
So, it looks like nobody will be canceling their spe-
cial events next year.

When the city rolled out a draft event policy that
would have charged more than $1,000 for some
events like the Newton Car Show to take place, the
idea was mostly met with criticism from event organ-
izers and the community at large.

“Sometimes you have to do something to get the
public's attention,” City Manager Bob Myers quipped,
explaining that the city was looking at the costs of all
extra services it provides to the community.

The city held a special meeting to hear from event
organizers, who said such expensive permitting could
end their events.

“We had a great attendance and discussion and
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Newton City Clerk Denise Duerksen, left, shares a laugh with Newton City Manager Bob Myers. 
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A sales tax meant, in part, to
lower property taxes has ended up
providing the City of Newton with a
mechanism to raise them. 

In 2006, 52 percent of Harvey
County voters approved a one-cent
sales tax increase.

That meant an extra penny on
every gallon of gas or loaf of bread
purchased would be divided among
local governments in the county. For
Newton, that meant two things.

“When that was adopted, the
commission said we'd use half of
that in the general fund to keep
down taxes and the other half
would be for economic develop-

ment,” City Manager Bob Myers
said.

Newton taxes dropped by about
10.5 mills the following year—from
54.47 to 43.03 mills.

And the city began dedicating the
money to economic development
and infrastructure projects. 

The sales tax pays the debt on the
Sand Creek Trail remodel, helped
with street overlay projects, and

City changes sales tax use
� Funding restructured to avoid
state issued property tax cap vote. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
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DUERKSEN IN HER 27TH YEAR WITH CITY OF NEWTON

Newton City Clerk Denise
Duerksen, along with
other city staff members,

read the book “Now, Discover
Your Strengths.” Through read-
ing the book and taking a test,
Duerksen discovered at least one
of hers.

Inside each of the books' covers
is a number for readers to log
onto the website to take a test to
determine what their strengths

are, and Duerksen discovered
one of hers is adaptability.

“It's so suited to this job,” she
said, adding she's great with
adapting to various interrup-
tions and changes in her work-
flow.

Another one of her strengths is
the ability to enjoy herself and
her time with co-workers while
at work. In fact, Newton City
Manager Bob Myers jokingly
named her “Director of Fun,” be-
cause she told him, with the re-
organization and added
responsibilities of some of the top
city staff echelon, she wanted a

fresh title as well, although she
didn't get any more responsibili-
ties.

“I just got the new title,”
Duerksen said, sitting in her cor-
ner office with her new “Director
of Fun” placard. “I think it's im-
portant everybody has fun at
work,” she said, adding people
should have joy working with
each other.

As an example, she said city
staff just had Snack Fest on
June 30.

“Everybody brings their

Director of fun
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See FUN / 8
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Salesman Lucas Roberts, left, and U Have 2 Have It owner Nathaniel Winkler look through a rack of clothes
outside of the store at 421 N. Main St. in Newton. 

For at least the past
few decades, the business
at 421 N. Main St. in
Newton was Bill's Bar.
However, it seemed
friends of Nathaniel Win-
kler, owner of U Have 2
Have It now at that loca-
tion, wanted to let people
know things have
changed, so they put a
sign outside the business
that says, “Not a bar.”

Quick and to the point.

At least on Monday after-
noon, that sign was in-
side the store, and a
“garage sale” sign was
posted on the sidewalk.

No, the location no
longer is a bar. It’s a
wholesale market, offer-
ing a great deal of items
for sale, including, but
not limited to, Christmas
and Halloween decora-
tions, $5 a bag clothes
with some being free, rib-
bon, popcorn, toilet
paper, Hot Wheels, auto-
motive supplies like

Single father runs wholesale
business on Newton Main St.

See BUSINESS / 8

Teachers do help a lot of students learn. But that’s
not all they do. They also can make huge impacts on
their protégées’ lives, such as in the case of Newton
resident Sam Zimmerman.

“My inspiration for everything would be my voca-
tional teachers,” Zimmerman said about his Newton
High School teachers, which included Doug Juhnke;
Kem Franz, machine shop teacher; and Francis Funk,
wood working; as well as Bill Mills, automotive in-
structor. “Just wonderful, wonderful people we had
here doing vocational teaching.”

Zimmerman said he enjoyed his vocational classes
so much that he took seventh hour just to be an assis-
tant.

Couple uses creative
flair in their works

See PARK / 8

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Stephanie Zimmerman, right, of Newton uses her scroll saw on Sat-
urday, while her husband, Sam Zimmerman, looks on. The couple
will sell a variety of their creations during Market in the Park, which
is on Saturday, Aug. 5, in Athletic Park in Newton.

Cockroaches, spiders, and
rats make library squeal

Page 3

Faith: Bender gone, but
not soon forgotten

Page 5

City backs off
on all special
event charges



Every time I see
Martha Stewart
squeezing some-

thing in a “clean, lint-free
kitchen towel,” I consider
that I will never be a fancy
enough cook to ever need
to use such a technique.

But then I was gifted a
zucchini the size of my left
arm.

Seriously. Maybe the
biggest zucchini I’ve ever
seen in my life.

So when I shredded my
zucchini for this week’s
recipe (spoiler alert: it’s not
zucchini bread), and the
author suggested letting it
drain for at least 45 min-
utes to prevent getting
everything soggy, I
dumped it in a strainer,
thinking gravity would
take care of business for
me.

When I returned, the
zucchini was still full of
water, and my mind
flashed to the clean, lint-
free kitchen towel in my
drawer.

“Am I fancy enough for
this,” I thought. “Are my
cooking skills to this
level?”

There was only one way
to find out, and I dumped
the shredded zucchini into
my towel, twisting and
squeezing it over my

kitchen sink.
And, let me tell you,

Martha knows her stuff.
That towel could have got-
ten dinner on the table 45
minutes earlier if I would
have just been brave
enough to use it. I recom-
mend giving it a try,
whether you consider your-
self a top-notch chef or not.

The recipe that required
this human-sized zucchini
came from a blog dedicated
to “Super Moms” called
“Who Needs a Cape?” You
can find it at
http://whoneedsacape.com/
2014/08/cheesy-zucchini-
cornbread-casserole/. I
added extra seasonings in
my version.

Cheesy Zucchini
Cornbread Casserole
Ingredients
3 cups shredded zucchini
1/2 onion, finely diced (I

used yellow)
2 eggs
8.5-ounce package Jiffy

corn muffin mix
2 teaspoons garlic,

minced
1 teaspoon oregano
1 teaspoon basil
1/2 teaspoon dried pars-

ley
1/2 teaspoon seasoned

salt
black pepper to taste

12 ounces shredded
sharp cheddar

Shred the zucchini (I
peeled mine first because
it had quite a few blem-
ishes on it.) and drain it
well (if you use a strainer,
sprinkle a little salt over
top of it to help draw out
the moisture).

Once the zucchini is
drained, preheat the oven
to 350 degrees. Grease an
8-by-8-inch baking dish
and set aside.

Beat the eggs in a mix-
ing bowl and then dump in
the rest of the ingredients,
saving about four ounces of
cheese to sprinkle on the
top.

After everything is
mixed well, spread it into
the greased dish and top

with the remaining cheese.
Bake for about 50 min-

utes or until a toothpick
inserted in the middle
comes out batter free.

If you or anyone you
cook for isn’t a big zucchini
fan, this is a great recipe to
try. Cheese works mira-
cles. Plus, I’m of the opin-
ion that you can rarely go
wrong with cornbread.

Now, if you’ve been
tempted to start sneaking
zucchini on neighbors’

porches or someone has al-
ready done that to you,
you’re prepared with a
great new dinner dish.

And you have an excuse
to use your kitchen towels
in a new way. We can all
be Martha Stewart this
week.

Lindsey Young is the co-
owner of Newton Now and

is a graduate of Bethel Col-
lege in North Newton. 
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A Money Market 
built for you

Enjoy rates up to 0.85% APY* and access 
to your money with an HCU Money Market.

Hutchinson • Haven • Newton • Wichita • 800.428.8472 • hcu.coop

TM

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA. *Membership Required. 
Annual Percentage Yield based on balance.  Tiers range 
from $2,500 - $250,000.  APY from .25%-.85%.  Minimum                               
balance of $2,500 to earn dividends.

For details visit
hcu.coop/MoneyMarket
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Crafting a faith: Job continues love affair with camp for Jolliff

A freckled girl sat on a
long, wooden bench, its
metal legs squeaking as
they scraped along the
concrete floor under an
outdoor shelter. Dozens of
other 11 year olds ran
around her, screaming
and playing.

Kate was on the shy
side.

Sitting there for the
first time at summer
camp, not knowing most
of the other children play-
ing around her, she felt a
little lost about how to
make friends.

“Do you want to know
how to make something
neat?” a voice beckoned to
her.

Kate looked up to see
Program Director Allen
Jantz standing before her,
a smile on his face and a
spool of hemp cord in his
hands.

Kate watched as his fin-
gers deftly knotted beads
into jewelry, and then he
invited her to give it a try.

Instantly, Kate had an
in with the rest of the kids
at camp. She was the only
one who knew how to
make a really cool hemp
necklace. Making friends
suddenly seemed a lot less
difficult.

“Allen definitely did
that on purpose,” she said
of the impromptu crafts
session.

Now, at the age of 21,
Kate Jolliff, 2014 Newton
High School graduate and
soon-to-be Bethel College
senior, is in her third year
on summer staff at that
very same camp, Camp
Mennoscah, and much
like her first summer, her
hands are constantly busy,
showing kids how to make
something new and inter-
esting as the camp’s resi-
dent crafts director.

“I’ve always kind of
been a crafty person,” she
said.

The interaction with
Jantz from her very first
summer at Camp
Mennoscah is one that she
keeps in the back of her
mind as she interacts with
hundreds of kids each
summer.

“I definitely have been
able to reach kids who are
like I was,” she said. “I’m
a big believer in the ‘be
where you’re needed’ kind
of thing.”

That also goes for inter-
acting with young boys,
who often roll their eyes
at having to spend time
doing crafts each day.

Jolliff said she’s discov-
ered the secret to getting
them engaged: friendship
bracelets.

“Do you wanna learn to
make a friendship
bracelet?” she’ll ask them.
“It’ll take, like, 30 sec-
onds.”

This normally intrigues
them long enough to learn
her quick and easy
bracelet technique, and
often, they’re hooked.

Jolliff likes to get the
kids involved in lots of fun
projects. Her favorite was
her first summer when
she made bird houses with
the kids. 

Her father, a shop
teacher, helped her cut out
the pieces, and the kids
built and decorated

them—some even opting
to use googly eyes, with
the doorway acting as a
mouth.

“I just really love giving
kids artistic freedom,” she
said.

She also likes to spend a
lot of time hanging out
with kids who would
rather sit and chat than
run around and make lots
of noise. She wants chil-
dren to develop the same
love of camp she did.

“This place is really spe-
cial,” she said of Camp
Mennoscah. “It’s really
hard to explain why it’s
special.”

The camp sits on 240
acres on the south fork
Ninnescah River just out-
side of Murdock, Kan.,
and seeks to provide a
Christian camping experi-
ence. The cabins are rus-
tic, and kids not only are
asked to leave their de-
vices behind, but air con-
ditioning and lights are
also not available. Nature
surrounds campers at all
times.

Jolliff finds the “the
most impactful things” to
be in the rushing of the
wind, the sounds of the
river and “things that are
indescribable” as she

searches for words about
how special the place is to
her.

“No one judges you for
everything,” she said.
“Everyone is happy you
are here, and even if
they’re not, they fake it,”
she laughs.

“As a kid, I felt safe
here,” she said. “That’s
carried over the whole
time—even as a staff
member.”

Now, a decade after her
first time at Camp
Mennoscah, that same girl
with the same freckles
finds herself sitting on
those same squeaky
benches, worshipping and
fellowshipping with some
of the same people she
met all those years ago
over hemp bracelets and
beads.

The summer staff is her
temporary family, blend-
ing their skills to give kids
an experience they can’t
get anywhere else. Her
hands are constantly be-
speckled with glitter—de-
spite never using the
stuff.

And Camp Mennoscah
continues to be her home
and a place that has
shaped her Christian faith
journey over the years.

“I learned so much,” she
said. “It’s been a pretty in-
tense spiritual place for
me.”

BY LINDSEY YOUNG
NEWTON NOW STAFF

Cheese, cornbread zu‘key’ni to yummy casserole
LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW

A cheesy cornbread-laden casserole is a good way to use up a bounty of
zucchini this summer.

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Kate Jolliff laughs as she prepares nametags for campers arriving for registration at Camp Mennoscah.



Recently, Newton Pub-
lic Library had a number
of cockroaches and at
least two rats in the
building, as well as some
big spiders. They're gone
now, leaving the echoes of
squeals and laughter in
their wakes as a re-
minder.

No, the library wasn't
infested. the Bug Lady,
who seems to present
quite a popular program
to kids every summer at
the local library, recently
was there again, causing
adults and kids alike to
squinch up their faces as
they got near anything
with four, six or hundreds
of legs. Some of the kids
seemed intrigued, while
others didn't want to have
anything to do with the
creatures.

After talking about a
variety of the critters she
had, the Bug Lady, who's
real name is Carrie
Tiemeyer, including a cou-
ple of tarantulas, a Mada-
gascar hissing cockroach,
Harry the Hairless Rat, a
centipede and a container
full of your larger-than-
average roaches, she
brought some of them
through the aisles formed
by kids and adults so they
could get a closer look
and, in some cases, a
closer feel. The Bug Lady
brought around the con-
tainer of large roaches,
and those who wanted to
could touch them.

“I wanted to grab them;
they were just flat,” at-
tendee Mara Oswald said.
“They were like silky. Felt
weird.”

“The smell was terri-
ble,” Adam Oswald added.

It seemed at least some
of the creatures had
names, like Charlotte the
tarantula. The Bug Lady
told the audience Char-
lotte can live to be 30
years old and has an ex-
oskeleton.

A few of the other kids
enjoyed it.

“It's creepy and fun,”
Maddyx Erwin said.

To which her brother,
Koelton Erwin, added, “I
think they're cool.”

Another youth, Tiffany
Popp, was a volunteer
who stood at the front of
the room while Rylee
Montes covered her eyes
with her hands as Popp

held out her arm. The
Bug Lady didn't want
Popp knowing what she
was about to put on her
arm. It ended up being a
large, black centipede.

“Felt slapped on and
felt like needles—like a
whole bunch of tiny nee-
dles,” Popp said about
having the centipede
wrapped around her arm.

At another point, four
more youth, Aaralynn
Lee, Charlotte Price,
Amaris Henry and Con-
nor Moran, volunteered.
Their jobs were to stand
at the front of the audi-
ence with their backs
turned from The Bug
Lady, who got out a critter
and held it above their
heads, so the audience
could see the creature but
not the volunteers. One of
the volunteers, Moran,

kept making faces in an-
ticipation of what the ani-
mal could be. It turned
out it was a corn snake.
When they got to see the
snake, the volunteers re-
acted in various fright-
ened ways.

The Bug Lady has been
happily scaring folks for
nine years. Last year, she
said she did 338 birthday
parties, and she said she
sees 25,000 kids annually
on average. When she
was at the local library,
there were 265 people
there. She also said she
has a Bug Lady shop in
Wichita.

“I'm not here to scare
you,” she told the Newton
audience. “I don't want to
scare you. I don't have
any animals that are
going to eat you. You
don't have to touch any-

thing you don't want to
touch.”

She told people if they
didn't want to touch, they
just could hold up their
hands to indicate “no.”

She also mentioned
they'd get to see some-
thing not everyone gets to
see.

“You're going to have
the rare opportunity to
see tarantula poop,” she
said.

Although she brought
out her 55-year-old dou-
ble yellow-headed Ama-
zon parrot, she didn't
bring it around. She said
the parrot's beak is made
up of the same material
people's fingernails are,
so they grow. In addition,
the bird can say a few
words, like “McDonald's.”
She said if they drive by a
McDonald's, he'll say
“McDonald's” for hours.
He also likes to sing “Old

McDonald Had a Farm”
at 5:30 a.m. every day.

At the end, kids were
allowed to ask questions.
One asked why she has
snakes, and another
asked what her first
name was. To the latter,
the Bug Lady answered,
“My first name is Bug,
and my last name is
Lady.”

Feeding her army of
animals is no small feat.
She said she gets 175
mice (she's afraid of mice
but not rats) and 1,000
crickets shipped to her
every week.
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RATS, COCKROACHES AND SNAKES, OH MY!

The Bug Lady brings critters to local library
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Maddyx Erwin, center, holds her hand up, indicating she doesn't
want to touch the tarantula, while Koelton Erwin, right, and Penny
Weber, left, look on. Top: From left, Carlie Franz, Ruby Oswald, Mara
Oswald, Jude Oswald and Adam Oswald were some of the many during
the Bug Lady program that got a chance to feel the cockroaches.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Volunteers during a recent Bug Lady presentation at Newton Public Library, in front, from left, Connor
Moran, Charlotte Price and Aaralynn Lee wait for a critter surprise. Holding the corn snake is the Bug Lady. 

The Kansas Health Foundation re-
cently issued a $250,000 grant to a group
of Harvey County organizations to create
greater health equity in the community.

Harvey County Circle of Hope will be
supported by the Central Kansas Com-
munity Foundation, Healthy Harvey
Coalition and the Harvey County Health
Department in administering the grant. 

The grant will help pay for a commu-
nity liaison for Circles of Hope. 

According to a press release on the
grant, the liaison will work to put to-

gether an advisory team that will relate
and put together experiences about
health equity in Harvey County and the
barriers equity faces. The group will then
work to address those barriers.

“We will work together to create an
even playing field and effectively engage
audiences that live with health dispari-
ties, which are differences in health out-
comes among groups of people,” said
Jennifer Rose, director of Peace Connec-
tions, which sponsors Circle of Hope.
“Our intent is to create a common lan-
guage we can share with each other and
the entire community.”

Harvey County receives $250,000 grant
FOR NEWTON NOW

Visit: harveycountynow.com to get the full digital experience!



Newton Business and
Professional Women at-
tended and led the State
Kansas Business and Pro-
fessional Women Confer-
ence from June 2 through
4 in Topeka for their state
convention.

Cindy Simons of New-
ton was installed as presi-
dent for 2017-2018. Sue
Patrick, Wichita resident
and Newton BPW mem-
ber and past state presi-
dent, was installed as
recording secretary. Si-
mons works at Petersen
Funeral Home in Newton.
Ellen Yocum, Newton,
past state president, will
be 

the 2018 convention
chair. This mother/daugh-
ter trio have made history
as the first generation to
have the mother and her
two daughters serve as
state president of the or-
ganization since its incep-
tion. Other Newton BPW
members attending were
Joyce Wedel, Helen Wehry

and Pat
Jensen.

President
Simons'
theme is
“Empower-
ing Tools for
Success-One
Step at a
Time” and

will serve to motivate
members and prospective
members to be aware of
their talents, their contri-
butions to family and soci-
ety by listening, teaching,
supporting and empower-
ing women. 

The mission for the
Kansas Business and Pro-
fessional Women’s Organi-
zation is to elevate
standards for working
women, including pay eq-
uity, affordable daycare
and personal leave. The
organization also provides
numerous scholarships for
college-age students and
adults returning to school.

For more information
regarding BPW/Kansas,
contact Kathy Niehoff, ex-
ecutive secretary, Ottawa,

at kathyniehoff@sbc-
global.net.

Newton City Manager
Bob Myers and the city
commission have to face a
hard reality: events in
Newton cost money and
the well of state funds has
run dry. Now Newton may
have to start charging
higher fees, which could be
counterproductive to
everything Myers wants
the city to be.

“I don’t ever want a
Newton citizen to say there
is nothing to do in New-
ton,” Myers said. “I want
them to say, ‘Whoa, I’ve got
to make choices.’ I would
love to say, ‘Well, I couldn’t
go to that because I
wanted to go to this, but I
wish I could have gone to
that, too.’ I’d rather have
those kinds of problems in
our community. But there
is nothing wrong with
knowing, what does it cost
to do these things?”

At a special meeting on
July 20, Myers allowed
community members to ex-
press concerns over a pro-
posed hike in event fees.
The meeting opened with
Myers explaining that, as
the state budget has dete-
riorated, the burden of
local government has
fallen increasingly on local
taxpayers. 

Over the last few years,
Newton has had to make
some major cuts, eliminat-
ing staff positions and con-
solidating jobs. Historic
preservation in the com-
munity has had to carry on
with fewer staff resources.

And now the cost of pay-
ing for the manpower and
resources the city needs to
provide for events in New-
ton may come at a higher
cost to the events them-
selves.

A rough estimate of the
new cost of an event like
the Downtown Car Show
would come to $950, a fig-
ure organizers Dave
Baughman and Mike
White say could devastate
the event.

“We are at the top of the
car show market now,”
White said. “We are at the
premiere level. We are up
with the big boys with our
fees now. Our budget is set
to where we break even if
we are lucky. When we had
a 39-degree day, we took a
bath, and I mean a big
bath. It took almost three
years for this organization
to recover. Dave and I al-
most cut our losses and
said, ‘Well, we’re good.’ In
saying that, we can’t raise
our fees.”

Existing major events
like the Downtown Car
Show, the Mexican-Ameri-
can Fastpitch Tournament,
Taste of Newton and the
Chili Cook-off may have to

get creative in finding
money to continue. But as
the city has worked to
bring in more events, new-
comers like Joey Young,
who owns Kansas Publish-
ing Ventures and is organ-
izing the Blues, Brews and
BBQ concert in October,
gave a perspective from a
small business that might
want to start new events
in the future.

“We haven’t hosted an
event yet, so we don’t have
a history,” Young said. “We
are really close to having a
history, but we aren’t
there. I can only speak to
what Bruce [Behymer] and
I were talking about in the
office and as we planned
this, was that if we were
looking at somewhere be-
tween a $9 and a $2,000
fee structure from the city,
that it would make think
twice about whether or not
we really want to do this.”

Myers knows the deci-
sions that have to be made
will not be easy. He has
spent the last year and a
half talking to people
about ways to bring in
more events. They are
good for the city, not only
adding to the quality of life
in Newton but bringing an
economic impact as well. 

But the numbers staring
the city in the face are a
real problem that has
taken the commission by
surprise. 

“We have to be willing to
face our financial situation
that we are in,” Myers
said. “One of those is that
we had to recognize that
we have been deficit
spending for several years
and trying to spend down
on reserves. You can only
do that for so long. We
have had to face that that
is not good financial prac-
tice. That is something
that we have got to try to
stop. It also means that we
have got to be willing to
look at tough choices and
make those.”

While there is a finan-
cial benefit to the city com-
ing with events, it is hard
to put an exact dollar
amount on those numbers.
Back Alley Pizza owner
Robert Palmer stated his
restaurant has increased

business when there is an
event in Newton. 

Mexican-American Fast-
pitch Tournament director
Manuel Jaso expressed a
wish they may be able to
offset fees based on how
many teams stay in hotels
and eat in restaurants over
the Fourth of July week-
end. Jaso said a team from
San Antonio has promised
it would participate in the
tournament as well as a
team from Colorado, on top
of the four teams from
Kansas City that partici-
pate. 

Melody Spurney from
the Newton Convention
and Visitors Bureau said
the Kansas Department of
Tourism has a calculator to
find the economic impact
an event will have. She
said she has used it on
some of the golf tourna-
ments the city has had.
Spurney encouraged any-
one planning an event to
contact her for help figur-
ing out estimated economic
impact.

Knowing festivals bring
life and money into the
community, Dan Heinze
from Heinze Insurance
said he has met with many
business owners in town,
and no one wants to see
events go away. He said he
believes businesses will
step up to the plate in
order to help with the pro-
posed increased costs.

“It would be a travesty
to see any of these special
events go away,” Heinze
said, “and to put a strain
on them. Most of us want
to see each one of these
groups continue to grow
and expand and to polish
up and improve to do much
better and not put limita-
tions to them because of
some overhead or addi-
tional expenses they incur.
I know there are other pro-
fessional businesses and
businesses in this commu-
nity that have heard about
this and say, ‘What can we
do to help?’ We want to
continue to see our down-
town flourish and thrive. It
takes special events to
make these things hap-
pen.”

Harvey County United
Way Executive Director

Tina Payne encouraged
event organizers to take
Heinze up. 

“Dan is the one who
stopped me at Back Alley
Pizza,” Payne said. “He
said, ‘Tina, there are three
premier events in Down-
town Newton. It is the
Taste of Newton, the
Downtown Car Show and
the Chili Cook-Off.’ He said
most communities this size
have one. We have three. It
is remarkable that we
have three fantastic
events.” 

Harvey County Fair
Board member Mike Riffel
said the added costs of
hosting the event could
devastate the fair parade
and cause other events as-
sociated with the fair to be
canceled. Riffel said they
are right at the top of the
budget as it is and that the
fair is there to support
youth programs like 4-H.
He finished with a state-
ment bringing a doomsday
scenario to life.

“This isn’t a threat, but
worst-case scenario, we
could move to another city
in Harvey County,” Riffel
said.

Many of the events held
in Newton are run by non-
profit organizations using
the events to raise money
for charities. Events like
the Cookie Daze 5K, the
Headin’ for Home 5K, the
Sand Creek Volleyball
Tournament and others
exist to give the money
made away. They worry
about the cost of the fees
having to come out of the
money they would have
otherwise donated. 
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DRIVE
FORWARD

CRUISE INTO LOWER PAYMENTS.

*2.65% rate requires automatic debit from your Midland checking 
account. Other restrictions apply, ask us for more details.

Apply Online or In Person!
www.midland.bank • 316.283.1700

2.65%

AUTO
LOANS

APR
3.30%

*

Your Independent Agency since 1978

Call Us For A Custom Quote & Personal Attention

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

Farm Insurance 
Tailored For You.

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

Event organizers express concern for new proposed fees
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Robert Palmer, center, speaks during the meeting while Joe Smiley,
left, and Dan Heinze look on.

Simons, sister, mom make BPW history
FOR NEWTON NOW

Simons

YAR holds leadership council
On July 22, Mirror's Youth as Resources (YAR)

held a leadership program at the Meridian Center in
Newton. 

The training, which focused on educating and in-
spiring youth about organizing service projects, was
made possible through a grant from the Kansas
Health Foundation. 

The program featured Vonnetta West, who has
served as an AmeriCorps Team Leader and helped
launch a computer and professional school in Liberia,
West Africa. In total, 30 YAR members and six local
adults participated in the training.

Newton Mayor Barth Hague also spoke during the
event, telling youth that they are not just the “future
leaders” but are “today’s leaders.”

—For Newton Now



Last week, there was a
sign on the People's Bible
Baptist Church in New-
ton that told visitors
there wouldn't be church
on Sunday because their
pastor died.

“Sorry, no church
today,” the handwritten
sign stated. “Pastor Ben-
der passed away on Fri-
day.”

Even at the age of 88,
from the sounds of it,
folks were picking Pastor
Vern Bender up where he
lived at Kansas Christian
Home and bringing him
to the church.

Pastor Bender has been
described as colorful, a
man who with no fear,
and someone who loved
Jesus and America. 

On Friday, July 14,
that fiery personality was
put out, at least on Earth,
when Bender died at the
age of 88 at Kansas
Christian Home in New-
ton.

“For a man who was al-
ways dressed in black, he
was one of the most color-
ful people in our commu-
nity,” Newton City
Manager Bob Myers said.

Bender's funeral serv-
ices were on Thursday,
July 20, at Greenwood
Cemetery in Newton.

Myers said he wasn't
really aware of Bender
until Myers became New-
ton city attorney in 1985.

“Over the years, he
made a number of ap-
pearances at city com-
mission meetings,
usually accompanied by a
bit of theatrics to help
make his point,” Myers
said. “He was an early
advocate for the home-
less and the need for the
community to do more to
care for them.”

Myers said the local
community figure, who
was pastor at People's
Bible Baptist Church in
Newton, advocated the
need during this post-
Vietnam War era to give
more attention for sol-
diers still possibly held
as prisoners of war or
missing in action.

“It is because of his ef-
forts that the city contin-
ues even today to display
the MIA/POW flag along
with the U.S. and State
of Kansas flags,” Myers
said. “He was a stickler
for flag etiquette and
would be the first to
bring attention to any
U.S. flag being displayed
inappropriately or which
was showing any signs of
wear and tear, and it was
always his mission to be
sure the National Day of
Prayer was duly ob-
served in Newton.”

Local businessman
Dan Heinze said he did-
n't know Bender person-
ally but had heard about
him.

“What I remember
about him is about being
passionate about his
causes,” Heinze said,
adding one was Jesus
Christ and the other was
patriotism. “I believe he
felt called to promote his
faith and his belief in our
country, and he was very
bold about it. He had no
fear, and I admired him
for it.”

When visiting busi-
nesses, he could be quick
to hand out small reli-
gious pamphlets, and
when this reporter took a
photo of people with
American flags, he also
was quick to leave a half-
hour-long message on her
home answering machine,
back when there were an-
swering machines.

Former Harvey County
Administrator Craig Si-
mons recalled a few times
he spent with Bender.

“I have many memories
of Vern Bender,” Simons
said. “He did not like to
be addressed as 'Mr. Ben-
der.' He wanted to be ad-
dressed as 'Pastor
Bender' and corrected me
about that.”

Simons initially met
Bender, or Pastor Bender,
in the room where the
Board of Harvey County
Commissioners meets.

“He requested the com-
mission fly the POW/MIA
flag at the courthouse,
along with the U.S. and
state flags,” Simons said.
“He had a rich and
melodic voice of a
preacher and dark, rather

unkempt, hair and dark
brown eyes. He was
larger and taller than av-
erage and fit my image of
an old-time preacher.”

Simons said Bender's
use of the English lan-
guage was quite colorful,
and some of the words
were not in proper con-
text.

“However, it was inter-
esting to listen to his
melodic voice and his use
of words,” Simons said.
“Pastor Bender came to
the meetings, and the
commission decided to fly
the POW/MIA flag at the
courthouse.”

In addition, Simons
said Bender, at Christ-
mastime, would set up a
small, white nativity
scene in the front court-
house lawn across from
the “Old Man Winter” dis-
play.

“He felt there should be
a nativity scene, along
with the secular lights
along Downtown Main
Street,” Simons said.
“Pastor Bender was also
at the courthouse every
year for the National Day
of Prayer. He would be
out on the front lawn of
the courthouse conduct-
ing the National Day of
Prayer along with other
people. He was a combi-
nation of values of a
preacher and a patriot. I
would see him with the
U.S. flags on either side
of his station wagon, and
would see him at other
veterans functions. He
was very proud of the age

of his
church
building. I
believe the
building
dated back
to 1877. To
me, Pastor
Bender
was one of
the most unforgettable
persons of Newton.”

Another person, Alora
Stevens Finch, spoke of
Bender's devotion.

“He was a very devout
Christian,” she wrote on
Facebook. “A kind man.
Rest in peace, Rev. Ben-
der. He did not know a
stranger. I attended a
couple of funerals at his
church. When I was
young, I thought he was a
religious fanatic. Forty
years later, I realize he
was speaking the truth
from the Bible. He was
there for those who felt
hopeless and unwanted. I
hope his little church sur-
vives.”

Bill Wilson, managing
editor of the Wichita
Business Journal who
once worked in Newton,
also had thoughts about
Bender's devotion.

“He was a man devoted
to his interpretation of
the Bible, as intolerant as
it may have seemed at
the time,” Wilson said. “A
very passionate man who
was not too afraid to of-
fend people with his be-
liefs.”

Another man who used
to work in Newton, re-
tired Harvey County

Sheriff T. Walton, also
had some thoughts on the
late pastor.

“My first meeting with
Vern Bender came as
most: him handing out
one of his pamphlets to
me,” Walton said. “My
first impression at that
time was, 'this guy's dif-
ferent.'”

Walton said when he
joined the Newton Police
Department, he had a
great deal of contact with
Bender, since they
worked on some of the
homeless issues together
and provided resources
for people in need.

“Most people will re-
member Pastor Bender
driving around in his sta-
tion wagon with the loud
speaker on the top and
American flags mounted
on either side of the vehi-
cle,” Walton said. “Some-
times he would park the
car in front of the court
house with poster boards
attached to the car for
whatever cause he was
spearheading. I often vis-
ited with Pastor Bender
while on duty; he kept me
informed on the various
people in town that were
sleeping in cars or in need
of help. He never gave up

trying to render aid or
save a soul.”

During Walton's last
year as sheriff, he said
Bender's health had de-
clined, and Bender was in
and out of hospitals and
retirement communities.

“Even so, he would call
me on the phone, con-
cerned about someone
who he believed needed
help and resources,” Wal-
ton said. “He had shin-
gles, and as he talked to
me he would cry out in
pain, but then get back on
track, hoping I could help
whoever it was he
thought was in need of

services.”
Although Bender may

have not been like the
rest of society, he helped a
great deal of people.

“Pastor Vern Bender
was cut from a different
cloth, but he never wa-
vered from his princi-
ples,” Walton said. “Vern
Bender loved his country,
the flag and the freedom
we sometimes take for
granted. There will never
be another Pastor Vern
Bender. For those of us
who knew him, we have
our own memories of the
man. Rest in peace, Vern;
you earned it.”
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Special thanks to the following 
supporters of the church directory:

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:00am Sunday School

9:45 am Fellowship
10:30am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel A.M.E.
Church

711 E. 11th Street
9:45am Sunday School

1:30pm Worship

Hillcrest Community
Church - A

Foursquare Church
431 W. 12th

9:30am Cafe Connect
10:30am Worship

Iglesia Del Nazareno
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible
Church

900 Old Main
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship”

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass

10:30am Sunday Mass
6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship

11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
http://thecreationstation.

vpweb.com

701 Cafe
701 N. Main St, Newton

(316) 804-4573
www.701cafe.com

If you would like to become a sponsor of the Newton
Area Church Directory, please contact Shannin Rettig at

shannin@harveycountynow or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main, Newton

316-284-0636

Forever Loved Memorials
Our companion animals create lasting bonds with us in 

many ways. These bonds are not forgotten 
if our beloved pet passes away.

We are skilled and dedicated to 
cherishing the dignity of your 

animal at all times. Private 
cremations are performed 

one at a time, to ensure the 
utmost respect is given 

to your pet.

1400 S.E. 3   | Newton, KS | 67114 | 316.283.0839rd

Forever Loved Memorials provides funds for medical care, public education, 
adoption promotion, housing, daily care & rehabilitation of homeless animals
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'No fear': Pastor Vern Bender remembered as passionate, colorful
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Bender Walton Myers
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We are a nation of laws and
subject not to kings or dic-
tators but to the law itself. 

These rules, these boundaries,
order our society and hold those
who would abuse us or infringe
upon our rights in check.

This law is what has bound the
West and democracies now for cen-
turies. To check the abuses of
rulers, the English drafted the
Magna Carta. To check the contin-
ued abuses of the English, our
founding fathers drafted the Con-
stitution and later the Bill of
Rights. The documents bound a
country to the law, all men created
equally. 

The document's authors had this
knowledge: a governing body not
subject to its own laws cannot serve
people, only rule them. They exer-
cise a control with no fear of conse-
quences. 

We have seen the effects of dicta-
tors in Nazi Germany, North
Korea, Syria and the Soviet Union.

Today, our law, which provides
for events like elections and the
right to redress the government for
grievances, is the only power the
people have over their government
outside of revolution. The law has
enabled us to grow and flourish
within the civilization we live in. 

So we must take any threat to
the universal law that binds all of
us as Americans as a direct threat
to our country and way of life.

Today, in the news, you will read
about our president looking into fir-
ing special investigator Robert
Mueller. 

Previously, the president fired
the acting FBI Director James
Comey, as the president admitted,
for not stopping an FBI investiga-
tion into his administration. 

Mueller, a longtime FBI director,
enjoyed bipartisan support when
originally appointed to investigate
if the Trump Administration ob-
structed justice when firing Comey.

That appointment represented
how the country's checks and bal-
ances should work. Even our lead-
ers are subject to the law. 

As Mueller's investigation un-
folds, it appears he is looking into a
previously undisclosed meeting be-
tween the president’s son, son-in-
law, and then campaign advisor,
with a lawyer representing a pow-
erful Russian crime family and the
interests of the Russian govern-
ment. Also at the meeting, to com-
plete the motley crew, was a former
Russian spy, now lobbyist and a
man previously indicted by the FBI
for setting up more than 2,000 shell
bank accounts in Delaware to en-
able Russian money laundering.
The group had apparently prom-
ised the Trump campaign damning
e-mails and information on Hillary
Clinton—e-mails that were ac-
quired through the hacking of the
Russian government. The question
is: what did they want in for ex-
change for the e-mails?

The idea of a now active Ameri-
can president colluding with a for-
eign government and promising
favors in exchange for them giving
him the election should appall us to
begin with. But the damning accu-
sations continued.

It now appears that Mueller also
will look at the personal finances of
Trump's company, which growing
evidence indicates has operated as
a clearing house for Russian money
laundering over the previous
decades. 

This all represents a red line for
Trump. Possibly seeing the writing
on the wall, he said he would fire
the special investigator if he looked
at Trump's finances. 

That is a member and leader of

the country ending a criminal in-
vestigation into himself. That is a
leader of the country putting him-
self above the law. 

Richard Nixon did this shortly
before he resigned from office. 

Times were different back then.
That's because Nixon realized legis-
lators, even those from his own
party, would line up to impeach
him for putting himself above the
law. 

Those legislators, too, realized
the importance of our universal
law. 

Today that may not be the case.
Trump may be able to fire Mueller
and say the law doesn't apply to
him. And with many Republicans
controlling the house and the sen-
ate giving such grave actions a
pass, he would not know repercus-
sions for his actions. 

He has also been reported to
have a team of lawyers researching
his ability as president to not only
issue blanket pardons but to par-
don himself for crimes. Those are
the actions expected of a Hugo
Chavez or third world despot.
Those are not the actions of an
American president. 

Mueller must not be allowed to
be fired with no consequence.

Looking through American his-
tory, such an event would represent
one of the gravest threats to our
law and our democracy that our
country has faced. It is to break our
universal law. It is to make our
ruler a king. It is a terrible jump
we make to authoritarianism.

Because, if we do not hold a per-
son to one law, all law becomes void
to that person. We acquiesce as
willing subjects and not the owners
of our country. 

This threat is one that Congress
and the American people have a re-
sponsibility, Republican and Demo-
crat, to meet and to challenge.

Our future depends on it.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at 316-281-7899 or
adam@harveycountynow.com.

We must not let Mueller be fired
and the universal law be broken

Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

Kudos to police facilities
council, city staff

for proposed police station

“Sanctuary...is a word which here
means a small, safe place in a trou-
bling world. Like an oasis in a vast
desert or an island in a stormy sea.”
-Lemony Snicket in “A Series of Un-
fortunate Events”

Irecall watching a movie called
“A Series of Unfortunate
Events.” In it, there’s talk of a

sanctuary, a safe place.
Most of us have a sanctuary—a

safe place we can be—whether
that’s our homes, work or in our
cars where we can sing out of tune
at the top of our lungs with no judg-
ments. As Lemony Snicket narrates
this portion of the movie, I recall
the movie’s three children, Violet,
Klaus and Sunny, the biter, up-
stairs in an attic room, quietly
doing pleasant activities. It all
seemed so peaceful.

That’s what I think a sanctuary
is—somewhere safe and peaceful
we can go to get away from troubles
and busy noisiness of the world,
people who might be unkind, judg-
ing eyes and stress.

For some people, like me, my
home is my sanctuary, my oasis. I
can go there and just be and do
what I wish without interruption if
I don’t want it. I don’t have to an-
swer the door or the phone. I can
watch TV and whatever movies or
shows I wish. I can quilt in the next
room or look at the web from my
phone. Or just sit there in the quiet
petting my dog, listening to the

thunder of a Kansas storm.
However, if I did that all the

time, that would get old. Don’t get
me wrong; I enjoy getting out in the
world, seeing people and talking to
them. But it’s nice to have a safe
place away from the tornadoes of
life.

At one point in my life five years
ago, my home was no longer my
oasis, because I was at home a lot
more. It was when I was between
jobs. It was a strange mind switch.
I recall drawing a picture that illus-
trated how I felt about my home at
the time. It was a photo of me
screaming.

My oasis places became other lo-
cations, like Mojo’s Coffee Bar,
where I could go to see people, get
some delicious coffee and write in
my journal; the walking path that
starts near the tennis courts at
Bethel where I also could see folks
and even get a nice hug a nice gal; a
group of friends; and my children.

Another oasis to me is my work-
place. It's familiar. I have my desk,
my computer and phone. Well,
they're not mine, but you know
what I mean. We all know each
other. We're like family.

Also, I believe when I’m with
friends and other loved ones, that’s
also an oasis. I just get a nice feel-
ing of peace when I’m around sup-
portive family and friends—people
who love me. So, for me, an oasis
doesn’t necessarily have to be a
place; it can be people—my kids,
parents, sister and boyfriend.

Another oasis I have is God. I’m
not a real religious gal. I think of
myself as more spiritual, and I al-
ways think I need to grow in that
realm. I do find an oasis in God; I
believe he helps me every day. All I
have to do is ask. During that diffi-
cult period, which a pastor I know
referred to as a “refining fire,” my
stomach was always churning.
Nothing really felt like an oasis. I
was grieving. The best relief I re-
ceived from all of that was God.

I know I’m not going into details
here because a lot of this is private.
I just want to say if you’re going
through something difficult, find
help; find your oasis. Just make
sure you're not harming anyone
else or yourself in the process.

Wendy Nugent is the features edi-
tor at Newton Now. She can be

reached at 316-281-7899 or
wendy@harveycountynow.com.

Find your oasis in the storms of life

Good job to the city staff as well as the Community
Council on Police Facilities for coming up with a recom-
mendation for a remodel and construction plan to ad-
dress future police department needs.

That plan is far different than the estimated $8 mil-
lion new building that was proposed and moving for-
ward with a head of steam a year or more ago.

It's a two-phase plan slated at $3 million, but the cost
as well as phase two appears to be a rough estimate and
could come down in the future, should lead mitigation
not be needed or plans on a new training facility or out-
door shooting range change.

The plan would remodel the existing police station to
provide more space as well as remodel a nearby build-
ing. Space was a key concern for the department. 

The plan would help with security on the front of the
police building so visitors cannot come into the building
and look directly into the main police office. It would
also work to put protection between the front desk serv-
ing the public and the public who would come in. 

Safety was also a key concern. 
The project would also give the inside a facelift and

update the HVAC system, making the office more at-
tractive. The idea is for the fix to last eight to 10 years. 

During that time, the plan is for the city to continue
to set aside money for the future construction of a new
station when it’s needed. By the time that time comes,
the city could have $3 million already saved for the new
station. 

Phase one of the plan, which would address the re-
modeling, HVAC and safety concerns, would run around
$2.16 million, with the county likely to pick up at least
half of the HVAC cost, or $175,000. 

The second phase would involve at least a training
center as well as outdoor shooting range to be shared by
the sheriff's office and police department.

While some tweaks can be made, and it remains to be
seen how much the county will want to participate in
the whole plan, this should serve as a long-term stop
gap that addresses police facility needs, considers cur-
rent city budget constraints and provides time for city
administration to see just how exactly Newton will
grow, if it is adopted.

It also represents a change in direction for the city
from a previous administration. The new police station
idea became too costly and had all but sputtered out.
Had Mayor Barth Hague not called for the new council,
we still probably wouldn't have an answer on any kind
of station idea. 

This council represented a broad swath of the commu-
nity. The Newton Police Department, as well as sheriff's
office, was included on conversations, and City Engineer
Suzanne Loomis had multiple meetings with the share-
holders to make sure the plans would serve law enforce-
ment. 

It's a compromise for sure but represents a good faith
effort by all parties involved to serve facility needs as
well as a financial reality. 

We hope the county commission reviews the plan and
cooperates with the city on paying for a number of the
shared spaces.

That cooperation would send a good message to the
community and perhaps cement a better working rela-
tionship between the county and city than has existed in
years past. 

About a year ago, the police station conversation
looked like an absolute mess. A year later and we have a
decent plan that seems organized. 

While we're quick to question government, we should
be quick to highlight its achievements as well. 

We believe this plan to be one of those achievements. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

WENDY’S WORDS

WENDY NUGENT

Thanks and farewell Newton 
Hello Newton,
I wanted to take time to say farewell to you all and in-

form you that I have left my position at Broadway Colo-
nial Funeral Home to start a new journey with another
area firm.

During the last 13 years, the Newton community has
provided my family and me support, encouragement,
guidance and friendships. Being surrounded by such a
caring community made my decision to leave very diffi-
cult. With many of you, I have shared a unique cama-
raderie which I hope will continue in the years to come
even though I shall not be working in Newton.

I now look forward to this new position that brings
forth new challenges and adds more diverse experience
to my career.

For those wanting to keep in touch with me or my
family, please feel free to contact me via e-mail at jackie-
anderson1998@yahoo.com.

With best regards and blessings,
Jackie S. (Anderson) Wade, funeral professional

Say what?

When some-
thing is impor-
tant enough,
you do it even if
the odds are not
in your favor.

Elon Musk
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We were somewhere past
6,000 feet on an ascent to
the Grinnell Glacier in

Montana when an excited fellow
descending the trail and speaking
broken English advised, “There is
a bear up the trail a little ways.” 

He followed up by saying that he
had captured several photos and it
was a neat experience. 

At least, I think that’s what he
said. His strong accent, combined
with a general lack of oxygen due
to the altitude I’d reached while
seeking a perfect landscape shot,
may have caused a momentary
lapse in understanding. In retro-
spect, perhaps he was actually ex-
pressing that a giant beast was
approaching and I should flee for
my life.

In the next few moments, many
thoughts rushed through my mind:
Should I re-think my hike to the
summit? Was it a good idea to
pack along roughly 20 pounds of
camera equipment on a five mile
hike to the top of a mountain?
Should I be holding my bear spray
in a ready-to-fire position? Did the
fellow actually pause to tell me
about the bear, or was he main-
taining a steady pace to get fur-
ther away? And finally, who might
I sacrifice if a bear charged me?

I admit that the news was both
exciting and at the same time,
scary. From the standpoint of a
photographer, there is nothing to
parallel an opportunity to capture
the splendor of nature—whether
wildlife or still life. I had already
photographed scenery, flowers and
people. But a good bear photo
would place an exclamation point
on the entire trip, while validating
why I would carry a single lens
that weighed 11 pounds and en-
dure an onslaught of snarky com-

ments from other hikers.
“Can you see the moon with

that?” or “I bet that’s heavy,” were
among the many comments shared
by people, who always seemed to
accompany their self-professed wit
with maniacal laughter while I
stood sweating profusely and
silently wondering if they might
make good bear bait.

After lengthy contemplation
with my wife about whether or not
to continue along the rocky single
width trail, I figured there were
several people in front of us, so we
were relatively safe from an at-
tack. But, just in case, I tapped on
the bear spray hanging from a belt
loop just to make sure it was read-
ily available, then continued my
ascent, speaking a little louder
with every step.

By the time we reached the end
of the trail, which was roped off
with a sign that read, “Danger, av-
alanches possible,” I noted some
20 people staring in the vicinity of
a large mass of snow, where,
perched at the top in a leisurely
slumber, was a sizeable grizzly
bear. The problem was that he was
nowhere near the trail. In fact, a
young mule deer and a couple of
ground squirrels were the only
wildlife within reasonable dis-
tance, and they quickly shied away

from all the people.
So, after capturing a few distant

bear images from my perch at the
top of a boulder, I began my own
descent, quickly noting how much
heavier the camera equipment
seemed as I looked into the distant
valley where my truck was parked,
five miles away.

There were plenty of other ani-
mals to see as we trudged on, but
suddenly, nothing seemed to draw
the same level of excitement as an
up-close and personal encounter
with a bear. And, although my wife
failed to share my disappoint-
ment—even pausing to point out a
young bull moose lying near a
small pond and roughly 75 more
ground squirrels and waterfalls, I
just couldn’t garner interest to
capture more than a couple of
frames.

So, until the next time we travel
to Glacier or Yellowstone Parks,
I’ll have to settle for the images I
was able to capture: a mountain
goat, a chickadee, lots of ground
squirrels and enough mountains
and mountain flowers to easily
supplement an entire book of
scenery.

And, I’ll continue to wonder how
I would have handled a grizzly
bear standing along the trail.

Probably the first step would be
to find one of those who made a
snarky comment about my camera
lens.

Ken Knepper, who found it ironic
that a can of bear spray—which is

actually a form of pepper spray
used to ward off aggressive bears

when they get within 30 feet—costs
more than an entire box of bullets

that can be used at distances much
greater, can be reached at
Ken.Knepper@gmail.com.

Ten miles a challenge loaded for bear

Guest Editorial

Public forum the best
way to hear opinions,
have back and forth

We adopted a new member
of the family on the 4th of
July. His name is Maver-

ick. 
This process was not without a

lot of anxiety on my part. After all,
I apparently killed his predecessor. 

But, with lots of handholding and
advice from a young woman named
Katie at the pet store, the girls and
I decided to take a chance on the
little guy.

In the store, row after row of
Beta fish are displayed in what
would appear to me to be inhu-
mane living conditions. How can
they possibly be happy in those
plastic dishes looking like clear
margarine containers? 

Katie assured us that Beta fish
are loners. They live the single life
in their own puddles. 

In fact, co-habitation with other
fish will most certainly lead to as-
sassination by the dominant male. 

Now there’s a great bedtime
story for your kids.  

Katie went on to explain the
likely cause of death the first, and
last, fish we had. Jack was a blue
Beta my youngest brought home
from her dad’s house. 

Most likely, we didn’t have the
water properly prepared in his new
tank and the transition caused a
horrible reaction for the poor guy.
I’ll spare you the details she gave
me. I already feel bad enough.

Ironically, we brought him to our
house to rescue him from the new
cat at her dad’s house. When I
broke the news to my five-year-old
daughter, she looked at me with
widening eyes and said, “Well, he
was a part of my life for a long
time.”

Ouch.
But onward!
We were first attracted to Maver-

ick’s vibrant purple color. The tip-
ping point for me, though, was
watching him dart around in that
little plastic dish. 

The fish had spunk. I like spunk. 
Katie tested the water sample we

brought from our tank and an-
nounced we were “approved” to
take him home. 

The glass doors of the pet store
slid open, and we emerged into the
sunny day with the little guy and a
moss ball to prevent algae. I kept
silently saying to myself, “You can

do this. People have fish that live.
You can do this.”

Successfully introduced to his
new, larger digs, he seems to be en-
joying life. He darts around the
tank. He sleeps behind the filter
motor. He pays little attention to
the ornamentation of plastic plants
and a stone bridge. Apparently,
those items are a marketing ploy to
increase the owner’s pleasure, not
the inhabitant.

But here’s the part I didn’t ex-
pect. I would swear he engages
with me. He looks directly at me. I
talk to him, “Hey, Maverick, ready
to eat?” In response, he swims up to
the corner and waits.

And then, my imagination takes
over. I call it the Pixar Complex. 

I find myself thinking about the
characters from the Disney Pixar
movie “Finding Nemo.” I think
about Gill, Peach, Bubbles and
Jacques living in the dentist’s office
tank.

It is just a movie, right? Fish
don’t really have personalities, do
they?

Saturday night, I walked by the
tank and made eye contact with
Maverick. 

He stared me down. 
I gave him a worm treat. 
Darn you, Disney! 

Tina Payne is the executive direc-
tor of Harvey County United Way.

Maverick makes for a beta pet

CONVERSATION PIECE

KEN KNEPPER

BRINGIN’ THE PAYNE

TINA PAYNE

There are a great many people who are frustrated
with the City of Newton. A story about proposed
event fee increases by the city garnered a lot of at-

tention last week and resulted in a public forum for or-
ganizers and the public to speak directly to staff and
commissioners. 

The chambers at city hall were pretty full at the
forum. There were leaders from all over the community
there to hear what City Administrator Bob Myers and
the rest of staff had to say about the fees. 

Once Myers set the stage and explained where the
city was coming from, he opened the floor up for com-
ments and questions. 

It made my heart happy. 
What happened

last Thursday
night was govern-
ment in its best
form: government
not just hearing
the comments on
the phone, reading
them on social
media and the
newspaper, but lis-
tening directly to
those who care in
a place where
there can be true back and forth. 

It was uncomfortable at times. It certainly can't be
fun as one of those who are trying to explain proposed
event increases, but getting out in front of what could
have been an angry group of people wanting answers is
actually the best thing the city could have done. 

I feel after leaving the meeting that staff and commis-
sioners heard those concerns and really care about
them. 

At the time of this writing, I don't know if they passed
the fee increases or not, but if they do, they listened to
the public and know who won't be happy and who will
be OK. 

In other words, they went in with a good picture of
what people think about the fees and voted with as
much feedback as possible. 

Too often, government operates with only a reporter
or two in the back of a room. In Newton, we are lucky to
have that, as in many communities there aren't even re-
porters there but just a cast of empty chairs, and gov-
ernment gets to do whatever they like without anyone
knowing about it and with no feedback from those who
pay taxes.

That isn't the case in Newton. 
You can say whatever you like about the City of New-

ton and how they operate, because that is a right you
have as a taxpayer in this country. Government is
openly praised and criticized ,and that is one of the best
things about this country. What you can't say is that the
city hasn't operated in the open, at least on this issue,
and I appreciate that. 

The best kind of government is the kind that operates
in the open, listens to the pubic, and makes a decision in
the open afterwards.

Not often enough are efforts like the one they made
recognized. I hope more public forums come in the fu-
ture and appreciated the opportunity to publicly and
openly speak on behalf of our company.

Joey Young is the majority owner of Kansas 
Publishing Ventures which publishes Newton Now. He

can be reached at: joey@kspublishingventures.com

PUBLISHER

JOEY YOUNG

It’s time to give blood
We don’t know about the rest of you, but it seems

like summer is the time of year when we tend to put
off donating blood.

It’s hot, and having a bandage wrapped around your
arm half the day doesn’t seem attractive. Plus, you
can’t get it wet, so forget a trip to the pool or the lake
to cool off. And the dehydration factor sometimes
makes us think twice.

But we’d also like to remind you that blood donation
is one of the easiest ways to save someone’s life, and
even though it may be uncomfortable for a few hours,
it can make the world of difference to someone who
needs it.

Clearly, we’re not alone in avoiding blood donation
in summertime. According to a press release from the
American Red Cross, “Nearly 61,000 fewer blood dona-
tions than needed were given through the Red Cross
in May and June, prompting the emergency call for
donations in early July. The shortfall was the equiva-
lent of the Red Cross not receiving any blood dona-
tions for more than four days.”

Donors of all blood types are needed right now, as
the organization is experiencing a serious blood short-
age, despite many people coming in when the call
went out earlier this month.

“The blood supply is like a cell phone battery, it con-
stantly needs recharging,” said Jan Hale, communica-
tions manager of the Red Cross Central Plains Blood
Services Region. “We sincerely appreciate those who
have responded to the call to help save lives and en-
courage those who haven’t to consider rolling up a
sleeve and give the gift of life. It only takes about an
hour but can mean a lifetime for patients.”

We have our appointment set up. Now it’s your turn,
and if you have already donated recently, thank you.
You’re awesome.

There are several ways to schedule an appointment.
Call 1-800-RED-CROSS, visit their website at red-
crossblood.org or download their blood donor app. You
can also complete the health history questionnaire on-
line to get in and out more quickly on the day of your
appointment.

As a bonus, in addition to saving a life, the Red
Cross is offering people who donate now through
Thursday, Aug. 31, an electronic $5 gift card to Target,
which they’ll e-mail to you.

None of us know when we or a loved one will need a
blood transfusion.

As we’re having fun this summer, there are so many
opportunities for accidents to happen, and we all have
the chance to make this a summer of miracles rather
than tragedies for those who will receive blood dona-
tions.

It’s time to stick your arm out and make a differ-
ence.

—Lindsey Young, The Clarion, which is a sister 
publication of Newton Now.
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favorite snack, and we all
have snacks all day, so
that's kind of a fun thing,”
she said.

Of course, Duerksen has
a number of responsibili-
ties as city clerk, which in-
clude some that are
statutorily required and
some day-to-day jobs.
She's the official records
keeper, takes care of
cemetery records, handles
permits for alcohol and
food licensing, fireworks
permits, street closings
and “then all the other du-
ties, as assigned,” she
said. In addition, she's in
charge of doing tags for
city vehicles and is record-
ing secretary for the New-
ton City Commission and
puts together agenda
packets.

“[Duerksen] also serves
on an internal working
group, which developed
and operates our em-
ployee wellness program,
which is a key component
in helping keep our em-
ployee health insurance
rates down,” according to
Myers. “She is part of the
Healthy Harvey Coalition
and wears many other
hats. She went through

several years of required
training and education to
attain the designation as
being a Certified Munici-
pal Clerk and is very ac-
tive in the Kansas
Association of Municipal
Clerks and Finance Offi-
cers, which operates that
certification program.”

She has been in many
positions in that organiza-
tion and is known by her
colleagues all over the
state, Myers said.

“Additionally, Denise is
a great ambassador for
the city through her vol-
unteer work with the
chamber and other local
organizations,” he added.

Because she's been
working for the city for so
long—she's in her 27th
year—she possesses a
great deal of institutional
knowledge. If someone
wants to know something,
people send folks to her.

“Go talk to Denise,”
they say.

Duerksen also certifies
special assessments to the
county every year, like for
tax-exempt certificates for
projects they do.

“I love the variety of it's
never the same day-in and
day-out,” Duerksen said
about her job. “I've gotten
to meet a lot of interesting
people and get involved
with things in the commu-

nity. It's the variety of
day-to-day stuff. It's never
the same.”

Although Duerksen has
fun and enjoys her job,
there can be tests.

“There's always chal-
lenges in any job,” she
said. “It's how you ap-
proach them. When you
serve as a public servant,
budget is always a chal-
lenge. People expect a lot
from the city. They expect
us to take care of their
needs.”

Usually, when folks call
the city, they're angry, she
said, adding it could be
about anything, a pothole,
water or a street light not
working. She said that
sometimes people don't
understand how govern-
ment works. For instance,
if someone complains
about their neighbors'
weeds being overgrown,
they might not under-
stand why the problem
isn't taken care of that
day. She said there are
processes they have to fol-
low, so that can be a chal-
lenge. For weeds, they
have to first send out a
letter and that regulations
can be a challenge, as they
have to follow them.

“And we don't get a say
in what some of them are,”
she said about regulations.

This kind of goes along

with something else
Duerksen enjoys about her
job, and that is being a lis-
tening ear to the public.

“Sometimes you have
people call who just want
somebody to talk to and

when you can help them
with whatever issue they
have—let them vent,” she
said. “Feel good about
those. There have been a
number of times I've
helped people with those.”

One thing she said she
appreciates is when peo-
ple call to see if they can
do certain things; she ap-
preciates when people
check.

Since she's worked for
the city for 27 years, she's
been a public servant at
least that long. She
started as the administra-
tive assistant to then-City
Manager Phil Kloster, and
then in 1997, she also had
the added duties and title
of deputy city clerk. In
1998, she became just the
deputy city clerk, and
then in 2007, was named
city clerk. 

In addition to her on-
the-job training, Duerksen
also took a three-year
course of study with Wi-
chita State University in
an institute of municipal
clerks. 

“They take you through
absolutely everything a
city clerk does,” she said,
adding they train from
smaller-town city clerk
duties where the city clerk
also might be the adminis-
trator as well. In smaller
towns, city clerks also do
day-to-day operations, like
the court and utility
billing.

“We're a large enough
city we can separate those
things out,” Duerksen said
about Newton.

FUN
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton City Clerk Denise Duerksen peers through her “Director of Fun”
sign.

“Francis and Bill Mills were the
biggest influences,” Zimmerman
said in his home on Saturday.

Through those classes, Zimmer-
man learned things like welding,
which he incorporates in his hob-
bies, and one of the teachers
helped Zimmerman get his cur-
rent job.

“Bill Mills got me the job I have
today,” Zimmerman said. “I’ve
had [it] for 32 years.”

He said he works for Bumper to
Bumper and has had an interest
in vehicles since he was a lad.

“I’ve been hanging out in gas
stations and repair bays since I
was 8 years old,” he said. “I just
love it. I mean, I collect pieces of
barbed wire.”

Zimmerman and his wife,
Stephanie, will be one of 93 ven-
dors at Market in the Park, which
is from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 5, at Athletic Park in New-
ton.

In addition to his job, Zimmer-
man incorporates his interest in
cars at home with a hobby, mak-
ing tables out of Model A parts.
These tables have a rustic/steam-
punk flair.

He also gleaned the importance
of fixing things around the house
from his father, so Zimmerman is
quite handy.

“My dad just fixed everything
around the house,” he said,
adding it’s second nature to him
to fix things.

Together, Zimmerman and
Stephanie have S and S Cre-
ations, and both are NHS gradu-
ates.

After being asked what they
make, Zimmerman jokingly re-
sponded, “Messes.”

Stephanie added she makes a
lot of pallet art, tearing apart pal-
lets and making her own designs.

“Other people’s junk is my
palette,” she said.

“We believe one man’s junk, if
presented well, can become an-
other man’s junk,” Zimmerman
said, laughing.

Through their business, each
does his or her own work, al-
though they do work together. In
addition to pallet art, Stephanie
also makes birdbaths out of old
vases and plates. The pallet art
would be something people use as
decorations in their front yards,
as she fashions them into a vari-
ety of things, like holiday-themed
items, signs, butterflies and owls.
In addition, she makes animals,
such as bugs, bees and frogs, from
bowling balls. There are also
Easter bunnies, Fourth of July,
pumpkins, spiders, snowmen and
turkeys.

“We have a lot of people who

get a hold of her and have her
custom make things,” Zimmer-
man said. She also makes scare-
crows. “She can paint a crooked
smile on a scarecrow like you’ve
never seen.”

Zimmerman believes his wife is
more artsy than he is.

“She’s probably the more artis-
tic one,” he said. “Her dad made
stuff for Christmas [for] the spe-
cial ed department at the high
school. I think that’s where she
gets her artistic flair.”

Even though Stephanie might
be more artistic, both seem to be
rather creative. For instance,
Zimmerman makes custom cigar
ashtrays and does woodworking.
One such ashtray Zimmerman
had in his garage brought out the
big guns. It was made from a 100
mm anti-aircraft shell, and the
top part is comprised of rifle and
pistol shells.

“Mine’s probably a little more
rustic,” he said.

Zimmerman also said he loves
the hunt of finding things, like at
auctions or in other folks' trash.

“If you see a size 14 shoes hang-
ing out of a dumpster, that’s prob-
ably me,” he said, with a chuckle.

They both mostly repurpose
items, and they’ve only been
doing this for a couple of years. In
fact, they have a booth at Lay-
man’s in Newton. They also don’t
do a lot of craft shows. The first

one they did was to honor veter-
ans, and it was at El Dorado
Lake. In addition, they also had a
booth at Market in the Park last
year.

“I like to do the ironwork and
whatever she tells me to build,”
Zimmerman said.

Stephanie also works with
wood, as Zimmerman purchased
a scroll saw for her last Christ-
mas.

Both have different reasons for
starting the business and making
things.

“Just, honestly, for me was to
see if I could actually do it,”
Stephanie said, adding that since
her father was so talented, she
thought she might be able to do it,
too.

Zimmerman had another rea-
son.

“My inspiration for everything
would be my vocational teachers,”
he said.

In addition to selling their
crafts, they also sell vintage
items, where Zimmerman goes on
the hunt for things, like at auc-
tions.

“I like the hunt for the stuff and
the interaction with the people,”
he said, adding if he did that on
the Internet, he’d lose the per-
sonal interaction with folks, who
might tell them the history be-
hind something he’s buying. After
three clicks and Paypal, that’s
lost, he said.

“It’s all just a hobby,” Stephanie
added. “We both have full-time
jobs.”

To which Zimmerman replied,
“It’s fun we work on things to-
gether.”

Zimmerman’s vocational teach-
ers had an influence on the cur-
rent fun the couple has.

“I think vocational education is
so important, because not all of us
are going to be doctors and
lawyers,” Zimmerman said.

If you go
Market in the Park will

be from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 5, in Ath-
letic Park in Newton during
the Harvey County Fair.

The market will feature
craft/handmade/vintage/di-
rect sales items. This year,
there will be 93 vendors.

PARK
From Page 1

HEET, stuffed animals, dolls,
Beanie Babies, rubber ducks,
towels, at least one each of a
toaster and coffeemaker,
gloves, military branch flags,
snacks and even a $5 ham-
burger combo.

“My regular customers buy
’em,” Winkler said about the
toilet tissue and coffee
creamer.

The store opened last De-
cember, and the only em-
ployee Winkler has is a
16-year-old salesman named
Lucas Roberts of Newton,
who attends Newton High
School.

Roberts is quick to offer
customers a donut or a re-
freshing cold drink on a hot
summer day.

“It’s that charisma that
makes money,” Roberts said.
“There’s other vendors that
bring [Winkler] stuff, too.”

Winkler said business this
summer has been slow.

“Winter is more busy,” he
said, adding that’s when peo-
ple get out and walk around
downtown.

Winkler, a single father of
three, has sold items all over
the United States.

“Having a business is a lot
different than selling on the
streets,” he said, adding he’s
sold items wholesale—noth-
ing nefarious. “I’ve been sell-
ing since I was 15, for 25
years now.”

Roberts recalled when the
shop first was in town.

“I remember when it first

opened,” he said. “It was just
a small shop with a couple ta-
bles.”

Now it’s grown to many
shelves and tables at the
front of the store. Other items
for sale include Breast Can-
cer Awareness items, like key
chains, a coffee cup, water
bottles and hats; backpacks;
pocket knives; sunglasses;
Zippos; an antique sewing
machine; and fidget spinners.
There's also a circa 1950 cash
register that works in there.

“He puts all the money he
makes back into the shop,”
Roberts said, adding the most
expensive items they sell are
remote-control cars, and as of
Monday afternoon, they had
a pink one outside the store
on the sidewalk.

“It’s big enough for a tod-
dler to sit in,” Winkler said.

One thing Winkler said he
likes to do is help people and
has been helping drug addicts
get clean.

Winkler also is helping
Roberts by giving him a job,
and part of Roberts’ duties in-
clude babysitting. Roberts
said he’s saving his money to
start his life after high school,
and he also wants to buy a
firearm for his girlfriend as a
present, since she has quite
the interest in firearms.

In addition to selling many
items, the store can laser a
photo onto wood or paper that
a customer brings in.

Future plans for the store
include opening the back area
to sell food.

Store hours are 10 a.m. to
5-ish p.m. Mondays through
Saturdays.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
These are some of the Zimmermans' creations.

BUSINESS
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Have 2 Have It owner Nathaniel Winkler sorts some items Monday in the
store. 

helped with street projects
for the Kansas Logistics
Park. 

By 2016, $900,000 of
sales tax revenues went
into the city’s bond and in-
terest fund to pay for in-
frastructure projects.
Other monies went to-
ward economic develop-
ment projects like
promotions of downtown
or a savings fund to pro-
vide incentives to relocate
industries and jobs to
Newton.

“Our current budget for
the last two years has in-
cluded dedicating

$250,000 to go into a re-
serve to fund potential in-
centives. We do have some
money to help out. We use
economic development
funding to give the cham-
ber for downtown business
promotions that comes
out. We budget $100,000 a
year for the Meridian
Center.”

In total, Myers said
Newton received $3.16
million in revenue from
the one-cent sales tax this
year. On top of that, New-
ton receives an additional
one-percent of sales tax
that goes directly into
general fund.

Notable changes in the
current budget moves
$230,000 of the sales tax

dollars from infrastruc-
ture projects and economic
development and into the
city's general fund, how-
ever. 

The reasoning behind
the move was explained
during city work sessions
as a way to raise city
taxes by 3.04 mills with-
out forcing it to hold a
vote on tax increases.

Newton administration
estimated that, in accor-
dance with a new Kansas
law, it could only raise
taxes by 1.7 mills without
triggering a public vote,
which would allow it to
raise taxes by more with
voter approval.

However, the “property
tax cap” law makes ex-

emptions to tax increases
for certain city costs, such
as interest payments.

So the city plans to pull
the sales tax dollars out of
its bond and interest fund
and put those into the
general fund.

It will technically in-
crease taxes by 1.7 mills
to fund the non-tax-cap
exempt items in the gen-
eral fund. It will then in-
crease taxes by 1.3 mills
to pay for its bond and in-
terest fund, making that
tax increase exempt from
the Kansas law. 

Myers said that the
move is still in keeping
with the spirit of the origi-
nal sales tax increase
county voters approved.

Infrastructure develop-
ments will continue to be
funded with the sales tax,
along with economic de-
velopment and property
tax relief. 

He also said that some
projects, such as “road
overlay” projects, perhaps
should have been origi-
nally paid with the gen-
eral fund dollars and
weren't exactly significant
infrastructure develop-
ments. 

A figure of $230,000
would amount to a 7.2
percent increase of sales
tax dollars reallocated to
the general fund. 

“To move some of that
back to the property tax
portion is keeping in the

spirit of [the law],” Myers
said. “The deviation is
small.”

In all, the 3 mill in-
crease would raise taxes
on a $100,000 home by
$34 annually. The in-
crease would help pay for
a $100,000 capital im-
provement plan for Sand
Creek Golf Course added
into this year’s budget, as
well as $26,000 of an addi-
tional building inspector's
salary. The budget will
also provide for upcoming
projects such as setting
aside $250,000 for a fu-
ture police building. 

Should the City of New-
ton approve its final
budget, it would bring the
city mill levy up to 60.16.

TAX
From Page 1
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

OBITUARIES

Thursday, July 27
5:15 p.m.—Tai Chi. Grand Central.
6 p.m.—Cap’n Literary Crunch. Newton Public Li-

brary.
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members

and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2.
6 p.m.—Newton Area Cancer Support Group. Shalom

Mennonite Church.
6:30 p.m.—Newton Toastmaster Meeting. Newton

Recreation Commission.
7 p.m.—Harvey County Maker Club. Newton Public

Library.

Friday, July 28
9:30 a.m.—Summer Toddler Story Time. Newton Pub-

lic Library.
10:30 a.m.—Summer Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library. 
2 p.m.—Better Builder: 3D Submarine. Newton Pub-

lic Library.
6 p.m.—Friday Night Games. Grand Central.
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Club Special (Bill’s

Burgers, Brats and Ribs). Members and guests welcome.
American Legion Post 2.

Saturday, July 29
8 a.m. to noon—Harvey County Farmers Market.

Parking lot between 6th and Main.
9 a.m.—Book Signing: Cindy Amos. Faith and Life

Bookstore.
9 a.m.—HopeFest: Harvey County Resource Fair.

Newton Recreation Commission.
3 p.m.—Teen Breakout EDU. Newton Public Library.
6 p.m.—SRP Pool Party for Finishers. Newton Munic-

ipal Pool.

Sunday, July 30
10:30 a.m.—African Children’s Choir Concert. First

Presbyterian Church.

Monday, July 31
All Day—Grand Central Billiards. Four competition

quality tables available for use Monday through Friday
at Grand Central.

9:30 a.m.—Learning Festival with Spokes. Newton
Public Library. 

10 a.m.—Blood Pressure Check. Grand Central.
11:45 a.m.—Friendship Meals. Call (316) 283-2222 for

reservation. Monday through Friday at Grand Central.
1:30 p.m.—Golden Notes. Call at (316) 283-2222 to

schedule a performance. Grand Central.
4 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Newton Public

Library.
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members

and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2.
7 p.m.—Beginners Square Dance Class. Grand Cen-

tral.
7 p.m.—Summer Preschool Story Time. Newton Pub-

lic Library.

Tuesday, August 1
10:30 a.m.—Bingo. Grand Central.
10:30 a.m.—Garden Club. Newton Public Library.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert.

Newton Rec. Center.
1 p.m.—Craft Handwork. Grand Central.
3 to 5:30 p.m.—Harvey County Farmers Market.

Parking lot between 6th and Main.
6 p.m.—Hungry Games for Teen Winners. Newton

Public Library.
6:45 p.m.—Newton Linux User’s Group. Newton Pub-

lic Library.
7 p.m.—American Legion Auxiliary Meeting. Ameri-

can Legion Post 2.
7 p.m.—Round Dance. Grand Central.
7 to 9 p.m.—Newton Rocks Paint Party. Moxie Grill.

Wednesday, August 2
1 p.m.—Cards/Games. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool for Women. Donation of $1

per week. Grand Central.
3:30 p.m.—Master Builders. Newton Public Library.
5 p.m.—Mystery Lover’s Book Club: “The Spellman

Flies” by Lisa Lutz. Newton Public Library.
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Grill Special (Enchi-

ladas). Members and guests welcome. American Legion
Post 2.

To submit events for the community calendar, contact
Mike Mendez at mike@harveycountynow.com.

Myers, Bergner to
marry on Oct. 14

Mr. and Mrs. Rob
Myers of Halstead
are pleased to an-
nounce the engage-
ment of their
daughter, Anna Marie
Myers, to Jared
Michael Bergner, son
of Gary Bergner, Wi-
chita, and Linda
Bergner, Sedgwick.

The bride-elect has
a fire science degree
from Hutchinson
Community College
and is an emergency
room receptionist at
Newton Medical Cen-
ter. She also works
part time in the dis-
patch center at Via
Christi - St. Francis
hospital in Wichita, and serves as an EMT with the City
of Halstead.

Bergner has an automotive technician degree from
Pratt Community College and an emergency medical
services-paramedic degree from Hutchinson Community
College and is employed with the City of Newton
Fire/EMS Department as a firefighter/paramedic. 

The couple met while both volunteered for the City of
Halstead's Fire/EMS Department. 

Their wedding will be Oct. 14, 2017, at the Redbud
Party Barn in Douglass.

Jared Bergner and Anna Myers

Judith Mae
(Kochenower) Schmidt
was born July 19, 1944,
in Newton to Harold and
Nina Kochenower. She
was the third of five chil-
dren. She died on July
22, 2017, after a series of
illnesses at Via Christi/
St. Francis Hospital. 

She attended Lincoln
Grade School and gradu-
ated from Newton High
School in 1962. As a
young girl, she worked
for Moore's IGA. She en-
joyed going to the drive-
in and dragging Main
Street while only using a
$1 worth of gas. She also
loved to fish as long as
someone baited her
hook. 

On Sept. 19, 1964, she
married Ronnie Schmidt
of Lehigh. They were
married at the First
Methodist Church in
Newton, Kan., which re-
sulted in 53 years of
marriage. After their
wedding, they resided in
Denver for one year.
They moved back to
Kansas after Ronnie’s
service was complete. In
1966, they bought their
first farm. Ronnie re-
members Judy crying all
the way home from the
bank, worried they
would never pay off their
debt. During this time,
they were blessed with
two children and enjoyed
many years of farm life
together. Kimberly was
born May 19, 1967, and
Craig was born on Sept.
10, 1969.

After the children
were school age, she
started working at
Bethesda Home in Goes-

sel as a cook. She
worked her way up to
food service supervisor
after taking a correspon-
dence course from The
University of Florida.
She worked for Bethesda
for almost 20 years.
Later, she worked at
Dale's Supermarket in
Hillsboro for 10 years.
She loved being around
people. 

Judy is survived by
her husband, Ronnie of
the home; daughter, Kim
and Jerry Lewis and
their children, Tyler and
Sara Schmidt, and Trey
Schmidt; son, Craig and
Jody Schmidt and their
children, Jayce, Jerah,
Javin and Jayley
Schmidt; sister, Joyce
Campbell of Pedro, Ohio;
brother, Danny and Vicki
Kochenower of Newton;
and many nieces and
nephews.

She was preceded in
death by her parents,
sister, Sheila Ratzlaff;
and brother, Harold
Kochenower Jr.

Funeral service will be
at 10 a.m. Thursday,
July 27, at Tabor Men-
nonite Church in rural
Newton with Pastors
Phil Schmidt and Rosie
Jantz presiding. Visita-
tion was 5 to 9 p.m.
Wednesday at Petersen
Funeral Home in New-
ton, with the family re-
ceiving friends from 6:30
to 8 p.m. at the funeral
home. Burial will be in
the Tabor Mennonite
Cemetery.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Salem Home in
Hillsboro in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.

JUDITH SCHMIDT
Dorothy Ann Hanna

Lytle, 92, passed away
Thursday, July 13, 2017,
surrounded by her family.

She was a loving
mother, grandmother and
great-grandmother.

Dorothy was born
March 7, 1925, to
Gertrude Wourms Hanna
and George J. Hanna Sr.
of Newton. Dorothy grew
up in Newton, married
and lived in Dallas or the
past 47 years.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Everett C. Lytle (Blackie);
her sister, Patricia Ware;
and her brother, George
Hanna from Newton. 

She is survived by three
daughters, Mary T. Lytle,
Chelle Bish and Patti
Wilke, along with son-in-
law, Mike Bish, all living
in the Dallas-Fort Worth
area.

She also is survived by
her loving grandchildren,
Erin and John Hollister of
Austin Texas, Jeff Wilke of
Washington, D.C., Toby
and Chanel Bish, Kalie
and Lane Simmons, and
Nathan Bish, all of which
reside in the Fort Worth,
Texas, area; and two
great-grandchildren,
Parker and Ellie Sim-
mons. She leaves behind a
brother, Edward Hanna
(94) of Wichita; sister-in-
laws, Bette Anne Hanna
of Wichita and Betty Jean
Hanna of Newton; along
with numerous nieces and
nephews.

A celebration of life and
Mass will be at 10 a.m.
Saturday, July 29, at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church in
Newton. In lieu of flowers,
the family asks you con-
sider donations to St. Jude
Hospital.

DOROTHY LYTLE

Dora Louise Claassen,
97, died on Wednesday,
July 19, in Whitewater.

She was born Nov. 18,
1919, in Medford, Okla.,
to Henry and Helen
Unruh Janzen. On May
6, 1945, she married
Daniel Claassen in Med-
ford, and they made their
home in the Whitewater
community.

She was preceded in
death by her husband; a
sister, Selma Eck; and in-
fant brother, Henry.

Survivors include a
son, Richard and wife
Yvonne of Whitewater;
daughters, Cheryl and
Mark Robinson of
Raleigh, N.C., and Joan

and Randy Guhr of Ponca
City, Ark.; seven grand-
children; and 13 great-
grandchildren.

A graveside service was
on July 21, at the Swiss
Cemetery in Whitewater,
with the memorial serv-
ice at 6:30 p.m. Friday,
July 28, at Swiss Church
in Whitewater. A meal
will be served for family
and friends at 5:30 p.m.
at the church.

The family suggests
memorials to the Jewish
Awareness Ministries or
the Whitewater Commu-
nity Church Building
Fund. Lamb Funeral
Home of Whitewater is in
charge of arrangements.

DORA CLAASSEN

July 23
Arrests:
Kemeyonne Taylor, 22,

Junction City, operating
vehicle without a license,
I-135 MM 29

Joshua Cherry, 29,
McPherson, driving with
invalid license, I-135
MM 29

Demetrius Johnson,
31, invalid license, 100
Blk SW 22

Criminal calls:
Domestic Disturbance,

100 Blk W Fifth St
Assault, 1100 Blk N

Pine St

July 22
Arrests: 
Donna Miller, 26,

Wellington, warrant, 700
Blk W 12th St

Secilla Olmedo-Contr-
eras, 27, Newton, oper-
ate a motor vehicle
without valid license,
failure to stop at a stop
sign, 800 Blk E First

Javaris Edwards, 27,
Newton, domestic bat-
tery, 600 Blk Medical
Center Dr

Criminal calls:

Fraud, 1700 Blk S
Kansas Ave

July 21
Arrests:
David Ford, 51, New-

ton, warrant, 300 Blk N
Spencer

Criminal calls:
Assault/Battery, 900

Blk N High St

July 20
Arrests:
Douglas Moser,

54,Newton, criminal
trespass, 700 Blk N Dun-
can

Joseph Collins Leon,
34, criminal threat,  war-
rant, 300 Blk N Elm St

Charles Brown, 50,
distribution of narcotic,
100 Blk Southport Apart-
ment 14

July 19
Arrests:
Charles Naylor, 57, St.

Louis, driving with sus-
pended license, 1000 Blk
N Walnut

Tyla Powell, 25, New-
ton, warrant, 400 Blk E
Second

Ryan Tallman, 30, do-
mestic battery, 300 Blk E
Eighth

Taud Vosburg, 34, war-
rant, 800 Blk N Main St

Martin Lujano-
Ramirez, 24, warrant,
100 Blk W Elm St Wi-
chita

Shelby Pratt, 19, war-
rant, 700 Blk SE Stone
Road, El Dorado

David Lewallen, 55,
Newton, warrant, 700
Blk W 12th

Criminal calls:
Drug Violation, mari-

juana, Newton

July 18
Arrests:
Joseph Schultz, 33,

Newton, battery, 200 Blk
Meadowbrook Drive

James Harkleroad, 47,
Newton, battery, 200 Blk
Meadowbrook Dr 

Nancy Ottley, 56,
Moundridge, theft, 400
Blk Windward Dr

Elizabeth Wilson, 26,
Newton, disorderly con-
duct, 800 Blk12

Richard Beatty, 30,
Newton, violation of pro-

tection order
Connie Bates, 58, Wi-

chita, warrant, 100 Blk
E Eighth St

Carib Walker, 37, Wi-
chita, driving while a ha-
bitual violator, I-135 MM
27.5

Criminal calls:
Larceny, 100 Blk W

12th St
Larceny, 300 Blk N

Main 

July 17
Arrests:
Oscar Hall, 56, New-

ton, assault, 600 Blk SE
3 

Serene Good, 22,
McPherson, warrant,
1200 Blk N Main St

William Hickey, 25,
Inman, driving while
suspended, US 50 MM
272

James Harllee, 46,
Newton, warrant, 100
Blk E Eigth St

Criminal calls:
Domestic Disturbance,

900 Blk S Ash St
Larceny, 400 Blk

Santa Fe St

Camp Hawk outpaces East Park when it comes to building rentals

Camp Hawk outpaced
East Park for community
building rentals and has
accounted for a third of
such rentals for county
parks since 2014.

According to rental
numbers presented at
Monday's county com-
mission meeting, Camp
Hawk has accounted for
33 percent of community
building rentals since
2014. During that time,
81 percent of Camp
Hawk renters were in-
county residents, com-
pared to 67 percent for
West Park and 69 per-
cent for East Park.

“It's higher than what
I estimated,” Commis-
sioner Chip Westfall said
of the numbers pre-
sented.

Discussions about sell-
ing Camp Hawk have

swirled
since
last Sep-
tember
when
the
county
began
work to
sell the
park, before a successful
protest petition forced
Harvey County to put
the decision up to a pub-
lic vote.

At the time, the county
held that revenues were
50 percent of expendi-
tures, and the park cost
$14,000 to keep open.

According to budget in-
formation provided to
Newton Now on Monday,
the county spent $19,945
on park operations for
2016, while the park
brought in a total rev-
enue of $16,020. The
county also spent
$18,340 on personnel
costs assigned to the
park. The county would

keep paying the same
costs for staff if it does
sell Camp Hawk, as it
does not plan to lay off
any parks department
staff.

Since 2014, West Park
has seen 231 community
building rentals, Camp
Hawk 188 rentals and
East Park 144 rentals.

It should be noted that
West Park also has two
additional available
smaller shelters for rent
that were not included in
the information release.

During 2016, West
Park's community build-
ing accounted for $11,250
for county usage fees, as
the county charged $150
per use. Camp Hawk
generated $6,500 in fees
at the rate of $125 per
use. Volunteer Hall gen-
erated $5,750 for 46
uses.

Park proponent Dan
Harms said the recent
numbers show what sup-
porters have been saying:

county residents use it.
“I think the citizens

would miss it if it wasn't
there,” he said. “I was
probably trying to keep it
on the conservative side
so I didn't overstate what
we're talking about,” he
added of use numbers.

Harms was present at
a recent budget hearing
where he and Camp
Hawk supporter Jeremy
Kindy continued to lobby
for the park and remind
commissioners that it ac-
counts for a small part of
Harvey County's parks
budget compared to its
amount of use.

In 2016, the county re-
leased that, from 2011 to
2015, Camp Hawk
spending accounted for
5.4 percent of its overall
park budget.

The whole issue is ex-
pected to be on the ballot
in November, where vot-
ers will be faced with a
decision on whether to
sell or keep the park.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Westfall
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Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com
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FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!
Your classified ad will appear in all of these papers - Hillsboro
Free Press, Newton Now and The Herington Times...reaching
every Marion County household as well as Newton Now and

Herington Times subscribers.

Call 620-947-5702 or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Line ads: 
$7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 

(minimum of 1x2 
at $25.50)

Truck 
Drivers

needed for custom 
harvesting. 

CDL required. 

Will help right person 
get CDL. 

316-284-1663
Russ in Canton, KS

Jones Electric INC. is 
hiring a FULL TIME

LICENSED 
ELECTRICIAN. 

Needs to be self motivated
and able to work 

independently. Class B
CDL preferred. 

Great benefits. Call 
785-258-2912 or come by 

903 Industrial Street in
Herington.

Learning Community
Resource 

Coordinator
Part-time, salary 

commensurate with 
education and experience. 

To apply please visit:
http://employment.but-
lercc.edu/postings/2414

Marion

SUBSTITUTES NEEDED
AT USD 410

Are you looking for a great
way to earn income? Are you

interested in working with
students? USD 410 is 

accepting application for 
the following substitute 

positions for the 
2017-2018 school year:

Office Assistant – Work with
staff to assist students; per-
form varied clerical, record
keeping and secretarial duties
in the office. Must be organ-
ized and computer proficient.
Classroom Aide – Work with
students requiring academic,
physical or emotional assis-
tance. 
Transportation – Transport
regular route students to and
from school or activities route
students to events and games.
Training for CDL provided.
Custodial – Work with staff to
maintain the facilities of the
district schools through clean-
ing, trash pickup and general
housekeeping duties. 
Food Service – Work with
trained staff in meal prepara-
tion, serving and cleaning of
the facility. Training in Food
Service Basics provided.
Teachers - Must have either a
current Kansas teaching li-
cense, substitute license or
emergency substitute license.
If you are interested in obtain-
ing a license, you must have at
least 60 hours of college
credit.

Applications available online
at our website

www.usd410.net 
or contact Carla Harmon at

620-947- 3184 ext. 3 
to apply. E.O.E.

Marion County Sheriff’s
Department has an opening
for a fulltime Dispatcher. 

This is shift work; nights,
weekends and holiday’s

General Purpose:  Answers
and dispatches E911 and

Administrative calls for law
enforcement, fire, and
Emergency Medical 

Services (EMS) agencies 

Qualifications include:
High School graduate 

or equivalent
EEOC.  Marion County
does not discriminate

against the handicapped 
in employment or 

provision of services.

Apply at:  Marion County
Sheriff’s Office, 202 S 4th

Marion, Kansas 66861 

Telephone number 
(620) 382-2144.  

911 COMMUNICATIONS
OPERATOR 

“DISPATCHER”

Operations 
Assistant

Full time operations assistant
will coordinate the Whole-
goods trade flow process as
well as maintain appearance

of all new and used inventory,
grounds upkeep and store

maintenance. 
Benefits include medical,
401K, paid holiday and 

paid vacations.
Apply at:

Lang Diesel, Inc.
603 N. Ash

Hillsboro, KS 67063
620-947-3182

Marion County Sheriff's
Office is taking 

applications for a 
full time 

SHERIFF’S 
DEPUTY

and
CORRECTIONS 

OFFICER

Applications available at the
Marion County Sheriff's 

Office or completed 
on line through 

http://www.marioncoks.net 

Salem Home currently
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash
PH: 620-947-2272

Or obtain an application at:
Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

* FT  night shift C.N.A.
* PT  evening shift C.N.A
* PT evening shift CMA

Part-time RN;
Day Shift

4:00 am to 4:00 pm
Contact: Janet Herzet, 
Living Center Director
620-382- 2177 Ext. 354

St. Luke Hospital and 
Living Center

535 S. Freeborn
Marion, KS  66861

Apply online @ 
www.slhmarion.org

Marion City Library 
is hiring 

Library Aide
18 hours a week

Computer skills required

Applications available 
at the 

Marion City Library
101 Library St.

Marion, KS

Applications available 
at district office, 
785-983-4304 or 

on website, 
www.usd397.com  

EOE

Centre USD 397
is accepting 

applications for the
following positions: 

• Substitute Teachers
• Substitute Bus Drivers
• Substitute Paras

Morris County Hospital
RN Needed - Full-Time Nightshift

In the Beautiful Flint Hills. 25-bed critical access hospital is 
accepting applications for a Full-time Registered Nurse, 

12 hour shift position, 5p-5a.  Competitive salary and benefits,
with nights and weekends differential pay.  An application can
be printed from the hospital website: mrcohosp.com or can be

picked up at the hospital’s Admissions Desk.  
Send resume and application to: Kiley Askins, RN,CNO,

Morris County Hospital, 600 N Washington, Council Grove,
KS 66846, or email kaskins@mrcohosp.com  

Morris County Hospital is an E.O.E. 

Herington USD 487 is
accepting applications

for a night time school
custodian.

This position is Monday
through Friday. Benefits
include: Health/Dental
Insurance, Section 125,
KPERS.  Applications

may be obtained and re-
turned at the Board of

Education Office, 
19 North Broadway.
Position is open until

filled. EOE

1 Employment
LPN’s & CMA’s! Competitive wages, sign
on bonus, apply in person, 554 Country
Lane, Council Grove - Council Grove As-
sisted Living or call Robert/Denise at 620-
767-5600. 27-4tc

Help with housework and yard work. 45-
60 hours a month at $`10.00 hr. Requires
background check. 620-947-3535 Leave
message. 29-tfn

2 Announcements

Community Info
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The City of Herington
is currently accepting

sealed bids for asphalt
milling and asphalt
overlay work in the 
City of Herington. 

Bid proposal forms and
the list of streets and mix
design are available at the

city hall or by calling 
785-258-2271. 

The bid deadline is 
4:00 p.m. 8/11/2017.

The bid opening will be 
8/14/2017. For more 

information and a list of
streets you may contact
the City of Herington at 

17 N. Broadway, 
Herington Kansas 67449 

or call 785/258/2271.
Hours are M-F 

7:00A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 

The City has the right to
refuse any and all bids. 

2 Announcements

Sealed Bid

2 Announcements

Garage Sale
Moving Sale. 404 Briarwood Hillsboro. Fri-
day July 28th 5-8pm, Saturday July 29th
8am-2pm. Furniture, household items,
kitchen, antiques, lots of misc. 30-1tp

3 For Sale
Like new white bassinet with mattress &
head cover on 4 wheels with collapsable
base. $30 obo call 620-382-4422. 30-1t

4 For Rent

Homes/Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rent-
newton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn 

Large 1 Bedroom Apt. Hillsboro for 1 Re-
sponsible Adult. Partially furnished. Quite
neighborhood. May consider obedient
dog. 620-947- 3535 leave a message. 25-
tfn

House for Rent! 2 bedroom CH/CA with
appliances, Located in Marion. 620-245-
1648. 30-2tp

5 Mobile Home
For Sale! 1999 Chief Bel Aire Mobile Home,
3 bdrm, 2 bth, 1344 sq ft. Lots of updates
$30,000. Call 316-215-1851. 30-2tp

• Lowest priced Satellite in town
• 24 hour emergency 

maintenance and management
services

• Located across from the 
Hospital

• Small pets welcome
• Income guidelines apply

Apply Mon-Th • 10 am-3 pm  

Clean, spacious 1 bdrm
apartments with a quiet 
patio entrance to your 

1 level apartment.

GOLDEN AGE
HOMES

has immediate openings for:

201 E. Helen St.
Herington

785-258-2510

4 For Rent

2 Bedroom Senior
Apartment

Call 620-947-2272

• Must be 55 years old 
or older

* NO Maintenance fees
* Utilities Included

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

3 BR Apartment Newton 316-284-4202. 30-
2tc

1 and 2 bedroom apartments in Hillsboro.
No smoking, no pets, 620-382-7696. 30-
2tc

Homes/Apartments

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Farm Equipment
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$
To hunt your land. Call for a Free info
packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507  www.Base-
CampLeasing.com

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call
785 655 9430 or go online to
Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, availability
& Freight estimates.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori
ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

Misc.
Branson Getaway! Stay and Play in Bran-
son MO $99 includes show and lodging
Not Timeshare Related 1-800-422-0076 ext
102 Check out www.BransonsBestPack-
age.com

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions accepted.
Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or Asbestos
Lung Cancer? If so, you and your family
may be entitled to a substantial financial
award. We can help you get cash quick!
Call 24/7: 855-510-4274

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA approved!
FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying
your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan Modifi-
cation? Is the bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner's Relief Line now for
Help!  855-401-4513

Updating your bathroom does not have to
be expensive or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call 855-324-
2317 today for a free in home consulta-
tion.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-1682 (Mon-
Fri 8am-9pm CT)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Internet.
High-Speed.  Available Anywhere!  Speeds
to 25 mbps. Starting at $49.99/mo. Call for
Limited Time Price!  877-578-8005 (Mon-
Fri 8am-8pm CT)

SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT!
FREE QUOTES from top providers.  Ex-
cellent coverage.  Call for a no obligation
quote to see how much you can save!
855-587-1299

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL & IN)
(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-
0205 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed.
No contract or commitment. We buy your
existing contract up to $500! 1-800-919-
3588 (MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-
800-712-9365 (MCN)

Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV. Bundle &
Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS Genie HD-
DVR. $50/month for 2 Years (with AT&T
Wireless.) Call for Other Great Offers! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card when
you sign up today - Limited time Only.
CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Stop paying too much for cable,and get
DISH today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn
more about our special offers! (MCN)

DISH TV. 190 channels. $49.99/mo. for 24
mos. Ask About Exclusive Dish Features
like Sling® and the Hopper®. PLUS High-
Speed Internet, $14.95/mo. (Availability
and Restrictions apply.) TV for Less, Not
Less TV! 1-855-434-0020 (MCN)

Lower that Cell Phone Bill. Get 2 lines of
unlimited data for $100/mo. with AutoPay-
-taxes & fees included. Video Streaming &
Mobile Hotspot included. Limited offer/Re-
strictions Apply. Call Today and Save. 855-
549-9399 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and benefits.
Matching 401k. Bonus’s and tax free money.
Experience needed. Call Scott 507-437-
9905. Apply on-line WWW.MCFGTL.COM
(MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
WWW.HomeBucks.US ###### Earn $1,000's
Processing Mail! Details: Rush SASE:
LISTS/IA, Springhouse, PA 19477-0396
(MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, call: 866-871-
1626 (MCN)

Reduce your total credit card payments
by up to 30% to 50%! Call Consolidated
Credit NOW! 844-764-1891 (MCN)

Buying a home and need a mortgage?Or,
have a home and want to lower your
monthly fees and refinance? Getting a
mortgage is quicker and easier than ever.
Call now! 855-715-4721 (MCN)

FOR SALE
Trailer Sale! Triton All Aluminum utility
trailers; Tilt bed aluminum UTV & utility
trailers; Scissor lift trailers; 4-Place Snow-
mobile trailer; 16’ 14,000 lb. Dump trailer;
100’s of TRAILER parts! 2017 6X12 V-nose,
ramp $2,775.00; 2017 7x16' V-nose, ramp
door, radials $4,439.00; www.FortDod-
geTrailerWorld.com 515-972-4554 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 888-438-6461 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-
800-795-9687 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 855-995-5653 (MCN)

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or Asbestos
Lung Cancer? If so, you and your family
may be entitled to a substantial financial
award. We can help you get cash quick!
Call 24/7: 866-924-0504 (MCN)

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 60 tabs $99
includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-0780
(MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00!Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. Call today 1-888-403-
7751 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. Call
NOW!! 877-291-4724 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
(MCN)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

Save money with solar! Custom Designed
Systems, Free Maintenance, Free Quote
& Design. No Out of Pocket Costs. Call
now! 866-944-4754 (MCN)

SAVE THOUSANDS ON SURPRISE COST-
LY HOME REPAIRS!! With Nations Home
Warranty we pay 100% of covered Home
repairs! CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE TO-
DAY!! 888-925-8106 (MCN)

Got Mold- or think you might have it?
Mold can be hazardous to you and your
family's health! Get rid of it now! Call our
experts and get a quote today! 855-398-
7133(MCN)

Leaky Faucet? Broken toilet?Call NOW
and get the best deals with your local
plumbers. No hassle appointment setup.
Call NOW! 866-865-1875 (MCN)

Water Damage in your Home? Call now
for a free, fast quote. Insurance approved.
Help restore your piece of mind! 866-865-
1875 (MCN)

Get the perfect yard without lifting a finger!
Everything you need from lawn care, soil
analysis, weed control, pest control, and
more! Call Now 855-675-5704 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-442-
5148 (MCN)

Paying too much for car insurance?Not
sure? Want better coverage? Call now for
a free quote and learn more today! 855-
417-7382 (MCN)

Moving out of state? Best Interstate Moving
and Storage offers a FREE Quote and A
Price Plus Promise. Call 855-428-6241 Now!
(MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid op-
erators, just real people like you. Browse
greetings, exchange messages and connect
live. Try it free. Call now: 800-357-4970
(MCN)

WANTED TO BUY
Want to purchase minerals and other
oil/gas interests. Send details to: P.O. Box
13557, Denver CO 80201(MCN)

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS
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SPORTS

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton High School volleyball player Claire Slechta, right, helps coach a drill during the fifth and sixth grade middle school volleyball camp
on July 24 at the Newton Recreation Commission. 

The Future
When Caroline Barger

first stepped foot on the
court for middle school
volleyball camp, her sen-
ior role on one of the best
high school programs in
the state seemed a mil-
lion years away. Having
the opportunity to work
with Newton High
School head coach Jamie
Dibbens and the high
school girls was like sit-
ting in on a jam session
with the Beatles. 

But as she walked into
the gym at the Newton
Recreation Commission
on Monday, the experi-
ence was more reflective
than a dream into the
far-away future.

“I always was excited
when the high school
girls came because I
looked up to them and I
was like, ‘I can be one of
them one day,’” Barger
said. “I just like that I

get to be a high school
role model for the girls
here now. I knew I was
always intimidated to
come here because I
knew Dibbens was going
to be here watching me,
and I just wanted her to
think I was good and
that I could play for her.”

Barger was one of a
bunch of high school
players taking the oppor-
tunity to pass their
knowledge on to the mid-
dle school players during
a volleyball camp led by
Dibbens. The morning
session of camp has the
fifth and sixth graders
running drills, learning
fundamentals and termi-
nology, and having fun
with their high school
heroes. In the afternoon,
it is the seventh and
eight graders who have
their opportunity to take
the court.

The future of volley-
ball in Newton doesn’t
have a problem listening

NHS spikers pass the tradition down the line
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Morgan Rousseau passes the ball during a drill at the seventh and
eighth grade volleyball camp on July 24 at the Newton Recreation
Commission. 

K-State great
at Bethel College

The names don’t get much bigger than Nicole Ohlde
when it comes to women’s basketball in Kansas.
Kansas State University fans don’t have to strain very
hard to remember her days taking the Wildcats into
the new millennium as one of the most dominant play-
ers in the country. She started at K-State as the Big
12 Freshman of the year and graduated as the school’s
career record holder in points and rebounds. 

Bethel College girls basketball fans will look for
that success to carry over in North Newton as her hus-
band, Drew Johnson, takes the helm as the new
women’s head basketball coach of the Threshers with
his wife right by his side as an assis-
tant.

The hire is an early gigantic splash
for Tony Hoops, who took over as the
athletic director at Bethel late in the
spring.

“I could not be more pleased to have
Drew and Nicole join our Bethel Col-
lege athletic staff,” Hoops said. “[As a
coaching team,] they were a top target
of mine from the beginning.”

Nicole’s journey through basketball was far from
over when she graduated from K-State. She was
drafted by the Minnesota Lynx in the WNBA right out
of K-State in 2004 and won a WNBA championship
with the Phoenix Mercury in 2009. 

Drew and Nicole stayed in basketball after her re-
tirement from the WNBA as a camp coordinator of the
Deb Patterson Basketball Camp. In 2014, the John-
sons founded the Nicole Ohlde Basketball Academy
and started the Ohlde Elite Basketball in 2015. 

On top of coaching at Ohlde Elite, Drew has coached
at Valley Center, Derby and Nicole’s home town of
Clay Center. 

Drew is no stranger to the KCAC as a graduate of
Friends University and is excited to begin the work at
Bethel.

“It is an absolute honor to be named the new head
women’s basketball coach at Bethel College,” Drew
said. “I will give everything I have to make this a suc-
cessful program that Bethel alumni, students, faculty
and supporters can be proud of.”

The hiring of the Johnsons comes after first-year
head coach Adam Esses resigned to take a job on the
University of Texas-San Antonio coaching staff.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Drew Johnson, above, and his wife Nicole (Ohlde) Johnson were
hired as the new Bethel College head and assistant girls basketball
coaches, respectively, on July 20.

Johnson
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Continuing up the mountain was the right choice
Every three years, the ex-

tended family of my
mom’s grandparents get

together for a week long re-
union in a cabin at Rocky
Mountain Mennonite Camp, at
9,620 feet above sea level. When
you arrive, there is always an
adjustment. There is no amount
of training that can prepare you
for having to deal with the ab-
sence of oxygen to breathe. 

Living on the side of a moun-
tain leads to other physical
challenges. There is no such
thing as flat ground to walk.
You are hoofing it up a steep in-
cline where even the first step
burns your legs. When you are
going downhill, your knees get
put to the test fighting gravity’s
will to send you tumbling all
the way down the mountain.
There really isn’t any in be-
tween.

At the camp, there are a lot of
different trails to hike. One of
the more difficult ones goes to
the summit of Old Baldy. It isn’t
difficult in terms of distance. It
is only about a mile from the
camp to the summit, which is
practically nothing. But once
you get to the actual trail, it is
straight uphill for nearly the
entire trip. It starts soul-crush-
ingly steep and only gets worse
the higher you go. 

And for a good deal of the
hike, you aren’t hiking up a nor-

mal gravel trail. You are taking
giant steps up from boulder to
boulder. Closer to the top, it
gets steep enough you have to
crawl or grab on to whatever
you can find to keep from slip-
ping. Then there is my crippling
fear of heights on top of every-
thing.

Six years ago, I took on Old
Baldy with my brother Marc. It
didn’t go well for me. Marc lives
in Denver and doesn’t have a
car. At the time, he pretty much
walked everywhere. He was
fine. I was a solid pack-a-day
smoker and a heavy drinker,
living a sedentary life as a
writer. 

About halfway up the moun-
tain, I had to take a break
about every two steps up. We
stopped for a couple of minutes
so I could gasp for air and fight
off what felt like an imminent
heart attack. I decided at the
age of 30 that this was my last
trip up Old Baldy. When we got
to the top, I really savored the
view. I thought it would be the
last time I would ever experi-
ence it. 

But in the last couple of
years, I had had enough. I
started to mix some exercise
into my life. I quit smoking and
drastically reduced the drink-
ing. I started to eat healthier. I
haven’t always been the most
faithful to any of these life

changes, and at my age, miss-
ing a workout is like missing a

month. But I have always got-
ten right back up. 

In the summer of 2015, my
immediate family went to the
camp to celebrate my parents’
wedding anniversary. My then
girlfriend and now wife Rachel
and I tackled Old Baldy. It was-
n’t easy. But at no point did I
ever feel like the Grim Reaper
had me by the throat. The view
from the top was spectacular as
always, but this time was spe-
cial. I was seeing something I
thought I would never see
again. 

When we went to the camp
for the reunion a couple of
weeks ago, the hike was some-
thing I looked forward to. It
wasn’t a massive chore to en-
dure for the moments of glory at
the top. It was an enjoyable
journey with my wife, my broth-
ers, Chris and Marc, and my
niece and nephew. 

So now, as life goes, it is time
to move on to the next physical
challenge. At the meeting to
plan for the next reunion, my
uncle Bob asked if we should
ask for a guide for the big one:
Pike’s Peak. 

This is my Everest. It is, I be-
lieve, about a half-marathon
just to the summit of Pikes
Peak, an all-day affair that will
push me to the limits of my
physical ability and sanity. I
have always been intrigued by
this hike but in a more abstract
kind of way. The one-mile hike
up Old Baldy was nearly the
death of me not so long ago, for
crying out loud. 

But I want this badly. I am
going to get it. I have three
years to get myself ready. The
self-training will be an up and
down trip of its own. But the re-
ward at the end will be well
worth it.

Like Old Baldy, I wasn’t re-
ally excited about ever reaching
the top of Pike’s Peak again. I
have taken the Cog Rail to the
top, which is disappointing. It is
a commercial trip to the top
that deposits you directly into
the gift shop, where you can
buy memorable Pike’s Peak
keepsakes like…shark teeth? I
kid you not. 

A hike would be a completely
different story. It would be a
tale the future generations
would get tired of hearing every
time we drove by the mountain
30 years from now. 

Forward is the way to go.

Mike Mendez is the sports edi-
tor of the Newton Now and can

be reached by e-mail at
mike@harveycountynow.com

and followed on Twitter at
@MendezNewtonNow.

DROP THE MIKE

MIKE MENDEZ So now, as life goes, it
is time to move on to
the next physical 
challenge.



Golf is a thinking sport.
The Bethel College team
was honored by the Golf
Coaches Association of
America for having intelli-
gence in spades, with
President’s Special Recog-
nition status for a cumu-
lative grade point average
above 3.5.

The Threshers were one
of five teams in the NAIA

to earn a President’s Spe-
cial Recognition honor,
along with Embry-Riddle
Prescott, Governors State,
SCAD-Atlanta and SCAD-
Savannah. 

Only teams with a cu-
mulative GPA of 3.0 are
eligible for the GCAA All-
Academic Team honors.
Bethel’s team went well
above that mark to stand
out as one of the most
scholarly teams in the na-
tion. 

The Threshers had 11
teams honored as NAIA

All-Scholar teams in the
last school year. 

to their middle school
coaches. But if there is
anyone in the state that
will get them to open their
ears and listen, it is
Dibbens and the Railers.
At the 5A level in Kansas,
the competition doesn’t
get any tougher. Teams
like Shawnee Heights, St.
James Academy and St.
Thomas Aquinas set the
state bar at a nationally
tough level. And they
never beat themselves.

Having any business on
the same court as the best
competition in the state
means having rock-solid
fundamentals, laser focus
and a relentless work
ethic that makes complex
decisions a matter of re-
flex.

Dibbens has had New-
ton playing at that level
for a long time. Class
after class buying into the
coaching has the Railers
among the best year after
year. 

The process of buying in
and being on the same
page starts at a young age
with contact at camps like
this one.

“It has been really nice,
because these coaches get
to listen to what I am say-
ing and so they go back
and say the same thing
with their groups,”
Dibbens said. “It does
help us at the high school
a lot. It is the same drills
and the same language. I
think teaching those fun-
damentals and everything
is so important. I think in
this age, you can get by a
little bit with just being
really athletic. And at the
high school any more,
those fundamentals are
what make you a better
player. I would say for
sure at the 5A level last
year, I mean Shawnee
Heights was like a Div. I
team. If you make your
own mistakes at that
level, it is going to hold
you back.”

As the seventh and

eighth graders work on
their approach for a hit, a
few things become appar-
ent. The intellectual as-
pect of the footwork
makes perfect sense and
seems very easy. The ap-
plication in a live drill is a
completely different story.
No matter what the sport,
footwork is one of the
most important, under-
rated and difficult skills
to learn. It is easy to take
for granted how easy the
high school girls make
routine court navigation
seem.

You begin to see why it
is so important to go
through the awkward
learning stages at a young
age. When the Railers
leap in celebration after
match point in a tourna-
ment championship, the
payoff for the meticulous
detail in each step is obvi-
ous. 

“Every year is a little
bit faster paced,” Dibbens

said. “So if they under-
stand what they are see-
ing and what to expect,
they are going to be better
off.” 

Coming to camp when
she was in middle school
helped fuel Barger’s de-
sire to have her moment
on the court in high
school. It gave her a
chance to see what she
could become in the play-
ers helping with camp
and gave her a chance to
learn what she needed to
do in order to be success-
ful. It was an awesome
power that helped make
this upcoming senior sea-
son more tangible at a
young age. 

Now that she is a sen-
ior, she is taking on a
leadership role on the
team. But during the mid-
dle school camp, she re-
spects the fact she is
taking on a leadership
role over volleyball in all
of Newton.

“We’ve always had good
seasons in volleyball, and
I think it is good that we
can come in and help the
future Railers and help
them carry on our tradi-
tion,” Barger said. “Al-
ways being a leader to the
younger girls, I think it is
awesome just knowing I
can be like her someday
or I can be a part of an
awesome team like that,
it is just really encourag-
ing that they are excited
to be a part of our Railer
program. We all want to
see our program succeed,
even after we graduate. I
think this is really one
way that we can make
sure we still uphold our
Railer volleyball name.”
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 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

208 N. Meridian, Newton, KS � (316) 587-8212

Openings for children, 12 months- 5 years
 Monday-Friday 6:30 am-6 pm

Learning and Growing through Compassionate Accountability

208 N. Meridian, Newton, KS � (316) 587-8212

Learning and Growing through Compassionate Accountability

 Monday-Friday 6:30 am-6 pm
en, 12 months- 5 yearsOpenings for childr

208 N. Meridian, Newton, KS � (316) 587-8212

Learning and Growing through Compassionate Accountability

 Monday-Friday 6:30 am-6 pm
en, 12 months- 5 years

Furniture Warehouse
200 N. Main, Newton 316-283-8536

The Boss is GONE AGAIN!
WE�RE GOING TO SELL IT 

REGARDLESS OF THE PRICE. 
What he don�t know won�t hurt him! Bring 

your trucks and trailers. Discounts for CASH. 

We service ALL brands of air conditioners and 
heat pumps to keep you cool this summer! 

Hale's Sales and Service
804 SE 125th N
Sedgwick, Ks 67135

Ph# 316.772.5853
Fax 316.772.0043

www.halessalesandservice.com

Hale's Sales as Sales and Servicea
804 S

ww .halessalesandserwww

Fax 316.772.0043
Ph# 316.772.5853

Sedgwick, Ks 67135
804 SE 125th N

.comviceandser

Relaxation is calling...
Rebekah Liggett

Swedish Massage
Pole Dance Fitness 

& Sensual Movement

REBEKAHJLIGGETT@GMAIL.COM

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Clear View 
WINDOW CLEANING

Commercial
Residential

New Construction
Superior Window Cleaning 

for all occasions

316-284-9977

SPIKERS
From Page 11

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Emma Rains practices her swing in a drill at the fifth and sixth grade volleyball camp on July 24 at the New-
ton Recreation Commission. 

COURTESY PHOTO
The Bethel College golf team was honored by the Golf Coaches Association of America with President’s Spe-
cial Recognition status with a cumulative GPA above 3.5. 

Thresher golf mixes brains with the brawn
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

Find more
news

at www.har-
veycoun-

tynow.com!



The City of Newton ap-
proved publishing its
2018 proposed budget.
The budget would in-
crease property taxes by
3.04 mills and set the
total city mill levy at
60.164 mills. 

The increase would cost
$35 more in taxes for a
$100,000 residential prop-
erty and $76 more for a
commercial or industrial
property. 

The budget remains the
same as the Newton
budget discussed in previ-
ous articles. It's also dis-
cussed at length in a front
page story discussing
sales tax allocations. 

"If there's anyone here

who thinks it's too low
and we need a higher
amount, we're certainly
here for your comments,”
Mayor Barth Hague said
to laughter. 

Hague said the budget
represented a difficult
process. 

Davis thanked the staff
for all the work they did
on the project. 

“It's the first time
where I have seen a city
budget where I can look
at it and understand it,”
he said. “They really put
together a good budget,
and I want to thank
them.”

In other news, the City
of Newton gave approval
for the Newton Chili
Cook-off. The event,
which benefits the United
Way, will have a twist this
year: a beer garden. 

The commission ap-
proved the beer garden,
which will be in the Mid-
land Bank parking lot
and fenced off from the
rest of the event.

“I think Commissioner
[Glen] Davis had one sug-
gestion: the hottest chili
be nearest the beer,”
Hague said. 

Davis motioned for ap-
proval of the temporary
alcohol license, received a
second and the motion
was approved unani-
mously. 

Finally, the city ap-
proved the sale of land to
Standridge Color Corpo-
ration to expand their fa-
cility. The city will sell the
existing company 6.8
acres of land at the
Kansas Logistics Park for
$54,720 for future growth.
The contract includes lan-

guage that means the
company will have to de-
velop the lots prior to
Sept. 1, 2021, or lose the
land back to the City of
Newton.

City Engineer Suzanne
Loomis said staff does not
anticipate a problem with
the established company,
which provides color addi-
tives for manufacturing
processes.

ETC.
The city approved ex-

tending utilities and
sewer to eight lots in the
Autumn Glen addition. To
pay for the hook ups the

lots will be taxed using
special assessments. 

The city commission
went into executive ses-

sion to discuss pending
litigation with Bob Myers
and Chris Towle.
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Saturday, October 7
Athletic Park, Newton, KS

3 pm - 11 pm

MUSIC

BBQ

CRAFT BEER

For more info and tickets go to
http://harveycountynow.com/bbb

Proudly presented by

TICKETS ON 
SALE NOW!

Only $15 online.
Get them 

while you can!

Patrick Charlsen

Family Owned, Locally Operated, Customer Valued

800-279-8207 / 316-804-4946
ww.charlseninsurance.com

County praises city plan, lampoons city policy

The Harvey County
Commission played both
good and bad cop with the
City of Newton at its
Monday meeting.

First, the good news: it
sounds like the county is
willing to consider, accept
and possibly assist with
some form of a future
plan that would remodel
the law enforcement cen-
ter, as well as a nearby
county building and pos-
sibly include a shared
gun range and training
center down the road. 

The two phase plan, es-
timated at around $3 mil-
lion in total was approved
by the Newton Commu-
nity Commission on Po-
lice Facilities as a way of
meeting law enforcement
needs, such as space and
security, for the Newton
Police Department. 

Some of the plan's
work, such as a new
HVAC system and the re-
placement of windows
and carpet at the existing
law enforcement center
would have the county
pitching in.

The plan would also in-
clude the county sharing
some of the costs for re-
modeling a building it
owns at 129 E Seventh to
allow for more space in
the existing law enforce-
ment center. Finally, in
the future, an outdoor
gun range and training
facility could be con-
structed, something the
city would have the
county also contribute to,
according to the plan, if
the county would share
that facility. 

County Administrator
Anthony Swartzendruber
wasn't able to tell the
county how much its
share would be with the
plan, explaining that the
current task force recom-
mendation is more of a di-
rection. 

“This is the architect
looking at the building
and saying, ‘We think it's
going to cost x and y per
square foot, and this is
what we think the cost is
going to be,’” Swartzen-
druber said. 

County Commissioner
Chip Westfall gave his
approval of the initial
plan.

“For a seven to 10 year
fix, this is a great step

forward,”
he said.
“We've
been chew-
ing on this
for three
years.”

Westfall
said he
would like to
proceed to get better in-
formation on pricing and
what exactly the county's
share would be.

The Newton City Com-
mission also has to ap-
prove moving forward
with such a plan. For the
final proposal to eventu-
ally advance, both the
city and county will have
to be on board, as the
county owns all of the
real estate involved.

City Commissioner
Kathy Valentine was
present with her hus-
band, Wayne Valentine,
who's a regular in the
county commission crowd. 

“When you look at costs
and sharing those costs,
it's so much less than if
we would have went for-
ward on the building on
South Main,” she said.
“I'm equally excited about
how the city and the
county can work to-
gether.”

Swartzendruber dis-
cussed August 22 as a
tentative date for the city
and county to sit down
and further discuss the
plan. 

Just because the county
and the city were ready to
sit down and cooperate on
the law enforcement
building did not mean
that the commission did-
n't have a few shots to
take at Newton, however.

The commission, during
what was a routine ap-
proval of its budget, side-
tracked into a long
discussion, lampooning a
proposed Newton policy
to increase fees on special
event organizers or as
Westfall called it the
“Main Street Rental
Plan.”

The conversation
started as Harvey County
Fair Board President
Mike Riffel related to the
county that he expects to
spend between $1,700
and $5,000 for fair per-
mitting if the city's pro-
posed policy change goes
into effect. 

He said that the city
told him his fee would be
around $1,700, but he be-
lieves that additional fees
the city will charge for

such as street cleaning
and liability insurance
costs will add on to the
total. 

Riffel was angling for
an expanded budget for
the Harvey County Free
Fair, something
Swartzendruber said
could be addressed once
the plan is adopted, if it is
adopted.

He also said some costs
could be brought down if
the city would provide a
bit of wiggle room, such
as letting the county fair
organizers put up their
own snow fence instead of
paying the City of New-
ton $0.75 per foot of snow
fence erected. 

Riffel said such costs
could cause the free fair
to cancel its parade. 

“I told them I guess we
can move to another
town,” he said. “I guaran-
tee you Halstead or Bur-
rton would jump at it and
take us.”

Commissioner Ron Kre-
hbiel was not happy with
the proposed costs.

“I can’t believe what
the city is doing on this.
To me, they're wanting to
shut down half of the
things that happen in the
City of Newton,” he said.

Commissioner Randy
Hague said he thought
the city charging larger
fees for special events
was a bad idea and would
hurt event organizers like
non-profits. 

“I don't mind them
charging fees if they're
holding the mill levy,” he
said. “Are they holding
the mill levy? What was
the increase? Three
[mills]? Add the Rec Cen-
ter and it's up to five? I
can see charging the fees
if you're trying to hold the
line. I think it's going to
backfire on them to be
honest with you.”

He then questioned
what the city would do
next.

“Is the city going to
charge to use athletic
part for a picnic?” he said.

“Don't say that too
loud,” Westfall added
under his breath to a few
chuckles. 

After the City of New-
ton discussion, the county
approved its budget that
would include a tax in-
crease of around 0.5
mills. The tax increase
would pay, in part, for ad-
ditional law enforcement
allocated to Harvey
County's drug task force.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Krehbiel

City passes budget, sells land and approves beer at chili cook-off

thankful people took the
time to come out,” Myers
said.

The feedback in support
of not increasing fees on
community events caused
the city to return to the
drawing board to support
community events.

On Tuesday night, the
commission saw an event
policy Myers put forth far
different than the one
that caused so much heart
burn.

“There's a great deal of
support for them; it
makes our community
more vibrant and a great
thing for existing resi-
dents,” Myers said, adding
it also is a great way for
Newton to show itself. “A
lot of these events are con-
ducted on a shoe string,
and there's not a lot of
flexibility to pass along
the costs. There might be
some kinds of events
where there will be an
ability to do that, but by
and large, there was a
strong sentiment that
says we don't want to take
to many steps to discour-
age these events.”

Myers
presented a
new docu-
ment to the
commission
which
would
charge or-
ganizers $25
to hold a spe-
cial event, such as a festi-
val or concert using public
facilities or streets.

The city policy would
wave charges for events
open to the public, except
for the erection of security
fencing for areas requir-
ing admission or beer and
alcohol. Event organizers
would also be allowed to
put up their own fencing
to avoid the fee. Portable
toilets would be charged
to event organizers if they
required them, though
event organizers would be
allow to bring their own.

The city would charge
for dedicated Fire/EMS
presence where emer-
gency responders were re-
quired to be at the event
and asked for by event or-
ganizers. Fees for alcohol
licenses would also be
passed on to event organ-
izers.

Event organizers could
be asked to put down a de-

posit to pay for any neces-
sary city clean up.

Private event organiz-
ers would be required to
pay city fees for services.

Event organizers at the
meeting had no objections
to the new plan, which
would keep costs at $25
for most events not re-
quiring police presence,
fencing or porta potties.

“I personally believe the
city should pay for that,”
Commissioner David Ny-
gaard said. “That's the
cost of doing business.”

Hague said there was a
lesson to be learned from
the process.

“These services don't
come free; there's a cost
associated to them.
There's an in kind contri-
bution to these events,”
Hague said of city serv-
ices.

Chili Cook-off organizer
Tina Payne thanked the
city for their help with the
cook-off.

“The last thing I'll ask
is can we list you as a
sponsor?” Payne said, ac-
knowledging the contribu-
tions the city provided to
the Chili Cook-off.

Hague said being listed
as a sponsor would be ap-
propriate.

EVENT
From Page 1

Nygaard

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

The Newton Recreation Commission
approved a budget that would increase
its mill levy by 0.43 mills.

The increase would be for the rec com-
mission’s general fund.

“That's to continue to be able to do our
projects, such as athletic field projects as
well as maintain facilities,” Rec Commis-
sion Business Manager Lori Hein said. 

The increase would cost the owner of a
$100,000 home an additional $4.94 in

taxes annually. 
Hein said the increase represents work

over the last few months by Rec Director
Brian Bascue to cut down the budget. 

“He'd been paring down our budget for
the last few months,” she said. 

The school district will eventually be
in charge of levying taxes for the rec
commission, as the district serves as its
taxing body.

Last year, according to Harvey County,
the rec commission levied 8.7 mills of
taxes, with 7.1 mills dedicated to its gen-
eral fund and 1.6 to its employee benefit
fund. The increase would put the rec's
mill levy at 9.13 mills.

Newton Rec approves mill levy increase
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Would you take Newton Now more than once a week?
E-mail Joey at joey@kspublishingventures.com to let us know.



The Heimlich maneuver
is one way to secure a
vote. 

Newton resident Anto-
nio Sandate credits Repre-
sentative Tim Hodge for
helping to dislodge a tor-
tilla chip he was choking
on.

Last Wednesday, Hodge
was in Sandate's neighbor-
hood canvassing to sign up
unregistered voters, some-
thing he has been regu-
larly doing since the start
of July. He said he's signed
up 44 so far.

Sandate knows Hodge,
who told him at the Mexi-
can-American Softball
tournament he'd stop by if
he was around. 

The two men talked for
a while with a Royals
baseball game on TV. 

Hodge said he got up to
leave and Sandate walked
him out. 

“He was eating with his
mouth full,” Hodge said. “I
said, ‘Thank you for all
your support.’”

Hodge said he heard
Sandate start to cough and
looked through a clear
glass door.

“He's walking back to
his couch, and he just falls
over,” Hodge said. “I'm

like, 'Oh,
crap.' I did-
n't know if
anyone else
was home.”

Sandate
said he
began to
choke on a
tortilla chip. 

“You ever choked on
anything?” he said. “You
don't chew them right, and
boy, that's all that takes.”

Hodge said he entered
the house and asked if
Sandate was having a
heart attack or choking.

“I asked if he wanted me
to do the Heimlich,” he
said.

Hodge said Sandate
nodded and was on the
ground. 

“I'm sitting there push-
ing on his chest trying to
get this thing coughed up,”
Hodge said. “His wife is in
this bathrobe and comes

out and says, 'What is
going on in here?' I'm like
punching him in his chest,
and it looks horrible. She's
mad at him yelling, 'What
are you doing on the floor?'
And then she turns to me
and is like, 'Who the hell
are you?'”

Sandate said the chip
dislodged from his throat,
and his wife calmed down.

“She was fine and I ex-
plained everything to her
after that. But those
things happen and hap-
pened quick,” Sandate
said.

“I don't know if I saved
him or anything,” Hodge
said.

Sandate said he didn't
know if he'd have been OK
otherwise. 

“He was there for a pur-
pose, knocking on that
door,” he said. 

Sandate, who said he
was a registered Democ-

rat, added that he planned
on voting for Hodge in the
next election.

John Gillihan wears a
“Fight for Brett” band on
his left wrist, while an-
other band that says
“Blue Lives Matter” is on
his right.

Gillihan, street supervi-
sor for the City of Newton,
wears the “Brett” band to
support a 16-year-old
Haven youth, Brett
Myers, who's had cancer
for four years. Myers is a
friend of Gillihan's son,
and Gillihan also coached
Myers in football at
Haven.

“He's fighting,” Gillihan
said. “He's a really tough
kid, so I wear this for
Brett.”

Gillihan said Myers has
a “bionic leg,” where his
left femur was replaced
because of cancer, and
now he has lung cancer.

The other band, as the
saying describes, is in sup-
port of law enforcement.
Gillihan has personal ties
to police officers as his
neighbor is Newton Police
Officer Jon Adkins, and
Gillihan's cousin also
works on the NPD.

This care Gillihan has
for his fellow human be-
ings translates to his job,
where he's in charge of
taking care of Newton
streets. Taking care of the
streets keeps taxpayers'
roads in better shape,
which also keeps people's
cars in better shape if pot-
holes are filled. His de-
partment also does the
snowplowing and salt
spreading during ice and

snow storms. That, of
course, helps keep citizens
safe.

Gillihan oversees five
employees, including sea-
sonal, and the department
does a variety of street
work.

“A little bit of every-
thing,” Gillihan said.
“Slurry seal, crack seal,
concrete, asphalt work.”

He also said he's a
working supervisor, get-
ting out in the elements
with the crew.

He's had this position
for two years, five months.
At one time before that,
Gillihan was street super-
visor for the City of
Hutchinson for 12 years.
The 46-year-old said he
was a rough neck starting
at age 38 and then hauled
crude oil for the same
company.

“I've always been a
hands-on outside worker,”
he said.

Now, he's ready to work
inside with an office job,
however, putting his mas-
ter's degree in public ad-
ministration to use. He
hopes to get an adminis-
tration job with the City of
Newton.

“I like the people,” he
said. “Good people to work
for. Good benefits.”

When he's supervising
the street work, however,
he gets satisfaction.

“Seeing the job from
start to finish going and
working on the areas,” he
said.

He enjoys making it
look like a new road
where they crack seal to
seal the moisture, fix any
curb and gutter so water
will drain, and fix any bad
spots in the asphalt by
using hot asphalt. Then,
they slurry seal the whole
road.

“And that seals the sur-
face,” he said.

Their biggest main job
is slurry seal and crack
seal, and Gillihan said he
also oversees the street
sweeper.

The department has
enough work to do all year
long.

“Our boss finds us all
kinds of jobs,” Gillihan
said. “[He] keeps us busy.”

In addition, there's an-
other city worker on an-
other crew who grates
streets as needed.

Even though their boss
keeps them busy, the
street crew hasn't been
real busy plowing snow
and salting the roads the
past few years because of
the lack of snow and ice,
which Gillihan doesn't
mind at all.

When they have a big-
ger snow, they go into
what they call “plow
mode.”

“We plow it, and then
we ice it,” Gillihan said.

They keep going until
they see wet or bare pave-
ment.

“Means all the snow's
off, so it's working,” he
said, adding at that point,
they work 12-hour shifts
making the roads safe.

When he's not in “plow
mode,” Gillihan works 10-
hour days Mondays
through Thursdays, and

another crew member
works 10 hours a day
Tuesdays through Fri-
days.

“There's always cover-
age here,” he said.

One change Gillihan
has seen during the years
with other drivers on the
road is they'd have to
worry about people ad-
justing their car radios
and not paying attention
to the road. Now, it's tex-
ting they have to worry
about.

“A lot of distracted driv-
ers out there,” he said.
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Gillihan takes care of taxpayer investments
ON THE ROAD AGAIN

BY WENDY NUGENT
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
John Gillihan, right, speaks with street crew worker Greg Martinez on
Monday afternoon. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
John Gillihan, second from left, talks to Chris Utter, right, on Monday afternoon while another street crew
member, Greg Martinez, looks on. 

Local man credits state rep for dislodging tortilla
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Hodge


