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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Rita and Denny Franz of Newton stand behind a motorcycle he built for her.

Newton resident Denny Franz has
a crop of tractors—four to be exact.

These aren’t just any tractors;
they’re half-scale-sized ones he built
with his own two hands.

Franz said he did it for the chal-
lenge and another reason.

“I like mechanical things,” he said.
Building four of these tractors was

his limit.
“I’m not going to build another

[tractor],” Franz said. “Four is
enough.”

When he made the mechanical
masterpieces, he didn’t use drawings,
blueprints or kits. What he did was
tear apart original tractors, measure
the parts and made his own parts

Love of machinery
Franz makes clocks, half-scale tractors, motorcycles by hand

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

This little engine, several of which could fit onto Denny Franz's palm, runs on propane. See FRANZ / 8

It will take staffing and amenity cuts to get
there, but perhaps Newton's upcoming tax in-
crease won't be so big after all. 

After public feedback on possible budgets and
a time to digest the numbers, the Newton City
Commission is leaning toward a smaller tax in-
crease than originally debated. Instead of a dou-
ble-digit mill levy jump, or something close to it,
the city manager has been directed to submit a
budget that raises the mill levy at 5 mills or less.
That's around a $55 tax increase on a $100,000
property. 

“Come to me with a mill increase of 5 mills and
that's it,” Commissioner David Nygaard said.
“My phone has been ringing off the hook about
items we've discussed.”

There was quite a bit of discussion at the four-
hour work session, but the five mill or less direc-
tive seems to be what stuck.  

From conversations, it sounded like commis-
sioners wanted to have at least an ending re-
serve balance of 5 percent of the adopted budget. 

There will have to be budget cuts to accom-
plish these directives and include some of the
budget add-ons commissioners want, including

CITY OF NEWTON

Commission
suggests staff
cuts to lower
tax increase

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See TAX / 8

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, youth in the aerospace session Tryston Michell, Xander Mitchell and Nick
Ruth enjoy themselves. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Candidates for the Kansas Senate District 31
seat are, from left, J. Michelle Vann, incumbent
Carolyn McGinn and Renee Erickson. 

For a while, it was standing room
only at the Thursday night Candi-
date Forum at the Meridian Center,
and because so many citizens showed
up, the center opened another room
to accommodate.

There were more than 500 folks

there, listening to what candidates
for Harvey County Sheriff and the
local districts for the Kansas Senate
and House had to say.

Running for sheriff are Bryan Hall,
Ted Brunner, Chad Gay and Bruce
Jolliff. Brunner, Gay and Jolliff are
candidates on the Republican ticket,
so the winner of the Aug. 2 primary
will face Democrat Bryan Hall in the

Candidates face off during forum
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See FORUM / 8

With the smell of fresh pizza
hanging in the air from lunch
break, eight college students
from MIT and Harvard taught a
group of kids about several sub-
jects, including aerospace engi-
neering, Thursday at Newton
Public Library.

The college students are rid-
ing across the country this sum-
mer, teaching middle- and

high-school-aged students about
science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM) as
part of Spokes America: Biking
to Improve STEM Education.

They started the trip on June
6.

“We started in D.C., and we're
headed to San Francisco,” said
Chloe Yang, an MIT student.
(MIT stands for Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and is in
Cambridge.)

Another MIT student, Antonis

Harvard, MIT students
teach local kids at library

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

If you happen to be on the Sand Creek river
walk and want to get on the water, you can make
a stop at Marc and Lisa Fitzroy’s house and rent
a canoe, kayak or paddle boat. The Fitzroys
started CaNewton, a boat rental business, to give
people the opportunity to see the town from a
new perspective.

But on July 16, some boats came up missing
when a group of young kids tried to take them
for their own. 

“We realized that one of the paddle boats was
no longer sitting on the docks,” Marc said. “And
then we realized that both of the canoes that had
been anchored down there, both of them had dis-
appeared. We looked down the river and we
could see the paddle boat, and it looked like some
kids were in it.”

The kids said they saw the boat floating free
and grabbed it to take a ride. It turned out they
were trying to put the canoe into a shed. After a
rapid police response, the boats were brought
back to CaNewton quickly.

CaNewton boats 
returned to owner

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See BOATS / 8

See LIBRARY / 10

Real Newton
prepares for
season
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My sister decided to
spend this sum-
mer finally diving

into the Harry Potter se-
ries.

I was super excited, be-
cause I was also a late-
comer to the series,
reading it only a few years
ago, and I fell in love with
the characters and fan-
tasy story line. 

Author J.K. Rowling
came up with all kinds of
interesting, magical foods
for her books. There are
candies like “every flavor
beans,” which are jelly
beans that literally come
in every flavor—even
gross ones—and a drink
called “butterbeer,” about
which Rowling has said, “I
imagine it to taste a little
bit like less sickly butter-
scotch.”

So when my sister sent
me a link for “Harry Pot-
ter’s Butterbeer Fudge” a
few weeks ago, I knew she
was craving a taste of the
delicious, fictitious treat.
We got together and de-
cided to make some.

Let me tell you, even if
you’ve never read a single
“Harry Potter” novel, you
are going to want to try
this fudge. If it makes you
feel weird to tell people it
was inspired by a chil-
dren’s book, just tell them
it’s butterscotch fudge, but
either way, you should
make it, because it’s
amazing.

This comes from the
blog “Cookie Dough and
Oven Mitt.” You can find

it at http://cookiedoughan-
dovenmitt.com/harry-pot-
ters-butterbeer-fudge/.

Harry Potter’s
Butterbeer Fudge

3/4 cup butter (use real
butter)

1/2 cup half and half
7.5 ounces marshmal-

low cream
2 cups sugar
1/2 cup packed brown

sugar
1 1/2 teaspoon rum ex-

tract
1 1/2 teaspoon butter

extract
11 ounces butterscotch

chips
Line an 8-inch baking

pan with foil and spray it
with cooking spray. Set
aside.

In a saucepan, combine
the butter, half and half,
marshmallow cream,

sugar and brown sugar
and set over medium heat.
Keep stirring.

Bring the mixture up to
a slow boil (we ended up
turning the heat up a lit-
tle to accomplish this after
we got impatient with
waiting; all we were get-
ting were tiny bubbles)
and let it boil for five min-
utes, stirring constantly.

Remove the pan from
the heat and stir in the
extracts and butterscotch
chips until the mixture is
smooth and all the chips
are melted fully.

Pour the mixture into
the prepared pan and chill
in the refrigerator until
the fudge is set up.

Use the foil to remove
the fudge from the pan
and then slice into pieces
and store in an air-tight
container.

The fudge is incredibly
rich, so be careful about
cutting it into too big of
pieces. It’s also addictive,
so give away as much of it
as you can as quickly as
you can before you eat all

of it. Or go ahead and eat
all of it. I won’t judge you.

And use this as an ex-
cuse to sit down with a
good book this summer.
There’s nothing better
than reading with a good
snack.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now. She

doesn’t claim to be an ex-
pert in the kitchen but

loves to try new recipes.
You can reach her at 

lindsey@clarionpaper.com
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ROGER ERICKSON, TREASURER

ENDORSED BY HARVEY COUNTY 
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JOIN US FOR A FREE HOMEBUYER’S WORKSHOP.

Buying your first home could be daunting.  We’ll make sure it isn’t.

Homebuyer’s WORKSHOP

This insider-information session is 
jam-packed with expert guests from 
the real estate, home inspection, 
insurance and mortgage industries.  
Discover realistic expectations and 
gain practical knowledge about 

The First-time Homebuyer�s 
Workshop is free.

Come prepared with questions, and 
don�t worry, dinner (pizza!) is on us.

Or you can RSVP by calling 
800.428.8472 ext. 315.

@ Chisolm Trail Shopping Center (Trail Room)

SIGN UP AT HCU.COOP/WORKSHOP TODAY

Tuesday, July 26  �  6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
RSVP required (for pizza purposes)
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Your Independent Agency since 1978

Call Us For A Custom Quote & Personal Attention

417-274-2383

Tiffany Jenkins
jenkinstiffany05@gmail.com
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LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Butterbeer fudge is a butterscotch-flavored fudge named for a tasty bev-
erage described in the “Harry Potter” book series.

Stick this buttery fudge in your recipe box

Market at the Park: Craft, vintage event Aug. 6 as part of local fair

Stephanie Phelps'
and her fiance, Je-
remy Griffith's,

best-seller started out
with movies.

Newton resident Phelps
had a wall shelf filled
with recorded movies, and
she wanted a place to put
more flicks.

So, she asked her fi-
ance, Jeremy Griffith, to
make a cabinet, which he
did using barn wood and a
vintage screen window as
a door.

Before that, Phelps
wanted a shelf.

“We just repurpose a lot
of different stuff,” Griffith
said. “I don't like to see
stuff get thrown away. […
]  Me making stuff started
with her needing a shelf.”

This shelf now hangs in
their living room. 

From there, their craft-
ing business, Rustik
Kaos, was born, and
benches are their second-
best selling items.

Rustik Kaos will be one
of 50 to 60 vendors at
Market at the Park,
which is from 9 a.m. to 6
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 6,

just east of the swimming
pool in Athletic Park as
part of the Harvey County
Fair. There will be 83
booths, with some vendors
having more than one
booth. This is the first
time Market at the Park
will be at the fair.

“We make barn-wood
furniture,” Phelps said
about Rustik Kaos, which
the couple started in Oc-
tober 2014.

Their prices are reason-
able. In fact, they're so
reasonable, they get com-
plimented on them. Their
cabinets with the vintage
screen doors sell for $50
for rather large ones or
around $35 for smaller
ones. One December, they
sold items at the Canton
craft show, and a lady
said she wished she had
seen their cabinet before
she bought one in Wichita
for $250. The woman even
said she liked their cabi-
net better.

“I really did feel bad for
her,” Phelps said.

Griffith wants their
products to not cost too
much.

“I want them to be af-
fordable so someone who
lives paycheck to pay-
check can afford to put

one of those in their
house,” Griffith said.

Both Griffith and
Phelps have full-time
jobs, and Phelps also is
busy with her online auc-
tion business.

The vintage screen win-
dow on the cabinets and
other wood have old peel-
ing, which is really desir-

able right now. Another
one of their products is
outhouses with small
ones measuring in at 5
feet, 5 inches and bigger
ones being full-sized.
They sold one to a lady
who wants four more lit-
tle ones and one full-sized
one. This lady sells them
somewhere else. The out-

houses can be used for
storing garden tools and
the like.

Also one November,
Griffith and Phelps had
their items for sale at the
Coliseum. One lady liked
their prices and products
a lot.

“She bought half of
everything we had,”
Phelps said. “It was
crazy.”

That lady did all her
Christmas shopping just
at their booth, buying
signs, benches and a
bunch of snowman-
painted enamel pans.
Griffith said he does the
woodwork while Phelps
does the painting, like on
signs and such.

“And now it's spiraled

into the market,” Griffith
said. “There are a lot of
creative people in Newton
and Harvey County that
people don't know about.”

Phelps said about 20 to
30 booths will be with
people from out of Harvey
County who are traveling
a long way to get here.

“We want to make the
fair a destination,” Phelps
said, quoting someone on
the Harvey County Fair
Board. “[…] And this is a
way to do that. We want
to keep up with the
trends, and anything vin-
tage, handmade, repur-
posed is very in.”

Other items sold at the
market include lots and
lots of vintage, homemade
jams, jellies and salsas,
knitted and crocheted
items, welded yard art,
handmade jewelry, hand-
made bath and body prod-
ucts, essential oils and
photographs. The dead-
line to be a vendor has
passed, and there will be
some vendors from the
Harvey County Farmers
Market selling there as
well.

“There's tons of differ-
ent booths,” Griffith said.
“I mean, there's a vari-
ety.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Jeremy Griffith, co-owner of Rustik Kaos, works with barn wood
Monday afternoon at his home. RIGHT: This is one of the cabinets Je-
remy Griffith made, which is in his and Stephanie Phelps' home.
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that has all the right ingredients: 
Friendly, helpful service from people you know.

Stop by today and let us show 
you how we can help!

Goessel
620.367.2264

Newton North
316.283.3035

Newton South
316.283.7478

NMLS # 791580
Hesston

620.327.4941
Newton Walmart 

316.283.7350

thecsb.com

• FREE CHECKING •
$50 minimum balance to open account

No Monthly Maintenance Fee
Unlimited Withdrawals-No Checks, ATM Card Only

Monthly statement.

• FREE CHECKING PLUS •
$50 minimum balance to open account

No monthly maintenance fee
Unlimited check writing

Monthly statement with no check images
$1.00 per page for check copies (optional)

brandon@friesentechnologyservices.com • 800-928-3097

or bring computer to 116 S. Main in Hillsboro or 706 N. Main in Newton

www.friesentechnologyservices.com

Fast & Affordable
Computer Repair

We diagnose & repair all kinds of
computer and networking problems.

troubleshooting • VOIP phone systems
repairs & upgrades • computer sales

Mention 
this ad for

NEW 
CUSTOMER
DISCOUNT!

HOURS: MON-FRI 7:30- 5:30, SAT. 8:00 - 3:00, CLOSED SUNDAY

NEWTON
316-283-0700

1601 W. 1st St.

ONNEWT
 1st St..WW.1601 

316-283-0700
ONNEWT

HOURS: MON-FRI 7:30- 5:30, SA . 8:00 - 3:00TT.0- 5:30, SAAT YAAYOSED SUND. 8:00 - 3:00, CL

Open SATURDAYS until 5
@ KRANZ MOTORS

Coupon Must Be 
Presented At Time 

Of Service!

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Danika Bielek, executive director of the Bethel College of Performing Arts, talks about the new future space
in the basement of Memorial Hall at Bethel College.

Local fine-arts academy
dancing back to Bethel

Instead of just drop-
ping their kids off at
the old Washington

Elementary School and
coming back later to pick
them up, parents will be
able to go to Mojo's Coffee
Bar, have a cup of Joe,
read their e-mail, and get
a little peace and quiet.
Or maybe they'll choose
to walk around the per-
fectly manicured campus,
taking in all nature has
to offer.

Those are just some of
the reasons parents and
staff of Bethel College
Academy of Performing
Arts (BCAPA) are excited
the organization is mov-
ing back to the North
Newton college campus.

In 1996, then-faculty
member Don Kehrberg
created BCAPA in the
music department in the
fine arts center at Bethel
College, said Danika
Bielek, BCAPA's execu-
tive director.

“His idea was to create
a music preparatory pro-
gram for the music de-
partment to have, so that
is how we began,” Bielek
said, sitting in Mojo's on
Friday afternoon. “That
was our first seed.”

Since its first home at
Bethel 20 years ago,
BCAPA has moved a few
times. Its second location
was on East Broadway,
and then it moved to the
old Washington school a
few years ago.

Now, they're coming
home, and since its incep-
tion, BCAPA has ex-
panded, offering more
than music instruction.
There's also dance, act-
ing, music theory and art
classes, to name a few.

Bielek said their school
is unique as it's unusual
to have a place where
parents can drop off kids
of different ages where
maybe one goes to an art
class, another to dancing
and a younger one to Kin-
dermusik.

BCAPA will be in the
basement floor of Memo-
rial Hall, where they're
hoping to move in during
the 2016 winter break
and start offering classes
at the end of January.

As of Friday, their fu-
ture location already had
new mostly navy-blue
carpet. Bethel College an-
nounced July 7 the non-
profit art school had
signed a lease for the
space.

Bielek said they'll rent
the space at a reasonable
rate, cutting $2,000 out of
their monthly budget.

“We'll be able to put so
much more into our pro-

gram,” she said, adding
this could include having
more student scholar-
ships, being able to really
live their mission, getting
more supplies, giving
staff competitive pay and
expanding their arts pro-
grams in “new and excit-
ing directions.”

Having BCAPA at
Bethel will benefit both
organizations. For in-
stance, the academy has
nearly 300 students who
are potential Bethel Col-
lege students; they range
in ages from toddlers to
senior citizens, so that
brings hundreds of people
to campus who might not
otherwise go there. And
students from Newton
and North Newton aren't
the only ones who attend
BCAPA. Bielek said peo-
ple come from other
towns in the area, includ-
ing Hutchinson, Wichita,
Marion, Halstead, Buh-
ler, Hillsboro, Halstead,
Hesston and Goessel, to
attend the fine-arts
school.

“We wanted to find
ways to support Bethel,
who has been so kind to
us,” Bielek said.

One benefit to BCAPA
is it's an affiliate organi-
zation to the college, and
since Bielek has been ex-
ecutive director for years,
she said it's been trickier
for them than other affili-
ates to keep the lines
open with the college. She
said it will be easier to be
an affiliate and have a
good, positive relation-
ship being on campus.

BCAPA also will have a
great deal of space, as
their plans include a
lobby; a larger space for
acting, Kindermusik, or-
chestra and larger
classes; two dance stu-
dios, one of which will be
larger than what they
have currently; a mid-size
room for Suzuki Strings,
music theory and cham-
ber classes; five music
studios; an administra-
tive office; and an execu-

tive director office. They
plan to knock out some
walls to open some things
up.

“The cool one for me re-
ally as director is dress-
ing rooms,” Bielek said.
Yes, they'll get a dressing
room for males and one
for females.

The dance studios will
have new floors. Although
part of the basement still
is utilized by Bethel, like
the weight and cardio
rooms, much of it was left
vacant when the nursing
department moved.

“We're updating, and so
our capital campaign is
for $65,000 to renovate
the space,” Bielek said.

That cost also includes
furniture and moving ex-
penses for five pianos.

So far, they've met a
third of their capital cam-
paign goal. People are
welcome to donate to the
cause. Checks or charge-
card information can be
sent to BCAPA, Coming
Home Fundraiser, 300 E.
27th St., North Newton,
KS, 67117, with designa-
tions on how much people
wish to donate. Or con-
tact Bielek at 316-283-
4902 or
bcapa@bethelks.edu. In
addition, people are wel-
come to give a one-time
gift or monthly gifts. Do-
nations are tax-de-
ductible.

“BCAPA is launching
the Coming Home Capital
Campaign to assist fund-
ing necessary renovations
to the leased space,”
Bielek wrote in a news re-
lease.

In addition to the gen-
eral donations, the cam-
paign also is doing room
sponsorships, and people
also can donate items,
like supplies, for gifts in
kind. The multi-purpose
room already is spon-
sored.

“That would be a great
way to legacy and know
that wonderful things
will happen in this room,”
Bielek said.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, dancers Emily Blaine, Miranda Reinert and Kate Sebes ham
it up during a rehearsal. 

A pilot based out of the
Newton City/County Air-
port died in a gyrocopter
crash in Butler County
Friday night. 

The man was identified
by the Kansas Highway
Patrol as James Toevs of
Whitewater. 

According to KHP
crash logs, Toevs, 61,
crashed four miles north
east of Whitewater after

being witnessed making
a steep climb before the
gyrocopter pitched for-
ward. It then crashed
into the ground, killing
Toevs.

Butler County emer-
gency responders as well
as Newton Fire/EMS re-
sponded to the incident. 

Harvey County Com-
missioner Chip Westfall,
who is also a pilot, ex-
tended his sympathies to
the man's family at the
Monday county commis-

sion meeting. 
A gyrocopter functions

similarly to a helicopter
with wings on a rotor
spinning to provide lift. A
gyrocopter’s rotors spin
without engine power,
compared to a helicopter,
however. A gyrocopter
has an engine powered
propeller, providing it
with forward thrust. The
forward thrust then
causes the rotors, which
are not connected to an
engine, to rotate.

Pilot based out of local airport dies in crash
NEWTON NOW STAFF
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The

difference
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(316) 283-4343
Fax (316) 283-5460

120  E. Broadway
Newton, Kansas 67114

Michael L. Hylton
Licensed Funeral Director

Monument Specialist
Pre-need Counselor

Jackie S. Anderson
Licensed Funeral Director

Monument Specialist
Pre-need Counselor

www.broadwaycolonialfh.com

            

www.broadwaycolonial

Newton, Kansas 671
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Whether you�re buying your 
first car or your retirement home,
I�m here for you every step of the way.
Let�s talk about how I can help. 
Let�s talk today. 

Agent
Kenneth Hall Agency
(316) 284-0884
ken.hall@amfam.com

Sales Specialist- All Lines
Kenneth Hall Agency
(316) 284-0884
twells3@amfam.com
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This front flower bed contains perennials at the home of Don and Elva Kelton of Newton. 

Keltons receive 2016
Yard of the Year honor

Don and Elva Kelton of
Newton seem to have four
green thumbs between
them, as they were
awarded the 2016 Yard of
the Year recognition by
the City of Newton.

“It was a big honor,”
Elva said. “It was a sur-
prise.”

Some highlights of their
yard, which also includes
an immaculately mani-
cured lawn, are vegetable
gardens scattered
throughout, a local-point
flower bed near the curb
and an herb garden.

“I just enjoy herbs,”
Elva said. “The reason
why I like them, for the

most part, they thrive
usually […] in our heat
and drought.”

In addition, she likes all
the different flowers they
make, she said.

Don grew up on the
East Coast, literally grow-
ing up on asphalt and con-
crete, Elva said, and he
had a lot of Italian food
and not so much German
fare.

So Elva likes to grow
Italian herbs.

“I grow others, too,” she
said. “We have thyme.”

Other herbs include
lemon basil, fennel, Ital-
ian parsley, rosemary,
sage, mint and garlic
chives.

Elva said her herbs re-
seed themselves, espe-
cially the lemon basil.

She does use her herbs.

“I make my own pesto,
and I froze it last winter,
so I can take it out and
have fresh pesto” she said. 

When they moved to
Newton years ago, they
had a small garden, and
when they resided in
Philadelphia, they had no
garden as they didn't have
much of a yard.

“We had a little bit of a
garden, but that was it,”
Elva said about when they
first moved to town.

Now, their gardening
efforts have grown, and
Don does most of the
work.

“He really likes the va-
riety,” Elva said.

Their front flower bed
has perennials.

“Anything that's hardy
to Kansas and bushes,”
Elva said.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

County offers loads of rocks
to settle township dispute

How do you try and set-
tle a two-year-long dis-
agreement? The county is
hoping five truckloads or
130 tons of rock will do the
trick. 

The Harvey County
commission spoke with
Alta Township trustee
Kenneth Stucky at its
Monday meeting to settle
a long-standing disagree-
ment involving compensa-
tion for road maintenance. 

Basically, the county put
in a bridge on Burmac
Road in 2014. The bridge
was completed in Novem-
ber of that year. 

County Administrator
John Waltner said the
county contacted the Alta
Township to tell them they
would provide some rock
for repairs to other roads
caused by people going
around the bridge. 

The county posted road
closed ahead signs on Bur-
mac Roads.

Waltner said at the
meeting the county did not
hear back from the town-
ship requesting assistance
to repair the roads. 

In early 2015, the
county received a bill for
$14,000 for repairs of 13
miles of roads in the town-
ship that the township re-
paired. The township held
that the roads were dam-
aged because of the detour.  

“That traffic wasn't our
traffic; that came off Bur-
mac and Dutch [Ave.],”
Stucky said. “That was
your people that came off
those roads. We figured we
had 10 times the amount
of traffic we normally do.”

“Did you do traffic
counts?” Commissioner
Chip Westfall asked.

“No,” Stucky responded. 
After the bill came,

Waltner said the county
offered to provide 50 tons
of rock as well as help take
out a hedgerow the town-
ship wanted removed. He
said again the township
did not take the county up
on its offer. 

At the meeting, Stucky
held that the county
should have established a
detour in the area instead
of putting up road closed
signs. 

Waltner said that if the

county es-
tablishes a
detour, it
becomes re-
sponsible for
all road re-
pairs along
the detour,
and it is not
the county's
policy to establish detours. 

Westfall said he wished
the township would have
contacted the county about
problems it had with traf-
fic around the bridge site. 

“We could have got the
sheriff's office out there
and done vehicle weight
enforcement,” he said.

The commission eventu-
ally settled on its offer of
50 tons of rock to the town-
ship to settle the issue.
The vote went 2-0 in favor
with Commissioner Ron
Krehbiel abstaining. The
issue does involve Kre-
hbiel's district and he was
not heard giving a reason
for his abstention. Kre-
hbiel previously sat on the
township's board, however. 

“Just for your guy's in-
formation, that's five more
loads than I was planning
on doing,” Commissioner
Randy Hague said. 

The township has until
September to accept to the
offer. 

In other news:
The county approved

purchasing a 2009 Ford F
550 emergency response
truck for Harvey County
Communications. The
truck will haul equipment,
personnel and serve as a
mobile communications
center. The truck sold new
for $77,000. The county
purchased it for $30,000. 

The new truck replaces
the old truck, which will be
put up for auction. 

“As far as I'm concerned,
we need to move forward
with this,” Commissioner
Randy Hague said. 

The funding for the ve-
hicle will actually come out
of a maintenance fund  for
the county's new 800
megahertz radio towers,
which are under a war-
ranty for the next year.

The county commission
approved the weekly war-
rants for $63,082. Expen-
ditures on the list included
“canned air” and $26 for
oil and an oil filter for a
bike. The canned air is
pressurized air to blow out
keyboards. The oil filter

for bike ends up refering to
a four wheeler owned by
the county noxious weed
department. Apparently,
the dirt bike has spray
tanks on it that the nox-
ious weeds department
uses to ride out into pas-
tures and fields to spray
weeds. 

Ron Eggert of Newton
addressed the county com-
mission. Eggert said he ap-
preciated the amenities
that the county had. 

He added that the prop-
erty tax cap, which will
fall into place in 2018, will
limit what the commission
will be able to do in the fu-
ture. 

He said supporting
amenities might mean for
a mill levy increase, how-
ever it needs to be done
now before the cap comes
in place in 2018. 

He said there is a need
for a combined facility for
the Newton Police Depart-
ment and Sheriff's Office
and that conditions in the
building were not safe due
to mold. 

After Eggert had fin-
ished, Westfall commented
to Eggert that any unsafe
conditions in the Newton
Police Station were a re-
sult of the City of Newton
not spending money for
the office’s upkeep. 

Hague also put in his
two cents about elected of-
ficials in the Kansas legis-
lature.

“Although I don't ap-
prove of what the legisla-
ture has done, it's the
people that voted to put
them there,” saying the
public holds responsibility
for what the legislature
they elect has done.

A memorial garden ded-
ication is coming up Fri-
day, July 22, at Osage
Trail in East Park.

So far the county has
found $48,000 worth of
loss from July flood event.
It's not enough to meet
FEMA threshold for assis-
tance to the county. 

Jason Mitchell, chair of
the Harvey County Repub-
lican Party, came to ad-
dress the commission to
tell them the Republican
Party Ice Cream Social
will be held 6:30 p.m.,
Thursday, July 21.

All commission mem-
bers were present; the
meeting lasted about two
and one half hours.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Westfall
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Regional cooperation pushed at Eco-Devo gathering

Business leaders and
members of the economic
development community
came together to discuss
local growth Tuesday at
the Meridian Center. 

The theme of the event
was regional cooperation. 

Mayor of Wichita Jeff
Longwell spoke as well
as Jeff Fluhr, president
of the Greater Wichita
Partnership. John Walt-
ner, Harvey County ad-
ministrator, and Bob

Myers, Newton city man-
ager, also spoke.

“We're no longer going
to compete with our
neighbors,” Longwell
said. “A while back a
company in Newton came
to us asking if we'd want
to lure them back from
Newton and I said ‘no.’
My answer might have
been ‘hell no.’”

Instead, Longwell and
Fluhr both stressed the
importance of regional-
ism.

Fluhr said a number of
challenges for the area
existed like drawing and
training skilled workers. 

Fluhr also said that as
one part of the region
benefits so do the others. 

Waltner shared the
sentiment. 

“We wanted to let peo-
ple know in Harvey
County that there are
people wanting to take a

regional approach to eco-
nomic development,”
Waltner said. “This is a
deliberate change in di-
rection for a more collab-
orative approach. In the
past our focus has been
to scoop something and
bring something in and
the win would be ours.
But all you have to do is
look at the cars going
both directions on I-135
to see economic develop-
ment is a regional thing.”

Basically, the idea is
Newton benefits from
Wichita's development
because some of those
workers may need a

place to live. Wichita
would benefit the same
way, and the more busi-
ness and industry there
is in a region, the more
wealth flows in, floating
all boats. 

Beth Shelton, business
development manager of
the Harvey County Eco-
nomic Development
Council, said the collabo-
rative approach favors
what the group is trying
to accomplish. 

“We're trying to look at
what we have and to
grow what's here more
than in the past,” she
said.

To grow local manufac-
turing, which according
to information provided
furnishes nearly a quar-
ter of jobs in Harvey
County, the county needs
skilled workers. Many of
those workers would
come from the educa-
tional system of the re-
gion. 

Shelton said Harvey
County Eco-Devo is also
beginning to share more
contacts with other eco-
nomic development
groups in hopes of bring-
ing businesses not only
to Harvey County but to
the region.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

MyersWaltner

Newton Now is
a legal periodical

After a year-long
process, Newton Now is an
official legal periodical
newspaper recognized by
the U.S. Postal Service. 

That might not mean
much to a regular person,
but the recognition repre-
sents an important mile-
stone to the publication.

“This makes us official in
the eyes of the government
and the post office, even if
we've been the official
paper to our readers since
day one,” Publisher Joey
Young said. “This is also a
positive occurrence for tax-
payers, because we'll be
able to competitively bid on
legals. Competition is al-
ways good for the public.”

Newton Now will be able
to mail out newspapers at
a cheaper rate through the
postal service. With the
recognition, Newton Now
will also be eligible to bid
on legal notices throughout
the county.  

Previously, Newton Now

partnered
with the
Harvey
County In-
dependent
to bid for
Harvey
County
legals,
which re-

sulted in a 60 percent de-
crease in the price the
county spent for legals.

The process of becoming
a legal publication was an
arduous one that involved
dealing with regional and
national offices of the
postal services as well as a
review of Newton Now's
subscribers and circulation
numbers to ensure the
company’s numbers were
in order. They were.

“It was worth it,” Young
said. “They certainly didn't
make it easy on us, but cer-
tain people in the post of-
fice did a good job getting
us through the miles of reg-
ulations and red tape.
We're elated to have made
this step in our journey.”

NEWTON NOW STAFF

Young

Local weekly reaches milestone

Newton Et Cetera Shop grants funds to local groups

n May, the Newton Et
Cetera Shop granted a
combined total of
$26,000 through their
Local Giving Fund to 11
nonprofit organizations
in the Newton area.

Since 2013, the fund has
granted a total of
$74,000 to local nonprof-
its. 

The organizations se-
lected this year were the
Harvey County Home-
less Shelter (Newton),
Sunshine Academy

Learning Center (New-
ton), Zion Mennonite
Church (Elbing), Marion
Co. Fire District #2
(Goessel Fire Dept.),
CASA, A Voice For Chil-
dren (Newton), Harvey
County Domestic Vio-
lence/Sexual Assault

Task Force (Newton),
Newton Meals on
Wheels, Offender/Victim
Ministries (Newton), The
Salvation Army (New-
ton), Trinity Heights
Respite Care (Newton),
and Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania (Newton).

FOR NEWTON NOW

Circles of Hope hosting Harvey County Sheriff Forum

As the election season
ramps up, Peace Connec-
tions wants people to be
informed. On Tuesday,
July 26, the organizations’
Circles of Hope will host a
Harvey County Sheriff’s
race forum from 6:30 to 8
p.m. at the first United
Methodist Church at 801

N. Main. 
Harvey County Clerk

Rick Piepho will discuss
voting along with how to
register before the four
candidates for sheriff talk
about their different vi-
sions for law enforcement
in the county.

Circles of Hope is an or-
ganization that works to
help low-income families
become financially stable
through working with vol-
unteer allies. The group

meets on Tuesday nights
and will have an informa-
tion night on Tuesday,
Aug. 9, from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
for people interested in
utilizing the program, vol-
unteering, or anyone who
has questions.

On Saturday, July 30,
Peace Connections will
host Hope Fest. The long-
time event used to be for
people who wouldn’t oth-
erwise have the opportu-
nity to get a health

screening to get checked.
It has since grown into a
general recourse fair, as
well as health screenings.

Hope fest will help any-
one find out about re-
sources available to them
in Harvey County. There
will be a free lunch for the
first 200 people, as well as
35 exhibitors. The event
will be held from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the Newton
Recreation Center at 1700
N. Kansas Ave.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

The Harvey County
Domestic Violence and
Sexual Assault Safe
House will be conducting
a school supply drive in

the days leading up to
the new school year. 

The organization is
asking for backpacks, dry
erase markers, earbuds,
copy paper, markers,
Kleenex, scissors, glue

sticks, trapper keepers
as well as other school
supplies. 

The items can be
dropped off at 316 N.
Oak Newton (8 a.m. to 4
p.m., Mondays, Tues-

days, Thursdays and Fri-
days) until Aug. 5.

The Safe House pro-
vides shelter and serv-
ices to the victims and
children of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault.

Harvey County Domestic Violence safe house in need of school supplies
FOR NEWTON NOW



Ihave a jumble of thoughts and
ideas this week. 

* First off, last week on the edi-
torial page, we wrote about a need
for unity and how people should
see other people as people. It was
nice to see the Wichita Police De-
partment sit down and have food
with members of the Black Lives
Matter movement in lieu of a
protest. 

The word company comes from
latin roots of together “com” and
“panis” bread. 

I've always thought that word
had a great origin, and I think it
explains that at any kind of gath-
ering of people at a house, usually
the group ends up in the kitchen
munching together. 

Eating is one of our most basic
human traits and as is the case,
unites us with other people despite
what differences we may possess.

I think if we all broke bread to-
gether with people we didn't nec-
essarily see eye to eye with, we'd
have a lot fewer problems in the
world. 

* Perhaps we should've brought
a bit of bread to the political forum
we helped host last Thursday. 

Normally as a journalist, I se-
cretly root for a bit of back-and-
forth when sitting at a political
event or government meeting. An
argument often proves an elected
body isn't discussing government

issues outside of open session or
just deciding what they do in exec-
utive session. 

And let's be honest; they make
for more interesting reading, bet-
ter quotes and more candid per-
spectives into a person. 

But Thursday night, moderating
the legislative forum we co-hosted
with the Newton Chamber, I sat
up there just hoping all the politi-
cians would keep it collegial and
not rip each others' hair out.

It got a bit chippy at times, but
overall I think it went well. 

We had a pile of people show up,
500 to 600, and I was honestly
worried we wouldn't get 200. 

The Meridian Center staff did a
great job making the experience go
off without a hitch and had to
hurry to open up another room for
the event. 

I was interested in the answers
the candidates had to give but had
to sort of take my journalist hat

off. There were a few whoppers
given by candidates, which had me
wanting to ask some follow-up
questions. I was told via text dur-
ing the event I need to work on my
poker face when I disagree with
someone's version's of the “facts.”

So I then took to writing on the
back of note cards during some an-
swers to look busy. 

Everyone who came out de-
serves a pat on the back. We sure
appreciated it, and with that sort
of community support, we may try
to help organize more events in
the future. 

* I think the only people more
glad than me when budget season
ends will be elected officials. And
perhaps government employees.
And perhaps taxpayers. So a lot of
people. I'm writing this column a
bit later than usual, and I kept
wondering why I'm so behind be-
fore realizing I've spent six and a
half hours today in meetings with
a good chunk of the time spent on
government budgets. Not a whole
lot of the public shows up to these
things, but you can always tell
they read about them afterwards,
listening to commissioners discuss
the number of phone calls they
get. 

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899
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For the past two Saturdays,
I've binged watched a cou-
ple of made-for-Netflix

shows, one of which is “Marcella,”
about a serial killer and a lady
detective, and the other is
“Stranger Things,” about a little
boy who disappears.

I have to say, I'm pretty im-
pressed with these shows. I liked
“Stranger Things” the best. It
was “X-Files” meets “The Hardy
Boys” meets “Poltergeist.” The
big star name they got for the
show is Winona Ryder as Joyce,
the mom. Ryder did a great job of
looking extremely stressed and
slightly crazy in her role.

The show has tweens battling
the establishment, government
conspiracies, a police chief trying
to figure everything out, a creepy
monster, psychokinesis and a
parallel dimension called Upside
Down. I'm trying to write about it
to give a flavor of the show with-
out adding spoilers. There's even
a love story of sorts. Imagine if
Mulder and Scully from the “X-
files” were 12.

This show hit the spot in my
“X-Files” cravings, since the most
recent “X-Files” shows weren't
able to do that because, well, they
were crappy in my opinion.

“Stranger Things” is described
on the web thusly, “When Joyce's
12-year-old son, Will, goes miss-
ing, she launches a terrifying in-
vestigation into his
disappearance with local authori-
ties. As they search for answers,
they unravel a series of extraordi-
nary mysteries involving secret

government experiments, unnerv-
ing supernatural forces and a
very unusual little girl.”

The kids in the show did a
great job, as well. My favorite
character is “Eleven,” who is that
unusual little girl. I really en-
joyed her acting, her character
and her character development.

Matt and Ross Duffer, or the
Duffer Brothers, created and di-
rected. I'm not sure who they are
or what else they've done, but I'm
looking forward to any future en-
deavors.

The show is in eight episodes,
and from what I'm reading on the
Web, there might be a second sea-
son. I hope so, and I want it now.

I do have a fondness for scary
movies and shows. I don't like
graphically yucky shows, so I'll
never watch “Hostel” or “Human
Centipede.” No thanks. I prefer
movies like “The Forgotten” or
“The Others,” where there's a
creepy moodiness but no gore.
“Stranger Things” fits into that
category pretty nicely.

I grew up watching the old
horror movies, like “Green Slime”

and “The Wolfman.” While my
mom and sister went to march for
equal race rights, my dad and I
stayed home and watched scary
movies. It seems things a person
enjoys doing with his or her par-
ents when they're young stick
with us when we get older. I'm no
exception. I even like some of the
Michael Myers “Halloween”
movies. Did you know the first
“Halloween” movie hardly even
had any blood in it? It was mostly
moody and scary-stalkery. The
only blood in the movie was some
on Laurie Strode's (played by
Jamie Lee Curtis) shirt sleeve. 

I read somewhere that when
people are making movies,
they're really serious about all
categories, like drama and com-
edy. But when it comes to filming
horror movies, people actually
have fun on the set. I can believe
it.

Two of my sons and I even
made a “horror” movie called
“Halloween Zombie Death” one
year, which is on YouTube. We
had a lot of fun making it, so I
can see that. There was no script.
Rodger was the cinematographer
and director. It's been on
YouTube for years now, and we
even have around 3,000 views.

I just hope Netflix comes up
with some more scary shows!

Wendy Nugent is the features
editor for Newton Now and editor

of Harvey County Now. She can
be reached at wendy@harveycoun-

tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Things get stranger on Netflix
Columns

Editorial

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N. Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com
We welcome letters of general interest to the community and reserve the right to edit for clarification or

length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and writers are limited to one letter every other week. Letters
are due by noon on Monday before publication and must be signed with the writer’s name, address and phone
number for verification purposes. Only the name and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to vol-
ume, letters may need to hold although this is not normally the case. 

Political mailers gloss
over the facts

Thoughts on people coming together this past week

To borrow the oft-quoted phrase, you can put lipstick
on a pig, but it's still a pig. 

We've started to get some lovely glossy political mail-
ers at the office. 

And in our experience, we find that the more a mailer
uses gloss, the more it glosses over truth. 

We got a particularly impressive one into the office
the other day about Carolyn McGinn.

The front had a picture of an immaculately cooked
slice of steak—it was lunch time when we got it.

It stated that “Carolyn McGinn really knows how to
stick it to the taxpayers,” using random capitalizations
for emphasis. 

On the back, it had more pictures of steaks and forks
making a little medium-rare border on the paper, as
well as a perfectly cooked lamb shank, on a bed of
greens and what appeared to be a tomato with couscous
and a balsamic vinegar reduction. 

Pretty fancy stuff. 
In big letters, the flier went on to say she “constantly

expected taxpayers to fork over more to the govern-
ment.”

It then calls her a career politician a few times, and
asserts Carolyn McGinn is all about raising taxes. 

The whole thing was paid for by the Kansas Chamber
Political Action Committee based in Topeka

And then in the tiniest of print it lists two bills
McGinn voted for, one from 2010 and one from 2014,
which we guess backs up the flier's claims? We don't re-
ally know.

Well for fun, we looked through both of those bills. It
took about 20 minutes of researching and combing
through the Internet, as well as our own company
archive, but we found them.

We're sure everyone who gets fliers in the mail takes
such time to investigate their claims. 

Long story short, the first bill it mentions was a 1-
cent sales tax increase McGinn voted for in 2010 which,
at the time, allowed the state to avoid massive spending
cuts to schools following revenue shortfalls caused by
the recession. 

Those sales taxes were to decrease by half by 2013,
with the rest of the money in the taxes being sent to the
Department of Transportation. 

The then campaigning governor Sam Brownback
talked about how bad a deal the sales tax plan was.
Until he put in his own tax plan, wrecked state finances
and then prevented the sales tax from expiring and ac-
tually bumped up state sales tax. He also robbed the
Department of Transportation since, for that matter.
And he also was endorsed by the exact same group
sending out the flier. 

The governor, we assume, gets a pass for his actions.
The second bill they listed, HB 2506, was the legisla-

ture's attempt in 2014 to appease the Supreme Court
and provide equity to school districts. It restored about
$129 million in state equalization payments to school
districts, in a similar move to what the state did this
year. 

The money poured into districts' local option and capi-
tal outlay funds. Those funds were capped, meaning
they could only make up 30 percent or 31 percent of a
school district's budget. 

A provision in HB 2506 allowed school districts to
raise that cap up to 33 percent to capture and spend
those funds from the state. 

We covered the events pretty heavily at our newspa-
per The Clarion in Andale. The Renwick school district
jumped up to that cap, and still had money left over to
provide a small tax decrease. 

Neither of those bills that prompted the meat-covered
mailer demonstrate ordering up the “state's largest
helpings of higher taxes.”

Though many would argue the governor's tax plan
and cuts to state services sure impact local budgets and
property tax increases. 

Long story short, the mailer simply cherry-picked
some information it doubted people would look up and
misconstrued the facts. The group sending out the mail-
ers is pushing to get rid of every legislator who doesn't
fall in lock and step with its far right political agenda.
Political Action Committees did the same trick in 2012,
with a flurry of mailers which helped purge the legisla-
ture of moderates and resulted in the crazy mess we
have today. 

This editorial isn't meant to sway people one way or
the other on a candidate. This hapless flier happened to
be the one we had in the office to look at in making a
point we've wanted to make for a while. 

So our recommendation would be to ignore such
things coming from all camps during the upcoming elec-
tion and instead rely on your own research, or informa-
tion you get from objective sources.

Nearly 600 of you all did that last weekend when you
turned out to a local candidate forum we put on. 

That, in our opinion, is a much better way to decide
how to vote instead of counting yard signs or sticking
with political mailers. 

Truth can stand just fine on its own. It doesn't need
hours of graphic design work and glossy paper to get the
job done. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board

WENDY’S WORDS

WENDY NUGENT

Say what?

Let us not seek the
Republican answer or
the Democratic an-
swer, but the right
answer. Let us not
seek to fix the blame
for the past. Let us ac-
cept our own respon-
sibility for the future.

John F. Kennedy

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

CARTOON BY AMY SMARSH-JOHNSON/NEWTON NOW
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This year I decided to take the
week of July 4th as a stayca-
tion. 

The plan was simple—stay at
home with the kids, and finish
some home-improvement projects.   

On day two, I rented the original
Ghostbusters movie for the kids,
and disappeared into the newly
constructed downstairs bathroom
to hang a mirror, a towel ring and
a toilet paper holder. 

This took quite a bit of self-talk.
I’ll admit to being completely
spoiled by a father who is a handy-
man extraordinaire.  

He started me young, calling me
into the garage to catch boards off
the table saw. My first job was at
15 as his carpenter’s assistant.
Setting and filling nail holes in
finish moulding became my spe-
cialty.

This tutelage continued through
his 23 years working at Kropf
Lumber.  Through the years, he
kept me abreast of the latest and
greatest home improvement prod-
ucts. 

And, in the last three years of
my extreme home makeover, I’ve
watched my dad do more projects
than I can count.  I’ve assisted him
with tiling, sheetrock, and in-
stalling kitchen cabinets.  I even
helped him leveling the house
using car jacks to raise a new
beam.

As a result, there are jobs for
which I need no supervision. Mud-
ding, taping, painting are all
within my wheelhouse.  

But, the projects in front of me
this day were like giants looming.  

I employed a lot of self-talk.
“You can do this, Tina.”  I have a
cordless drill and bits.  I have
printed instructions.  I have the
internet and Youtube videos.  The
excuses could not justify my pro-
crastination. 

“You can do this, Tina,” I re-
peated.  

The mirror hung smoothly.  Al-
ways start with the easy one to
build your confidence, right? 

Then, I ran the stud finder
across the wall by the sink to hang
the towel ring.  I almost cried,
“Where’s the stud?” Mustering
back my doubts, I drilled a hole for
the wall anchor to secure the
bracket.  Success! The ring hung
beautifully in place. 

The toilet paper holder sat there
staring me down, though.  I knew
it would be more complex with two
brackets which must be installed
evenly.  “I will vanquish you,” I
whispered. 

I opened the box to find a poster-
sized paper template with
schematics that looked like an out-
line of the decks of the Titanic.
Ok, maybe I’m exaggerating.  But,
I was knocked back for a moment
like a prize fighter stunned by a
quick punch. 

Fighting back, I cut the paper
down to size and taped it to the
wall.  I leveled it.  Then, I leveled
it again.  

Still no studs?  Who needs
them?  I have mastered the art of
the wall anchor!  My confidence
swelled.  I’m going to knock this
out in no time. 

With the second bracket in-
stalled, I lowered the connecting
rod between the two posts.  That
moment is replayed in my head in
slow motion.  It stood at an incline.  

Rocked back on my heels, I re-
traced my every step.  Everything
had been level along the way.  

In a moment of pure frustration,
I reached the right bracket and
gave it a good twist. The rod slid
perfectly into place. 

I sat there for a moment revel-
ing in my victory.  

Until I realized the Stay Puft
Marshmallow Man was lumbering
his way through Central Park
West. Those three seemingly sim-
ple home projects tasks had taken
me almost two hours to complete.

I called my dad, anyway.  He
was still proud.  

Tina Payne serves as the director
of Harvey County United Way.

Home improvement takes up some ‘Ghostbusters’ time Endorsement letter policy updated

Guest Editorial

Life is full of give and take,
you give it to the govern-
ment or they will take it by

force.
The state cut taxes to stimulate

job growth and it seems to have
worked with record low unem-
ployment in the county and
state. Unfortunately they didn’t
get a corresponding cut in spend-
ing pushed through with all the
pressure from every group hooked
on the taxpayers. It seems most
politicians have the age old prob-
lem of not being able to stomach
telling some group they will have
to do with less or none at all. Now
the state doesn’t kick in as much
locally as it used to and the local
government wants to raise our
taxes again instead of telling
someone no.

Just last year the school took a
2.5 mill increase, so did the
county.  Now the city is talking a
minimum of 8 mill increase with
the school and county not far be-
hind I am sure.  How much of
this is trying to beat the state cap
on raises? The school district has
millions in reserves. You don’t
seem to hear about that in the
media. The media also seems to
forget that almost 10 years ago
the city commission voted to
spend millions on an empty logis-
tics park.  We have been paying
many mills worth of taxes on debt
service and now the city wants to
build more multi-million dollar
facilities with even more debt. I
feel if we want a big ticket item

like a new police station we
should vote on it, you can be sure
if there is an 8 to 20 mill increase
in taxes because of it there will
be a vote at the ballot box. 

Health insurance cost has gone
up considerably for all govern-
ment agencies because of the
mandates from Obamacare.  Well
unfortunately so has mine. The
difference is in private industry I
have to pay 100 percent of the in-
crease. As a taxpayer I have to
now foot the bill for a majority of
their increase too. How is that
fair?  The economy keeps squeez-
ing the middle class but it seems
government always wants to keep
holding their employees from
harm while the taxpayer keeps
getting bilked.

Now is the time to be involved
with the budgeting process, not
after it is published.  All the grip-
ing later will only make the
elected officials uncomfortable
with the decision they have al-
ready made, not change the fact
the increase is coming.  

The budgets will soon be pub-
lished so if you want to make a
real difference you need to get in-
volved immediately.

You can bet the pro govern-
ment growth crowd is already in-
volved.  The school lobby seems to
act like big bullies.  At the candi-
date forum last week anytime a
politician they didn’t agree with
spoke they would boo and hiss
and give them the ‘stink eye’.
When someone talked about
spending more tax dollars on edu-
cation they were raucous with
their applause.  

Don’t they realize that bullying
doesn’t just mean physically?
They should lead by example and
be courteous to those they don’t
agree with instead of trying to in-
timidate them.

Be sure to make it to the Har-
vey County Republican party ice
cream social this Thursday 21
July 16 at 6:30pm at athletic
park just off 5th St.  We will have
many local elected officials and
candidates there to meet and dis-
cuss their views.  

We will also have a candidate
forum for the Senate candidates
and the Sheriff candidates.
Questions will need to be written
down so if you have something
you would like to ask please bring
it with you.  I look forward to see-
ing you there.

Jason Mitchell is a local land-
lord and chair of the Harvey

County Republican Party.

This is a great time to get engaged about your tax increases

FEELIN’ THE PAYNE

TINA PAYNE

MY VIEWS

JASON MITCHELL

So we've been receiving a pile of endorsement letters of
late. 

It's election season, and people are out there trying to
sway elections one way or the other. 

Endorsement letters are good in one sense, because it
provides community input. Some can bring up good points.
And we really do want our paper to serve as a political
forum. 

There's a lot of news going on in Newton, however. And
we run two opinion pages each week in the paper. For us,
those pages are pretty prime real estate. 

Endorsement letters can get petty and personal real
fast. The other problem with them is that many cam-
paigns abuse them as a cheap way of getting votes. Put
out a form, get a name signed on the form, send it into the
paper, and repeat. Why advertise when you can just put
your copy in a letter and get it for free? To use that doesn't
exactly feel right. 

You don't like junk forms in your mailbox. We don't like
it in our paper. We also don't care for the kind of endorse-
ments sent by groups with no connection to our coverage
area.

We also like to have original content in the paper, mean-
ing we're none-too-keen on publishing letters that go in
other publications. We come out once a week, which some-
times means such letters have been already printed else-
where by the time we publish.

So, following the flood, we decided to set a policy not to
publish endorsements. 

And I bet you can feel the “but” coming on right now.
But, that being said, we've continued to have discus-

sions following feedback with readers and some of the peo-
ple submitting the letters. As a relatively new newspaper
run by just a few, we have the flexibility to change our
minds now and then when someone makes a good case. At
least no one can say, “Well, you've always done it this or
that way.”

So we have decided to revise that policy, being convinced
that genuine endorsement letters would serve our readers’
interests and be worth the space they are printed on. 

So starting next week, we will be printing endorsement
letters that fall within some guidelines. Due to space they
will be 250 words or shorter. They will be civil, without
overly personal attacks of other people, and we still re-
serve the right to not run them or ask the author to revise
if their tone doesn't fit within these standards.

They will be signed as is our policy, and we're only pub-
lishing ones that are either from local people or sub-
scribers. We will not run form letters.

This policy is also subject to change again if it becomes
abused. 

Such a policy may cause some to grumble, but it's our
job to make sure we're filling our paper with the best and
most useful information for our readers. And that's what
we're trying to do with our policy revision. 

So, thank you all. And good luck on deciding on which
candidates to vote for. 

—Newton Now
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U.S. Sen. Jerry Moran’s re-election bid has his team
also working to help Gov. Sam Brownback’s cause.

Moran, a Hays Republican, faces an easy primary
challenge from relative unknown Republican D.J. Smith
of Osawatomie. A Democrat and Libertarian have scant
chance of success against Moran in the general election.

Many folks would like to see Independent Greg Orman
of Olathe, who made a strong run against U.S. Sen. Pat
Roberts in 2014, in the mix as an alternative to the
hyper-partisanship that’s destroying the political
process.

Meanwhile, Moran’s campaign workers are pitching
their guy and also soliciting support for ultraconserva-
tive state legislators favored by Brownback.

In one instance, Moran’s people even knocked on the
door of Dinah Sykes of Lenexa, who’s challenged Brown-
back ally Sen. Greg Smith of Overland Park in the GOP
primary.

The Moran workers discussed the presidential race
and Moran’s primary contest before actually asking
Sykes if she’d consider voting for Smith — her opponent.

Sykes said she’d be voting for herself, naturally.
Moran volunteers also have teamed up with ultracon-

servative Statehouse candidates as they’ve gone out to
meet prospective voters.

While it’s necessary to question why a Republican in
Congress would take sides among Republican State-
house candidates, other Kansas office-holders have in-
tervened in similar ways.

In 2008, for example, Democratic Gov. Kathleen Sebe-
lius engaged in a Kansas Senate race in Wyandotte
County. Four years later, Brownback supported chal-
lengers to several moderate Republicans in his success-
ful quest to shift the Senate GOP caucus to the far right.

As for Moran, his team seemed to get busier showing
public support for Brownback-aligned Statehouse hope-
fuls after rumors ended of U.S. Rep. Mike Pompeo, a tea-
party favorite, possibly running for Moran’s Senate seat.

But regardless of why or how it’s happened, it’s unfor-
tunate to watch Moran, once viewed as more of a cen-
trist, gravitate to the far right.

His recent flip-flop over whether the U.S. Senate
should address President Barack Obama’s U.S. Supreme
Court nominee Merrick Garland — Moran correctly
called for senators to move forward with hearings, then
fell in line with tea-party obstructionism and reversed
his position — was a prime example.

Helping Brownback allies with a sorry record of serv-
ice in Topeka would be another, unfortunately. 

— Guest editorial by The Garden City Telegram

U.S. senator plays politics
by engaging in GOP races
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half the size of the original.
“There’s no drawing,” Franz

said. “It’s all there in front of
me.”

Franz sold three of the trac-
tors, and he still has one.
Perched atop that tractor is
Harvey, an automaton. Franz
sold the first half-scale tractor
for $75,000, he said, and it was
modeled after a 1927 tractor.

When he made the tractor he
keeps at home, Franz borrowed
a tractor from local farmer Ken
Hamilton, modeling his smaller
version after the International
Harvester Farmall F-14, which
was dated 1929.

“He was kind enough to let
me take it all apart and put it
back together,” Franz said.

Franz said these creations
run, and all the parts are identi-
cal to the originals. He’s even
created tractor tires from molds
he made.

There’s only so far Franz can
take making things half the size
of the original, he said, jokingly
saying the paint on this shiny
red half-scale tractor is twice
the thickness it should be.
That’s because he wasn’t able to
divide the high-quality automo-
tive paint he used in half. He
also joked he’s not able to divide
the molecules he uses in the gas

in half.
Even so, the tractors caught

the eyes of at least three buyers.
A man in Wolf Point, Mont.,
who had a John Deere museum,
bought the first one.

“He built a museum on his
farm in the country,” Franz
said.

Since it takes Franz 2,000
hours to make a tractor, he the-
oretically was paid about $37.50
an hour to make that first trac-
tor.

The retired owner of Denny’s
Heating & Cooling said he
named the farmer automaton
Harvey after Harvey County.
The little man can wave and

control the tractor, which
weighs about 300 pounds.

“A lot heavier than it looks,”
Franz said. “[…] It’s strictly an
enjoyable hobby. I gotta be
doing something, something me-
chanical.”

Taking to mechanics seems to
come naturally for Franz, as his
father was mechanically in-
clined, as was an uncle, who
built model aircraft, some of
which are displayed at the
Smithsonian. In fact, Franz’s
uncle gave a Navy plane model
to President George W. Bush
modeled after the one Bush flew
in the Navy.

Scaled-down tractors aren’t

the only things Franz has built.
Twenty-five years ago, he made
a miniature traction engine he
can fit in the palm of his hand
that runs on propane, and he
even won a machinist award for
it.

“It actually ran on steam back
in the day,” Franz said.

In addition, on his birthday in
September 2013, he started
work on a motorcycle fashioned
after those built in the early
1900s. He constructed this one
from scratch using his own de-
sign and was the second one
he’d built. Franz said that in the
early 1900s, motorcycles were
quite popular, but as cars got
cheaper, motorcycles became
less popular. Even Goessel and
Sedgwick had motorcycle clubs.

Franz painted his “Franz
Flyer” a rusty orange his wife
and kids picked out after seeing
it on an antique Fiestaware
bowl, Franz thought. That color
is a theme with this motorcycle,
since the handlebar grips are
made from Osage Orange wood.

“I’m not going to sell it, be-
cause I like to go out in the
evening and ride it,” Franz said.
“And it doesn’t take up much
space.”

Franz sold the first motorcy-
cle he built to a motorcycle mu-
seum in Bethany, Okla., which
is on Route 66 in an old filling
station.

Two years ago, Franz put to-

gether a motorcycle for his wife,
Rita.

“I built her one,” he said. “She
rode on that.”

He said they rode together
one time before Rita had sur-
gery Oct. 3, 2015, and now she’s
getting back to normal. She
thinks she might be able to ride
again next summer, and they’ve
been married for 52 years.

Another motorcycle he built
also was from scratch. It’s a V8
modeled after cycles from the
1915s-1920s, almost is full sized
and was completed in late
spring.

Franz isn’t sure what he’ll do
next. He’s talked about making
another clock, but that doesn’t
seem too challenging, although
he does find clocks fascinating. 

“If you’ve ever looked at an
old pocket watch and you see
the mechanisms […] I don’t
think anyone today could make
that. They could barely work on
them,” he said. “It’s all digital
now.”

At one point, Franz made a
grandfather clock, which is on
display in their home. He’s also
made about nine others. With
the grandfather clock, he put
the entire thing together, in-
cluding the inner workings and
used Kansas walnut wood from
Council Grove. 

“And it plays ‘The Star Span-
gled Banner’ on the hour,”
Franz said.

FRANZ
From Page 1
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Denny Franz works on a metal lathe in his shop at home. 

“What do you do with a
boat?” Marc said. “You
can’t fence it. And worse
yet, you are not going to
get away with it, because
somebody is going to see
you taking a boat down
the river. It is not like
you can sneak it in your
backpack. So it wasn’t
something we ever antici-
pated happening, and for
obvious reasons, it wasn’t
terribly hard to find
them.”

Getting the boats back
was the biggest thing for
the Fitzroys, who can get
back to renting the boats. 

“It wasn’t malicious,”
Marc said. “It was just

kids being kids.”
The business started in

May of 2015, and it has
had a good run of people
looking for something to
do who want to enjoy the
outdoors. 

“My mom used to say
that Kansas is a great
place to live, but I would-
n’t want to visit,” Marc
said. “We don’t have a lot
of the great features, like,
we don’t have the moun-
tains of Colorado, we
don’t have the lakes of
Missouri, we don’t have
the oceans of Florida. One
of the few things we have
from a geographical
standpoint in Newton is
the river. It is just in the
last several years that
people have started tak-
ing advantage of it.”

BOATS
From Page 1

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Marc Fitzroy loads a kayak into the river on July 19. Fitzroy runs
CaNewton, a boat rental service by the 5th St. bridge.

two new police officers. 
The commission made sugges-

tions of cuts for Myers to consider
making in order to get the mill levy
increase down to five mills. 

The cuts would include removing
the positions of a community ad-
vancement coordinator as well as a
legal assistant position. 

“One item I would recommend is
the community advancement posi-
tion,” Commissioner Barth Hague
said, saying that there could be pos-
sible overlaps between that position
and others. “This is a very tough
place to be in.”

According to a number provided
during the meeting, removing those
two positions would save the city
$177,000, counting pay and bene-
fits. 

The vacant finance director/assis-

tant city manager position would be
left open for the time being with a
savings of $13,000 a month, which,
as it came up at the meeting, would
help the city offset some of the cost
of paying the previous city man-
ager's severance package. 

The suggested amount of money
spent on the Warkentin House for
next year was cut from $165,000
down to $100,000, with an elimina-
tion of a $15,000 possible capital
outlay fund for the house saving
$80,000. 

Koehn suggested the commission
fix up what needed to be fixed and
sell it off to avoid continuing ex-
penses on it. He didn't get much
push back from other commission-
ers. 

“There's a group of churchgoing
people that should have that build-
ing and take care of it,” Nygaard
said. 

Replacing playground equipment
at Military Park was also put on

the list of projects to be put on hold
for a $95,000 savings, and it was
suggested the city cut its budget for
economic development incentives
by $50,000 down to $200,000. 

All of those cuts, including leav-
ing the assistant city manager's po-
sition vacant, would come in at
$558,000. 

It's not set in stone that all of
those cuts would be made in the
final budget, however. Instead,
they were suggestions made to
Myers. 

Myers was also directed to bring
a plan for fitting $225,000 in the
budget to begin financing a new po-
lice station while keeping the mill
levy increase at 5 mills. 

No decision still was made if that
station would be planned for or left
up to a possible vote. 

The city commission will have its
next budget meeting at 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday prior to its commission
meeting.

TAX
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November election. Cur-
rent Sheriff T. Walton is
retiring. 

For the Senate District
31 seat, Republicans in-
cumbent Carolyn McGinn
and Renee Erickson are
facing off in the primary,
and the winner will go up
against Democrat J.
Michelle Vann in the fall.

For the Kansas House
District 72 seat, incum-
bent Marc Rhoades and
Tim Hodge will face off in
the primary.

Moderator for the forum
was Adam Strunk, man-
aging editor of Newton
Now. Newton Now hosted
the event along with the
Newton Area Chamber of
Commerce.

First up were the sheriff
candidates. During their
opening comments, they
gave reasons why they
wanted to be sheriff.
These included:

“The reason I want to
be sheriff is because this
is my home,” Hall said. “I
live here.”

“I'm familiar with the
sheriff's department,”
Brunner said. “It's a team
effort—not just one per-
son.”

Gay said he grew up in
Newton, went to work for
the Newton Police Depart-
ment in 1991 and is a
school resource officer at
Newton High School. 

Jolliff said he was a
lieutenant with the local
police department and has
resided in Harvey County
all his life.

Their first question
was: The sheriff's position
has many responsibilities
from managing deputies,
to a jail, to budgets, to
being a public face for law
enforcement. Why do you
think you are qualified to
be sheriff?

“My law enforcement
career has led me in posi-
tions of leadership,” Hall
said, adding he leads in-
vestigations in crime de-
tection, heads up the local
SWAT team, does crime
analysis and is active with
the group (Newton) Com-
munity for Racial Justice.
“You asked a multi-
faceted question. […] I'm
a multifaceted guy.”

Brunner said in his
work experience, he's han-
dled budgets and was in-
volved in managing crews.
He said he worked with

the federal government
and helped lay ground-
work on assisting with
disasters, such as Hurri-
cane Katrina.

“To me, budget is num-
bers, just math,” Gay said.
“The budget things I'm
not concerned about.” He
also said he was a leader
in the Marine Corps.

“My management style
is the relationships,” Gay
said. “I build with people.”

Jolliff said while he was
with the NPD, he was in
management and dealt
with the budget there.
“I'm going to hire good
people,” he said. “I'm
going to look for people to
come here and do a good
job.”

In regard to the Senate
race, the three women
stated why they're run-
ning. Vann said many
people have had some
losses and in these losses,
many are looking for a
change.

McGinn said she is a
fourth-generation resi-
dent of the district.

“The reason I'm run-
ning is we need to get
back to basics,” she said.
“I am also running be-
cause we need to get
Washington politics out of
Topeka.”

“I'm running because
we need honesty back in
our politics,” Erickson
said. “I think we need
more honesty and in-
tegrity in Topeka.”

After being asked why
they should be elected,
the candidates had vari-
ous responses.

“One of the things I do
well is we have rural com-
munities and urban com-
munities in the district,”
McGinn said. “We need to
work together. I am run-
ning because I care about
this district, and I care
about you.”

“I'm running because I
have the principles and
values that represents the
people here,” Erickson
said. […] “I am pro-life,
pro Second Amendment.”

Vann said a lot of peo-
ple are hurting, and as we
look at Medicaid and the
lack of expansion of Medi-
caid, “we really do need to
have some change. […] I
agree with Carolyn. We
are the laughing stock of
every late-night show.”

Next, Rhoades and
Hodge faced off.

In his opening state-
ment, Rhoades said he
was born and raised in
Newton, and he and his
wife have four children.
He's been in the legisla-
ture for 10 years.

Hodge said he is an at-
torney in Newton, gradu-
ated from Tabor College
in Hillsboro and from law
school at Washburn, and
is on the USD 373 Board
of Education. He said he
is concerned with two is-
sues—schools and in-
come-tax reform.

After being posed the
question about what his
priorities would be if
elected, Hodge said the
main priorities for the in-
come tax system in
Kansas are not fair.

“You cannot have
330,000 businesses in
Kansas that don't pay
taxes,” he said, adding
that's one reason the
state is short month after

month. Later, he also said
Kansas has a revenue
problem that stems from
tax cuts.

“I don't think the state
government is flush with
cash,” Hodge said. “Every-
thing is going up. We
have a revenue problem
not a spending problem.”

The duo was asked how
the state should fund
public schools. Rhoades
said we need to get to-
gether and decide it's not
about money. He said in
2004, the state paid $120
million, and this year, it
paid $270 million, adding
he doesn't know how “we
can continue to ramp it
up.”

Later, Hodge talked
about Medicare, saying he
supports expanding it in
Kansas, that Kansas resi-
dents pay federal taxes
that are going to other
states and that we need
to take advantage of this
tax money.

On the subject of
schools, Rhoades said he
wanted to find a way to
get teachers not to leave,
give them more money
and spend less on school
administration.

Hodge quoted his fa-
vorite saying a few times,
such as after Rhoades
talked about teachers.

“Where your treasure is
buried, your heart is
there also,” he said,
adding conversation
should be restored.

FORUM
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Above: The audi-
ence was packed
during the event at
the Meridian Center.

Left: Marc Rhodes
speaks to the crowd
as challenger, Tim
Hodge listens.  

When artist and art
teacher Phil Epp met artist
and art teacher Julia Ellen
Edmonson, she had al-
ready worked for the U.S.
government in Washington
creating scientific draw-
ings, worked in New York
City drawing for fashion
houses and taught art at
two prestigious universi-
ties, Syracuse and Cornell.

Edmonson returned to
Newton in 1960 after retir-
ing from her teaching posi-
tion at Cornell. Epp didn't
meet her until the 1980s
when he received a call
from the Newton nursing
facility where Edmonson
was living. She had portfo-
lios of art, and with no
known family, the facility
thought Epp would be the
one who could make a con-
nection with her. They be-
came friends who both
enjoyed talking about art.
Edmonson shared her work
and gave him her portfolios
of scientific and fashion
drawings, other pencil
drawings and oils.

Edmonson's work will be
on display from 6 to 8 p.m.
Thursday, July 21, at Car-
riage Factory Art Gallery,
128 E. Sixth St., Newton.
Epp will be present to talk
about his connection with
the artist. Some of the
work will be for sale.

“These are historic pieces
of art,” Epp said. “I think

the community will have
interest in seeing her
work."

Edmonson died in 1983
in Newton. She was a 1914
graduate of Newton High
School. The 1914 "New-
tone" yearbook is dedicated
to "Ellen Edmonson, for
her untiring efforts in mak-
ing 'The

Newtown' a success..."
Edmonson is included in
the high school's Fine Arts
Hall of Fame.

Also on display the
evening of July 21 will be
featured works by mem-
bers of the Kansas Art Ed-
ucation Association. Bob
Wambold will provide
music on the piano, and re-
freshments will be served.
The event is free and open
to the public.

Carriage Factory Art
Gallery is a non-profit or-
ganization housed in the
original carriage factory
and blacksmith shop
founded in 1883 by J. J.
Krehbiel, co-founder of
Bethel College. More than
50 area artists have their
work for sale in the gallery
and gift shop. The building
and adjacent courtyard
park are available for rent
for special occasions. 

Gallery hours are noon
to 5 p.m. Tuesdays
through Fridays and 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays.
Third Thursday events are
6 to 8 p.m. Art classes are
throughout the year.

Carriage Factory Art
Gallery to host new exhibit
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It's budget season, and
it seems like every local
governing body will have
some sort of tax increase. 

With the wide group of
taxing bodies in the area,
it's easy to lose what ex-
actly such increases mean
without a broader picture.
So, with the help of the
Harvey County Clerk's of-
fice, which has all the tax-
ing info used in this article
online, we've put together
a simple early breakdown
to provide a little more
info for our readers. 

Increases
We do have some rela-

tively early information on
what local budgets will
look like following budget
workshops. 

The City of North New-
ton has proposed a 5 mill
budget increase, which fol-
lows a 5 mill increase from
the year prior. The City of
Newton Commission di-
rected staff Monday to
make cuts and to also
shoot for a 5 mill budget
increase. 

Harvey County has sug-
gested bumping up its mill
levy by 2.5 mills, and
while the school district
has not yet discussed its
budget publicly, Russell
Miller, assistant superin-
tendent, believes it will
stay relatively flat and
does not project significant
increases. 

The Rec Center, how-
ever, which is under the
school district's taxing au-
thority, will raise its mill
levy 1.21 mills. 

Why
Reasons for the in-

creases vary.
Newton wants to end

last year's deficit spending
and put money into re-
serve funds, as well as in-
crease police staffing and
look at budgeting for a

new police station. The
five mill number proposed
still remains tentative, but
earlier the city commission
looked at options for dou-
ble digit tax increases be-
fore it gave direction on
staffing and other cuts to
be made. 

North Newton is mak-
ing a jump for a part time
police position and provide
budgeting cushion in fu-
ture years. 

The county has to sup-
port infrastructure expen-
ditures at the jail, medical
insurance increases as
well as some additional

staffing costs. The rec
commission hopes to im-
prove the facilities at loca-
tions such as the softball
and baseball field. 

Adding to the reasons
this year is a looming
property tax cap in 2018.
The cap limits revenue in-
creases for governing bod-
ies, requiring a public vote
if their revenues increase
past the level of inflation.

Had the cap been in
place, the county, which
has a multi-million-dollar
budget, would have had to
have a vote if revenues in-
creased by $40,000 this

year. County Clerk Rick
Piepho projected a county
vote on the issue would
cost around $23,000 to
hold.

Right or wrong, local
governing bodies may be
using this last year before
the tax cap to build a
cushion for future needs
into their budgets. Some
like the City of North
Newton have openly dis-
cussed the cap as being
part of the reason for an
increase this year. For oth-
ers like the City of New-
ton, the cap continues to
be a topic of conversation

involving a proposed new
police station. The cap will
basically force the city to
have a vote on whether to
build it in 2018, because
the city would have to in-
crease revenue to finance
it. That is unless the city
decided to move ahead
with the police station
project during the next
budget year.

Impact
A mill here or a mill

there may not mean that
much for property tax pay-
ers, but combined, they
can add up. 

The county may only be
considering raising taxes
by 2.5 mills, but combine
that with the city increase
and a small rec center in-
crease, and that number
could easily near a 9 mill
increase in total to a
homeowner. 

If a person had a
$100,000 home, that
would mean he or she
would pay $103 a year
more in taxes. For a
$100,000 business prop-
erty, that increase would
come to around $225. 

Considering the prior
year, total tax obligations
jumped by around 10 mills
for North Newton and 5
mills for Newton, and
those numbers seem even
bigger.

For the 2015 billing pe-
riod, which lasted into
May of this year, the New-
ton taxpayer had a 155
mill taxing obligation,
though the numbers will

vary a bit depending on
taxing districts.

Again, using the
$100,000 home example,
the property owner would
pay $1,790 dollars in
taxes. 

That same property
owner in North Newton
would pay $1,682 in taxes,
as they have a 146 mill
commitment. 

These numbers are not
the highest in the county. 

That same homeowner
in Burrton would pay
$2,080 in total taxes, and
in Halstead and Walton,
they would pay around
$1,890. In Hesston, they
would have it cheaper,
paying $1,558.

Moving forward
Most of the proposed

taxing numbers provided
are preliminary. Govern-
ing bodies have to publish
a notice for a hearing to
allow the public to give
input on the budgets and
then hold a public hearing
before approving the
budget. We'll cover the
process and be sure to get
those dates in the paper,
so keep reading and fol-
lowing our community cal-
endar. 

And for more informa-
tion, please visit
http://www.hvcoksvote.co
m/. The county put to-
gether a pretty extensive
website with all of the in-
formation used as well as
plenty of other helpful bits
on voter registration and
upcoming elections.
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American Legion 400 S. Spencer Newton, KS 316-283-2233
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Harder Family
Construction

Building in Sand Creek Station, 
Stone Creek Estates, Newton & 
surrounding cities & counties.
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energy 
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homes
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Breaking down the budgets in Harvey County
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

*Information provided by the Harvey County Clerk’s Office

Current total mill levy obligation by location
Location Obligation in Mills Annual taxes on Annual taxes on

$100,000 home            $100,000 business
Burrton        180.873 $2,080.04 $4,521.83
Halstead 164.971 $1,897.17           $4,124.28
Walton 163.607 $1,881.48 $4,090.18
Newton 155.725 $1,790.84 $3,893.13
Sedgwick 147.746 $1,699.08 $3,693.65
North Newton 146.31 $1,682.57 $3,657.75
Hesston 135.507 $1,558.33 $3,387.68

*Information provided by the Harvey County Clerk’s Office

Harvey County city mill levies
Location     Current mill levy
Halstead 70.511
Burrton 65.324
Sedgwick 63.187
Walton 53.229
Newton 52.091
North Newton 41.544
Hesston 33.852

Local mill levies
Location                                 Most recent mill levy       Projected tax increase in mills
Newton 52.092 5
North Newton 41.554 5
Harvey County 38.871 2.5
Newton Rec 8.228 1.21
Newton School Dist. 54.833 Not proposed yet
*Information provided by the Harvey County Clerk’s Office

Newton historic preservation planner hired 

Newton has a new historic
preservation planner. 

Shannon Reed was hired to re-
place Billi Wilson, who left the po-
sition after 10 years. 

Reed previously worked out of
Wichita State University and has a
master’s degree in biological and
cultural anthropology.  

Reed will be in charge of preser-

vation efforts in
the city of its his-
torical properties
as well as raising
awareness about
Newton's history.
It's a broad job for
a city that in-
cludes three his-
torical districts.

Reed said it was
Newton's past that drew her to the
position. 

“There's a lot of good history
here and a lot of good projects

here,” she said. 
Reed added that she was im-

pressed by the historical walking
tour established in Newton and
hoped to continue those efforts. 

“I enjoy showing people their his-
tory, where the area came from,
who first came here and what tran-
spired in between and things they
might find interesting.”

Wilson will move to Hoxie, where
her family lives and near McCook,
Neb., where her husband has a job.
She hopes to continue working in
historical consulting.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Reed

Kohlman appointed new alumni director at Bethel

NORTH NEWTON—
Pam Tieszen, Bethel Col-
lege vice president for
institutional advance-
ment, announced the ap-
pointment of Brad
Kohlman, Whitewater, as
the new director of alumni
relations. He began work-
ing July 1.

He’ll be filling some big
shoes, as Dave Linscheid
retired June 10 after 16
years in the position.

Kohlman comes to
Bethel after a year as di-
rector at Hesston Recre-
ation & Community
Education (HRCE).

Before that, he taught

Grade 5 at Ewalt Elemen-
tary School, Augusta, and
coached high school bas-
ketball, from 2007-2015.

Kohlman graduated
from Bethel in 2007 with
a B.S. in elementary edu-
cation. While at Bethel, he
also served three years as
assistant coach for the
women’s basketball team.

Kohlman earned an
M.Ed. in sports manage-
ment from Wichita State
University, which in-
cluded an internship at
the Kansas Sports Hall of
Fame in Wichita.

“I am looking forward to
building upon the solid
foundation that Dave has
provided over the last 16

years,” said Kohlman. “It
is exciting to be part of a
community that has
meant so much to me and
so many others.”

“I am pleased to an-
nounce the most recent
addition to the advance-
ment team,” Tieszen said.
“As a 2007 alumnus, Brad
offers a new perspective to
the office of alumni rela-
tions, and the many
events generated by the
Alumni
Association.”Kohlman ap-
pointed new alumni direc-
tor

Watch for new events
as Brad begins his new re-
sponsibilities.”

Kohlman is married to

Bethel graduate Megan
(Klaassen) Kohlman. They
have one child, Lincoln,
age 3.

FOR NEWTON NOW



County mill levy
to increase

Harvey County will now
look to raise its mill levy
by 2.5 mills for next year's
budget. 

During a budget work
session held on Thursday,
July 14, County Adminis-
trator John Waltner said
the commission arrived at
the number to pay for
health insurance in-
creases that jumped up by
10 percent, as well as a
main control panel at the
county jail. 

The county will start to
pay for a software change
of the county financial
systems. The increase
will also pay for a new
emergency dispatcher,
and a pay increase to
make a county employee
a public information offi-
cer. 

The increase would cost
the owner of a $100,000
home $28.75 more a year
in taxes and would bring
the county's mill levy to
41.4 mills. 

The county will have to
hold a public hearing be-
fore approving the
budget.

Historic preservation
workshop planned

The Newton/North
Newton Historic Preser-
vation Commission will
host a workshop next
week for those interested
in listing a property on
the National Register of
Historic Places.

Amanda Loughlin, Na-
tional Register coordina-
tor for the State Historic
Preservation Office, will
offer insight into the nom-
ination process and an-
swer questions about
what qualifies a structure
for nomination. The work-
shop will be at 6:30
p.m. Thursday, July 21, in
the city commission cham-
bers at Newton City Hall.

Listing on the National
Register recognizes the
importance of a property
to the history of the com-
munity and also unlocks
rehabilitation incentives

only available to listed
properties.

Sheriff's office looking for
owner of missing steer
The Harvey County

Sheriff's Office is looking
for the owner of a black
steer calf. 

It was found in Febru-
ary in the area of the
6700 block of Southeast
36th Street. 

It was estimated to
have been born in the
spring of 2015. 

If you know someone
missing this steer, please
contact the sheriff's of-
fice, 284-6960.

Wireless provider giving
away school supplies
A Wireless, a Verizon

retailer at 1400 S Kansas
Ave., will be giving away
backpacks full of school
supplies on July 30 from
12 to 3 p.m.

The store will donate
125 backpacks on a first
come, first served basis.
Each backpack will in-
clude pencils, paper, a
pencil box, folders and

glue and other various
school supplies. 

More than 760 partici-
pating A Wireless stores
across the U.S. are invit-
ing local families and
their children to visit
these select locations on
Saturday, July 30, be-
tween noon and 3 p.m. to
pick up a backpack filled
with various school sup-
plies. One backpack per
child present will be
given away while the
supplies last.

Heartland hosting
Homebuyer's Workshop
Heartland Credit Union

will host a Homebuyer’s
Workshop for first-time
homebuyers at 6 p.m.
Tuesday, July 26, at the
Chisholm Trail Room, 601
S.E. 36th St. in Newton.

The workshop—featur-
ing experts from the real
estate, insurance, home
inspection and mortgage
industries—allows future
homebuyers to discover
realistic expectations,
gain practical knowledge
and ask questions.

The event is free and
open to the public. Soft

drinks and dinner are
provided. 

Space is limited. Resi-
dents must RSVP at
www.hcu.coop/workshop
or by calling 800.428.8472
ext. 315.

Music festival slated
for Bethel College

A music festival will be
from 7 to 9 p.m. Satur-
day, July 30, at Bethel
College.

The event will feature
the Book of Jebb a blue
grass band as well as
Rosewood Winds, Melissa
and Bob Atchison, Tom
Szambeck, Four Times
Harder and the Flannel-
backs. Admission is free
though donations are ac-
cepted. 

July 18
Criminal Calls:
Theft, 400 Blk W 3rd
Burglary, Theft, 200

Blk SW 3rd
Theft, 200 Blk W

Broadway
Theft, 600 Blk SE 6th
Theft, 1100 Blk Wash-

ington Rd 
Arrests: 
Dane Anthony McDon-

ald, 48, Driving while
suspended, 273 W US
Highway 50

July 17
Criminal Calls:
Burglary, Theft, 700

Blk E 2nd
Burglary, Theft, 600

Blk SE 3rd
Burglary, Theft, 900

Blk SE 2nd

Theft, 1600 Blk E 1st
Criminal Damage, 400

Blk W 5th
Arrests:
Richard Del Lovecchio,

39, Domestic Battery, 100
Blk S Main.

Elijah Julius Kuhns,
18, Failure to appear,
1700 Blk N. Main

Wayne C. Howard, 52,
Property theft, 1500 Blk
Pennsylvania Wichita

Christopher Van
Hatchel, 51, Possession of
drugs, possession of para-
phernalia, trafficking con-
traband in correctional
facility, 700 Blk N. Pine

July 16
Criminal Calls:
Theft, 500 Blk W 5th
DC, 200 Blk E 10th

Arrests:
Criminal Damage, 400

Blk W 5th

July 15
Criminal Calls:
Theft, 100 Blk Broad-

way 
Poss drugs, poss para,

criminal carry of
weapons, 1100 Blk W 5th

Arrests:
Daniel Ernesto

Sanchez, 28, Failure to
appear, 700 Blk W. 12th

July 14
Criminal Calls:
Theft, 200 Blk Man-

chester
Theft, 300 Blk Muse
Burglary, Theft, 500

Blk Quail Creek
Littering, 400 Blk E

3rd
Littering, 300 Blk E

4th
Arrests:
Cassandra Cecile Es-

parza, 30, Failure to ap-
pear, 1100 Blk W
Broadway

Ricky Allen Henderson,
52 Failure to appear, 600
Blk Medical Center

Jessica Marie Mes-
samaker, 34, Failure to
appear, 100 Blk E Eighth

Cameron Joseph Cassil,
19, Failure to appear,
1200 Blk N. Pine

Duwayne Spires, Driv-
ing with suspended li-
cense, 1100 Blk S.
Meridian

July 13
Criminal Calls:

Duty to Report Acci-
dent, 1700 Blk S Kansas

Theft, 400 Blk SW 4th
Criminal Deprivation,

100 Blk E 7th
Burglary, Theft, 400

Blk E 3rd
Theft, 1800 Blk N Main
Arrests:

Todd Edward Ellison,
47, Theft of property/ser-
vices, 1100 Blk N. Boyd

Christopher Van
Hatchel, 51 Domestic bat-
tery, criminal trespass,
1100 Blk N Boyd

Davon M Morris, 43,
Failure to appear
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Hi. I’m Jovi!  I am a relaxed cat who would 
love to grace your home, and spend time with 

you and your family. I am a pretty kitty with a 
good personality, but there is one thing... I am 

diabetic. I would
have to have shots

to help me. Are 
you a caring

individual who
would give me

the care I need?

Open 
7 days a week.
M, W, Th, F, Sat 

10am-5pm.
Tue 10am-6:30pm.

Sun. 1-5pm.

Paid for by the: Jim & Barb Stucky Endowment
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Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

Exp 8/30/16

316-727-9313

517 N Main  Newton, KS

Buy 1 
hair cut 

HALF 
OFF!

     

316-727-9313

Exp 8/30/16
OFF!
HALF 

hair cut 
Buy 1y

i

SK,notweewNniaMN715

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Farm Insurance 
Tailored For You.

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

Doin' the footwork
By DONETTA GODSEY 
Courier Staff Writer donetta@winfieldcourier.com Mar 15, 2016  

Wichita's Hermes Healthcare, owned and operated by Nurse Practitioner 
Jayne Hermes, visits many area senior centers throughout Kansas as well as 

certified nurse practitioners and licensed registered nurses who are skilled in 
providing quality foot care.
The mission statement of Hermes Healthcare is "to fill a clinically neglected 
gap in healthcare, and enhance the quality of life of those we serve, by 
providing excellence in care and education."
"Your feet are an important part of your health and independence," said 
Hermes. "Caring for them can become more difficult as you age."
Generally the visits are covered by Medicare because most older adults have 
some disease or disability that restricts their ability to properly take care of 
their own feet.
"Many older adults have decreased mobility or stability or failing vision," 
Hermes said. "They may also have one or more health issues that put them 
at risk, such as diabetes, heart problems or circulatory issues." Feet and toes 
sometimes become deformed with age which can create pressure points 
likely to cause sores that may be slow to heal because of health issues.
"Many area primary care providers refer their patients to us for feet care," 
Hermes said.

Services they can provide include:

To make an appointment or to see if Hermes is operating at a local senior 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

NEWTON POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORTS

NEWS BRIEFS

GET UP TO DATE COVERAGE, BREAKING NEWS, AND SO MUCH MORE ON OUR WEBSITE: HARVEYCOUNTYNOW.COM

Michael, said they have eight
stops on their cross-country
trip, where they give free
camps.

The Spokes team offered
four (three-hour) workshops
in each of their three ses-
sions while in Newton on
Thursday, July 14, and Fri-
day, July 15. Those were in
aerospace engineering, neu-
roscience, math and com-
puter science, coding games
in Scratch.

Attendees laughed and
giggled while they learned
about such things as rockets,
homeostasis and optogenet-
ics.

With her and Jean Chow's
group, Yang asked students
how long they think it will be
before we have mind-control
with lasers, and then she
said it's already here.

She also told attendees
people are doing experiments
with mice, creating false
memories. Scientists put a
mouse in a box and sent
shocks to it, she told the
kids. With that, they found
where the mouse's fear paths
were, and then they put the
same mouse in a safe box,
using a laser to activate the
fear path. In a third box,
nothing happened with
lasers.

“Even though nothing was
happening in the box, they

felt the fear path being in
the box,” Yang said.

One of the campers re-
sponded to that.

“That's horrible but cool
but horrible at the same
time,” said Lennon Tyner.

Yang said there are practi-
cal applications for this, such
as people with addictions
and Parkinson's.

During the aerospace ses-
sion with MIT student
Michael and Harvard stu-
dent Omar Embaby, stu-
dents were taught how to
land things without breaking
them. With this, they used
an egg. This is like landing
the Mars Rover safely,
Michael said.

During the second part of
this session, kids built water
rockets and launched them.
Michael said actual rockets
and water rockets are based
on the same fundamentals.

A couple of the youth at-
tending the event really
seemed to like it.

“It's really cool,” Tyner
said. “We're learned about
electrolytes and neurons.”

They also learned that if
they put a circuit, comprised
of a light hooked to a battery
and tin foil, it will light up in
salt water but not in regular
water or Gatorade.

Another attendee, Alice
Claassen, said she learned
something.

“I've learned how to work
on Scratch,” she said. “You
[…] program on it.”

LIBRARY
From Page 1

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Chloe Yang, an MIT student, teaches youth Thursday at Newton Public Li-
brary. 

Left: Harvard student Omar Embaby talks to youth Thursday at Newton Public Li-
brary.
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Petersen FFamily
Funeral HHome

215 NNorth MMain � Newton, KKS � 316-283-2525 petersenfamilyfuneralhome.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

FIND MORE NEWS AT WWW.HARVEYCOUNTYNOW.COM

OBITUARIES

500 N. Main, Ste 101 
316-283-2560

www.newtonyp.com

Thursday, July 21
7:30 a.m.—City Commission agenda review. City

Hall, 201 E 6th St.
10:30 a.m.—Summer Preschool StoryTime. Stories,

crafts, songs, puppet shows and more for children ages 2
and a half to 5. Registration is required. Newton Public
Library.

3 to 5 p.m.—Teen Book Talk. Honors or AP English
students discuss “The Help” and “The Things They Car-
ried” at the Newton Public Library.

6 to 8 p.m.—Acrylic painting workshop. $25 includes
supplies. Carriage Factory Art Gallery, 128 E. 6th St.

7 to 8:30 p.m.—Third Thursday Book Discussion. Dis-
cuss “The Crossover” at Newton Public Library.

7 p.m.—Teen Youth Leaders in Kansas. Lead, advo-
cate, make a difference. The goal of YLinK is to improve
life for ages 12-18 with mental health issues living in
our community. Bring an adult ally. Newton Public Li-
brary.

7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night. Anyone
age 8 or older is welcome. Full game package is $10 and
early bird package is $5. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Road.

Friday, July 22
9:30 a.m.—Summer Toddler StoryTime. Stories,

crafts, songs, rhymes and more for children ages 6
month to 2 and a half. Registration is required. Newton
Public Library.

10:30 a.m.—Summer Preschool StoryTime. Stories,
crafts, songs, puppet shows and more for children ages 2
and a half to 5. Registration is required. Newton Public
Library.

1:30 to 3 p.m.—Jewelry Pendants Mom and Daughter
Class. Children should be 8 and older. $15 per pair in-
cludes supplies and snacks. Space is limited. Registra-
tion at Gathered Goods, 625 N. Main.

Saturday, July 23
8 a.m. to noon—Harvey County Farmers Market.

Fresh produce, baked goods and other handmade items.
Parking lot at 121 E. Sixth St., Newton.

10 a.m. to noon—Julane Hiebert Book Signing.
Hiebert will sign books and celebrate the release of the
final book in her “Bride of a Feather” series. Faith and
Life Bookstore.

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.—Collage Workshop. Cost is $45 and
includes supplies. Participants should bring a lunch. To
register call (316) 284-2749. Carriage Factory Gallery,
128 E. 6th St. 

3 to 5 p.m.—Teen Screen Saturday. Jamaican banana
fritters and a movie at the Newton Public Library.

4:30 p.m.—Computer Programming Help. Angel is
here to guide your learning or to answer your coding
questions. Newton Public Library.

7 p.m.—Outdoor Adventures Program and Movie
Night. Movie begins at sundown. Outdoor Adventures
participants should bring their workbooks. Free admis-
sion. Harvey County East Park.

9 to 11 p.m.—Outdoor Movie. CaNewton hosts a
movie under the starts. Free admission. Bring lawn
chairs, blankets and coolers. Fourth Street Boat Ramp,
620 W. 4th St.

Newton Radio Control Club Float Fly-In. Event free
for spectators. Participants must register with the New-
ton Radio Control Club. Contact Tom Laswell at (316)
283-3039. Harvey County East Park, Walton’s Landing.

Monday, July 25
1 to 2 p.m.—Newton YMCA talk. Josh Gunderson and

other YMCA representatives will discuss activities com-
ing to Newton when the facility opens later this year.
Discussion is free. Newton Public Library.

4 to 5:30 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Bring
your NPL card to use the laptops. Newton Public Li-
brary.

7 p.m.—Summer Preschool StoryTime. Stories, crafts,
songs, puppet shows and more for children ages 2 and a
half to 5. Registration is required. Newton Public Li-
brary.

7 p.m.—Newton Business and Professional Women,
St. Luke Church, 808 E. Sixth St. in Newton.

Tuesday, July 26
10 a.m.—Running Readers. Stories, puppet shows,

crafts, exploration for children ages 5 to 8. Registration
required. Newton Public Library.

3 to 5 p.m.—Tech Help Open Hours. IT supervisor
Nathan is available to help with any technology ques-
tions. Newton Public Library.

3 to 6 p.m.—Harvey County Farmers Market. Fresh
produce, baked goods and other handmade items. Park-
ing lot at 121 E. Sixth St., Newton.

7 p.m.—My Journey in Photography. Commercial
photographer Ray Martinez talks about his journey in
photography. Newton Public Library.

7 p.m.—Smart Phone Workshop. Zwireless staff will
answer smart phone questions. Newton Public Library.

7 p.m.—City Commission meeting. Newton City Hall.

Wednesday, July 27
1:30 p.m.—Barnyard Puppet Theatre, Newton Public

Library.
3:30 p.m.—Master Builders Legos. Ages 8 to 18. New-

ton Public Library.

Thursday, July 28
10:30 a.m.—Summer Preschool StoryTime. Stories,

crafts, songs, puppet shows and more for children ages 2
and a half to 5. Registration is required. Newton Public
Library.

3 to 5 p.m.—Teen Book Talk. Honors or AP English
students discuss “Pride and Prejudice” and “The Kite
Runner” at the Newton Public Library.

5:30 to 7:30 p.m.—Cancer Survivor and Caregiver
Tea. Live music by Kayley Renee and a presentation by
Brianne “Lytton” Banning of “Brave Bald and Beauti-
ful” as well as refreshments. Salem United Methodist
Church, 115 Old Main.

6 to 8 p.m.—Teen Gaming with Mr. Dude. Bring NPL
card to use laptops. Newton Public Library.

6 p.m.—Newton Area Cancer Support Group Summer
Cookout. Grilled meat, buns, lemonade and iced tea.
May bring a side dish or dessert. Shalom Mennonite
Church, 800 E. 1st St.

6 to 7:30 p.m.—Sunset Beach Adult Beginning Paint-
ing Class. $25 per person and includes supplies and
snacks. Space is limited. Register at Gathered Goods.

Velma
“Vicki” J.
Howard, 85,
died on
Wednesday,
July 13, 2016,
at Newton
Presbyterian
Manor.

She was
born on Aug.
19, 1930, the daughter of
Augusta (Dalke) and
John R. Klassen in Hills-
boro, Kan.

She married Joe L.
Howard on Sept. 15,
1950, at the First Baptist
Church in Newton. He
preceded her in death on
Nov. 22, 1999.

Vicki retired from her
clerical position after
many years of service at
Boeing Aircraft in Wi-
chita. She also worked at
Newton Recreation Cen-
ter in the office and was
a former teacher’s aide
with USD 373 of Newton.

She held her member-
ship with Trinity Heights
United Methodist Church
and was a part of the
United Methodist
Women’s Groups and the
quilting group.

Survivors include two
sons, Jeff and wife Tracy
Howard, Garden Plain,

and Greg and
wife Margaret
Howard,
Chesterfield,
Mo.; daughter,
Priscilla and
husband Steve
Webb, Newton;
brother, Ken
Klassen and
wife Meredith,

Portland, Texas; 10
grandchildren; and
seven great-grandchil-
dren.

Preceding her in death
were her parents, her
husband and two sisters,
Viola Leighton and Vir-
ginia Brown.

Funeral Services were
Monday, July 18, at
Trinity Heights United
Methodist Church in
Newton. Burial will be
at Restlawn Garden of
Memories.

Memorial donations
may be made to Trinity
Heights United
Methodist Church or
Harry Hynes Memorial
Hospice in care of the fu-
neral home at 120 E
Broadway, Newton, KS,
67114.

Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton
was in charge of
arrangements.

VELMA ‘VICKI’ HOWARD

Duane Haxton, 73,
died, Tuesday, July 12,
2016, at his Newton resi-
dence. 

He was born Oct. 19,
1942, in Great Bend to
Wallace Ray and Louise
Emily (Werhahn) Hax-
ton. On Sept. 14, 1963, he
married Barbara (Barb)
Meyeres at Chase, and
she survives of the home.
Duane was a member of
the St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in Newton. He
was a retired grocery
manager for Dillons and
worked as a custodian for
St. Mary’s School prior to
his retirement. Duane
served on the Harvey
County Sheriff’s Reserve
for many years, and he
enjoyed being outdoors,
hunting and fishing. He
was an avid KU fan and
enjoyed coaching his chil-
dren’s baseball teams in
years past. Duane's
greatest joy was that of a
loving husband, father,
grandfather and great-
grandfather.

Duane is survived by
his wife, Barb, of the
home; son, Tom and his
wife Mijkin of Lindsborg;
daughters, Susan Werth
and husband Alan of
Cincinnati, Lisa Calbert
and husband Darin of
Newton, and Lori Ander-
son and husband Greg of
Newton; and one sister,
Shirley Long of Chase,
Kan. He also is survived
by 30 grandchildren and
17 great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
brother, Larry Haxton,
and granddaughter,
Elyse Anderson.

Funeral Mass was on
Saturday, July 16, at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church
in Newton with the Rev.
Nicholas Voelker, cele-
brant. Private family in-
terment will be in the St.
Mary’s Cemetery.

Memorials are sug-
gested to St. Mary’s
School in care of Petersen
Funeral Home in New-
ton.

DUANE HAXTON

Lorene Elizabeth
Rutschman Grapengater,
92, went home to be with
her Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ on Wednes-
day, July 13, 2016.

She was born Nov. 30,
1923, in Whitewater, to
Julius and Martha Wiens
Rutschman. She was the
fifth of nine children. She
graduated from Whitewa-
ter High School. She
married Ron Grapen-
gater of Newton, Kan., on
Feb. 17, 1945; they were
married 71 years.

Her employment, all in
Newton, included: The
Selective Service during
World War II, FW Wool-
worth Department Store
and Dillons Food Stores.

She was preceded in
death by her parents; her
brother, Alvin
Rutschman of Wichita;
and her sisters, Ella
Miller of Santa Barbara,
Calif., Blanche Early of
Canon City, Colo., twin
sister Florene Lettau of
Newton, Bernice Unruh
of Newton, Delores Sche-
newerk of Wichita and
Julia Decker of Sun City

West, Ariz.
She is survived by her

husband, Ron Grapen-
gater of Newton; her
brother, Marvin
Rutschman of Dodge
City; her four children,
Bob (Elaine) Grapengater
of Pueblo West, Colo.,
Rick (Susan) Grapen-
gater of Tulsa, Okla.,
Dana (Kim) Grapengater
of Garden City and Mary
Beth (Garry) Pennington
of Chanute; nine grand-
children; and eight great-
grandchildren.

She was a member of
Salem United Methodist
Church and served in
many ministries during
many years. 

Services were on Mon-
day, July 18, at Salem
United Methodist
Church, 115 Old Main
Street, Newton. Burial
will be at Greenwood
Cemetery in Newton.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials are suggested to
Harvey County Safe
House or the Harvey
County Homeless Shelter
in care of Petersen Fu-
neral Home.

LORENE GRAPENGATER

Wilma L. Meier, 91,
died on Wednesday, July
13, 2016, at Kansas
Christian Home in New-
ton.

Wilma was born on
Sept. 19, 1924, in New-
ton to William and Daisy
(Koppes) Launhard.

Wilma married Ken-
neth I. Meier on June 10,
1944. They were married
62 years before his death
in 2006.

Wilma was a home-
maker, loved golf, was a
flower gardener and a
great cook. She was a
member of many na-
tional boards for the
United Methodist

Church.
She is survived by her

children, Doug and Jody
Meier and Becky Meier;
sister, Kathryn Fischer;
two grandchildren; and
six great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her parents and
sisters, Marian Tange-
man and Joan Goering.

A graveside committal
service was on Saturday,
July 16, at Greenwood
Cemetery.

A memorial has been
established with Good
Shepherd Hospice. Pe-
tersen Funeral Home in
Newton was in charge of
arrangements.

WILMA (LAUNHARD) MEIER

Sarah Ann (Burton) Owens, 62, of Newton died
Friday, July 15, 2016.

She was born Sept. 18, 1953, to Glen and Ada Bur-
ton in Hays. She married Charles Owens and lived in
Wichita for the majority of her adult life. Sarah had
three children: Daniel, Charles and Melissa. She
worked at Friendly Acres as a certified nurse aide for
several years. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, Glen
and Ada Burton; stepfather, Warren Jones; husband,
Charles “Tommy” Owens; and brothers, Andrew Bur-

ton and Edmund Burton.
She is survived by her children, Melissa Owens,

Charles Owens and Daniel Burton; two grandchil-
dren; sisters, Elizabeth Abeyta, Christine Burkett,
Erma Ringle and husband Don, and Etta Holloway
and husband Virgil; and brothers, William Burton
and Warren Jones. 

Graveside Service was Wednesday, July 20, at
Elmwood Cemetery in Augusta. Memorials may be
made to Petersen Funeral Home, noted with Owens
Funeral Fund.

SARAH ANN (BURTON) OWENS

Ethel Grace Ewert was
born Aug. 3, 1923, in
Hillsboro, to Gerhard
and Helena Peters
Ewert. She passed away
on Tuesday, July 5, 2016,
surrounded by family.

Ethel was baptized
and joined the Hillsboro
First Mennonite Church
in 1938. She attended
Hillsboro Grade School
and High School and
earned degrees in art
from Bethel College with
a BA and an MA from
Wichita State Univer-
sity.

On Sept. 26, 1944,
Ethel married her high
school sweetheart, Nor-
man E. Abrahams. They
were blessed with four
children: Nan, David,
Dwayne and Nadine.

In 1990, Norman and
Ethel received the Bethel
College Outstanding
Alumni Award.

In 1988, Ethel and
Norman moved to North
Newton where she began
designing and stitching
quilts, researching crazy
quilts and vintage doll
quilts, as well as writing
and lecturing on these
topics.

Norman and Ethel
joined the Bethel College
Mennonite Church in
1989. 

After Norman died,
Ethel moved to Kidron
Bethel Village in North
Newton, and later to

Schowalter Villa in Hes-
ston.

Surviving her are her
children, Nan (Don)
Graber of Monument,
Colo., Dwayne (Ruth
Regier) Abrahams of
rural Newton and Na-
dine (Norm Epp) Abra-
hams of Lakewood, Colo.;
grandchildren Dana
Graber (Stephen) Ladek,
Nichole Graber (Billy)
Simmons, Nathan (Eliza-
beth Weidner) Abra-
hams, Kristen
Abrahams, Mark
(Amanda) Abrahams,
and Kaitlin Abrahams;
and five great-grandchil-
dren, Kylan, Auden and
Eliana Ladek, Jaden
Graber Simmons, and Jo-
lene Abrahams.

Ethel was preceded in
death by her son, David,
and husband Norman.

A visitation was July 7,
in the Chapel at
Schowalter Villa, Hes-
ston. Burial followed on
July 8, at Haven of Rest
Cemetery, east of Hills-
boro. The Life Celebra-
tion service followed at
Bethel College Mennon-
ite Church, North New-
ton, with a faspa/light
meal following. Memorial
gifts can be made to
Mennonite Central Com-
mittee or Kauffman Mu-
seum.

Jost Funeral Home,
Hillsboro, was in charge
of arrangements.

ETHEL (EWERT) ABRAHAMS

Ronald
Allen Harris,
71, of New-
ton, died Sat-
urday, July
16, 2016, at
Newton Pres-
byterian
Manor.

He was
born on Aug.
22, 1944, in Hominy,
Okla., the son of Robert
and Grace Harris Am-
burgey. His father was
killed in an automobile
accident in 1949. His
mother would later re-
marry, and Ronald was
adopted by his stepfather,
James C. Harris, in 1954.

Ronald married Wendy
Ann Stacey on Jan. 21,
1966, in Tahlequah, Okla.

He taught music, both
band and chorus in
Stigler, Okla., for one
year before enlisting in
the U.S. Air Force in
June 1966. Ronald was
stationed at the Hamilton
A.F.B. in California and
served in the 573rd Air
Force Band until being
honorably discharged in
January 1970.

Ronald and Wendy
moved to Newton in July
2000 to be closer to their
son and his family.

Survivors include his
wife, Wendy, of the home;

son, Nick R.
Harris and his
wife Kerry;
granddaugh-
ters, Kailey
Nicole Harris,
Kelsi Grace
Harris and
Avery Ann
Harris, all of
Newton;

brother, John Harris and
his wife Michelle of Ar-
gyle, Texas; sisters, Janet
Bensinger and her hus-
band John of Tulsa,
Okla., and Leslie Garvin
and her husband Lonnie
of Hackett, Ark.; along
with many nieces,
nephews, cousins and
friends.

Ronald was preceded in
death by his father,
Robert Amburgey; par-
ents, Grace and James
Harris; great-nephew,
Alden Brown; uncle, Jack
Amburgey; aunt, June
McNett; uncle, Clifton
Harris; as well as his
grandparents.

There will be no serv-
ices.

In lieu of flowers,
Ronald would like for you
to take your family out to
dinner and celebrate his
memory. Arrangements
are by Broadway Colonial
Funeral Home in New-
ton.

RONALD HARRIS
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Lost and Found
Lost Adult Female Cat, black and white,
short tail, Named Minnie, REWARD $100.
620-727-6817. 28-1tfree

Thank You
The Family of Dennis Hamm would like to
Thank the hospital and community for all
the care, kind thoughts, prayers, food,
flowers. Thank you! 29-1tp

MCN

Call 620-947-5702 for details

Looking to reach a
LARGER MARKET

than our area?
We have NATIONAL CLASSIFIED and

DISPLAY AD NETWORKS that can
increase your circulation to one million

and up to 11 million. 

Prestressed Concrete, Inc. is seeking 
Full Time Concrete Laborers 

in Newton, Kansas 
M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Previous concrete or construction 
experience is a plus but we do offer 

on-the-job-training as well.
Excellent benefits including health/ 

dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 
retirement, vacation and holidays. 

Please contact the main office at
2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 

an application or 
call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

rschroeder@prestressedconcreteinc.com

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Adoption
We are praying for a newborn to love.
Open hearted, loving couple wishing you
would call... Authorized Medical & legal
expenses paid. Call Lisa & Frank 

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori
ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Driver Trainees Needed! Become a driver
for Stevens Transport! Earn $800 Per Week
PAID CDL TRAINING! Stevens covers all
costs! 1-888-749-2303 drive4stevens.com

Misc.
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE &
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill-
Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

Misc.
LENDERS OFFERING $0 DOWN FOR LAND
OWNERS Roll your New Home and Land
Improvements into One Package.  Discount
National Pricing on Breeze II Doublewide
and our 60th Anniversary Singlewide.
Trade-ins Welcome!! 866-858-6862   

NOW LEASING
New twin homes 

located in Hillsboro. 
Low income, 

very affordable.
Applications available at

City Building, 
Hillsboro State Bank and 

Real Estate Center. 
For questions, call
316-775-3000.

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1-800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special – $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 1-800-263-4059 
Promo Code CDC201625 (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. 
Call today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-800-442-5148 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV and get a $100 Gift
Card. FREE Whole-Home Genie HD/DVR
upgrade. Starting at $19.99/mo. New Cus-
tomers Only. Don’t settle for cable. 
Call Now 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

19.99/mo. for DIRECTV – HD Channels +
Genie HD DVR + 3 months FREE HBO,
SHOW, MAX & STARZ + FREE NFL Sunday
Ticket! Call Now 1-888-552-7314 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from “what if” scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can’t reach a phone! FREE
Brochure. CALL 800-306-1404 (MCN)

DISH TV 190 channels plus Highspeed In-
ternet Only $49.94/mo! Ask about a 3 year
price guarantee & get Netflix included for
1 year! Call Today 1-800-390-3140 (MCN)

SAVE on internet and TV bundles! Order
the best exclusive cable and satellite deals
in your area! If eligible, get up to $300 in
Visa Gift Cards. 
CALL NOW! 1-800-925-0146 (MCN)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Internet.
High-Speed. Avail Anywhere. Speeds to
15 mbps. Starting at $59.99/mo. Call for
Limited Time Price – 1-800-715-1644 (MCN)

Exede High Speed Internet. Plans from
$39/mo. Blazing Fast Broadband in areas
cable can’t reach. Great for business or
home. We Install Fast. 1-888-800-8236
(MCN)

MCN

The Chase County
Road and Bridge 

Department is taking 
applications for a full 
time position as an 

Equipment Operator 
Experience in grader oper-
ation is preferred. Class A
CDL license will be re-
quired. This position is
subject to pre-employ-
ment and random drug/al-
cohol testing. EOE 

Applications may be 
obtained at the Road and

Bridge office in the 
courthouse and will be

accepted until 
July 22, 2016. Marion County Park and

Lake Marion County Park
and Lake is now accepting

applications for the 
Park and Lake Assistant.

Applicants must have
good people skills, com-
puter skills (Word and

Excel), able to work week-
ends, help with cleaning

and landscaping. 

Please pick up applications
available Monday-Friday
9am-5pm, Saturday 8am-

7pm at Marion County
Park and Lake Office: 

#1 Office Dr. Marion, KS.
Any questions call 

Lake Office
620-382-3240.

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can’t reach a phone! FREE
Brochure. CALL 800-605-3619

ULTIMATE BUNDLE from DIRECTV & AT&T.
2-Year Price Guarantee -Just $89.99/month
(TV/fast internet/phone) FREE Whole-Home
Genie HD-DVR Upgrade. New Customers
Only. Call Today 1-800-261-7086

MCN

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
1-800-283-0205 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
PAID IN ADVANCE! MAKE $1000 Weekly!!
Mailing Brochures From Home. Helping
home workers since 2001. No Experience
Required. Start Immediately! www.central-
mailing.net (VOID IN SD, WI) (MCN)

MANAGER NEEDED:$$ SIGN ON BONUS!
Immediate opening for a FARM MANAGER
of a 3,000 sow farrow to wean unit near
Curlew, IA. RELOCATION PACKAGE AVAIL-
ABLE. Swine experience required. Highly
Competitive Wage and Comprehensive
Benefit Program that includes Health In-
surance, Simple IRA, Incentive Bonus &
Vacation. Interested candidates can send
resume to: Suidae Health & Production,
Attn: Human Resource Department, 621
Pacific Ave., Morris, MN 56267. Email:
mick_ekren@suidaehp.com or visit:
www.suidaehp.com. For more information
contact Mick at 320-589-0111. (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, 
call: 866-871-1626 (MCN)

FOR SALE
Trailer SALE! Skidloader/Equipment trailers
14,000# with full-width spring assist ramps
SAVE $400.00 and ½ price spare;   6’X12’
V-nose ramp door $2,750; 7’X16’ V-nose
ramp door $4,169; Close-out on steel &
aluminum utility trailers. 515-972-4554
TRAILER REPAIRS & PARTS; www.Fort-
DodgeTrailerWorld.com(MCN)

KCAN

1 Employment

Truck Driver needed for custom harvesting.

CDL required. Will help right person get

CDL. 316-284-1663. Russ in Canton, KS.

24-tfn

Community National Bank & Trust is cur-

rently accepting applications for a PT

Teller, 10-15 hours per week. Must be able

to work until 6pm and every Saturday. 127

N. Main St. Newton EEO Employer M-

F/Disabled/Vet. 29-2tc

2 Announcements

3 Merchandise

For Sale
Old car parts: hoods, lots of hub caps and
more. 1981 Jute Box $375, Late 60s Pepsi
machine $475. 316-640-3921. 28-tfn

1912 Round Oak Woodburning Stove, 5ft
5inch tall and 16 inch box, Never burned
wood $850. 316-640-3921. 28-tfn

Wirlitzer Spinet Piano, Good condition,
Best offer! Call 620-367-2332. 291tp

Lawnmowers 
3 Antique Cub Cadet mowers models 104-
106-124, one with sprayer. Call 316-640-
3921. 25-tfn

4 For Rent

Apartments/Homes/Rooms
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. 
rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

Apartment in Peabody, secured entry, 1
bed, 1bath. Remodeled, all appliances, no
pets. $500/mo. $500 deposit. 1 year lease.
316-461-8428. 27-tfn

NICE LARGE 1 BEDROOM APT. Hillsboro
for Responsible Adult. Partially furnished.  
Quiet neighborhood. May consider obedient
dog. Call 620-947-3535 leave message. 29-
1tc

House For Rent. 216 S. Cedar, Hillsboro. 2
bedroom available week of July 17. 620-
381-0771.  29-1tp

1 bedroom apartment in Hillsboro. No
smoking, no pets, 620-382-7696. 29-1tc

5 Automotive

Automobiles 
2012 Toyota Camry SE 4 door, 26K miles,
clean non smoker $11,850 Call 316-640-
3921. 28-tfn

Your classified ad will appear in both the Hillsboro Free Press and Newton Now...
reaching every Marion County household and Newton Now subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display: $12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25.50)

Call 620-947-5702 
or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!

NOW HIRING!

RN - FT Night Shift
CNAs - FT 3rd Shift
CNAs - PT/PRN 

All Shifts

Please call 
(620) 983-2152 
for information.

407 N. Locust, Peabody

MARION COUNTY SPECIAL EDUCATION COOPERATIVE
617 IS SEARCHING FOR PARAS TO SERVE IN THE

OASIS DAY SCHOOL 
Come work in an energetic, positive environment with a team

of caring individuals who work together to make a difference
in the lives of children! 

Pick up an application at 1500 E Lawrence, Marion, KS 
or call Laura Baldwin at 620-382-2858 for more information

MCSEC is an equal opportunity employer

St. Luke Living
Center

Full-time position
for CMA/CNA 
Flexible Shifts

Contact Janet Herzet
@ 620-382-2177 

Submit application to:
St. Luke Hospital &

Living Center
Human Resources, 
535 South Freeborn
Marion, KS 66861

Apply online
www.slhmarion.org

HELP WANTED:
Adjunct Instructor needed: English Composition

Part-time, $605 per credit hour taught. 
Marion, Butler Community College. 

To apply please visit: 
http://employment.butlercc.edu/postings/1986

Help Wanted:

PAINTSHOP
Prep, Wash & Painting
experience preferred.
We offer competitive pay

and benefits.

Apply at: 
Hillsboro Industries

220 Industrial Road, Hillsboro, KS 67063

620.947.3127

THE LEGACY OF 
HERINGTON is taking 

applications for 
Certified Medication Aides
and Certified Nurses Aides
to provide quality care to our
residents.  We offer flexible
self-scheduling, competitive

wages and Paid Time Off.
Several insurance plans 

are offered.  

If you are interested in joining a
motivated team of individuals

who are invested in person-
centered care please stop by The
Legacy of Herington, 2 East Ash

in Herington and pick up an
application or send you may

send your resume to
michelle@legacyofherington.org

EOE

PRODUCTION HELP WANTED
MONDAY-FRIDAY

1st shift    8:00am  -  4:00pm
2nd shift   4:00pm  -  12:00am
3rd shift  12:00am  -  8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

AL’S PLACE
Now hiring 

all positions
Apply at 

221 Main Street
Halstead, KS

Shop CClothes 
& AAccessories
for aall sseasons!

Bring a
friend!

Enjoy water
or tea while
you shop!

New and clean used clothing
some with price tags.

950 190th, Across
from Hillsboro airport

Sat., JJuly 223 
8am-Noon

New IInventory!
Wide sselection

of ssizes

Unbeatable Prices!

6 Real Estate

Home
For Sale By Owner 3bed 2bath Home 1507
Denver St, Marion. Built in 2010, New
carpet, granite countertops, See on
zillow.com Call for appointment 620-382-
5955. 28-3tp

House for Sale! 208 S. Madison St., Hills-
boro. Drive by! Then Call 620-947-3019.
26-tfn.

40 acres for sale in Marion County on
150th, between Holly and Goldenrod. Look
for signs. Call 432-816-9899 after 4 pm.
29-2tp

Salon 
Help Wanted

2 positions:

Stylist & Nail Tech
Experienced & dependable. 

Call Jeanne Penner 
at 620-947-3401

111 E. Grand Ave, Hillsboro



It has been a long time since the 1978 Heisman
Trophy was awarded to University of Oklahoma
running back Billy Sims. But the trophy is time-
less, and nearly 40 years later, people flooded to
his newly opened namesake barbecue restaurant
in Newton on July 16 to meet the man they re-
member in his epic battles with Nebraska like it
was yesterday, or to meet the legend they were
too young to be able to see.

Or maybe they were just there for the ribs.
“It is always gratifying to see the fans,” Sims

said, “whether you are a barbecue fan, a Sooner
fan, but mostly barbecue fan. That’s what I like
about interacting with the fans. I appreciate them
coming out and giving us a try. And you don’t
have to be a Sooner fan to love barbecue. This is
the most humbling part about it, that people still
respect and comment on the food.”

In the heart of Kansas, however, there is a wide
variety of Sooner fans looking for the opportunity
to shake hands with a legend.

There was young Gavin Main, whose Oklahoma
fandom centers around the Bob Stoops era. And
while the rebuilding of the program in the early
2000s shaped his early football life, he is no
stranger to Sooner history.

“My dad taught me all the stuff when I was lit-
tle,” Main said. “So I learned a lot when I was lit-
tle.”

There is also the older guard like Robert Parker
from Miami, Okla., who was surprised with the
visit by his daughter.

“I was born a Sooner fan,” Parker said. “Every
Nebraska game was very memorable to me. It
was like whoever was the favorite was the one
that lost.”

When Sims was a red-shirt junior running back
at Oklahoma in 1978, he had no idea what the
season would hold. He certainly didn’t know one
of the most coveted individual trophies in sports
would be waiting at the end of the season. After
suffering an injury filled start to his college ca-
reer, there had been nothing but disappointment

July 21, 2016
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GAME OF THE WEEK

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Members of the Real Newton team Gracie Wilcynski, center, and Givellie Lopez, right, struggle for the ball during practice Monday night near
Newton High School. At left is Jared Sanchez, who was half of the opposing team during practice.

Fun and games
Real Newton 8U girls soccer ready to start the season

When Real Newton
head coach Jose
Valle calls his

team over, Stephanie
Lopez throws her head
back and says, “Ugh.”

It is a sentiment agreed
upon by the rest of the
team. Although there is a
lot of work to be done be-
fore the season starts in
August, they all just want
to play soccer. And this is
breaking up the fun of
swinging from the cross
bar like it’s a jungle gym.

“I think they like the
games more than they do
practice,” Valle said. “But
like I tell them, you have
got to practice to get to
the game. They have fun,
especially in the scrim-
mage time.”

Real Newton is an 8U
girls soccer team Valle
started last year. They
play in the Sedgwick
County Soccer Association
in Wichita. It is a compet-
itive league, but from the
practice, it is clear fun is
as much a part of the
equation as winning.

It is a 4-on-4 league,

which means the team is
small. One-by-one, they
introduce themselves.
There is Stephanie Lopez,
Gracie Wilcynski, Givellie
Lopez, Yaretzy Lopez and
Jeyla Sanchez. 

They want you to know
Sanchez is Spanish. And
as a matter of fact, they
speak Spanish, too.

The team lines up for a
drill where practice helper
Jared Sanchez stands in
front of the goal and gives
the girls a pass they are
supposed to run through
and fire a shot into the
net.

For some of the girls,
the opportunity to kick
the ball into the goal is a
good time. It is, after all,
the object of the game.
But for Yaretzy, the game
of swinging from the
crossbar didn’t come to a
proper close. And she is
taking the time to con-
tinue swinging on the goal
on the opposite side of the
field.

“It’s been a blast,” Valle
said. “It’s a dream come
true. It was a project I
started last year, so hope-
fully we can keep it going
and hopefully we will see

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Real Newton team member Jeyla Sanchez kicks the ball out of the soc-
cer net. 

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Billy Sims, the 1978 Heisman Trophy winner as a running back
for the University of Oklahoma, signs a hat on July 16 while
meeting fans at his namesake restaurant in Newton. 

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton senior Nathan Ahrens spots up for a three-pointer during an
open gym workout on July 14. 

See GAME / 15

Heisman Trophy
winner meets
fans in Newton

See SIMS / 14

Railers looking for basketball improvement at open gym

Walking up to the
Willis Gym, there is a
crowd of middle school
students cramming
themselves toward the
door. Their eyes strain to
get a glimpse of some of
their basketball heroes.
But what is taking place
inside the gym is not a
game. It isn't even a real
practice.

It is an open gym as
members of the Newton
High School boys basket-
ball team continue to
work through the period
they can have contact
with new head coach
Andy Hill. And though
the opportunity for hard-
wood glory won’t come
around until March, it is
the dedication and extra
work put in during open

gyms that can bring
those chances. Respect is
earned here.

“I want us to be able to
go out every night, per-
form to our best and gain
respect from every pro-
gram we play,” Newton
senior Nathan Ahrens
said. “There is not a
whole lot of respect at
the time from a lot of
programs because
they’ve beat us. So we
have really got to earn
that.”

When looking at the
great basketball tradi-
tions in the State of
Kansas, Newton cannot
be ignored. The Railers
have won 13 state titles,
tied for second-most in
the state, and have been
to the championship
game 22 times, going
back to the school’s first
ever title in 1916. It is
the third most champi-
onship games in state

history.
But the recent history

tells the tale of an ex-
tended dry streak. The
last time the team made
it to a state tournament
was 1998, nearly two
decades ago.

With Hill coming on in
May, the work to snap
that streak has been on-
going throughout the
summer.

“You see up on the
wall, all the plaques for
state championships,
and you know it is an
amazing program,”
Ahrens said. “We have
ups and downs, obvi-
ously. Every team does.
But you just see all of it,
and it is a great feeling
to be able to play.”

As the period of time
coaches have restricted
access to players ap-
proaches, the Railers are
left to shooting around at
an open gym. June was

spent playing in tourna-
ments as Hill and his
players started the feel-
ing out process, building
trust.

“It has been really
good,” Ahrens said. “You
get to know the coach.
He is getting to know us
more playing in tourna-
ments. He has been
working with us. You can
tell he is starting to get a
better feel for us. We are
getting to learn how he
coaches and what he is
like.”

Starting off with a new
coach leaves a bunch of
uncertainty. There are
questions about the sys-
tem, the coaching style,
what the new roles will
be, and whether the
changes will lead to suc-
cess. For the seniors,
those questions are am-
plified as there is no high
school future to build for.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See OPEN GYM / 14



in scarce action on the
field. But while Sims was
ready to call it quits in
Norman, after the 1977
season, head coach Barry
Switzer had an idea that
it might be worth it for
Sims to give it one more
shot on the gridiron.

“I even quit, going into
the season,” Sims said. “If
it wasn’t for Coach
Switzer seeing something
in me that I didn’t see at
the time, I would be back
in Hooks, Texas, my
hometown that I grew up
in, pumping gas. But he
taught me how to not
quit, and I rededicated
myself to the game. I got
bigger, I was healthy, and
the rest was history.”

The restaurant itself
represents its own re-

demption story for Sims. 
After his professional

career with the Detroit
Lions was cut short with
an injury, there were a
number of failed business
ventures. In 1995, he had
to sell his Heisman trophy
in order to make ends
meet. 

In 2004, he got together
with current business
partner Jeff Jackson and
started the restaurant
chain. The business took
off with around 50 loca-
tions and counting, mir-
roring his ’78 comeback.

“I was in the right place
right time, a bunch of
great guys on offense and
defense which enabled me
to be in the running,”
Sims said. “Just to be part
of that organization, when
you say Heisman, you get
people perking up, that’s
for sure.”

Page 14      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now     July 21, 2016SPORTS

 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

Make a difference 
helping students 

from around 
the world! 

Contact John Back,
Foreign Student Coordinator

316-284-2757
eign Student Coordinator

Contact John Back,
orF

J
i S d C di
316-284-2757

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

b rewmasters presents...

�big difference� 
tailgate partyt

h
e

Saturday, August 6th

7:00 pm to 9:00 pm St. Mary�s Catholic School Gym
101 E. 9th St. | Newton, KS

a benefit for...

Don�t forget! 
Get your tickets online at 

BrewMasters.kintera.org or call 
316.283.0070. 
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Royals win, I should probably wife her
There is a special

bond I share with
my fiancé Rachel. It

is one that has been there
from the beginning of our
relationship and has
given her a window into
my tormented soul.

It is the Kansas City
Royals.

Rachel could care less
about sports. She doesn’t
understand them, and
she has little or no desire
to figure them out. When
I first met her parents, I
was kind of surprised.
They were both die hard
football fans. Their eyes
lit up when they found
out I am a sports writer.
They knew they would
have someone to talk
sports with when Rachel
was around. They hoped I
could educate her about
sports and laughed about
all the people who have
tried to make her care
and failed miserably.

Rachel and I met in
September of 2014. 

On our second date we
went ice skating. It was
the same night Kansas
City played Oakland in

the 2014 Wild Card. I
kept my eye on the game
on the TV in the lobby of
the rink. After all, this
was the first postseason
game in 29 years. When
the A’s took the com-
manding lead in the
game, the old, jaded man
in me sighed deeply and
thought, “It’s over.”

It gave me an opportu-
nity to give my full atten-
tion to her. It was only
our second date, but I
could already tell she was
potentially bigger than a
Kansas City loss in the
Wild Card. I had been
through it plenty with
the Chiefs.

After the date, I drove
home, listening to the
game on the radio. I want
to hear the death nail
driven in if I can’t watch
it. I am a Royals fan. I
hate myself. But just as I
got into town magic
started to happen. 

The rest was history.
Salvador Perez, Rachel’s
favorite player, singled
down the line for a walk-
off run to win the game.
All the Royals did from

there was sweep their
way into the World Se-
ries. It happened so fast
none of us had time to
grasp the fact the laugh-
ing stock of professional
baseball was four wins
away from a title.

Sitting on Rachel’s
couch as the World Series
was being played in
Kansas City that year, I
made the comment, “We
should go to Kansas City
and just party.”

I was really just kid-
ding. Her response was,
“OK, let’s go.”

She called my bluff.
But she was willing to
see that show when even
I wasn’t. It’s only been

about a month, but I
think I love this woman.

Our relationship car-
ried on through some
times that should have
been trying, but were ac-
tually more affirmative
during the offseason.

In 2015, with Kansas
City being such a part of
our relationship, I sprung
for Sunday Night Base-
ball tickets against the
Angels.

The game was fore-
shadowing. A late Angel
home run silenced the
crowd and made it bleak
for the home team. For
the millionth time (I said
the same thing on date
No. 2 in 2014), I told
Rachel it was over. The
Royals lost. Let’s just
enjoy this and try to soak
up the stage here.

And of course, Kendrys
Morales hit a walk-off
single in the 10th inning
to win the game.

Rachel was pretty tired
of my pessimism.

Cut to the miraculous
comeback in Game 4
against Houston in the
ALDC. Again, it was me

explaining to my non-
sports fan fiancé that
miracles only happen in
Disney movies. And then,
the Royals had a miracu-
lous comeback that would
have made the Mighty
Ducks blush.

We were at the bar
watching the ALCS
against Toronto, when
the come-back Royals did
it again. Rachel looked at
me over the tall beer and
explained my entire life:

“Mike, you go through
four stages every time
you watch a Royals game.

1. Alright boys, let’s go.
We’ve got this.

2. Well. It’s over. They
lost. I’m telling you, they
lost the game.

3. OH, OHHH, OHH-
HHH…

4. YEAH!”
She cared about me

enough to study my Roy-
als psychosis. Ever since
I had met her, the Royals
had made a magical, im-
probable, run through
the MLB postseason.

After Wade Davis
struck his way out of
trouble in Game 7 of the

ALCS, Rachel and I had
a decision.

Did we have the money
to go to the World Series?
No. Was I going to wait
for another 30 years to
cross this off my bucket
list, in Kansas City? No.

At Game 2 of the 2015
World Series, Rachel and
I spent our one-year an-
niversary. 

Johnny Cueto finished
with a complete-game,
two-hitter. 

So when Jerrod Dyson
hit a grand slam to give
Kansas City a win over
Cleveland, Rachel was
less surprised than I
was. She said, “Royals
Royalling all over the
place.”

They sure are. We will
exchange our “Champi-
onship Rings” in Septem-
ber.

Mike Mendez is the
sports editor for the New-

ton Now, and can be
reached by e-mail at

mike@harveycountynow.c
om and followed on Twit-

ter at 
@MendezNewtonNow.

DROP THE MIKE

MIKE MENDEZ

SIMS
From Page 13

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Billy Sims, the 1978
Heisman Trophy winner
as a running back for the
University of Oklahoma,
appears Saturday at the
Billy Sims restaurant in
Newton, which opened
recently.

The upcoming season is
what they have been
working for, for their en-
tire youth basketball
lives. 

But for Ahrens, there is
only really one approach

that will do.
“I was pretty much just

going to go in, meet [Hill],
and whatever he was like
get used to it because it is
going to be a whole season
with him,” Ahrens said.
“So just embrace it and do
whatever it is going to
take to win.”

What it will take to win

is a ton of hard work
when no one is watching
but the young eyes fight-
ing for a behind-the-
scenes look at what goes
into Tuesday and Friday
nights, dreaming about
the day they will get their
own opportunity to take
the court.

OPEN GYM
From Page 13

Threshers tap Esses as new girls basketball coach

The Bethel College
girls basketball team will
have a new coach for the
upcoming school year.
The Threshers hired
Adam Esses to take over
the program as the head
coach, replacing Mark
Fox, who coached the
team for 11 years.

Esses is new to Bethel
but is no stranger to the
Kansas Collegiate Ath-
letic Conference (KCAC).
He is a graduate of

Bethany Col-
lege, getting a
bachelor’s de-
gree before
going on to get
his master’s at
the University
of Nebraska-
Kearney. He
was an assistant
coach for the Lopers in
Kearney for two seasons
before spending four
years as an assistant at
Upper Iowa University. 

Esses comes to Bethel
after serving as the wom-

ens basketball head
coach and athletic
director at
Kaskaskia College
for two years.

The job at Bethel
will be a big one.
The Threshers fin-
ished last in the
KCAC with a 4-16

conference record, 6-18
overall. 

Last season, Kaskaskia
College finished 13-18
overall with an 8-10
record in its conference
under Esses.

FOR NEWTON NOW

Esses

The foursome of Tom
Pryor, Narci Larez, Cole
Rother and Corbin Rother
dominated the Fox Ridge
Wednesday Scramble on
July 6, coming into the
clubhouse with a team
score of 29, as did the
group of Aaron Thompson,
Eric Thompson, Ryan
Hoyme and Ryan Wright

Danny Dundas, Jim

Thompson, Mike Rader
and Tim Brandewie came
in third place, two strokes
back with a 31.

Close behind in fourth
place was the group of
Gary Webb, Jerry Lee,
Craig Waltman, Richard
Pressnell and Sid Nattier
with a 32.

Ken Lieske, Dave Hes-
tand and James Garcia
shot a 33, as did Minford
Lovett, Matt Lovett, Ken
Blank and Seth Blank. 

Tom Bartel won longest
putt on the third hole,

while Pryor took closest to
the pin on No. 7.

Complete Results
1. Tom Pryor, Narci

Larez, Cole Rother,
Dorbin Rother – 29

1. Aaron Thompson,
Eric Thompson, Ryan
Hyme, Ryan Wright – 29

3. Danny Dundas, Jim
Thompson, Mike Rader,
Tim Brandewie – 31

4. Gary Webb, Jerry
Lee, Craig Waltman,

Fox Ridge Wednesday night scramble
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See FOX RIDGE / 15
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316-283-3811

Buy 3 Buffets @ Regular Price 
and get the 4th Buffet FREE! 

Of equal or lesser value. Adult and 
senior citizens on Fri & Sat Evening 

and Sun Lunch w/ coupon.
1 coupon per customer per visit. 

Not valid w/ other coupons or specials .
Expires 7/31/16

FREE BUFFET

www.newtonbreadbasket.com

316-283-3811

Buy 1 Buffet @ Regular Price 
and get the 2nd Buffet 1/2 OFF! 

Of equal or lesser value. Adult and 
senior citizens on Fri & Sat Evening 

and Sun Lunch w/ coupon.
1 coupon per customer per visit. 

Not valid w/ other coupons or specials .
Expires 7/31/16

1/2 PRICE BUFFET

www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Acapulco-217 W. Broadway-Newton

1/2 OFF LUNCH
Buy 1 Lunch Entre & 
2 Beverages, Get 2nd 
Lunch Entre Half Price

Not valid on Fridays & Saturdays
(excludes buffet) 
Exp. 7-31-16

FREE QUESO
w/ any $15.00 Purchase

FREE Queso good for up to $6 value- 
Not valid on Fridays & Saturdays

Not valid w/ any other offers/specials. 
Exp. 7-31-16

Acapulco-217 W. Broadway-Newton

606 N. Main, Newton 
316-283-2210

info@faithandlifebookstore.com

$ 10.00 OFF
1ST HOUR OF COMPUTER SUPPORT

Diagnostic Check, Malware Check, 
Corrupt Drivers & System File Check, Valuation, 

System Restoration & More
(Regularly $45.00) 

Mon.-Fri. 10:30 AM-2:30 PM
Sat. 8:00 AM-2:00 PM

701 North Main St
Newton, KS

(316) 804-4573

EXP. 07/31/16

Keep $ in your community! Give your neighbors 
your business! Support local entrepreneurs!

     

EXP. 07/31/16
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these girls in high school.
You would be surprised
how much they have
learned, and they have
gained experience in a
year.”

Although standing in a
line waiting for their
turn to shoot at the goal
is fun, it is nothing com-
pared to the game. Valle
lets the girls know they
will do one more round,
and then they will get to
the scrimmage. It is a no-
tification met with jubi-
lant cheers. With the
season about a month
away, this is the closest
thing to a game they can
have. 

The girls square off
against Jared and Ed-
wardo Lopez there to
help with the practice.
They are outgunned in
age, size, speed, ability
and just about any other
handicap imaginable. 

With Jeyla keeping the
goal, Stephanie, Gracie,
Givellie and Yaretzy take
on the two boys. They are
holding their own. There
is a lot of work to do, but
they are at least making

an effort to spread out
and look for passes in-
stead of traveling in a
herd around the ball.
Against the two boys,
their only strength is in
numbers. So passing is
the only way to be com-
petitive. 

Though, even playing
easy, the boys score at
will on the south goal
while the girls are shut
out.

After taking a water
break, the girls have de-
cided they need to switch
sides, heading toward
the south goal. That is
the goal where the scor-
ing happens. 

Their sports supersti-
tion is long past the in-
troduction stage at a
young age.

Though, the switch in
sides works almost im-
mediately. Gracie gets
open around the goal and
fires a shot off the post
with Stephanie swooping
in to bury the rebound.
Stephanie finishes an-
other chance from a Giv-
ellie pass to make it two
goals in a row. 

After ringing the post
earlier, Gracie gets a
goal of her own, kicking a
ball between Jared’s legs

and into the net. She
laughs hysterically at the
fact the ball split his
wicket for the goal. There
is cause for fun and
laughter. That was three

goals in a row for the
girls.

“We try to balance out
having fun,” Valle said.
“It’s about 50-50. It has
been a wonderful ride.”

GAME
From Page 13

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Givellie Lopez, right, and Jeyla Sanchez play on a goal after
Monday night practice. RIGHT: Givellie Lopez kicks the ball at the net
during practice. 

Dixon talks Kansas City Monarchs barnstorming in Newton

While the Kansas City
Royals have won back-to-
back American League pen-
nants, and are the defending
World Series champions,
there was another Kansas
City professional baseball
team that dominated the
landscape in its own era. Be-
fore the integration of Major
League Baseball, the
Kansas City Monarchs were
charter members of the
Negro National League in
1920. And some of the best
baseball players of all-time
wore the jersey, including
Hall of Famers Satchel
Paige, Ernie Banks, Jackie
Robinson, Bullet Rogan,
Andy Cooper, Willard Brown

and Hilton Smith. 
And in 1927, the Mon-

archs played an exhibition
game against the Newton
Railroaders as part of the
team’s barnstorming tours.

“They might draw more
people in a game in
Hutchinson than they would
get in a league game in
Kansas City,” Negro
Leagues Baseball Museum
co-founder and historian
Phil S. Dixon said. “It was
important to do the exhibi-
tion games. People wanted
to see the Kansas City Mon-
archs and they came out in
big numbers.”

Dixon gave a presentation
about the Monarchs and the
team’s history traveling
around doing exhibition
games on Tuesday, July 19,
at Newton Public Library. 

In the game against New-

ton, the
Monarchs
picked up
a 7-0 win.
But losing
to Kansas
City was a
pretty reg-
ular occur-
rence. In
fact, in about
400 exhibi-
tion games, the Monarchs
only lost three. 

But in the process of some
of the best professional
baseball players traveling to
take on local teams in exhi-
bition games, they discov-
ered some potential big
leaguers along the way.

“Any ballplayer that was
pretty good for a town team,
if the Monarchs saw him
they would tell somebody
else,” Dixon said. “They

knew scouts for the white
teams, and they would tell
them about it. They helped
guys get to the big leagues
and to the minor leagues by
playing against the Mon-
archs. And certainly if a
pitcher beat the Kansas City
Monarchs, they were pretty
good. So they helped a lot of
guys get out of these small
towns.”

While the Negro Leagues
were born out of segrega-
tion, they worked to be in-
clusive, working with people
of all races to get involved.

“I always try to stress all
these races were working to-
gether,” Dixon said. “They
were able to get all people
included, unlike the major
leagues. So a lot of this stuff
happened outside of the
major leagues. So it’s a good
story.”

Richard Pressnell, Sid Rattier – 32
5. Ken Lieske, Dave Sestand,

James Garcia – 33
5. Minford Lovett, Matt Lovett,

Ken Blank, Seth Blank – 33
7. Dick Bartell, Tom Bartell,

Everett Ryan, John Rogers – 36
8. Vince Regehr, Mario Garcia,

Dave Brandt, Blain Matthews – 37

Fox Ridge Senior Scramble
On July 11, the Monday Senior

Scramble at Fox Ridge Golf Course
was won by Gary Eilert, Bob Schmidt
and Walt Long. The trio came in with
a 31 to win by two strokes.

Second place went to Kent Connor,
Joe Ramos, Jim Zook and Orlyn
Zehr. 

Rob Younkin, Don Korber, Narci
Larez and Brad Smith took third.

Fourth place went to John Wilson,
Bob Wilson, Ron Sturgeon and Bob
Gaede. 

All of the groups in second through
fourth place shot a 33.

FOX RIDGE
From Page 14

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

Dixon
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Sports teams often use names and mascots 
to give personality to their teams. Select 
one sports team from the newspaper and 
make a list of characteristics you think that 
team wants to convey with its name.
Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow multiple step 
written directions.

RAINFOREST
ARMADILLO
ANACONDA
PIRANHA
BRAZIL
STATUE
MASCOT
SUMMER
TOUCAN
ANIMAL
SOUTH
GAMES
HOST
CITY
RIO
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Standards Link: Math Problem Solving: Addition.

Arrange these numbers, one on each paddle or ball so that 
when added together, the total of the numbers on the table 

tennis balls is the same as the total of the two paddles.

Sports and Symbols

Write a sports story about 
something that happened in a 
game you played or watched.

The noun mascot means 
a symbol, often an animal, that 

represents a team or event.

MASCOT

Try to use the word mascot
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

My football team’s 
mascot was a large bear.

This week’s word:

Place the first box a distance 
of 10 steps from where you 

will be tossing the ball.

Each player gets 10 throws. 
Each time you toss the ball 

into the closest box, you earn 
3 points. The middle box is 
worth 6 points and the box 

the greatest distance away is 
worth 10 points.

Have a competition with 
friends and family members. 

Who will win the Great 
Summer Backyard Games?

You’ll need:

3 boxes

small ball

Place the second box 20 steps 
away, and the third box 30 

steps away.

Backyard Games

Look through the 
newspaper and cut 

out parts of 
different animal 

bodies. Glue these 
together to make a 
new creature. What 
will you name it?

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to locate 

information.

This colorful character is the mascot for the Rio 2016 
      Olympic Games. A mix of all of the different animals 
      found in Brazil, this mascot was born out of the explosion 
    of joy that followed the announcement that Rio would host   
  the Olympic Games. Circle every third letter to discover 
this mascot’s name. The first letter is done for you.

Brazil has more than 
600 kinds of mammals, 
1,500 kinds of fish, 
1,600 kinds of birds and 
100,000 kinds of insects.

Put these animal names 
in alphabetical order 
below each picture and 
you will discover the 
names of each animal!

Rio de Janeiro is one of 
Brazil’s most famous cities. 
It has a statue that over-
looks the city. It is the most 
famous landmark of Rio 
and it overlooks Rio from 
a mountain top.

Connect the dots to see 
what this famous landmark 
looks like. Then use the 
code to discover its name.

This summer athletes around the world are in Brazil to compete in the 
Olympics. This is the first time in Olympic history that a South American 
country has hosted the games.

       You can take a little tour of Brazil by 
       reading today’s Kid Scoop. Use the 
       code to find out some amazing facts!

Brazil is one of the largest 
countries in the world. In fact it 
is the                                largest!

About                                percent 

of the world’s rainforest 
can be found in Brazil.
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Get to Know Brazil!

It’s a Zoo!

Kid Scoop is made possible by these sponsors: 
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706 N. Main

Newton, KS


