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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
John Allen of rural Newton plays the coronet in his yard.

Waiting at a rail crossing can
test the patience of any motorist,
but that so-called virtue can be-
come even more frayed for those
who need to get to the other side
quickly.

"We get blocked by trains quite
a bit," said Newton Police Sgt.
Josh Millspaugh. "Hopefully, usu-
ally we have someone on the other
side of the track."

Newton Fire Chief Scott Met-
zler said emergency vehicles regu-
larly got blocked by the 50 or so

trains that come through town on
a given day. A consultant hired by
the city 10 years ago tabulated
the train traffic as part of helping
the city identify a location for Fire
Station 3, which was erected at
2520 S. Kansas Ave.

"That affects us, obviously, run-
ning calls," Metzler said. "If we
have units committed to one side
of the tracks or the other, and one
isn't available to respond, then we
redistribute our crews to make
sure that we have available re-
sources on both sides of the
tracks."

Getting around
Newton rails
takes training

BY BLAKE SPURNEY
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

A SHOOTOUT, HIDDEN MONEY, THE ARTS AND FARMING

Flugel and Fleagal. 
Those are two words that can be used to

describe, at least in part, John Allen's life.
The man's a farmer. His farm once

served as the hideout for the Fleagal Gang
during their downtime between robbing
banks in the early 1900s. 

And the man's a musician. The Flugel
Horn is one of the instruments the 73-
year-old plays.

“You don't see many football players
playing at 73. I think the arts are so im-
portant,” he said.

Sitting in the shade on his farm in rural
Newton, Allen recounted his musical ca-

reer all while keeping an eye on his 3-
year-old grandson, Jessie, who he was
babysitting for the day.

He played a reception for Ray Charles
and Luciano Pavarotti when they came
through the area.

“We had a good time then,” Allen said. 
In college, he used to test his mettle

against famous jazz musician Dizzy Gille-
spie using  recordings in his dorm room.

“I could almost keep up with him,” Allen
said. “So I was playing some good high
notes.”

Today he performs regularly with the
Great Plains Jazz orchestra. 

“When I don't get to get onstage, I miss
it,” he said. 

Allen got involved in the Great Plains

Lifetime of passion
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See PASSION /  15

Local roads will take another
hit due to state cuts. 

Changes made by the Kansas
Department of Transportation
will cut about $30,000 out of
money received by the City of
Newton and $34,000 from Harvey
County funds. 

“This has been going on for the
last month or so,” City Engineer
Suzanne Loomis said. “It's going
to impact us for sure.”

All of this has to do with
changes KDOT made to its Fed-
eral Exchange program.

Under the program, the federal

government pro-
vides money to
Kansas. The State
of Kansas is respon-
sible for providing
matching funds for
the federal invest-
ment.

All those funds
go into a pot, and
each city gets an allocation of
those funds annually based on
their size. 

Local governments then get
that funding to provide improve-
ments to roads and construct in-
frastructure projects. 

If a government conducts proj-
ects using KDOT specifications,

Kansas cutting payments
for community’s roads

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Loomis

See ROADS / 8

BLAKE SPURNEY/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
A train sits across Main Street in Newton. Rescue workers and delivery drivers regularly
have to contend with backed-up traffic caused by dozens of trains coming through Newton
every day.

See TRAINS / 8

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Sheriff Cpl. Brandon Huntley, left, and Harvey County Sheriff Chad Gay talk about crisis in-
tervention training.

Editor's note: This is the sec-
ond of a several-part series on
mental illness. The first one
dealt with the National Al-
liance on Mental Illness and
Justin Giles' journey with his
mental illnesses. This one deals
with how local law enforcement
is trained to deal with people in
mental-health crises and the
need for that.

Justin Giles has bi-polar and

post-traumatic stress disor-
ders. It took years for Giles
and his wife, Tina, to find help
and actually realize he had
mental-health issues. Some of
his days are good, other days,
not so much.

Throughout his journey, he's
had to deal with police officers.
The situations have not always
been positive for those involved
but he said training of police
officers helps. He said when
he's dealt with officers who are
trained in dealing with men-
tally ill folks. They were kind

Law enforcement, support groups
assist those with mental illnesses

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See SUPPORT / 8

American Legion honors
longtime members - Page 3

NHS girls win
meet - Page 11



Ihave to admit, I kind
of went off the rails
this week. Just stay

with me on this one, but I
decided to try a flavor
combination I’ve only ever
had while snacking or at-
tending a barbecue—ex-
cept this time it was in
cupcake form.

Sometimes I find myself
going down a Pinterest
rabbit hole and find all
kinds of strange recipes.
This week, when I spotted
a recipe for Mountain
Dew and Doritos cup-
cakes, I was intrigued, de-
spite also being very
skeptical of putting pop
and chips into my dessert.

I decided to give it a
shot anyhow and took
them to a get-together
with friends so they could
try my crazy experiment,
too.

And before you get com-
pletely turned off by the
idea, just hear me out on
two things. One: they
were actually really good.
The flavor combination
actually works, and I
have several test subjects
who agree with me. Two:
if you don’t really want to
put chips on cupcakes, the
cupcakes themselves are
a nice, lemon-lime flavor,
so they’re still worth mak-

ing, along with the butter-
cream frosting.

This recipe comes from
the blog “Fairytale Frost-
ing.” You can find it at
http://fairytalefrosting.blo
gspot.com/2012/07/moun-
tain-dew-and-doritos-
cake.html. I actually
ended up using a box of
vanilla pudding because
the store was out of
lemon, and I added in one
of those packets of lemon-
ade mix that you put into
a water bottle to make a
single serving to get more
lemon flavor. I also halved
the frosting recipe and
had plenty, but if you
want to pipe it on there
nice and high, I’d double
what I have below.

Mountain Dew and
Doritos Cupcakes

Cupcakes Ingredients
1 box lemon cake (I

used a 15.25-ounce mix)
1 box lemon pudding

mix (I used a 1-ounce
mix)

4 eggs
1/2 cup vegetable oil
1-1/4 cups Mountain

Dew

Buttercream Ingredi-
ents

1 stick butter, softened

2 cups powdered sugar
2 tablespoons Mountain

Dew
1 scant teaspoon lemon

juice
1 scant teaspoon lime

juice
green food coloring
1 bag nacho cheese

Doritos (for topping)

Directions
Preheat the oven to 350

degrees and prepare two

cupcake tins with liners.
For the cupcakes, beat

together the cake mix,
pudding mix, eggs and oil
until smooth. Pour the
Mountain Dew in
slowly—it will fizz up.
Stir until smooth and dis-
tribute the mix evenly be-
tween the 24 liners (you’ll
fill them about 3/4 full).

Bake for about 15 min-
utes or until a toothpick
inserted in the center of

the cakes comes out clean.
Let them cool com-

pletely before frosting
them.

For the buttercream,
begin by beating the but-
ter until it’s fluffy. Beat in
the powdered sugar, one
cup at a time, then add
the Mountain Dew, lemon
juice and lime juice. If the
consistency is too thick,
add a bit more Mountain
Dew. If it’s runny, add
some more powdered
sugar.

Tint the frosting with
some green food coloring
to get to the perfect
Mountain Dew hue.

Top each cupcake with
frosting and a Dorito chip.
(Wait to put the chips on
until right before serving.
They’ll get soggy in Tup-
perware pretty quickly.)

I confess this is a bit of
a weird recipe, but I
thought these cupcakes
were pretty good. The
cake comes out really nice
and fluffy, and I also
know some younger folks
who would love these for
a birthday party or youth
group snack.

And one positive is that
I do know when it’s time
to stop in my Pinterest
surfing. When I ran into a
recipe for a bologna cake,
I decided maybe it was
time to log off and join the
real world. 

Then again, I do kind of
like bologna…

Lindsey Young is the co-
owner of Newton Now and

is a Bethel College 
graduate.
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“Bump” up your rate once 
with this special certificate.  

Visit hcu.coop/bump.

BUMP CERTIFICATE RATES AS HIGH AS

2.22%
APY*

Bump Up
Your Savings

TM

Hutchinson | Haven | Newton | Wichita | 800.428.8472 | www.hcu.coop/bump

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA. Limited time offer, membership required, *Annual percentage Yield (APY), penalty for 
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No purchase necessary.

606 N. Main, Newton •  316-283-2210
info@faithandlifebookstore.com

Go to 

harveycountynow.com/sweepstakes/faith-and-life 
and test your knowledge for a chance to 

win a $100 gift card and a gift basket with 
over $100 of merchandise for the 

whole family from Faith and Life Bookstore! 
Contest ends Midnight September 14th. 

Hurry and test your knowledge now!

in Prizes!

September 16 • 9am-5pm

www.marionparksandrec.com    620-382-3425

Shady, Relaxed Atmosphere • Large Food Court

For more info contact: 
MARION PARKS & RECREATION

FREE
Shuttle

Bus Service

39th Annual

Just ‘Dew’ it: Make off-the-wall cupcakes

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Mountain Dew flavored cupcakes, topped with nacho cheese Doritos,
are a weird combination that actually works.

Moundridge can get a
sign put up near Halstead. 

The city's administrator
contacted Harvey County
to see if it would ask the
Kansas Department of
Transportation to put up a
sign at the corner of High-
way 50 and Halstead
Road.

The commission didn't
have any problems with
the idea, but Commis-
sioner Chip Westfall said
maybe McPherson should
put up a sign directing mo-
torists to Halstead. 

As may be obvious with

this at the
top of the
story, Mon-
day's meeting
was rela-
tively short
on weighty
action, but
here's the
rundown: 

The county approved re-
newing a contract with the
South Central Kansas Eco-
nomic Development Dis-
trict. The contract costs
around $6,000 and enables
the county and local busi-
nesses access to various
services to help fill staffing
holes as well as loan pro-
grams.

Wray Roofing has been
and will soon complete the

courthouse roof coating.
The coating repairs dam-
age from hail.

Bryan Palmer, manager
of the Newton City/County
Airport said runway six at
the airport will be closed
until Sept. 16. 

Mirror Inc. sent the
county a thank you note
for its contribution to drug
prevention services. 

Health Director Lynette
Redington gave an update
on a Women's Community
Fund grant for $3,000. She
got a verbal approval of the
idea. 

The county deferred ac-
tion on co-hiring an archi-
tect with the City of
Newton to draw up plans
for remodeling the law en-

forcement center. The City
of Newton didn't have a
total number for the cost of
the architect yet. 

The county passed a res-
olution approving Wichita
overseeing a section eight
housing program that op-
erates in Harvey County
that previously was ad-
ministered by Sedgwick
County. Sedgwick County
stopped managing that
program. Had the county
not decided to transfer ad-
ministration from the
county to Wichita, recipi-
ents would have lost their
vouchers. Six people use
the voucher program in the
county, Administrator An-
thony Swartzendruber
said.

County commission meeting talks signs
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Westfall

HCU names new mortgage originator 
Austin Cooper has joined Heartland Credit Union

in Newton as a mortgage originator. In this capacity,
Cooper will serve members, prospective members,
builders, developers and real estate personnel with
mortgage products and services.

Recently, Cooper was marketing specialist at
Kansas Star Casino. He earned his bachelor of busi-
ness administration degree, dual majoring in mar-
keting and management, from Wichita State
University. He and his wife reside in Newton.

School bond election information session Sept. 18
The public is invited to learn more about Newton

Schools’ Comprehensive Plan and the upcoming Nov.
7 bond election at 7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 18, in the
McKinley Administrative Center Board Room, 308 E.
First St. 

Newton USD 373 Superintendent Dr. Deborah
Hamm will give a presentation, followed by a time
for questions and answers.

—For Newton Now

NEWS BRIEFS



Newton resident Byron
Brittain, 98, wants to write
a book.

“I told my son I'm going
to write a book in two
years and call it 'My First
100 Years,'” he joked a few
minutes before the Patri-
ots Day celebration Mon-
day night at the American
Legion in Newton.

Legion members who
have belonged to the group
50 years or more were hon-
ored Monday, as were vol-
unteers. Some of the
honored were accompanied
by family members, includ-
ing a couple whose sons
are retired Newton fire-
fighters.

Brittain was pleased to
be honored for his 71-year
membership.

“It's kind of unbelievable
I've lived this long,” Brit-
tain said. “Keep working at
it, you know. Take it a day
at a time.”

Brittain is a World War
II veteran and was glad to
serve.

“It's just what we did,”
he said. “Everybody did
that. Then we came home
and went to work.”

Brittain said he was in
the Naval Air Training
Command.

“I was never overseas,”
he said. “I was always in
the United States.”

Electroplate was used at
the time, Brittain said, and
he built two plating shops.
He had a metallurgy class
and a metal finishing class
for fleet personnel.

“I was a teacher, sort of,”
Brittain said. “Also in the
process of that, I did refur-
bishing of parts of aircraft
that were flown to me from
the fleet, overseas and air-
craft carriers.”

These then were re-
turned to service.

“That's where the Navy
put me,” Brittain said “I
didn't have a choice.”

Brittain said he served
in Memphis, Tenn., and
Norman, Okla., and he ex-
tended his enlistment by
about two years to go to
Memphis, building a shop
there. After getting out of
the military, he stayed
there as a civilian and did
the same thing for another
year and trained someone
to replace him. 

“Then I came back to
Newton in 1947 and went
into the insurance busi-
ness,” Brittain said.

Brittain said he was sort
of drafted and sort of not.
During the war and before
he joined the Naval Air
Training Command, he
worked at Boeing. Without
his knowledge, Boeing
kept getting him deferred

because of his profession,
but he eventually was in
the Naval Air Training
Command.

Brittain said he eventu-
ally became the owner of
an insurance company
until he retired, and he's
been around Newton a
long time, since he was
born on May 15, 1919, at
Bethel Hospital in Newton.

Other American Legion
members honored Monday
night included V.F. Daily,
59 years; Dale Perkins, 50
years; Wayne Porter, 50
years; Ralph Weerts, 52
years; Larson Woelk, 58
years; and Vernon J. Won-
ders, 51 years.

Others with 50 or more
years who will receive cer-
tificates who weren't there
Monday include Gary L.
Briar, 50 years; William
Hand, 57 years; Wilbur
Hill, 50 years; Bernard
Manring, 52 years; Tom
Peterson, 57 years; Alvin
Rodgers, 52 years; Edward
H. Shafar, 59 years; H.D.
Shank, 57 years; Gary

Sharer, 50 years; Frank J.
Smith, 65 years; Jack
Unruh, 61 years; and John
Wiebe, 54 years.

In speaking in front of
the crowd who gathered
for dinner and honors,
Paul Sanford, the local Le-
gion's adjutant and finance
officer, said this would be
the Legion's first-annual
Appreciation Night. He
said what better idea than
to honor them on Patriots
Day? He reminded the au-
dience to remember be-
cause of these men we
have the freedom we have
today.

“There's too many times
we don't say thank you,”
he said.

One of the people they
thanked was Roger
Gillispie with a Citation
for Meritorious Service.

“Roger has been working
the baseball program for
23 years, and we're finally
telling him thank you so
we can get another 23
years out of him,” Sanford
joked.
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SERVING THEIR COUNTRY

Legion members honored for service

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Legion Adjutant Paul Sanford, left, shakes Dale Perkins' hand. Perkins was honored for 50 years of membership. Also pictured are Legion Com-
mander Bill Ryan, second from left, and Roger Perkins, right. 

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Byron Brittain smiles after being honored for his 71-year membership
on Monday night at the local American Legion. 



When employees at Nor-
craft in Newton let out for
lunch at various times on
Thursday, Kandice Gonza-
lez busied herself, getting
lunches of pulled pork
sandwiches, hot dogs and
hot links ready for work-
ers, who came out of their
buildings one by one or
two, patiently waiting with
money or a debit card in
hand.

Some people walked up
to Gonzalez's cart, while
others drove up.

One woman, Twila
Smith, a regular, drove up
in her car, bought a hot
dog meal complete with
two hot dogs, chips and a
drink, and drove off.

“I follow her,” Smith said
about Gonzalez. 

Smith used to buy food
from Gonzalez when she
had her cart at Excel In-
dustries in Hesston.

“She frequented my cart
out there,” Gonzalez said.
“It's nice to see familiar
faces.”

Another customer, Rox-
ane Johns, who appeared
to work at Norcraft, likes
having the food cart there.

“It makes it more con-
venient,” she said with
food in hand, adding Gon-
zalez lets her pay by the
week. “Pulled pork is
good.”

Gonzalez started selling
food through her business,
Wright's Enterprise LLC,
in May 2016, she said, dur-
ing a local men's softball
tournament, and then she
sold items starting in Au-
gust 2016 at Excel.

“It went really well
there,” Gonzalez said
about Excel.

She's not as busy there
now as she once was.

“I was at Excel, and they
laid off a bunch of people,”
she added, so she started
going out to Norcraft about
a month ago. 

At Norcraft, she's not as
busy as she was in the
Excel heyday, as there'd be
a line of around 20 people
waiting to buy her food.
She did say, though, busi-
ness is “getting there.”

Gonzalez still sells food
at Excel on Mondays and
is at Norcraft from 10:30
a.m. to noon Tuesdays
through Thursdays, and
she sells to anyone. Those
who wish to buy food at
Norcraft can go from
Sharps Drive south into
the Norcraft parking lot
and look for her cart and a
patio-type of colored um-
brella a few feet ahead. It's
not certain what color the
umbrella will be in the fu-

ture, because the wind
keeps destroying her um-
brellas. On Thursday, her
umbrella was blue, and it's
her fifth one at $40 a pop. 

“Graber's likes me,” she
said. “I've had every color.”

Under those umbrellas,
Gonzalez sells a variety of
food.

“I sell pulled pork, and I
sell Polish sausage and hot
links and all-beef hot
dogs,” she said.

For $5, customers can
get any main dish on the
menu plus chips and a
drink, and she takes cash
and cards. Because Gonza-
lez is the one who prepares
customers' food and makes
change, she goes back and
forth from the food cart to
her cash box, pulling off
her gloves, throwing them
away, making change and
putting on food-safe gloves
for the next customer. In a
year, she goes through
about 2,000 gloves. She
also goes through a lot of
hot dogs.

“There would be at least
1,200 a year,” she said
about the hot dogs.

She gets her Polish
sausage and hot links from
Gillispie Meats in Newton.
Her behind-the-scenes
work includes a couple of
hours of prep in the morn-
ings and a couple hours in
the evenings, as well as a
weekly trip to Sam's Club.

Gonzalez said her 6-
year-old daughter, Isabel,
calls her hot dogs Mom's
World Famous Hot Dogs,
and her 14-year-old son
helps her in the summer.

“Through the summer,
my son, Alex, helps me
with the ball tourna-
ments,” she said.

The Newton resident is
in the process of moving
her operation from a cart
to a food truck, which she
purchased from a fire-
fighter in Missouri.

It was her fiance who
had the idea for Gonzalez
to sell food.

“My fiance had brought
this up because I love to
cook, and he thought
maybe some kind of food
sales,” she said, standing
in the Norcraft parking lot.

She said she used to
work in factories, and she
knows how chaotic it can
be at lunchtime for em-
ployees who only have a
half-hour lunch break. One
place she used to work was
Excel.

“So I bought this, quit
my job and started doing
it,” Gonzalez said. “Kind of
a leap of faith.”

She's happy with her
business.

“I'd very glad,” she said.
“I love it. I really like doing
this. It's fun. It's laid back.
I don't work for anybody.”

With her outdoor busi-
ness, Gonzalez has had to
deal with the elements.

“If it's raining, I can
pack it up real quick,” she
said.

In addition, last winter,
she wore coveralls while it
snowed outside. She hopes
to have her food truck up
and running by this win-
ter, and it'll have a heater.

As Gonzalez's food cart
was in the parking lot on
Thursday, a man in a big,
shiny black truck pulled
up, and although he didn't
get out, he waved and said
to Gonzalez, “We're glad
you're here.”
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PUTTING THE CART BEFORE THE LUNCH

Newton resident sells tasty meals at Norcraft, Excel

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Kandice Gonzalez, right, owner of Wright's Enterprise LLC, gets
the benefit of some shade on Thursday while Joe Hernandez gets into
the jalapeño peppers. Right: Kandice Gonzalez prepares an order for
Daniel Sadowsky, center, on Thursday morning at Norcraft. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Customer Roxane Johns, left, walks in the same direction Kandice Gon-
zalez is going as Gonzalez peels off a glove to go to the cash box.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com



Tim Hodge announced
his resignation from the
Newton Board of Educa-
tion at the end of the
Sept. 11 meeting.

Hodge, who served on
the board since 2011,
thanked patrons and the
board for the support over
the years.

He said, after getting
elected to the state legis-
lature, it became clear to
him that he couldn’t give
both jobs the dedication
they deserved.

“I’ve told the board
about my new role in

things,” he
said. “It’s
difficult
not being
able to at-
tend meet-
ings and
not see all
the interac-
tions and not
see everything.”

He said he’d indicated
that he planned on resign-
ing once the district com-
pleted its strategic
planning process. He said
the sudden resignation of
another board member
delayed that decision
slightly.

“I have thoroughly en-
joyed this group and all
the people who show up,”

he said. “This isn’t a fun
and easy task, but it can
be fun, and it can be easy.
I’ve got three kids in the
district and a wife that
works in the district, and
it’s just incredible what
the team does all the
time.”

Hodge then continued
on with a speech, calling
for district unity between
the school board, parents,
students and the commu-
nity. 

He said that the com-
munity needed to come to-
gether and protect
education funding.

“I just want to remind
everybody in the commu-
nity, taxpayers, students,
we’re not the bad guys,”

he said. “People that are
the bad guys are those
cutting funding to this in-
stitution. We’ve been deal-
ing with cuts for six years
if not longer. We’ve been
dealing with flat rev-
enues, though the needs
become greater. I want us
to stop arranging the
chairs on the Titanic
every year.”

Hodge said that he
plans to serve the Newton
School District to the best
of his ability at a higher

level.
“I have every intention

of helping out our district
at the state level,” he
said. “There’s a lot of folks
up there that think one
dollar spent on education
is a dollar wasted, and
that’s garbage.”

The vacancy makes two
for the school board, after
Renee Erickson resigned
from the board last
month.

The school board moved
that, for Erickson’s posi-

tion, which expires in De-
cember, the highest vote
getter in the upcoming
election in November
would get the appoint-
ment.

Board President Carol
Sue Stayrook Hobbs said
the district can look at ap-
plications or appoint
someone.

No decision was made
on how they will fill
Hodge’s position.

Hodge’s term expires
Jan. 1, 2020.
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Newton school board discusses background checks

Those who volunteer at
the Newton School Dis-
trict will soon have to
have a background check.

Superintendent Deb
Hamm said, to increase
student and staff safety,
the school district has
begun working to check
into the backgrounds of
regular volunteers, those
who volunteer three or
more times.

“Background checks
would review criminal
records and valid social
security numbers,” she
said. 

Basically, the checks
would determine if a per-
son has a criminal record. 

Hamm said the check is
especially looking for inci-
dents of past drug crimes
or sexual assault.

“We want to exclude
any behavior potentially
dangerous to our staff or
students,” she said. 

Hamm said so far
around 80 background
checks have been con-
ducted on district volun-

teers and parents, though
she didn't have an idea
how many background
checks in total would be
conducted. 

The district pays $19
per person to conduct a
background check. 

If a volunteer didn't
pass the check, only dis-
trict human services
would have access to the
information, not the dis-
trict administration or
anyone outside of the dis-
trict. 

In other news, Newton
High School teacher
Melinda Rangel gave a
Career and Technical Ed-
ucation report to the
school board. She high-
lighted a number of
things that happened
over the course of last
year.

She said the district
started a new early child-
hood development and
services pathway. She
said that participation in
the Pathway program has
grown. She said there
were 81 area students
taking classes in the
pathway program, with
the largest two programs
being automotive and the

machine
pathways.
She said
NHS now
has a part-
nership
with Wi-
chita State
University
and can offer
college credit in its engi-
neering programs in New-
ton. 

“It's good, because it
transfers into the engi-
neering program at
WSU,” she said. 

She also mentioned the
high school receiving fed-
eral dollars through the
Carl Perkins Grant. In
2017, NHS received
$28,908 through the
grant.

“My primary goal is to
provide professional de-
velopment for career and
technical education,” she
said.

She said she has a goal
to get more non-tradi-
tional participation in
some of the pathways.
Those definitions are gen-
dered based, such as
males in health sciences
or females in construc-
tion. 

She also discussed pro-
fessional shadows and in-
ternships. In 2016-2017,
the CTE program did 183
one-day job shadows. For
this year, NHS is on track
for 300 one-day job shad-
ows. 

“That's very exciting
and trying to get all those
placements is what I'm
working on,” she said.

Newton Now had one
intern, Benito Olais,
through the pathway pro-
gram this spring.

She did mention state
incentive payments for
getting kids to test and
complete a career techni-
cal certification. She said
those payments dropped
from $1,000 about four
years ago to around $40
today. The district re-
ceived $1,400 in total of
compensation from the
state. For context, had
payment levels continued,
that total would have
been $35,000. 

“What do we do about
the declining reimburse-
ment,” Board Member
Tim Hodge, who also is a
state rep for Newton,
asked.

“Talk to your legisla-

tor,” Board Member Matt
Treaster quipped.

“We'll talk,” Hodge said
to Rangel. 

ETC. 
The Newton School Dis-

trict received a bond cam-
paign update. 

Hamm said an elec-
tronic mailing went out to
parents on Friday, and el-
ementary students re-
ceived a paper copy
detailing bond informa-
tion. Hamm said she con-
tinues to add speaking
engagements. Hamm said
another mailing will go
out to vested voters. The
campaign technically is
not allowed to advocate
for or against a bond
issue, but only provide in-
formation. Many readers
will have seen such pam-
phlets in their mail.

The board held a dis-
cussion on how to fill for-
mer Board Member Renee
Erickson's empty position.
The empty position will
end Jan. 1, as it is up for
election. Board Member
Carol Stayrook Hobbs
said an idea would be to
appoint one of the upcom-
ing election winners into

the open position so they
could gain some experi-
ence serving early. 

Hodge spoke in favor of
the idea, saying that the
board should appoint the
top vote getter for Erick-
son's position. He re-
ceived general agreement.
The board voted 5-0 in
favor. 

The Newton School
Board had a quorum,
barely. There were four
board members present at
the Monday, with Dick
Koontz and Barbra
Bunting absent. Erickson
was not present, as she
resigned after moving
away from the district.

There were no public
comments given during
the public comment sec-
tion of the meeting. 

Newton School Board
approved an exclusive
agreement for purchasing
Adidas apparel equip-
ment for athletes. The
agreement includes dis-
counted prices on Adidas
products in exchange for
the exclusivity. 

The board approved a
release for request for
qualifications for the
Newton Bond Project.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Hamm

Tim Hodge resigns from local school board to direct energy to legislature
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Hodge

Slate Creek receives 2017 Active Schools National Award

Active Schools, a na-
tional movement dedi-
cated to ensuring 60
minutes of physical activ-
ity a day is the norm in K-
12 schools, honored Slate
Creek Elementary with
the 2017 Let’s Move! Ac-
tive Schools Award for its
outstanding efforts in cre-
ating an active school en-
vironment.

The Let’s Move Active
Schools National Award is
the nation’s top physical
education and physical ac-
tivity distinction for K-12
schools and celebrates a
school’s commitment to
providing students with at
least 60 minutes a day of
before, during and after
school activity. Only 452
schools across the country
achieved this prestigious
honor in 2017.

Powered by a national
collaborative of leading
health, education and pri-
vate sector organizations,
Active Schools equips

schools with resources,
programs, professional de-
velopment and grants to
increase physical educa-
tion and physical activity
opportunities for students,
and to cultivate and active
school environment.

Why are Active Schools
so important? Because ac-
tive kids do better. Regu-
lar physical activity not
only helps kids stay
healthy and strong, but it
can also lead to: higher
test scores; improved at-
tendance; increased focus;
better behavior in class;
enhanced leadership skill;
and a lifetime of healthy
habits.

Slate Creek has incor-
porated Brain Breaks into
instruction as a way to
allow students to refocus
and offers BOKS, a be-
fore-school physical activ-
ity and nutrition program.
The school also partici-
pates in Fuel Up to Play
60, which helps remind
kids to be active and eat
healthy foods.

“We commend Slate
Creek’s model work
around enhancing physi-
cal education and physical
activity opportunities and
inspiring student’s to per-
form their best in the
classroom and life,” said
Charlene R. Burgeson, Ac-
tive School executive di-
rector. “Slate Creek is
leading the way in this
generation-changing
movement that is trans-
forming our nation’s
schools into active and
healthy hubs.”

To earn a Let’s Move!
Active Schools National
Award package, a school
must have met significant
benchmarks in five areas:
physical education; physi-
cal activity before and
after school; physical ac-
tivity during school; staff
involvement; and family
and community engage-
ment. 

Find out more about
Let’s Move Active Schools
at
www.letsmoveschools.org.

FOR NEWTON NOW

Outdoor concert featuring Cherokee Maidens coming up at Kauffman
Cherokee Maidens and

Sycamore Swing will per-
form Thursday, Sept. 14, at
the Kauffman Museum at
Bethel College.

The outdoor concert will
start at 6 p.m. and will fea-
ture the band, which in-
cludes Robin Macy, an
original Dixie Chick. 

The Cherokee Maidens
describe their music as
“the Andrews Sisters
meets Bob Willis.” The
band’s name celebrates the
three members’ Native
American heritage and
Kansas-Oklahoma roots,
as do songs such as “A
Prairie Home Lullaby.”

The rest of the trio is
Monica Taylor and Lauren
White. Their three-part
harmony is backed up by
their band, Sycamore
Swing, with guitarist Ken
“Kentucky” White.

During intermission of
the Kauffman Museum
concert, Macy will perform

an a cappella “tweener”
concert in the historic Rat-
zlaff Barn and Voth-
Unruh-Fast House.

After museum volun-
teers give a brief (two- to
three-minute) history of
the buildings, Macy will
sing period songs appropri-
ate to the era in which
they were built and used.
Planned selections include
A.P. Carter’s “My Dixie
Darlin’” and Stephen Fos-
ter’s “Hard Times Come
Again No More.”

Macy suggested the
“tweener” concert as a way
to connect people in the

community to the mu-
seum’s collections, noting,
“Music offers a way to help
people explore the mu-
seum.”

For more information
about the concert, call
Kauffman Museum at 316-
283-1612.

Guests are invited to
bring their own lawn
chairs or blankets to the
event. 

A donation of $10 per
person/couple/family is ap-
preciated to help cover
costs. There will be re-
freshments for sale.

—For Newton Now
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Idon't think you can drive 40
miles in reverse. A week ago,
Joey needed help covering a

meeting, so I made the drive to
Haven. I looked forward to the
trip.

Before I came to Newton, the
Haven City Council was one of my
regular beats. I enjoyed the city's
staff during my few years know-
ing them and made friends with
some of them. 

I entered town, stopped at the
Haven Kwik Shop, which also
functions as a restaurant. For
nostalgia's sake, I asked if they
still had the chicken deal where
they put chicken strips, fries and
a biscuit in a cup. I scarfed the
food down dozens of times before
Haven meetings.

It wasn't on the menu any
more, but the clerk said they still
served the “Chicken Thriller.”

I asked for it in a box, despite
the young cashier telling me that
if they put it in a cup I could get a
free Kwik Shop cup. 

When I got to the meeting, all
the people I knew were there. We
talked a bit about what the town
was doing and what had changed.

I covered the meeting, talked
some more, and then stepped out-
side to find the sun just where I
left it the last time I visited
Haven, setting next to the grain
elevator over the Haven Ford
building. At 8 p.m. in September I
think is when Haven's main

street is the prettiest. 
I looked at it for a minute and

thought that I must have stood
there before on the same day at
the same time. My mind wan-
dered a bit, and I thought what if
I was still standing there a few
years ago and the past few years
were a daydream?

I got in the car and started
driving until I came to an inter-
section. 

The reverie I was having con-
tinued.

A right would take me down K-
96 to 247th to Andale and another
12 miles to my parents’ farm. 

With a left I'd head up Buhler
Road to K-50 and then to Newton. 

You get to thinking of strange
things driving on the highway at
night. I got to thinking about peo-
ple as the headlights went by.

Some people are the cars going
different directions than you.
They pass in a blip.

Some people are going the same
direction but different speeds.
One of you eventually moves past
the other. If you’re lucky, you find
someone to set your cruise control
with. 

But even then, someone's desti-
nation always comes before the
others. We've all got a different
place to go, and it makes no sense
stopping at the side of the road or
putting the car in reverse. 

I've gained a lot of things the
last few years in Newton outside
a few pounds. I've gained friends;
I've gained memories; I've gained
a great paper to run. I've gained a
nice little place to live. 

But I don't think I'm the only
person out there who's pondered
the past at times or who, on occa-
sion, wanted to go back and visit
it. 

So for a few minutes on my trip
back to Newton, I humored myself
and wondered if a right at Haven
would have driven me a few years
and 40 miles southeast to a few
people who passed out of my life.
And it was a good thought to
have. 

I turned left. Then I turned the
radio on and sped up. I had a
story to file. We have no other
destination but forward.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor at Newton Now. He can be

reached at 316-281-7899 or
adam@harveycountynow.com.

The direction must be forward
Columns

Editorial

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the

editor, Newton Now - 706
N. Main, Newton, KS. 

E-MAIL: editor@harv-
eycountynow.com

We welcome letters of
general interest to the

community and reserve
the right to edit for clari-
fication or length. Let-
ters should be fewer than
400 words, and writers
are limited to one letter
every other week. Letters

are due by noon on Mon-
day before publication
and must be signed with
the writer’s name, ad-
dress and phone number
for verification purposes.
Only the name and

hometown will be in-
cluded in the printed let-
ter. 

We do not publish po-
etry, open or anonymous
letters or letters printed
elsewhere.

A boat sinks
drip by drip

When President Donald
Trump announced his
plan to end the Deferred

Action for Childhood Arrivals pro-
gram in six months, the country
largely seemed to split along its
ideological lines—once again with
little room for the middle ground. 

Yet, as with so many other is-
sues, the middle ground is where
most of the answers to a problem
can be found, and it’s where the
nuanced truth lies. That was the
case with a young couple I talked
to this week, who potentially
could be affected by the DACA de-
cision. 

Michael Mora is a specialist in
the Kansas Army National Guard.
He met his fiance, Esmerelda
Tovar-Contreras, five years ago on
Halloween. She was president of
the local Catholic Youth Min-
istries, where she had helped or-
ganize Trunk-or-Treat for kids.
Michael had come to volunteer. 

“We arranged a big Halloween
event for the kids, where we’d
pass out candy before going to a
haunted house or bonfire,” Tovar-
Contreras said. “This dude in a
vest and pink cast on his arm de-
cided to steal my candy, because I
had the good candy and he had
the sucky candy. From there, we
started talking, and we’ve been to-
gether ever since.”

Today, they have a 1-year-old
daughter, Rose. Tovar-Contreras
is a nursing student and works as
a nurse’s aide for an area retire-
ment home. She’s determined to
get a master’s in nursing degree. 

If she’s allowed to stay in the
United States that long. 

Tovar-Contreras’ parents
brought her to the United States
when she was 2 years old. They
wanted a better life for their
daughter and a better hope at ed-

ucation, since neither of them
graduated high school. Thanks to
DACA, she’s been able to get a So-
cial Security number so she can
work and pay taxes, go to school
and drive. 

When I talked with Tovar-Con-
treras, I realized that she is as
American as anyone I know. She
spent her entire childhood here.
She grew up with American
friends, attended American
schools, ate at American restau-
rants. In every way, she is Ameri-
can, save her status on paper. 

“For as long as I can remember,
I pledged allegiance to the flag,”
Tovar-Contreras said. “To take
that away from me and every one
who had DACA, it was heart-
breaking [...] If I was to go back to
Mexico, even though I’m fluent in
the language, I’m not fluent in the
ways of the people. I wouldn’t
know anything. I’ll be naive to
everything there. I don’t know
how I’m going to be able to do it by
myself. I feel like I’m an Ameri-
can. I love this country.”

It’s easy to talk about policy as
if it exists in a vacuum, as if the
decisions that are made and the
rhetoric that’s tossed around don’t
ever touch a person’s life. But it
does, and it’s critical that we re-
member that truth. 

In this case, the DACA decision
has set the stage where a young
man starting out his family could
end up sending his wife and
daughter—who is a citizen—to
what will be a foreign land to
them. This, despite his service to
his country. And the case is simi-
lar for roughly 13,000 people in
Kansas—all of whom have to fol-
low strict rules about work, educa-
tion and abiding the law to remain
in the country. The idea that this
decision is ejecting illegal immi-
grants from our country isn’t quite
true; we’re really kicking out peo-
ple who see themselves as Ameri-
cans. 

The decision is now up to Con-
gress, and if they act to find a per-
manent solution for DACA
residents, the president’s move
will have actually been a good
one. DACA was always designed
as a temporary solution until Con-
gress could come together on a
better plan. 

What those who have lived
under DACA need is a measure
that allows them to move forward
in their lives with confidence as
Americans. I can’t imagine how
unsettling it must be now to not
know if you’ll get to continue liv-
ing here, as most have for much of
their lives, or be told to pack up
and leave the country. While the
latter might play well in the arena
of rhetoric, it’s not a humane,
Christian or American solution.

Jason Probst serves the 102nd
District in the Kansas House of

Representatives. He writes his col-
umn for Kansas Publishing Ven-

tures newspapers after serving as
an editor and writer at the

Hutchinson News the last 15
years. He can be reached at 

thatguyinhutch@gmail.com.

Rhetoric often forgets lives of real people

Is KDOT cutting the amount it distributes to local
governments by $30,000 the end of the world? 

No. For as expensive as road projects are, the cut is
just another drop in the bucket. 

That follows drop, after drop, after drop, after drop. 
It's taken a while for these drops to start puddling up,

but we now begin to notice them.
Last week we discussed a water protection program

that was defunded but is now supported by the county. 
In our school board article this week, we talk about

how the state dropped payments for students using the
state pathway program, one of the few successes imple-
mented by the Brownback Administration, from $1,000
per student who earned a career certification in high
school, down to $40. 

That's three small cuts to three local governments
that have shown up in the news in two weeks. 

Then there are the larger cuts, like the state being be-
hind on Medicare payments to local nursing homes and
hospitals. Those cuts put a damper on the local econ-
omy.

There are cuts made to the Department of Commerce
staffing, meaning the state has fewer people to try to re-
cruit business and industry to it or provide services to
local governments. 

Meanwhile, the sales tax stays high in Kansas. 
And what's happened to your property taxes over the

last few years? Have they been steadily declining?
Nope. They've continued driving up.
State revenue rapidly declined with the Brownback

tax cuts, and those declines got passed on to local gov-
ernments. 

That's not giving local governments a free pass.
They've done some great things to make due, and
they've made some not great decisions, which we chroni-
cle. 

But it would be wrong to say that the increase in
property taxes doesn't have a little to do with the de-
crease in funding to so many programs from the state. 

Now to some, that's how government should work.
More reliance on local funds, means more local decisions
and less state interference, or at least that's the thought
process. 

But currently it’s a negative for Harvey County. We'll
be honest, we don't have a tax base like Sedgwick
County or Johnson County. When we have to raise
money for infrastructure projects locally, it hurts us
here a lot more than counties with larger tax bases. We
don't feel it as badly as less developed counties, but still
it's important for us to understand where our interests
lie. 

Our interests lie in good schools and good roads and
good water. And with the current structure of the state
government, we're less equipped to provide those things
than we were seven or eight years ago. 

If Kansas is going to move ahead as a state, it will do
it together. That means working for a high tide to raise
all boats instead of creating a few bastions of opulence
and a dying prairie dotted with rusting towns that con-
tinue to fade. 

You can still be upset at local legislators for property
tax increases, but don't be so naive to ignore the links
between the state's budget situation and what we're
seeing at home. Kansans voted for tax shifts years ago,
and they got them—dropped right on many of their
heads. It's going to take a lot of work and education for
state voters to rectify the mess we're in. 

So does the KDOT cut doom us? Nope. None of the
cuts do. 

Neither did the first few drops of water in the 
Titanic's bulkhead.

—Newton Now Editorial Board
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HOW TO RUN AN ANNOUNCEMENT
Announcements in Newton Now usually run

for $10 with a photo and about 200 words. 
Send your birth, engagement, anniversary

or wedding announcement to wendy@harvey-
countynow.com with the copy you would like to
run and a high resolution photo. 

If you have any questions about announce-
ments call: 316-281-7899. 
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Idon’t think I’ll ever forget the
feeling of complete uncer-
tainty on that whirlwind day

when we went to auction for our
home. I’ll never forget seeing over
a hundred people walking
through the rooms of the house
and feeling anger and jealousy
about that fact that they were
snooping through “my” house.
But, really, would it ever be my
house?

I remember being confused dur-
ing the auction about whether or
not Kendall had the winning bid
and never actually seeing the face
of the man we were bidding
against. I remember the auction-
eer holding out on our high bid for
at least five minutes as he at-
tempted to squeeze more money
out of the bids. Tears had defi-
nitely ensued by this point. And
then…in a moment of pure bliss
and to my utter disbelief…I heard
the auctioneer shout, “Sold!
Kendall, you did it.”

It’s officially been an entire
year since that day, and honestly,
it feels like a decade. I never quite
understood the full extent of what
we were getting ourselves into
that day at the auction. All I could
seem to think about was curtains
and throw pillows and paint col-
ors.

While Kendall and I were
thankfully able to get the deal of
a life time for our dream home, I
never dreamed how much blood,
sweat and tears that would be in-
vested into this home of ours.
Like, no idea. Kendall asks me al-
most on a daily basis if I had to do
it all over again, knowing what I
know now, would I?

I still don’t think that I can an-
swer that question. I’m not going
to pretend that it’s been an easy,
dreamy process. This renovation
isn’t just like a quick episode on
HGTV where in just an hour’s
time, you can see a full transfor-

mation and the couple then lives
happily ever after.

What you don’t see in between
those segments are the sleepless
nights thinking about what needs
to be done, the bumps and the
bruises, the arguments over the
really big things and the petty
things. You don’t see the exhaus-
tion and the acknowledgement of
the fact that you’ll probably just
have to walk on plywood floors for
the rest of your life.

There have been a few days
within the last month that I be-
lieve I have literally driven myself
to a point of exhaustion. I have
physically made myself ill and
have had to take a few days of
just lying flat on my back to re-
cover. Those have been the days
that make me question if we were
actually sane and in the right
state of mind that day of the auc-
tion. 

I might not have been, but my
Kendall sure was. He knew what
this process entailed all along.
And all along he has been nothing
but a steady, unwavering force of
energy that pours his entire soul
into this project. There’s no way
on the planet that this would’ve
happened without him. He has
been my anchor to me during my
darkest, weakest moments and all
during that time he has made my
dreams and visions for our home

a reality.
There are days that I can be so

angry with Kendall, because all I
want him to do is to put the ham-
mer down and spend some time
with me away from the house.
But then there are the days that I
just watch Kendall work away at
a distance and am overwhelmed
with love for that hard working
man of mine. He is doing all of
this for me and our future family.

All of these days of dust on the
countertops and cold water show-
ers and hanging clothes outside to
dry will all pale in comparison to
the days that we will spend enjoy-
ing our big beautiful home with
our family that we will build.

Millions of memories we have
made together in this past year of
building our home have over-
whelmed me as of late. So I guess,
to answer Kendall’s question, I
still don’t know if I’d do it all over
again. But what I do know is that
it’s all going to be worth it.

Courtney Critchfield is the mar-
keting director for the Newton

Area Chamber of Commerce.

A year later, home is still being earned the hard way

Guest Editorial
Symbols, contradictions

and puzzlements
Fall is a great time to plant,

over seed, core-aerate,
power rake and fertilize tall

fescue. To continue on the topic of
lawns, what are the benefits of
grass?

Turfgrass is so common in
everyday life that people may not
appreciate its value. Research
continues to uncover environmen-
tal, economic, health, and safety
benefits of natural turfgrass
found in lawns, athletic fields,
parks, and roadsides.

Healthy Soil: Populations of
beneficial organisms thrive within
the root systems of healthy
grasses, turning dead plants and
organisms into healthy soils.

Water Filtration: Pollutants
bind tightly to the roots and
thatch layer of grass systems. Mi-
crobial organisms work with the
thatch layer to keep surface and
groundwater clean. Grass buffer
strips located in and around farm
fields, streams, and waterways
filter soil and remove chemicals
before they enter surface and
groundwater. In urban areas,
grasses filter water that contains
contaminants from oil, grease,
and other household and indus-
trial wastes.

Erosion Control: Grass reduces
soil erosion caused by water and
wind. Grass develops a thick root
and shoot system, forming a wall
that prevents soil erosion. For ex-
ample, with new road and home
construction, sod is laid next to
the curb to prevent soil erosion
and act as a buffer strip. The strip
filters runoff water before it en-
ters the street and storm water
drains, which lead to nearby
streams and surface waters. Reg-
ular mowing increases shoot den-
sity and root mass, which
improves soil stability. Grass pre-
vents water and wind erosion by
slowing down the flow of water
and holding soil in place. Re-
search shows that sediment loss

from grass is negligible under
normal rainfall conditions.

Noise Reduction: Grasses
planted along a roadside will de-
crease the noise level by 40 per-
cent, compared to hard surfaces.

Natural Air Conditioning:
Urban areas with fewer grasses
and landscape plants are 10 to 15
percent warmer than their rural
neighbors. Water evaporates
through the stomata, the tiny
openings in the grass blades, cool-
ing them and the surrounding en-
vironment. During the summer,
lawns are 30 percent cooler than
asphalt and 14 percent cooler
than bare ground.

Reduces Glare: Variation in the
size, shape, and angle of individ-
ual grass blades disperses sun-
light. This reduces glare and
improves visibility in sunny con-
ditions.

Pollution Control: A healthy
lawn produces an abundance of
leaf tissue to trap dirt and dust
particles and protect air quality.
About 12 million tons of dust is
released into the atmosphere each
year in the U.S., and much of it is
trapped by grass.

Emotional and Physical Wellbe-
ing: Vegetated landscapes not
only enhance the environment,
but they improve mental, physi-
cal, and emotional health. Hospi-
tal patients recover faster when
their rooms face areas with grass
and landscape plants.

Absorbs Carbon Dioxide, Re-

leases Oxygen: During photosyn-
thesis, grasses remove carbon
dioxide and add oxygen to the at-
mosphere. Healthy turf areas give
off abundant oxygen, which hu-
mans need to survive. Over the
course of a year, a 2,500 square-
foot lawn absorbs enough carbon
dioxide to produce oxygen for a
family of four.

Conditions Soil: Grass roots
grow continuously—dying, decom-
posing and re-growing. This
builds humus, which keeps soil bi-
ologically active and improves
physical and chemical properties.
The best, most fertile soils in the
world were created under grass-
lands.

Keeps Pollen in Check: Healthy
lawns have few weeds, which re-
duces pollen levels. Regular mow-
ing also prevents grass plants and
weeds from producing pollen-
bearing seedheads and flowers.

Discourages Small Pests: Small
pests (snakes, mice, and rats) and
insects (chiggers and mosquitoes)
live in tall grasses. Regular mow-
ing keeps these undesirable pests
away.

Improves Community Health
and Safety: Most outdoor recre-
ational activities take place on
grass. There are fewer injuries,
and they tend to be less severe
when athletes play on natural
grass compared to synthetic turf
athletic fields. Adding turf to city
parks has been shown to improve
community relationships and
emotional well-being, and to re-
duce crime. Parks and golf
courses provide natural habitat
for plants and animals in places
that would normally be used for
industry or housing. Many golf
courses are certified as bird and
wildlife sanctuaries by the
Audubon Society.

Scott Eckert is the Harvey
County Extension agent, 

horticulture.

Fall a great time to take care of lawns

HOME ON THE CHANGE

COURTNEY CRITCHFIELD

HORTICULTURE AGENT

SCOTT ECKERT

Many older Southerners, this one included, moved
past the mythology and contrived mystique of the Con-
federacy a long time ago.

That advance was not automatic for kids growing up
in North Carolina in the 1940s when blacks and whites
lived in separate universes, connected only by the bus
routes that delivered black maids, nannies and yard
men to and from white homes. 

Change was incremental because the races did not
talk to each other about the curtain that separated
them. For the most part, whites weren’t interested in
starting such a discussion, and for the most part, blacks
were afraid to start it.

But change was in the air. World War II had some-
thing to do with it, I think, bringing into our formative
years the ideas of a wider world beyond the insulated
Old South, including the discovery that blacks and
whites, even in separate units, could fight effectively
against a common threat.

For youngsters, life in 1940s Dixie was full of contra-
dictions and puzzlements.

--In some families, mine included, what has now be-
come “the N word” was banned. While I walked to the
nearby drug store with an aunt, we passed a uniformed
maid at a bus stop. A polite and soft-spoken Duke Uni-
versity librarian, my aunt was commenting that I was
growing up and soon could abandon short pants. She
said, “Next year you can have knickers.” Shocked, I
snapped “Shh! There’s one now!”

--In my all-white school, our sixth grade music
teacher pushed the anti-slavery, if racist-ly ambiguous,
19th Century songs of Stephen Collins Foster, complete
with the “darkie” dialect that Foster contrived. She also
touted the work of the United Daughters of the Confed-
eracy (UDC), urging that we interest our mothers in its
project of filling public spaces with statues of Confeder-
ate heroes such as Robert E. Lee and Jefferson Davis,
“lest we forget.”

Our current national debate over the propriety of dis-
playing those hundreds of symbols is itself full of contra-
dictions and puzzlements.

Even “Silent Sam,” a statue of an anonymous young
confederate soldier standing prominently next to the
Franklin Street entrance to the University of North
Carolina (courtesy of the UDC) is under threat. For
many Tar Heel undergraduates of the post-WWII era,
Sam didn’t symbolize nostalgia for past conflict; the con-
trolling narrative and standing joke was that every time
a virgin walked by, “Silent Sam” fired his rifle. Now the
statue is again taken as symbolic of something beyond
undergraduate frivolity, and UNC is under pressure to
remove it.

Symbols are easier to destroy than—and should not
be mistaken for—their underlying truths. Destroying
them is a poor, if sometimes temporarily satisfying, sub-
stitute for doing the real work of repairing the fractures
in our social structure that they represent.

And there’s fracturing to make up for on all sides.
Think John Brown, whose 10-foot high figure dominates
John Steuart Curry’s 33-foot mural that itself domi-
nates the Kansas State Capitol rotunda.

Brown, Bible in his left hand, rifle in his right, stands
astride the bodies of two men. By today’s standards, his
raids and murders in the name of abolition would easily
qualify as terrorism. He was hanged for leading a
bloody raid on the Harper’s Ferry, Va., federal armory,
having been captured by a company of U.S. Marines
commanded by Col. Robert E. Lee.

History’s contradictions and puzzlements are endless.

Davis Merritt, Wichita journalist and author, may be
reached at dmerritt9@cox,net.

There have been
a few days within
the last month
that I believe I
have literally
driven myself to
the point of 
exhaustion.

Human spirit on display
in Newton and Houston

Before depart-
ing Newton, I
glimpsed the

writing on a case of
water I was load-
ing: "Not all Har-
veys are bad.”

It hit me. Our
community in New-
ton, Kan., would
have an impact on
families in Houston,
Texas.

Last week, I was
lucky enough to
make a trip down to
Houston, hauling a cattle
trailer of supplies donated
by Newton residents as
outreach to the communi-
ties ravaged by Hurricane
Harvey in Texas.

The full trailer, with
10,000 pounds of needed
supplies and food, came
from groups across New-
ton and Harvey County.
They donated and rallied
to help others in need. It
was amazing to reflect on
the opportunity we had to
show love to families hun-
dreds of miles away.

The way down was
memorable. The closer we
got to Houston, the more
the horns were honking.

By the time we hit Dal-
las, Texas, it was evident
we were welcome in the
great State of Texas.

We stopped at a Loves
gas station, and I wit-
nessed a woman in tears
taking a picture of our
trailer. She gave us a mes-
sage of love and encour-
agement. 

Southward we contin-
ued. In a parking lot just
north of Houston, we
found a man and woman
who approached us and
thanked us for coming
down to help.

They told us they had
just showered at the Loves
and were heading back to
their shop.

Stephen Owens and I

asked if they needed any-
thing. The man and
woman looked at each-
other, hesitated and
said...."No, I think we will
be fine. People down there
need the supplies; get it to
them, please."

That experience
summed up the trip. We
saw the human spirit pre-
sented: a wish to pass
along help to another per-
son in need. 

From Harvey County to
Houston, Texas, we were
blessed by amazing people
with great attitudes. I am
grateful to be a part of our
little piece of support, giv-
ing back to the families in
Houston. I took so much
away from the experience.
It's hard to put it into
words.

After we unloaded and
headed back, I looked in
my rearview mirror with a
feeling of gratitude for
what our community did.
We made an impact.
Those families needed us
to take action. Harvey
County did just that.

I'm proud of you all, and
I am so blessed to live
here among such great
people. 

Andy Ortiz operates a
business in Newton and

visited Houston recently to
help with the clean up fol-
lowing Hurricane Harvey

GUEST COLUMN

ANDY ORTIZ
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Police Lt. Bryan Hall said officers' beats
also were structured with trains in mind. Of-
ficers also take into account which way the
train is going and head the opposite way.

"If we have to run lights and sirens, we
run to the nearest crossing that might clear,"
he said. "That might not be a good tip for
people in the community."

For clarity, unless you're an emergency re-
sponder or member of law enforcement re-
sponding to an emergency, running a
crossing when the arms are down carries a
hefty fine. Though, on the locomotive side of
things, Kansas law states a train can only
block a crossing for 10 minutes, though that
means the train must be at a stand still. 

Metzler said a comprehensive map study,
which includes trains, was one of the pri-
mary topics for new employees. They are
tested rigorously on local geography, which
comes in handy for those rare instances
when a firefighter elects to turn around. All
firefighters know alternative routes to a call.

"Whenever our members are driving emer-
gency vehicles, they are thinking about re-
sponding immediately to an emergency," he
said. "That entails things like making sure
they're not blocked in traffic."

Rescue workers drive on the inside lane in
normal traffic because if they have to acti-
vate red lights and sirens, the fire truck al-
ready is in the left lane, Metzler said.
Motorists should know to pull over to the
right upon meeting a rescue vehicle.

Others operating under time constraints
don't have the luxury of civic planning.

"The trains in Newton are a big problem
for us," Greg Darnell, who works at a New-
ton pizza shop, said. "We have to get the piz-
zas [to customers] in a certain amount of
time or we get negative feedback from the
corporate office. Obviously, we want a pizza
to get there hot and fresh. When you get
stuck by a 10-minute train, that hurts."

Dustyn Ediger, who has been delivering
pizzas for 1-1/2 years, said he still curses
under his breath when he gets held up at a
crossing. Time is money for a delivery driver,
and sometimes he meets a train coming and
going. Delays also cost employees, because
they get paid a reduced rate when on the
road.

"I kind of just space out," he said. "I used
to count cars. I people watch. I've never ac-
tually turned around."

Customers usually are understanding,
though some accuse drivers of using "the
train excuse" when a pizza is late, Darnell
said.

"I usually call them when I'm at a train,
and they're like, 'That's OK,'" Ediger said.
"Most of them live in Newton. Most of the
time they're nice, though."

Ediger said he still used a GPS system
when making deliveries. He clicks a house
on a computer screen, and the GPS will
show him all the routes. His main avenues
for crossing town are High and Walnut
Streets and Kansas Avenue. He also uses
Old Main Street and Grandview Avenue as
shortcuts.

Darnell said he'd like Newton to some day
construct an overpass on Main Street simi-
lar to the flyover in Wichita so that trains
become less of a factor in the middle of town.

"I don't think it's a safety issue, but it is a
major inconvenience," he said.

which tend to be more robust than local
specs, the government can receive 100 per-
cent or a full allocation of its funding from
the program. 

Newton, for instance, receives an alloca-
tion of around $200,000 from the fund an-
nually. The county receives around
$227,000, according to Administrator An-
thony Swartzendruber

Previously, if a local government did a
construction project not using local specs,
KDOT only provided the government 90
cents for each dollar of its official alloca-
tion.

Recently, KDOT cut that allocation from
90 cents on the dollar to 75 cents on the
dollar. 

“The reason was there wasn't as many
dollars to go along, and they still have a
cost to go to administer the program,”
Loomis said. 

Loomis said the city was using the 90
cent reimbursement rate, because it was
easier for local bidders to bid Newton con-
struction contracts, and the amount of bid-
ders drove the price down far enough that
the city came out ahead, even with the 90
percent reimbursement rate. Using local
specs also opened up the bidding process to
more local businesses.

Basically, not building to KDOT specs
lowered costs by more than 10 percent. 

She said she didn't know if the city would
still come out ahead using the 75 cent reim-
bursement rate. 

The city will move forward with using
that rate this year but keep an eye on it. 

“We're going to really put the pencil to it
and look at the numbers,” she said.

The changes KDOT implemented also
will make local governments pull out ex-
change payments from the state each year.
Previously, cities could let their exchange
payments accrue in the account and then
pull those funds out for large projects. 

Now, governments will have to take those
funds out annually. Loomis said that
change makes sense, as random with-
drawals from local governments made it
hard for the city to budget with the fund. 

Swartzendruber brought the change in
the program up to the Harvey County Com-
mission. The county, if it would use all of an
annual allocation through the exchange,
would receive $34,000 less.

The change was pointed out by Commis-
sioner Randy Hague as just another way
the state, with less dollars, continued to
pass on its burdens to local governments. 

The Kansas Department of Transporta-
tion has had its own funds repeatedly used
to pay state budget deficits in recent years
by the Kansas Legislature. 

ROADS
From Page 1

TRAINS
From Page 1

and spoke slowly to de-esca-
late the situation.

“Cops need training for
mentally-ill people,” Giles
said. “You take a mentally-
ill person, you give them a
bogus charge and put 'em
into the jail system and now
you have a mentally-ill per-
son who already has enough
problems in life, and now
you're adding to that in-
stead of helping that fam-
ily.”

Barbara Gibson, National
Alliance on Mental Illness
Mid-Kansas president, said
then there are local families
who don't show up for court
and there's trouble with
that, too.

“I have run into a lot of
police officers who have
been helpful, but the one
cop that's mean or a jerk
can really mess up a family,
which then messes up kids,
so we desperately need po-
lice officers to get training
to deal with mentally-ill
families,” Giles said.

Gibson and the Giles cou-
ple sometimes talk about
mentally-ill families as op-
posed to mentally-ill people
because the illnesses affect
the entire family. Giles has
been getting help for his ill-
nesses, and Tina has at-
tended National Alliance on
Mental Illness in Newton,
which is a support group for
friends and loved ones of
people with mental ill-
nesses. It meets at 7 p.m.
the third Thursday of each
month at First Mennonite
Church, 429 E. First St. in
Newton.

NAMI isn't the only place
families go for help. They've
also looked for help from
pastors, Gibson said.

“The pastors just have no
idea how to deal with men-
tal illness people, and so
they can get help with
NAMI,” Gibson said.

“It would benefit any-
body,” Tina said, and Gibson
said pastors sometimes are
first responders in these sit-
uations.

On Aug. 21, there was a
seminar for pastors at the
Harvey County Friends of
ERT and Chaplain Re-
sponse Team building in
Newton for pastors and how
to handle mental-illness sit-
uations.

Other efforts on how to
help mental-illness patients
are being made with law en-
forcement in the county,
such as in the case of the
Harvey County Sheriff's Of-
fice.

Harvey County Sheriff
Chad Gay has been through
Crisis Intervention Training
(CIT), and Sheriff Cpl.
Brandon Huntley just com-
pleted a 50-hour CIT train-
ing. The CIT training is for
them to learn how to deal
with people in a mental-
health crisis, said Newton
Police Department Lt. Scott
Powell. Newton PD has
three CIT-trained officers,
he said.

“The initiative [for] that
[is] we're dealing with more
and more folks in society
with mental illness,” Hunt-
ley said, whether they have
schizophrenia, depression,
bi-polar or are suicidal.

In the last 10 years, law
enforcement has more fre-
quent contact with such
folks, Huntley said. The rea-
son for that, Gay said, is be-
cause the state has cut back
on funding for mental-ill-
ness patients. 

“They don't have as many

resources, folks struggling
with mental-health issues,”
Gay said.

Huntley said that poses a
problem for law enforce-
ment responders on how to
effectively communicate
with people in public having
a mental-health crisis.

This training shows offi-
cers how to effectively and
appropriately deal with
them, Huntley said.

“The training's extensive
in dealing with those
things,” Huntley said. “It
goes into detail not only
with these illnesses, but
how to effectively communi-
cate with folks with a men-
tal-health crisis.”

They're taught how to de-
escalate the situation,
which comes down to empa-
thy and using effective com-
munication.

For instance, if there's an
officer trying to talk to
someone with voices in his
head and hasn't had any
training, that officer might
think the person in crisis is
being defiant as opposed to
realizing the person is hav-
ing to sort out all the voices
and focus on what the offi-
cer is saying.

“Part of the training when
it comes to schizophrenia is
you actually wear some
headphones, and you actu-
ally have multiple voices in
your head and then you
have to try to focus on a spe-
cific paragraph in some-
thing and be able to recite
that, and so that’s the type
of training that provides law
enforcement is to under-
stand what it’s like for
somebody with schizophre-
nia and why they might not
be able to follow a specific
command immediately or
how you’re actually, as an
officer, you’re trying to do
battle with whatever this
voice is to get the attention
of this person and not neces-
sarily take it out or, you
know, not acknowledge that
this person is actually going
through a mental-health cri-
sis, because for them, it’s
absolutely real,” Huntley
said. “They hear this person
inside their head, and you
don’t want to discredit that.
You want to acknowledge
that and try to get them to
focus on you. It’s just a dif-
ferent way of talking to
folks.”

There is something that's
the most important.

“But probably more im-
portant than anything is
identifying that this person
is having a mental-health
crisis and realizing that it’s
not over criminal behavior
or aggressive behavior,
which then, you know,
makes it safer for the per-

son, as well as the officer in-
volved,” Huntley said. “All
the way around it just
makes everything safer.”

In order to help deal with
people in mental-health
crises, the sheriff's office
hopes to have a CIT-trained
officer on duty all the time.

“That’s our plan,” Huntley
said. “That’s our goal. That’s
our commitment to our com-
munity is to make sure that
we have by 2019 to have
four fully trained CIT offi-
cers and then at some level
train everybody within our
agency recognizing mental-
health crisis and issues. Our
level of commitment is we
want to have those guys
available 24 hours a day
who can respond to someone
who’s having a mental-
health crisis.”

On the last day of train-
ing, Huntley said they do
nothing but scenarios of
people in crisis. 

“We also had folks that
are—they call ’em con-
sumers—come to the train-
ing and present to us and sit
in a panel and talk about
their experiences,” Gay said.

When Huntley was
trained, they went to one of
the two state mental-health
hospitals in Kansas.

“In fact, we went to
Larned State Hospital, and
they had ’em at a table and,
you know, they explained
why they were there, how
they felt with law enforce-
ment response and how
their law enforcement expe-
riences could’ve been better
in terms of understanding
that they, ‘I wasn’t intend-
ing to do this,'” Huntley
said, adding they said it was
their psychosis or schizo-
phrenia causing them to act
certain ways.

Yes, communication is key
to de-escalate the situation.

“A lot of it comes down to
just understanding what
they’re going through and
then effectively communi-
cate that way,” Huntley
said. “So it really comes
down to the communication.
Communication’s such a
huge part of it.”

And even with the com-
munication and trust, law
enforcement and the jail feel
like they can be a catch-all
of sorts for mental-illness
patients.

“What ends up happening
is what else do we do with
these folks?” Gay said. “If
we get into a situation
where what they’re doing
appears to be criminal,
which that may not be the
right way to handle it, but
what else do we do with
’em? So some commit some
criminal act and they go to
jail, and we end up with

them in the jail, and that’s
not a good place for ’em ei-
ther. You know, they really
struggle over there, and
then our folks struggle
being able to—and I think
we do a good job over there.
There are times when it’s a
struggle for somebody over
there to deal with these
folks that are having these
issues.”

The state mental hospi-
tals are an option, but not
always right away.

“Larned is an option, the
mental hospital there, but
I’ve been in there when we
were six to eight weeks out
from being able to get them
from our jail to get them
help with the mental facil-
ity,” Gay said.

Huntley said Larned and
Osawatomie are always full. 

“So that’s really a strug-
gle,” Gay said. “I feel terri-
ble for those folks that have
to go through that, and then
our people, our jail deputies
over there, have to deal with
’em, and they struggle with
it.”

Another key component in
dealing with folks in men-
tal-health crises is building
trust with them and their
families.

“As a family member, you
care about your loved one,
and when they’re being defi-
ant, we want to build a level
of trust with the family out
there and the families of the
consumer-health folks that
they can call us ahead of
time and we can stave off
those type of things and we
get them the help that they
need and we can provide
them the resources they
need, whether it’s a ride,
voluntarily wanting to
check themselves into a spe-
cific hospital, whether we
can give them a ride as a
CIT officer, we can do those
things or effectively provide
other types of resources for
them to get the help that
they need,” Huntley said.

The training does come in
handy. For example, when
Gay worked for the Newton
Police Department, there
was a woman who would re-
quest his presence when she
had difficulty.

“There’s a lady that I
know fairly well; she has
lots of good days and occa-
sionally a bad day, where
something is going wrong in
her world,” Gay said. “When
I was with the P.D., she
would specifically ask for
me to come visit with. She
knew she was having a
problem. Wasn’t sure how to
deal with it. Would specifi-
cally ask for me to come to
her house and talk to her.”

He'd go.
“And so I would go deal

with her, and I think just
the way I could deal with it
from the training that I was
able to help her through it,”
Gay said. “Then we could
maybe get family on the
way to come help her. There
was another lady that I
helped that was just feeling
suicidal, and I offered her a
ride to the hospital. It’s
maybe something as simple
as that, you know, that I
visit with her. We talk about
it, I say here’s what I can do
to help ya, take her out to
the hospital and get her
evaluated.”

All of this work helps the
community, and Huntley
said the NAMI folks were
“ecstatic” they were going to
have CIT training.

“It’s very good for our
community that we’re going
to engage in this,” Gay said.
“I’m happy to be doing it.”

SUPPORT
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Sheriff Cpl. Brandon Huntley discusses matters involving people with men-
tal illness. 

NEWS BRIEFS

Man accused of pickup truck rundown
A man ended up in jail on pending charges of aggravated

assault after two people claimed he tried to hit them with
his pickup truck following a disturbance at a local bar and
restaurant. 

Newton Police Lt. Scott Powell said around 1:45 a.m.
Sept 10 the police department responded to an altercation
at Moxie's Bar and Grill, in Newton.

Powell said witnesses reported two men getting into an
altercation in the bar. Powell said they then left the bar. 

According to police reports, one of the men involved in the
argument was walking to his vehicle with another person.
That's when they say the other man involved in the argu-
ment tried to run them down with the Dodge pickup he was
driving.

Nathan Person, 35, of Newton was arrested on pending
charges of aggravated assault and disorderly conduct for
the incident.

Powell also added that the call at the property was un-
usual.

“We don't have any problems over there at all, but you get
the occasional issues everywhere,” he said.

—Newton Now staff

McGinnes joins First Presbyterian Church
First Presbyterian Church of Newton welcomed a new

full-time pastor this past Sunday. 
The Rev. Richard Scott McGinnes led his first Sunday

service at 10:30 a.m. at the church on 900 N. Columbus. 
Born and raised in Glendale, Calif., McGinnis earned a

master's of divinity degree from Regent College in Vancou-

ver, B.C., Canada, before returning to Fuller Seminary near
his hometown in order to take Presbyterian classes for
PCUSA ordination. Upon completion of the ordination
process in 2006, Scott worked for a commercial real-estate
executive search firm and Vanguard University before hear-
ing God's call to ordained ministry in 2010. 

McGinnis served at Grandview Presbyterian Church in
the Los Angeles suburb of Glendale for seven years, a small
church with a huge preschool ministry that serves a diverse
population of young families and their grandparents, who
were actively involved as volunteers in the preschool. 

Scott and his wife, Sonday, have three children,
Jonathan, Elise and Evan. Scott’s family enjoyed their min-
istry in his hometown but felt God’s calling to move to
Kansas, where some of Sonday’s family lives. Scott and Son-
day have traveled to Kansas annually to visit family for
several years and moved into the Newton community in Au-
gust. 

The church is looking forward to this new chapter in their
service to its members and the Newton community. 

The week following Scott’s first service, a special installa-
tion service will be at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 17, in addi-
tion to the regular service.

—For Newton Now

Subscribe to Newton Now
To subscribe to Newton Now, visit the office at 706 N.

Main St. or call 316-281-7899. The cost is $30 for six
months, $50 a year, $90 for two years or ask about monthly
rates that get auto deducted from your account.

Make the switch today and save money while learning
everything you need to know about your community. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

OBITUARIES

Thursday, Sept. 14
4:30 p.m.—Varsity invitational for cross country at

Buhler
5 p.m.—Fall Fiesta Fundraiser at Grand Central 
6 p.m.—Community Acupuncture Newton at Peace

Connections (third floor above PrairieHarvest)
6:30 p.m.—Varsity soccer game at Eisenhower

High School
7 p.m.—American Legion bingo night, 400 S.

Spencer Road
7 p.m.—Cherokee Maiden performance at the

Kauffman Museum

Friday, Sept. 15
9 a.m.—Varsity invitational at Hesston Golf Park
6 p.m.—Game night at Grand Central
7 p.m.—NHS football at Eisenhower High School,

Goddard

Saturday, Sept. 16
MCC Flatlander Race
8 a.m.—Harvey County Farmers Market, 121 E

Sixth St.
8:30 a.m.—Ride for the dogs, Caring Hands Hu-

mane Society
9 a.m.—Varsity Volleyball Tournament, Maize

High School

Monday, Sept. 18
9 a.m.—Harvey County Commission Meeting
1 p.m.—Girls golf invitational, Salina Municipal

Golf Course
7 p.m.—USD 373 bond info meeting, 308 East

First
7 p.m.—Square Dance, 122 E Sixth St.
7 p.m.—Adult painting class, Newton Rec Center

Wednesday, Sept. 20
9:30 a.m.—Bethel Life Enrichment, “From Plate to

Palate: A Day in the Life of Our Food Service Direc-
tor,” Nolan Corne, Aladdin Foods, Bethel College

3:30 pm.—Master Builders Club at the Newton
Public Library

Call Newton Now at 316-281-7899 to submit info.

Karen L.
Chaffee, 75,
from Newton,
passed away
surrounded
by family
Sunday, Sept.
10, 2017, at
Harry Hynes
Hospice after
a long strug-
gle with cancer.

Karen is survived by
her husband, Myron G.
Chaffee, whom she mar-
ried Aug. 19, 1961. She is
also survived by her chil-
dren, Tammera Chaffee,
Newton, Teresa Halibur-
ton, son-in-law William
Haliburton, Skiatook,
Okla., and Jason Chaffee,
and his fiancé Eyerusalem
Amare, San Francisco;
three grandchildren,
Christopher Haliburton,
Natiana Chaffee and
Mateo Chaffee. She also is
survived by her brothers,
Benny Unruh, Raleigh
Unruh, Harold Unruh,
Alan Unruh and Doug
Unruh, and one sister,
Shirley Parsons.

She was preceded in
death by her sons, Dr.
Bryan G. Chaffee and

Myron B. Chaf-
fee; her par-
ents, Ben and
Mabel Unruh;
and brother,
Steven Unruh. 

Karen loved
being a mom
and grand-
mother and al-
ways put the

needs of her kids and
grandkids before her own.
She also loved her border
collie, Rusty, who she
missed dearly while she
was in the hospital. She
will be missed by her fam-
ily and friends.

Funeral service will be
10 a.m. Friday at Golden
Plains Free Methodist
Church in rural Newton,
with Pastor Jean Bergren
and Pastor Fred Hobson
presiding. Visitation will
be from 5 to 9 p.m. Thurs-
day at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton. Burial
will be in Greenwood
Cemetery in Newton.

Donations can be given
to the Harry Hynes Hos-
pice or to Doctors without
Borders in Brian Chaffee’s
name in care of Petersen
Funeral Home.

KAREN CHAFFEE

John
Thomas “J.T.”
Kelso, 75, of
Newton
passed away
at his home
Friday, Sept.
8, 2017. J.T.
was born
March 1,
1942, in New-
ton, the son of Thomas
and Camilla (Reid) Kelso. 

J.T. graduated from
Newton High in 1960. He
would say he was blessed
to have a career that he
loved. His calling as a con-
ductor spanned 46 years
on multiple railroads.

J.T. was a loving father,
grandfather and devout
Christian.

He is survived by his
wife, Sandra of Newton;
sons, Michael, Thomas,
John Ed (Deanna) and
Scot (Deb); daughters,
Margaret Peterson
(James), Lynn Marshall

(Curt) and
Kelly Davert
(Mike);
brother, Jim
(Sheryl); and
eight grand-
children.

J.T. was pre-
ceded in death
by his parents,
Thomas and

Camilla; brother, Jack;
and granddaughter, Matti-
son Hadley.

Recitation of the Holy
Rosary was prayed on
Sept. 11 at St. Mary
Catholic Church. Mass of
Christian Burial was Sept.
12 at St. Mary Catholic
Church, with the Rev.
Nicholas Voelker cele-
brant, followed by burial
at St. Mary Cemetery.

Family suggests memo-
rials to St. Mary Catholic
School of Newton or Harry
Hynes Hospice in care of
Petersen Funeral Home. 

JOHN KELSO

Armando C. Montano, 88, died Tuesday, Sept. 12,
2017, at Kansas Christian Home.

Services are pending and will be announced by
Broadway Colonial Funeral Home in Newton.

ARMANDO MONTANO

Mark Allen
Makovec, 45,
died on Fri-
day, Sept. 1,
2017, in rural
Severy.

Mark was
born on April
26, 1972, in
Kansas City,
Kan., to
Michael and Janet (Byers)
Makovec.

Mark married Vicki
Wiseman on Feb. 23,
2002, in Holton.

Mark was a handyman
and mechanic and enjoyed
working with his hands.

He is survived by his
parents, Michael and
Janet Makovec; wife, Vicki
Makavec; children, Laura
(David) Graham, Kathryn
(Bryan) Bender, Derek
Shepherd and Cecelia

Makovec; five
grandchildren,
Maddy, Jaz-
zlyn and Noah
Bender, and
Gabriel, and
Aoife Graham;
brothers,
Michael and
Patrick
Makovec;

brother-in-law, Jack
McHolland; and several
aunts, uncles, nieces and
nephews.

A memorial service was
Sept. 9 at Columbus Av-
enue Church of Christ.

A memorial has been set
up for the Columbus Av-
enue Church of Christ,
101 Columbus Ave., New-
ton, KS, 67114. 

Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton is in charge of
arrangements.

MARK MAKOVEC

Charles R. Morris, 69,
died Wednesday, Sept. 6,
2017, in Harlingen, Texas.

He was born Aug. 16,
1948, in Nevada, Mo., to
Charles and Betty
(Whistler) Morris. He
married Vicki Sue Morris
on June 16, 1978, at Long-
ton, and she preceded him
in death on Jan. 28, 2005.
On Sept. 24, 2005, he
married Beverly Lintz at
the Precious Moments
chapel in Carthage, Mo.,
and she survives of the
home.

Charles retired from
AGCO in Hesston after 41
years working in the
maintenance department.
He enjoyed traveling and
was a full-time RVer,
spending winters in Har-
lingen, Texas. While in
Harlingen, he and his
wife made many good
friends. Charles enjoyed
tinkering and fixing
things and was always
helping friends and neigh-
bors with their projects.
Charles also enjoyed
Branson, Mo., and all the
attractions and shows. He
enjoyed spending time

fishing and being in na-
ture. Charles was a loving
husband, father, grandfa-
ther, great-grandfather
and friend to many, and
he will be greatly missed.

He is survived by his
wife, Beverly Morris,
Newton; sons, Terry Mor-
ris of Newton, Jerry Mor-
ris of Humbolt, J.D. Lintz
of Fort Pierce, Fla., and
Michael Lintz of
Haysville; daughter, Carly
Morris of Newton; 11
grandchildren; and four
great-grandchildren.

Charles was preceded
in death by his first wife,
Vicki Sue; parents; and
brother, John Morris.

Funeral service will be
at 2 p.m. Thursday at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home
Chapel in Newton. Visita-
tion was from 5 to 9 p.m.
Wednesday, with the fam-
ily receiving friends from
6:30 to 8 p.m. at the fu-
neral home. Burial will be
in Greenwood Cemetery
in Newton.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials are suggested to
Aurora House in Weslaco,
Texas.

CHARLES MORRIS

A visitation
for Lauma
Lou Pagan,
77, a resident
of Lawrence,
will be at 9:30
a.m., followed
by the Cele-
bration of
Life at 10:30
a.m. at Grace
Evangelical Presbyterian
Church on Saturday, Sept.
16. Burial will follow at
Alpine Cemetery, Osage
County, at 2 p.m., where
Lauma will be laid to rest
beside her husband and
son, overlooking Melvern
Lake.

Lauma passed away
Thursday, Sept. 7, at the
Hospice House and Pallia-
tive Care Center in
Kansas City, surrounded
by loved ones. Lauma was
born in 1940 in Newton,
the daughter of John and
Edna Geis. She was
united in marriage to E.C.
Pagan on Jan. 15, 1984, in
Strong City. He preceded
her in death May 2015.
They were married for 31
blissful years.

She is survived by her
brother, John (Linda)
Geis; children and their
spouses, Rick (Lucinda)
Dodd, Newton, Robbie
(Christina) Dodd, Fort
Worth, Texas, Lorinda
(David) Hartzler,
Lawrence, Lavonna (Gary)
McAlister, Lawrence, and
Barry (Kelly) Pagan,
Casper, Wyo.; eight grand-
children, LaTanya Graf,
Garrett Dodd, Jesse McAl-
ister, Jade McAlister, Har-
rison Hartzler, Summer
Hartzler, Hannah Hart-
zler, Noah Pagan, and Jor-
dan Pagan; and three
great-grandchildren,

Mackailynn
Graf, Gage
Graf, and
Grayson Graf

In addition
to her hus-
band, she was
preceded in
death by a son,
Eddie Dodd in
2011.

Lauma was a cherished
sister, mother, grand-
mother, aunt and friend.
She had a deep passion to
keep family traditions
alive and a sincere desire
to spend as much time as
possible with her family.
She enjoyed camping, fish-
ing, and spending time
outdoors. She was her
grandkids’ biggest fan, cel-
ebrating birthdays, hug-
ging, snuggling and
kissing them and cheering
loudly at all of their sport-
ing events—win or lose, it
didn't matter. She was so
proud of all of her chil-
dren.

Rarely did Lauma ever
miss a KU basketball
game, or a Broncos game.
She was a fun-loving,
cheerful woman with a
beautiful smile and laugh
that would light up any
room. She lived life big
and had a loving heart for
Jesus. Although Lauma
will be dancing with Jesus
in heaven, she will truly
be missed by her friends
and family.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations may be
made to The Willow, sent
in care of Rumsey-Yost
Funeral Home, 601 Indi-
ana Street, Lawrence, KS,
66044.

Online condolences may
be made at rumsey-
yost.com.

LAUMA PAGAN

Paul “P.D.”
David Swank,
69, died on
Tuesday,
Sept. 5, 2017,
at his home
in Nickerson.
He was born
on Aug. 24,
1948, to Ray
E. and Emla
Louise (Parker) in
Hutchinson. 

“P.D.” graduated from
Buhler High School. Soon
after graduation, he went
to work for Eaton (Cessna)
in Hutchinson for more
than 44 years. He enjoyed
his country music and
watching sports. He fol-
lowed the Chiefs football
team, and most all, the
KU and Kansas State bas-
ketball and football
games. Most of all, he
loved his family, especially
the grandchildren. P.D.
was well known and loved
in his Nickerson commu-
nity. He was a long-time
“friend” of the community,
and his presence at the
local diner and coffee
shops will be missed. 

Preceding him in death
were his parents, Ray and
Louise Swank, and a
brother, Eugene Swank.

Survivors in-
clude his
daughters,
Paula and hus-
band Jeff Todd,
Wichita, and
Teresa and
husband Dan
Harms, New-
ton; son, Mark
and wife

Mindy Swank, Hico,
Texas; brother, Vernon
Swank, South Hutchin-
son; brother, Floyd
Swank, Tulsa, Okla.; two
sisters, Beth Gordon,
South Hutchinson, and
Ruth Muth, Longmont,
Colo.; six grandchildren;
and one great-grandson.

Visitation was Sept. 11
at the Hutchinson Fu-
neral Chapel and Crema-
tory in Hutchinson. 

Graveside service was
Sept. 12 at Memorial Park
Cemetery in Hutchinson.

Memorials may be
made to Hutchinson Ani-
mal Shelter in care of the
funeral home at 300 E.
30th Ave, Hutchinson, KS,
67502.

Friends may sign the
book online and read the
obituary at www.hutchin-
sonfc.com.

PAUL SWANK
Talia Ann

Lois Karst
passed away
on Sunday,
Sept. 3, 2017,
at her resi-
dence in As-
bury Park in
Newton.

She was
born Jan. 26,
1927, in Bazine to George
and Olinda (Nuss) Rein.
The Reins struggled
through the Dust Bowl
years, and while Talia was
a young girl, her family
left the farm and moved to
Russell. She graduated
from Russell High School
in 1945 while working at
Dawson’s Drug Store and
later the Home State
Bank. Talia married Herb
Karst on Jan. 16, 1949,
and they were together
until his death Dec. 13,
2013.

In 1957, Herb’s job took
them to Pratt and to New-
ton in 1967, followed by
Alice, Texas, in 1971. They
returned to Newton, own-
ing and running their Lin-
coln Mercury Dealership
together, and Tally contin-
ued working at other deal-
erships into her 70s. Tally
was always active in the

church, where
she taught a
preschool class
for many
years. She en-
joyed being
called out of re-
tirement a few
years ago
teaming up
with a friend to

teach children again.
She was preceded in

death by her parents and
daughter, Susan (Karst)
Washburn.

Talia is survived by her
sister, Georgina (Rein)
Wegele; brothers, Allen
Rein and Marlin Rein; son
in law, Pat Washburn;
sons, Mike and Mary
Karst and David and Patti
Karst; and grandsons,
Jacob, Max and Alex
Karst.

A funeral service was
Sept. 9 at Zion Lutheran
Church. Interment was
later in the day at the
Lutheran Cemetery in
Russell, Kan.

In lieu of flowers, the
family has requested me-
morials be made to Zion
Lutheran Church, 225 S.
Poplar, Newton, KS,
67114.

TALIA KARST

HOW TO RUN AN OBITUARY
Obituaries in Newton Now are free as long as

they fit our newspaper style. We see a death in our
community as a news item that people care about in
Newton and North Newton. 

Megan E. Nagel, a
sixth-grade English lan-
guage arts and science
teacher at Santa Fe 5/6
Center in Newton (New-
ton Unified School Dis-
trict 373), was named a
Region 4 finalist for the
2018 Kansas Teacher of
the Year award during a
ceremony Saturday, Sept.
9, in Wichita. 

Nagel received a
$2,000 cash award from
Security Benefit, the

major corporate partner
for the Kansas Teacher of
the Year program. In ad-
dition, she is now eligible
to be named Kansas
Teacher of the Year,
which will be announced
during ceremonies in Wi-
chita on Nov. 18.

The mission of the
Kansas Teacher of the
Year program is to build
and utilize a network of
exemplary teachers who
are leaders in the im-
provement of schools,
student performance and
the teaching profession.

Megan Nagel finalist for teacher of the year
FOR NEWTON NOW

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Megan Nagel, left, was named a Region 4 finalist for the 2018 Kansas
Teacher of the Year award during a Sept. 9 ceremony in Wichita.
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Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
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10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Your classified ad will appear in all of these papers - Hillsboro Free Press, Newton Now and The Herington
Times...reaching every Marion County household as well as Newton Now and Herington Times subscribers.

Line ads: 
$7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 
Classified Display: 

$12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25.50) Call 620-947-5702 or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!

Truck 
Drivers

needed for custom 
harvesting. 

CDL required. 

Will help right person 
get CDL. 

316-284-1663
Russ in Canton, KS

200 Willow Road, 
Hillsboro • 620-947-2301

www.parksideks.org

Criminal background checks
run at the time of job offer.
Parkside is proud to be a
drug-free, EOE workplace.

If this describes you, 
we may have a place 

for you here!
We have increased our wages and are in
need of valuable employees. Check us 

out & apply online at www.parksideks.org

Are you...

Honest?

Caring? 

Ready to
be part

of a
team?

Want to see your stuff in 
Newton Now?

We're looking for a few freelancers
to beef up our community coverage. 

A good applicant should...

• Have an interest in the community and the 

ability to snap a few photos.

• Cover some news & occasionally attend community events.

• An ability to pitch news stories would also be appreciated!

News background a plus, but not necessary. 

Compensation rates negotiable.

For more info contact 316-281-7899 
or email Adam@harveycountynow.com

Marion CO Road & Bridge is 
accepting applications for

Equipment 
Operator

for Goessel/Hillsboro/Lehigh
area in Marion County. Must
live in assigned maintenance

section.  Must have experience
in equipment operation and
maintenance. CDL license

is required. 

Applications will be accepted
through September 22, 2017 at
the Marion CO Road & Bridge

Department, Courthouse, 
Marion, KS.  Drug testing will

be required. 
EOE

The City of Hillsboro, Kansas 
seeks a qualified individual to be a fulltime 

receptionist/court clerk in City Hall.
To apply send resumes and applications marked 
“receptionist/court clerk” to City Clerk, City of 

Hillsboro, P.O. Box 125, Hillsboro, KS  67063 by 
Friday, September 15, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  

Call 620 947-3162 for an application and job description
or go to http://www.cityofhillsboro.net/

job-description.html     EOE   

Centre USD 397
is accepting 

applications for the
following position: 

• Bus Drivers - paid 
$20.00 per hr. per route; 
training provided.

Applications available 
at district office, 

785-983-4304 or on 
website, www.usd397.com.  
Application deadline: until

position filled. EOE

BMG of Kansas, Inc. is looking for qualified 
applicants for the following positions:

Fabrication Department Manager
Accounting (Part-Time or Full-Time)

Customer Service  
Production Support / Inventory Control

Please send Resume to doug@bmgks.com or
Apply in person at 606 Commerce Drive, Hesston Ks. 

606 Commerce Ave.
P.O. Box 698

Hesston, Ks. 67062
620-327- 4038

Manufacturing 
company is accepting 

applications for 
full-time 

production 
positions. 

Must have good 
attendance and 

work ethic. Benefits. 

Apply at 
GMLS Industries,
1658 US Hwy. 50,

Peabody. 
Ph: 620-983-2136

Auto SSales && SService
109 East D, Hillsboro

WANTED
Service Tech 
& Detail Tech 

Contact
Doug Wright

620-947-3280

Please contact Human Resources at
785-366-7213 or cweis@agritrails.com

for details about how to submit an 
application.

ATC, a growth oriented agricultural company in central
Kansas is seeking the right candidates to 

fill the following openings: 
AGRONOMY OPERATOR / 

FEED TRUCK DRIVER / HARVEST HELP
Qualified candidates must have a good driving record, and have
the ability to receive a Class A CDL. We offer competitive wages,

an excellent benefits package and flexible work environment.  

Marion CO Road & Bridge is 
accepting applications for

Equipment 
Operator

Tampa/Lincolnville/Lost
Springs area in Marion County.

Must live in assigned 
maintenance section. Must

have experience in equipment
operation and maintenance. 

CDL license is required. 

Applications will be accepted
until position is filled at the

Marion CO Road & Bridge De-
partment, Courthouse, 

Marion, KS.  Drug testing 
will be required. Position
opened until filled. EOE

Closing Date:
Review of applications will begin immediately and continue until

the position is filled.

Tabor College is a Christian liberal arts institution with a mission to
prepare people for a life of learning, work, and service for Christ
and his kingdom. The successful candidate must be in agreement
with the mission of Tabor College (see http://tabor.edu/about/mis-
sion-vision-values/). Women and Minority candidates are strongly
encouraged to apply.Tabor College is an Equal
Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer. As an
educational institution operating under the aus-
pices of the United States Conference of Men-
nonite Brethren Churches, Tabor College is
permitted, and reserves the right, to prefer em-
ployees on the basis of Religion (Title VII, Sec-
tion 702-703, United States Civil Rights Act of
1964 as amended). 

Tabor College seeks an

Academic Affairs Office Assistant
Tabor College is seeking an Academic Affairs Office Assistant to

assist campus constituents. Specific duties include, among others,

processing transcripts, assisting with multiple aspects of registra-

tion, and providing clerical assistance for the Academic Affairs Of-

fice and to faculty as needed. 

Qualifications: Diploma/GED required. Some college preferred.

Proficiency in Word, Excel, and data entry required. 

Rank/Salary: Commensurate with degree and experience. 

Beginning Date: As soon as filled.

Candidates are requested to submit the following:
Letter of application

Current resume

A list of 3-5 references that can be contacted if necessary

400 S. Jefferson

Hillsboro, KS

Send application materials via email (preferred) to
ruthf@tabor.edu or by mail to:

Tabor College, Ruth Funk

Executive Administrative Assistant to the 

Vice President for Business and Finance

Academic Affairs Office Assistant Search

400 S. Jefferson, Hillsboro, KS 67063

Substitutes Needed 
at USD 410

Are you looking for a great
way to earn income?

USD 410 is accepting 
application for the following

substitute positions:

Food Service Substitutes
Work with trained staff in
meal preparation, serving
and cleaning of the facility.
Training in Food Service 

Basics provided.

Transportation Substitutes
Transport regular route stu-
dents to and from school or
activities route students to
events and games. Training

for CDL provided.

Custodial Substitutes
Work with staff to maintain
the facilities of the district

schools through cleaning and
general housekeeping duties.

Applications available online
at our website

www.usd410.net or contact
Carla Harmon at:

620-947- 3184 ext. 3 to apply.
EOE

Kids Connection Daycare and Preschool is 
accepting applications for  

Substitute Teachers
Please stop by Kids Connection 

located in the Hillsboro Mennonite Brethren Church 
at 300 Prairie Pointe to pick up an application.

Tabor College seeks 

Tabor College is an Equal Opportunity
Employer operating under the auspices
of the Mennonite Brethren churches of
the United States.  It complies with all
applicable non-discrimination laws.

400 S. Jefferson

Hillsboro, KS

Laboratory Manager
Duties include prepping labs, cleaning equipment and grading stu-

dent work. Position is 10 hrs/wk for 40 weeks max. Send resume

to normans@tabor.edu. 

Marion CO Road & Bridge is 
accepting applications for an

Equipment 
Operator

Employee will work out of the
Marion area. Position is for the
bridge & culvert crew.  CDL &
Drug Testing will be required.  

Applications may be picked up
at the Marion CO Road &
Bridge Office, Courthouse

through Sept. 22, 2017. EOE

1 Employment
Help wanted for in home care for elderly
person. Call 620-382-7289.  36-2tp

First Steps to Success In-home Child Care
recruiting full and part-time staff. Call 620-
504- 8432 for an interview. 37-1tp

2 Services

Child Care
First Steps to Success In-home Child Care
in Hillsboro is now enrolling. We provide
your child safe and nurturing care while
helping them grow during this critical time
of development. Our program focuses on
purposeful interactive experiences to help
intellectual and social development. 620-
504- 8432. 37-1tp

3 Announcements

Community Info
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Garage Sale/Estate Sale
Garage Sale!508 Lawrence, Durham. Friday,
September 15: 2pm-8pm, Mens western shirts,
dozens of cook books, linens, large womens
clothes, floor lamp, park benches, plants, dolls,
microwave cart, bookcase and much much
more. 37-1tp

Yard Sale! 426 Elm, Marion. Saturday, September
16 from 8:30am-5pm. Infant/Toddler gear, Lug-
gage, flateware for a crowd, clothes and misc.
37-1tp

Huge Estate Sale! Second & Birch, Hillsboro.
Friday 2pm-7pm, Saturday 8am-2pm. Furniture,
primitives, windows, tables, chairs, pictures,
clocks, dishes, toys, lots of misc. 37-1tp

4 For Sale

Appliances
Maytag Precision Touch Control electric
smooth top range. Has brand new range
top, in perfect condition. $400. FREE Maytag
dishwasher with purchase of the range.
Also in perfect condition. Both bisque
color. Call 620-382-6468. 37-1tfree

Farm
Certified Zenda $11.50/Bushel, Certified
Larry $11.50/Bushel, Everest $8/Bushel.
Very attractive discounts per volume.
Claassen Farms. 316-990-6144. 316-993-
6500. 36-5tp

Vehicles for Mobility
Total Mobility! 1997 Dodge Caravan ES w/
109K miles; like new Pride Jazzy 600 power
chair and an installed Joey interior platform
lift. Power chair and lift sold new for $7,850.
Buy all three for $6,800. 316-283-2474. 37-
2tp

5 For Rent

Homes/Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

Large 1 Bedroom Apt. Hillsboro for 1 Re-
sponsible Adult. Partially furnished: Frig,
stove, washer, dryer, queen bed.  620-947-
3535 leave a message. 25-tfn

2+ bedroom with appliances, CH/CA, Lo-
cated in Hillsboro. 620-245-1648

5 For Rent

Homes/Apartments

2 Bedroom Senior
Apartment

Call 620-947-2272

• Must be 55 years old 
or older

* NO Maintenance fees
* Utilities Included

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

Financial
Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS or
State in back taxes?  Our firm works to re-
duce the tax bill or zero it out completely
FAST. Call now 866-758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call
785 655 9430 or go online to
Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, availability
& Freight estimates.

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions ac-
cepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-
268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or As-
bestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your
family may be entitled to a substantial fi-
nancial award. We can help you get cash
quick! Call 24/7: 855-510-4274

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-
gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA ap-
proved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind pay-
ing your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan
Modification? Is the bank threatening
foreclosure? CALL Homeowner’s Relief
Line now for Help!  855-401-4513

Updating your bathroom does not have to
be expensive or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call 855-324-
2317 today for a free in home consulta-
tion.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-1682 (Mon-
Fri 8am-9pm CT)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net.  High-Speed.  Available Anywhere!
Speeds to 25 mbps. Starting at $49.99/mo.
Call for Limited Time Price!  877-578-8005
(Mon-Fri 8am-8pm CT)

SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLE-
MENT!  FREE QUOTES from top
providers.  Excellent coverage.  Call for a
no obligation quote to see how much you
can save!  855-587-1299

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW  JULY 8-9 SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-
3 TOPEKA KANSAS EXPOCENTER (19TH
& TOPEKA BLVD) INFO: (563) 927-8176
www.rkshows.com

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support after-
wards. Choose adoptive family of your
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL
& IN) (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes. Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-
283-0205 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed.
No contract or commitment. We buy your
existing contract up to $500! 1-800-919-
3588 (MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-
800-712-9365 (MCN)

Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV. Bundle &
Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS Genie HD-
DVR. $50/month for 2 Years (with AT&T
Wireless.) Call for Other Great Offers! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card
when you sign up today - Limited time
Only. CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Stop paying too much for cable,and get
DISH today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn
more about our special offers! (MCN)

DISH NETWORK. TV for Less, Not Less
TV! FREE DVR. FREE Install (up to 6
rooms.) $49.99/mo. PLUS Hi-Speed Inter-
net - $14.95/mo (where vailable.) Call 1-
855-434-0020 (MCN)

Lower that Cell Phone Bill. Get 2 lines of
unlimited data for $100/mo. with Auto-
Pay—taxes & fees included. Video
Streaming & Mobile Hotspot included.
Limited offer/Restrictions Apply. Call
Today and Save. 855-549-9399 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED!! Make $1000 A Week
Mailing Brochures From Home! No Expe-
rience Required. Helping home workers
since 2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start
Immediately! www.WorkingOpp.com
(MCN)

CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and bene-
fits. Matching 401k. Bonus’s and tax free
money. Experience needed. Call Scott
507-437-9905. Apply on-line
WWW.MCFGTL.COM (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleas-
ant work. Begin Immediately! Age unim-
portant! WWW.HomeBucks.US ######
FREE GOVERNMENT MONEY! www.Bil-
lionDollarFund.net (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, call: 866-871-
1626 (MCN)

Reduce your total credit card payments
by up to 30% to 50%! Call Consolidated
Credit NOW! 844-764-1891 (MCN)

Buying a home and need a mortgage?Or,
have a home and want to lower your
monthly fees and refinance? Getting a
mortgage is quicker and easier than ever.
Call now! 855-715-4721 (MCN)

FOR SALE
TRAILER SALE! 2017 6’X12’ V-nose, ramp,
radials $2,775.00; 7’X12’ single axle, V-
nose, ramp, radials CAP. 3,280 lbs. two-
bike or trike trailer;6’X10’ 10k dump
$4,899.00, 990 gallon fuel trailer; Scissor
lift trailer; 82”X16’+2’ car hauler 7k brakes
$2,385.00; ST205/75D15 New trailer take-
offs $65.00 each. 515-972-4554 www.Fort-
DodgeTrailerWorld.com (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 888-438-6461 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS



September 14, 2017      Newton Now www.harveycountynow.com      Page 11SCHOOLS

PUBLIC NOTICE

Published in the Newton Now on September 14, 21, and 28, 2017.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Published in the Newton Now on September 7, 14, and 21, 2017.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Published in the Newton Now on September 7, 14, and 21, 2017.

NORTH NEWTON PUBLIC NOTICE

Published in the Newton Now on September 14, 2017.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Becca Meyer competes on the uneven parallel bars during the Thursday meet, which Newton won against Emporia at home.

Kaylee Anderson
squished her big toe on a
blue floor mat Thursday
night, staring down the
vault like it was a moun-
tain to conquer.

Her teammates, coaches
and others cheered as she
locked her foe in her vi-
sion, taking off at full
speed and flipping over
the obstacle in her path.

This was during New-
ton High School's dual
meet with Emporia in
Ravenscroft Gym at the
school. Not many were in
the audience, but the
NHS team's spirits were
up, as they clapped and
cheered for their and the
other team's teammates
as well.

“We did win last night
and still have lots of room
for improvement,” coach
JoAnne Thaw said. “I was
a little nervous when I
saw Emporia had full ros-
ters for varsity and JV,
but we still won by 10
points. I was proud of all
the girls. They did better
on every event than they
did the night before at our
'mock' meet. The meet
gave them a little more
confidence and, for some,
more motivation.”

One of the NHS team
members did quit well.

“Kaylee Anderson swept
it, placing first on every
event and all around, and
Toria [Thaw] and Becca
[Meyer] did well, placing
on every event as well,”
Thaw said. “For Trista
[Stark] and Allie [Casey],
this was completely new,
so they were even more
nervous, but they did
quite well.”

Newton won the meet
96.025 over Emporia,
86.3.

Newton would be the
defending state champion
if it wasn't for a very
small margin, coming in
second at state last year. 

“Last year, we lost by
0.2, so it was a heart-
breaker, but we had two
state champions, one on
bars and one on beam,”
Thaw said. “Both gradu-
ated. We have returning a
state medalist and one
other letter winner.”

This year, Thaw gets to
coach her granddaughter,
Toria Thaw, who started
in gymnastics years ago.

“Toria started in gym-
nastics probably earlier
than she can remember,”
Thaw said. “Between her
parents, my girls and my-
self, she was always being
put in the splits, and we
had her holding her
weight on her hands as
early as she was putting
weight on her feet.”

Toria progressed at the
Flip Flop Shop in Newton
until she stopped compet-
ing about three years ago
to do other sports.

“I never thought I'd still
be coaching by the time
she was in high school,
but here we are,” Thaw
said. “She's fun to be
around, and she is as
coachable as the other
girls, so it's fun, and I'm
glad she chose to come
back.”

The Railers' next meet
is at 11 a.m. Saturday,
Sept. 16, at the Lawrence
Free State Invitational.
Their next home meet is
at 11 a.m. Saturday, Sept.
30, for the Newton Invita-
tional. Thursday's meet
was the team's first meet
of the season. 

Results
Kaylee: 8.85 vault, 8.125

bars, 8.7 beam, 8.55 floor, all
around 34.225—first on
everything.

Toria: second on vault with
8.6, bars with 7.05, beam 7.9,

and all around with 7.9. She
placed fifth on floor with 8.0.

Becca: fifth on vault with
8.3, third on bars with 6.55,
fourth on beam with 7.05,
third on floor with 8.35, and
third all around with 30.25.

NHS gymnastics wins first meet of season

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Kaylee Anderson make sa run toward the vault on Thursday night.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Newton tennis has
another strong showing

in Salina
Newton girls tennis

had a strong performance
and the Salina Central
invitational and a strong
finish out of the 15 teams
competing. 

Again, the singles per-
formances helped lift the
team to the top end of the
standings. Quinn Rhodes
battled to an 11th-place
finish in the singles com-
petition.

Foreign exchange stu-
dent Rae Normai had her
streak of wins snapped
but still finished fourth
in the singles pool.

On the doubles side,

Cattie Arrowsmith and
Kenzi Gillispie finished
in 18th place, and Ashley
Schmidt and Faye Smith
finished in 19th place. 

St. James Academy
won the tournament,
Salina Central finished
in second place and
Maize High School fin-
ished third. 

—Newton Now staff

Hamm to speak to
Informed Women
of Harvey County 

Informed Women of
Harvey County will meet
Thursday, Sept. 21, at 7
p.m. at Trinity Heights
United Methodist
Church.

The Newton bond issue
will be discussed by Su-
perintendent Deb Hamm.
The public is invited to
attend and asked to dis-
cuss questions they have.
Trinity Heights is located
across the street from
Newton High School on
West 12th Street. This is
an important issue, and
men are also invited to
attend.

—For Newton Now

NHS inducts
new members into

National Honor Society
The National Honor

Society at Newton High
School inducted 25 new
members on Wednesday,

Sept. 7, in the audito-
rium of Newton High
School.

New members are as
follows: Cattie Arrow-
smith, Megan Bartel,
Daniel Buller, Jaeden
Cochran, Andrew Deck-
ert, Chase Ebert, Jessica
Floerke, Zachary Garcia
Joel Golubski, Lesha
Holeman, Zachary Ken-
nell, Hunter Lujano,
Noah Massanari, Tristan
Meyer, Fallon Million,
Hailey Million, Linda
Moyo, Rebekah Nelson,
Emily Peaney, Quinn
Rhodes, Kaete Schmidt,
Kate Sebes, Matt Seirer,
Kailei Sidebottom and
Claire Slechta.

—For Newton Now
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Newton’s Rae Normai
has come out of nowhere
and put the best tennis
players in Kansas on no-
tice. Until last weekend,
she had yet to lose a
match halfway through
the season and plans to
keep that pace up. That
means her winning invi-
tationals and racking up
tournament points for the
Railers.

“I want to win at state,”
Normai said. “So I prac-
tice really hard.”

Normai brought her tal-
ent to Newton from Ray-
ong, Thailand, for the
school year as a foreign
exchange student. Rayong
is near the beach, and
Normai said one of the
best things about it is the
people.

“They’re always kind.
They always smile,” she
said. 

There are differences
and similarities between
America and Thailand,
but Normai loves how
Americans follow a struc-
tured schedule.

“I like the time tables
[in America],” she said.
“In school, when the bell
rings, we go. I like the
fixed time.”

School runs until 3,
then she has practice
until 5, where she might
receive one-on-one coach-
ing or she’ll play with the
rest of the team.

Normai started playing
tennis when she was six
years old and played com-
petitively until she was
around 14, when she had
to take a break. She is a
senior at Newton High
School now.

“In Thailand, we study
very hard, so we don’t get
much time to play or
practice,” Normai said.

Head coach Nick Sisson
said that, from his per-
spective, it’s pretty obvi-
ous Normai has played
since she was young.

“Judging from the way
she hits the ball, you can
tell she played competi-
tively for eight or nine
years,” Sisson said. “She’s
been playing from an age
where maybe the top 10
tennis players in Kansas
from across all classifica-
tions have been playing
from. She’s got a racquet
in her hand when she’s
six, took lessons, non-stop
lessons, played all the
time, traveled from week
to week to play tourna-
ments.”

Sisson has loved having
Normai on the team. He
said there haven’t been
many issues with Normai
coming in and being a
part of the team from the
beginning of the season.
Normai’s favorite drill at
practice is with the rest of
the team, where they
cycle through and try to
knock the other person

out of the rotation.
“She’s been really good

for the team, and I think
the team’s been really
good for her,” Sisson said.
“It’s important they all
see this is a team effort.
Everything we do is a
team and that we’re
bringing Rae in as a part
of our family, our team.
That’s most important,
and then after that, let’s
go and enjoy all the suc-

cess we can.”
Normai is on track to

bring home a top medal
from the state champi-
onship, but more than
that, she’s having fun
playing again and being a
leader for the Railers.

“I think, more than
anything, we have 26
girls on the team, and
most years they get to see
some of the competition
in Kansas that’s had a lot

more practice and experi-
ence than they have,” Sis-
son said. “But they don’t
get to see someone on
their own team who has
put in the amount of time
that some of these girls
from private schools have
put in. It’s been great for
the other girls to get ex-
posed to it, because I
think a player like Rae
has the ability to raise
the whole team up.”
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Special thanks to the following 
supporters of the church directory:

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:15am Fellowship
11am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains 
Free Methodist

Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel 
A.M.E. Church
711 E. 11th Street

9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship

Hillcrest 
Community Church

-  A Foursquare
Church

431 W. 12th
9:30am Cafe Connect

10:30am Worship

Iglesia Del 
Nazareno 

El Calvario
914 Washington Road

10:30am Worship
7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible
Church

900 Old Main
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship”

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass
10:30am Sunday Mass

6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship
11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Walton United
Methodist Church

201 Blaine Street, Walton
9:00am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
http://thecreationstation.

vpweb.com

If you would like to become a
sponsor of the Newton Area

Church Directory, please con-
tact Shannin Rettig at 

shannin@harveycountynow
or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main, Newton

316-284-0636

Newton finds ace from Thailand 
BY CLINT HARDEN

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

CLINT HARDEN/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
Rae Normai hits the ball at practice during a one-on-one session with head coach Nick Sisson. She will get
time one-on-one, or she’ll practice with the rest of the team, depending on what the focus needs to be that
day.

Railers look to bounce
back against Eisenhower

There was nothing
easy about the Newton
football team’s trip last
Friday to Hutchinson. 

The Railers didn't get
on the board until the
fourth quarter, answer-
ing 41 consecutive points
by the Salthawks, which
moved to 2-0 on the sea-
son. Hutchinson won 41-
7.

Newton's single score
came on a three-yard
touchdown scramble by
Colton Davis. 

Davis, on the night,
had seven completions
for 73 yards and threw
one interception.

Jamieson Jones led the
Railers in rushing, with
62 yards on eight at-
tempts.

Warren Dietz led the
Railers in receiving, with
58 yards on four recep-
tions. 

The Railers will move
on to play Eisenhower
High School in Goddard
on Friday, Sept. 15. 

They return home Fri-
day, Sept. 22, to play Val-
ley Center.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

JOEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Jamieson Jones dodges a tackle last Friday night in Newton's loss
to Hutchinson. Jones led the Railers in rushing with 62 yards. 

NAMI Mid-
Kansas Family
Support Group

meets next week

Join us at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Sept. 21, for the
NAMI Mid-Kansas Family
Support Group meeting.

The Family Support
Group is a self-help group
that meets at 7 p.m. the
third Thursday of the
month at First Mennonite
Church, 429 E. First
Street in Newton. The
local group combines peer
support for consumers of
mental-health services to-
gether with peer support
for individuals and fami-
lies affected by mental ill-
ness.

Visitors may use the
south entrance by the
playground and go up-
stairs to Room 224. The
monthly meetings are
free, confidential and safe
groups of families helping
other families who live
with mental illness chal-
lenges by utilizing their
collective lived experi-
ences and learned group
wisdom.

For more information,
contact Barbara Gibson at
316-651-5027 or mid-
kansasnami@gmail.com.
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Judy Flaming opened
the plastic Best Buy
bags. She jumped up and
down. She smiled and
laughed. 

A child might get this
excited about a new X-
Box one, but Judy Flam-
ing has been working
with the Newton School
District for 21 years.
She's a grown woman. 

After a few more com-
ments on how excited she
is, she enlists a helper to
carry a second gaming
system she just received,
and she's off to the halls
of Newton High School. 

Along the way, she
stops a number of kids
she has in class, asking
them to look at what she
has. 

Flaming was greeted
with equal excitement as
the procession continued
all the way to a special
education classroom. 

“Someone has volun-
teered to provide an X
Box and a Playstation
Four,” she said. “That
means I have two more
systems to replace the
ones broken down and
not working very well.”

Flaming teaches adap-
tive PE classes for stu-
dents with physical and
developmental disabili-
ties. The video game sys-
tems will help replace a
few eight-year-old Nin-
tendo Wii systems she
uses with the 43 students
from across Harvey
County. 

She said she got a hold
of the systems when a
push to use them for
school wide activities siz-
zled.

They were showing
wear and limiting the
amount of students that
could use them to play
Wii sports.

Flaming said it was
important to replace the
systems, as they help
students compete against
each other on a level
playing field. They help
the students gain confi-
dence, something Flam-
ing said she said is vital
for her students from
grades 5 to 12.

“I try in whatever level
I can to make sure they
feel like they've succeed,”
she said. “It's so much
fun working with those
kids. They love you to
death. They love you
back. And helping them
to build confidence in
themselves and to have
fun, what's better.”

The gift comes from
Steven Owens and
Owens Bonding Co. of
Newton. 

Owens said that his
company was happy to
make the donation.

“It's all about the kids,”
he said. “No matter what,
kids at the end of the day
get the worst end of it.
Our hearts always go out
to the kids.”

The donation came
with two gaming systems
as well as a $200 gift
card for games and con-
trollers.

Flaming was renting
games for her students
out of her own pocket
from Family Video. 

The gaming systems
might be flashy or seem
unique, but they repre-
sent only a small part of
Flaming's adaptive PE
classes.

Students play versions
of sports such as hockey,
basketball and volleyball

in her classes. Such
sports get adapted so all
students can participate.

“We play volleyball on
the gym floor and use a
bigger ball and bounce it
back and forth to try to
keep it alive,” she said.
“We have a huge variety
of students. I adapt for
what they need.”

Flaming's adaptability
isn't limited to the sports
she teaches. She adapted
a space in the girls’
locker room at Wilson
Gym to serve as her
classroom. Students use
the space to play Uno or
four square, often when
the school’s gymnasium
space is full. She also
sets up her gaming sys-
tems there on the Thurs-
days her students use
them.

Flaming has taught
Adaptive P.E. in Harvey
County for 21 years, after
starting off as a special
education paraprofes-
sional. She gets students
from the Newton School
District as well as from
neighboring schools.

“The adaptive P.E. pro-
gram for Harvey County
is really good,” she said.
They're in classes with
their peers. Often, if they
get placed in the regular
ed P.E. classes, they can't
keep up or they're on the
side doing different
things. This is a way to
have them together in a
group with a similar
functioning level.”

The games and sports
serve as a way to help
kids in her class build up
skills they can use
throughout life.

“In all of this, I'm
doing stuff to improve
their basics, the balance,
the hand eye coordina-
tion, their fine motor,
their gross motor,” she
said. “We're trying to im-
prove them while having
fun.”

And most importantly,
Flaming said her stu-
dents learn to swim.

Flaming said the need
to know about swimming
is important for safety
but also for students
after school. It's accessi-
ble for people of many
abilities. 

“I have students in
wheelchairs, and it's
awesome for them,” she
said. “They can walk.
They're so excited. Swim-
ming is an activity they
can do the rest of their
life. They don't need rac-
quets; they don't need
clubs. Often I receive stu-
dents who are scared to
death and even hesitant
about getting in the
water. I feel really good
about making them safe
when they graduate.”

Those swimming skills
translate to a show her
classes put on in the
spring where they put on
a show in the swimming
pool for a crowd.

“It's a chance for the
kids to show off what
they accomplished, and
they love it,” she said.

On Sept. 11, after
Flaming's procession
ended in Bright's class-
room, she called over
some of her students to
help her un-box the sys-
tems. She continued to
express her appreciation
for the donation and for
the Harvey County
United Way, which went
out and helped find a
donor. 

Flaming was simply
excited someone stepped
up to help her continue
her job of working with
students.

That means she has a
few systems replaced and
about four more to go. 

If anyone else out there
wants to donate any-
thing, I'll take it,” she

said. “I can't help but
think there are some
households where kids
are grown and they want
to donate them. Shoot
yeah.”

The Newton City Com-
mission moved forward
with condemnation pro-
ceedings to take a small
plot of land from the
BNSF and NorTrak rail-
roads and use it for a
water tank. 

The city passed ordi-
nances to begin the con-
demnation processes on
the property, located near
the First Street Bridge
over Sand Creek. 

City Manager Bob
Myers said the railroad

companies preferred that
process to selling the
property to avoid going
through a real estate
agent. 

The process will allow
the city to begin replac-
ing the water storage
tank near the condemned
properties, which has
aged past viability. 

In other news, the city
commission approved
minutes from a Sept. 7
agenda review planning
meeting. At the meeting,
Commissioner Koehn
moved and Commissioner
David Nygaard seconded
going into executive ses-
sion to receive a report

regarding
an eco-
nomic de-
velopment
prospect,
with the
justifica-
tion of the
executive
session being
to discuss confidential
data relating to financial
affairs or proprietary in-
formation.

Etc.
The Newton City Com-

mission designated the
week beginning on Sept.
17 as Constitution Week.

The commission ap-

proved requests to close
Athletic Park on Oct. 28
for the 5k Monster
Dash/Fun Run. It also
approved a request to
close the band shell area
and west parking lot of
Athletic Park on Oct. 7
for Blues, Brews and
BBQ.

The city recognized
Mike Estep of the New-
ton Fire/EMS Depart-
ment for helping Houston
flooding victims. 

Pam Stevens of the
Newton Chamber told the
commission that college
night went well in New-
ton. She said a crowd of
college kids from Bethel

and Newton came to the
downtown promotion.
The promotion is meant
as a way to expose college
students to Newton busi-
nesses. 

Bob Myers said the city
is setting a date to have
an appeal of a property
owner appealing the
city's decision on their
property under its dilapi-
dated and nuisance prop-
erty ordinance. Myers
suggested holding a hear-
ing at 5 p.m. on Sept. 26
for the city's work ses-
sion. 

David Nygaard brought
up concern about items
lying around property,

such as mattresses. He
said he'd like to see more
reinforcement of rules
and regulations to stress
to the community that
it's “our town” and im-
prove Newton's image. 

Nygaard also said that
if the Law Enforcement
Building remodel costs
climbed up too high, he'd
like the commission to re-
consider building a new
Law Enforcement Center
at the Dillons property
Newton owns. 

The city held an execu-
tive session to discuss
matters privileged under
the attorney-client privi-
lege relationship.

September 14, 2017      Newton Now www.harveycountynow.com       Page 13NEWS

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
Thursday, Sept. 21, 6:30 pm

MIDWEST LAND SPECIALISTS.COM
www.auctionspecialists.com

1112 Lorna Lane, Newton, KS

Stephen C. Claassen Estate

Vern Koch, 
316.772.6318

Steve McCullough, 
316.288.5516

1979 Ranch style home, 1274 sq. ft. AGLA, 3 bedrooms,
2 1/2 baths…great fixer-upper

OPEN HOUSE: 4:30 PM day of auction or by appointment
For Legal, Terms, Conditions & Disclaimer go to 

website or call realtor

City moves forward with condemnation proceedings
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Myers

Flaming, NHS building skills, confidence for special-needs students
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Judy Flaming and students react to the donation of two gaming systems
to help with her adaptive PE class. The new systems help replace aging
Wii systems that have broken.

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Judy Flaming holds onto one of the new gaming systems.



Sept. 10
Arrests:
Gabriel Meis, 20, New-

ton, domestic battery, 100
Blk E Seventh St

Derrick Mullin, 32,
Newton, domestic battery,
1100 Blk N Boyd Ave

Girard Jones, 54, New-
ton, theft, 1700 Blk S
Kansas Ave

Matthew Weaver, 35,
Newton, domestic battery,
possession of meth, pos-
session of paraphernalia 

Toney Utter, 35, New-
ton, aggravated assault,
200 Blk E Broadway

Amber Shewbart, 31,
Dundee, distribution of
controlled substance, pos-
session of paraphernalia,
100 Blk of E 14th St

Macario Holguin, New-
ton, domestic battery, 100
Blk E Second St

Nathan Person, 35,
Newton, aggravated as-
sault, disorderly conduct,
1600 Blk S Anderson

Abel Godinez, 45,
Hutchinson, warrant,

1800 Blk Reverence,
Hutchinson 

Sept. 9
Arrests:
Shelby Pratt, 19,

Towanda, warrant, 700
Blk SE Stone Rd

Clifton Rosin, 28, New-
ton, criminal damage to
property, 200 Blk SE
Third 

Criminal calls:
Domestic disturbance,

200 Blk W 10th St
Burglary motor vehicle,

1100 Blk W Eighth St

Sept. 8
Arrests:
Maxwell Simmons, 19,

Newton, possession of
marijuana, 600 Blk N
Kansas

Jeffrey Cebulski, 31,
Newton, warrant, 100 Blk
E Sixth St

Joseph Heubach, 20,
Newton, warrant, inter-
ference with law enforce-
ment, 500 Blk N Main St

Jose Berrum-Flores, 34,
Wichita, warrant, 100 Blk

Spruce St
Leanthony McLeroy, 26,

Wichita, warrant, 100 Blk
W Elm St Wichita

Anna Summers, 24,
Newton, DUI, 1900 Blk
Windsor Dr

Judy Hancock, 18, New-
ton, disorderly conduct,
2000 Blk Joann St

Christopher Medina,
21, Newton, criminal
threat, 2000 Blk Joann St

Justin Kautz, 26, Wi-
chita, possession of mari-
juana, 1700 Blk S Kansas
Ave

Criminal calls:
Burglary, motor vehicle,

1100 Blk Boyd Ave
Burglary, motor vehicle,

1100 Blk W Ninth St
Burglary, motor vehicle,

900 Blk N Boyd St
Burglary, motor vehicle,

1000 Blk N Boyd St
Burglary residential,

500 Blk N Ash St. 
Burglary residential,

400 Blk West Third St
Larceny, 900 blk Glen-

dale Ave

Sept. 7
Arrests:
Yecenia Negrete-Her-

nandez, 19, Newton,  pos-
session of marijuana,
possession of parapherna-
lia, contribution to child
misconduct, SE 9th St
and Hillside

William Harvey, 54,
Newton, criminal tres-
pass, 1300 Blk N Main

Criminal calls:
Shoplifting, 300 Block

of N Main St

Sept. 6
Arrests:
Teresa Willems,

25,Newton, criminal carry
of weapons, 200 Blk
Meadow Brook

Criminal calls:
Larceny, 1400 Blk S

Kansas Ave
Burglary, motor vehicle,

300 Blk N Main St

Sept. 5
Arrests:
Joseph Reed, 38, Derby,

warrant, 700 Blk Stone
Rd El Dorado

Andre Howard, 19,
Newton, domestic battery,
900 Blk N Boyd

Shelby Saxton,18, New-
ton, runaway, SE 36th
St/Kansas Ave. 

Macario Holquin, 40,

Newton, warrant, 100 Blk
W Second St. 

Criminal calls:
Larceny, 300 Blk N

Mani St.
Burglary, motor vehicle,

1200 Blk S Pine St
Burglary, motor Vehicle,

100 Blk SE 13th St

For nearly 20 years, bi-
cyclists from across
Kansas, in the waning
days of summer, have
been taking off from a
central point in North
Newton, raising money
for a humanitarian effort.

The Mennonite Central
Committee Flatlander Bi-
cycle Ride takes place an-
nually on the third
Saturday of September.
Registration for this
year’s event—and a rid-
ers’ meeting—will take
place between 7 and 8
a.m. Saturday, Sept. 16,
at the MCC building at

121 E. 30th in North
Newton. 

For advance registra-
tion, people can go to
MCC’s website at
https://mcc.org/get-in-
volved/events/mcc-flat-
lander-bicycle-ride.

So far, around 140 peo-
ple have registered for
the race with more ex-
pected the day of the
event, Becker said. The
registration cost for indi-
viduals is $35 and $75 for
families.

At 8 a.m., people of all
ages will then take off for
all-day rides of 35, 45 and
65 miles. This year’s
route will take bicyclists
past Halstead, near Bur-
rton, to Moundridge and

back to North Newton,
event facilitator Donna
Becker. For families with
young children, there will
be shorter routes of eight
miles.

“We had a young rider
who did half of that” last
year, Becker said. “A 3-
year-old on a bike with
training wheels. There
was a 91-year-old last
year. He’s registered this
year as well. He’s 92
now.”

Galen Rudiger, the 92-
year-old participant, said
he has entered just about
every MCC Flatlander
ride from the beginning.

“You meet old friends
you get to see a lot once a
year,” Rudiger said.

“They greet you like a
long lost particle.”

Money raised for the
event will go toward sup-
porting a water project in
villages in east India.
Villagers are provided
with durable piping to
lay channels from a reli-
able water source. One
system provides water
for 250 or more people
and the ability to grow
crops for food and in-
come.

For a number of years,
the Flatlander Bicycle
Ride has supported water
development programs in
needy parts of the world,
such as Africa, South
America and India.

“We think it’s really

important to support
water development, be-
cause we take our use of
clean usable water for
granted, and that’s not
the case in many parts of
the world,” Becker said.
“Water is important to bi-
cyclists, so we ride so
other people in the world
can have access to it.”

Last year’s event saw
the largest number of bi-
cyclists entered ever and
the largest contributions
to the MCC—in excess of
$10,000. This year’s goal
is to raise $8,000.

“If we can go above
that, so much the better,”
Becker said.

Riders are asked to
wear helmets and bring

water bottles. There will
be six rest stops along
the routes where church
volunteers will provide
water, fruit and home-
made cookies. Becker
stressed that bottles of
water will be available to
people who forget to
bring some.

“We’ll have an ample
supply of water at each
stop,” she said.

Printed maps will also
be available for each
rider, and riders will be
given the cell number of
a bike mechanic who
travels the route, should
they need his assistance.

“We do everything we
can to have it be a safe
experience,” Becker said.
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Pulitzer Prize winner gives politically charged speech

A crowd—not just of
local residents but of peo-
ple who drove from Wi-
chita and parts
elsewhere—packed Bethel
College’s Memorial Hall
to hear a renowned writer
address what he feels is
America’s suicidal course. 

Pulitzer Prize winning
columnist and author
Leonard Pitts Jr., gave a
speech titled “What Now?
America in the Age of
Trump.” Pitts’s talk was
delivered on behalf of the
30th anniversary the
Kansas Institute for
Peace and Conflict Reso-
lution (KIPCOR).

The people who filled
the hall to near capacity
listened to the speech that
followed: a critique of the
polarization of American
and the current presiden-
tial administration. 

Pitts said the current
political climate and Pres-
ident Donald Trump rep-
resents “a new and
existential threat.”

While Pitts said not
everyone who voted for

Trump was racist or
misogynistic, they did not
mind supporting someone
who is. 

The commentary re-
flected the direct style of

the columns he has long
written for the Miami
Herald, covering race, pol-
itics and culture.

Pitts said Americans
are more polarized than

at any point since the
1850s when the buying
and selling of human be-
ings led to the devastat-
ing Civil War in 1861,
killing upwards of 6,000
people.

According to Pitts, po-
litical differences have led
to “instruments of cul-
tural animosity” with ori-
gins in “hatred of the
other”—discriminating
against people based on
religion, sex, gender and
race.

In Pitts’s opinion, na-
tional polarization has
spread due to things such
things as gerrymander-
ing, which results in the
same politicians being re-
elected. He blamed con-
servative media for trying
to undermine the main-
stream media . He then
blamed the mainstream
media for not standing up
for itself.

The mainstream media
has been “tepid, weak-
kneed and mealy
mouthed in its own de-
fense,” Pitts said. “We
curled up in a fetal ball,
surrendering our right
and obligation to report
the world as we see it.”

Pitts also blamed the
Republican Party for ad-
vancing extremism. He
referred to the “course, in-
flammatory” language
from Republican politi-
cians following Barack
Obama’s election to the
presidency. People called
him “boy,” “uppity,” a
“Chicago thug,” referred
to the Affordable Care Act
as “reparations” for slav-
ery, perpetuated the
birther controversy and
called his wife, Michelle,
an “ape.”

“Did this not represent
a new low that we haven’t
seen in modern American
history?” Pitts said. “Bar-
barians are through the
gate, and they have their
feet up on the couch.”

Pitts praised street ac-
tivism such as the
Women’s March and
Black Lives Matter but
said a more organized in-
frastructure is needed to
take issues beyond the
streets and into board
rooms, hearing rooms and
courtrooms.

“The fact that we’re in
trouble is not an excuse to
surrender but an obliga-
tion to fight,” he said.

Racism did not go away
with the popularity of
Michael Jordan, Oprah
Winfrey or the election of
Obama. America did not
become a post-racial soci-
ety, “problem solved,”
Pitts said.

“Change has no finish
line; it’s an ongoing
process,” he said.

Following the speech
and a question and an-
swer session, people stood
in line to have Pitts sign
books he authored.

Lori Lawrence drove
from Wichita to see Pitts.

“In the State of Kansas,
it’s surprising to see this
many people come to-
gether, in North Newton
of all places, to see some-
one talk about racism and
Trump in our state,” she
said.

Ada Schmidt-Tieszen,
who teaches social work
at Bethel, said she was
glad to see so many of her
students at the event.

“I was inspired that so
many people came here to
hear someone talk about
issues of politics and op-
pression and the direction
our country should go,”
she said.

BY JEFF GUY
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

JEFF GUY/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
Leonard Pitts Jr. speaks on Tuesday night before an audience at Bethel
College in North Newton.

Mennonite Flatlander ready for all ages this Saturday in North Newton
BY JEFF GUY

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

NEWTON POLICE REPORTS

NEWS BRIEFS
Bike path drug bust

yields meth 
Police made a meth bust

on the Newton Bike Path
last week. 

On Sept. 10 around 6:15
p.m., the Newton Police
Department responded
after a person on the path
reported a man and
woman arguing and the
man shoving the woman. 

Lt. Scott Powell said offi-
cers caught up to the peo-
ple north of the path's
Main Street crossing in the
100 Block of East 14th. 

Powell said that, upon
investigation, the officer
found that the argument
was about drugs and upon
searching the woman, the
officer found four bags con-
taining just under three
grams of meth, plus a
scale.

Amber Shewbert was ar-
rested on pending charges
of distribution of metham-
phetamine and possession
of paraphernalia. Matthew
Brent Miller was arrested

for domestic battery,
charges of possession of
narcotics and parapherna-
lia.

BB gun leads to agg.
assault charges

Following a report of a
man driving around point-
ing a gun out of the win-
dow, Newton Police
arrested a man on pending
charges of aggravated as-
sault. 

According to police re-
ports, around 7:30 p.m. on
Sept 10 the incident was
reported in the 700 Block
of Santa Fe. Police re-
sponded and found the ve-
hicle and spoke with its
occupants.

According to Police Lt.
Scott Powell, the reported
gun ended up being a real-
istic looking BB gun. 

Police reports stated
that a man was hanging
out the window pointing
the gun at people yelling
“pew, pew.”

Powell said that the inci-

dent constituted an aggra-
vated assault case, because
at the time, the people who
had the gun pointed at
them didn't know that it
wasn't an actual firearm.
Toney Utter, 35, of Newton
was arrested for the distur-
bance.

Powell said he was liv-
ing at the homeless shel-
ter. 

Teenage girls nabbed for
car burglary 

Newton Police believe
they've caught the culprits
in a spate of car burglaries
that took place the night of
Sept. 8. They happen to be
two teenage girls. Newton
Police Lt. Scott Powell said
police arrested two
Youthville/Emberhope resi-
dents for six reported car
burglaries after the group
home facility reported the
girls returned after run-
ning from the property
with items that were not
theirs. Powell said, to his
knowledge, those who filed

car burglary reports re-
ceived their property back.

—Newton Now staff

Ride for the Dogs 
on Saturday

Caring Hands Humane
Society will host its annual
Ride for the Dogs
fundraiser that will in-
clude a poker run and
party on Saturday, Sept.
16.  Riders will leave from
the Humane Society at
8:30 a.m. The event fea-
tures a motorcycle ride
from Newton to Twister
City Harley-Davidson in
Park City, Bentley Bar &
Grill in Bentley, Dan's
Cycle Services in Hesston
and the American Legion
in Newton. Registration is
$25 and includes the ride,
a meal, poker hand and
raffle ticket. For more in-
formation, go to www.ride-
forthedogs.com. Proceeds
benefit dogs and puppies
at Caring Hands Humane
Society.

—For Newton Now



Jazz Orchestra at the re-
quest of a Newton High
School music teacher,
Keith Woolery. 

“Early on, Keith Wool-
ery came around and said,
'John, you gotta play with
us,'” Allen said.

Woolery took Allen to
the Orpheum Theater in
Wichita to play, and it
was cold inside the build-
ing.

“Got so cold, you could
see the frost coming out of
our horns,” Allen said,
adding he and “the boys”
put chairs up on the bal-
cony and played. They
warmed up and then
played onstage. As a mat-
ter of fact, the Great
Plains Jazz Orchestra has
two gigs this Saturday,
and Allen will be there. 

Allen started playing
the coronet the summer
before entering sixth
grade, which was at
Cooper in Newton at the
time. Then he went to the
high school, which now is
Santa Fe 5/6 Center, and
played with the “big
band.” The band director
was E.S. Sanderson. 

There, Allen was first
chair, and he said he had
trouble not talking, which
Sanderson didn't like.
Sanderson used to slap
his baton on a podium
and ask if that was Allen
talking. It was difficult for
Sanderson to see who it
was because of the sun
shining through a win-
dow. 

Sanderson then would
make Allen drop a chair,
and they'd play a few
more songs, and the direc-
tor would tell Allen to
take first chair again.

When Allen attended
McPherson College, he
had the opportunity to
play in a jazz band for
Doc Severinsen before
Severinsen became fa-
mous on “The Tonight
Show,” where he led the
NBC Orchestra. Allen
said Severinsen came
through McPherson, led a
band and played. Allen
said he played first trum-
pet on that.

It also was music that
helped Allen know he
wanted to spend the rest
of his life with his now
wife of 53 years, Sharon.

When they were in col-
lege, Allen said he decided
he wanted a wife, and
Sharon was in one of his
classes. At one point, they
were driving around and
needed some music, so
they drove to his mom's
house in his Model-A two-
door sedan. 

“We drove in the drive-
way, and we picked up
some music,” Allen said,
adding this was in 1963.

Sharon went in the
house while Allen was
outside, trying to fix the
vehicle. Sharon and
Allen's mom talked, and
Sharon later told Allen
his mother complained
about him. After getting
back in the car, Sharon
said she had told his

mother, “Leave him alone.
You know who he's with
and that he's not down to
the corner bar.”

Allen said his mom quit
talking.

“She shut up,” Allen
said. “She shut up quick. I
thought, 'This one's a
keeper,” he added about
Sharon.

He said his mom had
run off a few girlfriends,
and now he found one
who would stick up for
him.

Because of their love of
the fine arts, he and
Sharon started the Fine
Arts Booster Club at
NHS, and every year, they
donate two hogs that
raise between $3,000 to
$4,000 for fine arts at the
school through a hog roast
during the homecoming
basketball game.

“That helps fill the gap
created by the sports
group,” Allen said.

The couple today lives
on their farm with pigs
and cows. 

“I've always been farm-
ing,” Allen said. “My
granddaddy taught me
how to do it.”

When he was a young-
ster, he'd ride with his
grandfather on a John
Deere.

“We've had cows for a
long time,” Allen said,
adding his wife is from
Iowa, and she asked him,
“What does an Iowa farm
girl want with a farm
without pigs?”

They got pigs. One year
for her birthday, Allen got
Sharon a farrowing house,
and then later, a nursery.

They farm their land
with Bill, their oldest son,
who did a lot of swathing
and baling this year while
Allen did the field work.

“We're trying to expand
our cow herd,” he said. He
also mentioned his 5-year-
old grandson purchased a
calf with money in his
bank account so he was
starting his own herd.

In addition to farming
and playing, Allen also
worked at Boeing for 34
years as a tooling engi-
neer, retiring at age 55,
and started farming full
time.

“You catch the farming
bug, and it never goes
away,” he said. “We bale a
lot of hay.”

Amidst the animals and
hay, there's also a lot of
history on Allen's farm,
like the Fleagal Gang that
used to rob banks. He

said they used to come to
his property, where their
sister and her husband,
“Old Man Miller,” a for-
mer blacksmith, lived and

use it as a hideout.
The old house used to

sit where the Allens'
driveway is located now,
but the barn still is there.

“They had a shootout in
my barn,” Allen said.

“Old man jumped the
train,” Allen said about
one of the Fleagals.
“Yanked off the train in
Winfield. You know, they
never did find the money.
No, I haven't found the
money.”

Allen said he has, how-
ever, searched for it.

“You bet I have,” he
said, smiling.

He and Sharon pur-
chased the property about
40 to 45 years ago. They
have about 160 acres, as
well as rental ground in
the area.

Throughout his life,

Allen's family, farm and
music have sustained
him. 

“You know, if you've got
a problem, can't get it
solved, and you're all tied
up inside, you play your
horn a while,” he said,
adding there are two
things that give him re-

lease—riding his horse
and playing his horn.
“That trumpet, you can
always get your emotions
out, and you always feel
better.”

And his horse never
talks back.

“She never says a
word,” he said.

September 14, 2017      Newton Now www.harveycountynow.com       Page 15NEWS

The Midwestern
Creative Art

Market

For information • 620-947-3506
director@hillsboroartsandcraftsfair.org

48th annual Saturday, Sept. 16
9 am - 4 pm
Hillsboro, KS

hillsboroartsandcraftsfair.org  

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
John Allen and his grandson Jessie stand near a 500-pound calf on his
farm.
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North Newton City Council approves sign, tree program

North Newton is going
to get its first digital sign.

On Monday night, the
North Newton City Coun-
cil voted unanimously, 6-0,
to approve the issuance of
a conditional-use permit
for such a sign in the
Northwoods Plaza Devel-
opment, where the new
Everence building is lo-
cated. All council mem-
bers attended the
meeting; members are
Gregg Dick, Ron Ratzlaff,
Jim Goering, Ron Braun,
Paul Harder and Jane
Schmidt.

Before the vote, there
was a public hearing re-
garding the sign, at which
no one from the public
spoke.

In addition, a couple of
people involved with the
sign, Andy Ortiz and Alan
Vogts, addressed the coun-
cil. Ortiz said they're ex-
cited to put the sign up,
and Vogts with Vogts-
Parga Construction said
the sign will be eight feet
off the ground and will be
six by 10 feet. The sign
also will be below the top
of the height of the build-

ing.
“It should be very nice,”

Vogts told the council.
Before the vote, City At-

torney Greg Nye said the
sign meets all required
conditions, and he recom-
mended allowing the sign
to be put up. He said he
didn't think it would affect
traffic or that intersection
at 3179 N. Main St. and it
wouldn't adversely affect
adjacent sites.

Harder said any proj-
ects Vogts has been in-
volved with have been
first class.

After the vote, Mayor
Ron Braun congratulated
Vogts-Parga Construction
for having the first digital
sign in North Newton.

In other business, the
council:

• Heard about a presen-
tation regarding the
North Newton Police De-
partment wanting to use
an app called Tip411.

“People want to stay
anonymous,” Police Chief
Randy Jordan said. “This
would be a great tool to
allow them to do that.”

This app could get the
community engaging more
with the police.

“Tip411 is an app that
can be downloaded to your
phone and does not re-

quire submitting personal
information,” information
shown to the council
stated. “The app is user
friendly and easy to use.
When users leave a tip or
report a crime, the mes-
sage instantly and pri-
vately goes to an
officer(s).”

Citizens also can engage
in anonymous conversa-
tions with police through
the app, and benefits in-
clude open communication
between officers and resi-
dents, community aware-
ness and involvement in
crime prevention, and less
fear of retaliation for

those reporting.
Funds for the app will

come from such sources as
forfeitures and grants,
and the police were not
asking for city funds for
this.

• Heard Braun talk
about the 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Sept. 21, candidate
forum at Kidron Bethel
Village in North Newton.
Braun said there are five
candidates for city council.

• Listened to a presen-
tation by USD 373 Super-
intendent Deb Hamm
regarding the upcoming
school bond election. She
said the tagline is “USD

373 is the Place to Be!”
and she hit several points.

“We don't really have a
space that's a tornado
shelter at the high school,”
she said. “Walton Rural
Life Center will basically
double in size.” 

This bond election for
school improvements is
$61.3 million.

“They are expensive,”
Braun said. “I noticed the
previous three bonds
equal the current bond.”

The past three bonds
were $4.9 million in 1970
for Newton High School,
$28.3 million in 1997 for
Santa Fe and Chisholm
Middle School renovations
and additions to elemen-
tary schools, and $29.91
million in 2007 for a vari-
ety of improvements, in-
cluding additions to
Chisholm and Santa Fe
and Career and Technical
Education upgrades. 

• Voted 6-0 to approve a
Fall Tree Planting Pro-
gram. City Administrator
John Torline said the tree
program has been in
North Newton at least
ever since he's been there,
which is about 19 years.
Goering asked if the city
knew what the survival
rate of the trees is, to
which Torline responded

they didn't. So Goering
asked if they have an im-
pression if people are tak-
ing care of the trees or
not. Torline said they are
generally getting taken
care of.

With the program, trees
need to be selected from
an approval street tree
list, the property owner
agrees to put the tree on
the street side of the prop-
erty and not in their back
yards, and people can go
into the city office and get
a coupon, where residents
pay half the cost of the
tree and the city pays the
other half.

• Voted 6-0, passing an
ordinance and resolution
to annex the water tower
site land.

• Heard Braun talk
about how the City of
North Newton has part-
nered with KPTS to mar-
ket the town. There will
be 5- and 30-second pieces
that will air on public TV.
Torline said the 5-second
spot already is running on
KPTS.

• Learned Torline met
with Kidron Bethel Vil-
lage representatives to see
if they want to complete
Lakewood Circle.

• Met for about two
hours.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, North Newton City Council Members Gregg Dick, Ron Ratzlaff
and Jim Goering listen to a presentation on Monday night. 



Downtown Newton soon
will have one fewer
friendly face, and area
high school students will
have to go elsewhere for
tuxedo fittings and formal
adornments.

John Back is closing the
doors to Designs By John,
a local institution that
has operated in Newton
since 1982.

"I want to go out the
door and lock it and not
have to do my stupid com-
puter and my books," he
said.

Back said he was mov-
ing his tuxedo rental busi-
ness to Thelma's
Alterations at 307 N.
Main St., and he will help
Thelma Adams plan for
the prom season.

"All the kids still know
me," Back said. 

Back typically rents out
200 tuxedos during spring
to high school students
from Newton and outlying
towns. He said he worked
day and night with four
designers to handle all
the orders, and his flower
shop would have corsages
stacked floor to ceiling.

"The kids are going to
be disappointed if they
can't find me for corsages,
because we did beautiful
work," he said.

Serving the high school
students, who often are
accompanied by their
mothers and prom dates,
is one thing he said he
would miss when he re-
tires.

"You have to work for
it," he said. "You have to
work seven days a week
in April. I don' t know if
anybody else is going to
work that hard."

Adams said she hated
to see Designs By John
close, because it was the
only place in town that
handled tuxedo rentals.
Back approached her
about picking up the
slack.

"I figure the tuxedo
rentals will go well with
the alterations I do, be-
cause I do a lot of wedding
alterations and prom,"
she said.

For now, Back's flower
shop at 115 W. 5th St. is
selling everything at a 75-
percent discount. Aimee
Metzler of Newton
planned to take advan-
tage of the sale.

"He's just been a real
friendly face in the com-
munity, and that's how I
know him," she said about
Back. "He was always
friendly and cheerful
when he delivered."

Back got his start in the
flower business in the late
1960s when he was a stu-
dent at Hutchinson Com-
munity College. He said
he was bored, so he went
to F. W. Woolworth to help
create holiday baskets.
One of six designers, he
did well enough at the
craft to earn his own table
by Christmas. From

there, he went to Kansas
State University, where
he studied floriculture
and horticulture. Mean-
while, he joined the Air
National Guard and was
stationed at Chanute Air
Force Base in Rantoul, Ill.
Part of his duties included
packing parachutes, and
he learned how to operate
large sewing machines.

"I was a rag bagger and
a panty packer. That's
what they called me," he
said.

After his service was
up, Back worked for a
couple of years at
Pauline's in El Dorado
and then at two flower
shops in Wichita. In 1976,
Back purchased Allison's
Flowers on 3rd Street in
Halstead. He added a
greenhouse to the back of
it and changed the name
to Allison's Designs By
John. He and wife, Alice,
still live next to where
they ran the flower shop.

"Halstead Hospital was
up and running, so we
moved a lot of plants in
that hospital," he said.
"At the time, Halstead
Hospital was nicknamed
'the little Mayo Clinic.'"

Back opened satellite
shops in several towns
like Mount Hope and
Moundridge. In 1982, De-
signs By John became a
part of downtown Newton
at 212 N. Main St. Back
then, downtown had a lot
more retail activity. He
said the business climate
changed after J.C. Pen-
ney closed.

"That was fun going to
J.C. Penney's," he said. "I
bought my wife dresses
there."

Back later moved the
business to 610 N. Main
Street, from where he
moved to its current loca-
tion about five years ago.
He said he didn't know
when he would close the
store for good, but he

plans to still work with
his "tremendous" cus-
tomer base, which is rep-
resented by a stack of
hundreds of sheets of
paper filled with names.
He also plans to volunteer
at Newton Medical Cen-
ter and at Kansas Learn-
ing Center.

"I'm not staying home,
trust me," he said. "I
don't do staying home.
I'm not good at staying
home."

The Backs still are in-
volved with foreign ex-
change students. They
helped place 25 students
with families 10 years
ago, and they were hosts
to a student from Cyprus
last year. Five former stu-
dents came back to see
them this week. Back
said one former student
and his wife were coming
to Kansas on their honey-
moon.

"He wanted to come
home," Back said. "He
wanted to show his wife
where he grew up."

The contacts the Backs
have made through ex-
change programs also
have taken them on many
trips across Europe and
South America. A shelf at
the flower shop is filled
with souvenirs from their
travels.

"So we've had a heavy
and full life," he said.
"We've had a lot of ex-
change students and a lot
have stayed at the house.
A lot still stay in touch."

With all things, change
is inevitable. Back said
placing exchange stu-
dents is much more diffi-
cult than it used to be,

possibly because the nov-
elty has worn off. The
flower business also has
undergone a big shift over
the decades.

"The flower industry

has changed so much," he
said. "It's unreal, the mil-
lennials—unless it has a
telephone or electronics
attached—they won't buy
it."
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Designs will no longer be by John following retirement
BY BLAKE SPURNEY
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John Back makes a floral arrangement using twigs, flowers and butter-
flies, all of which are items he said were “kind of my trademark.” He's
planning on retiring after being in business in the county for more than
40 years. 

Get an online
account today!

Register at:
harveycountynow.com


