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Assistant City Manager Tim Johnson resigned
his position.

Johnson sent his resignation letter to City Man-
ager Bob Myers on Monday afternoon.

“I have spent 16 wonderful years serving the
City of Newton,” Johnson stated in the letter. “It’s
been a challenging and fulfilling journey, but I

have reached a point in my career,
and life, at which I think it best to
move on to new challenges.”

Myers said Johnson was not asked
to resign, though Myers said the let-
ter of resignation gave no inclination
of Johnson’s plans after he leaves
the city September 15. Myers said
that Johnson’s resignation had
nothing to do with budget cuts.

Community Advancement Coordinator Barb
Burns also will likely be departing the city on the
same date as Johnson.

Burns said she was told by Myers on Aug. 11
that because of the severity of the city’s budget cri-
sis, her position would be unfunded as of Sept. 15.

Departure of
leadership
continues 
at City Hall

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Johnson
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First-year teachers Connie Neale, left, and Katelin McEachern work in McEachern's room Monday afternoon. 

First-year teachers Katelin
McEachern and Connie Neale
agree instructors need to have a
real desire to teach, something
they've both had since they were
kids.

“You just really have to have a
passion for teaching to do it,”
McEachern said. “Kinda want to
have to do it to be in teaching.”

Both are teachers at Slate
Creek Elementary School in New-
ton. McEachern instructs first
grade, while Neale teaches second
grade.

“I think as a kid, one of the
paras in my class let me help out
with another student, and since
then, I've always wanted to be a
teacher,” said McEachern, who is
a 2011 Newton High School grad-
uate.

Neale said when she was a kid,
they called her “the director” be-
cause she always wanted to be

helping the other students.
“We're definitely not in it for the

money,” she joked.
Their first official day working

for the Newton school district was
Friday, Aug. 5, although both said
they've been training all summer.

McEachern is a December 2015
graduate of Emporia State, while
Neale completed her studies at
Purdue University in West
LaFayette, Ind., this past May,
and she's from California.

SLATE CREEK TEACHERS WILL LEARN THEIR FIRST YEAR

Learning on the job
BY WENDY NUGENT
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The crowd downed piles of watermelon, and the
band played on.

North Newton had its annual watermelon social
and a good-sized crowd of about 80 to 100 filled the
park. 

The event was put on and worked by the city of
North Newton every year. This year, the Flannel-
backs, a folk-and-bluegrass band out of Bethel,
played, which explained some of the Bethel stu-
dents in the crowd this year. 

For many North Newton residents, the event
served as a good time to get outside and socialize. 

“They do this every year,” Ron Peter said. “It's a
good way to meet up with your friends.” 

And others were there for the obvious.
“The watermelon,” Virgil Penner said with a

smile.

Crowds assemble
for sweet event

NORTH NEWTON
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Samantha McCurdy, center, tells her mom Kayla Osborn, right, she wants to use
bright blue yarn for her project. At left is group member Carol Goering.

Sometimes it seems the world
has turned into a swarming pile of
negativity. There are shootings in
places like the Orlando nightclub,
Paris and Belgium, political candi-
dates ripping each other apart in-
stead of trying to work together for
the good of the people and folks
getting into angry political de-
bates, as the war on terrorism
rages on.

A local art group, called Lift
Every Voice, recently formed in
Newton as a way to express them-
selves when things like this hap-
pen and to provide unity in the

world.
“It could be something that hap-

pens in the nation, the world,”
Beth Burns, one of the group's or-
ganizers, said.

They want to respond in a posi-
tive way to negative things, said
Burns' daughter, Emma Bradley, a
recent Bethel College graduate.

Burns said, as artists, they're
not good at articulating in words,
so they like to use other forms of
expression.

“But we can do art, and we can
help other people do art,” Burns
said.

The group started meeting two
to three weeks ago, and there were
about 10 to 12 people at their first

Art group forms to counter negativity
BY WENDY NUGENT
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See ART / 8

Three sisters, Laura, Brenda and
Kimberlee, walked near the 1300
Block of S. Oliver Rd Wednesday,
looking for the place where their fa-
ther, Larry Lampman, lost control of
his motorcycle.

Lampman's accident, the Sunday
before, had left him with broken ribs
and a severely damaged shoulder.

He was responsive in the hospital
until Tuesday, when he took a turn
for the worse and passed away.

“I said, ‘This might be weird, but

let's go by the accident and then see
the motorcycle,’” Brenda Thompson
of Newton said.

The group made funeral arrange-
ments for their father that day and
loaded up the van to find the scene of
the accident and look for some clo-
sure.

At a heavily sanded area of the
road where they believed the crash
occurred, the sisters got out of the
van and began walking.

“I was getting frustrated,” Laura
Armstrong said, adding that she
began walking away from the group.
“I just sent up a message and said,
you know, ‘If there is any way to
show us, help me find something so I

know.’”
Armstrong said it was that mo-

ment when her sister, Brenda
Thompson, started yelling.

***

Sheriff’s Deputy Nate Regier was
driving in the 1300 Block of S.Oliver
Rd on Wednesday to check on the
house of his parents, as they were
out of town.

A few days earlier he had worked
a motorcycle wreck in the same area
of a man who lost control on a sandy
spot following weeks of rains.

Meeting on dirt road gives closure to family
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See FAMILY / 8

Railers get busy preparing
for upcoming season
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Newton grad 
following in
MacArthur’s 

footsteps - Page 3



When we were kids,
there were two
things we re-

quested that my grandma
make for us as family
gatherings: broccoli and
rice casserole and maca-
roni and cheese. 

All of the foods on the
table at birthdays and
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas were delicious, but
we all watched those two
bowls with special atten-
tion as they were passed
from seat to seat, and
they were the most re-
quested when it came to
seconds.

As an adult, I still re-
ally like both of those
dishes, but when it comes
to macaroni and cheese, I
must confess that I nor-
mally forgo my grandma’s

amazing homemade
recipe and opt for a box
option. It just seems like a
lot of hassle.

Recently, I stumbled
upon a recipe that prom-
ised to create decadent
macaroni and cheese in
my crockpot—no boiling
of noodles required.

I was skeptical but will-
ing to give it a try in the
name of science and deli-
ciousness.

I will warn you. This
macaroni and cheese was
super good, but it was
also very, very rich. With
cream cheese as one of the
main ingredients, this
version was a bit tough to
eat a lot of in one sitting.
It’s just a bit overwhelm-
ing with flavor, which
makes it a great side dish,

but it’s a bit tough to get
through as the main star
of a meal.

It does, however, reheat
really well, so there
should be no worries
about any of it going to
waste.

I found this recipe on
the blog “Thrifty Jinxy.”
You can find the original
at thriftyjinxy.com/easy-
crockpot-macaroni-cheese-
recipe/. I added bacon to
my version.

Crockpot Macaroni
and Cheese

3 cups milk
12 ounces evaporated

milk
3 cups shredded ched-

dar cheese (I used sharp)
8 ounces cream cheese
16 ounces elbow maca-

roni
1 teaspoon ground mus-

tard
Salt and pepper to taste
5-6 strips bacon

Place all the ingredi-
ents except the bacon into
a crockpot. 

Cook on low for two to
four hours or until the
noodles are done through.

After two hours, stir the
concoction. (Mine was still

super runny. Don’t worry.
It’ll stiffen up quite a bit
after sitting awhile.)

Check on the macaroni
and cheese every so often
after the two-hour mark
and stir. Remove it from
the heat once it reaches
your desired consistency.

Fry the bacon until it’s
crispy and sprinkle it on
top of the macaroni and
cheese to serve.

Joey wasn’t a big fan of
how rich this was, so I
managed to get almost
the entire batch to myself.
(I was not complaining!) 

It wasn’t as good as my
grandma’s macaroni and
cheese, but it was a good
substitute until I can get
my hands on the good
stuff again.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now. 
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Mother arrested for punching police officer investigating son

A Newton police officer
was punched in the face,
responding to a call of a
juvenile threatening fam-
ily members with a knife.

The incident ended with
the juvenile and his
mother in police custody.

The altercation began
around 6:30 a.m. Thurs-
day morning when the
police were called to an
address in the 200 block
of N Pine. The caller re-
ported that a juvenile in

the house-
hold, a 14-
year-old
boy, was
threaten-
ing his fa-
ther with
a knife. 

“As we
were dis-

patched, the mom calls
and says, ‘We've got this
taken care of,’” Newton
Police Lt. Scott Powell
said. 

Powell said police de-
cided to respond to the
call anyway.

Arriving on the scene,
the police began investi-

gating the incident.
“The kid ended up get-

ting arrested for aggra-
vated assault with a
knife, and the mom kept
stepping between officers
doing the investigation
and punched one of the
officers in the face,” Pow-
ell said. 

The boy's mother,
Maribel Negrete-Hernan-
dez, was charged with
battery of a law enforce-
ment officer and obstruc-
tion of a felony case. 

Powell said the police
officer did not need med-
ical attention for his in-
juries.

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Crockpot macaroni and cheese is a rich version of the classic dish that can be made without boiling a single
pot of water.

With this recipe, they’ll welcome elbows on the table

Negrete-
Hernandez

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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COURTESY PHOTO
Hugh McConnell is in formation at West Point.

Honor and discipline

WEST POINT, N.Y.—
Newton native Hugh Mc-
Connell has some mighty
big boots to fill, as he's fol-
lowing in the tradition of
military greats at West
Point.

The 2012 Newton High
School graduate was se-
lected as the first captain
of the U.S. Military Acad-
emy's Corps of Cadets for
the 2016-17 academic
year. This is the highest
position in the cadet chain
of command, according to
a United States Military
Academy West Point news
release.

“I feel truly honored
and humbled to have been
offered the position of first
captain,” McConnell said.
“I am humbled to share in
the legacy of leaders like
Douglas MacArthur, while
honored to represent the
Corps of Cadets and the
class of 2017.”

Other military notables
who held this position in-
clude William Westmore-
land, Pete Dawkins and
Kristin Baker.

In this position, Mc-
Connell, who also is re-
ferred to as the brigade
commander, will be re-
sponsible for the “overall
performance of the ap-
proximately 4,400-mem-
ber Corps of Cadets,” a
news release stated. This
position is similar to a
student body president.

“His duties include im-
plementing a class agenda
and acting as a liaison be-
tween the Corps and the
administration,” the re-
lease stated. “In addition,
McConnell is at the top of
cadet commanders who
make up the chain-of-com-
mand for the Corps of
Cadets at West Point.”

“As their leader, it is my
duty to provide direction
and purpose for the Corps,
while always improving
our team,” McConnell
said. “I would say the ben-
efit is being in a position
where my class and all
classes can be repre-
sented, and through that,
we can create positive
change within our organi-
zation.”

McConnell will gradu-
ate in May, when he will
be a second lieutenant in
the U.S. Army.

“I've got a five-year
service obligation,” he
said, adding he's not sure

where he wants to serve
at this point. He'll deter-
mine that throughout the
year.

The road to McConnell's
graduation was a little
bumpy. During his senior
year in high school, he
tore his posterior cruciate
ligament at the state
wrestling tournament and
was medically disqualified
to enter West Point.

“And then I had to reap-
ply and was accepted for
the class of 2017,” Mc-
Connell said.

McConnell seems to
enjoy West Point.

“After attending The
University of Kansas prior
to West Point, I can say
that West Point is like no
other,” he said. “While we
do many of the same func-
tions as a university, the
Cadet Honor Code and
our tradition of serving
sets West Point apart.”

This past summer, Mc-
Connell was one of the up-
perclassmen who led
training for underclass-
men.

“As a commander, we're
responsible for the train-
ing,” McConnell said,
adding training encom-
passes planning and get-
ting everyone to rally and
trying to motivate them.

“That's really the com-
mander role,” he said.

Training included basic
infantry operations, field
artillery and engineering,
as well as an introduction
to the armored branch,
which includes tanks and
Bradleys. An armored
school from Fort Benning
went there, and they used
simulators, McConnell
said.

A typical day during the
academic year for cadets
starts early.

“We have first forma-
tion at 0655,” he said.
“However, we are encour-
aged to get up and work
out at 0520.”

Classes are from 7:30

a.m. to 4 p.m., and if
they're not in class, they
are encouraged to do
homework. McConnell
said every day is regi-
mented.

“Every day we strive to
improve focusing on class
and our fields of study,”
he said.

Every cadet does some
sort of sport, as well, and
McConnell is on the
strength team. 

“We train the Division 1
athletes,” McConnell said,
adding each team member
trains a team at West
Point. “Right now, I'm
training a lot of different
teams.”

At one point, McConnell
trained the sprint football
team, the league of which
is made up of a smaller
selection of schools. He
and others on the
strength team serve as
personal trainers, of sorts,
as the cadets' program is
tailored to the sport they
play.

The environmental sci-
ence major said people
may not understand what
it takes to be accepted to
the academy.

“Anyone can do it,” he
said. “It just takes hard
work. My cornerstone is
hard work. I think any
success I've had is hard
work. Really all of my suc-
cess is people I'm working
with, my fellow cadets, as
well as my teachers, offi-
cer leaders and mentors.”

If someone wants to get
into the academy, Mc-
Connell, who became an
Eagle Scout as a youth in
Newton, has some words
of advice. He said to
“build a file,” and work
hard physically and aca-
demically. He also advised
folks to research their
congressman, since get-
ting into West Point re-
quires a congressional
appointment, he said.

“We focus on excellence
in everything,” McConnell
said. “I was drawn to the
United States Military
Academy because of its
devotion to the higher
purpose of developing
leaders of character for
the Army.”

At West Point, Mc-
Connell is using some of
the skills he learned as an
Eagle Scout in Newton.

“I have relied on the
values that we learn
through Boy Scouts and
that are tested on the
path to attaining Eagle
Scout here at West Point,”
he said.

McConnell follows in Douglas MacArthur’s footsteps
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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Fill the bus drive a huge success

The Fill the Bus supply
drive last week gave 119
local educators supplies
for their classrooms.

Tina Payne, director of
the Harvey County
United Way, said the sup-
ply drive held Aug. 6 was
a success.

“Thanks to the land-
slide of donations we re-
ceived from the
community, we were able
to provide Classroom
Wish List gifts for all 119
educators submitting a re-
quest,” she said. “Of that
amount, 82 packages
went to USD 373 educa-
tors.”

Payne said shoppers at
Walmart also provided
hundreds of items and
quadrupled the amount of
school supplies the event

brought in last year. 
She said local sponsors

also adopted 31 class-
rooms, and others donated
cash. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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Tina Payne, director of Harvey County United Way, estimates that the
school supply drive saw a quadrupling of the amount of items donated.



The county hopefully
should be able to cut
$200,000 off the price of a
proposed bridge, after
tabling the bids it received. 

The county plans to re-
place a bridge near Hes-
ston on Dutch Avenue
near Interstate 135 this
year and had budgeted
$600,000 to do so. 

That number was signif-
icantly lower than other
bridge projects since the
new design they wanted to
use, called a Geosynthetic
Reinforced Soil-Integrated
Bridge System, was pro-
jected as much cheaper. 

But when the lowest bid
came in, it was at
$997,187.50 from Bridges
Inc.

The Board of Harvey
County Commissioners
tabled the idea, and at this
week's commission meet-
ing, Stan Scudder of the
company said he could do
the project for about
$200,000 cheaper.

The project would use
cement to create a bridge
base instead of stacked
blocks and gravel fill. How-
ever Scudder said in-

stalling a pre-made bridge
top, as the original plan
suggested, still would
mean for a short turn-
around on bridge construc-
tion.

Commissioners sounded
pleased with the idea and
asked county staff to get
the idea hashed out with
the county's engineering
firm and bring back some
plans. 

In other news. the com-
mission officially approved
a budget for next year that
would raise the mill levy
by about 2.5 mills. It es-
tablishes the max amount
the county could levy in
taxes at $12,084,000. 

Before approving the
final budget, the county
had a public hearing con-
cerning the budget. No one
attended to speak. 

ETC.
Commissioner Ron Kre-

hbiel commented on Hal-
stead Old Settler days
festival last weekend. “If
we need to get the Harvey
County parade set up, we
could learn something
from Old Settlers. It was
impressive.”

County Administrator
John Waltner said a group
in Hesston was working on
helping to relocate immi-

grant families. 
“These are families that

have been thoroughly vet-
ted,” he said. “In some
places, they've been living
in camps for 10 years look-
ing for a way out. There's
likely to be some conversa-
tion in various corners
from of the community
about this,” he said, ex-
plaining why he was giv-
ing the commission a
heads up. 

Waltner said a family
from the Congo would relo-
cate to Hesston.

“These are people com-
ing; they have kids in our
school system,” Waltner
said. “They will be work-
ing, and they want nothing
more than to make a life
for themselves. It's hap-
pening, and it's probably
happening again.”

Commissioner Randy
Hague noted the country
was built by immigrants.  

“If it wasn't for immi-
grants fleeing wars, most
of us wouldn't be here,”he
said. 

The county approved a
winning bid of $34,197.80
for a VHF paging repeater
and dispatch center HVAC
as well as the removal of
old equipment.

The county approved

weekly warrants for
$72,000.

The county met with
Greg Nye, county attorney,

for confidential communi-
cations. Nye had to leave
for an appointment and
then met with the commis-

sion again for another ex-
ecutive session.

All commissioners were
present.  
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Bethel College students return for another academic year

Bethel College sopho-
more Frankie Sierks had
a shelf almost completely
lined two deep with a va-
riety of cologne-types of
products on Friday morn-
ing as she moved into her
dorm room in Voth Hall.

“We're going to get
along just great,” said her
roommate, Katelyn
Shoffner, a junior from
Halstead, about the fact
her new roomie had so
many scents.

Until Friday, the two
had never met.

“We met today,” said
Sierks, who is from Dun-
ning, Neb.

The last time Shoffner
lived in Voth Hall was the
last part of her freshman
year.

“She cheers here,” said
her mom, Shay Ayres.

Shoffner is on the
Bethel competition cheer
squad, although she had
to sit it out last year,
when the team went to
nationals, because she
had surgery.

Even though she's not
very old, Shoffner has
cheered a long time.

“This will be my
15th year for cheering,”
she said.

She started in cheer-
leading at the age of 5 in
an Oklahoma school sys-
tem.

In addition to cheering
at Bethel, Shoffner is ma-
joring in elementary edu-
cation.

Shoffner didn't seem
overly excited to return to
college, although it
seemed like she and her
roommate enjoyed getting
to know each other.

“As excited as you can
be going back to college,”
Shoffner said.

Her roommate, Sierks,
has quite a different
major, that of business
administration marketing
and sports management.

Sierks and her parents,
Kent and Sandra Sierks,
had to come a little fur-
ther—400 miles—than
Shoffner and her mom
did.

“Actually, we came up
last night,” Sierks said
Friday morning, saying
they stayed at the Com-
fort Inn.

Sierks enjoys Bethel
College and gave reasons
why.

“Very friendly,” she said
about the college. “When I
came here, everyone was
really welcoming, and the
teachers really care about
how you do.”

They were just two of
many students moving

into Bethel on Friday and
Saturday. The college's
first day of classes is
Wednesday, Aug. 17.

Another student mov-
ing in Friday morning
was Garrett Lindley of
Goddard, who had the
help of his mom, Rena
Lindley, and siblings
Marcus and Faith Lind-
ley.

Lindley said he lives 45
minutes away from col-
lege and started moving

in just a little more than
an hour before he was in-
terviewed, which was
around noon. They had al-
ready moved a great deal
of items into the room.

“We move fast,” Lindley
said.

He's looking forward to
his school year but with a
little trepidation.

“I'm excited,” the junior
said. “Possibly maybe a
little bit worried, but I'm
sure it will be fine once I

start getting into the
groove of it.”

The biology and psy-
chology major said he was
nervous because he was
taking some pretty heavy
classes, like abnormal
psychology and neuropsy-
chology this year.

“I have the two hardest
teachers this year,” Lind-
ley said, adding those are
Dwight Krehbiel and Paul
Lewis. “They're my fa-
vorite.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Voth Hall new roommates Frankie Sierks, center, and Katelyn Shoffner,
right, get to know each other Friday in their dorm room. At left is
Shoffner's mother, Shay Ayres.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Bethel College junior Garrett Lindley moves a mattress in his Voth Hall room on Friday as his family helped
him move back to college. 

Bridge prices falling down for Harvey County near Interstate 135
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

The Newton Police De-
partment arrested a couple
on a motorcycle Friday
morning after finding them
carrying 5.7 grams of
meth. 

Newton Police Lt. Scott
Powell said an officer made
a routine stop of the group
for a traffic violation in the

2800 blk of South Kansas. 
After running their

names, the officer decided
to question the two and
eventually search them. 

“They were trying to
hide all kinds of stuff,”
Powell said. “The officer
found them and found they
had meth.”

Along with the meth,
the officer found $347 in

cash. 
David Orcutt, 62, was

arrested on charges of pos-
session of drugs, parapher-
nalia and distribution of
narcotics. 

Stephanie Wassom, 33,
was arrested on charges of
possession of drugs and
paraphernalia. 

Powell said neither were
from the Newton area.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

Newton Police Department arrests a couple on a motorcycle Friday 
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Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

Newton teachers form group to honor positives in schools

Even though it was the
beginning of the school
year Friday, many teach-
ers, administrators and
staff had smiles from ear
to ear as they were greeted
by community members,
cheering and giving them
high-fives after they exited
the auditorium at Newton
High School.

The people who teach,
lead, feed, guide, help, edu-
cate, clean up after and
care for the safety of New-
ton USD 373's students
had just finished a meet-
ing at the high school,
going over things for the
new school year. Then, at
the main entrance door to
the auditorium, cheerlead-
ers held banner that read,
“Celebrate Newton Public
Schools,” which was the
name of the event, and
teachers, administrators
and staff came crashing
through the banner. Com-
munity members formed a
human tunnel through
which they walked on their
way to get some ice cream.

“I love it,” said longtime
Newton High School vocal
teacher Donna Woolery
about the tunnel of sup-
port. “Everybody's enthusi-
astic and happy.” Woolery
is in charge of five choirs,
she said.

There appeared to be at
least 200 people lining
both sides of the main high
school hallway that leads
to the dining area. Some
held signs, others had
pom-poms, while some just

cheered.
Elsi Jackson, 6, was one

of the folks there.
“Because I'm cheering

on for the teachers,” she
said about why she was
there.

Jackson will be in the
first grade this year but
won't know who her
teacher is until Wednes-
day. Jackson had a pom-
pom and appeared to be
sporting a Newton Railer
T-shirt.

“Bring your friends,
sports team, youth group,
neighbors and everyone
else to join in celebrating
the people who dedicate
their lives to providing
quality education in New-
ton,” an invitation on the

USD 373 website stated.
“If you’d like, you can
even bring a sign, thank-
ing or wishing your fa-
vorite teacher,
administrator, food-service
employee, maintenance,
custodial staff, administra-
tive assistant, guidance
counselor, para, social
worker, school staff etc.
good luck for the upcoming
year.”

The event was the brain-
child of a group of about 12
teachers, said Megan
Nagel, one of those teach-
ers.

“We're taking a year to
celebrate all the positives
that are going on in the
Newton community,”
Nagel said, adding the

teachers decided they
wanted to focus on posi-
tives of the Newton school
district that people don't
always know about.

“Just even how teachers
do story time,” she said.
“We're just celebrating
everyday occurrences.”

The teachers call them-
selves the Celebration
Committee.

Along with other com-
munity members, four
folks from First Bank were
at the celebration, holding
signs with the rest of
them. They were Johanna
Spencer, Sean Claassen,
Kim Richtig and Amy
Mitchell.

“First Bank has a long
history of supporting the

district, and this is a good
way to kick off the school
year, and we want them to
know First Bank is here to
support them,” Mitchell
said.

On Friday morning,
First Bank gave gifts of

multi-purpose flashlights
to all district staff, and
they've been giving gifts to
the staff for 15 years.

“It's important for busi-
nesses and schools to have
a partnership,” Mitchell
said.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
These are just some of the many folks who were out at the Celebrate Newton Public Schools event Friday,
Aug. 12, at Newton High School.

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Teachers and staff react to the tunnel of support they received
Friday afternoon at Newton High School. 
TOP: From left, Allyssa Meyer, Elaina Bergquist and Ellie Bradley cheer
on district teachers, staff and administrators.

Sheriff candidates take on first general election debate 

With party candidates
set for the Harvey County
Sheriff's race hopefuls
Bryan Hall and Chad Gay
squared off recently for a
forum at the county fair. 

Gay, the Republican
nominee, has a 22-year
history in law enforce-
ment, primarily as the re-
source officer for Newton
High School.  

Hall, the Democratic
nominee, has spent 18
years in law enforcement
and serves as a police
Lieutenant. 

Questions were taken
from the audience and
moderators Robb Reeves,
owner of The Hesston
Record and Harvey
County Independent, and
Adam Strunk, managing
editor of Newton Now.

Here's a breakdown of
the highlights. 

On top three priori-
ties if elected:

Hall answered he
would like to “stabilize
the sheriff’s office”
through consistency in
personnel. He would
then, “assess strengths
and weaknesses and op-
portunities and threats.”  

Hall said he would as-
sess capital outlay issues
as well as asses the de-
partment for up-and-com-
ing officers and work on
retaining those officers. 

Gay emphasized build-
ing relationships between
the department and out-

side communities. 
“Me, personally, as

sheriff it is about building
relationships with other
communities,” he said. 

Why the candidates
want to be sheriff:

Gay responded, “I
think, for me, it’s about
making sure the commu-
nity is taken care of,” he
said. 

Hall said, “I’ve been
building my resume and
experiences and levels of
responsibility. There was
a critical incident this
year, and people looked at
T. Walton on T.V. and
said, ‘I’m glad it’s him
and not me.’ I said, ‘I
want that job.’ I want to
take care of the guys I
work with and take care
of my community,” he
said.

What qualified them
to lead law enforce-
ment in the event of an
emergency:

Hall said, “As the com-
mander of the SWAT
team, when critical inci-
dents happen, we get
called out when it’s pro-
gressed beyond what
everyday officers deal
with. We are looking at
‘What is the least wrong?’
In those situations, you
will be criticized for
everything in making
those tactical decisions.
That operation in Hes-
ston was a tactical opera-
tion to begin with, and I
was very involved in what

became the investigation
afterwards. If anything
prepares you, it’s being
involved,” he said. 

As a Marine, Gay said
he trained for combat and
high-stress situations for
four years. 

“Every day we trained
to go to combat. For me, I
don’t have any problems
thinking that I can’t han-
dle that. Any of us in law
enforcement that arrived,
we would have taken a
gun and shot up the guy,”
he said. 

Gay said with 22 years
of law enforcement and
four years as a Marine,
he felt qualified for the
job. 

On managing the
budget for the sheriff's
office

Hall said as a com-
mander, he currently
manages a department
budget and “I have a gift
for stats and numbers.” 

Gay said he had man-
aged his household
budget for 28 years, “so
it’s not foreign to me.
Four million dollars does-
n’t intimidate me.” 

On individual weak-
nesses

Gay said, “I have to say
I chose not to attempt to
promote through the rank
structure at Newton. I
felt like I was best uti-
lized as a school resource
officer, so I by-passed op-
portunities to promote.
The administrative side, I
haven’t had to mess with
that.” 

Hall said his weakness
was, “not being familiar
with the rural commu-
nity. Every time I get out,
I want to learn. I’m hum-
ble about that.” 

On making good re-
lationships with the
community

Candidates were asked
what they would each do
to ensure positive rela-
tionships between the
communities they serve
and the police

Gay said, “In our soci-
ety, there is nothing more
divisive than having law
enforcement at odds with
the community.” He em-
phasized once again
building relationships
within the community. 

Hall quoted Bill
Parsell’s “I treat all my
players the same; I treat
them differently.” He said
he would assign a deputy
to a specific area and cre-
ate one contact person for
that area. 

“You have direct con-
tact with that person.
You know his name, you
can call him and you

build a relationship. If
you have a problem, you
aren’t going to get hold
music and leave a mes-
sage that’s left there for
days. You know a guy,
and you call him,” he
said. 

On their law enforce-
ment philosophy:

Gay said once again it
was about building rela-
tionships. 

“It’s the philosophy of
being friendly and nice
and also as they guy that
can come in and help and
protect,” he said. 

Hall said, “A lot of
times in the news you
hear about warrior cops.
I’m more of a guardian
philosophy.” 

Hall said he strongly
believes in restorative
justice—holding people
accountable while finding
the cause of a person’s
criminal behavior. 

“I want to put a mirror
up in front of the time
card ‘Am I proud of the
work I did today?’ How
did they impact the com-
munity with their ac-
tions? Is arresting that
person the right thing to
do? Is that making me
feel better or is it improv-
ing the situation? Young
men get wrapped up for a
joint and lose their schol-
arship and their kids’ fu-
tures are impacted, with
something that could
have been dealt with dif-
ferently. It’s not a binary
A equals B,” he said.

HESSTON RECORD STAFF

HallGay

Pooches' Plunge
coming up
Saturday

at local pool

For one day a year,
the pooches get to swim
like everyone else. 

The Newton City Pool
will hold a Pooches'
Plunge from 1 to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 20.

The event has been
going on for at least 10
years, according to Bart
Peace, assistant rec. su-
perintendent.

Peace said the event
now draws between 30
and 40 dogs plus their
owners, who can swim
with them. 

“I would say every
year it continues to
grow,” he said. 

Peace said the pool is
then drained three days
after the event, after the
chlorine dissipates.

And as for a bunch of
dog hair: “The pool
stays pretty clean,”
Peace said. “It's kind of
a good way to end the
summer. We wouldn't
let dogs go swimming
any other day in the
summer.”

This will mark the
86th season the Newton
City Pool has operated
in Athletic Park. The
pool replaced a swim-
ming lake made by
damming Sand Creek.

NEWTON NOW STAFF
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So thinking for a change of
scenery I drove the lady down
to Herington to check out the

home of our newly acquired paper,
The Herington Times.

The plan was to get some food
with Joey and Lindsey and see if I
could scout a few story ideas for the
first edition we would later con-
struct.

Sam was wary at first. She was a
bit concerned this would be a “so
guess where I'm moving sort of
trip.”

It definitely was not that kind of
trip. More on that later. 

I had been talking to her excit-
edly about the purchase for about a
week. It represented a new move
for the company, one we hope will
both serve a community as well as
profit us. 

For me, I was excited, because at
some point you can smell news. 

Without getting into the details,
from my first visit, I could already
see about five different story lines
that could use some digging, some
reporting, some editorializing. 

I’ll just say Herington needs a
good paper to help it along. 

That feeling it gave me, I tried to
explain it to my girlfriend, was like
when you first meet another
woman. 

That explanation earned a more
quizzical and even less happy look. 

I fumbled around trying to ex-
plain the situation of getting to
know someone new. They are novel,
and you don't know their quirks
yet, but you want to. It's exciting
and interesting. 

That's how I felt, similar to how I
felt when I first met Newton al-
ready a year ago. 

Newton was new, there were a
million stories to write, a thousand
people to get to know, a hundred
challenges to tackle.

And since then I've settled in and
begun working at those challenges.

Newton and I have been together
for more than a year now. We've
had our good times, our bad. I've
gotten to know a lot of the city's
quirks, its fruits and its foibles. And
when you're with a person or city
for a long time, you learn to care for
it despite its quirks. 

Do I like my utility bill? No. Do I
like waiting on trains? Absolutely
not. Do I wish somehow the city
could grade or sand down the edges
or roads so I don't tear my muffler
off every time I turn into work or
my driveway? Yes, yes I do.

But despite those things, I care
about this town more today than I
did last year. And next year, I'm
sure I'll care about it even more. 

Real love, I have always felt, is
something that grows over time un-
derneath the excitements of infatu-
ation or the novel. It's the
knowledge that the new always
fades and the appreciation for the
qualities that lie below the veneer.
The ones that take a long time to
learn and figure out. 

That’s what I was trying to tell
my girlfriend, with my terrible at-
tempt at analogy. 

And so as I approach a year with
the paper, and two with my signifi-
cant other, I take stock of where I
am. 

I'm happy here, and I'm happy
committing some more time to
Newton and the people in my life. 

Thanks for the year, Newton. It's
been grand.

Adam Strunk is the managing ed-
itor for Newton Now. He can be
reached at adam@harveycoun-

tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

When you find something good, you hold onto it
Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

Embracing reality,
balancing budget

is no cake walk

It's been a year since this paper
started. It's been a year filled
with tragedy and happy times,

just like in all towns across Amer-
ica.

I recall a year ago, it was a
Wednesday, and I started working
for Newton Now on my birthday.

Since then, we've been here right
along with you, covering the news
about many things—the Newton
and North Newton city commis-
sions, the Hesston shooting, school
board, not-too-kind political races
and all kinds of sports. We've
brought you positive stories about
the people and places in Harvey
County in the magazine and in
Newton and North Newton with
the newspaper.

In the first issue, we had an arti-
cle about a young man, Lennon
Tyner, who does card tricks. He
and his family are really neat peo-
ple. Later, I also did an article on
his sister, who played the title role
in the “Diary of Anne Frank” last
year at Newton High School.

One thing I really like about
journalism is we get to visit the
lives, if only briefly, of local folks. I
get to know you guys out there a
little better. We're all just people
trying to live life.

Some of the more memorable ar-
ticles I've written for Newton Now
this past year include the tale of

teenager Sam Hatch, whose life
was saved by a can of soup; the
lady who wanted a handicapped
parking spot put in behind Ander-
son's, and the city obliged; the
Thanksgiving feast at the local
Bible Christian school; Warrior
cheerleaders; the 5-year-old boy
who raised $180 for the local police
department; Crust & Crumb;
Salted Creamery; Megan Nagel's
class Skyping with people in vari-
ous professions; all the offbeat jobs
I wrote about; Bruce Funk and the
Chisholm Trail wagon ruts; and
many more.

It's been quite an adventure. All
of us here are passionate about this
newspaper. We want it to succeed.
It seems you do, too. We've had a
lot of support. A lot of folks have
subscribed. If you're holding this
paper, aren't subscribing and want

to still see it around, please think
about subscribing. You are wel-
come to call the office at 316-281-
7899.

By the numbers, I figure so far
with my weekly average of six sto-
ries, I've written around 315 fea-
ture stories this first year. Not that
numbers equate quality, but I'm
just saying that to basically know
myself how many articles I've writ-
ten. That's a lot of local faces I've
had the pleasure of talking to.
Adam Strunk here averages
around six or seven articles a week,
putting his total a little higher.
That doesn't even count sports arti-
cles Clint and Mike have written.
That doesn't even count how many
photos I've taken that have run in
the paper. We've been working
hard, and if you have any story
ideas at all, feel free to contact me,
Adam or Mike. We're your news
team. We don't just want to bring
you numbers of articles; we want to
bring you quality, too. 

So far we've put out 52 newspa-
pers. Today marks the beginning of
the second year of publication. Let's
all make this another great year,
and thanks for supporting us.

Wendy Nugent is the features edi-
tor of Newton Now. She can be

reached at wendy@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

This paper marks second year for Newton Now

Compromise, as they say, means everybody leaves
the table unhappy. 

And there's plenty for everyone to be unhappy about
in this year's city budget.

Taxpayers can be unhappy about a plan to raise
their property taxes by 5 mills.

City employees can be unhappy that their raises are
getting cut. 

Historical advocates can be unhappy about the pos-
sibility of the historical preservation planner being
cut. 

Other resources, like community advancement coor-
dinator Barb Burns, were cut. When Newton Now was
looking to locate here in Newton, it was Burns who
was behind us from the get go, cheering us on. 

The crowd who complained about a bloated city of-
fice got their pound of flesh. There is not an assistant
city manager or city manager employed who will be
employed with the city in September who was working
for it in May. Tim Johnson, assistant city manager, re-
signed this week.

It looks like the plan for the time being is to pass
many of the responsibilities left by the departures onto
existing employees. 

To some, and it's possible there's some truth to it,
the city administra-
tion was a many-
headed hydra. The
answer was to lop off
some heads. But the
danger with lopping
too many heads off a
body is it leaves it
without a clear direc-
tion to walk. We will
now get to see how a smaller city office functions.

More cuts were promised, all to fix the city's fi-
nances. Fees will also be evaluated for services. New
fees will be looked at as a way of creating revenue. So,
folks upset they have to pay for bulky item pickups
come September, you may see new fees coming down
the line. 

And all of this is to reverse a trend of deficit spend-
ing that has been going on for some time now and run-
ning down the city's reserves.

During this year's budget process, blame has been
doled out all over the place. 

The state has been blamed for cutting the amounts
of funding from various taxes it gives to the cities each
year. And rightly so. The legislature has also been
blamed for the property tax cap, which city officials
argue forces cities to make drastic decisions now as op-
posed to in the future when a vote is required to raise
property tax revenue. That law shares a bit of the
blame as well. 

Some current commissioners have blamed commis-
sions of the past, for either not raising taxes, not mak-
ing cuts or for back-loading bond debt.

The city's bond debt is back loaded, for the record.
Without the city doing anything, the increase in debt
payments ballooned for next year's budget.

So there's some past blame there as well. 
It was this current commission that held their line

last August that they would raise no property taxes for
the next year, however. They also made no cuts, found
no revenue increases and spent a significant amount of
the city's reserves in this current year’s budget.

So now, with all the blame doled out, let’s put that
behind us and move forward. We have to have a plan
to move forward.

We personally don't care for all of this budget, but
the city seems to at least be attempting to step onto
level financial ground. To this commission's credit,
they are trying to make those steps, even if some of
those decisions have been unpopular.

City Manager Bob Myers promised the city would be
playing no more shell games to make its budgets look
better than they were. And we hope he keeps that
promise. 

This situation right now is unpleasant. 
The alternative is worse. 
Had something not been done, the deficits would

have been even larger next year.
Commissioner David Nygaard said if cuts and the

budget weren't addressed now, the city would have to
look at removing whole departments in the future.

And, in that regard, he's not wrong. 
So with this budget and likely this editorial, no one

is going away happy. But that's reality. 
And at least that reality, though it's a hard one, is

being embraced. 
Now we will see what sort of reality gets embraced

with future decisions and the elephant that remains
somewhere in the room: the proposed Newton Police
Station. 

We hope that commissioners, if they have to make
future cuts, take a logical approach to making them
removed from personal feelings. We hope now they
continue to form a plan of action for Newton five or 10
years down the line outside of simply a smaller city of-
fice. And for Newton residents, we hope they do a bit
of introspection to think about what kind of city they
want to live in and then to make those thoughts
known to their elected officials either by word or by
vote.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

CARTOON BY AMY SMARSH-JOHNSON/NEWTON NOW

WENDY’S WORDS

WENDY NUGENT

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

There’s hope through
high school completion
Picture this: Through a

compilation of circum-
stances that includes
poverty, an absence of
good role models early in
life, and an addiction, a
young man makes deci-
sions that end in arrest
and cause his educational
experience to be inter-
rupted. 

Released from jail, he
faces the overwhelming
realities of legal fees and
fines, along with no abil-
ity to pay for adequate
housing, a car to get to
any work he may or may
not find. Equipped with
only a 10th grade educa-
tion to enter a very lim-

ited job market, he
quickly loses whatever
hope his newfound free-
dom had to offer. 

Then, in a series of des-
perate attempts to simply
survive, he makes a series
of decisions that continue
to land him back in jail,
resulting in a deeper hole
and even less hope of ever
breaking free from the
cycle of incarceration.

Picture this: the inmate
is sitting in his cell fight-
ing the mental messages
of a deteriorating self-
image when the chaplain
comes to visit.  

“I’d like to offer you the
opportunity to complete
your high school diploma.
Not only do I believe this
can change your life, I be-

lieve you can do this.” 
After passing two

exams, this inmate begins
to believe in himself, and
within a few months com-
pletes the program.  

Picture this: the inmate
is called to the detention
center library where a
new group of people
stands ready to affirm a
positive change and to cel-
ebrate his high school
graduation. The chaplain
presents him with a
leather folder containing
an accredited high school
diploma. The teacher
gives a speech reinforcing
the inmate’s ability to fi-
nally believe in himself.
The sheriff himself ad-
dresses the inmate.  

“You made some deci-

sions that have caused a
lot of things to be taken
away. But the one thing
you refused to do is give
up your education. You’ll
always have that, and you
will be able to take this
moment wherever you
go.”

Picture this: the young
man is released from jail
for the sixth time. Only
this time he checks a new
box on the job application:
“Completed High School.”
That one box increases
his chance to get this job
by 40 percent. He is one of
three people hired by a
local company that week.
He is able to rent a home,
establish healthy, sup-
portive relationships, and
becomes a role model and

peer mentor for others
facing similar challenges.

Picture this: that sce-
nario is not a pipe dream
but a reality. It began in
June when the Commu-
nity Chaplain Response
Team celebrated the first
graduate of the Penn Fos-
ter High School Diploma
Program at the Harvey
County Detention Center.
Thanks to our partner-
ship with the Harvey
County United Way, in-
mates have a greater op-
portunity to succeed and
can complete their classes
even after they are re-
leased from jail.

Picture this: by sup-
porting the Harvey
County United Way, you
are helping local inmates

experience successful re-
entry through education.
You are increasing em-
ployment opportunities
for those who were previ-
ously unable to find con-
sistent work. You are
reducing the high costs of
recidivism on our commu-
nity and setting a trajec-
tory for lower crime rates
in the future of Harvey
County.

Thank you for con-
tributing to the United
Way to create a healthier
and safer Harvey County.

Chaplain Jason
Reynolds

Executive director,
Community Chaplain
Response Team
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Iwas asked recently at a family
dinner what things about
Kansas I had to readjust to

since moving back to Kansas after a
decade away.

Wind, I initially answered. Then
after a few bites, I added lawn
mowing. Definitely lawn mowing.

Until moving to Newton two
years ago, I’d never owned a lawn
mower, much less turned one on.
My younger brother had the as-
signed mowing chore growing up,
and when we moved to the Blue
Ridge Mountains in northeast
Georgia, pine trees ruled almost
every inch of our property. At the
time, I was frustrated with Geor-
gia’s notorious red clay soil and the
fleeting sunlight filtered through
the pines. I managed to find just
enough space that got consistent
sunlight to grow a single azalea
bush.

Fast forward to last week, and I
found myself missing every single
one of those trees as I revved my
mower’s engine and prepared to
tackle the grass that appeared to be
taking over my lawn, seemingly
overnight. 

When I began my lawn mowing
experience after moving here, I
honestly kind of enjoyed it. There
was something relaxing about mak-
ing tidy rows appear in the grass.

But that was in April, before
Mother Nature releases her torrent
of tricks that makes timing a mow-
ing session feel more like a Conquer
the Gauntlet obstacle mud race. 

Weather, combined with my own
learned dislike of the chore, encour-
age a variety of reasons and some-
times very creative excuses about
when to time the weekly task. Rain,
obviously, is a deal breaker. It also
produces a variety of rationaliza-
tions about how long I should wait
before attempting a mow. Usually,
I overestimate how long the lawn
really needs to dry, telling myself
that I couldn’t do anything about
those tall, angry blades anyway.

Heat, while not a strict deal-
breaker, is certainly a strong deter-
rent. And last week’s humidity and
heat indexes of 105 and more led
me to invent increasingly creative

excuses for ignoring the grass that
now more closely resembled the in-
vasive vine known in the South as
kudzu.

I leave notes to myself on a dry
erase board to remind me of house-
hold chores, beyond my daily tasks,
that need completed. If something
doesn’t get crossed off that day, I
usually add a comment—maybe en-
couragement, a smiley face or the
like. The longer it stays on the list,
the more insistent they get. Mow-
ing stuck on this list enough days
last week that I wouldn’t have
wanted my mother to walk in and
see those comments, and if she had,
I’m sure we would have had a nice
discussion about negative self-
talk—and mowing the lawn.

I prided myself on my handiwork
yesterday afternoon, grateful for
the slightly less humid day and the
glass of iced tea I rewarded myself
with at the end. And I’m sure I’ll
smile a bit when I get home today
and can still see those tidy rows cut
into the grass. But I know it won’t
last, because those evil green
swords are growing as we speak. 

Melody Spurney is the coordina-
tor for the Newton Convention &

Visitors Bureau. She can be reached
at mspurney@newtonkansas.com or

316-284-3642.

Learning the meteorology of lawn mowing

Guest Editorial

Community newspapers
worth supporting

So a quick recap on tax in-
creases this year: city up 5
mills, county up 2.5 mills,

USD 373 even. I would like to look
at what the city has been doing.

I applaud the new city manager;
he has the boldness to take a hard
look at all positions in the city and
decide which services we can do
without. He has identified a couple
of positions that were not needed at
the administrative level, with more
cuts promised for the future. These
are difficult cuts to make I am sure;
the future cuts will be just a tough.

We have future budget pains
coming; according to the reporting,
we have shortfalls coming to the
tune of $600,000 to
$1,000,000. Why? Debt. We pay $4
million per year in debt payments.
Roughly 10 years ago we had a pro-
gressive bunch of commissioners
who wanted to take us into the fu-
ture with many big ticket projects:
Logistics Park, Meridian Center,
Sand Creek Golf Course. Jim
Nickel, Racquel Thiessen, and
Willis Heck set up the debt to do
these projects was set up on a “back
ended payback” model. This is
much like the interest only loans
that got many homeowners into
trouble and helped crash the hous-
ing market not too long ago. The
debt was incurred, thinking that it
was a slam dunk to fill the park
and be profitable at the other facili-
ties.  

We owe over $70 million in debt
as a city, according to the 2014
Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report. Some of that is for things

like streets, sewer, water, etc., but a
huge number regardless.

To date, I believe we have zero
manufacturing at the KLP, and nei-
ther the Meridian Center nor golf
course make a profit. 

The Meridian Center was never
sold as making a profit, but it is
most likely an overall economic ben-
efit for the city with the revenue
generated from people attending
the events held there. Is the golf
course just as beneficial? I don’t
know. The golf course was supposed
to be fully built out in 10 years with
taxpaying homes. I don’t think it is
even half full. One thing for sure is
if the city didn’t own either facility,
there wouldn’t need to be any subsi-
dies to them, and we would get just
as much economic benefit, possibly
even more since they would be on
the tax rolls.  

I think the commissioners are
doing a tough job at a tough
time. From their discussions, they
are looking at more staffing and
service cuts. I think they need to
consider the legacy items they have
committed to like the new police

station. When it is all done, I am
sure it will be millions more than
they originally thought. The city
has already invested a huge sum of
money in it that could be freed up
and put back into the reserves. 

Perhaps a different approach to
space for the police department
could be found. I am sure there is
plenty of room at the existing city
hall for some non-essential services
currently conducted at the police
station two blocks away.  

We should also consider selling
the golf course. Sand Creek Station
is a well-run course and could po-
tentially be worth more than the
city has invested. As of the 2014 fi-
nancial report (the latest available),
the golf course cost the city $1.8
million to operate with a $1.2 mil-
lion revenue stream for a $600,000
loss. That is roughly 4 mills! This
would go a long way toward helping
the bottom line. Even if it isn’t pos-
sible to sell the golf course for what
the taxpayers invested, losing
money every year doesn’t help the
taxpayers, either.

No matter how you look at the
picture ahead, we have some tough
times coming. I encourage our
elected officials in all local offices to
not repeat the mistakes of the
past. Don’t give in to every person
with their hand out, and concen-
trate on getting our financial house
in order first.

Jason Mitchell is a local landlord
and chair of the Harvey County Re-

publican Party.

Budget a tough job at a tough time

TO NEWTON

MELODY SPURNEY

MY VIEWS

JASON MITCHELL

It seems like there are a lot of small towns these days
struggling to remain viable. Young people move away
and businesses close up in the wake of big box stores
taking over the market share that used to be enjoyed by
mom and pop shops.

It seems like we all have to stay diligent to make sure
that our  way of life continues. One of the most vital
parts of a healthy close community, in our humble opin-
ion, is a good newspaper.

By that we don't mean one that covers lots of national
news and events that go on clear across the world, al-
though those are needed news sources, too. What we
mean is that each community, in order to truly remain
viable, needs to have a local newspaper that cares about
what's going on in their town.

At The Clarion, and our sister publication Newton
Now, we like to think that we do a pretty good job of
keeping up with our  communities and highlighting the
lives of the wonderful people who live here, but as we
were recently reminded, not all communities have that
kind of resource.

Not much more than a week ago, Herington, Kan., got
some startling news. Their weekly newspaper, which
has been in publication for 127 years, abruptly closed its
doors and announced that publication would cease im-
mediately. 

There was no goodbye issue or pomp and circum-
stance; it was just done, and the citizens of Herington
were suddenly left without a news outlet.

At our office, we heard about Herington's newspaper
closing, and we were initially sad and shocked on behalf
of the small community.

But after some discussion, we decided that it wasn't
time for Herington to lose its newspaper. After all, Her-
ington is only about 25 minutes away from one of our
other weekly newspapers, The Hillsboro Free Press, and
we decided that the people of Herington, much like the
people of Andale, Colwich, Haven, Mount Hope and
Maize, deserve to have a community newspaper avail-
able for them.

So we called the owner of The Herington Times and
asked if he would be willing to sell us his newspaper.
After some negotiations, we were able to acquire The
Herington Times, and they will receive their first issue
produced by our company at the same time you’re re-
ceiving your Clarion or Newton Now this week.

So if we appear to be a little bit frazzled right now,
just remember that it's a little like the experience of
being new parents for us at the moment, and we’re just
now getting to know our fourth child in The Herington
Times, which joins our other weekly newspapers. The
Times, along with Newton Now, The Hillsboro Free
Press and The Clarion, is becoming a labor of love for
us.

We're going to continue giving you all of the commu-
nity news that we always do. But we want you to re-
member just how important local journalism is, and we
want to remind you how committed we are to making
sure that you receive it each week.

Community journalism is important. It holds local
governments and school boards accountable.

It allows for children to have their accomplishments
lauded to the community. It allows for local sports
teams to feel like heroes every week on our sports
pages. It allows for families and neighbors to know
what's happening. And it helps us to come together
when tragedy strikes or when we're all ready to cele-
brate.

Community newspapers must survive.
We won't be able to save every community newspaper

across this nation or even across the state, but in this
case, we felt like we had a unique opportunity to do so. 

And we would like to thank each of you as readers for
doing your part to support community journalism as
well. 

Whether you're a subscriber or buying it off the rack
each week, thank you. Your support of the local newspa-
per allows our communities to continue to be viable, just
as shopping at local stores and eating at local restau-
rants helps to do the same. 

We all must stick together as neighbors and commu-
nity members, and being a part of a community newspa-
per helps us do that.

—The Clarion

’80s nostalgia a wonderful way to spend the summer
In my almost 19 years of

motherhood, I have learned
parenting is all about pick-

ing your battles.
I’ve given up on more mother-

hood standards of excellence
than I can imagine. The kids
rarely wore bicycle
helmets. They learned to eat
salads at school (thank you,
Mrs. Obama). And my son was
behind on his immunizations at
age two, despite the fact that I
worked at the Health Depart-
ment.

Admittedly, my two-decade
score book is racking up the
failures, and my energy level is
waning with the passing
years. So this summer, I de-
cided to pick one battle in the
motherhood thunderdome. I de-
cided to expose my kids to the
greatest movie genre of all time:
’80s movies. 

Stumped for ideas, I polled
the audience through a Face-
book post. Friends quickly sug-
gested a litany of options. The
suggestions were a fairly wide
array, considering the small age
range of respondents. I guess
this explains a lot about their
political leanings, too. 

In the eight weeks of sum-
mer, we’ve managed to cross
quite a few off the list. From
“Adventures in Babysitting” to
“Turner and Hooch,” I’m proud
to say the names Tom Hanks
and John Hughes are now en-
graved in my children’s vocabu-
lary. 

We also expanded our reach a
bit to include the 1960’s “To Kill
A Mockingbird.”  I will never
tire of the door swinging open to
reveal the real Boo Radley.  

Now back to Ferris
Bueller. My practical children

would like to know if the car
that went through the glass
wall was a body-double or the
real thing.   

It was funny to me that
things I took for granted back
then didn’t resonate with the
kids. My son didn’t appreciate
the whole demonic possession
thing in “Ghostbusters,” so he
slept through the last half. I
guess Rick Moranis as the Key

Master will have to wait. 
And they were both appalled

at the party scene in “Sixteen
Candles.” OK, maybe that one
made me proud, thinking I
could leave them home alone.  

With football practice start-
ing tomorrow and school start-
ing later this week, I’m a bit
sad to think our summer of ’80s
movies is coming to an end. I’ll
miss hearing, “Hey, Mom, are
we going to watch an ’80s
movie tonight?” 

Perhaps the most telling mo-
ment of all: my 18-year-old
daughter said, “I like these
movies.  They make you feel
good.” I agreed. And then she
continued, “If that’s what the
’80s was like, is that why you
are so happy all the time?” 

Yes, dear, those times were
great. No cell phones, no e-mail
and no Facebook accounts. It

was before the Gulf War or 9-
11. The Berlin Wall came down.
Our heroes were still on
Wheaties boxes and not being
acquitted because the gloves
“didn’t fit.”   

We thought spending hours
on a Friday night bumper-to-
bumper dragging Douglas was
fun. We tried to time the stop
lights so we could have a car of
cute guys beside us. Our great-
est humiliation was realizing
we left a note in the back
pocket of our jeans on laundry
day.  

And along the way, our par-
ents picked their battles,
too. They taught us to live life
in the moment, even if meant
setting a course for 1985 in the
front seat of a DeLorean.

Tina Payne is the director of
the Harvey County United Way.

FEELING THE PAYNE

TINA PAYNE

Say what?

I don't think that my
kind of journalism has
ever been universally
popular. It's lonely out
here. 

Hunter S. Thompson

CARTOON BY AMY SMARSH-JOHNSON/NEWTON NOW
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In addition, both did student
teaching.

“I did two semesters student
teaching,” McEachern said,
which included Chase County
Outdoor Learning Center and
Ortiz Elementary in Wichita.

“Basically everything I feel
like just to become a teacher
comes with real-life practice,”
McEachern said, adding one of
the things she learned student
teaching was how to manage be-
haviors.

“With student teaching, you
can read everything in a book for
so long, and then once you get
into a classroom, you can see the
importance of building relation-
ships with students and getting
a management style—just see-
ing different styles,” Neale said.

Teaching comes down to build-
ing a relationship with students
from day one so if there's a prob-
lem, they can have a discussion,

she added.
Neale talked about her teach-

ing style.
“I'm not the type of teacher

where you're sitting at your desk
all day,” she said, adding she
has students work in groups, co-
operative learning, using cre-
ativity and moving around a lot.

“Get their little brains work-
ing,” she said.

In regard to her student-
teaching days, McEachern re-
called a couple of humorous
stories, adding Chase County is
a lot like the Walton Rural Life
Center.

“At Chase County, we let the
cows out on the playground to
run around,” she said. 

The reason for this was sim-
ple. The kids at the school do
chores, and they were cleaning
out the cow pens and needed to
let the animals out somewhere.

On her last at Chase County,
McEachern said the students
told her to sit down in a chair
and close her eyes for a surprise,
and then they wrapped her in a

blanket and tied her to a chair
because they didn't want her to
leave. 

“They got me good, too,”
McEachern said. “My mentor let
me sit for a little bit before they
let me out. She thought it was
funny.”

McEachern has at least one
photo on her phone of her tied in
the chair surrounded by stu-
dents.

Neale also had a memory of
her last day of student teaching,
which was fifth grade in Union
Mills, Ind.

“Oh, God, they all cried on my
last day,” Neale said. “They were
fifth grade, and you wouldn't
think they'd get all lovey, but
they got very attached.”

The duo, whose classrooms
are right near each other, are
looking forward to the school
year.

“I think having my first group
of kids that are my class, and I
can't wait to learn everything
about this school,” Neale said.
“I'm excited to get to know how

things flow. Your first class al-
ways has a special place in your
heart.”

“It's kind of like your student-
teaching classes,” McEachern
added.

Neale said her teaching expe-
rience also includes being a
teaching assistant in biology in
college.

“I like science,” she said,
adding it's a lot different in-
structing kids two and one half
years younger than her as op-
posed to 7-year-olds. “You'd be
surprised how similar they are.”

Even so, Neale said their
depth of knowledge and critical
thinking are quite different.

Neale and McEachern said
new teachers are in a mentor
program, and they have the
same mentor, Gail Pryce.

“Throughout the year, we'll
meet with our mentors,”
McEachern said.

Mentors are there as a re-
source and to help them work
out problems.

Although it's not a problem, as

with all first days of class,
McEachern and Neale are a lit-
tle nervous. McEachern wasn't
sure what the first thing she'd
say to the students on that first
day of school, but Neale had an
idea.

“I'm so glad you're here,” she
said she plans to tell students.
“I'm just excited to start our
year together.”

Neale and McEachern said
they teach everything regarding
core subjects, while students are
sent to other instructors for sci-
ence, art, music and physical ed-
ucation.

“I think we try to incorporate
some elements of those subjects
into our curriculum,” Neale said.

The duo does see some chal-
lenges to their first year.

Neale said there will be a
learning curve, and both are
lucky they'll work with great
partners.

“I think the biggest challenge
is not knowing what to expect
since it is our first year,”
McEachern said.

TEACHERS
From Page 1

As he and his partner, Colt
Pfautz, responded to the call, they
found a man, injured but respon-
sive, complaining of a hurt shoulder
and side.

“We talked about his bike, and
how many miles he had on it,”
Regier said of the man's Harley
Davidson. “He actually tried to
stand up.”

Pfautz and Regier both ride mo-
torcycles, and all three talked about
riding while waiting on the ambu-
lance, about the man's trips to
Sturgis or locally to Cassoday.

Regier and Pfautz both said the
man seemed like he'd pull through
at the time, despite his injuries.

So it took both by surprise when
they learned just a few days later
the man had passed away.

On Wednesday, Regier was curi-
ous to see a vehicle in the same
area with its hazard lights on.

“There were three women walk-
ing out in the middle of the road,”
Regier said.

He approached them and asked
what they were doing.

“They said, ‘We are out here look-
ing for where our father crashed.’”

***

Regier and the sisters stood in
the road talking about the crash,
about the time he spent with their
dad and how he held his head to in
case he had a neck injury. They
took pictures with Regier.

“It was incredible that he showed
up there,” Thompson said. “I don't
think it was a coincidence. I truly

believe God sent him there at that
exact moment.”

For Regier, it was an uncanny ex-
perience.

“You don't normally run into peo-
ple,” he said. “You work an accident
and you go to something else.” He
added that he hoped the conversa-
tion gave the family a bit more clo-
sure.

“I think it put a lot of our ques-
tions at ease,” Armstrong said. “We
knew someone was there, and we
knew how it happened. We knew he
was fine and he was being cared
for.”

Thompson said that while her fa-
ther's passing was a shock, she felt
many things fell into place to make
the passing easier, from Regier

showing up, to her father waiting
until the family was present before
passing, to the priest who adminis-
tered her father's Last Rites.

The Priest, Fr. Benjamin Green,
was also a motorcycle rider.

“Right before my dad's heart
stopped beating, he said, ‘Ride on,
Larry.’”

Thompson said she wanted to
call the whole situation to light so
some good could come out of it.

“I told him [Regier] I'd really like
to share this,” Thompson said. “I
know you guys get a bad rap a lot,
but this shows most law enforce-
ment officers care about their jobs,
and these guys are the good guys.
We have such a caring commu-
nity.”

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Sisters Brenda, Kimberlee and Laura take a picture with Sheriff's Deputy Nate Regier.

FAMILY
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meeting.
“There's still a fair

amount that hasn't been
to meetings,” said Jesse
Kaufman, another one of
the group's organizers,
who's done graphic de-
sign work for Lift Every
Voice. 

Kaufman, an artist
himself, in addition to
doing graphic design
work, also creates pot-
tery and does photogra-
phy.

The group did an art
performance project on
Saturday.

“We're marching in the
Harvey County parade
first—handing out cards
inviting people to join
us,” said Burns on Fri-
day morning, adding
that right after the pa-
rade, they were going to
do an art activity in Ath-
letic Park in the wooded
area just behind the
Mennonite statue.
Around 20 to 25 people
showed up for the art ac-
tivity, which involved
yarn to signify unity, and
they called it “Common
Thread.” Attendees also
could make a wearable
yarn project or draw.

“They're gonna wrap
the yarn and will hope-
fully show how inter-
twined we are,” Burns
said the Friday before
the event.

They got the idea from
a video, and kids and
adults alike were there,
wrapping yarn from
“station” to “station” at a
shelter. Station themes,
which people could iden-
tify and wrap their yard
there, included “human,”
“Democrat,” “student”
“maker,” “motivator” and
“Christian,” among sev-

eral others.
“Somehow the yarn is

going to criss-cross and
be just really inter-
twined,” Burns said Fri-
day.

Those who wish to join
the group can contact
them on Facebook,
Burns said.

This coming school
year, Burns will be an
art teacher at Slate
Creek and South Breeze
in Newton and also is an
artist.

“I dabble a lot in dif-
ferent things,” she said,
adding right now, she's
into art journaling,
where she keeps a diary
using art. It's more visu-
ally focused, she said, al-
though words can be
used, too. Her art jour-
naling uses mixed
media.

Her daughter,
Bradley, also is an
artist, doing lettering
and some photography.

“I do whatever she's
doing, pretty much,”
Bradley said, speaking
about her mom.

Kaufman has done a
lot of work for the group,
Burns said. Kaufman,
like Bradley and Burns,
seems to enjoy Lift
Every Voice.

“It's been very demo-
cratic,” Kaufman said.
“Lots of ideas thrown
around. I think every-
body's been pretty much
on the same page.”

Burns said the group
has a lot of creative en-
ergy.

“It's cool to find a
group of people that are
kind of like-minded and
have the same passion,”
Burns said.

They have plans for
the future.

“I'm hoping we can do
something several times
a year,” Burns said.

ART
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Roy McCurdy works on the art performance piece Saturday evening
in Athletic Park.

The city commission held two ex-
ecutive sessions discussing person-
nel, one on Aug. 9.  Burns said she
was previously told she was staying
on until the end of the year.

“They [the commission] had made
one set of cuts, and then they made
another,” she explained.

Myers would not confirm that the
city asked Barb Burns, community
advancement coordinator, to leave
by that date. Burns has yet to offi-
cially resign.

Johnson’s resignation comes
amidst the city looking for a half

million more in cuts to make in next
year’s budget come December.

Johnson declined to go on the
record about the resignation. Ac-
cording to the city website, Johnson
oversaw “the City’s Community De-
velopment and Planning, Parks and
Cemeteries, Historic Preservation,
Convention & Visitors Bureau, and
Information Technology operations,
as well as Sand Creek Station Golf
Course and the Meridian Center.”

With Johnson’s resignation, both
assistant city managers as well as
the former city manager of Newton
have all resigned or been asked to
resign since May.

Myers did begin to explain how
the city would function without the

positions in the short term.
“With Tim, we’re starting that

discussion to see who will fit in until
we fill that position,” Myers said.
“Whenever you have someone leav-
ing an organization, it’s always time
to look into how it’s organized.”

As for the position of Lunda As-
mani, who was director of city fi-
nances, Myers said the city is
working to fill the gap internally.

Lisa Marshall has been named in-
terim director of finance, and she’s
being assisted by Dan Bronson of
Newton Fire and EMS.

“I think we’ll be able to do it,”
Myers said. “We have awfully good
people. Hopefully the citizens won’t
see any lack of service.”

CITY
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City employees worked
the event and City Adminis-
trator John Torline helped
cut up and served water-
melon. He said there's no
special trick to slicing wa-
termelon. 

“It's just random.”
A reporter sampled multi-

ple watermelon slices at the
event. Upon asking how the
city got such sweet water-
melons, City Maintenance
Superintendent Danny
Bisoni was pointed out as
the North Newton official
watermelon thumper. 

Bisoni also denied there
was any secret to locating a
good watermelon, outside of
“picking them up.”

EVENT
From Page 1

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Frank and Helen Nachtigal chat with Ron Peter at the North Newton Watermelon Social.

There's only a few more days left
for the city to pick your junk up for
free. 

Starting September 1, the city will
charge $10 for bulky item pickups. 

But before that date plenty of peo-
ple are taking advantage of the cur-
rently free pickups. 

“Definitely the calls started in-
creasing when we started talking
about (charging),” City Public Works
Director Suzanne Loomis said.

Loomis said right now for 2016 the
city is averaging 731 bulky item pick-
ups a month. That's up from 2015
where it averaged 672 bulky item
pickups.

She did say that the number of
bulky item pickups had increased
each year the city has had the pro-
gram. 

The city instituted the charge for
pickups to help bring in more rev-
enue, as the program was costing
Newton about $70,000 annually.
People were also abusing the pro-
gram using it to dispose of tree limbs
left by tree trimmers or things like
truck and tractor tires. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Free bulky item pick-up ending
Northview Develop mental Services En-

dowment Founda tion of Newton is partner-
ing with the Marion County Special
Education Coopera tive in the start-up of
Project Search, which will provide a struc-
ture leading to competitive employment for
individuals with disabilities. David Shep-
pard, MCSEC executive director, and
Laura Baldwin, MCSEC special education
coordinator, released this statement in
their funding request:  “Transitional stu-
dents with disabilities have an employ-
ment disadvantage in Marion County.
Currently, in Marion County there is no
structure that connects recently graduated
disabled persons with job opportunities.” 

Project Search, which will be adminis-
tered by MCSEC, is a nationally proven
model that provides the training, curricu-
lum and organizational structure for indi-
viduals with disabilities. 

The project, which will get underway
with the 2016-17 academic year, will in-
clude partnerships with businesses that
can provide internship opportunities as
part of the training.

“We are very pleased that NDSEF will
partner with us in providing opportunities
for people with disabilities in Marion
County,” Shep pard said. “We plan to have
six to eight interns placed with Marion
County businesses in the fall of 2017.  Our
final objective is for these persons to be
hired by employers.”

Marion Co. partnership to help with employment
FOR NEWTON NOW
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Thursday, Aug. 18
7:30 to 8:30 a.m.—City Commission agenda review.

City Hall.
6 to 8 p.m.—Carriage Factory Art Gallery Third

Thursday. This month’s theme is “floating” and features
art that floats, soda floats and music by the NUTS. Free
admission. Carriage Factory Art Gallery, 128 E. Sixth
St. 

7 to 8:30 p.m.—Third Thursday Book Discussion. Dis-
cuss “The Reader” by Bernhard Schlink. Newton Public
Library.

7 p.m.—Teen Youth Leaders in Kansas. Lead, advo-
cate, make a difference. The goal of YLinK is to improve
life for ages 12-18 with mental-health issues living in
our community. Bring an adult ally. Newton Public Li-
brary.

7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night. Anyone
age 8 or older is welcome. Full game package is $10, and
early-bird package is $5. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Road.

Friday, Aug. 19
3:45 to 4:45 p.m.—MonArt Class. Classes for children

ages 4 1/2 to teens. Classes must be reserved for $10
each. 400 S. Main.

Saturday, Aug 20
8 a.m. to noon—Harvey County Farmers Market.

Fresh produce, baked goods and other handmade items.
Parking lot at 121 E. Sixth St., Newton.

8:30 a.m.—Sand Creek Volleyball Tournament. Ath-
letic Park.

10 a.m.—Mud Volleyball Tournament. Harvey County
East Park.

1 to 3 p.m.—Pooches Plunge. Dogs are invited to swim
on the last day water will be in the Municipal Pool.
Must pass temperament test and have all required city
tags. $3. 

1:30 to 3 p.m.—Painted Tiles Class. $15 in advance or
$18 at the time of the class. Register at Gathered Goods,
625 N. Main.

3 to 5 p.m.—Teen Screen Saturday. PG-13 movie “The
5th Wave” will be showing. Newton Public Library.

8:30 a.m.—Sand Creek Volleyball Tournament. Ath-
letic Park.

9 to 11 p.m.—CaNewton Outdoor Movie. Free admis-
sion. Bring lawn chairs, blankets and coolers (non-alco-
holic beverages only). Fourth Street Boat Ramp, 620 W.
Fourth St.

Sunday, Aug. 21
9 a.m.—Sand Creek Volleyball Tournament. Athletic

Park.
7 to 11:30 p.m.—American Legion Breakfast. The

public is invited to the monthly breakfast on the third
Sunday of each moth. Menu includes potato casserole,
hash browns, scrambled eggs, sausage, biscuits and
gravy, pancakes, French toast, orange juice and coffee.
Cost is $8 for adults and $4 for children 12 and younger.
American Legion Post 2, 400 S. Spencer Road.

Monday, Aug. 22
4 to 5:30 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Bring

NPL card to use laptops. Newton Public Library.

Tuesday, Aug. 23
3 to 6 p.m.—Harvey County Farmers Market. Fresh

produce, baked goods and other handmade items. Park-
ing lot at 121 E. Sixth St., Newton.

3 to 5 p.m.—Tech Help Open Hours. The library's IT
supervisor is available to help with any technology
questions. Newton Public Library.

7 p.m.—Wildlife Photography. Michael Marish pres-
ents “Close Encounters: Adventures in Wildlife Photog-
raphy.” Newton Public Library. 

7 p.m.—City Commission meeting, Newton City Hall.

Wednesday, Aug. 24
3:30 to 5 p.m.—Master Builders Legos. Building time

with lots of Legos. Ages 8 to 18. Newton Public Library.
7 to 8:30 p.m.—TALK Book discussion. Kim Stanley

discusses “The Day of the Locust” at the Newton Public
Library. 

Thursday, Aug. 25
7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night. Anyone

age 8 or older is welcome. Full game package is $10, and
early-bird package is $5. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Road.

7 p.m.—Newton Area Cancer Support Group invites
cancer survivors and caregivers to their monthly meet-
ing. Shalom Mennonite Church, 800 E. First St.

10 p.m to midnight—College Night. Newton Area
Chamber of Commerce and Etcetera Shop are partner-
ing to present College Night. College students from the
region are invited to downtown Newton for games, late-
night shopping and prize giveaways including an Apple
Watch.

Do you have an event you'd like listed in the
Community Calendar? If so, contact Mike Mendez
at 316-281-7899 or mike@harveycountynow.com.

Card shower requested
for Fiedler’s birthday

The family of Carol
Fiedler invites you to cele-
brate her 80th birthday
with a card shower. 

Please mail cards to
Carol Fiedler, 200 S.W.
14th, Newton, KS 67114.
Please have cards in the
mail by Wednesday, Aug.
24.

A card shower is requested for
Carol Fiedler in honor of her 80th
birthday.

Sheralynn Marie Neff,
26, of North Newton died
Sunday, July 24, 2016, in
Cushing, Okla., in a sky-
diving accident.

She was born on May
20, 1990, to Dana and
Kathleen (Bitikofer) Neff
in Newton.

She was a member of
First Mennonite Church
in Newton, where she
was active in youth
group and in worship
music until she went to
college. She graduated
from Newton High
School in 2008, after
which she did a year of
service in Brazil with a
program of Mennonite
Mission Network. She

graduated from Hesston
College in 2011 and from
Canadian Mennonite
University in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada, in
2014. She then spet a
year teaching English in
South Korea and
planned to go to gradu-
ate school.

Survivors include her
parents, Dana and Kath-
leen Neff; and a brother,
Darnell Neff, all of North
Newton.

There will not be a
public service. The Neff
family appreciates the
many cards, flowers,
gifts and other expres-
sions of support that
have been given to them.

SHERALYNN NEFF

Larry
Dean Lamp-
man, 70, of
Newton died
Tuesday,
Aug. 9, 2016,
from compli-
cations suf-
fered after a
motorcycle
accident. He
was born Nov. 7, 1945,
to Maurice and Frances
Lampman in Madison,
Wis. Larry married
Sharon Faber on July 3,
1965, in Richland Cen-
ter, Wis. Together they
had three daughters,
Laura, Brenda and Kim-
berlee. 

Larry started his ca-
reer as a radio personal-
ity in Wisconsin. He
spent the majority of his
career in the manufac-
tured housing industry
where his outgoing per-
sonality and charisma
were his trademark. 

After a successful ca-
reer he was blessed to
have time to enjoy his
family and his love of
motorcycling. He got in
his last ride on Sunday,
Aug. 7, 2016. Sur-
rounded by his loving
family, Father Benjamin

sent him on his
final journey
with the words,
“Ride on
Larry!” 

Larry was
preceded in
death by par-
ents, Maurice
and Frances
Lampman. 

He is survived by wife,
Sharon Lampman;
daughters, Laura
(Brian) Armstrong,
Brenda (Luis) Thompson
and Kimberlee (Brad)
Anspach; grandchildren,
Brady Armstrong,
Gabrielle (Anthony)
Hull, Celeste Thompson,
Nikolas Thompson,
Brendan Thompson and
Samuel Anspach; and
brother, Harley (Mary)
Lampman. 

Funeral Mass will was
on Saturday, Aug. 13, at
Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to
Larry’s family in care of
Sharon Lampman. Con-
dolences may be left
at www.petersenfamily-
funeralhome.com. Pe-
tersen Funeral Home in
Newton was in charge of
arrangements.

LARRY LAMPMAN

Robert E.
Dawson, Sr.,
89, of Newton
died Monday,
Aug. 15,
2016, at New-
ton Medical
Center.

Robert was
born March
14, 1927, in
Hoisington to Olive M.
(Knox) and John Grant
Dawson. He was the
youngest of nine chil-
dren. Dawson graduated
from Hoisington High
School.

On Sept. 5, 1948, he
married Joanna Irene
Keeling in Salina.To this
marriage was born two
sons.

Robert was a market-
ing representative with
Skelly/Getty Oil Co. be-
fore retiring in 1984
after 18 years.  Prior to
Skelly Oil, he was a
drilling fluid engineer for
18 years with Baroid
Mud Co. He also had
worked as an electrical
lineman for Western
Light & Telephone, was
a car salesman and a life

insurance
agent.  

Robert was
preceded in
death by his
wife in 2004,
and by his four
brothers and
four sisters. 

Survivors in-
clude two sons,

Robert Dawson Jr. and
his wife, Becky, Winfield,
and Ronald Dawson,
Salina. There is one
grandchild, Kami Daw-
son, Davenport, Fla.   

A memorial service
will be at 1:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Aug. 19, at Newton
First Christian Church.
The Rev. Gary Bell will
preside. 

Cremation has taken
place, and burial will be
at Restlawn Garden of
Memories (west of New-
ton) following the serv-
ice.

The family requests
memorials to the Kansas
Christian Home Auxil-
iary, in care of Broadway
Colonial Funeral Home,
120 E. Broadway, New-
ton, KS 67114.

ROBERT DAWSON

Arnold
“Arnie”
Block, 70, of
Newton died
on Wednes-
day, Aug. 10,
2016.

He was
born to Gus
and Velna on
Aug. 7, 1946,
in Newton. He joined the
Army Reserve right out
of high school and served
as a drill instructor for
two years.

Arnie married Patricia
in 1987 and formed a
special bond with his
stepchildren Jack, Larry
and Michelle.

Arnie was an avid
hunter and fisherman;
even as a child, he had
great interest in the hob-
bies. He shared his love
of the outdoors with his
nephew, Ron and step-
son, Jack, taking them
pheasant hunting, bow
hunting and fishing.

Arnie worked
as a truck
driver and a
warehouse fore-
man through-
out his career. 

He was pre-
ceded in death
by parents, Gus
and Velna
Block; and wife,

Patricia Block. He is sur-
vived by stepsons, Jack
Newingham and Larry
Newingham; stepdaugh-
ter Michelle Dunham;
sister Karolynn (Michael)
Pearman; nephew, Ron
Hays; and niece, Jennifer
Lynn Anderson  

A Memorial Service
will be at 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 17, at
Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton.

Memorials are sug-
gested to WildTrust
Kansas Department of
Wildlife, Parks and
Tourism in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.

ARNOLD BLOCK
Maxine C. Priest, 96,

died Friday, Aug. 12,
2016, at Farmington
Manor in Farmington,
Ill. 

She was born Jan. 8,
1920, in Dodge City to
Dean H. and Louise E.
(Riddle) Knapp.

Maxine was a charter
member of the Newton
Christian Church and
was a “Harvey Girl”
working on the troop
trains during World War
II. She was a lifelong
piano and organ player,
and served as the organ-
ist for Newton Christian
Church for several years.
Maxine enjoyed playing
bingo and looked forward
to visits from her family
and friends.

She is survived by her
sons, Vernon and his wife
Carla Priest of Hanna
City, Ill., and Charles
Priest of Wichita; daugh-
ter Mary MacKay of Wi-

chita; sister-in-law
Nadean Musseman of
Dodge City; three grand-
sons, Daniel Priest and
his wife Monica, James
MacKay and Glenn
MacKay; granddaughter
Charlena MacKay; and
two great-grandchildren.

Maxine was preceded
in death by her son
Richard, parents, two
brothers, Dean Knapp
and Walter Knapp, and
sister Faye Murchison.

A gathering with the
family will be at 6 p.m.
Thursday at Petersen
Funeral Home. A prayer
service will begin at 6:30
p.m. at the funeral home.
Graveside service will be
at 1 p.m. Friday, Aug.
19, at Maple Grove
Cemetery in Dodge City.

Memorials are sug-
gested Caring Hands
Humane Society in care
of Petersen Funeral
Home.

MAXINE PRIEST

Lillian Joan Bush, 77, died Saturday,
Aug. 13, 2016, at Via Christi St. Francis
in Wichita. She was born Dec. 20, 1938,
in Newton to Byran Stephenson and Es-
ther L. (Miller) Brown. 

Joan worked as a registered nurse at
St. Francis Hospital in Wichita and also
worked as a private nurse for Sandy
Hall of the Hall Oil Co. Prior to her re-
tirement, Joan worked three years at
the Eureka Hospital in Eureka. She was
a member of the Cassoday United Methodist
Church, the Liberty Baptist Church in Newton and
was a proud member of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution. Joan was a loving wife, mother and
grandmother and friend to many. She was always
quick with her smile and showed her love often. She
will be greatly missed by all her knew her.

Joan is survived by her husband James “Jim”

Bush of Newton; daughter Cheryl Kassin
Harris of Lenexa; son Steven and his wife
Cindy Kassin of Lenexa; stepmother Lorene
Brown of Dennison, Texas; brothers Scott
Brown of San Antonio and Stephen Brown
of Dallas; aunt Della May Harr of Newton;
grandsons Cory Harris and Brian Kassin;
great-grandchildren Reilee and Connor
Harris; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Joan was preceded in death by her par-
ents, brother Gus Claus, sister Barbarajean

Thornton and son-in-law Billy Harris.
Funeral service was on Tuesday, Aug. 16, at Pe-

tersen Funeral Home Chapel with the Rev. Gary
Brooks and Pastor Steve Julius presiding. Burial
was in Greenwood Cemetery, Newton.

Memorials are suggested to Caring Hands Hu-
mane Society in care of Petersen Funeral Home in
Newton.

LILLIAN BUSH

Mary Lou Grosse
Hoberecht, 87, passed
away on Tuesday, Aug.
9, 2016, in Newton.

Mary Lou was born on
May 17, 1929, to Holger
and Jessie (Bridal) An-
dersen in Spirit Lake,
Iowa.

Mary Lou’s faith was
very important to her,
and she was a member of
the Peabody Lutheran
Church. She served as a
librarian for 25 years at
the Peabody Library and
enjoyed watching birds.
She was a good home-
maker who dearly loved
and cared for her chil-
dren and grandchildren.

Mary Lou was married
to Tom Grosse and Ver-
lin Hoberecht, who both
preceded her in death.

She is survived by her
children: Stephen and

Melody Grosse, William
Grosse, Candace Green,
and Amy and Kelly
Bayes; 10 grandchildren;
and five great-grandchil-
dren.

She was preceded in
death by her parents;
two husbands; daughter-
in-law Shirley Grosse;
and grandson Jerod
Grosse.

A graveside committal
service was on Friday,
Aug. 12, at the Prairie
Lawn Cemetery in
Peabody. There is no vis-
itation. 

A memorial has been
established for the
Peabody Lutheran
Church and the Good
Shepherd Hospice of
Newton.

Petersen Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

MARY LOU HOBERECHT

Want journalists to dig into what happens in Newton? 
Tell a friend to subscribe to Newton Now today!
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Prestressed Concrete, Inc. is seeking 
Full Time Concrete Laborers 

in Newton, Kansas 
M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Previous concrete or construction 
experience is a plus but we do offer 

on-the-job-training as well.
Excellent benefits including health/ 

dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 
retirement, vacation and holidays. 

Please contact the main office at
2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 

an application or 
call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

rschroeder@prestressedconcreteinc.com

3 For Rent

Apartments/Homes/Rooms
One bedroom apts. Non-smoking. UTILI-
TIES Included. Age 50 and over. Income
based rent. 105 W. 9th, Newton. 316-283-
8500. EFHO 32-4tc

1 bedroom apartment in Hillsboro. No
smoking, no pets, 620-382-7696. 29-2tc

For rent 2-3 bedroom, Garage CH/A $565
a month 316-283-4289. 32-2tp

For rent 2 bedroom Loft apartment Down-
town Newton, Spacious / cute / remodeled
$650 includes water and trash 316-680-
6456. 32-2tc

Clean and remodeled 1 and 2 bedroom
apartments available. 110 N Jefferson,
Hillsboro. $400 to $475. Covered parking,
central heat and air. Call 620-343-9800 or
316-772-2597. 32-4tc

Older 2 Bedroom Home. Available Sept
15th. Very Nice. 17 Miles West of Herington
and 17 Miles South of Abilene. Appliances
Furnished. $490/Month. Deposit Required.
No Smoking. No Pets. Ph 785 823 7812
6PM to 9PM. 33-1tc

4 Merchandise

For Sale
Old car parts: hoods, lots of hub caps and
more. Late 60s Pepsi machine $425. 1912
Round Oak Woodburning Stove, 5ft 5inch
tall and 16 inch box, Never burned wood
$675. 316-640-3921. 28-tfn

NOW LEASING
New twin homes 

located in Hillsboro. 
Low income, 

very affordable.
Applications available at

City Building, 
Hillsboro State Bank and 

Real Estate Center. 
For questions, call
316-775-3000.

1 Employment
Truck Driver needed for custom harvesting.
CDL required. Will help right person get
CDL. 316-284-1663. Russ in Canton, KS.
24-tfn

Now Hiring! -Concrete Foreman - Interior
Renovation Carpenter. Apply at: Miller
Construction, 901 Industrial Drive, Newton
316-283-8862. 32-2tc

2 Announcements

Free
Free puppies - 3 German shorthair puppies,
Call 947-5679 or 316-644-6677. 32-2t

Garage Sales
GARAGE SALE: Lots of Household/Misc
Items, Adult Clothing, Kitchen Items, Kids
Toys & Books, Garage Items & MORE!
Saturday, August 20. 8am -3pm. 803 West
A, Hillsboro.  33-1tc

Multi-Family Garage Sale. 315 S. Kennedy,
Hillsboro. Friday, August 19, Noon to 7pm.
Household - Misc. 33-1tp 

3 For Rent

Apartments/Homes/Rooms
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. 
rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

Accepting applications for three and four
bedroom, income based duplexes. No
Smoking. Apply at 105 W. 9th, Newton.
316-283-8500. EFHO. 32-4tc

House for rent in Hillsboro, ranch style 2
bedroom, 1 bath, living/dining/kitchen,
stove, refrigerator, utility room & attached
garage. Available Oct. 1. Call 785-366-7882.

RN 

Fulltime and PRN 
opportunities available

Please contact 
Delores Johnson with any 

questions at 620-947-1419.

Apply online at
www.hchks.com

or pick up an application at the

front desk at: 701 S. Main  

Hillsboro, KS E.O.E.–Drug Free Workplace

Salon 
Help Wanted

2 positions:

Stylist & Nail Tech
Experienced & dependable. 

Call Jeanne Penner 
at 620-947-3401 
or 620-947-2248

111 E. Grand Ave, Hillsboro

Hillsboro Community 
Hospital has an opening for:

PRN Social Worker 

Please contact 
Delores Johnson with 

any questions at 
620-947-1419.

Apply online at
www.hchks.com

or pick up an application at the front
desk at: 

701 S. Main • Hillsboro, KS 

E.O.E.–Drug Free Workplace

Marion Manufacturing, Inc. 

is currently accepting 

applications for a

CNC MACHINIST
Lathe and/or mill 

experience preferred.

Please apply in person at:

201 S. Coble
Marion, KS

AL’S PLACE
Now hiring 

all positions
Apply at 

221 Main Street
Halstead, KS

CNA - Nights

Please contact 
Delores Johnson with any 

questions at 620-947-1419.

Apply online at
www.hchks.com

or pick up an application at the

front desk at: 701 S. Main  

Hillsboro, KS E.O.E.–Drug Free Workplace

FT – Fab 1st, 2nd, 3rd Shift; 
$12- $15/hr

FT – Exp. Press Op. 1st, 2nd, 
3rd Shift; $12/hr

FT – Lumbar Laborers 
1st, 2nd Shift; $10/hr

FT – Assembly 1st, 2nd, 
3rd Shift; $11- $12/hr

FT – Exp. Proj. Manager/
Admin Assist $15/hr

FT – Exp. Composite 
Tech 1st Shift $12/hr

Substitutes needed at USD 410
Are you looking for a great way to earn income? Are you inter-
ested in working with students? USD 410 is accepting application
for the following substitute positions for the 2016-2017 school
year:

Substitute Teachers - Must have either a current Kansas teaching
license, substitute license or emergency substitute license. If you
are interested in obtaining a license, you must have at least 60
hours of college credit. Teacher substitutes earn $90 a day.

Substitute Paraeducators – Work with students requiring aca-
demic, physical or emotional assistance. Paraeducators earn
$8.00 per hour. 

Please contact Carla Harmon at 620-947-3184, ext.3 or
Carla.Harmon@usd410.net to apply. E.O. E.

Dale’s
Supermarket

108 West Grand, Hillsboro

620-947-3501
8-7 Mon-Fri; 8-6 Sat

Meat
Counter

Position Available
Willing to train

those wanting to
learn to cut meat.

Is seeking energetic employees.

We have part time employment available with a
guarantee of 20-24 hours per week.

Availability for nights and weekends are a must
for concession stands and catering.

You may pick up an application in the Tabor College
cafeteria office from 10:30-11:30 AM Monday-Friday

Positions-Baker, Food Prep, Rotisserie Attendant,
Pizza Station, Dish Room.

This is a fast paced environment that involves
heavy lifting and a positive attitude.

NO CALLS PLEASE

TCT is hiring a 
FT Sales Rep

for cellular and wireless
internet products 

and services. 
Retail and outside sales
activities. Base pay with

commission, paid 
benefits. Previous sales
experience & Valid KS

DL required.  EOE

Submit resume at
www.tctelco.net

The city of Hillsboro, Kansas is currently accepting
applications for the position of Police Officer. 

This position is responsible for enforcing all federal, state and
local laws within the city limits. Basic functions include crim-
inal investigations, assisting the public, enforcing traffic regu-
lations and investigating traffic accidents.
Applicants must be self motivated, proactive, team oriented
and possess excellent communication and public relations
skills. Qualified applicants must also possess above average
verbal and written skills. 
Must be willing to work 12 hour rotating shifts as well as
weekends, holidays, and overtime.
Preference will be given to state certified officers. Non certi-
fied applicants must become certified by the state within one
year of employment.
Benefits include health insurance, sick leave, vacation and
holiday pay. Salary is dependent on qualifications.

Requirements: Applicants must be a United States citizen, at
least 21 years old, have a high school diploma or equivalent,
clean criminal record (no convictions for domestic battery,
felonies, or serious misdemeanors). Applicants must be able
to obtain a valid Kansas driver's license, able to live within the
city limits, satisfy all requirements set forth by Kansas Statute
74-5605, pass an agility test, written test, oral review, psycho-
logical examination, medical exam and drug screen.
Certified applicants must not have any Brady/Giglio mate-
rial in background to be eligible for hiring.
The City of Hillsboro is an equal opportunity employer.
(EOE)
Applications: Applications may be obtained in person at the

Hillsboro Police Department, Hillsboro City Hall or 
downloaded at www.cityofhillsboro.net 

Resumes are required. 
Applications should be directed to:

Chief Dan Kinning, Hillsboro Police Department
414 N. Ash Hillsboro, KS 67063

620-947-3440 • dkinning@hillsboropolice.net

Great Plains Federal
Credit Union

is accepting applications
for a full-time teller 
position. Qualified 

applicants should possess
previous customer service

and cash handling 
experience. Organization,

attention to detail and 
accuracy required. 
Apply in person at 

Great Plains Federal 
Credit Union, 110 West D,

Hillsboro, KS 67063

Member NCUA

E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

704 S. Ash • Hillsboro, KS

Applications can be picked up at 
704 S. Ash or online at

SalemHomeKS.org

Salem Home currently has the 
following position open:

CNA

RN or LMSW Inpatient
Unit Manager

Full-time position for 
patient-minded, forward-
thinking candidate who 

assists the VP of Inpatient
Services and the Director of
Nursing in providing leader-
ship and oversight to Prairie
View’s inpatient programs.

Will consider a Kansas 
licensed RN, BSN and 

2 years of psych experience
preferred or a Licensed 

Master Level Social Worker.
Excellent benefit package, 

including continuing educa-
tion allowances. Apply online
at www.prairieview.org.  EOE.

Agri Trails Coop is currently looking for 
applicants to fill FALL HARVEST OPENINGS

in multiple locations.

Successful candidates will demonstrate
dependability and strong customer service

skills.  Contact Human Resources at 
785-366-7213 or cweis@agritrails.com for

details on how to submit an application.

We offer competitive wages and the ability to work extended
hours between Labor Day and Thanksgiving. 

NOW HIRING!
CMA FT 2-10
CNA FT 2-10 & FT 6-2
PRN – CMAs & CNAs
Flexible Scheduling

Please call 
(620) 983-2152 
for information.

407 N. Locust, Peabody

Receptionist
Full Time at Hillsboro Clinic

Must enjoy working with people, be customer service 
oriented, correspond with physicians and

prepare treatment areas.
Please contact Delores, Human Resources at 620-947-3114.

Apply online at www.hchks.com
or pick up an application at the front desk at: 

701 S. Main • Hillsboro, KS 67063
E.O.E.–Drug Free Workplace

Twice iin SStyle
Garage SSale!

2 racks of clothing!

950 190th, Across
from Hillsboro airport

Friday EEvening
August 119
6pm-8pm

50% OOFF

Unbeatable Prices!

2 Announcements

4 Merchandise
FOR SALE! Marion County Rural Directory
& Ownership maps are now available at
Hannaford Title Co. 222 E. Main, Marion.
620-382-2130 Price $20 each. 31-3tc4 Mer-
chandise

Automobiles
2012 Toyota Camry SE 4 door, 26K miles,
clean non smoker $11,650 Call 316-640-
3921. 28-tfn

5 Real Estate

Home
House for Sale! 208 S. Madison St., Hills-
boro. Drive by! Then Call 620-947-3019.
26-tfn.

Nice 3 BDR 2 1/2 BA-  BSMT Lg. Lot, 509
S. Lincoln, Marion. For showing call 316-
945-7400 Berkshire Hathaway HomeSer-
vices PenFed Realty. 33-3tc

3 For Rent

Apartments/Homes/Rooms

Friday, August 26 • 3pm-8pm 
203 N. 3rd, Marion (ballroom @ city auditorium)

• Visit with MACGREGOR’S management about 
available positions

• Interviews conducted the day of the Job Fair
• Bring your resume

Available Positions:  Cooks – Hostesses – Bartenders –
Waiters/Waitresses – Dishwashers – Bussers 

Full-Time and Part-Time Positions Available!!

If you are in need of special accommodation, submit your request at least five business days
in advance of the event. Please allow 10 days for a sign language interpreter. TTY 711

Position available
at USD 410

Route Bus Driver Wanted:
Hillsboro USD 410 is 

accepting application for a
route bus driver. The 

position consists of daily
routes 6:00-8:00 AM and

2:45-4:45 PM. 
Other driving opportunities
available. Training for CDL
provided. Health insurance
benefit, personal and sick
leave, paid holidays, and 

retirement benefit provided.  
School-year position.
Application deadline 

August 25. E.O.E.

To apply, contact:
Carla Harmon

USD 410 Central Office
416 S. Date Street

620-947-3184
Carla.Harmon@usd410.net

Continued on page 11



City crews will be doing
some resurfacing work
through the next week.
Here's a schedule of their
projects:

Saturday, Aug. 20
-Resurface all of West

First from the BNSF Rail-
road tracks to Sand
Creek.

-Resurface Meridian,
the outside southbound
lane from Third to Broad-
way.

Sunday, Aug. 21 
-Resurface Meridian,

the outside southbound
lane from First to Third.

-Resurface Meridian,
the outside northbound
lane from First to Broad-
way.

Monday, Aug. 22 
-Resurface the parking

stalls at the Municipal
Pool (Santa Fe). Expected
to be complete by 10 p.m. 

-Resurface Meridian,
the inside southbound
lane from First to Broad-
way.

Tuesday, Aug. 23

-Resurface Santa Fe at
the Municipal Pool. Ex-
pected to be complete by
10 p.m. 

-Resurface Meridian,
the inside northbound
lane from First to Broad-
way.

Tuesday, Aug. 23, marks the day 20
years ago when Newton Medical Center
(NMC) first began accepting patients at
its current hospital location. To celebrate
this anniversary, NMC is hosting a com-
munity event, on Saturday, Aug. 27. 

The morning will kick off at 9:30 a.m.
with a recognition ceremony and balloon
launch. Attendees will hear from hospi-
tal leaders Val Gleason, NMC CEO, and
Steve Kelly, NMC president, as well as

Tom Adrian, longtime friend of the hos-
pital and former NMC board member.

Afterwards, between 10 a.m. and noon,
attendees are invited to stay for activi-
ties with the Newton YMCA. 

Healthy breakfast snacks will be
served throughout the morning. Festivi-
ties will take place on the campuses of
Newton Medical Center. 600 Medical
Center Drive, and the Newton YMCA.
701 E. Wheatridge Drive. 

The event is free and open to the pub-
lic.

Aug. 15
Criminal Calls:
Agg Assault, Assault,

200 Blk SW 7th 
Criminal Damage, 200

Blk Old Main 
Arrests:
Robert A Kurts, 43, DUI,

200 Blk of E Second St.

Aug. 14
Criminal calls:
Battery, 300 Blk E 8th 
Poss Marij, Poss Para,

3500 Blk S Duncan 
DC, 1300 Blk Washing-

ton Rd

Aug. 13
Criminal calls:
Criminal Damage, 300

Blk Lakeshore Dr, 8/13/16 
Arrests:
Shenandoah Lyn

Cooper, 24, battery, 1100
Blk Herrison

Victor Manuel Ramirez-
Delgado, 38, Warrant,
8000 blk N Main 

Aug. 12
Criminal calls:
Forgery, Theft, 1300 Blk

Washington Rd 
Dom Battery, 2000 Blk

Buckboard 
Criminal Damage, 1200

Blk Grandview 
Burglary, 600 Blk E 2nd 
Theft, 100 Blk SW 4th 
Arrests:
Demetrius  Johnson, 30,

Warrant, 200 Blk E Sec-
ond

Josh Tyler O'Neal, 25,
probation violation, 800
blk N Main 

Stephane Lynn Wassom,
33, Possession of drugs,
possession of para, 2800
Blk S. Kansas 

David Orcutt, 62, Dis-
tribute Narcotics, Posses-
sion of Para, defective turn
signal, improper stop, 2900
Blk S Kansas 

Eric Owen Roberts,
35,Warrant, 200 blk W
first 

Chesney Marie Flat-
terich, 19, Warrant, Butler
County

Aug. 11
Criminal calls:
Identity Theft, Theft,

900 Blk N Poplar 
Phone Harassment,

1600 Blk E 2nd 
Theft, 200 Blk S Pine 

Arrests:
Brian James Anderson,

39, Warrant, 100 Blk E.
Sixth 

Maribel Negrete-Her-
nandez, 35, Interference
with law enforcement offi-
cer, felony obstruction, bat-
tery of a law enforcement
officer, disorderly conduct 

Jaden Shannon, 25,
Warrant, Butler County 

Aug. 10
Criminal calls:
Battery, 300 Blk Muse 
Dom Battery, 400 Blk E

7th 
Theft, 1700 Blk S

Kansas 
Poss Marij, Poss Para, I-

135 MM32 
Arrests:
Jurado Randolfo, 28,

Warrant, 400 Blk E Eighth
Heather Nicole Eagle,

32,Warrant, 500 Blk W
Fifth

Joshua Dalton Lewis,
24, Warrant, 500 Blk E
Fifth

Aug. 9
Criminal calls:
Dom Battery, 200 Blk W

1st 
Theft, Criminal Damage,

800 Blk N High 
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PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (MCN)

CLASSIFIEDS 
Continued from Page 4B

For Sale
WANTED: COLLECTOR buying Old Comic
Books with original cover prices of 10
cents to 12 cents. Also buying pre- 1960
Jukeboxes. Call Tim, 303-517-9875, Col-
orado.

Help Wanted/Medical
Pharmacy Director, southeast Nebraska
Critical Access Hospital. Requires BS Phar-
macy, excellent organizational, customer
service and planning skills. Healthcare
pharmacy management experience pre-
ferred. Competitive salary, benefits. Apply
www.jchc.us. information: HR 
402-729-6850.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori
ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

Driver Trainees Needed! Become a driver
for Stevens Transport! Earn $800 Per Week
PAID CDL TRAINING! Stevens covers all
costs! 1-888-749-2303 drive4stevens.com

Great Plains Trucking of Salina, KS is
looking for experienced OTR Tractor Trailer
Flatbed Drivers or recent Driving School
graduates. Our Drivers travel 48 U.S. states
as well as the lower Canadian provinces.
We offer excellent compensation, benefits,
home time and equipment. Please contact
Brett or Judy at 785-823-2261 or brettw@gp-
trucking.com, judym@gptrucking.com

Misc.
11th Annual U.S. 36 Treasure Hunt Sept.
16, 17, 18 Antiques & Garage Sales - St.
Francis to Elwood 400 Miles Across Kansas
Details about Maps & Listings  www.ush-
wy36.com

LENDERS OFFERING $0 DOWN FOR LAND
OWNERS Roll your New Home and Land
Improvements into One Package.  Discount
National Pricing on Breeze II Doublewide
and our 60th Anniversary Singlewide.
Trade-ins Welcome!! 866-858-6862   

DISH TV 190 channels plus Highspeed In-
ternet Only $49.94/mo! Ask about a 3 year
price guarantee & get Netflix included for
1 year!  Call Today 1-800-676-6809

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
Save up to 93%! Call our licensed Canadian
and International pharmacy service to
compare prices and get $15.00 off your
first prescription and FREE Shipping. 
1-800-981-6179

PRODUCTION HELP WANTED
MONDAY-FRIDAY

1st shift    8:00am  -  4:00pm
2nd shift   4:00pm  -  12:00am
3rd shift  12:00am  -  8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

in Florence is accepting 

applications full and 

part time positions.

Health Insurance
401-K

Vacation

Apply in person 
at Hwy. 50

Florence, KS

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button

sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.

Even if you can’t reach a phone! FREE

Brochure. CALL 800-605-3619

ULTIMATE BUNDLE from DIRECTV & AT&T.

2-Year Price Guarantee -Just $89.99/month

(TV/fast internet/phone) FREE Whole-Home

Genie HD-DVR Upgrade. New Customers

Only. Call Today 1- 800-261-7086

Portable Oxygen Concentrator ? May Be-

Covered by Medicare! Reclaim independ-

ence and mobility with the compact design

and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.

Free information kit! Call 800-731-1968

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  

 
 

ADOPTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Machinery Consignment Sale, MON., SEP-

TEMBER 12, 2016 at 9:00 A.M. Consign

early by Aug. 26, 2016 for complete adver-

tising. No Small Items, Tires or Pallet Items

Accepted After Friday, Sept. 2. Next Ma-

chinery Consignment Sale is Nov. 14, 2016.

Gilbert’s Sale Yard, LLC, 641-398-2218. 2

Mi. N. of Floyd, IA On Hwy. 218. Tractor

House Internet Bidding Available.

www.gilbertsaleyard.com (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-
0205 (MCN)

www.AlexAdoptionJourney.com Toll free
1-888-802-5614 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES

#courage: Los Angeles Woman looking to
adopt infant. Ready to offer caring home,
great education, lifetime of support. 

-OPEN HOUSE-
SUNDAY, AUGUST 21, 1-4 P.M.

305 CENTRAL AVE, NEWTON, KS
Beautiful 3 bedroom 

3 custom bathroom home.
Perfect location with 

lots of upgrades!

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

Line dance classes at center provide workout

To the melody of “Achy
Breaky Heart,” line dance
instructor Lanny Re-
ichert counted.

“Five, six, seven, eight,
nine, to the right,” he
said to students Friday
afternoon at the Newton
senior center.

His students were all
women, and they num-
bered about 10.

Anyone 55 or older can
attend the class, which is
free, but they do ask for a
$1 donation, which goes
to the senior center.

Reichert said he
started doing something
different while teaching
in Newton.

“I'm trying an experi-
ment here in Newton,” he
said. “I cue ahead of the
time they're supposed to
do the step so when I'm
done talking about the
step, it's time to begin
doing the step,” he said
during a break.

They have 10 or 11
dances on the program,
he said.

“If you learn 10 or 11
dances, I can dance you
pretty good,” he said. “It's
for seniors to have an ex-
ercise program that's fun
to do.”

“We're going to glide to
the left,” he said while
teaching. “That's easy
enough. We're going to
glide to the right; that's
easy enough.”

During the class, which
meets at 1 p.m. Fridays
and was a beginners class
a couple of months ago,
some students looked at
their own feet, while oth-
ers stared at others' feet
and some looked up.

A few of the dances
they did included the
“Cupid Shuffle” and
“Electric Slide” as well as
older songs and country
music. There was no

heavy metal or rap tunes.
Reichert said he's been

teaching at the local sen-
ior center since March or
April, although he's been
a dance instructor, which
includes other types of
dancing, for 35 years. His
teaching talents also in-
clude square dancing and
round dancing.

“Thirty-five years of ex-
perience gets me through
an hour here,” he said,
laughing.

Attendees have their
reasons for taking the
class.

“I need the exercise,”
Leslie Runnalls, senior
center director, said.
“Line dancing always was
fun. This is pared-down
line dancing for older
adults.”

A beginner class meets
on Tuesdays that does

nine to 10 dances, and
Reichert said the class
has come up to being able
to do almost anything.

“Oh, I'll give you cues
the first couple of times,
and we'll see how it goes

after that,” Reichert said
before one dance.

Another attendee had
another reason for going.

“Makes my brain and
my feet work together,”
Karen Hankins said.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Line dancing class attendees, with Karen Hankins at the front, do some moves Friday afternoon.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Line dance instructor Lanny Reichert leads a Friday afternoon line
dancing class at the Newton senior center.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Parent company
buys newspaper

Kansas Publishing
Ventures, which locally
runs Newton Now, Har-
vey County Now and
The Edge, announced
its purchase of The Her-
ington Times. 

The 127-year-old com-
munity paper in Hering-
ton, Kan., was slated to
close after its previous
owner, John Roberts,
decided he no longer
wanted to run the paper
and notified the staff of
its closure Aug. 4 via e-
mail.

After learning of The
Times’ imminent clo-
sure, Kansas Publishing
Ventures put together a
plan to save The Times
and keep the commu-
nity resource in busi-
ness. 

“We've spent our ca-
reers fighting for com-
munity journalism and
weren't going to watch a

nearby paper die when
we had an opportunity
to do something about
it,” Publisher Joey
Young said. 

The publication has
declined in size, revenue
and circulation from the
days of pervious owner
Larry Byers. Young,
however, hopes to re-
store The Times to a
quality publication the
community can be proud
of and rely on to be a
watchdog, advocate and
reliable source for local
news. 

It's a bit of a chal-
lenge, but so was
launching a weekly
newspaper in the City of
Newton. The purchase
comes at the year an-
niversary launch of
Newton Now. 

“We've kind of gotten
used to being David and
figuring out how to
make that work,” Young
said.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

NEWTON POLICE REPORTS

NEWS BRIEFS
Special event Thursday at local gallery

The Carriage Factory Art Gallery will have a sum-
mer’s end celebration Thursday, Aug. 18, 6 to 8 p.m.

It will feature music by the NUTS (Newton Ukulele
Tunes Society), art by gallery artists who have re-
sponded to the call for "art that floats," and old-fash-
ioned root beer and other soda floats.

The event is free to those of all ages.

Rhoades and Hodge to speak Aug. 25
At 7 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 25, the Informed Women

of Harvey County will meet at St. Matthew's Episco-
pal Church, 2001 Windsor Drive (across from North-
ridge School). Guest speakers will be Rep. Marc
Rhoades and Tim Hodge, both candidates for the
72nd District State Representative.

Big Brothers/Big Sisters adds new board members
Big Brothers and Big Sisters recently added five

new members to its Harvey County Community Advi-
sory Board: John Back, Designs by John; Wes McClel-
lan, First Bank; Chris Young, 701 Café; Lisa Beachy,
County Attorney’s Office; and Scott Winter, Commu-
nity National Bank. The Community Advisory Board
assists with recruiting new mentors, raising funds
and providing feedback on programs and community
needs. Matt Seger with Fuqua Insurance serves as
advisory board president.

NMC celebrating 20th anniversary
FOR NEWTON NOW

City crews to resurface Newton streets

Classifieds from page 10
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B&B Lumber
1601 W 1st St

Newton, KS 67114

316-283-0700

Benton's Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore

North Newton, KS 67117

316-283-7093

The Breadbasket
219 N Main St

Newton, KS 67114

316-283-3811

Broadway Colonial 
120 E Broadway

Newton, KS 67114

316-283-4343

Citizens State Bank
2315 S. Kansas Ave
Newton, KS 67114

316-283-7478

Citizens State Bank
1225 N. Main St. 
Newton, KS 67114

316-283-3035

Citizens State Bank
(located inside Wal-Mart)

1701 S. Kansas Ave.
Newton, KS 67114

316-283-3035

Community National Bank
301 N Main, Ste 101
Newton, KS 67114

316-283-0059

Cornerstone Law
725 N Main

Newton, KS 67114

316-282-7300

Creation Station
605 N Main

Newton, KS 67114

316-772-0803

Faith & Life Bookstore
606 N Main

Newton, KS 67114

316-284-2210

First Bank of Newton
128 E Broadway

Newton, KS 67114

316-283-2600

Hale�s Sales & Service
804 SW 125th St

Sedgwick, KS 67135

316-772-5853

Harder Family Construction
1909 W. 3rd

Newton, KS 67114

316-283-8640

Heritage Home Works
316-288-9033

www.heritagehomeworks.com

Ken Hall
American Family Insurance

2309 S Kansas Ave
Newton, KS 67114

316-284-0884

Kranz Motors
1515 E Broadway

Newton, KS 67114

316-283-2480

Kropf Lumber
 400 Lancaster Ave
Hesston, KS 67062

620-327-4951

Meridian Grocery
101 S. Meridian

Newton, KS 67114

316-283-4372

Midland National Bank
527 N. Main

Newton, KS 67114

316-283-1700

Miller Construction
326 E. 2nd St

Newton, KS 67114

316-283-8862

Miller Insurance
714 N. Main St

Newton, KS 67114

316-283-7281

Newton Area
Chamber of Commerce
500 N. Main St., Ste 101 

Newton, KS 67114
316-283-2560

PenFed Realty
616 N Main

Newton, KS 67114

316-371-3492

Prestressed Concrete
2800 Old Hwy 81
Newton, KS 67114

316-283-2277

The Herington Times
Herington, KS 67449

316-712-2125

The Clarion
314 N. Main

Andale, KS 67001

316-445-2444

Hillsboro Free Press
116 S. Main

Hillsboro, KS 67063

970-947-5702

Kansas Publishing Ventures
www.kspublishingventures.com

Thank You to some of our many supporters! 

It's been one crazy year in Newton 
Ican hardly believe it

has been a full year of
Newton Now. It seems

like just yesterday I was
tired, stressed and staring
at a 3 a.m. clock at the
bottom of my laptop as we
sent our first paper to the
printer. 

Clint Harden, Adam
Strunk, Lindsey and I all
went to Druber's for a cel-
ebration donut and after-
ward, on our way home, I
looked at my wife, and I
asked her if things would
get easier. 

She sighed and then
yawned, appropriately,
and responded that she
sure hoped so. Our jour-
ney in Newton has gotten
much easier in regards to
production and processes
as we have waded our

way through and found
our path just like many of
the small businesses in
town. 

We spent nine months
working our way through
the red tape and audits to
earn our periodical permit
through the United States
Post Office; which will
allow us to be recognized
as a real newspaper in the
eyes of the government. It
also allows us to print
legal advertisements in
this county which only
holders of that permit can
do. 

We have hired new em-
ployees as we have grown,
including Elizabeth
Hingst, and replaced one,
begrudgingly, in Clint
Harden who took a job at
his church and seems to

be very happy serving not
only his community but
God as well. Mike Mendez
has been an amazing
sports editor once Clint
decided to leave, and I am
proud to count him as one
of our team members. 

Wendy Nugent has
worked tirelessly as our
features editor, and Adam
Strunk and Bruce Be-

hymer have provided the
type of leadership this
community should be re-
ally proud of. 

Our company simply
wouldn't be the same
without these people and
the contributions they
give us each and every
day. 

It took guts early on to
sign up for this rag-tag
team of start-up journal-
ists looking to make a dif-
ference. There was
competition from a big
company with lots of
funds from New York.
There were no guarantees
we would make it a week,
much less a year. 

The staff who signed up
and believed in our mis-
sion deserve to be recog-
nized for their bravery

and dedication to Newton
and the folks here. 

In our year, we have
touched many lives with
the feature stories we
place every week. We
have educated and even
angered a few folks with
our news coverage and ed-
itorials that appear, too. 

Sometimes we have
screwed up, but we also
have uncovered truths
about this community and
told stories that weren't
being told by the estab-
lishment. 

We hope we're an im-
portant part of our read-
ers' lives. You're an
important part of ours.

Newton Now is a love
affair with community
journalism and what it
means. It is our message

to the establishment
media companies that
running a newspaper
means investing in your
community and not just
profiting from it. 

Newton Now represents
hope for journalism and
what it can do. We want
to be watch-dogs. Not
click bait.

Our paper, really your
paper, is about the love of
this community, it's peo-
ple, and making sure it is
everything it can be by
watching those who spend
taxpayer money and giv-
ing coverage to those who
do truly good work in this
town. 

Joey Young is the pub-
lisher and owner of New-
ton Now and Kansas
Publishing Ventures.

Joey says a few words during Newton Area Chamber of Commerce Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the Newton
Now. September 2015.

Clint Harden, Joey Young, Lindsey Young, and Adam Strunk celebrate
the first publication of the newspaper at Druber’s. August 2015.

BELOW: Wendy Nugent pictured with one of Newton
Now’s biggest (reptilian) fans, Speedy. May 2016. 

BELOW: Adam Strunk observes during a Newton YMCA hard hat tour.
June 2016

BELOW: Adam Strunk, managing editor, uses uni-
versival sign of approval regarding the first layout
of the Newton Now newspaper. August 2015. 

Bruce Behymer practices his baby-whisperer skills with graphic de-
signer’s offspring, Eleanor. Bonds were forged that day. January 2016.

FROM THE PUBLISHER

JOEY YOUNG

Joey Young and Adam Strunk converse amongst the community during the 2015
Newton Downtown Car Show. June 2015. 

BELOW: Bruce Behymer speaks during a Newton Area Chamber
of Commerce Event explaining the Newton Now’s vision for
raising the bar in community journalism in the Newton area to
fellow community members. October 2015.

BELOW: Newton Now Sports Editor Mike Mendez, left, was pre-
sented with a Real Newton soccer team T-shirt from coach Jose
Valle after practice. July 2016.
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton’s Phil Anderson holds up a replica of a Larry Davenport painting of Lindley Hall. Davenport and Anderson were 1951 graduates of Newton
High School. Davenport went on to play for Phog Allen on the 1952 University of Kansas National Championship and Olympic Gold medal team.

Hardwood history
Anderson seeking home for Lindley Hall center circle

Having a pipe burst,
sending water into a
building, is an inconven-
ience. It leaves a mess to
clean up and damage that
comes at a cost to repair.
When a pipe underneath
the basketball court at
Lindley Hall started
spewing water in 1999,
the damage done was well
beyond what could be re-
paired with money. Phil
Anderson, and a group of
people sprung to action
and salvaged most of the
court.

Anderson, who knows a
good many people after a
lifetime in Newton,
worked with the school’s
maintenance department
to salvage a court. To him,
the court was more than
just pieces of tongue and
grove maple hardwood.

“As you get older, you
seem to do a lot of remi-
niscing,” Anderson said.
“But there is a lot to remi-
nisce about Lindley Hall
and Newton High basket-
ball.”

On that basketball
court, eight of Newton’s
13 total state champi-
onship teams played.
There have only been six
schools other than New-
ton to have won as many
state championships as
the Railers on that court.
It was the high school
home to Bill Lienhard, a
member of the 1952 Uni-
versity of Kansas national
championship team, a
team that won the gold

medal at the 1952
Helsinki Olympics as
well. The floor is not just
a sentimental token of
glory day memories for
the old timers of Newton.
It is a piece of history in
the basketball-crazed
State of Kansas.

And after most of the
floor was salvaged from
the water, the center cir-
cle had a stint in the
Kansas Sports Hall of
Fame at the outlet mall in
Newton, and in the Kauff-
man Museum in North
Newton as well. And after
the exhibit at Kauffman
closed, it is now in the
possession of Anderson,
stashed away in a couple
of boxes in need of a
home.

“It is good and bad,” An-
derson said. “At least we
salvaged it. You feel both
ways about it. At least we
salvaged that much of it
and that is important.
Hopefully down through
the years that will remain
a part of Newton basket-
ball.”

When Lindley Hall
opened in 1935, the Railer
basketball dominance was
in full swing. Named after
legendary head basketball
coach Frank Lindley, who
already had five state
championships, the arena
became home to the final
three titles of his career.
Lindley’s eight state
championships give him
the second-most state ti-
tles in the history of
Kansas high school bas-
ketball.

It didn’t take long for
the Railers to win a state
title in the new building.

Newton went back-to-
back in 1936 and 1937.
There was no bigger place
to be on a Friday night in
Newton when the Railers
were hosting a game.

“It was packed,” Ander-

son said. “It’s true. They
did have seating clear up
around. The band played
the Railers’ song, and
there was just a lot of to-

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
A signed and framed photo of former Newton Railer and University of
Kansas star Bill Lienhard reflects a Larry Davenport painting of Lindley
Hall. Lienhard and Davenport were both from Newton and teammates
on the 1952 KU national championship and Olympic gold medal team.

Railer football hits
the practice field in
preparation for Maize

The Newton High School football team has been
ready to start the work of getting better. While
coach-less in the spring, the Railers went to a school
board meeting to state their case on the new hiring.
The school answered, bringing Chris Jaax to the
school in May. 

On Aug. 15, Newton got to finally take the field for
the first practice with Jaax and start the work of
learning how to compete.

“I think we have had a good day of practice,” Jaax
said. “I think the kids are responding well to what
we are trying to do. We are trying to change the cul-
ture of the team. We have got to take it day by day.
The kids are buying in. They know that there are
things we can do better. I am happy with the way
things went today but we still have a lot of work to
do.”

While there is a lot of work for the Railers to do,
there is not a lot of time to get it accomplished. The
beginning of the season is a brutal stretch through a
tough schedule. Newton opens with a road trip to
Maize in Week 1 and has a home opener with
Hutchinson in Week 2 followed by a home game
against Goddard Eisenhower in Week 3 to round out
the first third of the season. 

It is not the easiest of stretches for a team coming
of a 1-8 season a year ago. But the challenge ahead
drives the players to get into practice after putting
in the work over a long summer in order to improve. 

“It is nice to finally feel like all the things we have
been working for, now we are doing,” Jaax said.
“That is a great privilege that we have, is that we
play great teams. Those teams are going to demand
our best efforts. And so we are going to prepare
those kids to be able to perform to the best of their
abilities.”

Before they are ready to go into the season, there
is plenty of work to do. The team is not there yet.
But now that practices have started, the process can
begin.

“I think being 1-8 last year was very disappoint-
ing,” Jaax said. “And I think that they recognize
that they can do better than that, but it is not going
to something that we just, I mean, we have got to
change who we are and how we function on the foot-
ball field. That is going to take a lot of work.”

The season starts at 7 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 2, in
Maize. The team will come back home to play
Hutchinson at 7 p.m. on Friday, May 9, at Fischer
Field. 

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton running back Kade Remsberg bursts through the hole while
running a play on the first day of practice on Aug. 15 at Fischer
Field. The Railers are preparing for the first season under new
head coach Chris Jaax.

Railers start mission to Topeka in first practices

The Newton High
School volleyball team is
no stranger to the state
tournament in Topeka.
In the last decade, the
Railers have only missed
the state tournament
twice. And coming off a
fourth place finish a year
ago, Newton has taken
the courts to start prac-
ticing for a return in
2016. And the price of
success is early morning
alarms.

“It is nice to be back
and started,” Newton
head coach Jamie
Dibbens said. “I don’t
know if the girls agree
with that, because we are
starting at 6:15 in the
morning so they have to
do two of these every
day. But it is nice to be
able to coach them and
coach them all at the
same time. After the
summer, we kind of know
the things we need to
work on so we get to hit

those hard.”
Having the fourth best

team in the state a year
ago, the team will be
without some of the key
players on the team. One
of those absences has led

to a noticeable quiet at-
mosphere in the gym, as
vocal leader Jana Boston
has graduated. Early in
the season the Railers
are figuring out how to
replace her high volume

that helped keep the
team locked in last year.

And with another run
in an ultra-competitive
Ark Valley Chisholm

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton head volleyball coach Jamie Dibbens divides the team up into groups for drills in practice on
Aug. 16. The Railers are coming off a fourth-place finish at state a year ago.

See CIRCLE / 14

See VOLLEYBALL / 14

Bethel to induct 1976
volleyball team

into hall of fame

It was a big year in volleyball for Bethel College in
1976. The Threshers were nearly unstoppable, going
through one of the best seasons in school history. And
on Friday, Sept. 30, Bethel College will officially in-
duct the team into the Athletic Booster Club Hall of
Fame.

In 1976, the Threshers dominated their way
through the Kansas Collegiate Athletic Conference,
finishing 14-0. They went on a 26-match win streak as
well, holding opponents to less than 10 points in the
process. Bethel won the Kansas small college champi-
onship. The Threshers finished the year 37-4 in
matches and had an astounding 74-7 set record, drop-
ping only seven sets in the season.

Members of the team include head coach Barb
Graber, assistant coach Rich Harder, Cynthia Doyle
Perkin, Lori Erb Thimm, Jill Ewewrt Backhus, Cyn-
thia Habegger Loganbill, Margie Harder Wiens,
Sandy Daufman Stephenson, Marcia Kroeker Miller,
Annette Stucky Epp, Barb Unruh Beachey, Rhonda G.
Wedel, Minnie Wiens and Sheri Campos.

There will be a banquet for the Hall of Fame in-
ductee on Sept. 30 in the cafeteria of the Schultz Stu-
dent Center. Tickets are available at the bookstore
from Sept. 1 to Sept. 30 and are free of charge with a
goodwill donation appreciated at the banquet.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com



The Fox Ridge scram-
ble results are in with
teams competing on the
course. Check here for
results.

Wednesday Night
Scramble, Aug. 10

1. Narcy Larez, Tom
Pryor, Corbin Rother,
Cole Rother – 29

2. Ryan Wright, Aaron
Thompson, Eric Thomp-
son, Ryan Hoyme – 31

3. Rod Williams, Brian
Phipps, Bill Morgan, Bu-
ford Walker – 31

4. Rick Altum, Au-
tumn Altum, Rich Ed-
wards – 32

5. Mike Freeman,
Rusty Kutz, Blaine
Mathews – 33

6. Craig Waltman,
Gary Webb, Jerry Lee,
Richard Pressnell – 36

6. Tom Bartel, Everett
Ryan, Terry Nesbit,
Randy Henline – 36

8. Milt Fowler, Duayne
Charles, Dave Hestand,
James Garcia – 37

Longest Putt, No 5:
Blaine Mathews. Closest
to the Pin, No. 9: Bill
Morgan.

Monday Senior Scram-
ble, Aug. 15

1. Dewayne Morgan,
Dick Hushka, Bob
Gaede, Walt Long, Dick
Bartel – 32

2. Dave Stallbaumer,
Narci Larez, Bob
Schmidt, Orlyn Zehr –
32

3. John Wilson, Don
Schmidt, Gaylord Senna-
men, Brad Smith – 32

Closest to the Hole,
No. 3: John Wilson.
Longest Putt: Brad
Smith.
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614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

Crystal Springs

Florence, Kansas

(Held the third Sunday of the month through Sept. 18)

BREAKFAST - 7:30 am
SERVED ALL DAY!

LUNCH - 11:30 am:
Brisket, Beans, Chips,

Pickle, Tea, Coffee, Water

Florentine Masonic Center • 417 Main St. (look for banners)

All you 
can eat!

Sunday, August 21

Suggested donation $8

All benefit donations
go toward the

restoration of the
historic 100+ year

old Florentine 
Masonic Center and
scholarships for kids

in Marion Co.

Harder Family
Construction

Building in Sand Creek Station, 
Stone Creek Estates, Newton & 
surrounding cities & counties.

building 
energy 

efficient
homes

New hhome cconstruction ssince 11974 

Hale's Sales and Service
804 SE 125th N
Sedgwick, Ks 67135

Ph# 316.772.5853
Fax 316.772.0043

www.halessalesandservice.com

Hale's Sales as Sales and Servicea
804 S

ww .halessalesandserwww

Fax 316.772.0043
Ph# 316.772.5853

Sedgwick, Ks 67135
804 SE 125th N

.comviceandser

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek
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Paid for by the: Jim & Barb Stucky Endowment

I’m Duke!  I am a very smart guy with a 
lovable nature. I am a big dog, and I will pull 
you a little on the leash, but that is trainable, 
and I am a very 
smart, and good
boy, who is
eager to learn.
Give me a try,
and I won’t let you
down.

Open 
7 days a week.
M, W, Th, F, Sat 
10am-5pm.
Tue 10am-6:30pm.
Sun. 1-5pm.
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getherness there because
it wasn’t spread out like
the newer gyms. With it
being packed, and with
Newton’s tradition, it just
helped the whole town get
behind it. It was just some
place to be on a Friday
night.”

Anderson had one of the
best seats in the house
under the then new, now
legendary coach John
Ravenscroft. Although he
didn’t have what it took to
get on the floor, Anderson,
like everyone from New-
ton, wanted to be a part of
the team in any capacity
possible. It led the 1951
graduate to become a
manager. 

“I sat in on every prac-
tice,” Anderson said. “I got
to go to every out-of-town
game. I had gone out for
basketball but didn’t have
the height or talent to
make the team my sopho-
more year. But I asked
Ravenscroft, he needed a
manager my senior year. I
was in the middle of
heaven because I got to go
to all the games. I cer-
tainly would go out and
get him coffee during
practice and that type of
thing. He was a discipli-
narian, but his players re-
spected the world of him.
And we became good
friends. Whenever he
came back for awards
from California, he would
stay at my house. But I
was on cloud nine in my

senior year.”
After winning three

state titles with Lindley
in his namesake building,
the Railers won four more
with Ravenscroft at Lind-
ley Hall. Gene Hanson led
the team to a 13th state
title, the eighth in the
Lindley Hall era in 1979. 

When a contracting
error caused the pipes
under the floor to flood in
1999, the run of basket-
ball on the court was over.
With maintenance super-
visor Farrell Grogg, Ken
Schlup, Ken Franz and
Brad Anderson along with
Phil, most of the floor was

salvaged.
Gene Love stored the

strips of wood in his
garage, and numbered the
pieces of the center circle
so it could be reassem-
bled. He took the rest and
cut it into strips that were
screen printed by High
Plains Graphics with pic-
tures of Lindley Hall or a
locomotive. The strips
were given to former play-
ers Phil Anderson tracked
down with the help of
Principal Roger Erickson
for a nostalgia game. 

But with the run at
Kauffman coming to an
end, Phil doesn’t want the

center circle to remain in
a box.

Somewhere on the wall
at the high school would
be the optimal permanent
home of the circle, accord-
ing to Anderson.

“I have talked to Brian
Becker, the [athletic di-
rector],” Phil said. “Of
course this is just his sec-
ond year. Brian hopes
maybe they can find a
place for it. If they put it
in the hallway at Lindley
Hall, that’s the middle
school now, and it
wouldn’t be the same. It
really needs to be at the
high school.”

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
The center circle from Lindley Hall, one of the most storied basketball courts in Kansas history, now sits dis-
assembled in two boxes. While playing at Lindley Hall from 1935 to 1999, Newton High School won eight
state championships, three with Frank Lindley, four with John Ravenscroft, and one with Gene Hanson. 

CIRCLE
From Page 13

Trail League (AVCTL),
there isn’t a lot of time to
get it figured out with the
league preseason tourna-
ment in Hutchinson com-
ing on Saturday, Aug. 27.

“For the girls that end
up on varsity, they play
next Saturday,” Dibbens
said. “So we have kind of
got to get this out of the
way so that we can focus
the rest of this week and
next week on that tourna-
ment.”

Last season, the first
match of the year was a
three-set thriller against
eventual 4A Div. I state
runner up McPherson. It
was one of the incredibly
tough tests the Railers
faced in the tournament
that prepared them for
the season ahead. 

“We won that one in
three, and we had to win
two other matches in
three,” Dibbens said. “So
that is a good learning
lesson for us that things
are going to be tough, and
they will again this year.
But we can do it, and we
know we can.”

After the tournament,
what used to be a small
break for the team has
been filled with a road
trip to De Soto for a tri-
angular with the Wild-
cats and
Gardner-Edgerton.

“It is just kind of bam,
bam,” Dibbens said. “We
added a new game on our
schedule up in De Soto.
We used to have a big
break after this first tour-
nament. We don’t any-
more so we just have to
kind of push them
through there.”

VOLLEYBALL
From Page 13

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton High senior Kara Peaney digs a ball during a drill at volleyball practice on Aug. 16. The Railers are
coming off a fourth place finish at state last year. 

Sand Creek Volleyball Tournament this weekend

The Sand Creek Volley-
ball Tournament is re-
turning to Athletic Park.
Starting on Saturday,
Aug. 19, and running
through Sunday, Aug. 21,
the beach volleyball tour-
nament is a 6-on-6 co-ed
beach volleyball tourna-

ment broken into compet-
itive and recreational
brackets.

The entry fee for the
tournament is $20, and
the proceeds go to benefit
children in Harvey
County. Some of the char-
ities the tournament has
donated to in the past are
Heart to Heart, Special
Olympics, G51 and Big
Brothers and Big Sisters
of Harvey County.

The tournament is
complete with a DJ, a
silent auction and a con-
cession stand. Juanita’s
Mexican food will also be
for sale at the tourna-
ment. 

The tournament was
founded three years ago
and is held annually on
the third weekend in Au-
gust. 

Last year, Quack At-
tack won the competitive

bracket, with WTF fin-
ishing second. Safe Sets
won the championship in
the recreational bracket,
with Dysfunctional tak-
ing second. 

This year’s tournament
will begin with the com-
petitive bracket at 8:30
a.m. at Athletic Park.
The brackets are double
elimination with a three-
game guarantee in the
competitive bracket. 

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com
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LEFT: Newton High
senior Kailey Harris
goes for a tip during
a drill at volleyball
practice on Aug. 16.
The Railers are
coming off a fourth
place finish at state
last year. 

Fox Ridge scramble results
FOR NEWTON NOW



Newton Medical Center
(NMC) is planning an
open house for its new
walk-in clinic, Convenient
Care, on Thursday, Aug.
18.

Between 4 and 6 p.m.
that day, the public is in-
vited to tour the new
clinic, meet the providers
and enjoy refreshments.
The first 20 people will
receive a free first aid kit.
In addition, a Chamber
ribbon cutting ceremony
will be held at 4:30 p.m.

“For non-emergency
needs, Convenient Care
will provide patients with
an affordable alternative
to the ER when their pri-
mary care physician isn’t
available,” Stefanie
Hayes, vice president at
Newton Medical Center,
said. “We’re pleased to be
able to offer this health
care convenience to the
Newton community.”

The clinic will offer
same-day, non-emergency
treatment for illnesses in-
cluding sinus infections
and the flu, as well as for

injuries such as sprains,
strains or minor lacera-
tions. School and Depart-
ment of Transportation
physicals will also be
available. Additionally,
the clinic will provide vac-
cines for flu, meningitis,
pneumonia, shingles and
tetanus.

Convenient Care is lo-
cated at 118 E. 12th St. in
Newton. The grand open-
ing is planned for Mon-
day, Aug;. 22, and it will
be open daily from 10
a.m. to 8 p.m.

—For Newton Now
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When the dream becomes Olympic reality
Well, if you ask Nico

Hernandez, he will tell
you he came up short

in Rio. The pint-sized slugger
did not win Olympic gold in
the boxing ring. 

He had to settle for bronze.
I will never forget the first

time I ventured into the North-
side 316 boxing gym in Wi-
chita. The place hadn’t yet
moved to the old fire station
it’s in now. The ring was
thrown together in the corner
of the room, not the elaborate,
elevated centerpiece like the
one the gym has now, but it
did the job.

It wasn’t that I wasn’t ex-
pecting much from this high
school kid who had compiled a
mountain of Silver Gloves na-
tional championship belts and
Ringside world championship
belts through the years. I was
expecting quite a bit. But
when his dad and trainer
Lewis Hernandez asked if I
wanted to see Nico do some
mitt work, he got a devilish

smile on his face as he picked
up the mitts. It was a subtle
way of screaming at me that
something inhuman was about
to happen.

Today, as a 20-year-old man,
Nico is about 108 pounds. As a
high school kid on that day, he
was smaller than that. When
he started to work the mitts, I
learned that it is not necessar-
ily true that the little guys are
only about speed. 

Don’t get me wrong, Nico
was a whir of quick and pre-
cise motion. He had blazing
speed. But the pop and force of
his punches hitting those mitts
were something I would have
expected from a middle line-
backer. 

That was my first impres-
sion of Nico. This kid hits like
a sledgehammer with every
punch he throws. Lewis and
Nico said the goal was to get to
the Olympics. I believed every
word.

I thought it might be a sim-
ple case of just a small kid

knowing just the right tech-
nique to get the maximum
amount of bang for his effort.
Of course he can hit like that,
he is a boxer.

Watching the best amateurs
in the world during the
Olympics, it turns out my ini-
tial reaction was right. Not
everyone can hit like this. Nico
was just born with something. 

In his second bout of the
tournament in Rio, he took on
the No. 2-seed Vasilii Egorov
from Russia. Egorov was the
heavy favorite, but in his first

taste of Nico’s power early in
the bout, he made a face that
was similar, but very different
from my own when I saw him
work those mitts. Both our fa-
cial expressions showed
amazement at just how much
power Nico has. But in
Egorov’s reaction, unlike me,
he knew it meant he was in big
trouble, because he was going
to have to eat it.

With his explosive power
and ability to do work on the
inside, I thought Nico was kind
of unfairly portrayed in the
narrative. He was the street
fighter looking for a brawl
against the more skilled, tal-
ented and refined boxer.

What people may fail to real-
ize is that Nico did what he
had always done to get to that
point. He used footwork and
head movement to get inside,
landed damaging blows, and
used more footwork to create
an angle and more head move-
ment to avoid reactionary
shots on his way out.

That, folks, is not brawling.
It is boxing from a highly
skilled and highly trained ath-
lete who knows exactly what
he is doing. 

Watching him impose his
will and turn every bout but
the last one into his style is ex-
actly why Lewis and Nico
knew all along this story was
going to end on the medal
stand. It was why Lewis gave
me the smile before the display
of mitts they gave me for the
first time. He knew that high
school kid was one of the best
in the world, and they were
going to prove it. 

That bronze medal is far
from the end of the story for
this kid. It is only the begin-
ning of what he will accom-
plish in the ring. 

Mike Mendez is the sports ed-
itor at the Newton Now and
can be reached by e-mail at

mike@harveycountynow.com
and followed on Twitter at

@MendezNewtonNow

DROP THE MIKE

MIKE MENDEZ

Convenient Care open house Aug. 18Soccer team hits the field working toward fall season

There are few sports
more grueling than soc-
cer. And with a long, diffi-
cult season ahead of the
Newton High School boys
team, head coach Scott
Jantzi mostly left his
players to work out on
their own. And after a
girls season that ended in
a shootout during the
state quarterfinals, Jantzi
needed a little break of
his own. But with the first
practices beginning on
Monday, Aug. 15, the
time has come for the
Railers to buckle down
and get to work.

“I know I needed it
mentally from the girls
season,” Jantzi said. “I
think these guys are
eager to get started.”

Coming out of a 9-9 sea-
son, there is plenty of
room for improvement for

the Railers. The team
went into the regional
and gutted out a 1-0 win
over Goddard to advance
to the regional champi-
onship. But there, even-
tual 5A state champion
Salina South was too
much for the Railers to
handle, ending Newton’s

season a game short of
the quarterfinals with a
5-1 win. 

In 2016, with some ca-
pable goal scorers, the key
for Newton will be to set-
tle the pace down and
fight the urge to take the
ball straight up the field.
Junior Jose Rojas is re-

turning after leading the
team with 11 goals last
year. Carlos Cornejo had
six goals as a junior a sea-
son ago.

But it also will be im-
perative for the back line
to come together in turn-
ing opposing offenses
away. The defense will
have a big test early with
the season opener coming
in McPherson on Aug. 30.
The Bullpups are return-
ing goal-scoring rocket
Andric McGill who can
score seemingly at will.

“The majority of these
players got a lot of experi-
ence last year,” Jantzi
said. “So, we lost a couple
of seniors, but the major-
ity of the core players are
coming back.”

After traveling to
McPherson to open the
season, the Railers will
play their first home
game against Andover
Central at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 1, at Fis-
cher Field. 

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton sophomore Kaden Weber-Gonzalez takes the ball back to
the line after shooting in a drill during practice on Aug. 16. 
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Many games are now played 
with a flying disc.

Here is a list of some of them. 
How do you think each game is 
played? Look them up and find 
out if you guessed correctly.

In 1948,Walter 
Frederick Morrison and 
Warren Franscioni 
created a plastic disc 
that could fly with better 
accuracy than a tin pie plate.

When Morrison sold the 
rights to Wham-O in 
1957, the company 
named the disc the Frisbee® 
(pronounced FRIZ'-bee).

Today, the fifty-year-old 
Frisbee® is owned by 
Mattel Toy Manufacturers, 
only one of at least sixty 
manufacturers of flying 
 discs.

New 
Combos
Look through the 
newspaper for two 

items that don’t seem 
to go together. Think 
of as many ways as 
you can to invent 
something new by 

combining those two 
things. For example, 
what could you make 
with a combination 

of a camera and 
sunglasses?

•�Disc Dog
• Disc Golf
• Dodge Disc

• Double Disc Court
• Flutterguts
• Freestyle

• Fricket
•�Goaltimate
•�Ultimate

The students at Yale University loved 

William Frisbie’s pies. They even 

loved his pie tins!

Tossing empty pie 

tins became a 

favorite way to pass 

time between classes. 

A firm flick of the wrist and the tin 

floated through the air.

But the metal pie tins hurt when they hit 

someone. As a safety measure, students 

started yelling, “Frisbie!” to alert others 

that they were tossing a tin to a pal.
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Complete the grid by using all the 
letters in the word PLATE in each 
vertical and horizontal row. Each letter 
should only be used once in each row. 
Some spaces have been filled in for you.

Standards Link: Physical Education: 
Understands and follows the rules of the game.

Flying Disc Golf
Make a course of six or 

eight “holes” by setting up a 
series of objects or sites to 
try and hit with a Frisbee.®

Tie a brightly colored ribbon 
on a tree or pole as a good 

place to start. An empty 
bucket or laundry basket 

also makes a good “hole.”

Add up your score. 
The player who completes 
the course in the fewest 
number of throws wins.

Players count how many 
throws they take to hit the 

target. Wherever your 
Frisbee® lands, you take 

your next shot from that spot.

One or more players take 
turns attempting to hit each 
target with a flying disc toy.

Find the words in the puzzle, 
then in this week’s Kid Scoop 

stories and activities.

FRISBEE
PLASTIC
MEASURE
FRICKET
FLOATED
FLYING
CAMERA
PLATE
DODGE
COURT
CATCH
ALERT
YALE
SOLD
DISC
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Circle the disc that will continue the pattern in each row.

Pretend you are exploring 
a country you have never 
visited. Where would you 
go? Write a journal entry.

Explorer’s
Journal

Flying Disc Games

Mix and match news stories to create silly 
stories. Select a who, what, when, where, 
why and how from different stories. Write 
a silly news story with these facts. For extra 
silliness, use quotes from other news stories.
Standards Link: Writing Applications: Write in a variety of 
forms and genres.

Silly News Story
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(316) 283-1399(316) 283-1399
706 N. Main

Newton, KS

Kid Scoop is made possible by these sponsors: 


