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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Kyle Baymiller gets chemo treatments at Central Care Cancer Center in Newton every three weeks. He's already
had five and might have to have several more.

Since 2010, Harvey County
growth in sales tax revenues has
been pretty consistent. Revenues
grew each year up until 2015.
Twenty out of 24 quarters saw
growth on collections. 

Harvey County did its part to
climb out of the recession, as did
everywhere else. One cent of sales
tax went from the collection of

$4.04 million in the county in
2010 to $4.75 million in 2015, rep-
resenting a 17.5 percent growth in
collections. 

That growth in turn represented
a growth in county retail and buy-
ing power as sales tax is charged
on just about everything someone
purchases. Higher sales tax rev-
enues means there's more money
being spent at businesses. It also
means more money is available to
local governments. 

But in the last year and a half,
that consistent growth has stag-
nated a bit. 

Last year, the county saw its

Revenues for
sales tax down

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See TAX / 8

BAYMILLER'S CANCER JOURNEY INCLUDES MUCH TREATMENT

Editor’s note: This is the second in a se-
ries of articles following Newton resident
Kyle Baymiller’s journey with cancer. This
article deals with Baymiller’s treatment in
its various forms.

4:11 a.m. The red numbers on the clock
in his bedroom glow through the quiet
darkness; the only sounds at this pre-
dawn hour are an occasional cricket out-
side the window, the reassuring, rhythmic
breathing of his wife asleep next to him
and their dog Rosie stirring nearby.

4:12 a.m. Numbers still glowing. Shut-
ting his eyes doesn’t help. He’s learned he
can’t force himself to sleep if his body has
other ideas.

4:13 a.m. The numbers change slowly in
the darkness. He tosses. He turns. He lies
there restfully with his eyes closed.

4:14 a.m. Nothing helps. Might as well
quit fighting it, get up and go about doing
some things. His chemo treatment is
keeping him awake.

About the first week after Kyle
Baymiller, who has diffuse large-B cell
lymphoma (non-Hodgkins), gets a chemo
treatment, he has trouble staying asleep.
That’s probably because of the Prednisone
used in his chemo cocktail for the type of
cancer he has. The Prednisone helps boost
his immune system because the other
medications in chemo lower his white
blood cell count, which, in turn, lowers
immunity. It also can make a person very
energetic.

“I can only sleep about two hours, and

Green tea and chemo

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See CHEMO / 8

� Stagnation for county points
to larger regional problems.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Mark “Lucky” Rodriguez, right, works on customer Roland Wedel's hair, while Jesus Mag-
ana cuts another customer's hair at Lucks Barber Shop in downtown Newton. 

Five seems to be a “lucky” num-
ber for Mark “Lucky” Rodriguez,
as he has five people in his family,
five is the number of years he's
been open, and five also is the
number of years his newly hired
barber, Jesus Magana, has lived in
the area.

Rodriguez, a single father of
four ranging in ages from 4 to 16,
wanted to come back to his home-
town several years ago.

“Five years ago, I still lived in
Wichita and just had a vision of
opening my own barbershop in the
town I grew up in,” he said, sitting

in one of the chairs in Lucks Bar-
ber Shop at 704 N. Main St. in
Newton. “When I first opened the
shop, it was real tough.”

Rodriguez plans to change the
name of the business to Lucky's
Barber Shop within a few months.

He said his only advertising was
word of mouth and his haircuts
speaking for themselves.

The now 34-year-old said he
started cutting hair when he was
15, buying some clippers at Wal-
Mart.

“It wasn't professional, but I
knew it was something I was
meant to do,” the 2001 Newton
High School graduate said. “Even
if I was rich, I'd still be cutting

Rodriguez celebrates five-year
anniversary of barbershop

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See LUCK / 8

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton Police Department’s Levi Minkevitch drives his patrol vehicle on July 31 in
Newton. 

Before Newton Police Department
Officer Levi Minkevitch heads to his
patrol car to begin his 12-hour night
shift, he has to make a quick stop in
the office of a detective friend of his.

“Unfortunately for him, I have a
key to this office,” Minkevitch says. 

With a straight and sober face,
Minkevitch cuts a piece of scotch
tape and puts it over the button in
the cradle of phone in the office so
when the phone is picked up, there
will be no dial tone. 

It is one moment of levity before
another moment so serious it is at
first unclear if it is a joke. In the car,
there is an AR-15 and a shotgun
locked in place. Minkevitch tells me
the most important thing I need to
know about how the inside of a pa-
trol vehicle works: how to unlock the
guns. If he gets shot during this
ride-along, I am to return fire.

“I assume you have shot an AR-
15?” Minkevitch says.

I smile nervously back at him,
thinking, “These wacky cops are al-
ways joking around…I hope.”

“Yeah, I have,” I said.

Catch and release: Officer Minkevitch 
angles for big fish during ride-along

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See CATCH / 13
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Brawl attracts
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We have some
friends who al-
ways throw a

great Christmas party,
complete with a White
Elephant gift exchange,
lots of yummy snacks
and tons of socializing.

This year, they’re going
to be out of town when
the party is normally
scheduled, so rather than
trying to encroach later
into the busy holiday sea-
son, they decided to have
it early—to round out the
month of July.

So we recently found
ourselves in the same
Christmas-light deco-
rated home with the
same wonderful people
opening gifts in red and
green wrapping paper
while wearing shorts and
flip flops.

I almost wore my
Christmas sweater, but I
decided that was commit-
ting way too much to the
joke, and I would regret
it pretty quickly, since we
were going to be spend-
ing time outdoors.

I did, though, immedi-

ately look through holi-
day recipes I’ve been
meaning to try and was
excited to whip up a
batch of gingerbread
fudge much sooner than
December.

I’m of the opinion that
cinnamon, nutmeg and
cloves should be used all
year, but they seem to be
mostly reserved for the
winter months. I was
glad to buck the trend
and enjoy the flavors in
the middle of the Kansas
summer.

This recipe comes from
the blog “Spend with
Pennies.” You can find
the original at
http://www.spendwith-
pennies.com/gingerbread-
fudge/. I dumped a lot of
extra spices into my ver-
sion. Why not? It’s pre-
tend Christmas, after all.

Gingerbread Fudge
Ingredients
3 cups white chocolate

chips
14 ounces sweetened

condensed milk
1/4 cup molasses

1 tablespoon butter
2 teaspoons vanilla
2 teaspoons ground

ginger
2 teaspoons cinnamon
1 teaspoon nutmeg
1 teaspoon all spice
1 teaspoon cloves
Directions
Prepare an eight-by-

eight-inch pan by lining
it with aluminum foil and
spraying with cooking
spray.

Combine the chocolate

chips, condensed milk,
molasses and butter in a
pan over medium heat,
stirring often until every-
thing is melted and well

combined.
Stir in the vanilla and

spices.
Pour the mixture into

the prepared pan. Let it
cool on the countertop
until the fudge is com-
pletely set up. (I let mine
cool until I was comfort-
able popping it into the
fridge to speed this
process up.)

When the fudge is set,
remove it from the pan
and cut into one-inch
pieces.

Store in an airtight
container. The fudge will
be fine at room tempera-
ture, but if it’s a bit
warm in the house, you
might want to keep it in
the fridge so it stays
firm.

We had a great time
with friends, and Joey
now has a funny Santa
hat to don once December
comes around, thanks to
the gift exchange.

And the fudge was ab-
solutely delicious. It al-
most made me wish for
Christmas to come
sooner, but I think I’ll
enjoy the sun and
warmth for a few more
months. I can pull out
the cinnamon any time.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now

and is a Bethel College
graduate. She also is

managing editor of The
Clarion in Andale, a sis-
ter newspaper of Newton

Now.
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Brawl starts with dancing, ends with most of county's law enforcement

A large crowd, alcohol
and a fight involving one
dozen people drew 10 law
enforcement units from
across the county to the
200 Block of Elm in New-
ton at an event venue
known as Hunter's Land-
ing.

According to police re-
ports, a party was under-
way at that property
around 10 p.m. Saturday
night when a fight broke
out at a birthday party. 

The reports state one
woman grew jealous of a
boyfriend dancing with
another woman, so she
struck her boyfriend.

“Following her hitting
her boyfriend, a fight en-
sued,” Newton Police Lt.
Scott Powell said. “It
ended up being a big
fight.”

Powell said, according

to witness reports, people
started taking sides, and
up to 10 people were
eventually involved in
the brawl.

Five Newton Police

Units, two Hesston units,
one sheriff's deputy, one
North Newton police offi-
cer and one Kansas
Highway Patrol officer
responded to the scene. 

“By the time our guys
got there, a lot of those
involved had already
left,” Powell said. 

Sgt. Jason Thompson
estimated the crowd’s

size to be between 40 and
50 people. 

“When officers arrived,
they were met with some
not cooperative people,”
he said. “We arrested the
initial main aggressor.
There were three people
arrested.”

Newton Police arrested
Leeanna Bessent, Mau-
rice Gomez and Michael
Vela at the location.

Bessent was arrested
on charges of battery and
interference with a law
enforcement officer. 

Gomez was charged

with pos-
session
of mari-
juana,
posses-
sion of
para-
pherna-
lia, and
interfer-

ence with
a law en-

forcement officer. 
Vela was arrested on

charges of interference
with a law enforcement
officer. During the arrest
Vela received a cut on his
head and was hit with a
taser twice.

Vela's injuries were
checked out by EMS
services and he declined
treatment.

Powell said two juve-
niles were also cuffed as
police worked to assess
the situation but were
not arrested.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
These are just some of the many members of law enforcement who showed up for the Saturday night brawl
at Plum and West 11th streets.

Vela Bessent Gomez

Be a smart cookie and make gingerbread fudge

JOEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Gingerbread fudge features the same spices as the cookies, no rolling
or cookie cutter needed.



NORTH NEWTON—
This month’s bird walk
sponsored by Kauffman
Museum will be Saturday,
Aug. 5.

Participants should
meet at 7 a.m. in the mu-
seum parking lot on the
Bethel College campus at
the corner of Main and
27th streets in North
Newton.

Birders need to be able
to navigate a mile to a
mile-and-a-half of mostly
wood-chip trail and un-
paved road. Terrain is
sometimes steep.

Experienced birders
Gregg Friesen and Rod
Wedel will lead this
month’s walk, through

Chisholm Park and on
Sand Creek Trail. It will
take 1 to 1.5 hours and
cover approximately 1.5
miles.

The bird walks happen
the first Saturday morn-
ing of most months, and

everyone is welcome. 
For help locating

Kauffman Museum, see
www.bethelks.edu/why-
bethel/location/campus-
map/ or the Kauffman
Museum Facebook page.

Just like Mary and
Joseph wanting to keep
their baby Jesus warm
and protected by wrapping
him in swaddling clothes,
so, too, do the people of the
United Methodist Church
Kansas West Conference
for patients with newborns
at GraceMed in Wichita.

GraceMed is a health
ministry of that church,
and its four locations pro-
vide many services on a
sliding scale. They also ac-
cept Medicare, Medicaid,
Healthwave and commer-
cial insurance plans. It’s a
clinic for the uninsured
and underinsured.

United Methodist
churches in Newton and at
least one in Hesston have
provided many blankets
for newborns at
GraceMed, anything from
pieced quilts, comforters,
tied quilts, and knitted
and crocheted blankets for
little ones to feel safe with.

Members of the
GraceMed Guild, as well
as others, make and/or
gather these quilts, as well
as helping with other
GraceMed needs.

“We do things to help
the clinic to have funds for
the things that are
needed,” guild member
Rose Roberts with Salem
United Methodist Church
said, adding they helped
them get equipment for
their vision program.
“They were telling us how
many babies were being
born.”

They said new mothers
often didn’t have anything
new to give their babies.
Sometimes, things would
be handed down or maybe
used second hand.

“We felt each newborn
should have something of
their own,” Roberts said.
“So that’s why we decided
to give a blanket to each
newborn child.”

Roberts said she put the
word out to United
Methodist Women about
the need.

“So many of the
churches responded by do-
nating blankets,” she said.

Initially, people sent
blankets to Roberts, but
there were so many, she

asked folks to bring them
directly to GraceMed.
“Every church in Newton
has contributed,” and
some in Wichita.

This is Hesston United
Methodist Church’s third
year in doing this. First
United Methodist Church
in Newton also has con-
tributed. In fact, one mem-
ber, Elizabeth Reber, has
made 75 to 100 just her-
self.

One way Methodist
church men help is by do-
nating money, and then
swaddling blankets are
purchased and given to
GraceMed. This is at Hes-
ston United Methodist
Church.

United Methodist
Women make most of the
blankets, and at least one
area church has it as their
mission project, first start-
ing out with the UMW
taking it on and then,
later, the whole church.

Roberts said GraceMed
is a United Methodist mis-
sion through the United
Methodist Church. It
started in 2003, Reber
said, after the new CEO
Dave Sanford took the
helm. From there, it grew
from a small clinic about
to go bankrupt to the nu-
merous locations.

This Sunday, a number
of blankets, which Helen
McClain from the Hesston

church had at Reber’s
house on Monday morn-
ing, will be blessed at the
church and then given to
GraceMed.

GraceMed contacts
Roberts when they need
blankets. She, in turn,
puts the word out, and
they pour in. Then the
new moms can pick out a
blanket for their babies.

In addition to giving the
families blankets, the
guild takes a photo of the
mother and child, puts it
in a frame and gives it to
them to keep.

“Sometimes they don’t
have the money for photo
stuff,” Roberts said.

The Hesston church do-
nates blankets, about 40 to
50 a year, once a year.
Anyone, man or woman,
Methodist or not, can do-
nate blankets, which can
be taken to GraceMed or
to McClain, Reber or
Roberts. One of the blan-
kets McClain had at
Reber’s house Monday was
all cross-stitched, while
another was pieced and
machine quilted. Many of
them were crocheted. In
addition, they’ll take any
size.

“They’re always happy
to accept a donation,”
Roberts said.

She said people can call
her at 316-772-6811 if they
wish to have a blanket

picked up or if they’re in a
small group that’s inter-
ested.

This outreach doesn’t
just help the babies and
their families; it also helps
people doing the work,
such as those who are in
wheelchairs or home-
bound. They can make
these “as part of their per-
sonal mission,” Roberts
said.
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Helping others: Methodists make,
donate blankets to GraceMed

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, United Methodist church women Elizabeth Reber, Helen McClain and Rose Roberts look over some
quilts that will be donated to GraceMed in Wichita. 

ComfortCare Homes announces
additional home

ComfortCare Homes of Harvey County, which pro-
vides dementia care, will build a new home at 1508
Terrace Dr., Newton, to accommodate six more peo-
ple. 

The building will be located next to the Comfort-
Care Home in Newton.

—For Newton Now

Bird walk slated for Saturday, Aug. 5, at Bethel College
FOR NEWTON NOW



Newton Medical Center
(NMC) hired a urology
specialist Philippe Nab-
bout, MD, to the hospital’s
medical staff.

Nabbout attended
Saint-Joseph School of
Medicine in Beirut,
Lebanon, where he re-
ceived his medical degree
in 2006 and earned a
diploma for laproscopic
surgery in 2009.

He com-
pleted his
residency in
urology at
Oklahoma
University
Health Sci-
ence Center,
where he also
completed
fellowship training for en-
dourology and robotic sur-
gery.

Nabbout is a member of
the American Urological

Society and is board-eligi-
ble through the American
Board of Urology.

Nabbout is seeing New-
ton patients on Monday
mornings and Wednesdays
afternoons at Wichita
Urology Group’s Newton
location, located on the
hospital campus at 700
Medical Center Drive,
Suite 101.

Soon eight bike racks
will show up in downtown
Newton and North New-
ton. They're nothing ex-
pensive, costing about
$1,000 total.

They've been purchased
with the leftover funds of
a grant the county health
department received three
years ago. That grant, a
$100,000 Healthy Com-
munity Initiative Grant,
gave Newton a compre-
hensive bike plan along
with the racks. It created
the Healthy Harvey Coali-
tion, putting medical
providers together with
local governments, all
with an interest in health
issues. 

But most importantly,
Lorrie Kessler, director of
the coalition, said, that
first grant created the or-
ganization and infrastruc-
ture to keep building upon
progress by finding other
grants.

This summer, her team
and the health depart-
ment have been awarded
$800,000 in health-related
grants for the county. 

This summer, $800,000
in health-related grants
was awarded into Harvey
County. 

And members of the
Healthy Harvey Coalition
and the County Health
Department hope that
those dollars continue to
add up and make a last-
ing positive outcome for
county residents.

“The ideas with the
grants is so that we can
get little things to add up
to make a big impact on
the health side,” Kessler
said. 

The largest and most
recent grant that's just
been announced on behalf
of the county is a half-mil-
lion-dollar pathways
grant, which will go into
effect August 1 and is pro-
vided by Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Kansas. 

The first $100,000 of
the grant will go toward
staffing and training for
the Healthy Harvey Coali-

tion so the
adminis-
tration of
the grant
can be
planned
and taken
over. The
next
$400,000 will
be available in the form of
individual grants to local
organizations that are
creating programs to
broaden health access to
employees, students, cus-
tomers and community
residents.

That might seem hard
to make sense of. Kessler
said the grant is broad. 

It could mean funding
to a gas station to put in
more refrigerators to
carry fresh produce for a
town without such an op-
tion. 

It might include helping
out a business provide
memberships to a gym for
its members. 

“There's so many possi-
bilities” she said. 

The coalition will work
to look at community
needs and narrow the
focus of the grant onto
specific essentials for the
area. Kessler said that
narrowing will take place
in the months ahead. 

She said the grant is
called a pathways grant
for a reason: it's to build
pathways to healthier be-
haviors or options. 

“The goal is that we're
going to make health be
an easy choice,” Kessler
said. “If you have to de-
cide between paying your
rent and buying vegeta-
bles, it's not an easy
choice.”

Kessler said the path-
ways grant is extremely
competitive, and its quali-
fications change each
year. This year it was
awarded to eight cities
with already existing
health coalitions, some-
thing Harvey County had
in place thanks to the pre-
vious initiatives grant.

Harvey County received
another $250,000 Healthy
Community Initiatives
grant from the Kansas
Department of Health and

Environment to help ad-
dress issues of health in-
equity within Harvey
County. 

What is health in-
equity? Kessler explained
the concept using two
counties, Johnson County
and Wyandotte County.
The counties are neigh-
bors, but Johnson County
has one of the highest
health outcomes in the
state, and Wyandotte has
the lowest. Kessler said
that the populations
might vary but are not
different enough physi-
cally to account genetics
as the differences in some-
thing like their rate of
high blood pressure. 

She said that address-
ing health inequity looks
at the factors that lead to
differences in health out-
comes between popula-
tions. Understanding the
policies and factors that
lead to that inequity al-
lows for initiatives and
changes to be made to ad-
dress those inequities. 

The grant funding will
be administered on behalf
of Circles of Hope, which
is sponsored by Peace
Connections. The grant,
in part, will pay for a com-
munity liaison who will
“convene and mobilize an
advisory team to engage
community partners with
a variety of experiences
related to health equity,”
according to a press re-
lease from Peace Connec-
tions. 

Circles of Hope has pro-
vided weekly meetings for
the past eight years in
Harvey County meant as
a way to help people climb
out of poverty.

The county received two
more grants this summer;
one was a drug free com-
munities grant for
$25,000, and the other
was a chronic disease risk
reduction grant for
$55,000.

Kessler said the drug
free communities grant
will allow Mirror Inc. to
hire on a part time em-
ployee to work with pro-
gramming on preventing
drug use in Harvey
County. The chronic dis-

ease risk reduction grant
can be used for initiatives
like combating tobacco
use within the county. 

Kessler said all the
health grants that have
been received and all the
upcoming health planning
sessions and initiatives
are something that affects
everyone in Harvey
County and something
people should participate
in if they can. 

“People need to realize
this is a community effort
and everyone in the com-
munity is part of the ef-
fort,” she said. “We're
looking at changing sys-
tems and changing what
the environment looks
like and needs to get
heard.”
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Healthy amounts: $800,000 of health
grants come to county this summer

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Kessler

Urology specialist Philippe Nabbout joins Newton Medical Center medical staff

FOR NEWTON NOW

Nabbout

Presbyterian Manor earns zero-deficiency rating
Newton Presbyterian

Manor earned a zero-defi-
ciency survey for both its
assisted living and health-
care centers from the
Kansas Department for
Aging and Disability Serv-
ices following its annual
inspection in July.

Each year, senior living
communities are surveyed
by their licensing agency
for compliance of regula-
tions established by
the Kansas Department
for Aging and Disability
Services.

—For Newton Now



Harvey County Clerk
Rick Piepho provided the
county with a first look at
a whopper of a ballot that
Newton voters will see in
November.

The ballot holds two
lengthy provisions, one
being a vote to allow the
county to sell Camp Hawk
and one to approve an up-
coming bond issue by the
Newton School District. 

The Camp Hawk ques-
tion simply asks “Shall the
following resolution be-
come effective” and then
prints the entire resolu-
tion, which would put
Camp Hawk up for sale. At

the bottom, it includes two
bubbles, yes or no.

Marking yes would allow
the county to put the park
up for sale. Marking no
would prevent the county
from doing so. 

On the school district
side, the ballot question is
slightly shorter. It asks if
“The following should be
adopted” and then outlines
a $61,295,000 bond to ren-
ovate Newton High School,
construct renovations and
additions to the elemen-
tary schools in the district,
add additional space, a
storm shelter and security
upgrades to Walton and
make renovations to Santa
Fe and Chisholm Middle
School, and update envi-
ronments for a sixth
through eighth grade

teaching format. 
Outside of heating, vent-

ing and air conditioning for
the high school, a storm
shelter and bringing the
building into compliance
with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, the lan-
guage in the vote doesn't
spell out specific renova-
tions, additions or remod-

els at the high school. 
A yes vote would ap-

prove the bond, and a no
vote would deny the bond. 

If voters want a chance
to read the questions for
themselves, they can visit
harveycountynow.com,
where we have this story
and a picture of the ballot
posted.
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614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

Patrick Charlsen

Family Owned, Locally Operated, Customer Valued

800-279-8207 / 316-804-4946
ww.charlseninsurance.com

Sunday, August 6, 2:00 to 4:00, August 6, 2:00 to 4:00yy,da

Hale's Sales and Service
804 SE 125th N
Sedgwick, Ks 67135

Ph# 316.772.5853
Fax 316.772.0043

www.halessalesandservice.com

Hale's Sales as Sales and Servicea
804 S

ww .halessalesandserwww

Fax 316.772.0043
Ph# 316.772.5853

Sedgwick, Ks 67135
804 SE 125th N

.comviceandser

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114

If you can
DREAM IT,
We can 
BUILD IT! 1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114BUILD IT!
We can 

DREAM IT,
If you can

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114

Relaxation is calling...
Rebekah Liggett

Swedish Massage
Pole Dance Fitness 

& Sensual Movement

REBEKAHJLIGGETT@GMAIL.COM

We service ALL brands of air conditioners and 
heat pumps to keep you cool this summer! 
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Hi. I’m Fluffy!  Good name, as I am a fluffy
little kitten, just ready

for love and a nice
lap to curl up in. 

Please let me come 
come with you.

Cats and dogs
like me need

homes.

Open 
7 days a week.
M, W, Th, F, Sat 

10am-5pm.
Tue 10am-6:30pm.

Sun. 1-5pm.
Paid for by the: Jim & Barb Stucky Endowment
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Greg Hanson is a per-
son who wants to have
and spread as much fun
as he can. On Saturday,
Aug. 19, people will have
a chance to catch some of
that fun while helping out
Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Harvey County at the
Cardboard Regatta on
Sand Creek.

The concept is simple:
contestants will have an
hour and a half to build a
boat that will float the
team, using two pool noo-
dles and cardboard.

“I think Sand Creek is
under-utilized, and we
need to use it more in
town for events,” Hanson
said. “I thought it would
be really cool to do this on
Sand Creek, and while we
are doing it, I wanted to
partner with Newton Now
and B&B Lumber, be-
cause we can easily afford
the supplies and find a
good benefactor for the
funds.”

While the concept is
simple enough, the possi-
bilities from there are
endless. Prizes will be
given away for not only
the boat that finishes in
the fastest time but for
the best design, best team
concept and the most
spectacular sinking.

“With four different
awards, it is going to be a
good time,” Hanson said.
“If you are going to be a
disaster, you want to be
the most spectacular
sinking disaster ever.”

The event will work be-
side the Duck Derby that
Big Brothers Big Sisters
is putting on at Sand
Creek. People can adopt a
rubber duck to be placed
in the creek. Prizes will

be awarded to the people
whose ducks cross the fin-
ish line first.

“As we are building,
they are launching the
ducks and doing their
part,” Hanson said. “And
when that is done, we will
be having a parade and
launching the boats. So it
is just one smooth, inter-
active event.”

Bringing fun events to
Newton is something
Hanson loves doing. After
diabetes led to a kidney
and a pancreas trans-
plant two years ago, Han-
son started to see life
through a completely dif-
ferent lens. He wanted to
enjoy it as much as he
could and share that en-
joyment with friends and
friends he hasn’t met yet.

“I like seeing people
smile, seeing people laugh
and have a good time be-
cause of what I have been
through medical history-
wise with double trans-

plants,” Hanson said.
“You have got to love life;
you have got to smile and
have fun with friends.”

Hanson saw a card-
board regatta event at the
Riverfest in Wichita and
thought it would be a
good way to use an under-
utilized Sand Creek. It
was fun for participants
and spectators alike.

One of the things that
was appealing about hav-
ing a cardboard regatta in
Newton was the way the
event created an even
playing field. The team
full of Wichita State engi-
neering students went
straight to the bottom of
the river. It humbles peo-
ple who might be overcon-
fident while eliminating
excuses for people who
might not think they have
the skill set to be success-
ful.

It also makes a specta-
cle fun for spectators,
making it something

everyone can enjoy. Han-
son wants it to be yet an-
other event in Newton
that has strengthened the
community and boosted
town pride.

“I think there is some
good stuff coming to town
and some younger people
getting involved that just
like that community as-
pect of everything,” Han-
son said. “I just like the
creek going through
town. That is a beautiful
place we have in town
that needs to be utilized
more.”

The cost to enter the
Cardboard Regatta is $50
per team. Teams can
have an unlimited
amount of participants.
The team registration
will be at 11 a.m. at the
boat ramp, and the
launch will be at 2 p.m.
Teams interested can
pick up a team packet at
B&B Lumber or Newton
Now.

Cardboard Regatta hopes to raise boatload of cash
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Greg Hanson dips his hand in the water at the Sand Creek boat ramp.

www.harveycountynow.com

Bond issue, Camp Hawk sale on upcoming November election ballot
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

I-135 bridge repair starts July 31 in Harvey County
A bridge patching repair project on the 36th Street

bridge carrying Interstate 135 in Harvey County began
on Monday, July 31. The project is just south of the City
of Newton. Construction will take place during the day,
and northbound traffic will be detoured to First Street,
and southbound traffic will be detoured to Kansas 196
with both routes arriving back to 36th Street. Drivers
should expect delays of less than 15 minutes and plan
extra time in their travel schedules.

The project is scheduled to be completed, weather per-
mitting, on Friday, Aug. 4, and reopen to through traffic.      

—For Newton Now
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Icome to blow away those think
pieces about prolonged adoles-
cence and the blurred line

that demarcates adulthood. You
know when you've hit adulthood?
When you worry that you look
like a creep in a swimming pool. 

My girlfriend has her broken
leg about rehabbed, and she de-
cided she wanted to get some
kind of exercise. Unfortunately,
right now, the only exercise she
can get is walking around in a
swimming pool. 

So I made my long put off re-
turn with her to the YMCA. My
beer bump had grown back into a
beer gut during my few month ex-
ercise hiatus. I agreed to accom-
pany her and perhaps swim some
laps.

It sounded like a good plan, but
upon both of us stepping out of
the locker room and into the pool
area we saw it: a horde of swim-
ming children. 

Now let me say I'm rarely
around kids and am not at the
point where I want kids. To me,
they're germ vectors that make
loud noises and quick move-
ments—even the ones I'm related
to. The best hope that comes with
them seems to be them aging out
of the germ vector stage into the
stage where they're infinitely
smarter than everyone who's ever
lived before them. 

I remember going to swimming
pools at their age. It was a time of
great joy. You'd make friends, dive
for nickels, horseplay, get yelled
at by the life guards or play
Marco Polo or sharks and min-
nows. Some of my most joyful
memories of childhood involve a
swimming pool. Even as I grew
older into awkward teenager-
dom, I still liked the pool. We'd
sneak in Styrofoam 32-ounce cups

filled mostly with soda and hang
out until our shifts began at Dil-
lons or wherever we worked. We'd
have a day people watching,
pointing out the creepy adults, so
out of place and lurking.

Now, as I took off my shirt, I
only worried for the parents who
would later have to explain to
their children that as some people
age, they grow a layer of fur.

I can grow a beard. But such an
ability comes with consequences. 

So my girlfriend and I, both
balls of neurosis, tried to quickly
get into the pool lest someone on
the walking track recognize us. 

Come to find out, you don't get
in a pool too quickly with a walk-
ing boot. 

A man was there with his two
children. They had questions
about why a person had a thing
on their leg. 

So, naturally, as we are in
Kansas, the man strikes up a con-
versation with my girlfriend
about what's exactly wrong with
her. The pool is loud. She ends up
explaining her ankle three times. 

The man finally nods his head
and leaves. I hear him yell to his
child, “I think she has gout.”

What about the conversation
would lead him to this conclusion,
I have no idea. Perhaps he was a
time traveler who had just disem-

barked from the Santa Fe Trail
and survived diphtheria and
cholera on the way. 

So I, as a wolfman, and my girl-
friend, as a gout-plagued Ben-
jamin Franklin, finally did get
into the pool and quickly huddled
in a corner. 

We had become those creepy
adults I remembered. 

She began to walk back and
forth, and I swam along her side,
stopping every few moments for
another school of children swim-
ming past. Bored with this, we
started looking for some sort of
exercise, grabbing a few floating
basketballs and taking turns
throwing them back and forth as
well as pushing them underwater. 

This behavior, too, apparently
came off as odd, as one of the fish
swimming in a school split off to
question us. “What are you doing
with those basketballs.”

We launched into a long expla-
nation similar to the one we gave
gout dude, but it was lost on the
child. 

I'll be honest here. I really
wanted to leave at this point and
swim laps. There were adults
over there. But as that would
have involved abandoning the
girlfriend and making her feel
even more awkward, I stayed. We
walked back and forth some
more, pruned up and she made
the remark, “Really I could just
do an upper body workout until
my leg's better.”

I told her that sounded like a
plan. So ends our life in the shal-
low end.

Adam Strunk  is the managing
editor at Newotn Now. He can be

reachedat 216-281-7899 or
adam@harveycountynow.com.

Staying out of the shallow end in the future

Columns

Editorials

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

Previous grant keeps
paying off

When my oldest child en-
tered kindergarten, a cou-
ple of co-workers at the

Health Department offered me
some sage advice. 

“Join PTO,” they said. PTO, as
you may know, was short for Par-
ent-Teacher Organization. 

A small but mighty group of 12
or so parents assembled monthly
to fundraise, plan events and gen-
erally provide a supportive net-
work for the teachers.

One of the most popular activi-
ties hosted by Slate Creek PTO
was “Pickles, Pencils and Pop-
corn” on Fridays. Students would
hand over sweaty, grubby quarters
to purchase a treat for the ride or
walk home. Personally, I never un-
derstood the allure of a jumbo dill
pickle. Everyone is different, I
suppose. 

During my six years of service
on PTO and site council from 2003
to 2009, I observed trends of
change, especially in fundraising.

In the beginning, children went
home with glossy catalogs filled
with pictures of trinkets and
wrapping paper. If memory serves,
PTO would net well over $14,000. 

As the years passed, we
watched the revenues fall dramat-
ically. One year, the net proceeds
were roughly half of years past.
PTO chose a new fundraising di-
rection with some success, but
they could not change the lagging
economy of the community sur-
rounding the school. 

Parents, grandparents and
neighbors simply couldn’t afford

expensive wrapping paper.
This decline resulted in budget

restructuring and reorganizing for
PTO programs. But the group al-
ways maintained they should offer
funding for classroom supplies. 

I felt satisfaction in thinking we
provided teachers with the “nice
to have” items. Honestly, I never
gave a second thought to where
teachers would get glue sticks
when the kids used them all by
January.

When I returned to the commu-
nity in 2012, one of my first re-
sponsibilities was to stand in front
of the USD 373 school personnel
representing United Way. 

After stumbling through the
presentation, I left feeling uncer-
tain if I had hit the mark. A text
message popped upon my phone.

“Great job. I want to buy a
shirt,” Heather wrote. 

Heather and I had been neigh-
bors on Sherman Drive for 10
years. Naturally, I quipped in re-
sponse, “Make a donation, and I’ll
give you a shirt.” 

As all great friends do, she held
firm and instead turned it into a
teaching moment by replying, “I’m
already buying so much for my
classroom, I am donating to the
community.” 

As a kindergarten teacher at
Slate Creek, Heather explained
that the PTO funds were not used
for “nice to have” items; they were
used for “must have.” 

But it wasn’t until she told me
she used her own money to pur-
chase socks and underwear for her
students that I really started to
understand. 

Thus, the Classroom Wish List
program was born.

Thanks to Wal-Mart, sponsors
such as First Bank and Midland,
and private donations, last year
we packaged 119 wish lists for ed-
ucators in districts across the
county. 

The items requested are varied.
While dry erase markers are pop-
ular, last year we also purchased
lice shampoo for school nurses and
deer corn for a science classroom. 

And, yes, we purchased socks
and underwear. 

Please consider supporting a
local school by donating at Fill the
Bus or contact me for more op-
tions to become involved. 

By the way, Slate Creek could
use some PTO members. I bet
they would let you help even if
you don’t have a kid in the school. 

Tina Payne is the director of
Harvey County United Way

Underwear, socks, deer food, lice
shampoo, all items that fill the bus

It's hard to see what ends a beginning leads to. 
Some beginnings simply fizzle out. Others become a

cornerstone that multiple story lines sprout out of. 
This week we wanted to highlight some of the efforts

conducted by the health department and members of
the Healthy Harvey Coalition for their work bringing
health initiatives and grant dollars into the county.

If you haven't read the article on the front page, give
it a read. 

The groups are doing good work to benefit the citi-
zens of our county and have landed nearly $800,000 in
grant dollars for programs and initiatives this summer. 

A half million dollars in funding comes from Blue
Cross Blue Shield for our county to look for and pro-
mote ways of making health care and healthy decisions
easier to make and access. There will be a lot of plan-
ning to come with that grant, and eventually county-
wide steps will be made to improve that access,
whether it's something as simple as paying for refriger-
ators in gas stations to provide towns like Burrton
more fresh produce, or complex like helping bolster the
transportation network of Harvey County. 

More money will come in to help look at reasons of
health inequity in Harvey County's populations and
understanding policies that could help those on the low
end of the equity scale. That's fancy language for say-
ing the grant will try to help those in lower economic
situations stay as healthy as those with larger in-
comes. 

Other grants will go toward combating tobacco usage
as well as drug addiction. 

All of these programs will hopefully make small and
positive impacts in the community that will add up to a
big change. That's the hope Lorrie Kessler, coordinator
of the Healthy Harvey Coalition, explained. 

But how did this flurry of grant activity happen?
Kessler said it came out of a grant received a few

years ago from the Kansas Department of Health and
Environment, which provided funding for organiza-
tions like the Healthy Harvey Coalition to form.
Through that organization, Harvey County now has a
food and farm council to promote access to local and
healthy foods. It has a community bike plan, which the
City of Newton has adopted and begun to implement.
And it created a network of local government organiza-
tions, non-profits and health care providers that can
communicate and try to address health issues in the
county. 

That network also enables more organized grant
writing efforts, something that played a role in the re-
cent windfall of grant dollars coming into the county. 

The moral of the story is that not all initiatives and
efforts will be successful. But, on occasion, one does
work, and one grant, for instance, bears fruit and far
more funding and grant dollars in the future.

We hope the current efforts will bear as much fruit
and go to good use in the county. 

We're not always going to get a hit. The key is to
keep swinging and put the ball in play. With this at
bat, Harvey County connected. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board

City of Newton makes right
call in regard to event fees

It might have been messy, but the entire event fees
fiasco represented how government should work.

A few weeks ago, the City of Newton ruled out a
draft of a policy that would have charged much higher
fees on special events. It also set up a time for event
organizers to meet and discuss the changes with the
city.

Event organizers were not happy about those
changes. We reported on the draft as well as the event
organizers’ and the city’s thoughts. Readers and New-
ton residents read about the changes and made their
thoughts known. Though some such opinions were un-
necessarily personal, overall the feedback provided a
good indicator for how many community members felt. 

We on the editorial page weighed in with our opin-
ion, as well, that the policy as it stood would be a neg-
ative for the city to adopt. We asked city leaders in an
editorial to consider that and change the policy. 

The city held a meeting with event organizers,
which saw a packed house at city hall. The city laid
out its reasoning for looking at raising special event
rates, and event organizers and supporters of such
events gave the city feedback on how the policy would
affect them. 

That feedback also pointed to the policy being nega-
tive for the future of events.

All of that feedback made an impression, apparently
causing City Manager Bob Myers to reverse course
with the events policy and resubmit an idea that
would continue to make holding events affordable to
organizers but also give the city the ability to recoup
some costs for private events as well as events that
will require significant city resources. 

The commission, who also received feedback, was
supportive of the plan and seemed to be on board with
being supportive of community events. 

Through the conversation, the community also got
to have a discussion about the value of special events,
something we know now are fairly important. 

So while the whole process took some work on citi-
zens’ parts, city staff's parts, event organizers’ parts,
and our own part, it ended exactly how it should have. 

Citizens got informed and gave their government
feedback. And their government listened.

That responsiveness is a good thing, and all those
involved should be credited for their positive actions.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

BRINGIN’ THE PAYNE

TINA PAYNE
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“Daily routine: Wake up. Be fab-
ulous all day. Go back to bed.”
— ilikeitfunny.com

Sometimes you stumble across
an idea that makes you go
“a-ha!” I did this, and then in

typical fashion, proceeded to beat
it to death.

The idea was a blog post titled,
“Make Your Bed (Plus six other
things you should do every day).”
I’m all for checking things off of
lists, real or virtual, in the name
of starting the day feeling accom-
plished, so this seemed worth
looking into.

The seven things were: make
your bed (because it’s mindless
and takes 30 seconds), floss (obvi-
ous reasons), go outside (vitamin
D), make physical contact (for
happiness), have quiet time (for
sanity), do something fun (for your
emotional state) and be active (for
all the rest of the good things.)

These all seem logical. Simple,
too. And since I already do all of
them some of the time, it would be
that much better if I actually did
every one of them every single
day. And if seven things made a

difference, well, could there be
eight? Could there be more?

Could I, oh, I don’t know… have
the best day of my life every day,
no matter what happens?

Enter blog post No. 2 titled:
“How to have the best day of your
life (no matter what happens.)”

Why not expand it and learn
even more simple habits I could
incorporate into my daily routine
to make life easier. Problem indi-
cator No. 1: It took seven complete
iPad scrolls to get to number 22
(yes, 22) at the bottom of the list.

Here's the rundown: Get up at 5
a.m., say something like “this will
be the best day ever,” give thanks,
eat a piece of fruit, read a daily in-

spiration, meditate, journal, write
a gratitude list, say positive affir-
mations out loud, write out a plan
for the day, sit quietly and visual-
ize for a few minutes, take a walk,
read a chapter in a book, talk to
someone you trust, spend quality
time with someone, show appreci-
ation, exercise, come up with 10
ideas (new ones, every day), floss,
review your day, do nighttime af-
firmations, say thanks again.

Did I mention every day?
This guy is either the most pro-

ductive man alive or a lying liar
who lies.

Instead of giving up, assuming
impossibility, I figured I would dig
deeper and give it one more scroll.
And there was the kicker, an offer
for his 20-page guide to getting
the most out of your day. I guess
reading that manual would be No.
23.

And so, I quietly shut off the
screen. And made my bed.

Shelley Plett is a graphic de-
signer for the Free Press and

Kansas Publishing Ven tures. She
can be reached at

shelley@hillsborofree press.com.

How to have the best day of your life Guest Editorial

Weigh in

If they want to die for us,
thank them,

don’t ban them

It's fair week, and I am looking
forward to ice cream, the 4-H
bake sale, barrel racing, live-

stock 
judging and all the other

unique entries/activities of Har-
vey County. 

The Harvey County Farmers
Market (HCFM) will be at our
regular location, 121 East 6th, 

Saturday, Aug. 5, from 8 a.m.
until noon.

Presently, our vendors at
HCFM have the makings for
some really great “salsa kits.”

Choose your own favorite recipe
or find a recipe on the “net,” visit
HCFM, and acquire your primary
ingredients to complement your
palate and spice rack. 

Then transport, wash, slice,
dice, mix, chill and serve! My fa-
vorite homemade salsa is cucum-
ber salsa.

Or maybe you are inclined for
salad. The options are endless.
Current inventories include
tomatoes, potatoes, cukes, pep-
pers and onions in lots of shapes,
varieties, sizes and colors. I really
like the purple peppers! 

There are too many other veg-
gies to mention, and with a bit of
“insider trading,” there are still
some dwindling supplies of
berries. HCFM also has sweet
corn, cantaloupe and watermelon.

Speaking of melons, last week I
reviewed “line etiquette” and
“’mater squeezing.”  

Melon “thumping” should have
been addressed also.

Yes, there is a proper way to
“thump” a melon. Typically I see
the index finger poke, the flicking
of one finger by loading with the
thumb for extra emphasis, and
“knocking” with a fistful of
knuckles.

According to Steve Jirak, the
“Melon Master of Marion
County,” hold the watermelon
with one arm, similar to holding
a small child for the purpose of
burping. Then “burp” (gently
slap) the melon. A fresh, ripe
melon should have a hollow
sound. In addition, a green, pli-
able stem is also a sign of fresh-
ness. Beware of a melon with a
dry stem!

Steve has an assistant named
Elias, who claims to be “OK at
math.”

Our newest member of HCFM
is Tim Koehn from North Sedg-
wick County on 101st Street. Tim
has a good variety of home grown
produce, with assistance, from
other family members.  Presently,
Tim is a regular vendor at our
Tuesday market, 3 p.m. to 5:30
p.m.

Most of Harvey County got a
good rain a couple of Saturday's
back. Now we would like another!

Norm Oeding is a Harvey
County Farmers Market board

member.

How to melon thump and other wisdom

PARTS OF SPEECH

SHELEY PLETT

PLANTING SOME THOUGHTS

NORM OEDING

Squash bugs are “true bugs,”
which utilize their piercing,
sucking mouthparts to re-

move plant juices. Squash bugs
generally occur on well-established
plants (as opposed to being a pest
of seedling plants).

Squash and pumpkin are typical
targets for this pest. If you plant
them, they will come!

Adult squash bugs move to
plants from various adjacent (and
sometimes within field) protected
overwintering sites. Adult females
deposit brownish-red eggs in clus-
ters on lower leaf surfaces. Newly
emerged nymphs are small and
greenish with black legs.

Studies have shown that (in
Kansas) first generation adults de-
posit eggs for a second generation,
the adults of which overwinter.

The first generation is prolonged,
but start looking for eggs in late
June to early July. The second gen-
eration and remnants of the second
generation will hatch in August.

High squash bug populations can
literally drain plants, causing them
to die and wilt. Reduced yields and
poor quality fruit may result from
squash bug feeding activities.

Recommendations:
Squash varieties resistant to

squash bugs include Butternut,
Royal Acorn, and Sweet Cheese.

Effective control of squash bugs

is contingent upon timely insecti-
cide sprays, coupled with thorough
coverage. Observe plantings for the
presence of adult bugs and scout
fields for egg masses on the under-
sides of leaves starting in late
June. Eggs get darker in color just
before hatching.

Treat when most eggs have
hatched and when nymphs are still
small to medium in size. Placing
pieces of board or shingles on the
ground near the plants concen-
trates these insects in a small area
that is more easily treated. Adult
squash bugs have a hard, protec-
tive shell, which is impervious to
insecticide treatments.

Use high pressure when applying
liquid insecticides to ensure pene-
tration of the dense plant foliage
and thorough coverage to the
nymphs which often are on the un-
dersides of leaves.

Using a duster will also work.
Subsequent treatments are usually
required due to the continual pres-
ence of egg laying squash bugs.

It is especially critical to reduce
the overwintering population of
squash bugs by working the soil
and/or removing foliage and fruit
immediately after harvest. This de-
prives nymphs of the necessary
food source to complete their devel-
opment. Also, recently formed
adults are denied a food source
with which to build up the suffi-
cient amounts of body food reserves
required to see them through win-
ter.

Effectiveness of treatment varied
by the life stage of the insect:

Spinosad (Fertilome Borer, Bag-
worm, Leafminer & Tent Caterpil-
lar Spray; Captain Jack’s Dead Bug
Brew; Monterey Garden Insect
Spray) is very effective on nymphs
but ineffective on adults.

Products with permethrin (nu-
merous trade names) were moder-
ately effective on nymphs but
ineffective on adults. The most ef-
fective products for adults were L-
cyhalothrin (Bonide Beetle Killer)
and cyfluthrin (Bayer Vegetable &
Garden Insect Spray).

Scott Eckert is the Harvey County
Horticulture Extension agent.

It’s time to squash the squash bugs for once

COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT

SCOTT ECKERT

President Trump recently announced a ban of trans-
gender people serving in the military. He did so in an
early morning tweet on July 26, evidently with little or
no notice given to his White House staff or his officials
with the armed services.

The military allows men to serve and women to serve.
If there are individuals who consider themselves to be
somewhere in the middle, yet they have a desire to offer
up their service and would ultimately die defending our
country, why ban them?

This is a different conversation that the debate over
whether or not the military should pay for medical pro-
cedures for gender reassignment or even the more pub-
lic controversy on transgender bathroom use.

You don’t have to agree with someone on social or gen-
der issues to appreciate their desire to serve this great
country.

If a transgender person meets the qualifications of
being a soldier and wants to serve honorably, let them.

If an individual wants to put themselves in harm’s
way so we don’t have to, thank them.

Soldiers are bound by duty, honor and country and
shouldn’t be banned by gender.

Dan Thalmann, publisher of the Washington County
News, Linn-Palmer record.

Thank you to Republicans who helped save health care
Senators Lisa Murkowski, Susan Collins and John

McCain were the three Republicans who, along with the
Democrats, voted to save our health care.

But not our senators. Not Moran, not Roberts. Their
allegiance went elsewhere. McCain felt strongly enough
about this that he returned to vote though he had just
been through surgery that revealed a cancer which is an
imminent death sentence. He is a man with moral con-
viction.

Thank you, John McCain, Lisa Murkowski and Susan
Collins.

Beth Vanatta,
Halstead

Bring our soldiers home
A young man recently passed through Newton on his

bike ride across America to bring awareness to the high
number of veterans who commit suicide each day. 

According to said biker, there are 22 veterans plus one
active duty soldier who end their lives every day. 

One has to ask why? What is so terrible and lastingly
self-destructive in their active duty? Could it possibly be
that what they are doing, ordered to do, is not, in fact,
right, moral or just? 

I offer the affirmative. 
The invasion of Iraq by Bush, was not justifiable in

any way whatsoever. We were invading a country that
had not attacked us, or threatened to do so. And it was
quite obvious before the invitation that there were no
WMB's. Our president, vice president and, after Sec.
Powell resigned, the new secretary of state, all told lies. 

So our soldiers were commanded to destroy and kill a
country and people only trying to defend themselves
from an invading army. 

Would we not do the same if, say Russia, Canada or
Mexico, for instance, were to invade the U.S.? Of course
we would. 

I offer that soldiers, having done their duty in Iraq,
come home and begin to have doubts about what they
did there. 

Some may feel overwhelming guilt at having killed in-
nocent men, women and children. What is doubly con-
fusing for them is that they are told they're doing the
“right” thing for their country and for Iraq. More lies!
No wonder that our poor men and women feel depressed
and guilty. 

The same can be said concerning Afghanistan, Syria,
etc. etc. 

We got Osama Bin Ladin! And because of our inva-
sions in the Middle East, Isis was formed. Yes, we
caused Isis!

So the remedy for this terrible affliction is clear. End
all fighting invasions, killing and destruction. Bring
home all soldiers and equipment. Make it completely
clear that the U.S. is done with meddling in the Middle
East, and give extensive mental help to all soldiers who
have been involved. 

“What about the terrorists?” you cry. Use our soldiers
for what they were intended—to protect our borders,
and every airport, seaport, train and bus station in the
U.S. 

It's not a pleasant or popular belief in this country,
but the U.S. government is responsible for most, if not
all, of the problems in the Middle East, and many other
parts of the world. 

Laurie Hartke, 
Newton 

Say what?

She remem-
bered who
she was, and
the game
changed.

Lalah Deliah
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then I catch about four 45-
minute naps, and then I
give up,” Baymiller said.
“In terms of sleeplessness,
it’s not a real bother. It’s
just annoying to me.”

This happens every
night for about a week
after chemo. The Newton
resident had his fifth
chemo treatment on Tues-
day, July 26, at Central
Care Cancer Center in
Newton, and his oncologist
is Dr. Greg Nanney with
the center.

When he can’t sleep,
Baymiller has some activi-
ties he likes to do.

“Sometimes, I’ll get up
and read, but I avoid the
blue screen stuff,” he said.
“I avoid the computer, the
TV and phone.”

He just finished reading
a book on Kindle, which
has a paper white back-
ground, “The Sixth Extinc-
tion: An Unnatural
History.” He said things on
blue screens can get his
brain to working more
than he’d like, at least at
that hour.

“I’m OK with the paper
white,” he said. “I’ll alter-
nate between fiction, inspi-
rational stuff and
non-fiction.”

Regarding sleeplessness,
he’s grateful about one
thing, he said.

“I guess I’m grateful I’m
able to take the time off
from work, so I don’t feel
pressured to sleep,” he
said. “And my wife’s good
at—she reminds me I look
like I need to take a nap.”

Baymiller said he hasn’t
gotten angry when he can’t
sleep; he just deals with it
and doesn’t fight it. How-
ever, there’s something
else that’s been bothering
him more.

“The worst symptom of
the chemo has been the
heartburn,” he said. “They
gave me the impression
that six treatments is
sometimes enough,” he
said about the number of
chemo treatments while
sitting on his couch at
home with his wife close
by.

The chemo started out
strong, he said, since after
the first treatment, his
three tumors were
knocked down by more
than 50 percent, which
was determined by feel.

“Then you get a CAT
scan after four,” he said.
“And that made it a little
more precise, but they did-
n’t measure it.”

At that time, it looked
like there was 15 percent
more to go.

“So, I’ll probably have to
do three after this No. 5,”
he said, adding if the
chemo doesn’t work, he
might have to get radia-
tion. “The chemo’s been
working.”

During these later
chemo treatments,
Baymiller has had some
challenges, and it’s been
more difficult than in the
beginning.

“I got more nervous the
week before my fourth
treatment because I knew
he’d take a CAT scan a
couple days after that,” he
said. “And then more nerv-
ous after the CAT scan be-
cause I had to wait several
days for the results. When
I learned that I wasn’t so
lucky to have it all gone, I

was disappointed and
grouchy.”

Baymiller is still taking
his medication for chemo
side effects.

“And for me, fatigue’s
the main one, and sleep-
lessness—kind of a wicked
combination,” he said.

Lymphoma is cancer of
the lymph nodes, he said,
adding the lymphatic sys-
tem is nearly as extensive
in the human body as the
circulatory system.

During his chemo,
Baymiller is given five dif-
ferent drugs as part of
treatment for lymphoma,
he said. There are five
hanging bags that go into
his system, and it takes
about four and a half
hours. They contain chemi-
cals such as rituximab
(Rituxan), cyclophos-
phamide, doxorubicin, vin-
cristine and prednisone,
used for treating lym-
phoma. 

These chemicals are
harsh, so harsh that they
would burn and fry veins
if injected intravenously.
So Baymiller has a surgi-
cally installed port in the
upper right side of his
chest. The chemicals drip
directly into the artery

that goes directly into the
heart.

“It typically stays in for
five years,” Baymiller said.

In addition to having
sleeplessness and now
hoarseness, Baymiller
needs to take some pre-
cautions that first week
after the chemo treatment,
like staying away from
sick people and doing ac-
tivities as tolerated.

Chemo isn’t, however,
the only treatment
Baymiller received.

“I’m admitting I just
wanted to throw anything
at it that would help me,”
Baymiller said about his
cancer.

That involves less con-
ventional practices. 

One of those things was
Reiki, an ancient Japanese
healing art. To get a treat-
ment, he saw Newton resi-
dent Karen Hopkins.
Baymiller said he had ex-
perienced Reiki, which
uses a light touch, with
physical therapy in the
past, and it helped his
back. It was offered at the
physical therapy location,
so it was more main-
stream than he thought.

For the treatment, he

was on a massage table,
and before Hopkins
started, Baymiller said
Hopkins said she was
going to be a conduit for
energy that’s everywhere,
so he’d be healing himself
with his own energy.

He hadn’t told her
where the cancer was.

“She located the spot,”
Baymiller said about his
cancer, which is in his ab-
domen. “She could sense
something different.”

He thinks doing that
the one time helped him.

“No proof, but I don’t
care,” he said, chuckling.
“I would do it again.”

Not all the healing
Baymiller receives in-
volves chemicals. Some
amount to support and
love.

He has started visiting
Newton Area Cancer Sup-
port Group meetings. His
first meeting, which was
on Thursday, July 28, hap-
pened to be the group's
summer cookout.

He drinks huge
amounts of green tea,
courtesy of his younger
brother Jon. Jon swears
by the substance after he
used it following nearly

dying from pneumonia. 
“Our conversations are

brief, matter-of-fact, not
cold; we just don’t know
each other that well,”
Baymiller said. “This is
where I told him about my
cancer. It was a very ten-
der, warm experience for
him to speak about feeling
vulnerable, was a new in-
timacy, and when he
spoke with such convic-
tion that I needed to drink
green tea, I took it as
gospel,” Baymiller said,
getting a little choked up. 

Soon after, 12 bottles of
green tea arrived on
Baymiller’s doorstep.

“A week later, a case of
green tea arrived in the
mail,” he said, adding it
took him a while to figure
out who had sent them,
since they were from Ama-
zon.

This experience, plus
Baymiller's cancer, has
brought the once-distant
brothers a little closer.

“I’m not saying green
tea is a cure-all, but I
think a lot of what made
its affect over me, there
was power in his sugges-
tion,” he said, “and he
gave it to me with love.”

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Kyle Baymiller, right, talks to Wayne Brenneman during the Newton
Area Cancer Support Group's summer cookout on Thursday, July 28, at
Shalom Mennonite Church in Newton. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Single dad Mark “Lucky” Rodriguez, fourth from left, opened Lucks Bar-
bers Shop five years ago. The other adult to his right is Jesus Magana,
who just started working more hours on July 24. Also pictured are Ro-
driquez's children, Saniya Buchanan, Lashya Hollis, Dayshawn
Buchanan and Journee Buchanan, and Magana's 5-year-old son, Issac.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Kyle Baymiller of Newton, right, listens to his oncologist Dr. Greg Nanney.

CHEMO
From Page 1

hair, because it's something
I enjoy doing.”

His grandma, Sue Bern-
hardt, who was the head
teller at Midland National
Bank in Newton, encour-
aged him to pursue a ca-
reer in it.

“My grandma was on my
back, 'Go to barber school,'
nagging me about it,” Ro-
driguez said. “'You need to
get in school. Make a ca-
reer out of it.'”

So one day, he visited her
with some good news,
telling her he enrolled in
barber school.

“She gave me a big ol'
hug and told me how proud
she was of me,” Rodriguez
said.

It wasn't before long that
he had his business going,
since he started it right out
of barber school, which he
attended in Wichita.

“It was a gamble,” he
said. “It was scary, but with
some faith, some prayer
and being from this town, I
made it five years.”

Now, with his success,
Rodriguez hired another
barber, Jesus Magana of
Newton, who is bilingual,
which they think will come
in handy with the Mexican-
American community. Ma-
gana said he's the only
bilingual barber in town.

Magana said he moved
from California about five
years ago to get a job here.
He worked at BMG of
Kansas in Hesston as a
machinist, and he was
“home barbering” for
friends and family.

“After five years working
with BMG, I decided bar-

bering was what I wanted
to do for the rest of my
life,” Magana said, adding
he decided to go to barber
college, which was Old
Town Barber College in Wi-
chita, the place from which
Rodriguez also graduated.

“My employers at BMG,
they supported me all
through barber college,
gave me a part-time job
and gave me hours that
worked for me,” Magana
said. “They helped me a lot,
and I appreciate that.”

The Newton resident
graduated from barber
school on July 19 and al-
ready had a job waiting for
him at Lucks that follow-
ing Monday. He had, how-
ever, been working at
Lucks on Saturdays while
going through barber
school.

Magana's had repeat
customers, and he said the
clientele base will come
with time.

“Our haircuts are going
to speak for themselves,
and I'm being patient at
this time,” he said.

Magana's been barbering
since high school, he said,
which is more than 12
years for the 29-year-old.

“I just decided to get seri-
ous and make it profes-
sional,” he said. “I already
knew I was gonna come
work here.”

In addition to being
bilingual, being able to cut
hair and having an artistic
flair he uses in painting
murals on the barber shop
walls, Magana also brings
passion to his job.

“It's what I love doing,”
he said. “I just love cutting
hair. It just makes me
happy.”

sales tax revenues drop
by $24,000 on its second
cent of sales tax, or a
half percent. For con-
text, 2016 still signifi-
cantly outpaced 2014,
but the dip broke a five-
year streak of growth.

And 2017 has contin-
ued the trend. Four of
the last seven months
have lagged behind to-
tals from 2016. Year-to-
date revenues are -1.29
percent behind 2016 and
-2.94 percent behind
2015. July's intake to-
tals were the lowest
since 2011, down by -
10.24 percent compared
to last year. 

“We are running be-
hind last year,” Assis-
tant County
Administrator Dan
Bronson said of the to-
tals. “We're battling it
out county wide in re-
gards to the sales tax.”

The changes were
enough for county com-
missioners to take notice
and ask a few questions
when presented with the
numbers at their most
recent commission meet-
ing. 

“That's a lot with that
10.24 percent,” Commis-
sioner Randy Hague
said. 

Bronson was asked if
he had any idea what
was driving the de-
creases. He did not.

Bronson's job isn't to
figure out economic fac-
tors and indicators for
south central Kansas. 

That job belongs to Je-
remy Hill, director of the
Center for Economic De-
velopment and Business
Research at Wichita
State. 

Hill looked into the
exact issue of retail
sales in the region and
their relation to employ-
ment numbers and eco-
nomic outlook. 

Hill said what Harvey
County is experiencing
fits in with larger expe-
riences across the state
and region.

“When we did our re-
cent forecast for retail
sales, it was coming in
weak,” he said. “We see
it more pronounced here

in the Wichita, but you
see it spread across the
state.”

Total retail sales for
Butler, Marion, Harvey
and Reno Counties have
all declined or stayed
stagnant since Novem-
ber of 2014, according to
numbers provided by the
CEDBR. Sedgwick
County has shown mod-
est retail spending
growth.

Hill said spending has
stagnated regionally,
and projects it to stay
stagnant due to a num-
ber of factors. In part,
he feels like a few of re-
sources pushing the re-
gion’s growth have been
used up. 

Hill said, since the re-
cession, the increase in
employment has, in
part, driven retail
spending and growth.
More people with more
jobs means more money.
More people gaining em-
ployment each year pro-
vided regular additions
to area spending power. 

Kansas now has a 3.7
percent unemployment
rate. Harvey County is
at 3.4 percent, according
to the Bureau of Labor
and Statistics.

“At the U.S. level, the
labor market could still
expand,” he said. “I do
not think that is true in
this area.”

Basically, most of the
people who can work or
are looking to enter the
labor market have en-
tered it, in Hill's opin-
ion.

Hill said that usually
when a labor market
runs out of available
labor that drives up
wages. And while locally
there have been some
wage increases, Hill said
he doesn't expect large
wage increases to add to
the buying power of the
region. 

He said that has to do
with most of Kansas's
core industries being
weak or having to com-
pete with cost caps as
the industries and man-
ufacturing have global-
ized.

Hill also said demand
for oil, a big Kansas eco-
nomic driver, is weak.
He said wheat and com-
modities markets have

also had weak years.
And for aerospace, he
said companies cannot
sustain higher wages
and cost because of the
need to stay competitive
with overseas compa-
nies. While service in-
dustries around core
industries have seen
growth, when the core
industries decline, so
does the need for more
service jobs.

Hill said that many of
the companies his group
is talking to say they
don't believe consumers
and the market can sup-
port increased labor
costs. Harvey County
has seen recent layoffs
of 270 Excel workers
and another 50 from
GVL Poly, a plastics
company.

“One employer would-
n't affect you too much,
but when you have a
couple of losses at one
time, that weakens
labor opportunity, and
people have to start
thinking about bigger
shifts. Manufacturing
has been week for a long
time,” he said. 

Possibly adding to a
negative outlook is the
possibility of future U.S.
and global policy
changes. 

“Because our core in-
dustries are related to
global policies, they are
not looking promising
for the next few years,”
he said. “We are an ex-
port state on the com-
modities side. If you look
at ag commodities, they
are very price sensitive.
Protectionists will de-
stroy a commodity re-
lated product.”

Hill said the United
States exiting free trade
agreements as champi-
oned by its current pres-
idential administration
could make it difficult
for commodities like
wheat to be sold on a
world market. And while
Hill said globalism con-
tributes to downward
pressure on manufactur-
ing wages, moving away
from that and imple-
menting tariffs could
have a negative impact
on manufacturing, espe-
cially in regard to the
aerospace industry,
which he said was al-

ready globally inte-
grated, with parts man-
ufacturing spread
outside of the U.S.

“Most of it is imported
anyway, so you make the
overall product more ex-
pensive and difficult to
shift. It makes more dif-
ficult in the economy.
There's a long-term
value for it that could
come from such policies,
but on a short term,
they appear to be a neg-
ative.”

Hill also said that he
believes eventually mi-
gration to the region
from western Kansas
will slow, as that area
depopulates and Kansas
continues to see little in-
flux of people from other
regions in the country.
The addition of new peo-
ple can help move an
economy forward. 

Hill said the Kansas
City area is seeing such
growth driven by the in-
flux of people.

All of this combines to
form a not especially
positive outlook for the
area. 

“In the spring last
year I had some con-
cerns of a potential re-
cession,” Hill said. “This
year, as we evaluated in
the spring, I said, ‘OK
our model isn't predict-
ing a recession here, but
there's reasons we
should consider concerns
of a recession that are
state led and not nation-
ally led.’”

Hill said that while
people feel better about
spending, thanks to em-
ployment numbers, pre-
viously mentioned weak
state industries along
with uncertainty with
the state and local gov-
ernment uncertainty
might make people a bit
more hesitant about
spending instead of sav-
ing their dollar. 

“We have created con-
tinued uncertainty with
state budget,” he said,
“not only directly if they
are employed as a gov-
ernment worker or indi-
rectly as a consumer,
saying, ‘Well, they might
raise taxes or I don't
know what's going to
happen and I might
need to hold onto
money.’”

TAX
From Page 1

LUCK
From Page 1
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Brady K. Krueger, 65, died Friday, July
28, 2017, at his Newton residence. He was
born May 15, 1952, in Newton to Dean and
Alvena (Bauer) Krueger. On Feb. 26, 1984,
he married Sheryl Hodges in Newton, and
she survives of the home. 

He was a 1970 graduate of Newton High
School and earned a business degree at Wi-
chita State University. Brady also held his
Charter Property Casualty Underwriter
credentials. 

He was the owner agent with Sheryl for Krueger In-
surance Management, StorageMaxx and Hertz Rental
Cars, all of Newton. He selflessly devoted his time and
talent alongside his wife, building the business and serv-
ing the people of Newton, Harvey County and Kansas.
He was a member of several service organizations in
Newton including Kiwanis, Newton Chamber of Com-
merce, Newton Citizens Police Academy, Leadership
Newton and the former Newton Jaycees.

Brady could be found most evenings cooking dinner on
his outdoor grill. He enjoyed sports, especially baseball
(Go Royals), swimming and bowling. He also liked to
ride his bike around town. Brady had a love of photogra-
phy and enjoyed taking photos of nature and land-
scapes—especially sunrises and sunsets. 

When you went to Brady and Sheryl’s home, you
would often hear his love of music—the Beatles, Fleet-
wood Mac or Alabama playing throughout the house. He
also had a love of Disney and enjoyed many trips to the

magic kingdom. In fact, his favorite dog was
named “Mickey.” Their home was their re-
treat, where they relaxed and enjoyed yard
work and landscaping and would be found at
6:30 watching Wheel of Fortune.

In his younger years, Brady was a Boy
Scout and served as a den leader for his son’s
Boy Scout troop. Family was important to
Brady, and he took pride in being a good dad
and loving husband and friend to many. He
was a confident mentor and freely shared his

time, talent and treasure with many. He made all those
around him feel special and loved. He will be greatly
missed by his loving family, co-workers and many
friends. 

Brady leaves as his legacy, his devotion and love for
his family. He is survived by his wife, Sheryl of Newton,
and son, Maxx and his wife Lauren of Liberty, Mo.

Brady was preceded in death by his parents and
brother, Dale.

Funeral service will be at 10:30 a.m. Friday, Aug. 4, at
Trinity Heights United Methodist Church in Newton,
with the Rev. Donna Voteau presiding. Visitation will be
from 5 to 9 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 3, at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton. The family will receive friends from
6:30 to 8 p.m. at the funeral home. Burial will be in
Greenwood Cemetery in Newton.

Memorials are suggested to Caring Hands Humane
Society or Good Shepherd Hospice in care of Petersen
Funeral Home. 

BRADY KRUEGER

Alma L. Ewert, 89, died July 25, 2017, at
Kidron Bethel Village, North Newton. She
was born on Oct. 6, 1927, to Joseph Allen
and Anna (Umholtz) Hershberger.

During her childhood, the Hershberger
family lived on a small farm just south of
Zimmerdale. Alma attended a two-room el-
ementary school north of Zimmerdale. The
family attended the Pennsylvania (now
Whitestone in Hesston) Mennonite Church
north of Zimmerdale. Alma attended New-
ton High School and graduated from Sedgwick High
School in 1945, when the family moved to the Sedgwick
area.

Alma married Vernon Baker on March 17, 1946. They
moved to Newton, where Alma took a job as a teller at
Kansas State Bank. After working there for 14 years,
she resigned to devote full time to being a mother and
homemaker when she and Vernon adopted a baby boy.
Later, they adopted another boy and two girls. 

Soon, Alma also became the administrator of a small
print shop in their garage, doing printing for the mobile
home manufacturing industry, while Vernon worked at
the U.S. Post Office. The venture was successful but
very demanding of time and effort. The print shop was
closed and the printing equipment sold.

The Bakers then decided to start a service preparing
income tax reports. Again, the converted garage space
was used for the work area. Along with being a mother
and a homemaker, Alma became the administrator and
organizer for the service, while Vernon continued to
work full time. This venture, too, was successful until
Vernon became terminally ill and died of cancer.  

After Vernon’s death, Alma became a volunteer for
the Harvey County Hospice as a companion and care-
giver for hospice patients in their homes or hospital.
She also volunteered for the American Cancer Society,
soliciting funds door-to-door and organizing fundraising
activities. 

On April 7, 1984, Alma married Marvin
Ewert and became a stepmother to his two
grown sons and their wives and a grand-
mother to their children.

Alma enjoyed being a homemaker, garden-
ing, quilting, and community service. She
made 18 baby quilts, one for each grand-
child, and five full sized bed quilts.

In 1986, Alma became a member of the
First Mennonite Church of Newton, where
she served on the Dinner and Social Com-

mittees. 
Alma was preceded in death by her late husbands,

Vernon and Marvin; her daughter, Jana; her parents;
three brothers, Richard, Kenneth and Carl; and two sis-
ters, Doris Jones and Bonnie Jantz. 

She is survived by her two sons and their wives, Gre-
gory and Teresa Baker of Tulsa, Okla., and Anthony and
Ronda Baker of Newton; a daughter, Connie and her
husband Dr. Brian Roadhouse of Tulsa, Okla.; brother,
Joe Hershberger and wife Mary of Hesston, Kan.; a sis-
ter, Virginia Davidson and her husband Jerry of Sedg-
wick, Kan.; a sister-in-law, Joan Hershberger of
Sedgwick, Kan.; a brother-in-law, David Jones of Little
Rock, Ark.; numerous grandchildren, great-grandchil-
dren, nieces and nephews; stepsons, Warren Ewert and
wife Joleen of Bartlesville, Okla., and Dr. Brian Ewert
and wife Kathleen of Marshfield, Wis.; and a step-
grandchild.

Funeral services were Aug. 1 at the First Mennonite
Church of Newton. A graveside committal service also
was Aug. 1 at Greenwood Cemetery in Newton. 

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests memorial con-
tributions to the following organizations: First Mennon-
ite Church, 429 E. First, Newton, KS, 67114, and the
American Cancer Society, 330 S. Main St., Wichita, KS,
67207, or other charitable organization of choice. 

Petersen Funeral Home in Newton is in charge of
arrangements.

ALMA EWERT

July 28
Arrests:
Damiana Beavers, 25,

Topeka, warrant, 100 Blk
E Eighth St

Michael Heart, 31, Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk
W Elm St

July 27
Arrests: 
Bobbie Farmer, 32,

Newton, possession of
stimulant,  1600 Blk
Plaza

Emily Caldwell, 34,
Peabody, warrant, 800
Blk N Main 

Jeffrey Scherer, 47, Wi-
chita, driving with in-
valid license, US
Highway 50 mile marker
272

Andrew Kelley, 33,
Newton, warrant, 100
Blk E Eighth St

Criminal calls:
An unknown vehicle

hit a fire hydrant at
Broadway and Main on
south southeast corner. 

July 26
Arrests:
Danny Barnhouse, 45,

Salina, arrest, 100 Blk E

Eighth St
James Dacy, 23,

Trinidad, Colo., warrant,
400 Blk E State St, Erie

July 25
Arrests:
Daniel Kostelecky, 21,

Newton, warrant, 100
Blk N Main St.

Criminal calls:
Fraud, 600 Blk N Main

St
Domestic disturbance,

500 Blk Heather Ln

July 24
Arrests:

Jason Scott, 19, New-
ton, burglary, 1300 Blk N
Main St

Steven Schultz II, 30,
Newton, warrant, 100
Blk N Main St

Amber Shewbart, 31,
Newton, warrant, 200
Blk Meadowbrook Dr 

Alexandra Galvan, 31,
Newton, warrant, 100
Blk E Eighth St

Paola Beltran, 21, Wi-
chita, warrant, Highway
I-135 Newton 

Criminal calls:
Burglary, 900 Blk E

12th St, NewtonIn the article about Market in the Park that was
printed last week, Stefanie Zimmerman's name was
spelled incorrectly. Newton Now apologizes for the
error.

Thursday, Aug. 3
7:30 a.m.—City Commission Agenda Review. City

Hall.
8 a.m.—Community Branding Committee Meeting.

City Hall.
1 p.m.—Wii Bowling. Grand Central.
5:15 p.m.—Tai Chi. Grand Central.
5:30 p.m.—North Newton Municipal Court. North

Newton City Hall.
6 p.m.—Cap’n Literary Crunch. Newton Public Li-

brary.
6:30 p.m.—Newton Toastmaster Meeting. Newton

Recreation Commission.

Friday, Aug. 4
Harvey County Fair. 800 W. 1st St.
8 a.m.—Community Branding Committee. City

Hall.
6 p.m.—Friday Night Games. Grand Central.
8 p.m.—Free Outdoor Movie: “Zootopia.” First

Church of God.

Saturday, Aug. 5
Harvey County Fair. 800 W. 1st St.
8 a.m. to noon—Harvey County Farmers Market.

Parking lot between 6th and Main.
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.—Market at the Park. Athletic Park.
10 a.m. to noon—James Grainger Book Signing.

Faith and Life Bookstore.
3 p.m.—Teen Movie: “Before I Fall.” Newton Public

Library.

Sunday, Aug. 6
Harvey County Fair. 800 W. 1st St.

Monday, Aug. 7
Harvey County Fair. 800 W. 1st St.
All Day—Grand Central Billiards. Four competition

quality tables available for use Monday through Fri-
day at Grand Central.

10 a.m.—Blood Pressure Check. Grand Central.
11:45 a.m.—Friendship Meals. Call (316) 283-2222

for reservation. Monday through Friday at Grand
Central.

1:30 p.m.—Golden Notes. Call at (316) 283-2222 to
schedule a performance. Grand Central.

4 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Newton Public
Library.

7 p.m.—Beginners Square Dance Class. Grand Cen-
tral.

7 p.m.—Author Talk with Marci Penner. Newton
Public Library.

Tuesday, Aug. 8
Harvey County Fair. 800 W. 1st St.
10:30 a.m.—Bingo. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert.

Newton Rec. Center.
1 p.m.—Craft Handwork. Grand Central.
3 to 5:30 p.m.—Harvey County Farmers Market.

Parking lot between 6th and Main.
3 p.m.—Open Tech Help. Newton Public Library. 
6:30 P.M.—Papercrafts and Coloring. Newton Public

Library.
7 p.m.—Round Dance. Grand Central.
7 p.m.—City Commission Meeting. City Hall.

Wednesday, Aug. 9
1 p.m.—Cards/Games. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool for Women. Donation of $1

per week. Grand Central.
3:30 p.m.—Master Builders. Newton Public Library.
3:30 p.m.—Write Notes to Law Enforcement. New-

ton Public Library.

To submit events for the community calendar,
contact Mike Mendez at mike@harveycoun-
tynow.com.

Summer travel, collecting
bring generations together

Summer 2017 is alive
with learning because
kids, ages 6 to 14, are hit-
ting the road to partici-
pate in a brand-new
sewing program going on
now through Tuesday,
Sept. 5. Row by Row Jun-
ior is the creation of
Jeannette Kitlan, a vet-
eran quilt shop owner
and participant in the
wildly successful Row by
Row Experience
travel/collecting program,
which engaged tens of
thousands of shoppers
and more than 3,000
quilt and fabric shops
from around the world in
2016. 

Row by Row Junior is
an extension of Row by
Row Experience. Kids
travel along with an
adult, collect free pat-
terns designed for them,
and learn to sew with
family support. Char-
lotte's Sew Natural in
Newton is one of more
than 900 quilt and fabric
shops offering Row by
Row Junior this summer.

“Row by Row On The

Go! is our theme for 2017,
and we’re taking kids
along,” announced Row
by Row Experience
Founder Janet Lutz. “We
hope to enhance the fun
and feeling of accomplish-
ment with kid-friendly
educational materials
that foster the love of fab-
ric and machine sewing.
And we fully expect Row
by Row Junior to
strengthen inter-genera-
tional family relation-
ships, too. We want to get
kids sewing!” 

The Row by Row Jun-
ior program includes five
appealing row patterns.
Shops choose one of these
as their free pattern
handout for any child
who visits their shop.
Many shops have conven-
ient fabric kits available
for adults to purchase.

Row by Row Junior cre-
ator Jeannette Kitlan de-
signed the patterns to be
kid friendly. Blue ribbons
stating “I Made This!” go
to the first five kids who
return to Charlotte's Sew
Natural with something
they’ve made using a
Junior pattern. 

FOR NEWTON NOW

United Way working to fill the bus again
Harvey County United

Way will again be putting
on a large school supply
drive to help students and
teachers of area school
districts.

On Saturday, Aug. 5,
volunteers will be at the
Newton Wal-Mart loca-
tion (1701 S Kansas
Road) from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m., collecting donated
supplies from community
members. 

All items will then be
given to area educators
submitting requests
through the Classroom
Wish List program spon-
sored by Harvey County
United Way. Every school
district in Harvey County
is participating.

The idea came from a
growing awareness of the
large out-of-pocket ex-
pense teachers have each

year. While a Tulsa school
district teacher stood by a
busy highway panhan-
dling for classroom funds,
Harvey County teachers
have this community-
wide program with sup-
port from businesses and
private donors.

Harvey County United
Way acts as the organizer,
matching donors with
classrooms. In its first
year, the Classroom Wish
List project filled 51 wish
lists. In the second year,
that number jumped to
119 wish lists, with every
school district invited to
participate.

A list of requested
items will be available at
the Fill the Bus event or
in advance by contacting
Harvey County United
Way
(harveyunitedway@gmail.
com).

FOR NEWTON NOW

COURTESY PHOTO
Bags full of school supplies sit ready to be distributed to Santa Fe
Middle School. 
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Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Your classified ad will appear in all of these papers - Hillsboro Free Press, Newton Now and The Herington
Times...reaching every Marion County household as well as Newton Now and Herington Times subscribers.

Line ads: 
$7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 
Classified Display: 

$12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25.50) Call 620-947-5702 or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!

Truck 
Drivers

needed for custom 
harvesting. 

CDL required. 

Will help right person 
get CDL. 

316-284-1663
Russ in Canton, KS

Jones Electric INC. is 
hiring a FULL TIME

LICENSED 
ELECTRICIAN. 

Needs to be self motivated
and able to work 

independently. Class B
CDL preferred. 

Great benefits. Call 
785-258-2912 or come by 

903 Industrial Street in
Herington.

Marion County Sheriff’s
Department has an opening
for a fulltime Dispatcher. 

This is shift work; nights,
weekends and holiday’s

General Purpose:  Answers
and dispatches E911 and

Administrative calls for law
enforcement, fire, and
Emergency Medical 

Services (EMS) agencies 

Qualifications include:
High School graduate 

or equivalent
EEOC.  Marion County
does not discriminate

against the handicapped 
in employment or 

provision of services.

Apply at:  Marion County
Sheriff’s Office, 202 S 4th

Marion, Kansas 66861 

Telephone number 
(620) 382-2144.  

911 COMMUNICATIONS
OPERATOR 

“DISPATCHER”

Operations 
Assistant

Full time operations assistant
will coordinate the Whole-
goods trade flow process as
well as maintain appearance

of all new and used inventory,
grounds upkeep and store

maintenance. 
Benefits include medical,
401K, paid holiday and 

paid vacations.
Apply at:

Lang Diesel, Inc.
603 N. Ash

Hillsboro, KS 67063
620-947-3182

Salem Home currently
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash
PH: 620-947-2272

Or obtain an application at:
Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

* FT  night shift C.N.A.
* PT  evening shift C.N.A
* PT evening shift CMA

Applications available 
at district office, 
785-983-4304 or 

on website, 
www.usd397.com  

EOE

Centre USD 397
is accepting 

applications for the
following positions: 

• Substitute Teachers
• Substitute Bus Drivers
• Substitute Paras

Morris County Hospital
RN Needed - Full-Time Nightshift

In the Beautiful Flint Hills. 25-bed critical access hospital is 
accepting applications for a Full-time Registered Nurse, 

12 hour shift position, 5p-5a.  Competitive salary and benefits,
with nights and weekends differential pay.  An application can
be printed from the hospital website: mrcohosp.com or can be

picked up at the hospital’s Admissions Desk.  
Send resume and application to: Kiley Askins, RN,CNO,

Morris County Hospital, 600 N Washington, Council Grove,
KS 66846, or email kaskins@mrcohosp.com  

Morris County Hospital is an E.O.E. 

Marion County Sheriff's
Office is taking 

applications for a 
full time 

SHERIFF’S 
DEPUTY

and a
CORRECTIONS 

OFFICER

Applications available at the
Marion County Sheriff's 

Office or completed 
on line through 

http://www.marioncoks.net 

Marion County Special 
Education Coop has 

Para Openings 
in the Peabody Schools. 

For more information about
being a para, please contact
Patty at 620-382-2858, or

apply at the MCSEC Office,
1500 E. Lawrence, Marion.

Do you enjoy...
Children?
Helping others?
Being involved in your    
community?

Making a difference
in someone else’s life?

We have the perfect
job for you! 

Flowers by Ruzen is growing and we need a part time
sales person. This is an exciting opportunity for someone
who enjoys working with people, is customer focused, and

enjoys selling high quality floral, fragrance and home
decor products. This is a fun, team oriented and creative
environment. It would be great if this person had basic
knowledge of flowers, plants and point 

of sales systems.
If interested, please contact us at

jclay@ruzenflowers.kscoxmail.com 
or call the store (316) 283-1780.

has openings for the
following position:

• Medical technologist
(ASCP) or Medical 
Laboratory 
Technician - Full-time

Please contact 
Delores Johnson with any 

questions at 620-947-3114.

Apply online at
www.hchks.com

or pick up an application at the front

desk at: 101 Industrial Rd.,

Hillsboro, KS E.O.E.–Drug Free Workplace

PARKSIDE HOMES, Inc.
As we continue to grow, we are searching for

honest, caring team members.

PARKSIDE HOMES HAS INCREASED WAGES!
Please find our current openings and 
apply online at: www.parksideks.org

Criminal background checks run at the time of job offer. 
Parkside is proud to be a drug-free, EOE workplace.

200 Willow Road, Hillsboro, KS  67063
(620) 947-2301  •  www.parksideks.org

Herington USD
487 Little Railer 

Preschool 
has an opening for a 
BUS MONITOR/

LUNCH SUPERVISOR 
for the 2017-2018

school year.  
This position is for 
12 hours per week 

for 9 months.
Applications can be

obtained and returned
to the Board of 

Education Office, 
19 N. Broadway.  

Position is opened until
filled.  EOE

Herington USD
487 Little Railer 

Preschool 
has an opening for an 

ASSISTANT
TEACHER 

for the 2017-2018
school year.  

This position is 
considered a full time

9 month position.  
Applications can be

obtained and returned
to the Board of 

Education Office, 
19 N. Broadway.  

Position is opened until
filled.  EOE

HELP WANTED
Now hiring for 

Hillsboro location.

On the job training for
HVAC career

Full time employment
plus benefits.

Apply at Don's Heat and Air, 
El Dorado office: 

306 S Main St.
(316) 321-9438

Tabor College seeks an

Interim Interlibrary Loan/
Serials Coordinator

Interim Interlibrary Loan/Serials Coordinator position available at

Tabor College Library.  Para-professional position is responsible for

Interlibrary Loan, serials processing and supporting the general ac-

tivities of the library.  

Qualifications:  High School Diploma/some college preferred.  Must

be computer proficient.  Prior library experience highly preferred.  

Tabor College is an equal-opportunity employer operating under

the auspices of the Mennonite Brethren Churches of the United

States.  It complies with all applicable non-

discrimination laws.  Women and minority

candidates are strongly encouraged to

apply.

Please send cover letter, resume (including

3 references) to Mrs. Ruth Funk, c/o Tabor

College, 400 S. Jefferson Street, Hillsboro,

KS  67063 or ruthf@tabor.edu. 
400 S. Jefferson

Hillsboro, KS

1 Employment

Caregiver Wanted
Caregiver, housekeeping, use of lift for
toileting, bathing and placing in and out
of bed. 506 W Grand Ave. Apt. C. Call 620-
266-6390. 31-1tp

2 Announcements

Community Info
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1209 N. Perry, Junction City, KS

We are buying: #1 clean copper: $2.20 per pound, 
iron, copper, mixed farm machinery, prepared machine cast, 

aluminum, aluminum cans, old cars (with clear titles, fluids drained),
brass, batteries, prepared non-magnetic stainless steel, 

A/C sealed units and electric motors. 

(Prices subject to
change without 

notice!) 

***Call: 785-238-3382 (800-825-4377) 
for current prices. 

Roll-off containers available, ask for Lanny or Jake 

4 Want To Buy

Salvage 

Garage Sale
Saturday, August 5, 8-Noon. 528 Cleveland,
Marion, KS. Canoe, furniture, books, clothes
and a lot more! 31-1tp

3 For Sale

Baby Items
Like new white bassinet with mattress &
head cover on 4 wheels with collapsible
base. $30 obo call 620-382-4422. 30-tfn

Farm
GRAIN BIN TO BE MOVED! 8,000 Bushel,
Stairway, Aerator Floor, 24 FT. DIAMETER,
Free to the first person to make acceptable
arrangements. Call Dwight 620-386- 4044
for details.31-1tfree

Vehicle
2005 GMC Yukon, 4wd, leather, DVD, 120k
miles, 10 ply tires. See in back lot at Hills-
boro True Value. 620-381-0591. 31-1tc

For Sale. 2005 HD Sportster 883 C (Yellow)
14,000+ miles, $3,000 OBO, Good condition.
Needs tires soon. Contact Aaron @ 620-
392-3649, text only. 31-1tfree

Mobile Home
For Sale! 1999 Chief Bel Aire Mobile Home,
3 bdrm, 2 bth, 1344 sq ft. Lots of updates
$30,000. Call 316-215-1851. 30-2tp

3 For Sale

Motorcycle

5 For Rent 5 For Rent

2 Bedroom Senior
Apartment

Call 620-947-2272

• Must be 55 years old 
or older

* NO Maintenance fees
* Utilities Included

Wright’s 
Storage

$25
Move-in Rebate

109 East D St.
Hillsboro
947-2690

877-0898 (cell)

Storage

Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn 

Large 1 Bedroom Apt. Hillsboro for 1 Re-
sponsible Adult. Partially furnished. Quite
neighborhood. May consider obedient
dog. 620-947- 3535 leave a message. 25-
tfn

House for Rent! 2 bedroom CH/CA with
appliances, Located in Marion. 620-245-
1648. 30-2tp

3 BR Apartment Newton 316-284-4202. 30-
2tc

1 and 2 bedroom apartments in Hillsboro.
No smoking, no pets, 620-382-7696. 30-
2tc

3 bed, 2 bath, 711 Weldon, Marion. No smoking,
Includes Frig and Stove. Contact Wendy 620-
382-2606 or Brian 785-285-1520. 31-2tc

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN) and
the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)have
purchased some of the following classifieds.
Determining the value of the service or
product is advised by this publication. In
order to avoid misunderstandings, some
advertisers do not offer employment but
rather supply the readers with manuals,
directories and other materials designed
to help their clients establish mail order
selling and other businesses at home.
Under NO circumstances should you send
money in advance or give the client your
checking account, license ID, or credit
card numbers. Also beware of ads that
claim to guarantee loans regardless of
credit and note that if a credit repair com-
pany does business only over the phone it
is illegal to request any money before de-
livering its services. All funds are based in
US dollars. Toll free numbers may or may
not reach Canada.

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions ac-
cepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-
268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK
PAIN?  Medicare recipients may qualify to
receive a pain relieving brace at little or no
cost.  Call now! 855-796-7301

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or Asbestos
Lung Cancer? If so, you and your family
may be entitled to a substantial financial
award. We can help you get cash quick!
Call 24/7: 855-510-4274

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA approved!
FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind pay-
ing your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan
Modification? Is the bank threatening fore-
closure? CALL Homeowner’s Relief Line
now for Help!  855-401-4513

Updating your bathroom does not have to
be expensive or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call 855-324-
2317 today for a free in home consultation.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-1682 (Mon-Fri
8am-9pm CT)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net.  High-Speed.  Available
Anywhere!  Speeds to 25 mbps. Starting at
$49.99/mo. Call for Limited Time Price!  877-
578-8005 (Mon-Fri 8am-8pm CT)

SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLE-
MENT!  FREE QUOTES from top
providers.  Excellent coverage.  Call for a
no obligation quote to see how much you
can save!  855-587-1299

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

Farm Equipment
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$
To hunt your land. Call for a Free info
packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori
ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

Branson Getaway!Stay and Play in Bran-
son MO$99 includes show and lodging Not
Timeshare Related 1-800-422-0076 ext
102Check outwww.BransonsBestPack-
age.com

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support after-
wards. Choose adoptive family of your
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL &
IN) (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Va-
cation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All Pa-
perwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-0205
(MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
DISH TV. 190 channels. $49.99/mo. for 24
mos. Ask About Exclusive Dish Features
like Sling® and the Hopper®. PLUS High-
Speed Internet, $14.95/mo. (Availability and
Restrictions apply.) TV for Less, Not Less
TV! 1-855-434-0020 (MCN)

Lower that Cell Phone Bill. Get 2 lines of
unlimited data for $100/mo. with AutoPay—
taxes & fees included. Video Streaming &
Mobile Hotspot included. Limited offer/Re-
strictions Apply. Call Today and Save. 855-
549-9399 (MCN)

Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. No
contract or commitment. We buy your ex-
isting contract up to $500! 1-800-919-3588
(MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save $100.
Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-800-712-
9365 (MCN)

Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV. Bundle &
Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS Genie HD-
DVR. $50/month for 2 Years (with AT&T
Wireless.) Call for Other Great Offers! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get a
$50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also qual-
ify to receive $100 VISA gift card when you
sign up today - Limited time Only. CALL
NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Stop paying too much for cable,and get
DISH today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn more
about our special offers! (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and bene-
fits. Matching 401k. Bonus’s and tax free
money. Experience needed. Call Scott 507-
437-9905. Apply on-line
WWW.MCFGTL.COM (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
WWW.HomeBucks.US ###### Earn
$1,000’s Processing Mail! Details: Rush
SASE: LISTS/IA, Springhouse, PA 19477-
0396 (MCN)

HARVEST HELP NEEDED! Class A CDL
Truck Drivers, Combine, Tractor, Part Oper-
ators. Competitive Wage. Non-Smoker. Self
Starter. Call Stan at 785-545-5966.(MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, call: 866-871-
1626 (MCN)

Reduce your total credit card payments by
up to 30% to 50%! Call Consolidated Credit
NOW! 844-764-1891 (MCN)

Buying a home and need a mortgage? Or,
have a home and want to lower your
monthly fees and refinance? Getting a
mortgage is quicker and easier than ever.
Call now! 855-715-4721 (MCN)

FOR SALE
Trailer Sale: 4-place snowmobile trailers 20’
& 24’: Scissor lift trailers; 2017 7’X16’ V-
nose ramp door $4,442.00; 2017 18’ 7k Car
hauler MX speedloader $2,799.00; 2017
6’X12’ V-nose ramp door $2,775.00;New
ST205/75D15 on mod wheel $65.00; 515-
972-4554 www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com
for inventory & prices! (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 888-438-6461 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain?
Get a pain-relieving brace at little or NO
cost to you. Medicare Patients Call Health
Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-
800-795-9687 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 855-995-5653 (MCN)

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 60 tabs $99
includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-0780
(MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. Call today 1-888-403-
7751 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. Call
NOW!! 877-291-4724 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT &
PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call
1-888-389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsup-
plies.com (MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

Homes/Apartments

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon
Ks.  20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call
785 655 9430 or go online
to Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, availability
& Freight estimates.

Help Wanted
Part Time - Flexible Schedule. Local Sales
Representative needed to call on school li-
braries representing major publishing com-
panies. Commission and bonus. For details
call Chuck at 303-257-2320
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Remsberg, Antonowich
return to sand

volleyball nationals

Beasts of
the beach

Last year, Newton High School volleyball players
Taylor Antonowich and Maggie Remsberg thought sand
volleyball would be a fun thing to try and accidentally
wound up at the national championships. This year the
duo was on a mission and earned a trip to Sarasota,
Fla., for another go with the best in the nation.

With a jump up in age group, the one year of experi-
ence was valuable, as the competition was tougher.

“It was definitely different from last year,”
Antonowich said. “Last year we were in the 16s divi-
sion. This year we moved up to 18s, and it was just so
much more competitive. It seemed like all the teams
had so much more knowledge about the game.”

Last year took the team to Milwaukee, a place for-
eign to both Antonowich and Remsberg. It was a city
that uses Lake Michigan for its beaches.

This year, Sarasota brought them to the Gulf of Mex-
ico in the Sunshine State. It also provided a venue that
brought Antonowich close to a cousin who lives in
nearby St. Petersburg. It made a beach far away from
Kansas feel more like home.

“We just explored all the way from St. Petersburg to
Sarasota,” Antonowich said. “It made me feel kind of
like a local. Usually when I visit a new city, I feel kind
of alienated, like I don’t really know anybody. But with
her help, I felt kind of normal, like I had lived there be-
fore.”

While the two were just having fun seeing where the
journey would take them last year, this year they got
more serious and tried to soak up as much knowledge
as they could from the best players in the country. Both
Antonowich and Remsberg are extremely talented ath-
letically, but sand volleyball is as much about a chess
match in strategy and ball placement. 

The game is about being able to read what the other
side is going to do and reacting to that information.
There is also a fair amount of deception involved in try-
ing to disguise intentions. 

Wanting to get better from a knowledge standpoint,
Antonowich and Remsberg ended up getting a lot more
help than they had a year ago.

“We actually ended up picking up a coach…and that
helped us out,” Remsberg said. “I think we definitely
felt like we belonged and we could hang with these
teams. There were tough battles, but it was a good over-
all experience.”

On top of getting a coach, the team utilized the courts
at Athletic Park to get in a lot more practice before they
ever made the trip. And though they have only experi-
enced sand volleyball at this level for a couple of years,
taking it seriously has allowed them a couple of sum-
mer trips to the beach. It has also led to an accumula-
tion of a ton of knowledge to take back to the plains. As
the fall approaches in Newton, putting on a Railer jer-
sey comes with expectations that lead to the state tour-
nament in Topeka.

Antonowich and Remsberg are just two of the players
loaded with athletic talent. Mixing in every bit of intel-
lectual strategy in with that talent can be the difference
when it comes to making it into Saturday against some
of the best competition in the nation at the KSHSAA
state tournament.

“It is all about reading and moving your feet at the
same time,” Antonowich said. “In the sand, it is so
much harder to jump, so when you come back onto the
hard court, you feel like you can jump 10 feet higher.
And also the court in sand is so big for only two people
to cover that space. So when you come back to the hard
court, you have to cover a lot less space, so it makes it
easier to move and read your opponents so you don’t
have to cover as much space.”

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Taylor Antonowich, left, and Maggie Remsberg, right, pose with a
volleyball before the start of the sand volleyball national champi-
onships in Sarasota, Fla. 

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Kalli Anderson accelerates away from the field during the 100-meter dash at the Shocker Pre-State meet on April 14 at Cessna Stadium in
Wichita.

Testing the best
Railer runners go against greatest in nation

The Newton girls track
team has never shied
away from a challenge, or
an opportunity, to get bet-
ter. The constant search
for the best competition
has led to back-to-back
state titles with a few
records falling along the
way. But it has also
meant the state track
meet doesn’t mean there
is a break. After proving
to be the best in Kansas,
the next logical step is to
see how you hold up
against the best in the
nation. 

And at the USATF Her-
shey National Junior
Olympic Track and Field
Championships at Rock
Chalk Park in Lawrence,
the Newton athletes
showed they can hang
near the top with anyone.

“I am really proud of
our girls, and we had a
couple of other kids that
competed in the summer,”
head coach Tad Remsberg
said. “That is a real grind
to go from the high school
season right into that,
and it takes a lot of tenac-
ity to do that. I am proud
of their effort for sticking
through it for the whole
summer.”

It can’t ever be said
that the Newton athletes
don’t push themselves in
every meet regardless of
the competition. The girls
4x100-meter relay be-
came the fastest team in
the history of the state in
the spring and never took
a race off, though they
could have taken it easy
and still won them all.
There is a simple fact
that comes to life at the

Junior Olympics that
highlights why they go for
a personal best in every
race: there is always
someone better than you.

“I talk about that all
the time, especially be-
cause I am in the weight
room all the time,” Rems-
berg said. “I will have a
kid that struggles in the
weight room and I’ll say,
‘You know, no matter
what level you are at, you
are always stronger than
somebody else, and there
is always somebody that
is stronger than you.’ And
it is the same thing on
the track. Our area that
we compete in, our kids
are top-end kids. But
when they go to that na-
tional meet, it can be a
little bit humbling. I
think they look at it as a
challenge.”

Two of the runners
from that record-setting
relay team, Kalli Ander-
son and Savannah Sim-
mons, took advantage of

the opportunity to take on
nationwide competition in
Lawrence. On top of being
state champions on the
4x1 relay, Anderson took
home an individual title
in the 100-meter dash,
and Simmons won the
200 at state. The pair ex-
celled at the Junior
Olympics as well, with
Anderson taking 16th in
the 200 with a 24.79 and
18th in the 100 with an
11.98.

Simmons finished 29th
in the 100 with a 12.20
and finished with a 25.37
in the 200.

The girls 4x1 with
spring members Ander-
son and Simmons, along
with Maggie Remsberg,
Rebecca Raymundo and
Christina Bruce finished
23rd in the nation with a
48.77.

Having the ability to
qualify for elite meets like
the Junior Olympics is a
valuable tool in making
what is already the best

track team in the state
even better. Not only does
it give the athletes an op-
portunity to be paced by
the fastest in the country,
but it is another chance to
be in a meet on a huge
stage with a bunch of
pressure. Competing at
the state meet in Kansas
means competing in the
largest meet in the coun-
try. But having gone
through national competi-
tions, it is no big deal
when the time comes in
May.

“Any time you can get
your athletes to compete
at the highest level
against the best competi-
tion, it is a great learning
experience for them,” Tad
Remsberg said. “All the
girls that went to this
meet have been at that
level before, so they have
some experience. I always
love taking kids to those
national meets so they
can see the top athletes in
the United States.”

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Kalli Anderson (4) and Savannah Simmons (5) storm out of the blocks during the 100-meter dash at the
Newton Invitational on April 10 at Bethel College. 

It isn’t often an athlete gets
to claim they are the first to
ever earn an award. But

Bethel College golfer Brian
Krehbiel became the first
Thresher to be named a
Srixon/Cleveland Golf All-
American Scholar.

A total of 260 golfers from
the 2016-17 season, including
all levels of the NCAA and the
NAIA, were presented the

award by the
Golf Coaches
Association of
America.

To be consid-
ered for the
award, a golfer
must be a jun-
ior or a senior

with at least three years com-
peting in college with 50 per-
cent participation in the team’s
rounds. The golfer must have
an average under 76 in Div. I,
78 in Division II and NAIA and
79 in Div. III. On top of having
a career grade point average
above 3.2, the recipient must

be of high moral character and
be in good standing at the col-
lege or university. 

Of the 260 total golfers to
earn the award, there were 20
from the NAIA, including Kre-
hbiel. He was one of three
golfers from the KCAC to earn
the award.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

Krehbiel earns a Srixon/Cleveland All-America Scholar honor

Krehbiel



Most people think of
boot camps as times and
places in the military
where large sergeants yell
at underlings while mak-
ing them do so much exer-
cise their feet might bleed.
Another kind of boot camp
just has exercise for people
who want to get in shape.

However, on Monday,
Newton High School had a
different kind of boot
camp—that of a yearbook
boot camp two days this
week and a newspaper
staff boot camp on two
other days.

The boot camps were di-
rected by NHS journalism
teacher Robin Montano.

Montano said most of
the seniors on the year-
book staff attended a
Jostens workshop earlier
this year where they de-
cided on a variety of things
for this year’s yearbook, in-
cluding themes, fonts and
colors. On Monday, the
seniors and Montano
started to present those
ideas to the rest of the
staff. She said the seniors
are the yearbook leaders,
with Gracie Hammond and
Kate Szambecki as co-edi-
tors.

The yearbook staff this
year will have 18 students,
with 10 of them returning.
Montano said when the
seniors attended the work-
shop, they didn’t have posi-
tions filled. This year,
they’ll work as teams, such
as in marketing, coverage,
design and production. 

“So that’s kinda new,”

Montano said, adding the
boot camp will help kids
understand their roles.

They needed to have this
boot camp, because during
the first week of school,
they hit the ground run-
ning, covering things that
happen.

Montano said the news-
paper always has had a
boot camp, and they used
to have a paper out by the
first day of school, which
won’t happen this year.
The new editor-in-chief,
Lauren Mitchell, is re-or-
ganizing the paper, she
said.

“Boot camp will give us a
chance to kind of talk
about those changes,”
Montano said, adding
they’ll also do a refresh
and review of the program
regarding InDesign, Photo-

shop and Illustrator.
The newspaper staff will

have 14 students, with
seven of those returning.

During the first hour or
so of the yearbook boot
camp, students did a few
ice breakers, like going
through a maze blind-
folded, and then got down
to the nitty gritty of this
year’s book.

They talked about the
organization of the year-
book, the colors they
planned to use and the
theme, which is “More.”

The students laughed at
various points during the
discussion.

A couple of the students
said they liked being on
the yearbook staff.

“You get to see the whole
school from another per-
spective,” senior Gaby

Lara said.
“You always have to

know what’s going on, not
only with the students, but
with the administrators
and staff,” Gracie Ham-
mond said. “That’s kind of
a cool feeling.”
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Special thanks to the following 
supporters of the church directory:

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:15am Fellowship
11am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel A.M.E.
Church

711 E. 11th Street
9:45am Sunday School

1:30pm Worship

Hillcrest Community
Church - A

Foursquare Church
431 W. 12th

9:30am Cafe Connect
10:30am Worship

Iglesia Del Nazareno
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible
Church

900 Old Main
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship”

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass

10:30am Sunday Mass
6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship

11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Walton United
Methodist Church

201 Blaine Street, Walton
9:00am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
http://thecreationstation.

vpweb.com

701 Cafe
701 N. Main St, Newton

(316) 804-4573
www.701cafe.com

If you would like to become a
sponsor of the Newton Area

Church Directory, please con-
tact Shannin Rettig at 

shannin@harveycountynow
or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main, Newton

316-284-0636
Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Clear View 
WINDOW CLEANING

Commercial
Residential

New Construction
Superior Window Cleaning 

for all occasions

316-284-9977

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

Business Insurance 
Tailored For You.

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

208 N. Meridian, Newton, KS � (316) 587-8212

Openings for children, 12 months- 5 years
 Monday-Friday 6:30 am-6 pm

Learning and Growing through Compassionate Accountability

208 N. Meridian, Newton, KS � (316) 587-8212

Learning and Growing through Compassionate Accountability

 Monday-Friday 6:30 am-6 pm
en, 12 months- 5 yearsOpenings for childr

208 N. Meridian, Newton, KS � (316) 587-8212

Learning and Growing through Compassionate Accountability

 Monday-Friday 6:30 am-6 pm
en, 12 months- 5 years

Yearbook, newspaper students have boot camps
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, senior Jada Berry, junior Rebekah Nelson, senior Skylar Botterweck and junior Abby McEachern
talk about making a bracelet during the lunch break on Monday during the yearbook boot camp at Newton
High School. 

Call 316-281-7899 to subscribe to 
Newton Now!



There are many times
during the course of the
night when Minkevitch
jokes around, smiles and
laughs. This isn’t one of
those times. However, it is
clear he isn’t out to wield a
bunch of power strictly en-
forcing traffic regulations.
The idea of a ticket quota
in Newton is a myth. He is
not pulling people over to
bust them. He is just try-
ing to make contact in the
hopes he catches a real
criminal.

As we hit the streets, we
barely make it away from
the police station before
he hits the lights and
pulls over a vehicle for
running a red light.
Minkevitch talks to the
driver, who is honest
about the mistake that
was made, and runs the li-
cense to make sure there
are no outstanding war-
rants. When everything
comes back clean, the
driver is free to go without
a ticket.

Traffic stops are at the
foundation of what the po-
lice officers do. It is a
proactive approach to law
enforcement, catching
things like dangerous peo-
ple or drugs before they
hit the streets. It is better
to catch someone in a traf-
fic stop than to respond to
a call when damage has
already been done.

And traffic stops ac-
count for the vast majority
of contact the department
has with citizens. It is im-
portant to enforce the law
but to also keep up public
relations. Minkevitch does
traffic stops, but he isn’t
out to catch people on
minor violations. He is
trying to catch bigger fish.

There is one exception.
At a stop light, Minkevitch
hits the lights and flips a
U-turn with the pedal on
the floor that forces me
into the passenger door.
Minkevitch says the
driver wasn’t wearing a
seatbelt and that he al-
ways writes tickets for
seatbelt violations. It is a
cheap fine that doesn’t
cripple people’s wallet,
and it is a good lesson to
be learned.

Throughout the five

hours in the car, this is the
only ticket he writes. On
this evening, 90 percent of
people stopped are sent off
with a warning.

Minkevitch’s desire to
become a police officer
came from now Harvey
County Sheriff Chad Gay.
Gay was the school re-
source officer when
Minkevitch was in high
school and lit the fire. 

“I applied to be a cadet
when I was in college, and
I got it,” Minkevitch said.
“The day after I graduated
college, I started here. I
would say that Chad was
probably the biggest influ-
ence.”

The training to become
an officer is intense. The
academy is a combination
law school, gym, driving
school and gun range. It is
designed to prepare offi-
cers for the many situa-
tions they will encounter
on the job. It also weeds
people out. 

“No guy here is under-
qualified by any means,”
Minkevitch says. “It is not
like you go to some busi-
ness or something and
they train you up for a
week on how to use a com-
puter system and you will
get it eventually. This is
very rigorous training for
a very long time. Not to
mention that Newton has
got one of the hardest field
training programs in the
state.” 

There is also quarterly
qualification to carry a
firearm every year. New-
ton qualifies more often
than that. 

While heading back
north, Minkevitch hits the
interstate. There is a
trooper in the middle of a
stop that leads to Minke-
vitch stopping a car for
some poor driving trying
to get over for the stop al-
ready in progress. 

As Minkevitch gets out
of his car, I remember the
speech about returning
fire in the worst case sce-
nario. I unbuckle my seat-
belt so I won’t be trapped
in the vehicle in the event
of a firefight.

The trooper pulls in be-
hind us and has me roll
down my window. In a
stern cop voice he asks me
why I am not wearing my
seatbelt. I stumble over
my words trying to ex-

plain that I don’t want to
have to waste movement
fumbling with a seatbelt
in a life or death situation.
His eyes got really big as
he leaned in to emphasis
the importance of what he
was about to say. 

“Do you know how to
get the guns? You shoot
back.”

That really wasn’t a
joke. 

I notice during every
stop Minkevitch touches
the car. It looks like a sort
of superstitious ritual. But
the reason is actually
more than a good luck
charm. It is a way to solve
his own potential murder
from beyond the grave. 

“It is to get fingerprints
on the car,” Minkevitch
says. “The reason for that
is say I get in a shooting
and they kill me or I get
maimed or something like
that and they find that car
later and they pull the
prints off that car, then
they know that that car
was the one involved.
There are some people out
there that want to kill us.
So you just have to come
to peace with that.”

There were a lot of
nerves during traffic stops
when Minkevitch first
started five years ago.
Over the passage of time,
those nerves have sub-
sided considerably.
Though there is always a
state of what he calls,
“Code Yellow.” It is a situa-
tional awareness and pre-
paredness for anything
that may happen at any
time. It is the reason I
started taking my seatbelt
off sitting in the passenger
side during stops.

The danger is always
present. But Minkevitch
says the best feeling in the
world is when he is able to
help someone. It is clear
he believes that based on
the amount of people he
lets go. Many are pulled
over, but he says it is just
a numbers game. The
more people you stop, the
more likely you are to find
someone committing a se-
rious crime. Because there
are no serious crimes
being found on this night,
people are turned loose
with a warning on traffic
violations.

There is one suspicious
car Minkevitch was hunt-

ing all night. He thinks he
has it and flips around to
follow. The car makes a
bunch of turns and gets
away for a brief moment.
But he picks it up again
and pulls the vehicle over.
It is suspicious, but it isn’t
the car he was looking for.
There isn’t any reason to
hold the car and they go
free.

There is another car
that fits the description.
Minkevitch is flying to
catch up and has to stop
at a light and wait for an-
other car to cross the in-
tersection.

“Come on,” he says.
“Speed up.” 

Any time he needs
someone to be speeding,
they just see a cop and
drive by the numbers. It is
a revelation that some-
times the police want you
to speed. 

Throughout the entire
experience of going

through Code Yellow
awareness at all times,
the night is slow. Minke-
vitch is a little disap-
pointed no arrests came
out of traffic stops, no one
tried to fight him and
there was generally speak-
ing no excitement. How-
ever exciting stops have
the potential of being, the
sense of adventure isn’t
the best part of the job.

“Every once in a while
you get that 10 percent

when fun stuff happens,”
Minkevitch said. “What is
really worth it, yeah all
the young cops, and I am
probably in that group,
too, say, ‘I like getting in
the chases and getting in
the fights,’ but really noth-
ing is more satisfying than
helping somebody, as
cheesy and corny as that
sounds. Nothing is as sat-
isfying as helping people
in domestics or helping a
kid out.”
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Containers about half
full of food sat in the
serving line Thurs-

day afternoon at the local
senior center.

This was after all the
hungry senior citizens at-
tending the Friendship
Meals had taken their
share. On that particular
day, there might've been
around 15 or so folks
there, even grandchildren
of one volunteer who
brought their own lunches.

Although the senior cen-
ter averages 18 eating
lunch per day, they could
use more attendees.

“I'd love more,” said
Connie Burkhart, Newton
Friendship Meals man-
ager.

Aging Projects Inc. of
Hutchinson provides
Friendship Meals, having
taken over that duty in
Newton from the Ameri-
can Red Cross.

“Aging Projects Inc. was
established in 1974 to pro-
vide nutritious, well-bal-
anced meals to senior
citizens (60-plus) years of
age in 13 counties in cen-
tral and south central
Kansas,” according to in-
formation Burkhart sup-
plied. “API has been
providing this service for
over 40 years.”

Meals from 16 kitchens
are taken to 51 congregate
sites and 16 isolated com-
munities. The meals are
provided in congregate set-
tings, such as the Newton
Senior Center, 122 W.
Sixth St., or through home
delivery. In Newton, API
doesn't do home delivery
because Newton has Meals
on Wheels, Burkhart said.

When the American Red
Cross ended its Good
Neighbor Nutrition Pro-
gram in 2015, API stepped
up and started serving 21
sites in Harvey, Butler and
Sedgwick Counties. Meals
for these counties are
made in a central Wichita
kitchen.

On Thursday, former
worker for the program,
Mary Smith, was there,
along with three of her
small grandchildren, eat-
ing lunches they brought.
Smith isn't old enough to
dine on the food served.

“I used to work here,”
Smith said. “I just came to
visit. I miss everybody be-
cause I don't work here
anymore.”

In addition to filling
their empty stomachs, the

program also can fill a
void in people's lives, like
if they need socialization
or maybe a spouse has
died recently.

“It's just a good time for
people who have just lost
their spouses, for socializa-
tion,” Burkhart said. “It's
good for people to get out.
We've had several here
who are just widowed, and
it's good for them to get
out.”

Another time during
meals, a woman used to
bring her 9-year-old
daughter to the center.

“We had a lady bring
her daughter in, and she
would read a book to
everybody before the
meal,” Burkhart said. “She
had trouble reading. She
would sit down and read
to everybody. I had to ex-
plain she's doing this to be
able to read and speak bet-
ter.”

Having the meals at the
center adds to the social-
ization. For instance,
many mornings, there's a
group that plays Rum-
mikub on one side of the
facility while another
plays Mexican train domi-
noes on the other.

“They do this five days
in the morning from 9
until about 11:15,”
Burkhart said, adding
some stop playing and eat
lunch.

One of the attendees,
Joe Gibson, said he tries to
go every weekday.

“I came here about a
year now, I think,” he said.

“He likes everything but
carrots,” Burkhart said of
Gibson, who is homebound
and has a caregiver.

What Gibson ate that
day, along with everyone
else, appeared to be mac
and cheese with large
elbow macaroni and other
items. 

Some of the other offer-
ings throughout the weeks
include chicken pasta
salad, hamburgers, hot
turkey casserole, ham,

crispy fish with tartar
sauce, Swedish ham balls,
pulled pork sandwiches,
Tahitian chicken and rice,
and spaghetti and meat
sauce.

“And believe it or not,
liver and onions is our
biggest day,” Burkhart
said. “I've not ever been a
big fan, but I've eaten it
here, and it's good.”

On Monday, Aug. 21,
Friendship Meals will
have an Invite A Friend
Day. When they have spe-
cial events, they some-
times put the tables in a
circle, which allows for
more socialization.

For those who wish to
check it out, the meal on
Friday, Aug. 4, will consist
of ham, cooked cabbage,
mixed veggies, Mandarin
oranges, roll and milk.

Meals are served at
11:30 a.m. weekdays, and
donations of $3 are appre-
ciated.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR
PLEASE CALL SHARON ERWIN AT 316-650-7108.

“There is always something cooking...
and always enough for us all to enjoy 

when we come to visit Mom...
just like she would always do!”
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Providing
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THERAPY
services to 
help you 
and your 

loved ones 
resume an 
active life. 

 Independent Living, Independent Living Plus 
 & Skilled Nursing Center.

Not a full plate: Friendship Meals
needing more attendees at center

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Connie Burkhart, right, Newton Friendship Meals manager, gets a hug from Wyatt Smith, who ate his own
lunch Thursday at the Newton senior center. Smith was there with his grandma and sisters. 

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Folks at the local senior center eat lunch while the food line is in the
foreground.


