas.

There are more recent
changes Jackson is deal-
ing with, saying the cre-
ativity part of his job is
finding what his roles
look like so this is a part-
time job that allows them
to cover the needs of the
hospital. Previously, the
position was full time.
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Helping others
Jackson provides spiritual medicine as hospital chaplain

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Father Les Jackson stands in the chapel at Newton Medical Center. He
started as staff chaplain on Nov. 6. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Father Les Jackson, right, talks to Jennifer Speer, manager of case management at Newton Medical Center,
on Monday in his office. 

NORTH NEWTON—
Bethel College will pres-
ent a Philharmonia

concert at 7:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 2, at Memo-
rial Hall, North Newton.

The concert is free. 

—For Newton Now

Dec. 2 concert to be in Memorial Hall at Bethel College



While the Salvation
Army is best known for its
red kettles and bell
ringers, the organization
also has been hard at
work in Harvey County,
collecting gifts to ensure
every child in the commu-
nity has a merry Christ-
mas. 

Wendy Basye, the ad-
ministrative assistant,
kettle coordinator and
caseworker at the Harvey
County Salvation Army,
has been pairing up fami-
lies and organizations to
provide gifts for children. 

In the fall, families fill
out applications for toys,
and organizations and in-
dividual donors come for-
ward to “adopt” a child or
family for Christmas. 

“Every child deserves to
have a special Christ-
mas—that’s how I look at
it,” Basye said. 

The Harvey County Sal-
vation Army supplies gifts
for families that meet the

federal free and/or re-
duced lunch income
guidelines. 

“We do school supplies
in August, and we have
guidelines we look at to
see if they are in the
bracket. If they have free
or reduced lunches, we
write that on the applica-
tion and the letter of con-
firmation that they get a
free or reduced lunch,”
said Basye. 

However, she added no
family in need will be
turned away. 

“We don’t necessarily
turn away families.
Everyone falls on hard
times and needs help. We
try to make sure that
every child has a gift to
open up and have one, if
not more, when it comes
to Christmas morning,”
she said. 

Families with children
ranging from newborns to
seniors in high school can
qualify for Salvation
Army gift assistance. 

The distribution process
for gifts is scheduled for
Dec. 14 and 15, and over
300 children in Harvey

County will be receiving
presents.  

“We are going through
and processing and get-
ting gifts together. We
had such a successful toy
run. It was a lot bigger; it
was in memory of Wayne
Kemp. We will be able to
provide. But we will also
have additional families
from Dec. 18 to 22. They
are able to come into the
office and fill out a late
application to receive gifts
for their kids,” she said. 

This late application
process began four years
ago, said Basye. 

“After our distribution
date, the Monday after
until the Friday before

Christmas Eve, people
can come in and fill out a
late application, and we
hope to have some gifts to
give to those children and
families,” she said. 

Basye said donations
are still welcome to assist
late-comer families. 

“If people want to con-
tinue to donate, we are al-
ways happy. They can
bring donations by our of-
fice at 208 W 6th Street in
Newton,” she said. 

Basye added, it is not
just the families who are
receiving gifts who benefit
from the program, but
families who give create
their own holiday tradi-
tions. 

“I’ve seen some kids
shopping for their adopted
child. People make it a
family event to take their
kids Christmas shopping
for someone else, and
those children grow up
and continue the tradi-
tion,” she said. 

Those who previously
benefited from the Salva-
tion Army also give back.

“We have had families
that have come to us and

said they were part of the
Salvation Army Christ-
mas, and now they
wanted to help out and
would like to adopt a fam-
ily and pass on the love.
Those are our great suc-
cess stories,” she said. 
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One dollar, 34 years later, local art gallery elevating cultural life

Susan Koehn is quick
to say arts and music en-
rich lives.

For the last decade,
she’s been working to ele-
vate the cultural life of
the community, serving
as president of the Car-
riage Factory Art
Gallery’s Board of Direc-
tors.

In these waning weeks
of the year, the museum,
located at 128 E. Sixth, is
thoroughly engaged in
the holiday season, hav-
ing launched its activi-
ties before Thanksgiving
with a watercolor Christ-
mas cards class and a
Christmas concert by the
Bethel College Perform-
ing Arts Center.

“There’s always some-
thing new coming up at
the gallery,” Koehn said.
“You never know what’s
going to excite us next.” 

Starting in January,
Carriage Factory will fea-
ture the first of 19 ex-
hibits scheduled for 2018.

Mary Lee-McDonald,
assistant director of the
gallery, said she is ex-
cited about the diversity
of artists and works,
ranging from traditional
to abstract, that will be
featured in the museum.

“I just really enjoy
working with the differ-
ent artists,” she said.

Lee-McDonald spoke
enthusiastically about
the Juried Arts presenta-
tion to go up in January,
which will display
around 50 pieces de-
signed with the theme,
“Kansas Through the
Eyes of an Artist.” The
call for art attracted
works by artists not only
from Kansas but from
places like Missouri and
Texas as well.

“It’s going to be an ex-
citing show,” Lee-McDon-
ald said. “There’s going to
be something for every-
one, and it’s going to be
affordable and attain-
able.”

Lee-McDonald said the
gallery is attracting no-
tice from artists outside
Kansas as well as those
throughout the state. In
a given year, Carriage
Art Factory may see visi-
tors from 47 states and
more than 30 countries. 

Attaining that level of
success did not happen
overnight.

“When I took over as
president years back,

they were ready to close
the doors,” Koehn said.
The building, which
started in 1883 as a car-
riage factory, owned and
operated by J.J. Kre-
hbiel, was purchased by
the Newton Arts Com-
mission from the city for
$1 in 1983 and was in
disrepair, with broken
windows and bird drop-
pings.

“The board and I de-
cided it had a lot of po-
tential, and by golly, we
were going to jump in
with all our strength and
make it happen,” Koehn
said.

The building is now

listed on the state and
national registers of his-
toric places. 

“Now it’s kind of an as-
tonishing place,” Koehn
said.

Growing the gallery
hasn't been without diffi-
culties. 

Koehn said that when
Governor Sam Brown-
back eliminated the
Kansas Arts Commission,
it eliminated the gallery’s
access to federal grants. 

To help raise money for
the gallery, Kansas au-
thor and former Newton
teacher Beverley Buller
is writing a book about
the late Newton native

and artist Vernon Rick-
man, who worked for the
Smithsonian Institute for
30 years. All proceeds
from sales of the book
will go to the Carriage
Factory Art Gallery.

The book “is in the
peak of being ready to go
to the printers,” Koehn
said.

Five years ago, the
gallery benefited from
sales of the book, “Black-
bear Bosin: Keeper of the
Indian Spirit.” David
Simmonds wrote that
award-winning book
about the Comanche-
Kiowa artist.

“We ran out of the first

thousand, and we’ve sold
about 300 more,” Koehn
said.

She credits the people
of Newton with keeping
the gallery going.

“It’s astonishing how
Newton has stood up and
loved that gallery,” she
said. “This has been truly
special, and I think New-
ton needs to be thanked,
and we need to let them
know how much we ap-
preciate what they’ve
done for us. People—
they’re getting the joy of
art and it does make a
pretty good life.”

WENDY NUGENT/FILE PHOTO
Members of the Newton Ukulele Tunes Society perform in 2016 at The Carriage Factory Gallery in Newton.

BY JEFF GUY
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW Events at the

local gallery
Several Christmas

activities are sched-
uled for December at
Carriage Factory. 

Upcoming activities
at the facility are:

• Five Places of
Christmas with food,
music and gifts from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 2.

• Christmas
Pysanky from 10 a.m.
to noon Saturday, Dec.
9. The class teaches
the art of coloring
eggs for Christmas, a
custom in the
Ukraine. The cost of
the class is $40.

• A class in fused
glass Christmas orna-
ments from 10 a.m. to
noon Saturday, Dec.
16. Cost is $40, and
all materials will be
included with the
class.

• The Third Thurs-
day at the Gallery
Nuts of Christmas
free concert given by
the Newton Ukulele
Tunes Society, Thurs-
day, Dec. 21.

Harvey County Salvation Army giving out toys for Christmas
BY JACKIE NELSON

HESSTON RECORD

Police respond
to reported stoplight

stabbing
A Newton man claimed

he was sitting at a stop-
light and a person ran up
to him and stabbed him in
the face last week. 

That's the story the
man told police.

Late on Nov. 22, police
responded to Newton
Medical Center after the
hospital reported that a
person was there receiv-
ing treatment for a stab
wound.

Newton Police Detective
Mike Yoder said, accord-
ing to police reports, the
man had an inch lacera-
tion in front of his ear. 

Yoder said the man
claimed he was sitting at
a stop light with his win-
dow rolled down at Eighth
and Main Streets around
11:45 p.m. Nov. 22. Ac-
cording to
accuweather.com, the low
for Nov. 22 was 17 de-
grees. 

“He claimed someone
ran up out of nowhere and

stabbed him in the face
and ran out into the
night,” Yoder said. 

The victim was unable
to name a gender, sex, age
or race of the unidentified
stabber. 

Yoder said the man re-
ceived pain relief and
treatment for the wound
and was discharged. 

A week earlier, on Nov.
15, a man went to Newton
Medical Center for treat-
ment of a stab wound that
happened at the Peabody
Dollar General, and police
responded to find the man
uncooperative in giving
information about the
wound. 

On Oct. 19, a victim
filed a report claiming a
man left a small knife
wound on his arm follow-
ing a confrontation in the
street. That suspect was
listed as 5-foot-10-inches
and 150 pounds. 

—Newton Now staff

Next bird walk will be
Saturday, Dec. 2

NORTH NEWTON—
Join area birders to look

for winter bird residents,
when Kauffman Mu-
seum’s monthly bird walk
takes place Saturday, Dec.
2.

Participants should
meet at 7:30 a.m. in the
museum parking lot on
the Bethel campus at the
corner of Main and 27th
Streets in North Newton.

Birders need to be able
to navigate a mile to a
mile-and-a-half of mostly
wood-chip trail and un-
paved road. Terrain is
sometimes steep or slop-
ing.

Experienced birders
Gregg Friesen and Rod
Wedel will lead this
month’s walk through
Chisholm Park and on
Sand Creek Trail. It will
take one to one and one-
half hours and cover ap-
proximately 1.5 miles.

The bird walks happen
the first Saturday morn-
ing of most months, and
everyone is welcome.

For help locating Kauff-
man Museum, see
www.bethelks.edu/why-
bethel/location/campus-
map/ or the Kauffman
Museum Facebook page.

Masterworks concert
Dec. 9 at Hesston College

HESSTON—Hesston
College Music and The-
ater will present the an-
nual masterworks
performance at 7 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 9, at Hes-
ston Mennonite Church
on the Hesston College
campus. The program,
Morten Lauridsen’s Lux
Aeterna (Light Eternal),
will acknowledge the light
that Christ brings to our
world. 

The Hesston College
community and wider
community has experi-
enced several losses in re-
cent years, including the
deaths of Hesston College
employees and close fam-
ily members and the Excel
shooting. Yet, the Advent
season, reminds us that
Christ entered a world of
darkness and brings us
comfort and peace.

Tickets for the concert
are $10 for adults, $5 for
students and free of
charge for Hesston Col-
lege students. 

—For Newton Now

NEWS BRIEFS
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Kansas Highway Patrol helps
parents IMPEDE drug use

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Kansas Highway Patrol Trooper Carson Nuss gives an IMPEDE presentation on Monday night at Newton High School.

There's a drug-usage problem in
Newton schools. That's one point
Newton middle schools School Re-
source Officer Charles Shell drove
home to people attending the Mon-
day night IMPEDE parent/commu-
nity presentation at Newton High
School.

IMPEDE is an acronym for Im-
proving Parents’ Education on
Drugs.

Shell opened the event, which had
around 50 to 60 in attendance, and
then introduced Kansas Highway
Patrol Technical Trooper Carson
Nuss, who was dressed in a suit as
opposed to his uniform. He told the
audience he thought people seemed
to feel uncomfortable when he wore
his uniform.

Nuss spoke for about two and a
half hours, telling parents and kids
what to look out for regarding drug
usage, such as symptoms, drug
paraphernalia and clothing. Some of
the drug-usage symptoms can in-
clude a “wolf tongue” from a bacteria
gleaned from licking toads to leg
tremors from stimulant use.

“I'm talking about the difference
between drug use and abuse,” he
said. “I'm not demonizing drugs, but
I am talking about abuse.”

He spoke about things that par-
ents might not even notice that have
to do with drug use, like the use of
5-HTP, an over-the-counter supple-
ment used for such things as insom-
nia, depression, anxiety, migraine
and tension-type headaches. When
combined with the illegal drug Ec-
stasy, it helps release more serotonin
in the brain. Also, kids smoke catnip
to get high.

“The more you know, the better off
you are,” Nuss said.

Nuss asked the audience what are
some gateway drugs, to which they
responded—alcohol, tobacco and
marijuana. 

“A gateway drug—it always starts
somewhere,” Nuss said about pot.

Nuss said there needs to be a hur-
dle in front of kids regarding drug
usage.

“That hurdle can be you as a par-
ent that recognizes that something
isn't right,” Nuss said, adding that
use can turn into abuse, which can
go to addiction.

“Whatever you see around the
world, you're gonna see here,” he
said.

Nuss talked about seven types of
drugs, which included, putting
cannabis in one category by itself,
central nervous system depressants,
central nervous system stimulants,
hallucinogens, dissociative anesthet-
ics, narcotic analgesics, inhalants
and cannabis.

He said some of those drugs don't
affect pupil size, while others can di-
late or constrict the pupil. The de-
pressants, anesthetics and inhalants
don't affect pupil size after using,
but cannabis, stimulants and hallu-
cinogens dilate the eyes. Narcotic
analgesics constrict the eyes, Nuss
said.

He then showed the audience a
slide of a woman being interviewed
who was under the glare of bright
lights. Her pupils should have been
constricted, but they were dilated
very big.

“Not one thing means everything,”
Nuss said, adding some people natu-
rally have big pupils.

The goal that night, Nuss said,
was for parents to learn something
or think, “Wow, I should have seen
that.”

Nuss also discussed the kinds of
drugs in those categories and vari-
ous symptoms, such as alcohol,
Xanax, Valium, Ambien and
Phenazepam, which had been sold
as an air freshener. Also in this cate-
gory is Rohypnol, which is the “date
rape” drug. Nuss said they see that
at the college level after spring
breaks. Symptoms of depressant use
include droopy and bloodshot eyes,

fumbling fingers and divided atten-
tion. Nuss also talked about gamma
hydroxybutyrate, another depres-
sant, and a case where a young man
was pulled over because the police
officer got tired of waiting through
three cycles of red lights. This drug
is measured in capfuls, Nuss said,
and the young man had had three
capfuls.

Stimulants will dilate the pupils
and can cause anxiety, leg tremors,
bruxism (excessive teeth grinding)
and decreased appetite.

Drugs in this category include co-
caine, crack and Aderall.

Nuss told parents he hoped they
don't have to deal with things like
Mexican meth, which is cheaper to
buy if brought from Mexico than it is
to make here, but he does think
they'll have to deal with another
stimulant.

“What I expect you to deal with is
Aderall,” he said.

In the hallucinogen category, Nuss
talked about LSD and toad licking.
Regarding toad licking, he said one
such “drug” toad is the Colorado
River Toad. However, another toad
has enough venom to kill two adult
men. Some toads can get one high
and others can kill.

“If your child has a tongue like
this, keep him away from the pond,”
Nuss said. “He's licking the wrong
toads.”

The “like this” tongue was a photo
of someone with a hairy tongue
caused by a bacteria, known as “wolf
tongue.”

Nuss also talked about spotting
drug-user clothing.

“People who use like to advertise,”
he said. “You have to look at little
things. They mean a lot.”

He showed a slide of an “orange
crush” T-shirt, saying there used to
be an Orange Crush drink, but now
“orange crush” is when people mix a
certain drug with sweets. That “or-
ange crush” logo looks different than
the soft drink's. 

“Again, it's knowing the lan-
guage,” he said. “Knowledge is
power.”

He showed another slide of a T-
shirt that had “Mary & Molly &
Lucy & Dubstep” on it. He said the
female names actually are different

drugs, with Mary being pot and
Lucy being LSD. Dubstep is a genre
of electronic music that started in
the 1990s in London.

Apparently, youth use drugs at
various dance festivals, such as the
Electric Daisy Carnival Las Vegas,
which has six stages and lasts from
dusk until dawn, with around half a
million folks attending, and a
DanceFestopia in September in
Kansas City.

There also is a culture called
PLUR, Nuss said, which stands for
Peace, Love, Unity and Respect.
During events, kids wear Ecstasy-
laced candies on bracelets, and the
more bracelets they have, the more
respect they get. 

Not only is drug use in youth a
worry, but the things that go along
with it are, too, including sexual bat-
teries, Nuss said.

Shell told the audience that a few
weeks ago in Newton, a teenage girl
had some pot and was beat up by
two guys, who took it from her. She
was afraid to call the police because
she had an illegal substance. 

One drug Nuss expects parents to
see in Newton is dextromethorphan,
which is a cough suppressant. Nuss
also talked about inhalants, showing
a video of a kid using in a parking
lot and what happened to him after
he used it. The “high” didn't last
very long, and the kid went into un-
controllable convulsions.

Inhalants can include Reddi
Whip, which has nitrous oxide, and
air cans used for cleaning out com-
puters.

There also are at least two types
of cannabis, Nuss said. These are
the stimulant kind and depressant
kind.

Pot abuse symptoms include rapid
heartbeat, hunger, dry mouth, poor
memory, fear, anxiety, paranoia, con-
stant mucus-filled cough, and red,
blurry and bloodshot eyes.

“IMPEDE was designed out of re-
quests for a program to help parents
understand today's current drug
trends,” according to an IMPEDE
flier. “IMPEDE is updated when
new trends emerge. Our goal is to
give parents the education to recog-
nize program early to allow them to
intervene before addiction sets in.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Kansas Highway Patrol Trooper Carson Nuss, standing, talks to the audience on Monday night
about drug use and abuse so they know what to look for in kids.



Ihave a friendly acquaintance
who doesn't have a name. I
think I'll call her Julie.

Julie and I have known each
other for maybe a few years. I ask
her questions; she answers them
as best she can.

Apparently, according to the
Google, the Google app voice lady
doesn't have a name, so I guess
you might say, to loosely quote a
song from the ’70s, “I've been
through the web with a voice with
no name.”

I'll say into my Android smart
phone something like, “OK,
Google, what's the temperature
outside?” Then Julie will nicely
tell me the temperature wherever
I am.

She has a pleasant voice. No
emotion. She doesn't get mad and
ask me why I'm asking a question.
She just answers it. 

It's mostly a one-sided friend-
ship with me asking things and
her answering. She probably
knows all about my interests by
the questions I ask, but I know
nothing of hers. I asked her what
her name is and she didn't have an
answer. Nothing. Just some sites
to go to that don't answer the
question, like “Google's 'Voice As-
sistant' Not Quite Siri-Smart But
Most People Won't Notice” or “Why
Google's smart assistant doesn't
have a name like Siri, Alexa or
Cortana.”

What is she trying to tell me? I
think she wants a name. I have
obliged. The search even came up
with a “woman behind 'OK
Google',” who is the only woman
on her team, Carolina Parada, and
is an expert in “hot word” detec-
tion, according to the site.

Also in my searching, trying to
find the elusive Julie and maybe
learn who the voice is behind her, I
found the voice behind Siri, the
Apple app, but not Julie. 

Julie, are you trying to be secre-

tive? I at least like to know my
friends' names.

I found Siri's voice is that of ac-
tress Susan Bennett.

OK. I just found out the voice is
called “Assistant.” I like Julie bet-
ter. Maybe Julie will catch on. As
Julie told me in one of her site
findings, “Unlike Apple's Siri, Mi-
crosoft's Cortana or Amazon's
Alexa, 'Assistant' isn't catchy. It
has no identity.” I think she's try-
ing to express herself.

So, here I am, trying to get to
know my acquaintance a little
more. She's being a little elusive. I
asked her what her favorite color
is. She responded, “Whether we're
a vibrant orange or a peaceful
green, our color preferences are a
key to understanding our person-
alities. Find out what this color ex-
pert has to say about your favorite
color.”

Well, maybe she's trying to be
more like a teacher than a
friend—my sensei, as it were.
Maybe she wants me to learn.
Maybe she's like a therapist—with
a helpful and listening ear, and al-
though you don't get to know that
person very well, they get to know
you.

OK. I'll try another question.
Again, she's being vague.

“OK, Google. When is the world
going to end?” No dates. There are
a couple of sites on which I can
click about David Meade saying

the world was going to end Sept.
23 and something about Nibiru
wasn't going to destroy the Earth
on Sept. 23. Good to know.

Julie does have a lot of facts she
likes to spew forth, but she doesn't
like to get real personal. I bet we
all know someone like that.

I did learn Nibiru is supposedly
a world 10 times the size of our
home planet and was on a collision
course with us. Well, we didn't die,
and, according to rumors, NASA
knew about it. Well, OK.

I'm gonna ask her one more
question: Where was Assistant
born? Again with the mysterious-
ness. She just doesn't want to dis-
cuss it. Some things about birthing
assistants came up. OK, Julie. I
get it. Well, maybe you can answer
some less personal, although
deeper, questions, like what's the
meaning of life?

Her answer was very sensei.
“The meaning of life, or the an-

swer to the question, 'What is the
meaning of life?' pertains to the
significance of living or existence
in general,” she said, quoting
Wikipedia.

Well, I feel like we're beginning
to have a little conversation here.
She also told me Einstein thought
that in order to be able to answer
that question, one should be reli-
gious. Another site she showed me
stated, “God has a purpose for
everything he creates, including
us.”

That includes you, too, Julie.
Even though you won't let me get
to know you on a personal level,
you've helped me a great deal. I've
learned a lot from you. May we all
learn from each other and accept
the boundaries we all set, like
Julie has.

Wendy Nugent is the features ed-
itor at Newton Now. She can be
reached at wendy@harveycoun-

tynow.com or 316-281-7899.
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Weigh in

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes.

Only the name and hometown will be included in the
printed letter. 

With town and business development, there appears
to be ups and downs. We'll go through a period where
we seem to be writing about a new restaurant or busi-
ness opening every week, and then we go through a pe-
riod where we write about them closing. 

The last four or five months have been a bit of a sweat
off period in Newton, with the downtown losing a num-
ber of restaurants and businesses. Perhaps the largest
blow to the downtown was the sudden closure of 701
Cafe, which appeared popular and busy on the days it
was open. 

That corner cafe has been a mainstay in Newton for a
good number of years, and we'd hate to see it become
like “the Old Mill.”

Before 701 closed, the talk for a year was “who is
Newton going to find to fill the Old Mill?” That opening
came following the closure of another popular restau-
rant, Reba's. 

And in the blocks between the two on Main Street sits
another restaurant recently closed—Fuji Japanese
Bistro—which followed about three other restaurants
that couldn’t make a go of it in that location.

Now this isn't a “this economy” doom and gloom edito-
rial. Restaurateurs have been able to make a go of it in
Newton. 

Both Genova's and Back Alley Pizza were recently
featured in a State of Kansas tourism magazine promot-
ing the restaurants as some of the better hometown fa-
vorites to eat at in the state. 

Those restaurants and others, such as The Breadbas-
ket, show the ability to have some regional pull and
draw in dollars from outside the county. 

Genova's and Back Alley haven't been around forever.
They're relatively new. So what makes some businesses
work and others not succeed? 

It comes down to catching the breaks for sure, but
also in our mind, planning, leadership and drive. 

Robert Palmer, owner of Back Alley, is a hard-working
man with a plan. Rosie Martin at Genova will be serv-
ing tables, running the register and bantering with cus-
tomers most nights you go in. 

People have to have an eye for food, for customer serv-
ice, for business.

And then there's the other side of business: the num-
bers. 

All these factors set a pretty high bar for those just
starting out. 

So, really, the answer to empty restaurants and build-
ings is simple: Newton needs more highly talented and
motivated entrepreneurs willing to tie up much of their
lives and earnings to take a risk at succeeding when it's
as likely they will not. 

Who's ready to line up and try?
How do we find these people? How do we develop

them? How do we keep these people in the community? 
We don't have all the answers, and really, we don't

think most governing bodies or those interested in eco-
nomic development have all the answers, either, other-
wise we'd be deploying them. 

As with many parts in life, we're stuck with the
spaghetti method: throw stuff at the wall and see if it
sticks. 

One idea we've mentioned and have heard tossed
around is a sort of business incubator or low interest
loan program.

There could be a board of local business owners and
community residents who would administer low interest
small loans to entrepreneurs interested in starting up.
Newton missed out on the state E-Community program
that would have started such a pool of funding, but we
hope to see the chamber and Harvey County Economic
Development apply for the program again the following
year. 

But perhaps the low interest or no interest loans pro-
vided through a program should be contingent on future
business owners participating in a mentoring program,
where successful business owners in the community
could give advice or tips on how to run a business.

They'd help coach them on dos and don'ts in hopes of
creating solid and reliable employment and services in
the community. We could get behind that, as long as
there's oversight for the program and the board that
runs it.

These ideas take a lot of community volunteering and
buy in from busy people, but developing entrepreneurs
is no short process.

Pair such a program with the idea of start up busi-
nesses working out of a shared office space to keep ex-
penses down and we might start gaining more traction.
We've seen private iterations of this idea in the past,
where non-profits teamed up to keep costs low. 

Understandably, there's only a certain amount of
money to go around and be spent in Newton to support
businesses, but we do have money traveling out of the
county as well as money traveling in. We think there
are likely niches in Newton where we can capture more
out-of-county money and keep more of our dollars local. 

It's just going to take community support, as well as
the right people having access to the right resources.

Simple, right?
—Newton Now Editorial Board

Entrepreneurial
development no
simple solution

Anyone else feeling the pain? 
Having just received again my exorbitant utilities bill

from the City of Newton, I have a question: Does anyone
else feel the pain? 

And why is the bill the same even when I am out of
town and not using said utilities? Is there any way to
save on this bill? Or is it just a set fee per month just for
living and owning property in Newton?

Alvera Sandberg
Newton

Accept others' personal boundaries

WENDY’S WORDS

WENDY NUGENT

Isaw a woman with a Minnie-
Mouse-eared Santa hat, smok-
ing a cigarette in her van

Friday outside in the parking lot
at a gas station. A rosary as well
as a tree air freshener hung from
her rear view mirror. 

She looked to be extracting a
few minutes of relaxation on a Fri-
day afternoon. 

Now, I tried not to stare so as
not to appear creepy. But I won-
dered, though, what exactly is this
person's story?

Was she trying to get away from
her family and kids for a few min-
utes? Had she just gotten off of
work?

Why the Santa hat, and why the
mouse ears? I couldn't just go up
to the van and ask her. That,
again, would be rude. I turned to
the other side.

There, a woman scarfed down
what looked to be a Big Mac and
took a picture with her phone. OK. 

Inside, it seemed like 50 people
came and went. A man held a 2-
year-old boy with dirty bare feet.
How did those feet get dirty? 

There always seems to be 1,000
different stories at the gas station
each time I go in to grab some
needed caffeine. They're good ways
to really observe the community.

Where we shop, where we eat,
who we socialize with, even where
we go to church sometimes de-
pends on socio-economic factors. 

But we all need gas. There's not
a station selling farm-raised, free-
trade, organic, unleaded gasoline.
So as long as the store is clean and
the food is cheap, a gas station at-
tracts a wide swath of the popula-
tion. 

That makes me happy. I think
we should all be exposed to each

other. I think it provides context
for the people who live behind the
gates. 

They provide context to me, at
least. 

I have found myself explaining
Newton over the last few years to
family members and friends as a
safe place. 

The line I usually give revolves
around most violence and weird
things people read about the city
stay pretty well within certain
communities. 

If you're not into hard drugs,
you're usually OK. That's what I
say. And, really, that thought
process is kind of problematic. It
provides me with a safe way to say
that it's other people's fault that
bad things happen to them. 

I do believe we're a society
sorely lacking personal accounta-
bility at times. However, as a com-
munity member, I don't think I get
to write off violent crime because
it hasn't happened to me or to the
people in my bubble. 

Gas stations allow me to look
outside of that bubble and, I think,
are an important resource for us
as we continue to grow socially
and financially segregated as a
country. 

As journalists, as people, we go

the direction often of least resist-
ance, of convenience or easiness.
We hate to be uncomfortable. I
think where I fall short sometimes
is that I end up writing about the
same 300 people over and over.

But I rarely step back to ask if
what I'm comfortable with is actu-
ally a good thing. 

Sometimes I think about talking
to different people standing in line
to get some snacks and saying,
“Tell me your story; it's for the
paper.”

Perhaps most would just look at
me strangely. I don't know if any-
one would read the articles. But
it's an idea I toy with, at least as I
sip my cheap quart of soda while
people watching in my car.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor at Newton Now. He can be

reached at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Tell me your story; it's for the paper

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK We hate to be uncom-
fortable. I think
where I fall short
sometimes is that I
end up writing about
the same 300 people
over and over. But I
rarely step back to
ask if what I’m com-
fortable with is actu-
ally a good thing.
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My most memorable Christ-
mases as a child involved
my wish for a particular

gift.
I was in the sixth grade. Several

weeks before Christmas, I saw two
matching Schwinn girls’ bicycles
for sale in the showroom window
of the Ford automobile dealer—
among the first on the market
after World War II.

They were gleaming new blue
and white bicycles with handsome
tan leather seats and carriers on
the back. Each had a battery-oper-
ated horn inside the crossbar tube,
which was honked by a button on
the tube. They were the prettiest
bicycles I had ever seen, and there
was one each for my sister and me!

I learned how to ride a bicycle
on a large 26-inch Western Flyer
men’s bicycle that my dad bought
at the beginning of World War II to
ride to work to save gasoline. I was
seven years old when I learned
how to ride it by wheeling it up to
a high step, throwing my leg over
and taking off, pedaling first down
one side then down the other,
standing up. Of course, there were
many falls and crashes. My knees
were continuously skinned; I was
seldom without Mercurochrome
and a bandage on one or both
knees.

Dad gave up on ever riding the
bicycle because I had taken it over.
He walked to his dental office in-
stead. After a few years, I finally
grew to the height where I could
actually sit on the seat and pedal
and not have to stand the whole
time while riding. However, by
then, after so many crashes, the
bicycle looked as if it had been in
the first wave at Normandy on D-
Day and had been met by Hitler’s
defensive artillery.

The beautiful bicycles in the
showroom window were a marked
contrast to the beat-up Western
Flyer, and I wanted them under
the Christmas tree on Christmas
morning more than anything I
ever wanted. I talked about them
daily, describing them to my par-
ents over and over (in case they
might forget from one day to the
next). I coached my sister (two and
a half years younger than I) and
convinced her that she did, indeed,
want one of them for Christmas,
too. Finally, she also began to ask
for them.

At bedtime on Christmas Eve,
my heart sank when, as Mother
was telling us goodnight, she casu-
ally said that she hoped we would
like our Christmas gift since it was
not anything we asked for. Not
anything we had asked for?!

I didn’t hurry downstairs on
Christmas morning quite as fast
as usual. I wanted to delay the dis-
appointment. At the bottom of the
stairs, I turned into the living
room. There, near the tree, held
erect by their kick stands, were
the two, beautiful, twin Schwinn
bicycles. Mother and Daddy
laughed and laughed as my sister
and I squealed with joy. What a
Christmas! I will never forget
Christmas 1946.

One of my most memorable
Christmases as an adult involved
our whole family: Ted, our children
and I, as well as my sister, her two
boys, her husband Bob James and

his two boys—11 of us in all.
All three of our children were in

college this particular year, 1982.
Evan, the youngest, was a fresh-
man at KU, Nancy was a senior at
KU and Laura was a first year law
student at Washburn U. Jan’s son,
Quinn, was 15, and Patrick was
13. Bob’s son, Adam, was in col-
lege, Bryan was in high school.

I always dreamed that some
year our family would have a
Christmas together in Colorado. It
seemed that it would be best if the
children were older so that the trip
and the event itself could be every-
one’s Christmas gift—no trans-
porting of gifts. Skiing and the
grandeur of the snow and the
mountains would be our gifts. My
vision also included attending a
Christmas Eve service in a little
mountain church and coming out
into a sparkling snowfall.

Plans were made, a condo-
minium was arranged in Brecken-
ridge and the rental paid in
advance. We prepared food and
shopped for groceries to take for
the meals for 11 people, and we
packed our cars full.

According to plan, we left from
work as soon as we could the after-
noon of the day before Christmas
Eve and drove as far as Burling-
ton, Colo., and a motel there. We
met the Carmichael/James family
there.

Our plan was to get to Colorado
early in the day on Christmas Eve
so we could begin our Colorado
Christmas!

We set our alarms at the motel
for a very early hour. Upon aris-
ing, we saw that it had begun
snowing during the night. We
started out but drove into thicker
and thicker snow as we went. We
got as far as Limon, Colo., before I-
70 west was closed. We certainly
hadn’t counted on this!

Since we were among the earlier
ones off the highway after it
closed, we were fortunate enough
to get the last two rooms in the
motel in Limon, The Safari Motel.
With the motel filled, travelers
who came after us were housed in
schools and slept on cots. We en-
tertained ourselves through the
day, playing the games we brought
with us.

It snowed all the rest of the day,
a full-blown blizzard, all through
the night and into Christmas Day.
Christmas Eve we sang Christmas
carols from the songbooks I
packed. We sang and sang.

We started in on the food we
were taking to the condominium.
Christmas breakfast was eggs
boiled in the coffee maker we were
taking, cereal and milk we were
bringing and some of the honey-
baked ham Jan was bringing.

Christmas dinner was our

frozen vegetable soup heated in
the electric skillet we had with us
for use in the condominium. I can’t
recall what we improvised for
bowls for the soup, since we
weren’t taking dishes. 

H.B.O. was showing the movie
“On Golden Pond.” Basically it was
the only thing on TV, with chan-
nels in eastern Colorado being
very limited. We continued playing
games while “On Golden Pond”
played on. During the fourth show-
ing of the day, the kids were recit-
ing each line with each actor. By
late in the afternoon, it stopped
snowing. Drifts covered our cars,
and the snow lay two to three feet
deep.

We decided to put on our snow
gear and venture toward down-
town Limon. We struggled through
the snow and drifts and finally
made our way to a bar that was
open. We went inside and learned
that the restaurant next door was
open.

When we got inside the restau-
rant and were seated, we learned
that it was being operated by vol-
unteer waiters, waitresses and
cooks, all stranded travelers. The
owner of the restaurant was there,
but none of his help could get
through the snow to come to work.
The menu choices were not large;
one could order hamburger and
French fries, hamburger and
French fries or hamburger and
French fries. We chose one of each
option. We all agreed that we had
never tasted better food!

The morning after Christmas,
the highway was opened, and we
dug our cars out of the drifts. Only
one lane each way was passable
and travel was slow. Traffic was
bumper to bumper going through
Denver. We reached the condo-
minium in Breckinridge very late
in the afternoon.

Even though the daytime tem-
perature was at the zero level day-
time, we were able to ski the next
two days before our lease and va-
cation time came to an end.

The third night, the tempera-
ture got down to 25 below zero,
and pipes burst in some of the con-
dos in our building the morning we
were leaving. 

On the return trip to Kansas, we
ran into black ice late in the after-
noon in western Kansas. It became
so hazardous that we felt the need
to get off at Goodland and find a
motel. The kids were all in one of
the rooms watching TV before we
all went to eat in the motel restau-
rant.

As we came down the hall to-
ward that room, here came Patrick
flying out the door, followed by two
pillows.

When we asked what was going
on, we were told that they had
thrown Pat out because he had
turned the channel to “On Golden
Pond.”

We have never had more family
togetherness. Though not exactly
what we had planned, the Christ-
mas of 1982 will always be a mem-
orable Christmas for us all.

Sue Ice has been a Newton resi-
dent since 1961, community ac-

tivist, former teacher and retired
Prairie View employee.

Two Christmases recalled Guest Editorial

Weigh in

Just scrap
AFP-Koch postcards

The e-mail from my brother
came in mid-September. It
was hopeful, if not slightly

apologetic, as he asked if my hus-
band and I would be willing to go
to Boston to watch our nephew,
Jasper, for a week because his reg-
ular child care provider would be
on vacation. 

We jumped at the chance. Skype
keeps us all close, but nothing
beats actual time with family. I
headed out a few days before
Blake to learn Jasper’s current
schedule and get familiar with the
north Boston suburb where they
live. 

Because Blake and I don’t have
kids, a three-year-old’s daily
schedule is more complicated than
I would have expected. Throw in a
trip on the commuter train to
downtown Boston, and it made for
an epic week.

Kevin was right in his original
e-mail; it wasn’t exactly a vaca-
tion. But it was a whole lot of fun.
I arrived on a Saturday, so I got to
ease into child-care duties. With
my brother and brother-in-law not
working on the weekend, we went
over pre-school and morning rou-
tines, house rules, toured town,
took a walk and played. 

When Monday morning rolled
around, the first part of wake up
and eat breakfast went well. Once

the kiddo was dressed and fed, it
was story time before school. I
learned to both love and fear story
time, or more specifically the bot-
tom shelf. My brother-in-law was
born and raised in Norway, and
they are raising Jasper to be flu-
ent in both English and Norwe-
gian. The bottom two shelves that
once held medical books, travel
guides and classic novels now
holds an expansive library of chil-
dren’s literature. The second shelf
from the bottom is the English col-
lection, the bottom shelf is Norwe-
gian.

I lucked out Monday when
Jasper picked “Make Way for
Ducklings,” which turned out to be
the same copy my brother and I
had shared as children. I wasn’t so
lucky after school, but I got very
good at making up a story to go
along with the pictures. I doubt

I’ll be able to get away with that
much longer.

Like many toddlers, Jasper is a
devoted fan of all things train.
Thomas the Tank Engine has
celebrity status, and his current
favorite toy is a set of interlocking
wooden track pieces. Track build-
ing could keep him entertained for
the better part of an hour, so when
the Fed Ex driver rang the door-
bell, I thought nothing of getting
up to leave the room for a mo-
ment. In the time it took to sign
for the delivery and put it in the
kitchen, 90 minutes worth of track
was in a pile on the floor, and
Jasper couldn’t have been more
pleased with himself. I truly think
that a three-year-old could proba-
bly take down the Hoover Dam
with a plastic spoon if given the
opportunity and be delighted to do
it.

I thoroughly enjoyed my week of
adventure with Jasper, and
though I’ve never been so glad to
go to bed at 8:30 p.m. in my life, I
can’t wait to do it again.

Melody Spurney is the coordina-
tor for the Newton Convention &

Visitors Bureau. She can be
reached at 316-284-3642 or by e-

mail at mspurney@new-
tonkansas.com.

Week with nephew offers adventures in babysitting

GLIDING ON ICE

SUE ICE

TO NEWTON

MELODY SPURNEY

Self-serving political forces in Kansas won’t quit, de-
termined to unseat state lawmakers who pushed back
against an irresponsible ultraconservative agenda.

They’ve targeted those lawmakers in postcards filled
with bogus claims. As the mailings arrive—repeatedly—
Kansans should consider the source.

Americans for Prosperity (AFP), supported by the bil-
lionaire Koch brothers, endorsed the failed economic ex-
periment that drove huge budget deficits and saddled
Kansas with unnecessary debt and numerous setbacks
to core services that will take years to mend.

The postcards are deliberately misleading, as usual.
The stunt started in 2012 when AFP and like organiza-
tions launched a campaign of lies that helped purge sev-
eral moderate lawmakers who resisted radical change
directed by Governor Sam Brownback, a faithful AFP-
Koch ally.

Once Brownback and fellow ultraconservatives were
in charge, Kansas headed backward, as deep income-tax
cuts practically broke the state.

Last year, commonsense Kansans, determined to stop
the bleeding, voted numerous pro-Brownback legislators
out of office. From there, a more moderate Legislature
responded to the will of the people by restoring the in-
come-tax revenue recklessly slashed by the governor
and his cohorts.

Still, the AFP postcards try to portray the change as
bad for Kansas families.

It’s a lie. Lawmakers helped families by restoring de-
ductions for home mortgage interest, property taxes and
medical expenses, along with child-care tax credits
Brownback’s side scrapped.

Personal and business tax rates now are lower than
when Brownback took office.

AFP started sending postcards well in advance of the
2018 election cycle, and appears to have spent more
than $1 million on the effort—so far.

They vowed to restore fiscal sanity in Kansas and did
so knowing they’d be maligned by the Koch-fueled politi-
cal machine.

The same attack-ad strategy did fail miserably in
2016. Kansans weren’t fooled then and should find it
easy to ignore the pathetic sequel now appearing in
mailboxes.

—The Garden City Telegram

Mental health problems affect all of us 
Every time there is a national tragedy, it seems as

though there is an immediate need to classify the per-
petrator as “mentally ill.” It serves to separate “us”
from “them” and make “us” feel better about ourselves.

But it also does two other things, which are poten-
tially as detrimental as whatever the tragedy was in
the first place. For starters, it reinforces the inaccu-
rate stigma that those who are mentally ill are prone
to violence. And by doing so, makes it less likely that
those who are having actual mental health concerns
will be willing to raise their hand and get the help
they need.

Have you ever lost a job? Been through a divorce?
Relocated? Sent a child off across the country for col-
lege? Retired? Mourned the passing of a loved one?
Then you, too, have been touched by one or several of
the daily activities that create the need for compre-
hensive, mental health services right here in the south
central Kansas area. 

Twenty percent—one in five—of the people reading
this right now had, or will have, a mental health con-
cern during 2017. And another 20 percent will have
one in 2018. If you know more than four people, then
odds are pretty good that you know someone who
needs the services provided by the Mental Health As-
sociation of South Central Kansas. And society’s need
to classify “us” and “them” is potentially a part of
what is keeping them from trying to get the help that
they need.

Make the holidays not a reason for depression but
rather an opportunity to seek out ways of making our
communities, families, and social groups healthier and
stronger. Look for warning signs, and make a phone
call.

Eric Litwiller 
Newton

Say what?

The wise man does
not lay up his own
treasures. The
more he gives to
others, the more
he has for his own.

Lao Tzu

CONTACT YOUR LEADERS
Newton Commissioner Glen Davis
316-283-8976
glendavis3@cox.net

Newton Mayor Barth Hague
316-283-2785
hague@mail.com

Newton Commissioner Leroy Koehn
316-772-3166
ldkoehn@kpc.kscoxmail.com

Newton Vice Mayor David A. Nygaard
316-207-7934
dnygaard@cox.net

Newton Commissioner Kathy Valen-
tine
316-516-4691
happyvalentine@cox.net

North Newton Mayor Ron Braun
316-283-7990
rdbraun@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Gregg
Dick
316-283-1366
greggd@bethelks.edu

North Newton Council Member Jim
Goering
316-284-0786
sgoering02@gmail.com

North Newton Council Member Paul

Harder
316-283-8262
phhefh@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Ron
Ratzlaff
316-283-2566
ratzlaff@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Jane
Schmidt
316-283-6251

jschmidt@bethelks.edu

Harvey County Commissioner George
A. “Chip” Westfall
316-283-5360
chipw58@cox.net
Harvey County Commissioner Randy
Hague
316-284-7340
randy@haguespaint.com

74th KS Representative District

Don Schroeder
State House, Room 512-N
Kansas House of Representatives
Topeka, KS 66612
785 296-7500
don.schroeder@house.ks.gov

72nd KS Representative District
Tim Hodge
State House, Room 459-W
Kansas House of Representatives
Topeka, KS 66612
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She said some of the decisions,
such as remodeling existing
spaces instead of building a
school south of Highway 50, came
from the group of district patrons
who met to discuss and form the
bond issue. After the presenta-
tion, discussion began in earnest.

Different board members had
different suggestions on how to
move forward. Allen Jantz said
getting more community input
was essential to a future bond
issue.

“We need to find out what the
community feels, and the survey
would give us the data we need
before we do much else,” he said.

He added that the district
should figure out what its critical
safety and security needs are,
ones that might have been ad-
dressed in the bond issue, and
look if the district could use capi-
tal outlay funds to address the
needs. 

The district currently levies 6.9
mills for capital outlay projects.
It would be able to levy up to 8
mills for capital outlay, some-
thing Jantz said he'd support
doing if there was the need for it. 

Board Member Angela Becker
acknowledged the need to use
capital outlay to accomplish es-
sential projects but worried about
district patrons approving a bond
issue as well as paying the in-
crease for the capital outlay fund. 

Across the board, it was gener-
ally acknowledged that the dis-
trict will need to move forward
with a bond issue, though the
when about it was not decided at
the meeting. 

How the bond would be struc-
tured, as in a single or multiple
question format, was also dis-
cussed but not decided. 

Board Member Barbara
Bunting talked about certain dis-
cussions, whether to completely
remodel and expand Walton or
build a school south of the high-
way, as being polarizing and sug-
gested splitting up the vote.

“We had talked about having
multiple questions in the bond,
and the high school was one of
them. That's the one we've heard
about for the longest period of
time that touches all of our stu-
dents and impacts the gradua-
tion rates,” she said. 

Incoming Board Member Toby
Tyner also said splitting the bond
into questions could be a good
idea, as it broke it down into
smaller, more approachable
chunks for voters.

Jantz also seemed to express
interest in the matter. 

Richards expressed concerns
that patrons might pass the least
important questions and reject
more important questions.

Hamm pushed back against
the idea of splitting the vote, say-
ing that if they split it up, they
are saying all of the needs aren't
as important. 

“In terms of transparency, it's
important that the board say
that these are all of our needs,”
she said. “If we don't do all of
this, we will be back here in five
or 10 years. There needs to be a
long-range planning to address
these problems that aren't going
away.”

That was another subject
board members seemed to agree
on: that a bond was needed to ad-
dress district needs.

Incoming member Jennifer
Budde said that information
should be passed forward to the
community. 

“The needs can't be filled any
other way,” she said. “If you fail
another bond, we'll just come
back with another bond until you
pass it for us.”

Board members also expressed
a need to better market the bond.

Becker, Bunting, Tyner and
others said the district should
look for ways to better translate
professional language or “jargon”
into language the public can un-
derstand.

Richards suggested hiring a
public information officer to help
with the bond effort. 

Bunting said that perception of
such a move would be important,
and if the district were to hire a
public information officer, it
should do so to effectively com-
municate its total message, not to
just push a bond vote. 

Board Member Dick Koontz
put in his two cents on the issue,
saying that perhaps it would help
to have innovative and inspiring
actions included in the next bond
issue. He said people are more
likely to tolerate increased tax
burden if they believe in and are
inspired by actions instead of
merely tolerant of them. 

All of this seems to be on hold
until the survey group the dis-
trict hired puts out and receives
survey responses from at least
400 district patrons about the
bond issue. That should come
back in mid January. 

For the time being, Board Pres-
ident Carol Sue Stayrook Hobbs
suggested that board members
contemplate a number of ques-
tions, such as priorities for a
bond issue, how to communicate
the need for a bond issue and
when the district should put it on
the ballot.

BOND
From Page 1

knew she would soon deliver.
She expected the birth do go
easy. They didn't plan for the
dog to get pregnant, but when
she did, it was by a Chi-
huahua dachshund mix. 

“We didn't think it would be
a problem,” Ryan said. 

Around 11 a.m. Sunday,
Ryan awoke from sleeping by
the dog to a mess on her shirt. 

“I was concerned her water
had broken,” she said. “I
called around, and no one was
open.”

After the dog labored for a
few hours with no progress,
Ryan grew increasingly wor-
ried. 

She began calling vets in
the area. Locally, most offices
were closed. Her boyfriend
posted on social media looking
for help and was inundated
with numbers and sugges-
tions of people to call.

“She was pushing for hours
and hours, and nothing would
come out,” she said. “No one
would see us; they said you
have to have the money up
front or they won’t see us.”

Ryan said they didn't have
existing credit to access a
CareCredit card to help them
finance a possible c-section
operation that was quoted to
them by one office in Wichita
at $2,500 that night.

As time passed, the situa-
tion grew direr. People were
giving Ryan advice online,
and Ryan said a nurse who
was an acquaintance of the
family stopped in to attempt
to pull the puppy. It got
halfway out of the dog and
then grew stuck again. 

“The reason the puppies
were stuck, they were in the
same area and they were col-
liding,” Ryan said.

“I was bawling,” she said.
“My puppy was going to die.
Cheyenne [Qualls] came over
and was like, ‘Let’s get your

dog to the vet before it does.’”
Qualls and her mother con-

firmed that she had the
money as part of her mother's
disability settlement with So-
cial Security. Each of her
mother's children received a
part of the settlement. 

They took the dog down to
an emergency clinic in Wi-
chita and paid about $300 to
have the puppy professionally
pulled out. It had died. The
clinic put the dog on medicine
to stop the labor until the
morning, when Ryan could
take it to a veterinarian's of-
fice in Derby that would do a
c-section to remove the puppy. 

In total, that job ran $762. 
“One of the puppies lived,”

Ryan said. “We were prepared
for the puppies to die, but
there was one that was alive.
I'm so happy. I've been crying
all day about how happy I am
they helped me out.”

Macii is now recovering,
and Ryan is bottle feeding the
puppy that Quall's donation

saved. 
“We can't have pets at my

house, and but I can name it,
and it can be mine, and it can
stay at her house, and I can
come over any time and see
it,” the fifth grader said. 

Qualls named the puppy
Iszaley.

Ryan said she's been thank-
ful for all the help and sup-
port she's received over social
media and in person taking
care of the dog. She was also
thankful for the support of
her boyfriend, family and
friends.

“I just want to let every one
know I'm very, very thankful
for everyone’s help,” she said.

She said she plans on pay-
ing Qualls back the money for
the surgery. Ryan said, how-
ever, with the holidays coming
up, paying the 11-year-old
Qualls back might be difficult.
She asked that anyone wish-
ing to donate and help offset
the cost of the surgery call or
text at 316-302-6841.

DOG
From Page 1

Buller leads the group for
several reasons.

“I do this a lot for the kids,
as a benefit for the students,”
he said. “They might not have
the greatest home life or
struggling with something I
know nothing about, but if
they can come and find value
in this in a safe place to find
something they like to do, then
it’s a benefit for everybody.”

This is Buller’s third year of
having the group, and since it
started, there’s been close to
50 students who have taken
part in the last three years, he
said. Some attended fre-
quently, while others didn’t.

The students meet with
Buller from 3:30 to 5 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays and
with another teacher, Cassie
Balzer, eight-grade language
arts teacher, the same times
on Mondays.

When the group started
three years ago, Buller said a
group of seventh-graders pro-
posed having it. Now, those
students are freshmen at New-
ton High School.

“We just kinda started,”
Buller said, adding they ini-
tially had five students, and
now they’re up to 20.

Buller said it was just those
five kids bringing their own
cards.

“The first group, they were
looking for somewhere to
play,” Buller said, adding he
was getting his master’s de-
gree at the time and wanted a
break from being an educator.
“They would just battle and
play.”

In addition to having the so-
cialization and fun aspects,
there are other benefits to the
game.

“I figure if they learn the
game—there’s math skills,
critical thinking, strategy and
basic reading,” Buller said.

One reason Buller decided to
take the group on was because
he had some experience in
“Magic the Gathering” in high
school, where he dabbled, he
said.

“Not to the extent that I
wish I could have,” he said. “I
had some friends who were
playing, and it looked kind of
interesting. It was something I
had never seen before.”

What also drew him in was
the artwork on the cards, as
well as the game play.

The students aren’t the only
ones playing, either.

“I will play with the kids,
too,” Buller said. “Sometimes
they’ll beat me, and sometimes
I’ll beat them. I enjoy playing
with the kids very much.”

People playing the game are
Greek gods, as mentioned ear-
lier. The gods fight each other
using mortals for entertain-
ment or battle.

“You usually start off with
20 life points,” Buller said,
adding the card deck can have

anywhere from 50 to 75 cards,
with each person having his or
her own deck.

“You can tailor make a deck
based on what creature you
like, as well,” Buller said.

From there, when explain-
ing the game, Buller got a bit
technical, saying there are five
colors from which to choose.

“Each color has a variation
of what it’s specialized in,” he
said.

He’s seen as many as two
groups of six playing each
other. However, when there’s a
tournament, there’s only usu-
ally a one-on-one situation.

“Magic the Gathering” is
like a card game, but there’s
strategy, too, Buller said.

“It’s very much like chess—
there’s strategy involved,” he
added.

Each player starts out with
seven cards, and the goal is to
get the other person down to
no life points—in other words,
to kill the other Greek god.

Buller said he’s heard of
tournaments where first-place
winners get thousands of dol-
lars. In addition, there are
some high-dollar cards out
there. For instance, there’s
one card out there worth
$14,000.

Students who want to start
playing can get a deck for $25
at a store and then get more
cards from there. Game par-
ticipants build their own card
decks, like some are centered
on a theme, such as zombies
or goblins.

“I get a lot of cards from
Game On for free out at the
outlet mall,” Buller said.
“They’re extremely generous
to do that.”

So students also can get
cards from Buller that he
keeps in the room, and kids
can get newer things at Game
On or Wal-Mart, he said.

“So, Game On has been ex-
tremely helpful in helping me
get this started,” Buller said.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Autumn Smith, left, and teacher Daniel Buller, center, share a laugh during a Tues-
day afternoon “Magic the Gathering” tournament, while Isaac May, right, looks
on.

MAGIC
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only work the city would pay
for, according to the Occidental
representatives, would be con-
struction work on South
Kansas Avenue.

“One of the things that got
confusing, as we've done with
other cities and developments,
we're saying we're not asking
the city to hand us a wad of
cash,” Chad Stafford, president
of Occidental told the city.

City Manager Bob Myers
said originally the city was
presented with a plan that
asked the city to pay for infra-
structure for the entire project
up front and then use tax rev-
enue to eventually pay for the
development. At the time, the
issue was a non-starter for the
city.

“We basically said, ‘We can't
afford to do that,’” Myers said. 

Myers said Occidental then
brought forward a single phase
of the project for the city to
evaluate. During that time,
Occidental Management
claimed there were some mis-

communications between the
city, the city's financial counsel
and their group. 

Myers said, in part, that was
due to the city having the un-
derstanding that Occidental
wished for the city to rebate
back the total value of the de-
velopment to the group over
time. 

Members of Occidental Man-
agement said they were speak-
ing to the city commission to
clarify the plans. 

Under the current plans pre-
sented at the meeting, the
company would assume more
of the risk on the arrangement
than originally proposed.
They'd pay for utility mains
and hook ups and receive com-
pensation on the back end of
the project. 

For the first $17.5 million
phase, which would look to
build commercial spaces, infra-
structure costs are estimated
to be $5.9 million.

According to number projec-
tions from Occidental Manage-
ment, which the city will have
to evaluate, over a 10-year pe-
riod the property would gener-
ate $11.58 million in property

and sales tax revenue after
paying back the public infra-
structure developments. 

With Occidental's plans,
they would sell some of the ini-
tial property to help build up
capital to gain bank loans to
continue developing in phases. 

Phase 2 would include office
spaces as $15.85 million devel-
opment. Phase 3 would be a
$23.6 million senior living cen-
ter, and Phase 4 would repre-
sent a $27.819 million
apartment complex. Each de-
velopment would be financed
by the success of the previous
phase or phases. The city and
other taxing entities would
only rebate the infrastructure
developments as they were put
in to service each phase.

Stafford said that the phases
would likely be spread out over
three or so years, making it
possibly more than a decade-
long project. 

Troy Marquis, chief financial
officer for Occidental, said that
they plan on seeing the entire
project through—otherwise
they wouldn't have purchased
77 acres and instead just
seven. Occidental paid $1.3

million for the property. 
Commissioner Leroy Koehn

had a number of questions, in-
cluding if the group could
name similar projects they had
done. The examples Stafford
volunteered were Auburn
Point at 135th and Maple in
Wichita, as well as Bel Point at
37th and Woodlawn in the City
of Bel Aire. 

Stafford said the company
wanted to know what the city
wished to do in regard to the
property. Mayor Barth Hague
said the ball was now in the
city's court to look at and come
to a decision on. 

Myers said that he and staff
will take a new look at the
numbers to see how they affect
the city and if they represent a
good option for Newton.

CITY
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Myers Stafford

“The Fall of the House of
Usher” has meant the contin-
ued rise for the drama depart-
ment at Newton High School.
For the first time in 16 years,
the Newton Drama Depart-
ment has been selected to per-
form a play at the State
Thespian Conference, which
will be held at Century II in Wi-
chita. 

Newton Drama Director
Michael Parker, in his third
year at NHS, said that only

four to five plays are selected
state wide to perform at the
conference, which seeks to
highlight and recognize the
achievement of high school
drama departments. 

“Those shows usually repre-
sent top shows in the state that
year that are screened,” Parker
said. 

He said this fall they submit-
ted a request for evaluation of
“The Fall of the House of
Usher” to the Thespian Confer-
ence, and the play was recom-
mended for the conference by
two judges and then made the
final cut as one of the top rec-
ommendations the conference

received.
Parker said this will be his

third performance for the con-
ference but his first while work-
ing at Newton High School. 

“It just shows that students’
hard work is really beginning
to pay off,” Parker said.
“They're improving and their
abilities, are improving and
their dedication to the depart-
ment.”

He credited students’ hard
work on the play for their selec-
tion for the honor. 

“It's a rare gem of a script
that pushes the actors,” he said.
“Once I looked at who we were
going to have, I thought this

was a good choice. It pushes
them and takes a certain level
of maturity to pull it off. The
students did great.”

Around 30 students are par-
ticipating in the drama depart-
ment and productions this year. 

Parker said the students will
hold a fundraising performance
of “The Fall of the House of
Usher” on Tuesday, Jan. 2, to
raise money for travel costs as
well as to serve as a send off to
state competition. Look for
more details in Newton Now
when they become available.

The next play for the drama
department will be a musical
called “Brigadoon.”

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Newton High School Drama Department receives big honor from state thespian group
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Thursday, Nov. 30
6:30 p.m.—Newton Toastmasters meeting at the

Newton Rec Center
7 p.m.—Bingo at the American Legion
7 p.m.—Make Harvey County meeting at the New-

ton Public Library

Friday, Dec. 1
6:30 p.m.—Jenny and Tyler Christmas stories

fundraiser, Norms Coffee Bar 
7:30 p.m.—Christmas with the Mirari Brass Quin-

tet, Hesston Mennonite Church

Saturday, Dec. 2
10 a.m.—Ten Thousand Villages sale at Prairie Har-

vest
10 a.m—Christmas visit with Santa at the Newton

YMCA
7:30 p.m.—Bethel Philharmonia concert at Memo-

rial Hall

Sunday, Dec. 3
1 p.m.—Ten Thousand Villages sale at Prairie Har-

vest
3 p.m. Newton Treble Clef Club Vespers Service

Trinity Height Methodist

Monday, Dec. 4
4 p.m.—Family Fun Night at Slate Creek Elemen-

tary School
6 p.m.—Athletic Booster Club meeting at Newton

High School
7 p.m.—Square Dance at Grand Central 

Tuesday, Dec. 5
3:30 p.m.—Tech Help at Newton Public Library
6 p.m.—Girls basketball home game against Eisen-

hower
7:30 p.m.—Boys basketball home game against

Eisenhower

Have an event or meeting you’d like to get in
the Community Calendar? Email Adam Strunk
at adam@harveycountynow.com.

Natalie
Heine Pere-
goy of New-
ton passed
away on Sun-
day, Nov. 26,
2017.

Natalie
was born on
March 16,
1927, in Be-
midji, Minn., to the Rev.
Martin and Frederica
Heine. She grew up in Hi-
bbing, Minn., where her
father was the pastor of
Grace Lutheran Church.

Natalie graduated with
an RHD degree from the
University of Minnesota
School of Dentistry in
1948. She practiced in
Austin, Minnesota, Des
Moines, Bethesda, Mary-
land and Denver.

Natalie married Jack
Peregoy on New Year’s
Eve 1949, with her father
officiating.

Due to her husband’s
career, moves became
necessary. They enjoyed
making lifetime friends
and homes in Des
Moines, Louisville,
Bethesda, Maryland and
Denver. Retirement took
them to Rancho
Bernardo, Calif., for 17
years, but family ties
brought them to St. Louis
and a final move to New-
ton.

Natalie enjoyed seeing
the world with her hus-
band. They traveled to all
50 states, Mexico,
Canada and more than
50 overseas countries.
They both greatly enjoyed
snow skiing, which they
had the opportunity to do
in the Austrian Alps, as
well on many North
American mountain
slopes.

Natalie was a spark
plug of civic activity in all
the communities where
she lived. As president of
the Meadow Heights
Women’s Club, she moved
the City of Louisville to
use city funds for a com-
munity library. During
her years in Denver, she
was director of volunteers
for a large area served by

the Denver
Red Cross.
She served as
a Hospice visi-
tation volun-
teer with
several com-
munities, and
she was heav-
ily involved as
a key volun-

teer in all of the churches
in her lifetime.

Her recent activities in-
volved being a member of
the board representing
the residents of the Pres-
byterian Manor senior
community in Newton
and as the director of the
church’s feeding program
for the homeless in New-
ton.

She is survived by her
husband, Jack; brothers,
Paul and Herman Heine;
her son, Spencer
(Rhonda) Peregoy; and
daughter, Kathy (Don)
Beverlin. Their family is
blessed with six grand-
children, Nathan (Jacqui)
Peregoy, Jessica (Joel)
McClenahan, Sarah (An-
drew) Walquist, Anne
(Loren) Kurtz, Matthew
(Rachel) Beverlin, and
Owen Beverlin; and 14
great-grandchildren.

Natalie was preceded
in death by her parents;
sister, Helene; and
brother, Fred.

Memorial services will
be at 3:30 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 2, at the First Pres-
byterian Church in New-
ton. Inurnment will be in
Memorial Park in Council
Bluff, Iowa.

There will be no visita-
tion or viewing.

A memorial has been
established with CASA of
Harvey County and First
Presbyterian Church in
Newton. Contributions
may be sent to Broadway
Colonial Funeral Home,
120 E. Broadway, New-
ton, KS 67114.

Condolences may be
left at www.broadway-
colonialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

NATALIE PEREGOY
Rickey Lee

Johnson, 63,
passed away
at his New-
ton residence
on Sunday,
Nov. 19,
2017.

Rickey was
born on Nov.
27, 1953, in
San Antonio to Jeff and
Mary (Moxley) Johnson.

He attended Texas
schools and volunteered
for the U.S. Army on Nov.
5, 1971, in San Antonio.
He was a Specialist 4 and
was trained as an armor
crewman and served in
Korea. He suffered a dis-
abling injury during his
service and was honor-
ably discharged on Nov.
11, 1977, while stationed
in Fort Carson, Colo.

Rickey lived
to go fishing
and was
known for his
huge heart
and willing-
ness to help
friends and
family.

Rickey loved
his family and

especially enjoyed spend-
ing time with his four
grandchildren: Alexis,
Eli, Katie and Ashley.

Rickey is survived by
his daughter, Erica Mc-
Mullin, and spouse, Josh;
and four grandchildren.
He was preceded in
death by his parents.

There will not be a
service. Petersen Fu-
neral Home in Newton is
in charge of arrange-
ments.

RICKEY LEE JOHNSON

Darlene M. Davis, 81,
died Thursday, Nov. 23,
2017, at Asbury Park in
Newton. She was born
July 29, 1936, in Colby to
Rolland and Agnes (Baal-
man) Davis. Her parents
preceded her in death.

Darlene was a member
of the St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in Newton. She
was a member of the for-
mer D of I and Legion of
Mary, both of the church.
She enjoyed collecting
dolls and stuffed animals.
Until recently, Darlene
was active in the activi-
ties at Asbury Park,
where she made many
friends and was fond of
the staff that cared for
her. 

She is survived by her

brother, Robert “Bob”
Davis of Newton; two
aunts, Betty Vance of Bet-
tendorf, Iowa, and Orvella
Schreiner of Dodge City;
and several nieces and
nephews.

Darlene was preceded
in death by her parents;
three aunts; three uncles;
one brother, Gerald Davis;
and an infant sibling. 

Funeral Mass was Nov.
28 at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, with the Rev.
Nicholas Voelker. Burial
was in the Sacred Heart
Cemetery in Colby.

Memorials are sug-
gested to the St. Mary’s
Catholic Church or Good
Shepherd Hospice in care
of Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton.

DARLENE DAVIS

HOW TO RUN AN OBITUARY
Obituaries in Newton Now are free as long as

they fit our newspaper style. We see a death in
our community as a news item that people care
about in Newton and North Newton. 

If you have an obituary that should run in New-
ton Now please send it to:  
wendy@harveycountynow.com.

Newton 
Nov. 27
Arrests:
Dustin Wedgewood, 34, Kansas

City, Kan., warrant, 1800 Blk
Severance

Jesse Hoppock, 30, Wichita,
warrant, 100 Blk W Elm St.

Josh Moyer, 31, Wichita, war-
rant, 100 Blk W Elm St.

Courtnie Ochs, 25, Garden City,
warrant, 100 Blk W Elm St.

Robert Findley, 31, Peabody,
warrant, 100 Blk E Eighth St. 

Criminal Calls:
Domestic Disturbance, 1300

Blk W Sixth St
Burglary, 900 Blk E First St
Domestic disturbance, Roanoke

Court

Nov. 25
Arrests:
Sasha Slifer, 31, Wichita, pos-

session of stimulant, warrant,
800 Blk E Ninth St

Criminal calls:
Criminal damage, 500 Blk W

Third St
Drug violation, 5000 Blk N

High St
Motor Vehicle Theft, 1000 Blk

Trinity Drive

Nov. 24
Arrests:
Justin Pilgrim, 38, Newton,

warrant, Seventh and Walnut
Jerald Howe 57, Wichita, DUI,

1400 Blk Old Main St
Allan Gibbens, 36, Newton, do-

mestic battery, 600 Blk W
Eleventh St

Criminal Calls:
Larceny, 1700 Blk S Kansas
Other offenses, 600 Blk Medical

Center Drive
Criminal damage, 100 Blk E

10th St

Nov. 23
Arrests:
Thomas Realbird, 28, Newton,

interference with law enforce-
ment officer, address not listed. 

Criminal Calls:
Domestic disturbance, 200 Blk

W 10th St.
Offenses against family, 600

Blk W 11th St

Larceny, 200 Blk E Ninth St

Nov. 22
Arrests:
Ashley Lutchka, 23, Wichita,

driving with invalid license, 100
Blk SW Third St

Jesus Quezada, 26, Wichita,
warrant, Mile Marker 22 I-135

Criminal Calls:
Assault/Battery, 1700 Blk S

Kansas Ave
Fraud, 1000 Blk N Payton Ave
Aggravated assault, 800 Blk N

Main St Newton
Assault/Battery, 700 Blk W

12th St

Nov. 21
Arrests:
Macario Holguin, 40, Newton,

warrant, 100 Blk E Eighth St
Anthony Velazco, 18, Newton,

criminal damage to property, 300
Blk SW Sixth St

Criminal call:
Domestic disturbance, 700 Blk

W 12th St

Nov. 20
Arrests:
Zachary Kaufman, 22, Newton,

criminal trespass, 600 Blk S
Kansas Court

Angela Trant, 36, Wichita, pos-
session of narcotic, warrant, 200
Blk S Plum

Kyle Brown, 33, Whitewater,
warrant, 100 Blk E Sixth St

Cliftin Rosin, 28, Newton, war-
rant, 100 Blk W Eighth St

Robert Findly, 31, Peabody,
warrant, 100 Blk E Eighth St

Criminal Call:
Assault and battery, 200 Blk

Meadowbrook Dr.

Nov. 19 
Arrests:
Billy Johnson, 53, driving with

invalid license, 6700 Blk Se 36th
St

Angela Johnson, 48, Newton,
warrant, 600 Blk SE 36th St

Christopher Mook, 46, Newton,
aggravated domestic battery,
1000 Blk N Payton 

Criminal Calls:
Liquor violation, 700 Blk W

12th St

Larceny, 1200 Blk Washington
Rd

Criminal damage, 200 Blk E
Ninth St

Nov. 18
Arrests:
Patience Salas, 19, San Anto-

nio, possession of marijuana, 500
Blk Heather Lane

Quintin Titus, Newton, crimi-
nal trespass, 500 Blk Heather
Lane

Criminal Calls:
Assist Hesston Police Depart-

ment
Burglary, residential, 400 Blk S

Duncan St

Nov. 17
Arrests:
Aurora Salamone, 27, Florence,

endangering a child, failure to
yield to emergency vehicle, unsafe
turning and stopping, 1700 Blk S
Kansas 

Linda Bourland, 57, Newton,
warrant, 100 Blk E Sixth St

Perry Thomas, 51, Hesston,
warrant, 800 Blk N Main St

Derick Duncan, 31, Newton ,
probation violation, 100 Blk E
Sixth St

Destiny Kinsey, 26, probation
violation, 700 Blk N High St

Criminal Calls:
Traffic accident, 1700 Blk N

Main St
Domestic disturbance, 400 Blk

S Kansas Ave
Drug violation, marijuana, 200

Blk McLain St. 
Larceny, 900 Blk N High St
Larceny, 300 Blk E 9th St

North Newton
Nov. 26
Criminal call:
Responded to report of dam-

aged stolen vehicle

Nov 24
Arrest:
Hunter Miller, 22, Newton,

DUI, 100 Blk NW 36th St

Nov. 20
Arrest:
Benjamin Scofield, 27, posses-

sion of narcotics, Interstate 135
MM 31

COURTESY PHOTO
Mirari Brass Quintet will perform at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 1, at Hes-
ston College.

HBPA to present Christmas
with Mirari Brass Quintet
HESSTON—Bringing a

spirit of innovation to the
world of brass repertoire,
the Mirari Brass Quintet
will perform Christmas
with Mirari Brass Quintet
as part of the Hesston-
Bethel Performing Arts
season lineup at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 1, on the Hes-
ston College campus in
the Hesston Mennonite
Church sanctuary.

Now in its seventh sea-
son, the Mirari Brass
Quintet is made up of
Alex Noppe and Matthew
Vangjel on trumpets,
Jessie Thoman on horn,
Sarah Paradis on trom-
bone, and Stephanie Frye
on tuba.

The music of the quin-
tet spans many centuries
and genres. Christmas
with Mirari Brass Quintet
will feature Christmas-
centric music with several
traditional carols.

The Mirari Brass Quin-
tet has added nearly two
dozen works to the brass
quintet repertoire since
2009, with group mem-
bers also contributing a
number of arrangements
and original compositions.
Mirari Brass has per-
formed extensively across
the United States.

Thanks to a grant from

the Kansas Creative Arts
Industries Commission, in
addition to the public con-
cert, the quintet will also
offer educational outreach
with area elementary
school students and col-
lege students.

Reserved seating and
general admission tickets
for Mirari Brass Quintet
are available at hesston-
bethel.org or by calling
620-327-8105. Single tick-
ets are for sale in the Hes-
ston College Bookstore
and at Bethel College’s
Thresher Shop in Schultz
Student Center during
regular business hours.
Reserved seating is $27
(adults and senior citi-
zens), and general admis-
sion seating ranges from
$18-$23 dollars with dis-
counts for students and
senior citizens.

The Hesston-Bethel
Performing Arts series is
a collaborative effort of
Hesston College and
Bethel College, presenting
five performances by
world-renowned or region-
ally acclaimed artists
each year.

HBPA is funded in part
by the cities of Hesston
and North Newton, Excel
Industries and Hustler
Turf Equipment, the Na-
tional Endowment for the
Arts and area patrons.

FOR NEWTON NOW

Bunting Magnetics company earns honors
DUBOIS, Pa.—Magnet Applications Inc., a provider of

compression bonded magnets, injection molded magnets
and magnetic assemblies to the automotive, medical, de-
fense and aerospace industries, announced that Addi-
tively Printed High Performance Magnets were
recognized at the 55th Annual R&D Conference on
Nov.16-17 in Orlando, Fla. 

Magnet Applications Inc., a Bunting Magnetics com-
pany, manufactured the starting composite pellets of the
Additive Printed High Performance Magnets with 65
volume percent isotropic NdFeB powder and 35 percent
polyamide nylon-12 binder. The 3D printing was per-
formed at the Manufacturing Demonstration Facility at
Oak Ridge National Laboratory with the Big Area Addi-
tive Manufacturing System (BAAM). 

—For Newton Now
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Want to see your stuff in 
Newton Now?

We're looking for a few freelancers
to beef up our community coverage. 

A good applicant should...

• Have an interest in the community and the 

ability to snap a few photos.

• Cover some news & occasionally attend community events.

• An ability to pitch news stories would also be appreciated!

News background a plus, but not necessary. 

Compensation rates negotiable.

For more info contact 316-281-7899 
or email Adam@harveycountynow.com

Part-Time Administrative Assistant 
Needed at Newspaper Headquarters

A Quick Summary 
Newton Now, the leading local newspaper, is looking for a part-time Adminis-
trative Assistant at our quirky office in downtown Newton, KS. 

The Role
Our office is not the typical corporate office environment. Humor, hard-work
and excellent customer service skills are required. Reporting to the “Marketing
Dude,” this role is responsible for general office management and anything
and everything else that comes across your desk. Main responsibilities include
customer service via phone and in-person, mail, office supplies, office organ-
ization and entry level administrative tasks. This position is vital to our office.
You will be considered our office bad-ass and all around go-to person to get
things done. We are looking for someone with a sunny disposition, quick wit
and the willingness to go above and beyond. 

Your office hours will be 10:00am - 4:00pm, with an hour lunch, for a total of
25 hours per week. We are flexible and often have more hours available to you
if desired. Pay will be based on experience, benefits not included.

Software and Knowledge
Exceptional customer service skills and the ability to communicate clearly and
professionally are required. Basic computer skills are needed, we can teach
you a lot on the job. Your organizational skills are a key to our success. You
will wear a variety of different hats in this role, so the ability to transition from
one crazy task to the next is imperative. No two days in the office will be the
same....trust us, we love to mix things up!

Why work here?
We are a fun group to work with and we take local news seriously. We try to
be a great community partner and are always striving for the best. Being flex-
ible and a team player are musts for our culture. We have a small staff of em-
ployees but we all have big personalities. We are a sociable office and have an
appreciation for the not-so-boring. 

If this job opportunity sounds like your kind of crazy, please send
your resume and cover letter to shannin@harveycountynow.com

for consideration.

Classified Deadline Mondays at Noon

in Florence is accepting 

applications for a

clerk/cashier.

Health Insurance
401-K

Vacation

Apply in person 
at Hwy. 50

Florence, KS

The Morris County Sheriff’s Department is 
accepting applications for a 

FULL TIME DISPATCHER
Applicant must be at least 18 years of age, have a high school
diploma or GED and must be able to pass a criminal history

background check and have a valid Drivers License
Applications and job description may be picked up 

at the Sheriff’s Office. EOE
Applications will be accepted until position is filled.

Salem Home currently
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash
PH: 620-947-2272

Or obtain an application at:
Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

FT C.N.A. Day shift

PT C.N.A.  Evening shift

PT Med Aide 
Evening Shift

CITY OF HERINGTON 
DEPUTY CITY CLERK

POSITION OPENING
The City of Herington is looking for a qualified applicant with
1-3 years of similar or related experience having knowledge of

accounting and bookkeeping, computers, office procedures,
maintains accuracy, performs multiple tasks, read and interpret
reports, billing statements, written instructions, strong public

relation, organizational, oral and written communication 
skills are required.  After employment, employee is expected 

to have acquired the necessary information and skills to 
perform the job reasonably well within 6 months to a year.  

Applications and job description maybe be obtained 
at the Herington City Office, 17 North Broadway, 

Herington or via 
www.cityofherington.com> Your Government> Job Openings

Wage is DOQ 
EOE

If you are looking for a good
position, and a way to avoid
much of the travel commute
to larger cities, you may want

to give us a quick call.

We need workers with 
previous mfg. experience. 
We provide a competitive

wage, quarterly merit bonus,
benefits, great people to work

with, and a much-desired,
quality product. 

If you are dependable, have 
a good work ethic, and 
can follow instructions, 
we want to talk to you.

Call Don at 620-345-8330 
for appt. for interview.

WANTED - 
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS

The City of Hillsboro, Kansas 
seeks a qualified individual for Public Works 
Maintenance Worker/Street Department

Apply:  Send resumes and applications marked “PW
Maintenance Worker/Street Department” to:  City Clerk,

City of Hillsboro, 118 E. Grand, Hillsboro, Kansas
67063 by Friday, December 15, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  

Call 620-947-3162 for an application and job description
or go to http://www.cityofhillsboro.net/application-for-

employment.html.  EOE

Great Plains Federal
Credit Union

is accepting applications
for a full-time teller 
position. Qualified 

applicants should possess
previous customer service

and cash handling 
experience. Organization,

attention to detail and 
accuracy required. 
Apply in person at 

Great Plains Federal 
Credit Union, 110 West D,
Hillsboro, KS 67063. EOE

Member NCUA

At 
Diversicare of
Council Grove
we are looking for team

members who enjoy 
taking care of  people. 
We have a full time 

position available for a
CNA on 2-10 pm

shift.
Check out our new starting
wages and shift differential. 

If  interested apply at
www.dvcr.com 

For questions, all Becky 
Johnson, RN, DON @ 
620-767-5172. We are an

EOE/drug free workplace.

Food Service 
Coordinator Position
USD 410 Hillsboro is accept-

ing applications for the 
position of Food

Service Coordinator. 

This person will supervise
and coordinate the district’s

food service program serving
PreK-12 students in two

buildings.  Bachelor’s 
degree with 

experience in food 
preparation/kitchen 

management preferred. 
Ability to use computers, 

organize and maintain 
accurate records a must. 

Individual needs working
knowledge of safe food 

handling procedures and
food service regulations. 

The position begins January
2018. It is a full-time, 
school-year position. 
Health insurance and 

retirement benefits provided.  
Position also includes paid

sick and personal leave.  

Applications are available on
our website at

www.usd410.net or at our
Central Office, located at 416
S. Date Street.  For questions,
please call Carla Harmon at

(620) 947-3184 or email:
Carla.Harmon@usd410.net
Position open until filled.

E.O.E.  

Substitutes Needed 
at USD 410

Are you looking for a great
way to earn income?  
USD 410 is accepting 

application for the following
substitute positions:

Food Service Substitutes
Work with trained staff in
meal preparation, serving
and cleaning of the facility.

Training in Food Service Ba-
sics provided.

Transportation Substitutes
Transport regular route stu-
dents to and from school or
activities route students to

events and games.  Training
for CDL provided. 

Applications available online
at our website

www.usd410.net or contact
Carla Harmon at 620-947-
3184 ext. 3 to apply.  E.O.E.

The City of Marion is
accepting applications

for a

Trash Truck 
Operator

Must have or willing
to obtain a Class B

Commercial Drivers
License. 

Applications available
at City Hall, 

208 E. Santa Fe or at
www.marionks.net

EOE.

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN) and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)have
purchased some of the following classifieds. Determining the value of the service or
product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-
vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals,
directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order
selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstances should you send
money in advance or give the client your checking account, license ID, or credit card
numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and
note that if a credit repair company does business only over the phone it is illegal to
request any money before delivering its services. All funds are based in US dollars.
Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.

Independence, Respect and
Dignity since 1899

Bethesda Home in 
Goessel, KS currently has 
opens for CNAs and
Licensed Nurses

Should you desire to help fulfill
our mission, as a Christian 
Community, dedicated to 

providing the highest quality of
care, please apply online at: 

www.bethesdahome.org. 

We are an EOE employer, 
offering a competitive salary and

benefit package.

Position Available 
at USD 410

Custodian Wanted: 
Hillsboro USD 410 is seeking a
person to serve as a custodian

at HMHS. This person is 
responsible to help keep 

classrooms, offices, hallways,
restrooms, lunchroom and
buildings in clean orderly 

condition. Duties are to sweep,
mop, vacuum, clean, dust, and 

remove trash and other 
duties as assigned. 

This is a part-time school-year
position up to 30 hours per

week. Health insurance benefit,
personal and sick leave, paid

holidays, and retirement 
benefit provided.  

Application deadline 
December 7.

To apply, contact 
Carla Harmon, USD 410 Cen-
tral Office, 416 S. Date Street,

620-947-3184 or 
Carla.Harmon@usd410.net

EOE

Attention 
TCT Cooperative 

Members!
TCT is seeking qualified 

candidates for the Board of
Directors to represent 

Districts 1, 2 & 3. Qualified
applicants must be an active
member of the Cooperative in

good standing and should
possess business, finance and

budgeting skills, be able to
work as a team member 

by listening thoughtfully to
other’s ideas and suggestions,

and have time to commit to
board meetings, planning 

sessions and special events.
Candidates should also have

an understanding of the needs
of their community.

For more information, or to
apply online, please go to

www.tctelco.net
and click on the board 

application information icon.
Deadline to apply is 
January 12th, 2018.

1 Employment
Handy Man. Full or part-time. BNR 316-
283-4920 or 316-772-3695. 45-4tp

Kennel Tech needed.  Position requires
thorough care of animals and facility in a
physically demanding, fast-paced work
environment.  Typically 6AM to late morn-
ing, weekends and holidays required.  Ap-
ply at Caring Hands Humane Society,
1400 SE 3rd St or online www.caring-
handshs.org. 48-2tc
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Garage Sale
Garage Sale! 507 N. Lincoln, Marion. Sat-
urday, December 2nd, 8am-5pm. In house:
Furniture and antiques. In Shop: AC, plumb-
ing, bicycle, camping, tools, etc. 47-2tp

2 Auctions

3 Announcements

Community Info

3 Announcements

4 For Sale

Firewood
Firewood For Sale! $95 a pickup load, will
deliver. Call Rick at 620-382-5744. 44-5tp

Log Splitter
For Sale! Huskee 22 Ton Log Splitter 675
Series, 190cc Briggs & Straton Engine.
Price $900. Call Evenings or Leave a Mes-
sage 620-877-7232. 48-1tp

5 Services

Childcare
Now Enrolling! First Steps to Success In
home Childcare in Hillsboro has opening
for all ages of children. Call 620-504-8432.
46-3tc

6 Real Estate

For Sale
Real Estate Office and Rentals BNR 316-
283-4920 or 316-772-3695. 45-4tp

House For Sale! 92 Lakeshore Dr., Marion
County Lake. Close to Marion Reservoir. 4
bedrooms, 3 bath (1 w/ jazzuci tub), Open
floor plan: kitchen, dining and living room.
2 car oversized attached garage. Full size
finished basement. Plenty of storage plus
the best view of the Lake!!! See Zillow for
pictures!!! Call 316-804-4232 or 620-323-
0093 for appointment. 48-2tp

7 For Rent

Apartments/Homes
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

211 S. Lincoln 4 bedroom, 1 bath house.
Kitchen appliances furnished. No smoking.
No pets. $675/mo  620-877-7887. 40-tfn

Bedroom South Breeze. BNR 316-283-
4920 or 772-3695. 45-4tp

1 bedroom apartment in Hillsboro. No
smoking, no pets, 620-382-7696. 46-2tc

Cute 2 bedroom North Newton Home 316-
284-4202. 47-2tc

House for Rent: In Newton three bedroom,

2 baths, kitchen appliances, partial finished

basement. Newly decorated. No Pets, no

smoking, Rent $775, Deposit $775. 316-

284-3890. 46-3tp

2 BR Townhouse Hesston 316-284-4202.

47-2tc

House four rent, North Newton. Four Bed-

room, three bathrooms and kitchen appli-

ances. Fireplace. No pets/no spoking.

$950 dollars a month. $950 deposit. Call

316-284-3890. 48-3tp

For Rent: 2 bedroom house, central heat

& air with appliances, located in Hillsboro.

620-245-1648. 48-2tc

7 For Rent

Apartments/Homes

2 Bedroom Senior
Apartment

Call 620-947-2272

• Must be 55 years old 
or older

* NO Maintenance fees
* Utilities Included

• Lowest priced Satellite in town
• 24 hour emergency 

maintenance and management
services

• Located across from the 
Hospital

• Small pets welcome
• Income guidelines apply

Apply Mon-Th • 10 am-3 pm  

Clean, spacious 1 bdrm
apartments with a quiet 
patio entrance to your 

1 level apartment.

GOLDEN AGE
HOMES

has immediate openings for:

201 E. Helen St.
Herington

785-258-2510

7 For Rent

Apartments/Homes

For Sale

40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers

$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon Ks.

20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call 785

655 9430 or go online to Chuckhenry.com

for pricing, availability & Freight esti-

mates.Misc.

Financial
Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS or
State in back taxes?  Our firm works to re-
duce the tax bill or zero it out completely
FAST. Call now 866-758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions ac-
cepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-
268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or As-

bestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your

family may be entitled to a substantial fi-

nancial award. We can help you get cash

quick! Call 24/7: 855-510-4274

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks

to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-

gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA ap-

proved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind pay-

ing your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan

Modification? Is the bank threatening fore-

closure? CALL Homeowner’s Relief Line

now for Help!  855-401-4513

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS KCAN CLASSIFIEDS



Athletic Director Tony
Hoops announced the ap-
pointment of James Mc-
Cartney to Interim Head
Coach of the Bethel foot-
ball program. McCartney
has served as the defensive
line coach of the Threshers
for the past three seasons,
and also works on campus
as an admissions coun-
selor. 

The search for an official
appointment to the head
coaching post is on-going,

following the resignation of
Morris Lolar as head coach
of the program after a one-
win season. 

A release from Bethel
stated that the new head
coach will come from out-
side of the program.

"Coach McCartney is ex-
tremely invested into
Bethel College Football,
having been a player as
well as a coach,” Hoops
said. “I am very pleased to
have him serve as interim
head coach during this
transition, while also serv-

ing on the search commit-
tee to select the next
leader of Bethel College
Football. His knowledge
and experience will be ex-
tremely beneficial within
this process."

McCartney, along with
others in the Bethel ad-
ministration, will serve on
the search committee.

James McCartney
served on Lolar's staff the
last three seasons as the
defensive line coach. He
has previous experience at
Bethel as a member of the

football team from 2006-
2009. He finished his ca-
reer with 16 sacks, and
54.5 tackles for loss. He
capped off his senior sea-
son by being named KCAC
Defensive Player of the
Year, as well as being
named an AFCA First-
Team All-American.

Hockey fans are about
as sparse as hockey ven-
ues in Newton, but that
hasn’t stopped two broth-
ers from turning the sport
into both a passion and se-
rious pursuit.

Brothers Brian Wedel, a
senior at Newton High
School, and Anthony, a
freshman, have played
competitive hockey for the
past six years, for the Jun-
ior Wichita Thunder at
the Wichita Ice Center.
Through those seasons,
they have competed in
tournaments and league,
across a large swath of the
Midwest.

“We’ve gone to
Arkansas, Colorado, Okla-
homa, Nebraska, Texas,
Missouri, and a little bit of
Iowa,” Brian Wedel re-
calls. “Probably the fur-
thest we’ve traveled would
be either Dallas or
Arkansas.”

As they follow their pur-
suit they get one question
regularly: Why hockey?

“I used to play basket-
ball a lot and one year.
when I was like 9 or 10, I
got cut from a team,”
Brian said. “It really im-
pacted me, like maybe I
should not play basketball
anymore. [Then], I had a
really defining moment
[when] one day I was
watching a hockey game
on TV. I wondered if I
could do that. So I asked
my parents if there was a
place we could try and all
the sudden I was learning
to skate. And, within
months, I was learning to
play hockey within the
next year.”

As for Anthony, having
a big brother involved the
sport certainly helped de-
fine his interest.

“I actually decided to
play hockey because my
brother was doing it,” he
says. “I thought it was
cool; it was unique, and I
decided to follow in his
footsteps.”

The Wedels live out
their hockey dreams,
which begin every August
and go through February,
with the hope of one day
playing at the college
level. As of today, there
are 74 Division III hockey
programs, and 60 Division
I programs. Several Divi-
sion II and III schools play
up to provide more compe-
tition. 

Hockey has been a time-
consuming sport for the
Wedels and their family. 

It’s put hundreds of
miles on the family auto-
mobile, and Brian credits
the support of his parents,
Amy and Mike, for helping
him along. 

That means helping him
through a difficult trip
and loss in a champi-
onship tournament last
year or just encouraging
him to put in the work
hockey demands. 

“When things were re-
ally tough they were like,
‘You’re gonna be fine; you
can do this,’” Brian said.
“When I thought I wasn’t
going to be able to skate
or be able to play [in the
early days of playing],
they told me that ‘you
could do it if you try hard

enough.’”
Anthony credits other

sources for helping him
along on the ice, including
Wichita Thunder players
who worked with the
team. 

“Matt Summers [and]
Ian Lowe really told me I
could do it, and they
helped me get better as I
came to be who I am
today,” Anthony said.

The brothers believe
their abilities and motiva-
tion will provide the edge
each needs to reach the

collegiate level. Together,
with their family and sup-
port structures, they hope
to one day find success on
the rink, even if it takes
some driving to find a
place to play. 

“I love how much dedi-
cation it takes to play,”
Brian states as his
brother nods in agree-
ment. “You have to put
time into it and you have
to try to get to where you
want to be. That’s when
you will finally be success-
ful.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Wedel brothers turn hockey into passion, pursuit

KEN KNEPPER/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
Brian Wedel (54) squares up with players from the Kansas City Saints in
Wichita Junior Thunder action.

KEN KNEPPER/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
Junior Thunder player Anthony Wedel lines up defensively against a Tri-City Storm player.

BY BRETT KNEPPER
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

FOR NEWTON NOW

Bethel names interim football coach James McCartney

A number of Newton
Football players received
all league honors this week
for the Division II Ark Val-
ley Chisholm Trail League. 

Brett Ashcraft earned a

first team spot as an offen-
sive lineman, Cyle
Gautschi as a defensive
lineman and Warren Dietz
as a defensive back. 

Cailen Valdez earned
second team honors as a
special teams player, along

with Christian Malcom at
defensive end and Matt
Seirer and Ryan Watkins
at linebacker.

Colton Davis earned an
honorable mention at quar-
terback, as did punter
Brian Cusick.

Newton football players earn all-league honors
FOR NEWTON NOW

KEN KNEPPER/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
Awaiting his coach's signal, Brian Wedel prepares to check in against the Kansas City Saints.

Eleven band students
from Chisholm Middle
School were selected to
participate in the 2017
Pioneer League North
Division Honors Band.
This event was Nov. 11 at
McPherson High School,
and included students
from CMS, Hutchinson,

McPherson, Prairie Hills,
Salina Lakewood, and
Salina South.

Representing CMS
were Alex Barnett (trum-
pet), Kaden Anderson
(percussion), Santiago
Castillo (trumpet), Olivia
Sandoval (flute), Lilly
Senn (clarinet), Taylor
Redington (horn),
Kathryn Burton (tenor
saxophone), Seth Bruey

(clarinet), Katelin Koehn
(flute), Madelynn Hamm
(trombone), and Lauren
Anton (alto saxophone).
Lilly, Madelynn, and
Lauren also participated
in the SCKMEA Middle
School Honor Band in
Andover on November 4.
Their conductor was Dr.
Timothy Shade from Wi-
chita State University.

Chisholm Middle School students earn band honors
FOR NEWTON NOW



When people gather
around the holidays, they
spread cheer, goodwill and
love.

In addition, they also
spread illnesses.

“Viral illnesses are
spread easily in large
groups of people, so we
typically see a seasonal
increase around the holi-
days when family and
friends get together,” said
Pam Kvas, director of
emergency services at
Newton Medical Center.

The emergency room
now is seeing an in-
creased volume of respira-
tory viruses, especially in
older adults and children,
as well as an upswing in
gastroenteritis (stomach
flu), which also is viral.

Kvas recommended peo-
ple visit the Center for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention website at
www.cdc.gov for hand
washing information and
information about staying
home when experiencing
respiratory or GI symp-
toms unless they have
signs of dehydration,
shortness of breath or
mental status changes
(lethargy). The important
treatment is rest and flu-
ids, she said.

“Keeping hands clean
through improved hand
hygiene is one of the most
important steps we can
take to avoid getting sick
and spreading germs to
others,” the CDC website
stated. “Many diseases
and conditions are spread
by not washing hands
with soap and clean, run-
ning water. If clean, run-
ning water is not
accessible, as is common
in many parts of the
world, use soap and avail-
able water. If soap and
water are unavailable,
use an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer that contains at
least 60 percent alcohol to
clean hands.”

Folks should wash
hands, according to the
site:

• Before, during and
after preparing food

• Before eating food
• Before and after car-

ing for someone who is
sick

• Before and after
treating a cut or wound

• After using the toilet
• After changing dia-

pers or cleaning up a child
who has used the toilet

• After blowing your
nose, coughing or sneez-
ing

• After touching an ani-
mal, animal feed or ani-
mal waste

• After handling pet
food or pet treats

• After touching
garbage

The website also gave
directions on how to wash
one's hands:

• “Wet your hands with
clean, running water
(warm or cold), turn off
the tap and apply soap.

• “Lather your hands
by rubbing them together
with the soap. Be sure to
lather the backs of your
hands, between your fin-
gers and under your nails.

• “Scrub your hands for
at least 20 seconds. Need
a timer? Hum the ‘Happy
Birthday’ song from be-
ginning to end twice.

• “Rinse your hands
well under clean, running
water.

• “Dry your hands
using a clean towel or air
dry them.”

The CDC website also
stated hand sanitizers can
remove some germs, but
not all.

“Washing hands with
soap and water is the best
way to reduce the number
of germs on them in most
situations,” the website
stated. “If soap and water
are not available, use an
alcohol-based hand sani-
tizer that contains at
least 60 percent alcohol.
Alcohol-based hand sani-
tizers can quickly reduce
the number of germs on

hands in some situations,
but sanitizers do not elim-
inate all types of germs
and might not remove
harmful chemicals.”

Hand washing can
stave off illnesses, al-
though people are getting
sick now.

“Overall, NMC has seen
mostly respiratory ill-
nesses, but no big trends
thus far,” said Leslie
Helmer with marketing at
Newton Medical Center.
“We have seen two posi-
tive cases of influenza.”
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Special thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:15am Fellowship
11am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel 
A.M.E. Church
711 E. 11th Street

9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship

Hillcrest 
Community Church

-  A Foursquare
Church

431 W. 12th
9:30am Cafe Connect

10:30am Worship

Highland Trinity
United Church 

of Christ
Corner of K-15 & Dutch Ave

9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School

Iglesia Del Nazareno 
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible Church
900 Old Main

9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass

10:30am Sunday Mass
6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship

11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Walton United
Methodist Church

201 Blaine Street, Walton
9:00am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
www.theyarnstation.com

If you would like to become a
sponsor of the Newton Area

Church Directory, please con-
tact Shannin Rettig at 

shannin@harveycountynow
or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main, Newton

316-284-0636

Respiratory illnesses, stomach flu increase in Newton
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton Medical Center is reporting an upswing in respiratory illnesses and stomach flu, as well as two cases of influenza.

www.harveycountynow.com



An apartment fire on
Thanksgiving caused no
injuries but did evacuate
the residents of the build-
ing on 1220 E Broadway.

Around 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 23, New-
ton Fire and EMS re-
sponded to a report of a
fire at the Broadway
Apartments.

Captain Chris Anderson
said responders found an
apartment with flames
coming through the win-
dow and door upon ar-
rival.

Within 15 minutes,
crews had it under con-
trol. Anderson said the
Fire and EMS then let
residents back into the
building.

The fire displaced the
resident of the burnt
apartment. Three tenants
in the apartments below
the fire had to spend a
night outside the building
due to smoke concerns.
Arrangements were made
for the residents by the
Red Cross, as well as by

apartment owner Jason
Mitchell.

Mitchell estimated
damage at between
$50,000 and $100,000.

The fire totaled the

apartment it started in
and caused smoke dam-
age to another nearby
apartment. The heat also
broke a number of win-
dows on the nearby apart-

ments.
Anderson did not know

the cause of the fire and
said that the department
is investigating.
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“Bump” up your rate once 
with this special certificate.  

Visit hcu.coop/bump.

BUMP CERTIFICATE RATES AS HIGH AS

2.22%
APY*

Bump Up
Your Savings

TM

Hutchinson | Haven | Newton | Wichita | 800.428.8472 | www.hcu.coop/bump

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA. Limited time offer, membership required, *Annual percentage Yield (APY), penalty for 

Visit www.hcu.coop/bump 
or call 800.428.8472 to open 
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Newton decides to settle lawsuit with Pilot International

The Newton City Com-
mission approved settling
a lawsuit with Pilot In-
ternational Inc. regard-
ing back paid rent as well
as damage that the group
claims its aircraft suf-
fered at the Newton City
County Airport. 

According to a city
memo presented at Tues-
day's commission meet-
ing, Pilot International
was a former hanger ten-
ant who, in August of
2016, sued the city in dis-
trict court, alleging that
in 2015, city employees
negligently moved an air-
craft, causing $2,305 in

repair costs and a de-
crease of $75,000 in the
aircraft’s value. 

The city filed a counter
claim, requesting past
rent and fuel charges
from the company, which
amounted to $13,996.86.

In the proposed agree-
ment, the city and the
Pilot lawsuit will both be
dismissed. The city will
pay $15,000 to Pilot In-
ternational, and the or-
ganization will pay
$9,500 to the city. 

The city would also pay
for a $2,500 deductible to
its insurance carrier,
something it would have
made regardless of the
approval of the agree-
ment. 

The agreement pre-
vents the city from taking

further
legal ac-
tion
against
Pilot. 

With the
settle-
ment, nei-
ther party
admits
fault.

In other news, Betty
Lanzrath of Grand Cen-
tral Senior Center gave
an update on a business
plan for Grand Central.

She said that it's an
important part of the
community and a low cost
source of programming
for Newton residents.

She said the group’s
programming helps sen-
iors, such as through
Friendship Meals, which

provides nutritious food
and socialization in an
environment where the
elderly can spend time
playing games.

She said the senior cen-
ter also directs retirees to
volunteering opportuni-
ties. Lanzrath also pre-
sented the commission
with a detailed financial
plan for the center, which
the commission re-
quested. 

During the commis-
sioner comment period,
Glen Davis said he felt it
was unnecessary that the
city commission made the
senior center provide the
commission with a finan-
cial plan when it doesn't
require other organiza-
tions give them financial
plans that they fund.  

Lanzrath also said that
there's a possibility that
the center will be able to
begin replacing the heat-
ing and cooling system at
the senior center, thanks
to a donation from an in-
dividual in the commu-
nity. The HVAC system
for the senior center has
long presented an issue
for them, as it needs to be
replaced. 

ETC.
• The city commission

approved an appointment
of Libby Albers to a term
on the Historic Preserva-
tion Committee for a
term ending in 2020.

• The city commission
recognized a variety of or-
ganizations, including
Newton High School's fall

sports team state quali-
fies and participants,
Santa Fe Teacher Megan
Nagel for being named a
Kansas Teacher of the
Year finalist and Newton
Medical Center for its
various awards and
achievements in excel-
lence. 

• The city changed a
right of way ordinance
that basically requires
more notification from
companies such as Wes-
tar Energy when plan-
ning and working in city
right of ways.

• Lynne Vigil came and
thanked the City of New-
ton for the work that the
Newton Fire Department
did responding to a fire
in a Sedgwick salvage
yard.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Davis

No one injured in Thanksgiving apartment fire
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
This is what was left of the kitchen following the apartment fire.

Last weekend, over 50
volunteers walked the
Dyck Arboretum in Hes-
ston lighting over 900 can-
dles and stringing lights in
preparation for the semi-
annual Luminary Walk.  

“This year our grounds
manager, Katie Schmidt,
came up with some cre-
ative new ideas with the
lighting, including a white
disco ball, strobe light in
the amphitheater, swans
on the pond, and a tunnel
house,” said arboretum of-
fice manager Janelle Flory
Schrock.  

This Friday and Satur-
day the luminary will once
again be open from 5:30 to
8 p.m. 

This year, visitors of all
ages will be able to enjoy a
night on the prairie, said
Flory Schrock. 

“We are very excited to
be able to offer a Family
Night on Saturday, Dec. 2.
Children will admitted for
free when they are accom-
panied by a paying adult,”

she said. 
Entertainment for the

evening will include a per-
formance by Angle Feet
Dance Studio and the
Newton Community Chil-
dren’s Choir on Friday at 7
p.m.

“We also are excited
about our programming,
which included an excel-
lent presentation from
children's author and
Ethiopia Reads founder,
Jane Kurtz,” said Flory
Schrock. 

The first weekend in the
books, Flory Schrock said
the lack of Hesston College
Thanksgiving activities
had an effect on atten-
dance. 

“So far, we are pleased
with the attendance—we
had about 700 people come
through the Luminary
Walk last weekend. We
had good numbers, though
not as high as we pre-
dicted, given the gorgeous
weather. 

“We also realize that,
with Hesston College stu-
dents and families out of

town for Thanksgiving for
the first time in decades,
perhaps lower numbers
were to be expected,” she
said. 

With another luminary
weekend Friday and Sat-
urday, Flory Schrock en-
couraged Hesstonians of
all ages to come and see
the lit grounds. 

“We hope that members
of our local communities
will continue to see this
event as a Thanksgiving
tradition, unique to Hes-
ston,” she said. 

Proceeds from the event
are put toward maintain-
ing the arboretum grounds
and educational program-
ming. 

“Right on the heels of
the Luminary Walk, we
have the next Prairie Win-
dow Concert Series show
on Sunday, Dec. 3, at 4
p.m., with the Honey Dew-
drops. Also coming up in
early 2018 is our Winter
Lecture Series and Native
Plant School gardening
classes,” Flory Schrock
said. 

Arboretum luminaries provide
glowing light on the prairie

HESSTON RECORD
The leaf house is currently home to a creche.

Fifty volunteers light more than 900 candles
FOR NEWTON NOW

COURTESY PHOTO
This shows one of the apartment’s windows damaged by fire. The apart-
ment is on East Broadway in Newton.



NORTH NEWTON—
The Bethel College Acad-
emy of Performing Arts
(BCAPA) will host its fifth
Bal-A-Vis-X training on
the Bethel campus, Friday
through Sunday, Jan. 12
through 14.

Bal-A-Vis-X, from Bal-
ance/Auditory/Vision Exer-
cises, comprises a series of
about 300 simple exercises
that enable “the whole
mind-body system to expe-
rience the symmetrical
flow of a pendulum,” ac-
cording to Bal-A-Vis-X ma-
terial.

Bal-A-Vis-X is for educa-
tors, parents, health pro-
fessionals, and anyone
interested in healing the
mind through the body.
Some studies have shown
Bal-A-Vis-X to help chil-
dren with Attention Deficit
Hyperactive Disorder
(ADHD).

More information about
Bal-A-Vis-X can be found
at www.bal-a-vis-x.com.

Bill Hubert, who taught

in the Wichita school sys-
tem for 30 years, developed
Bal-A-Vis-X. Over more
than 20 years, he has
trained teachers, occupa-
tional and physical thera-
pists, speech/language
pathologists, counselors,
nurses, parents and many
others in the method.

Hubert is the instructor
for the 20-hour BCAPA-
sponsored Bal-A-Vis-X
training in foundation, in-
termediate and adaptive
exercises. The training will
be in Memorial Hall on the
Bethel campus.

The final registration
deadline is Monday, Jan. 8,
and the cost is $180.

Also, when groups of
three or more register to-
gether, they pay only $170
per person up to the Jan. 8
deadline.

The fee covers snacks
and water during breaks
over the three days of
training, along with some
printed materials.

There aren’t many
places in the United States
where you can experience

this kind of training at
such a low cost, said
Carmina Suter of Newton,
who is organizing and coor-
dinating the training on
behalf of BCAPA.

The January training at
Bethel is approved for 24
contact hours applicable to
RN, LPN and LMHT re-li-
censure, under the Kansas
State Board of Nursing
and conforms to the contin-
uing education standards
for any health professional
licensed by the Kansas
Board of Healing Arts and
the Kansas Behavioral Sci-
ences Regulatory Board.

Wichita (USD 259) edu-
cators can apply for points
through the district, while
those from Newton (USD
373) should contact an ad-
ministrator for more infor-
mation. Midway Motors of
Newton is sponsoring five
USD 373 teachers for the
training.

For more information or
to register for the training
at Bethel on Jan. 12-14,
write to BCAPA at 300 E.
27th Street, North New-

ton, KS, 67117, e-mail
bavxtraining.newton@gma
il.com or call 316-288-9188.

NORTH NEWTON—
Christmas with a
Caribbean flavor comes to
Bethel College, when the
two steel drum bands
present their first-ever
seasonal concert.

The student band and
the faculty-staff-commu-
nity band will both play
at 7 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 3,
in Memorial Hall. The
concert is free and open to
the public, with a freewill
offering taken.

Steel Paradise is the
for-fun band made up of
Bethel staff and faculty
members and a few com-
munity friends. Band
leader Brad Shores
started the group last
year.

The Bethel College

Steel Drum Band is in its
second year. Like Steel
Paradise, the band has
more players this year
than last, which Shores
says is a mixed blessing.

Having a larger group
makes it difficult to find a
time for everyone to get
together to practice, a
problem Shores has
solved with individual les-
sons.

“I will meet with as
many kids as I can get
[together], maybe five or
six, and I will then meet
individually with other
students, which is kind of
a unique situation,” he
said.

This leads to a number
of the student musicians
not playing with the
whole group until almost
concert time. However, ac-

cording to freshman
Laura Tran, North New-
ton, this just adds to the
excitement of playing in
the band.

“I look forward to our
concert, because it will be
my first one with the
band,” she said, “and also
it is the only time we are
all together as a band.”

She added, “I enjoy
being in the steel drum
band because it is a
unique instrument and
sound. Also, Brad is a
great teacher.”

Director Shores invited
“everyone to come out and
see the students and the
adults and how much
progress they have made
after only one semester.”

Steel Paradise will play
“Jolly Old St. Nick,” “The
Steel Drummer Boy”

(based on “The Little
Drummer Boy” by Davis,
Onorati and Simeone),
“Guantanamera,” “Jingle
Bells,” and two pieces by
Shores, “Urban Spice”
and “Blue Samba.”

Steel Paradise person-
nel are: lead pan, Kaylyn
Rhodes, Julian Liby,
Denise Krase, Denise
Woelk and Cindy Combs;
double seconds, Michelle
Sheriff, Erica Nance and
Jennifer Horn; double gui-
tars, Jennifer Chappell
Deckert, Donalyn Manion
and Joseph Gogus; triple
guitar, Patsy Dirksen;
bass, Shirley Dietzel; and
drum set, Brad Shores.

The Bethel College
Steel Drum Band will
play a selection from the
following: “Jingle Bell
Rock” (Bobby Helms ver-

sion), “Do You Hear What
I Hear?” (Josh Wilson ver-
sion), “It's Beginning to
Look a Lot Like Christ-
mas” by Meredith Wilson,
“The Lord Bless You and
Keep You” by Peter
Lutkin, and “Carol of the
Funk” (based on “Carol of
the Bells”), arranged by
Shores.

Steel Drum Band per-
sonnel are: lead pan,
Brendan Ostlund, Mount
Hope, Elizabeth Tran,
North Newton, Marieke
van Bergeijk, Hesston,
and Alayna Wallace,
McPherson; double sec-
onds, Kendrick Weaver,

Hesston, Lauren
Nehrbass, Parsons, and
Anna Lubbers, Peabody;
double guitars, Laura
Tran, North Newton,
Samantha Koch, Conway
Springs, and MacKenzi
Eisenbraun, Shawnee;
and bass, Abby Phillips,
Maple Hill, and Callie
Ross, Overland Park.
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This year's scholars' bowl team generating a buzz

The Newton scholars'
bowl team has a shot at
making state this year. 

That's at least the opin-
ion of coach Brian Skinner,
in his third year at New-
ton High School.

He said he has 32 kids
out for the activity this
year, including four sen-
iors who help make up
Newton's top team. 

“We're returning a
strong team,” Skinner
said. “We've had better re-
sults than last year.”

That year, the team
barely missed out on a
state berth.

This year so far, Newton
scholars' bowlers have at-
tended 13 meets, made it
to the finals in eight,
placed third twice and
placed first once at the
Salina Central varsity
meet.

Skinner said helping the
team along is experience. 

“Eric Brown, Lauren
Mitchell, Eli Boese, Khalil
Kumar, those are our top
four they're all seniors,”
Skinner said. “They are all
trying really hard right
now.”

For those not familiar
with the activity, students
compete by buzzing in and
answering questions re-
lated to subjects of math,

science, fine arts, litera-
ture, as well as questions
about current events. The
activity requires a good
amount of knowledge, as
well as timing and strat-
egy to know just when to
hit the button to buzz in. 

While most sports in
Kansas have students
compete against schools
their size, scholars’ bowl is
different. The season is
long and made up of vari-
ous invitationals that pit
Newton against schools as
small as Goessel and as
big as Wichita East. 

In the Salina Central
meet, which the Newton
team won, they managed
to beat out traditional
power houses such as Wi-
chita East, which has its
team fueled by its Interna-
tional Baccalaureate pro-
gram and Bishop Carroll.

Skinner said he and as-
sistant coach Adam
Williams keep extensive
stats on the players and
rotate which players they
take to meets. 

“We're pretty science
heavy,” Skinner said. “Eli
[Boese] and Lauren
[Mitchell] are strong in
science. Khalil [Kumar] is
just good at everything.
He has random knowledge
of so many topics. Eric
Brown is consistent across
the board—fine arts, year
in review, math.”

With experienced play-
ers, Skinner said he tries

to rotate newer players to
get a feel for chemistry,
combinations and to sea-
son the underclassmen. 

“We have strong fresh-
men and sophomores,” he
said. “The freshman class
helps fill in the gaps.”

Skinner said this year's
program is one of the
larger Newton has had in
a while and one of the
biggest in the state. 

He plans to send the
team to 25 meets this
year. The meets run be-
tween $30 to $70 for the
team to participate in. 

Some of those costs are
offset by Newton hosting a
tournament Thursday,
Dec. 7, at the high school
with 24 teams. Still, invi-
tational hosts have to buy
medals and trophies for
the winners, and Skinner

said this year the team
had to buy a new set of
buzzers, which cost about
$300. 

The rest of the costs are
offset by the Newton
scholars’ bowl team selling
food in the concession
stands. Skinner said the
high school activity fund
does help offset travel
costs. 

As the season continues,

Skinner will keep narrow-
ing down his teams and
rotations with the hope of
putting the best team up
for regional competition.

“I will be really disap-
pointed if we don't make it
to state,” Skinner said.
“Returning every regional
member from last year’s
regional team. Those five
were all juniors, and
they're all back.”

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
The NHS Scholars' Bowl team posses after winning the Salina Central Varsity meet. From left to right is Mykala Sprague, Lauren Mitchell, Eli
Boese, coach Brian Skinner, Creighton LaRose, Erik Brown, and Khalil Kumar (all students are seniors).

Christmas goes Caribbean with Bethel steel drum holiday concert on Dec. 3
FOR NEWTON NOW

Bethel will host fifth training to promote ‘mind-body symmetry’
FOR NEWTON NOW

NORTH NEWTON—
Bethel College will pres-
ent Christmas Gala Jazz

at 8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 8, in
Krehbiel Auditorium in
the Luyken Fine Arts

Center at Bethel College
in North Newton. 

—For Newton Now

Bethel College Jazz Concert coming up


