
Vol. 2: No. 28 Thursday, February 23, 2017 USPS (17818)   $1.25

Mail Label

FRESH PRODUCTS TOO! PRODUCCTS TOO

www.harveycountynow.com   -   Newton, KS

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Glen Spielman of Newton holds some worms he plans to sell as bait. 

Glen Spielman has some fond memo-
ries of going fishing with his dad.
These memories have lasted a lifetime,
since the 79-year-old's father was
killed when Spielman was 14.

“On the weekends, we'd go fishing,”
Spielman said, adding they had a
“lease” on the Cottonwood by
Clements. “My dad and his friends,
we'd go, and I was always the bait ten-
der, more or less. If I could eat it, the
fish would eat it, too.”

In his adult life, Spielman carried
that bait tending into a hobby busi-
ness, as he's been selling bait from his

and his wife, Hazel's, home on East
First Street since 1969. 

There's a white sign in the yard that
says, “Bait for sale,” luring folks in to
purchase the live and not-so-live bait.

Spielman said he's lived in his cur-
rent residence since 1959, and when he
got started selling bait, nobody had
enough of it back then.

In 1969, he planted worms in his
yard, and when he watered the yard,
they'd come out.

However, they didn't always stick
around.

“Once they get crowded, they go to
new territories,” Spielman said.

Now, Spielman gets his worms from
Canada in a box, which he keeps in the

Fishing for a business

SPIELMAN’S BEEN SELLING BAIT SINCE 1969

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See FISHING / 8

In the back room of Charlies, each
legislator framed the bill in their own
style. 

Rep. Don Schroeder gave his talk
with qualifiers, begging the audience
to keep things in per-
spective, warning the
crowd not to expect
huge amounts of
progress from the
change. 

Rep. Tim Hodge,
with his growing repu-
tation for soundbites,
said the change fell
short and that the legislature needed
to take bigger steps—something that
wouldn't happen the year after with
an election looming, saying he under-
stood some people think change takes

time and doesn't hap-
pen overnight. 

“This tax bill we're
living under didn't
happen over night, ei-
ther,” he said. “It hap-
pened in 30 seconds.”

And Sen. Carolyn
McGinn, going last,
brought sheets of
paper to pass among
the group, demonstrat-
ing the points she
made in a lecture
about cuts, revenue in-
creases and the neces-
sity for actual action.

“I've been in Topeka
and watched us stand
around for 12 weeks

and pretend nothing is wrong,” she
said of previous sessions. “We have to
start biting these things off in

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Most people would at least bristle a
little if tons of metal were dropped on
them, but not so with the Career and
Technical Education Department at
Brooks Trade Center in Newton.

In fact, they're happy to get the
metal, since it's not really being
dropped on them, but rather, donated
by local and area businesses.

“All programs benefit from it in
tech ed,” said Shawn Taylor, depart-
ment chair and precision machining
instructor. “Everybody benefits from
the donated materials. We appreciate
[…] local support of the tech ed pro-

grams that are vital to the tax base.
Hopefully, we'll be creating a skilled
work base for companies to think
about coming to or residing into our
area in the future.”

Taylor said, specifically, the mate-
rial is used for certain procedures or
techniques, like torch work or ma-
chining.

“They will also use it for assigned
projects,” Taylor said.

Kuhn Krause in Hutchinson do-
nated 800,000 pounds of scrap plate
material this academic year, which
basically is “two loads on an 18-
wheeler flatbed,” Taylor said.

Also this school year, Millennium
Machine in Newton gave them 20,000

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Milo Jones, left, and Rai Angolo check out something on the practice robot for RaileRobotics.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See METAL / 8

Area businesses look to team up with
tech ed department at high school

WENDY
NUGENT/NEWTON

NOW
Joan Schrock-
Woodward
holds Yagua,
the family's
pet chinchilla.

NORTH NEWTON—Little puffs of
pumice powder poofed out of a plastic con-
tainer on Friday afternoon while Yagua
squirmed around, giving himself a dry
bath, while parts of his gray fur were visi-
ble through the container's opening.

It's one of his favorite activities, as he
gets to roll around in the mostly enclosed
container, and his fur-baby grandmother
of sorts, Joan Schrock-Woodward of North
Newton, said the approximate foot-long
mammal likes to do somersaults in there.

She said he loves his dry bath so much
that when they want to corral him when
he gets loose, they'll put a dust bath near

where he is, and he gets in it.
“He just jumps in and does somer-

saults,” Schrock-Woodward said about the
skittish chinchilla.

She said chinchillas are from higher el-
evations where it's cool and dry.

“They don't like extreme heat, and they
do not like to get wet,” Schrock-Woodward
said. “In fact, it's harmful to them to get
wet.”

She added they have such thick fur, al-
though it's really soft, they can't dry out.

“The cage has been left unlocked, and
he gets out, and we have no idea where he
is,” Schrock-Woodward said, adding they
make sure all the doors to the outside are
shut, hoping they were shut when he es-
caped.  

Family enjoys chinchillin' with unique pet
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See PET / 8
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MIDLAND
NATIONAL BANK

We’re here for you! Stop by one of our 
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Before our next
paper hits the
stands, many of you

will be starting your ob-
servance of Lent.

I grew up in a Protes-
tant tradition that didn’t
observe Lent, but later on,
when I went to Bethel
College, I had several
classmates who practiced
it and encouraged me to
do it with them. 

I decided to abstain
from sweets for the dura-
tion, which was not an
easy task for me, as you
can imagine if you read
this column on a regular
basis. I really appreciated
the focus on self-reflec-
tion; it was a good experi-
ence that I was glad I was
invited to participate in.

After marrying into a
Catholic family, I also no-
ticed that observing meat-
less Fridays can
sometimes mean needing
to get a little creative with
meals, especially if you’re
not a big fan of fish.

But whether you’re ob-
serving Lent, a practicing
vegetarian or just want to
try a yummy recipe that
just happens to be meat-
less, I have a great, easy
recipe for you to try. (It
should also be incredibly

easy to keep gluten free as
well.)

This comes from the
blog “Veganosity,” by
Linda Meyer. You can find
the original at
https://www.veganosity.co
m/veggie-loaded-black-
beans-and-rice/. I changed
a few items but kept the
main idea pretty much the
same.

Veggie Loaded Black
Beans and Rice

Ingredients
1 tablespoon oil (I used

olive)
1 diced pepper (any

color)
15 ounces black beans
1 tablespoon chili pow-

der
2 teaspoons cumin
1 teaspoon paprika
1/4 teaspoon cayenne

pepper (optional)
2 cups water
1 cup dry rice
salt and pepper to taste
3 cups fresh spinach

Directions
Heat the oil in a pan

with a lid over medium
heat. Saute the peppers
until they’re soft. 

While the peppers are
cooking, drain and rinse
the black beans. Place

them in a pot and cover
them with water. Stir in
the chili powder, cumin,
paprika and cayenne pep-
per and bring the mixture
to a boil. Reduce the heat
to simmer and let the

beans cook for about 20
minutes (Keep an eye on
them in case they run out
of water. You don’t want
them to burn.).

When the peppers are
done, dump in the 2 cups

of water and dry rice.
Bring the mixture to a boil
and then reduce heat to
low and put the lid on the
pan. Let the rice cook,
undisturbed, for about 20
minutes.

Once the rice is cooked
to your liking, add the
black beans with a slotted
spoon to avoid adding a
bunch of liquid, add salt
and pepper to taste and
stir.

Add in the spinach and
put the lid back on the
pan for about five minutes
to wilt it slightly.

Stir and serve by itself,
with tortillas or with tor-
tilla chips.

We also added sliced av-
ocado to this when we ate
it, and it was a really nice
addition. And, if you’re not
interested in skipping
meat for a meal, it would
go really well as a side or
topping for a Mexican dish
like tacos.

This is a good recipe to
have around for any time
you need a quick meal,
Lent or not, but it’s also a
nice change of pace if
you’re feeling like you’re
getting in a Friday rut. 

Have a blessed Lenten
season. 

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now and
managing editor of The
Clarion in Andale. She
also is a Bethel College
graduate.

Have you ‘bean’ looking for a good meatless recipe?

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Veggie loaded black beans and rice is a quick meatless meal for any time of the week.

NEWS BRIEFS

Art is Ageless
accepting entries

Newton Presbyterian
Manor issued a call for
entries for the Art is Age-
less juried exhibit to be
March 9 through 24. 

Entries of artistic works
will be accepted from any
area artist who is 65
years or older to exhibit
and/or compete for an op-
portunity to be featured
in the 2018 Art is Ageless
calendar.

Artists may choose to
enter the exhibit only. For
the competition, works
are to have been com-
pleted in the past five
years (since January
2012). There are nine cat-

egories, as well as desig-
nations of amateur or pro-
fessional. Works to be
entered for judging need
to be at Presbyterian
Manor by Friday, March
3.

The Art is Ageless Pro-
gram encourages area
seniors and Presbyterian
Manor residents to ex-
press their creativity
through its annual compe-
tition, as well as art
classes, musical and dra-
matic events, educational
opportunities and current
events discussions
throughout the year.

Local competition win-
ners will join winners
from 16 other Presbyte-
rian Manors of Mid-Amer-

ica communities to be
judged at the system-wide
level.

Entry forms and infor-
mation can be picked up
at Newton Presbyterian
Manor, 1200 E. Seventh,
Newton, or by contacting
Noelle Dickinson at 316-
283-5400
or ndickinson@pmma.org.
Or go online to ArtIsAge-
less.org to view rules,
download an entry form
or enter online.

Harvey County Hawks
meet for final scheduled

watch party of season
Harvey County Hawks

will gather this Monday

evening to watch The
University of Kansas/Ok-
lahoma men's basketball
game at Acapulco (217 W.
Broadway) It is the last of
eight scheduled watch
parties for the Hawks this
season. A $4 voucher to be
applied to any food or
drink order will be pro-
vided for each member.

New psychiatrist joins
Prairie View’s team

Prairie View Inc. hired
Aveekshit Tripathi, MD,
to its Addictions Treat-
ment Center and West
Wichita Clinic.

Tripathi will provide
psychiatric medication
management and treat-

ment for adolescents age
12 and up, adults, and
older adults. 

Tripathi earned his
Bachelor of Medicine and
Bachelor of Surgery
(MBBS) from Government
Medical College, Trivan-
drum, Kerala, India, and
completed his psychiatry
residency at University of
Kansas School of Medi-
cine, Wichita.

—For Newton Now

Lewis pleads no contest
to misuse of public funds

HALSTEAD—Former
Halstead Police Chief
Steve Lewis pled no con-
test to a charge of theft

and a charge of misuse of
public funds. In ex-
change, he will turn in
his law enforcement li-
cense and serve not a day
in jail as long as he pays
$1,255 in restitution to
the City of Halstead. 

County Prosecutor
David Yoder said the
court sentenced Lewis to
two 60-day sentences,
both of which were sus-
pended. The convictions
comes from investigators
finding that Lewis pur-
chased ammunition using
funds from the City of
Halstead and then
turned around and sold
the bullets to private in-
dividuals.

—Newton Now staff



Members of the New-
ton Chorale, about 45
singers in all, represent a
mix of professions, from
a retired surgeon to a
Prairie View employee to
a retired teacher, former
Chorale director and re-
tired director of alumni
relations at Bethel Col-
lege. They all come to-
gether to rehearse and
sing, ranging in ages
from their 30s to their
80s.

This year, according to
a chorale poster, marks
the 40th year the group
has been around, and at
least one member has
been with it since its in-
ception.

“I like to sing,” said
Boots Reber. “I'm not a
professional musician.
I've always sung in vocal
choirs.”

She has reasons why
she likes to be a part of
the Newton Chorale.

“I like it, because we
don't practice all year,”
she said. “We practice for
a few weeks. It's open to
the community, and it's
not restricted, and the
people in the community
who like to sing can join.”

This year, the chorale
marks its 40th season

with a concert “Make a
Joyful Song: Celebrating
the Legacy of Walter
Jost” at 6:30 p.m. Sun-
day, March 5, at Bethel
College Mennonite
Church in North Newton.
The concert is free and
open to the public. A
freewill donation will be
taken.

The choir started in
1976 for a performance of
excerpts from Bach B
Minor Mass at a Bethel
College convocation.

“They performed at a
Bethel convo and have
been performing ever
since,” said director
Renae Schmidt Peters,
who's on her second year
directing.

Reber said Tom

Lehman initially got the
group together during
that bicentennial year.
Walter Jost, who was on
the faculty at Bethel Col-
lege, took over directing
it in 1977, Peters said,
and then Marles Preheim
joined the Bethel faculty,
and he directed the choir
in 1978.

“Then they took turns
every other year direct-
ing the choir,” said Pe-
ters, who also said Paul
Wiens started the group.

When Jost retired from
the college in 1992, he di-
rected the choir until
2002, and then Ron Gar-
ber was director from
2003 until 2014. Peters
started her position in
2015, and the group per-

forms masterworks from
the Renaissance time pe-
riod to contemporary.

“Walter Jost passed
away a year ago, and so
we decided to celebrate
his legacy by performing
pieces that he pro-
grammed during his
tenure,” Peters said.

One of the pieces
they're performing is
“Songs of Faith” by J.
Harold Moyer, which
Moyer composed for his

and Jost's retirement
from Bethel College con-
cert in 1992. Moyer also
passed away about a year
ago.

Another highlight of
the March 5 concert is
Bethel student Matthew
Lind re-orchestrated the
accompaniment for string
quartet, woodwinds and
organ, Peters said.
“Songs of Faith” includes
five different texts by
Brian Wren.

The chorale gives one
concert per year, and
they rehearse two
months before the con-
cert about one time a
week. Donna Stucky is
the accompanist. 

“A lot of funny things
happen because of my
deaf ear,” Stucky said,
chuckling, adding she
tries to get on her good
side when listening to
what's going on.
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Newton Area Chamber

Springtime Leadership
Luncheon with

WSU’s Dr. John William Bardo

Tuesday, March 7
Noon - 1:15 pm

Meridian Center

Lunch Provided

$15 Chamber members
$25 non-Chamber members

Dr. Bardo’s academic interests
involve the relationships between
higher education, the economy,

and quality of life. He speaks 
regularly on issues associated

with the New Economy and
building competitiveness. 

If you are interested in attending this event,
please e-mail the Chamber’s communications

director, Courtney Critchfield at: 
courtney@thenewtonchamber.org 
on or before Tuesday, February 28.

You’ll LOVE the comfort of a clean carpet!

Newton Chorale event to honor Walter Jost in 40th season performance
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Members of the Newton Chorale rehearse Monday night. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
A stained-glass window sets a backdrop for the Newton Chorale rehearsal on Monday night at Bethel College
Mennonite Church. 

Man eludes law enforcement, but not a house

The driver wasn't a Newton resi-
dent; otherwise, he would have
built time in for the train.

The Newton Police Department
arrested LeeAndrew Cummings,
34, of Wichita on a laundry list of
charges after a short chase and a
stolen vehicle being wrecked into a
house Feb. 8.

Newton Police Lt. Scott Powell
said a chase started after a
marked patrol car was passed by a
vehicle on First Street between the
Main Street and Old Main Street
intersections in a no passing zone. 

Powell said the vehicle headed
westbound at a high rate of speed,
only to find a train blocking the in-
tersection at First and Ash Street.

The vehicle then pulled an ille-
gal U-turn and headed east, and
by the time the police vehicle got
turned around, the vehicle disap-
peared from sight, still heading at
a high rate of speed.

The chase was suspended and
the driver of the vehicle would
have gotten away except that the
vehicle left the roadway and ran
into a house in the 800 Blk of East
First. 

The driver of the vehicle left the

scene and fled on foot. Police re-
ceived a report of the accident and
responded. 

They eventually located a man
they believe to be the driver of the
vehicle, LeeAndrew Cummings.

Cummings was charged with
various traffic infringements, pos-
sessing a stolen car, fleeing and
eluding, criminal damage, posses-
sion of marijuana, stolen property,
leaving the scene of an accident as
well as obstruction. 

He was booked into the county
jail on a $50,000 bond. 

Powell said the house received a
broken window from the accident.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

Woman arrested for reporting murder that apparently wasn't

The Newton Police De-
partment arrested a
woman for interference
with law enforcement ac-
tion and filing a false po-
lice report of a felony
crime after she reported a
murder; the police investi-
gated and found no evi-
dence of a crime.

Newton Police Lt. Scott

Powell said police re-
ceived a report from a
woman named Christy
Yates that her boyfriend
had murdered a 14-year-
old person and there was
a body and blood at her
home in Newton.

Yates made the report
through an interpreter, as
she is deaf and mute,
Powell said.

Police then responded,

thinking they would find
a crime scene.

“Officers think it's a
murder scene,” Powell
said. “We roll into it like
it's a murder. We get
there and the guns are
out.”

Powell said police re-
sponded, talked to the
man at the house, who de-
nied the claim and invited
officers in the home to

look around and investi-
gate.

Powell said officers
found no evidence of a
crime. He also did not
have a good idea on the
motive to make the re-
port.

He said communication
with the woman through
the interpreter was diffi-
cult.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

Orin Friesen to give nearby book presentation 
WHITEWATER—At 7

p.m. on Monday, March 6,
radio personality Orin
Friesen will be sharing
stories out of his book,
“Goat Glands to Ranch
Hands – The KFDI Story,”
at the Remington High
School. The book is about

the 90-plus
year his-
tory of the
Wichita
AM radio
station
that most
people
know as

KFDI. Friesen recently
celebrated 50 years in
broadcasting. Though he
is currently a cowboy
singer at the Prairie Rose
Chuckwagon Supper, he
still does a weekly pro-
gram of Bluegrass Music
on KFDI-FM. He is a

member of the Kansas
Music Hall of Fame, the
Kansas Cowboy Hall of
Fame, the Kansas Blue-
grass Hall of Fame, and
American’s Old-Time
Country Music Hall of
Fame.

—For Newton NowFriesen
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Hi. I’m Wilbur Hex!  I am a black shorthair
who would like nothing better than gracing 
your home and spending some quality time

Open 
7 days a week.
M, W, Th, F, Sat 

10am-5pm.
Tue 10am-6:30pm.

Sun. 1-5pm.
Paid for by the: Jim & Barb Stucky Endowment

watching movies,
or sports, or 

game shows, or
maybe reading a 

book. I have 
some special

needs, so 
please help.

H m W
who w

I a!mmI’i. I’H

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

gr
o.S

Hs
d

na
H

acing rg
thairam a black shor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

u  oour ho   ey

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

H
g

nira
C.

w
w

w
-

9380.382.613

y timet

, so needs
some special

e v. I habook
eading a ybe rma

, orswgame sho
, or tsspor

,viesg mo

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

DON’T FORGET TO SIGN UP FOR AN ONLINE ACCOUNT IF YOU ARE A SUBSCRIBER FOR EXCUSIVE CONTENT!



The Great Plains Jazz
Orchestra of Wichita and
the Newton High School
Jazz Ensemble I, under
the direction of Keith
Woolery, will present a
benefit concert for the
Charles Olson Scholar-
ship Fund at 3 p.m. on
Sunday, Feb. 26, in the
Newton High School au-
ditorium. 

The first jazz record
was recorded 199 years
ago on Feb. 26, 1917. The
song was “The Livery
Stable Blues.” It is be-
lieved to be the first mil-
lion-selling record in
history in any genre. The
band that recorded it was
“The Original Dixieland
Jass Band” from New Or-
leans. It was recorded by
“The Victor Talking Ma-
chine Company” in New
York City at its studio at
46 West 38th St. on the
12th floor. Later that
year, they changed the

word Jass to Jazz.
In between the big

bands, the concert will
feature the Dixieland
Band “The Unoriginal
Sand Creek Muskrat
Stompers Dixieland Jass
Band” performing “Liv-
ery Stable Blues” and
other Dixieland favorites.

Featured in this con-
cert with the Great
Plains Jazz Orchestra
will be special guest Bill
Harshbarger, who will be
featured on clarinet on
“St. Ouis Blues” and so-
prano sax on Freddie
Hubbard’s “Little Sun-
flower,” and tenor sax on
the Buddy Rich version
of “Mercy, Mercy.” He
also will play with the
Dixieland group.

Featured with the
Great Plains Jazz orches-
tra will be vocalists Ali-
cia Dale singing “Satin
Doll,” “Girl from Ipen-
ema” and “Orange Col-
ored Sky.” Andy Horner
will sing “Teach Me

Tonight” and “Ain’t That
A Kick In The Head.”

Newton High School
Jazz Ensemble I will
have Donna Woolery
singing Burt Bacharach
songs, “The Look of Love”
and “Walk On By.” Keith
Woolery will sing Sammy
Davis Jr.’s version of
“The Birth of the Blues.” 

Both big bands also
will perform jazz classics.

Concessions of popcorn,
pop and water (donated
by the Walton State
Bank) will be sold by the
NHS Tri-M Club, with
proceeds donated to the
Olson fund. 

The Charles Olson Me-
morial Scholarship Fund
provides scholarships for
Newton High School in-
strumental students to
study privately on their
instruments. The schol-
arship was founded by
Dr.  Erwin and Gertrude
Olson in memory of their
son, Charles, and has
helped hundreds of stu-

dents during the past
four decades. While the
annual Holiday Home
Tour has been the main-
stay of the organization,
the board looks forward
to hosting a spring event
with the goal of providing
music scholarships to
more students.

This concert is made
possible by the generos-
ity of the Great Plains
Jazz Orchestra, the
Olson board, Keith and
Donna Woolery, the Wal-
ton State Bank, and the
Central Kansas Commu-
nity Foundation.

Advance tickets by do-
nation are available at
Prairie Harvest in New-
ton and are $10 for
adults and $3 for stu-
dents. Tickets by dona-
tion at the door the day
of the concert will be
$12.50 for adults and $5
for students. Children 12
and younger are free
with an accompanying
adult.
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Now Open in Newton

> Expert clinical staff
> Oxygen setup and supplies
> Certified Mastectomy Fitters

> Certified Therapeutic Hosiery Fitters
> CPAPs and Supplies
> Insurance and Billing Specialists

Monday – Friday 9am to 6pm, and Saturday 9am to 1pm 
Phone: 844.477.0888 or Fax: 316.333.1998 

Health-E-Quip.com  |  120 E. 12th St., Newton, KS 67114

Health-E-Quip partners with your health care team to provide 
the personalized support you need to feel your best.
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Rental Cars
283-0789

130 E. 4th • 283-9100
“the nicest storage units in Newton”

(316)283-3729

First Christian Church opens Little Free Library

Here's the church,
and here's the
steeple. Open the

doors and see all the
books.

That might not be how
the nursery rhyme really
goes, but in the case of
First Christian Church,
it's true—especially when
it comes to their Little
Free Library that looks
like a church.

After opening the doors,
folks will see a variety of
Christian-based books and
Bibles.

“Of course, being a
church, we have Christian
books and Bibles for kids
and adults,” said Karen
Hammond, who's on the
church Christian Educa-
tion Committee. “You can
come and sit and read for a
while and take a book or
bring a book.”

The church's pastor,
Gary Bell, made the Little
Free Library, and the
steward of the little library
is Sue Arnold.

“It was a fun project,”
Bell said.

Although there are other
Little Free Libraries in
Newton, this is the first
one at a church in town,
said Allison Hammond,
Christian Education Com-
mittee chair. The library is
outside, near the church's

front main doors.
In a statement dated

Sept. 11, 2016, Karen
Hayes brought the idea of
a Little Free Library to the
Christian Ed Committee.

“It has a little portico, so
you can sit there and read
your book,” Karen Ham-
mond said, referring to a
bench that rests next to
the library.

There were no specific
size requirements for the
little library, and it's regis-
tered online.

“The children's Bibles
have been a big hit,” Alli-
son Hammond said,
adding if folks want to do-
nate books to the library,
they're encouraged to give
Christian-based books and
Bibles for all ages by
bringing them to the
church office. Office hours
are 9 a.m. to noon week-
days. In addition, church
representatives closely
monitor the library every
day.

All of the books that
have been put in the little
library they've obtained
from the church's library
surplus and donations.
One side of the little li-
brary has adult books
while the other contains
children's books.

“We encourage people to
bring a book or take a
book,” Karen Hammond
said, adding folks don't
need to bring the books
back, but they can. “So far,
I think it's been a great

success.”
“Bibles are a big hit,”

Bell said. “I think we've
got items coming and
going.”

The church wanted to
have the little library for
several reasons, one of
which was because the
church has such a prime
location at First and Main

Streets. There are other
reasons.

“Because the church has
a library, and we're always
looking for ways to pro-
mote the church,” Allison
Hammond said.

“It's an outreach to the
community,” Karen Ham-
mond said.

They started the library

with 20 books.
“I know the children's

Bibles go fast,” Allison
Hammond said.

The library has been up
since the beginning of the
year, and it appears Hayes'
vision is coming true.

“My vision would be to
include adult and chil-
dren's books that share

Bible stories and Christian
living,” Hayes wrote in her
statement. “I would like to
see some version of Bible
always available in our li-
brary for adults and one
for children. I would count
it a success if we had to re-
place these Bibles on a
weekly basis.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, Karen Hammond and Allison Hammond with First Christian Church, and Pastor Gary Bell stand near the church's Little Free Library.

Great Plains Jazz Orchestra, high school jazz concert on Sunday
FOR NEWTON NOW

Newton Medical Center to offer outpatient rehab
Newton Medical Center announced today it signed a

letter of intent with The Summit to purchase Pinnacle
Rehabilitation & Sports Performance in Newton. Effec-
tive March 1, the clinic will begin operations as an out-
patient service of the hospital. According to a release by
Newton Medical Center: During the transition of owner-
ship, no interruptions to patient care are anticipated. In
addition, Newton Medical Center has extended job of-
fers to all current clinic staff members, ensuring pa-
tients will continue to receive care from the providers
they are familiar with.                       —For Newton Now

Did you miss Mike’s column one week? How about that story you heard about at the donut shop, but you can’t find
your paper? Sign up for a login at HarveyCountyNow.com and get all your problems solved if you subscribe!



NORTH NEWTON—
Bethel College has the
only nursing program
among its peer schools to
be named to the top 10 in
the state by Registered-
Nursing.org.

Bethel’s also was one of
only two programs in the
south-central Kansas re-
gion to make that list.

At No. 9, Bethel’s pro-
gram was the only one at
a Kansas college or uni-
versity within the
Kansas Collegiate Ath-
letic Conference regional
group, which range from

University of Saint Mary
in northeast Kansas
(Leavenworth) to South-
western College in south-
ern Kansas (Winfield).

The other top-10 pro-
gram in south-central
Kansas is at Newman
University in Wichita.

Halstead resident
Randy Pew spoke at the
Harvey County Commis-
sion meeting Monday to
voice his concern over the
costs of required flood in-
surance due to a small
part of his land residing in
a natural floodplain. 

"The FEMA buyout
failed to help any,” Pew
said. “I didn't get anything
back on it.”

Pew said he has to pay
close to $10,000 a year in
flood insurance for a two-
foot section of his home
that is now in a floodplain
area. Before this, Pew was
paying $1,900 a year for
homeowners insurance. 

Commissioner Randy
Hague expressed discon-
tent.

"You know how I feel
about this,” Hague said. “I
don’t think that is right
that they issue permits be-
cause you aren't in a flood-
plain but down the road
they change it." 

"I would support help-
ing, because I think they
need to change those
rules,” Hague said. "If you
aren't in a flood plain
when your house is per-
mitted then you should
never be added to a flood-

plain." 
Pew has had engineers

survey his land for a solu-
tion to the issue. 

"I'd have to fill in my fin-
ished basement, get all the
permits, and the work,” he
said. “That would cost
around $30,000 or $50,000
alone." 

Making fixing the issue
more difficult is the re-
quirement for Pew to get
permits to remove ore to
add dirt on his land due to
the floodplain. 

"If it was available to
me, I would take the buy-
out and move," Pew said. 

Commissioner Chip
Westfall remembered Pew
coming in before for miti-
gations to the costs. 

"We met with a couple
individuals from the state,
and at the time, they did-
n't have a lot of funds, and
they determined that it
did not rise to the level
that they were willing to
fund,” Westfall said.

Pew also worries that
his property being in the
floodplain will adversely
affect its value. 

"If you are a young cou-
ple and you want to buy
that property, would you
still buy it knowing that
you would have to pay an
extra $800 a month for in-
surance?" Hague asked.

Making matters worse,

the cost for
flood insur-
ance could
increase. 

"They told
me that in
three to five
years the
cost of this
insurance
could potentially triple. I
have been tempted to just
walk away,” Pew said.

Hague said he would
like to know more back-
ground information on
how the state will help
this issue. Westfall sug-
gested another meeting
with Pew to discuss future
actions. 

"My guess is, if there is
an easy way for the state
to simply decline the appli-
cation, they will do that,”
Westfall said. 

Pew said he is frus-
trated at the red tape sur-
rounding his property. 

"I could fix the issue in
30 minutes with two loads
of dirt,” Pew said.

"We will see what we
can do for you, but we are
dealing with the federal
government,” Hague said.
"They work in mysterious
ways, but they are slow."

Discussions continued
on the tobacco policy and
its new revisions which al-
lowed for the use of ap-
proved nicotine

replacement therapy and
the recognition of hard-
ships that may be faced
with employees unable to
take a break within the
sheriff's office or jail.

Hague expressed con-
cern over the rewording
that singled out exemp-
tions for the sheriff's office. 

"I can't support this,”
Hague said. “Why treat
one department different
than another?" 

Ron Krehbiel noted his
support for the rewording. 

"I understand they can't
take regular breaks on a
schedule," he said.

"Most of my guys chew,
and I don't think a five- to
10-minute break will work
the same way,” Sheriff
Chad Gay said.

"Some of those guys who
work in housing will be
there for almost eight
hours,” Westfall said.
“Your break spot is the
restroom.”

Hague explained how
other departments might
have similar issues. 

"You might have some-
one in the treasurer's of-
fice who is shorthanded
and can't get a break," he
said. 

Westfall suggested to
change the language from
sheriffs office to detention
facilities and to review the
plan in six months rather

than a year. The motion
passed two to one. 

ETC.
Commissioners voted to

pay the county’s monthly
bills of $94,752.81

Chris Anderson was rec-
ommended by Elizabeth
Smith to be appointed to
the Harvey-Marion
County Community Devel-
opmental Disability Or-
ganization; the motion
passed.

Harvey County Parks
Department turned elec-
tricity back on for campers
due to the current
weather. 

"We had about five or so
campers at each park this
past weekend, so we
turned the electricity back
on. The water is still off,
though," Harvey County
Parks Director Kass Miller
said.

Gay purchased 21 more
Sig Sauer AR-15s and 16
more suppressors with the
forfeiture fund so that
every rifle on the force will
now have one. 

"Make sure they are the
legal kind," Krehbiel
joked. 

"They are legal for me to
have," Gay responded.

Director of the Harvey
County Health Depart-
ment Lynnette Redington
reviewed the flu and

mumps reports and noted
there were no current out-
breaks in Harvey County. 

"This is the peak time,
and we still have vaccina-
tions available at the
health clinic,” she said.

Two bridges will be out
for repair, one on south-
west 48th Street just west
of South Kansas and one
at 48th Street just east of
Emma Creek. Timbers on
the deck need to be re-
placed but should be done
within the week.

Harvey County cele-
brates its fourth renewal
as a Storm Ready County,
making for over a decade
of coverage. Vanessa
Pearce from the National
Weather Service presented
a certificate for service.
Harvey County is only one
of six counties out of 19 in
southcentral Kansas to
have this certificate of ap-
preciation.

Harvey County awarded
hay lease bids to Lee
Hiebert for $36.75 a ton on
Lot A and to Mark Schef-
fler at $41 a ton on Lot B.

A motion was passed to
purchase a 2017 John
Deere 324E Skid Steer for
$41,000 from Murphy
Tractor & Equipment,
granted that it meets the
required specifications.

All commissioners were
present.
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Lucy Jane Hingst 
was born to David and Elizabeth Hingst 
on January 12, 2017, at a hefty 10 lbs 15 oz.  
Lucy enjoys long naps on mommy, kisses from 
her older sister Eleanor, and eating her feelings. 

Grandparents, John and Linda Hingst of 
Sedgwick, Loree Harvester of Newton, and 

Robert and Karen Harvester of Hays, are very 
excited for the arrival of the newest grandchild 
and look forward to showering her with much 

love and affection in the coming weeks and years. 
Lucy hopes to follow in her sister Eleanor's 

footsteps and will be joining the Newton Now 
guest anchor staff sometime in 2017 (as soon as 

she learns some head control). Please keep 
David and Elizabeth in your thoughts and 

prayers as they learn to wrangle two ornery girls 
under 2 years of age..... They need it. 

Dave and Liz want to extend a heartfelt thank you to 
Dr. Webb, Dr. Watkins, and the OR and Maternal 

Child teams at Newton Medical Center for their help 
in welcoming Lucy Jane into the world.

  Jane H  Lucy Jane Hingst   

w in her sister E
eeks and y

ering her with much w
est grandchild w

ester of Hvar
ester of Nvar

, and eating her feelings. 

lizabeth H

the coming w
o sho
al of the ne
H
H
ohn and Linda
nor
aps on mommy
17, at a hefty 1
d and E

 

leanor's w in her sister E
ears. eeks and y

ering her with much 
est grandchild 

y ere vays, arester of H
wton, and e

ingst of ohn and Linda H
, and eating her feelings. 

om , kisses fryy,
y 12, 2017, at a hefty 10 lbs 15 oz.  

ingst lizabeth H

Lucy Jane Hingst   

ane into the world.
edical Center for their help 

tfelt thank y

our thoughts and 
ol). P

w in her sister E

ucy J
n M
ns, and the OR 
extend a hear

of age..... They
to wrangle tw

eth in y
ead contr
metime in 20
e joining the N
o

 

ane into the world.
edical Center for their help 

aternal atkins, and the OR and M
ou to tfelt thank y

ears of age..... They need it. 
y girls ers as they learn to wrangle two orner

our thoughts and 
lease keep ol). P

guest anchor staff sometime in 2017 (as soon as 
w owton Nefootsteps and will be joining the N

leanor's w in her sister E

1023 Washington Road, , KS 67114

TrinityHeightsUMC.org

EMBRACING
all who desire God’s loveJoin Us,

Won’t You?

Trinity Heights United Methodist Church
1200 Boyd, Newton, Kansas 67114

Phone: 316-283-6410

WOW (Welcome on Wednesday)

Ash Wednesday, March 1:
Fundraiser Dinner 

Presented & Served by the Boy Scouts,
Troop 127 and Pack 127

Serving at 5:15 pm
Pancakes & Sausage

Ash Wednesday Service
6:30 pm in the sanctuary

Diana Unruh, Cello
Choir and Organ Music
Ashes will be imposed.

A great way to begin the season of Lent!

Resident complains about flood insurance cost, commission splits on tobacco
BY ETHAN BIRDWELL

NEWTON NOW STAFF

Hague

Bethel nursing program ranked in state’s top 10 by nursing website
FOR NEWTON NOW



Page 6      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now    February 23, 2017OPINION

Recently I heard a report
about heroine overdoses
overwhelming emergency

rooms in Louisville, Ky. The same
thing happened last year in
Cincinnati. In 2015, 47,000 people
overdosed and died.

Preventing opioid use doesn't
seem to be much of a political
issue of late.

It's not really a threat to us.
Don't want to overdose? Don't use
heroine. Good people don't use
drugs, we reason. Except when it
happens to our children or family.
Then it's different.

Car wrecks, on the other hand,
those are unavoidable, and 38,000
people died in vehicle accidents in
2015. Still, it's fair to reason that
most of you reading likely drive
and are, I hope, alive. So we've
made responsible enough deci-
sions—not being in the wrong
place at the wrong time—to avoid
a fatal car accident. 

The American Cancer Society
projected that 589,000 people died
from cancer in 2015. Skin cancer
hits the sun bathers; lung cancer
hits the smokers; breast cancer
hits those who, by luck of genetics,
are unfortunate. Some people do
nothing they shouldn't do and still
get hit with it. But we've always
had cancer. It's an expected unfor-
tunate turn, like a tornado hitting
your house in Kansas.

In 14 years, from 2001 to 2014,
terrorist attacks at home and over-
seas killed 3,412 Americans.
That's counting 9/11—almost
3,000 deaths—and that comes
from the U.S. State Department.

It represents a number dwarfed
by hundreds of other day-to-day
threats. There were 440,000 Amer-
icans who died from gun violence
during the same time period, but
discussing that point only muddies
the water.

Since 2001, one could argue no
single issue has driven both Amer-
ican foreign policy and domestic
policy as much as terrorism. It in-
fluenced our military actions, who
we voted for, what we were willing
to tolerate from our government,
and what we decided was threat-
ening. It now influences our immi-
gration policy and how we treat
people of different faiths.

Acts of random violence have
that power over us. The acts repre-
sent a breakdown in the orderly
narrative that exists. Cancer, car

wrecks and drug overdoses fit into
that everyday narrative. Random
acts of violence target people “who
weren't supposed to die.” As we all
tend to believe we belong in that
category, those people could be us.

To many, it seems counter intu-
itive, but there's a reason why peo-
ple push for fewer regulations on
guns in the face of mass shootings.
People reason, in part, that having
a gun gives them power over the
threat. You fear the unfamiliar
and the uncontrollable more than
the mundane, even if it’s far more
deadly.

Such fears are understandable
as well as predictable, which
makes them easy to manipulate.

If people have a fear, they're
willing to support anyone who
claims power over that fear. 

In a town besieged by imaginary
snakes, a snake charmer is king.

I write all this because I, myself,
have a fear, and perhaps I wish to
have power over it.

I fear in the coming months or
years, we'll have another terrorist
attack. Not one committed by
someone who looks like us. We de-
fine that as a random act of vio-
lence. Anyone who says otherwise
is guilty of “fakenews” and
“thoughtcrime.”

We'll have an attack committed
by a man, dark with a beard. He'll
fit the mold of the outside other
that hates us for our freedoms. Or
that will at least be the narrative
created.

A few may die. A few may not.
The body counts rarely matter, as
you can see with the Bowling
Green massacre. 

What will matter is the man will
be the sum of our real and imagi-
nary fears.

And a leader we elected will use
the person and event. He will call
him a foreign threat caused by
each voice of reason, dissenter and

critic in the country. And, in turn,
he will blame the checks and bal-
ances our founders wove into the
fabric of our nation.

We've seen such actions already:
the rejection of facts, of critics, of
our judiciary, of leaks coming from
the leader's own office. The judges
have already been blamed for the
attack yet to happen. The journal-
ists have already been called the
“enemy of the people” for reporting
information America's people are
entitled to. 

All these groups stand as checks
to power, and to him, they must be
discredited and removed. The man
and the attack will be a broom to
sweep away all those checks. Ask
yourself how he would react to a
9/11 today?

Having looked at history, that is
why such an event truly terrifies
me. This column, even now, proba-
bly borders on sedition to a select
crowd, as it encourages critical
thinking and questioning.

Reason is of the highest but also
weakest of human attributes. In a
time of perceived crisis, higher
ideals fade away to our base sur-
vival instinct: self preservation,
which is driven by fear. Propagan-
dists know this.

However, the power and flaw of
propaganda is it takes the complic-
ity of the people. All power lies
within the people and their con-
sent to be governed. 

So all I ask is this: if that day I
fear comes, and they tell you we
must give up our freedoms and
change who we are as a country to
be safe, cling to reason. Question
why those in power seek to make
you so afraid and what they stand
to gain. Question what you will
give up and what others will be re-
quired to give up in the name of
“safety.”

My fear, rational or not, is that
one day we will be asked to give up
the idea of the country and so
many things that made us great,
so many things that we should be
proud of: the protections of the
First Amendment, of the Fourth
Amendment, and of due process,
for starters.

And to me, that's far too high a
price for an incredibly small meas-
ure of safety. I will not consent to
that. 

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now.

Fearmongering comes with motives
Columns

Editorial

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. 

Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and writers
are limited to one letter every other week. 

Letters are due by noon on Monday before publication
and must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. 

Only the name and hometown will be included in the
printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

Two bright spots in
government give
tiny bit of hope

My wife is on the “dis-
abled list” at our house
due to a back ailment

requiring surgery, so I’ve had to
step up my involvement with
housework.

It’s become something of a game
accomplishing tasks that I can’t
even see as a task in the first
place. That’s because I, like most
men, share one common trait: an
aversion to noticing and ridding
the house of a few dust flakes from
the television stand.

Over the years, I tried to under-
stand how, after literally four full
minutes of cleaning, I could still
receive unsolicited hostilities such
as, “It looks like you didn’t even
pick up the picture to dust under-
neath it,” or “Can’t you see where
you missed?”

However, this latest collabora-
tion with a can of Pledge and soft
rag may have finally given me a
clear image (with only a few
streaks).  

Basically, women see men as
lazy, insensitive clods who are
blind to dirt.  

In reality, there are several
basic and primal reasons why men
hate cleaning, dating back to cave-
men. Do you think their wives
truly appreciated all that art de-
picting epic mammoth and raptor

hunting trips that was scrawled on
the walls?

First of all, I admit it: some-
times I’ve seen cleaning as my
wife’s responsibility, because when
I’m saddled with the task, it proj-
ects a reticent perception to my
friends, who happen to stop by the
house as I’m polishing the metal
sign on the fireplace mantel that
reads, “Love.” My manliness
wanes already because I gave up
my pickup truck to my high
schooler son so I could drive a
four-door car that screams mod-
ern-day station wagon. I can’t af-
ford any extra diversion.

Many men also see cleaning as
an activity of low priority. Even
though I often cannot name a sin-
gle high priority, I still find plenty
of excuses for why I have no time
to complete the menial task of

dusting. Sometimes, those excuses
include, but are not limited to, a
must-see game on television, fish-
ing, hunting, checking on my
neighbor, who always has beer in
his refrigerator...  

The list is nearly endless…
There is also a sense of rebellion

against authority, which weighs on
men. When I was a child, my
mother constantly stressed that I
wash my hands before supper, do
my homework prior to the night
before it’s due, keep my room clean
and stop going to bed with gum in
my mouth because it sticks to the
pillowcase and my hair.  

When I left for college, I remem-
ber clearly that I was going be able
to do whatever I wanted—maybe
toss my clothes on the floor and
eat chips after 9 p.m. Then, I
learned I had a roommate who
didn’t share my passion and
wanted to keep the room looking
nice, so I had to put off that dream
for a few more years. But, the im-
portant point here is that it never
wavered.

While there is nothing concrete
that points to a determinant for
housework, a variety of studies
found that the housework gap
stems from childhood, when girls
average two more hours of chores

Dusting off the cleaning skills an exercise in futility

We're taking a break from some heavy editorials of
late to highlight a few things that have gone right re-
cently.

When the subject of nixing the downtown flowers
came up with the city commission a number of months
ago, a chunk of the community had some loud objec-
tions to the flowers going away. 

The reasoning behind a suggested removal was to
help pay for a retail recruitment attempt. 

Since that time, city staff went to work and figured
out a way to make the flowers cheaper, retain them,
get winter decorations and get a bit of money to the
high school’s technical education programs. 

The whole idea came from a thinking outside of the
“that's how we've always done it” model. 

The city has had a line item for flowers in recent
years with a set cost. 

However, it sought a partnership with Stutzman's
Greenhouse, who agreed to donate flowers for the
downtown planters, instead of the city buying them.  

The greenhouse deserves some recognition for this,
though nice flowers make for a nice visible advertise-
ment on every corner for them. The greenhouse also
benefited from the city setting a spot up for them at
the Girl Scout Little House in 2015. So it's nice to see
them give back. 

The city then sought bids for watering the flowers,
gave the previous company that did the flowers a shot
to bid for the water, and ended up finding a lower bid-
der. So now, instead of a $21,000 line item, the flowers
were donated for free and the city will spend a bit
under $9,000 watering the downtown flowers. 

But that still leaves planters empty in the winter.
So staff then approached Newton High School to see if
students would weld some metal snowflakes to put in
the pots during the cold months. That way Newton
residents could remember what snow looked like, or
something, because the last few winters have been
pretty warm. 

The high school agreed and will charge the city $20
for a snowflake. The city will then paint the metal
snowflakes and sell sponsorships for each flake for $35
to recoup costs. By the end of the city commission
meeting the plan was presented at, nine out of 68
flakes had already been sponsored.

This whole effort was a refreshing, commonsense
approach to solving a problem, looking to the commu-
nity and using the resources we have available in
Newton wisely. It represents a “Good for Newton” mo-
ment, and the city and all parties involved deserve a
little bit of credit for the solution they will be a part
of. Saving a few thousand dollars doesn't make a big
impact on the budget, but it represents the right way
of thinking and, we hope, a continued pattern of look-
ing for out-of-the box or cost-effective answers to not
only maintaining the status quo in Newton but for
making it better.

Also, a recent legislative meeting with our local rep-
resentatives at Charlies on Saturday presented an-
other bright spot in recent news. Newton residents,
Republicans and Democrats, packed the entire back
meeting room of the restaurant to speak with Repre-
sentatives Tim Hodge and Don Schroeder and Senator
Carolyn McGinn.

All three spoke of recent efforts to balance the
state’s budget. And after years and years and years of
everyone and their dog screaming about the problems
of the governor’s flawed tax cuts in 2012, and every-
one then slowly coming to terms with the effects of the
plan that effectively decreased state revenue by 20
percent, according to Schroeder's estimate, the legisla-
ture has actually done something about it. Both the
house and the senate approved a bill that repeals the
tax cut as well as the much-talked-about LLC loop-
hole. Again, by estimates, it should bring back seven
of the 20 percent of revenue the state lost. 

All three legislators spoke of the need for the state
to generate more revenue, though it should be said
that Hodge voted against the bill, because he argued it
didn't go far enough by totally repealing the decreases
Brownback made. 

Still, small steps are finally being made to put
Kansas on more solid financial ground. The room was
receptive to the message. And despite the different
party affiliations, common concerns seemed to contin-
ually come up in conversation. The meeting was remi-
niscent of the days before the Brownback and
ultra-conservative rise to power, when more moderate
concerns drove conversation in a far less polarized
state. It also was some fresh air to see all three legis-
lators agreeing with each other on a number of,
though not all, issues. 

We have to seek common sense solutions to prob-
lems, and we have to do so by building consensus with
all parts of the state, not by building a coalition strong
enough to beat the other 49 percent down into silence.
After the last election and defeat of a good many hard-
liners, the state seems much better poised to do so.
And that goes both in the state house and at home,
where people of different political beliefs were able to
sit together and agree on a base set of facts. 

If we could do it in that room, how about the rest of
the country gets its act together and follows suit? 

It should be noted that the Newton Now reporter
present did not get screamed at by any of the elected
officials or called an enemy of the people for asking a
question at the meeting. Although it probably helps
that the legislators present read and think newspa-
pers are important enough to subscribe to and submit
columns to them.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

CONVERSATION PIECE

KEN KNEPPER

See KNEPPER/ 12
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It wasn’t until many years into
adulthood that I understood
more fully the horrors of com-

bat.  During a trip to Normandy,
France, in May 1994, in obser-
vance of the 50th anniversary of
D-Day, I reached a deeper under-
standing. 

There were veterans of the D-
Day combat in our group. During
that trip and during the year of
the anniversary, I learned that it
took 50 years for many, maybe a
majority, of the veterans of combat
to be able release their emotions
and speak about their experiences.
Up until that time, the emotions
and trauma of their battle experi-
ences were kept sealed inside. At
last, because of the “permission”
provided by the reliving of the war
during the anniversary of D-Day,
many were able to tell stories and
express feelings even their wives
had never heard before. They were
unable to release them during
those 50 preceding years.  

For children like me, World War
II was exciting. I turned seven a
month before Pearl Harbor and
was 11 when the war ended on VJ
Day in August 1945. I loved sol-
diers and sailors in their uniforms.
They were strong, brave and hand-
some. War and combat seemed ex-
citing to me. The war movies made
the war seem glamorous and
heroic.

In school, we learned the songs
of all branches of the military and
sang them heartily. We also sang
all the Hit Parade songs, many of
which referred to the war (“Praise
the Lord and pass the ammuni-
tion,” “Coming in on a wing and a
prayer, look below there’s a field
over there…,” “And we’ll PFFFT,
PFFFT, PFFFT right in the
Fuhrer’s Face…”)

Many of us children played “sol-
dier” and war games. During the
war, many things were recycled for
the war effort, including newspa-
pers, tires, rubber items and all
kinds of metal. Every Friday, we
took our dimes to school to pur-
chase U.S. War Savings Stamps.
We hated the Germans and the
Japanese, and we had very de-
meaning names for both. We de-
lighted in the propaganda slogans
and made up our own. (“A dime
war stamp buys a bullet to kill a
Jap, so back the attack! Do your
part!” This was written by me and
printed in our town’s newspaper in
one of our fourth grade class’s
weekly columns.)

Leather was in short supply be-
cause so much was going to the
war effort, so we wore shoes with

composition soles (which made
wonderful black marks on the
floors at home and at school, hated
by the janitors and our mothers),
and rationing allowed us only two
new pair a year.  

We helped our mothers mix the
yellow coloring into the white mar-
garine (butter was rationed). We
were reprimanded if we used too
much sugar on our cereal (sugar
was rationed). Chewing gum, bub-
ble gum and candy bars were hard
to obtain. This was true also with
cigarettes. Our parents smoked,
and we sometimes got to help
them roll their own cigarettes with
a little device for rolling cigarettes,
using cigarette papers and to-
bacco. I loved helping with this.

Because my little town in Illi-
nois, Winchester (population
1,700), was only 90 miles north of
St. Louis with its many defense in-
dustries and military bases, we
had air raid drills regularly at
school. When the air raid drill sig-
nal sounded, we were to grab a
pencil immediately and clench it
length-wise between our teeth. We
were told this would prevent us
from biting our tongue in a time of
trauma. Hands covering our
heads, we ducked under our desks
to stay until the all-clear signal
sounded. We thought this was ex-
citing (but the thought of biting off
one’s tongue was scary!).

At the evening news time, we
sat around the radio with our par-
ents, who soberly listened to the
war news and at times grew quite
upset. The voices of H.V.
Kaltenborn, Edward R. Murrow,
Walter Winchell and Gabriel
Heater (drolly saying, “Friends,
it’s good news tonight.” or
“Friends, it’s bad news tonight.”)
were familiar voices to me.  I had
no family members serving in the
military and, generally, the era of
World War II was a fun time for
me. This changed when I learned
about Benny.

When I was born, Benny Walker
was 10 years old. He was the son
of my parents’ very good friends,

Red and Lucy Walker. They lived
close by, and Benny stopped by our
house often. By the time I was
three years old, Benny was my
idol. 

My mother could get me to do
anything she wanted me to do by
simply saying, “I think I saw
Benny looking in the window.” At
this, I would drink my milk, clean
my plate, hurry getting dressed,
pick up my toys or whatever
Mother wanted me to do. 

All the time I was growing up, I
knew I was going to marry Benny.
I had no doubt that he would wait
for me until I was old enough. He
attended Notre Dame University
after high school until he enlisted
in the U.S. Army Air Corps in Jan-
uary of 1943. He graduated flight
school at Aloe Army Air Field in
Victoria, Texas, receiving his silver
wings there on Jan. 7, 1944.

He wrote me letters, and his
mother gave me one of his brass
2nd Lieutenant bars. When he was
stationed in Chickasha, Okla., he
sent me a little beaded Indian fig-
ure and a photo portrait of him-
self. I still have the letters, a
Christmas card, the invitation to
his graduation from flight school
and the picture.

I recall a time when he was to
come home on leave.  On the day
he was to arrive, I overheard his
mother telling my mother that
Benny wasn’t going to be able to
come after all.  I thought that she
said it was because he was
“drownded”.  After hearing this, I
went out in the back yard and sat
in the swing, fighting back tears
and wondering how the adults
could smile about it.  It was finally
explained to me that he was
“grounded”, not drowned, and
what that meant.

On July 28, 1944, at the age of
19, Benny Walker was killed in-
stantly in the crash of a fighter
plane he was piloting, a Curtiss P-
40, on a training flight at Key
Field in Meridian, Miss. I was al-
most 10 years old.

After that, the meaning of war
became more personal and not fun.
The war ended in Europe on May
7, 1945, less than 10 months after
Benny’s death. One year and 18
days after Benny’s death, Japan
surrendered on August 15, 1945.  

I still think of Benny almost 72
years later.

Would he have waited for me?

Sue Harper Ice is a Newton 
resident.

On being a child during World War II Guest column
McGinn gives update from

statehouse

Monday, Jan. 23, 2017,
began just like every other
day. The incessant noise

and vibration of the iPhone alarm
bombarded my perfect dream
world. Numb hands struggled to
cease the attack.

Bleary eyes blinked to focus as I
checked the time on the glowing
screen. And then, in the first offi-
cial act of every day for more years
than I care to admit, I checked
Facebook. 

Notifications, messages, and
then the newsfeed, always check-
ing in that order. The newsfeed
took the most time, carefully re-
viewing each status until I found
the point where I last left off. 

Sometimes that trip was shorter
than others, because I had been up
in the middle of the night doing
the same. 

Since 2008, I have relished in
this activity. Pictures of babies,
dogs, new loves, and cups of coffee
filled my awaking brain each day.
Status updates of trips to the hos-
pital, heartache, and jobs lost went
to the prayer list.

My friend list represents dis-
tinct chapters of my life. Friends
I’ve known since before kinder-
garten. Family from coast to coast.
WSU music alumni performing in
Berlin and New York City. Pas-
sively, I have been able to keep
track of them all.  

It’s the modern day version of
Sheriff Andy Taylor strolling down
the sidewalk of Mayberry. On
Facebook, we virtually wave to
Floyd the Barber and Goober Pyle
with each status “like.” We collec-
tively shake our heads at Barney’s
latest antic, all from the comfort of

our warm beds.  
But recently, Facebook has come

to represent something beyond the
boundaries of school hallways or
work cubicles. Comments and
posts on the newsfeed have be-
come a barometer for society itself. 

Never in my life do I recall a
time where we are so comfortable
living in a house divided. And,
while relationship experts claim
opposites attract, I cannot say the
same for my reaction to posts on
this public forum. 

Thoughts and opinions flow into
status updates like a raging river
of discontent. For months, I have
struggled against the undercur-
rent. And yet, I continued to swim. 

Until that morning. Just like
any proverbial straw to break a
camel’s back, the posts of the
morning are not worth mention-
ing. Taken out of context, my reac-
tion seems trivial. 

And yet, in that moment, I de-
cided to stop swimming. 

With trembling hands, I looked
at my daughter and asked her to
delete the app from my phone. The
world had turned upside down. I
heard nothing but white noise in
my ears. 

People throw around the term
“addiction” too loosely. I have
friends living sober and would
never try to equate my experience
to the effort they have put into
breaking free. 

But a quick Internet search on
“Facebook Addiction” produced an
article including the signs of trou-
ble. The woman profiled told a
story of spending two hours a day
on Facebook, including frequently
checking notifications an average
of 10 times. 

I would call her an amateur. 
I looked in the mirror and knew

I needed to take this seriously. A
wise person once advised, “It takes
21 days to make (or break) a
habit.” That initial goal seemed
like an impossibility on Day 1. 

I stopped cold turkey. 
On Day 23, in preparation for

this writing, I checked my per-
sonal page for the first time. I was
met with 140 notifications and
seven private messages. 

The notifications were mostly
posts made by my mother, because
Facebook analytic genies appar-
ently think I need to know every
time she does so. 

Would you like to know the most
ironic part of the whole story?  Ac-
cording to Facebook, Day 23 was
the ninth anniversary of establish-
ing a Facebook account. 

I’ve decided Facebook and I are
going to go back into the “friend
zone.” Our nine-year love affair be-
came too intense. 

It’s not you, Facebook; it’s me.

Tina Payne is director of United
Way.

Facebook going back into the ‘friend zone’

GLIDING ON ICE

SUE ICE

BRINGIN’ THE PAYNE

TINA PAYNE

In a matter of two weeks, the legislature went from
30,000 feet to ground zero. Having a “cuts bill” kicked
out of committee pressed legislators to decide what
they could stomach regarding big cuts to our schools.
Legislators began drafting alternative plans and build-
ing coalitions. With the house and senate being com-
prised of roughly 30 percent new legislators, this last
week provided some early indication as to where they
stood on the budget.

After votes for the senate “cuts bill” failed to materi-
alize, House Appropriations passed an adjustment bill
to fill a roughly $350 million hole by the end of June 30
of this year. The bill had no cuts to schools, used the
Pooled Money Investment Board funds, and delayed
both school year-end payments and payments to
KPERS. This bill passed on the house chamber floor.
Another bill kicked out of Tax Committee and passed
on the house floor adjusted the 2012 tax plan by clos-
ing the LLC loop-
hole, added a
third bracket on
W-2 personal in-
come, lowered the
rate on married
families earning
under $ 30,000
and raised the
rates by 1 percent
on the upper two
tiers. All of these
adjustments are
significantly lower
than the pre-2012 tax levels.

The senate took up two tax bills last Thursday and
Friday. On Thursday, a plan was offered by the Democ-
rats that almost restored all of our tax rates to pre-
2012 tax rates. It was defeated by voice vote. On
Friday, the senate debated on the house revenue ad-
justment plan. After about 80 minutes of debate, the
bill passed 22-18. I voted yes to this bill. 

My reasons are simple: I knocked on a lot of doors
this summer, and many of the people I spoke to in the
31st said it was not fair that they had to pay taxes but
others did not. I also visited with many farmers who
said they would rather pay income taxes because they
were paying based on income received. They were con-
cerned about rising property taxes due to tax shifts
that were the result of the 2012 tax plan. 

Other action in the senate was primarily in commit-
tees. Agriculture and Natural Resources passed a bill
concerning the animal pet act, which dealt with fees
and inspections for domestic animals. All stakeholders
were in agreement. Other changes were made to water
appropriations bills that included consolidation of
points of diversion and procedures to object when there
is impairment to senior water right holders. 

As chair of Ways and Means, I have been very busy
in the subcommittee process on the budget. All 13
members of the committee listen to agencies, stake-
holders, and interested members of the public to begin
the process of building the mega budget for years 2018
and 2019. The committees I serve on deal with services
for the frail and elderly, children and adults with dis-
abilities, and other waivers such as autism, traumatic
brain injury, and developmental disabilities, to name a
few. 

My concern in these budgets is how the agency is
moving the money around and the way in which it is
reported, making it difficult to track the outcomes. Our
committee plans to dig a little deeper to ensure the
money is being spent on our consumers and not the
large healthcare contractors that the state pays to ad-
minister our Medicaid program. 

As we work through the governor’s budget recom-
mendations, we are also finding many examples of the
governor including “efficiency” savings that do not
exist, and in a few cases, failing to fund essential state
programs. For example, apparently in an effort to
make their budget numbers balance, the governor sim-
ply didn’t include funding for our state mental health
hospitals in 2018 and 2019. We have to pay for our
state mental health hospitals. 

The governor’s budget also assumes tens of millions
of dollars in savings from consolidating all K-12 educa-
tor health plans. Upon further research, the governor’s
savings in 2018 are too late to implement. For 2019,
the governor’s plan simply shifts health costs onto
teachers in many cases, which are not efficiency sav-
ings at all. Legislators have to build a balanced budget
based on the governor’s budget recommendation, and
the governor makes it harder with misleading num-
bers. We are working to get to the bottom of it and pro-
vide accountability for taxpayers.

In other committee news, the Agriculture and Natu-
ral Resources Committee passed a bill concerning the
animal pet act, which dealt with fees and inspections
for domestic animals. All stakeholders were in agree-
ment. Other changes were made to water appropria-
tions bills that included consolidation of points of
diversion and procedures to object when there is im-
pairment to senior water right holders. 

As of Tuesday, the legislature hit day 44.  By the end
of the week, we should have all bills that made it out of
committee debated up or down. If the bills pass the
senate floor, they will go to house committees for more
hearings and scrutiny. The senate will do the same for
house bills passed. Some bills can also be blessed by
leadership if needed due to time or complexity.

Thank you for your communications through e-mails,
letters, phone calls or taking the trip to the capitol. If
you would like this communication along with graphs
and inserts about bills or other data, please send a re-
quest to carolyn.mcginn@senate.ks.gov.

STATE SENATOR

CAROLYN MCGINN

Say what?

We must let go of
the life we have
planned, so as to
accept the one that
is waiting for us.

Joseph Campbell
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refrigerator, saying they need to be
kept at 42 degrees, and he also
buys bait from Bill's Bait in
McPherson. The night crawlers
come with dirt, and he puts damp
paper in the box to hold in the
moisture. 

He's not shy about opening the
box, inviting a reporter to pick
them up and/or eat them, and then
picking them up himself, a big glob
with two hands. He described the
feeling of worms as being like a
“runny nose.”

“We hope to sell enough of them
where they don't have to take care
of them,” Spielman said.

When he does feed them, he
sprinkles cornmeal in the box, and
too many worms in the box can cre-
ate a slime that'll kill them.

“I used to pick worms until 2 in
the morning,” he said. “That way,
you could get a little bit of sleep.”

Spielman had to learn about
worms so he didn't lose his invest-
ment. For example, he knows he
has to use a dim light to pick them
off the ground, since a bright light
will tell them to go back into the
earth. He also said worms have
eggs in their collars. Spielman's
been around worms his whole life,
all the way back to helping his dad
dig them at six or seven. 

His dad was giving him worms,
and he was supposed to put them in
a can.

“My mom screams, and there I
was with a mouthful of worms,”
Spielman said, smiling.

Other kinds of live bait Spielman
sells includes minnows, goldfish
and crawdads.

“If the water gets stale, you're
gonna lose them,” he said, adding
he also has frozen bait.

Spielman does sell bait in the
winter.

“Some
people do the ice fishing,” he said.
“We stock it all year round.”

Spielman said the best bait is the
night crawlers.

“Worms are hard to beat because
you know they're a natural bait,” he
said, adding lots of fish like to eat
worms. “That's what they'll be
eatin' on usually.”

Bass and crappie like minnows,
however, he said.

Spielman said they sell bait by
the dozen, with a price list at the
back door of their home.

“A lot of people know that we're
here, but they don't like to keep
normal hours,” he said, adding his
hours are sunup to sundown.
“We've got a certain amount of reg-
ular customers.”

Spielman has heard his share of
fish tales and probably has told

some
himself.

“Who can tell the biggest lie—the
one who's out there or the guy sell-
ing it?” Spielman said with a grin.

He said he recalled a 12-pound
flathead being caught on the lease,
and northern pikes are known for
cutting human fingers.

One of the joys Spielman gets out
of selling bait is watching the reac-
tions of children when he gets out
the worms.

“They're all like ‘oooooo,’” he
said.

Neither Spielman or Hazel has
go walk very far for their jobs right
now, as Hazel is the crossing guard
near their home and Chisholm
Middle School, and Spielman runs
his business out of his home.

“I never plan on retiring,” he
said.

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Glen Spielman catches some minnows in his backyard.

This is the price sign outside of the Spielmans' back door. 
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pieces.”
The presentation repre-

sented what was a rare
moment recently in Kansas
politics: a Democrat and
two Republicans agreeing
on the necessity of raising
taxes and repealing the
Governor Sam Brownback
tax cuts. Their agreement
on how much to repeal had
limits, as they later dis-
cussed.

Still, a bipartisan group
agreed something must be
done. 

***
The scene in Charlies on

Saturday morning mirrors
the larger actions and atti-
tude of the Kansas House
and Senate, which both ap-
proved a tax plan in recent
weeks that repeals some of
the tax cuts that Brown-
back once promised would
be a shot of adrenaline in
the heart of Kansas. 

The change removes the
LLC loophole, taxing the
income of more than
300,000 business owners
again, left the lowest state
tax bracket alone, raised
the second income tax rate
to 5.25 percent and rein-
stated a third tax bracket
of income tax at 5.45 per-
cent for those making more
than $50,000 individually,
according to the Kansas
City Star. That rate was
6.45 percent in 2015. The
house approved the change
76 to 48. The senate ap-
proved the change by a
more narrow margin, 22-
18.

***
The three legislators

spent a good amount of the
time speaking at the event
hosted by the chamber ex-
plaining their vote. Both
McGinn and Schroeder
voted in favor of the meas-
ure. Hodge did not. 

Schroeder said the meas-
ure would restore 8 of the
20 percent of revenue cut
from the state budget fol-
lowing the Brownback tax
cuts. He said he did not
think the bill was perfect;
he had hoped it would re-
ceive an amendment or two
to be fine tuned, but at the
end of the day, the bill put
the state on more solid
budgeting ground.

The change is projected
to bring in a billion addi-
tional dollars over 2018
and 2019 to state coffers.

McGinn said the state
has been working to make
cuts and everyone has been
talking about the necessity
of cuts for the last four
years, but when it comes
down to it, no one's willing
to make the cut or find
what they want to cut. 

“Please find me the line
item that says ‘government
fat,’ and we'll cut that,”
McGinn, chair of the sen-
ate ways and means, said
to laughter in the crowd. 

McGinn said she was
acting on what she heard
from constituents. 

“What I heard was, ‘We
want tax reform, and we

want you to fix the loop-
hole,’” she said. “That
wasn't a Republican an-
swer or a Democrat an-
swer; that was a Kansan
answer.”

Hodge explained why he
voted against the bill. It
had nothing to do with
him supporting the cur-
rent tax plan but him
wanting the bill to be bet-
ter. He said he wanted a
full repeal of the Brown-
back tax plan. He also
said he was not happy
with the plan, because he
believed the plan put more
burden on the middle
class than the top of the
bracket and it didn't re-
turn deductions such as
the childcare and mort-
gage deductions to the tax
roll. 

While the legislature
might have been able to
approve the bill, the gov-
erner has to sign it, and
on Tuesday night, he an-
nounced his plans to veto
it, so legislators will have
another go at it.

As for after the tax plan
would be established, the
candidates did eventually
answer a question on
what exactly they wanted
Kansas taxes to look like
in the future. 

Hodge said he favored a
total return to the pre-
Brownback cuts.
Schroeder, when pushed,
said the state needed to
get to the point where it
had reliable funding.

“Do we need to restore
them to 2012? Probably
not,” he said. 

McGinn simply an-
swered that she was not in
favor of returning the in-
come tax plan to 2012 lev-
els, either.

***
Odds and ends: 
The group fielded a few

other questions about var-
ious subjects of note.
Hemp, as well as medical
marijuana, came up, and
Schroeder talked at length
about an industrial hemp
bill being kicked around
the legislature. The bill
would basically make it
legal for farmers to grow
industrial hemp, which
has an extremely low THC
content, he said. In
essence, Schroeder said he
was in favor of the meas-
ure as it would give
Kansas farmers another
cash crop, and Kansas was
once a large producer of
hemp. However, after a
follow up question on med-
ical and recreational mari-
juana legalization,
Schroeder said he opposed
recreational marijuana.

On Medicaid expansion,
McGinn said it was possi-
ble in her mind that the
state could move forward
with something like Medi-
caid expansion. Schroeder
said that there remained
uncertainty on that sub-
ject with the current pres-
idential administration. 

The room was filled
with people, with the over-
flow standing against the
walls and into the hall.
The event lasted a little
over one hour.

STATE
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pounds of scrap aluminum
for the precision machining
program.

“That saved us having to
purchase brand-new mate-
rial at extensive cost just to
practice on,” Taylor said.
“It saved budget dollars,
essentially.”

Donated was plate mate-
rial that's 1/2-inch thick
and metal rod that's about
1 inch in diameter.

“It's pretty substantial,”
Taylor said.

With this material, stu-
dents practice welding, as
well as doing lathe work
and milling on assigned
projects.

Another company, Har-
low Aerostructures in Wi-
chita, donated 20,000
pounds of sheet aluminum,
and representatives from
that company serve on Tay-
lor's advisory board.

“We've used a lot of their
product on this year's
robot,” Taylor said, refer-
ring to the RaileRobotics
team's robot and that they
didn't have to purchase any
aluminum for this year's
robot because of aluminum
donated by Harlow and
Millennium Machine.

Various Newton High
School and Hutchinson
Community College classes
are taught at Brooks Trade
Center, and the donations
of the metal actually reveal
something a little deeper
than businesses just want-
ing to donate.

“We've seen a lot of inter-
est in businesses wanting
to team up with the tech ed
department, because
there's such a high demand
for skilled workers,” Taylor
said.

As a matter of fact, Tay-
lor said that morning,
which was Friday, he had a
meeting with Bradbury Co.
in Moundridge to see what
Brooks could do for employ-
ees.

“They're wanting some
night classes created at our
facilities,” Taylor said, be-
cause Bradbury hired peo-
ple without skills. “That's a
huge need, and we're going
to hopefully create some
classes at night.”

In addition, there are
students who're going to
move into internships at
Viega LLC in McPherson
with paid college, training
and a wage.

“So, they go to school, get
trained and also work a
certain number of hours at
their facility,” Taylor said.

Taylor said, since area
businesses need skilled
workers, there are busi-
nesses from Reno, McPher-
son and Harvey Counties
wanting to team up to get
those workers. For exam-
ple, Park Aerospace at the
local airport is looking to
start internships through
Newton High School, Tay-
lor said.

Taylor is working on
that.

“Trying to create some
type of model for what a
standard internship would
look like,” he said.

METAL
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Yagua came to the family as a
gift to one of their daughters, Ardy,
for her 10th birthday. Schrock-
Woodward said another family who
lives in North Newton, that of Dr.
Jonathan Jantz, used to raise and
breed chinchillas. The Jantz's son,
David, who's as old as Ardy, gave
her the gift, and Schrock-Woodward
showed a photo of Ardy holding a
less-than-8-week-old Yagua. Now,
the chinchilla is 12, so Schrock-
Woodward and husband Don Wood-
ward are keeping Yagua while Ardy
is away at college.

“He's 12 now, and their life ex-
pectancy is 10 or more,” Schrock-
Woodward said. “We're letting him
convalesce in his old age here.”

In addition to finding out Yagua
enjoys a dry bath, the family has
learned other things about chin-
chillas.

“So, we had to figure out what a
chinchilla is and how to take care of
it,” Schrock-Woodward said.

They shopped for a cage, and
Schrock-Woodward said she found a
ferret cage with a variety of levels
at an exotic pet store in Wichita.

“The reason I picked it is chin-
chillas are squirrel-like and like to
jump,” she said. “They're originally
from South America in the Andes
Mountains.”

The family also learned their
sleep schedule wasn't the same as
Yagua's.

“One of the first things we
learned when we got the chinchilla
is it's nocturnal,” Schrock-Wood-
ward said, adding if they forgot to
shut their bedroom door, they'd
hear him at night running on the
wheel in his cage and chewing on
things.

“They chew, chew, chew, because
their teeth constantly are growing,”
she said.

This leads to another lesson they
learned, which was Yagua will pull
things into his cage and chew them;
this includes computer cords. One
time, one of their daughters was
holding him at the table, and they
heard a sound but didn't know
what it was.

“We realized he was chewing the
edge of the table,” she said. “Before
we realized, he had teeth marks
gnawed into the edge of the table.”

One thing they do realize,
though, is what Yagua means.
Schrock-Woodward said her hus-
band grew up in the jungles of
Peru, and the Andres run through
that country on the western coast of
South America. His parents were
Bible translators, and Yagua means
“the people,” and there are Yagua
Indians living in Peru. Schrock-
Woodward said their girls were fa-
miliar with that name because Don
had Yagua woven fabric bags.

They've also learned chinchillas
are easy to care for.

“Of all the caged rodents, this is
the least smelly of all the pets,” she
said, adding she only has to change
the cage once a month and that
they can give him enough water
and food so he'll be taken care of if
they're gone for a week.

Although Yagua isn't the kind of
pet people allow to have the run of
the house, like dogs and cats, he
used to have a ball they put him in,
and he'd roll around. He also likes
attention.

“He likes to be cuddled in your
lap,” Schrock-Woodward said. “He
loves to be massaged.”

She rubs his tummy, behind his
ears and the back of the neck.

Schrock-Woodward discovered
one of Yagua's skills.

“One funny thing I discovered
about him is how precise he is with
his teeth,” she said. “He has never
bit anybody.”

She had used her left hand to
massage Yagua, which is the hand
her wedding band is on.

“Went to massage him with left
hand, and he caught my wedding
ring between his teeth but did not
touch my skin,” Schrock-Woodward
said.

Yagua gets fed chinchilla food,
and his favorite treats are dried ap-
plies and raisins.

In addition to the chinchilla, the
family has two dogs, Leo, a 9-year-
old cockapoo, and Kai, a 2-year-old
vizsla, which is a hunting dog.

“He likes the dogs,” Schrock-
Woodward said about Yagua. “He
thinks Leo is a big chinchilla,”
adding he interacts with the dogs
through the cage.

Schrock-Woodward also learned,
through a book, chinchillas have
great fur.

“They have the softest fur of all
the land mammals,” she said. “They
have very long whiskers, and they
wiggle them and use them to feel.”

PET
From Page 1

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Ardy, daughter of Joan Schrock-Woodward and Don Woodward of North Newton, holds Yagua
when they both were younger.
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Arlene
(Nickel)
Ross, 85, of
Newton
passed away
peacefully
with her
husband,
Ned Ross, by
her side on
the evening
of Wednesday, Feb. 15,
2017.

Arlene was born to
Gerhard (George) and
Elizabeth Nickel on July
4, 1931, in Goessel. Ar-
lene married Ned B. Ross
on Feb. 28, 1953. Ned is
from Iowa and was in the
Air Force stationed in
Salina when they met
one evening at the roller
skating rink in Newton.
Arlene moved to Salina
after they wed, where
they had their first-born
child, Jon. One month
later, they moved to New-
ton, where they made
their home, raising their
three children, Jon, Brad
and Kim. 

Arlene was preceded in
death by her parents,
George and Elizabeth
Nickel; brothers, Edie
(Vera) Nickel of Kansas
City, Kan., Dr. Bernie
(Dorothy) Nickel of Win-
field and Walt Nickel of
Anaheim, Calif.; and sis-
ter, Martha (Otto)
Hiebert of Newton.

Arlene is survived by
her devoted and loving
husband, Ned in Newton;
brother, Dr. Gary and sis-
ter-in-law Judy Nickel of
Independence; sons, Jon
(Kathy) Ross of Newton
and Brad (Ladonna) Ross
of Winfield; daughter,
Kim (Terry) Stubby of
Helena, Mont.; five
grandchildren, Mark

(Hannah) Ross
of Olathe, Evie
(Chris) Tomp-
kins of Merritt
Island, Fla.,
Brandi Stubby
of Helena,
Christopher
Ross of Park
City and Bri-
anna Ross of

Emporia; four great-
grandchildren, Morrigan
Ross of Olathe, Emme-
line Pederson of Helena,
and Grace and Caleb
Ross Tompkins of Merritt
Island, in addition to
many wonderful and lov-
ing nieces, nephews and
great-nieces and great-
nephews. 

Arlene’s family extends
their gratitude to Ar-
lene’s extended family at
Newton Presbyterian
Manor, where Arlene and
Ned made many great
friends and have been
treated exceptionally
well, with great care and
love, by the manor’s
staff.

A memorial service cel-
ebrating Arlene’s life was
held at 1 p.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 22, at Broad-
way Colonial Funeral
Home in Newton. A re-
ception for all family and
friends immediately fol-
lowed the service at The
Breadbasket Restaurant
in Newton.

In lieu of flowers, the
family wishes memorials
in Arlene’s name may be
made to The Caring
Hands Humane Society
of Newton or The Ameri-
can Heart Association.
Contributions may be
sent to Broadway Colo-
nial Funeral Home, 120
E. Broadway, Newton,
KS, 67114.

ARLENE ROSS
Donzella Shepler, 88,

died Wednesday, Feb. 15,
2017, at Schowalter Villa
in Hesston.  

She was born Feb. 14,
1929, in Cushing, Okla.,
to Tom and Ethel (Hick-
man) Moore. She was
married to George T.
Meires in 1947, and he
preceded her in death.
She was later married to
Robert (Bob) Shepler in
1993, and he also pre-
ceded her in death.  

Donzella is survived
by her daughter, Kem
and John Nicodemus;
daughter, Jan Meires;
son, Pat and Andrea
Meires,; son-in-law, Bob
Dreier; stepson, Jeff and

Joan Shepler; step-
daughter, Julie and War-
ren Horsley;
sister-in-law, Shirley
Moore; sister-in-law, Ar-
lita Tyner; and brother-
in-law, Jim Shepler. She
also is survived by 12
grandchildren and 15
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her parents;
two husbands; son, Rob
Shepler; daughter,
Karen Meires; infant
daughter, Linda Meires;
and brothers, Jack and
Bill Moore.

Private family services
are being held, with in-
terment in Greenwood
Cemetery in Newton.

DONZELLA SHEPLER

Francis W. Eaton, 75,
passed away on Thurs-
day Feb. 16, 2017. 

Francis was born on
May 28, 1941, in Scott
City to Robert and
Bernitta (Schmidt)
Eaton. 

Francis is survived by
his wife, Mary; son,
Jason Eaton of Newton;
two daughters, Kim and
Steve Harris of Nixa,
Mo., and Sara and Terry
Rodenberg of Kansas
City, Mo.; five grandsons,
Bryce, Tyler, Noah,
James and Kyle; and two

sisters, Betty Barden of
Newton, and Alberta and
Fred Klanke of New
Cambria.

The funeral will be at 1
p.m. Monday, Feb. 27, at
Kansas Christian Home,
with Chaplain Duane
Moraine presiding.

A committal service
will follow at 2 p.m. in
Greenwood Cemetery. 

Please make any me-
morials to the activities
department in care of
Kansas Christian Home
in care of Petersen Fu-
neral Home in Newton.

FRANCIS W. EATON

Melvin Sheffler, 73,
died on Friday, Feb. 17,
2017, at Kansas Chris-
tian Home in Newton. 

Melvin was born on
April 29, 1943, in New-
ton to William and Vi-
vian (Carter) Sheffler
and was the youngest of
14 children. Melvin en-
joyed piano music and
liked people. He was
born with a mental dis-
ability and was cared for
by family and varied in-
stitutions throughout his
life.

Melvin is survived by
his siblings, Leann

Newell, Judy Cullen,
Kay Lincoln and Robert
Lanus Sheffler. 

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
William and Vivian Shef-
fler; seven sisters; and
three brothers.

A graveside service
will be at 10 a.m. Friday,
Feb. 24, at Restlawn
Gardens of Memory. A
public visitation will be
from 5 to 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 23, at Petersen
Funeral Home in New-
ton. Members of the fam-
ily will be there to greet
friends.

MELVIN SHEFFLER

Margaret Reimer
Friesen passed quietly in
her sleep Sunday morn-
ing, Feb. 19, 2017, at
Bethel Kidron Village in
North Newton. 

Born in Beatrice, Neb.,
in 1920, Margaret was
the youngest of seven
children born to Abra-
ham Reimer and Marie
Penner.

Margaret was a regis-
tered nurse, and she
spent most of her career
at Bethel Deaconess
Hospital. She retired as
a night supervisor in
1982.

In 1944, she was mar-
ried to William Friesen,
who preceded her in
death in March 2014.

She is survived by
three children, Randall
Friesen of St. Charles,
Mo., Michelle Friesen-

Carper of Valparaiso,
Ind., and Warren Friesen
of St. Peter, Minn.; four
granddaughters; two
grandsons; and six great-
grandsons, the most re-
cent of whom was born
20 minutes after her
death.

She was preceded in
death by her parents,
Abraham and Marie
Reimer; husband,
William Friesen; five sis-
ters; and one brother.

A memorial service
was at 3 p.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 22, at Bethel
College Mennonite
Church in North New-
ton. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests me-
morial donations be
made to Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee (MCC),
121 E. 30th St., North
Newton, KS, 67117.

MARGARET REIMER FRIESEN

The Rev. Herbert D.
Nobles died Sunday, Feb.
12, 2017, at Newton
Medical Center. He was
born on June 24, 1930, in
Hill City to William and
Fanny Mae (Fry) Nobles.

Herbert, a retired min-
ister, inspired many with
his love of playing both
piano and organ. Profi-
cient in his ministry of
music, Herbert shared
his talent in many areas
by playing, teaching and
leading music programs.
He conducted many a
concert with a three-
manual pipe organ. His
witness to faith touched
many as he also pastored
throughout the United
States. His later days
called him to volunteer
his talents to enhance

and witness to the lives
of others through his
ministry.

Herbert is survived by
his son, Zachary Nobles
and wife Young Mi of San
Antonio, Kathy Louder-
milk and Doug in Simp-
sonville, S.C.; and four
grandchildren, Andrea
Loudermilk, Trevor Lou-
dermilk, Gabi Louder-
milk, and Jennifer J.
Nobles.

He was preceded in
death by his son, Andy
Nobles; his brother,
Arnold Nobles; his two
sisters, Levone Kohen
and Twyla Boldet; and
his parents, William No-
bles and Fanny Mae Fry.

A private family serv-
ice will be at a later date.

HERBERT NOBLES

Viola M. Williams, 68,
passed away peacefully,
surrounded by her loving
family at 1:30 a.m. Sun-
day, Feb. 12, 2017, at
Harry Hynes Memorial
Hospice in Wichita.  

She was born May 27,
1948, in Fredricks to Li-
onel and Esther Kemp. 

Viola was preceded in
death by her parents and
brothers, Gary Lee
Kemp, William Ralph
Kemp and Jack Junior
Kemp.  

She is survived by her
two sisters, Mary Ann
Carlson of Monet, Mo.,
and Vicki Edwards of
Frankfort; her husband,
Michael Williams of
Newton; and sons, Scott
Kiser of Doniphan, Mo.,
and Shadow Williams
and his wife, Shiyrah, of
Wichita.

Michael and Viola
were married on Jan. 10,
1973. She traveled exten-
sively with her husband,
who worked in construc-

tion. They made many
friends in their travels
and moved to Newton in
2010 prior to retirement. 

Following the loss of a
loved one, you are left
with a few possessions,
knick knacks and photos.
But the most important
thing they leave behind
are the memories and
the hearts they have
touched. We have many
fond memories of our
lives together with Viola,
and she will be greatly
missed.

A memorial service
will be at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 25, at Petersen
Funeral Home Chapel in
Newton, with Pastor
Mark Hoover presiding.
A private committal serv-
ice will be at a later date
in Greenwood Cemetery
in Newton.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Harry Hynes
Memorial Hospice in
care of Petersen Funeral
Home. 

VIOLA M. WILLIAMS

Thursday, Feb. 23
9 a.m.—Community Acupuncture. Call (316) 284-

0000 to reserve your chair. Peace Connections, third
floor above Prairie Harvest.

10 a.m.—NHS Bowling at Regional Tournament. All
Star Lanes, Salina.

10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton
Public Library.

11:30 a.m.—Bethel Softball Doubleheader vs. Briar
Cliff. Bethel College. 

1 p.m.—Wii Bowling. Grand Central.
5 to 6:30 p.m.—American Sign Language Class. Fee

is $25. Newton Recreation Commission, 415 N. Poplar
St.

5:15 p.m.—Tai Chi. Grand Central.
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members

and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

6 p.m.—Teen Game Zone. Newton Public Library.
6:30 p.m.—Computer Guts. Newton Public Library.
6:30 p.m.—Newton Toastmaster Meeting. Newton

Recreation Center, 415 N. Poplar St.
7 p.m.—Harvey County Maker Club. Newton Public

Library.
7 to 8:30 p.m.—Keys to Embracing Aging. Harvey

County Research and Extension Office teaches 12 keys
to grow old successfully. Harvey County Courthouse
Community Room, 800 N. Main.

7 p.m.—Newton Area Cancer Support Group. Guest
Nancy Graber presents Introduction to Yoga. Shalom
Mennonite Church, 800 E. 1st.

7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night. Anyone
age 8 or older is welcome. Full game package is $10,
and early-bird package is $5. American Legion Post 2,
400 S. Spencer Rd.

Friday, Feb. 24
9 to 11 a.m.—Driving Capacity Evaluations. Grand

Central
9:30 a.m.—Spring Toddler Story Time. Newton Pub-

lic Library.
10 a.m.—NHS at State Wrestling Tournament.

Hartman Arena, Park City.
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert.

Grand Central.
6 p.m.—Friday Night Games. Grand Central.
6, 7:30 p.m.—NHS Basketball at Salina Central.

Saturday, Feb. 25
All Day—Bethel Cheer at NAIA Regional Champi-

onships.
9 a.m.—NHS at State Wrestling Tournament. Hart-

man Arena, Park City.
9:15 a.m.—VITA Tax Assistance. Newton Public Li-

brary.
10:30 a.m. to noon—Reversible Holiday Blocks. $20

in advance or $23 at the time of the class. Register at
Gathered Goods, 625 N. Main. 

1 p.m.—Bethel Tennis at Seward County CC.
3 p.m.—Teen MarioKart WiiU Tournament. Newton

Public Library.
5:30 to 8:30 p.m.—Love Your Gallery Soiree. Tickets

are $60 and include dinner and an original live art
auction. Carriage Factory Art Gallery, 128 E. 6th St. 

6 p.m.—Free Chili Supper and a Movie. East Side
United Methodist Church, 1520 E. Broadway.

Sunday, Feb. 26
2 to 4 p.m.—Parent and Child Painting Date. $50

per couple. Newton Recreation Commission, 415 N.
Poplar St. 

3 p.m.—Sunday Afternoon at the Museum. Kauff-
man Museum, 300 E. 27th St., North Newton.

Monday, Feb. 27
All Day—Grand Central Billiards. Four competition

quality tables available for use Monday through Fri-
day at Grand Central.

10 a.m.—Blood Pressure Check. Grand Central.
11:45 a.m. to 6 p.m.—American Red Cross Newton

Community Blood Drive. Call 1-800-RED-CROSS to
schedule your appointment. First Church of the
Nazarene, 1000 N. Main.

11:45 a.m.—Friendship Meals. Call (316) 283-2222
for reservation. Monday through Friday at Grand
Central.

1:30 p.m.—Golden Notes. Call at (316) 283-2222 to
schedule a performance. Grand Central.

4 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Newton Public
Library.

6 p.m.—VITA Tax Assistance. Newton Public Li-
brary.

6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members
and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

7 p.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton Pub-
lic Library.

7 p.m.—Beginners Square Dance Class. Grand Cen-
tral.

8 p.m.—Harvey County Hawks Watch Party. Uni-
versity of Kansas vs. Oklahoma watch party at Aca-
pulco, 217 W. Broadway. A $4 voucher to be used for
food or drink will be provided for each member.

Tuesday, Feb. 28
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.—American Red Cross Newton Com-

munity Blood Drive. Call 1-800-RED-CROSS to sched-
ule your appointment. First Church of the Nazarene,
1000 N. Main.

10:30 a.m.—Bingo. Grand Central.
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Craft Handwork. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert of

Park City. Grand Central.
5 to 8 p.m.—78th Annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake

Supper. $6 for adults, $3 for children 10 and under. St.
Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 2001 Windsor Dr. 

6 p.m.—American Legion Post Closed. American Le-
gion Post 2, 400 S. Spencer.

7 p.m.—Newton City Commission Meeting. City
Hall.

Wednesday, March 1
TBD—NHS Girls Basketball at Sub-State Tourna-

ment.
9:15 a.m.—VITA Tax Assistance. Newton Public Li-

brary.
9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.—Bethel College Life Enrich-

ment. Luyken Fine Arts Center, Bethel College.

Feb. 15
Arrests:
Theft, 600 Blk W 5th,
Ashly Love, warrant,

900 Blk SE Fifth
Kelsey Harris, 28, war-

rant 100 Blk E Sixth
Michael Mohr, 40, driv-

ing with suspended li-
cense, NB I-135

Joe Maldonado, 44,
possession of a stimulant,
2000 Blk W First

Kaisy Whiteford, 19,
domestic battery, 500 Blk
Heather Lane

Shane Leieke, 39,dri-
ving while habitual of-
fender, 100 Blk E Second

Victor Solis, 55, As-
sault, violate protection
order, 900 Blk E Twelfth

Feb. 14
Criminal Calls:
Theft, 600 Blk N Main
Theft, 1700 Blk S

Kansas
Theft, Criminal Dam-

age, 2000 Blk Roanoke Ln
Criminal Threat, Poss

Marij, 100 Blk SW 3rd
Theft, 900 Blk W

Broadway
Arrests:
Tyrone Conwell, 18 ag-

gravated robbery criminal
damage, theft, I-135 MM
35

Christian Cladio, 23,
aggravated robbery, I-135
MM 35,

Feb. 13
Criminal Calls:
Criminal Trespass, 900

Blk W 12th
Criminal Damage, 900

Blk E 1st
Burglary, Theft, 200

Blk Sheffield St
Theft, 600 Blk E 4th

Feb. 12
Criminal Calls:
Poss Marij, Criminal

Use of Weapons, MIP,
Hwy K196

How to run an announcement
Announcements in Newton Now usually run for

$10 with a photo and about 200 words. Send your
birth, engagement, anniversary or wedding an-
nouncement to wendy@harveycountynow.com with
the copy you would like to run and a high resolution
photo. 

If you have any questions about announcements
call: 316-281-7899. 
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Todd Tangeman honored for work with YMCA

The Greater Wichita
YMCA honored Todd
Tangeman, chief operat-
ing officer of Newton
Medical Center as its
first-ever association-
wide volunteer of the
year for the organiza-
tion. 

He was honored at a
recent annual banquet
the YMCA held. 

“It's a wonderful affir-
mation for being in-
volved,” he said. “I also
have to say it was a team
effort. There were a lot
of people that made that
happen,” 

According to Shelley

Conrady of
the YMCA,
Tangeman
received
the award
for serving
as a face
and voice
for the
YMCA dur-
ing community meetings,
recruiting volunteers,
answering e-mails and
phone calls and helped
bring the YMCA's vision
to Newton.

“This year’s award re-
cipient was a truly
strategic leader whose
impact will be felt for
years to come,” Conrady
stated. 

The Newton YMCA
opened last November on

12 acres land donated by
Newton Medical Center.
The hospital also do-
nated around $900,000
to the YMCA's capital
campaign. 

“What started out as
an effort to raise money
for a building turned
into a greater apprecia-
tion for this organization
who views buildings as a
tool to accomplish a mis-
sion and to transform
communities and im-
prove lives,” he said. 

Tangeman said the
YMCA serves as a good
partner and collabora-
tion with the hospital. 

“The hospital is about
wellness, and that's
what the Y is about,” he
said.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Newton Be Nice puts out hot dogs, recognition and a message

When it comes to talk-
ing about bullying, usu-
ally this message is "don't
do this; don't do that."

Don't exclude. Don't
tease. Don't call someone
names.

While all that may have
some effect, a group of
Newton School District
counselors and those in-
volved with social work
wanted to have a different
approach to the problem.

Instead of telling
kids not to be mean,
they're saying, "Newton
Be Nice."

The group started the
"Newton Be Nice" cam-
paign, which offered 500
free hotdogs at the high
school basketball games
Friday night. The cam-
paign also hosted carnival
activities as a way of set-
ting an example for stu-
dents to be proactive in
their behavior.

"It came about to pro-
mote behaviors we
wanted to see," Newton
High School Counselor
Jana Crittenden said as
she cooked up hot dogs in
the school commons.

Crittenden said the
campaign looks to recog-
nize district students for
random acts of kindness
and other acts of good
character and behavior.

The group planned for
the names of students
from across the district
who committed good acts
to be read at the basket-
ball games.

Educators, as well as
student and community
groups such as Chisholm
Community Pride, Jag
and FCCLA, helped with
the carnival games.

Crittenden said the
event was funded in part
by the Birdies Against
Bullies Golf Tournament.

She said the event is
serving as an experiment

to see if such activities
should continue on a regu-
lar basis.

It also happened to
occur on Feb. 17, which is
Random Acts of Kindness
Day. Crittenden said that
was a happy accident.

Student's honored for
good acts:

Northridge: Caroline
Rickard and Noah Jestice

Slate Creek: Jackie
Roldan Felix, Kashus
Henry

Sunset: Lillith Jones,
Jensen Livesay

Southbreeze: Bailey

Rhoades, Nathan Bun-
gard

Walton: Madelynn
Ryan, Davin Treffer

Chisholm: Bradley
Parks, Fatima Bravo

Santa Fe: Santa Fe
SPARKS Club

The event also had a
number of local busi-
nesses and organizations
help sponsor it, including
the Newton Rotary Club,
Excel Industries, Dillons,
Wendy's, Sonic, Berkshire
Hathaway Home Services,
Connie Vajnar/Realty
Connections.

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
High School Counselor Jana Crittenden laughs as she supervises hot dog efforts at Friday's Newton Be Nice
event.

Housing projects in Newton finally progressing
Work is finally set to

begin on two long-dis-
cussed apartment com-
plexes in Newton.

The Prairie Fire Devel-
opment group held a
groundbreaking ceremony
Friday, Feb. 17, at the site
of its planned $11 million,
63-unit complex, which
will sit next to Wal-Mart
off of Windward Drive. 

Local dignitaries did the
official scooping of the dirt
on a balmy February day.
The groundbreaking
marked a year and a half
of progress for the com-
plex. 

“I look at guys like Al
Vogts and I say, ‘Get your
machine and let's get to
work,’” Kelly Hrabe,

owner and president of
Prairie Fire, said, com-
menting that the warm
weather would make a
perfect time to start con-
struction. 

Vogts, of Vogts Parga
Construction, later said
that crews would start
work on the project in
about four weeks and
start dirt work in one
week.

The completion date for
complex is set for the
spring of 2018, however
move ins to the two and
three bedroom duplex
units will likely start
sooner as each one comes
online. 

The project would in-
clude both affordable
housing for those making
between 40 and 60 per-
cent of the median income
and market value hous-
ing. For the complex af-

fordable housing rates
would range from $445-
$725 for a two-bedroom
apartment and $500-$995
for a three-bedroom apart-
ment. Apartment rents
would be based on a per-
centage of disposable in-
come from 30-35 percent.

Vogts-Parga will con-
duct the complex's con-
struction and has also
started work installing in-
frastructure at Cotton-
wood Crossing located at
SE 24th Street near I-
135.The complex owned
by Heartland Partners
will feature 32 units of
moderate income housing.

Vogts said that both
projects would make for
some busy upcoming
months for the Newton
firm. 

It is also in the process
of constructing an office
complex in North Newton.

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Members of Prairie Fire Development, and city development groups pose with the ceremonial golden shov-
els Friday to celebrate the groundbreaking of the complex. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Tangeman

More news at harveycountynow.com!



Rosalind Scudder
wants to wrap peo-
ple who are sick in

caring warmth, and she
does that by knitting
prayer shawls.

The shawls are much
appreciated.

“What a beautiful labor
of love,” one of the shawl
recipients wrote in a
thank-you note (Scudder
didn't want to use the
person's name). “I love
my cozy shawl—perfect
for these chilly, wintry
evenings, but mainly, I
love you for your idea and
the hours of stitchery.
And to have it blessed by
your priest—lovely and so
meaningful.”

The recipient went on
to write she doing well,
and “chemo ain't fun, but
I could have it worse.”
She wrote her most an-
noying side effect is the
fatigue.

Newton resident Scud-
der, who's now retired,
started knitting when she
was in the fifth grade and
then picked it up again
later in life.

“The thing that got me
started again, my sister's
daughter has cancer,”
Scudder said. “She can
crochet, but she can't
knit. I can knit, but I
can't crochet.”

So, Scudder's sister
asked her to knit her

daughter a prayer shawl.
“The other thing that

this does for me—not all
the time—I'm praying for
them,” Scudder said
about the people for
whom she's making the
shawls. “I feel like that
goes into the scarves, as
well.”

Also into the shawls,
Scudder stitches a tiny
cross.

When Scudder, who's
doing this ministry
through St. Matthew's
Episcopal Church in
Newton, is done with the
shawls, they're placed
near the St. Matthew's
altar, and the father
blesses them during Sun-
day morning services.

“To me, it's important
to have it blessed,” Scud-
der said, adding one lady
with the church keeps
track of where the shawls
are sent.

Although there isn't a
prayer shawl group at the
church, other church
members also make such
shawls. This is no waiting
list, currently, and if
someone wishes to get a
shawl, he or she can call
the church at 316-283-
3310 or Scudder at 316-
283-1841. A shawl
recipient doesn't need to
be a member of the
church, and Scudder said
she also made shawls
through the church years
ago.

Another benefit Scud-
der has from making the
shawls, besides helping

others, is helping herself.
“It's really relaxing to

do,” she said, adding she
can knit while on road
trips or at night at home.

Right now, Scudder is
working on a shawl,
using fluffy, red yarn, for
one of her friends and for-
mer co-worker, who was
on the faculty at Wichita
State University. Several
years ago, the friend had
a double mastectomy and
was doing well. Just re-
cently, she was diagnosed
with spine and liver can-
cer, Scudder said, adding
the woman's favorite
color is red, and that's
why the shawl is red.

In addition, Scudder's
best friend, who also
worked with her at WSU,
had open-heart surgery,
and she made a shawl for
her.

“Also made one for an-
other gal I worked with
at WSU,” Scudder said.
“All three of us were on
the faculty at the same
time.”

Scudder helped out by
making her a shawl. One
shawl was purple, and
the other was green.

The shawls are appreci-
ated.

“I can't tell you how
much I am enjoying my
soft and comforting
shawl,” another recipient
wrote. “I keep it by my
side and over my shoul-
ders most of the time to
keep the chill away. I'm
becoming a proper old
lady but a stylish one.”
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All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

4:00pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church

2600 College Avenue
North Newton

9:30am  Worship 10:30am
Fellowship 10:50am 

Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple Church
of God in Christ

226 E. 11th
10:00am Sunday School

11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:00am Sunday School

9:45 am Fellowship
10:30am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship

10:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel A.M.E.
Church

711 E. 11th Street
9:45am Sunday School

1:30pm Worship

Hillcrest Community
Church - A

Foursquare Church
431 W. 12th

9:30am Cafe Connect
10:30am Worship

Iglesia Del Nazareno
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible
Church

900 Old Main
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship”

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass
10:30am Sunday Mass

6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Educ. 6:30pm 

Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship
11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
326 E 2nd, Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston

Agency
614 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiro
1525 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-8544
www.jaspersonchiroprac-

ticnewton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
http://thecreationstation.

vpweb.com

701 Cafe
701 N. Main St, Newton

(316) 804-4573
www.701cafe.com

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main St., Newton

(316) 284-0636
clayworksgallery.word-

press.com

Allmetal Recycling
401 W 1st St, Newton

(316) 283-6305
http://allmetal-
recycling.com/

Special thanks to the following 
supporters of the church directory:

To become a sponsor, please contact Shannin Rettig at shannin@harveycountynow or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area
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Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

Scudder makes prayer shawls for those who are sick
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Rosalind Scudder knits a prayer
shawl.

Comforter Blitz looking
for volunteers

HAVEN—The 2017
Mennonite Central Com-
mittee Comforter Blitz
will be March 6 through 8
at Journey Mennonite
Church@Yoder campus in
Haven.

If a person can tie a
knot, pin fabric or ma-
chine stitch, that person
is welcome to attend.

For several days every
spring, women gather at
South Hutch’s
Journey@Yoder to assem-
ble comforters for MCC.
These are among the
50,967 blankets and com-
forters that MCC distrib-
uted overseas in the last
year to those displaced by
or seeking refuge from po-
litical unrest or natural
disasters. 

They sent 22,230 to Jor-
dan for the Syrian
refugees. 

This is your opportunity
to work with a wide vari-
ety of women on a project
for Mennonite Central
Committee.

The church is at 3605 E.
Longview Road in Haven,
one mile north of Yoder.

The Kansas Friends of
MCC committee organizes
the blitz.

Times are 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Monday, March 6; 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday,
March 7; and 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Wednesday, March 8.

For information, call
Shirley Jost at 785-250-
7437 or Carol Peters at
316-283-4232.

Shrove Pancake Supper to
be Feb. 28

The 78th Annual Shrove
Pancake Supper will be
from 5 to 8 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 28, at St. Matthew's
Espiscopal Church, 2001
Windsor Drive.

Pancakes, ham, apple-
sauce and a beverage will
be served.

The cost is $6 for adults
and $3 for children 10 and
younger.

—For Newton Now

FAITH NEWS

Want more? If you don’t subscribe to Newton Now then you miss out on excusive content online, breaking news, and special subscriber only offers. Hit us up at: harveycountynow.com and sign up!
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PRODUCTION HELP WANTED
MONDAY-FRIDAY

2nd shift   4:00pm  -  12:00am
3rd shift  12:00am  -  8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

FT – Press Operators 
$12.50/hr All shifts

FT - General Labor 
$10-$13/hr All shifts

FT - Maintenance 
$15/hr BOE

Chase County Detention
Center is taking 

applications for a 

Jail Administrator
Salary based on experience.

Send resume to:
Chase County Clerk Office,

PO Box 529
Cottonwood Falls, KS
66845 • 620-273-6423

Job Description available
from Clerk’s office. 

If you enjoy caring
for the elderly, come

be a part of our team!

Diversicare of Council
Grove has openings for

CNAs. Apply at
http://www.dvcr.com

For questions, call Becky
Johnson, RN DON or

Betty Cox RN ADON at 
620-767-5172.

EOE and Drug Free Facility

Office Administrator - General Office
Growing financial services firm is looking for a person

with good communication skills to handle varied 
responsibilities including heavy phone and 

face-to-face client contact for entry-level position. 
Must be organized self-started. 

To be considered for this position, apply online at 
www.edwardjones.com/careers

Equal Opportunity Employer

Accepting applications for the
full-time position of Water
and Sewer Maintenance
Worker.  This is a 40 hour a
week position and is a non-
exempt position under FLSA.
The position performs skilled
and semi-skilled work in the
maintenance of the water and
sewer systems.  Maintains
water distribution and sewer
lines and operating depart-
ment equipment are the pri-
mary responsibilities of this
position.  This employee
should possess a strong me-
chanical aptitude and effec-
tive communication and
public relation skills. High
School diploma or GED re-
quired.  Salary rang D.O.Q.
Application deadline Febru-
ary 28, 2017.  Applications
and complete Job Description
may be obtained from City of
Herington, 17 North Broad-
way, Herington, KS 67449,
785-258-2271. EOE.

HELP WANTED:  

WATER AND SEWER 
MAINTENANCE

WORKER

Family and Consumer Sci-
ences opportunity in Flint

Hills District, office in
Council Grove, Kansas. 

See: www.ksre.ksu.edu/jobs
for responsibilities, 

qualifications, and applica-
tion procedure. Application

Deadline: 2/27/17. 

K-State Research and 
Extension is an EOE of indi-
viduals with disabilities and

protected veterans. Back-
ground check required.

EXTENSION AGENT

Diesel Mechanic
We are Currently looking for a Diesel Mechanic to work on our 

customer's commercial fleets. We are looking for a computer Literate
person or at least willing to train on our Service System. Mechanical

Experience is preferred but will train the right candidate. Heavy Lifting
is required. We are an International Trucks Dealership with a full 

Service department and parts room. International, Cummins, 
Catapillar engine repair experience is a plus. Transmission Gear 
repair Experience is a plus. Must be willing to work Overtime.

We have an Excellent Benefits Package. 
Please fill out the Application @williamsservice.com on the careers
tab or you can also stop by anytime 7:30a - 5:30p Monday - Friday
and 7:30a - 12:00p on Saturday, and fill out a Paper Application. 

We are located at 1101 Main Street in Florence, Kansas. 66851.
(620)878-4225

Opening for a Full-time

position at St. Luke 

Hospital

Person will oversee:

▪Quality

▪Risk Management

▪Compliance

36 hours per week; 
Benefits included.

Send resume to Human 
Resources Director

St. Luke Hospital and 
Living Center

535 South Freeborn
Marion, KS  66861

Apply online @ www.slhmarion.org

St. Luke Living Center

Part-time CNA

Evenings and nights

and Part-time RN

Contact:  Janet Herzet,
Living Center Director
620-382-2177, Ext. 354
St. Luke Hospital and 

Living Center
535 South Freeborn
Marion, KS  66861

Apply online @ www.slhmarion.org

Please contact Human Resources at
785-366-7213 or cweis@agritrails.com

for details about how to submit 
an application.

ATC, a growth oriented agricultural company in central
Kansas, is seeking the right candidate to fill the role of

FUEL TRUCK DRIVER at our Durham service station.

Qualified candidates must have a good driving record, and have
the ability to receive a Class A CDL with hazardous materials and
tanker endorsements. We offer competitive wages, an excellent

benefits package and flexible work environment.  

Full Time Concrete Laborers 
in Newton, Kansas 

M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Previous concrete or construction 

experience is a plus but we do offer 
on-the-job-training as well.

Excellent benefits including health/ 
dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 

retirement, vacation and holidays. 
Please contact the main office at

2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 
an application or 

call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

Prestressed Concrete is seeking

Accepting applications for
the full-time position of Me-
chanic.  This is a 40 hour a
week position and is a non-
exempt position under FLSA.
This position is responsible
for performing equipment
and vehicle maintenance, re-
pair gas and diesel engines,
small engines, and hy-
draulics.  This employee
should possess a strong me-
chanical and technical apti-
tude, with effective
communication and public
relation skills, and pass the
required drug test. High
School diploma or GED re-
quired.  Salary range D.O.Q.
Application deadline March
31, 2017.  Applications and
complete Job Description
may be obtained from City of
Herington, 17 North Broad-
way, Herington, KS 67449,
785-258-2271. EOE.

HELP WANTED:  

MECHANIC

1 Merchandise

Automobile
1969 Dodge Charger R/T 440 Magnum
with A33 Track Pack $16,500,
jj583092@gmail.com / 620-450-6504. 7-
1tc

Motorcycle
2008 Harley Davidson Ultra Classic, all
options, perfect. 620-381-1042. 7-2tp

Wanted
Wanted: Barnwood, old doors, porch
posts & windows. 620-382-6393. 7-4tc
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Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

2 Announcements

3 For Rent

Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn 

Large 1 Bedroom Apt. Hillsboro for 1 Re-
sponsible Adult. Partially furnished. Quite
neighborhood. May consider obedient dog.
620-947- 3535 leave a message. 7-tfn

Nice, quiet, 2 BR Newton Apartment.  Joe
Robb 316-284-4202. 7-2tc

Homes
211 S. Lincoln. Hillsboro. 4 bedroom, 1
bath Victorian house available immediately.
Kitchen appliances furnished.  No smoking.
No pets.  620-877-7887.52-tfn

For Rent- Hillsboro. 3 bed/ 1bath/ 1 de-
tached garage, appliances- washer and
dryer, refrigerator, stove. No smoking, No
Pets. 316-300-8668.   $550 per month 6-
2tp

2 bedroom house with appliances, CH/A,
located in Hillsboro. 620-245-1648. 7-2tp

For Rent in Peabody! 2 bed house with
stove, fridge and garage. Washer/dryer
hookup, no pets, no smoking. $400/month.
316-617-8396 7-1tp

Garage Sales

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1500.00 in KC.  $2200.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call
785 655 9430 or go online to
Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, availability
& Freight estimates.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Great Plains Trucking of Salina, KS is
looking for experienced OTR Tractor Trailer
Flatbed Drivers or recent Driving School
graduates. Our Drivers travel 48 U.S. states
as well as the lower Canadian provinces.
We offer excellent compensation, benefits,
home time and equipment. Please contact
Brett or Judy at 785-823-2261 or brettw@gp-
trucking.com, judym@gptrucking.com

MISCELLANEOUS
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BATTERIES
for Life!  Call to start your free trial!  877-
687-4650

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions accepted.
Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-268-9386

Lenders Offering Special Gov’t Programs
for Mobile Homes and $0 Down for Land
Owners. Promo homes with reduced down
payments. Use Tax Refund for additional
incentives. Singles from $39,900. Doubles
from $59,900  866-858-6862

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Lung Cancer?  And 60+ Years Old?  If So,
You And Your Family May Be Entitled To A
Significant Cash Award.  Call 866-327-
2721 To Learn More.  No Risk.  No Money
Out Of Pocket.

RV/Outdoor Show – Overland Park Kansas
Convention Center. Friday 2/24 1-7pm, Sat-
urday 2/25 10am-7pm, Sunday 2/26 11am-
4pm. $750,000 Class A Pushers to Tiny
Teardrops! www.OPRVshow.com  1-800-
756-4788.

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA
approved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying
your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan Modifi-
cation? Is the bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner's Relief Line now for
Help!  855-401-4513

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE &
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill-
Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

EDUCATION
Is having your HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA a
New Year’s Resolution for you? FREE
BROCHURE! Call 904-381-1935 or visit on-
line at www.FCAHighSchooll.ORG. First
Coast Academy Nationally
Accredited.(MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY/UP!Processing Mail
from home! Free Information. Send SASE:
Lists, Box 396, Dept. IA, Springhouse, PA
19477-0396 (MCN)

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 Weekly
Mailing Brochures From Home!

No Experience Required. Helping home
workers since 2001! Genuine Opportunity.
Start Immediately! www.IncomeMailers.net
(VOID IN SD, WI) (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.homemoney77.com (MCN)

Attention Roofers and Contractors!! Are
you looking for more income, free time
and/or owning your own business? Seeking
individuals to apply commercial spray-on
roof coatings. Must be honest, highly mo-
tivated, teachable & reachable. Startup fee
includes training. Serious inquiries only.
Call 1-855-222-1986 today,for more info!
(MCN)

TRUCK DRIVERS. CDL-A Company Drivers
and Owner Operators. Great pay and ben-
efits. Driver friendly. All miles paid. Many
bonuses. Home when needed. Nice equip-
ment. Paid weekly. WWW.MCFGTL.COM
Call now 507-437-9905 (MCN)

Drive with Uber. You'll need a Smartphone.
It's fun and easy. For more information,
call: 1-800-902-9366 (MCN)

FOR SALE
FRUIT & NUT TREES.Blueberry, Strawberry,
Grape, Asparagus, Evergreen & Hardwood
Plants & MORE! FREE catalog. WOOD-
STOCK NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95,
Neillsville, WI 54456. Toll Free 888-803-
8733 wallace-woodstock.com (MCN)

Trailer Sale: TOW Dollies 4 modelsStarting
at $999.00;6'X12' V-nose, ramp door
$2,750.00; 4-Place Snowmobiletrailers
SAVE$$; Scissor lift trailers; Dump trailers
14 Models starting at $2,799.00; FUEL
TANK trailers; Trailer Repairs & 100's of
trailer parts.
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com 515-972-
4554 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
(MCN)

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 1-800-263-4059 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer! FREE BATTERIES
for Life! Call to start your free trial! 855-
982-0724 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?Shoulder Pain?
Get a pain-relieving brace at little or NO
cost to you. Medicare Patients Call Health
Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-
800-795-9687 (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00!Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. Call today 1-888-403-
7751 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed.
No contract or commitment. We buy your
existing contract up to $500! 1-800-919-
3588 (MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-
800-712-9365 (MCN)

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming. FREE Install (up
to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-800-
390-3140 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-442-
5148 (MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. Call
NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home& family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! Call Now! 1-888-
607-9294 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock in 2-Year Price
Guarantee ($50/month) w/AT&T Wireless.
Over 145 Channels PLUS Popular Movie
Networks for Three Months, No Cost! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card when
you sign up today - Limited time Only.
CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid op-
erators, just real people like you. Browse
greetings, exchange messages and connect
live. Try it free. Call now: 800-357-4970
(MCN)

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL & IN)
(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-
0205 (MCN)

FINANCIAL

Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop

wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled

tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax

debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you

down? We can help reduce payments and

get finances under control, call: 866-871-

1626 (MCN)

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

Line ads: $7.50 for
20 words,

then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display: 
$12.75 per col. inch 

(minimum of 1x2 
at $25.50)

Call 620-947-5702 or or email: 
natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Classified Deadline Mondays at Noon
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per week than boys. So I
take that as meaning I’ll
never be at the same level
as my wife in seeing dust
or random papers strewn
across the kitchen coun-
tertops. 

But, I’ve been working
hard to help out, with a
sincere effort to keep the
interior of the house look-
ing good. And, while I
admit that it may not al-
ways meet her stringent
standard, she also hasn’t
had to replace anything
after it crashed to the floor
because I was supposed to
“move it so a dust ring

isn’t left behind.”
To my wife, it seems

that cleanliness is actually
evidence of good work-
ethic, self-respect and
strong self-discipline. In
that capacity, and since
I’m in charge, I just rec-
ommend that people don’t
visit us until she’s feeling
better…

Ken Knepper, who has
actually garnered some

knowledge through his ef-
forts of helping out around
the house—mainly that his

teenage son comes in
handy as the newly ap-
pointed family duster—

can be reached at
KKnepper@TheCSB.com.

KNEPPER
From Page 6

Hub moves huge amount of mattresses

Turns out going out
of business can be
good business for
mattress sales. 

Mattress Hub, 1417
N Main St., has been
in a two-month-long
process of closing
down, and the signs
announcing the clo-
sure are hard to miss,
either on the store or
with the people on
the corners each day
announcing mattress
sales, and over that

time period, Tony
Truitt, who's working
as a liquidator at the
store, said he believes
it's sold more mat-
tresses during the
sale than it had in the
last few years. 

Truitt said cus-
tomers bought 600-
plus beds during the
sale period. 

Truitt and the store
will try to sell the re-
maining beds by Sat-
urday, which is its
final day of operation. 

He said the reason
for the store closing is

that Wichita and
McPherson residents
are about to buy beds
in their own town and
that business from
Newton was not quite
enough to make it
worth keeping the
Newton location open. 

He added that the
store went from hav-
ing beds stacked to
the ceiling to just 20
to 30 left. The loca-
tion is offering beds
at deep discounts and
will do so until its
final day on Satur-
day.

BY BENITO OLAIS

AND ADAM STRUNK

Garden Show
coming up
in March

The Harvey County Home And
Garden Show will be Saturday
and Sunday, March 11 and 12, at
the National Guard Armory. 

The event will last from 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. March 11 and noon
to 5 p.m. March 12. 

Admission is $1. The event fea-
tures plant suppliers, a farmers
market, door prizes and exhibits.

—Newton Now staff
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton freshman Ty Berry takes on a Salina South double team in the first half of a 57-53 win over the Cougars on Feb. 17 in Newton. 

On the courts
Family competition has made the Berry siblings stronger

As former University
of Kansas defensive end
Tony Berry rolls down
the highway, music helps
to pass the time during
the long miles. This win-
ter, he has put plenty of
miles on the car, travel-
ing from his home in
Kansas City to Newton to
see one of the best shows
on the hardwood in a
basketball crazed state.
It is a show he wouldn’t
miss because it is star-
ring his kids, junior Jada
playing on one of the best
girls teams in the state
and freshman Ty, a 20-
point per game scorer for
the Railer boys.

“It goes by knowing I
get to see my kids and
knowing that I get to
watch them play basket-
ball and perform on the
court,” Tony said. “I’m
going to do it again next
year.”

Entering his freshman
season in Newton, Ty
was facing a certain
amount of uncertainty
with how his season
would play out in the
first attempt at varsity
basketball playing
mostly against older
kids. But as the youngest
of four athletic siblings
with oldest sister Nicole,

brother Tevin and sister
Jada, playing up in age is
something he has been
doing his entire life. And
with the Berry siblings,
allowing each other to
have easy buckets with-
out working for them was
not in the cards, baby of
the family or not.

“It was definitely very
competitive, and we all
were pushing each other
to be the best we could
be,” Jada said. “Ty al-
ways played on Tevin’s
club teams. That is a big
thing, because Tevin is
four years older than Ty
is. So Ty was always hav-
ing to step it up and be
the bigger guy. My older
sister played when she
was younger, and I would
always go to her games.
It was very competitive,
and we were always at
basketball tournaments.
We definitely encouraged
each other and held our-
selves accountable for
getting in the gym, work-
ing hard on what we
needed to work on. We all
knew what each other’s
goals were so we just
were making sure we
were doing everything we
could to push each other
to achieve those goals.”

Coming out of the
locker room after a
thrilling 57-53 win over
Salina South, capping a
second-half comeback, Ty

is met by a group of
young kids just looking
for the opportunity to
shake his hand. It was
another 20-point game
for Ty and another win
for Newton as the Railers
continue to put it to-
gether late in the season.

The attention can be a

lot to handle. But like
growing up playing up in
age with Tevin, the kids
help keep him humble.
They keep him from for-
getting about the impact
his current celebrity can
have.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton junior Jada Berry celebrates a bucket in the first half of a 53-
35 win over the Cougars on Feb. 17 in Newton. 

See BERRY / 14

Seven Newton High School Railers are ready for state on Friday, Saturday

On the bus ride to God-
dard High School for the
5A regional wrestling
tournament, there is
plenty of reason for every
team to be filled with anx-
iety. With Goddard and
Arkansas City represent-
ing the top two teams in
the state, regardless of
classification and a new
format with only two re-
gionals, qualification is
tough. There are no easy
tickets being punched.

But for Newton head
coach Tommy Edgmon,
the ride to the regional
tournament was just a
ride home to a place
where a kid won three
state titles wrestling for
the Lions under Brett

Means before growing up
to coach the Railers.

“This is where it started
for me, wrestling in this
gym at duals,” Edgmon
said. “The head coach at
Goddard [Means] was my
coach when I was in God-
dard, so it does bring back
memories.”

With Goddard winning
six out of the last 11 state
championships, the Lions
are the program the rest
of the state is trying to
chase. Bringing the coach-
ing intensity he learned
wrestling in high school,
Edgmon has the Railers
unafraid of the big stage,
qualifying seven wrestlers
for the state tournament
with two regional champi-
ons in Logan Treaster at
120 pounds and Wyatt
Hendrickson at 182
pounds, a runner-up with
Cyle Gautschi at 220

pounds, a third-place fin-
isher with Grant Treaster
at 106 pounds, two fifth-
place finishers with Brody
Roberson at 132 pounds
and Colby Beer at 195
and a sixth-place finisher

with Andrew Trowbridge
at 126 pounds. 

The Railers finished
with 132 points for a
fourth-place finish in a re-
gional with five of the top
10 teams in 5A, including

the top two. 
After a freshman sea-

son taking his lumps
wrestling up a weight
class, Hendrickson has
had a monstrous sopho-
more campaign, climbing
all the way to No. 2 at 182
pounds in the all-class
rankings. After an 8-2 de-
cision over Salina Cen-
tral’s Taylon Peters in the
regional finals, Hendrick-
son is heading to the state
tournament with his
sights set on a possible re-
match with top-ranked
Clay Lautt from St.
James in the state finals.

Last season, wrestling
up in weight, combined
with his lack of experi-
ence as a freshman, made
things rough for Hen-
drickson. But he credits
the experience with mak-
ing him the successful
wrestler he has been this

season. And after a slow
start to the season, when
Hendrickson started to
see his potential, he
rededicated himself to the
sport, giving 100 percent
as opposed to the 80 he
was giving before. The
success built on itself for a
meteoric rise through the
ranks, beating nearly
every who’s who at 182
pounds in the state.

Everyone except Lautt,
who pinned Hendrickson
in Garden City. It is a loss
that stings the Newton
wrestler, because he
knows he got caught mak-
ing a mistake in a match
that wasn’t his best effort.
It was a loss that has him
pulling at the chain to get
another shot in Hartman
Arena.

For senior Logan

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Bethel head coach Morris Lolar addresses the media during the Kansas
Collegiate Athletic Conference football media day on Aug. 5 in Wichita.

See RAILERS / 14

Bethel plants a flag
in the early history

of KCAC cheer

When Joseph Gogus came to Bethel College as the
head cheerleading coach, he wanted his cheerleaders
to become the face of the campus. And in the last two
years, the group has not only become an easily recog-
nizable group in North Newton but has become a re-
gional power, opening eyes in cheerleading around
the nation, including the winners of five out of the
last six national championships Oklahoma City Uni-
versity.

“I think it is gaining the respect of their program,”
Gogus said. “From my experience when I first got
here, their team just kind of did their own thing. I’m
not going to say that they didn’t respect other teams,
but they weren’t really worried about other teams in
our region, especially teams from our conference.
They weren’t worried about teams in our conference.
In one of the first recruiting events that I went to
this year, they were quick to come up and ask me
how things were going. It was almost like, if they
were worried about anybody, they were worried
about us. For me, that makes me feel good to have a
defending national championship program wonder-
ing how you are doing.”

Last season, the sport was in invitational status.
But Gogus and the Threshers treated it like an offi-
cial sport. The team improved throughout the season
and made it to nationals, where Bethel finished in
eighth place.

This season, the NAIA granted cheerleading an of-
ficial status, clearing the way for Bethel to continue
to improve recruiting, with scholarship money avail-
able, as the bar for competitiveness was raised
around the country and in the Kansas Collegiate
Athletic Conference (KCAC). And in the first ever of-
ficial KCAC conference championship, the Threshers
took the first conference championship. And Bethel
did it with a score in the 70s, which was only out-
done in the region by OCU.

“It definitely lets us leave a mark for the standard
of Bethel cheer to be one of the top competitors not
only in the conference but nationally as well this
year,” Gogus said. “It feels pretty good to be able to
kick everything off when it is the first official year.”

The building of the program has been done one
day at a time. And it was done largely with athletes
who hadn’t cheered before. Athletes like junior
Veronica Ziegler, who was a track star at Hesston
High School, and Lily Funk, who was a gymnast at
Olathe North, have been able to thrive using their
explosiveness. By learning the sport and improving
daily, they have been a part of a group that has seen
some bigger picture goals fall into place, like taking
eighth at nationals a year ago and becoming the first
team to win an official KCAC title.

The designation as an official sport has encour-
aged them to continue on, as well as the support the

COURTESY PHOTO
Kendra Gonzales is hoisted into the air by Blayne Stump for a stunt at
the Kansas Collegiate Athletic Conference championship on Feb. 10.

See CHEER / 14



“It is really sweet,” Ty
said. “I love the kids. I
always talk to them. It is
great. I know I always
have to keep a good head
on my shoulders and al-
ways do the right thing,
even when no one is look-
ing. And that just builds
character. It shows the
little kids what they need
to do.”

But that kind of ac-
countability is just a way
of life for the Berry kids.
They have always had to
be accountable to each
other. It is a high bar
that exists off the court
as much as it does on. 

“They are always en-
couraging other and
pushing each other,”
mother Julie Marshall
said. “And it is just in
every aspect: in grades
and accountability and
friends and boyfriends
and girlfriends. They will
tell each other, ‘Hey, I
don’t think he is good
enough for you, or we
don’t like her.’ Nicole, she

just got engaged and
when she introduced us
to Ryan, her fiancé, she
told him, ‘If the other
three kids don’t like you,
you are gone.’ It is very
important that they have
boyfriends and girl-
friends that fit in. They
are very close.”

Growing up, Nicole and
Jada established sibling
dominance early. 

“We’re in charge in this
house,” Jada said. “Al-
ways beating them up
and stuff. But it was a
loving fight.”

Having to fight them
off, Tevin and Ty learned
to get tough. 

Playing on an AAU
team in his older
brother’s age group pre-
pared Ty for an immedi-
ate impact with Newton
as a freshman. 

“That was probably the
most competitive ball I
have every played,” Ty
said. “We always played
up. We never played
down to our competition.
We always played two or
three years up, and that
helped to build confi-
dence for everybody that

was on that team. It re-
ally helped because now
that I am a freshman
playing three, four years
up.”

The spotlight has not
been too big, because he
has prepared for it. 

And with her role with
the Newton girls, Jada is
ready for a big spotlight
as well. 

And though Marshall
has spent their entire
lives watching them play
basketball, the enjoy-
ment she gets watching
them goes beyond the
court.

“We are just so proud
of them,” Marshall said.
“And proud of who they
are and the character
that they have and just
their unselfishness and
the way they care about
other people and the way
that they care about each
other. They are just re-
ally good kids.”

Treaster, he is now a per-
fect 4-for-4 in regional
championship finals,
which is no small accom-
plishment. But the real
goal will be the chase for a
second career state cham-
pionship this weekend. 

And though this is the
final week of his high
school career leading up
to his final state tourna-
ment, now is not the time
for Treaster to sit and
think back on a high
school career that is com-
ing to an end.

“I really just want to get
to state and focus all week
long,” Treaster said. “This
is my last week of the sea-
son. I have just got to put
one really solid week, four
practices together and put
two days together so I can
get on top of that podium.
There will be a little re-
flection, but not really.
I’ve got four more years of
wrestling after this, so I

really want to focus in for
one more tournament.”

Treaster won a regional
championship with a 6-1
decision over Will
Spexarth, who was
wrestling in front of his
home crowd in Goddard.
The two may meet up
again late in the state
tournament with hopes of
a state title hanging in
the balance.

The rough season Hen-
drickson had last season
pales in comparison to
what Gautschi had to go
through. After suffering
an injury early, Gautschi
lost nearly the entire sea-
son having to watch his
teammates wrestle from
the sidelines. He tried to
rush a comeback in time
for the regional tourna-
ment, but there wasn’t
enough time for him to get
in proper shape for a real-
istic shot at qualifying. 

“Last year I was out all
year,” Gautschi said. “I
tried to come back on
Wednesday and tried to
practice and come to the

regionals, but I didn’t
make it. [This year] I’m
looking to place top four
hopefully. I am going in
aggressive, keep fighting
and see how it goes.”

Gautschi was aggres-
sive in the regional finals
against Chase Holle from
Valley Center but dropped
a 4-3 decision to an oppo-
nent he beat at the Derby
tournament. Holle used
Gautschi’s aggression
against him to get the
win. 

“I was hoping I would
get ahead again, and then
he just countered my
shot,” Gautschi said. “I
like being aggressive with
all my matches. I just
came up short.”

With seven wrestlers
heading to Harman
Arena, the mission lead-
ing up to state will be
simple: put your head
down all week and stay
busy practicing in order to
block out the tournament
ahead. Newton will take
care of business in prac-
tice in order to take care

of business at state, which
could land the Railers in
the top seven or better.

“We all have individual
goals,” Edgmon said. “And
if we take care of our indi-
vidual goals, the team
goals will take care of
themselves. We took
fourth here at a very
tough regional. I think we
are capable of sneaking in
the top six or seven. I
think we are capable of
that.”
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Meeting all your
banking needs

Meeting all your
banking needs

Member FDIC
NMLS: 791580

Financial Services including:
Personal • Business
Agriculture • Loans

Stop by one our locations today.

Newton North
1225 N. Main
(316)283-3035

Newton Wal-Mart
1701 S. Kansas Ave

(316)283-7350

Newton  South
2315 S. Kansas Ave

(316)283-7478

 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

Patrick Charlsen

Family Owned, Locally Operated, Customer Valued

800-279-8207 / 316-804-4946
ww.charlseninsurance.com

Acrylic Paintings for Sale
by Virgil Penner

Mojos Coffee Shop
Bethel College 

Campus

Gust Orthodontics
store window 
504 N. Main

Available at:

&

Check out website: virgilapennerart.com

Celebrate with a Thank You Bowling Party!

Saturday, March 11, 4:00-6:00 at Play-Mor Lanes 

* Pizza * Green beer (must be 21 or older)

Recruit 5 people and form a team of 6.

Raise funds to match a child with a “Big.”

Call 316-259-3329
to form a team or 

go to 
www.4kidsake.org

Great prizes 
including a 55”

flat screen
Smart TV!

Wear your 
favorite ST.

PATRICK’S Day
apparel!

Collegiate T-Shirt 
for raising $160 

or more!

Free 
will 

donation

For more information, call Cathy at 316-284-9723

Newton Chorale’s 40th Season

Sunday, March 5
6:30 pm

Bethel College Mennonite Church
North Newton

RAILERS
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program has received as it
has found success.
“I think it makes us want
our goals even more,”
Ziegler said. “Last year it
was just, ‘Oh we’re not a
sport so it doesn’t really
count.’ We were just test-
ing the waters. But this
year we are like, ‘No, we
are making it to nation-
als. We are winning na-
tionals. This is what we
are doing.’”

“It would be really cool
to think that people come
to Bethel just for cheer,”
Funk said, “instead of
like, ‘Oh yeah, I am in
music and I guess I can
continue cheerleading.
The freshman that came
this year came specifically
just for cheer. I think that
is really awesome and
great for the school to
think that this is the rea-
son why they chose our
school.”

The freshmen who came
to Bethel are Blayne

Stump from Crook, Colo.,
and Michaela Stevens
from Choctaw, Okla. In
Colorado, Stump grew up
in a state with a much
bigger emphasis in cheer.
And his love for the sport
made him want to con-
tinue on in college. While
at a cheer camp in Den-
ver, Gogus noticed Stump
and saw the potential to
keep his program rolling
with the talent he saw.

The rising star of
Bethel cheer made it easy
for Stump to take the
scholarship that was of-
fered.

“I was really excited
when I heard they had
won the conference in the
previous year and had
done well at nationals,”
Stump said. “That boosted
my decision to come here.
I was really excited that
they would have me and
that I could maybe be on a
winning team that is
going to fight.”

Coming from Okla-
homa, Stevens is no
stranger to big competi-

tion. Her high school was
highly competitive. While
she came to Bethel to
study nursing, she also
got the opportunity to con-
tinue cheering at a high
level. And with a lot of
friends who continued on
at OCU, she knows the
competition personally.

“I actually know a lot of
girls who cheer there, so I
have some friends there,”
Stevens said. “So it is
going to kind of be tough
to compete against them
and have that personal re-
lationship.”

Coming off a conference
championship, Bethel will
be in a regional with
OCU. The winner of the
regional will get an auto-
matic bid into nationals,
with a runner-up finish
meaning having to grab
an at-large bid. As the
Threshers are still contin-
uing to improve, they will
add a level of difficulty to
their regional routine not
only to potentially pull
even closer to OCU but to
go after a higher score

that could make an at-
large bid more concrete.

And with the confidence
bursting at the seams for
the cheerleaders at
Bethel, they are more
than willing to take on
the challenge in order to
keep pushing the limits of
what the small school can
do.

“I think it is crazy to
think,” Funk said. “We
are a school of like 480
students, and I don’t even
know how big OCU is.
They have a lot more peo-
ple to pick from. They
have more money to get
like team shoes. They
have more money to just
broaden their program.
This is Coach’s third year
here. And it proves that
we can do it. We don’t
need the big school experi-
ence to get to nationals.”

“I want to be better
than them,” Ziegler said.
“I think that would be a
great story. Bethel Col-
lege, a 10-person team
better than OCU, a 20-
person team.”

CHEER
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Jada Berry drives to the basket during the second half against Salina
South in a 53-35 win over the Cougars on Feb. 17 in Newton.


