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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton resident Aurelio “Willie” Nuñez stands in his garage, the place where criminals stole his tools. 

Newton Now and the Newton Area Chamber
will host a local candidate forum at 6:30 p.m. on
July 14 at the Meridian Center, featuring state
senate, state house and sheriff's candidates. 

Candidates will be asked to present their
stances and answer questions on issues pertaining
to the race from both a moderator and from audi-
ence-submitted questions.

There will be three separate forums. First, a
sheriff's forum will begin at 6:30 p.m., followed by
the state senate forum, beginning around 7:30
p.m., and then the statehouse forum around 8:15
p.m.

The event is open to the public, and audience
members are free to come and go as they please. 

Sheriff's candidates in the race include Ted
Brunner, Chad Gay, Bryan Hall and Bruce Jolliff. 

State House candidates include Tim Hodge and
Marc Rhoades. State senate race candidates in-
clude Renee Erickson, Carolyn McGinn and J.
Michelle Vann. 

Nearly all will be in attendance. 
The event is sponsored by Informed Women of

Harvey County, Vogts-Parga Construction, New-
ton Medical Center, Kaye Electric, the Meridian
Center and The Harvey County Independent.

Hear from local
candidates at
upcoming forum

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

At the age of 90, Aurelio “Willie”
Nuñez is finally retiring as a fix-it
man. Unfortunately, the theft of the
well-known resident’s tools Monday,
June 27, sealed the deal.

Thieves broke into his garage in
Newton, taking his work tools and
messing up his truck's ignition.

But they also took something else.
“To top it off, they even took my

walking cane,” Nuñez said. “It’s so
crazy. I just hope whoever took it puts
it to good use instead of selling it for
drugs. […] They forced me to retire.
That took care of it.”

He said he was a little upset but
wasn’t that mad when he discovered
the crime.

The Newton resident said he thinks
they were trying to take the truck,
which is why the ignition is so messed
up. In addition, they stole his heating
and air conditioning tools, wrenches, a
little box of battery chargers for his
drill, a plumbing set, cutters and pipe
dyes.

“A lot of stuff I’ve had for years,” he

CRIMINALS STEAL WORK TOOLS FROM AREA MAN

Aurelio “Willie” Nuñez sits in his truck and points out the damage a person or 
persons did to his truck. 

Man without his tools
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See TOOLS / 8

“I just hope whoever took it puts it to good use instead
of selling it for drugs. […] They forced me to retire.
That took care of it.”  

- Aurelio “Willie” Nuñez

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Gracie Hammond poses with her fireworks haul Friday afternoon.

Sometimes a good deed can be
like a firework. One only has to
light the fuse and watch it
spread.

Thanks to the help of the com-
munity and a local non-profit,
Gracie Hammond, the Newton
High School student
who wanted to give fireworks to
needy kids, brightened up the
Fourth of July holiday for 20
families. She said every family

who asked for fireworks received
them.

"A lot of them were really
emotional," she said. "I had a lit-
tle girl screaming and
excited. They were so grateful
and amazing.

“I had some tears. It made me
feel like I was doing the right
thing."

She started the weekend just
wanting to give one family fire-
works after having some extra
spending money left over. As
word of her quest spread, that

Teenager, community provide
families with brighter holiday

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Perhaps Newton drivers are getting better at
talking their way out of things, or perhaps it’s
something else.

But according to documents provided by the
Newton Police Department, as a whole, officers
handed out fewer tickets in 2015 than the year be-
fore. That's been the trend since dating back to at
least 2011. 

Citations for driving under the influence, with-
out insurance, with no seatbelt and for speeding
all dropped in 2015, with overall citations drop-
ping by 11 percent to 1,135.

The changes in the amount of citations become
even more noticeable when comparing them with
numbers from 2012 and 2011. 

Since 2011, traffic citations have dropped by
nearly one third, or 32 percent. Officers wrote 204
fewer speeding citations, 146 fewer seatbelt cita-
tions and 201 fewer insurance citations last year

Police writing fewer
tickets in Newton

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See TICKETS / 8

Annual softball tournament rained out
Page 11
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It seems like barbecues
and gatherings hap-
pen at a moment’s no-

tice during the summer.
As a lover of dessert, I
often find that these gath-
erings are full of all kinds
of delicious salads and en-
trees but are often lacking
on the sweet side of the
palate.

Obviously, I’ve taken it
upon myself to fix this
issue. 

Unfortunately, making
dessert quickly can some-
times be tough, so this
week’s recipe is a great
one to file away for a time
when you need something

sweet and don’t have a lot
of time to make it.

And I even bought a
pre-made graham cracker
crust rather than making
my own. I decided to
make this a true no-bake
experience. 

(Although you can eas-
ily make a graham
cracker crust in the mi-
crowave with a glass pie
plate if you want to. Just
melt one-quarter cup of
butter in a 9-inch glass
pie plate in the mi-
crowave. Stir in one-quar-
ter cup of sugar and a cup
of finely crushed graham
crackers into the butter

and then press the mix-
ture into the pan. Mi-
crowave for about three
minutes and cool before
filling.)

This recipe for a no
bake pineapple cheese-
cake came from the blog
“The Shabby Creek Cot-
tage.” You can find it at
http://www.theshabby-
creekcottage.com/pineap-
ple-cheesecake-in-a-jar.ht
ml.

No-Bake Pineapple
Cheesecake

Ingredients
1 graham cracker pie

crust

2, 3.4-ounce boxes
cheesecake instant pud-
ding

20 ounces crushed
pineapple in pineapple
juice

8 ounces whipped top-
ping

Directions
In a bowl, combine the

instant pudding and
pineapple (juice included).
Mix well.

Fold in the whipped
topping and then pour the
mixture into the pie crust.

Smooth until it looks
nice and refrigerate at
least two hours or until
completely set up.

If you want the pieces
to come out of the pie per-
fectly, I’d suggest freezing
the pie rather than just
refrigerating it. We ended
up with big, delicious
globs of cheesecake on our
plates rather than per-
fectly formed pie slices
(but no one complained
about that one). 

This was a very refresh-

ing dessert, and if you
like pineapple, you’ll like
this. I also wondered if
placing just a few
maraschino cherries on
top wouldn’t be good, too,
with its nod to pineapple
upside down cake, but it
doesn’t really need any-
thing more to be ab-
solutely perfect.

Also, if you can’t do the
graham crackers, just
make the filling and re-
frigerate it. It’s good all
on its own, or you could
put the filling out as a dip
with graham crackers on

the side if you wanted a
smaller dessert option.

No matter what, you
can’t go wrong with a
yummy homemade
dessert that you can make
with almost no effort so
you can go out and enjoy
time with family and
friends.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now. She

doesn’t claim to be an ex-
pert in the kitchen but

loves to try new recipes.
You can reach her at 

lindsey@clarionpaper.com
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Firework tents in Newton have busy Fourth

To some people, the
Fourth of July just means
getting together with fam-
ily to share a meal and
have a quiet holiday. For
others, it's a time to buy
fireworks and watch them
sprinkle their pretty colors
against the evening sky.

For the latter, there
were plenty of choices for
them to purchase fire-
works in Newton, as there
were several profit and
non-profit groups selling
their wares starting
Thursday through July 4.

Friends of Harvey
County ERT Inc. had a lo-
cation in the Family Video
parking lot on Main
Street. Harvey County
Emergency Response
Team personnel formed
the group to fund the
county's SWAT team, as
they face funding restric-
tions from the city and
county, said Jeff Van
Horn, deputy with the
Harvey County Sheriff's
Office.

“This has been our only
fundraiser for the past
four years,” Van Horn said

Thursday, June 30. “We
usually sell out. […] Hope-
fully, the rain stops so we
can continue that streak.”

He said they had items
for big kids and little kids
and things in between.

Harvey County ERT

Inc.'s board members in-
clude current and former
members, as well as
spouses.

Buying fireworks that
evening was the
father/daughter duo of
Harley Decker, 2, and her

father Esteven Decker.
Esteven purchased for his
daughter a backpack full
of items for girls.

“She gets it every year,”
he said. “Pretty safe stuff
every year. She likes
sparklers.”

Another large fireworks

tent, run by Wholesale
Fireworks, was on Merid-
ian in the old Dock 44
parking lot. It was run by
manager Colton Bird, his
wife and his best friend.

The stand had a best-
selling large item.

“It would probably be

the Excalibur,” Bird said.
“It's an artillery shell as-
sortment.”

Their best-selling small
item was Speed Balls.

“They almost look like a
firecracker, and when you
light them, they zip
away,” he said.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Colton Bird, left, manager of the Wholesale Fireworks tent in Newton,
helps customer Max Musser of Newton on Saturday morning. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Amber Phenneger, 7, right, looks up at Anniyah Phenneger, both of Newton, while shopping for fireworks
Thursday, June 30, at the Friends of Harvey County ERT Inc. tent on Main Street in Newton.

You’ll pine for this no-bake cheesecake

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
No-bake pineapple cheesecake comes together quickly for that last-minute summer get-together.



Floods washed out roads
and closed parks during
the Fourth of July week-
end.

A deluge of rain, more
than five inches in parts of
the county, fell on already
soaked ground July 2,
swelling creeks and rivers
in the county past flood
stages. 

Gary Denny, director
of Harvey County Emer-
gency Management, said
flood monitors across the
county recorded water-
ways exceeding flood levels
by Sunday and Monday.

“Majority of these ex-
ceeded minor flooding,”
Denny said. 

Kass Miller, director of
Harvey County Parks, said
that normally the Little
Arkansas runs at less than
300 cubic feet per second. 

On Monday at 1 p.m.,
the river was running at
7,400 cubic feet per sec-
ond, about 25 times more
than normal flow. 

At Halstead, the Little
Arkansas crested at 26.72
feet on Tuesday, almost
two feet above flood stage.
The record highest obser-
vation at the location was
27 feet 2 inches. The situa-
tion was exacerbated by
rainfall to the north and
west.

“We were really im-
pacted by the water com-
ing down from McPherson
County,” Denny said. 

Water jumped banks of
waterways, especially in
the west and south ends of
the county. 

Routes into Sedgwick
and Halstead were im-
passable in many cases. 

Jim Meier, superintend-
ent of the County Road
and Bridge Department,
said he nearly ran out of
barricades from closing
roads. He said crews just
moved them from north to
south in the county as the
flood waters made their
way through. 

For Miller and the parks
department, it was like
deja vu.

“It was a tough holiday
weekend,” he said.
“Again.”

Rains during Memorial
Day forced parks to close
on that weekend as well.
On the Fourth of July
weekend, the parks de-
partment had to evacuate
West Park on Sunday. 

“It was the right deci-
sion,” Miller said. “By
Monday morning, it was
underwater. I've never
seen so much water at
West Park. There would
have been no getting in or
out. Some were refusing to
leave. Derek had to get a
little firm with them to get
them to go.”

Miller said he believes
some roads in the park
have been damaged or
washed away. He has no
idea if any of the build-
ings in the park have been

damaged, however. 
He said the parks de-

partment has been unable
to survey the park by
boat. 

“Derek tried to get there
in the row boat, but the
current was too strong,”
he said.

Miller said the event
made for some harrowing
moments like deterring
fishermen trying to take
advantage of the flooding
for good fishing and a
woman standing by the
flooded river waiting for
her friends to come back
upstream by boat.

“We ran across the park
to find them,” Miller said.
After returning to the lo-
cation of the woman, she
was gone, and Miller said
he believed her to have
left downstream to pick
up her friends.
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July 14, 2016, 6:30 p.m.
Meridian Center

1420 E Broadway Ct, Newton, Kansas
The Newton Now newspaper and the Newton Chamber of Commerce 

will host a legislative forum in which candidates from both parties 
will be presenting their views and political stances. 

Harvey County Sheriff candidates, State candidates for House 
District 72, and Senate District 31 candidates will be in attendence.
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Soggy Fourth makes for tough holiday
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
A man fishes on a precarious perch next to the Little Arkansas as the
river continues to erode away the land next to it. The river rose past
flood stage in many places during the Fourth of July weekend. 
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Open SATURDAYS until 5
@ KRANZ MOTORS
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Presented At Time 

Of Service!

that has all the right ingredients: 
Friendly, helpful service from people you know.

Stop by today and let us show 
you how we can help!
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DISCOUNT!

Canton puppy mill lands on
‘Horrible Hundred’ society list

In the U.S. Humane So-
ciety report “The Horrible
Hundred 2016: a Sam-
pling of Problem Puppy
Mills in the United
States,” 14 Kansas puppy
mills landed on the list,
including nine “repeat of-
fenders,” the closest near
Canton.

According to the Caring
Hands Humane Society in
Newton, puppy mills
cause far reaching physi-
cal and emotional damage
to the animals.

“We have seen animals
come in with maladies
that were untreated,” Car-
ing Hands marketing and
fundraising coordinator
Randy Stephenson said.
“Animals come in fearful
and frightened and have
to be acclimated into good
loving homes in very diffi-
cult situations because of
the treatment they receive
in puppy mills.”

Puppy mills, according
to the U.S. Humane Soci-
ety, are “an inhumane,
commercial dog-breeding
facility in which the
health of the dogs is disre-
garded in order to main-
tain a low overhead and
maximize profits.”

Animals are often not
provided adequate shelter
from the elements, clean
living conditions and are
not given veterinary care.
When the puppies are sold
off to a pet store, they can
have a list of medical
problems stemming from
a lack of medical care, im-
proper breeding, physical
and emotional abuse, or
all of the above.

“Often what happens is
that otherwise reputable
businesses that do carry
puppies end up getting
their dogs from puppy
mills and may not be
aware of the medical is-
sues they may have and

adopt them to well mean-
ing people who then dis-
cover they then have a lot
of medical issues to han-
dle afterwards,” Stephen-
son said. 

While puppy mills exist
throughout the country,
Kansas is in the top three
with Missouri and Iowa
for the most puppy mills
making the list. Closest to
Newton were facilities in
Canton, El Dorado, and
Burns. And while there
were 14 puppy mills from
Kansas making the Hu-
mane Society’s 2016 list,
there aren’t a lot of regu-
lations or resources to en-
force the regulations that
do exist. Most of the dogs
Caring Hands receives are
not directly from the state
after removing animals
from a property. But they
do receive dogs from third
parties after purchasing
dogs and finding symp-
toms of coming from a
puppy mill.

When the dogs arrive at
Caring Hands, the reha-
bilitation process takes
time.

“We have volunteers
that come in and walk the
dogs, hold the dogs, care
for the dogs,” Stephenson
said. “We as employees
have dogs in here. Every
dog has the opportunity to
come into the office and
interact with people on a
much more relaxed nature
than they experienced in
the kennel. Obviously, the
dogs have to be put into a
kennel. That is just the
reality of it. But they are
taken out on walks. They
are brought in and cared
for and played with. Vari-
ous volunteers do that,
and in some cases, they
are taken into foster par-
ent’s homes and accli-
mated that way. A lot of
times, the issue is taking
care of their fear-factor
and the fact that they
have been trained by
rough treatment and neg-
lect to fear humans.
Therefore, they are al-
ready fearful when they
come into this environ-
ment. It is unfortunate
that we can’t do more
than we can.”

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
A dental disease grows in the mouth of a dog found at Dusty Road Ken-
nel in Kansas, which supplied puppies to Hunte Corp. The facility had
USDA violations five years in a row. 

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

Early budget includes tax increase

The county commission
got a chance to see a very
preliminary budget sugges-
tion from staff, which
would include a 1.94 mill
tax increase, at its weekly
commission meeting.

The increase, according
to Assistant County Ad-
ministrator Anthony
Swartzendruber, comes
from paying for some one-
time costs of replacing the
main control panel at the
county jail and starting to
pay for a software change
of the county financial sys-
tems. He said the increase
also seeks to shore up in-
frastructure around the
county and takes into ac-
count a property tax cap
that will be put in place for
the next budget in 2018. 

The commissioners were
charged to go home, go
through the suggested
budget, and look for
changes and suggestions
before an upcoming all-day
budget workshop. 

The budget is still a long
way from set and won't be
settled on until July 25.
For context, however, a
1.94 mill increase would
amount to around $22
more a year in taxes for a
$100,000 residential prop-
erty. 

On top of the tax in-
crease, the county budget
would also get a financial
boost due to property eval-
uations in the county in-
creasing by 1.76 percent. 

The topic of the property
evaluation increase
prompted a lengthy discus-
sion on the upcoming prop-
erty tax cap for 2018, put
in place by the Kansas
Legislature. 

Had the new property
tax cap been in place this

year, the
county would
have had to
cut its taxes
back by .53
mills instead
of any possi-
ble increases
or it would
have trig-
gered a public vote. 

Swartzendruber said
that's because the county
would have only been able
to raise its revenues by
around $40,000 before ex-
ceeding a rate of inflation
set by the consumer price
index. 

After exceeding that
rate, the county would
have had to have a public
vote, which would have
cost around $23,000. 

“The point we're trying
to emphasize is you can
only increase your revenue
by $40,000, but the in-
crease in expenses to main-
tain every year is more
that that,” Swartzendruber
said. 

Commissioner Randy
Hague expressed dissatis-
faction with the looming
cap. 

“How does this work?”
he said. “They [health in-
surance companies] can go
up 20 percent on our costs,
but we can't exceed .125
percent?”

Commissioner Ron Kre-
hbiel also expressed his
distaste for the cap, saying
that such a cap would con-
tinue to force the county to
cut services.

“Who's going to benefit
from this thing and the tax
lid?” he asked.

“It's just a postcard item
for those up for election,”
County Clerk Rick Piepho
responded.  

County Administrator
John Waltner told commis-
sioners this would be the
reality on budgets for the
future unless elected offi-

cials change. 
“The endgame for many

in the legislature is to force
you to do less and to do
less with less money,” he
said. “That continues to be
the mantra and it res-
onates with voters.”

In other news:
• Krehbiel said he de-

bated not attending the
county commission meet-
ing, due to the flooding
near his home. He said on
Sunday the only way to
leave his home near Bur-
rton would have been by a
four-wheeler across a pas-
ture. 

“I think there's more
roads underwater out
there than we got out of
water,” he said of the Alta
Township. 

•Commissioner Randy
Hague contributed 50
cents to the County Com-
mission Cuss Jar. Commis-
sioner Chip Westfall made
commissioner Hague put a
quarter in the cuss jar for
swearing the week before.
Hague pulled out two
quarters and tossed them
into the jar. “How about
this” he said. “Damn, I
thought you'd forget.”

• Sales tax revenues in-
creased for the second
quarter compared to last
year. Sales tax receipts
grew to $1.182 million up
2.76 percent from last
quarter. 

• The commission ap-
proved paying $254,724 for
its weekly bills.

• All commissioners
were in attendance. 

• The commission had
two executive sessions.
One was to discuss finan-
cial affairs and economic
development issues relat-
ing to confidential data
with the county clerk,
county attorney, county
appraiser, register of
deeds, and county admin-
istrator. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Waltner

The Newton Police De-
partment is looking into
a report of a rape at the
Days Inn in Newton at
100 Manchester that took

place June 28. 
According to Newton

Police Detective Mike
Yoder, a third party re-
ported a rape of a female
victim by a male suspect

at 11:40 p.m. that night. 
Few details into the

case were available, but
Yoder said they were im-
mersed in the investiga-
tion.

Newton Police Department investigating possible rape
NEWTON NOW STAFF



Residents in the Harvey
County Homeless Shelter
are caring and quite help-
ful. They're not dirty and
needy, as some people
stereotype them.

That's according to Amy
Sneary, shelter volunteer
coordinator/bookkeeper.

For instance, Sneary
said one resident kept
busy by cleaning the linen
closet.

“She was bored, and her
kids were playing,” so she
cleaned the closet, which
took at least three hours,
Sneary said.

People go to the home-
less shelter for a variety of
reasons, and they have a
range of emotions going
there, including the chil-
dren. In order to welcome
children as residents, the
homeless shelter is search-
ing for a group that will
put together “Bags of
Love” for toddlers, older
children and teens.

“This is just something
to make the kids feel wel-
come,” Sneary said. “I
don't want them to be
ashamed, scared or embar-
rassed, and I'm the one
doing this, and I would
probably be the one to
greet them.”

She plans to get on their
level and tell the kids she's
glad they're there.

The bags will have three
or four items for each kid,
and a group that wants to
be responsible for this can
bring extra supplies. Teens
might receive things like
hygiene products and
notepads. Sneary has been
assembling a variety of
items for the bags, which
will have happy messages
written on them; she pur-
chased them on sale or at
other good prices. For in-
stance, she bought 18
bathtub floaty boats for
$2.49 from the clearance
aisle in Walgreens, six-
count tissue packages for a
$1 from another store, and
toothbrushes and tooth-
paste. There's also Hot
Wheels and sunglasses for
kids. Even Sneary's daugh-
ter, Lexi Sneary, 7, do-
nated some of her toys that
are in good condition.

Sometimes, families ar-
rive at the shelter with
nothing except the clothes
on their backs.

“Things we take for
granted,” Sneary said
about what might be in the
bags. “A child might not
own a comb or a tooth-
brush, so having these
bags when they come in—
it's the gesture of we don't
know what they're going
through. We don't know
what is going on in their
mind. Their house could've

burned down, and they
could've lost everything.
They may have been
evicted because, say Dad
lost his job, and they could-
n't pay rent anymore. […]
We don't know what's
going on in their head.
They're probably scared. I
just feel like giving the a
little bag of something spe-
cial that is their own, that
belongs to them, may put a
smile of their face, and
there also will be a card in
there.”

Sneary said she loves
kids and hopes these bags
can brighten their day.

“If some little girl opens
this and finds this,”
Sneary said, waving a
Hello Kitty ring, “it may
just make her day.”

The shelter will take do-
nations for the bags, as
well as any other gifts,
since they operate by dona-
tion.

One man brought about
$100 worth of Hot Wheels
to the shelter.

“I have no idea who he
was,” Sneary said. “He was
a gift sent from God. […]
We get no government
funding whatsoever.”

They pay their own bills,
like rent, water and staff
wages, and they are a non-
profit 501(c)3.

“Nothing is too little,”
Sneary said about dona-
tions. “My daughter
wanted to donate a quar-
ter.”

Their No. 1 need is
monthly monetary dona-
tions, as they're totally
supported by churches,
businesses and individuals
in the area.

“It costs approximately
$20 per night to feed,

house and provide case
management for one per-
son,” a news release
stated.

Other needed items in-
clude lunch food, such as
sliced sandwich bread,
lunch meat, sliced cheese,
mayonnaise, Miracle
Whip, mustard, snack
items and fresh fruit.
They also need cleaning
supplies, trash bags, dia-
pers (preferably size 4 or
5), boxed or bagged cereal,
coffee, creamer, sugar and
forever postage stamps.
They don't need wet
wipes.

Those who wish to do-
nate monthly can pledge a
variety of levels. The
Bronze Level is $20 a
month, which provides
“one night of hope and
healing per month,” and
the Silver Level is $60 per
month and provides three
nights per month, accord-
ing to a news release.

“For only a $20 gift, you
can provide one night's
shelter, food and hope for
one person,” the release
stated.

The shelter also accepts
other items, from laundry
supplies to other foods to
non-alcoholic medication
to office supplies and new
clothing. They have an en-
tire sheet listing what
they accept. For more in-
formation, call the shelter
at 316-283-7711 or e-mail
info@HCHS-KS.com.
Items can be brought to
the shelter at 900 W.
Broadway, Building 7 in
Newton. The shelter also
can use volunteers, and
many churches in the area
take turns bringing or
finding people to take din-

ners to the shelter.
The homeless shelter

isn't just a place to lay
one's head and find shel-
ter.

“We're a 90-day pro-
gram,” Sneary said. “Dur-
ing that 90 days, we're
going to help them find
the resources they need to
become a productive mem-
ber of the community.”

This can include coun-
seling or therapy, Sneary

said, and she added they
don't allow residents to
have alcohol or drugs in
their systems, so if they
fail urine analysis or alco-
hol tests, they're asked to
leave.

“We're a family environ-
ment, and we're willing to
help those in need,” she
said. “We want it to be
safe.”

The local shelter is
unique.

“We are one of the only
homeless shelters in
Kansas that provides shel-
ter in the same facility for
men, women and chil-
dren,” Sneary said. “They
need to work together as a
family. That is something
Harvey County should be
proud of. If there's a need,
we're investing in that
family. If the family has a
need, we're taking the
whole family in as a unit.”
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Grandpa’s
Computers 
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Newton, KS
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• New & used desktop and 
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Harvey County Homeless Shelter operates through gifts
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
TOP: Harvey County Homeless Shelter volunteer Leann Toews, left, talks to Amy Sneary, volunteer coordina-
tor/bookkeeper, Wednesday night, June 29, in the shelter's kitchen. 
LEFT: These inspirational words are written on the Harvey County Homeless Shelter's stairs.

NORTH NEWTON —
Kidron Bethel Village
had a good-sized crowd
turn out for its Fireworks
Extravaganza held July
Fourth. 

The free event featured
ice cream, watermelon,
snacks, hot dogs and
games followed by live
music and a large fire-
works display in the
evening.

“We had a great turn
out last night of about
2,000 people,” said Mor-
gan Redding, director of
communications for
Bluestem communities.

Kidron fireworks show draws crowd
NEWTON NOW STAFF

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Kidron Bethel Village residents Willy Penner, Vern Bowers and Linda
Koppes volunteered to serve homemade ice cream at the Fireworks Ex-
travaganza on July 4. They served 25 gallons.
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Imean let's face it. Utility rates
in Newton are high. When talk-
ing about the draws for the

town, no one says, “Come to New-
ton. If you save water, you may pay
only $90 a month on your utility bill
as a single person.”

Yet, Newtonians had free bulky
item pickup. Take a fridge, toss it
on the curb and with a phone call, it
would disappear. Sofas, ovens,
beds, cabinets, you name it—the
city would pick it up. Free. 

A storm would come, and I, my-
self, would put my limbs by the
curb and make a call. 

And then. They took it away. 
Oh, hell hath no fury as people

who lose their free bulky item
pickup service. 

Does it matter that it still only
costs $10? 

No. 
We might not have had much,

but the city picked our junk up for
free. And that counted for some-
thing.

I had an idea writing the story
that some people might be a bit un-
happy with the decision change. 

I posted the article on a few of the
local Facebook forums. 

It was less than a minute before

the first upset comment was lodged.
Followed by a firestorm of wailing
and gnashing of teeth. 

A good many of the comments we
couldn't even print, their language
so salty, their hearts so fiery about
$10 bulky item pickups.

Some threatened to dump trash
in the park. Others to leave junk in
their yard.

Now we have until September to
take advantage of the service while
it's free. 

And this, people, is why we can't
have nice things. 

So costs for our beloved bulky
item pickup have been rising over
the years.

Currently the service costs
$70,000 annually to operate. 

Adding to those costs are some
jamokes who literally haul in large
tires from other counties just to
abuse the system or contractors
who do the same thing with large
equipment tires. 

Those tires cost hundreds of dol-
lars to the city to dispose. 

And then there are some tree
trimmers who, after cutting down a
tree, decide to just use the city's
free pick up service instead of haul-
ing.

A good system got abused. And so
some corrections were made. The
people who are mad at the city
ought to be equally as made at the
people who drove up the prices and
ruined a good service for everyone. 

Still, if I have any furniture or
items I think I'm going to get rid of,
they'll be on the curb before Sep-
tember 1. 

I plan on getting my money's
worth for that one time my toilet
broke and ran over the weekend
and pushed my utility bill up $150.

Adam Strunk is the Newton Now
managing editor. He can be reached

at 316-281-7899 or adam@harvey-
countynow.com.

People loved free bulky-item pickup
Columns

Editorial
Get out, get informed

at candidate forum

This is a topic that concerns
everyone in the United
States. It concerns women

because we wear them, and it con-
cerns men because they have to
hear us gripe about finding the
right size, how uncomfortable they
are, how expensive good ones are,
etc., etc. Men have to see hand-
washed bras hanging from the
shower curtain as they slowly dry.

I'm talking about bras. Yes, the
old brassiere.

Finally, at the age of (blah,
blah—not revealing that!), I've
found some that actually fit me.
Sometime after Christmas 2015, I
was in the mood to buy some that
fit. I'd been getting the kind that
are sold in small, medium and
large sizes, which now I don't
think is a good idea. Not much
support for “the girls” there. I
know guys can buy jock straps (I'm
trying to be an equal-opportunity
undergarment writer) in smalls,
mediums and larges, but I don't
think that's a good idea for us gals.

So, I did the measuring like one
website stated. I got the bust and
band measurements and sub-
tracted here and there and came
out with a measurement that was
supposed to work. Well, it didn't.
The underwires dug into my body,
causing it to rub and hurt. My
boyfriend had to hear about that. I
bought those at JC Penney in
Manhattan and returned them to
the JC Penney in Wichita. 

With bras, we have to find the
bra size and cup size. And it's con-
fusing.

This is how www.soma.com says
to do it, “Measure loosely around
the fullest part of your bust, with
the tape straight across and
around your back, bringing it to
the front. 2. Subtract your band
measurement (from step 1) from
this bust measurement. The differ-
ence calculates your bra size—
each inch represents a cup size.”
Does that make sense to anyone?
It doesn't to me.

When I was shopping for bras in
Manhattan, my sister suggested I
go to Victoria's Secret in the mall
there, but I didn't. I thought they
were too expensive. She said they
even measure you. 

After I returned the ill-fitting
evil torture devices to JC Penney
at Towne East, I headed over to
Victoria's Secret. They were hav-
ing their semi-annual sale at the
time, and the place was packed.
One of my sons was with me, but
he decided to go shop somewhere
else. Who wants to be in Victoria's
Secret with his mom?

So, I found out their customer
service is excellent. One worker

there introduced herself to me and
brought me to someone who could
measure me. She got the measure-
ment and had me try on a few of
their bras. The first one I tried on
fit perfectly! I could hear angels
singing. The heavens opened up.
(Not really.) But I had this won-
derful fitted feeling like I've never
had before.

They say most women are wear-
ing the wrong-sized bra. I was one
of those women. I always thought
Victoria's Secret just had sexy-
looking bras, the kind I don't re-
ally like. However, they also have
the workhorse, pretty kind, in a
line called Body by Victoria. That's
more my speed. And, yes, they are
more expensive than other bras,
but I have four now, and I'd rather
have four that fit, are well made
and will last longer than four
cheaper ones that stretch out and
don't fit.

Their customer service was ex-
cellent. They helped me so much,
and I really appreciated it. They
fetched things for me when I
needed them. I felt like a queen,
and I enjoyed being waited on
hand and foot.

Now if there was a bra store in
Newton, I would have tried that
place first. But there isn't. So, I
needed to go out of town.

My advice to all the gals out
there—go to Victoria's secret and
get measured and try some on. It
won't hurt. I promise.

Wendy Nugent is the features ed-
itor at Newton Now.

Get support in finding support
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In our experience the simpler you make a process, the
more likely you'll have people participate. 

We want citizens to be as informed as possible for con-
tested local elections this year. 

So we figured the simplest way to help people get in-
formed would be to get the elections' candidates to-
gether in one room to give their stances and answer
questions. 

We partnered with the Newton Area Chamber of
Commerce to host a candidate forum at 6:30 p.m. July
14 at the Meridian Center. And we hope it will provide a
great and convenient opportunity for Harvey County
residents to size up candidates in the contested state
house and senate races, as well as our local sheriff's
race. We'll have forums for all three.

After another tumultuous year in the state house, all
legislators are up for re-election, and many find them-
selves up in contested races, including Senator Carolyn
McGinn and Representative Marc Rhoades.

Control for the Kansas House and Senate could be up
for grabs this year between the ultraconservative wing
of the GOP and the moderate coalition formed by mod-
erate Republicans and Democrats. 

Both local elections offer voters a referendum on their
elected officials and their actions, including a variety of
hot button issues like Kansas tax policy, education fi-
nance, Medicaid expansion, and the overall state of the
state. 

Incumbents in both races as well as their challengers
will be there to present their view on such issues and to
answer questions about future service to the state at the
forum. We'll also take a few questions from the audi-
ence.

Sheriff’s candidates will also be on hand to speak and
answer questions about where they'd like to take the of-
fice. 

The candidates will have large shoes to fill, following
the departure of the charismatic T. Walton.  The posi-
tion is important. It governs the county's approach to
law enforcement, the management of the jail and the of-
fice's cooperation and assistance with other depart-
ments such as the Newton Police Department. 

The sheriff has a large staff and budget to manage.
With increasingly tighter budgets, it will be important
to have a sheriff competent at navigating such issues. 

The sheriff also serves as the face of Harvey County
and a leader in response to crisis. We saw that first
hand with the Excel tragedy Newton experienced earlier
this year. 

It's sometimes hard to know what you're getting when
you vote for a sheriff's candidate, and it's worrisome if
such an important election would come down to the
amount of yard signs or a letter behind a name. So we're
hoping the forum will help answer questions attendees
have. 

We've had invaluable help or contributions from the
Informed Women of Harvey County, The Harvey County
Independent, The Meridian Center, Newton Medical
Center, Kaye Electric and Vogts Parga Construction. All
of these groups put time and or money into this event,
because they believe voters need to be informed for the
upcoming election. 

We hope this event to be a resource to voters and
something we can continue on in the future. 

So if you want such a resource and opportunity, use
it. Show up July 14. We'd be more than happy to have
you, and it should be an entertaining way to spend a
Thursday night. These elections and our right to vote
are much too important to complete uninformed.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

WENDY’S WORDS

WENDY NUGENT

Say what?
This nation will survive,
this state will prosper, the
orderly business of life will
go forward if only men can
speak in whatever way
given them to utter what
their hearts hold-by voice,
by posted card, by letter, or
by press. Reason has never
failed men. Only force and
repression have made the
wrecks in the world.

William Allen White, 1922
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“You never know the value
of a moment until it be-
comes a memory.” Ah,

the wisdom of Dr. Seuss. 
Memories are made by captur-

ing the emotion and reaction to
small moments. Many potential
memories fade because we are too
worried, too invested in what hap-
pens next to fully absorb what is
happening now.  

This weekend, I will light can-
dles on my birthday cake. A boat-
load of candles. There is
something about these milestone
birthdays that nudge us to be re-
flective.

As I hit the Big 6-5, Dave, who
is, of course, years my senior—
well, at least two years older, and
I are beginning to contemplate our
next chapter.  Think Dave and
Barb’s Next Big Adventure. Hope-
fully, this will be a wonderfully
loooong, rewarding chapter before
we reach that Final Chapter of re-
ally old age. Our story is far from
being scripted, but it is fun to
dream together about possible new
adventures, less structure, fewer
meetings and deadlines. A time
when we will have time to fully
capture the nuances of little mo-
ments that create lasting memo-
ries. 

Looking back, it’s generally been
65 smooth years. I had a blast and
was ridiculously involved on cam-
pus during my college undergradu-
ate years. After grad school, I
traveled around Australia and the
South Pacific for two years; saw

the sights, jumped into that expe-
rience head first. Returning, I set-
tled into a teaching career I
utterly cherished. Fell in love, and
have treasured 35 joyful years of
marriage and a lifetime of happi-
ness and pride as Doc has written
his story. We welcomed Rachel
into our family, and now savor this
new world of grandtwins. Big pic-
ture memories. 

But it isn’t the broad brushed,
general memories that feed our
soul and send endorphins skipping
through our bodies years later.

The memories that become life’s
treasures are those in-the-moment
memories. Those little, specific, in-
timate moments of awareness.
Mom’s reaction when she opened a
gift-wrapped baby doll labeled, “To
Grandma Lois.” The eye-contact
and wide mouthy smile that first
signaled our grandson acknowl-
edged I was someone special in his
world.  

I will never forget moving into
my flat in Charters Towers,
Queensland, and being awakened

by a cat-sized black bush rat in
bed with me.  I cherish the time a
student tossed a copy of To Kill A
Mockingbird on my desk, and at-
tempted to be nonchalant when he
said, “There. First time I ever read
a book from cover to cover. Hope
you’re happy.”  Yes, Steven, I was
very happy!  I’ll never forget the
night Justin woke me up to tell me
he had gotten a speeding ticket
after a high school football game. I
remember praying, “Thank you,
God. It is good to know our son is
comfortable and willing to be hon-
est with us.”

Specific, detailed memories
shape our lasting life stories.  

As time and priorities shift in
the coming years, I am committed
to actively creating memories. Liv-
ing in the moment. No more just
letting life happen. That means do
more, plan less. Take more photos,
polish fewer floors. Less fear, more
adventure. Fewer have-to’s, more
want-to’s. Things break. Jobs end.
Health slips away. But the mem-
ory of engaged activities and rela-
tionships bring recurring joy and
comfort. We don’t remember days
or years; we remember moments. 

Life is short. Live it. 

Barbara Burns has spent much
of her adult life working with and

for the Newton community in vari-
ous roles and volunteer efforts. She

works for the City of Newton and
shares life with her husband,

Dave, who is an attorney with Size-
more, Burns, & Gillmore, PA.

Big memories come wrapped in moments Drenching rain
doesn’t dampen spirits

Weigh in

We’ve come a long way
since the London games
of 2012, at least when it

comes to how we watch TV. 
As more and more people cut

the cable cord and opt for basic
channels and alternative stream-
ing solutions like Netflix and
Hulu, our viewing habits have
changed. Many people have smart
apps built into their TV, watch
movies and shows on their phones
and tablets, or simply stream con-
tent through their PCs. So it
would only make sense that there
would be multiple options to
watch this summer’s Olympics
other than staying glued to the
tube.

Because, let’s be honest—no-
body really wants to risk a trip
down to Rio with all the woes fac-
ing this year’s travelers. And we
can all watch safely from the com-
fort of our home TVs, PCs and
smartphones using these viewing
options starting Friday, Aug. 5.

On your TV
Yeah, OK, so it’s the 21st cen-

tury and all, but it’s still pretty
easy and convenient for most of us
to just turn on NBC and kick back
for a few hours as we get our track
and field or swimming fix. So, if

you do still prefer TV and cable,
you’ll be happy to know that
NBCUniversal will be airing thou-
sands of hours of Olympic pro-
gramming across its network and
cable channels like NBC, CNBC,
MSNBC, USA, the Golf Channel
and Bravo. Yes, Bravo. 

From your smart device
If you’re like most Americans,

you absorb at least some of your
media from a smart device like an
iPhone or iPad (or Android equiv-
alent). Because, again, it’s the
21st Century. And NBC gets 21st
Century you - it’s why the net-
work will be streaming most of the
Olympics through the free NBC
Sports app, available for download
in the Apple App Store, Google
Play and even the Windows Store.

Note that you may still have to
authenticate a cable subscription
to view some content.

In 4K
Did I mention it’s the 21st cen-

tury already? As more and more
Americans have been moving to
4K televisions, content providers
(like Netflix, for example) have
begun offering 4K video, and NBC
is being generous enough to give
you at least some 4K coverage. I
say some because, according to
their site, NBC will only be
streaming 83 hours of events, in-
cluding the opening and closing
ceremonies and some of the bigger
sports like track, basketball,
swimming and soccer. And 4K
streams will only be offered the
day after the event airs live. 

How will you be viewing this
year’s Olympics? Send us a mes-
sage and let us know if you have
any traditions or interesting ways
you’ll be watching the summer
games. 

Jeremy Jaso is a news writer by
day and a gamer by night. Look

for him on Xbox Live using the
gamertag "Dr Dreso."

Don’t miss a second of the summer Olympics

VOICE FOR THE COMMUNITY

BARBARA BURNS

REWIND

JEREMY JASO

End puppy mills in Kansas
This year the Humane

Society again named a
nearby puppy mill located
by Canton to its “Horrible
Hundred” list. The Hu-
mane Society stated dogs
were left in such a neg-
lected condition that their
claws curled into its foot-
pads. The establishment
has been on the list of
worst puppy mills in the
nation four times, yet still
it remains open. 

This incident calls to
mind the need to cutting
down Kansas puppy mills
because of the neglect and
abuse of the dogs used as
breeders. There is a small
group of us,  the League
for the Abolishment of

Puppy Mills, that have
been meeting locally to
further that need for over
two years. 

We are aware, however,
that this is a remote possi-
bility in Kansas, as these
puppy mills bring in a
very large sum of tax dol-
lars for the state, and by
lumping the puppy mill
regulations into their hus-
bandry statues (Livestock
and Domestic Animals)
the Kansas legislature
gives dog breeders a lot of
latitude to mistreat them. 

Thus, our secondary
goal is to see tougher reg-
ulations to the Kansas Pet
Animal Act, and for more
frequent and tougher in-
spections. While there
exist some regulations re-

quiring basic treatment of
breeder dogs, such as
feeding and crate sizes
(which the USDA requires
to be only inches larger
than the animal they are
housing), there are no reg-
ulations in place to protect
them from abusive treat-
ment or to protect them
from the traumatic man-
ner in which they are han-
dled and bred. Many of
these “licensed breeders”
have 500 dogs or more,
each housed in a small
cage. And with a woefully
insufficient number of
State Inspectors, there is
very little actual oversight
of these puppy mill breed-
ers to enforce what few
regulations do exist. 

With the current finan-

cial state of affairs in
Kansas, we realize this
secondary goal likely
won't happen anytime
soon. Therefore, one thing
we can do is educate peo-
ple about where all those
cute puppies in the store
actually do come from,
and to encourage adoption
from a shelter or rep-
utable breeder that has
the best interests of the
puppies at heart and who
treats them as pets and
not as livestock.

I think most everyone
would agree that with
their intelligence, sensi-
tivity, and long-standing
attachment to humans,
dogs are not, and should
not be treated, like any
other breeder stock. 

In summary, it is our
desire to increase public
awareness of the harsh re-
alities of animal abuse
and neglect in puppy
mills, and to pursue more
stringent restrictions
upon the treatment of ani-
mals in puppy mills. Sev-
eral of us have fostered
dogs through Caring
Hands that were rescued
from puppy mills. 

Our group has experi-
enced first-hand the phys-
ical and emotional
damage done to these
dogs. Physical animal
abuse gets lots of public-
ity, however a breeding fa-
cility that can have
hundreds of dogs that are
under-nourished, receive
no proper veterinary care,

live in small unsanitary
cages, and are emotionally
and psychologically
abused, goes unnoticed. 

If anyone is interested
in joining this group dis-
cussion, we meet on the
third Thursday of every
month at 6:00p.m. at
Charlies Restaurant. For
additional information,
call Lori Yoder at 316-217-
6767. 

—Submitted by the
League for the Abolish-

ment of Puppy Mills:
David E. Yoder, Harvey

County attorney, Lori
Yoder, secretary, First
Presbyterian Church,
John Carman, Ph.D.,

Mary Carman, Ph.D., and
Kathy Pearce, Ph.D.

When it comes to staying young, a mind-lift beats a
face-lift any day. —Marty Bucella 

The timing couldn’t have been worse. As a Kansas
native, I like to think I’m weather-savvy. But
lately it seems that hot and dry begets hot and

dry around here. I settled into the dry 100 degree days.
Exactly how do torrential downpours sneak up on peo-
ple who are so experienced with weather shifts?

A couple of old—they won’t take offense, I’m the
same age—friends and I made plans to drive our happy
music-loving selves to an annual outdoor concert in the
park. We are cut from the same cloth, the lot of us—a
bright primary-
color-based
bolt—manufac-
tured in the ’70s,
crafted in the
’80s. 

And so, in rev-
erence of our
decade of honor,
we had tickets in
hand for Rick
Springfield. Yes,
that’s the one.
Noah Drake, MD.
The guy in love
with his best friend’s girl. The one who warned us all,
“Don’t talk to strangers, baby, dont’cha talk.”

As we headed down the road, someone in the car
mentioned in passing about the patchy dark sky ahead
of us. “It isn’t going to rain, is it?” she asked. We
brushed it off with a no, probably not.

And it didn’t. Not a drop. Until we got within 10
miles of the park. A few teasing drips, just enough to
make us groan and search harder for a splinter of blue
sky somewhere above the billowing gray clumps hover-
ing over the highway. 

It was not to be. Instead, this would lead us down a
dirt road behind the park to a grass lot. We lined up
along a tree line with more hopefuls like us, trapped in
our cars as a miniature Niagara Falls force rain
washed away our hopes of a night of music under the
stars. Woe was us.

Watching the radar became more depressing, so we
threw our chances to fate and during a brief let-up,
hauled our blankets and chairs across the wet grass
lots, down wet winding sidewalks, through a wet entry
gate and into the wet and muddy park area. 

Did I mention mud? 
Have you seen the images of Woodstock in the rain

and sludge? It was kind of like that without the half-
million people, drugs, trampling and naked people. OK,
it was nothing like Woodstock, but my shoes got ruined
and I felt mud squishing between my toes for three
hours. 

Now the good news. In spite of an hour or so delay,
the music did start. When the Romantics played “What
I Like About You,” the rain had stopped. When Night
Ranger played “Sister Christian,” the clouds had disap-
peared. And by the time Rick Springfield played
“Human Touch,” a perfect bright moon had been hung
right on top of us. 

Fireworks lit our way back to the car and we headed
back down the even dirtier road until we found the
highway again. 

All was well, I thought. A fun show with some fun
people. A quick ride home, slightly later than my nor-
mal Saturday bedtime, but still... a night for the mem-
ory book. 

If I had intended to travel back in time, it wasn’t
going to end when we pulled into the driveway at 1:25
a.m. My ride dropped me off and there I stood at my
back door, hair flat, feet bare, holding my ruined
muddy sandals, a purse strapped around my neck and
a folding chair as long as I am slung over my shoulder.
And a locked door.

I knew what I was going to have to do. But not a sin-
gle part of me wanted to do it. In that moment, a sur-
real feeling of being 16 washed over me. I had broken
curfew and been locked out of my house. 

I slowly pulled out my phone and texted my daughter
with a time stamp of 1:29 a.m. “I’m locked out. Sorry.” I
shut the phone down as a slight irrational fear of being
reprimanded came over me. Two more texts and two
phone calls brought no response. 

Then reality hit me. She’s not going to wake up. I am
a 40-something mother of two who, after a night of par-
tying with her friends, is seriously considering sleeping
in her car because she’s locked out of her own house.  

I had enough time to open my car door, sit down and
sigh. Then the phone lit up. 

“Coming.”
I felt so guilty. And relieved. Maybe part of me felt

like a teenager again. Until my own teenager opened
the door, silently turned back around and went back to
bed. I felt a little older then.

Still, I wonder who’s playing next year.

Shelley Plett is a graphic designer for the Free Press
and Kansas Publishing Ventures. She can be reached at

shelley@hillsborofree press.com.

PARTS OF SPEECH

SHELLEY PLETT

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com
We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-

nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words.
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said.
Now, Nuñez said he doesn’t

want his stuff back.
“I knew this kind of thing

was happening in Newton, and
I was hoping it wasn’t me, but
it was,” he said, adding he’s left
his garage open for years with
nothing happening.

So Nuñez called the police
and reported the crime.

“I said, ‘Why is this happen-
ing?’” Nuñez said. “[…] I just
hope that the tools they took,
they can put to good use. That’s
my feeling. It don’t do no good
to be mad, because it’s disturb-
ing. It’s not as bad as when
someone comes in the house
and takes everything.”

Nuñez said he says a prayer
every morning, which helps
him not get mad when things
happen.

“This gets me through the
day—something comes up, you
know how to stay cool,” he said.

The prayer goes like this,
“Eternal God, in whom mercy is
endless and the treasury of
compassion—inexhaustible,
look kindly upon us, that in dif-
ficult moments we might not
despair nor become despondent,
but with great confidence sub-
mit ourselves to Your holy will
which is love and mercy itself.”

Throughout the years, Nuñez
most likely has been able to put
this prayer to use, as he started
working after graduating from
Newton High School in 1944.
First, he worked for Boeing in
Wichita for a year and a half.

“When I left Boeing, I was
making $1.08 an hour,” he
said.

Then, he worked for the
Newton ice plant, where he
made less—55 cents an hour.
He stayed with this job for 22
years until he noticed refriger-
ation cars coming in on the
Santa Fe, and he knew changes
were coming.

Eggs still were in demand, so
he worked at Hurst Products,
an egg plant that separated
yolks. He was a maintenance
man there for four years.

“I got a little tired of that,
and they had an opening at
Hesston Corporation,” Nuñez
said, adding he was employed
there for 15 years about 20
years ago. While there, he
worked on heating and air.

At one point, he was laid off;

he still did the same thing on
contract, however.

For a long time, Nuñez has
been working in heating and
air conditioning, and he said
now he’s teaching a fellow
about heating and air.

“Now I hibernate,” he said. “I
go out once in a great while. […
] I don’t do much like I used to
anymore.”

Nuñez has worked for local
landlord Jim Roupp for about
six or seven years, he said.

Nuñez said he did a lot of
“decorating” for Roupp, which
included sheetrock work, paint-
ing and whatever else needed
done, like installing units.

One day, Nuñez just quit. It
was time.

“He was a good man to work
for,” Nuñez said. “One thing I
liked working for him is he

trusted you.”
Roupp has an equally high

opinion of Nuñez.
“Mr. Fix-It can fix anything,”

Roupp said. “He retired some-
thing like 10 years ago. His
wife said, ‘You’re 80; you need
to quit.' […] Everybody loves
Willie. I want people to know
Willie is the neatest guy I ever
had working for me. He’s a spe-
cial guy, I can tell you. I just
wish he hadn’t got old on me.”

It appears people aren’t
happy Nuñez is retiring.

“They won’t let me retire,” he
said. “People think I oughta go
on forever.”

Information
If anyone has any informa-

tion related to this case, con-
tact the Newton Police
Department at 316-284-6030.

TOOLS
From Page 1

than four years prior. 
Newton Police Chief Eric

Murphy explained that the
office has had difficulty
hiring staff to replace de-
partures or retirements
and has to prioritize where
it uses police officers. Basi-
cally, fewer police officers
to dispatch means fewer
officers able to patrol and
monitor traffic. 

"The patrol division
struggled once again with
manpower issues during
the course of the year,"
Murphy wrote in his re-

port. "A total of five certi-
fied officers left during the
year. This type of short-
age, all at one time, con-
tinues to pose an extreme
challenge as it requires a
minimum of nine months
to identify, hire and train
an individual to fill a pa-
trol position.”

While citations have
trended down over the last
five years, arrests in New-
ton have not. 

The number of arrests
has jumped by 18.5 per-
cent to 2,071 in 2015. Ju-
venile arrests during the
same time period in-
creased by 15 percent to
239.

TICKETS
From Page 1

goal increased to three
then 10.

After a number of local
media outlets picked up
her story, she said mem-
bers of the public came
forward to donate, and she
received an estimated
$490. She also got some
help and was able to buy
fireworks at a discount
from the stand operated
by the Friends of Harvey
County Emergency Re-
sponse Team.

"We really want to do
this again next year," she
said. "We're going to sit
down after this and think
of other opportunities we
could do. I just want peo-
ple to know they can do
stuff, too. I want to en-
courage people to get out
there and give and then do
that again."

The story started Fri-
day, when Hammond
went shopping for fire-
works. She was given $50
to spend on fireworks and
had a problem.

She had $20 leftover.
Hammond said she

started thinking about
how easy it was for her to
get fireworks but for how
many people in need, such
fun is a luxury item.

So she decided to use
the leftover money to buy
fireworks for a family who
couldn't afford them.

She said she was moti-
vated by a need to try and
reach out to other people.

“I’m a Christian," she
said. "I've been in a Bible
study. I'm trying to get
better in my faith."

She posted in “What's
Happening in Newton,” a
popular local Facebook
group where people ex-
change information, and
that's when the messages
started coming in asking
for help.

“A lot of people just told
me their stories,” she said.

After seeing her post, a
family friend chipped in
another $100 allowing her
to buy fireworks for three
more families.

She said those who she
said she could help were

very grateful.
“I had one person say, ‘I

just want my kids to have
the same experience as
everyone else,’” she said.

With names in hand,
eventually she was put in
contact with Newton Po-
lice Lt. Bryan Hall, who
took vacation time to run
a fireworks stand to
fundraise for the Harvey
County Emergency Re-
sponse Team.

“I was struck in the first
few minutes by her char-
acter,” Hall said. “I saw
her heart in my heart, be-
cause she wanted to help
people, and I try to help
people. I happened to be
in the place to help out
myself, so I thought ab-
solutely.”

Hall said he was im-
pressed that Hammond
didn't think in terms of
rich or poor but that
everyone should be able to
enjoy the holiday.

Hall, who is no stranger
to organizing community
outreach, asked Ham-
mond her goals with the
fireworks project.

She told him she
wanted to help those in
need, and he told her to
start with something
achievable.

“I said, ‘Let's start with
a goal for 10 kids,’” Hall
said.

She was on hand pick-
ing out fireworks Friday
afternoon with her mother
Mindy and a friend. She
selected Roman candles,
sparklers and other small
fireworks to fill the bas-
ket.

Her mother looked on
proudly.

“It's just unbelievable
that I can raise a daugh-
ter at 16 that can go out
and do things like this on
her own initiative,” Mindy
said.

Hammond, for her own
part, didn't really want
the story to be about her.
She just had a simple
message: Help each other.

“A lot of people are
telling me I'm doing a
great thing, but I just
started with $50. We're
not a very large commu-
nity. It's not hard for ways
to help each other out.”

HOLIDAY
From Page 1

The Newton Fire and
EMS Department re-
ported a relatively quiet
Fourth of July. 

From when people
could start shooting fire-
works until Tuesday,
Dept. Fire Chief Scott
Metzler of the Newton
Fire Department said it
responded to an average

number of calls, and only
four of them were fire-
works related. 

“We had a couple of
nuisance fires, one was a
dumpster, one was a
bucket and one was a
plastic trash container.”

Metzler said the de-
partment didn't treat
anyone's injuries, though
he didn't know if the hos-
pital had any walk ins.

Newton Fire/EMS 
reports quiet Fourth

NEWTON NOW STAFF

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Alyssa Hamm, left, and Taryn Pittman prepare to get doused Friday. 

There were 360 water balloons
flying through the air Friday
morning, as gray clouds covered
the sky and children launched the
orbs at each other, laughing and
screaming.

This was during Discovery
Camp offered by the Newton Ac-
tivity Center for kids ages 5
through 12.

“I like it because we go on other
field trips that are going to water
parks,” camper Race Davis said
about camp. “I like water parks.”

Another camper also enjoys the
water part of camp.

“I like the swimming pool,”
Vance Thomas said.

On Friday as part of camp,
youth played water games outside,
including one where they formed
three lines and passed wet
sponges back and forth through
the lines.

For the water balloon fight,
there were a variety of colors of
the stretchy orbs of fun used.
Camp leaders used a device that
screws into the end of a hose that
has a bunch of balloons attached
to it that fills the balloons rapidly
when the water is turned on. Each
one has 40 balloons. 

“Whoever invented these—ge-
nius,” Audrey Gann, program di-
rector, said. “It used to take hours
and now, 20 minutes, and we're
good.”

Discovery Camp started May 31
and continues to Aug. 12, Gann
said.

“Summer was designed to give
kids a break from school and help
them to try new experiences,” ac-
cording to the activity center's ac-
tivity guide. “Whether your child
wants to play mind-adventure
games, refine sport skills, go fish-
ing or just plain hang, Discovery
Camp will help your child grow
mentally, physically and socially.”

The camp has weekly field trips
and meets from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
weekdays.

Camp has a number of atten-
dees.

“We have been averaging 50,”
Gann said. “Today's smaller, I
think, because of the holiday
weekend.”

Discovery Camp
Newton youth enjoy water games on Friday

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Above: Jonathan Goddard gets wet during Discovery Camp on Friday, July 1, at the Newton
Activity Center. 

Below: Brylie Hendricks, left, and Hayden Kisner take a little break with the rest of the
campers Friday inside before going outside to play water games.

GET MORE AT: HARVEYCOUNTYNOW.COM
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Jane N.
“Ninfa”
Woodward,
81, died Sun-
day, July 3,
2016, at New-
ton Medical
Center. 

She was
born Nov. 11,
1934, in
Gallup, N.M., to Juan
and Rachael (Duran)
Jaramillo. On Nov. 11,
1984, she married Leslie
H. Woodward in Las
Vegas, and he preceded
her in death on Dec. 25,
2006.  Jane lived in
Gallup and worked
nearly 20 years for the
Gallup Housing Author-
ity prior to moving to
Newton in 2000 to be
closer to her family.

She had a love of gar-
dening in the outdoors.
Tending her backyard
flowers and plants
brought her much joy.
She enjoyed watching the
squirrels and birds that
spent time in her gar-
dens. Jane enjoyed shop-
ping, especially at yard
and garage sales, bring-
ing home many treasures
throughout the years.
The most important part
of Jane’s life was her
family. She was a loving
mother, grandmother,
great-grandmother, aunt
and sister, and looked
forward to spending time
and catching up with her

family’s lives.
Jane is sur-

vived by her
daughters,
Lynette and
husband Tony
Mull of Newton
and Toni Wal-
ick of Cleve-
land, Ohio;
sisters, Susan

East of Needles, Calif.,
and Rose Jaramillo of
Gallup, N.M.; brothers,
John, Robert and Louie
Jaramillo, all of Gallup;
four grandchildren; four
great-grandchildren; and
many nieces and
nephews.

She was preceded in
death by her parents,
husband, son, Leonard
McCrory II, brother,
Rudy Jaramillo, and sis-
ter, Bettery Andler.

A gathering and time
of visitation and sharing
with the family will be
6:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday,
July 7, at Petersen Fu-
neral Home in Newton. A
family mass was at 5
p.m. Wednesday, July 6,
at St. Francis Catholic
Church in Gallup. There
will be a private family
interment.

Memorials are sug-
gested to American Dia-
betes Association in care
of Petersen Funeral
Home 215 North Main
Newton, KS, 67114.
www.petersenfamilyfu-
neralhome.com.

JANE ‘NINFA’ WOODWARD
Dorothy E. (Barkman)

Roberts, 91, died Sunday,
July 3, 2016, at Pine Vil-
lage in Moundridge. She
was born April 5, 1925, in
near Lehigh to Jacob and
Lydia (Esau) Barkman.  

During some of her
growing-up years,
Dorothy lived in
Louisiana. She retained a
love of spiritual music
she gained during her
time in Louisiana
throughout her life.
Dorothy worked as a
baker at Dolly Madison
in Emporia and also as a
cook at both the former
Colonial House in Hes-
ston and Lee and Ida’s
restaurants in Emporia,
Newton and Hutchinson.

She was a former resi-
dent of Kidron Bethel Vil-
lage in North Newton.
Dorothy enjoyed tending
her flowers and flower
gardening. She was a life-
long animal lover and
volunteered caring for
animals at the Emporia
Animal Shelter and sup-
ported the Caring Hands
Humane Society in New-

ton. She had a love for all
animals but especially
enjoyed the company of
the many dogs and cats
she had through the
years. Dorothy’s greatest
joy was that of mother
and grandmother. She
greatly looked forward to
spending time with her
daughters and her many
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

Dorothy is survived by
her two daughters, Nikki
and her husband Jim
Besse of Wichita and
Cherie LaGree Yoder and
her husband Orville of
Newton. She is also sur-
vived by eight grandchil-
dren and 21
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her parents and
one sister, Ruby Bark-
man, and one brother,
Jake Barkman Jr.

A funeral service was
at 2:30 p.m. Wednesday,
July 6, at Petersen Fu-
neral Home Chapel in
Newton. Burial will be in
the Halstead City Ceme-
tery, Halstead.

DOROTHY E. ROBERTS

Thursday, July 7
7:30 to 8:30 a.m.—First Thursday Breakfast, Grand

Central, 122 E. Sixth St. Menu includes sausage and
egg scramble, cinnamon roll, bread pudding, fresh fruit
or juice and coffee. Suggested donation is $5.

7:30 to 8:30 p.m.—City Commission agenda review.
City Hall.

3 to 5 p.m.—Teen Book Talk. Teens in Honors or AP
English are invited to discuss the required summer
reading “Animal Farm” and “Of Mice and Men” at the
Newton Public Library. 

7 p.m.—Teen Youth Leaders in Kansas. Lead, advo-
cate, make a difference. The goal of YLinK is to improve
life for ages 12-18 with mental health issues living in
our community. Bring an adult ally. Newton Public Li-
brary.

7 p.m.-- John Robb speaks about school finance to the
Informed Women of Harvey County. Event will be held
at St. Matthew's Episcopal Church, 2001 Windsor Dr.

7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night. Anyone
age 8 or older is welcome. Full game package is $10 and
early bird package is $5. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Road.

Friday, July 8
4 p.m.—Teen Otaku Club. Geek out with fellow anime

lovers. Watch “Naruto.” Newton Public Library
7 p.m.—Newton Rebels vs. Wichita Warhawks. Adult

admission is $3. Centennial Park
7 to 10 p.m.—Dueling Pianos Community Celebra-

tion. 176 Keys will perform at the Meridian Center to
celebrate its five-year anniversary. Tickets are $20 and
include finger food. A cash bar will be available. 

Saturday, July 9
8 a.m. to noon—Harvey County Farmers Market.

Fresh produce, baked goods and other handmade items.
Parking lot at 121 E. Sixth St., Newton.

1:30 to 3 p.m.—Painted Tiles Alcohol Painting Tech-
nique. Create painted tiles using alcohol paints and
your imagination. Registration is required with a $15
fee that includes all supplies and snacks. Gathered
Goods, 625 N. Main.

7 p.m.—Outdoor Adventures Program and Movie
Night. The Outdoor Adventurers will meet for a movie
under the stars. Participants should bring their work-
books to the meeting. Admission is free. Harvey County
East Park

7 p.m.—Art exhibit opening reception. The exhibit
“Vernon Rickman: A Kansas’s Soulful Life in Art” will
open with a reception. Kansas author Beverly Olson
Buller will speak about Rickman’s legacy as a sculptor
and painter. Admission is free and open to the public.
Carriage Factory Art Gallery, 128 E. 6th St.

7 p.m.—Newton Rebels vs. Hutchinson Monarchs.
Adult admission is $3. Centennial Park.

Sunday, July 10
6 p.m.—Newton Rebels vs. Park City Rangers. Adult

admission is $3. Centennial Park

Monday, July 11
9 a.m. County Commission meeting at the County

Courthouse
4 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Do it yourself

journal. Bring your NPL card to use the laptops. Play
games with friends. Newton Public Library.

7 p.m.—Summer Preschool StoryTime. Stories, crafts,
songs, puppet shows and more for children ages 2 and a
half to 5. Registration is required. Newton Public Li-
brary.

7 p.m.—Board of Education Meeting. McKinley Ad-
ministration Center.

Tuesday, July 12
10:30 a.m.—Stories, puppet shows, crafts, exploration

for children ages 5 to 8. Registration is required. New-
ton Public Library.

3 to 5 p.m.—Tech Help Open Hours. IT supervisor
Nathan is available to help with any technology ques-
tions. Newton Public Library.

3 to 6 p.m.—Harvey County Farmers Market. Fresh
produce, baked goods and other handmade items. Park-
ing lot at 121 E. Sixth St., Newton.

6 p.m.—Newton Rebels vs. Kansas Cannons. Adult
admission is $3. Centennial Park.

6:30 to 8:30 p.m.—Papercrafts and Coloring Work-
shop. Papercrafts from recycled books plus coloring
sheets and bookmarks will be provided or bring your
own for creative stress relief. Newton Public Library.

7 to 9 p.m.—City Commission meeting. City Hall.

Wednesday, July 13
1:30 p.m.—Greenwood Stables Fun. Bring the whole

family for free fun with Greenwood Stables and Equine
Rescue. Newton Public Library.

3:30 p.m.—Master Builders Legos. Bring your friends
for building time with lots of Legos. Ages 8 to 18. New-
ton Public Library.

Thursday, July 14
9 a.m. to noon, and 1 to 4 p.m.—Spokes America

Learning Festival. Students biking across America from
Harvard and MIT will stop in Newton to offer free sci-
ence and engineering camps for students ages 10 to 18.
Space is limited. Newton Public Library.

10:30 a.m.—Summer Preschool StoryTime. Stories,
crafts, songs, puppet shows and more for children ages 2
and a half to 5. Registration is required. Newton Public
Library.

3 to 5 p.m.—Teen Book Talk. Teens in Honors or AP
English are invited to discuss the required summer
reading “Into the Wild” at the Newton Public Library.

6 p.m.—Teen Gaming. Good tech and game time.
Bring your NPL card to use the laptops. Newton Public
Library.

6:30 p.m.-- Vote Local 2016: Harvey County Candi-
date Forum at the Meridian Center.

7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night. Anyone
age 8 or older is welcome. Full game package is $10 and
early bird package is $5. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Road.

7 to 8 p.m.—Historic Preservation Commission meet-
ing. City Hall.

Do you have an event you'd like listed in the
Community Calendar? If so, contact Mike Mendez
at 316-281-7899 or mike@harveycountynow.com. 

June 29
Criminal:
Theft, 200 Blk E 6th
Burglary, Theft, 300

Blk E 11th
Theft, 700 Blk E 7th
Arrests:
Cody L. Goodall, 33,

Newton/Warrant, 800
Blk N Main

Jennifer M. Scaz-
zafavo, 29, Newton/Ob-
struction, Poss Drugs,
Poss Para, Warrant, 800
Blk N Logan

Mark A. Vanhorn, 36,
Peabody/Poss Marij, Poss
Para, 06/29/16, 800 Blk N
Logan

Robert E. Findley, 30,
Peabody/Poss
Para, 06/29/16, 800 Blk N
Logan

June 28
Criminal:
Poss Marij, Poss Para,

I-135 MM25
Theft, 400 Blk SW 11th
Rape, 100 Blk Man-

chester 
Arrests:
Angela C. Rowland, 35,

Wichita/Warrant, 800
Blk N Main

Damion J. Sanders, 37,
Wichita/Warrant, 100
Blk E 8th 

June 27
Criminal:
Burglary, Theft, Crimi-

nal Damage, 200 Blk W

2nd
Burglary, Theft, 700

Blk E 8th
Burglary, Theft, Crimi-

nal Damage, 2000 Blk W
1st

Att to Elude, Reckless
Driving, I-135 MM33

Duty of Driver to Re-
port Accident,100 Blk
Joann

Burglary, Theft, 100
Blk Southport Dr

Arrests:
Christopher P.

Clark, 35, Newton/War-
rant, 100 Blk SW 4th

Michael C. Griffith, 42,
Newton/PUI, DC, Crimi-
nal Trespass, 1000 Blk S
Kansas Ave

Talisa M. Walton, 23,
Newton/Warrant, 700
Blk N Main

Nicholas A. Butler, 22,
Wichita/Warrant, 100
Blk E 7th

June 26
Criminal:
Violate PFA, 800 Blk N

Main
Criminal Trespass, 300

Blk Windward Dr
Burglary, Theft, 1000

Blk S Poplar
Arrests:
Christopher A.

Suarez, 21, Newton/DC,
1300 Blk N Main

Billy J. Younts, 35,
Newton/Dom Battery,
Criminal Damage, DC,

Violate PFA, 300 Blk E
8th

June 25
Criminal:
Poss Marij, Poss Para,

2000 Blk W 1st
Theft, 400 Blk N

Poplar
Arrests:
Michael C. Griffith, 42,

Newton/Giving False
Alarm, 1300 Blk Wash-
ington Rd

Nathan E. Person, 34,
Newton/Obstruction
LEO, DC, Criminal
Threat, 100 Blk Victoria
Rd

Matthew C. Iser-
hardt, 45, Newton/DUI,
Poss Drugs, Poss Para,
3200 Blk S Kansas

Sasha D. Hamlet, 34,
Newton/PUI, DC, 600 Blk
SE 4th

June 24
Criminal:
Battery, 500 Blk Holly

Ln
Dom Battery, 400 Blk

Columbus
Criminal Damage,

1200 Blk N High
Violate PFA, 800 Blk

N  Main
Theft, 800 Blk E 7th
Arrests:
Mason C. Mullen, 30,

Hutchinson/Obstruction,
DC, 1700 Blk S Kansas

Aaron M. Leman-

ton, 34, Newton/Dom
Battery, 1200 Blk Lorna
Ln

Timothy D. Burns,
Jr., 27, Newton/DUI,
ITOC, 300 Blk S Walnut

Trent W. Lehrling, 40,
Newton/Battery, Crimi-
nal Damage, Assault,
1500 Blk Westborough
Dr

Verbin L. Paxman, 27,
McPherson/Warrant, 800
Blk N Main (SERVED)

June 23
Criminal:
Att Theft, 100 Blk E

5th
Arrests:
Freddy Negrete, 24,

Newton/Agg Battery, 700
Blk Cottonwood Ln.

Matthew O. Lind-
sey, 21, Newton/Theft,
Criminal Trespass, 1200
Blk N Main

Matthew R.
Neufeld, 34, Newton/Vio-
late PFA, 700 Blk N
Main

Hannah E. Junker, 33,
Wichita/Theft, 1700 Blk
S Kansas

Gary D. Lindstorm, 52,
Nebraska/Warrant, I-
135  MM34

Matthew A.
Rodriguez, 33,
Newton/DUI, 400 Blk SE
24th

Benjamin C.
Prouty, 33, Wichita/Poss

HOW TO RUN AN OBITUARY
Obituaries in Newton Now are free as long as

they fit our newspaper style. We see a death in
our community as a news item that people care
about in Newton and North Newton. 

Unique adventures in Newton’s Pod Park

Kids have plenty of
structures to play on in
“pod park.” But don't ex-
pect to find any slides. 

Adjacent to Centennial
Park and the Blue Sky
Sculpture on North
Kansas Avenue, the New-
ton Pod Park, established
in 2012, consists of a
chain of “pods” or play
structures throughout the
winding trail, equaling a
distance of 0.68 miles. 

“Within the pods, natu-
ral play components are
placed for kids to come
back to a natural play set-
ting,” said Jackie Kre-
hbiel, who works for the
city park department. “I
think kids enjoy getting
back to that sense of
play.”

An article on the city
website states that com-
ponents include large
rocks, an iguana rock, a
hollow log, 150-year-old
Austrian pine logs from

Greenwood Cemetery, a
sequoia root. Benches po-
sitioned in various places
in the park were made
from the pine log, while
the sitting stumps were
created from the bur oak
tree from Athletic Park.

“There are some logs
that have been cut into
smaller sizes that kids
can step from one log to
another, similar to step-

ping stones but made out
of wood,” Krehbiel said. “A
few of the amenities out
there are made out of con-
crete but are meant to re-
semble tree logs or roots.” 

Bird houses are also
built near the trail to at-
tract Kansas birds.  

Surrounding the curvy
trail, native grass sprouts
from the ground along
with wildflowers scattered

throughout the playscape.
“When the native grass

is at mature height, kids
can’t necessarily see
what’s around the corners
or what’s in the next pod,”
Krehbiel said. “I presume
they like the anticipation
of what’s next.”

The park staff hopes to
continue to promote the
natural play setting and
create more pods in the
future, according to the
article posted on the city
website.

“So many structures we
have in pod park resem-
bles uniqueness and dif-
fers from other parks,”
Krehbiel said. “In years
past, that’s all people had
to play on was natural
structures.”

BY MEGAN VOTH
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

MEGAN VOTH/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
Multiple logs cut into smaller pieces are placed in Pod Park for kids
to step from one to another; they resemble stepping stones.
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4 For Rent

Apartments/Homes/Rooms
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. 
rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifieds
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1 Employment
Truck Driver needed for custom harvesting.
CDL required. Will help right person get
CDL. 316-284-1663. Russ in Canton, KS.
24-tfn

Experienced Maintenance Position familiar
with general maintenance/repair/custodial.
Knowledge of plumbing, electrical, HVAC,
appliance, pest control and landscaping a
plus.  Good benefits.  Newton Housing
Authority, 105 W 9th St.  EEO  316-283-
8500. 27-1tc

The Harvey County Learning Center in
Newton has an opening for a Para-educator
position. Evening hours required.  Duties
to include: assisting adult learners, clerical
duties and general cleaning. Request full
job description, with benefit description
and application at hr@essdack.org. 27-
1tc

2 Announcements

Garage Sales
Garage Sale! 215 Eisenhower Street, Hills-
boro. Saturday, July 9 from 8-5  Quilting
patterns, books, jewelry, dresser, cameras,
printers, many misc. items. 27-1tp

Moving and Downsizing sale, inside where
its cool! Friday, July 8, 7am-7pm. Saturday,
July 9, 7am-3pm. SE corner of 2nd and
Madison, Hillsboro. 27-1tp

3 Merchandise

Boats
22 Ft. 1999 Cobalt Boat with 190 HP I/O
engine. Only used 105 Hours. Garaged
and in mint condition. 19,000 OBO. 316-
283-0016. 27-1tp

Lawnmowers 
3 Antique Cub Cadet mowers models 104-
106-124, one with sprayer. Call 316-640-
3921. 25-tfn

The Legacy of Herington is
seeking a motivated, 

energetic Registered Nurse
to lead our nursing team in
our culture change journey.
Long term care, Medicare

and Supervisory 
experience required. 

Benefit package available.  
Please send resume to

Michelle Clore, 
Executive Director

2 East Ash 
Herington, KS  67449

EOE

Director Of
Nursing

MCN

Prestressed Concrete, Inc. is seeking 
Full Time Concrete Laborers 

in Newton, Kansas 
M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Previous concrete or construction 
experience is a plus but we do offer 

on-the-job-training as well.
Excellent benefits including health/ 

dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 
retirement, vacation and holidays. 

Please contact the main office at
2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 

an application or 
call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

rschroeder@prestressedconcreteinc.com

RNs
$2500 Bonus for FULL

TIME position
$1250 Bonus for PART

TIME position

LPNs
$1500 Bonus for FULL

TIME position
$1000 Bonus for PART

TIME position

JOIN OUR TEAM OF
SIGN ON BONUS

OFFERED

The Legacy of Herington is
taking applications for 
full-time, part time and PRN
Registered Nurses or Licensed
Practical Nurses positions.
Seeking individuals with a
positive attitude and depend-
able team players willing to
deliver quality care to our res-
idents in our small skilled
nursing facility.  In addition to
a sign on bonus, we offer flex-
ible scheduling and an attrac-
tive benefit package.  

Interested persons may send
their resume to Michelle

Clore, Executive Director, 
2 East Ash, Herington, KS

67449 or send to michelle@
legacyofherington.org    EOE

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Adoption
ADOPTION: LOVING 1st time Mom & Dad
promise your baby a secure, happy home.
Expenses pd. Jamie & Mike, 1-800-298-
1964

Help Wanted
RN’s up to $45/hr LPN’s up to $37.50/hr
CNA’s up to $22.50/hr Free gas/weekly
pay $2000 Bonus AACO Nursing Agency 
1-800-656-4414 Ext 102

Award-winning Chapman, Kansas seeks
City Administrator to manage full-range
of municipal services. Qualifications, salary,
and application instructions in Adminis-
trator Profile at www.chapmanks.com.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori
ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

Driver Trainees Needed! Become a driver
for Stevens Transport! Earn $800 Per Week
PAID CDL TRAINING! Stevens covers all
costs! 1-888-749-2303 drive4stevens.com

Misc.
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE &
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill-
Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

LENDERS OFFERING $0 DOWN FOR LAND
OWNERS Roll your New Home and Land
Improvements into One Package.  Discount
National Pricing on Breeze II Doublewide
and our 60th Anniversary Singlewide.
Trade-ins Welcome!! 866-858-6862   

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (MCN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Machinery Consignment Sale, MON., AU-
GUST 1, 2016 at 9:00 A.M. Consign early
by July 15, 2016 for complete advertising.
No Small Items, Tires or Pallet Items Ac-
cepted After Friday, July 22. Next Machinery
Consignment Sale is Sept. 12, 2016.
Gilbert’s Sale Yard, LLC, 641-398-2218. 2
Mi. N. of Floyd, IA On Hwy. 218. Tractor
House Internet Bidding Available. 
www.gilbertsaleyard.com (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
1-800-283-0205 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
OWNER OPERATORS wanted. Paid all
miles. No touch freight. Many operating
discounts. Family run business for 75
years. Many bonuses and good home time.
Direct deposit paid weekly. 
Call 800-533-0564 ext.205 (MCN)

Call 620-947-5702 or 
email natalie@

hillsborofreepress.com

Reach MORE 
people with our 

classifieds!
Your classified ad
will appear in both
the Hillsboro Free
Press and Newton

Now.. 
reaching every 
Marion County
household and
Newton Now 
subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for
20 words, then 
25¢ per word

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25)

Looking to reach a 
LARGER
MARKET 
than our area?

Call 620-947-5702
for details

We have NATIONAL
CLASSIFIED and 

DISPLAY AD NETWORKS
that can increase your 

circulation to one million 
and up to 11 million. 

NOW LEASING
New twin homes 

located in Hillsboro. 
Low income, 

very affordable.
Applications available at

City Building, 
Hillsboro State Bank and 

Real Estate Center. 
For questions, call
316-775-3000.

5 Real Estate

Home
House for Sale! 208 S. Madison St., Hills-
boro. Drive by! Then Call 620-947-3019.
26-tfn.6 Automotive

Automobiles 
!!!!!NICE CLEAN CARS FOR SALE!!!!!!!!! 
2009 Nissan Altima 4 door, low miles 49k,
clean $6,950. 2011 Chevy Malibu, 4-door,
21K actual miles, clean $7,950. 2012 Toyota
Camry SE 4 door, 26K miles, clean non
smoker $11,650 Call 316-640-3921. 13-tfn

1929 International 1 ton gas delivery truck,
runs and drives, wood spoke wheels.
$3,850. Call 316-640-3921. 25-tfn

Automotive Parts
56 Chevy parts and other old car parts:
fenders-rust free, hoods, lots of hub caps
and more. 316-640-3921. 19-tfn

PAID IN ADVANCE! MAKE $1000 Weekly!!
Mailing Brochures From Home. Helping
home workers since 2001. No Experience
Required. Start Immediately! 
www.centralmailing.net (VOID IN SD, WI)
(MCN)

Fuller Brush Co. Distributors Needed. Start
your own Home Based Business! Looking
for people to earn extra money servicing
people in your areas. No investment re-
quired. Call 800-882-7270  
www.joannefullerlady.com (MCN)

Graphic Design Position-Northeast Iowa.
Adobe Creative Suite, InDesign, Photoshop
& Illustrator. Mac System. Flexible
Hours/Benefits. Resume & Design Samples:
The Cresco Shopper, P.O. Box #117, Cresco,
IA 52136. (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down?  We can help reduce payments
and get finances under control, 
call: 866-871-1626 (MCN)

FOR SALE
Trailer SALE! 6’X12’ V-nose ramp $2,750.00;
7’X12’ trike trailer; 7’X16’ V-nose ramp
$4,185.00;   7’X18’ ramp $4,599.00; 14,000#
Equipment trailer EZ-lift ramps $3,650.00
and up; Dump trailers 14’, 14,000#, Tarp,
10”Crossmembers $6,450.00 150 trailers
in-stock 515-972-4554 www.FortDodgeTrail-
erWorld.com for Information & prices (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. 
Call today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 1-800-263-4059 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

Diapers, Incontinence Supplies, Nebulizers,
Portable Oxygen Concentrators, Rollating
Walkers, Bedside Commodes, Tens Units
and Supplies, Cpaps, Bipaps, Masks and
Supplies. Direct to Home. 
Call 1-888-575-6301 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-800-442-5148 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV and get a $100 Gift
Card. FREE Whole-Home Genie HD/DVR
upgrade. Starting at $19.99/mo. New Cus-
tomers Only. Don't settle for cable. 
Call Now 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

19.99/mo. for DIRECTV - HD Channels +
Genie HD DVR + 3 months FREE HBO,
SHOW, MAX & STARZ + FREE NFL Sunday
Ticket! Call Now 1-888-552-7314 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can’t reach a phone! FREE
Brochure. CALL 800-306-1404 (MCN)

HELP WANTED
for residential
home painting
• Pay by experience

• Must be dependable

Kelsey’s Painting 
Services
Peabody, KS

316-706-7329

DISH TV 190 channels plus Highspeed In-
ternet Only $49.94/mo! Ask about a 3 year
price guarantee & get Netflix included for
1 year! Call Today 1-800-390-3140 (MCN)

SAVE on internet and TV bundles! Order
the best exclusive cable and satellite deals
in your area! If eligible, get up to $300 in
Visa Gift Cards. 
CALL NOW! 1-800-925-0146 (MCN)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Internet.
High-Speed. Avail Anywhere. Speeds to
15 mbps. Starting at $59.99/mo. Call for
Limited Time Price - 1-800-715-1644 (MCN)

Exede High Speed Internet. Plans from
$39/mo. Blazing Fast Broadband in areas
cable can’t reach. Great for business or
home. We Install Fast. 1-888-800-8236
(MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
(MCN)

MCN

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 60 tabs,
$99 includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-
0780 or www.metromeds.online (MCN)

Cash for Baby Formula! Highest Prices
Paid! Most Major Brands Accepted! Toll
Free 1-866-617-7355. Between 9:30-5:30pm
Est, or visit 24/7 www.SellFormula.com
(MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

$250 CASH REWARD Paid for Information
Leading To Purchase Of Volkswagen Van
or Pickup. 1967 or Older. Any Condition. 
620-910-7257

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW!  No paid op-
erators, just real people like you.  Browse
greetings, exchange messages and connect
live.  Try it free.  Call now:  800-357-4970
(MCN)

MCN

The Citizens State Bank is a locally owned 
community bank with 11 locations. We are seeking 

qualified applicants for the following position:

• Teller/Customer Service – part time in Newton 
(all year round)

Requirements include a high school diploma or 
equivalent along with previous customer service and 

cash handling experience.  
Please submit your resume to humanresources@thecsb.com

EOE/Minorities/Females/Vet/Disability

in Florence is accepting 

applications full and 

part time positions.

Health Insurance
401-K

Vacation

Apply in person 
at Hwy. 50

Florence, KS

Part-time help
wanted with the 
possibility of full

time. Must be 
dependable, reliable

and able to lift 50 lbs.
Contact Professional

Cleaning Systems
800-678-7840

Parkside Homes
Healthcare Center:
CNA/CMA - 1st shift

CNA/CMA 1st & 3rd shift

Assisted Living:
CMA - 5am-3pm / 7am-5pm

Please contact Marci Heidebrecht, HR, at (620) 947-2301 or
marcih@parksideks.org for an application. 

Criminal background checks run at the time of job offer. 
Parkside is proud to be a drug-free, EOE workplace.

200 Willow Road, Hillsboro, KS  67063
(620) 947-2301  •  www.parksideks.org PRODUCTION HELP WANTED

MONDAY-FRIDAY
2nd shift   4:00pm  -  12:00am
3rd shift  12:00am  -  8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

704 S. Ash • Hillsboro, KS

Applications can be picked up at 
704 S. Ash or online at

SalemHomeKS.org

Salem Home currently has the 
following position open:

PT day shift 
Dietary Aide

PT Evening shift 
Dietary Aide

THE LEGACY OF 
HERINGTON is taking 

applications for 
Certified Medication Aides
and Certified Nurses Aides
to provide quality care to our
residents.  We offer flexible
self-scheduling, competitive

wages and Paid Time Off.
Several insurance 
plans are offered.

If you are interested in 
joining a motivated team of 

individuals who are invested in 
person-centered care please stop

by The Legacy of Herington, 
2 East Ash in Herington and

pick up an application or send
you may send your resume to

michelle@legacyofherington.org
EOE

Come and Join 
our Team!

Dietary Positions
Available

Full-time or Part-time
Contact:

Shawna Pierce, Dietary
Manager

@ 620-382-2177 
Submit application to:

St. Luke Hospital &
Living Center

Human Resources, 
535 South Freeborn
Marion, KS 66861

Apply online
www.slhmarion.org
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Robert Estrada squares up a pitch for Los Viejos against Bishop Street Tavern in the rain shortened game on Saturday, July 2. Bishop Street
Tavern scored five runs in the fifth inning before the rain came to flood the field. 

Rained out
Mexican-American fast pitch tournament gets doused

The Newton Los Viejos
softball team gets the
third out in the fifth in-
ning on July 2 against
Bishop Street Tavern
from Salina. They come
off the field, heads hang-
ing a little. It was a
rough inning. The Viejos
went into the inning
with a 5-0 lead but let
the wheels fall off a lit-
tle, allowing Bishop
Street Tavern to score
five runs to tie.

But things were about
to get worse.

As soon as the teams
made it to the dugout, a
downpour hit Athletic
Park suddenly as the
very corner of a storm
clipped Newton. As the
field was already a little
bit wet, the quick deluge
left large patches of
standing water on the
field and led to the third
rain out in the 70-year
history of the Newton
Mexican-American Fast
Pitch Tournament.

While the tournament
has been rained on be-
fore, when the Newton
Mexican-American Ath-
letic Club had its own di-
amond, drastic measures
were able to be taken by
the community of New-

ton and by Uncle Sam as
well.

“One year, we had a
guy that was kind of
high up in the National
Guard,” long time tour-
nament participant Paul
Vega said. “It rained Sat-
urday night and we were
going, ‘Man we are not
going to be able to finish
this thing up Sunday.’ So
we said, ‘Well, we’ll start
it at noon if we can.’ So
we get out there and
everybody shows up, not
just the tournament di-
rectors or tournament
volunteers, just a lot of
people just showed up

and said, ‘What can we
do?’ We started digging
little trails to get the
water to run off. This one
guy from the National
Guard, I don’t know how
he did it, but he called
Junction City and the
next thing you know,
here comes the helicop-
ter that just hovers over
the pitchers mound,
dried that thing out.”

But borrowing facili-
ties from the city, the
tournament is at the
mercy of the weather.
After a rain delay on
Saturday morning, tour-
nament officials and

coaches met at noon to
reschedule the bracket to
go round the clock Satur-
day night into Sunday
morning with the cham-
pionship game taking
place at 7 a.m. There
was hope the tourna-
ment would become an
all night party.

But the brief afternoon
flooding put an end to
the party for the Fourth
of July weekend. The
Newton Mexican-Ameri-
can Athletic Club will
meet to determine
whether the tournament
will be made up on later
dates.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
From left, Benito Olais, Selena Barnett, Alvaro Munguia, Alicia Fernandez, Brandon Gonzalez and
Alena Whillock dance as a part of the Azteca Dance Troupe for the opening ceremony on Friday, July 1. 

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Julio Martinez comes down the final stretch at the Headin’ for Home
5K race on Monday, July 4, at Centennial Park. Martinez set a new
record in the race and is training for the fall cross country season at
Bethel. 

Martinez takes
Headin’ for Home 5K

When it comes to races
in Newton, there is Julio
Martinez, and there is
everyone else. In the sec-
ond annual Headin’ for
Home 5K, a benefit race
for Babe Ruth Baseball
and Softball, along with
the Pediatric Brain
Tumor Foundation, the
25-year-old Martinez
made it to the finish line,
a home plate set in the
outfield at Kenny
Williams field, in a
course record of 16:41,
nearly two minutes
ahead of second place
Marc Friesen, a 41-year-
old from Newton who fin-
ished in 18:29.

“The course has a lot of
turns once you get to
that second mile,” Mar-
tinez said. “It really af-
fects your time. But once
you get out of there, in
that third mile, you are
really able to kick it in
and pick up the speed.”

At the Cookie Daze 5K
on June 18, Martinez
won the race just getting
a warm-up in before he
started the real training
for a national meet he
competed in with the
Kansas City Smoke. At
the Headin’ for Home
5K, he was also in train-
ing. But this time, it is
putting in work to get a

chance to compete for
Bethel College in order
to finish his education. 

“I think things happen
for a reason, and I think
the time to get back to
that full degree is now,”
Martinez said. 

Martinez started his
college career running
for Hutchinson Commu-
nity College. But after
earning an associates’
degree, his education hit
a snag as he had to go
home.

“I had to go back home
and take care of busi-
ness,” Martinez said. “I
am originally from Ari-
zona. And so I had to
leave Kansas. There was
also the transferring
process, so I had to pick
out a school, and I was
looking for the best offer.
I wasn’t offered what I
was expecting, so I fig-
ured I would wait until I
found the best opportu-
nity. I kind of waited it
out. I stopped running
for two years. One year
ago was when I started
running again, and in
one year I am in top-
notch shape again.”

The wait appears to be
Bethel’s gain, as Mar-
tinez picked up a couple
of overall wins in New-
ton simply trying to ac-
cumulate miles before
kicking it into competi-
tive mode.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See 5K / 12

Rebels drop a pair of games to Valley Center

A two-game sweep by
Valley Center over New-
ton in a doubleheader
made it three losses in a
row to the Diamond
Dawgs for the Rebels.
Valley Center scored a
run in the top of the first
in Game 1, and it stood in
a 1-0 victory. In Game 2,
the scoring picked up, but
the outcome was the
same in a 10-5 win for
the Diamond Dawgs on
July 1 at Centennial
Park.

Coming off the heels of
a 5-1 loss to Valley Cen-
ter on June 29, the
Rebels lost three straight
to the Diamond Dawgs. 

In Game 1 on July 1,
Newton got a complete-
game gem out of pitcher
Tanner Cairns. He threw
all seven innings, holding
Valley Center to two hits
and an earned run.

But the Diamond

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton pitcher Cory Royer fires
home during Game 2 against Val-
ley Center on Friday, July 1, at
Centennial Park.

See REBELS / 12

Museum exhibit 
at fast-pitch tourney

The 4-H building is
filled with the smell of
tacos during the opening
ceremonies of the New-
ton Mexican-American
Fast Pitch Tournament,
the longest running tour-
nament of its kind in
America. The staff is
backed up and fighting
to stay with the demand,
creating something of a
wait for food. As the
hunger starts to build,
the eyes start to see the
food other people are eat-
ing. In the attempt to
end the self-torture of
watching other people
eat tacos, the eyes
quickly wander away to
the back of the room.

There sits Dr. Gene T.
Chavez and a few panels
from his exhibit “Mexi-
can-American Fast Pitch
Softball Leagues: Con-
necting Communities
Across State Lines,” a
history-buff’s dream
telling the story of the
Mexican-American fast
pitch phenomenon. 

“The exhibit originally
came out of a Smithson-
ian Institution grant to
states to tell the story of
hometown kings,”
Chavez said. “So I
started collecting oral
history interviews, and I
started last year here in
Newton. I came to the
2015 Newton Tourna-
ment and started talking
to the guys and getting
the history and stories of
the Newton Tourna-
ment.”

As 90-year-old Elsie
Gonzalez and her hus-
band Jose approach the
panel, they see a photo of
a Newton team that
takes them back in time.
Elsie and Jose start
pointing out the child-
hood friends and rela-
tives who played for the
team. The photo is a
black and white from
1932. 

Seeing the photo is bit-
tersweet for Elsie and
Jose. 

“It’s a little exhilarat-
ing, because a lot of our
friends are gone,” Elsie
said. “And it’s heart-

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See EXHIBIT / 12



Dawgs made the hits
count. A Grant Devore
single in the first inning
set up an RBI double
from Alex Couch to give
Valley Center a 1-0 lead.
They were the only two
hits the Diamond Dawgs
needed to get the win.

In Game 2, the bats
came alive for both

teams. Newton picked up
seven hits in the game
after only managing
three in Game 1. But the
Rebels also committed
seven errors in a 10-5
loss.

Valley Center picked
up the scoring early, plat-
ing five runs in the top of
the first. Unlike the first
game, Newton had a
quick answer. A Kevin
Cali double in the bottom
half scored Stefan

Aguilar. Cali advanced to
third on the throw and
was driven in with an
RBI sacrifice fly from
Kearon Redmon to make
it a 5-2 game after one. 

In the third inning, the
Rebels kept clawing back
in the game. Dylan
Brooks picked up an RBI
with a sacrifice fly to
score Cali, cutting the
lead to 5-3.

But with three runs in
the fifth and two more in

the sixth, the Diamond
Dawgs put the game out
of reach. 

Cali led Newton offen-
sively in the second
game, going 3 for 4 from
the plate with two dou-
bles, three runs and an
RBI. Brooks was 0 for 2
but led the team with two

RBIs. Redmon had an
RBI in a hitless night as
well. Joel Frias picked up
an RBI, going 1 for 4
from the plate. Kyle Mc-
Donald, Zach Dedlin and
Dylan Fontenot all had a
hit in the game, with Mc-
Donald getting a double.

There are a number
of reasons to be
bummed out about

the rain out at the Mexi-
can-American fast pitch
tournament. When the
brackets were redrawn,
and the plan was to play
all night into Sunday
morning, I was talking to
Stan Estrada about it in
the 4-H building as I was
waiting on my
7,325,947th taco order.
He was excited about it.
He said they hadn’t done
that since he was in high
school.

I was pretty excited
about it, too. 

I did a feature story on
the Baseball ‘Round the
Clock event at the NBC
Tournament at CH. 12 in
Wichita with Danilynn
Welniak awhile back, and
the sleep deprivation adds
another level for everyone
involved. It is exhausting
for the fans, but in a sport

that requires undivided
attention from players,
managers, and umpires
alike, a 3 a.m. start time
brings a whole new chal-
lenge to the game itself.

But when the field
flooded on Saturday after-
noon, my heart dropped
for reasons that didn’t re-
ally have anything to do
with softball or the fan-
tastic party that was
going to last until the sun
came up. It had to do with
the realization there
would be no menudo on
Sunday. I felt like the
scene in “A Christmas
Story” when they find the
hounds destroyed the
turkey.

I should disclose that I
come from a family where
my mother is a white
Mennonite farm girl from
Kansas and my father is a
Mexican-American
Catholic from Premont,
Texas. Amongst the many

benefits of being biracial
in my case is a love of food
that stretches far and
wide and means the world
to my family. 

My grandma Ruby
Weaver could whip up a
feast for a post-church
gathering or extended
family holiday made from
scratch that served as a
centerpiece for my child-
hood. 

Grandma Chucha
Mendez owned a restau-
rant and made homemade
tortillas the likes of which

folk songs should be writ-
ten about. Both my broth-
ers have made careers out
of cooking. One has been
serving up food at the
Water’s Edge for years in
Hesston, while the other
went to culinary school
and has cooked in some of
the best restaurants in
Denver. Food is a big deal
to us.

I am always amused by
the never-ending quest to
find “authentic Mexican
food.” I think of my mom
traveling to Texas to meet
my dad’s family and find-
ing herself in a scene from
“Indiana Jones and the
Temple of Doom.” You
know the one. Dish after
dish of exotic and some-
what shocking food comes
to the table. 

What would you do if
you walked into the
kitchen and encountered
cabrito en sangre? Trans-
lated, that means “kid in

blood.” It is not a
metaphor. It is a goat,
served up in a sauce made
from the goat’s blood.
Then there is barbacoa de
cabeza. That is a Tex-Mex
delicacy in which you take
a steer’s head and barbe-
cue it in the ground. 

Mom only stirred the
menudo pot once.

I have developed a fond-
ness for offal fare in large
part because of the leg-
ends surrounding it. All of
the best offal foods come
with a mysticism and
power. Menudo is no dif-
ferent. It is a ritual. The
stew itself is made from
tripe and pig trotters.
That is beef stomach and
pig feet. Eat it after a
night, or nights, of drink-
ing and you will be free
and clear from any hang-
over. 

Like any organ meal,
there is a mental hurdle
to get over. But cross that

line and the benefits are
many. Absorb the power
of a bull with some moun-
tain oysters. Eat menudo
and drink free of the con-
sequence of a hangover.
But maybe the biggest
benefit of getting over the
fear is the food is delicious
and almost always a rich
delicacy. I hadn’t had
menudo in ages, but the
promise of some had my
full attention and excite-
ment. 

I guess I will just have
to wait for the next
chance to feast on organs.
Until next time, menudo. 

Mike Mendez is the
sports editor at the New-

ton Now and can be
reached by e-mail at

mike@harveycountynow.co
m and followed on Twitter

at @MendezNewtonNow.
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I’m Athena!  I am a smart, lovable pointer
with a wonderful personality. Come see how
I point at robins in the yard. I am sure I could 

be trained to be a hunting companion for 
you, but haven’t been tested yet for my

reaction to
guns. I love

people. I
will be a 

good
 companion.

Open 
7 days a week.
M, W, Th, F, Sat 

10am-5pm.
Tue 10am-6:30pm.

Sun. 1-5pm.

Paid for by the: Jim & Barb Stucky Endowment
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Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

Absence of menudo insult to injury

DROP THE MIKE

MIKE MENDEZ

REBELS
From Page 11

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Jose Chavez and his wife Elsie look at a photo of a Newton team from 1932 and remember the players. The
photo was part of the “Mexican-American Fast Pitch Softball Leagues: Connecting Communities Across State
Lines” exhibit on display during the opening ceremony at the Newton Fast Pitch Tournament. 

breaking, because we were
there with them. They
were with us. And now,
there are not too many of
us left from when it first
started. I remember when
it was our turn to be in the
kitchen. I remember when
it was my husband’s turn
to be the pitcher. We have
done it all. Now it’s won-
derful, and it gives our
heart joy that our younger
people still continued it,
and that takes a lot of ef-
fort. But mostly to me, it’s
love: love of the people,
love of the ancestry, love of
the people that taught
them and are still here.”

The love of the game and
the memories vivid enough
for an 84-year-old photo to

transport Elsie and Jose
back in time has led to a
unique preservation of the
history as the game gets
passed down from genera-
tion to generation. The tra-
dition began with the sport
of baseball before World
War II. When the Mexican-
American soldiers returned
home from the war, soft-
ball had begun sweeping
the nation. Returning to a
reality of segregation, the
Mexican-Americans de-
cided to get together and
form their own teams,
leagues, and tournaments.
They never looked back.

“It is like a distilling of
time, like a time capsule of
people who grew up play-
ing the game, or their fam-
ily members playing the
game,” Chavez said. “And
they have such vivid mem-

ories of all of the activities
around the game of base-
ball, and eventually fast
pitch softball.”

The Smithsonian is cur-
rently looking for artifacts
in a collection initiative
called “Latinos and Base-
ball: In the Barrios and the
Big Leagues.” 

“It is eventually going to
be a national exhibit at the
National American History
Museum and also a travel-
ing exhibit,” Chavez said. 

There will be a couple of
collection events in Kansas
City for anyone who may
be willing to donate or loan
an artifact that tells a
story. The events are on
Friday, Aug. 12, at the
Kansas City Museum and
on Saturday, Aug. 13, at
the Kansas City Museum
and Penn Valley Park.  

EXHIBIT
From Page 11

“It’s early in the season
so there is no time to be
throwing down major
times,” Martinez said. “It
is all training.”

In the male overall cate-
gory, 16-year-old Newton
natives Garrett Mick and
Erik Brown showed off
their young talent, taking
third and fourth place re-
spectively. Mick finished
with a 19:20 and Brown
had a 19:32.

Colorado ruled the fe-
male overall standings,
with Littleton’s Allison
Sitler finishing in 19:22

for first place. Valerie
Kliewer from Greeley
came in second with a
19:40. Alyssa Nelson took
third with a time of 21:46
while Erin Regier took
fourth with a 22:17.

Showing age is just a
number, Jim Christensen,
a 76-year-old from Marion
finished the race in 31:27.
Christensen is one of the
fastest runners of all time
in Kansas at his age, and
once again qualified for
the Kansas Road Running
Records honor roll with
his time. The Headin’ for
Home race was the sixth
time he has qualified for
the list this year. Lindy
Wiens, a 62-year-old from

Hillsboro made the
Kansas Road Running
Records for the first time
finishing with a 27:14 in
the race. 

Newton’s Lois Musser,
71, came in under an hour
with a 50:39.

But the real winner was
Babe Ruth Baseball and
Softball, who successfully
grew the fundraiser
roughly 30 entries more in
its second year at roughly
90 participants.

“It has been wonderful
weather,” Newton Babe
Ruth Vice President Jim
Brown said. “It is a great
showing, and people seem
to have a lot of smiles on
their faces.”

5K
From Page 11

The Fox Ridge Senior
Scramble on Monday,
June 27, was won by the
foursome of John Wilson,
Sid Natier, Wayne Hoff-
man and Orlyn Zehr. The
group took first place

with a score of 32.
In second place, Don

Schmidt, Rod Matther,
Gaylord Senneman and
Ron Ward shot a 33.

The group of Fred
Franklin, Bob Schmidt,

Tom Prior and Leo Grif-
fith shot a 33 as well.

Bob Gaede won closest
to the hole on No. 3,
while Wayne Stevens
dropped the longest putt
on No. 9. 

Fox Ridge Monday Senior Scramble results announced
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Together for many years
Olsons celebrate 75th wedding anniversary

Erwin and Gertrude
Olson met in high
school orchestra,

and decades later, they’ve
reached the milestone of
being married for 75
years, and they’re still
making beautiful music
together.

One can see it in their
eyes, how much they
adore each other. At one
point, Erwin kissed
Gertrude on the cheek,
and she said, “I liked
that.”

Another moment, they
snuggled against each
other and laughed after
being asked what the se-
cret to a long happy mar-
riage is.

“Well, I think that is
important,” Erwin said
about communication in
marriage. “We communi-
cated with each other. We
didn’t have separate
lives.”

To this, Gertrude added
they had separate activi-
ties but not separate
lives.

“I think we’ve been re-
ally blessed,” Gertrude
said. “We have long lives
as well as a long mar-
riage.”

Another key, they said,
is doing things together.

“We enjoyed many of
the same things to-
gether,” Gertrude said,
adding they liked to
travel, as well as music
and golf.

Since both are 96 and
they’ve been married for
three-quarters of a cen-
tury, they must have
married around the age of
21.

“Became high school
sweethearts, which left us
a long courtship,”
Gertrude said. 

“We both grew up in
Lindsborg and didn’t live
that far apart and didn’t
really know each other
until high school,”
Gertrude said.

She was a sophomore,
and he was a junior.

“We’re only six months
apart in age and a year
apart in school,” Gertrude
said.

He played the coronet,
and she played the violin.

“It was after [my] violin
solo, he came up” and
they started talking,
Gertrude said, adding
Erwin was intrigued by
the music and it was obvi-
ous to Gertrude that
Erwin was interested in
her. This would have been
in the 1930s. Gertrude re-
called some of their dates
involved having picnics
with friends. There wasn’t
that much excitement in
Lindsborg, Gertrude said.

After high school, the
now Newton residents at-
tended Bethany College.
They married on Flag
Day (June 14) in 1941.
Gertrude said that’s one
thing about being married
on Flag Day—Erwin
could never forget their
anniversary, because
there always are flags fly-
ing.

During the years,
Erwin received a gradu-
ate degree in chemistry at
K-State and got a job as a
chemist in an explosives
factory.

“And didn’t like it,”
Erwin said. “[…] I was in
my first year [of grad
school] when World War
II was kind of boiling.”

Erwin was in the Navy
and went to the Univer-
sity of Kansas Medical
School through the V12
program, which was spon-
sored by the Navy, he
said, and he had an in-

ternship for two years in
the San Diego Naval hos-
pital. Erwin went into
medical school after Pearl
Harbor.

During the Korean
War, the Navy wanted
Erwin back, but he joined
the Air Force instead, be-
cause the Olsons had two
children by then. His job
was that of flight surgeon,
taking care of pilots and
their families. Then, he
was sent to England, and
the Olsons had three chil-
dren at that point.

“Our youngest had his
first birthday in Eng-
land,” Gertrude said.

Their oldest is Brenda,
followed by Charles and
then Kent. Their daugh-
ter married a pediatri-
cian, and Kent is a child
psychiatrist. Charles was
killed in a motorcycle ac-
cident in 1968. The Ol-
sons established
the Charles Olson Memo-
rial Instrumental Music
Scholarship Fund in his
memory. The fund pro-
vides scholarships for stu-
dents to take private
music lessons who can’t
afford them and to en-
courage the choice of less
popular instruments nec-
essary in instrumental
groups. 

Back to England—
Erwin was there for two
years, while his wife and
kids were there for one. 

“That was an interest-
ing year,” Gertrude said.
“In fact, the children and
I went to join Erwin on
the Queen Elizabeth—the
first Queen Elizabeth.”

It took a while for the
family to join Erwin be-
cause they had to wait for
living quarters. When the
family arrived, Erwin was
going to go on a much-an-
ticipated trip to Tripoli, so
someone else went to
Tripoli in his stead. Un-
fortunately, everyone on
that plane died.

“So I always remind
Erwin I saved his life,”
Gertrude said, smiling.

After Erwin left the Air
Force, the family went to
Newton; this was around
1953.

They built their house,
and Erwin first was a
general practitioner in
Newton, later becoming a
pediatrician.

“My first office was in
the Bethel Clinic,” he
said.

While Erwin was work-
ing, Gertrude didn’t work
outside the home after
they came to Newton.

Now, they have four
grandchildren and, re-
cently, one great-grand-
child.

Erwin will be 97 in No-
vember.

“That’s a long dang
time,” Erwin said.

“I wonder where the

years have gone some-
times,” Gertrude added.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Gertrude and Erwin Olson of Newton married on June 14, 1941. 
TOP: This is Gertrude and Erwin Olson about 75 years later standing in
their Newton home.
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Standards Link: Social Science: Recognize the similarities and 
differences in cultures around the world.

Look through the newspaper for names of 
famous sports stars who come from other 
countries. Make a collage about your 
favorite star with newspaper articles, maps 
and pictures.

Sports Stars of the World

ANSWER: Post Office.
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Find the words in the puzzle, 
then in this week’s Kid Scoop 

stories and activities.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

REEF
CHINA
POLAND
VIETNAM
KENYA
LEBANON
METRO
SALSA
HELLO
WORLD
NILE
LEFT
CHAO
GOT
LINKS
TRIPStandards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

       hat do dogs “say”? In English 
        we imitate them by saying, 
“Bow wow!” People in other 
countries have their own ways to 
copy the sound a dog makes. 
Can you find each of the dog 
sounds in the word puzzle?
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HINT: one of them is spelled 
around a corner.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Understand simple 
written directions.

Follow the maze to find out how to 
say hello in each country.

The Olympics encourage 
people around the world to be 
friends. And there is always 

something special about getting 
a postcard from a friend who 

lives in another place.

Kid Scoop just got some postcards, but the 
senders forgot to say which country they were 
writing from. Can you use the geography clues 
to find out which country each card is from?

The names of the four countries where 
these postcards came from are hidden in 
the letters that form the border at left 
and right. To find out the names, circle 
every third letter–starting with the 
starred one in each row of letters.

Look through 
the newspaper 
for names of 
10 different 

cities. Arrange 
these words in 
alphabetical 

order.
Standards Link: 
Spelling: Arrange 

letters in 
alphabetical order.

Activities on today’s page were 
adapted from the National 

Geographic Society’s 
educational materials.

Would you like a pen 
pal from another part 

of the world? Visit 
kidscoop.com/

this-week-in-kid-
scoop/friends-

around-the-world/ 
to discover links to 
web sites that set up 
international penpal 
friendships for kids!

“Marhaba” 
(Mar-ha-ba) 

“Czesc”
(chests)

“Chao”
(chow)

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple 
written directions; Physical Education: Develop eye-hand 
coordination.

“Sopa Sopa”
(soh-puh soh-puh)

“Ni hao” 
(Nee-how)

Standards Link: Social Science: Use map and globe skills to find the absolute 
             location of places; use the Internet or encyclopedia to research. 

Look closely. Only two of these suns 
are exactly alike. How quickly can 
you find them? Have a friend try.

Write an imaginary postcard 
telling about the town where 

you live. Or write a real 
postcard and send it to a 
friend or family member.

Postcards
from Home

The adjective international 
means relating to two or 

more nations.

INTERNATIONAL

Try to use the word 
international in a sentence 

today when talking with your 
friends and family members.

An international group 
of students came on an 

exchange program during 
the summer.

This week’s word:


