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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Wal-Mart greeter Wilmer Wedel of North Newton talks to Edessa Blackmon-Holder on Monday morning
at the store.

Anybody want to buy
Camp Hawk?

At its Monday meeting,
Harvey County Commis-
sioners directed County
Administrator John Walt-
ner to move forward with
plans to sell Camp Hawk
as well as a county-owned
building occupied by
ResCare at 700 E. 14th St. 

“It’s a big step for the
county if this is something
the county wishes to do,”

Waltner
said. “It's
not crisis
driven. It's
more like
looking into
the future
and what is
the proper
role of the

county providing park
services.” 

The county has owned
Camp Hawk for 42 years
since it obtained it from
the YMCA in August 1975.
Guy Hawk donated 20
acres to the YMCA in 1959
and 20 more in 1960. 

The decision to sell the
park stems from commis-
sioners looking for other
ways to save money since
fiscal pressures will only
grow tighter with a new
tax-lid law goes into effect
Jan. 1. And, in part, the
park has been a bit of an
odd location out for the
county since it started run-
ning it. 

“A few years ago the
county decided not to reno-
vate the park,” Waltner
said. “We do know with the
tax lid and the future rev-
enues are going to be more
difficult to come by. Parks
don't make money. Camp
Hawk does not make
money. Revenues are close
to 50 percent what our ex-
penditures are there.”

The county spends about
$14,000 in expenses

County
selling
Camp
Hawk
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� Commission votes to
sell multiple properties
after years of ownership.

See COUNTY / 8

Waltner

Wilmer Wedel works at Wally World, as
some people call the mega-discount store.
He's been doing that for almost 10 years,
and at 90, he doesn't see retirement on the
horizon.

“When you cover me up, I will,” he said
about retiring, sitting on a bench Monday at
the middle entrance of the store right before
his shift started.

“He was 80 when he started,” daughter
Nancy Harms said about when his employ-
ment as a greeter began.

Wedel celebrated his 90th birthday on
Tuesday, Sept. 13, and Wal-Mart employees
planned to help him mark the occasion with
cake during his shift Wednesday.

Wedel has a lot more life experience than
any other worker there.

“I think I'm the oldest employee they got
in the whole store,” said Wedel. “We got
about 400 employees in the store.”

Wedel enjoys his job.
“Keeps me from sittin' in a chair all day

doing nothin',” Wedel said. “It keeps me
going. I have no complaints about Wal-
Mart. The company treats their employees
certainly as good or better than any other

WEDEL STILL HELPING PEOPLE AT 90 YEARS OLD

Greeting the city
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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This anniversary of Sep-
tember 11 marks a year
when those entering high
school learn the event as a
part of American history
instead of an occurrence in
their lives. 

And while none of the
kids baking cookies and do-
nating backpacks and art
supplies Sunday at the
Harvey County Homeless
Shelter remember the
event, they were all volun-
teering in memory of that
day. 

Ten kids in the Harvey
County Youth as Resources
Chapter spent 9-11 baking
more than 200 cookies,
which they dropped off to
the police department, fire
stations and shelter resi-

dents. Along with the cook-
ies, they also donated 15
backpacks to the shelter
for the residents to use
while walking or biking. 

“We're doing this to
honor that day and to do
something positive for the
community,” Desiree
Martens, who oversees the
program, said. 

YAR is a part of Mirror,
Inc., a substance abuse and
prevention organization,
and works to provide youth
in the county a construc-
tive outlet for improving
the area they live in. 

“You get to help out a lot
of people and see a lot of
smiles,” Eli Redington, a
Newton eighth grader, said
of volunteering with YAR.
“It just feels great being a
part of the club.”

The group has been
ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW

Members of YAR crowd around completed cookies Sunday afternoon. 

Local youth act as resources in the community
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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Kaleigh Glanton will play on Sept. 30
at 701 Cafe for two nights, and both
shows have sold out. 

The event represents a relative rarity
in the City of Newton. 

Occasionally, there will be small mu-
sical shows here or there at places like
Moxie Grill, but for the most part, the
town sits quiet. 

It's not because there are not places
that want to have live shows. Patty
Meier, owner of Mojo's, said she'd love
to have shows again. 

Robert Palmer, owner Norm's and
Back Alley Pizza, said he wishes he
could start having live shows again. 

“That was a huge part of who we
were completely,” he said. “That was
every Friday Night.” 

Multiple businesses owners who once
put on live shows have quit doing so,

Music venues
claim to be
stymied by 
threats to sue

BY ADAM STRUNK
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See MUSIC / 8

www.harveycountynow.com   -   Newton, KS

Newton sewer
upgrade fees
in question

So the decrease in sewer plant up-
grade fees the commission has been
talking about for the last year? That
might not be happening now. 

And depending on your perspective,
that's a good thing or a bad thing.

The commission tabled making a de-
cision on decreasing the fee Tuesday
night to await community feedback. 

Basically during the last year all of
the Newton City Commissioners have
been on the record saying they sup-
ported a decrease to the plant upgrade
fee that citizens paid for the new sewer
plant. 

Right now, people of Newton pay a
sewage plant upgrade fee, which is 38
percent of their sewage payment as

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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Railers finding identey early
in the fall - Page 10

Brownback visits Newton, 
answers questions - Page 4



When I would help
my mom bake, I
liked being the

one to measure out brown
sugar. 

Unlike the flour, which
you had to carefully place
in the measuring cup and
not tamp down, brown
sugar was always meant
to be packed in and
smooshed down.

I still get a special joy
from measuring it out.
It’s a little like playing
with wet sand, except you
can’t lick your fingers off
on the beach (or at least
you shouldn’t).

I recently tried a very
simple cookie recipe from
the blog “Sally’s Baking
Addiction.” I didn’t get
my cookies to set up as
much as I would have
liked, but what resulted
were extremely soft,
sweet cookies that I could
easily spend a month’s
worth of calories on in
very short order. 

You can find the origi-
nal recipe at http://sallys-
bakingaddiction.com/2013

/12/20/chewy-brown-
sugar-cookies/. I added
more vanilla and cinna-
mon in my version.

Brown Sugar
Cookies

3/4 cup butter, melted
1 1/4 cups packed

brown sugar
1 egg

3 teaspoons vanilla
2 cups flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 1/2 teaspoons corn-

starch
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/3 cup sugar (for

rolling cookies)
Beat together the but-

ter and brown sugar until
smooth. Beat in the egg
and vanilla. 

Add in the flour, baking
soda, cornstarch, cinna-
mon and salt and mix
until well-combined.

Cover and refrigerate
for at least two hours.

Remove the dough from
the fridge and preheat
the oven to 325 degrees.

Scoop the dough out
about two tablespoons at
a time, roll it in a ball,
and then roll it in the
white sugar.

Bake for 8 to 12 min-
utes or until the cookies
are set up nicely. They
will still be very soft in
the middle. Let them cool
completely before trans-
ferring them into a con-
tainer.

Even though I let my
cookies cool, they were
pretty doughy in the mid-
dle and ended up sticking
together pretty badly in
the container (not that it
stopped us from devour-
ing them anyway). I

should have put layers of
waxed paper between
them.

We ended up breaking
the resulting “mega-
cookie” into pieces and
eating it that way, and no
one complained. After all,
if you’re only eating
pieces of cookies, you
can’t count how many
whole cookies you ate,
right? (OK, so that’s just
what I’ve been telling my-
self.)

Sometimes the simplest
recipes are the yummiest.
It seems like lots of

recipes today try to com-
bine seven different
recipes into one (some-
thing like snickerdoodle
pumpkin pie cheesecake
pecan chocolate drizzle
bars), and it was nice to
have a sweet, soft cookie
with no bells or whistles.

Plus, I got to measure
out a lot of brown sugar,
so that was a nice added
bonus as well.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now and

a proud Bethel 
College graduate. 
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Pack in some brown sugar cookies

Newton City Commission discusses house trim Tuesday  

During its regular
Tuesday night meeting,
the Newton City Commis-
sion spent a good amount
of time discussing an 8-
inch piece of trim. 

The eight-inch piece of
trim involved a home
owned by Kurt Bieler ,
who was at the commis-
sion meeting for an offi-
cial appeal of  a State
Historic Preservation Of-
fice decision. 

Bieler wanted to add on
a single story addition to
his house at 201 East
First St. The house is in a
historic district but a
non-contributing prop-
erty.  Because of that, he
had to get the approval of
the addition. It was de-
nied because it would not
be in compliance with the
historical district because

the addition would not be
differentiated from the
original house. Bieler was
told, however, if the addi-
tion was set back a few
feet, creating a corner
that would delineate the
add-on from the original
building, the change
would be OK.

He was at the commis-
sion meeting for a protest
hearing on the state's rul-
ing. 

He said didn't want to
set the wall back because
there was a previous ex-
isting concrete footing in
line with the building. 

Bieler said he was will-
ing to do a cosmetic delin-
eation and paint an
eight-inch trim to give a
delineation on the prop-
erty.  

Barth Hague moved to
uphold the ruling of the
state preservation office,
but it died for the lack of
a second. 

Mayor Glen Davis

made a motion overturn-
ing the ruling as long as
Bieler added an eight-
inch piece of trim to serve
as delineation. That mo-
tion, too, died for lack of a
second. 

Barth Hague suggested
with the impasse that
Bieler go back to the
Newton Historic Preser-
vation Planning Commit-
tee or the state to see if
his cosmetic delineation
would be sufficient.  

ETC.
*John Dascher, presi-

dent of the e2e accelera-
tor, an entrepreneurial
program in Wichita, pre-
sented Miguel Johns, for-
mer Newton High School
grad and member of the
first class of entrepre-
neurs through the pro-
gram, to the Newton City
Council. 

Johns spoke to the com-
mission about King Fit,
an online health coaching

service as well a technol-
ogy company developing
an application to aid with
healthcare and treat-
ment.  

Johns graduated from
Indiana State and re-
turned to Wichita as a
nutrition coach. 

He then was part of a
group that offered a nu-
trition and health coach-
ing service online. 

“We thought, ‘What if
we could take this infor-
mation and make it auto-
matic and put it into an
individual's cell phone,’”
he said

Basically, Johns' com-
pany developed an app
that gives people a per-
sonalized health program
on their cell phones. 

Johns will be heading
to California to pitch his
app idea to Google, Sam-
sung, IBM, as well as
other companies. 

The company hopes to
eventually sell the infor-

mation to a large health
care company. For more
info on the company, they
have a website
Kingfit.org

Newton City Commis-
sion approved the week of
Sept. 17-23 as Constitu-
tion Week.

Clint McBroom led the
invocation. 

The regular meeting
lasted 52 minutes with all
commissioners present. 

During the public com-
ment section of the meet-
ing, Laurie Hartke, a
regular attendee of city
meetings, gave an emo-
tion-filled speech saying
she would no longer do
the Pledge of Allegiance
at the meeting. 

“Starting tonight or
until things change, I will
not say the Pledge of Alle-
giance or put my hand
over my heart. I love my
country. I love my flag.
But I hate my govern-
ment. Not Obama, not the

Democrats, not the Re-
publicans, but what we
have become as a coun-
try,” she said.

Hartke said that the
government has changed
from what the founding
fathers intended it to be
and was no longer a re-
public. And that there
was no longer liberty and
justice for all.

She asked the commis-
sioners to respect her de-
cision. 

After her comments,
two commissioners ad-
dressed her. 

Davis told her that as a
veteran he fought for the
right for people to be free
to express their views. 

Nygaard also said he
was a veteran in the
Navy for the right of free
expression. 

“If anyone says you’re
not a good supporter of
the state, city or country,
I'll stand behind you 100
percent,” he said.

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Brown Sugar Cookies are simple, sweet cookies that stay super
soft.
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From left, school district office employees Amber Warsnak, Teresa Krehbiel and Kim Fiessinger
prepare to dish up some chili. 

The cook-off before
the cook-off

Wendy Gile takes first at administrative school-district level

Busy bean counters at
the school district offices
on Monday weren't count-
ing beans in the sense
that they were counting
money, although that's in
the job description of
some employees. They
were, in fact, counting
real beans.

Those attending the
McKinley Chili Cook-Off
on Monday voted for their
favorite chili with each
person sampling five sea-
sonal homemade soups as
the smell of spices, meat,
beans and tomato sauce
filled the air. The cook-off
tasting was limited to
those who work in the
district office, and they
each were allotted 10
beans to drop in cups
near the crock pots full of
chili as a way of voting.
The chili with the most
beans won, and people
were allowed to distribute
the beans however they
wished.

“We have five crock
pots full,” said Sherry
Unruh, communica-
tions/web editor with the
district.

Nora Miller, adminis-
trative assistant to the
instructional services di-
rector, said she stole the
idea to vote that way
from a block party.

“There was zero origi-
nality to that,” she said.

The chili cook-off was a
means by which the dis-
trict determined the chili
they're going to use in the
tenth-annual Chili Cook-
Off, which benefits Har-
vey County United Way.
Winners at the school dis-
trict offices were Wendy
Gile with 49 beans,
Jeanie Fuller with 37
beans and Teresa Kre-
hbiel with 32 beans.

“We're going to have a

booth,” Unruh said.
“That's why we're doing
this to see which chili
we're going to serve.”

This year, the Chili
Cook-Off that benefits the
local United Way will be
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 24, at
Sixth and Main streets.
Advance tickets, at $5
each, can be purchased at
sponsor locations:
Ameriprise Financial
Ironstone Financial Advi-
sors and Prairie Harvest
in downtown Newton. For
$6, tickets, which allow
the public to taste around
two dozen chilis, will be
sold at the door. Numer-
ous organizations and
businesses offer their
chili for tasting during
the event.

On Monday, school dis-
trict office workers, from
the superintendent on
down, had chili and
fixin's for lunch, as well
as a variety of desserts
for their luncheon/cook-
off. No district money was
used for the cook-off.

Others making the chili
were Deborah Hamm and
Miller.

Fuller, who is director

of Latchkey, was there be-
cause Latchkey is a
funded United Way part-
ner, she said, adding
partners are encouraged
to participate in the big-
ger cook-off, and the dis-
trict is having a booth, so
she's participating with
the district.

While going through
the line, winner Wendy
Gile asked, “Are any of
these spicy, spicy hot?”

To which a male voice
in the room responded,
“For you, yes,” which was
followed by laughter.

Joni Jantz said she
should have brought
Kleenexes, because her
nose was running from
the hot chili; others
agreed theirs was, too.

When the district
brings chili to the big
cook-off, they'll need nine
gallons, and this is the
first time they've ever
had the McKinley Cook-
Off, which was Superin-
tendent Hamm's idea.

“I think it's a great
idea,” Krehbiel said. “I
don't think I've volun-
teered to be in an event,
so this was a great expe-
rience.”

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Wendy Bile, right, who won the chili cook-off, votes for her fa-
vorite chilis. At left is Lynn Beebe in payroll. 
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Flatlander bike race coming up

The annual Mennonite Central Com-
mittee Flatlander Bike race is coming up
this weekend on Sept. 17

The ride is a fundraiser, and organiz-
ers hope to raise $8,000 to install and
maintain wells in Mozambique, Africa.

“The water wells will provide clean
drinking water and the ability for folks
to water gardens if it is a particularly
dry time for them,” Tina Schrag, commu-
nications chair for the MCC said. “The

wells would keep them safer as they are
gathering water. We work in places
where we have a long-standing relation-
ship. We don't just drop in and leave. It's
important to teach locals how to use it
and in the future.”

The race will feature three lengths, a
65-, 45- and 35-mile race, as well as an
8- to 16-mile family ride.

Registration begins that day at 7 a.m.
The race starts with a riders meeting at
8 a.m. Registration costs $35 for individ-
uals and $70 for families. Helmets are
mandatory.

For more information call the MCC of-
fice in North Newton at 316-283-2720.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Woman arrested for taking $9,000 from elderly couple

At the end of August,
the North Newton Police
Department arrested a
woman on charges of
stealing $9,000 from an
elderly couple living in the
town. 

Linda Mueller, 50, of
Salina was arrested Au-
gust 25 in North Newton. 

North Newton Police
Chief Randy Jordan said
that a retired couple in
the community reported
giving Mueller $9,000 in
May. Jordan said the sus-
pect in the crime was well
known to the couple.

“The suspect said she
needed money to take a
plane trip to Chicago to
take care of family busi-
ness,” Jordan said.

Jordan said the couple
were told that they would

be paid back once the sus-
pect had cashed in a 401-
K in June.

The couple never got
paid back, however, and
eventually reported the
theft to the North Newton
Police Department.

Jordan said authorities
believe the suspect did
spend the money in
Chicago. 

Mueller was arrested on
charges of felony theft by
deception. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
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Governor Sam Brown-
back made an agricultural
tour of the state on Sept.
12, which landed him in
the basement of the First
United Methodist Church
of Newton, eating home-
grown produce, hearing
about local food insecurity
and eating North Newton
Birthday Cake. 

With the Kansas Farm
Bureau, Brownback
toured the state as a regu-
lar effort to keep up with
the changes in agricul-
ture. 

Near Canton, he and
the group looked at 7 mil-
lion bushels of wheat
being stored, for instance. 

But in Newton, the
Governor was treated to a
bit of a different conversa-
tion: one on hunger. 

Presenters from the
Salvation Army, Circles of
Hope as well as the exten-
sion office and the Food
and Farm Council spoke
about food security and
hunger in the local com-
munity. That included the
meal being one that
would be served by Cir-
cles of Hope to the hungry
on a regular Tuesday
night.

“When we're talking
food security, we're not
taking the Governor to a
steak house,” Harvey
County Farm Bureau
President Margaret Goer-
ing said. 

Lunch was of barbecue
pork, potato salad and a
vegetable try served by
Circle of Hope volunteers. 

During the lunch, Jen-
nifer Rose, of Circles of
Hope and Peace Connec-
tions, spoke about the
weekly community meal
the group gives which
draws about 60 to 80

adults, plus children. She
also talked about the
Summer Food program
that serves the commu-
nity, providing 2,000
breakfasts and 6,500
lunches in Newton this
year. She said that with
half of the school children
in the county relying on
free or reduced price
lunches, food security and
the poverty cycle were
concerns.

“We have a lot of suc-
cesses,” Goering said of
the Circles of Hope pro-
gram, which she also par-
ticipates in. “But not all
are successes. People have
to want to change to get
out of poverty. But they
also need our help.”

The Salvation Army
presentation spoke on the
decrease in donations to
its food bank, while the
amount of people using it
a month, around 500,
stayed the same. 

Carol Sue Stayrook
Hobbs spoke about the
importance of access to lo-
cally grown and afford-
able foods in the
community as a part of
the Healthy Harvey Food
Coalition. 

After the presentations,
the Governor spoke,
thanking the group for
the feedback. 

“You guys were kind to
put this on, and thanks
for the presentations,” he
said, adding that seeing
how people deal with
problems at a local level
provides him with an
extra layer of texture
when considering issues
state wide. 

The Kansas Health In-
stitute, in a study re-
leased at the end of 2015,
found that approximately
16.5 percent of households
in Kansas experienced
food insecurity in 2013,
meaning the household
did not have reliable ac-

cess to enough food at
sometime in the year,
with one in five house-
holds with children expe-
riencing food insecurity
and half of all single-
mother-headed house-
holds facing the problem.
Right now, the Kansas
poverty rate hovers at
around 13.6, the same
rate as in 2011. 

The Governor said the
best way to combat
hunger and poverty was
dealing with it before it
started.

“Our big effort has been
to prevent poverty,” he
said, pointing to Kansas
funding Jobs for Amer-
ica's Graduates programs
with welfare dollars. 

“We're using welfare
dollars to catch people be-
fore the enter poverty,” he
said. “Our effort has been
focused on that and on
free technical training in
high schools.”

Brownback said that it
was important for all high
school graduates to have
a marketable skill to fall
back on once they leave
high school, whether they
chose to attend college or
not. 

He also said a way to
help decrease childhood
hunger would be to come
up with ways to make
those owing child support
follow through on their re-
sponsibilities. He said the
state did privatize its
childhood collection
agency, but that has led to
savings for the state but
not additional child sup-
port revenues. 

He suggested a pro-
gram that would have
those owing child support
receive technical training
in exchange for lowering
their debt.

“Get them a skill so
they can start earning
more,” he said. 

The Governor also com-

mented on agricultural is-
sues while at the lunch. 

He said a bumper crop
in Kansas had a lot of sur-
plus grain on the ground. 

“There's going to be
some skiing in Kansas,”
he said of all the slopes. 

He then pointed out
that with a bumper corn
crop also expected, the
ethanol industry has
helped the state by driv-
ing demand for corn and
making corn prices better
for farmers. 

At the end of his lunch,
he was served a birthday
cake, ordered from
Brenda Turner of North
Newton.

Sept. 12 happens to be
the Governor's birthday.
Newton Municipal Court
Administrator Greg
Nickel was drafted to lead
in the “Happy Birthday”
singing, and afterwards
Brownback complimented
both the decorations of
the cake and the singing
of the group, saying it was
better than he could do.
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Governor visits Newton, hears presentations on food insecurity
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Gov. Sam Brownback, left, talks during lunch Monday afternoon
in the basement of First United Methodist Church in Newton.
The governor was in town to hear presentations on food secu-
rity. 

North Newton trees set to come
down, city talks replacement

NORTH NEWTON—If a
tree falls in North Newton,
KDOT gets involved, they
decide to cut out six other
trees, and the North New-
ton Council debates a way
to immediately replace
said trees. 

In September, a silver
maple tree bordering the
property of Todd Grant fell
down across the sidewalk
on the west side of Main
Street north of city hall. 

“There were some kids
riding their bikes and a
limb 80-foot leader fell off,”
he said. “The kids had just
rode their bikes by and 20
seconds later were like,
'Wow, that's neat.' And I
was like, 'Wow, that's not
neat'.” 

Grant took out most of
the tree, and the incident
was reported to the Kansas
Department of Transporta-
tion, since Main Street in
North Newton is part of
Highway 15.

KDOT inspected nearby
trees and found that the
surrounding maples were
on the end of their life,
some were hollow and that
two nearby hackberry trees
were rotten from the in-
side. 

“They made a determi-
nation when they looked
inside the only thing miss-
ing were the elves and the
cookies. That thing was
hollow,” he said.

With six trees shading
Main Street set to be re-
moved, Grant began doing
research, and City Admin-
istrator John Torline began
working a replacement
plan. 

“In lieu of the annual
tree planting program, the
council might want to
spend its resources in re-
placing these six trees with
trees recommended for this
area,” Torline said. 

The City of North New-
ton traditionally allocates
around $1,500 a year for
tree replacements in the
city, giving a homeowner
up to $75 to plant a tree. 

Four property owners
border the trees to come
down. 

Grant was asked at the

meeting if he was willing
to make a financial com-
mitment and care for any
trees put in at least by his
property, and he said yes. 

“As long as it's not a
$1,000 commitment,” he
said. 

Mayor Ron Braun di-
rected Torline have conver-
sations with homeowners
in the area, look for larger
trees well suited to the
area and places to buy the
trees. 

“That conversation in-
vites partnership,” Braun
said. “Whether it's finan-
cial or not can be part of
the conversation.”

Torline said he could
have a proposal ready by
October. 

From conversation it
sounded like the commis-
sion wanted larger trees
with good fall foliage to be
planted. 

In other news:
The council adopted a

standard traffic ordinance
and the 2016 Uniform Of-
fense code. City Attorney
Greg Nye said the only
change to the traffic code
from this year to last year
is that this year, because of
a supreme court ruling, a
preliminary refusal to do a
breathalyzer test was no
longer a crime. In the of-
fense code, protections for
reporting underage drink-
ing and medical problems
were added for underage
persons who did the re-
porting but might have
been drinking as well. The
change came from state
bills to encourage those in-
volved to seek medical at-
tention or help in cases of
underage drinking. 

The commission adopted
the ordinances unani-
mously. 

Commission approved
allocating $1,000 for
Bethel Fall Festival.

The North Newton Com-
munity Foundation re-
ceived an anonymous
grant for $5,000. 

Danny Bisoni and Cindi
Hiebert were honored for
15 years working in the
City of North Newton. 

The North Newton
sewer system handled the
recent storms maxing out
at 420,000 gallons a
minute. The max number
only lasted a short amount
of time, Bisoni said. Had
the City of North Newton
been putting out 440,000
gallons or more for at least
six hours, it would have in-
curred a $25,000 fee from
the City of Hesston, which
now processes the city's
waste water. As a whole,
they believe the drainage
system can handle about
650,000 gallons before
backing up. 

The North Newton City
Commission considered an
ordinance establishing con-
tractor licensing fees.

“If the council passes it,
it will go into effect Janu-
ary 1,” Maintenance Su-
perintendent Danny Bisoni
said. “What it does it in-
creases our different con-
tractor's licensing fees.”

A Class A license jumps
from $50 to $100 for a year
to operate in North New-
ton. A Class B license will
increase from $50 to $75. 

Council approved the
change unanimously. 

The meeting lasted just
over an hour.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Workers remove what was left of a tree along U.S. Highway 15
in North Newton just north of the city office. In all, six trees are
set to be taken down due to age or rot. 
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Thursday, Sept. 15
9 a.m.—NHS Tennis at Arkansas City.
10:30 a.m.—Fall Preschool Story Time. Newton Public

Library.
Noon—Newton Recreation Commission Meeting.

Newton Activity Center, 415 N. Poplar.
1 p.m.—Wii Bowling. Grand Central.
4 p.m.—City Commission Work Session. City Hall.
4:30 p.m.—NHS Cross Country at Buhler.
5:15 p.m.—Tai Chi. Grand Central.
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.—Grand Central Fiesta. Grand Cen-

tral is hosing a community fiesta to celebrate Hispanic
Heritage Month. $10 for adults and $5 for children
under 12, with proceeds benefiting Grand Central. 

6 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Bring NPL card
to use laptops. Newton Public Library.

6:30 p.m.—NHS Soccer vs. Eisenhower. Fischer Field.
7 p.m.—Third Thursday Book Club. “Spare Parts” by

Joshua Davis, the book chosen for Hesston College
First-Year Experience. Newton Public Library.

7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night. Anyone
age 8 or older is welcome. Full game package is $10, and
early-bird package is $5. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Road.

Friday, Sept. 16
9 a.m.—Fall Toddler Story Time. Newton Public Li-

brary.
10:30 a.m.—Fall Toddler Story Time. Newton Public

Library.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert.

Grand Central.
6 p.m.—Friday Night Games. Grand Central.
7 p.m.—NHS Football vs. Goddard Eisenhower. Fis-

cher Field.

Saturday, Sept. 17
All day—Mennonite Flatlander Bicycle Race, Men-

nonite Central Committee parking lot
8 a.m. to noon—Harvey County Farmers Market.

Fresh produce, baked goods and other handmade items.
Parking lot at 121 E. Sixth St., Newton.

8:30 a.m.—Ride for the Dogs. Annual poker run and
party to benefit Caring Hands Humane Society. $20 per
person, raffle tickets $10. 1400 SE. 3rd St. 

9 a.m.—NHS Volleyball at Maize Tournament.
11 a.m.—NHS Gymnastics at Lawrence Free State.
1 to 4 p.m.—Stamp Carving Workshop. Kayann Aush-

erman leads workshop. $50 includes materials. Maxi-
mum class size of 10. Carriage Factory Art Gallery, 128
E. 6th St.

3 p.m.—Teen Screen Saturday. “The Huntsman: Win-
ter’s War.” Newton Public Library.

7 p.m.—Bethel College Football at Bethany.
7:30 p.m.—Movie Under the Stars. Family friendly

movie shown at Harvey County East Park. Free admis-
sion. 

Sunday, Sept. 18
7 to 11:30 p.m.—American Legion Breakfast. The

public is invited to the monthly breakfast on the third
Sunday of each moth. Menu includes potato casserole,
hash browns, scrambled eggs, sausage, biscuits and
gravy, pancakes, French toast, orange juice and coffee.
Cost is $8 for adults and $4 for children 12 and younger.
American Legion Post 2, 400 S. Spencer Road.

Noon—Bethel College Soccer vs. Johnson and Wales.
2 to 4 p.m.—Historical Program: AVI Railway. Harvey

County Historical Museum presents “They Rode the
Electric Way: The AVI Railway.” Admission $5, museum
members admitted for free. Harvey County Historical
Museum, 203 N. Main St. 

Monday, Sept. 19
All Day—Grand Central Billiards. Four competition

quality tables available for use Monday through Friday
at Grand Central.

10 a.m.—Blood Pressure Check. Grand Central.
11:45 a.m.—Friendship Meals. Call (316) 283-2222 for

reservation. weekdays at Grand Central.
1 p.m.—NHS Golf at Salina.
1:30 p.m.—Golden Notes. Call at (316) 283-2222 to

schedule a performance. Grand Central.
4 p.m.—Teen GameZone. Newton Public Library. 
7 p.m.—Beginners Square Dance Class. Grand Cen-

tral.
7 p.m.—Fall Preschool Story Time. Newton Public Li-

brary.
7 p.m.—Bethel College Volleyball vs. Oklahoma Wes-

leyan, at Thresher Gym.

Tuesday, Sept. 20
10:30 a.m.—Bingo. Grand Central.
10:30 a.m.—Fall Preschool Story Time. Newton Public

Library.
1 p.m.—Craft Handwork. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert of

Park City. Grand Central.
3 p.m.—NHS Tennis at Wichita Collegiate.
3 to 5 p.m.—Tech Help Open Hours. The library's IT

supervisor is available to help with any technology
questions. Newton Public Library.

3 to 6 p.m.—Harvey County Farmers Market. Fresh
produce, baked goods and other handmade items. Park-
ing lot at 121 E. Sixth St., Newton.

5 p.m.—NHS Volleyball at Maize.
6 p.m.—NHS Gymnastics at Olathe South.
6:30 p.m.—NHS Soccer at Goddard.
7 p.m.—Property Research. Newton Public Library.
7 p.m.—Round Dance. Grand Central.
7 p.m.—Harvey County Democrats Monthly Meeting.

612 N. Main.

Wednesday, Sept. 21
1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool for Women. Ken Fast teaches

billiards using Steve Mizerak’s complete book of pool.
Donation of $1 per week. Grand Central.

Garry
Boston died
Friday, Sept. 9,
2016, at St.
Francis Hospi-
tal/Harry
Hynes Hospice
Unit. He was
born on Oct. 1,
1936, in
Topeka. He
grew up in Mankato and
graduated from Mankato
High School in 1954.

He was very active in
sports in high school and
attended Emporia State
playing football prior to
volunteering for the
draft in October 1955.
When he was discharged
from the service, he at-
tended El Dorado Junior
College.

He married Jeanette
Fox on Aug. 16, 1958, in
El Dorado, who survives
of the home. They have
five children, Michael
(Sue), Mickey Stump
(Vern), Mark (Elyse),
Chris Wedel (Travis) and
Marcia Mathews (Bud),
all of Newton; brother,
Douglas (Kay) Brush of
Downs; sisters, Dawn
(Jerry) Merker of College
Station, Texas, and
Sherry Brush of Niagra,
N.Y.; 14 grandchildren;
and two great-grandchil-
dren.

Garry and Jeanette
formed Boston Insurance
in 1970. Garry was
elected to the Kansas
Legislature in 1990, rep-
resenting the 72 District
and served for six terms.

He served as
chairman of the
Federal and
State Affairs
and Health and
Human Serv-
ices commit-
tees. He also
served on the
Casino Gaming
Committee for

the State of Kansas. He
also served on the boards
of many community serv-
ice programs, including
the Lions Club, Knights
of Columbus, the Newton
Area Chamber of Com-
merce, the Kansas
Sports Hall of Fame,
Habitat for Humanity,
St. Mary’s School Board,
Salvation Army and
CASA.

Garry loved sports, his
children and grandchil-
dren. When he was not
playing, he was coaching
his children's and grand-
children’s sporting
events. His love of sports
led to him being one of
the founding members of
the Newton High School
Booster Club.

Visitation was Tues-
day, Sept. 13, at Petersen
Funeral Home with
Rosary to follow at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church,
Newton. The funeral
services were Wednes-
day, Sept. 14, at St.
Mary’s Church in New-
ton with burial following
at St. Mary’s Cemetery.
Memorials may be made
to St. Mary’s School,
Newton.

GARRY BOSTON

Lorraine
Elizabeth
Watkins, 80, of
Newton, died
Monday, Sept.
5, 2016, at the
Via Christi Re-
gional Medical
Center-St.
Francis Cam-
pus in Wichita.

She was born on Janu-
ary 20, 1936, in Colum-
bus, Kan., the daughter
of Claude and Margaret
McTaggert Denton. Lor-
raine was raised in Elk
City, Kan. After graduat-
ing from Elk City High
School, she later went on
to graduate from Kansas
Teachers College in Em-
poria with her degree in
secondary education.

Her first teaching job
was in Leavenworth,
then Atchison before
moving to Newton in
1960 to teach eighth
grade science. She
taught at both Chisholm
and Santa Fe Middle
Schools. Lorraine took a
few years off from teach-
ing to raise her son. She
retired in 1995.

Lorraine married
William Dean Watkins
on July 16, 1961, at the
First Baptist Church in
Newton. He died on Au-
gust 31, 2011.

Lorraine was
an avid sports
fan; she always
enjoyed attend-
ing her grand-
children’s
sporting events.
She was a true
lover of nature.
Through the
years she had

been a member of the
P.E.O., the Treble Clef
Club and Beta Beta
Beta.

Survivors include her
sons, Robert Watkins
and wife Kimberly of
Newton, Scott Watkins
and wife Maren of Salt
Lake City, Utah, and
David Watkins and wife
Tracy of Burlington; and
her grandchildren, Ryan,
Jace, Myka, and Megan.

Funeral services were
Wednesday, Sept. 14, at
the Broadway Colonial
Funeral Home. Inter-
ment will be in the East
Lawn Cemetery in Zim-
merdale, Kan.

A memorial has estab-
lished with Lorraine
Watkins Memorial
Scholarship Fund. Con-
tributions may be sent to
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, 120 E.
Broadway, Newton, KS,
67114.

LORRAINE WATKINS

Edna
LaWanda
(Schmidt) Enz,
93, passed
away peace-
fully on Satur-
day, Sept. 10,
2016, at
Bethesda
Home in Goes-
sel.

She was born on Aug.
6, 1923, in Goessel to
Peter B. and Susie
Schmidt. Enda gradu-
ated from Goessel High
School in 1942 and mar-
ried the love of her life,
Arthur H. Enz on Dec. 7,
1944. He preceded her in
death on Dec. 30, 1999.

She and Art were
members of the First
Mennonite Church,
Newton, for more than
70 years. 

Also preceding her in
death where her par-
ents, Peter B. and Susie
Schmidt; three brothers,
Harold Schmidt, Elmer
Schmidt (at birth) and
Peter B. Schmidt Jr.;
and one sister, Emma
(Schmidt) Regier.

Survivors include her
children, Michael War-
ren and wife Kathryn
(Beutler) Enz, James
Galen and wife Mary
(Stucky) Enz, and Kevin
Eugene Enz and Jo Mik-
los, all of Newton; broth-
ers, Milford L. and wife
Marilyn (Flaming)
Schmidt of rural Canton,
and John H. and wife
Deloris (Hildebrand)

Schmidt of
Newton; sister-
in-law, Hilda E
(Schmidt)
Schmidt of
Hillsboro; six
grandchildren,
Brandon and
wife Brooke
(Heckman) Enz
of Gardner,

Cameron and wife Ash-
ley (Wright) Enz of
Olathe, Nicholas Enz
and wife Lisa (Thimm)
of Davenport, Iowa,
Crystal (Enz) and hus-
band Joel Gaeddert, and
Jodi (Enz) and husband
Brian Runge, all of New-
ton, and Jacob Enz of
Andover; and eight
great-grandchildren.

Family graveside serv-
ice will be at 1
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 15,
at Greenwood Cemetery
in Newton followed by a
memorial service at 3
p.m. Thursday at First
Mennonite Church,
Newton. Friends may
call from 1 to 8 p.m.
Wednesday at Broadway
Colonial Funeral Home
in Newton, where the
family will receive
friends from 7 to 8 p.m.

A memorial has been
established with the
First Mennonite Church
organ fund and to
Bethesda Home. Contri-
butions may be sent to
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, 120 E.
Broadway, Newton, KS
67114.

EDNA (SCHMIDT) ENZ

Theodore
Wendell Rem-
pel was born to
Theodore and
Selma Jost
Rempel on Oct.
21, 1938, in
Hillsboro.

An explosion
at a filling sta-
tion took the
life of Wendell’s father
before Wendell was born.

When Wendell was 18
months old, his mother
married Arnold Reimer
in Kansas. Wendell is a
graduate of Reedley High
School, attended Reedley
College and graduated
from Bethel College in
North Newton.

Between his junior and
senior years at Bethel,
Wendell married Janice
McDonald on June 12,
1959, in Fresno, Calif..
They had three children,
Lori Regier, Carl Rempel
and Michelle Roman.
After his graduation
from Bethel, Wendell and
Jan moved to Elkhart,
Ind., where he attended
Mennonite Biblical Semi-
nary and graduated with
a bachelor of divinity de-
gree. Wendell accepted a
call to be pastor at First
Mennonite Church in
Hutchinson. They were
in Hutchinson four years
when Wendell accepted
the call to serve as asso-
ciate pastor (with Henry
A. Fast) at Eden Men-
nonite Church in rural
Moundridge. He re-
mained there until he
was recruited to be dean
of students at Bethel Col-
lege, a position he held
for six years.

In May of 2006, Wen-
dell and Aleta Berghold
Wedel were married at

Hope Mennon-
ite Church in
Wichita. They
made Reedley,
Calif., their
home until
Wendell was di-
agnosed with
Alzheimer’s dis-
ease in spring
2013. They then

moved to North Newton
in October 2013.

Wendell died Saturday,
Sept. 10, 2016, at a nurs-
ing home in Newton, due
to complications with
Alzheimer’s. 

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
Theodore Rempel and
Selma Jost Rempel
Reimer, stepfather
Arnold C. Reimer, and
his first wife Janice Rem-
pel. 

He leaves behind his
wife, Aleta Rempel; son,
Carl Rempel (June);
daughters, Lori Regier
(Myron) and Michelle
Roman (Billy); stepsons,
Jay Wedel, Jon Wedel
and Jed Wedel (Holly); 11
grandchildren from com-
bined families; step-
brother, Stan Reimer of
Pratt; stepsisters, Karen
Neufeld (Ray) of Fresno,
Calif., and Delores Plen-
ert (Wayne) of Dawson
Creek, B.C., Canada; and
many friends and ex-
tended family.

Memorial service will
be at 2 p.m. Friday, Sept.
16, at Bethel College
Mennonite Church in
North Newton.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Sierra View
Homes or Bethel College
in care of Petersen Fu-
neral Home, 215 N.
Main, Newton, KS,
67114.

THEODORE WENDELL REMPEL

Sept. 8
Criminal Calls:
DUI, MIP, 800 Blk E

1st, 
Theft, 400 Blk

Wheatridge Ct

Sept. 7
Criminal Calls:
Dom Battery, Endan-

gering a Child, 500 Blk
Sunnyside Ct

Theft, 100 Blk E 7th
Arrests:
Andrew Alcorn, 20, pos-

session of hallucinogen,
criminal carrying of a
weapon, 100 Blk N Main 

Candace Morrison, 38,
possession of drug para-
phernalia, possession of
marijuana, 2300 Blk S.
Spencer

Antonio Bland, 26, pos-
session of marijuana,
2300 Blk S. Spencer. 

Sept. 6
Criminal Calls:
Burglary, Theft, 600

Blk N Spencer
Criminal Damage, 1100

Blk Lorna Lane
Theft, 1300 Blk Apple-

wood
Criminal Damage, 600

Blk Myrtle
Arrests:
Christopher Stewart,

27, warrant, 200 Blk E.
Eleventh, 

Cassandra Roberts, 32,
warrant 1600 Blk E Sec-
ond, 

Marc Justus, 45,  Inter-
ference with law enforce-
ment officer,
misdemeanor obstruc-
tion, criminal trespass  

Terry Svitak, 32, Pos-
session of opiate, posses-
sion of paraphernalia,
obstruction of official
duty, driving while habit-

ual violator, driving while
revoked, no insurance, il-
legal registration, 3500
Blk S. Duncan

Sept. 5
Criminal Calls:
DUI, DWS, Fail to Stop

at Accident, 800 Blk N
Elm

Burglary, Theft, 900
Blk S Ash

Burglary, Theft, 500
Blk Heather Ln

Permit Animal to Run
at Large, 1300 Blk W 9th

Poss Marij, I-135
MM31

Burglary, Theft, 900
Blk Cherry Hills Dr

Theft, 500 Blk E 7th
Arrests:
Robert Benward, 36,

Warrant, 400 Blk W. Elm
Colton Salazar, 22, In-

terference with Law En-
forcement Officer,

misdemeanor obstruc-
tion, 100 Blk N Poplar 

Tyler Hunsaker, 24,
distribution of stimulant,
possession of parapherna-
lia,  1600 Blk N. Poplar 

Caleb Herrod, 24, pos-
session of opiate, traffic
contraband, 300 Blk N.
Walnut

Sept. 4
Criminal Calls:
No DL, MIP, Fail to

Stop at an Accident, 1200
Blk N Main

Theft, 1000 Blk E 12th
Criminal Damage, 700

Blk S Kansas
Arrests:
Mario Meza, 21, war-

rant, possession of hallu-
cinogen, possession of
paraphernalia, 700 Blk
N. Duncan

Jarad Bader, 21, DUI,
1600 Blk E. First 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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Sunday, I watched kids hand
out backpacks with supplies
and make cookies for the

local homeless shelter. 
The effort was meant as a serv-

ice day for 9/11. None of the kids
handing the packs out are capable
of remembering 9/11. 

It's been 15 years. 
I remember it as the day in sixth

grade where we got to skip all of
our classes and watch the televi-
sion at school.

We saw the north tower fall. We
missed the south tower falling.
Chad had been disruptive and our
social studies teacher, Mr. Powell,
turned off the TV shortly and
threatened to keep it off if we did-
n't shape up. We should pay atten-
tion, he said. 

When the TV came back on, the
towers were gone. We went to re-
cess. We had lunch. That day the
feeling was the same you get as a
kid when snow keeps falling.
You're curious to see how much
snow you get. If you get enough
snow, it becomes an event to re-
member. My dad talked about a
Thanksgiving snowstorm that
snowed the family in the house for
three days. I have always won-
dered if I would see such a snow-
storm.

To me, at the time, I registered
the event in a similar matter. Peo-
ple said 9/11 could be like Pearl
Harbor.  Would it get bad enough
to be like Pearl Harbor?

In the coming weeks, my 11-
year-old mind became a foreign
policy expert. It was time for us to
strike back. That's what the Toby
Keith song on the radio said. I can
still sing every word. It would
come on KFDI in the school bus,
and we'd yell out the chorus with
glee. “We'll put a boot in their *ss;
it's the American way,” we boys
would scream at the top of our
lungs. 

I kept track of the invasion of
Afghanistan as I would watch
early season KU basketball games.
Afghanistan was a division two
team. We were America, the power
house, like the Jayhawks that
year. KU had Kirk Hinrich. The
U.S. had stealth bombers. I
watched for the slam dunk. I
watched for the explosion.

I watched as George W. Bush

gave speeches on the new “War on
Terror.” He promised retribution.
For a man who gets so ridiculed for
gaffs, I still remember sitting and
watching those speeches in awe.
They used strong rhetoric.

“Terrorist attacks can shake the
foundations of our biggest build-
ings, but they cannot touch the
foundation of America,” he pro-
claimed.

And so came Afghanistan. And
so came Iraq. To me at the time it
didn't seem much different than a
movie. We had a name for it
“Shock and Awe.” And it made for
great TV, with the tracer rounds
and flashes glowing white on the
night vision camera feeds being
broadcasted. We were able to
broadcast a war, and surely no
other country had done that before
like we had. 

It took more than a decade, how-
ever, for our true understanding of
the situation to unfold. The truth
is in a sense 9-11 did touch the
foundation of America. And outside
of Pearl Harbor, I will argue that
there has been no such event on
this soil that has so changed our
country in the last 100 years. 

How we travel, how we commu-
nicate, how we view the world, and
our politics can all be viewed
through that lens.

We should be proud of so many
of the heroes who saved lives dur-
ing 9-11, to the thousands of
Americans who died in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Yet many of the moments fol-
lowing that day have been sorrow-
ful, watching the newly liberated
countries devolve into chaos, our
soldiers return home without
limbs. Today, we look at Syria and
Iraq. I don't feel like assigning
specific blame here. Pick what

suits your politics, I guess: a war-
weary America too tired with
quagmires to intervene or a war-
hungry America which destabi-
lized the entire Middle East.

After I finished working on my
story Sunday, I thought about
those kids handing out backpacks.
They didn't know what pre-9-11
America was like.

They don't remember when
where we worried about what
someone did in the oval office, or
the dangers of Eminem's subver-
sive rap music. 

They never knew the sort of
naivete that let me root on war
like a basketball game and sit on
the couch and watch it as a movie.
Yet it should be said, I grew up
mostly after the Berlin Wall fell. I
didn't not ever get to take part in
the existential practice of duck
and cover. Perhaps it was a singu-
larly special time. 

I found myself contemplating
what the world and America
would have been like without 9-
11.

Would we have elected the same
leaders? Would we have made the
same priorities? What would we
have accomplished had we not
been sidetracked?

Would we still make excuses for
torture or have a presidential can-
didate telling cheering crowds
that we're going to try to screen
for religion?

Would thousands of Americans,
young men and women be alive
today?

I wondered if these kids would
still be handing out backpacks at
the homeless shelter for other rea-
sons with the universe evening it-
self out some other way. Perhaps
none of these are questions to ask.
Where were we when the founda-
tions of the Earth were laid?

Still, I hold we should maintain
Sept. 11 as a solemn date, which
we all must continue to observe.

It has taken at least 15 years to
see truly how grievous a wound it
cut. It’s a wound we've spent time
healing and trying to learn from,
but it's a scar that will remain.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

9-11 a date that shook our foundations
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Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com
We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-

nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

Giving Newton a face lift
could be cheap, effective

So here I am at the end of the
first day back from vaca-
tion. Really stressed out.

Why? Because, you know, when
you go on vacation and that first
day back, things can be a little
crazy.

I went to take photos of Gov.
Sam Brownback during the after-
noon, and the governor extended
his hand to introduce himself to
me. As he held out his hand, he
said, “And you are?”

And I said, “Freaking out.”
Yes, he's the governor, and yes,

I should have given him more at-
tention, but my extremely expen-
sive camera lens had just quit
working. Arg.

I did shake his hand, intro-
duced myself and explained to
him why I was freaking out. The
Governor of Kansas didn't have
any thoughts on how to fix it. He
just kind of drifted away. I don't
blame him.

My poor lens has been with me
to so many events and so many
places. There have been storms,
shooting events like a prayer vigil
and community service, sporting
events and many other things.
You name, it, I might've been
there with my Canon EF 70-
200mm F2.8 lens. If you know
cameras, you know how fast and
awesome this lens is. To buy it
new, it's around $1,800. Ouch.

I'm getting some kind of evil

message on my camera screen
that tells me to clean the contacts
on the lens, which I did, and that
didn't help. When things go
wrong mechanically, it feels like
the world is crashing down on
me. Fixing things is not some-
thing I'm good doing, and of
course, I don't want to spend an
arm and a leg getting anything
fixed. Things should just run and
work properly.

I use my camera for work and
for play, rain and shine, clouds
and floods. My camera and the
smaller lens I use are working
just fine, but not the big lens. The
camera and misbehaving lens
have taken thousands and thou-
sands of photos. Maybe it's just
worn out.

It's been having a little prob-
lem for a few weeks now, and
today of all days, it just decided
to quit working. The auto focus
won't work nor will the F-stops

with that lens. In case you can't
tell, I'm obsessing on this some,
and it will be that way until it's
fixed or I get a new lens.

I know life is full of hiccups and
burps and sometimes plain out-
right killer slaps, so I know I
need to “relax and think about
something else,” as Adam here
put it. Worse things have hap-
pened to me. Worse things will
happen to me, and I really like to
have the right equipment to take
great photos. It's one of the ways
I make a living.

It seems like, even though it's
great to take a vacation, week-
long vacations can last three
weeks—the week before you're
working ahead to help co-workers
out when you're gone, then
there's the actual vacation, and
then the third week, you're trying
to catch up and put out fires.

So, right now, I'm seeing life
through a broken lens, if you will,
quite upset about my baby.
Things are skewed somewhat. We
all have days like this where
everything seems to go wrong. I
guess I just need to fix the lens
through which I see life, and let
go and let God.

Wendy Nugent is the features
editor at Newton Now. She can be

reached at wendy@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Seeing my life through a broken lens

CARTOON BY AMY SMARSH-JOHNSON/NEWTON NOW

Sometimes the cheapest ideas can be the most effec-
tive.

With cuts, and tax increases, and the dire times in the
news at City Hall, we get it. There's not a lot of cash
flow.

Times like these call for the city to look to get the
most bang out of its buck and to be looking everywhere.

And that everywhere involves taking citizen sugges-
tions. 

About a month ago, a resident named Constance
Gehring made a presentation to the city commission:
help paint Newton. 

Gehring said a strong part of the community was its
historic houses, but many houses in the community are
run down and in need of paint.

She said the City of Newton could mirror efforts seen
in Hutchinson and Haven to encourage residents to
paint their buildings.

Both cities provide a certain amount of money that
serves as a voucher to help offset the cost of paint.

In Hutchinson's case, it sets aside $5,000 a year. The
money is used to provide a 10 percent discount for home
painters at a local paint store. The discount is limited to
$300 per person, and the program is income limited to
make sure the dollars go to those who need help. 

And to add on to the program, the city partners with
volunteer organizations and churches to find volunteers
to help paint the houses of those who are unable to.

Think of all the homeowners on fixed incomes in New-
ton. And think of how many of those homes could use
painting. And finally, think of the vast amount of
churches, volunteer organizations and non-profits the
community has. If Newton could get all of those things
together, it could get at least 10 or 12 houses in need of
paint painted a year. 

That's not very much, but think if each neighborhood
in town had its most rundown house painted. And think
of that effort multiplying over five years.

This program sounds a bit pie in the sky or too good to
be true. 

But we've seen it work effectively in Haven, which we
cover with our sister paper The Clarion. Or you could
take the word of former Hutchinson Mayor and Council
Member Jade Piros de Carvalho's word. We called her
up and asked how the program worked. 

“It's been really effective. It leverages tax dollars to
raise evaluations on an entire block,” she said. “You fix
up one house, and it motivates others to fix up their
houses.”

She said that once the group got the effort coordi-
nated with volunteers the process and participation has
grown.

The City of Newton did something similar. 
Piros de Carvalho said Hutchinson pursued the idea

because with its International Property Maintenance
Code it requires homeowners to have well-painted
homes. The program helps those who don't have as
much money to stay up to code.

Newton employs the same code but offers no such as-
sistance. 

Newton already spends money on beautification, be
they tree programs, the parks, or downtown flowers pro-
grams. It's not impossible to think in a budget as mas-
sive as the city's that $5,000 could be reallocated. 

Gehring presented the commission a great idea. They
thanked her for the presentation, and that's the last
we've heard so far.

But we don't want to see this idea die. We encourage
the commission to bring it back up in conversation in
coming meetings, as well as residents to ask the com-
missioners about the idea. 

“We all know that when we go to sell our house we are
advised to spruce it up with some paint. I believe our
town could be spruced up a bit and be more attractive to
potential homeowners and businesses,” Gehring said. 

We couldn't agree more. 
Newton could use a sprucing up, and for so low a cost,

the idea seems like a no brainer. 
We could raise property values, get houses up to code,

assist the elderly and provide volunteer opportunities in
one fell swoop. The program offers the city the biggest
bang for its buck we can imagine.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

WENDY’S WORDS

WENDY NUGENT

Legislature key to change
If Kansans are as dismayed and disgusted at what

has happened to our state’s finances as the polls sug-
gest, then our November vote is crucial. Put the brakes
on the governor’s destructive policies by electing legisla-
tors who actually represent the people’s interests,
rather than think tanks and big-money-funded special
interest groups like the American Legislative Exchange
Council (ALEC).

Start here in Harvey County by electing Tim Hodge to
the Kansas House of Representatives, 72nd district.
Hodge is passionate about repealing the current disas-
trous tax system that benefits the wealthy at the ex-
pense of ordinary working people and with restoring
proper funding to public schools and state universities.

With the current legislature supporting the policies
that have brought about the collapse of the state
budget, Kansans have watched our quality public edu-
cation system slowly being starved to death. Funds for
highways, public services, and public employees’ retire-
ment have been raided. Figures just released indicate
more cuts are coming! And now, the courts are threat-
ened by the administration’s movement to oust the cur-
rent justices of the State Supreme Court in order to
pack it with political cronies.

The legislators we elect are key to the future of
Kansas. Tim Hodge has the background in law, the de-
termination, and the calm, rational approach needed to
work for the vital change we must see in Topeka.

Gini Coleman Johnson
Newton 
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Yesterday. Today. Tomorrow.
Ho-hum. Life goes on rather
predictably, until something

happens to send our predictable
routine spinning down the road. 

Think of today, tomorrow, and
yesterday as personalities. Today
is routine, fairly dependable. Rea-
sonably controllable. Methodic.

Then there is Tomorrow. The
harbor of excitement and anxiety.
Anticipation and worry. Unknown
and unpredictable. Fluid. 

Yesterday. Good ol’ Yesterday.
The carrier of fond memories and
countless regrets.  Yesterday is
done. We can see it only in our
rear view mirror. But Yesterday’s
choices have defined Today and
will influence Tomorrow.

We have all had our lives
jarred. The culprit can be an acci-
dent or illness. Natural disaster.
The loss of someone special. Sud-
denly, we simply must put one
foot in front of the other and
march through Today. Tomorrow
we will do the same thing. Uncer-
tainty becomes our new routine.
Someday, Today will become Yes-
terday. 

Recent changes in my world
have resulted in a bit of exciting
chaos. Routine disrupted. Living
in the craziness of Today in prepa-
ration for the excitement of To-
morrow. Tearfully and joyfully
reflecting on Yesterday. 

When the Newton City Com-
mission eliminated the Commu-
nity Advancement position, my
world felt upside down. I have
worked hard since I was in high
school. Work is part of our iden-
tity; it guides our purpose. Sud-
denly, I was confused not only

about Tomorrow but wasn’t sure
what Today meant. I clung to Yes-
terday. 

But God has this interesting
way of turning on the light for us.
Dave and I realized this was the
nudge needed for us to take the
leap into retirement. A new chap-
ter is about to be written. 

Suddenly, Yesterday, Today, and
Tomorrow look a little different.

For once, we decided to make
the leap into retirement; it
seemed obvious that a move to
Twinsville was our calling. We
have always spent our leisure
time in the Kansas City area. The
realization that now we could live
in closer proximity to our pre-
cious Luke and Blake was a
game-changer. We re-tooled our
thinking, we prayed, we
processed. Then we kicked it into
high gear. 

Ridiculously unexpected high
gear. 

We sold our home and pur-
chased a house in Lakewood, a
lovely area of Lee’s Summit, Mo.
We fell in love with the area dur-
ing our many jaunts to Kansas
City. Lakes, playgrounds, beauti-
ful family amenities. Proximity to

fun things in the metro area. We
dreamed about living there, but
never dreamed Tomorrow would
be Today.

With this move, Tomorrow
holds new experiences and prom-
ise, but Today feels crazy! 

We have lived in our home for a
long time—never yearned for big-
ger or better. Assumed we would
retire in Newton and someday be
carried out of this house. There is
palpable karma within these
walls from 30 years of time
shared with family and special
friends. Yesterday was so good to
us. 

Yes, Tomorrow offers a new
chapter. Easy time with our
grandchildren. An exciting fresh
start. A step away from local poli-
tics and ideology. The enticement
of change and adventure. 

But the move is definitely bit-
tersweet. Newton is in my soul.
Newton has been good to us.
While I worry about its lack of a
clear vision for the future, New-
ton is a strong, good community.
Compassion is in this commu-
nity’s history and ethos. Many
cool projects are in our scope, if
the community and elected lead-
ership are willing to step up to
the plate and bring them into re-
ality. Tomorrow can be bright for
Newton, and I will always be a
Newtonian in spirit. Love this
town, love so many people.

Go for it, Newton!

Barbara Burns has spent much
of her adult life working with and
for the Newton community in var-

ious roles and volunteer efforts. 

Sometimes tomorrow unexpectedly becomes today Guest Editorial

Weigh in

American dream would
pull at us, too

Many years ago I was part
of an online writing
group. One of the mem-

bers and I decided to meet in per-
son at an author event being
hosted by a bookstore near her
hometown. 

We had shared a few months of
critiquing and conversing online
with other members, and it
seemed natural to meet face to
face since we lived within an hour
of each other.

I had seen her photo, so I knew
what she looked like, making it
easy to pick her out of the crowd
and find the table she saved for
us. I had been anticipating the
talks we would have about her
writing, my writing, what we
thought of each other’s styles and
stories, and getting a sense of
how my work came across to her. 

Which is probably why I
stopped mid-sit when, after we
both said our initial hellos, her
second sentence choice was,
“Wow, I thought you’d be taller.”

I don’t remember her reaction
to my reaction, but I think I even-
tually came up with something
clever like, “Um, nope.” 

I mulled this over for a long
time, as I do, while driving home
that night. What about my head-
shot and our online conversations
would make her think I was
taller? 

Maybe my head looked too big
to belong on a short body and
would have seemed more natural
on top of a long one. Or was it

something about my writing that
screamed “long torso!” 

I also don’t remember specific
conversations in the days follow-
ing our meeting, but I seem to re-
call she apologized for her
comment, which was just as hard
to respond to, honestly. 

Is being called out for God-
given shortness something to for-
give? I don’t think so. And since
everyone at some point has been
on the speaking end of bad deci-
sions, it’s not something I would
hold against her if it were.

I don’t know; it was a confusing
interaction. 

She based her perception of me
off of what she had seen, which
up to that point had only been a
picture of my face and some loose
paragraphs. 

So what can we tell about a
person by the pieces they show
us?

There’s a quote that goes some-
thing like, “Everyone you meet is
fighting a battle you know noth-
ing about. Be kind. Always.”

I wouldn’t say that in our inter-
action, what she said was unkind
so much as odd. But this is just a
light-hearted example of the
power behind what we say to
each other. I have no idea what
else we talked about that day. I
just know that one unexpected
comment threw me. 

Words are innately mighty. I
think about this power more and
more since school is back in ses-
sion and all of our kids are sur-
rounded with the potential to
influence and be influenced in
their personal space on a contin-
ual basis, day after day.

What words will be used on
them? What words will they use
on others? Which way will some-
one’s words throw them?

“You never know what someone
is dealing with behind closed
doors. You only know what you
see or what you think you see,”
says author Mackenzie Phillips. 

Whether someone’s smile is
real or there to cover up sadness
or an entire life we know nothing
about, the one thing that won’t
make things worse is a solid, sin-
cere, hearty positive word. It’s a
small thing, but sometimes the
least we can do is just enough.

Shelley Plett is a graphic de-
signer for the Free Press and

Kansas Publishing Ventures. She
can be reached at

shelley@hillsborofree press.com.
This column first appeared in a

previous issue.

The least we can do might just be enough

VOICE FOR THE COMMUNITY

BARB BURNS

PARTS OF SPEECH

SHELLEY PLETT

It is easy to take a principled stand on topics that will
never affect you.

Immigration policy is on top of the news cycle right
now, especially with Republican presidential candidate
Donald Trump’s visit to Mexico and his speech on the
topic last week.

Most of us will never deal directly with the policy.
Sure, we might possibly be indirectly impacted in a vari-
ety of ways. But, hey, we’re already here. We are Ameri-
cans. We don’t have to worry about whether or not this
country accepts our residency status and whether or not
we might get rounded up and kicked out.

We can stand back and complain about these people
who, often illegally, enter this country in the dark of the
night and stick around, hidden among us.

One exercise I use to test my true stance on a political
topic is to think what it would be like to be in the shoes
of the directly affected people.

What if I was a Mexican, living in Mexico?
What if I was in dire straits, with either a job that

didn’t allow me to pay for basic expenses or I was with-
out a job and had no prospects because of a poor econ-
omy?

What if I had kids who faced a future filled with only
struggle and poverty?

Would I want that for my children? 
If I knew of an opportunity in the great country just

to the north, would I be tempted to slip over the border
to try to give my family a chance of doing more than just
getting by? Even if it was illegal, and dangerous, if an
act of this kind would give my kids a future where they
could get ahead, would I do it?

Well, the answer is pretty easy.
Absolutely. 
Yes, the act would be totally illegal. I would try to

make some concessions for assuring safety in swim-
ming, walking or boating across a border river, but I
would do it.

Why wouldn’t I? Look at the things we do for our kids.
Every generation tries to work hard to improve the lives
of their children.

If it came to it, I would protect them with my life. But
I’m nothing special—any parent who loves their chil-
dren would do the same.

With that being the case, how could I possibly attempt
to place some level of shame on the immigrants who do
come here illegally?

The problem with our country isn’t with the immi-
grants—the United States was built on immigration—it
is the policies that guide the system that seem to be bro-
ken.

I am not qualified to suggest what should be done to
address the many faults and failings of the current state
of affairs with immigration. But the rhetoric against the
people needs to stop.

The grand majority of these people are just like you
and me, making hard decisions for the betterment of
their next generation. If placed in their situation, I
would do the same and you would do the same and in
our minds, the illegal acts would be justified.

Opportunity abounds in America for those willing to
put in some effort. Most immigrants take jobs we don’t
want. They’re willing to put in the effort to get the op-
portunity. The American dream is alive in the minds of
these people. Who are we to question the pull of this
dream?

—Dan Thalmann, the Washington County News

Hodge understands schools
Despite what national pundits may say, Kansas is a

great place. Furthermore, Harvey County is a community
that has routinely shown strong values. Tim Hodge be-
lieves this more than anyone and is running for the 72nd
District House of Representatives seat. I have known Tim
and his family for several years, having had the opportu-
nity to work with each member of his family through
school, classes, and camps. I both know and trust the fam-
ily values Tim clearly exhibits, as well as his investment
in securing a strong and safe community for all Kansans.  

What I have most witnessed is Tim’s dedication to
strong public schools. Tim has served on the USD 373
school board for many years, and with three children at-
tending and his wife working for Harvey County public
schools, Tim understands the worth that quality educa-
tion can have on a community. When a community's edu-
cation system grows stronger, the community as a whole
grows stronger. One of Tim’s priorities in the House would
be ensuring that public schools have adequate funding
and proven teacher-supported policies, giving students
the best opportunities for success.

It is no secret that Kansans have felt the impact of rash
and reckless decisions in Topeka. Recent Kansas primar-
ies show Kansans are ready to start working to correct
these policies, some of which have included unsustainable
tax policies, large cuts to Kansas infrastructure programs,
and attacks on public education. I strongly believe that
Tim Hodge is a highly qualified candidate and support his
candidacy.

Brian Skinner
Newton teacher

CONTACT YOUR LEADERS
Newton Mayor Glen Davis
316-283-8976
glendavis3@cox.net

Newton Vice Mayor Barth Hague
316-283-2785
hague@mail.com

Newton Commissioner Leroy Koehn
316-772-3166
ldkoehn@kpc.kscoxmail.com
Newton Commissioner David A. Ny-
gaard

316-207-7934
dnygaard@cox.net

Newton Commissioner Kathy Valen-
tine
316-516-4691
happyvalentine@cox.net

North Newton Mayor Ron Braun
316-283-7990
rdbraun@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Gregg

Dick
316-283-1366
greggd@bethelks.edu

North Newton Council Member Jim
Goering
316-284-0786
sgoering02@gmail.com

North Newton Council Member Paul
Harder
316-283-8262
phhefh@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Ron
Ratzlaff
316-283-2566
ratzlaff@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Jane
Schmidt
316-283-6251
jschmidt@bethelks.edu
Harvey County Commissioner George
A. “Chip” Westfall
316-283-5360

chipw58@cox.net
Harvey County Commissioner Randy
Hague
316-284-7340
randy@haguespaint.com

Harvey County Commissioner Ron
Krehbiel
620-463-2874

74th KS Representative District
Don Schroeder
State House, Room 512-N

Kansas House of Representatives
Topeka, KS 66612
785 296-7500
don.schroeder@house.ks.gov

72nd KS Representative District
Marc Rhoades
State House, Room 459-W
Kansas House of Representatives
Topeka, KS 66612
785-296-7671
marc.rhoades@house.ks.gov

Say what?
Have the courage to follow
your heart and intuition.
They somehow know what
you truly want to become.

Steve Jobs
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however. Mojo’s, Norm's, and
Karen's Kitchen before it be-
came 701 Cafe. 

They blame a culprit: Broad-
cast Music Inc., the American
Society of Authors Composers
and Publishers and the Society
of European Stage Authors and
Composers. 

“I explain it like they are
three mafia families,” Palmer
said. “They're a racket.”

The three groups are per-
forming rights organizations
and basically charge musicians
and venues fees to play any
song that the company owns li-
censing for, and between the
three, they own most commonly
performed songs. 

If a venue doesn't pay up for
licensing, around $1,500, Meier
and Palmer say the harassment
starts. 

For Palmer, the calls started
in 2013. For Meier, they started
a year later.

Meier and Palmer both re-
ported up to five phone calls a
day threatening legal action or
to shut their business down be-
cause they had an act perform
what BMI holds was a licensed
song. The company was asking
the owners to cough up $1,500
for a license, in some cases.

Palmer said he believed the
company paid representatives
to scour local papers and Face-
book to find concerts at small
venues and then call and harass
the venue owners. 

“It seems like every time we'd
post an event, two days later
we'd start getting calls,” Palmer
said. 

BMI, in a press release put
out on Sept. 8, claimed more
than $1 billion in revenue last
year and said 88 percent of that
revenue went to artists. 

BMI didn't immediately re-
spond to an interview review re-

quest made on Tuesday, Sept.
12.

Palmer and Meier both ques-
tioned how, exactly licensing
revenue went to artists, as they
said during their various calls
they received they were never
required to show the bands’ set
lists, only to pay a licensing fee.

The groups work with bigger
entities like radio stations and
large concert venues, but their
reach extends all the way down
to the smallest infringement in
a place like Newton, Kan. 

For instance, BMI went after
Rosie Martin of Genova Italian
Restaurant for playing the
radio. 

“They were saying that I was
playing unauthorized music,
using the radio without paying
for the rights,” she said. “They
said I had to pay for public
radio.”

She also said they were also
upset at her for having two of
her friends in the restaurant oc-
casionally playing music. The
period lasted for about six
months last year. 

“They harassed me for a long
time,” she said. “They were call-
ing in the morning, at night, 4
o'clock, 2 o'clock. Sometimes
five phone calls a day.”

She said the non-stop phone
calls and threats of litigation
wore her down. 

“I was going home and liter-
ally crying out of frustration
and not knowing what to do,”
she said. 

Martin eventually got in con-
tact with T. Walton, the Harvey
County Sheriff. Walton had
dealt with the groups because
he said they harassed his wife,
Karen, when she had Karen's
Kitchen and occasional live
music. 

“It is bullying, what they do,”
Walton said. “According to
them, you can't even play the
radio.

At first we thought it was a
scam thing. But they do have

some power, and they do have
powerful attorneys.”

Walton said, in Martin's case,
he called BMI up, told him he
was the sheriff of the county
and that she claimed they were
harassing her. 

He did something similar in
the case of Karen's Kitchen, and
the group threatened to close
the restaurant's doors, some-
thing he then informed them
wasn't going to happen. 

Martin said after Walton
called the group the harass-

ment stopped, but she has since
decided to play it safe. 

She plays no music in her
restaurant outside of her
kitchen. Not even the radio. 

Meier, Palmer, and Walton
also decided to quit having live
music rather than to risk the
groups’ ire. 

The simple solution for all
this would be for Newton ven-
ues to find bands that didn't
play covers of songs, but Meier
said that's easier said than
done. 

For her, sitting on Bethel's
campus, many of the prospec-
tive musicians who would play
are young and just starting out,
lacking a large enough reper-
toire to put on an original show. 

And even if it was something
relatively original, she said she
still got harassed for the show,
like a Bethel Jazz Ensemble, for
instance.

Palmer agreed. 
“For venues our size and com-

munities our size It's not a
money-making operation,”
Palmer said. “What it misses is
the kid who is learning to play
the guitar, isn't ever going to
write songs but needs a venue
to perform. It's crazy.”

Which brings the story
around to Chris Young, who is
putting on a concert next week.

Young before running his
restaurant spent more than a
decade in the music business,
managing singers, promoting
venues and events and discov-
ering talents. 

He said he's got pretty good
knowledge of the groups work-
ing in Wichita. 

His strategy breaks down to
telling representatives to leave
if they show up.

“I’ve yet to be challenged by
them, but if that was to happen
I'd contact my entertainment
lawyer,” he said. “It's a racket
but it's a real deal.”

He said, in his experience,
he's never seen the group actu-
ally pursue litigation, but he's
heard about it.

Young said a long-term solu-
tion may be various music ven-
ues in town teaming up to try
to purchase a group show li-
cense. 

Palmer also brought up such
an idea as a cost-effective way
to return live music to Newton.

“We could have a really nice
music network going on,” he
said. “I'd love to see if there
was a way to get a community-
wide license.”

MUSIC
From Page 1

company.”
Wedel said when he

started 10 years ago, peo-
ple from his graduating
class would shop at the
store, but now they're
gone, he said, adding he
does see some once in a
while. Wedel is a 1944
graduate of Burns High
School.

Harms said her father
is a very social person,
and the whole town of
Newton comes into the
store, so he gets to see his
family and friends.

He has various duties in
the store.

“When it's raining, he
has to dry all the carts,
because people don't want
to shop with wet carts,”
Harms said.

“I stand right out there,
see they get carts and
greet them when they
come in the door and say,
'Welcome to Wal-Mart,'”
Wedel said.

Wedel said he believes
the store has 300 shop-
ping carts.

His hours number 18
per week, as he works
three, six-hour shifts.

“I've had as many as 32
hours a week,” Wedel
said.

The work schedule is
made out three weeks in
advance, and Wedel said
his shifts can start at any-
time of the day on any
day.

Wedel's family, as well

as his doctor, support his
employment.

“That's what his heart
doctor told us is, “Let him
die with his boots on be-
cause he has such a good
work ethic,'” Harms said.
“'Let him work.'”

Wedel has a work phi-
losophy.

“Get out of bed and go
to work,” Wedel said.

Rhonda Liggett, who

has been his supervisor
for six years, enjoys hav-
ing Wedel at the store,
saying he does a good job
of keeping his area clean
and making sure all the
carts are at the front of
the store.

“He always comes to
work,” Liggett said. “He
has a very good work
ethic.”

In addition, she said

Wedel does some humani-
tarian things, like at
Christmas, buying a big
loading cart full of canned
goods, which are donated.

“I think it's really good
he does that,” she said,
adding he's very honest,
“which I think is a very
endearing quality.”

In addition, the retired
farmer has helped young
mothers who had their
hands full, and he's car-
ried items outside for cus-
tomers.

“If he's supposed to be
here, he's here,” Liggett
said. “He's very depend-
able.”

Another employee,

Lorna Hakes with human
resources, also likes work-
ing with Wedel.

“He's been a real joy to
work with here,” she said.

Wedel, who just moved
into assisted living at
Kidron Bethel Village in
North Newton, was able
to put this work philoso-
phy to use during the
years.

“Yes, I farmed all my
life,” he said, jokingly
adding, “Worked for John
Deere for 60 years. Used
their equipment.”

He grew wheat, corn
and grain sorghum.

“One time, I had 35,000
egg-laying hens,” Wedel

said. “I had chickens until
the big companies took
over the market.”

The farm was east of El-
bing, and after he retired
from farming, he and his
wife, Martha, moved to
Elbing, Harms said. Now,
Martha is on the south
side of Newton at Kansas
Christian Home.

Wedel likes to do things
for himself.

“He loves to cook for
himself,” Harms said.
“He's a very healthy eater.
His brother just passed
away at 97. He's still in
that mentality you've
gotta get up and do some-
thing.”

WEDEL
From Page 1

annually to maintain the
park.

Waltner will have a draft
with details of a possible
park sale at the next meet-
ing. 

Waltner recommended
that any money raised from
the sale of Camp Hawk be
used for improvements to
West Park and East Park. 

“There are improvements
we want to make. The com-
mission made it clear that if
we do divest ourselves from
Camp Hawk, the proceeds
will go to those kinds of im-
provements,” he said.

He said it was more re-
sponsible for the county to
operate two parks based on
his expectation that rev-
enue streams will get more
meager each year. 

While the park will be for
sale, the county will not sell
an additional 2.79 acres of
land at the park where an
800-megahertz radio tower
was constructed. The
county will hold onto the
small tract and easement
for access to the tower.

Commission Chairman
George “Chip” Westfall said

the county looked at selling
Camp Hawk every year
during the budget season.

“Get ready for your
phones to ring,” Hague said.

Commissioner Ron Kre-
hbiel joked about getting an
unlisted phone number.

Waltner said the house at
Camp Hawk, which used to
house park employees, was
in disrepair. The dam is in
good shape, but there are
leaks in the overflow area,
he added.

For the other piece of
property, the ResCare
building, the group pays the
county $2,000 a month in
rent for the building near
Centennial Park.
Northview Development
Services previously occu-
pied the building. Waltner
said someone could pur-
chase the building with a
tenant already in place.
ResCare has shown no in-
terest in purchasing the
building.

The public has 45 days in
which to lodge a protest
against the sale of either
piece of property once the
county proceeds with a
plan. If the sales go
through, the county would
either use a realtor or sell
them at auction.

COUNTY
From Page 1

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Patty Meier goes through pages of paperwork she was sent by BMI. Meier said she
quit holding live shows after constant calls from the group threatening to sue her. 

part of their utility bill.
The payment goes to paying off

the new Newton Sewer Plant.
The plant, near completion,

has come in $4 million under
budget, making for less debt for
the city to pay off. 

In March, the city projected
being able to cut the sewage up-
grade fee by $6 a month for a
user of 300 cubic gallons. 

A recent discussion at the end
of August cut that number to $4
to $5 for the user of 300 cubic
gallons to put more money into a
maintenance reserve fund for the
sewer plant.  The commission
also made the direction to staff to
move up a scheduled $1.59
sewage base rate increase from
2017 to the day that the upgrade
fees decrease. The move was in-
tended to make utility bill payers
feel like the city wasn't giving
them a decrease and then in-
creasing utility prices. 

City Manager Bob Myers came
to the city commission Tuesday
night with that option, though
the savings presented decreased
to $3.29 per month for a user of
300 cubic feat of water. That
number took into account the in-
crease in base sewer rates. 

The commission
was set to vote at
its regular meeting
later in the evening
on cutting the up-
grade fee.

Myers then threw
a curve ball, telling
the city commission
it had another op-
tion, to hold off on the upgrade
fee cuts and instead use the
whole fee to pay off the loan on
the sewage plant roughly nine
years early. 

Myers told the commission that
paying off the loan so early would
save the city roughly $2.3 million
in interest and be a fiscally sound
decision. 

He then said the city could also
use money from the fee to offset
any scheduled sewage rate in-
creases in the future, which
might prolong how quickly it
pays off the plant in a few years,
but offer Newton residents some-
thing in exchange for losing the
decrease of plant upgrade fees. 

This suggestion was cause for
some indecision within the city
commission. 

Commissioner Kathy Valentine
said she liked the idea of paying
the plant off early, though she
had to consider how community
members felt after being told
they were getting a fee increase. 

Commissioner Leroy Koehn

said that from feedback he re-
ceived, he believed the commu-
nity would rather see the city pay
the plant off early.

Commissioner Barth Hague
sounded somewhat in favor of the
plan, though he had reservations
for setting a precedent of freezing
certain utility rate increases. 

“The compelling story in this is
the amount of money we save the
City of Newton in doing this,”
Hague said. 

Mayor Glen Davis said he saw
the logic in the move but also had
reservations as he believed the
public believed it was promised a
decrease in the past.  

“It puts me in a dilemma, be-
cause I believe in integrity,” he
said. “I've never gone back on a
promise. So I feel like I'm obli-
gated to keep that promise even
though I didn't make that prom-
ise. I think the smart thing in re-
ality is to pay it off in nine
years.”

Davis eventually ended the
work session saying that the city
commission needed public feed-
back and time to think and ad-
journed the meeting. 

So now the question for New-
ton residents is do they want a
small decrease in their monthly
utility bill now or a large de-
crease in the utility bill in nine or
10 years—and whether they
trust that the decrease will come. 

FEES
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Front-end Supervisor Rhonda Liggett, right, speaks with Wilmer Wedel on Monday morning. 

Myers

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
“He's very dependable,” says Rhonda Liggett, right, about 90-year-old
Wilmer Wedel, left. 
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FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Prestressed Concrete, Inc. is seeking 
Full Time Concrete Laborers 

in Newton, Kansas 
M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Previous concrete or construction 
experience is a plus but we do offer 

on-the-job-training as well.
Excellent benefits including health/ 

dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 
retirement, vacation and holidays. 

Please contact the main office at
2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 

an application or 
call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

rschroeder@prestressedconcreteinc.com

Parkside Homes Current Needs
Healthcare Center:

RN - 2nd Shift - 2-10 pm
CNA/CMA - 2nd & 3rd Shift

Homemaker/Housekeeper - 6:30 am - 2:00 pm
Dining Assistant - 4:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Assisted Living:
CMA - 5 pm - 5 am

Please contact Marci Heidebrecht, HR, at (620) 947-2301 
or marcih@parksideks.org for an application. 

Criminal background checks run at the time of job offer. 
Parkside is proud to be a drug-free, EOE workplace.

200 Willow Road, Hillsboro, KS  67063
(620) 947-2301  •  www.parksideks.org

The Arts and Crafts Association is looking for a new
Fair Director

starting in 2017.

This is a paid contract position and allows for flexible hours.
The fair director position requires strong organizational and
people skills, as well as being detail oriented. It is recom-
mended that the director be located in the Hillsboro area.

Please submit resumes to 
marketing@hillsboroartsandcraftsfair.org or to the 

Arts and Crafts Association at 120 N Main in Hillsboro, KS 

Looking for a personable, SMART,
energetic person to join our team.

Full-Time advertising sales
position for the Clarion and 

Newton Now newspapers. 

Experience in marketing and advertising
sales preferred. If you aren't afraid to

see people in person or talk on the
phone, please contact us. We would

love to visit with you. (Non newspaper
readers need not apply.)

Newton, KS • 316-281-7899

Andale, KS • 316-445-2444

Kansas Publishing Ventures
in South Central Kansas is 

searching for a 

FULL TIME MANAGING 
EDITOR for the 

Herington Times.

Experience preferred. 
Please contact publisher 

Joey Young at 316-712-2125

HELP WANTED
Position available for
HVAC installer and/or

service technician.
Experience preferred.
Call for an application.

SEND RESUME TO:
KVK Inc.

Heating & Air Conditioning

1377 Sage Road
Woodbine, KS 67492

785-257-3224

FT-Shift Supervisor 
$18/hr

FT – Maintenance 
1st shift; $15/hr

FT – Machine Operators 
All shifts; $12- $13/hr

FT – Exp. Press Op. 1st, 2nd, 
3rd Shift; $12/hr

FT – Assembly 1st, 2nd, 
3rd Shift; $11- $12/hr

HELP WANTED
Position available for
HVAC installer and/or

service technician.
Experience preferred.
Call for an application.

SEND RESUME TO:
KVK Inc.

Heating & Air Conditioning

1377 Sage Road
Woodbine, KS 67492

785-257-3224

Your classified ad will appear in both the Hillsboro Free Press and Newton Now...
reaching every Marion County household and Newton Now subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display: $12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25.50)

Call 620-947-5702 
or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!

THE HERINGTON TIMES

E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

704 S. Ash • Hillsboro, KS

Applications can be picked up at 
704 S. Ash or online at

SalemHomeKS.org

Salem Home currently has the 
following position open:

Full-time / Part-time
CNA

FULL VISION INC
First Shift Assembler: 

Position requires much atten-
tion to technical detail; 2 years
manufacturing experience and
stable work history; High
School or GED. Benefits in-
clude vacation, holidays, par-
tial-paid insurance, 401(k).
Located on the west edge of
Newton, just off of Hwy 50 at
3017 Full Vision Drive, New-
ton. 
Apply within or send resume

to hr@full-vision.com
www.full-vision.com. EOE

Salon Help Wanted
2 positions:

Stylist (able to cut
men’s hair too!) 

& Nail Tech
Experienced & dependable. 

Call Jeanne Penner 
at 620-947-3401 
or 620-947-2248

111 E. Grand Ave, Hillsboro

Marion-Florence USD 408 is
taking applications for

Bus Driver Positions

for the 2016-2017

school year

Successful candidates will be
required to have or obtain a
Commercial Driver’s License
and must pass the district’s

drug and alcohol test.  The dis-
trict will pay for training for the
CDL and wages will be earned
during training.  Starting salary
is $11.00 per hour. Bus Drivers
are guaranteed 20 hours per
week with the possibility for
additional hours for activity

trips.  Benefit package is avail-
able including health insur-
ance.  Interested individuals
should contact the Central 

Office, 101 N. Thorp, Marion,
620-382-2117 for information

or apply online at
https://usd408.tedk12.com/hire

USD 408 is an equal 
educational opportunity

agency.

1 Employment
Truck Driver needed for custom harvesting.
CDL required. Will help right person get
CDL. 316-284-1663. Russ in Canton, KS.
24-tfn

Needing some extra income? Looking for
a change of pace? EVENTS CUSTODIAL
STAFF and substitute part time help need-
ed at CENTRE SCHOOLS. Must be avail-
able some evenings and some Saturdays.
MUST apply through IServe Professional
Cleaning, send resume to i-serve@live.com
or call 316-321-1995 to arrange interview.
37-2tp

Wright’s 
Storage

$25
Move-in Rebate

109 East D St.
Hillsboro
947-2690

877-0898 (cell)NOW LEASING
New twin homes 

located in Hillsboro. 
Low income, 

very affordable.
Applications available at

City Building, 
Hillsboro State Bank and 

Real Estate Center. 
For questions, call
316-775-3000.

4 Merchandise

For Sale
Two swivel recliners for sale! One Maroon

and one Blue. $80 Each, Good Shape.

Call 620-727-0492. 37-1tp

3 For Rent

Apartments/Homes/Rooms
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. 
rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

2 Bedroom Country Home. Available Sept
15th. Very Nice. 17 Miles West of Herington
and 17 Miles South of Abilene. Appliances
Furnished. $490/Month. Deposit Required.
No Smoking. No Pets. Ph 785 823 7812
6PM to 9PM. 36-2tc

3 For Rent

Storage

3 For Rent

Apartments/Homes/Rooms
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S&S Tours, LLC
888-258-2405 or 785-819-4650

Oct. 3-4 • Mystery Casino
Trip - 4 Casinos - $93 ppdo

$20/1 meal - Maybe more back
Departs Salina, Abilene & north

Nov. 4-7 • Branson Christmas
$439 ppdo - Daniel O’Donnell
Moses - The Haygoods - Marty
Robbins Tribute - The Farnum

Family - 1 more show - 6 meals -
Departs Salina, Abilene, 

Herington & east.

Garage Sale
RICHMOND GARAGE SALE - 202 MEADOW
LANE MARION. Friday, Sept 16th 5 pm to
8 pm and Saturday, Sept 17th 8 am to 2
pm. Household goods - Furniture - De-
pression Glass - Barbies - Ladies clothes
and much more! 37-1tp

Four Family Garage Sale! 501 North C,
Herington. Saturday, Sept 17th 8am-1pm.
“Inside & Outside” 37-1tp

Multi-family moving sale. 1001 W. Walnut,
Herington. Saturday, Sept. 24, 8am-2pm.
Furniture, clothing, sewing machines, an-
tique milk botttles, antique ironstone potty
from England, old furniture needs repur-
posing, household.

Lost
LOST: Family pet cat, white with calico
ears and tail. Last seen in 700 block on
North B, Herington. Her name is Maggie.
Reward offered. If seen, please call 785-
258-2485. 37-1tp

In Peabody Nice 1BD, 1 BA, Covered porch,
Extra Storage, Double Car Garage, No
Pets, 1 yr lease $725/mo. Includes ALL
utilities. Call today 316-680-8709

NICE LARGE 1 BEDROOM APT. Hillsboro
for Responsible Adult. Partially furnished. 
Quiet neighborhood. May consider obedient
dog. Call 620-947-3535 leave message. 34-
1tc

Commercial
Prime commercial property! Downtown
Newton. 2nd and 1st floor available. Loft
Apartments also available. Reasonable
prices. References required. Send refer-
ences and inquiries to: A-964, PO BOX
825, Newton, KS 67114. 35-6tc2 Announcements

Activities

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

Help Wanted
EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln Heritage Life
Insurance Wants Insurance  Agents . Leads,
No Cold Calls .  Commissions Paid Daily .
Agency Training  . Life License Required.
Call 1-888-713-6020.

Lab tech: MT or MLT, ASCP or equivalent,
progressive southeast Nebraska hospital,
phlebotomy skills required. Competitive
pay scale, excellent benefits. Apply:
www.jchc.us. Info: HR (402) 729-6850.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori
ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

Driver Trainees Needed! Become a driver
for Stevens Transport! Earn $800 Per Week
PAID CDL TRAINING! Stevens covers all
costs! 1-888-749-2303 drive4stevens.com

LENDERS OFFERING $0 DOWN FOR LAND
OWNERS Roll your New Home and Land
Improvements into One Package.  Discount
National Pricing on Breeze II Doublewide
and our 60th Anniversary Singlewide.
Trade-ins Welcome!! 866-858-6862   

DIRECTV. NFL Sunday Ticket (FREE!)
w/Choice All-Included Package. $60/mo
for 24 months.  No upfront costs or equip-
ment to buy. Ask about next day installation!

1- 800-261-7086

DISH TV 190 channels plus Highspeed In-
ternet Only $49.94/mo!

Ask about a 3 year price guarantee & get
Netflix included for 1 year!  
Call Today 1-800-676-6809

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
Save up to 93%! Call our licensed Canadian
and International pharmacy service to
compare prices and get $15.00 off your
first prescription and FREE Shipping. 1-
800-981-6179

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can’t reach a phone! FREE
Brochure. CALL 800-605-3619

Misc.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator ? May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim independ-
ence and mobility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 800-731-1968

ADOPTION

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (MCN)

A childless, financially secure couple seeks
to adopt. Will be loving, hands-on parents.
Your expenses PAID. Call toll-free to learn
more about us-Sharon and Todd at 1-844-
377-4077. (MCN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
RV, SPORT, REC & GUN CONSIGNMENT
SALE, SAT., OCT. 8, 2016 at 9:00 A.M.
Please get gun permits to buy, prior to
sale. Consign early by Sept. 23, 2016 for
complete advertising. Next Machinery Con-
signment Sale is Nov. 14, 2016. Gilbert’s
Sale Yard, LLC, 641-398-2218. 2 Mi. N. of
Floyd, IA On Hwy. 218. www.gilbertsale-
yard.com(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-
0205 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
PAID IN ADVANCE! MAKE $1000 Weekly!!
Mailing Brochures From Home. Helping
home workers since 2001. No Experience
Required. Start Immediately! www.central-
mailing.net (VOID IN SD, WI) (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.homemoney77.com

TRUCK DRIVERS. CDL-A Company Drivers
and Owner Operators. Great pay and ben-
efits. Driver friendly. All miles paid. Many
bonuses. Home when needed. Nice equip-
ment. Paid weekly. WWW.MCFGTL.COM 

Call now 507-437-9905 (MCN)

FINANCIAL

Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, 
call: 866-871-1626 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost. 
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 1-800-263-4059 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. 
Call today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
DECLINED for a Loan or Credit
Card?DELETE Your Bad Credit. RAISE
Credit to 791 in 10 days. It’s FREE to Start.
$29.00 After Work Completed
Licensed/Bonded. 855-636-8814

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-442-
5148 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV and get a $100 Gift
Card. FREE Whole-Home Genie HD/DVR
upgrade. Starting at $19.99/mo. New Cus-
tomers Only. Don't settle for cable. Call
Now 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

19.99/mo. for DIRECTV - HD Channels+
Genie HD DVR + 3 months FREE HBO,
SHOW, MAX & STARZ + FREE NFL Sunday
Ticket! Call Now 1-888-552-7314 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can’t reach a phone! FREE
Brochure. CALL 800-306-1404 (MCN)

DISH Network -NEW FLEX PACK- Select
the Channels You Want. FREE Installation.
FREE Streaming. $39.99/24 months. ADD
Internet for $14.95 a month. 
CALL 1-800-390-3140 (MCN)

SAVE on internet and TV bundles!Order
the best exclusive cable and satellite deals
in your area! If eligible, get up to $300 in
Visa Gift Cards. CALL NOW! 1-800-925-
0146 (MCN)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Internet.
High-Speed. Avail Anywhere. Speeds to
15 mbps. Starting at $59.99/mo. Call for
Limited Time Price - 1-800-715-1644 (MCN)

Exede High Speed Internet. Plans from
$39/mo. Blazing Fast Broadband in areas
cable can’t reach. Great for business or
home. We Install Fast. 1-888-800-8236
(MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! 
Call 1-888-389-0695. 
www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com (MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid op-
erators, just real people like you. Browse
greetings, exchange messages and connect
live. Try it free. Call now: 800-357-4970
(MCN)

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

2 Announcements

seeks a

Full time
Warehouse
CDL Driver 
in Hillsboro, KS

This position will operate light
truck with capacity under 12 tons
to transport crop protection ma-
terials  within 175 miles of ware-
house. Local travel, no
overnights.

2013 or new trucks maintained in
excellent condition.

Job requirements:
• Three to six month's verifiable
previous driving experience;

• Must be 21 years of age;
• Class A or B CDL license with air
brakes, HAZMAT and tanker 
endorsements;

• Favorable DOT physical 
required;

• Negative-result drug test.

To apply, complete our online
application at: 

www.unitedsuppliers.com

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

around for since Janu-
ary and is county wide. 

“I just like helping,”
Jayden Siebert of Hal-
stead, who is a sopho-
more, said. “So far it’s
been great.”

Dawn Shirley, who
has been working for
six years at the shelter,
said that she thought it
was a blessing youth
were learning to give
and volunteer early. 

“My generation and
upwards, we were
brought up with the
idea of helping, but our

generation downwards
didn't grow up with
that as much,” she said. 

The group had plenty
of laughs baking cook-
ies and handing them
out and even washing
dishes.

“We just had so much
fun doing it together,”
Redington said.

YAR
From Page 1

WHAT DOES 9-11 MEAN TO YOU?
Abi Boese: It means

a lot to me. It reminds
me to think of people
in our community
every day. It reminds
me to appreciate my
family and give them a
hug before I leave.

Claire Pre-
heim: Even
though some-
thing terrible
happened, you
can still do other
things to make it
better. 
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Anthony Velazco (20) goes up for an aerial battle with a Wichita East defender in the third place match of the Titan Classic. After taking fourth
in the tournament, the Railer soccer team is 3-2 through the first five games of the season with a 2-1 record in double-overtime games. 

Fighting to win
Railer soccer squad shows grit through first five games

As the Railers give
up a rather soft
goal to Wichita

East in a rare defensive
lapse that led to a break-
away to give the Blue
Aces a 1-0 lead in the
third place game of the
Titan Classic on Sept. 10
with 19 minutes left,
there is plenty of reason
to be dejected. It is the
beginning of the end in a
2-0 win for East that
puts Newton into fourth
place in the tournament. 

But the way the Rail-
ers have been playing to
open the season, there is
also a funny feeling New-
ton has the Blue Aces
right where it wants
them.

“We will fight until the
whistle blows,” Newton
senior Carlos Cornejo
said. “There are a couple
of times when we go into
a double overtime or
something and we get
worried or doubt our-
selves. But once we come
out strong and we see the
momentum shift, we
know where the game is
going to go and we just

try to play as hard as we
can.”

Though the Railers fell
to Derby in the tourna-
ment semifinals on a

double-overtime goal
with 17 seconds left, the
Railers erased a 3-1
deficit to the Panthers
late in the second half. A

penalty kick from
Cornejo cut it to 3-2 just
before head coach Scott

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Carlos Cornejo gets inside the Wichita East defense and looks for some space to shoot in the second half
of the third place match of the Titan Classic. Cornejo is a senior leader on the team that has had a battle
tested first five games of the season. 

See SOCCER / 11

Newton football looks
to Tigers in Week 3

Week 2 was an odd week for the Newton High School
football team. With perennial state power Hutchinson
coming to town, the Railers didn’t need a bunch of extra
distraction and deviation from routine. But through
rain all week in preparation and a delayed start on Fri-
day night that was moved to a rare Sunday game due to

lightning after three possessions played,
the team’s resolve and adaptability was
put to the test in a 46-21 loss to the
Salthawks.

“It rained all week,” Newton head
coach Chris Jaax said. “It rained during
the game. We came back on Sunday,
which nobody plays high school football
on Sunday. I really felt like Friday night
it was a good night for our kids. The two
hours they spent in the locker room, to

me, I think we noticed a little bit of chemistry and bond-
ing taking place.”

The challenge for the Railers, as it is for every team
that plays Hutch, is the ability to match up physically
with the Salthawks. What Jaax saw from his guys was
a ton of toughness as Newton didn’t back down in the
face of a team that came to crack pads.

And just like in Week 1 against Maize, the problem
for Newton wasn’t a lack of ability to match up physi-
cally. It was a couple of missed plays and mental mis-
takes that let the game get away.

The team continues to improve, however, throughout
the course of both games, and the season as a whole.
And as the players start to see results come from their
hard work, though it did not pay off in a win, the team
has shaken off the loss with the rain and is moving for-
ward to the next challenge with Goddard Eisenhower.
That is exactly the kind of culture Jaax is trying to
make the foundation of the Newton program.

“Two losses don’t define us,” Jaax said. “It is the con-
cept of what we are working for. So, yeah, we didn’t get
it this week. But we have got to go on to the next week
and get it done that week and do the best we can.”

With the Tigers, Newton is preparing for a team Jaax
has recent knowledge of playing in a high-stakes game.
A season ago, Eisenhower met Bishop Carroll in the 5A
state semifinals. Under head coach Marc Marinelli, the
Tigers have become one of the best teams in the state. If
the Railers need an example of what can happen in a
short period of time through coming together as a team,
believing in a system and working hard to bring the pro-
gram to life in a short period of time, they can look
across the field to the opposite sideline.

“Marc Marinelli has done a great job with that pro-
gram,” Jaax said. “Five years ago, they didn’t win a
game. Four years ago, I don’t think they won a game.
Three years ago, they won maybe two games. And in the
last two years they have become one of the better teams
in 5A. They are a very well-coached team, and they have

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

Jaax

See FOOTBALL / 11

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton running back Kade Remsberg gets to the edge after reversing
the field in the first quarter on Sept. 9 at Fischer Field. 

Setting the table: Kyndal Bacon gets her shot

When Kyndal
Bacon was in
middle school,

she remembers getting to
sit right behind the New-

ton High School bench to
watch the Railers play
volleyball. The experi-
ence was part of a child-
hood spent waiting for
the day she would get her
shot on the court.

“It was just crazy,”
Bacon said. “They were

so tall. It was really moti-
vational and inspiring.
You always want to play
at the best level you can,
and growing up watching
them, it was like, that’s
the best. That was the
level you had to get to.
They were so good.”

As Bacon has made her
way on to the team, she
sat and watched one of
the best setters in the
state, Jana Boston, who
was two years ahead of
her. 

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Kyndal Bacon sets a
ball during practice
on Sept. 12. Bacon
has stepped into the
starting role as the
Railers’ setter, and is
dishing out assists to
a deep and danger-
ous group of Newton
weapons on the team. 

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See BACON / 11

Tumblers top Emporia
in home gymnastics meet

There is little doubt
the Newton High School
gymnastics team is
loaded with talent. And
even with former state
balance beam champion
and last year’s runnerup
in the event Kailey Nay-
smith out sick and
Katherine Lindgren leav-
ing the competition with
an injury, the Railers
topped Emporia 96.850
to 85.825 in Newton’s
home meet.

“I think we did really
well,” Newton senior
Carlye Anderson said.
“We had a girl out. She
was sick, and I think we
did really good for having
a small team. And then
one of our girls got in-
jured on the beam, so we
had to finish without her.
But I think this meet
went really, really well
for us.”

Anderson is entering
the season coming off a

state championship in
the uneven bars last
year. In her home meet,
the champ unveiled a
new dismount in the
event with a double back
flip she hopes will take
her routine to even
newer heights. The
whirling end high above
the gym floor helped her
earn first place in the
event with an 8.750. She
was even better on the
beam with an 8.900 help-
ing her take first place
all-around with 34.950.

“I think my strength
was on the bars because
I accomplished a new
dismount that I have
never thrown before in
over a year now,” Ander-
son said. “Beam was re-
ally good because I had a
no-fall routine.”

Right behind Carlye
all night was Kaylee An-
derson. Carlye took first
in every event except the
vault where Kaylee took
first with a 9.050, the
highest score for the

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See GYMNASTICS / 11
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 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

Hale's Sales and Service
804 SE 125th N
Sedgwick, Ks 67135

Ph# 316.772.5853
Fax 316.772.0043

www.halessalesandservice.com

Hale's Sales as Sales and Servicea
804 S

ww .halessalesandserwww

Fax 316.772.0043
Ph# 316.772.5853

Sedgwick, Ks 67135
804 SE 125th N

.comviceandser

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

American Legion
400 S. Spencer
316-283-2233

Every 3rd Sunday 
of the Month

***Open To The Public***

of the Month
y aayy 3rd SundEver

FALL HOURS!
M-F 10-6

Sat. 9-3

Bring home the

Beauty 
of Fall!

Wednesday, 9/14 thru 
Saturday, 9/17

1320 190th St., 
Hillsboro

620-877-7246

20% off TREES

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

Railer cross country shines at soggy Swather Special

The golf course in Hes-
ston was soaking wet on
Sept. 8, but the Newton
High School cross country
runners powered through
the mess for some good
performances in the
Swather Special.

The Railer boys showed
off some good depth
throughout the classes
scoring 250 team points
for a third place finish.
Dodge City took first with
89 points and Garden City
came in second with 125.

Junior Garrett Mick is

having a strong season,
picking up Newton’s top
time with an 18:09.9. But
Mick isn’t alone in a
strong junior class of run-
ners. Classmate Erik
Brown had the Railers’
second best time finishing
in 18:30.5.

Showing some strong
cardio that is in part what
makes him one of the best
wrestlers in the state, sen-
ior Logan Treaster flew
through the course in
19:17.1, the best finish for
a Newton senior and the
team’s third best finish.

In the sophomore class,
the future of Railer run-
ning is bright with Jonah
Hodge crossing the finish
line in 19:29.0 with Noah
Massanari right behind
him in 19:32.

Junior Roy Suarez
broke the 20-minute bar-
rier finishing in 19:40.6 as
did freshman Erik Jantz,
who finished in 19:43.4,

the second best time for a
6-4A freshman in Hesston.

Juniors Shawn Lettan
and Javier Moreno were
close to getting under 20
minutes with Lettau fin-
ishing in 20:07.8 and
Moreno in 20:08.5.

Senior Kaden McBee
was close as well finishing
in 21:03.0.

The Newton girls have a
bright future as well with
super sophomore Alaina
Stucky turning in the
team’s best time, taking
fifth in the sophomore
race in 23:36.8 to help the
team to an eighth place
finish with 169 points.
Liberal won the girls team
race with 45 points,
Bishop Carroll took sec-
ond with 75 points and
Garden City took third
with 82 points.

Elaina Bergquist repre-
sented the junior class,
turning in Newton’s sec-
ond best time with a

24:32.5. Sophomore Lylia
Fernandez picked up the
third best time, finishing
in 24:40.8.

Staying with the strong
underclassmen, freshman
Jaden Anton placed in the
top 15 of her race and had
the fourth best Newton
time with a 24:47.8.

Seniors Marina Yot-
suzuka and Junuen Lu-
jano had strong races with
Yotsuzuka earning a
25:06.6 and Lujano a
26:09.1.

Freshmen Mariah Mc-
Donald and Shyann Hig-
gins finished together
with McDonald getting a
27:00.6 and Higgins a
27:38.3.

Sophomore Hailey Mil-
lion got a 28:34.9 and sen-
ior Celina Greger had a
30:58.4.

The team continues the
season on Thursday, Sept.
15, at Buhler.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

JANAE REMPEL/NEWTON NOW
Newton junior Elaina Bergquist
runs during the Swather Special at
the Hesston golf course on Sept.
8. Bergquist finished 12th in the 6-
4A juniors race and had the sec-
ond best time of the day for the
Railer girls. 

Jantzi was about to
empty his bench and give
the junior varsity some
time. Andy Deckert got
the equalizer with seven
minutes left.

In the season opener,
Newton came from behind
to force double overtime
against McPherson where
the Railers picked up a
win. The team followed up
with a double overtime
win over Andover Central
a few days later. With a
win over Topeka West to
open the Titan Classic,
the 9-9 team a year ago
was off to a 3-0 start, fac-
ing some tough tests
against quality opponents.
And with the comeback
forcing overtime against
Derby, there became little
doubt as to the makeup of
this young group of play-
ers early in the season.

“I would characterize
them as fighters,” Jantzi
said. “They are here to
compete, and they know

they can compete with
anybody that steps out on
the field with them. The
last two games are hard to
swallow, but we will be
right back in it come
Thursday.”

Though the players on
this year’s team are not
without experience, they
are young. And with youth
comes a certain amount of
mystery about how they
will respond to the pres-
sures of a game in new-
found leadership roles. At
times throughout the first
five games, adversity has
led to a bit of sibling-type
infighting. It is something
the team wants to clean
up as it will have to rely
on teamwork over super-
stars if it wants to make a
deep run in the postsea-
son.

“We know how we are
supposed to play,” Cornejo
said. “It is just sometimes
when we get after each
other we start arguing
and things just shut
down. But when we play
together, we are a very
dangerous team. We are.

We can put the ball in the
net, we can defend. We
just need to tighten some
things up—and we are
right there.”

Sometimes arguing can
be a byproduct of egos.
But early in the season for
Newton, it appears to be
driven more by the com-
petitive nature of the guys
on the field who want to
win badly. And that can be
a big positive moving for-
ward if the Railers can
harness that energy.

“We are very competi-
tive,” Jantzi said. “We
have fight. We just have
to keep from fighting
amongst ourselves: have
everybody on the same
page. But these first five
games I have been very
impressed with how we
have been able to com-
pete. Watching them on
film, they do a really good
job moving the ball
around. And today we just
came up on the wrong end
of the stick. The guys
have done really well. All
we ask is that they go out
and fight and compete.”

SOCCER
From Page 10

had some heartbreak in
these first two weeks,
kind of similar to us. So I
think we are two hungry
teams who are ready for
Friday.”

While Eisenhower was
one win away from the
state championship game
a year ago after going
through some winless sea-
sons in the dawn of the
new school’s program, the
two teams who are both
learning how to win share
a philosophy.

“We talk to the kids
about understanding it is
not necessarily where we

are at, it is where we are
going and how we get
there,” Jaax said. “It is
just the common under-
standing that sometimes
if you do the right things
and you really play your
guts out, then you will
start to find a way to win.
And that just takes time
sometimes. You can’t get
frustrated when that
doesn’t happen when you
want it to. You have to go
to the next game.”

If the Railers want to
pick up the first win in
the Jaax era on Friday,
the biggest factor now in
the team’s development
will be cleaning up mis-
takes. The team has
proven its ability to hang

physically with both
Maize and Hutchinson.
But in order to take the
next step, Jaax wants to
see a continued reduction
in errors.

“The kids are starting
to find some success,”
Jaax said. “They can play
physically with Hutch.
Hutch can try to ground
the ball at them, and they
can stand right back at it.
It is just not making those
mistakes that end up in
big plays or not making
those mistakes that end
up with third and very
long. We are excited for
this week, and we are con-
tinuing to improve. We
take it one week at a
time.”

FOOTBALL
From Page 10

In 2016, Bacon has fi-
nally gotten her chance
to fulfill the childhood
dream on the court with
Newton. And with the
Railers this year, she has
been given the keys to an
arsenal of weapons, each
with their own individual
strengths that combine to
form a nearly unstop-
pable force in the hands
of a skilled setter who
knows when and how to
use each of them.

“Everybody has their
own quirks,” Bacon said.
“It is fun to have that
many players that you
know can put the ball
down when you set to
them. Emily [Regier] is
kind of the powerhouse.
Taylor [Antonowich],
whenever you are in a
pinch, she is the go-to
girl, like she will get the
ball down when you need
it down. Megan [Akers]
has great placement. She
always knows where to
put the ball. Kailey [Har-
ris] is kind of the out-of-
system girl. If I am ever
out of system, she is
going to do something
that will get us a point.
Maggie [Remsberg] is al-
ways someone that al-
ways surprises you with
like a really strong hit.
And so it really energizes
the team. Des [Kernal]
brings a lot of energy,

and every time she is in
the game, you just get so
much more hype than be-
fore.”

While trips to the state
tournament are nothing
new for the Railers, a
season ago the team
made it to rarified air,
playing in the semifinals
on Saturday in Topeka,
where the stage is that
much bigger. As Bacon
took in the experience, it
became something she
and the rest of the team
became hooked on.

“The lights are so
bright,” Bacon said. “It is
just an amazing experi-
ence. You always want to
go back. At the beginning
of a new season it is al-
ways like, we were there
before, we want to get
there again and go far-
ther.”

Having learned the
trade from Boston, when
Bacon got a shot to lead
the team at the AVCTL
Tournament in Hutchin-
son, the team got a heavy
dose of what its potential
can be. And after a big
emotional win against
rival Maize to sweep, the
team bonded after its 6-0
start to add wins over
Salina Central and Gar-
den City to make it eight
wins in a row to start the
season. But hitting the
road to De Soto, the team
hit its first snag. Figur-
ing Gardner-Edgerton
would be the easier of the
two matches, the Railers

got off the bus and
stubbed their toes
against the Trailblazers,
suffering the first loss of
the season.

“That was a disap-
pointing loss because it
was a game that we knew
we could win,” Bacon
said. “Whenever you have
a loss when you know
you can win, it’s disap-
pointing. It is like, next
time, we need to get our
heads in the game right
from the get-go.”

Making sure the loss
was an exception and not
the rule, the Railers
picked up a win in the
more difficult of the two
matches against 4A Div. I
No. 5 De Soto.

With AVCTL matches
ahead, though, the Rail-
ers have now had a loss,
but with the talent
around her to be able to
attack in any way at any
time, Bacon knows New-
ton will be able to keep
the wins coming.

“It is great having so
many different people
that you can trust, and
you know every single
time they are going to be
there for you and they
are going to put the ball
down or they can do what
they need to do to help
out the team,” Bacon
said. “Setting for a team
that has so many great
hitters, it is definitely the
best. It is all I can ask
for.”

BACON
From Page 10

Railers in the meet.
Kaylee took second in
every other event right be-
hind Carlye, taking second
place in the all-around
competition with a score of
33.500.

Freshman Becca Meyer
is coming into her own,
taking fourth place in the
all-around competition.
Meyer took third in the
bars with a 6.500 and
fourth in the floor routine
with a 7.750.

Lindgren took sixth in
the vault with a score of
8.000, but came off the
beam awkwardly hurting
herself before she could
compete in the floor rou-
tine. 

With high aspirations at
the end of the season, this

group is trying to just stay
focused early in the season.

“I think that we have a
pretty good shot this year,”
Carlye said. “I think it will
get a lot better as the sea-
son goes on, as we keep
practicing. We have a lot of
competitions coming up
that we are looking for-
ward to, and we will just

have to go with it and see
how the outcome turns out.
But I think it should be a
good turnout.”

GYMNASTICS
From Page 10

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton senior Carlye An-
derson spins herself up
off the ground with one
arm in the floor exercise
on Sept. 8 at Newton
High School.
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Furniture Warehouse

Bruce Says Run This Ad!
Mismatched Fabric. Mattress Sets. 

Mattress and Foundation. Twin Sets $179. 
Full Sets $199. Queen Sets $249. 

Perfect for any bedroom!

200 N. Main, Newton | 316-283-8536 | 1-800-439-0271

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

 
 

www.newtonflowerdesignsbyjohn.com

Fridays!
 

 

.newtonflowerdesignsbyjohn.comwww.

Newton, KS 67114
uxedos and Home DecorTFlowers, 

ybDesigns John

ridayF

Harder FamilyConstruction

Building in Sand Creek Station, 
Stone Creek Estates, Newton & 
surrounding cities & counties.

building 
energy 
efficient
homes

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114
(316) 283-8640

Schroeder runs out opening day flag
for Chiefs, honored as hometown hero

HESSTON—Hesston
Police Chief Doug
Schroeder led the Kansas
City Chiefs out from the
tunnel on Sunday, Sept.
11. Schroeder was hon-
ored as one of the Home-
town Heroes for the
Kansas City team. 

“I’m a big Chiefs fan,
and last spring, Gary
Emry made contact with
someone up there and
they invited me up to
their draft party. I got to
meet some players and
past players in the ambas-
sador program,”
Schroeder said.

This fall, he received an
unexpected call from the
Chiefs, asking if he would
be interested in attending
the first game of the regu-
lar season. 

“They said they were
wanting to salute and
honor first responders and
veterans. They said,
‘Would you be a guest at
the game?’ Obviously I
said yes,” Schroeder said. 

After accepting the invi-
tation to attend the game
and hold a seat in the
Founder’s Club,
Schroeder was contacted
again, however. 

“Friday, they contacted
me again and said, ‘We’ve
identified a couple peo-
ple—Hometown Heroes—
and we are asking if they
would do some extra
events at the game. They
asked me to carry the flag
out in front of the team
coming out of the locker

room,” Schroeder said. 
While typically avoiding

the limelight, he added, “I
couldn’t turn it down.” 

“It’s an honor, because
it’s representing and hon-
oring other people around
me. That feels very em-
powering,” he said. 

As a Chiefs fan,
Schroeder said being in
the middle of Arrowhead
Stadium was a once in a
lifetime experience.  

“It was truly an honor
to represent first respon-

ders alongside veterans
and active duty military
personnel on the 15th an-
niversary of 9/11.  I shall
never forget it,” he said. 

He added the experi-
ence was also an emo-
tional one. 

“With the pride I have
in our country and the re-
flection on 9/11, and what
happened in February, the
fact that I’m carrying this
honor for our department
and all of the Harvey
County responders we

had, it’s powerful,” he
said. 

While Schroeder has re-
ceived accolades from or-
ganizations across the
state and nation for his
actions of Feb. 25, he said
he “wants to get back to
normal life, what I’ve al-
ways enjoyed.”  

Schroeder added he has
no plans of leaving Hes-
ston Police Department. 

“I love it here,” he said. 
As a police chief,

Schroeder said he is hon-
ored to represent his de-
partment and the first
responders of Feb. 25. He
added his goal is to leave
a legacy of peace, how-
ever. 

“Part of this is about
your legacy—for what
you’ve done throughout
time, not just in a few
minutes of one day,” he
said. 

Just over six months
after the Feb. 25 shooting,
Schroeder said Hesston
officers are back to the
routine of small-town
policing. 

“We are back to busi-
ness as usual. We made a
point to take care of each
other, and I think we’ve
done a good job in doing
that. We’re as ready, if not
more ready, to respond to
the next critical incident
as we were in early Feb-
ruary. 

“Every day we make an
effort to try to be more ef-
ficient and be good stew-
ards of the resources we
have. We are here trying
to take care of the people
in our community,” he
said.

BY JACKIE NELSON
HESSTON RECORD

School board passes resolution regarding pension plan

Certain employees re-
tiring after March 15,
2024, will be ineligible to
take part in the Newton
school district's qualified
pension plan.

That's after the Newton
Board of Education
adopted 6-0 a resolution
during its regular meeting
Monday night. The resolu-
tion is an amendment to
the district's pension plan
that also would include
“notwithstanding any-
thing in the plan to the
contrary, a participant
whose retirement date oc-
curs between March 16,
2021, and March 15, 2024,
shall receive his or her
monthly pension benefit
for a period of no more
than 60 months (or until
the occurrence of a termi-
nation event under Sec-
tion 4.04, if earlier),”
according to the resolu-
tion.

All seven board of edu-
cation members—Dick
Koontz, Barbara Bunting,
Carol Sue Stayrook
Hobbs, Renee Erickson,
Matt Treaster, Steve
Richards and Tim
Hodge—were present.
Hodge recused himself
from the vote, however.

“During the 2016-17 In-
terest Based Bargaining
(IBB) negotiations ses-
sions, the IBB team re-
viewed longitudinal data

and predic-
tions of the
ongoing
costs of pro-
viding the
pension
plan bene-
fit,” accord-
ing to the
BOE agenda
information. “The data
showed that the plan is
not sustainable over the
long term with current
school funding issues as it
will continue to divert sig-
nificant resources to pay
those who retire, at the
expense of resources of
those who continue to ed-
ucate children in the dis-
trict. It was agreed to end
the plan over time.”

District administration
recommended to the
board to adopt the resolu-
tion, which will be effec-
tive Jan. 1, 2017, and to
give authority to District
Assistant Superintendent
Russell Miller or anyone
he designates to imple-
ment the amendment.

The plan can be
amended by the district at
any time.

In other business, the
board:

• Listened to a report
on Newton Career and
Technical Education
(CTE) from Newton High
School Assistant Principal
Melinda Rangel. Under
that title, she is responsi-
ble for Career and Techni-
cal Education, Railer
Virtual Program and
Railer Academy.

“As part of the approval
process through the
Kansas State Department
of Education, all second-
ary CTE pathways must
be submitted on an an-
nual basis for review,” ac-
cording to information
Rangel gave the BOE.
“The process requires
each of the lead teachers
in the pathway to have
two annual advisory
board meetings with busi-
ness and industry leaders.
From these meetings, a
plan of improvement is
discussed and recommen-
dations made from board
members about the future
of the program. These rec-
ommendations are then
written as SMART goals,
which must span a three-
year period and are sub-
mitted to KSDE for
pathway approval. The
following pages are an
overview of the plans for
improvement for each of
the approved pathways at
Newton High School.”

There were a number of
pages submitted to the
board regarding plans for
improving 15 pathways
“recognized by Newton
High School,” which in-
clude agriculture science,
animal science, plant sys-
tems, business finance
and others.

Each pathway has four
goals, which are instruc-
tional strategies, physical
environment, teacher pro-
fessional development and
partnerships.

Rangel told board mem-

bers that this year, they
have $32,000 in Perkins
Grant money and that the
State of Kansas provides
a reserve grant.

“Total, we spend about
$1.4 million on CTE
courses,” Superintendent
Deborah Hamm said.

Hamm also said the dis-
trict is fortunate to have
Rangel heading up CTE.

“She does it very well
and is an asset to the dis-
trict,” Hamm said. “I ap-
preciate all her efforts on
behalf of CTE.”

• Approved gift re-
quests, including one for
$1,000 by Don Fast in
honor of his son for ele-
mentary school teacher
supplies. They also ac-
cepted a gift from Dillons
for $500 to help with
travel and meal expenses
for the football team and
cheerleaders and a gift
from Donors Choose at a
value of $903 for Slate
Creek Elementary School
for indoor recess supply
kits.

• Approved 7-0 to not
extend the 10-year lease
agreement with Axtell Ed-
ucation Building. The dis-
trict has leased part of the
building, starting in 2007.
The board will allow the
lease to terminate on
June 30, 2017, according
to lease terms.

• Was told the district
office had a chili cook-off
that day. “My chili didn't
win because it had too
many tomatoes,” Hamm
said light-heartedly.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Hamm

COURTESY PHOTO
Hesston Police Chief Doug Schroeder leads the Kansas City Chiefs out
of the tunnel at Arrowhead Stadium. Schroeder was honored for his
heroism during the Excel shooting in February of last year. 

National Honor Society
inducts new members 

The Newton National Honors Society inducted 31
new members this year in a ceremony on Sept. 14.
The National Honor Society also has another 29 re-
turning members, making membership into the
group 60 students.

New inductees:
Jenna Baldwin, Erica Beebe, Elaina Bergquist,

Jada Berry, Skylar Botterweck, Erik Brown, Warren
Dietz, Tanner Duerksen, Maggie Dungan, Payton
Fenwick, Kenton Fox, Henry Friesen Guhr, Nathan
Garber, Astrid Garcia, Abby Hatch, Alexis High-
tower, Ryan Hirsh, Allyssa Jensen, Creighton
LaRose, Allyssa Meyer, Lauren Mitchell, Louisa
Nickel, Mackenzie Parsons, Isabelle Saenz, Ashley
Schmidt, Kaitlyn Serrano, Katherine Szambecki, Ve-
rania Torres, Logan Treaster, Diana Unruh, Kaitlyn
Willis

Returning members:
Nathan Ahrens, Jennifer Andres, Destiny

Ballinger, Sam Blaufuss, Karina Brandt, Conner
Ekerberg, Brookelynn Entz, Cassidy Funk, Danielle
Harms, Raining Huo, Kyla Jantz, Kristin Jantzen,
Max Karst, Dawsyn Long, Krista Loomis,  Juliana
Loyd, Landon Moore, Brandon Murrell, Cody Mur-
rell, Kailey Naysmith, Kara Peaney, Emily Regier,
Michaela Regier, Haley Southern, Corwin Stark,
Abby Stenzel, Laura Tran, Aneka Voth

Jacey Wedel.

FOR NEWTON NOW

Ride for the dogs Saturday to raise money for Caring Hands Humane Society

Motorcycles and dogs
make a pretty good
fundraiser. 

Caring Hand's Humane
Society's annual Ride For
The Dogs Fundraiser is
coming up Saturday, Sept.
17, and this year they are
shooting to raise $10,000. 

“Event is to raise money
to benefit the dogs here at
Caring Hands,” Randy
Stephenson of the shelter
said. “Each dog costs us
an average of $100 to spay
and neuter and get their
vaccinations up to snuff.”

The event serves as a
poker run for motorcy-
clists and drew around
140 participants. 

This year he said he has
90 riders pre-registered, a
large increase over last

year, putting the group
well on their way for the
fundraising goal.

On Saturday morning,
they will also take regis-
trations for $25 each,
starting at 8:30 a.m., at
140 S.E. Third St. in New-
ton. The ticket buys the
riders a poker hand col-
lected from various stops
in Sedgwick and Harvey
County as well as a lunch. 

They are also entered
into prize drawings such
as an expense paid trip to
Colorado to go horseback
riding and white water
rafting. 

“Several of the people
that have come to our
events have said that they
want to come to our
events because we get
such good prizes,”
Stephenson said. 

The motorcycle ride in-
cludes stops in Hesston,
Bentley and back to the

American Legion building
where ice tea and water
and barbecue lunch will
be served. 

He said outside of the
prizes, ride and raffle,
participants will have the
chance to buy an extra
ticket to try to win, in a
dart contest, a Yamaha V-
Star Bike, valued at
$15,000. 

Stephenson said the
event serves as one of the
shelter's biggest fundrais-
ers and that it helped the
shelter carry out an im-
portant service in the
community. 

“Caring Hands takes
great care in taking care
of loving and caring for
the animals in our com-
munity,” he said.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

FILE PHOTO/NEWTON NOW
Motorcyclists prepare for the Ride For The Dogs poker run last year. 



The Health Resources
and Services Administra-
tion (HRSA) recognized
Health Ministries Clinic
for providing high qual-
ity, comprehensive
healthcare. 

This recognition comes
with additional funding
that is intended to ex-
pand current quality im-
provement systems and
infrastructure and im-
prove primary care serv-
ice delivery in the

communities they serve.
Specifically, Health

Ministries Clinic was rec-
ognized for demonstrat-
ing improvement in core
clinical quality measures
and promoting the use of
electronic health records,
which is a foundation for
quality improvement
strategies.  

“We are passionate
about not only providing
access to healthcare, but
providing access to qual-
ity care,” said Health
Ministries Clinic’s Execu-

tive Director Matthew
Schmidt.  “This particu-
lar award is meaningful
precisely because it is fo-
cused on quality.”

Health Ministries
Clinic is a Community
Health Center focused on
providing medical, den-
tal, and behavioral
health services in an in-
tegrated setting to the
entire community. Their
main clinic is located at
215 South Pine in New-
ton. In addition, they
have a site at 126 N.

Main in Halstead and
will soon be opening up a
new site on the campus
of Newton Medical Cen-
ter.

Midland National Bank
in downtown Newton got
a bit of a shaking on
Thursday afternoon. 

A semi-truck going
through the alley ended
up coming in contact with
both the bank building
and a power pole around 2
p.m. 

Bank employees heard
a large bang and then
went outside to find a
truck going through an
alley by the bank hit the
pole and knocked some
bricks off the building.

“The truck driver didn't
make the turn very well,”
bank employee Merresa
Akers said. “A lot of bricks
got ripped off.”

Akers said it took about
30 minutes for the truck
to get out of the jam. She
thought the truck was
going through the alley to
make a delivery.
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BUSINESS/REAL ESTATE

NMLS#: 791580

Take out a consumer loan between now and 
9/30/2016 and be automatically entered to win 
a Coleman® Tailgating Package worth over $300!!!

Contact us today for more details!

NMLS#: 791580

Patrick Charlsen

Family Owned, Locally Operated, Customer Valued

800-279-8207 / 316-804-4946
ww.charlseninsurance.com

MOPAR  ESSENTIAL 
CARE PLAN:  GOLD 
SYNTHETIC  BLEND 

WITH TIRE ROTATIONS

$994 OIL 
CHANGES 

for only

• Protection Against Future Oil 
Price Increases

• Only Penzoil Gold Sythetic Blend 
Oil and Mopar Oil Filters

• All Services Provided By Factory 
Trained Technicians

• Each service includes a tire 
 rotation and comprehensive 

vehicle inspection

Hospital ER department nurses earn trauma certification
Recently, all registered

nurses in Newton Med-
ical Center’s (NMC)
Emergency Department
(ED) earned trauma cer-

tification by completing
the Trauma Nursing Core
Course (TNCC).

At NMC, ED nurses
complete the TNCC
within their first year of
employment; re-certifica-

tion is required every
four years. Most recently,
Nicole Gutierrez, Shawna
Lewis, Jared Regehr, Dan
Reid, Kelly Reimer and
Shelby Stohs earned the
certification, while

Cheryl Brunner re-certi-
fied. The remaining 18
nurses on the Emergency
Department staff have
active certification in
TNCC.

The TNCC, developed

by the Emergency Nurses
Association, is a course
taken worldwide that
equips nurses with the
knowledge, critical think-
ing skills and hands on
training to provide expert

care for trauma patients.
TNCC was developed to

establish a standardized
body of trauma nursing
knowledge and to im-
prove the care of all
trauma patients.

FOR NEWTON NOW
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Truck hits Midland National Bank on Thursday
NEWTON NOW STAFF

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
A semi truck hit Midland National Bank in downtown Newton on Thursday, Sept. 8.

First Bank having silent 
auction as UW fundraiser

First Bank will hold a silent auction for its employ-
ees and the public to help raise money for the United
Way this year. 

A silent auction will include 24 unique items such
as a limited edition, numbered, print autographed by
Kansas Jayhawk basketball coach, Bill Self; dinner
for four and six prepared by Richard and Pat Denno;
a hand-painted Kansas State rival rock; home décor
items; a homemade dinners for a year package; a
hand-painted Burley Clay chickadee birdbath; and a
variety of themed gift baskets and other one-of-a-
kind items. Bidding sheets are available at First
Bank’s 128 E. Broadway location, or any branch can
assist with proxy bidding. Bids will be accepted until
12 p.m., Friday, Sept. 23, 2016.  

Contact Kim Richtig, marketing director and cam-
paign co-chair, or Jamie Wright, campaign co-chair,
at 316-283-2600, for additional information about
First Bank’s United Way events.

Health Ministries Clinic receives national quality award

‘Art & Culture Night’ Thursday to honor Marie Orr

Five members of the Newton High
School classes of 1956-1957 are honoring
the memory of their beloved art teacher
Marie Orr in a special exhibit at Car-
riage Factory Art Gallery, opening with a
reception at 6 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 15.
The public is invited to the free event.
Bob Wambold will provide music on the
piano. Refreshments will be served.

The five who are exhibiting their work
in the gallery's mezzanine gallery are
Jeannette Seger, Max Penner, Peter
Smokorowski, Paul Eck and Virgil Pen-
ner.

"We all owe Miss Orr our gratitude for
the many hours of encouragement and
effort she gave on our behalf," the five
said. "We also want to honor her friend-

ship and ability to
mold successful
artists. We continue to
draw, paint and sculpt
because she would
have wanted it that
way."  

Orr taught art and
design classes in New-
ton schools from 1925
to her retirement in
1962. In a notebook of

photos and information about Miss Orr
and each of the artists, the five students
reveal their admiration for their teacher.

“This exhibit celebrates the legacy of
Marie Orr and the impact that she had
on her students, the community and the
art world," said gallery director Cindy
Snider.

FOR NEWTON NOW

Orr



Page 14      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now     September 15, 2016

The bald eagle 
became the national 
bird of the United 

States in 1782. It was 
chosen for its majestic 
beauty, great strength, 
long life, and because 
it is native to North 

America.

The bald eagle can be found on the Great Seal of the 
United States, on the country’s money and in many 
images of patriotism. This week, look around you and 
see how many times you see pictures of a bald eagle.

Have you ever been told 
you have eagle eyes? 

If so, that is a compliment. 
Eagles can see much 
better than humans. 
They have to be able 

to spot a fish or a small 
animal from hundreds 

of feet in the air.

The Great 
Seal can 
be found 
on the 
back of a 
dollar bill.

The back of a quarter

Connect 
the dots. 

Then color this 
bald eagle.

A bald eagle’s long, broad wings make them good at soaring through 
the air. On long flights, eagles rarely flap their wings. Instead, they 
use thermal updrafts. Thermal updrafts are currents of warm air that 

rise up from the ground. Eagles save energy by flying high in a 
thermal updraft and then gliding down to catch the next one.

Eagle chicks are brown and white. The 
female lays one to three eggs. The eggs 
take between one to one and a half months 
to hatch. The male and female take turns 
sitting on the eggs. After hatching, both 
the male and female feed the hatchlings 
until they learn to fly. Eaglets are capable 
of flying at 10 to 12 weeks old.

Eaglets don’t develop their normal white 
heads and tails until they are four to five 
years old. In the wild, eagles can live to 
be 35 years old or more.

In September 1787, the Founding 
Fathers signed the United States 
Constitution. Every year, a day 

in September is recognized as the 
day to celebrate the importance 
of the Constitution. This year 

it’s on September 16. And Kid 
Scoop is celebrating with a page 
about a great American symbol: 

The bald eagle!8
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Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to locate 

information.

Select one article 
from today’s 
newspaper. 
Highlight or 
underline all 

of the quotes in 
the article.

What 
People Say

Eaglets – Awwwwwww!

Eagle Eyes

Eagles Everywhere
Do the math to discover amazing bald eagle facts.

The height of an adult bald eagle 
is 16 - 12 =  ______  feet.

The wings of a bald eagle can span
2 + 5 + 1 =  ______  feet wide.

A bald eagle can reach a speed of up to  
75 + 75 + 50 =  ______  miles per hour 
when diving for a meal.

On Eagle’s Wings

© 2016 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 32, No. 40

Learn how to draw 
an eagle in a few 
easy steps! Visit: 
kidscoop.com/

how-to-draw/how-
to-draw-an-eagle/

PATRIOTISM
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Make a 
Life-Sized 
Newspaper 

Eagle
Lay out several newspaper 

pages and tape them 
together to make a large 
sheet of paper about six 

feet by eight feet.

Complete the “On Eagle’s 
Wings” math activity to 
find out the height and 
wing span of an adult 

eagle. Then work with a 
partner to measure and 

mark these points on the 
newspaper sheet.

Connect the points you 
measured and draw and 

color a life-sized bald eagle. 
Cut out the bald eagle to 

display in your room!

TOP OF THE HEAD
TALON

TIP OF LEFT WING
TIP OF RIGHT WING

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

The scientific name for a bald eagle is Haliaeetus leucocephalus. 
Write the letter that comes before each letter to find out what 

this means.

A bald eagle isn’t really bald. The name comes from an old 
English word, balde, meaning white.

T F B F B H M F

X I J U F I F B E F E

If an eagle loses a feather in one wing, 
the matching one on the other wing also 
drops off. This keeps the bird in balance.

The noun symbol means 
a picture or object that 

represents something else.

SYMBOL

Try to use the word symbol 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

The white dove is a symbol 
of peace and harmony.

This week’s word:

Write three to five facts about 
the Constitution and then 

write three to five opinions 
about the Constitution.Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow multiple step 

written directions.

Look through today’s newspaper to find 
an opinion column or letter. Do you agree 
with the writer? Why or why not? Write a 
letter to the editor sharing your opinion.

Freedom of Speech
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706 N. Main
Newton, KS

Kid Scoop is made possible by these sponsors: 


