
Vol. 2: No. 43 Thursday, June 8, 2017 USPS (17818)   $1.25

Mail Label

Sofas
from $298*

Queen Matress Sets 
from $298

3 piece coffee & 
end tables $298

3 Piece Dining room set 
from $298 

Recliners 
from 

$298*

*Colors May Vary

NO FREE DELIVERY AT THESE PRICES.
end tables $298
3 piece coffee & p

d t bl $298

from $298
Queen Matress Sets 

f
Recliners Recliners 

3 Piece Dining room set

yarolors May V

Public funds for private promises:

Why the City of Newton took a 
$6.8 million gamble with tax
dollars that has yet to pay off

Editor's note: In the past six months, New-
ton Now has spoken with at least 14 former or
current government employees, elected officials
and individuals involved with economic develop-
ment in regard to this story. Some are quoted in
this story. Some provided relevant background. 

The story focuses on why the city guaranteed
$6.8 million in loans to construct a private facil-
ity for newly formed ABI Chemicals, LLC, which
was part of a four-year-old aerospace group. In
the last two and one-half years, the company has
yet to deliver on its promises of bringing jobs to
Harvey County and missed a year's worth of rent
payments to the City of Newton. 

The investigation found what one decision
maker later called a perfect storm: a must-win
attitude in the economic development commu-
nity, an accelerated timeline, and the promise of
more growth.

The city built ABI a facility and private air-
craft hanger in six months with taxpayer dollars
because of the potential of future expansion and
because of powerful and trusted figures, some
with financial interests involved, lined up behind
the fledgling company.

In the spring of 2014, James Havers-
Strong needed a factory. And he needed
it fast. 

Havers-Strong founded ABI Group, an
aerospace manufacturing company, four
years prior and wanted to expand into
the chemical manufacturing business. 

He claimed his newly formed LLC,
ABI Chemicals, had pending chemical
contracts, big contracts, ones that would
bring jobs and manufacturing—even fu-
ture expansion—to Newton. 

That's at least what Harvey County

and Newton City Commissioners remem-
ber being told. Havers-Strong wanted his
factory at the Newton City Airport, so
both the city and the county had a seat
at the table in the discussions.

“It was presented as a slam dunk. It's
a can't miss,” Commissioner Leroy
Koehn said, remembering the discus-
sions with former Harvey County Eco-
nomic Director Mickey Fornaro-Dean,
former Newton City Administrator
Randy Riggs and Havers-Strong. 

County Commissioner Chip Westfall
recalled a similar situation, one where
the governing bodies were told that the
newly formed LLC and company were
solid.

“Their company, at the time, had their

fingers in different parts of the aviation
business,” Westfall recalled. “Some of it
was cleaning aircrafts overnight, part
distribution. They were diversified
enough and had WSU signing up.”

Havers-Strong had requests. He
wanted the powers-that-be to figure out
how to finance and build him a multi-
million production plant and private air-
plane hanger at the airport and do it by
the fall of 2014.

“That was nuts, and we should have
realized that,” former County Adminis-
trator John Waltner later said of the
short timeline. 

Havers-Strong eventually got his spot

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See ABI / 8

The budget planning
time of the year usually
brings departments and
organizations before local
governments asking to
keep their budgets the
same, if not increase them.

The Harvey County Eco-
nomic Development coun-
cil, following a significant
reorganization, has a draft
budget 30 percent smaller
than last year. 

Ron Lang of the EDC
said the draft budget sets
the organization's pro-
jected revenues next year
at $323,000, $150,000
below the $467,000 of rev-
enues for 2017. For the
county, that means it's
saving about $24,000 of
what it would allocate, in-
cluding the organization's
base allocation as well as a

EDC budget
to shrink
30 percent

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See EDC / 13

Several area
churches
have roots
in 1800s

The Rev. Floyd E. Ed-
wards has several pieces of
paper that date 1921.
They're part white, almost
as white as any paper used
today, and part rusty col-
ored, the latter presum-
ably caused by the
disintegrating time cap-
sule it was in.

The papers have written
on them a short history of
the forming of Second Bap-
tist Church in Newton,
starting around 1881 with
the Rev. Purly, Rearilly or
Reariely as acting pastor.
It's hard to read the hand-
writing that spells out the
pastor's name.

“They say he was the
acting pastor,” said Ed-
wards, who's been pastor
of the church since April
2015. “This is the only
thing that was in there
that I know of.”

The time capsule was
placed in a cornerstone of
the church when the con-
gregation met there at
Third and Oak for many

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See CHURCHES / 14
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Anderson’s celebrates 125 years in 
Newton - Commemorative tab inside!

Immigration endorsement a federal
issue says local leaders - Page 5

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Rebekah Liggett of Newton teaches pole exercise in North Newton.

Wearing a tank top
and shorts, Rebekah
Liggett grabbed toward
the bottom of a pole af-
fixed vertically to the
floor with her left hand
and firmly planted her
right hand further up the
pole, about as far as she
could get it to go.

This was while she
showed a young man how
to plant his hands onto
such a pole in order to
pull at least part of him-
self parallel to the
ground as a form of
strength exercise.

Liggett told him to pull

with one hand and push
with the other.

Even though she was
giving a short lesson in
pole exercise, her peace-
ful, quiet spirit came
through. She talked to
the man in a quiet voice.
They laughed while the
man tried to lift himself
up.

Liggett's life seems to
be about nurturing,
whether she's waiting ta-
bles at Acapulco Restau-
rant, giving Swedish
massages, taking care of
her two children or
teaching pole exercise.

The Newton resident's
been working at Aca-
pulco Restaurant off and

Body and mind: Newton resident opens space for pole exercise 
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See LIGGETT / 4
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If I had to identify one
problem with my
pantry (and I doubt

I’m alone in this), it’s that
I have these bags, con-
tainers, etc. of partially
used ingredients from
new recipes I tried that
didn’t call for an entire
package of whatever spe-
cial item that particular
kitchen experiment
needed.

Recently, I found myself
with just a bit more dark
cocoa powder and half of a
bag of peanut butter chips
sitting around. 

Knowing that there was
undoubtedly a recipe that
could rid me of both ingre-
dients simultaneously, I
found an amazing
brownie recipe. 

Not only were these
easy brownies to whip up,
but I got tons of compli-
ments on these. They
were seriously good. I was
so glad I had other people
willing to help us eat
them, or I might have fin-
ished the entire pan by
myself. 

This comes from the
blog “Sally’s Baking Ad-
diction.” She has a great
blog with lots of neat
recipes, and she’s pub-
lished two cookbooks. You
can find the original
recipe at http://sallys-
bakingaddiction.com/2012
/12/30/ultimate-fudge-
brownies-with-peanut-
butter-chips-2/. I doubled
the vanilla in my version,
and I used dark cocoa
powder, but regular would

still be great in these, if
that’s what you have on
hand.

Fudge Brownies with
Peanut Butter Chips
Ingredients
10 tablespoons butter
1-1/4 cups sugar
3/4 cup, plus 2 table-

spoons unsweetened cocoa
powder

1/4 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons vanilla
2 eggs
1/2 cup flour
1 cup peanut butter

chips

Directions
Preheat oven to 325

and line an 8-inch baking
dish with parchment
paper to lift out the
brownies (you could prob-
ably just spray the pan
with cooking spray and
get them out just fine,
too).

In a microwave-safe
bowl, combine the butter,
sugar, cocoa powder and
salt. Heat 30 seconds at a
time, stirring in between,
until the butter is melted
and you can stir every-
thing into a delicious,
chocolaty sludge.

Let it cool for a moment
and then, using a stiff
rubber scraper, stir in the
vanilla. Then mix in the
egg until they’re well-
combined, and finally stir
in the flour until every-
thing is just combined.

Now fold in the peanut
butter chips, reserving a
handful to sprinkle on the

top.
Dump the batter into

the prepared pan and
spread it out evenly. Then
sprinkle the extra peanut
butter chips around on
the top.

Bake for 25 minutes
(mine took about 15 min-
utes longer than that, but
my oven tends to run a bit
cooler). Remove when a
toothpick inserted in the
center comes out without
liquid batter on it.

Let them cool a bit and
then use the parchment
paper to remove them
from the pan and slice
them how you wish. Store
them in an airtight con-
tainer.

When I brought these
to the office, Adam was
convinced there was a se-
cret ingredient hidden in
them that made them so
good. He seemed a bit dis-
appointed that I didn’t
have any tricks up my
sleeve with these (that
didn’t stop him from eat-
ing them, though).

I suppose I should have
told him the secret ingre-
dient was love, but really,
it was just a very, very
successful attempt at
cleaning out my pantry.
Hopefully I’ll find a good
solution to my extremely
full spice cabinet next.

Lindsey Young is the co-
owner of Newton Now and

is a graduate of Bethel
College in North Newton.
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One STOP SHOP FOR your SUMMER BBQ!
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Everyone will want to chip in to eat these brownies

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Fudge brownies with peanut butter chips are just the right density and almost melt in your mouth. 

Local city, school candidate slate set

With the filing deadline
past, the Newton area
has its slate of candi-
dates for the upcoming
election.

None of the three in-
cumbents up for election,
Barb Bunting, Dick
Koontz or Renee Erick-
son, will seek re-election
for the Newton School
Board. The race will fea-
ture six new faces, in-
cluding Andy Harder,
Mallory Morton, Jennifer
Budde, Tobias Tyner, An-
gela Becker and David

Oller. 
The

City of
Newton
will also
have six
candi-
dates
vying for
its three
open seats with a recent
registration by former
long-time Harvey County
Administrator Craig Si-
mons. 

Simons, plus two oth-
ers, Libby Albers and Ron
Eggert, will challenge in-
cumbents Leroy Koehn,
Glen Davis and Kathy
Valentine for the seats.

North Newton will
have five candidates
seeking three seats. In-
cumbents Gregg Dick and
Jim Goering will seek re-
election. Dennis Camp-
bell, Kurt Friesen and
Nathan Robert James
Murphy will also be on
the ballot. Jane Schmidt
will not seek reelection.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

KoontzErickson Bunting

Newton Et Cetera Shop grants funds to 16 area groups

In May, the Newton Et
Cetera Shop granted a
combined total of $23,000
through their Local Giv-
ing Fund to 16 nonprofit
organizations in the New-
ton area. Since 2013, the
fund has granted a total
of $97,000 to local non-
profits. 

The organizations se-
lected this year were
Agape Resource Center,
Alexanderwohl Mennon-
ite Church, Bethesda
Home, Harvey County
Health Department,
Heart to Heart Child Ad-
vocacy Center, Hesston

Refugee Resettlement
Committee, HOPE Home
Repair, The Lord's Pantry,
New Hope Shelter, Peace
Connections, Prairie View
Inc, Revitalize
Walton/Walton Historical
Society, Safehope, Salva-
tion Army, West Zion
Mennonite Church and
Whitestone Mennonite
Church.

Many of the groups re-
ceiving funds emphasized
the critical role grants
and donations play in
their programs. 

“The Local Giving Fund
grant will be used to
strengthen Peace Connec-
tions’ ability to educate,

inform and recruit com-
munity members to iden-
tify and address the
systemic barriers that
keep families in poverty,”
says Jennifer Rose, execu-
tive director of Peace Con-
nections.

Pete Flaming, develop-
ment director at Bethesda
Home, says “Funding for
this service is analogous
to MCC’s purpose of ‘re-
sponding to basic human
needs’ by caring for those
who can no longer care for
themselves through the
distribution of nutritious
meals, and affording them
the opportunity to live life
to the fullest.”

FOR NEWTON NOW

More news, every day: harveycountynow.com



For about a month,
Newton has had another
option for Asian food with
the opening of Tokyo
Japanese Steakhouse and
Sushi Bar. The restaurant
was started with a loca-
tion in Oklahoma, with
Newton serving as the
owner’s second location,
with even more expansion
coming into other states
as well.

“It is Japanese food,”
manager Carmen Zeng
said. “The first one, we
had a hibachi grill where
we cook in front of the
customer. Here we have a
sushi bar, and we cook in
the kitchen.”

The competition has
been fierce in a market,
with a bunch of options

when it comes to Asian
food and sushi. But, so
far, customers have been
happy.

“The customer, they
have a choice,” Zeng said.
“The feedback is good.” 

The restaurant is lo-
cated at 1400 S. Kansas
Ave. where Beck’s Burg-
ers used to be by the
south Dillons. It offers a
wide array of food options,
with everything from a
big menu of sushi rolls to
hibachi-grilled food and
noodles as well. 

Coming in about a
month, there will be a lot
more options with liba-
tions, too.

“We have alcohol com-

ing,” Zeng said, “like beer,
sake and cocktail drinks.
That will be maybe three
more weeks.”
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Floorplan options:
 � 2bed/2bath
 � 2bed/1bath
 � 1bed/1bath
 � 723-982 sq. ft
 
Price range:
 � $56,950-$89,950
 
Easy access to:
 � Dining room
 � Wellness center
 � Pool

Rental rates are  
available, please call 
620-327-3425 for  
information and tours.

KIDRON BETHEL VILLAGE
BLUESTEM  COMMUNITIES

  Available
 today!

 kidronbethel.org
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Producing produce: Walton campers sell fruit of their labors

WALTON—Some stu-
dents on Friday morning
played with spinners,
while others held signs
aimed toward potential
customers on U.S. High-
way 50, pumping their
fists in the air as the uni-
versal sign of asking
truckers to blast their
horns, and still others
helped sell items they
made.

This was part of the
week-long Ag/Tech Camp
at Walton Rural Life
School that culminated
with the Farmers Market
in the parking lot of Hill-
top Convenience Store in
Walton.

“This stuff is so good,”
camper Keegan Coon
pleaded with someone as
she tried to talk him into
giving her money to get
some sweet party mix. “I
wish I could buy it,” she
said.

Coon, who will be in
the fourth grade next
year, said she enjoyed
camp.

“I loved it,” she said,
dressed in her camp T-
shirt. “It was fun. We did
archery. We did, like, this
painting stuff. We had,
like, different groups,
and so we made no-bake
cookies, strawberry
frozen jam, sweet party
mix. We made the bread
thing—the banana bread.
We did, like, crocheting.”

Another student,
Parker Voight, also en-
joyed camp.

“It was fun,” she said,
adding her favorite activ-
ity was archery. “Proba-
bly archery because you
get to shoot bows and ar-
rows at a target.”

She said she shot at a
balloon and received a
prize, which was a blue
stretchy Frisbee.

Walton school second-
grade teacher Angela
Black said they've had
the camp since it became
a charter.

“I think this is our 10th
Farmers Market,” she
said, taking a break from
taking people's money in
exchange for what they
bought. “Every summer,
we do a week-long camp.”

This year, students
took part in five different
rotations, she said. These
included garden harvest-
ing and greenhouse, cro-
chet, woodworking,
baking and cooking, and
archery.

A total of 38 students
participated, and many of
the items for sale ap-
peared to be things they
made. Wooden American
flags were $10 apiece,
while strawberry freezer
jam was sold in a variety
of sizes—$1 for a small,
$4 for a medium and $7
for a large. Toad homes
were $3. Other items for
sale were garden pro-
duce, graham cracker tof-
fee crunch, crocheted
potholders, eggs and lip
balm.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, Ag/Tech Camp attendees Isabelle Eckert, Oliver Smith, Brody Morton and David Tieszen hold signs and pump their fists in order to at-
tract customers on U.S. Highway 50 in Walton.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Folks look over items to purchase during the Farmers Market.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Brody Hazelwood spends some idle time with frozen strawberry jam. 

Many turn out Friday, June 2,
to purchase food, crafts

Tokyo Japanese Steakhouse and Sushi Bar serving up fish and more in south Newton
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
One of Tokyo Japanese Steak-
house and Sushi Bar’s most popu-
lar items is a Hawaiian roll with
coconut shrimp, cream cheese,
avocado and mango. 

NORTH NEWTON—
Bethel College Interim
President John K. Sheriff
announced the appoint-
ment of Eric Schrag as
vice president for institu-
tional advancement, to

begin July 1.
Schrag comes to Bethel

from Bethesda Home in
Goessel, where he has
worked since 2006, most
recently as the organiza-
tion’s administrator and
CEO (since 2012).

Bethel’s former VPIA,

Pamela Tieszen, became
superintendent of Lan-
caster Mennonite Schools
in January of this year.
Fred Goering has been
serving as interim VPIA.

Schrag is no stranger to
Bethel College nor to its
Office of Advancement. He

Schrag will be new VP for advancement at Bethel College
FOR NEWTON NOW

If you aren’t registered as a user on harveycountynow.com... what are you waiting for? The news is daily online. 



on for the past five years,
taking orders and bringing
sustenance to hungry
folks. She said it feels like
family there. 

With her Swedish mas-
sage, which is fairly re-
cent, Liggett helps people
relax at Parahelium Stu-
dio, 2500 Place in North
Newton, where she dims
the lights and rubs kinks
of out people's bodies while
they relax on a table.

Regarding her pole exer-
cise/dance teaching,
Liggett helps people get in
shape and feel more confi-
dent, as well as melt off
pounds.

“You're gonna lose
weight, you're gonna get
stronger, and you're gonna
get more confident in your
life,” Liggett said about
anyone taking pole.

The Newton resident's
journey with this kind of
exercise started years ago,
when she was 18 and
working on a “rugged labor
crew,” a disaster-relief
crew, helping with cleanup
of the Greensburg tornado.
She had resided in that
town.

“I was working with a
bunch of men, and they all
decided to take a trip to
Wichita to a gentleman's
club,” Liggett said, sitting
comfortably on the floor of
Parahelium Studio. “I
mean that is really the be-
ginning of it. That was the
first time I had ever seen
it.”

The first woman she saw
at the club do pole dancing
performed with a large
snake.

“I don't think I'll ever
forget it,” Liggett said.
“Just seeing her being so
empowered seeing what
her body could do.”

The woman spun around
and did strength, pole
work.

However, pole dancing
seems to have a reputation
as being just for gentle-
men's clubs, and Liggett
wants to help eradicate
that belief. 

“Just a few days ago, I
had a little girl at my
house,” Liggett said. “I had
my pole, and she said, 'You
have a stripper pole.'”
Liggett has a pink pole in
her living room.

She said even small chil-
dren equate pole
dancing/exercise with neg-
ative images.

“In bigger cities, nation-
ally, it's recognized as a
sport,” Liggett said. “Basi-
cally, I'm just here trying
to manifest this since I
was 18. Part of the reason
I'm really passionate about
it is I've learned how to ex-
press myself physically.”

She said that in order to
get exercise, some people
dance, others go to the
gym.

“We all want to be physi-
cally active,” she said,
adding she's working with
two people privately now
with pole and hopes to ex-
pand that number.

“I feel like, you know in
our society, we're really
trapped in our chairs, in
our cars,” she said. “We
move from position of stag-
nation to position of stag-
nation.”

Liggett said she doesn't
like to go to the gym be-
cause she's bored there.

“Pole dancing is for
somebody who's looking for
something more creative,”
she said. “That's what it
felt like for me. I like that
I'm flying through the air.”

Pole dancing is Liggett's
favorite form of exercise.

“I like that it's about dis-
crete sculpting and
strength,” she said, adding
a person who does it won't
get bulky.

Liggett said her lessons
involve a lot of hip train-

ing, as well as aligning and
movement. She said any-
time she's been pole danc-
ing a lot, the waistline goes
in, her legs get stronger
and there are more bowel
movements. When a per-
son starts pole dancing, it's
not about tricks, though;
it's about strength.

“Before you can do the
tricks, you need to build
strength,” she said.

Which Liggett seems to
have done. She can climb a
tall pole and do a variety of
movements, like grab onto
a pole with her legs, mak-
ing herself parallel to the
floor, holding onto the pole
with only one hand. Doing
this for a few minutes, the
26-year-old got a workout
as evidenced by deeper
breathing and sweat.

“It starts in a small,
humble place, standing
next to a pole as a regular
person dancing to music,”
Liggett said.

Which might've been
how Liggett started a
decade ago. She learned
pole dancing at the gentle-
man's club.

“I just learned from
watching them,” Liggett
said. “There were a few
girls who befriended me.”
Those women showed her
different things to do. “I
learned, and it just came
naturally to me, and I'm
athletic, and when I was
little, I was always climb-
ing on things.”

In addition, she enjoyed
dancing when she was a
youngster. The two went
together like peas and car-
rots.

Just like there are those
two kinds of vegetables,
there are two kinds of pole
dancing—burlesque and
strictly exercise.

“I didn't want to use the
word 'sexy,' but doing it,
people feel sexy,” Liggett
said.

The Newton resident
said she hasn't received
any formal training for
pole like she has for
Swedish massage, and the
only places to get such
training are in Georgia or
Los Angeles.

“Either way, it's going to
be expensive,” she said,

adding she hopes teaching
pole dance and doing mas-
sages can help pay for it.

As a teacher, Liggett
says she has students do a
lot of exercises for the
hands, arms and shoul-
ders.

“Those are really impor-
tant,” she said, because if
injuries happen, they'll be
in those locations. “You
gotta have form so you
don't hurt yourself.”

As mentioned earlier,
Liggett has a pink pole in
her living room, and her
children, ages 10 and 2-
1/2, play on it regularly
and have sleepovers.

“The kids love it,” she
said, adding it's so empow-
ering for her as a mom for
her son to use it and not to
know about the stigma.
“Maybe some people don't
feel like it's a family thing,
but it's a family thing.”

Liggett has her eyes set
to the future regarding
competition.

“One day, this will take
me there, I'm hoping,” she
said.

Liggett started at Para-
helium about one and a
half months ago, and she
just recently completed
schooling at Body and Soul
in Wichita for Swedish
massage. She wants to go
back for further education.

“For my massage prac-
tice to grow, that's what I
really want to do,” she
said, adding she wants to
go learn more about things
like deep tissue work and
reflexology.

“I wanna learn all of it,”
she said.

She enjoys helping folks
relax with massage.

“I love being able to fa-
cilitate a place where peo-
ple can just relax,” she
said, adding that, in turn,
brings her peace. “They get
up and walk out, and it's
special. Their bodies are
better. It's very calm and
nurturing thing.”

She said when she's giv-
ing massage, she tries not
be project her own emo-
tions, except those of lov-
ing and caring.

“Massage is slow and pa-
tient and nurturing and
quiet,” she said.

Combining massage and
pole exercise is a great fit
for Liggett, she said.

“I feel like massage and
pole dancing, for me, they
just have such polarity,”
she said. “I feel like that
rings true for my personal-
ity.”

On the other “pole,” as it
were, pole dancing is en-
ergy.

“It's all about high en-
ergy, even if you're danc-
ing slow,” she said. “I feel
like it's a perfect metaphor
for me. I'm just really in-
spired by the arts—the
flow arts. That's what pole
dancing is.”
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Food tastes 
better in a 

new kitchen

Improve your home’s value!
VISIT HCU.COOP/HELOC

WHEN YOU OPEN A HELOC*

GET UP TO

250$

Limited time offer. Membership required. *Cash back based on 
requested credit line; $100 cash back for up to a $15,000 line of 
credit, $250 cash back for lines of credit over $15,000. 
Funds will be deposited into the member�s
prime share account.

Hutchinson • Haven • Newton • Wichita • 800.428.8472 • hcu.coop
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NEWTON
316-283-0700

1601 W. 1st St.

$10.00 OFF 
selected new Larson Storm Doors 
and selected clearance storm 

doors up to 40% off!

Traeger Wood Pellets 
$14.97 a bag or 

buy 3 @ $12.99 a bag
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Vacuum 
Tune-UP
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� Rollers & 

Vacuum cleaned 
as good as new!

   

LIGGETT
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Rebekah Liggett gives a massage on Thursday, June 1, at Parahelium
Studio in North Newton.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: “You gotta have form so you don't hurt yourself,” says Rebekah Liggett about pole dancing/exercise.
Right: A lot of pole exercise is about strength, as Rebekah Liggett demonstrates. 

Half pound of pot seized 
A police search of a

house party resulted in
the seizure of a half pound
of marijuana. 

Around 10:45 p.m. Sun-
day, June 4, an officer was
on patrol near the 100
block of Ash Street when
he saw a woman who
started running away. 

Newton Police Sgt.
Scott Powell said the offi-
cer followed the girl to the
400 block of West Fourth
Street.

There was a party going
on in the block and the of-
ficer smelled marijuana. 

After getting a warrant

to search the property, the
officer found a half pound
of marijuana. Powell said
there were juveniles and
adults in the house drink-
ing and smoking mari-
juana. The police
department arrested
Trenton Tuttle, 18, for
possession of the mari-
juana, possession of para-
phernalia and intent to
distribute. Powell said the
man's mother was home
at the time. 

—Newton Now staff

Special train to stop here
Amtrak will run an in-

spection train on BNSF

Railway from Oklahoma
City to Kansas City, with
a stop in Newton just be-
fore 1 p.m. on Friday,
June 9. The trip is the
next step in the possible
return of passenger rail
service between Kansas
and Texas, which could
have tremendous benefits
for Newton. Invited guests
on the train will include
state transportation offi-
cials from Texas, Okla-
homa and Kansas, along
with local leaders.

The public is invited to
look at the train just be-
fore 1 p.m. Friday at the
Newton Train Station.

—For Newton Now

NEWS BRIEFS



Newton and Harvey
County have yet to see the
impacts from federal
changes in immigration
policy and have not had to
dedicate resources for
searching for undocu-
mented immigrants. 

That was the message
from the Harvey County
Sheriff's Office and the
City of Newton. 

A panel consisting of
Undersheriff Shawn Sulli-
van, City Manager Bob
Myers and Newton Mayor
Barth Hague spoke to a
crowd of around 100 who
turned up Saturday morn-
ing at Shalom Mennonite
Church for a community
discussion on immigration. 

Pastor Rachel Ringen-
berg Miller said her con-
gregation saw a need to
facilitate a conversation
about the election follow-
ing the national presiden-
tial election, where
President Donald Trump
made stricter immigration
policies a center of his
campaign platform.

While national rhetoric
around the issue has
stepped up, Myers and
Sullivan said immigration
and documentation re-
mains just that, a national
issue. 

“Our police department
doesn't inquire [about citi-
zenship],” Myers said. “Im-
migration is strictly a
federal activity. It's not a
local or state activity. We
have no authority to do
that. If you're not an inte-
gration agent, we have no
authority to be inquiring.
Cities where law enforce-
ment have been more ag-
gressive have run into
litigation.”

Sullivan said on the
sheriff's office’s side of law
enforcement, it doesn't
search for undocumented
immigrants. He said that
in the case of a jail booking
in Harvey County, all
names of people are run

through a state database,
and if they are not citizens,
their names are trans-
ferred to Immigration Cus-
toms and Enforcement.

ICE then has a choice
whether or not to put a de-
tainer order out, which
lasts for 48 hours, asking
the office to hold the per-
son. 

If the county receives
the order, they will hold
the person 48 business
hours and no longer than
that. Sullivan said such a
detainer functions the
same way a warrant order
would. 

“But for us if there's an
actual warrant signed by a
judge; that's what we do,”
he said. “If it's not signed
by a judge, we’re not going
to honor that.”

Sullivan also said that
when Harvey County Law
Enforcement investigates
crimes, they are not look-
ing for or concerned with
the legal status of victims.
He said law enforcement is
there to protect them as
any other member in the
community, and that their
only interest is finding the
person who committed the
crime and keeping every-
one else safe. 

He said his experience
as a detective has made
him aware of the difficul-
ties faced by immigrant
communities when it
comes to reporting crimes
and the concern that con-
tacting law enforcement
will result in them looking
for undocumented immi-
grants. 

“We're not
here be-
cause we
want to get
you de-
ported,” he
said. “We're
here be-
cause you're
part of our
community, we're going to
protect you and we're
going to treat you the
same.”

Frank Adame of Newton
said such conversations
were good to have. He said
when he saw Sullivan
enter the building for the
talk, he still felt a pang of
anxiety, though he has
long been a naturalized
U.S. citizen. 

“Shawn was coming in
the door, and I still got
scared a bit,” he said. “But
I have my papers,” he
added to a few chuckles
from the crowd. 

Adame came to the
United States as a child,
and he lived in the United
States for 10 years without
having legal citizenship.

“If you never been hun-
gry, you don't know what
hunger is” he said. “If you
aren't an illegal, you don't
understand the fear and
anxiety.” 

Adame, who came to the
United States as a child,
walking from Juarez to
Alamagordo, N.M. 

“It's quite hideous; it's
not a walk in the park,” he
said, adding that he didn't
want to leave his home-
town.

Adame then worked

picking crops in California.
“Have no fear that we

are taking your jobs,” he
said. “I didn't see many
people rushing to go pick
cotton and grapes and
strawberries in south Cali-
fornia. That's what I was
doing as a 10-year-old.”

Adame, despite his legal
status, attended schools
and went on to receive a
college degree as well as a
Ph.D. and became a U.S.
citizen. 

He said that his experi-
ence of walking across the
border was one of three
ways undocumented im-
migrants get into the
United States from Mex-
ico, the other ways being
obtaining a work visa and
staying past its expiration
date or contracting with a
“Coyote,” a person who
smuggles others across the
border. 

Adame said Coyotes
charge high prices, leading
to human trafficking and
people working as inden-
tured servants in the
United States to pay off
the cost of getting to
America. 

Aidee Torres of Newton
also spoke to the crowd
about her life as an undoc-
umented citizen.

She said it was unfortu-
nate the rhetoric about un-
documented immigrants
has led to a stereotype
that they are criminals. 

“A lot of people think
they're here illegally be-
cause they don't want to
go through the system.
The process isn't easy. We

became legal residents
through the amnesty, and
later all my family be-
comes nationalized.”

Comments during the
event turned to what com-
munity members could do
in the future to help immi-
grant and any challenges
they faced. 

Newton resident and
School Board Member
Steve Richards said it was
important to have an un-
derstanding and discus-
sion about equity.

“Because we aren't all
standing on level ground.

Law is the law, but the
law isn't always equi-
table,” he said. “We are
less different and less sim-
ilar than we like to tell
ourselves.”

Sullivan said progress
within Harvey County on
citizens understanding
each other started with
events like the one they
were attending. 

“I'd like to think we as a
community can come to-
gether and rally and do
what's best for us,” Sulli-
van said. “I think a lot of
conversations can be had.”
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614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Special thanks to the following 
supporters of the church directory:

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:00am Sunday School

9:45 am Fellowship
10:30am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship

10:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel A.M.E.
Church

711 E. 11th Street
9:45am Sunday School

1:30pm Worship

Hillcrest Community
Church - A

Foursquare Church
431 W. 12th

9:30am Cafe Connect
10:30am Worship

Iglesia Del Nazareno
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible
Church

900 Old Main
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship”

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass

10:30am Sunday Mass
6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship

11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
http://thecreationstation.

vpweb.com

701 Cafe
701 N. Main St, Newton

(316) 804-4573
www.701cafe.com

If you would like to become a sponsor of the Newton
Area Church Directory, please contact Shannin Rettig at

shannin@harveycountynow or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main, Newton

316-284-0636

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114

If you can
DREAM IT,
We can 
BUILD IT! 1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114BUILD IT!
We can 

DREAM IT,
If you can

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114

Clear View 
WINDOW CLEANING

Commercial
Residential

New Construction
Superior Window Cleaning 

for all occasions

316-284-9977
Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Immigration a federal issue, local governing bodies say
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Hague
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Ajournalist I got to know in
passing made a visit to the
office last week on a way to

a job interview.
He got a raw deal, offered an es-

cape by a massive company to a
newspaper where he had more
control, only to be laid off a year
later. 

Such is the lot of being a num-
ber in a ledger to a huge company.

He was part of a larger string of
layoffs at papers in the state.

When a massive media company
acquires more properties, people
who dedicate their lives to local
news—the copy editors, the de-
signers—become redundant. 

Managing editors of smaller pa-
pers become a financial burden
when those working at a slightly
larger paper in the region can be
forced to cover a town, St. John or
Kiowa, Kan., remotely. 

Why take care of a local em-
ployee when you can pay someone
in Austin, Texas, or out of the
country far less to do shoddier, but
much cheaper, work?

The cycle is again beginning to
happen, as one of the largest
newspaper chains in the country,
GateHouse, added a family-owned
group of Kansas papers to its
crowd of 500 or so publications.
Hutch News, Salina, Hays and Ot-
tawa now all answer to corporate
in New York, who in turn,  an-
swers to the managers of the
hedge fund Fortune Capital that
owns GateHouse. 

GateHouse accounts for a tiny
amount of that hedge fund. The
hedge fund managers then answer
to the fund’s owner, a bank in
Japan, and that bank’s owner, bil-
lionaire Masayoshi Son.

Now what do Masayoshi Son in
Japan or New York hedge fund
managers or media suits care for
Kiowa or Hutchinson or, for that
matter, Newton, Kan.? They are
tiny financial specs in a universe
of budgets.

I'd be willing to guess it's far
less than those city's residents or
the journalists who try their best
working for such papers. 

Those journalists are heroes and
make due with awful resources,
sub par corporate leadership and
an absolute apathy to quality jour-
nalism outside of making revenue

margins.
Long before I came to Newton, I

was familiar with the term “Gate-
Housing.” The word was used by
people I knew in the business to
describe the practice of a large
company buying and gutting local
newspapers. The move, firing long-
term employees and cutting back
coverage, increases the margins in
the short term before the paper's
eventual decline. Compare it to
someone having a flock of chick-
ens, killing them to eat, and starv-
ing a week later for lack of eggs.

Many of we media followers wor-
ried that when the Hutch News
would be purchased, it would get
“GateHoused.”

How do you identify GateHous-
ing? Look for press releases that
use the phrases words “finding
new synergies,” “new innovative
sharing strategies” and the best,
“less with more.”

That's company talk for layoffs. 
Journalism quality and what

makes a paper isn't some sort of
special sauce. It's not a crazy for-
mula that you need a $20,000 con-
sultant to do. 

Just write news people will pay
to read. Plain and simple. If people
read it, advertisers recognize the
value of being in there as well. 

And how do you write news peo-
ple care to read? That's simple,
too: care about the community and
have ownership that cares enough
about the community to invest re-
sources to cover it. 

Journalism means far more to a
community than a 12-percent mar-
gin in a company ledger. 

That sort of apathetic manage-
ment approach to a community's
voice, watchdog, friend, entertain-
ment and chronicle all but guaran-
tees the publication’s decline.

Journalism isn't dying in

Kansas. 
Journalism is dealing with a

parasite, a many-headed creature,
made up of coastal suits that have
never sold an ad or picked up a
notebook. 

When the corporate creature has
gorged on the last drop of margin
from a papers' emaciated carcass,
it kills it, or lets it linger as a slave
to protect against market en-
croachment from other companies.
The creature leaves in its wake a
more ignorant, less informed popu-
lous without a well-maintained
watchdog for their governments.

We've benefited in part from
that, but we hate to see it happen.
It shouldn't happen. 

News of more Kansas layoffs
will no doubt filter out eventually,
and someone will put together yet
another piece about the decrease
of local papers and journalism jobs
in Kansas.

That might be true for those
lacking local control, but all of our
friends and area groups we work
with are doing just fine. Robb
Reeves up the road, he's doing all
right with his Harvey County pa-
pers. Down south, you have Chris
Strunk keeping it going in Valley
Center. Travis Mounts and crew
are doing just fine with their Sedg-
wick and Sumner County papers. 

If journalism was dying, how
have we started a paper and
grown subscriptions and advertis-
ing enough to have long-term via-
bility in less than two years? Why
have we had to hire?

And at least three papers have
started up in Kansas in the last
few years and continue to operate.

There are always tough times, of
course. The state's economy isn't
exactly booming, despite its stellar
leadership.

But don't buy some of the dire
doom and gloom about papers. 

If you hear from someone in the
future of how Kansas journalism is
dying, send them over to our office
or some of the state's other inde-
pendent papers. 

Papers aren't dying; poor com-
pany management is killing them. 

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor at Newton Now. He can be

reached at 
adam@harveycountynow.com.

It's the companies, stupid
Columns

Editorial

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
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Economic focus
the right one

My life recently has turned
into a series of cutbacks,
so to speak.

The most recent is my diet and
couch potato-ness. Recently, I be-
came a little concerned that I had
gained 32 pounds in two years
(eeeek!), even though I hadn't
changed my diet much. I had even
started exercising more. I went to
Curves for more than a year;
maybe it was two years. I lost
seven pounds in a few months, but
then I hit a plateau. And I kept on
exercising. The thing about Curves
is I can burn 300 to 400 calories in
less than a half hour. It's that in-
tense. It's built for busy women on
the go. That was me. I didn't lose
as much weight as I wanted, but I
did lose inches. Fat was dropping
away, and I was building lean
muscle. However, Curves closed,
and I do miss it. I still get to see
the owners from time to time, so
that's nice! Then, I joined the
YMCA. It was exciting at first, but
now I've become bored. I need to
shake things up a little in my exer-
cise routine. Me getting bored isn't
the Y's fault—it's mine. I just kept
on doing the same thing. There, I
got toner. Muscles I hadn't used
for years hurt.

However, now that I'm coming
out of my denial about how much I
ate, I think I was eating more than

I thought. I decided to see my new
primary-care physician recently
about my weight gain and get
some blood work done. She
checked for things. Thyroid is fine.
Blood sugar wasn't. I'm pre-dia-
betic, as well as being hypo-
glycemic.

When I told people, like Adam
Strunk here, my son Rodger and
my boyfriend, Steve, about this,
they all said, “You don't eat sugar!
How can you be pre-diabetic?” Yes,
I stay away from sugar- and aspar-
tame-loaded goodies like cake,
soda, cookies, ice cream and many
other treats. My body absolutely
doesn't like sugar. It makes me
hurt all over and I can't sleep. I'd
rather stay away from sugar. I do,
however, from time to time, make
pumpkin pies I can eat with oat
flour and stevia—not the stevia

that has sugar added to it, which
I've had to watch for. It's the pure
stevia from Prairie Harvest in
Newton. That pie tastes so good,
and it doesn't even taste like it's
sugar-free. However, I do like it
with heavy whipping cream
poured over it.

So, my doc told me about an app
I can use to count my munchie
calories per day. I put in my
weight and indicated what my
weight goal is, and now I know
how many calories to eat each day.
It's 1,200. That's not a whole lot.
It's day four, and I'm wondering
why I haven't lost 20 pounds yet.
Ha. I think I maybe have lost a
pound. Whoopee! If you hear an-
gels singing, it's because a miracle
happened. I lost a pound! Yay! I ac-
tually am happy with that. My
doctor is hoping the pre-diabetic
status will go away as I lose
weight and exercise more. Dia-
betes runs in the family with my
maternal grandpa and sister hav-
ing it. 

So, I'm cutting back on being a
couch potato, too. I started slack-
ing off on exercise starting in the
winter, getting really sick a couple
of times, once with Influenza A. I
don't exercise when I'm sick. I
think those sicknesses hung on for

Cutting back can lead to a better life

We perhaps have not been as charitable about eco-
nomic development efforts in the past as some would
like. And there's still plenty of material to take a swing
at.

However, it appears a refocusing and reorganization
of the Harvey Economic Development Council has been
well received and well done. 

This week the group announced a culmination of their
reorganization efforts, a draft budget requesting 30 per-
cent fewer revenues than the year prior. 

For those who sometimes wonder what if any return
Newton and the county get from the group's efforts, the
move is a step in the right direction. 

To get to that point, those planning, including Direc-
tor Beth Shelton, have cut down the amount of out-of-
town conferences employees are going to and mileage
they are claiming. The numbers under the previous di-
rector were apparently ballooning. 

The group’s marketing budget has been re-evaluated
to provide more of a focus on return on investment. 

And additional expenditures have been cut, such as a
$40,000 paycheck to a person to help with workforce re-
cruitment, which existed on top of the existing contract
already paid to the man’s employer, Workforce One.

All of this helped cut down what the EDC will ask
from its funding partners, the cities in Harvey County
and the county itself. 

That might be a helpful action for it to take as its
three year contract with its partners will come due this
year, and many could be re-evaluating their relation-
ships with a looming property tax cap. 

Another step that should help the EDC is a focus on
retention and expansion of existing businesses as much
as the recruitment of outside businesses. 

Previously, the EDC took big swings for home runs.
And, at least for Newton, those efforts resulted in many
announcements but very few jobs. The Kansas Logistics
Park still hasn't seen progress, and other heralded de-
velopments—you can read about one in this week’s
paper—have turned out to be duds. 

Instead of swinging for the fences, it's taken more of a
small ball approach, with employees making visits to 41
Harvey County businesses in the last year to see what
sort of help they needed or if they could expand. That ef-
fort has generated leads, as has an effort to improve re-
lations with surrounding economic development groups. 

The Greater Wichita Area Economic Development
Coalition has provided Harvey County a number of
leads on projects this year, something that hasn't hap-
pened in the past. 

To date, EDC staff members have made contact with
17 businesses looking to relocate to Harvey County or to
expand. That matches the total from the year prior. 

Shelton said she was confident at least one of the
businesses they were dealing with would make an an-
nouncement shortly about doubling its workforce. 

Again, these aren't huge results yet, but there seems
to be an increased accountability and openness with the
EDC that was lacking in the past. 

Time will tell if the change yields results or if the gov-
erning bodies view the changes favorably, but at least it
seems the organization is going in the right direction. It
is working more to develop local talent and making at-
tempts to both limit the amount of public investment in-
volved and maximize the investment's returns.

—Newton Now Editorial Board
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First of all, I don’t know what
charges would be levied for
smuggling beer into a reha-

bilitation hospital.
I’m not even sure it is a formal

offense, but I suppose it would fall
under the umbrella, “Aiding in
the delinquency of a patient.”

However, when I talked to my
Grandpa Gene earlier in the week
and promised a trip to see him, I
asked if he needed anything.

“I would like to have a little
beer,” he replied.  “Not a full bot-
tle, but just a little taste.”

At that moment, it became a
mission.

When we arrived, our family
gathered together in a private vis-
itation room and shared a good
lunch and wonderful conversa-
tion. Then, with help from my old-
est son, Brandon, I set out to find
Grandpa’s favorite variety—Bud-
weiser—which was a particularly
challenging quest, considering it
was a Sunday afternoon and we
were in another state.  

Luckily, a couple of blocks away
was a convenience shop advertis-
ing gasoline, smokes and beer.   

Pay dirt.
We made our selection—a six-

pack, which was the smallest
quantity available—and returned
to the hospital’s parking lot,
where we re-purposed a McDon-
ald’s orange juice cup from our
breakfast.

After dodging the watchful eye
of the receptionist, who sat just
inside the door monitoring incom-
ing and outgoing guests, we re-
turned to the visiting room, where
Grandpa sat back in his wheel-
chair and sipped his favorite
brew.

“That’s about the best beer I’ve
tasted,” he said. “I knew I could
count on you.”  

The rest of the day, we listened

to stories.  
There was one about chickens

that I found particularly amusing. 
When he was younger,

Grandpa’s family made wheat
wine, which was a concoction con-
taining freshly harvested wheat,
oranges, lemons and a variety of
other ingredients that aged in a
stone crock before bottling. You
had to stir it once daily for the
first week before setting it aside
for the fermentation process. 

All the neighbors within a
stone’s throw of their farm also
made wheat wine, so it was not
unusual to stop by for a visit and
a glass.

One day, Grandpa pulled up at
a neighbor’s house and the first
thing he noticed were the animals
acting strangely.

“What’s wrong with your chick-
ens?” he asked the farmer. They
were gathered in the driveway,
wandering around without pur-
pose. They seemed to take a cou-
ple of steps, fall over and rapidly
flap their wings.

“I made some wheat wine and
just got done bottling it,” the
farmer replied.  “All that wheat
had to be dumped, so I tossed it in
the yard and into the hog feeder.
The chickens and hogs ate all of
it.”

Sure enough, the hogs laid in
the pen on their sides, just like

they were in a deep slumber. And,
I suppose they were…alcohol in-
duced.

Another story was about his
parents driving to California to
see neighbors who had relocated
there. After finally being talked
into going by his wife, Grandpa’s
dad was convinced he would never
make it back to Kansas alive.  

“There’s enough money in the
cans I buried around the yard so
you can plant me,” he told
Grandpa before driving away.  

Of course, he made it back
without incident and all was well.
But it was a great yarn, anyway.

When he finished, Grandpa
made me promise to make some
wheat wine this summer. 

“Make sure you get the wheat
right when they harvest it,” he
said. “If they treat it first, you’ll
ruin the batch, and it would prob-
ably kill you.”

That is exactly what I intend to
do—make a batch of wine in
Grandpa’s memory.  

I only wish he could be beside
me through the process—showing
me the method taught to him by
his parents.

Mostly, though, I wish I could
have another conversation with
him and share one more beer, be-
cause, while he will always be
with me in spirit, it won’t ever be
the same. Now, I’m left to cherish
the fond memories of someone I’ve
worked hard to emulate.

There’s a famous saying about
the true measure of a man is in
the many lives he touched
throughout his life. For Grandpa
Gene, that number was certainly
immense as evidenced in the peo-
ple who stopped by to say their
goodbyes… 

Ken Knepper can be reached at
Ken.Knepper@gmail.com.

Grandpa, cold one open up memories

Guest Editorial
Legislators need to pull
Kansas back to the topI'm using this space to do some-

thing a little different this
month. So, to all you graduat-

ing seniors about to begin the next
chapter of your young lives, I offer
a little bit of wisdom from some-
one who has been there, done
that—often poorly or the wrong
way. Hopefully some of this sticks
better with you now than it did
with me then.

Keep your friends close
If you're college-bound, you're

going to meet a lot of new people.
But while I shared classes with
some great folks in my five and a
half years of college, my closest
friends today are still the guys I
went to high school with. Even if
your friends go off to different col-
leges, stay connected through so-
cial media and make it a point to
see them over semester breaks.
These are the people you're going
to be able to rely on even when
you're old and gray.

Go to class
One of the things college affords

is freedom, but that freedom is
going to be a two-edged sword for
many of you. If you're used to your
parents telling you where and
when to be somewhere, the transi-
tion to a college schedule is going
to be one big wake-up call. So set
your alarms and get your butts
out of bed. There's nothing worse
than having to retake (and re-pay
for) a required course because you
didn't feel like going the first time.

Take care of yourself
Some of you might still be able

to stay on your parents' insurance,
but for those of you who don't
have the benefit of doing so, know
that most universities have health
clinics on campus that offer walk-
in check-ups at a reduced rate to
students. Aside from those med-
ical emergencies, you're not going
to have someone reminding you to
take care of yourself. So pop a

multivitamin. Cook your burgers
well-done. And stay on top of that
foot fungus you're likely going to
pick up from the dorm showers. 

Hug your mom and dad
This one goes hand in hand

with keeping your friends close,
because many of you are going to
develop deeper relationships with
your parents now than you had in
your first 18 years of life. Why?
Because over the coming years,
you're going to need them more
than ever. Maybe it's to borrow a
little cash, borrow a vehicle, or
borrow a shoulder to cry on.
Whatever the reason, know that if
your mom and dad got you this
far, they want to see you go even
farther.

Save half your paycheck
This was something my father

stressed when I started my first
job, and it's something I'm pass-
ing along to you. Did I listen to
him? Of course not, so maybe
you'll listen to me. If you're work-
ing your way through college, this
is going to be particularly tough,
but save what you can. When I
look back on how much money I
wasted on clothes, movies, con-
certs and alcohol, my stomach
turns—especially when I send off
my monthly Sallie Mae payment. 

Get a credit card
This one might be a little con-

troversial, but establishing good
credit—and good credit habits—

now will help you immensely
when you try and get a car loan or
secure a lease on an apartment.
When used responsibly, credit
cards can be a great tool to help
boost your credit score and earn
rewards. I recommend requesting
a low credit limit (say, $500) and
using your card solely to fill up
your gas tank, then simply pay
the balance off in full before your
next billing cycle. 

Reconsider college
Another controversial one, but

here's the thing: college isn't for
everyone. And you know what?
That's OK. 

Right now, we're facing a short-
fall of qualified young men and
women to fill roles in skilled
trades that are opening up as
waves of Baby Boomers retire.
With two years of vocational
training, you could land a job
making a strong salary without
being saddled with student loan
debt like many of your peers. So
don't feel obligated to go to college
because "everyone else is doing
it." You may have a different call-
ing.

Just remember: You're still a
kid

Yes, by law, you're legally an
adult when you turn 18. You can
vote. You can smoke. You can stay
out past curfew, because you no
longer have one. But trust me
when I say you have years of
growing up left to do, and that ap-
plies to even the most mature of
you. You're going to make a lot of
mistakes and some bad decisions
over the next four years or so, but
it's part of growing up. That time
is going to go faster than you're
currently able to comprehend, so
please, make the most of it.

Jeremy Jaso lives in Newton
with his wife and two children.

He’s also a Newton High School
graduate.

A little advice for the Class of 2017

CONVERSATION PIECE

KEN KNEPPER

REWIND

JEREMY JASO

Weigh in
Don't cut Medicaid and Medicare

The American Health Care Act passed by the House of
Representatives last month and currently in the Senate
makes $834 billion in cuts to the Medicaid program. This
is the biggest cut and disproportionately affects low-in-
come Americans.

Growing up, my father worked in construction and my
mother was disabled. In no way could they have afforded
health care for me. Fortunately, since we were low in-
come, I qualified for insurance under the Medicaid pro-
gram. Without that benefit, I would not have been able to
get eye glasses, go to the dentist or have access to the
asthma inhaler I needed. Basic health care needs.

I urge Kansas Senators Moran and Roberts not to vote
for a bill that makes such a large cut to the Medicaid pro-
gram. Currently, over 400 thousand Kansans benefit from
KanCare, the Kansas version of the Medicaid program.
Low-income children in Kansas will suffer without this
benefit. Vote wisely, senators.

Angela Becker
Newton 

Get in your car just as the sun is beginning to dip blow
the tree line, roll down your windows and take a drive
down the K-96 Corridor—The Clarion’s coverage area.

Look carefully as you drive, and you’ll see meticulously
maintained fields full of crops that help to feed a nation.

You'll see gardens overflowing with freshly planted veg-
etables and pots hanging from porches and sitting along
sidewalks billowing with beautiful, well-tended flowers.

You'll see kids outside playing and adults mowing, water-
ing and enjoying the dipping evening temperature.

You'll see a community of people who overwhelmingly
care about making the place they call home beautiful.

You'll see the fruits of the labors of the hard-working peo-
ple of south central Kansas.

That's why it feels shocking that US News & World Re-
port ranks the Kansas economy No. 43 in the nation. We’re
ranked 48th in gross domestic product growth, an indicator
of the health of our overall economy, and the state is 39th
in job growth, too.

We have too much pride in our communities and our
state to be ranked close to the bottom in anything, espe-
cially when we have an agriculturally based population
who knows the meaning of a hard day’s work.

That's why it's imperative that the Kansas legislature
finish the work that they were sent to Topeka to do and
pass comprehensive tax reform—even if they have to do so
in an effort that does not include Governor Sam Brown-
back in the equation. As of Monday of this week, the legis-
lature was already eight days past the planned 100-day
session, when it rejected another tax plan that many felt
failed to balance the budget, and each day the session con-
tinues costs Kansas taxpayers an additional $45,000, ac-
cording to an article by KMUW.

Later in the evening, a tax plan made it through, and
shortly after midnight, Brownback issued a statement, say-
ing he would be vetoing the legislation—effectively sending
the legislature back to the drawing board or facing trying
to garner enough votes to override the veto.

“I appreciate the efforts of legislators as they continue to
work towards balancing the budget, building a school fund-
ing formula that puts students first, and ultimately closing
out the 2017 legislative session,” Brownback said in his
statement. “Given that this tax package was assembled
and passed just today, I hope to avoid any unnecessary de-
lays by announcing that I will veto Senate Bill 30, allowing
the legislature sufficient time to address its many deficien-
cies and harmful impacts on Kansas families. We have
worked hard in Kansas to move our tax policy to a pro-
growth orientation. This bill undoes much of that progress.
It will substantially damage job creation and leave our citi-
zens poorer in the future.”

Considering that our economy and job creation are near
the bottom in the nation, we have a hard time understand-
ing how changing the status quo is much scarier than
sticking with it.

We understand that there are a lot of factors in play
when it comes to passing reforms, and fixing an economy is
anything but easy, but we hope that our representatives re-
member that we need to have a budget that will not only
keep us going through the next year but a plan that will
sustain us into the future. 

Kansans plan for the long-term. We plant our crops but
take care of the land so that it will continue to yield for
next year. We pick our vegetables but continue to weed our
gardens so that they'll be ready for next year's harvest.

It's important for us to continue to consider what Kansas
will look like five, 10 or even 50 years down the road.

Our legislature needs to set aside politics and return
Kansas to its past glory. It's time for Kansas to stop being a
statistic at the bottom of economic indicators and instead
be known for what we're great for. Hopefully, by the time
this issue hits the stands, the ink will be dry on a new bill,
but if not, it’s time for our elected officials to kick it into
gear.

We have great people. We have great values. We have
amazing communities.

In Topeka, sometimes it feels like things just become
about politics.

We wish our legislature could take that sunset drive
down K-96 and remember just who they’re representing.

- Guest editorial by The Clarion (Andale, Kan.) Editorial
Board

several weeks each. With
my new initiative, I'm to
exercise about 180 minutes
a week. Most nights, I do
planks and pull out my sta-
tionary bike. I still need to
wander back over to the Y.
I really enjoy the Zumba
class at 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
days. I'm still a member.

I'm also cutting back on
expenditures, since I de-
cided to move into a place
that's a bit more expensive
than my previous place, al-
though it's a lot nicer and
bigger. I was living in a
one-bedroom, and now I
have two. The second bed-
room is my office, quilting,
exercise room. It also can
be my dog, Astrid's, bed-
room, although she doesn't
seem to like to hang out in
there. She prefers the

couch, my bed or under my
bed. She's put a lot of her
treats under my bed. The
space under my bed is her
lair, where she hangs out
by herself, doing her thing.

Speaking of moving, my
move went great. It was in
the same building, so all is
well now. My sons and one
of Rodger's friends were a
great help. It took longer
than I thought it would.
Thanks, guys!

Anyway, they do say less
is more. I'm hoping less
body weight and fat and
fewer calories will lead to
more healthy me and that
cutting expenses will lead
to a happier me in a better
place. 

Wendy Nugent is the fea-
tures editor at Newton

Now. She can be reached at
316-281-7899 or

wendy@harveycountynow.c
om.

HEALTH
From Page 6
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at the airport, his custom
factory, a private hangar
built and he got the city to
pay for its financing, com-
pleted six months after
the deal went public. 

In return, he entered
into a $50,000-a-month
lease agreement to pay for
the construction project
and a promise to deliver
12 jobs within a year and
22 within two.

At the time, Havers-
Strong gave a lot of credit
for the development to the
governing bodies as well
as Fornaro-Dean. 

“God bless her,” he said
in a Hutchinson News in-
terview. “She and Harvey
County and the City of
Newton have been ab-
solutely incredible.
They’re a team. We really
had no choice but to do
Newton, and the credit
goes to Mickey and the
City of Newton for mak-
ing the deal work.”

If Havers-Strong would
have delivered on his jobs,
if his contracts would
have come through, and if
the city would have fi-
nanced the deal in a more
conventional manner, this
wouldn't be a story.

ABI would have
brought 22 jobs by now,
made more rent payments
and even be expanding on
the 160 acres of land
across from the airport
that the city purchased, in
part, on ABI's behalf.  

The city wouldn't have
to worry if ABI would go
bust, as the debtors could
have gone after Havers-
Strong's company, not the
City of Newton, for their
payments. 

None of that happened,
and today the taxpayers
of Newton are left in a
lurch, hoping a private
chemical manufacturing
company with its office in
Wichita scores a big con-
tract so it can pay the city
$600,000 in annual rent
to offset the debt pay-
ments the city will owe for
the next 18 years.

(Unusual) Finance, 101
In May of 2017, ABI ex-

hausted an account hold-
ing a year's worth of rent
payments that the city
originally dictated be set
aside as a security, ac-
cording to City Manager
Bob Myers.

After the account was
exhausted, Myers said
ABI did pay the city
enough to cover June's
rent.

But Myers said he was
not ready to announce the
end of the city's troubles.
He had not received word
that the chemical con-
tracts, awaited for the
last two and one-half
years, had come through.

He remained optimistic,
however, and added that
keeping the company in
the building is in the
city's best interest.

“We could go back to
the development agree-
ment and say, ‘You're not
there yet; you’re in de-
fault and we're kicking
you out,’” he said. “With
the prospect of taking
that building over and
bringing in a new tenant,
you have no idea how long
it would be vacant, as the
city is making the bond
payments. If in good faith
they are proceeding,
though not as fast as we
thought, it's still better
for them to be successful.
No question they have not
hit the targets.”

If the building sits
empty, the city still has
debt to pay. If the city has
a tenant, there's at least a
potential of future pay-
ment.

To understand the city's
current plight, one must
first understand the dif-
ference between indus-
trial revenue and general
obligation bonds. GO
bonds are backed with the
city's full credit. IRB
bonds are assumed not to
be, in the vast majority of
situations. 

Normally, an industrial
project such a chemical
manufacturing facility
would be financed with
IRBs

The bond enables prop-
erty tax rebates through
state statute and allows
for lower interest rates, as
they are sponsored by a
municipal body. The tool
also shields the city and
taxpayer from risk. 

If a company defaults
on the IRB, the munici-
pality comes into posses-
sion of the property and
sells it to offset the debt.

All other
debt trans-
fers to the
company it-
self. 

Newton
and most
cities use
IRBs quite
regularly. 

The
YMCA is
funded
through an
IRB, for in-
stance. 

That's
how the city
originally
said it
would fi-
nance the
ABI deal in
April and
May of
2014.

“The city
will finance
construction
of the $4.6
million fa-
cility using
an indus-
trial rev-
enue bond
model and
will lease it
to ABI
Chemicals
over a 20- to
22-year
term at
lease rates
that will
cover all
debt service
payments,”
a city press
release
stated.

And that's
how the
deal was re-
ported to be
financed by
surrounding
and local
news out-
lets.

Myers
later said
that wasn't a correct pres-
entation of the project's fi-
nancing.

The city didn't initially
use IRBs to pay for the
project like the announce-
ment stated. Instead, it
used general obligation
bonds to first fund the
project.

Wichita State Professor
Emeritus Edward Flentje,
who taught about public
decision making and pub-
lic governance, explained
the normal uses of a gen-
eral obligation bond.

“General obligation
bonds are designed for
public improvements like
city roads," he said.
"There might be a project
in an industrial park
where there may be a
need for roads or water,
sewer."

Flentje said he had not
personally come across a
city using general obliga-
tion bonds to construct a
facility for a private com-
pany.

“I think it would be un-
usual to use general obli-
gation bonds to build
facilities for a private
company,” he said. “I
don't think you'd do that.”

Flentje also pointed out
such an arrangement
could lead to fair play is-
sues.

“What you'd get into is
others would say, 'Well,
build me a building and
rent it to me,'” he said.
“There might be all sorts
of demands for that.”

Koehn shed some light
onto what was going on in
the city meetings at the
time. He said he recalled
a short timeline as the
culprit for the arrange-
ment.

“It seems because the
timeline was so quick, we
had to go to a general ob-
ligation bond,” he said, re-
calling past discussions.

The general obligation
funding option was
thought to be necessary to
get Havers-Strong's fac-
tory built in time—by Oc-
tober of 2014. Myers
agreed that the timeline
played a role in the finan-
cial structuring.

The city then took out a
less risky $6.83 million
IRB in November of 2014
with Citizens State Bank
and issued that bond on
behalf of the Harvey
County Economic Devel-
opment Committee (EDC)
to pay for the ABI facility
cost.  

Citizen’s State Bank is-
sued the bonds, but the
bonds came with a sepa-
rate grant agreement that
negated the risk protec-
tion for the city and
stated that if ABI de-
faulted, the city and
would cover the IRB's
$600,000 yearly debt pay-
ment. 

Koehn didn't recall why
the city guaranteed the
IRB bond, negating the
one aspect of the bond
that shielded it from risk.

Myers, then the city at-
torney did. It was neces-
sary to have a guaranteed
bond for ABI to choose
Newton.

He said that from the
start ABI wanted a fac-
tory built for it and didn't
want the option to own it,
just to rent it. 

“They weren't inter-
ested in owning it them-
selves or doing all their
own financing,” he said.
“They needed that assis-
tance.”

Myers, for his part, in-
sisted that the city was
forthcoming in how it
would use guaranteed
bonds and there was no
attempt to mislead citi-
zens.

“That is unfortunate
that kind of term was al-
lowed to be used,” he said
of the city originally iden-
tifying the financing pack-
age as an IRB.

A Custom-built Plant
With those bonds, the

city purchased a 20,000-
square-foot, built-to-spec
chemical production
plant. It has 70-by-18-foot
hydraulic doors. Huge,
pristine tanks sit inside
the building. Drains and
ventilation crisscross the
building. 

There's a 1,000-gallon
foam fire suppression
unit, explosion proof
lights, outlets, exit signs.
There are all the safety
bells and whistles you'd
expect in a new chemical
plant, according to the
contracting agreement be-
tween the city, Harvey
County Economic Devel-
opment and Eby Con-
struction, who built the
plant. 

Koehn said he remem-
bered being told the build-
ing could be rented out
easily if something did go
wrong.

“This wasn't Bob
Myers, this was the old
city administration,”
Koehn said. “We were told
that it would be easy to
lease out again.”

Koehn said, in his opin-
ion, it's obvious that's not
the case, with the build-
ing being customized to
mix chemicals. In that
case, it would be hard to
find a tenant for the
building, which the city
will be paying off until
2035. 

Those payments could
be problematic in the fu-
ture in case of a default,
as the city would have to
allocate approximately
$600,000 of revenue an-
nually to pay the bill.
With a property tax cap in
place already locking
down city revenue genera-
tion without a public vote,
the money paid for ABI
represents a chunk large
enough that could have
been dedicated to some-
thing like a police station,
a library, tax relief or
other future projects. 

Egos Involved
Havers-Strong didn't

just get a chemical manu-
facturing plant; he got the
city to build him a private
hangar for an airplane. 

He didn't need the
hanger to do anything re-
lated to chemical manu-
facturing. 

Byron Warta, who
served with both the EDC
and the Aviation Advisory
Commission, had insight
into the event.

“I recall in one of the
conferences I sat in he
was very insistent in the
hangar being put in the
location,” Warta said. “No
one really questioned it.
We knew they had an air-
plane, whether it was one
owned or leased, I never
knew. I'm pretty sure that
they had a plane.”

Waltner and Westfall
agreed that Havers-
Strong insisted on the
hangar. 

“He just wanted it be-

cause he wanted to fly in,”
Waltner said. “I think
there are some egos in-
volved in things like
that.”

Warta said that the cost
of the hangar was going
to be covered in their
overall lease agreement
and that the airport
would also make a bit of
money. 

“We said, 'OK, fine,
they have a plane; we'll be
able to sell fuel,” Warta
said.

Koehn said he remem-
bered the hangar sugges-
tion but didn't think the
city went along with that
idea.

It had. 
The city built a 78-by-

61-square-foot hangar for
ABI Chemicals.

The hangar sits today,
like the plant, with little
use by ABI.

Koehn, Waltner and
Westfall all said in inter-
views that the construc-
tion of the hanger
angered another airport
tenant, AvCon Industries,
because the ABI facility
was built on land AvCon
believed it was promised
first right on if it should
expand.

Who they made a ver-
bal agreement with de-
pends on who you ask, but
the development was
enough for company exec-
utives to meet with the
city and county about the
issue. . AvCon didn't im-
mediately return a re-
quest for comment to
Newton Now.

Eventually, the situa-
tion was smoothed over,
but it and another conver-
sation prompted the city
to get to thinking it
needed more property at
the airport in case it
needed to expand. 

A Future Investment 
The city invested $6.8

million in a facility it
owned, meaning the prop-
erty would not generate
property taxes.

In economic develop-
ment terms, it was invest-
ing $309,000 for each job
ABI promised, assuming
ABI would pay off that in-
vestment in rent over
time, plus expenditures
and investment in the
area.

A cost benefit analysis
conducted by the city’s fi-
nancial adviser, Spring-
sted, showed a $1.5
million net benefit to the
City of Newton over a 10-
year period.

But the city was put-
ting the ABI deal together
for a bigger pay off. 

“It was because of the
upside,” Myers said. “It
was the potential for fu-
ture growth. They have
the potential if things
progress the way they’re
hoping. There are expan-
sion plans. In fact, this
may spin off into other
projects. One of the things
they wanted to see there
would be land for addi-
tional facilities.”

In March of 2015, the
city purchased 160 acres
of property across the
street, west of the airport
for $1.53 million.

“The additional prop-
erty will allow detention
ponds and drainage chan-
nels to be moved off the
airport site,” a press re-
lease from the city stated
at the time. "That will
free up lots on the airport
campus for new industrial
and commercial develop-
ment.”

Waltner and Koehn
both said the purchase
was in part meant for fu-
ture expansion by ABI
and others. 

“It was the result of a
real, felt need to try to
please a client that had
some real potential and
that likely had some spin
offs in the future,” Walt-
ner said. “All of this hap-
pened in an accelerated
time table.”

Waltner said the city
first approached the
county to buy the prop-
erty together with it. 

“The city's interest in
that property was clear,”
he said. “There had been
major development taking
place already. We knew
that there would be more.
That could have been a
great addition,” he added
of ABI. “It was purchased
for at least the potential
of future economic devel-
opment for things that
could happen at the air-
port.”

Waltner said the county
declined to participate in
the deal. The county did
eventually pitch in less
than $300,000 for part of
the purchased property
that would be used to mit-
igate runoff from the air-
port. 

Koehn recalled Havers-
Strong talking about pos-
sible expansion and more
development at the air-
port site. 

“A good portion of that
[property] was for run off
and water flow, but there
would be land to develop.
That's why we did it,”
Koehn said.

Koehn said the property
would also have allowed
AvCon to expand if
needed. 

How did this happen?
To be clear, ABI could

tomorrow announce pro-
duction and a huge con-
tract, catch up, be secure
for the future and the City
of Newton could breathe a
sigh of relief. But so far,
that hasn't happened. Fin-
ger pointing doesn't
change the millions of dol-
lars of public expenditure,
but the discussion of the
process sheds light onto
how the decisions were
made. 

Former County Admin-
istrator John Waltner
said, in hindsight, things
should have been done dif-
ferently, but the situation
happened like a perfect
storm. A number of fac-
tors came together to in-
fluence the city to build
the facility, build the
hangar, buy land for ex-
pansion, and do so in a
way that moved the risk
on to the taxpayer

“There were two things
that figured more than
any, one was the com-
pressed timeline,” he said.
“That was nuts, and we
should have realized
that.”

Waltner, who had in-
volvement with the issue
through his position with
the county and interest in
economic development,
thought the accelerated
timeline forced the financ-
ing options it did and per-
haps overshadowed some
questions that should be
asked. Waltner also said
those involved in economic
development were eager
for a win. 

The Kansas Logistics
Park hadn't been develop-
ing as planned, and publi-
cized failures, such as
large projects with New
Millennium Wind Energy
and Tindal Corp., failed to
bring the hundreds of jobs
originally anticipated. 

Koehn agreed with that
assessment. 

“I don't think they woke
up and thought, 'Let's
screw the folks in New-
ton,'” he said of those in-
volved in the ABI
development process. “It
was the timeline and
'doing whatever we can' to
make it work." 

Koehn said if it would
have been clear how the
financial packages were
structured and the diffi-
culty involved in leasing
out the facility, people
might not have gone along
with it.

Waltner said the other
contributing factor was
the strong supporters the
project had. 

That included Fornaro-
Dean, who Waltner said
people had a lot of confi-
dence in during the time
of the developments.

Fornaro-Dean, for her
part, declined to comment
on the story, saying she
left Harvey County and

was no longer involved
with what is going on. She
directed questions to those
involved with the deal,
such as “Newton's current
city manager.” 

Waltner said the sup-
port of Wichita State's Na-
tional Institute of
Aviation Research (NIAR)
Director John Tomblin,
who he called a brilliant
man, also lent the project
credence.

In exchange for the
work, NIAR had a finan-
cial ownership interest in
ABI's product, as reported
by the Hutchinson News. 

ABI was the first aero-
space company to be se-
lected as part of WSU's
innovation campus, where
it would work with NIAR
researchers to perfect its
product. That testing was
reportedly supposed to be
done in August of 2014,
according the reporting by
the Wichita Business
Journal. 

At the time, ABI had an
office within the NIAR
building at WSU. 

A visit by Newton Now
to the building on campus
led to a confused look from
the receptionist and a
later conversation that
ABI no longer has an of-
fice on the innovation
campus but that testing
on its products continues
with NIAR.

Newton financial staff
and administration also
gave the go-ahead for the
deal.

“It was supported by
people whom we had ex-
treme confidence in,”
Waltner said. “In retro-
spect, if we would have
had the time and maybe a
bit more thought, possibly
we would have done some-
thing differently. Even
seeing things not work
out, I don't see villains in
this at all,” he continued.
“It's hard for people stuck
paying the tab not to see
that. But I don't think
anybody making decisions
in this process did any-
thing for personal gain
that can't be logically ex-
plained or understood.”

Koehn said the entire
incident has influenced
how he views economic de-
velopment and made him
more cautious. 

“Shame on us and me
for not doing our due dili-
gence,” he said. 

Commissioner Glen
Davis, who came into the
Newton Now office shortly
after the original ABI
story was published in
January of 2017, gave a
less diplomatic statement. 

“They said we were
going to be responsible for
it but not to worry be-
cause it, WSU and that
other group were backing
it,” he said. “I think they
were completely misled,
because they had the
backing of WSU.”

The city will continue to
finance the ABI facility for
the next 18 years, in ac-
cordance with the bond
agreement. It will cost the
city about $50,000 a
month to do so. 

No Comment from ABI
Much of this story, the

fate of the plant, and
what's going to happen to
the ABI building would be
cleared up with a conver-
sation with either Havers-
Strong or a representative
of his company. 

In December, when
Newton Now began look-
ing into the situation, it
managed to interview the
plant manager, Andrew
Thurman, at the ABI
building. 

Upon a follow up visit,
he informed the reporter
that he wouldn't be com-
fortable discussing the
plant further and said his
supervisor would be in
touch. With no response,
Newton Now attempted to
contact Havers-Strong by
phone at least half a
dozen times. 

A visit to the ABI office
in early spring yielded no
results, and the reporter
was told Havers-Strong
was out of the office, and
it was hard to tell when
he would be in. A cell
phone belonging to
Havers-Strong was also
contacted but resulted in
no returned call. 

Myers still remains in
communication with
Havers-Strong, and he
says the man continues to
tell him, as they did two
and one-half ago, that
they have pending con-
tracts.

For the sake of New-
ton's taxpayers, hopefully
that optimism is well-
placed and the city's gam-
ble pays off.

ABI
From Page 1

Havers-Strong

Koehn

Myers

Westfall

Waltner

Fornaro-Dean

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABI’s incentive package from the City of Newton included a private 78x61 aircraft hanger. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

OBITUARIES

Thursday, June 8
10 to 11 a.m.—Fake News: A Community Discus-

sion. Grand Central.
10:30 a.m.—Summer Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Wii Bowling. Grand Central.
5:15 p.m.—Tai Chi. Grand Central.
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members

and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2.
6 to 7 p.m.—Community Acupuncture. Peace Con-

nections.
6:30 p.m.—Artificial Intelligence: SCARY. Newton

Public Library.
6:30 p.m.—Newton Toastmaster Meeting. Newton

Recreation Commission.

Friday, June 9
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.—Kids Fishing Derby. Harvey

County East Lake.
9:30 a.m.—Summer Toddler Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
10:30 a.m.—Summer Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library. 
2 p.m.—Better Builder Bird Feeders. Newton Public

Library.
3:30 to 5:30 p.m.—Teen Screen: “Spare Parts.” New-

ton Public Library.
6 p.m.—Friday Night Games. Grand Central.
6 p.m.—American Legion Club Special (Tostados).

Members and guests welcome. American Legion Post
2.

Saturday, June 10
8 a.m. to noon—Harvey County Farmers Market.

Parking lot between 6th and Main.
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.—Trails of Our Ancestors Ge-

nealogy Conference. Grace Community Church.
2 p.m.—Harvey County Ducks Unlimited Golf Tour-

nament. Hesston Golf Course.

Sunday, June 11
1 p.m.—American Legion Riders State Wide Legacy

Run.
3 to 4 p.m.—Explore Kansas Author Talk and Book

Signing: “Kansas Guidebook for Explorers 2.” Kauff-
man Museum.

Monday, June 12
All Day—Grand Central Billiards. Four competition

quality tables available for use Monday through Fri-
day at Grand Central.

10 a.m.—Blood Pressure Check. Grand Central.
11:45 a.m.—Friendship Meals. Call (316) 283-2222

for reservation. Monday through Friday at Grand
Central.

1:30 p.m.—Golden Notes. Call at (316) 283-2222 to
schedule a performance. Grand Central.

4 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Newton Public
Library.

6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members
and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2.

7 p.m.—Beginners Square Dance Class. Grand Cen-
tral.

7 p.m.—Summer Preschool Story Time. Newton
Public Library.

7 p.m.—USD 373 BOE Meeting. McKinley Adminis-
trative Center.

Tuesday, June 13
10:30 a.m.—Bingo. Grand Central.
10:30 a.m.—Garden Club. Newton Public Library. 
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert.

Newton Rec. Center.
1 p.m.—Craft Handwork. Grand Central.
2 p.m.—Teens Fight Against Drug Use. Newton

Public Library.
3 to 5:30 p.m.—Harvey County Farmers Market.

Parking lot between 6th and Main.
6:30 p.m.—Papercrafts and Coloring. Newton Public

Library.
7 p.m.—Round Dance. Grand Central.
7 p.m.—American Legion Post 2 Meeting. American

Legion Post 2.
7 to 9 p.m.—City Commission Meeting. City Hall.

Wednesday, June 14
1 p.m.—Cards/Games. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool for Women. Donation of $1

per week. Grand Central.
1:30 p.m.—Stone Lion Puppet Theatre. Newton

Public Library.
3:30 p.m.—Master Builders LEGOs. Newton Public

Library.
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Grill Special (Ham-

burger steak, cream peas and new potatoes). Members
and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2. 

7 to 8:30 p.m.—Nancy Pickard Author Talk. Newton
Public Library.

To submit events for the community calendar,
contact Mike Mendez at mike@harveycoun-
tynow.com.

Harders to celebrate
60th wedding anniversary

Paul and Eldine
Harder will celebrate
their 60th wedding an-
niversary with family
and friends on Sunday,
June 11.

Paul and Eldine were
married on June 9,
1957, at First Mennon-
ite Church in Buhler.
The wedding was offici-
ated by his father, the
Rev. Henry Harder, and
her brother, the Rev.
Delton Franz.

Their children are
Susan (David) Heller
of Lawrence, Dr. Scott
(Laura Schmidt) Harder
of Augusta and Kay
(Brian) Dalke of Newton.

They have eight grand-
children and one great-
grandchild.

Eldine and Paul Harder

Artis Mildred Dean, 90,
died Sunday, June 4,
2017, at Kansas Chris-
tian Home.

She was born Jan. 18,
1927, in Williamsburg,
Ky. She was married to
Charles Smith and later
Ernie Dean, who both
preceded her in death.

Mildred was a member
of the Baptist church,
where she cultivated her
faith in the Lord. She en-
joyed collecting and espe-
cially enjoyed collecting
many different kinds of
dolls. She could be found
listening to music and
had a love of gospel music
and Elvis Presley tunes.
Every evening at 6:30,
Mildred could be found

enjoying her
beloved
“Wheel of
Fortune” TV
show. She
also enjoyed
other TV
games shows,
including
“Deal or No
Deal.” Family
was important to Mil-
dred, and she looked for-
ward to spending time
with her loving family
and many friends. 

She is survived by her
daughters, Donna Wallin
and Debbie Smith, both of
Newton, and Josie
Laramore-Holm of
Peabody. She has one sis-
ter in Kentucky, Dorothy

Bailey. She
also is sur-
vived by sev-
eral
grandchildren,
including
Jerry Smith
Jr., Charlotte
Smith, Shawn
Smith, Jessie
Smith, Rachel

Smith, Josh O’Neal, Tana
Richardson, Brice
Laramore, Jarrod
Laramore, Bryon Smith,
Jason Smith, Shallom
Vancuren, Brenda Smith,
Justin Smith and Tem-
perance Scott.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, two
husbands and sons,
James Smith, Jerry

Smith, Kenneth Smith,
John Smith, Robert
Smith and Richard Mur-
ray, and two grandchil-
dren, Justin Smith and
Debra Jo Wallin.

Graveside committal
service will be at 2 p.m.
Friday, June 9, at Green-
wood Cemetery in New-
ton, with Pastor Jim
Pohlman presiding. Visi-
tation will be from 5 to 9
p.m. Thursday at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home,
with the family receiving
friends from 6:30 to 8
p.m.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Kansas Chris-
tian Home Fellowship of
John in care of Petersen
Funeral Home in Newton.

ARTIS MILDRED DEAN

Hiram Marc Young, 47,
died Tuesday, May 30,
2017, at his home in
McPherson.

He was born on Nov.
28, 1969, in Newton, the
son of Hiram Milton and
Charmaine Zerger Young.
Marc attended schools in
McPherson.

Marc worked for As-
plundh Tree Service for
several years until an au-
tomobile accident left him
disabled.

He married Cynthia
Lyn Schmidt on Nov. 18,

1989, in Hutchinson,
after which they had
three children. He later
married Amy Renee
Clark on Nov. 20, 2004.
They had two children.

Marc loved spending
time with his family, as
well as fishing, playing
golf, reading and study-
ing nature and trees. He
always enjoyed a good de-
bate and following his-
tory.

Survivors include two
sons, Hiram Montana
“Tanner” Young and his

wife Darcie of Canton and
Duane Dakota “Cody”
Young of McPherson;
three daughters, Chelsea
Lynn Holm of McPherson,
and Tessa Renee and
Kaylee DeAnn Young,
both of Benton; his father,
Hiram Young of Salina,
Okla.; mother, Char-
maine Zerger of
Moundridge; two broth-
ers, Philip Joseph Young
of Stafford and Jacob
Dean Schrag of
Moundridge; two sisters,
April Schrag of Newton

and Summer Moore of
Moundridge; along with
two grandchildren,
Bradon Carl Holm and
Berkley Lyn Holm of
McPherson.

Marc was preceded in
death by his paternal
grandparents, Hiram
Max Young, Dorothy Mc-
Clain Young; and mater-
nal grandparents, Anton
and Bonnie D. Schroeder.

Private family services
will be at a later date, as
cremation has taken
place.

HIRAM MARC YOUNG

June 5
Criminal calls:
Domestic Disturbance,

800 Blk N Walnut St
Criminal Trespass,

100 Blk SW Fifth St
Arrests:
Cody Goodall, 24,

Newton, driving with in-
valid license, 500 Blk N
Main St

Donald Ward, 56,
Newton, driving with in-
valid license, 300 Blk N
Muse St

Mary Kay McFarlane,
58, interference with law
enforcement officer, 900
Blk W Fifth St

Davis Smith, 23, El
Dorado, warrant, 10800
Blk E First St, Newton

James Hilmer, 47,
Newton, warrant, 100
Blk Eastgate Ln

June 4
Criminal calls:
Information request,

1000 Blk S Kansas Ave
Arrests:
Aliyah Dellinger, 19,

Newton, domestic bat-
tery, 1500 Blk Old Main
St

June 3
Criminal calls:
Assault/ Battery 300

Blk Allison St
Domestic Disturbance,

400 Blk N Ash St
Arrests:
Traci Lettau, 44, New-

ton, warrant, 800 Blk N
Maintained

Marcus Herrman, 24,
Newton, possession of

marijuana, 100 Blk
Manchester

Merissa Serrano, 28,
Newton, theft, 1300 Blk
Washington Rd

Trenton Tuttle, 18,
Newton, distribution of
narcotics, 400 Blk W
Fourth St 

Jamel Wagoner, 19,
Wichita, disorderly con-
duct, 100 Blk E Seventh
St

June 2
Criminal calls:
Criminal offenses, 100

Blk Hemlock
Drug violation, I-135

in Newton
Assault/Battery, 700

Blk Wheatridge Dr
Arrests:
Robert Hector IV, 25,

Newton, driving with in-
valid license, no seat-
bealt, 300 Blk W First St

Lynzie Galyeon, 25,
Newton, warrant, 700
Blk W Twelfth St

Anthony Sandoval, 27,
Newton, DUI,  500 Blk S
Pine St

Jason Corwin, 42,
Newton, aggravated as-
sault, 200 Blk N Main 

June 1
Criminal calls:
Forgery, 200 Blk

Meadowbrook Dr
Domestic disturbance,

300 Blk S Main St
Arrests: 
Shawn Connor, 32,

Newton, theft, 800 Blk
Grandview

Philip Heathcock, 48,

McPherson, possession
of narcotics, 400 Blk W
Fifth St

Billy Younts, 36, New-
ton, domestic battery,
500 Blk W Sixth St

William Woods, 32,
Hutchinson, driving
while suspended, 100
Blk N Elm

Ryan Terrill, 32, New-
ton, driving while sus-
pended, 100 Blk S Plum

Steven Schultz, 30,
Newton, possession of
narcotic, 300 Blk W
Sixth St

Kelsey Hanna, 22,
driving with invalid li-
cense, speeding, 500 Blk
S Kansas

May 31
Arrests:
Richard Beatty, 30,

Newton, violate protec-
tion order, 100 Blk E
Seventh

Robert Smitley, 29,
Hesston, interference
with law enforcement of-
ficer, driving while sus-
pended, 2800 Blk S
Kansas Ave

Johnathon Hunsucker,
36, Wichita, DUI, 100
Blk E Seventh

Elizabeth Wilson, 26,
Newton, disorderly con-
duct, 400 Blk E Eleventh

May 30
Criminal calls:
Larceny 1400 Blk S

Kansas Ave
Criminal Damage

1500 Blk N Main St
Arrests:

Justin George, 32,
Newton, possession of
marijuana, possession of
paraphernalia, 100 Blk S
High St

Serafin Vela, 54,
Pueblo, Colorado, war-
rant, 100 Blk E Seventh
St

James Corp, 26, New-
ton, driving while sus-
pended, 100 Blk S High
St

Richard Beatty, 30,
Newton, domestic bat-
tery, 400 Blk E Eleventh
St

May 29
Criminal calls:
Motor Vehicle Theft,

500 Blk W Fourth St
Driving While Sus-

pended I-135 Highway
Newton

Larceny 1200 Blk N
Main St

Larceny 100 Blk SE
Fifth St

Criminal Damager,
300 blk W tenth st

Arrests: 
Brandon Mills, 33,

Newton, aggravated as-
sault, 700 Blk W Twelfth
St

Joshua McGee, 25,
Newton, notice of ad-
dress change, 1800 Blk
E First

Kyle Malek, 21, New-
ton, two counts of bur-
glary, 500 Blk N Ash

Brian Triplett, 45, Wi-
chita, warrant, 1400 Blk
E Broadway

Legislature overrides Brownback

The Kansas Legislature has ap-
proved a tax bill that effectively
repeals swaths of the Brownback
tax cuts from 2012 and 2013. 

The House voted 88 to 31 to ap-
prove a tax bill that increases in-
come tax brackets, returns
limited liability corporations to
the tax rolls and re-establishes a
number of tax deductions to the
tax code.

The law is expected to generate
$1.2 billion in additional revenue
for the State of Kansas in the
next two years.

“This plan has things that are
important to us,” said an elated
Newton State Representative
Tim Hodge. “I ran on returning
the childcare tax credit. I've been
irritated about that for years. We
held out to get the deductions for
people back home. We got the

property tax deduction.”
The law establishes three tax

brackets, with the lowest bracket
paying 3.1 percent of income in
taxes per year, those of the mid-
dle bracket paying 5.25 percent of
their income in taxes and those in
the top bracket paying 5.7 per-
cent. 

That represents an in increase
in taxes from the previous plan
that had two tiers, with single
people making under $15,000
paying 2.7 percent of their in-
come in taxes and those making
more paying 4.6 percent. 

The house
vote represents
a veto-proof
majority follow-
ing Governor
Sam Brown-
back's promise
to veto the pro-
posed bill. The
Kansas Senate
also voted with
a veto-proof

majority on the plan earlier in
the week. Local Senator Carolyn
McGinn voted in favor of the tax
plan.

Hodge said returning tax de-
ductions to the bill was important
in convincing him to vote for the
plan. He voted against an earlier
similar plan for the lack of the
deductions.

Hodge added that he hoped the
legislature would complete their
business at the end of the week.
Whether that holds true depends
on the huge number of other leg-
islators in the state.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

HodgeMcGinnBrownback
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FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

The Free Press is
looking to hire a 
reliable youth or

adult to deliver the
newspaper each

Tuesday afternoon
to about 100 homes.

The route is essen-
tially along Lincoln

and Jefferson Streets,
from B St. to 3rd St. 

If interested, call 
620-947-5702 and

ask for Don.Salem Home currently
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash

PH: 620-947-2272

Or obtain an application at:

Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

*FT night shift C.N.A.

*FT day shift C.N.A.

*FT evening shift cook

*PT day shift cook

Western Graphics is looking to fill an 
immediate opening due to retirement.

Applicant needs to be self-motivated, have leadership
qualities, and have computer skills. Duties would re-
quire working both in office and production surround-
ings. Bookkeeping knowledge
would be beneficial.  Full time
position with benefits.   
Apply at 113 N. 1st St, 
Marion, KS, or email resume to:
donnah@westernassociates.com

Centre USD 397
is accepting 

applications for the
following positions: 

• Bus Drivers
• Para

Applications available at dis-
trict office, 785-983-4304 or 
on website, ww.usd397.com

Application deadline: until
position filled. 

EOE

Help Wanted:

WELDER
• 40-50 hour work week

• Competitive Pay 
• Great Benefits Package

Welding School or Production MIG
welding experience required

Must pick up and complete an application at:

Hillsboro Industries
220 Industrial Road, Hillsboro, KS 67063

620.947.3127

Manufacturing 
company is accepting 

applications for 
full-time 

production 
positions. 

Must have good 
attendance and 

work ethic. Benefits. 
Apply at 

GMLS Industries,
1658 US Hwy. 50,

Peabody. 
Ph: 620-983-2136

PARKSIDE HOMES, Inc.
As we continue to grow, we are searching

for honest, caring team members.

Please find our current openings and 
apply online at: www.parksideks.org

Criminal background checks run at the time of job offer. 
Parkside is proud to be a drug-free, EOE workplace.

200 Willow Road, Hillsboro, KS  67063
(620) 947-2301  •  www.parksideks.org

Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Preschool is now hiring for a
part-time teacher/assistant

for the 2017-2018 
school year. 

Must have previous experi-
ence working with young

children. Approximately 12
hours per week, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday

mornings. Call Amy Morten-
son at 258-5970 or Our 

Redeemer Lutheran Church
at 258-3122 for an applica-
tion and more information.

Deadline June 24.

Herington High School is
looking for a high school

Cheer Sponsor
for the 2017-2018

school year. Experience
is preferred.

If interested, apply at
Board of Education office

at 19 N. Broadway. 
Application deadline

June 9.

Marion CO Road & Bridge is 
accepting applications for an

Equipment 
Operator

Employee will work out of the
Marion area. Position is for the
bridge & culvert crew.  CDL &
Drug Testing will be required.

Applications may be picked up at
the Marion CO Road & Bridge
Office, Courthouse through 

June 14, 2017. EOE

Marion CO Road & Bridge is
accepting applications for a

Traffic Sign 
Foreman

Employee will be responsible
for the repair and replacement
of all traffic signs within Marion

County. CDL & Drug Testing
will be required.  

Applications and Job Descrip-
tion may be picked up at the

Marion County Road & Bridge
Office, Courthouse through

June 14, 2017.
EOE

Come and Join our
Team!

Dietary Position
Available

Cook/Aide
Evening Shift

Contact:  Shawna Pierce,
Dietary Manager at

620-382-2177
Apply online:  

www.slhmarion.org

St. Luke Hospital and 
Living Center

535 S. Freeborn
Marion, KS  66861

Tech wanted

Please apply in person or
send your resume to: 

Midway Motors 
Hillsboro, 

Attention Eldon Kaiser,
614 N. Ash, 

Hillsboro KS 67063

For a busy automotive
dealership and full 

service center.
Full time position

Health & Dental insurance, 
401K, Vacation

1 Employment
Truck Drivers needed for custom harvest-
ing. CDL required. Will help right person
get CDL. 316-284-1663. Russ in Canton,
KS. 21-tfn

Ministry Opportunity! On site staff needed
at Main Street Ministries, Inc. Hillsboro.
Immediate openings. See our website main-
streetministries.net or Karen Sites 620-
947-3393. 23-1tc

2 Announcements

Community Info
Donate your gently used books to the
Friends of the Newton Public Library. 720
Oak St., Newton. 23-2tc
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Garage Sale
ESTATE SALE  308 N. 8th Street, Herington.
Fri, Sat, June 9 & 10 8-5pm. Furniture,
dishes, craft items, etc. 23-1tp

North Newton, 308 Witmarsum West, 3 to
7 p.m. Friday, June 9, and 8 am. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, June 10. Patio furniture, new
Pfaltzgraff dinnerware, misc. Cash only.23-
1tp

Garage Sale! Thursday, June 8 and Friday,
June 9, 4-8 p.m.  374 Willow Lane, Hering-
ton. Utech/Granzow Families. Lots of misc.!
23-1tp

Garage Sale. Saturday, 06.03.17, 8:30am -
1:00pm, 3222 Mourning Dove Lane, Newton,
KS, Household Goods, Tools, Boating,
Fishing. 23-1tp

3 For Sale

Farm
100 wire tied square prairie hay bales. 20

1,000 lb round bales-Average Prairie Hay.

510 Massie Harris Combine with 20ft head-

ers. 23-2tp

Vehicle

USD 487 Herington is 
accepting bids for a 1994

Dodge Ram 250 van.
It has 149,008 miles and an

unfinished interior. The
motor is sound and runs

OK. It has a rear wheelchair
lift which is still functional.
Tires are in fair condition.
Please contact the District

Office, at 785-258-2263 for
questions or to schedule a

time to inspect the van.

Please submit your sealed
bid to the District Office 

located at 19 N. Broadway
no later 11:00 a.m. on

Thursday, June 8. 

4 Local Services

Handy Man Raul Ortiz. Gutter Cleaning,

House Painting, Lawn Maintenance and

Trimming. Nutraceutical and Natural Reme-

dies Advice. 785-512-9130.

Looking for Honey Bee swarms in trees

and buildings. Call 316-836-8219. 17-8tp

5 For Rent

Homes/Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn 

Nice 2BR Patio Home 316-284-4202. 23-
2tc

House for rent! 2 bed, Central Heat & Air
with appliances in Marion. 620-245-1648.
23-2tp

2 Bedroom Senior
Apartment

Call 620-947-2272

• Must be 55 years old 
or older

* NO Maintenance fees
* Utilities Included

6 Real Estate
For Sale:  11 acres with recently remodeled
house and nice out buildings 13 miles
north of Newton off all weather road.  Call
for more info 620-367-8151. 23-3tp

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

Lost and Found
Lost 500 lb Steer near 150th & Falcon.
Has a Rocking M brand. Call 620-367-2351.
23-1tfree

Public Notice

JSMitch Properties DBA Secure Store 50.
Please take notice of the following vehicles
to be sold to satisfy a lien: 2009 Mazda
JM1CR29L390352868; 1964 Ford F-100
F10JG481817; 1987 Porsche CP
WPOABO947HN475230. Vehicles will be
sold at auction June 18th at 1 pm, location
101 West Hwy 50. Secure Store 50. 23-1tc

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN) and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)have purchased some of the following classifieds.
Determining the value of the service or product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some
advertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and other materials designed to help
their clients establish mail order selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstances should you send money in
advance or give the client your checking account, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee
loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair company does business only over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All funds are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Financial
Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS or
State in back taxes?  Our firm works to re-
duce the tax bill or zero it out completely
FAST. Call now 866-758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call
785 655 9430 or go online to
Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, availability
& Freight estimates.

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions accepted.
Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or Asbestos
Lung Cancer? If so, you and your family
may be entitled to a substantial financial
award. We can help you get cash quick!
Call 24/7: 855-510-4274

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA
approved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying
your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan Modifi-
cation? Is the bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner's Relief Line now for
Help!  855-401-4513

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE &
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill-
Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

Updating your bathroom does not have to
be expensive or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call 855-324-
2317 today for a free in home consulta-
tion.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-1682 (Mon-
Fri 8am-9pm CT)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Internet.
High-Speed.  Available Anywhere!  Speeds
to 25 mbps. Starting at $49.99/mo. Call for
Limited Time Price!  877-578-8005 (Mon-
Fri 8am-8pm CT)

SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT!
FREE QUOTES from top providers.  Ex-
cellent coverage.  Call for a no obligation
quote to see how much you can save!
855-587-1299

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL & IN)
(MCN)

A childless married couple seeks to adopt.
Will be hands-on mom & devoted dad. Fi-
nancial security. Expenses paid. Call Holly
& Tiger. 1-800-790-5260 (ask for Adam).
(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-
0205 (MCN)

BUSINESS SERVICES
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed.
No contract or commitment. We buy your
existing contract up to $500! 1-800-919-
3588 (MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-
800-712-9365 (MCN)

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming. FREE Install (up
to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-800-
390-3140 (MCN)

Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV. Bundle &
Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS Genie HD-
DVR. $50/month for 2 Years (with AT&T
Wireless.) Call for Other Great Offers! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card when
you sign up today - Limited time Only.
CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Stop paying too much for cable, and get
DISH today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn
more about our special offers! (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED!! Make $1000 A Week Mail-
ing Brochures From Home! No Experience
Required. Helping home workers since
2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start Immedi-
ately! www.WorkingOpp.com (MCN)

CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.

Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and benefits.

Matching 401k. Bonus’s and tax free money.

Experience needed. Call Scott 507-437-

9905. Apply on-line WWW.MCFGTL.COM

(MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!

Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant

work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!

www.homebucks.us$$$$$$ $1,000’s WEEK-

LY! Processing Mail! Free Information.

Send SASE: Lists/IA Box 396, Springhouse,

PA 19477-0396 (MCN)

FINANCIAL

Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop

wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled

tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax

debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you

down? We can help reduce payments and

get finances under control, call: 866-871-

1626 (MCN)

Reduce your total credit card payments

by up to 30% to 50%! Call Consolidated

Credit NOW! 844-764-1891 (MCN)

Buying a home and need a mortgage?Or,

have a home and want to lower your

monthly fees and refinance? Getting a

mortgage is quicker and easier than ever.

Call now! 855-715-4721 (MCN)

FOR SALE

Trailer Sale! 2017 6X12 V-nose ramp door

$2,775.00: Scissor lift trailers, Dump Trail-

ers; Skidloader trailers, Fuel tank trailers;

4-place snowmobile trailer,

Cargo's;ST205/75D15 on mod wheel $65.00;

Trailer Parts & Repairs. 515-972-4554

www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?

Medicare recipients may qualify to receive

a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.

Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks

to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen

One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!

FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 1-800-263-4059 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-
800-795-9687 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 855-995-5653 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. Call
NOW!! 877-291-4724 (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00!Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. Call today 1-888-403-
7751 (MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
(MCN)

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or Asbestos
Lung Cancer? If so, you and your family
may be entitled to a substantial financial
award. We can help you get cash quick!
Call 24/7: 866-924-0504 (MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

Save money with solar! Custom Designed
Systems, Free Maintenance, Free Quote
& Design. No Out of Pocket Costs. Call
now! 866-944-4754 (MCN)

Water Damage in your Home? Call now
for a free, fast quote. Insurance approved.
Help restore your piece of mind! 866-865-
1875 (MCN)

Leaky Faucet? Broken toilet?Call NOW

and get the best deals with your local

plumbers. No hassle appointment setup.

Call NOW! 866-865-1875 (MCN)

Got Mold- or think you might have it?

Mold can be hazardous to you and your

family's health! Get rid of it now! Call our

experts and get a quote today! 855-398-

7133(MCN)

SAVE THOUSANDS ON SURPRISE COST-

LY HOME REPAIRS!! With Nations Home

Warranty we pay 100% of covered Home

repairs! CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE TO-

DAY!! 888-925-8106 (MCN)

Get the perfect yard without lifting a finger!

Everything you need from lawn care, soil

analysis, weed control, pest control, and

more! Call Now 855-675-5704 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest

senior living referral service. Contact our

trusted, local experts today! Our service

is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-442-

5148 (MCN)

Lower that Cell Phone Bill. Get 2 lines of

unlimited data for $100/mo. with AutoPay-

-taxes & fees included. Video Streaming &

Mobile Hotspot included. Limited offer/Re-

strictions Apply. Call Today and Save. 855-

549-9399 (MCN)

Paying too much for car insurance?Not

sure? Want better coverage? Call now for

a free quote and learn more today! 855-

417-7382 (MCN)

Moving out of state? Best Interstate Moving

and Storage offers a FREE Quote and A

Price Plus Promise. Call 855-428-6241 Now!

(MCN)

PERSONALS

MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid op-

erators, just real people like you. Browse

greetings, exchange messages and connect

live. Try it free. Call now: 800-357-4970

(MCN)

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!
Your classified ad will appear in all of these papers - Hillsboro Free Press, 

Newton Now and The Herington Times...reaching every Marion County 
household as well as Newton Now and Herington Times subscribers.

Call 620-947-5702 or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Line ads: 
$7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 

(minimum of 1x2 
at $25.50)
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SPORTS
Railer Volleyball earns 5A Program of the Year

It is a rare occurrence
to be able to say a team is
unfortunate enough to
earn a No. 1 seed in the
state tournament. But
that is the situation the
Newton High School vol-
leyball team found itself
in, in late October of
2016. With the No. 1
seed, Newton earned the
right to swim in the same
pool with giants Shawnee
Heights and St. James
Academy, leading to a 1-2
record and an early exit
from the tournament. 

But while the Railers
fell short of the champi-
onship dream, the re-
markable season didn’t
go unnoticed by the
coaches in Kansas, as
Newton was awarded by
the Kansas Volleyball
Coaches Association as
the 5A Program of the
Year. While the wins and
losses as a team were
great, head coach Jamie
Dibbens said the ac-
knowledgement as a pro-
gram was something
entirely different.

“I wasn’t expecting
that,” Dibbens said. “And
then right before the all-
star game, they sent
something, and I was
like, ‘Oh my gosh, that is
pretty exciting.’ Program
to me is everything. It is
not just how we play. It’s
being good every year.
The wins are important
to it, but it’s having great
players, having great
players in the classroom,
having parents that help
support us. So program to
me is everything. Not
just the team.”

It seems like Dibbens’
Railer teams might all be
cursed sometimes. After
being thrown in a shark
tank at state volleyball,
the Railer basketball
team had a brutal draw
in Topeka as well, having
to go up against Leaven-
worth yet again. It is a
frustrating reality that

has led to some great
teams having to leave
the states’ premier tour-
naments unceremoni-
ously. But Dibbens said it
was as nice to be recog-
nized as an elite team as
it was a surprise, consid-
ering the performance at
state.

After hearing the
news, Dibbens broke the
news to the girls in their
own language. She sent
them a text. The girls’ re-
action to the award was
even newer-school.

“They just send back
emojis,” Dibbens said.
“They just send back
smiley faces or sunglass
faces. But the recognition
for them does mean
something.”

Heading into the sum-
mer, Dibbens is hoping
the award will provide
some much needed mo-
mentum after losing
seven players from a
wildly successful season
last year. As is expected
after losing such a mean-
ingful senior class, the
beginning of the summer
has had its growing
pains. But that is what
the summer is for. And
with the honor of enter-
ing the fall with the
tough AVCTL Preseason
Tournament as the 5A
program of the year, the
girls know the bar is
high and there will be a
lot expected. It has pro-
vided a reason to focus
on getting better, though
the start of the season is
months away.

“We have that excite-
ment right now, because
we just got that award,”
Dibbens said. “So we can
carry that into these
practices. We can talk
about not letting a ball
hit the floor and this pro-
gram doesn’t ever let the
ball hit the floor without
somebody there. We can
talk about what it means
to our program and
translate it into our prac-
tices.”

The early practices
have been demanding.
But there is a weighed

reality of expectation
that comes with Railer
volleyball. But the team
will have an entirely dif-
ferent team chemistry in
the fall. The summer is a
time for hard work, but
building that chemistry
is also important if the
girls want another
league championship and
a shot at the state tour-
nament in Topeka.

“We start off the sea-
son going full speed, and
so that is why we do a lot
in the offseason,”
Dibbens said. “And it is a
lot of team bonding. I
mean, this stuff is fun in
here. When they leave,
they might leave tired.
But I hope they still
leave going, ‘Man, volley-
ball was fun today.’”

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
From left to right, Newton volleyball players Kailey Harris, Kara Peaney, Taylor Antonowich and Maggie Remsberg celebrate a point against even-
tual state champion Shawnee Heights at the 2016 5A state Tournament in Topeka. 

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Caroline Barger goes up to hit the ball while DesiRay Kernal tries to block it during a practice on June 6 in
Newton. 

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton senior Cailen Valdez dribbles the ball during a practice on June 1 in Newton. 

Gym rats: The work for March
basketball begins now for the Railers

Head basketball coach Andy
Hill tosses up a shot that be-
gins a drill. But the shot barely
gets hits the floor before he
stops the drill and lines every-
one up for an up and back
sprint. The job of the players
who are subbed out at the mo-
ment is to yell “shot” as the ball
goes up. They did not yell.

It is June 1, and the season
is seven months away. But that
doesn’t matter. In the first
workouts of the summer, there

is importance in the details the
Railers will need if they want
to make it to the state tourna-
ment.

“We spent about the last 30
or 40 minutes in my classroom
just talking about our core val-
ues and kind of the way that
we are going to operate as a
member of the Newton athletic
community and as a member of
Newton basketball and the
things we are going to hold
dear,” Hill said. “That falls
right into it, is just being fo-
cused and locked in. It is about
developing good habits. If you
develop good habits now, then
they will hopefully carry over

when it counts.”
Last season brought a lot of

unknown. Hill was in his first
year as a head coach at the
school and spent a lot of time in
the summer just trying to learn
names. The players didn’t ex-
actly know what to expect out
of their new coach and had to
adapt to a different way of ap-
proaching the game. There
were new expectations and new
schemes to learn in order to
reach those expectations. 

The learning was slow in
terms of results on the court.
There was an 0-6 start to the
season, with the Railers having
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Newton wrestlers
catch an Olympic
tiger by the tail

When Logan Treaster describes seeing a tiger up close it is to
say it is an awe-inspiring, majestic creature, and you are
thankful you have a wall of reinforced glass between you. At
the Newman University wrestling camp, Treaster and his
brother, Grant, along with Wyatt Hendrickson, jumped right
into the cage with a monster in Olympian Jessie Thielke run-
ning the camp and training the wrestlers.

“It is not like you sit there and listen like a classroom,” Hen-
drickson said. “He is fun. He will say funny stuff and do funny
things. He will wrestle with you a little bit and push you
around. It is fun. You are wrestling, and he is over there having
fun. We even played a game; it was Bulgarian basketball. It is
like basketball, but you don’t dribble. It is on wrestling mats.
You can tackle and do whatever you want.”

Thielke was one of four Americans to represent Team USA in
Greco-Roman wrestling at the Rio Olympics in 2016. He is an
athlete competing at the peak level of his sport. Having that
kind of instruction from someone who has seen the absolute
best competition in existence on the biggest stage in the world
is not only a fantasy opportunity that doesn’t come around
every day but an opportunity to get better from someone who
knows what to do.

“He has a level of technique that is just so refined, and the
way he is able to teach us, he just has more experience,” Logan
said. “So just learning from someone who has been at a higher
level, it just makes you better. You know that the stuff he is
teaching us, especially when it comes to Greco, since that is his
specialty, you know he is not going to teach us anything that
isn’t going to be useful, that you can’t use against the best guys
in the world.”

All three of the Newton wrestlers have a lot of reason to want
to get better this summer. For Logan, there will be a trip to An-
napolis, Md., where he will start his loaded college career not
only taking on the Naval Academy education, but wrestling for
the Midshipmen. Grant had a successful freshman season,
making it all the way to a third place finish at the 5A state
tournament in Park City. He is searching for the improvement
he will need to make it all the way through the front side of the
bracket and into the championship match.

Hendrickson had one of the most impressive improvements
in the state last year, exploding as a sophomore. He beat a pa-
rade of the best 182-pounders in the state all season long. He
beat everyone except for Clay Lautt, one of the best pound-for-
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pound wrestlers in the
state. Lautt happened to
fall in both Hendrickson’s
weight class and school
classification and beat
him in the state champi-
onship.

“Oh, well,” Hendrickson
said. “Clay Lautt just hap-
pened to fall right there.
He was at 170 too. If he
would have stayed there,
that would have made my
high school season. But
oh, well. Everyone knows
that I have improved a
lot. So they are like, ‘OK,
we need to train hard so
we can beat that guy.’”

On his mission to get
into the state champi-
onship match in the win-
ter, Grant is having a
good summer. He is at his
weight, 106, and is still
able to eat comfortably.
Adding the skills Thielke
is showing him is making
him more comfortable on
the mat. Having someone
who can show the differ-
ences needed to go from
high school to college, and
from college to the
Olympics, is proving to be
valuable, and Grant can
tell a difference in his
ability already. 

“It is fun,” Grant said.
“It is intense, high level
stuff that he shows us. It
is definitely making me
better.”

In the high school sea-
son, the wrestlers will be
competing in Folkstyle
wrestling. But training
and wrestling across disci-
plines in the summer like
they are learning from
Thielke in Greco-Roman
has a ton of benefits. It is
another way to get the
best competition in the
country at the nationals
in Fargo, N.D. And it is a
way to arm themselves
with more tools they can
use if an opponent isn’t
letting them shoot for
legs.

“Freestyle really helps
you focus in on the tech-
nique on your feet because
you are on your feet,”
Logan said. “Out of six
minutes, probably five of
those minutes are spent
on your feet in a match.
Greco helps you with your
upper body. You learn po-
sitioning and how to
throw. You learn how to
keep people from throw-
ing you. And it helps you
when you get back into
Folkstyle.”

After spending time
training with an
Olympian, the work paid
off at the Southern Plains
Regional Freestyle and
Greco-Roman tournament
in Dodge City. In a tour-
nament with over 600
wrestlers from Kansas,
Oklahoma, Colorado,
Texas, New Mexico, Mis-
souri and Arkansas, the

three Newton wrestlers
came home with six
medals, including four
gold medals. 

Logan used his knowl-
edge of Greco to win the
tournament at 126
pounds and earned an
Outstanding Wrestler

Award in the tournament.
Grant and Hendrickson
both won their brackets in
the Greco tournament as
well, taking down some
heavy hitters in the
process. 

Logan won the
Freestyle Tournament as

well, while Grant took
second and Hendrickson
took third.
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 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
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 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton wrestler Grant Treaster wrestles Brandon Madden from Blue Valley Southwest in the 5A state third-place match on Feb. 25 at Hartman
Arena in Park City. 

WRESTLING
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Olympic wrestler Jesse Thielke coaches a group of Kansas wrestlers at a camp on June 2 at Newman Univer-
sity. Thielke was one of four American Greco-Roman wrestlers to make it to the Rio Olympics in 2016. 

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton wrestler Wyatt Hendrickson wrestles Clay Lautt from St. James Academy in the 182-pound state
championship match on Feb. 25 at Hartman Arena in Park City. 
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At 7 a.m. on Saturday,
June 17, runners will be
taking their marks to em-
bark on a 5K race along
Sand Creek. But for
Casie Powell and Jackie
Anderson, the race be-
hind the scenes will al-
ready be two hours in,
with a long way to go. For
Powell and Anderson, the
scramble to make the
Cookie Daze 5K at Ath-
letic Park help generate
money for Safe Hope and
Caring Hands Humane
Society is well worth the
effort.

“Jackie and I are usu-
ally the first two there,”
Powell said. “I think 5 in
the morning last year is
when we started, and of
course, we wake up well
before that. We start set-
ting up tables and put the
signs out and make sure
everything is ready to go,
because the packet pick
up starts at 6 a.m. We
have got to have every-
thing set up and ready to
go. It is a race for us, too.”

The Cookie Daze 5K is
set to enter its seventh
year on June 17 at Ath-
letic Park. It was the
brain child of Powell and
Anderson, with the inau-
gural race happening in
2011. After hearing of dif-
ferent ways to set races
apart, including a race
that involved donuts,
Powell and Anderson
came to the idea of hav-
ing cookies at every water
stop along the way. And
Cookie Daze brings in a
ton of cookies. Caterer
Jan Zellner makes any-
where from 400 to 500
cookies for the event, de-

pending on the registra-
tion.

The cookies are a big
draw, making the event
fun for adults and chil-
dren alike. But the rea-
son for the race is to
make money that will
benefit Safe Hope and the
Caring Hands Humane
Society. The money for
Caring Hands goes to
Tuffy’s Fund, a donation
account set up to help
provide needs the Hu-
mane Society can’t pro-
vide on site, including
veterinary services. Safe
Hope was formerly the
Harvey County Safe
House but is in the
process of expanding the
operation. Safe Hope is
moving locations with the

new building taking on a
renovation. 

“Safe Hope, a lot of the
money goes into the
training of the staff,”
Powell said. “We are hop-
ing that it will start being
used to help renovating
their new building. They
have spread out to be
more than just Harvey
County. And with their
new location and wanting
to move the safe house to
where they are now, there
will be renovations done
inside that building. The
numbers are just ab-
solutely outstanding with
how many people they
help annually, so I think
they absolutely need the
money. The funding is
definitely needed.”

While the race behind
the race begins at 5 a.m.
on the morning of the
race, the work in prepara-
tion begins well before. In
late January or early
February, the committee
gets together to begin
planning the donation
drive. By asking busi-
nesses for donations
starting around March,
they get the operating
costs covered. This allows
around 90 percent of the
money runners pay for
entry into the race to be
given to the charities. 

“That is why you are
there running,” Powell
said. “So it is nice to
know that the money is
actually going to that and
not paying for the medals

and the shirts and all
that kind of stuff. That is
why the donation drive is
so important. And we
don’t want to increase the
cost for the racers, either.
We like to keep it a very
inexpensive race to run.”

The Cookie Daze 5K is
a fun run, but it is timed.
That brings in competi-
tive runners who use the
race as a warm up to
start in on the real train-
ing to happen later in the
day. But the ease of the
course along the path on
Sand Creek and the cook-
ies handed out make it a
perfect race for exercise
beginners looking for a
reachable goal and fami-
lies pushing strollers as
well. Once the race is

over, Powell, Anderson
and the crew start
preparing for the medal
ceremony that is part tro-
phy presentation, part
lottery, part picnic and
part concert. It is a party.

“We hear really good in-
formation from people
that they like the atmos-
phere,” Powell said. “In
the past we have had a
band. Last year we had a
DJ. This year we are
going to have a DJ again.
So it is nice to have the
music going. We have
door prizes, and our door
prize every year is tubs of
cookie dough. So I think
that is the biggest thing
that people like is know-
ing that they could win
cookie dough on top of
getting all the cookies. I
think everybody likes to
hang out after, and we try
to make it fun.”

three percent allocation of
a county-levied one-cent
sales tax. Similar savings
would also pass on to the
City of Newton. 

“That's a significant
drop,” Lang said. “We just
want to operate on a
budget.”

The EDC is charged
with leading economic de-
velopment in the county,
from recruiting new busi-
nesses to retaining exist-
ing businesses. It's the
main player in filling area
industrial parks. 

Lang and EDC Director
Beth Shelton explained a
draft budget, speaking to
the Harvey County Com-
mission on Monday. 

Lang explained changes
in marketing policy, staff
levels and travel policy re-
sulted in the savings with
the EDC budget. 

It will no longer pay
Tuckey Allen, who works
with Kansas Work Force
One, a $40,000 annual
contract to help with Har-
vey County workforce
needs. The county already
has a contract with Work
Force One outside of Allen. 

Lang, after the meeting,
didn't have an answer as

to why the EDC had a sep-
arate, additional contract
with Allen to begin with,
and he and Shelton ex-
plained that they were not
involved with such deci-
sions when they were orig-
inally made.

Lang explained that the
decision not to renew
Allen's contact was a budg-
eting decision. 

The city last year de-
cided to no longer pay
Allen to help with indus-
trial park development. He
made nearly $1 million
during his tenure working
for the city and county and
then just the city on eco-
nomic development, which
included the Kansas Logis-
tics Park. 

Lang also said savings
come from saved travel ex-
penses, such as cutting
back the amount of travel-
ing and conventions repre-
sentatives of the EDC
attend. 

The changes come fol-
lowing a large shakeup
and reorganization of the
EDC after long time execu-
tive director Mickey
Fornaro-Dean resigned
after 18 years with the or-
ganization. 

Lang, as well as Shelton,
say the organization has
shifted toward business re-
tention in the community

and a larger cooperation
with regional economic de-
velopment powers. 

Shelton said that, as of
today, the EDC has had 17
contacts with businesses
either wishing to locate
within Harvey County or
existing businesses wish-
ing to expand. That num-
ber already matches last
year's contracts. 

She explained some of
those increases come from
getting help from the
Greater Wichita Area Part-
nership, a group which the
EDC had not received help
from before the reorgani-
zation. 

All of this comes about
shortly before local cities
as well as the county de-
cide on their budget alloca-
tions for the next year. 

Lang said that the draft
budget, which has to be
approved by the EDC
Board, came as a way to
sync up the EDC budget
with the budgeting times
of its funding partners. 

He noted that, with a
property tax cap hanging
over governing bodies and
constraining their budgets,
the EDC wanted to make
sure it was using its funds
sufficiently.

“With the tax lids you're
tied up with, we thought
our budget is due at the

end of the year; it makes
sense we prepare for you,”
Lang said at the meeting.
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to go into the Christmas
break on a two-point loss
to Buhler. It was a bad
December that saw tough
losses that would have
made any human get dis-
couraged.

But the start to the sea-
son only made Newton
stronger. The Railers
never wavered in their be-
lief they were a good
team. They never lost
faith that the wins would
come and they could play
with anyone. 

The ability to stay with
it, fueled by a tireless
work ethic of a senior
class that led by example,
paid off with a 61-56 win
over Salina Central that
showed the rest of the
state what the Railers al-
ready knew: this team can
beat anyone in the state.
Though they graduated a
big senior class, there was
a big contribution to the
varsity team by some un-
derclassmen. Rolling into
summer with some conti-

nuity in Hill’s second year
has those younger guys
hungry to pick up where
they left off.

“I have 100 percent con-
fidence that we can come
out and start this year
good,” junior Damarius
Peterson said, “and just
reflect on last year and
carry the process over to
this year. [Central] being
the No. 4 5A team in the
state, that was huge be-
cause that gave us so
much confidence. I think
that we reflected on that
the whole season and that
just helped us so much. I
think we can be up at the
top. I think this year, we
are such a young group, I
think we are good enough
to be No. 1.”

Last season Newton got
a huge contribution from
freshman Ty Berry. Berry

wasn’t only the Railers’
leading scorer, but he was
one of the top scorers in
the state, averaging 21.5
points per game. This
winter as a sophomore, he
will be called upon to take
on an even bigger leader-
ship role after losing the
big senior class from last
year. And he knows show-
ing up to workouts in
June will be important as
he continues to connect
with Hill and the coaching
staff as well as with the
younger players stepping
up to fill out the team.

“It is fun in June, be-
cause we always get to
build our relationships
with our coaches and our
players so our connection
gets stronger through the
summer,” Berry said. “I
am looking forward to
playing with my guys and

winning as many games
as possible and having
fun.”

Cailen Valdez was a
junior last year and was a
major contributor using
his speed on the dribble to
create offense as a guard.
In his senior season, he
figures to be a big factor
with the ball in his hands
again. He and the rest of
the team believe they will
be putting on a show in
Ravenscroft gym this win-
ter. And the big turnout at
the first workouts of the
summer give him encour-
agement, not only in the
interest the players have
in using every opportunity
to get better, but in how
that interest will trans-
late when it matters.

“The work that we put
in in the summer is going
to dictate what we do in
the season,” Valdez said.
“In the summer we are re-
ally working on our indi-
vidual skills and
implementing a new of-
fense right now. I think it
is very important that we
have a lot of people here
working hard.”

Racing for cookies almost here with 5K run
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Runners begin the Cookie Daze 5K last year at Athletic Park.

“I think 5 in
the morning
last year is
when we
started, and
of course, we
wake up well
before that.
We start set-
ting up tables
and putting
signs out...”

Casie Powell

“I have 100 percent confidence
that we can come out and start
this year good.”

Damarius Peterson

GYM
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years.
“The majority of the

time this church has ex-
isted has been at that loca-
tion,” Edwards said.

The time capsule was
made of solid steel.

“This disintegrated into
nothing,” Edwards said
about the capsule.

The papers, which Ed-
wards keeps in the plastic
bag, also contain the
names of their first mem-
bers, and it wasn't until a
couple years later that the
church was founded.

“Second Baptist Church
of Newton, Kansas, was
founded in the spring of
1883 by 26 courageous
souls who migrated to
Newton from Kentucky, in
horse and bull-drawn wag-
ons,” an information sheet
from the church stated.
“The first pastor was Rev.
C.O. Smith, of St. Louis,
Missouri. The first year,
meetings were held with
the First Baptist Church
of Newton.”

In 1884, the church's lo-
cation moved above the
“lodge hall,” which was
where the former Newton
Auto Supply Co.'s location
was downtown.

In marking the church's
134th anniversary, they're
having a celebration on
Sunday, June 25, at the
church, which now is at
1124 W. First St. Celebra-
tions will be during morn-
ing and afternoon services,
at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.

“We felt like we came
into very good fortune
when we acquired this
[building],” Edwards said
about their current loca-
tion.

Initially, the church
wanted to have a new
building constructed in
1993, and this matter was
under the direction of Pas-
tor Leonard F. Gray. They
purchased vacant lots in
1994 in the 100 block of
Glendale for this purpose.

“As various plans were
being studied and dis-
cussed, the commercial
building across the street
from the planned location
became available,” the in-
formation sheet stated,
adding members thought
the building was perfect
for their needs.

The deal closed in mid-
April 2001.

The congregation is com-
prised of a number of
folks.

“On a Sunday morning,
we have 25 people sitting
in the pews is what we av-
erage,” Edwards said,
adding they've had many
more for special occasions.
“I see this church—it
began with very humble
beginnings. People ask
about—aren't you con-
cerned about the future
and the numbers? I say,
'No, it doesn't work that
way. God doesn't work that
way. He's not concerned
about numbers.' Jesus
only had 12 disciples, and
it turned out pretty well.”

Second Baptist Church
is among the oldest
churches/church build-
ings/congregations in New-
ton. 

Others include, but are
not limited to:

• The first congregation
to meet was the Anglo
Catholics, according to
records from the Harvey
County Historical Mu-
seum and Archives in
Newton. Four couples met
in a train car, and the
parish organized in the fall
of 1871. St. Mary's
Catholic parish formed in
the fall of 1871, according
to “Diamond-Centennial
Anniversary 1872-1972
First Presbyterian
Church,” provided by the
Harvey County Historical
Museum and Archives.

• The Presbyterians,
who called themselves the
first protestants, started
meeting July 7, 1872,
which was just a few
months after Newton in-
corporated on Feb. 22,
1872. The First Presbyte-
rian Church formed that
year. 

“The First Presbyterian
Church of Newton is the
oldest protestant church in
Newton and the second
oldest in Harvey County,”
the Presbyterian anniver-
sary book stated. 

It formed after the Rev.
John P. Hanson, who pas-
tored the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Wichita,
gleaned an interest in
Newton, “the wickedest
city in Kansas,” the book
went on to say. He sent a
tall, slender man, whose
name is unknown, to New-
ton for church services.
About 20 people attended

the July 7, 1872, event.
After the service, the
church was formed, and
founding male members
were veterans of the Civil
War who had come to the
Newton area on “soldier
homesteads” even before
Newton formed. They built
their first church in the
second block of West Sixth
Street. 

• The oldest church
building is the one at 1219
N. Logan St. in Newton,
where Pastor Vern Bender
has pastored the People's
Bible Baptist Church. The
structure dates to the late
1800s.

• Mennonite immi-
grants founded First Men-
nonite Church of Newton
in 1878, according to “Har-
vey County History,” ed-
ited by Linda Smurr under
the auspices of Harvey
County Historical Society.
The Prussian immigrants
had their first services at
Golden Plowshare, which
was east of Newton where
three families came to re-
side. Finding this location
inadequate, they moved to
a Baptist church on West
Fifth in Newton and in
1879, they secured land at
East First and Muse with
a $100 deposit.

The church still is there
today.

• First Missionary
Church initiated in 1884
and formerly was in El-
bing.

“With leadership from
the Missionary Church As-
sociation, with headquar-
ters in Fort Wayne,
Indiana, the church was
organized in the Foster
School House, November
16, 1902, with 20 charter
members,” according to in-
formation supplied by the
Harvey County Historical
Museum and Archives.

• First United
Methodist Church had its
beginnings in 1870 when
the Wesleyan movement
started in 1870 when the
Rev. M.J. Haun went to
Sedgwick; he was a “typi-
cal itinerant Methodist
Episcopal circuit rider,”
who was invited in 1871 to
preach at the Golden Rule
Saloon, which is where
Midland Bank in Newton
now stands.

The church's first char-
ter was issued on March
17, 1872. This included
Sedgwick, Newton and a
church, Newton Mission.
In 1872, Newton and
Sedgwick parted ways.
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PHOTOS COURTESY HARVEY COUNTY MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES
Above: First Presbyterian Church used to have a grand structure in the
center of Newton. Below: First Baptist Church years ago. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
The Rev. Floyd Edwards sits in the sanctuary of Second Baptist Church,
1124 W. First St. in Newton, and Edwards has been pastor of there
since 2015. The church is celebrating its 134th anniversary this year. 
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