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“We guarded Saddam's trial with air defense artillery, so we had to be willing to shoot down a civilian
aircraft in order to stop a 9-11-style attack,” Justin Giles says.

All scars can’t be seen

Support group helps families
of mental-illness patients

Editor's note: This is the first of at
least a two-part series on mental ill-
ness.

At LSA Anaconda in Balad, Iraq,
Justin Giles was poised to do some-
thing that went against his moral
fiber, but it was his duty.

“We guarded Saddam's trial with air
defense artillery, so we had to be will-
ing to shoot down a civilian aircraft in
order to stop a 9-11-style attack,” he
said, sitting comfortably recently at

Mojo's Coffee Bar in North Newton
with his wife Tina and Barbara Gib-
son, president of NAMI (National Al-
liance on Mental Illness) Mid-Kansas
and volunteer with Caring Place, both
in Newton.

Giles holds in his mind images that
haunt him today—things he's seen
during the War on Terror. He spoke
about some memories, but there were
some things he didn't talk about. There
are scars that can't be seen.

“I'm 100 percent disabled through
the VA Hospital for PTSD,” he said.

To say the Giles couple, who live in
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The Newton City Commission floated
the idea of giving away chunks of the
Kansas Logistics Park (KLP) to developers
for free on the condition they bring build-
ings and jobs.

At a city commission debate held Tues-
day night, Commissioner
Glen Davis brought up the
plan when answering a
question about if he would
spend more money on the
Logistics Park. The KLP
represents a large financial
investment for the city and
has sat empty since its for-
mation.

“I ran this by the commission in the last
several weeks,” Davis said. “We have to
plant seeds if we want something to grow.
I asked if Leroy [Koehn] would be willing
to meet with a couple of developers along
with the city manager and ask them if they

City could
pivot on 
attracting
businesses
� Commissioners discuss giving
chunks of Logistics Park to developers
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What started as a routine traf-
fic stop led to the North Newton
Police Department having to call
the Wichita Bomb Squad.

At 11:42 p.m. Monday, a
North Newton Police Officer
pulled a vehicle over three miles

north of North
Newton in the
7400 Block of K-
15 Highway.

The driver of
the vehicle was
Stewart Reed
Irsik of Arlington.

The police re-
port said the vehi-

cle was displaying an invalid
registration, and the license
plate on the vehicle was regis-
tered to a different vehicle.

The police officer eventually
ended up searching the vehicle.

Patrol Officer Aliex Kofoed

Traffic stop
leads to
seizure of
explosives
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Irsik
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The school board approved an-
other contract with DLR Group,
its architectural design firm and
bond issue marketing consult-
ants.

This contract means the firm
is getting paid, unless three dif-
ferent bond issues fail. 

The contract that the school
board approved unanimously
would pay DLR $120,000 for
work completed, if USD 373 de-
cides to give up on passing a
bond issue following a failure or
if the district decides to use an-
other architectural firm to com-
plete the bond work. 

The $120,000 would serve as
compensation for the community
meetings the group organized,
the work it did with the district
in planning for the bond and
eventually the marketing effort
it will put forward to help the
bond pass. 

Should the district fail to pass
bond issue on three attempts,
the group would wave its fee. 

District inks
big deal with
design firm
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Cynthia Sutcliffe feeds one of the feral cats caught on Friday night as part of the trap, neuter release/return
program through Caring Hands Humane Society.

It might be harder
than herding cats. 

For the past two
years, the Caring Hands
Humane Society of New-
ton has been operating a
trap, neuter, release/re-
turn program. 

They take feral cats,
trap them humanely,
bring them to a building
out back at the society,
feed and supply water to

them, spay or neuter
them and check for fe-
line leukemia.

They go to neighbor-
hoods around the city.
But last Friday took
them to a bigger chal-
lenge: an area scrap
yard with around 20
cats.

“What we’re doing
here—he’s got a large
colony of cats that need
to be fixed,” said Cyn-
thia Sutcliffe, an adop-
tion counselor with

Caring Hands TNR program
continuing to haul them in
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Events help Big
Brothers, Sisters stay

afloat - page 4

Local YMCA doesn’t
sugar coat new
program - page 3

City takes step
on $3 million
water project

The big water tank on First Street is
coming down. Probably. 

The city began moving forward with a
$3.1 million plan to remove a 78-year-old
water storage tank on the south side of
First Street by Sand Creek and replace it
with two new smaller ones. 

The event has been planned for in the
city's capitol improvement plan.

The 3.8-million-gallon tank holds water
pumped out of Newton's wells outside of
town before it's treated at the Mission
Water Plant. 

The tank, built in 1939, is showing signs
of age and an inspection showed it has sig-
nificant corrosion and is structurally
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in Prizes!

There quite possibly
has never been as
much pink in my

life as there was this past
weekend when my mom
and I hosted a baby
shower for my sister and
brother-in-law.

They’re expecting my
niece in November, and
with my sister being
much more of a girly girl
than I have ever been,
pink was the color of the
day.

Pink tablecloths. Pink
napkins. Pink gift bags.
And, of course, pink cup-
cakes.

I scoured the Internet
for a recipe that looked
promising and found one
that ended up being the
perfect shade of baby pas-
tel pink and was super
delicious, especially be-
cause it included an
amazing strawberry but-
tercream frosting.

The recipe I used was
from “Little Sweet Baker”
by Lily Ernst. You can
find it at https://www.lit-
tlesweetbaker.com/2014/0
5/01/pink-velvet-cup-
cakes-with-strawberry-
buttercream/. Unlike
usual, I didn’t feel com-
pelled to double the
vanilla. Ernst and I must

be kindred spirits, be-
cause she included a per-
fect amount.

Pink Velvet
Cupcakes with
Strawberry
Buttercream

Cupcakes Ingredients
1 cup butter, melted
2 cups sugar
2 eggs
1/2 cup sour cream
1-1/2 cups milk
1 tablespoon and 1 tea-

spoon vanilla
2-1/3 cups flour
1 teaspoon baking pow-

der
1/2 teaspoon baking

soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
pink food coloring (or

red, used carefully)

Buttercream Ingredi-
ents

1 cup strawberries,
pureed (fresh or thawed
frozen berries)

1 cup butter, softened
5 cups powdered sugar

(plus more, if necessary;
have an extra bag on
hand)

Directions
Put the pureed straw-

berries into a small pot
and simmer on medium-
low for 10 to 20 minutes,

stirring often, until it re-
duces by about half. Re-
move it from heat and let
is cool completely.

Preheat the oven to 350
degrees. Prep two cupcake
tins with liners and set
aside. (This should make
at least 24 cupcakes.)

Cream the butter and
sugar with a mixer until

it’s light and fluffy. Beat
in the eggs, sour cream,
milk and vanilla.

Beat in several drops of
the pink food coloring, let-
ting the batter get just a
shade darker than what
you’ll want the final prod-
uct to be. If you’re using
red, very carefully add the
color to stay in the pink

range.
Dump in the flour, bak-

ing powder, baking soda,
and salt and beat until
smooth.

Fill the liners three-
quarters of the way with
batter. Bake for 25 min-
utes or until a toothpick
inserted in the center
comes out clean.

Let the cupcakes cool
completely.

Start the buttercream
once your strawberry
puree is at room tempera-
ture.

Beat the butter in a
bowl until it’s light and
fluffy. Beat in the straw-
berry puree (this will look
slightly like a crime
scene. Don’t panic. It will
look much better once the
sugar gets in there).

Beat in the sugar a lit-
tle at a time until you
reach the consistency you
want. It should be able to
mostly keep its shape
with stiff peaks.

Use a piping bag, a zi-
plock with a hole cut out
of the corner or a good,
old-fashioned spoon to
frost cooled cupcakes.

Store in an airtight con-
tainer, refrigerate
overnight and serve.

These were amazing
cupcakes, especially after
sitting in the refrigerator
overnight. The butter-
cream got rave reviews at
the shower, and it was
perfectly pink without
any need for food coloring,
which I really liked. 

I had leftover frosting
and used it on a chocolate
cake, and it was amazing,
too, so I’d highly recom-
mend just the frosting for
a variety of applications,
if you’re looking for a good
recipe.

And, based on the
amount of pink at the
shower, we all better hope
the sonogram technician
was right about us being
able to expect a niece and
not a nephew in a few
months, or there will be a
lot of returns in my sis-
ter’s future.

Either way, I’m sure
the new kiddo won’t mind
pink cupcakes once
they’re a bit older. I think
I’ll join my sister in eating
cupcakes for two in the
meantime.

Lindsey Young is a co-
owner of Newton Now and

is a graduate of Bethel
College in North Newton.

Cupcakes will leave you tickled pink

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Pink velvet cupcakes with strawberry buttercream frosting is perfect for
any event where pink is the color of choice.

Meth, knife, attempted car theft lead to arrest at Days Inn 

Newton Police arrested a
man for aggravated robbery
after he lunged at another
man with a knife while trying
to steal a car. 

Newton Police Lt. Scott Pow-
ell said at around 2:30 a.m.
Aug. 19, a 36-year-old man ar-
rived at the Days Inn, 105
Manchester Ave, planning on
getting a room and going to
sleep. 

In the hotel parking lot, he
reported that he was ap-
proached from behind by an-
other man, who asked if he
could get a ride.

Powell said the traveler re-
fused. That's when the person
asking for a ride attempted to

steal the vehi-
cle. 

“The man
pulls out a
knife and says,
‘Then give me
your car,’” Pow-
ell said. 

The traveler
reported that
the man lunged at him with
the knife. The traveler backed
up and ran away into the lobby
of the Days Inn and called po-
lice.

Police responded and arrived
as the suspect in the case also
entered the lobby. 

“The suspect came in but
didn't do anything,” Powell
said. “Our guys were there
pretty fast.”

Powell said police arrested

the suspect identified by the
victim in the case. 

The suspect's name is
Michael Kysar, 30. 

Powell said he was arrested
on charges of aggravated rob-
bery, as well as possession of
methamphetamine. Powell
said Kysar had a small
amount of the substance on
him, but police suspect he was
under the influence of the drug
at the time of the robbery. 

Police do not think Kysar
was local but traveling
through, as he had a Missouri
driver’s license.

“We don't think he's a New-
ton guy,” Powell said. “It's not
like we have a serial robber. It
was a random guy passing
through. It's kind of hard to
prevent those sorts of crimes.”
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Kysar

Estes attending town hall, ice cream
social in Newton

Congressman Ron Estes,
who represents Newton and
the Fourth District in the U.S.
House of Representatives, will
be in town twice in the follow-
ing week. 

He will hold a town hall
from 4 to 5 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 24, at the Newton Public
Library, 720 Oak St. 

That appearance is part of a
listening tour that will have
him holding town hall meet-
ings in Sedgwick, Butler and
Sumner Counties as well that
day. 

Estes sent a representative,
Dalton Glasscock, in July to
the library to talk with con-

stituents. At that event, a
good percentage of the 15 or so
people who showed up spoke
about being unhappy with the
Republican Health Care Re-
placement Plan that Estes
supported, which later failed
in the U.S. Senate. 

Five days after his upcom-
ing town hall meeting, Estes
will return to Newton for the
annual Harvey County Repub-
lican Ice Cream Social at 6:30
p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 29, in
Athletic Park. 

That event will also feature
an appearance from Lt. Gover-
nor Jeff Colyer, who will re-
place Governor Sam Brown
back and is also running for
election as governor in 2018.

NEWTON NOW STAFF



The topic of prediabetes
is one that hits home with
Becky Tuttle. While get-
ting a yearly checkup
with his doctor, her hus-
band Patrick Tuttle was
diagnosed with the dis-
ease. 

While people who are
at risk have options, with
Becky being a Greater
Wichita YMCA branch
manager, Patrick took ad-
vantage of the diabetes
prevention program in
the organization and
turned things around.

“He was a little over-
weight but not what you
would consider obese,”
Becky said. “Having a
family history of it and
seeing his family being
insulin dependent, it was
really an eye-opener for
him. He enrolled in the
program, and during the
course of the 16-week
core, he lost almost 50
pounds. I am really ex-
cited to say that when he
went to the class until
now, he has been able to
get out of that disease
state. He is no longer pre-
diabetic, which is great.
But even better is he did-
n’t become diabetic. He
knows how to eat health-
ier, he knows how to be
more physically active
and he has really has
taken control of his
lifestyle.”

Prediabetes is a condi-
tion that happens when
blood sugar levels become
higher than normal but
aren’t yet high enough to
be considered type-2 dia-
betes. The program at the
YMCA is a two-part plan
meant to help people
make lifestyle changes in

order to stave off the im-
pending onset of the
chronic disease.

Starting on Sept. 14,
the Newton YMCA will
offer the program for any-
one who qualifies.

The program is not a
boot camp. It is not an ex-
ercise course or a crash
diet plan. It is simply a
classroom-type experi-
ence in a small group,
teaching people how to
eat healthier and be more
physically active. It is a
course meant to give peo-
ple the tools to take a
proactive approach to
their health that is less
expensive and more effec-
tive than medicine. 

“It is not just a pro-
gram where somebody
says, ‘This is what you
need to eat,’ or, ‘This is

what you need to do to be
physically active,’” Becky
said. “They are actually
kind of working through
the process together so
they can figure it out on
their own. And those
skills they can utilize
throughout their daily
lives.”

The overall goal is for
participants to see a five
to seven percent drop in
body weight. Its main
focus is managing fat in-
take and learning how to
be more physically active. 

The first part to the
plan is called The Core. It
is a 16-week period that
has the group meet once a
week. The second part is
the Maintenance Group.
After completing The
Core, the group meets
once a month. 

Making lifestyle
changes can be a daunt-
ing task. Going at it alone
can be a task that is too
much for many people to
handle. One of the biggest
assets to this program is
the group support that is
offered in the classes.
Having a group means
you have more ideas in
how to approach the chal-
lenges. It provides ac-
countability. And it
means you get to succeed
as a group.

“The thing about the
program that I think peo-
ple really enjoy is that
they are celebrating their
group success together,”
Becky said. “And when
individuals within the
group struggle, they are
also able to provide sup-
port for that. We all have

different times in our
lives when it is not as
easy to be as physically
active as we want to or
eat as healthy as we
should. Sometimes just
having other people offer
suggestions of how they
do it or how they manage

those incidents can be
helpful.”

The program is avail-
able to anyone who quali-
fies. Anyone who is
interested can contact the
program director, Debbie
Cruz, at (316) 219-9622
ext. 5566. 

The school board ap-
proved the contract for
services with DLR at
Monday's school board
meeting.

Should the bond pass,
the fees will come out of
the cut DLR will get from
the $61 million bond
issue. 

On the marketing front,
DLR has helped design
the mailers and hand bills
the school district will be
distributing as part of an
information campaign for
the bond issue. 

The first mailers, pres-
ent at the meeting, do not
expressly recommend vot-
ing for the bond issue but
list attributes of the bond
issue printed in color next
to pictures of smiling stu-
dents. 

They state that approv-
ing the bond issue will
cost an owner of a
$100,000 home $8.08 a
month, or $96.96 a year.
The mailer lists that the
bond would increase the
mill levy by a total 8.43
mills. That estimate has
inched down in recent
months from previous
numbers discussed at
board meetings. 

The first mailers should

be coming to community
members’ mailboxes soon. 

Questions about the
mailers were directed to
Administrative Assistant
Joni Jantz. Jantz said the
district plans to put out
the first mailers in the
coming weeks to the total
district. The district will
pay for the printing and
mailing of the fliers.
Those fliers will be direct
mailed to every household
in the Newton zip code, as
well as to other zip codes
that have patrons in the
district. 

Jantz said she didn't
yet have a number for the
amount of mailers the dis-
trict was providing, how-
ever she did say that in
the Newton zip code there
were more than 9,000 ad-
dresses. Mailers would
likely go to North Newton,
as well as parts of rural
Harvey County, to hit all
district patrons. 

Jantz also said she did
not have an exact cost for
the first batch of mailers,
as the district was still
waiting for an invoice
from Guerrilla Marketing
of Newton for the job. 

Drew Hansen of Guer-
rilla Marketing said direct
mailing usually runs be-
tween 16.3 and 17.5 cents
a piece, making the postal
bill at least $1,575 for the
Newton zip code. 

That mailer should be
the first of what appears
to be five information dis-
seminations, each dedi-
cated to different topics
about the bond issue, such
as tax questions, the Wal-
ton renovation, and high
school projects, before the
November bond election. 

The tentative dates
were presented to the
board in a list outlining
the information cam-
paign. There will also be
speaking engagements on
the bond issue as well as
two potential community
meetings about the issue,
one on Sept. 17 and one
on Oct. 1. Postcards will
be distributed reminding
people to vote, and teach-
ers will have postcards to
hand out during confer-
ences. 

The list also has refer-
ence to a phone tree to be
put in place on Election
Day, reminding people to
vote. 

ETC. 
Newton will now be an

Adidas school. At the
school board meeting, Su-
perintendent Deb Hamm
mentioned that the school
district signed an exclu-
sivity contract with Adi-
das. 

The Newton High
School passed on 1,000 or
so laptops to its high

school students for its
one-to-one program.
Hamm said it took two
hours to distribute the
computers.

The board approved the
district selling old sports
uniforms.
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Diabetes prevention program comes to Newton Y
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Greater Wichita YMCA Branch Director Becky Tuttle stands at the YMCA in Newton. 



If a giant peanut on
wheels is your thing, drive
down to Wal-Mart on
Thursday, Aug. 24.

The Planters NUTmo-
bile will be in town and at
the box store from noon
and 5 p.m., giving away
tins of peanuts.

The Newton location
confirmed the informa-
tion, first published by the
Wichita Eagle.

The NUTmobile, basi-
cally what appears to be a
large van with an exterior
fashioned in the shape of
a legume, will be making
stops throughout area
Wal-Marts over four
weeks, including Newton,
El Dorado, Derby and Au-
gusta, to promote the
Planters peanut brand.

Also of note, the Eagle
reported that the Oscar
Mayer Weinermobile will
be in Wichita from Aug.
24 through Aug. 27 at
participating Dillons
stores in Wichita.

If your bucket list in-
cludes taking pictures
with vehicles fashioned to
look like food items, this
should be a big week for
you.

Songs playing in the
background during the
Saturday afternoon re-
gatta in Sand Creek
should have included the
theme to “Titanic,” since
at least a couple of the
boats sank.

It was all in good fun,
and a portion of the regis-
tration fees from the
Cardboard Regatta will be
donated to Kansas Big
Brothers Big Sisters serv-
ing Harvey and Butler
Counties, said Paula
Smith, development asso-
ciate.

For the regatta, teams
had an hour and a half to
build their boats, which
were to carry one team
member each. At around
1:30 p.m. that afternoon,
teams lined up in Athletic
Park, taking part in a pa-
rade starting near a small
park building, going north
along Sand Creek, across
Fifth Street bridge and
then south on the creek
trail to the Fourth Street
boat ramp.

Each team took turns,
racing against time in-
stead of each other, with
Adam Strunk with New-
ton Now taking first place
with the fastest time.
However, Newton Now
was eliminated from win-
ning because they were
an event sponsor.

The first boat in the
water sank, while most
others didn’t. Participants
used cardboard and two
pool noodles to float their
boats.

Teams spent time in
the shade on Saturday af-
ternoon, laughing, paint-
ing and instructing each
other as to how to build
their boats.

One of those teams was
the Bank of the West
team, Bank of Da Bears.
Their team strategy was
simple.

“Cross our fingers and
pray,” joked Brianna Con-
naghan, a bank employee.
Actually, they built for
tactical performance in-
stead of for looks.

Connaghan and her
husband, Patrick, brought
their children, who helped
out.

“I’m on the Bigs board,
and my sitter called at the
last minute, but it’s been
fun for the kids,” she said,
while standing in the
shaded heat.

While they worked on
their boat, a boy stopped
by and asked who was
going to win.

“We are,” said Tess
Osner, also a banker at
BOTW.

Another team, com-
prised of family members
Elizabeth Spielman,
Hazel Spielman, Jennifer
Spielman and Neal Spiel-
man, portrayed Emojis.

“I know we’re going to
lose, but it’s fun,” Jennifer
said. “It’s exciting fun. I’m
glad I did [take part].”

One of the teams, Make
Harvey, had people
dressed as Vikings and a
sail on their boat.

When teams walked
their boats past the
judges—Kansas State
Rep. Tim Hodge, Chad
Gay, Rod Kreie, Loni
Jensen and Tom Baal-
mann Jr.—at least one of
the team members jok-
ingly offered the judges a
$1 bill.

“A dollar?” one judge
joked. “That’s all ya got?
Really?”

One team member,
Thomas Hawk, found the
event to be great fun.

“Exciting, super excit-
ing,” Hawk said, right
after he raced, about how
he felt about the event. “I
didn’t know if it was going
to sink. It kept rocking.”

Greg Hanson with B&B
Lumber was the event or-
ganizer.

Another event, which
was before the regatta,
was the Big Brothers’

Duck Derby. People
adopted rubber ducks to
be placed in the creek,
and prizes were awarded
to the people whose ducks
finished well in the race.
Winners were first place,
Gloria Arellano; second
place, Emily Nichols; and
third place, Rose Knott.
The yellow rubber duckies
raced south until the cur-
rent or wind sent some
north. There were people
in canoes there to guide
them back south.

“People at the park con-
tinued to adopt ducks
right up until the Railers
football team dumped the
ducks into Sand Creek,”
Smith said.

Proceeds from the derby
go toward Big Brothers.
Although Big Brothers
didn't have the numbers
tabulated as of Tuesday,
she had an estimate of
how much was raised.

“My numbers are say-
ing we raised nearly
$9,000 from sponsors and
duck adopters,” Smith
said. “This event also
gave us an opportunity to
raise awareness about the
need in Harvey County
for more ‘Bigs’ mentors,”
Smith said. “Anyone in-
terested in learning more
can call 316-283-0070.”

Winners
Winners during the re-

gatta included:
• Fastest Time:
Boat Name: Violet
Captain: Thomas Hawk
• Most Spectacular

Sinking:
Boat Name: Dah Boat
Captain: Therese “Tess”

Osner
• Best Team Concept:

Boat Name: The Mis-
take

Captain: Tim Collins
• Best Design:
Boat Name: There’s

Row Place Like Home
Captain: Stacey Musser
• Other Participants:
Boat Name: The New-

tonian
Captain: Adam Strunk
Boat Name: The Nauti-

cal Newtonian
Captain: Shaun Rhoads
Boat Name: Soggy Bot-

tom
Captain: Mary Kauf-

man
Boat Name: S.S. Malibu
Captain: Jennifer Spiel-

man
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Staying afloat: Duck Derby, Cardboard Regatta help raise money for Big Brothers
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Newton High School football players prepare to dump the yellow
rubber duckies off the Fifth Street bridge on Saturday.
Right: People cheer as Mary Kaufman brings her team’s boat to shore.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Elizabeth Spielman has a great time trying to navigate her boat on Sat-
urday during the Cardboard Regatta.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Mark Glade cheers on one of the
boaters Saturday during the Card-
board Regatta on Sand Creek in
Newton.

Nuts on wheels will be out at Wal-Mart on Thursday
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

PLANTERS PEANUTS
The NUTmobile will be at Wal-Mart in Newton from noon to 5 p.m. on
Thursday, Aug. 24, giving away tins of peanuts.



Hayrack rides, cook-
outs, climbing walls,
bounce houses, scavenger
hunts and corn hole toss:

That's a lot of activities
for a child to accomplish
in one day, but that's

what will be available at a
Children's Day event that
First Mennonite Church is
holding Sunday, Aug. 27.

A release from the
church said that such
events help bring enthusi-
asm to the congregation
and that children are an

important thing to cele-
brate. 

The day will kick off
with a worship service at
10 a.m., followed by lunch,
and then games and activ-
ities at the church, 429 E
1st St.

That's where kids will

get a chance to enjoy the
bounce house, climbing
wall, and festival activi-
ties. 

In the evening, the cele-
bration will continue at
3910 N. Spencer Road,
with a cookout, music and
hayrack rides. The event

is open and free of charge. 
First Mennonite

Church, 139 years old,
held early youth activities,
helped found Bethel Col-

lege and hired a youth
pastor as early as 1969.
Its held similar celebra-
tions of children through-
out the years.
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Forever Loved Memorials
Our companion animals create lasting bonds with us in 

many ways. These bonds are not forgotten 
if our beloved pet passes away.

We are skilled and dedicated to 
cherishing the dignity of your 

animal at all times. Private 
cremations are performed 

one at a time, to ensure the 
utmost respect is given 

to your pet.

1400 S.E. 3   | Newton, KS | 67114 | 316.283.0839rd

Forever Loved Memorials provides funds for medical care, public education, 
adoption promotion, housing, daily care & rehabilitation of homeless animals
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First Mennonite Church opening doors for Children's Day celebration
FOR NEWTON NOW

Weekday Bible School starts 93rd year this school year
Newton Weekday Bible

School once again will
provide release time in
coordination with New-
ton public schools. Bible
School will take place for
all elementary students
in first through fourth
grades, including Walton,
and for fifth and sixth
graders at Santa Fe.

Once a week during
students' lunch/recess pe-
riod, volunteers will es-
cort students to and from
a nearby church, return-
ing them to finish their
school day. As students

eat their lunches, they'll
listen and learn from
age-appropriate Bible
lessons, scripture and
music.

Volunteers are made
up from a variety of
Bible-believing churches.
They fill out informa-
tional applications in-
cluding faith statements
and experiences working
with children. References
and legal background
checks are run on all vol-
unteers in order to pro-
vide a safe environment
for all students and
adults in the program.

Churches and volun-

teers working to support
Newton Weekday Bible
School (Release Time)
have been working with
the public school system
in Newton since its in-
ception in 1924. This or-
ganization supports the
public school system to
encourage teachers in
providing successful sec-
ular education. It is their
aim to assist teachers
and parents by providing
students, who volunteer
to attend, reinforcement
of Christian ethics and
beliefs in a student's day-
to-day life.

Newton Weekday Bible

School enrolled students
who wish to attend the
program during the
school year, at the Meet
Your Teacher/Back to
School Night on Aug. 16.
A parent's permission
and contact information
must be obtained for a
student to be enrolled
and escorted to and from
the church/school build-
ing. 

There was a table and
volunteers wearing blue
NWBS T-shirts who were
happy to answer ques-
tions and help parents
with enrolling their chil-
dren in this program.

FOR NEWTON NOW
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Icould hear the person laugh
nearby. I turned at them,
sweaty, angry and waving a

piece of plastic. 
Last Sunday, I tried to get in my

car in a local parking lot. 
I did an action we all have done

thousands of times and take for
granted. I opened the car door. 

But this time the door didn't
come with the car handle. 

The handle didn't break. It just
came clean off. I stood there look-
ing at it, as you all looked at the
sun this week. I stared in amaze-
ment at the extraordinary event. 

When I finally came to my
senses in the parking lot, I heard
the laugh and was hit with a spell
of embarrassment. I opened the
passenger door, shimmied over the
shifter and got in the driver's seat
still holding that stupid handle. 

That's where the person found
the humor, I guess. I don't blame
them. 

Before I start bashing my faith-
ful steed of a vehicle, I will say it's
been a good car. It came at an af-
fordable price, gets decent gas
mileage, doesn't break down very
often and has gotten me where I
need to go. 

Sure, it throws off hubcaps like
it's playing a game of Frisbee. Its
muffler is prone for some reason to
falling apart. It's got the horse-
power of a three-legged donkey.
But it's mine. 

Upon getting home, I parked my
car in the driveway and got out.
The door then promptly shut. 

I had to go through the whole
process of crawling around my car
to get it open again. 

I then got to work fixing the
handle. I had no idea what I was
doing.

I looked at the door and found
there to be a metal spring loaded
latch that I needed, or thought I
needed, to prop up the then slide

the door handle back in properly. 
I grabbed a screw driver, a plas-

tic coat hanger and got to work in
the heat.

Two gallons of sweat and 20
minutes later, I realized that no
mater how I used the coat hanger
to keep open the latch, I couldn't
get the handle back in. 

I could say that a lesser man
would have just given up and
taken it to a mechanic. That would
be a lie. 

A less chintzy man would have
given up and taken it to a me-
chanic. I was in no way no shape
going to pay whatever 40 dollars
100 dollars to have someone put
on a plastic door handle.

I then had an idea: use the
magic of the Internet. I searched
the old YouTube on my phone.
And, by God, there was some Pol-
ish? Russian? guy explaining how
exactly to take apart a car door on
the year, make and model of my
vehicle.

The world we live in. Like seri-
ously, it's nuts.

Over the next few minutes, I
grew to like this man in his broken
English, his disdain for plastic
manufacturing components and
his no B.S. attitude. 

Wear gloves, here, my friend
told me. 

Why would I wear gloves? This
doesn't make sense. Is it because
it's cold outside in Russia? 

A minute later, I had sliced my
finger open on a piece of hard plas-
tic and was bleeding. I should
have listened. I resolved next time
to trust my kindly teacher. He,
too, had no idea why they wouldn't
sand such parts down. 

I grew to wonder who he was.
Why did he make a video in Eng-
lish, when he spoke some sort of
eastern European language? What
did he look like? Did he have kids?
Regardless, wherever Yuri is, he's
a solid dude. 

Together with my digital guide,
I took apart a car door. I fixed the
handle. I put the door back to-
gether. Usually I suck with me-
chanics. I'm not like my dad or my
brother. But this one time, it
worked. I was master of the ma-
chine. 

With my handy phone and
YouTube, I would no longer be like
those lesser men who have to get
someone to work on their car.

The process literally took only a
flathead screwdriver. I took out
two screws. I unplugged some
things. I learned how a slim jim
works after disengaging a lock pin. 

Still, I expected a parade.
Inside, and covered in sweat, I

told my girlfriend of my glorious
achievement. That's good, she told
me, saying that it probably would
have cost me money at the me-
chanic. 

Heck yeah, it would have,
thought I. And that was that.
Who’s laughing now, random park-
ing lot stranger? Actually, proba-
bly anyone who has seen me in the
last week open my car door with a
look of awe, marveling at my own
technological prowess. It's the lit-
tle things, people.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor for Newton Now. He can be

reached at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Break your door handle, so you
can fix it like a mechanical savant

Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

Government can be like
patching up holes in fences

Something I learned this past
three-day weekend (at least
for me and my boyfriend,

Steve) is Steve is great at planning
and packing for trips.

We both took off from work on
Monday so we could drive to Ne-
braska and see the eclipse in its to-
tality. I'm so glad we did. The last
such eclipse I remember was in
1979. I lived in Manhattan, and I
recall it getting colder outside
when it happened, which it did a
little during this one. When the to-
tality happened in Nebraska, a
nice, cool wind blew from the
south.

We were by a town with the
name “Fair” in it in Nebraska on
country road, surrounded by soy-
bean fields. Steve wanted to be
able to see the 360-degree sunset
when the eclipse happened, which
we did. If we were surrounded by
the tall, lush cornstalks of Ne-
braska, we might not have seen it.
They tower pretty high.

So Steve had a portable toilet for
my convenience in case there were
people around, toilet paper, left-
overs from the previous night's din-
ner in case all the restaurants
along the way were packed, snacks,
his guitar in case he wanted to play
it in the country and some other
things.

He had planned on us leaving
around 9 a.m., I think, in time to
see it. However, after hearing how
congested the traffic would be
(which it was), we wanted to leave
at 6 a.m. He kept telling me if I
woke up at 6, I could sleep in the
car. I woke up at 6:08 a.m. and did
sleep in the car. Steve drove. He
had awakened at about 5 a.m., and

I think he packed the car the night
before, except for the coolers of
food. He even popped three bags of
popcorn to take along. We both love
popcorn.

Since I was a single mom for
many years, I got used to doing
everything myself. It's nice to have
Steve around to do things.

We took off shortly after I woke
up, since once I'm awake, I pretty
much can hit the ground running.
Steve even made coffee for both of
us. I had my giant Debbie Mumm
snowman coffee mug and my dog,
Astrid, and I was set.

We just got on Interstate 135
and headed for Cornhusker land.
We stopped once to get gas, but for
the life of me, I can't recall the
name of the town. I think it was in
Nebraska. After arriving at Road
P, where we planned to set up, I
asked Steve if we could go to a
town where I could use the rest-
room. He faked being flabber-
gasted, saying he brought a toilet. I
really didn't want to use it unless I
had to, which I didn't. Neither did
Steve. It was nice to know it was
there, however.

So, I sat in my vehicle while
Steve rested. I wrote an article

that's in this week's paper, while
enjoying there being no one else
around in the middle of Nebraska.
Astrid settled in and took a nap. I
got the story done by the time the
eclipse started.

Steve also ordered some special
eclipse glasses, so we could see the
progress of the moon moving across
the sun. We had two extra glasses.
Steve got quite excited. We took
selfies and photos of each other.
When the totality happened, Steve
and I yelled and jumped around.
We could look at it with our naked
eyes. It was so spectacular. There
really are no words to describe how
awesome it was.

It got darker when that hap-
pened, but not as dark as I thought
it would. The 360-degree sunset
was beautiful. 

I sent photos to people I knew,
and so did Steve. It sounds like we
really were lucky missing all that
traffic in the morning and then not
having cloud cover during the
eclipse. It was quite a spiritual ex-
perience. 

I hope Steve and I get to see it
seven years when it happens again,
and I think the totality will happen
in Texas, but I'm not positive.

There were so many people out-
side Monday, watching and wait-
ing. It was so amazing. I've never
seen anything like it in my life, and
I hope to again.

Thanks, Steve, for suggesting
this and doing all that work. It was
perfect.

Wendy Nugent is the features edi-
tor at Newton Now. She can be

reached at 316-281-7899 or
wendy@harveycountynow.com.

Eclipse a spectacular event Monday

To be fair, we're all for evaluating any idea if it
means developing the Kansas Logistics Park at this
point. The city has sunk a ton of resources and public
debt in developing the large-scale industrial location
in hopes of bringing jobs and revenue to Newton.

However, let's talk about the plans in a more acces-
sible public forum. 

Covering a government is sometimes like keeping a
goat in a pen. You watch and patch most of the holes,
but they always find a new one. 

This week, following a tidbit given during a city
commission candidate debate, we reported and
learned that the city has talked about giving away
chunks of the Kansas Logistics Park, as long as devel-
opers can provide buildings and jobs on the property. 

Again, we have no problem with the idea. Commis-
sioner Glen Davis brought it up, and he's doing some
out-of-the-box thinking, and that's sometimes a good
thing. 

However, we go to all the city meetings held every
other Tuesday. We go to all the city work sessions,
usually held before the meetings. It was news to us
and others present at the debate, however, when
Davis said the commission discussed the Logistics
Park idea and outlined a general plan for moving for-
ward with it. That plan included conversations with
city staff. 

None of that happened at any of the meetings we
were at. Upon further inquiry, we found out that the
discussions occurred mostly at a 7:30 a.m. city com-
mission agenda planning session.

The commission holds these sessions with certain
staff members to come up with an agenda for the next
meeting. These meetings are technically public but
don't have agendas submitted beforehand. They are
there to set the agenda for the public meeting. 

There were no minutes kept for the discussion that
happened. There was no public discussion at the Tues-
day regular meeting held about the Kansas Logistics
Park. 

We get it: sometimes issues come up in conversa-
tion. But think of regular city citizens. If they want to
follow their government, they need to go to the bi-
monthly commission meetings. OK. 

That's four or so hours a month. But now, to get the
real debate, they need to go to the hour- or two-hour-
long work sessions before the regular meetings. OK,
that takes the total up to at least six hours. 

The work sessions at least have agendas so people
can see beforehand the issues to be discussed.

And now we're seeing more city business that the
public has a right to know about going on at the
agenda-less, minute-less early Thursday meeting. So
add those 7:30 a.m. meetings to the list. 

So if you have eight to 10 hours to spare each
month, you can keep up with the city commission as a
regular citizen. That is assuming all the conversations
happen during public meetings and not at local coffee
joints, restaurants or social gatherings.

And that is assuming all the conversations happen-
ing happen in public session and not behind the veil of
executive sessions.

What we're trying to say here is meetings need to
have agendas if the commission discusses matters of
public interest. And matters of public interest should
be discussed at regular public meetings.

Had Davis not mentioned the plan in debate, the
first we could be hearing about it is following an exec-
utive session when the city announces a plan to move
forward with giving away a chunk of the park. 

The public should at least have a chance for input
on the idea, since it was their money that was in-
vested and debt on the park taxpayers are still paying. 

We bring this up because this has been a pattern. A
month ago we found out a local hotelier was trying to
get the city to let him run the Meridian Center. 

He made his case at one of these agenda meetings. 
We found out about that because city staff had at

least kept minutes in that situation, and we noticed
the commission approved minutes for an additional
meeting we didn't remember attending. 

And more than a year ago, those planning sessions
played a key role in the staff shake ups that came to
head with the firing of former City Manager Randy
Riggs and later other staff members. 

Long story short, we're not raging out about this be-
cause we get it on occasion. Issues come up and acci-
dents happen. But in the pursuit of transparency,
we're asking commissioners to please knock off their
early morning discussions and agreements on large
city issues at meetings where no minutes are kept and
no agendas are released for it. 

It doesn't serve the public good, and it makes gov-
ernment more opaque to the average citizen and diffi-
cult to hold accountable for those of us who follow it.
Believe us, from sitting through all the work sessions
and regular meetings, we know the commission has
more than enough time to discuss city issues during
far more accessible times.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

Grant to enhance emotion learning cirriculum
Community Playschool, Inc., has been awarded a

grant from the Central Kansas Kids FUNd, which is
funded with proceeds from the L. Marie Haun Charita-
ble Fund for Children. These dollars will be used to en-
hance our “Learning About Emotions” curriculum by
allowing us to purchase new equipment and to secure
some professional training for our teachers.

As a preschool, we deal with children and their emo-
tions on a daily basis. We work to help them negotiate
and accept their feelings as their own and to recognize
how their emotions shape relationships with those
around them.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the or-
ganizations mentioned above and the Central Kansas
Community Foundation for providing this gift to us.
Thanks also to all those of you who donate to make in-
vestments in the future of our community through char-
itable giving.

Jeanette Leary, 
Director of Community Playschool, Inc.

United States has embraced the enemy
How has it come to be that a militia of Neo Nazis,

armed to the teeth, could openly march through our
cities' streets? This is where the NRA has delivered us.
And our Congress, our Congress, forged the laws that
allowed this to happen! We, the United States of Amer-
ica, have embraced the enemy.

Beth Vannatta, 
Halstead

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

WENDY’S WORDS

WENDY NUGENT
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As summer has begun wind-
ing down, I have been
thinking back on the many

joys of summer while I was grow-
ing up and while my husband,
Ted, and I were raising our fam-
ily. We enjoyed those summers
with our children, although the
children thought it went way too
fast! The picnics, the little league
softball and baseball games,
which required planning to get
evening meals in when two or
three of them had games on the
same evening, and after the
scheduled games were completed,
a week-long trip together.

My hometown’s school district
in Illinois did not have a kinder-
garten program yet in 1940, and
first grade was my first all-year
school experience. The summer
vacation from school after that
year seemed to go on forever, and
I loved it! To my disappointment,
the summers never were as long
after that one.

My town (Winchester) was a few
miles from the Illinois River and
just north of the Mississippi so
summers were hot and very
humid. Ninety-five-percent hu-
midity was common, with 95-de-
gree temperature. 

There were no organized little
league teams. We made our own
fun and played our own games
with friends: Monopoly and board
games (with homemade lemonade)
with friends on afternoons, hide
and seek, tap the icebox and other
running games with several kids
together in the evenings. We
played outside until dark and
when we came inside, we plopped
down on the floor in front of the
electric fan to cool.  

Winchester didn’t have a swim-
ming pool until I was grown. Two
or three times a week my mother
or my aunt would take my cousin,
sister and friends to the city pool
in Jacksonville, 15 miles away. I
learned to swim on my own, dog
paddle style. I didn’t learn specific
swim strokes until I took swim-
ming lessons at the Newton city
pool in a class for adults while my
children were taking swim les-
sons. All three of our children and
I developed a lifelong love of
swimming

Bicycling around town was a big
part of summer for me as a child.

At the beginning of WWII, my fa-
ther purchased a bicycle to ride to
his office to save gasoline. I was
seven, and I was determined to
ride that bicycle, a full-sized men’s
model. I had to roll it up to a high
step in order to get onto it, and I
had to pedal standing up because
I couldn’t sit on the seat. Conse-
quently, I had many falls, and I
was never without at least one
skinned knee.

I took over the bicycle from my
dad, and I rode this bicycle until I
was in the sixth grade, when new
bicycles finally became available
after the war. My sister and I each
received a bicycle the Christmas
of 1945, shiny blue and white
girls’ model Schwinns.

A friend of my parents sold
equipment to restaurants. My sis-
ter and I were delighted when he
came to visit and brought us a
commercial Hobart milk shake
mixer (just like the one at the
drug store soda fountain!) The fol-
lowing summer, sister Janice and
I decided to have a milk shake
stand.

We set up the “enticing” spot
with lawn chairs in the yard,
opened the windows to the base-
ment so that the record player in
recreation room, turned up full
blast, could enhance the setting
with music The record we played
over and over most often was “The
Woody Woodpecker Song.” (dri-
ving our mother crazy!) One
evening, a friend of our family
called us and ordered 10 milk-
shakes for his bank employees’
break time the next morning. We
said we would begin delivering
them at 10 a.m. Whew! A massive
order for us!

We could only produce two milk
shakes at a time. When two were
ready, I would take off with them
in my bicycle basket to head for

the bank while Janice made the
next two. After five bike trips, we
had filled the order, and Mr.
Dugan paid us 50 cents for each
one! (We were charging only 25
cents for them at our “spa,” com-
plete with the Woody Woodpecker
song!)

For a week every summer, my
sister and I visited my father’s sis-
ters, who lived in southern Illi-
nois. There were five of them and
none of them had children, so we
were indulged and treated royally.

During the week, we took turns
staying with each aunt and her
husband. Our favorite was Aunt
Annie. She and her husband lived
on a farm. At that time, the Rural
Electrification Act had not taken
affect in southern Illinois, and we
loved the kerosene lanterns and
lamps.

Food was kept cool in the ice
box cooled by ice, food was cooked
and baked on a wood-fired stove,
water was obtained for every-
thing, from drinking water to
bathing, by pumping it from the
well.

Aunt Annie let us listen in on
the party phone line if we were
very quiet while listening. Then
there was the outhouse, supplied
with catalogs for paper! (Not as
much fun.)

Janice and I took our baths in a
washtub in the yard each evening
(and the water was always black
after our day of playing on the
farm). We shelled the chickens’
corn with a hand-cranked piece of
equipment, which shelled one ear
of corn at a time.

I loved getting to gather the
eggs (Janice didn’t, after an old
cranky hen pecked her) and Uncle
Lawrence taught me how to milk
their cow. I was probably eight
that summer when he let me go
out in the alfalfa field with several
neighbors and himself to pitch the
cut hay onto the horse-drawn
wagon. It was hot, and when the
men took off their shirts, I shed
mine also. Nothing was said, but
the men were looking away and
chuckling.  

I always feel a little sad at the
last of August as summer ends.
Then I revive when our beautiful
Kansas autumn days take over.

Sue Ice is a Newton resident.

Summer joys remembered as season winds down

Weigh in

Eclipse viewing, other
things get mixed with hate

So, this sort of big thing hap-
pened this week: The sun all
but disappeared for a mo-

ment. 
For roughly two minutes, the

moon swept between the Earth
and sun, casting a shadow on a
path of “totality” that stretched
across the entire continental
United States. 

It came, it went, and everything
returned back to whatever it is we
now consider normal. 

But there are a few interesting
observations that can be made
from what has been built up as a
once-in-a-lifetime event. 

The first thing that struck me
was the way in which this astro-
nomical occurrence brought people
together. Barely a week before, the
country seemed to be exceedingly
divided. There was violence and
unrest in Charlottesville between
white supremacists and counter
protesters that spilled over into the
following week. But in the days
leading up to the eclipse, all eyes
moved skyward. Millions of people
migrated to areas of totality in the
hopes that they’d share in some-
thing rare and special, and which
had a bigger meaning than the
day-to-day normalcy of their lives. 

It’s both heartening and dis-
heartening, because it shows that
we can set aside differences and
share in something American, yet
we too often won’t. Maybe, though,
it’s a start. Maybe it’s a chance to
consider what other shared goals

we might aspire toward. In this in-
stance, a lot of people wanted to
see a celestial oddity, but there
must be something else we could
all likewise believe in and be a part
of.

Additionally, I found it interest-
ing that few people questioned the
science or math behind the predic-
tion of the eclipse, which was un-
wavering and spot on, by the way.
It’s a calculation, drawn from what
science knows about the Earth, the
sun, the moon, and their respective
relationships to one another. 

No one—save a handful of loony,
flat-earther conspiracists—ques-
tioned whether the eclipse would
happen, why it would happen, or
even when it would happen. Sci-
ence told us it would happen and
where we could best see it. Our
only questions seemed to be
whether the clouds would get in
the way and where we could get
those special glasses so we could
stare into the sun without reper-
cussions. 

Aside from the eclipse, however,
it seems that people aren’t so eager
to believe in what science tells us.
We question climate change and
its cause, even though its modeling
is based on the same sort of sound
scientific reasoning and formulas
that allowed us all to plan our
Monday around this eclipse that
could only be predicted by applying
our previous knowledge of the
solar system. 

That leads me to the think that
we tend to wholeheartedly believe
in science when it suits us—when
it means we get to have a little fun
or when it’s medically applied to
our benefit. But when it tells us
that we might have done some-
thing damaging, that we might
have to alter our lifestyle a bit or
start thinking a little more cre-
atively about how we power our
lives, science is an alternative fact
that we’d rather not believe in. 

Yet it’s funny, because we still
bought those glasses so we
wouldn’t burn our eyeballs by star-
ing into the sun—which we knew
exactly when to do, thanks to sci-
ence.

Jason Probst serves the 102nd
District in the Kansas House of

Representatives. He writes his col-
umn for Kansas Publishing Ven-
tures newspapers after serving as

an editor and writer at the
Hutchinson News the last 15 years.

He can be reached at thatguyin-
hutch@gmail.com.

Eclipse brings togetherness, faith in science

GLIDING ON ICE

SUE ICE

THAT GUY FROM HUTCH

JASON PROBST

Working tirelessly on a Monday afternoon, I
found myself taking a break to check out
NASA's live feed of the total eclipse. 

For those who know me, they know that I can't really
stand being on Facebook. I keep it for purposes like this,
and for our business, which does disseminate informa-
tion on social platforms. 

As I got on NASA's live feed, I was overwhelmed by
political posts, religious posts, and a lot of anger. 

Watching the coverage and enjoying the feed, I kept
glancing, unable to tear my eyes away from the vitriol
online and thinking if we can't just enjoy a natural phe-
nomenon such as a total eclipse without bickering at
each other, will we ever stop bickering at each other?  

It stunk, and I would be lying if I didn't say the back
and forth didn't
take away from
the coverage and
enjoyment of the
event. 

We have always
been divided as a
nation. We aren't
a melting pot like
many will tell you
but more like a
Cobb salad, mixed
together but sepa-
rate people and
opinions all stuck together. 

Social media has made this worse. It has been a great
way to connect with people, but with all great things, it
only takes time for it to be ruined by trolls. 

Recently, I was telling friends about an experience I
had with social media. There is this wonderfully nice
person I haven gotten to know recently. She is funny,
very kind, and has a smile on her face nearly every time
I see her. 

She "friended" me on Facebook, and I accepted. 
What I saw over the next few weeks was all the hate

in her heart. She has a completely different personality
in person than the one I saw online. 

This made me sad. 
I had this great image of a person I really liked, and

now that is gone and muddled with this ugly person she
appears to be online. 

As with the live feed of the eclipse, I wanted to enjoy
this really unique experience, but it got messed up with
all the hate. 

The point of this story is to enjoy life. Turn off your
social media, and try and interact with people in person.
Be nice to each other. 

Two parties in government, differences in religion,
and all sorts of other things that divide us existed be-
fore, but only now have they allowed us to scream at
each other through a screen. 

Stop doing that. Smile, be nice, and remember that
we all got along a lot better not that long ago. 

Joey Young is publisher of Newton Now.

PUBLISHER

JOEY YOUNG

Clocks and politics
In my home, I have a number of old time analog pen-

dulum clocks. I think they provide a valuable analog
analogy for the political events that are going on at this
time here in America.

As events unfold and the "Alt-Right" and "Ctrl-Left"
extremists try to hijack politics in America, try to keep
the following in mind.

With every one of my pendulum clocks, there is, of
course, a pendulum. The clocks must either be wound or
else the weights set in the right position and then the
pendulum must be set swinging to and fro.

The important part of a pendulum is that it swings to
and fro the proper distance and at the proper speed,
thus "regulating" the clock and keeping correct time.

If the pendulum swings only to the extreme right, the
clock will not keep time and thus doesn't work properly.

If the pendulum swings only to the extreme left, the
clock will not keep time and thus doesn't work properly.

And if the pendulum stays hanging only dead bang in
the center, the clock will not keep time and thus doesn't
work properly.

The pendulum needs to swing a little to the left and a
little to the right, a little to the left and a little to the
right. In doing that, it keeps accurate time.

If I don't keep my clock cleaned, oiled and well main-
tained, it doesn't work correctly.

If my clock stops because I didn't wind it or set the
weights, it doesn't work correctly.

If my pendulum swings only to the extreme right or
extreme left or if it hangs only in the center, it doesn't
work correctly.

And neither will my life or my politics.
If I do keep everything working in a well-kept and

timely manner, then I know I can trust my clock to be
accurate.

So if my clock stops because I didn't wind it or set the
weights or my clock is leaned too far to the left or right
so the pendulum doesn't swing properly, I clean my
clock and wind it up or reset the weights and then be
sure to make sure the pendulum is swinging like it
should.

I try to always keep this in mind for my life, including
my politics.

Kevin Henderson, 
Halstead

Say what?

Hating people be-
cause of their skin is
wrong. And it doesn’t
matter which color
does the hating. It is
just plain wrong.

Muhammed Ali
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Newton and met in high
school, has gone through
rough patches in their
marriage is quite the un-
derstatement. In addition
to having Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder, Giles
also has severe bi-polar,
Type 1, where he has ups
and downs with more
mania. His PTSD symp-
toms include anger, anxi-
ety, depression, hyper
vigilance and suicidal
thoughts. Giles doesn't
like dark places, and the
family can't take the
same route home. It's a
special kind of hell that
only people with mental
illness know. Giles has
nightmares and flash-
backs, even though he
went to Iraq in 2005-06.
PTSD and nightmares
don't just go away.

However, Tina and
Justin didn't know for
years he had PTSD. The
military wasn't very help-
ful on that front, telling
Justin he might have
some bad dreams, but
“don't worry; those will go
away,” Tina said the mili-
tary said. However, after
Giles left the military, he
spent the next six years
with “horrible PTSD sys-
tems.”

“I didn't know I was
self-medicating,” he said.
“I didn't know I was med-
icating anything. I came
home, and I didn't know I
was broken. In the middle
of the night, I'd grab
[Tina] and yell, 'Incom-
ing.'”

There are a lot of peo-
ple out there with PTSD.

“A lot of people with
PTSD do a lot of partying,
and the civilian world
calls that self-medicat-
ing,” Giles said. “They're
just trying to escape all
the messed-up feelings
they're having. It's usu-
ally regret and things
you've seen.”

During his time in the
military, Giles said he
was trained in a variety
of duties, including being
a nuclear biological chem-

ical specialist.
“In Iraq, I had a 50-cal-

ibre sniper rifle in a
watch tower guarding the
north entry control point
at LSA Anaconda,” he
said. “That's what I did
there.”

In addition, he said he
searched civilian Iraqis
and their vehicles. Giles,
who was in Iraq from
2005-06, said they called
LSA Anaconda “Mortari-
taville” because it was
bombed so much. Also in
Iraq, he rode in a Black-
hawk helicopter.

Before going to Iraq,
Giles was in the 82nd Air-
borne Division his first
three years.

“Then I got out of the
military because I met a
beautiful woman named
Tina and wanted to
marry her,” he said.

That was around the
time 9-11 happened, and
he almost got what he
called “stop-lossed,”
which means he might
not have gotten to leave
the Army at that time.
The newlyweds lived in
Elbing at the time, and
Tina got pregnant.

“I knew I wasn't mak-
ing enough money for a
family,” Giles said. “I
went back in knowing full
well I was going to war.
There was a part of me
that wanted to go to
Iraq.”

That's because the first
time he was in the mili-
tary, he was trained but
wasn't able to use that
knowledge and skill in a
war situation.

“It was a no-brainer for
me to go back in the mili-
tary, and it was pretty
cool because me and Tina
got to spend our first year
of marriage in Germany,”
he said.

This was in Kitzengen,
Germany. From there,
they moved to Kentucky,
and by that time, they
had a daughter, and Giles
was in the 101st Air-
borne. They bought a
house quickly, and “I left
for Iraq,” Giles said.
“That's where I got the
PTSD.”

Returning home, Giles

wasn't the only one who
returned. He brought the
war home with him, as
anyone in his boots would
do.

“You're back from Iraq,
and you don't know you
got hurt there real bad,”
he said. “You don't know
you have PTSD. You don't
know you're messed up.”

He said that back then,
they weren't tracking
PTSD as well as they are
now, and there's also the
stigma.

“It's more of you don't
want to let people know
you're messed up,” Giles
said.

Giles' bipolar didn't
rear its head until after
he returned from the war,
since the first manic
episode they can identify
was in 2011, Tina said.

“When you mix to-
gether PTSD and bipolar,
you have a pretty potent
cocktail of mental ill-
ness,” Giles said.

After finally finding out
what was wrong after
several years, there were
more battles. For in-
stance, the medical pro-
fession medicates
differently for bipolar
than they do for PTSD.
Some bipolar medications

can make PTSD worse
and vice-versa.

“It took a while to get
the correct diagnosis,”
Tina said.

“You feel like a guinea
pig,” Giles added, saying
the VA doesn't provide
benefits for bi-polar and
that it took years to get
the help they needed from
them.

That help followed
Giles' mental illnesses
kicking in following the
Sandy Hook shooting.
That kicked off his hyper-
vigilance, and at one
point, they sold or gave
away everything.

“I was in a panic state,”
Giles said. “I thought war
was coming to the United
States.”

Giles told his wife he
was leaving with or with-
out her, so she decided to
go. They drove to the
Florida Keys.

“I stopped every Sun-
day and every Wednesday
to warn churches war was
coming,” he said.

He said that's PTSD
and bi-polar mania in full
swing “at its best,” and
they took their four kids
and a van.

“It sounds horrible, and
it was awesome at the

same time,” Giles said.
“Tina was working
nights, and I was falling
apart, and then Tina's
dad, toward the end of
the two months, got us a
place near the VA in Wi-
chita.”

When the VA realized
they basically were home-
less and had mental ill-
ness, they got help almost
right away. In addition,
the Wounded Warrior of-
fice also helped out. Giles
said he thought Wounded
Warrior wasn't for people
with PTSD, and he found
out differently.

Their marriage was on
the rocks, too. They refer
to the family as having
mental illness because it
affects the whole family.
Now, the Giles couple has
five kids, with another on
the way.

“What we didn't find in
the VA and what we did-
n't know we needed at the
time was family support,”
Giles said. “It changed
the way that Tina inter-
acted with me, because
she was able to learn
about the illnesses and
so, like, the resources she
got and support she got
from other people going
through the same thing,”

he said about the NAMI
Mid-Kansas Newton
group in Newton for those
connected to someone
with mental illness. “I
don't know what they do
there. I'm not allowed.
She comes back feeling
supported—like she's not
the only one.”

Giles said Tina comes
back with stories.

“I'm glad we're not that
bad,” Giles said, laugh-
ing, regarding some of the
stories she hears. 

In addition to attending
NAMI Mid-Kansas meet-
ings, Tina also took some
classes offered by NAMI
in Wichita. Classes of-
fered include NAMI
Homefront, which is a
“free, six-session educa-
tional program for fami-
lies, caregivers and
friends of military service
members and vets with
mental-health condi-
tions,” according to a
NAMI pamphlet; NAMI
Provider Education;
NAMI Peer-to-Peer; and
NAMI in Our Own Voice.

The support group in
Newton, which meets at 7
p.m. the third Thursday
of the month at First
Mennonite Church, 429
E. First St., is a peer-led
support group for loved
ones, family members
and caregivers of people
with mental illness.

Although Giles hasn't
been there, another place
that helps people with
mental illness, in addi-
tion to Prairie View, is
Caring Place in the New-
ton train station. Every
year, Caring Place gets a
$40,000 grant from the
state and has been since
the 1980s, Gibson said.

“Caring Place is an or-
ganization for people who
identify as consumers of
mental health services,”
the Caring Place Face-
book page stated.

Giles also gets help
from an old tome.

“I take a lot of my guid-
ance from the Bible 'cause
there's really a lot of good
stuff in there,” Giles said.
“That has kept me
grounded through all the
chaos.”

GILES
From Page 1
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Justin Giles, left, talks to his wife, Tina, recently at Mojo's Coffee Bar in North Newton. 

were willing to come to New-
ton and look at our industrial
park that's been sitting empty
for 10 years and offer them
maybe 40 acres out there to
develop free of charge with
some stipulations. They've got
to develop it within three to
five years and produce a cer-
tain amount of jobs. If this
doesn't happen, we'll get the
land back."

Davis said it was time to try
out-of-the-box ideas with the
park.

Following the response,
candidate Ron Eggert, who
regularly attends city com-
mission meetings, said such
an idea was news to him.

In responding to the same
question Davis faced, Com-
missioner and candidate
Leroy Koehn appeared to try
to walk back Davis' state-
ment, saying that what Davis
discussed was a possibility.

He said the action would
have to have hard claw backs
requiring a certain amount of
jobs in a certain amount of
time. He also said that he
would want to try to make
sure local developers would be
looked at for the deal.

Koehn later said that it was
an idea and that something
had to be done with the park.
He said that development the
commission thought would
come hadn't materialized with
the park and the city was at
the point of throwing things
against the wall to see if they
stick. Koehn said the city had-
n't officially agreed on moving
forward with such a plan.

Davis and Koehn said the
idea and discussion came up
in an agenda planning meet-
ing. The meetings are held on
Thursdays before commission
meetings at 7:30 a.m. and are
usually meant simply for
planning agendas at the com-
ing Tuesday evening meeting.
Agendas are rarely submitted
for the planning meetings, as
there are not usually items of
action to be discussed.

“There wasn't full agree-
ment,” Mayor Barth Hague
said of the topic at the plan-
ning meeting. “Davis had one
particular developer in mind
who had been approaching
him about the idea. I sure
wouldn't be in favor of one de-
veloper.”

Hague said he'd be open to
allowing multiple developers
in on the process.

“I think the idea itself isn't

a bad one. I don't think it's a
be all end all in marketing the
Logistics Park,” he said.

Newton Now contacted local
developer Stan Brodhagan
after the debate. Brodhagan
said he had been speaking to
commission members about
such an idea, but he wasn't
interested in the land person-
ally. He said, on his side, he
was working with a developer
who could be interested in
doing something at the Logis-
tics Park, but they weren't
from Newton. 

If this idea and topic will be
discussed during the next reg-
ular city meeting will depend
on how the city's next agenda
planning session goes. Those
meetings are open to the pub-
lic as well and take place at
City Hall. The next one is
scheduled for 7:30 a.m. on
Thursday, Sept. 7.

City Manager Bob Myers
said there are other ideas
about how to develop the
park, such as a request for
proposals from developers to
build a "spec" building on
open land at the park.

Myers said that the city
regularly sees requests from
industries looking for space
and already-constructed
buildings.

The Garner Report, which
the Harvey County Economic
Development Council recently
commissioned to study the at-
tractiveness of the county to
industry, pointed out the lack
of pre-constructed space avail-
able for industry. It also sug-
gested finding a developer to
build a large general-use
building to be available,
should a company wish to re-
locate to the park.

Myers said he's had conver-
sations about the idea with
Kelly Bergeron, director of
community planning and de-
velopment, as well as HCEDC
director Beth Shelton. Follow-
ing those conversations,
Myers said he believes there
was already a model for a
spec building that would be
attractive to potential busi-
nesses. He said it would have
high roofs, unfinished floors
and lots of space.

That would make the build-
ing general enough for a busi-
ness to adapt it to the
businesses needs.

Myers said the city would
give land to the developer
with the best plan for the spec
building. Myers said the pos-
sibility of free land might pro-
vide an extra incentive for
developers to attempt the spec
building project.

CITY
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Caring Hands. She
added that the cats are
passing illnesses to
each other. “If we min-
imize the colony, we
can manage the ill-
nesses.”

At around 8 p.m. or
so, Sutcliffe and at
least two volunteers,
Tiaunna Weber and
Shirley Boese, had
caught around 20 cats
of varying ages and
colors. There was a
mama cat they caught,
but she was nursing,
so they let her go. It
didn’t look like they
were done, because
they had more traps
out, too.

The group goes to
various locations in
Newton, capturing
feral cats.

“We do it once a
month typically within
Newton,” Sutcliffe
said, adding they go in
a 12-block radius, pass
out fliers and talk to
residents, all the while
looking for feral cats.
“They call me the cat
crazy lady,” she said
laughing.

“We also vaccinate
them,” she said. “Typi-
cally, we’re just mov-
ing from one location
to another in a struc-
tured formation. This
is just one of the big-
ger places we’ve gone
to trap.”

She said the biggest
problem they face is
the community in
Newton not being
aware of what they do
and confusing them
with another group.

Keeping the cats
from repopulating
saves humans a lot of

time and energy.
“If we’re spaying

and neutering them,
it’s going to help keep
new ones from coming
to the shelter,” Sut-
cliffe said.

The cats they’ve cap-
tured are returned to
their homes, usually
by the end of the week.

“We don’t have a lot
of options for feral cats
at the shelter,” she
said. “Our facility’s
just not set up to take
care of them properly.”

Caring Hands keeps
the feral cats in a sep-
arate building from
the other animals be-
cause of a fear of them
possibly spreading ill-
nesses.

From the sounds of
it, the program doesn’t
need more cats, but
they do need more
helpers.

“We’re really low on
volunteers,” Sutcliffe
said.

One volunteer

talked about a learn-
ing curve.“It’s been a
learning process to
learn when we catch

the most cats,” Weber
said. “The schedule—
it’s adjustable. We’re
always open to ideas.”

CATS
From Page 1
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This is one of the at least 20 feral cats trapped Friday night at a rural Harvey County scrap yard.

said the officer found
two cylindrical objects
that the department
believed to be impro-
vised explosive de-
vices.

According to the de-
partment, K-15 was
shut down from Dutch

Avenue south to NE
72nd Street.

Kofoed said the Wi-
chita Police Depart-
ment Bomb Unit had
to come and diffuse
the devices.

Kofoed declined to
go into the specifics of
them, saying they
were assembled from a
number of compo-
nents, were not fire-

works and that the de-
partment believes the
devices had explosives
in them.

“They were handed
over to the ATF [Alco-
hol, Tobacco and
Firearms],” he said.

According to the de-
partment, Irsik was
arrested on pending
charges of criminal
possession of explo-

sives and booked in
the Harvey County
Jail. Bond for Irsik
was set at $5,000.

An ATF agent inter-
viewed Irsik. Kofoed
said the suspect wasn’t
speaking about the in-
cident.

The Harvey County
Attorney’s office will
be responsible for fil-
ing formal charges.

TRAFFIC
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Cynthia Sutcliffe covers one of the traps that contains a feral
cat on Friday night at a rural Harvey County scrap yard.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

OBITUARIES

Thursday, Aug. 24
1 p.m.—Wii Bowling, Grand Central
4 p.m.—Ron Estes Town Hall meeting at Newton

Public Library
6:30 p.m.—Newton Toastmaster Meeting. Newton

Recreation Commission.
7 p.m.—Meeting of the Harvey County Maker Club

Friday, Aug. 25
6 p.m.—Friday Night Games. Grand Central.

Saturday, Aug. 26
All Day—United Way softball tournament
8 a.m. to noon—Harvey County Farmers Market.

Parking lot between 6th and Main.
5:30 p.m.—Meals on Wheels convert in the Park,

Sixth and Oak Street
8 a.m. NHS Varsity Volleyball AVCTL preseason

tournament at Hutchinson Salthawk Activity Center 

Sunday, Aug. 27
3 p.m.—Discussion and signing with author Ben

Goosen, Kauffman Museum
10 a.m.-evening—First Mennonite Church Children’s

Day, First and Muse St.

Monday, Aug. 28
9 a.m.—Harvey County Commission Meeting, Harvey

County Building
11:45 a.m.—Friendship Meals. Call (316) 283-2222 for

reservation. Monday through Friday at Grand Central.
3 p.m.—NHS Girls Varsity Golf invitational at Derby

Country Club
4 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Newton Public

Library.
7 p.m.—Beginners Square Dance Class. Grand Cen-

tral.

Tuesday, Aug. 29
10:30 a.m.—Bingo. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert.

Newton Rec. Center.
1 p.m.—Craft Handwork. Grand Central.
3 to 5:30 p.m.—Harvey County Farmers Market.

Parking lot between 6th and Main.
3:30 p.m.—Open Tech Help. Newton Public Library.
5 p.m.—Volleyball triangular at Newton High School 
7 p.m.—Round Dance. Grand Central.
6:30 p.m.—Boys Soccer against McPherson at Fischer

Field
6:30 p.m.—Republican Ice Cream Social, Athletic

Park

Wednesday, Aug. 30
1 p.m.—Cards/Games. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool for Women. Donation of $1

per week. Grand Central.
3:30 p.m.—Master Builders. Newton Public Library.

To submit events for the community calendar,
contact Adam Strunk at 
adam@harveycountynow.com. 

Arrest made in theft
of 2,500 painkillers,
police looking
for more suspects

The Hesston Police
Department made one
arrest and is executing
more search warrants,
following a pharmacy
burglary early Thursday
morning.

Hesston Police Chief
Doug Schroeder said
that police arrested a
suspect in the crime
that officers saw fleeing
the scene around 1 a.m.
Thursday when re-
sponding to a burglary
report at the Hesston
Health Mart.

Schroeder said officers
pulled the vehicle over,
searched it and found
enough evidence to
make an arrest.

Schroeder said 2,500
pills of opioids, includ-
ing percocet, hyr-
docodone, oxycodone,
loratab, morphine as
well as fentanyl patches
were reported stolen
from the pharmacy.

He declined to say if
they recovered all the
drugs, as the investiga-
tion is pending. He also
declined to officially

name the person ar-
rested, saying no formal
charges have yet been
filed, though he believed
they would be.

Harvey County Book-
ing logs listed Lamireon
Robinson as being ar-
rested on Thursday on
pending charges of bur-
glary of a non-dwelling.
His arrest was the only
one that day listed as
coming from the Hes-
ston Police Department.

Schroeder said there
are other suspects in the
case and the investiga-
tion is ongoing. No other
arrests have been made
though the office is con-
tinuing to work with
search warrants.

He also said his office
was coordinating with
other agencies whose
communities have expe-
rienced similar crimes.

Schroeder said the
pills had a replacement
value of $9,038. The
street value of such
drugs would likely be far
higher.

Newton and North
Newton Police officers
as well as both commu-
nities’ drug dogs as-
sisted in the
investigation.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Jacalyn “Jackie” Jean Anderson, 85, of
Hesston, passed away Monday, Aug. 14,
2017. 

She was born July 13, 1932, in Randolph,
the daughter of Leslie Dewey and Ada Alice
(Sweany) Anderson. She lived in Randolph
until she was married and then moved to
Cleburne. In 1960, Jim and Jackie moved
north of Olsburg to farm. They resided
there until they moved to Hesston in 2007.

Jackie graduated from Randolph High
School in 1950 and then worked as a legal secretary for
Richard C. Wells and John Brookens until 1960. She
was a church pianist and organist for 57 years in Ran-
dolph, Cleburne and Olsburg. In addition to being an
active farm wife, milking cows, tending chickens and
making meals, she was also very active in EHU (FCE)
and UMW (United Methodist Women) for many years. 

Jackie has been a lifetime member of the United
Methodist Church. She loved being with her family,
playing cards, doing crossword puzzles, reading and
playing the piano.

Jackie married James (Jim) Cleo Ander-
son on Sept. 6, 1953. He survives. Other
survivors include two children, Larry
(Kim) Anderson of Olsburg and Patty
(Shane) Meier of Newton; four grandchil-
dren, Mark Meier of Lawrence, Alex Meier
of Lawrence, Bobbi Anderson of Manhat-
tan and Jessy Poetzsch of Germany; and
two sisters-in-law, Phyllis Anderson of
Topeka and Bernie Anderson of Topeka. 

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents and three brothers, Leslie (Keith) Anderson,
Lester Dale (Muggs) Anderson (Lois) and Clayton
Allen (Bill) Anderson. 

Funeral service was on Friday, Aug. 18, at Hesston
United Methodist Church with Pastor Keith Schadel
presiding. Graveside committal was on Friday at the
Olsburg Cemetery in Olsburg.

In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to Amer-
ican Diabetes Association or Hesston United
Methodist Church in care of Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton.

JACALYN ANDERSON

Carmago turns 90

Friends and family will have an open house for
Rosie Carmago, who will celebrate her 90th birthday
on Sunday, Sept. 3, from 2 to 5 p.m. The event will be
at the American Legion. 

Those who know her are encouraged to attend.

FOR NEWTON NOW

Tokyo offers sushi, hibachi entrees

Tokyo, a sushi bar and
hibachi grill that opened
in May, is just the first of
several such restaurants
owner Lee Zhang has
planned for Kansas.

Carmen Zeng, who
manages the restaurant,
said Zhang picked New-
ton as his first location in
the state because it did-
n't have a Japanese
restaurant. The native of
Fujian Province, China,
owns more than 20
restaurants under the
Sakura and Tokyo name
in the Sooner State. Most
of the Oklahoma restau-
rants have hibachi grills
in the dining area. At the
Newton restaurant, the
hibachi is in the kitchen
area.

Business hasn't been
brisk so far, but Zeng ex-
pects that to pick up soon
because the restaurant
has obtained a beer and
wine license. Of course,
sake will be on the wine
list.

"It's OK because it's
still new," she said. "A
lot of customers don't
know we're open yet."

Zeng said local cus-
tomers have ordered a lot

more hibachi entrees
than sushi. Options in-
clude steak, chicken,
shrimp, salmon, scallops
and lobster.

Neo Dong prepares
three dozen varieties of
specialty rolls along with
a wide variety of basic
ones, like the California
roll. A smaller variety of
sashimi, which he said
was made of raw fish, is
available. All sushi and
sashimi are made to
order.

Dong couldn't recom-

mend a particular roll,
and he doesn't eat sushi
nearly as often as he did
when he began preparing
Japanese cuisine seven
years ago.

"I started when I was
17," he said. "I worked in
New York City, Texas,
Chicago, places like
that."

Zeng said the restau-
rant brought in fresh
fish—salmon, tuna, red
snapper and eel—every
week from a distributor
in Dallas. The rice used

for the sushi rolls comes
from a Japanese com-
pany.

Eight Tokyo employees
came from Oklahoma to
work at the Newton loca-
tion, Zeng said. Zhang
found the rental space
that used to house Beck's
Burger Garage online,
and it took staff three
weeks to get ready before
the opening.

The restaurant is open
seven days a week, and
take-out menus are
available.

BY BLAKE SPURNEY
NEWTON NOW STAFF
sports@harveycountynow.com

BLAKE SPURNEY/NEWTON NOW
Sushi chef Neo Dong prepares a roll for a customer at Tokyo.

Aug. 17
Arrests: 
Patrick Moore, 30,

Newton, domestic bat-
tery, 100 Blk N Duncan

Joe Torres, 30, New-
ton, warrant, 100 Blk E
Eighth St

Gary Dubose, 57, New-
ton, driving with invalid
license, 1200 Blk N
Main St. 

Aug. 16
Arrests: 
Cody Goodall, 25,

McPherson, warrant,
1100 Blk W Woodside

St.
Ryan Maupin, 37,

Owasso, Okla., warrant,
100 Blk E Eighth St

Timothy Liversay, 33,
Newton, domestic bat-
tery, 200 Blk Springlake
Drive

Criminal calls:
Criminal damage, 100

Blk W Fifth St

Aug. 15
Arrests: 
Don Gaskill, 38, New-

ton, theft of
property/services, 1700
Blk S Kansas

Justin Klein, 29,
Newton, possession of
narcotics, possession of
paraphernalia, 600 Blk
Medical Center Drive

Cecil Petrie, 51, New-
ton, driving with invalid
license, 1500 Blk E Sec-
ond St

Criminal calls:
Burglary, motor vehi-

cle, 2300 Blk Old 81
Highway, Newton

Aug. 14
Arrests:
Derrick Hulse, 33,

Newton, driving with in-

valid license, 200 Blk N
Poplar

Kera Wilson, 28, New-
ton, probation violation,
1400 Blk SE 14th St

Leon Manuel, 40,
Newton, warrant, 900
Blk Loomis St. Winfield

Jose Vasquez, 29,
Lyons, distribution of
narcotic, 600 Blk W
Fifth St. 

Mark Vasquez, 21,
Lyons, distribute nar-
cotic, 600 Blk W Fifth

Criminal calls:
Larceny, 400 Blk N

Poplar

Play-Mor Lanes under new ownership

Play-Mor Lanes has changed
hands but will stay open. 

Jack and Danella Schmidt pur-
chased the bowling alley, 105
Washington Road, from Chad Jones
and his family who previously ran
the alley as well as remodeled the
alley's snack bar and turned it into
the Tin Pin Bar and Grill. 

Schmidt said that her husband
has worked at Play-Mor for 18
years and had an interest in the
alley. 

“He lives for it,” she said. “We are
basically going to take over the
business and run it. We didn't want
to see the alley close, as it's been a
mainstay in the community for
many years.”

Danella said they're going to con-
tinue leagues at the alley as well as
cosmic bowling on Friday and Sat-
urday nights.

She said the snack bar will con-

tinue to serve beer and the hand-
pressed burgers it gained a follow-
ing for but would no longer be
called the Tin Pin. 

“There's a few items we've taken

off the menu that weren't big sell-
ers,” she said. 

For now, the alley will run on
scaled back hours, but Schmidt said
once the couple has it on its feet
and running, they hope to have it
open for every night of the week. 

She said it will be open Thursday
through Monday. 

On Thursday, it will be open
from 5 to 10 p.m. and on Fridays,
from 3 to 11 p.m. She said she's still
getting the Saturday schedule fig-
ured out, but it will be open into the
evening. The alley will be open
Sunday afternoon and evenings as
well, though Schmidt didn't have
times yet. 

“We're kind of on scale back
hours, but we will have lunch for
sure on Mondays,” she said. “Our
goal is to eventually be back open
every day of the week.”

Schmidt said those with ques-
tions should contact Play-Mor's
Facebook page or call the alley at
316-804-7900. That's its new num-
ber.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Jon Adkins prepares to bowl during a Big
Brothers Big Sisters event in March at Play-
Mor Lanes.



The City of Newton
needs to know if it will
have Harvey County com-
mitment when planning a
remodel of the police sta-
tion, which the county
owns. 

But the county needs to
know the cost of that com-
mitment before coming to a
decision. 

“In order to have us get
anything more precise,
we'd need an architect to
look at this,” Commis-
sioner Chip Westfall said.
“We need a ball park num-
ber. “

Such was the back and
forth between the city and
the county commissioners,
who met in a joint meeting
Tuesday night. 

That was the gist of the
group’s discussion on re-
models as both commis-
sions came together to talk
about the issue. After dis-
cussion about the remod-
els, the commissions came
to a verbal agreement to
hire an architect to come
up with more concrete
numbers about the cost of
the remodel. 

The two phase plan, esti-
mated at around $3 million
in total, was approved by
the Newton Community
Commission on Police Fa-

cilities as a way of meeting
law enforcement needs,
such as space and security,
for the Newton Police De-
partment.

Some of the plan’s work,
such as a new HVAC sys-
tem and the replacement of
windows and carpet at the
existing law enforcement
center would have the
county pitching in.

The plan would also in-
clude the county sharing
some of the costs for re-
modeling a building it
owns at 129 E Seventh to
allow for more space in the
existing law enforcement
center. Finally, in the fu-
ture, an outdoor gun range
and training facility could
be constructed, something
the city would have the
county also contribute to,
according to the plan, if the
county would share that
facility.

“One of the things I like
about this plan is we have
some joint space for the
drug task force,” City Man-
ager Bob Myers said.
“We're in a period where I
don't have a crystal ball to
see what the City of New-
ton will look like in 10 to
15 years in population.

To move conversation
forward at the meeting,
Mayor Barth Hague asked
the room if they were in
agreement get the city to
have an architect draw up
plans for a remodel. Mem-
bers of the county commis-
sion gave agreement to the
idea, and now the city will
move forward with the
process. An agreement will
have to be drawn up be-
tween the county and the
city for how they share
paying for the architect.

After numbers are more
exact, the city and the
county will be able to have
a concrete negotiation
about the upcoming plan
and who will pay what.

A big question mark in
the whole process is if the
entities will have to pay to
remove lead from the in-
door shooting range and
how much that will cost. 

Westfall suggested that
if the county and city do
come to an agreement in
the remodel they should
require yearly walk-
throughs of the shared law
enforcement center and
work toward more regular
maintenance by both gov-
erning bodies.
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FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Call 620-947-5702 or or email: 
natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Truck 
Drivers

needed for custom 
harvesting. 

CDL required. 

Will help right person 
get CDL. 

316-284-1663
Russ in Canton, KS

PRODUCTION HELP WANTED
MONDAY-FRIDAY

1st shift    8:00am  -  4:00pm
2nd shift   4:00pm  -  12:00am
3rd shift  12:00am  -  8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

TCT Wireless in Hillsboro, KS is hiring an 
Assistant Manager

for their new retail location. Responsible for 
sales of cellular plans and devices. Fully paid 
health, vision, dental insurance and generous 

401K match. M-F 9:30 to 6:30. 
Apply online at www.tctelco.net/employment. EOE

HELP WANTED
The City of Florence is now accepting applications for the
position of a maintenance worker. Applications will be re-
ceived until such time as the position is filled. The City of Flo-
rence is an E.O.E. Applications are available at City Hall,
511 N. Main, Florence, KS 66851. The successful candidate
should be able to start work for the City of Florence as soon
as possible. 
Education: A high school diploma or GED is required. This
position requires a valid Kansas Drivers License, along with
a CDL.
Technical Skills: A working knowledge of equipment main-
tenance and repairs, plumbing, and mathematics is required.
The employee must be able to operate hand tools, trucks,
backhoes, loaders, air hammers, air compressors, and other
departmental equipment. The ability to judge distances, to
follow directions and interpret maps, reports and written in-
structions, and manuals is required. A thorough knowledge
of safety procedures, sewer and water line installation and
maintenance. The ability to understand and anticipate prob-
lems, to follow safety procedures and policies and be effec-
tive in public relation, oral and written communication skills. 

Independence, Respect and
Dignity since 1899

Bethesda Home in 
Goessel, KS currently has a
Full-time position available

for a MDS Coordinator.

If interested please fill out an 
application on line at:

www.bethesdahome.org or contact
Bethesda Home at 620-367-2291.

Bethesda Home is an EOE and 
offers a competitive salary and

benefit package.

in Florence is accepting 

applications for a

clerk/cashier.

Health Insurance
401-K

Vacation

Apply in person 
at Hwy. 50

Florence, KS

Please contact Human Resources at
785-366-7213 or cweis@agritrails.com

for details about how to submit an 
application.

ATC, a growth oriented agricultural company in 
central Kansas is seeking the right candidates 

to fill two AGRONOMY OPERATOR
positions at our Tampa location.

Qualified candidates must have a good driving record, and have
the ability to receive a Class A CDL. We offer competitive wages,

an excellent benefits package and flexible work environment.  

Salem Home currently
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash
PH: 620-947-2272

Or obtain an application at:
Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

* FT Evening C.N.A.

HELP WANTED
Full-time Elevator
Operator/Mainte-

nance 
Position

Cooperative Grain and 
Supply elevator location in
Canton is looking to fill 

our office book keeping and
counter sales position. Basic

computer skills required.
Excellent benefit package.

Hiring subject to 
pre-employment drug test.

Contact Shane
Williams 

620-628-4459 
for details

1 Employment
CDL-A Drivers: FT/PT! $2000 Sign Bonus!
Excellent Pay, Weekends Off! Union Ben-
efits, No Slip Seat. Flexible Runs. 855-599-
4608. 34-2tp

Part-time church secretary. Needs pleasant
personality, office and computer skills and
proficiency in social networking. Ideal for
parent with kids in school.If interested
contact 316-772-8128.

2 Announcements

Community Info
Bible & Constitution lecture series, The
Common Law Rx for BIG GOVERNMENT,
begins Thurs. Sept. 7th @ 7pm, Bruhn
Coffee House, 216 S. Main St., Whitewater,
KS 316-621-0956. 34-1tp
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Garage Sale
SE Corner 2nd & Madison, Hillsboro. Fri-
day 8-6, Saturday 8-3. Refrigerator does
need some repair, housewares, vintage
items, feed scale, lots of denim jackets,
motorcycle leathers. 34-1tp

Services
First Steps to Success Childcare opening
soon in Hillsboro! Our mission is to pro-
vide early learning opportunities through
play that develop critical thinking and
problem solving skills. From birth to early
childhood, though our planned actives,
we help children develop skills for school
readiness and becoming lifelong learners.
For more information call 620-382-4212.
34-1tp

3 For Sale
2008 Chevy Silverado 1500, 2x4, single
cab with 83,000 miles. Very clean. Call
316-285-7074. 34-1tp

4 For Rent

Homes/Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

Large 1 Bedroom Apt. Hillsboro for 1 Re-
sponsible Adult. Partially furnished: Frig,
stove, washer, dryer, queen bed.  620-
947- 3535 leave a message. 25-tfn

Federally subsidized rental apartment
project now accepting applications for a
two-bedroom apartment. Qualified appli-
cants must be at least 62 years old or
have severe mobility impairment. EHO.
Kidron Bethel Village, 3001 Ivy Drive,
North Newton . 316-836-4859. 33-4tc

2+ bedroom house for rent with appliances,
CH/CA, located in Hillsboro. 620-245-1648.
33-2tp

2 Bedroom Country Home with Detached
2 Car Garage. Available Sept 1st. Very
Nice. 17 Miles West of Herington and 17
Miles South of Abilene. Appliances Fur-
nished. $525/Month. Deposit Required.
No Smoking. No Pets. Ph 785 823 7812
6PM to 9PM. 33-2tc

2 Bedroom Senior
Apartment

Call 620-947-2272

• Must be 55 years old 
or older

* NO Maintenance fees
* Utilities Included

• Lowest priced Satellite in town
• 24 hour emergency 

maintenance and management
services

• Located across from the 
Hospital

• Small pets welcome
• Income guidelines apply

Apply Mon-Th • 10 am-3 pm  

Clean, spacious 1 bdrm
apartments with a quiet 
patio entrance to your 

1 level apartment.

GOLDEN AGE
HOMES

has immediate openings for:

201 E. Helen St.
Herington

785-258-2510

4 For Rent

Homes/Apartments

4 For Rent

Homes/Apartments

Thank you
I want to thank the Hillsboro Fire Depart-
ment for a job well done on a hot day.
Thank you, Raymond Matz. 34-1tp

2 Announcements

Cute 2 bedroom bungalow 316-284-4202.
34-2tc

3 BR Apartment Newton 316-284-4202. 34-
2tc

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

Financial
Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS or
State in back taxes?  Our firm works to re-
duce the tax bill or zero it out completely
FAST. Call now 866-758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call 785
655 9430 or go online to Chuckhenry.com
for pricing, availability & Freight esti-
mates.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions ac-
cepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-
268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or As-
bestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your
family may be entitled to a substantial fi-
nancial award. We can help you get cash
quick! Call 24/7: 855-510-4274

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-
gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA ap-
proved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind pay-
ing your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan
Modification? Is the bank threatening fore-
closure? CALL Homeowner’s Relief Line
now for Help!  855-401-4513

Updating your bathroom does not have to
be expensive or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call 855-324-
2317 today for a free in home consultation.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-1682 (Mon-Fri
8am-9pm CT)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net.  High-Speed.  Available Anywhere!
Speeds to 25 mbps. Starting at $49.99/mo.
Call for Limited Time Price!  877-578-8005
(Mon-Fri 8am-8pm CT)

SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLE-
MENT!  FREE QUOTES from top
providers.  Excellent coverage.  Call for a
no obligation quote to see how much you
can save!  855-587-1299

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW  JULY 8-9 SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-3
TOPEKA KANSAS EXPOCENTER (19TH &
TOPEKA BLVD) INFO: (563) 927-8176
www.rkshows.com

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support after-
wards. Choose adoptive family of your
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL
& IN) (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes. Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-
283-0205 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. No
contract or commitment. We buy your ex-
isting contract up to $500! 1-800-919-3588
(MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-
800-712-9365 (MCN)

Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV. Bundle &
Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS Genie HD-
DVR. $50/month for 2 Years (with AT&T
Wireless.) Call for Other Great Offers! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card when
you sign up today - Limited time Only.
CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Stop paying too much for cable,and get
DISH today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn
more about our special offers! (MCN)

DISH NETWORK. TV for Less, Not Less
TV! FREE DVR. FREE Install (up to 6
rooms.) $49.99/mo. PLUS Hi-Speed Inter-
net - $14.95/mo (where vailable.) Call 1-
855-434-0020 (MCN)

Lower that Cell Phone Bill. Get 2 lines of
unlimited data for $100/mo. with Auto-
Pay—taxes & fees included. Video Stream-
ing & Mobile Hotspot included. Limited
offer/Restrictions Apply. Call Today and
Save. 855-549-9399 (MCN)

Newton needs to know if county can help with police station
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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SCHOOLS
‘Jurassic Perk’

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Sarah Turner of North Newton holds up her planner.  During the summer, the Bethel College student did an internship with a high-end wedding
planning company in Hawaii. 

Local student says aloha to high-end wedding planning

Oahu, Hawaii, is a
long way from North
Newton. But spending
time in the picturesque
tropic vacation location is
all in a day’s work for
Sarah Turner of North
Newton. 

“The first wedding we
worked was where they
filmed ‘Jurassic Park,’”
said the Bethel College
second-year student,
smiling, talking about
her and the other two in-
terns.

Turner said there were
no dinosaurs, only a
happy couple. 

Turner had an intern-
ship with Moana Events,
located on Oahu, Hawaii.
Turner said the company
specializes in elaborate
events and mini-corpo-
rate high-end events, fo-
cusing mostly on
destination weddings
and elopements.

Turner flew to Hawaii
on May 20, the day after
finals, and she came
home the last week of
July.

The company for which

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

BY BLAKE SPURNEY
NEWTON NOW STAFF
sports@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Sarah Turner of North Newton points to the website of the company
she did an internship for in Hawaii during the summer. See TURNER / 12

Jason Fawcett joins
Newton High School
administrative team

New Newton High School Assistant Principal Jason
Fawcett gets a happy feeling seeing students graduate
from high school, especially when some of them come
back a few years later to tell him they've earned their
college degree.

"I think it keeps you young being around the kids, it
really does," he said. "It's rewarding to help kids."

Fawcett came to Newton from Andale, where he
served as activities director and assistant principal for
seven years. 

"Sometimes you get stagnant at a school and need a
change," he said.

Fawcett and wife Mary primarily made the move to
Harvey County so his two stepchildren—Megan, 12,
and Nevin, 10—could be closer to their father. They
moved to Hesston, where the children's father also
lives.

"I would say that was the driving force behind it, ac-
tually," he said.

One of Fawcett's first tasks is trying to learn the
names of the staff members. Then he'll get to work
learning the names of more than 1,000 students. He
doesn't expect his role to be much different here than
his old school, which has about 450 students.

"I think kids are kids, but we have a bigger volume
here," he said. "There's more kids to help.

"It'll probably be a little more exciting just because
we have a lot of more kids. Anytime you get 1,000
teenagers together, excitement is going to happen."

Fawcett said his responsibilities were more spread
out here. Newton High has three other assistant prin-
cipals working with Principal Lisa Moore. At Andale,
the administration was just him and the principal.

Fawcett attended his first Newton High dance Fri-
day, and he'll be attending a lot of sporting events,
concerts and plays. At the first home game Sept. 1
against Maize, he plans on stocking up on a lot of
black and gold gear. He currently only has a couple of
Railer shirts.

"I got rid of a lot of clothing when I came here," he
said. "You acquire a lot of T-shirts and polos."

See FAWCETT / 12

BLAKE SPURNEY/NEWTON NOW
New Assistant Principal Jason Fawcett sits at his new desk at Newton
High School. Fawcett comes to Newton from Andale High School.

Win the KCAC? Coaches say
recruiting class gives Bethel hope

With an infusion of 37
new recruits, the Bethel
College coaching staff has
set its sights on winning
just the second outright
Kansas Collegiate Ath-
letic Conference football
crown in school history.

Kevin Griffin, recruit-
ing and defensive coordi-
nator for the Threshers,
said the incoming players
likely formed the most tal-
ented class Bethel has
had in 20 years. Headlin-
ing the class are Bronson
Hill, a 6-foot-4 receiver,
Braedon Starlin-Driver, a
205-pound running back,
and Adrian Palmore, a 6-
5, 240-pound tight end.
Hill and Starlin-Driver
transferred from Inde-
pendence Community Col-
lege, and Palmore
previously played at the
University of South
Florida.

Griffin said Hill
had Division I tal-
ent, and Starlin-
Driver could play
at the Division II
level. And Pal-
more already
played for a Divi-
sion 1 school in
USF.

"We want to get it done
this year," he said. "We
want to win a champi-
onship. We have a lot of
talent."

Palmore enrolled last
week after taking a wind-
ing road to end up at
Bethel. He started out at
Morgan State before
spending two years at Ari-
zona Wesleyan. He played
in one game last season
and left the team after he
was arrested in June for
credit card fraud. He
wound up at Bethel after
his attempt to transfer to
Central Oklahoma didn't
work out.

Palmore said he was
hoping to give the Thresh-
ers "a shot to see how far

we can go. I just
came to find a sec-
ond home.

"I look forward
to playing ball
again. It was a
humbling experi-
ence to go through
all of that."

Bethel, which
finished 3-7 each of the
past two seasons under
head coach Morris Lolar,
hasn't had a winning sea-
son since finishing 6-3 in
2009. The Threshers won
their lone outright KCAC
title in 1984, but they did
share the title with
Friends University in
2006 and 2007.

"We want to win it out-
right," Griffin said. "We're
not good at sharing. We
have a lot of guys who
want to eat around here,
so we're not good at shar-
ing."

Griffin said Bethel ben-
efited from a Jayhawk
Conference rule change
that eliminated a limit on
the number of out-of-state

players a team can sign. A
lot of players who previ-
ously might have gone to
junior colleges were avail-
able to NAIA programs.

One reason for the opti-
mistic outlook this year is
the type of players the
coaching staff recruited.

"We hone in on kids
who come from winning
programs," Griffin said.
"Six kids won state cham-
pionships at the highest
levels in Texas and Okla-
homa. To get six kids like
that who know how to win
on the biggest stage, they
brought a different atti-
tude into here as far as
they knew what it takes
to win."

Bethel coaches re-
cruited hard along the In-
terstate 35 corridor from
Kansas to Texas with the
idea that most players
wouldn't be too far from
home. After this past sea-
son, 25 players left the
program for various rea-
sons, including lack of

BY BLAKE SPURNEY
NEWTON NOW STAFF
sports@harveycountynow.com

Griffin

See BETHEL / 12

Former athletes honored
at commission meeting,

speak at high school

Two Newton standout athletes were in town to
speak to high schoolers as well to be honored by
the Newton City Commission. 

Janae Voelker Inman and Payton Roberts both
spoke to the New-
ton High School
volleyball team be-
fore attending
Tuesday night’s
commission meet-
ing. 

Inman gradu-
ated in 2006 as a
three-sport athlete,
winning track state
championships in javelin, shot and discuss, and
winning the Lynette Woodard High School Fe-
male Athlete of the Year in 2006 for basketball.

She went on to play and now coaches for the
Oral Roberts University womens basketball team. 

Ten years her junior, Payton Roberts followed a
similar path, serving as a standout in basketball
and track.

Roberts won three state championships in shot
put and two in discus and holds the NHS school
record in both shot and discus. 

She was named all state in basketball but went
on to compete in track at Iowa Central Commu-
nity College placing fifth in shot put in the
NJCAA national championship. She plans on
transferring to Kansas State University in the fall
on a track scholarship. 

NEWTON NOW STAFF

RobertsInman



she worked didn’t help her
find a place to stay, how-
ever.

“I had to actually do
that myself,” she said.

As luck would have it,
there’s a couple, Jim and
Trenna Davenport, who
used to reside in Newton,
who let her live with them
and their kids.

“So I was a big sister, fi-
nally,” Turner said.

Turner wanted to do
this internship because
she enjoyed wedding plan-
ning and wanted to see if
this might be a career
she’d like to pursue.

“I really enjoy wedding
planning,” she said. “My
mother is a cake decora-
tor—Brenda Turner.
Being in the wedding
scene—delivering cakes
with her—I had a passion
for the wedding industry.”

So, she took the intern-
ship to get some hands-on
experience to expand her
horizons in that industry.

“It taught me I really
enjoy the business side of
things,” she said, adding
she also learned she likes
to work more independ-
ently. “I want to continue
to be a manager and
leader in the business
world.”

She’s working on that at
Bethel, since she’s a gen-
eral business major and is
minoring in peace and so-
cial justice.

Having this internship
was “just a taste of what I
enjoy,” Turner said.

Also during the intern-
ship, she learned other
things, like commutation
skills one needs to talk to
clients.

“I feel like that’s the
most beneficial thing,” she
said, adding her college
classes and college are im-
portant, but it’s the hands-
on experience that shapes
one into what he or she
wants to do after gradua-
tion.

She also learned about
being able to think on her
feet. She said regarding
the Jurassic Park wed-

ding, she was asked to set
up the dance floor, and the
family was from Chicago
and Peru. The wedding
planners had a challenge
with the wedding because
of rain—it rains there
every day. So, because of
that, the interns learned
about the importance of
thinking on their feet and
always having a backup
plan.

“The weather controls
the event, usually,”
Turner said, adding it
rains daily on the east side
of Oahu.

Other duties the interns
had included writing and
sending proposals to mag-
azines for stories on wed-
dings they did and crafts
for items in the weddings,
which happened every
other week.

One time, a bride from
Peru had some fabric,
which they made into
place settings.

They also made style
guides after speaking with
those in the wedding
about what kind of wed-
ding they wanted. For ex-
ample, one bride wanted a
wedding that was roman-
tic, organic and whimsical,
so they placed colors for
the wedding they thought
would go with such
themes, as well as a sam-
ple of a cake, centerpieces
and flowers.

Turner said there was a
completely different at-
mosphere there, money-
wise. They did weddings
that cost from $100,000 to
$400,000 and then “people
with no budget,” Turner
said.

Sometimes when people
didn’t care how much
something cost, it made it
more difficult for the plan-
ners with too many
choices.

“It’s good to be back in
the simplicity of Kansas,”
said Turner, whose dad is
Claude Turner. “It’s al-
ways good to be back in
Kansas. Sometimes, you
miss the quiet.”

Regarding her experi-
ence with Hawaii itself,
Turner said she enjoyed
having access to the beach
and mountains, and she

liked taking the bus so she
could meet people who
lived there.

“I always enjoy the bus
system,” she said. “You’re
with the locals. The rela-
tionships you make with
people is what I enjoy
about traveling.”

One of those relation-
ships is with another in-
tern, a student from High
Point University in North
Carolina. Because they
each were learning about
Hawaii, unlike the other
intern who was from
there, they bonded and ex-
plored together.

Turner also enjoyed
having to be self-moti-
vated, independent and
self-taught during her in-
ternship. She said she’s a

talkative person in the
sense that she enjoyed
talking to brides, getting
to know their personalities
and forming relationships
with them.

“They come from all
over the world,” Turner
said. “Different back-
grounds and mindsets.”

Because of that, she was
able to get a cultural expe-
rience, and most of the
time, she didn’t meet the
brides until the week of
the wedding. Most of the
conversations were by
phone or e-mail.

Although this wasn’t a
paid internship, Turner
earned more than money.

“That’s all I wanted is
the experience, not the
money behind it,” she said.
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playing time and home-
sickness.

"Our biggest thing we
talked about was attack-
ing locally," Griffin said.
"Because those kids will
stay for four years for lo-
gistics’ sake. They're not
so far away that they're
out of touch with home."

The upperclassmen also
have shown a lot of lead-
ership since the Thresh-
ers lost four games last
year by 10 points or
fewer, Griffin said.

"That's the biggest
thing for the younger
kids, teaching them what
we want as coaches," he
said. "That's been the
biggest thing from our
first year to our second

year to now is the leader-
ship out of the seniors
and juniors.

"Our young kids right
now, they're bright-eyed
and bushy-tailed. They're
like sponges. That's the
great thing about this [re-
cruiting] class, they left
their egos at the door."

Many of the freshmen
recruits interacted on so-
cial media, where much of
the recruitment of players
takes place, before they
got to campus. Griffin
said some players re-
cruited others to come to
Bethel.

"They were like long,
lost brothers when they
got here," he said.

Four players are com-
peting to be the starting
quarterback. They are
junior JR Rhiner, sopho-
mores Dominic Webb and

Jacob Rogers and Hes-
ston freshman Zach
Esau.

"From my side, I see
four guys who are bat-
tling it out," Griffin said.
"It makes me smile know-
ing I'm not having to de-
fend against them."

Whoever wins the
starting position, he will
have four receiving tar-
gets who are 6-2 or taller.
Overall, the Threshers
will have more than a
dozen receivers compet-
ing for playing time. With
all of his experience
coaching in the junior col-
lege, Division II and
NAIA level, Griffin said
the current crop of re-
ceivers had the most tal-
ent he had ever seen. He
described Camryn Harri-
son, a 5-10 freshman
from Austin, Texas, as a

recruiting steal.
"We call him the

human joystick," he said.
"That kid has moves for
days."

The offense line also
has group of new players
who are expected to make
immediate contributions.
Those include Peter King
(6-3, 255 pounds from
Broken Arrow, Okla.),
Robbie Graham (6-3, 260
pounds from Spring Hill,
Texas) and David Kinni-
cutt (6-1, 325 pounds
from Los Medanos Com-
munity College).

"Coach Lolar said that
we had a chance to be
very good," Griffin said.

Bethel now has a goal
to get back to the stan-
dard the Threshers set a
decade ago.

"And enhance it," he
said.

BETHEL
From Page 11

Another job criteria for
Fawcett is performing
evaluations of about 20
teachers. Newer teachers
receive two evaluations a

year. He was asked if
that process might make
him unpopular with a
segment of educators.

"It's part of the job,
teachers, students, who-
ever it is," he said. "If you
treat them with respect,
things turn out good for
you. It goes further than

a heavy-handed ap-
proach."

Fawcett, 43, hails from
Liberal. He played tennis
at Northwestern Okla-
homa State University
and began his teaching
career in nearby Hugo-
ton. He got into the ad-
ministrative side of

education at Fowler High
School in Meade County.
He was coaching and
serving as part-time ac-
tivities director when the
principal left. He said
teachers and other staff
members asked him if he
would take over as princi-
pal.

FAWCETT
From Page 11

Newton Cal Ripken team takes second at district

The Newton Cal Ripken
Baseball team placed sec-
ond at their district tour-
nament, fifth at the state
tournament and won the
state’s sportsmanship
award this year. 

The team includes
Charles Buller, Marcus
Fiedler, Reid Golubski,
Michael Seirer, Ian
Baker, Carson Wharton,
Austin Aarons, Tyson
Weber, Blaze Bradshaw,
Lucas Huxman, Connor
Mersereau, Max Masem
and Jackson Marlar.
Brandon Weeks, James
McGuire, Tracy Aarons
and Buck Bradshaw
coached the team. 

The team was honored
at the Newton Commis-
sion meeting Tuesday.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
The Cal Ripken baseball team took second at the district tournament and fifth at state.
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compromised. To replace
the tank, the city wants
to put in two smaller 1.9-
million-gallon tanks
nearby on a tract owned
south of First Street by
BNSF railroad. 

One tank would be in-
stalled and used as the
existing tank is removed
and the second tank is in-
stalled. Both tanks would
then operate together,
with a water capacity of
3.8 million gallons. 

City Engineer Suzanne
Loomis said the railroad
has waffled on selling the
land needed for the oper-
ation and hasn't agreed to
the sale. Loomis said she
was told that if the city
would try to condemn the
land under eminent do-
main, the railroad would-
n't oppose them.

The city passed a reso-
lution beginning with the
condemnation proceed-
ings, which authorizes

the City of Newton to go
on the land to do survey-
ing. 

City Manager Bob
Myers said he's dealt
with a condemnation
hearing in the past in-
volving BNSF, which
went fairly easy, with the
railroad selling a tract of
land for $1. 

The city memo stated
that it believes the city
can get a low interest
loan for the project
through the State of
Kansas and debt service
payments would be paid
from water utility rev-
enues. 

“We generally schedule
revenue from water and
sewer budgets for future
projects,” Loomis said. 

The commission ap-
proved the resolution 5-0. 

Outside of recognizing
members of the commu-
nity, the rest of the meet-
ing was relatively short
on big action.

Etc.
The commission hon-

ored a number of commu-

nity members, including
the Cal Ripken and Babe
Ruth baseball teams as
well as Janae Voelker
Inman and Payton
Roberts. 

The Newton City Com-
mission held an executive
session to discuss a “sig-
nificant economic devel-
opment prospect” with
Economic Development
Director Beth Shelton.

The commission ap-
proved closing the park-
ing lot at West Broadway
and Main Street on Sept.
23 for a Makers Fair.

The city officially ap-
proved the revised special
events policy discussed in
recent weeks. 

The commission ap-
proved closing Sixth
Street from Main to
Poplar on Aug. 30 for a
community pep rally. 

The city approved clos-
ing Sixth Street from
Main to Poplar for the
“Ain't No Joke” Back to
School Food Truck Rally.

Meeting adjourned at
7:50 p.m.

WATER
From Page 1

County turning bus
into command
station on wheels

The wheels on the com-
mand center bus will bus
go round and round and
then roll up to hostage
situations or disasters. 

Work will begin soon to
convert a 2003, 28-pas-
senger bus to a mobile
command center on
wheels for Harvey
County. The bus will re-
place a 1992 communica-
tions truck that was
made from an ambulance.

“The reason we're
wanting to do this, the
vehicle we have now is
pretty much an equip-
ment hauler,” Emergency
Communications Director
Don Gruver said. “It will
give us a chance to get a
platform for command to
operate out of the ele-
ments.”

The Harvey County
Emergency Response
team acquired the bus
with the intent to convert
it, and then Harvey
County Emergency Com-
munications bought the
bus off of them to expe-
dite the process. 

The Harvey County
Commission approved
paying $37,500 to South
Central Fire Maintenance
for the conversion project.

What the project will
do is enable the vehicle to
serve as a climate-con-
trolled center for emer-
gency responders, law
enforcement and commu-
nicators in case of a dis-
aster or something like a
hostage situation. The ve-
hicle will be outfitted
with industrial grade
flooring, cabinetry, a
breaker box, heating and
cooling, LED lights, a
siren, emergency lights,
electrical hookups, as
well as an internal door
and dividing wall. 

With the separations
and space, the vehicle
will do much more than
just haul equipment but
could potentially provide
a mobile location for mul-
tiple departments to work
out of. 

Money for the conver-
sion came from $30,000
set aside last year to up-
date the communications
vehicle as well as alloca-
tions from this year's
2017 budget.

In other news, the
county is looking into
water issues affecting

areas
south of
Newton
and north
and east of
Sedgwick.

County
planning
and zoning
and plan-
ning/environmental Di-
rector Gina Bell said a
well near the intersection
of Meridian and South
84th Street tested with a
nitrate level of 95 parts
per million. For context,
with city level, the allow-
able nitrate level is 10
ppm. 

Bell said numbers had
been high in the area for
a while, around 25 ppm
about three years ago.
She said she had never
seen numbers so high. 

“We can't stop people
from drinking it, but I en-
courage them not to,” she
said of those living in the
area. 

High nitrate levels in
water are especially
harmful to young chil-
dren and infants, as they
can decrease the oxygen
carrying capacity of blood
and cause death. 

Commissioner Chip
Westfall asked if Bell had
an idea of the cause in
the spike of nitrates. 

Bell said she did not
outside of agricultural
run off. 

Westfall asked if she
knew if the old Putnam
Co-op nearby sold fertil-
izer ever. She did not.
Bell said she'd continue
to monitor the situation.

Finally, Harvey County
Safe Hope updated the
commission that they re-
ceived a $64,703 grant
from the Kansas Housing
Resources Corporation.
The grant helps pay for
emergency housing for
victims of domestic and
sexual violence. 

“We've been getting
those funds the last eight
years,” Director Jan
Jones said.

Jones also told the com-
mission Safe Hope missed
out on a $250,000 grant
this year.  

Jones said she's going
to keep asking and work-
ing for grants. 

The commission ap-
proved accepting the
$64,703 grant.

Etc.
The commission ap-

proved putting out a pub-
lic notice asking farmers

to not
plant on
road right-
of-ways.
Generally,
according
to the no-
tice, right-
of-ways
spread 30

feet from the center of the
road. The hope is more
space for roads helps with
vehicle visibility and will
prevent accidents. 

“We've had some fatal-
ity accidents in this
county” Commissioner
Chip Westfall said. “We
lost two people in the
same day because of corn
so high.”

Harvey County Heath
Department Lynnette
Redington said the de-
partment's working to get
flu vaccines in.

“Chairman, I'll take the
first shot.” Westfall said.

Commissioner Ron Kre-
hbiel followed up with a
time tested response that
appeared at a commission
meeting last fall.

“I'll take the second one
back home,” Krehbiel
said to laughter. 

Harvey County Parks
Department had an em-
ployee quit working the
bait shop out at West
Park. The department is
working on keeping the
shop staffed. 

County Clerk Rick
Piepho said Phil Schmidt
of the Little Arkansas
Drainage District spoke
to him, saying that he
wasn't ready to dissolve
the district. 

At an earlier meeting,
Piepho brought up the
possibility of the drainage
district dissolving, as no
one wanted to run for an
upcoming re-election.
Schmidt said that he was-
n't going to give up on the
district that helps oversee
drainage of the Little
Arkansas in the west end
of the county. The district
includes Halstead. 

With County Adminis-
trator Anthony
Swartzendruber off in
Nebraska looking at the
eclipse, Assistant Admin-
istrator Dan Bronson
took his place at the com-
mission table. As
Swartzendruber usually
does, Bronson also
donned a tie for the meet-
ing, apparently the sym-
bol of station for the
acting Harvey County
Administrator. It was
purple.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Westfall Krehbiel

Bethel at top of new college ranking’s list of Kansas schools

NORTH NEWTON—As
“college ranking season”
gets into full swing,
Bethel College is at the
top in a new review ag-
gregator’s list of Kansas
colleges.

College Consensus
combines the results of
college rankings with

student reviews to come
up with its list of the best
colleges in each state.

The organization then
compiles a top 10 list for
each state, in which
Bethel is No. 1 for the 

State of Kansas.
Four of the top institu-

tions are regent’s univer-
sities—Pittsburg State
(3), Kansas State (6),

University of Kansas (7)
and Emporia State (9).
The rest are, like Bethel,
private colleges.

Two of Bethel’s peer
schools in the Kansas
Collegiate Athletic Con-
ference made the list this
year – Southwestern Col-
lege in second and Ot-
tawa University in the
10th place spot.

FOR NEWTON NOW
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A Money Market 
built for you

Enjoy rates up to 0.85% APY* and access 
to your money with an HCU Money Market.

Hutchinson • Haven • Newton • Wichita • 800.428.8472 • hcu.coop

TM

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA. *Membership Required. 
Annual Percentage Yield based on balance.  Tiers range 
from $2,500 - $250,000.  APY from .25%-.85%.  Minimum                               
balance of $2,500 to earn dividends.

For details visit
hcu.coop/MoneyMarket
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STAND FOR LOVE NEWTON

Event well attended, racial justice group raises awareness

Those attending the
Stand for Love Newton
event during a recent
Wednesday night were
there for unity, for posi-
tive emotions instead of
negative, for constructive
action instead of destruc-
tive.

“Connection to one an-
other, for peace, relation-
ships, love, honoring of
differences, values, not
politics or even religion,”
said Pastor Donna
Voteau of Trinity
Heights United
Methodist Church to the
crowd of about 250
standing on the church's
lawn about why they
were there. “Tonight is
not about a person. It is
about our society and our
community of which you
and I are a part of.”

The event lasted about
45 minutes, and Voteau
invited the people to dis-
cuss amongst each other
at three different times
several quotations placed
in a purple handout. One
of those quotations was,
“Racism today is the ulti-
mate evil in the world,”
Pope Francis. Providing
music was Outside the
Walls.

Folks of many ages and
skin colors attended the
event, including mem-
bers of the Newton Com-
munity for Racial Justice
(NCFRJ), which is a net-
work or coalition not as-
sociated with any group
or government entity.

“We didn't have a hand
in Wednesday's rally,”
said Sara Dick, co-chair
of NCFRJ. “We just
showed up.”

Larry Lee, the other
co-chair, liked the event.

“Very well done and
extremely well attended,”
he said. “It was really
nice to see different eth-
nic groups there together
and talking.”

Lee said he grew up in
the South and saw Civil
Rights-era events tran-
spire there in the 1960s.

Also at the local event,
Lee said he talked to a
mother and daughter.

“It was really neat to
exchange ideas,” he said.

Dick said she talked to
a woman about redlining
in Wichita.

Lee and others on the
coalition are promoting
racial justice. The coali-
tion formed out of an
anti-racism training.

“We've sponsored these
trainings twice more,”
Dick said, adding they
hope to have another in
2018.

The group has met on
an irregular basis since
February 2012 and on a
regular basis since De-
cember 2014.

Their mission is sim-
ple: “Our mission is to
raise consciousness of
how racism functions in
our community and to
take action to promote
racial justice and resist
racism,” one of their
fliers stated.

Their areas of work are

in education, identifying
issues in the community
and supporting Martin
Luther King Jr. Day ac-
tivities at Bethel College.

Having the anti-racism
training fits in their edu-
cation goals, and to help
identify issues in the
community, members
met in the spring 2016
with then-Newton Police
Deputy Chief Eric Mur-
phy to discuss a city ordi-
nance that backed up a
state statute requiring
the creation of a panel
regarding racial profil-
ing. The Law Enforce-
ment Advisory Panel
(LEAP) was created,
Dick said, in 2006 but
fell by the wayside.

The Newton City Com-
mission approved ap-
pointments to LEAP
during the March 24,
2015, meeting.

On an information
sheet about the NCFRJ,
they listed the history
walk, which was con-
ducted earlier this year,
as a goal to support MLK
Jr. Day events at Bethel
College. The walk has
community members talk
about history as it re-
lates to racial justice and
integration.

Regarding their racial
training, NCFRJ has had
an amazing response,
Dick said, and they've
had too many people for
one training, so they've
had to have double train-
ing.

“That's been great to
have so many people,”
Dick said, adding its at-
tracted people with a va-
riety of professionals,
including police officers,
pastors, and Bethel Col-

lege staff and faculty. It's
open to anyone in the
community and lasts two
and a half days.

During their monthly
meetings, about 15 aver-
age attend, although
they're not always the
same people, and they
have more on their mail-
ing list. Anyone can join.

In addition to a possi-
ble future history walk,
of which many attended
earlier this year, there's
also something else
planned for the future, as
now there's another
group, Newton Teachers
for Racial Justice.

Dick said that a few
years ago, Newton School
Board Member Carol Sue
Stayrook Hobbs and
Newton Superintendent

Deborah Hamm attended
an anti-racial training,
and now, the teachers
group meets with NCFRJ
once a semester. Who-
ever signs up attends the
meeting, Dick said, they
receive updates, and
there's a time for shar-
ing. 

Since the NCFRJ met
during the lunch hour, it
was difficult for teachers
to attend.

“It's been really nice
having people come to-
gether,” Lee said.

Members of the group
handed out fliers.

“We thought it would
be a good chance to pro-
mote other things in our
community that relate to
racial justice,” Dick said.

The Next NCFRJ

meeting will be held noon
on Monday, Sept. 11, at
the Newton Activity Cen-
ter, 415 N. Poplar in
Newton. They meet dur-
ing the noon hour the
second Monday of each
month, and folks are wel-
come to bring their
lunches. Anyone can at-
tend.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Jada Brown holds a couple of candles during the Stand for Love Newton event on Wednesday, Aug.
16, at Trinity Heights United Methodist Church. Top: Jane Medina, left, holds a peace sign she made herself
during the event. Also pictured, from left to right starting to the right of Medina, are her fiance Tim Piel, Kyle
Baymiller and Arnita Haury.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Jalen Brown takes part in the
Stand for Love Newton event.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Barbara Gibson holds a sign during the Stand for Love Newton event.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Sara Dick, left, and Larry Lee, both co-chairs of Newton Community for
Racial Justice, talk Friday morning at Druber's in Newton. 

NEWS BRIEFS

Drugs topic of chamber lunch
The Newton Area Chamber of Com-

merce will hold a luncheon discussing
drugs in the community of Newton,  at
noon Tuesday, August 29th at the Merid-
ian Center. 

Lunch will be catered and reps from
the Newton Sheriff's Department and
the Newton Police Department will
share as well as answer questions. De-
siree Martens, Coordinator of Prevention
Services at Mirror Inc. will also present
an update. 

The cost to attend this Hot Topic
Luncheon will be $25 for Chamber mem-
bers and $35 for non-Chamber members.
To register, please see the provided tick-
ets URL. Or call/e-mail the Chamber's
communications director Courtney

Critchfield at: courtney@thenewton-
chamber.org or (316) 283-2560. The
deadline to register will be Thursday,
Aug. 24.

Meals on Wheels concert in the park
The fifth annual picnic and concert to

benefit Newton Meals on Wheels will
begin at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 26, in
Krehbiel Park at Sixth and Oak Streets
in downtown Newton. The event will fea-
ture live music by the Stephens Family
Band, an auction, raffle and dinner of
brisket or pulled pork. Tickets are on
sale now at Grand Central, 122 E. Sixth,
or Midland Bank. Adult tickets are $15,
and children 12 and younger are $5.

—For Newton Now


