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MERIDIAN GROCERY

3406 Red Rock Road
Yoder

620-466-5119

YODER DISCOUNT
GROCERY

We are Newton’s ONLY Family Owned 
“Dent and Bent” Grocery Store

Newton's best
kept West

side secret.

Fresh Products too! 
• Wiebe Cheese

Farm Fresh Unruh Eggs   
• Bakery Selection   

• Old Fashioned German
Sausage  • And More!

A unique one of a kind shopping experience!

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Pat Tongish nuzzles with two kittens who survived a drive from Hesston to Newton in a van engine. 

The property crime rate jumped by a third in
Newton for 2015 and violent crimes were on the
rise as well.

According to an annual police report recently
released to the city commission, the Newton Po-
lice Department saw 791 cases of theft/larceny in
Newton, 218 cases of burglary and 27 cases of
auto theft in 2015 all increases over the previous
year.

The report states that in 2015 the Newton Po-
lice Department responded to 375 cases of aggra-
vated assault/battery, 25 cases of rape, nine cases
of arson and two cases of murder or attempts to
commit such crimes.

“A lot of these crimes are crimes amongst the
criminal element victimizing each other,” Police

Property
crimes up
34 percent
in Newton

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

What could have been a hairy situation, or
cat-astrophe, if you will, turned out to be a purr-
fect situation for two stow-away kittens as well
as Pat and Dave Tongish, co-owners of Tongish
Auto Mart in Newton.

The Tongishes found two 4-week-old kittens,
one gray with white paws and the other with
stripes, hiding in various parts of one of their
vans and a car. The duo, whom the Tongishes
named Bentley, the male, and Mercedes, the fe-
male, took a harrowing ride from Hesston to
Newton under the hood of a van in 100-plus-de-
gree weather.

“They've used up half their lives,” Pat said
about the kittens.

The tale of their rescue involved the disas-
sembly of a vehicle, one of the top officers at a
bank, and a couple of Hesston policemen and
animal control.

The kittens' trek started out innocently

FELINES SURVIVE HOT TEMPS, RIDE NEAR CAR ENGINE

Dave Tongish pets Catillac, the Tongish Auto Mart shop cat.

A tail of
two kitties

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See KITTIES / 8

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Kendra Pugh of Newton prepares to hand a customer a snow cone Friday evening.
Pugh said Sno Cone Pro has 80 to 100 customers a day. 

Pregnant women are notorious
for craving a variety of food, from
Chinese dishes to chocolate to,
most of all, pickles.

It used to be expectant mothers
had limited options on where to
whet their pickle appetites—usu-
ally grocery stores or on burgers.
Now, they have another option,
which is a pickle-flavored snow
cone.

Yes, a local snow cone trailer,
Sno Cone Pro, has a variety of fla-
vors, from the usual, like cherry,
orange and grape, to the more ad-
venturous, like pickle, dinosaur,
tiger’s blood, shark attack, silver
fox, sour apple and strawberry
cheesecake.

“Just got dill pickle back,”
Kendra Pugh of Newton said.
“People have been asking for it.”

Pugh and her husband, Josh,
want to buy the business, and
Pugh was at the red snow cone

Nottingham, Pughs run
area snow cone business 

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See SNOW / 8

See CRIME / 8

Many people cite Christmas as their favorite
holiday, but not Jerry Conyers, who works in the
maintenance department at Kidron Bethel Village
in North Newton.

Conyers loves the Fourth of July, and he holds
dear the memories of celebrating it as a single dad
with his three kids when they were younger.

“Fourth of July was always my favorite holiday
growing up,” Conyers said. “When I had children,
it was theirs, which was great.”

Then Conyers' last kid at home left for basic
training, and he was alone. So instead of sharing
the gift of fireworks with his kids, he did so with
Kidron residents, as well as with the rest of the
community and residents' families. This is the cel-
ebration's 13th year, and there's about 12 or 13

Kidron enjoys
fireworks show
thanks to staff

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See SHOW / 8
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Adear friend of mine
refuses to eat any
leftovers.

I’m sure he’s not alone
in the world, but I never
knew there were people
who had such an aversion
to eating anything left
over.

I tried and tried to fig-
ure it out.

“What about chili?” I
asked. “It’s always way
better after a day in the
fridge!”

He wasn’t swayed.
So if you’re like him, my

column this week isn’t for
you. If, however, you hap-
pened to make the deli-
cious chipotle pork recipe
I wrote about last week
and you happen to have
some left over in your
fridge and you’re ready

for something absolutely
delicious, this column is
definitely for you.

Actually, no matter
what, it’s still for you, be-
cause you can easily make
this with your favorite
taco meat or cooked
chicken or any kind of
pre-cooked meat you have
in the fridge. There are
probably infinite ways to
customize this one.

I took this idea from the
blog “Kevin & Amanda.”
You can find their recipe
at http://www.kevinan-
damanda.com/crunchy-
taco-cups/. 

As a side note, the
sauce I used was the stuff
I made from the leftover
goodies in my crockpot
when I was done making
pulled pork (I talked

about that last week,
too.). You can use pretty
much anything you like to
match the ingredients
you’re using: salsa, barbe-
cue sauce, hot sauce, etc.
Be creative.

Pulled Pork Taco
Cups

24 wonton wrappers
about 1 pound leftover

pulled pork (or other pre-
cooked meat)

your favorite sauce
1 can black beans,

drained (or other toppings
of your choice)

1-2 cups cheese
Preheat the oven to 375

degrees.
Coat a muffin tin with

cooking spray.
Place one wonton wrap-

per into each cup. Spoon

some pork, some sauce, a
few beans and a little
cheese into each cup.

Place another wonton
wrapper into each cup
and repeat, ending with
cheese.

Bake for about 12 min-
utes or until everything is
warmed through and the
edges of the wrappers are
golden brown.

Be careful when you
dive into these. They will

be nice and hot in the cen-
ter. They will also be
slightly addictive, so con-
sider yourself warned.

The really nice thing
about this recipe is you
can even make variations
in the same batch. Each
cup can have its own
blend of flavors and ingre-
dients, which also makes
serving dinner to any
picky eaters at your table
super easy to do.

If you have any of those

pesky “leftover avoiders”
in your family, you might
even be able to sneak this
one past them. And if not,
don’t worry about it. You
won’t really want to share
anyway.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now. She

doesn’t claim to be an ex-
pert in the kitchen but

loves to try new recipes.
You can reach her at 

lindsey@clarionpaper.com
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Newton 
2311 Edgemore
North Newton

316-283-7093

Hutch Hours:
Mon-Sat 9am -5pm

Newton:
Closed until Fall season

Hutchinson
209 S. Valley Pride Rd.
Hutchinson
620-662-5591
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NOW UNTIL THEY ARE GONE!
Choose from a great clearance 

selection of Exterior Doors, Interior 
Doors, Patio- Doors, Sliding Glass Doors 
& Bi-Fold Singles. No back stock and 

all doors are on floor to sale. 

NEWTON
316-283-0700

SENCO FinishPro® 
18MG, 2-1/8" 

18-Gauge Brad Nailer 
(ProSeries)
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Fourth of July a busy time for Newton Fire/EMS

While for many, the
Fourth of July is a time of
fun and blowing up fire-
works, it's serious busi-
ness for Newton Fire/EMS
and Emergency Dispatch,
county firefighters and
emergency management. 

The fire department has
had to respond to a vari-
ety of calls during the hol-
iday, ranging from small
grass fires to large house
fires and traumatic in-
juries from fires,
Fire/EMS Chief Mark
Willis said.

“Some years it seems
like that’s all we do is just
run firework-related inci-
dents and then times like
last year we only had,
like, four firework-related
calls, and that was on
July Fourth,” Willis said.
“That’s the slowest it has
been in years. Some years
we will have 60 to 70 calls
just related to fireworks.”

Normally, Willis said
the fire department re-

ceives around 10 calls per
day, but in 2013 they had
16 calls in a three-hour
period during the holiday,
with five at the same
time. In 2012, he said the
fire department responded
to 63 calls related to fire-
works. To prepare, extra
staff is on hand, and fire-
fighters are directed to
limit vacation time during
the holiday.

“In the past, we've had
houses destroyed from
firework-related fires, and
invariably it comes with
unsupervised use of fire-
works or improper use of
fireworks that cause prob-
lems, especially when
large aerial displays and
sky lanterns are lit off in
high wind conditions,”
Willis said. “It is just im-
portant to be cognitive of
the wind conditions, and
usually we don’t have
problems unless people
don’t follow those guide-
lines.”

He said the fire depart-
ment dealt with fairly se-
rious injuries from
accidental discharge of

fireworks or incidents that
left people with serious
burns or different trau-
matic injuries.

“We have 108 square
miles within our district,
so we will respond to any-
thing that happens within
our district, but also we
will also be available to
neighboring departments
if they have multiple inci-
dents or big incidents who
need assistance,” Willis

added. “In Harvey
County, we have a very
good, cooperative relation-
ships with all the emer-
gency services. Everyone
is willing to assist one an-
other when things get re-
ally busy.”

Staying Safe
Willis recommends

adults use good judgment
and common sense as far
as the wind conditions

and advises adults to
avoid messing with fire-
works if alcohol is con-
sumed. Kids should also
have adults supervising
their activities with fire-
works.

“We don’t have a real
serious problem from the
fire department’s perspec-
tive with the use of legal
fireworks, but where we
run into problems is if
people are using fireworks
in an unsafe manner, and
it varies from year to
year,” Willis said.

Gary Denny, the direc-
tor of emergency commu-
nications of Harvey
County, said he believes
another significant rule is
for people to shoot off fire-
works in the city they pur-
chase them in.

“Newton’s guidelines
are different than the city
of Wichita, so it’s best to
practice purchasing the
fireworks within the juris-
diction that you intend to
discharge them,” Denny
said.

To help with safety, the
fire department also in-

spects every licensed fire-
work stand proceeds into
business, before they
allow them to start oper-
ating.

After the Fourth of July
weekend, the fire depart-
ment also performs a post
inspection to ensure
everything has been
cleaned up and disposed
properly.

“We want to make sure
there are no possible haz-
ards where the stands
were,” Willis said. “We
will respond to firework
complaints concerning
what is happening around
a firework stand, such as
people discharging fire-
works too close to firework
stands.”

If all goes according to
plan, Newton will make it
through another year with
all of its people and build-
ings intact. 

“We support the Fourth
of July and understand
that people want to have a
good time, and we just ask
that they follow the laws
and ordinances that are in
effect,” Willis said.

BY MEGAN VOTH
NEWTON NOW STAFF

MEGAN VOTH/NEWTON NOW
Fire Station #3 on 2520 S. Kansas Ave. is one of three fire stations in
Newton.

Pull one over on them with pulled pork leftovers

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Pulled pork taco cups use leftover pork or any of your favorite filling to make yummy, crispy individual serv-
ings.

Want more content updated daily?  Check out: harveycountynow.com
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that has all the right ingredients: 
Friendly, helpful service from people you know.

Stop by today and let us show 
you how we can help!

Goessel
620.367.2264

Newton North
316.283.3035

Newton South
316.283.7478

NMLS # 791580
Hesston

620.327.4941
Newton Walmart 

316.283.7350

thecsb.com

• FREE CHECKING •
$50 minimum balance to open account

No Monthly Maintenance Fee
Unlimited Withdrawals-No Checks, ATM Card Only

Monthly statement.

• FREE CHECKING PLUS •
$50 minimum balance to open account

No monthly maintenance fee
Unlimited check writing

Monthly statement with no check images
$1.00 per page for check copies (optional)

The

difference
is in the

etails

(316) 283-4343
Fax (316) 283-5460

120  E. Broadway
Newton, Kansas 67114

Michael L. Hylton
Licensed Funeral Director

Monument Specialist
Pre-need Counselor

Jackie S. Anderson
Licensed Funeral Director

Monument Specialist
Pre-need Counselor

www.broadwaycolonialfh.com

            

www.broadwaycolonial

Newton, Kansas 671
120  E. Broadway

Fax (316) 283-5460

(316) 283-4343

  

fh.com

14Newton, Kansas 671
120  E. Broadway

Fax (316) 283-5460
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fh.com

As painter Bob Ross
once said, “There are no
mistakes, just happy acci-
dents.”

Paint, watercolor in par-
ticular, can be an unpre-
dictable medium, but it's
that unpredictability, a
run of color here, an er-
rant brush stroke there,
that can make a piece
unique. 

“Even with the same
drawing and exact same
outline, no two paintings
will ever look alike,” said
Susan Bartel, who has
been putting on watercolor
painting workshops at
Carriage Factory Art Fac-
tory on Wednesday
evenings this summer.
“With watercolor, numer-
ous variables exist, such
as amount of water or
paint and length of drying
time.”

Participants at one re-
cent watercolor workshop
found that out first hand.

At the workshop titled
“Playing with Color, Ex-
ploring Glazes and
Washes, Amazing Tex-
tures and Positively Nega-
tive,” attendees
experimented with the
medium, filling in a pic-
ture of a lightly sketched
giraffe.

Bartel supplied the be-
ginner painters with de-
tailed instructions, steps,
tips and methods of mix-
ing water and paint and
applying it to paper.

“Painting with water-
color is much different
than painting with regular
paint, because it is trans-
parent and can only be
corrected to a certain de-
gree,” Bartel said. “You
have to both be in control
and let go of control. Wa-
tercolor is a little bit of a
gamble.”

The workshop pallet
uses all three primary col-

ors, making an unlimited
number of hues partici-
pants can use and experi-
ment with.  

“A person could spend
an entire lifetime on wa-
tercolors and not know all
there is to know about wa-
tercolor, because every
color is like a chemical,”
Bartel said. “Every paint
interacts differently with
other paints, and you don’t
know what you’re going to
get unless you try.”

Multiple attendees
found themselves overly
surprised and taken aback

from the unpredictable in-
teraction of the paint and
water. Each time the tip of
the paintbrush met the
paper, outcomes varied
each time.

A few of the painters ex-
pressed displeasure with
the uncontrollable water
taking over occasionally.
Bartel continued to re-
mind the beginners that
nearly all aftereffects of
watercolor paintings re-
sult in accidental suc-
cesses.

“My hope for the take-
away is that people leave
knowing the joy that there
is in watercolor, because
for me watercolor is a true
experience of joy,” Bartel
said. “I mean, sometimes
you have disasters, but a
lot of the time you just
have little miracles all
over the place. You just
have to crop out the bad
parts and focus on the
good.”

Carriage Factory offering
workshop in watercolors

BY MEGAN VOTH
NEWTON NOW STAFF

MEGAN VOTH/NEWTON NOW
Attendee of the workshop, Paula Allison (left), is assisted by Susan Bar-
tel (right) in her giraffe watercolor painting.

Want to go?
Two more water-

color workshops will
be July 6 at the Car-
riage Factory Art
Gallery, 128 E 6th St.
The workshop costs
$35 to register.  

July 14, 2016, 6:30 p.m.
Meridian Center

1420 E Broadway Ct, Newton, Kansas
The Newton Now newspaper and the Newton Chamber of Commerce 

will host a legislative forum in which candidates from both parties 
will be presenting their views and political stances. 

Harvey County Sheriff candidates, State candidates for House 
District 72, and Senate District 31 candidates will be in attendence.
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Four children, Isaac
and Ciara Guy, and
twins Faith and

Hope Coleman, frolicked
in the local splash park's
water Friday afternoon
with not a care in the
world, spraying each
other and laughing.

There's a good chance
they just enjoyed the
water during that hot
summer day, not thinking
about what goes into
keeping the park running
or how much money it
cost to start up.

The splash part of the
park cost $250,000 to in-
stall, which included the
concrete pad, said Jackie
Krehbiel, park mainte-
nance worker IV.

“So they're not cheap by
any means,” Krehbiel
said.

The splash park was
built in 2009 and began
operating in 2010. The en-
tire park, which includes
the splash park and play-
ground equipment area
separated by a parking
lot, is called Springlake
Park.

“It was installed in the
late summer, early fall,”
park horticulturalist
Hondo Collins said about
the splash park.

The splash equipment
was tested on Dec. 4 and
then winterized, Collins
said.

“It was windy and
cold—I mean cold, cold,
40 mile-per-hour winds
and 20 degrees,” he said.

The company that
tested it was from out of
state, and that's the day
they wanted to do it.

A lot of work goes into
winterizing the equip-
ment.

“Every affect has to be
disassembled, and then
the water has to be blown
backwards through the
(water) lines,” Collins
said. “They each have
their own separate lines
that go to a header,” he
said, adding they use a
compressor to blow out
each line. The affect is a
piece of equipment.

Then recreational vehi-
cle antifreeze is added

with foam added.
“And then you put the

cover or affect back on,”
Collins said.

The upright features
stay, but the ground af-
fects, they switch out with
a cover plate, Krehbiel
said.

In addition, they need
to drain the holding tank
halfway, Collins said.

“So we have enough
water in it to hold it
down,” Krehbiel added.

It's just down far
enough in the ground so it
won't freeze, and the hold-
ing tank has 3,000 gallons
of water.

“It's a recirculated sys-
tem,” Collins said. […]
“It's a swimming pool,
just underground.”

They chose a recircula-
tion system because it's
more environmentally
friendly than a run-off
system.

With the Newton splash
park, water drains off the
pad and goes back into
the holding tank, where it
gets treated. There's a
computer system with
sensors that tell the oxy-
gen reduction potential
and pH levels, as there's a
chemical range for the

water to be
safe.

“The
chemicals
have to be
in range in
order for
the system
to operate,”
Krehbiel
said.

When it's out of range,
the system shuts down.

“We do get called out
very frequently on that
thing,” Collins said. […]
“Hence, the overtime.”

What can get the sys-
tem out of whack is urina-
tion and poor hygiene
from people using the
park, Collins added. The
park also can have me-
chanical issues.

Newton park personnel
check the splash park
once a day on weekdays
and change the filter bas-
kets every day. Then, it
gets checked one or two
more times. During the
weekends, someone's on
call.

So far this year, they've
spent $5,500 on chemicals
and parts, and last year,
they had 485.5 man hours
out there at a cost of
$15,700.

“If the kids didn't like it
so much, the guys proba-
bly wouldn't want to go
work on it,” Collins said.

Collins and Krehbiel
weren't sure how many
people use the park every
year because there's re-
ally no way to keep track,
since it's free and open
after city employees'
hours.

“I can tell you it gets

used a lot,” Krehbiel said.
However, there's some-

times a shortage of park-
ing spaces and no
shortage of cars.

The park is open from
Memorial Day to Labor
Day, which also is the
time of year when there
are a lot of lightning
strikes. Nearby lightning
strikes can keep people
away, and they also can
damage the computer out
there. The computer is
kept in an elevated cabi-
net at the park. This year,
the computer had to be
overnighted to get it re-
programmed in time for
Memorial Day Weekend,
Collins said.

To start the system
working, people just have
to tap a green post in the
park. The splash park has

a random sequence, so
features turn on and off at
different times.

Collins said they learn
more every year about the
system.

One thing Collins and
Krehbiel wanted to stress
was parents should, be-
cause the parking lot is
between the playground
equipment and the splash
park, watch their children
closely and watch for
other people's children
when backing up.

“I've seen some kids go
behind cars that were
moving,” Krehbiel said.

One of the kids at the
park on Friday, Isaac
Guy, 9, really likes it
there.

“I like the playground
and the park because you
can get in water and you

can also play at the same
time,” he said.

Ciara Guy, 10, also en-
joys it.

“If you're really, really
hot and you can come and
get really wet, and then
you can dry off at the
park,” she said. “If you
have a fishing rod, you
can go fishing.”

LOWER YOUR ELECTRIC BILL 
THIS SUMMER! GET A HIGH EFFICIENCY 
A/C UNIT! CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

316-215-2445
ReimerServices.com

Proudly Serving You 
for Over 45 Years!
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Open SATURDAYS until 5
@ KRANZ MOTORS

Coupon Must Be 
Presented At Time 

Of Service!

TM

Hutchinson � Haven � Newton � Wichita
800.428.8427  � hcu.coop

Less time 
banking.  
More time 
enjoying.

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

Foot Golf Hours:
Monday/Tuesdays: 2pm - Sunset

Wednesday: Noon - 3:30pm 
Thursdays: Noon - 3:30pm 
Friday - Sunday: ALL DAY!

800 SOUTH KANSAS AVE.
NEWTON, KANSAS
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Whether you�re buying your 
first car or your retirement home,
I�m here for you every step of the way.
Let�s talk about how I can help. 
Let�s talk today.      

417-274-2383

Tiffany Jenkins
jenkinstiffany05@gmail.com
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Many man hours needed to keep splash park running
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

THE HEAT IS ON

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Twins Faith Coleman, left, and Hope Coleman enjoy the splash
park on Friday, June 24. 
RIGHT: Ciara Guy reacts to getting sprayed Friday, June 24, at the local
splash park. 

Isaac Guy

Amultitude gath-
ered on a wet
muddy day

and the band played
Santana.

So kind of like Wood-
stock—with hot dogs.

First Bank held its An-
nual Customer Apprecia-
tion Day in Military
Park.

The event, which has
been going on since 2001,

has become a fairly large
affair.

The event lasted from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday,
June 24. Bank employees
cooked some 2,000 quar-
ter-pound hot dogs to
feed the multitude of
people who sauntered
through listening to
music by Brad Stephens
and the Cross Walk Proj-
ect as well as eating free
snow cones, hot dogs,
chips and taking advan-
tage of a bounce house.

First Bank has customer appreciation day
FOR NEWTON NOW

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Callie Hensiek sips her snow cone
during the Friday event.
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School district looking at sharp health insurance increase

Health insurance costs
for the Newton school dis-
trict are expected to go up. 

Assistant Superintend-
ent Russell Miller spoke
to the school board about
the increase in costs for
insurance health plans at
its Monday meeting. 

The school district had
an insurance plan
through Coventry Insur-
ance, which was bought
by Aetna. 

The cost of the same
plan for the district would
increase by about 20 per-

cent under the new struc-
ture. Miller said switch-
ing insurance to Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of
Kansas would up costs by
47 percent. He also said
ESSDACK (Educational
Services and Staff Devel-
opment Association of
Central Kansas) had no
interest in accepting USD
373 into its risk group. 

"We're leaning toward
recommending we stay
with our current plan and
come back to you on what
we can do with contribu-
tions," Miller said. 

Miller said the district
needs to soon figure out
the plan. 

School Board Member

Renee Er-
ickson ques-
tioned
Miller if the
district
would have
to keep
dealing
with increas-
ing health
care costs year after year. 

Miller said he did not
know. 

Erickson suggested the
district move toward well-
ness plans, incentivizing
employees with healthy
habits by paying more on
their insurance costs. 

She said such an idea
would encourage employ-
ees to be healthier and be

more proactive in pre-
venting large insurance
cost increases. 

No action was taken in
the discussion. 

In other news, the dis-
trict will cut down the
number of school board
meetings it will have next
year. The Newton School
Board approved of having
one meeting a month for
the next year instead of
two, with monthly meet-
ings to be held at the dis-
trict office at 7 p.m. on the
second Monday of each
month. 

August will have two
school board meetings, as
the district is dealing
with the budgeting

process.
School board members

mentioned that it is easier
to call an extra meeting
should they need one than
cancel an already sched-
uled meeting. 

In other business:
• The district approved

a bevy of handbooks, in-
cluding 2016-2017 stu-
dent handbooks for its
schools and the 2016-2017
personnel handbook for
classified employees. 

• Russell Miller dis-
cussed budget changes
coming from a school
funding law the legisla-
ture passed. That infor-
mation is available in a
larger article in this

week's paper. 
• The board approved

applying for a Head Start
Grant. Last year 130 stu-
dents were enrolled in
the district's program. 

• The board approved
accepting two gifts. NMC
and the American Heart
Association gave Newton
High School a CPR
Training Kit valued at
$5,000. The Sunset Ele-
mentary PTO gave
$7,400 to the district for
a rock wall for the
school's gym. 

• The meeting lasted
one hour and 30 minutes.
Tim Hodge and Matt
Treaster were not pres-
ent.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Erickson

Board of Harvey County Commissioners eyes budgets

The Board of Harvey
County Commissioners
continued to look at de-
partment budgets in
preparation for coming up
with a comprehensive
county budget for the next
year. 

The commission had a
chance to look at supple-
mental requests made by
departments, or addi-
tional requests the de-
partments made that
might not be necessary
but they view as helpful. 

The supplemental re-
quests totaled $462,275,
or have an estimated im-
pact on the mill levy of
1.63 mills, which would
mean about $17.93 for a
$100,000 residential prop-
erty. 

Larger expenditures in
these requests would in-
clude the hiring of a pub-
lic information officer for
$77,402 and a $170,000
transfer from the general
fund to help pay for deten-
tion center capital outlay
projects. 

The information was
provided for commission-
ers to review and direct
staff on what it wishes to

see or does-
n't wish to
see in its
budget. 

The com-
mission was
also pro-
vided with a
plan outlin-
ing its capi-
tal improvement program,
or a plan that schedules
replacements and im-
provements to be made in
the next five years. 

Projects to be paid for
out of the general fund
could take a large jump
next year from $164,000
to $503,000 with a re-
placement of the county's
tax and financial software
system scheduled and es-
timated to cost around
$300,000. 

The commission made
no commitments to how it
will order its budget for
the next year, and all the
information provided was
given to them for review
in the budgeting process. 

In other news, the com-
mission did approve the
Harvey County Health
Department applying for
an annual $209,000 Fed-
eral Women Infants and
Children Grant.

The grant will help pay
for staff members from

the health department to
administer the WIC pro-
gram, which helps low in-
come mothers with things
such as supplemental
foods, health care refer-
rals, and nutrition educa-
tion as well as provides
services to infants and
children up to age five
who are found to be at nu-
tritional risk, according to
its government website.

County Administrator
John Waltner told the
commission that WIC is a
helpful program and rec-
ommended approval of the
application. 

“This is one of the most
effective programs out
there,” Waltner said. 

All commissioners gave
their support for the pro-
gram. Some made a few
digs at their counterparts
to the south as well. 

“It's federal dollars, so
they must be bad,” Com-
missioner Randy Hague
said sarcastically. “That's
from the three amigos in
Sedgwick County.”

Three members of the
Sedgwick County Com-
mission have regularly
voted in a majority to re-
fuse certain federal grants
and also recently passed a
resolution asking the
Kansas Department of

Health find a way to
screen undocumented
workers out of the WIC
program. 

It was a state mandate
not a federal program
that was the next topic for
discussion. The county
had to update its conceal
and carry policies to com-
ply with state laws. Em-
ployees can now carry
concealed weapons in
county vehicles. If they
are driving a county vehi-
cle on county business
and enter a place that
prohibits weapons, they
can now place the weapon
in the county vehicle out
of plain sight if the vehi-
cle is locked. 

“This puts us in compli-
ance, ’til the legislature
decides to do something
else,” Waltner said. 

ETC. 
*The county accepted a

sizable check from the
Rhodes Foundation to
help pay for a shower fa-
cility upgrade in West
Park. 

*The county approved
paying its weekly bills for
$115,277.

*All commissioners
were present; the meeting
lasted around two and one
half hours.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Waltner

Commissioners ask for help on possible joint law enforcement center

Some Newton city com-
missioners are now ask-
ing for help from Newton
citizens to lobby the Har-
vey County Commission
for a new joint law en-
forcement center

Looking at a proposed
$8 million police station
and the possibility of sig-
nificantly having to in-
crease taxes, multiple
Newton commissioners
expressed a desire to
work with Harvey County
to build a joint law en-
forcement center. 

“What did The Godfa-
ther say?” Commissioner
Leroy Koehn mused.
“Make them an offer they
can't refuse?”

The logic presented at
the commission budget
meeting Tuesday about
the joint law enforcement
center amounts to this:
they believe Newton
needs a new police de-
partment, and some-
where down the line the
county will spend money
on the sheriff's office,
which occupies the same
building as the current
police office. So why don’t
both taxing bodies pool
their resources and try to
cut costs with tight budg-
ets on the horizon? At
least that's what the ma-
jority of commissioners
argued. 

Mayor Glen Davis said
he's had a large number
of people express concern
to him about the issue. 

“I've had a cross section
of the community come
up to me and say we need
to work with the county,”
he said.

Davis also said he
talked to a member of the
City of Halstead Admin-
istration and one North
Newton Council Member
in favor of the idea. 

“I would not be doing
my duty to these people if
I didn't bring this up,”
Davis said. 

Koehn said he thought
it was the best idea. Ny-
gaard voiced strong sup-

port for the idea.
“The outcry will be

enormous,” he said of
taxes going up with gov-
erning bodies throughout
the area. “We have to
look at the taxpayers and
do what's right. I think
we need to look at every-
thing involved.”

Commissioner Barth
Hague said
it might
have been
a good op-
tion, except
he didn't
feel the
county
wanted to
participate. 

“It
seemed like
we met
them last
time and it
was like
beating a
dead
horse,”
Commis-
sioner
Kathy
Valentine
volun-
teered. 

She may
have a
point. The
commission
asked the
county com-

missioners about this op-
tion before and
repeatedly were told no.
At a joint city/county
meeting in June, County
Commissioner Chip
Westfall told city commis-
sioners that the sheriff's
office could not be moved
away from the jail. 

Koehn questioned just
how county commission-
ers could be convinced
and Davis recommended
encouraging people to
speak to the county com-
mission about the issues. 

Davis in turn was nom-
inated for the position of
drumming up support for
the idea. 

Davis said he would ac-
cept going through doors
to possibly get kicked out. 

On the option of a new
police station, commis-
sioners debated budget-
ing debt payments for the

station in the 2017
budget. 

Valentine suggested
the possibility of funding
the station through a
0.25 percent sales tax. 

Commissioner David
Nygaard said he didn't
favor using a sales tax. 

Koehn asked that the
city staff create a number
of budget options for the
commission to look at so
they could see the impact
of what paying for the
station would look like. 

The commission spent
the budget session look-
ing at department re-
quests.

City Manager Bob
Myers said he wanted di-
rection on what requests
should be included in the
budget. 

The group gave a con-
sensus of adding two po-
lice officers, contributing
$165,000 to help with re-
pairs to the Warkentin
House and allocating
around $100,000 to the
parks department to help
with upkeep and replace
equipment. 

Staff will now look at
those requests and the
rest of the budget to fur-
ther compile information
for city budget discus-
sions. 

And as for how the
budgeting process will go,
even without funding any
of the extra requests and
spending holding even, a
new budget would exceed
revenue projects and
spend down city reserves
to 1 percent of the total
budget. The city has a
policy to have that ending
balance equal 15 percent
of the overall fund. It
would take a roughly 21
mill increase in taxes to
reach that 15 percent re-
serve number. 

From discussion at the
session, it sounded like
all options were on the
table for commissioners.

Hague said it was time
to turn the boat around.
And Koehn said the city
must prepare itself to
have a budget that faces
reality. 

“It's crucial we look at
all options and we look at

revenue increases as well
as cuts,” he said.

Vehicle registration
costs increasing

Get your vehicle reg-
istered, because it's get-
ting more expensive
come July. 

The Kansas Depart-
ment of Revenue will
increase registration
fees by $3.25 to help
fund the Kansas High-
way Patrol and the
Kansas Law Enforce-
ment Training Center. 

According to the Har-
vey County Treasurer’s
Office, $2 of the fee will
go to the highway patrol
to increase staffing
numbers, with the rest
supporting officer train-
ing. 

And if you have a
July renewal coming up
and were waiting for a
renewal letter, it's not
going to arrive until
July. 

“The mailing of the
July renewals will be
delayed from mid-June
until July 1 in order to
add the increase,” Re-

becca Fields, Harvey
County treasurer,
stated in a release. “All
transactions received
(by mail) and processed
July 1 and after will be
subject to the increased
fee. This means if some-
one mails in their re-
newal before July 1 and
we receive it on July 1
or after, it will be re-
turned for the addi-
tional fee. The
postmarks do not apply
as they have in the
past. This is what the
Department of Revenue
has instructed us to do
as they will update the
computers to handle

the new fees after 5
p.m. on June 30.”

Long story short, if
you really want to save
$3.50 and have a July
renewal coming up, you
can skip the hike and go
in before July 1 to
renew your tags or do so
online.  

Renewal information
is available at
http://mvs.dmv.kdor.ks.
gov/PrintRenewals/de-
fault.aspx.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Davis

Koehn

Valentine

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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When I was a kid, there was
a brand of firecracker
called “Cobras.” They were

the epitome of violence and danger.
I loved them. They came in a box
buried under a gob of gunpowder. I
don't remember if the box had the
safety disclaimer of “Light fuse and
get away.” With Cobras and their
lightening-fast fuses, that was an
impossible task. It would have had
to read “Light fuse and turn your
head before death.” 

My mother was a huge safety
bear when it came to fireworks.
When I was about 7 or 8 years old,
she scared the bejesus out of me by
telling a story about a girl who held
a Roman candle in her hand. Ac-
cording to my mom, a fireball shot
out the back end, went into the
girl's arm and traveled up towards
her face and blew up. 

Now I am a fearless firework fa-
natic, but thanks to nightmares of
that little girl's incinerated arm and
blown-off face, I am still to this day
scared of Roman candles.

When my daughter was about 10,
she was holding a Missouri smoke
bomb in her hand. It was shaped
like a piece of dynamite. She was

waving it around. Smoke was pour-
ing out, and she was dancing. My
Father of the Year reaction was to
yell, “Yeah, get it! This is great!”
And as all good Fourth of July sto-
ries go, the thing exploded in her
hand. She started screaming like a
maniac. My sister and I ran to her
only to find a small burn on her
arm, which we doused with ice.
After she calmed down, I, of course,
took a picture. There was my
daughter, grinning from ear to ear
proudly displaying her holiday bat-
tle scar. 

It's funny I was so nonchalant
about fireworks with her, as I am
the dad who made her wear safety
glasses when shooting her BB gun.

Truth be told, I didn't want my
mom to haunt me with “It's your
fault she shot her eye out.” 

My favorite fireworks of all time
were bottle rockets. It's too bad
those are illegal now. You could get
creative with those things. We
would put them in pipes and shoot
them at each other. Or if we were
feeling particularly froggy, we sim-
ply lit the fuse and threw them up
in the air. It was a farm-kid version
of Russian roulette. More often
than not, they would shoot back
down toward us. Thank goodness
my mom never found out about
those shenanigans. That would
have sent her through the roof, and
I would have been banned from
fireworks forever. 

As you celebrate your independ-
ence on Monday, please take time
to count your fingers before you
start. The trick to keeping them is
simple. Just remember to light fuse
and get away. 

Bruce Behymer is the advertising
manager of Newton Now, The Edge
and Harvey County Now. He can be

reached at 316-281-7899 or
bruce@harveycountynow.com.

Light the fuse and get away
Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com
We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-

nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words.

Legislative bill positive
for Newton

Breaking news today in the
world of social media can be
a rather harrowing engage-

ment. 
Everyone always wants to be

first. Everyone hates getting beat. 
The first person with a story up

and online gets a pile of web traffic
and credit for putting it out. 

You arrive late to the party and
posting the story, as a reporter, al-
most feels like a waste.

But being first doesn't always
mean being right. When news
breaks stuff gets confusing some-
times. 

I've been lucky to have only been
gotten bit in this situation one or
two times, and it feels horrible.
Typos aren't great. Name mis-
spellings are rather embarrassing.
But when you really mess up the
facts, that's the worst. 

Readers generally expect you to
be right or have the official version
of things. When you mess up facts,
your credibility takes a hit and you
lose trust.

Someone might repeat what they
read of what you wrote, only to look
foolish when someone else tells
them that just ain't so. 

That's something most journal-
ists, myself included, worry about
on a regular basis. Sometimes I'll
wake up from a sleep worried about
what exactly I put in an article. 

In the past, when a reporter
messed up the best thing they could
do was write a correction. Readers
could at least see the correct story
then. 

But today, in the case of breaking
news, you often throw up a story
online and it flutters where it may. 

Thousands could read it. And if
you screw up, there's often no way
of properly correcting a mistake.

It's kind of like that old sermon
that gets repeated. I've used it as
an example before, but I don't re-
member if it was while I was work-
ing here. Still it's a good example. A
woman goes to church and con-
fesses to the priest for gossiping.
The priest tells her to go on her roof
and cut open a feather pillow and
come back to him. 

She cuts the pillow and the feath-
ers fly away on the wind. She re-
turns to the priest and he tells her
to then go bring him the feathers.
She replies that she can't, because
they scattered. “That’s what gossip
is,” he explains, but that's also the
danger we face as news producers
with social media. 

People share things without even
thinking and half the time reading. 

If you say someone gets arrested,
people believe someone gets ar-

rested. If that ends up not being
true, you can do a person a signifi-
cant harm.

Does any one remember the man
a Wichita TV station said was
BTK? And then the man wasn't
BTK?

I got to ruminating on all this be-
cause of a few breaking stories of
late. Thursday social media was
abuzz with word of a stabbing in
Newton. An arrest had been made. 

A Newton police officer and I
have a running joke every time I
call for info. If it's online, then it's
gotta be true. 

After I got a full story from the
police department, it turned out no
one was arrested in the incident,
and police ended up believing it was
possible that the stabbing victim
stabbed himself. 

I was glad I waited to get some
confirmations before I put out a
story. Generally, that's good prac-
tice. Get a confirmation. That gets
skipped sometimes nowadays. 

Nine times out of 10, what you
think you have is probably right,
but it's that one time that burns
you. Because there's one thing
worst than not being first. And
that's being first and not correct. 

Fingers crossed I don't end up in
that situation anytime soon and
someone waves this column in my
face.

Adam Strunk is the managing ed-
itor of Newton Now. He can be
reached at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

There’s one thing worse than being late to the party
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Schools won't shut down for the next year. 
And while perhaps that's a pretty low bar to set for

success, that's what success looks like politically in
Kansas. 

For a governing body which had long been pulled by
the nose by its zealot wing, it was a surprise to see a
moderate proposal was voted on and nearly unani-
mously approved. 

The state returned to a previous formula of equaliza-
tion payments and provided $38 million in funding to
increase the payments to poorer school districts. 

A constitutional amendment floated to prevent the
Kansas Supreme Court from ruling education funding
unconstitutional didn't make it to the ballot. 

And an idea to pay for the $38 million increase in
equalization payments by pulling it in part out of school
district's general funds failed. 

It might not be sunshine and roses in every district
you go to. Some richer school districts, particularly in
Johnson County, saw equalization payments cut down
significantly. 

And while the equity part of the lawsuit is solved, the
question of adequate school funding remains in place.
That part of the suit is sure to return again in the fu-
ture and could make for a much larger and even more
difficult struggle. 

But today, for places like Newton, the recent legisla-
tive bill is positive. 

Newton comes out around $172,000 ahead, with its
capital outlay fund taking a significant boost.

It's not a massive amount, but it can go a long way ei-
ther on facility spending or for tax relief for residents. 

Tax relief may be something in very short supply with
all sorts of governments preparing for the last year to
raise taxes before triggering elections on the matter
with the property tax cap to take effect in 2018. 

Still, school should start on time and be open next
year. And it looks like legislators came together in bet-
ter faith than usual and negotiated an outcome better
than some expected. 

Perhaps this marks a change in tempo for the Kansas
Legislature in the coming year. Or perhaps everyone's
just nervous about elections. 

Time will tell.
—Newton Now Editorial Board

Happy Fourth, everyone
We would like to wish everyone a happy Fourth of

July. 
It’s a time of patriotism, barbecue, celebration and

fun. It’s a time to shoot fireworks, enjoy family and let
off a bit of steam. 

Gobs of people are heading out to buy smaller fire-
works for the kids and bigger ones for themselves. 

It’s always a good practice to shop local for these fire-
works if you can. Local charities and civic groups often
run stands. If you’re going to spend money, you may as
well see a few of those dollars stay in town. 

And on the firework note, remember to be safe and be
courteous. Use common sense and stay out of the emer-
gency room and out of the paper.

Happy Fourth to you all. Let us take the time to re-
member what makes us Americans, the qualities of free-
dom, of speech and religion of equality and the pursuit
of happiness which we hold dear.  Let's remember the
sacrifices made to preserve such freedoms and that they
are too dear to willfully give up. 

And let's sit back, take a breath and soak up the sum-
mer.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

Thanks to organizations who
helped with summer activity program

Summer Enrichment Activities for Kids (SEAK) is
now halfway through our summer program. We cur-
rently are serving just over 40 children, 9 to 11:30 a.m.
Mondays through Thursdays. 

SEAK provides stimulating education and cultural di-
versity with our theme: Around The World In 30 Days.
This free program is provided by Peace Connections and
wouldn't be possible without the support of generous do-
nations from individuals, churches and businesses
throughout Harvey County. 

Many thanks to Women's Community Foundation,
Book ReViews, Midland Bank, First United Presbyte-
rian Church, First Bank, Citizen's State Bank, Commu-
nity National Bank & Trust, Newton Lions Club, Salem
Redbird Circle, Newton Medical Center, Krueger Insur-
ance and several individual contributors. Thank you for
making this possible!

Jennifer Rose, director, 
Peace Connections

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

CARTOON BY AMY SMARSH-JOHNSON/NEWTON NOW



June 30, 2016      Newton Now www.harveycountynow.com      Page 7OPINION

According to the World
Health Organization, coffee
doesn’t cause cancer.

That’s the good news.
The bad news is I now have an

uncontrollable tremor from ingest-
ing one and one-half pots of coffee
while searching through Ticket-
master’s website so I could take
advantage of their concert ticket
giveaways to all of us who inadver-
tently paid for them through han-
dling fees from 1999-2013.

For those who haven’t followed
the news, Ticketmaster lost a
class-action lawsuit over fees they
charged for processing orders.  In
particular, they did not disclose
that they profited from the fees,
which led to the suit.

Since I was one of those people
who spent a king’s ransom to at-
tend a host of classic rock concerts
during that span of time, I hur-
riedly logged onto my account to
stake my claim to free ticket
vouchers.

Several minutes later, the ensu-
ing flow of coffee caused a slight
twitch…

At first, I learned that my ticket
vouchers were valid for venues op-
erated by Live Nation, which is a
subsidiary of Ticketmaster.  It
seemed a bit odd that a company
that sold me tickets with exorbi-
tant fees could then have an op-
portunity to control the concert
selections I was offered. But I re-
minded myself that it was still free
concert tickets and there were
probably a host of bands I could
see.

I followed the on-screen prompts
and changed the venue location
from “See all cities,” to “Wichita,
Kansas.”

It was at that moment when I
realized I was caught in a “cyber-
ruse.” The first concert on the list
that popped up on my screen fea-
tured a band at the state fair-
grounds in Tampa, Fla.  

Perhaps an error, I said to my-
self. But, the rest of the list in-
cluded New Orleans, Orlando, and
a place called Cuyahoga Falls,
Ohio. There were no Wichita,
Kan., concerts among the list, but
plenty of other places I hadn’t
been.

Suddenly, my free tickets didn’t
seem all that free, since I would be
forced to drive a minimum of 400
miles one way so I could use them.
And, to top it off, after looking
through 17 pages of concert list-
ings, I realized the vouchers were
sold out on virtually every show
through 2016 anyway.

I weighed my options.  I could
kick, scream and have an all-out
meltdown or fire off a letter detail-

ing exactly what I thought about
Ticketmaster’s effort to make
amends to me for spending liter-
ally hundreds of dollars to see my
favorite bands from the 1980s,
now in the grips of AARP member-
ships. 

I chose the latter, much to the
appreciation of my family.

So now, I’ll wait.  
Luckily, the show vouchers have

an expiration of June 2020, which
means I have plenty of time to find
a concert that suits my interest. It
also provides me enough time to
use MapQuest and find Al-
pharetta, Georgia, in case that be-
comes my venue of choice.

Hopefully all of my favorites
groups are still touring by that
time and the effects of all that
hairspray from the 1980s hasn’t
fogged their abilities to carry a
tune.

Maybe I should have noted that
in my letter, also. And perhaps it
will be the focus of my next letter,
as soon as I finish reading another
study that says very hot beverages
“of any kind are ‘probably carcino-
genic’ to humans.” 

I guess that puts a new twist on
my current status—a “fuming”
fan.

Ken Knepper, who learned a
plethora of new city names through
his research to locate a local venue
for cashing in on his “free” tickets,
before discovering an equal num-

ber of expletives to describe his dis-
gust, may be reached at

Ken.Knepper@Gmail.com.

Ticketmaster is a house of lies Guest Editorial
Farmers important part

of our communities

From June 1 through 3, Bethel
College, in partnership with
the Harvey County EDC, was

pleased to host the “Ice House En-
trepreneurship Facilitator Train-
ing” event I mentioned in last
month’s column. I firmly believe the
experience will be life-changing for
the 17 participants and, through
them, our community.

The group was fortunate to be led
by Gary Schoeniger, founder and
CEO of the Entrepreneurial Learn-
ing Initiative, and as we progressed
through the training, I was struck
by how much of the program lent it-
self to personal, organizational and,
perhaps, community success rather
than business training and develop-
ment. I also was struck by the real-
ization that, when defined more
broadly, the liberal arts college ex-
perience rightfully can serve as a
breeding ground for an entrepre-
neurial mindset and that, it seems
to me, colleges have mistakenly ab-
dicated that term to the business
world.

As Gary seeks to redefine entre-
preneurship, he reminds us that
the term likely comes from the Old
French word “entreprendre,” which
means to “undertake, search or dis-
cover.”  Perhaps in an abstract
sense, one may better understand
entrepreneurship as one who pos-
sesses a “sense of adventure, readi-
ness to undertake challenge or a
spirit of daring.”  In his own words,
Gary described entrepreneurship as
“the ability to identify a problem
and develop a solution.” That seems
like a good goal for any college, as it
seeks to prepare students to make a
contribution to their world.

When we think about entrepre-
neurs, our mind most often turns to
people like Steve Jobs or Mark
Zuckerberg, the big names.  How-
ever, from the hundreds of inter-
views Gary conducted as he
researched the actual characteris-
tics of the entrepreneurial mindset,
he identified the following Entre-
preneurial Realities as common to
the stories he heard from the major-
ity of those individuals. 

1. There was little to no break-
through technology involved

2. There was little to no formal
planning undertaken

3. The market research was ad
hoc, at best

4. Most started with approxi-
mately $10,000 (borrowed from
“friends, family & fools”)

5. Most of them had little to no
expertise in the area of endeavor
prior to launching

Principles of the Ice House
Program

1. Power of Choice
2. Seek to match your personal

strengths to a larger purpose
3. Remember that your attitude

is always a choice
4. Recognizing Opportunity
5. Real success in life (and busi-

ness) is the ability to identify a
problem that others may have and
develop a solution

6. Ideas into Action
7. The entrepreneur is one who

undertakes, or searches and takes
action

8. Pursuit of Knowledge
9. Effectual Reasoning (with

guardrails) – risking no more than
you can stand to lose

10. Knowledge comes through ac-
tion, meaning - experimentation 

11. Developing Resources
12. Being resourceful – start with

what you have and where you are,
then build from there 

13. Building Your Brand
14. How reliable do people believe

you to be?
15. Creating Community
16. Build a support network of

colleagues and advisors
17. The Power of Persistence
18. “Stick-to-it-ness” – ability to

stay with an idea to its outcome and
then “pivot” to the next logical op-
portunity

Perhaps I’ve mentioned this be-
fore, but on my desk, I have a little
daily motivation book written by
Nido Qubein, president of High
Point University. In a like-minded
way to the message Gary
Schoeniger shared with us this
month, Mr.  Qubein asserts that:

“Success comes to truly successful
people as a series of little successes
rather than one big break.  No-
body’s going to hand success or hap-
piness to you on a silver platter.
Success seldom comes quickly, and
it almost never comes easily.

“Most of us miss our best oppor-
tunities in life because they come
disguised as hard work.”

Perhaps we should learn to truly
enjoy the journey, not just the desti-
nation.

Perry White is the 14th president
of Bethel College in North Newton.
Before that, he served as vice presi-

dent of Advancement and Admis-
sions at Silver Lake College in

Manitowoc, Wisconsin, and as vice
president for Advancement at Mon-

mouth College in Monmouth, Ill. 

Ice House event deemed a success

CONVERSATION PIECE

KEN KNEPPER

BETHEL COLLEGE PRESIDENT

PERRY WHITE

As grain trucks roll down our streets and combines fill
the Kansas landscape, we’re reminded that our Kansas
farmers deserve some appreciation.

According to the Kansas Department of Agriculture,
farming is the largest contributor to our state’s economy
at 43 percent. Over 21 million acres are farmed in our
great state.

Between Reno and Sedgwick Counties, there are al-
most 3,000 farms, which account for about 1.3 million of
those acres.

Most farms in America are family-owned, and accord-
ing to “Farm and Dairy,” U.S. farmers produce 80 per-
cent of the food and fiber we use in this country.

If you’re not one of those thousands of farmers, it’s
sometimes easy to forget how food and clothing make it
onto the shelves and into our homes. Farming is most
definitely tough, thankless work—especially when you
consider that for every $1 consumers spend on food,
farmers make back about 12 cents.

Unfortunately, these smaller and smaller returns are
a threat to family farms staying in families rather than
becoming part of the corporate machine. 

Farm Aid, an organization committed to supporting
family farms, explains that as corporations take over
farming, it’s not just family farms who suffer. 

The big, corporate influence not only negatively im-
pacts markets and makes it tougher for the small guys
to make a living, but it also negatively impacts us as
consumers, as it limits our choices and, often, makes
food costs higher.

In general, many of these corporate farms are poorer
stewards of the soil, too, which can also hurt all of us
long term as the environment suffers.

And we know farmers give back way more than only
food to our communities as we look out over the fields on
these hot June afternoons. Our farmers help preserve a
tradition and way of life around here, and without them,
the Kansas skyline would be a whole lot less beautiful. 

Farming keeps our small town culture alive and helps
teach our children the value of hard work and persever-
ing even when things don’t go their way. 

We’re glad to hear that this year’s wheat harvest is
going well so far for most, despite the economy being
pretty tough on many around here.

As Franklin D. Roosevelt pointed out, “Prosperous
farmers mean more employment, more prosperity for
the workers and the businessmen of every industrial
area in the whole country.”

Sure, it’s a little annoying sometimes to get stuck be-
hind big equipment on the road or see the dust in the
air, but we’re taking this time to appreciate those slow-
moving vehicles, because we know that the work those
farmers are doing means food on the table and a
stronger local economy. 

As Daniel Webster said, “Let us not forget that the
cultivation of the earth is the most important labor of
man. When tillage begins, other arts will follow. The
farmers, therefore, are the founders of civilization.”

Thanks, farmers. Keep up the good work.

Lindsey Young, managing editor of The Clarion and
co-publisher of Newton Now

Say what?

What you see 
depends on how you
view the world. To
most people, this is
just dirt. To a farmer,
it’s potential.

Doe Zantamata

As Gary seeks to 
redefine 

entrepreneurship,
he reminds us that

the term likely
comes from the Old

French word 
“entreprendre,”

which means to “
undertake, search or

discover.” 
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Chief Eric Murphy said.
“But some of the burglaries
affect our community.”

The numbers in the report
count cases of a crime taking
place or an attempt to com-
mit the crime.

Violent crime jumped up
by 4.8 percent from 2014 but
was at a similar rate to
2013.

Property crimes increased
by 34.7 percent from 2014
but were overall fewer than
the amount that occurred in
2013.

Murphy didn't have a good
answer for why crime rates
jumped back up in 2015
after experiencing a modest
decrease in 2014.

He said that the Newton
Serial Burglar contributed to
a jump in the property crime
rate.

According to much-re-
ported-on numbers released
by the office in the past,
Newton ranked third in vio-
lent crimes per capita and
10th in property crimes per
capita among large Kansas
cities in a 2012 study,
though a more recent study
might provide a bit of a bet-
ter context.

In the case of violent
crimes, the numbers have re-
mained relatively level since
2013. That year marked a
large jump over the two pre-
vious years. For instance,
the office saw 266 cases of
aggravated assault or bat-
tery in 2012, compared to
370 in 2013. The department

looked into nine cases of
rape in 2012 compared with
24 in 2013.

“Part of the jump may be
how it's reported,” he said
explaining that the depart-
ment is being more aggres-
sive in how it classifies
criminal acts. He also said
that part of the jump in vio-
lent crimes may be more
people willing to come for-
ward and report them,
thanks to the help of organi-
zations like the department's
domestic violence task force.

“We're working to keep
everyone safe,” he said. “We
just need a few more officers
to do so.”

The city commission voted
to allow Murphy to hire two
more police officers last year,
bringing the department's
allotment to 36 full time offi-
cers. Murphy has requested
another two for next year.

The general fund budget
allotted to the police depart-
ment increased from $3.8
million in 2013 to $4.57 mil-
lion in the budget adopted
for 2016, a 20 percent in-
crease.

Murphy did say keeping
the department fully staffed
often isn't just a budgetary
issue but an issue of finding
the right people to get
trained and to fill the posi-
tion. The department has
been working to hire officers,
but very few applicants actu-
ally qualify. He said training
takes time, and while budg-
ets have been larger for the
department in recent years,
it's had to deal with filling
positions left open by retire-
ments and departures.

CRIME
From Page 1

maintenance staff members in-
volved.

“So I thought this would be a
good idea,” Conyers said. “I did-
n't want to shoot off fireworks
and have me be the only one
there.”

Sharing his love of the Fourth
has paid off, as a couple of Cony-
ers' adults kids, one from
Chanute and the other from Cal-
ifornia, come back to Kansas
and help with the show, said
David McBeth Jr., who also
works in the maintenance de-
partment.

The event is expected to draw
around 2,000 people, and the
show will last between 30 and
45 minutes. 

It began from much more
humble beginnings in 2004,
however, Conyers said.

Back then, Conyers and North
Newton Mayor Ron Braun were
the ones who lit the fuse for the
event.

“We started with $300 and a
pickup truck,” McBeth said. “[…
] He and Ron saw there was a
need for that.”

During that first year, a cou-
ple of maintenance employees
helped out as well. Conyers in
part put the show on for a
bedridden Kidron resident he
was friends with and the other
residents at the home. Conyers
said that one resident even do-
nated some money for the show
and that he's even paid for it
with his own money, since he
was going to spend that money
on fireworks anyway.

“Now it's grown, holy cow, big-
ger and bigger,” Conyers said.
“[…] We struggle every year to
put this on.” 

There's also a yard sale to
raise money for fireworks, and
maintenance staff gets money
for scrap metal and aluminum
cans they put toward the event.
In addition, people also donate.

Kidron Bethel doesn't pay for
the fireworks.

“None of the monies for the
event come from Kidron,” Mc-
Beth said. “It's all donated
money.”

“It's the maintenance depart-
ment's gift back to the resi-
dents,” Executive Director Linda
Peters said.

They did receive, however, a
$750 grant from the North New-
ton Community Foundation to
buy fireworks, and they do have
a lot of them, which are stored
in a garage on the Kidron cam-
pus. Fireworks have names that
could, and in one instance does,
sound like movie titles. They in-
clude “Kill Bill,” “Country Boy,”
Unfair Advantage,” “Black
Opps,” “Men of Honor” and “Feel
the Heat.”

“They all have different as-
pects,” McBeth said. “We try to
get something for everyone.”

Some fireworks light up the
sky, while others display their
show close to the ground for peo-

ple who can't look up. Mainte-
nance staff purchases fireworks
from World Class Fireworks of
Pittsburg, Kan., and they have
about 70 500-gram cakes, which
affect a big spray in the air,
Conyers said, as well other fire-
works. Some of the fireworks are
so big, only one fits in a shipping
box measuring about 2 by 2.5
feet or so. Another one called
“America's Rhythm” has 156
shots. They only have Class C
fireworks, which are the type
anyone can purchase, Conyers
said, although, because of the
cost, not everyone would pur-
chase, because of the cost.

When they started doing the
fireworks shows, Conyers
worked for the local fire depart-
ment.

“When I was working as a
firefighter, I was doing this
show,” Conyers said, adding at
the same time, he worked part
time at Kidron.

To view the annual event, peo-
ple park in various nearby lots
and streets in North Newton,
such as Mennonite Central
Committee, Kauffman Museum
and Bethel College, Peters said.

What started out as a 15-
minute show 13 years ago has
turned into what they now call
the Fireworks Extravaganza
with Family Celebration Time
starting at 8 p.m. Monday, July

4, and the drawing for a baby-
blanket-sized quilt at 9 p.m. The
fireworks show will be at dusk.
There will be children's games,
which include a football toss,
fishing, Plinko, ring toss and
golf-putting game.

“Kids really seem to enjoy the
games,” Peters said.

There is no cost to attend the
event, although for some of the
items, like ice cream, beverages,
snacks and hot dogs, there will
be a small fee or donations
taken. McBeth said there is a
fundraising piece to the event,
as proceeds will go toward the
Health Care Benevolent Fund,
which helps people pay for care
when their funds run out. Also
to help raise money, there is an
opportunity quilt. Tickets for the
quilt may be purchased at $1
each or six for $5 at Kidron
Bethel or at the event.

Live music provided by the
Newton band Rural Route 5 will
begin at 8 p.m., and there's also
a bake and craft sale in Kidron's
Menno Hall. Free watermelon
will be served during the event
as well.

“Oh, it's big,” Peters said
about the extravaganza. “[…] I
think one of the neatest things
is to see how our community
connects with our campus. […]
We just think it's a good thing—
a valuable thing.”

enough, with Dave driving to Hesston with the van
to work on the air conditioning in a truck owned by
a man with disabilities. Dave said he parked the
van while working on the man's vehicle.

“Three days later, when I'm finished with his
truck, I take his truck back up, and I go to get my
van, and as I'm backing out, one of the residents
comes running out and says that there's at least
four kittens under the hood of your van,” Dave
said. “And so I stopped right there and opened up
the hood, and I see one clear to the back of the
motor.”

Dave said he went to fish out the little ball of
fur, but the kitty ran to the other side. So, Dave
decided to wait the kitten out by sitting on a bench
for 30 minutes. He wanted to see if the kitten
would hop out. One kitten jumped out and ran
away, but that wasn't the kitten he saw. Then
Dave started digging out the back of the engine.
The man whose truck Dave worked on then called
the police department.

“I fished the one out,” Dave said. “I thought that
was all of them.”

Two police officers showed up, using a metal
flashlight to pound on the engine, and no other kit-
tens popped out. They declared the van kitten-free.

“So I closed the hood back down and proceeded
back to Newton and parked the van,” Dave said.

That was Saturday night, June 11. Dave
thought there were no more kittens in the van.

On the morning of Monday, June 13, Dave used
the van to go to the bank. At the drive-through,
Dave said as the van warmed up, they started to
hear mews from within the van and that even the
bank president or vice president came out to help
look for the kitties under the hood.

“Could not see where they were at all,” Dave
said. “Everything was hidden or they were in hid-
ing.”

They couldn't get the kittens out, so Dave drove
the van back to the car lot and removed a wheel so
he could see inside the engine compartment.

“We could see two baby kittens back by the
power steering rack, but every time we tried to
[grab] them, they would dig in deeper,” Dave said.

They call the local animal control, but they
weren't able to get the kitties free from the van,
either, although they did put some food out for
them, Pat said.

All the while, the kittens were getting weak,
Dave said, as temperatures reached triple digits.
They finally were able to get one kitten. Dave
took the air cleaner assembly apart and lightly
closed the hood, putting food on top of the engine,

and there she was.
“So we rushed her home,” Pat said.
They thought the second kitten ran away, but

then they heard mewing from a car right next to
the van, Dave said, so they lured that kitten out
by putting food on the car's frame rail.

Pat said she took the first kitten to the vet
when they opened the next morning, and then
the other kitten was taken to the vet, too.

“At 4:30, as soon as we got him out—five min-
utes they told me,” Pat said. “[…] When I brought
the little boy home to the little girl, he just ran to
her. They were so excited to see each other.”

Pat said when they got the kittens, they
weighed 1 pound each.

“They'll be housecats,” Pat said. “My cats are
housecats. […] They're just starting to play. They
were so young they didn't know how to play.” 

The kittens were housebroken from the get-go,
however.

In addition to having housecats, the Tongishes
have a shop cat, named Catillac. This 24-pound
kitty licks people's hands, lays around and can
“shake” hands (or paws) on command. The
Tongishes acquired Catillac similarly to the way
they got Bentley and Mercedes, through circum-
stance, as someone left him there.

“We like all animals, but we're particularly en-
chanted with the cat species,” Dave said.

Regarding the other two kittens in Hesston,
Dave said a lady told him they rejoined their
mother.

The kittens' mom was a ferrel cat in Hesston,
who gave birth in an alfalfa field. As a farmer cut
the alfalfa, the mom and kittens decided to high-
tail it out of there, taking up residence in the
van.

trailer Friday afternoon, sell-
ing the cool treats to a bunch
of folks. There even was a
family of about six who ap-
peared. The trailer is parked
in the Bumper to Bumper lot
on Meridian in Newton.

“We’re in the process of
buying this from my dad,”
Pugh said, sitting in the air-
conditioned trailer while the
hot summer sun blazed out-
side.

Pugh’s dad is Newton resi-
dent David Nottingham. He
supplies Sno Cone Pro, as
well as other area snow cone
businesses, with 12-pound
blocks of ice, which they
shave down for the cones.

“He has this business at
his home,” Pugh said.

Nottingham also supplies
ice for a sports team in
McPherson that wants it for
their practices.

Pugh said her dad wants
to keep the ice business,
however, and this is his fifth
season of running the snow
cone business.

Because she’s a school-
teacher, Pugh said that’s
why she was chosen to man
the business. She said her
students come up to her and
say “Mrs. Pugh?” and she
tells them her secret talent is
making snow cones.

The snow cone trailer is
open from 4 to 9 p.m. week-
days at the same location.

Her husband also works
with the business.

“He helps run events, and
he helps get those kinds of
things set up,” Pugh said.

They can be busy on week-
ends selling cones, which ac-
tually come in cups, at
events.

Josh also helps in other

ways. For instance, he had
an idea for a new snow cone
flavor called “shark attack,”
in honor of the Discovery
Channel’s Shark Attack
theme this week. The cone
will have blue ice and red on
the top with a gummy shark
and two Sour Patch kids,
Pugh said, chuckling.

Pugh also said they’ll have
some new flavors this week.
Some people had asked for
cinnamon and Twizzler
strawberry licorice flavors.

One customer, Tiffany
Briggs of Newton, likes the
snow cones.

“They are pretty good,” she
said. “They keep you cool.”

On Friday, she chose to
purchase an orange snow
cone. The treats come in
sizes from small, medium
and large and cost $1, $1.50
and $2, respectively.

Pugh said this season they
opened the business before
Memorial Day and plan to
keep it open at least through
August.

The business also has a
Facebook page, and they
plan to put an example of
“shark attack” on there.

The business generally
gets from 80 to 100 cus-
tomers per night. Their daily
busy times include right
around 4 p.m. when they
first open, as kids are done
swimming, and then after
dinner.

They set up by running
electricity from her parents’
nearby business, and then
Bumper to Bumper allows
them to be in the lot

“They’re very gracious and
let us use their lot,” Pugh
said. “We appreciate it.”

Pugh enjoys her summer
job.

“It’s fun,” she said. “I get to
meet new people—make kids
happy.”

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Customers Tammy, Elena and Daniel DeLeon of North Newton wait on their
snow cones Friday night.

SNOW
From Page 1

SHOW
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Jerry Conyers, employee at Kidron Bethel Village in North Newton, is surrounded by
fireworks, which will be lit during the Monday, July 4, Fireworks Extravaganza, at
Kidron Bethel. The Fourth of July is Conyers' favorite holiday. 

KITTIES
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Mercedes, the female, munches on food at Dave and Pat
Tongish's home. 
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The Harvey County Sher-
iff's Office Support Services
Division and the Chaplain
Response Team recently cele-
brated the first graduation
from its new Inmate High
School Diploma Program
through Penn Foster High
School.

“This is an exciting accom-
plishment, as the student
completed his diploma in less
than six months, pushing

himself very hard to graduate
before leaving the detention
center,” a press release
stated.

Most detention centers do
offer a GED program for their
inmates. However, a commu-
nity partnership between the
Harvey County Sheriff's Of-
fice, Community Chaplain
Response Team, and the
United Way allows the Har-
vey County Detention Center
to offer inmates an accredited
high school diploma.

New inmate program graduates first student
FOR NEWTON NOW



If you have junk to
dump, get it done before
the city starts charging
you.

The city commission
voted to change its bulky
item pickup system and
will charge $10 for a
bulky item pickup start-
ing Sept. 1.

The city changed the
previously free system to
keep up with growing ex-
penses for the program.
There were complaints
about people abusing the
program and dumping
things like tractor tires
and whole trees.

"I think this makes the
system more fair and eq-
uitable across the commu-
nity," Commissioner
Barth Hague said.

The vote passed 5-0.
Changes in policy also
mean that item pickups
are limited to five items
at a time. They cannot be
tires larger than light
truck tires. Items cannot
include refuse created by
contractors—think tree
trimmers. Hazardous
waste is not allowed. No
car parts will be picked
up. To receive service,
users must have an active

utility account with the
city and be the entity pay-
ing that account. If an
item costs the city an ad-
ditional amount to be
dumped at the landfill,
then the fee can be as-
sessed onto the utility ac-
count.

In other news, the
meeting was relatively
short on large action.

Here's a breakdown on
what happened:

*Jason Reynolds gave
an invocation to open the
meeting.

*The city honored the
Newton High School
Drama and Theater group
for receiving a Jester
Award from the Wichita
Music Theater for their
performance of "All Shook
Up". The group was nomi-
nated for 10 awards. Ellie
Bradley, Nancy Dorrell,
Chelsie Penner, Tanner
Debrado, Brett Knepper,
Wyatt Dickinson, Michael
Parker, Donna and Keith
Woolery were present to
be recognized.

*Commission approved
going ahead with pave-
ment improvements for
the Fieldstone Develop-
ment. The improvements
will be paid for by special
assessments on the prop-
erties.

*Tina Payne, director of
the Harvey County

United
Way, spoke
of the
group's
work with
childhood
literacy.
She said
that much of
what the
group does goes on behind
the scenes.

More than 650 Harvey
County children receive
one book once a month
from the United Way's
Dolly Parton Imagination
reading initiative. 

*The commission ap-
proved a bid to Profencing
for $23,000 for galvanized
fencing for the upcoming
Newton Dog Park.

*The Newton City Com-
mission approved resolu-
tions finalizing zoning
changes for the Prairie
Fire Development, zoning
the site of the upcoming
project to multi-family or
R3 Residential.

*The city commission
had to reject a bid on a
box culvert for the
drainage project at the
Newton City/County Air-
port. The culvert came in
$30,000 above estimate
and the county received
multiple bids. The esti-
mated cost will be re-
vised, and the city will
look for more bids. The

city commission also ac-
cepted a $228,000 bid
from Mies Construction
for work on a detention
pond facility at the air-
port.

*City ambulance reim-
bursements are up
$47,000.

*Barth Hague gave a
presentation on the South
Central Kansas Water
Summit he attended.

"I don't know how
you're going to make this
exciting," Mayor Glen
Davis said.

"I figure since you're
speeding this meeting
along I have, what, 30
minutes?" Hague re-
sponded.

"I was hoping more like
15 seconds," Davis re-
torted.

Hague said the event
was actually fairly inter-
esting and told a story of
a town in Oklahoma that
had its lakes dry up in
2014 and how it had to
significantly raise taxes.

Hague said take-aways
from the meeting were
that it's important to
have a water supply and
a plan on how to secure
that water supply in the
future.

*Norm Oeding showed
up to talk on behalf of the
Harvey County Farmers
Market. He said revenue

and business has been
good at the Farmers Mar-
ket. He gave Commis-
sioner Kathy Valentine a
bag of samples since she
showed up at the Farm-
ers Market recently.

Davis asked if there
were any tomatoes avail-
able and then if Oeding
brought them for him.

Oeding said tomatoes
were available at the
market, but he did not
bring any for the mayor
but could give him a bag
of old shoes.

*The commission held a
30-minute exec session to
discuss attorney-client
privilege and legal issues
under negotiation.
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Harder Family
Construction

Building in Sand Creek Station, 
Stone Creek Estates, Newton & 
surrounding cities & counties.

building 
energy 

efficient
homes

New hhome cconstruction ssince 11974 

614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Furniture Warehouse
200 N. Main, Newton 316-283-8536

The Boss is GONE AGAIN!
WE�RE GOING TO SELL IT 

REGARDLESS OF THE PRICE. 
What he don�t know won�t hurt him! Bring 

your trucks and trailers. Discounts for CASH. 

Roofing - Siding 
& Guttering
Serving the Newton area 

for over 35 years

Edwards, Salmeron present program about Spain to SEAK kids

Cathy Edwards didn't
dance around the ques-
tions children attending
the Summer Enrichment
Activities for Kids (SEAK)
program asked while giv-
ing a flamenco demonstra-
tion and program
Thursday morning at Sun-
set Elementary School.

She addressed those
questions directly.

One student asked her
if her arms ever get
twisted up.

“In the beginning, yes,”
Edwards said, laughing.

Another student asked
why she needed special
shoes for flamenco.

“To make noise,” Ed-
wards responded. “[…]
That's all part of flamenco
is the sound. […] Usually,
flamenco dancers dance
on wood.”

Edwards' sister, Laura
Salmeron, also was there
for a short while to
demonstrate a dance with
Edwards before going to
work.

After demonstrating the
dance, Edwards asked
kids if they wanted to
learn it, inviting them to
the front with her. Ed-
wards wore bright red
shoes with heels from
Spain, and she used a
black shawl at times so
she could twirl it around.
Just as the shoes are from
Spain, so is the dance.

“You can just flip it
around and do all sorts of

flowery
stuff with
it,” she
told the
kids
about the
shawl.

Most of
the partic-
ipants
were girls.

“One thing about fla-
menco is it shows how
powerful women are,” Ed-
wards said.

The dance has three
basic steps, two of which
are a stomp and toe step.

Edwards told students
she's been doing flamenco
for six years.

“It takes many, many
years to master fla-
menco,” she said, adding

when a dancer performs
with a guitarist and
singer, they take cues
from the dancer.

“The flamenco is sort of
very free flowing,” Ed-
wards said.

In addition to dancing,
Edwards also showed stu-
dents a doll from Spain.

“This is a very tradi-
tional flamenco dancer,”
she told them.

She said male flamenco

dancers also wear special
shoes and that they dance
in a powerful way.

Edwards said she was
in the Navy for 22 years,
where she traveled a
great deal. She continued
to travel after retirement,
as she worked for an air-
line and could travel any-
where for free if there was
space available.

She's gone to Egypt,
Mexico, Bolivia, Peru,
Japan and Spain, among
others, and she can speak
Spanish fluently.

Edwards also talked
about foods and jewelry of
Spain, as well as people
just dancing in the streets
if they feel like it.

“It's really just kind of

cool,” she said.
Students seemed to

enjoy the presentation.
“Interesting,” said

Malachi Vela, who added
he learned Spanish
words.

Norah Albers agreed
she liked Edwards' skirt
and learning how to
dance.

SEAK is a Peace Con-
nections program, sup-
ported by financial
donations from individu-
als, businesses, churches
and a grant from Wom-
ens' Community Founda-
tion, said Jennifer Rose,
Peace Connections direc-
tor. Any youth between 6
and 10 can attend.  

“We have a limit of 40,

and it is first-come, first-
served,” Rose said. “We
have a wait-list every
year and try to add chil-
dren to the program if
some are no longer able to
attend.” 

SEAK's theme this
summer is “Around the
World in 30 Days.” Atten-
dees are studying five to
six countries and will
have speakers, dancers,
foods and language
demonstrations from
those places.

“This is in addition to
our many other pro-
grams, including the SW
Mobile Dairy Unit, Kauf-
man Museum and other
community speakers,”
Rose said.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Niakiyah Petrie, Brynna Walton and Whitney McGlothlin watch
the flamenco dancing Thursday, June 23. 
RIGHT: Cathy Edwards of Newton, left, demonstrates how to do a fla-
menco dance June 23 at Sunset Elementary School as part of Peace
Connection's Summer Enrichment Activities for Kids program. 
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Newton bulky item pickup changing in September, charges planned
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Hague

Newton Assistant City Manager Lunda Asmani resigns

Assistant City Man-
ager Lunda Asmani has
resigned.

Asmani, who oversaw
city finances and human
resources, worked for the
city for six years and will
stay with the city until
July 26 to help with the
budget transition
process.

“It’s been great,” he
said. “It’s been an awe-
some experience working
for the city. We’ve gotten
a lot done in the City of
Newton. I contend that
we have some of the best
staff in the state.”

Asmani said he re-
signed in order to pursue
a different direction, but
he was not quite ready to
announce his plans or
employment after New-
ton.

According to sheriff’s

reports
published
by the Ark
Valley
News in
Valley Cen-
ter, Asmani
was ar-
rested in Wi-
chita on a
charge of DUI on Oct. 12,
2014.

“I resigned looking for
a different direction,” As-
mani said. “I will not
offer any comment on
personnel matters of
mine.”

Asmani later added
that he has never been
convicted on charges of a
DUI.

City Senior Legal
Counsel Bob Myers con-
firmed that EMC Insur-
ance, which insures the
City of Newton, has
guidelines in its policy al-
lowing it to deny cover-
age or raise premiums for
the city if it finds city
employees have commit-

ted certain traffic infrac-
tions.

Myers said that a DUI
falls under those infrac-
tions as well as other of-
fenses such as going
15-miles per hour over
the speed limit.

Myers said the insur-
ance company conducts
random audits of em-
ployee driving records
and puts the city on no-
tice if it finds any infrac-
tion.

“They notify us and put
us on alert. Anyone who
violated those guidelines
is going to create an
issue,” he said.

Myers would not con-
firm or deny the city
knowing of any violations
Asmani had or if a traffic
infraction played a role
in his resignation.

Asmani said one of his
proudest achievements
was to work with city
staff to get the city’s
bond rating increased
during his time in New-

ton.
“I think the one thing I

would lift up as a major
accomplishment with the
city as a financial per-
spective is getting the
city’s bond rating to in-
crease,” he said. “That
did not happen by acci-
dent. We did everything
we possibly could.”

Asmani said during his
time with the city he
worked to increase trans-
parency in the city’s fi-
nance department and
was proud of doing so.

“I’ve worked very hard
to make myself as acces-
sible as possible,” he
said. “It’s always a pleas-
ure that you have com-
munity members walk
into your office.”

Asmani will help with
a transition period to fi-
nalize a city audit, assist
with the compilation of a
city budget and to help
attempt to refinance
some of the city’s $14
million in bonds.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Asmani

If you aren’t registered as a subscriber on 
HarveyCountyNow.com, you are missing a ton of breaking news and extra

content. Register today and quit missing out! 
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Thursday, June 30
9 a.m.—City Commission 2017 budget, Newton City

Hall
11 a.m.—Billy Sims BBQ Opening, 1414 N. Main
3:30 to 5:30 p.m.—Free mini golf lessons. Register

for a free 10-minute lesson from the pros at Sand
Creek Station. Stay for special Thursday rate of two
players for $24 after 3:30 p.m. through June. Registra-
tion is required. Call (316)284-6161 to sign up for les-
son or tee times. Sand Creek Station

7 p.m.—Informed Women of Harvey County will
meet in the courthouse basement to discuss legislature
issues in Topeka. Harvey County Courthouse

7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night. Anyone
age 8 or older is welcome. Full game package is $10
and early bird package is $5. American Legion Post 2,
400 S. Spencer Road

Friday, July 1
9:30 to 11 a.m.—What You Need To Know About

Opera Workshop. Bethel College Academy of Perform-
ing Arts presents an opera workshop with Nathan
Snyder, a Hesston and Bethel College alumnus. Sny-
der recently graduated the Master of Music program
in Opera Performance at the University of Northern
Colorado. Workshop is $20 per person and registration
is required. To register, contact BCAPA at (316) 283-
4902. 400 S. Main

9:30 a.m.—Summer Toddler Story Time. Stories,
crafts, songs, rhymes and more for toddlers ages 6
months to 2 and a half. Registration is required. New-
ton Public Library

10:30 a.m.—Summer Preschool Story Time. Stories,
crafts, songs, puppet shows and more for children ages
2 and a half to 5. Registration is required.

6 p.m.—Newton Rebels vs. Valley Center Diamond
Dogs. Adult admission is $3. Centennial Park

Saturday, July 2
6:30 to 8 a.m.—First Saturday Bird Walk. Join local

birding enthusiasts and a guide in the Kauffman Mu-
seum parking lot for a 1.5-mile walk through the Sand
Creek Trail. Kauffman Museum

8 a.m. to noon—Harvey County Farmers Market.
Fresh produce, baked goods and other handmade
items. Parking lot at 121 E. Sixth St., Newton

3 p.m.—Teen Screen. Teens are invited for a free
showing of the movie “The Big Green.” Newton Public
Library

Monday, July 4
8 a.m.—Headin’ for Home 5K. 5K race to benefit

Newton Cal Ripken and Babe Ruth baseball/softball
and the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation. Centen-
nial Park

8 p.m.—Fireworks Extravaganza. Family celebra-
tion Time, quilt drawing, and fireworks extravaganza
features kids games, hot dogs, beverages and snacks,
bake and crafts sales and homemade ice cream.
Kidron Bethel Village, 3001 Ivy Dr. 

Tuesday, July 5
3 to 6 p.m.—Harvey County Farmers Market. Fresh

produce, baked goods and other handmade items.
Parking lot at 121 E. Sixth St., Newton

6:45 p.m.—Newton Linux Users Group meets to
share information and applications regarding this
open source alternative to Microsoft Operating Sys-
tems and discuss developments in the technology field.
Meetings are free and open to all. Newton Public Li-
brary

7 p.m.—Smart Phone Workshop. Zwireless staff
members will help patrons with questions. Bring your
smart phone. Newton Public Library

Wednesday, July 6
10:30 a.m. to noon—Bug Lady Workshop. Kids ages

8 to 12 are invited to learn about all kinds of creepy
crawlies with the Bug Lady. Family fun time will fol-
low at 1:30 p.m. Newton Public Library

3:30 p.m.—Master Builders Legos. Bring your
friends for building time with lots of Legos. Ages 8 to
18. Newton Public Library

5 p.m.—Mystery Lovers Book Club. Read and dis-
cuss “Reflex” by Dick Francis. Newton Public Library

Do you have an event you'd like listed in the
Community Calendar? If so, contact Mike Mendez
at 316-281-7899 or mike@harveycountynow.com.

Donald
(Don) W. Rat-
zlaff, 85, died
Tuesday,
June 28,
2016, at
Kansas
Christian
Home sur-
rounded by
some of his
dearest friends.

Don was born Nov. 25,
1930, at Grace Hospital
in Hutchinson to Aron
and Susana (Friesen)
Ratzlaff. His great-
grandparents were Men-
nonite immigrants
coming from Russia in
1874.They settled a farm
in Kansas. 

He moved to Newton in
1996 to be near several of
his cousins. Don joined
St. Matthew’s Episcopal
Church in 1997 and loved
attending services, and
volunteered with the
Payee Program at the
church for 10 years. 

Don was preceded in
death by his parents,
Aron and Susana
(Friesen) Ratzlaff; son,
Michael Lynn Ratzlaff;
siblings, Lorena Fay,
Melvin Ratzlaff and Wes-

ley Ratzlaff;
numerous
nieces and
nephews in-
cluding, Lloyd
and wife
Sharon Rat-
zlaff of
McPherson,
and Debbie
Ratzlaff

Mulkey of Gloster, Miss.;
dear friends, Terry Zei-
dler of Redlands, Calif.,
and Charlie Robinson
and Rich Stinnett of
Newton; and a loving
church family. 

Visitation will be from
6 to 8 p.m. Thursday,
June 30, at St. Matthew’s
Episcopal Church of
Newton. Graveside serv-
ices will be at 12:30 p.m.
Friday, July 1, in Buhler
Cemetery East, Buhler,
followed by a memorial
service at 2 p.m. at St.
Matthews Episcopal
Church. Friends are in-
vited to join in a time of
sharing and fellowship
meal after the memorial
service at the church. 

Memorials may be
made to St. Matthew’s
Episcopal Church Oper-
ating Endowment Fund.

DONALD RATZLAFF
Burna

Stephens, 83,
died on Sun-
day, June 26,
2016, at New-
ton Medical
Center.

Burna was
born on Dec.
31, 1932, to
Ed and
Pauline (Burr) Hasz.

She is survived by her
husband, Max Stephens;
three children, Carla
Stephens, Leonard and
Miyon Stephens, and

Brad and Shel-
lie Stephens;
eight grand-
children; and
13 great-grand-
children.

A memorial
service is
scheduled for 2
p.m. Thursday,
June 30, at Pe-

tersen Funeral Home
Chapel in Newton. An in-
urnment will be at a
later date at the Winfield
Veterans Administration
Cemetery. 

BURNA STEPHENS

Robert H. Martin, 88,
died Thursday, June 23,
2016, at his home.

He was born on June
24, 1927, in Newton, the
son of Harold M. and
Pearl E. Rowland Mar-
tin. Bob graduated from
Newton High School in
1945, shortly after which
he enlisted in the U.S.
Navy during World War
II.

Bob married Gloria
Beamgard on Dec. 10,
1954, in Newton. They
continued to live in New-
ton until moving to Wi-
chita in 1972.

After being discharged,
Bob attended Southwest-
ern College in Winfield
and Wichita State Uni-
versity, where he played
football. He went to work
for Handland Supply in
Newton for a short time.
Bob later worked as an
industrial engineer at
Boeing Aircraft for 20
years; he also was a pro-
duction manager at Love
Box Co. in Wichita.

Bob was a very active
member of the Hillside
Christian Church, Disci-
ples of Christ in Wichita,
the Newton Masonic
Lodge, Wichita Consis-

tory of the Scottish Rite,
Midian Shrine where he
enjoyed being a hospital
van driver.

Survivors include his
wife, Gloria of the home;
son, Robert Martin of
Waco, Texas.; daughter,
Laura Richardson of
Topeka; grandchildren,
Jeff Martin and Audrey
Martin both of Halstead,
and granddaughter,
Clare Richardson Man-
ganiello; and great-
granddaughter, Olivia
Manganiello, both of
Tecumseh.

Memorial services
were Saturday, June 25,
at the Hillside Christian
Church, 8330 E. Douglas
in Wichita.

A memorial has been
established with the Hill-
side Christian Church,
Kansas Christian Home
and the Shrine Plane of
Mercy; contributions may
be sent to Broadway
Colonial Funeral Home,
120 E. Broadway, New-
ton, KS 67114.

Condolences may be
left at www.broadway-
colonialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.

ROBERT H. MARTIN

HOW TO RUN AN OBITUARY
Obituaries in Newton Now are free as long

as they fit our newspaper style. We see a
death in our community as a news item that
people care about in Newton and North New-
ton. 

If you have an obituary that should run in
Newton Now please send it to:  
wendy@harveycountynow.com and it will run
online as soon as we can get it and in the
Thursday print edition, as well. 

If you want a special obituary or message
printed in this section, please contact Bruce
Behymer for pricing at 316-281-7899 or bbe-
hymer@buyersedgeks.com. Usually a paid
obituary doesn’t run more than $10-$20. 

June 22
Criminal Calls:
Theft, 1300 Blk Wash-

ington Rd., 06/22/16
Arrests:
Aerial J. Snedecor, 34,

Wichita/Warrant,
06/22/16, 100 Blk W Elm

Amy R. Walters, 33,
Newton/Warrant,
06/22/16, 1000 Blk E 5th

Matthew A. Lies, 28,
Wichita/Warrant 2x,
06/22/16, 100 Blk W Elm

Ryan D. Sim-
monds, 42, Newton/Dom
Battery, 06/22/16, 200
Blk N Meridian

June 21
Arrests:
Matthew O. Lind-

sey, 21, Newton/Battery
LEO, Theft, DC,
06/20/16, 1200 Blk N
Main

Christopher R. Stew-
art, 27, Newton/Crimi-
nal Damage, 06/21/16,
800 Blk E 8th 

June 20
Criminal Calls:
Theft, 700 Blk E 10th,

06/20/16
Theft, 400 Blk W 5th,

06/20/16
Arrests:
Teresa A. M. Hall, 25,

Derby/Warrant,
06/21/16, 800 Blk N
Main

June 19
Criminal Calls:
Criminal Use of Fi-

nancial Card, Theft, 600
Blk N Main, 06/19/16

Burglary, Theft, 200
Blk E 2nd, 06/19/16

Arrests:
Veronica Gomez, 44,

Newton/Dom Battery,
Criminal Damage,
06/19/16, 1000 Blk S
Kansas

June 18
Criminal Calls:
Theft, 100 Blk Man-

chester, 06/18/16
Att Agg Burglary,

Criminal Damage, 400
Blk E 8th, 06/18/16

Poss Drugs, Poss Para,
DWS, 1700 Blk S
Kansas, 06/18/16 

Arrests:
Matthew R. St.

John, 27, Newton/Bat-
tery, 06/18/16, 1300 Blk
S Kansas

June 17
Criminal Calls:
DUI, Poss Drugs, Poss

Para, No Tax Stamp,
1300 Blk N Duncan,

06/17/16
Theft, 800 Blk Mead-

owlark Ln, 06/17/16
Criminal Threat, 600

Blk E 6th, 06/17/16
Poss Marij, 100 Blk S

Main, 06/17/16
Theft, 1200 Blk N

Main, 06/17/16 
Arrests:
Dustin E.

Wedgewood, 32, New
Century/Warrant,
06/17/16, 200 Blk E 6th

June 16
Criminal Calls:
Abuse of a Child, 700

Blk Cottonwood Ln.,
06/16/16 

Theft, 900 Blk S
Meridian, 06/16/16

Att Burglary, Criminal
Damage, 200 Blk E 11th,
06/16/16

Newton school district comes out
ahead following equity solution

School should begin as
scheduled. And after the
dust settled, the Newton
School District came out
$172,000 ahead on state
funding for next year, fol-
lowing the showdown be-
tween the Kansas
Supreme Court and the
Kansas Legislature.

The Kansas Legisla-
ture met in a special ses-
sion last week to come up
with a solution to a rul-
ing by the Kansas
Supreme Court requiring

the state
to provide
equitable
funding to
all
Kansas
school
districts.
The court
ruled the
state funding formula did
not make for equitable
funding for poorer school
districts and threatened
to cut off school funding
by June 30 if legislators
did not make a change.

The Kansas House
voted 116 to six, and the
Senate voted 38 to one to
approve increasing state

funding to school dis-
tricts by $38 million to
solve the equity problem.
The governor announced
support for the bill.

The net result for the
Newton School District
would be around
$172,000 more in state
aid, District Assistant
Superintendent Russell
Miller said.

“What the new bill
does for us is a restora-
tion of capital outlay
state aid that had been
reduced January of 2015
when block grants went
in place,” Miller said.

Miller said the funding
change could possibly

shrink the district's local
option budget equaliza-
tion payments and will
make a small cut for vir-
tual student aid, but
overall the district came
out ahead with a boost in
payments to its capital
outlay budget, which can
be spent on building im-
provements and upkeep,
as well as other things,
such as technology pur-
chases.

Miller said he expects
the change will meet the
Kansas Supreme Court's
requirements, and school
will start as scheduled
next academic year, with
no major hold ups.

Stabbing call investigation
completed, no arrests made

An investigation into a
possible stabbing in
Newton on Thursday
has yielded no arrests
and no answers on if the
injury was self-inflicted
or done by someone else.

At 4 p.m. Thursday af-
ternoon, the NPD re-
sponded to the call of a
44-year-old man suffer-
ing a wound in the 800
block of Duncan St.

Police Lt. Scott Powell
said the man had a
small wound in his pubic
area.

The man was trans-
ported to Newton Med-
ical Center and then to
St. Francis
Hospital with non-life
threatening injures.

Newton Police Chief
Eric Murphy said the
man was intoxicated
with alcohol and other

substances and uncoop-
erative. Murphy said in-
vestigators had trouble
getting a cohesive story
from the man.

Powell said at one
point the man told in-
vestigators he wounded
himself, and then
changed the story multi-
ple times accusing oth-
ers in the house.

There were two other
people in the house at
the time, a man and
woman, neither related
to the man, according to
the police department.

Powell said the de-
partment interviewed
the other two people in
the house about the inci-
dent. He added that no
arrests have been made
involving the incident.

He said the depart-
ment investigated the
case and has wrapped
up the
investigation and did not
expect any arrests to be
made involving the case.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Miller

Ken Knepper was pro-
moted to vice president
of business development
at The Citizens State
Bank.

In his new role, Knep-
per will share time in
Newton, Hesston and
surrounding south-cen-
tral Kansas markets.

Knepper joined the
bank in 2014, after more

than 20 years of financial
work in both banking
and media. He is cur-
rently a member of the
Newton Area Chamber of
Commerce board of direc-
tors and member of the

Second Century Founda-
tion board of directors.  

He and wife, Lori, re-
side in Newton and have
three children, Brandon
and Breanna Cheek and
Brett Knepper.

FOR NEWTON NOW

Ken Knepper named vice president of business development at Citizens bank
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4 For Rent

Apartments/Homes/Rooms
1 bedroom apartment in Hillsboro. No
smoking, no pets, 620-382-7696. 26-1tc

Apartment in Peabody, secured entry, 1
bed, 1bath. Remodeled, all appliances, no
pets. $500/mo. $500 deposit. 1 year lease.
316-461-8428. 26-1tc

Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. 
rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com
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FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifieds

Local 
Jobs!

Looking for
the right 

employee?

Contact Natalie to 
advertise your job

listing today!

natalie@hillsborofreepress.com
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1 Employment

Truck Driver needed for custom harvesting.

CDL required. Will help right person get

CDL. 316-284-1663. Russ in Canton, KS.

24-tfn

Drivers: CDL-A. PT/FT. $2000 Sign Bonus!

Excellent Pay, Weekends Off! Union Ben-

efits, No Slip Seat. Flexible Runs. 855-599-

4608

2 Announcements

Garage Sales
Garage Sale! 2137 Schlotthauer, Eastshore,
Marion. July 1 & 2, 8am-5pm. Craftsman
riding mower, misc. houshold items. 26-
1tp

MOVING SALE- Friday, July 1st-from 7pm-
9pm, and Saturday, July 2nd from 8am-
??1866 Holly Rd. That's 1 mile west from
the Hillsboro City Park. Then turn left and
we'rethe first house on the left, about a
third of a mile down the road.So many
items can not even begin to mention.
Household items, jewelry, etc. 26-1tp

Thank You
Eunice & I would like to thank our many
friends for all the cards & best wishes on
our special day. Thank you Ray & Eunice
Matz. 26-1tfree

3 Merchandise

Lawnmowers 
3 Antique Cub Cadet mowers models 104-
106-124, one with sprayer. Call 316-640-
3921. 25-tfn

For Sale: Riding lawn mower. Call 316-
322-3589. 26-1tp

Pets
FREE PUPPIES! German Short Hair/Pointer
mix, 8 weeks old. 620-947-5679 or 316-
644-6677. 26-1tp

Free to good home! 6 year old female,
spade boxer, was house dog for 4 years,
has been a farm dog for the past 2 years.
620-382-6678. 26-1tp

The Legacy of Herington is
seeking a motivated, 

energetic Registered Nurse
to lead our nursing team in
our culture change journey.
Long term care, Medicare

and Supervisory 
experience required. 

Benefit package available.  
Please send resume to

Michelle Clore, 
Executive Director

2 East Ash 
Herington, KS  67449

EOE

Director Of
Nursing

MCN

Call 620-947-5702 for details

Looking to reach a
LARGER MARKET

than our area?
We have NATIONAL CLASSIFIED and

DISPLAY AD NETWORKS that can
increase your circulation to one million

and up to 11 million. 

Prestressed Concrete, Inc. is seeking 
Full Time Concrete Laborers 

in Newton, Kansas 
M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Previous concrete or construction 
experience is a plus but we do offer 

on-the-job-training as well.
Excellent benefits including health/ 

dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 
retirement, vacation and holidays. 

Please contact the main office at
2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 

an application or 
call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

rschroeder@prestressedconcreteinc.com

RNs
$2500 Bonus for FULL

TIME position
$1250 Bonus for PART

TIME position

LPNs
$1500 Bonus for FULL

TIME position
$1000 Bonus for PART

TIME position

JOIN OUR TEAM OF
SIGN ON BONUS

OFFERED

The Legacy of Herington is
taking applications for 
full-time, part time and PRN
Registered Nurses or Licensed
Practical Nurses positions.
Seeking individuals with a
positive attitude and depend-
able team players willing to
deliver quality care to our res-
idents in our small skilled
nursing facility.  In addition to
a sign on bonus, we offer flex-
ible scheduling and an attrac-
tive benefit package.  

Interested persons may send
their resume to Michelle

Clore, Executive Director, 
2 East Ash, Herington, KS

67449 or send to michelle@
legacyofherington.org    EOE

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach
Canada.KCAN CLASSIFIEDS
Adoption

ADOPTION: LOVING 1st time Mom & Dad
promise your baby a secure, happy home.
Expenses pd. Jamie & Mike, 1-800-298-
1964

Help Wanted
RN’s up to $45/hr LPN’s up to $37.50/hr
CNA’s up to $22.50/hr Free gas/weekly
pay $2000 Bonus AACO Nursing Agency 
1-800-656-4414 Ext 102

Award-winning Chapman, Kansas seeks
City Administrator to manage full-range
of municipal services. Qualifications, salary,
and application instructions in Adminis-
trator Profile at www.chapmanks.com.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori
ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

Driver Trainees Needed! Become a driver
for Stevens Transport! Earn $800 Per Week
PAID CDL TRAINING! Stevens covers all
costs! 1-888-749-2303 drive4stevens.com

Misc.
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE &
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill-
Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

LENDERS OFFERING $0 DOWN FOR LAND
OWNERS Roll your New Home and Land
Improvements into One Package.  Discount
National Pricing on Breeze II Doublewide
and our 60th Anniversary Singlewide.
Trade-ins Welcome!! 866-858-6862   

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (MCN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Machinery Consignment Sale, MON., AU-
GUST 1, 2016 at 9:00 A.M. Consign early
by July 15, 2016 for complete advertising.
No Small Items, Tires or Pallet Items Ac-
cepted After Friday, July 22. Next Machinery
Consignment Sale is Sept. 12, 2016.
Gilbert’s Sale Yard, LLC, 641-398-2218. 2
Mi. N. of Floyd, IA On Hwy. 218. Tractor
House Internet Bidding Available. 
www.gilbertsaleyard.com (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
1-800-283-0205 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
OWNER OPERATORS wanted. Paid all
miles. No touch freight. Many operating
discounts. Family run business for 75
years. Many bonuses and good home time.
Direct deposit paid weekly. 
Call 800-533-0564 ext.205 (MCN)

Call 620-947-5702 or 
email natalie@

hillsborofreepress.com

Reach MORE 
people with our 

classifieds!
Your classified ad
will appear in both
the Hillsboro Free
Press and Newton

Now.. 
reaching every 
Marion County
household and
Newton Now 
subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for
20 words, then 
25¢ per word

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25)

NOW LEASING
New twin homes 

located in Hillsboro. 
Low income, 

very affordable.
Applications available at

City Building, 
Hillsboro State Bank and 

Real Estate Center. 
For questions, call
316-775-3000.

911 COMMUNICATIONS OPERATOR
“DISPATCHER”

Marion County Sheriff’s Department
has an opening for a fulltime Dispatcher.

This is shift work; nights, weekends and holidays

General Purpose: Answers and dispatches E911 and
Administrative calls for law enforcement, fire, and
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) agencies.

Qualifications include: High School graduate or equivalent.
EEOC. Marion County does not discriminate against the
handicapped in employment or provision of services.

Apply at: Marion County Sheriff’s Office,
202 South 4th, Marion, Kansas 66861

Telephone number (620) 382-2144

5 Real Estate

Home
OPEN HOUSE Friday July 1st 6-8:00 pm
(free hot dogs) 49 Pine Tree, Marion County
Lake. Beautiful 2 bedroom 2010 model.
NEW PRICE $29,900.  Call/text Kristi Fowler,
Broker 620-242-8011 Horizon Real Estate
Services 1345 N Main, McPherson KS. 26-
1tc  

House for Sale! 208 S. Madison St., Hills-
boro. Drive by! Then Call 620-947-3019.
26-tfn.6 Automotive

Automobiles 
!!!!!NICE CLEAN CARS FOR SALE!!!!!!!!! 
2009 Nissan Altima 4 door, low miles 49k,
clean $6,950. 2011 Chevy Malibu, 4-door,
21K actual miles, clean $7,950. 2012 Toyota
Camry SE 4 door, 26K miles, clean non
smoker $11,650 Call 316-640-3921. 13-tfn

1929 International 1 ton gas delivery truck,
runs and drives, wood spoke wheels.
$3,850. Call 316-640-3921. 25-tfn

Automotive Parts
56 Chevy parts and other old car parts:
fenders-rust free, hoods, lots of hub caps
and more. 316-640-3921. 19-tfn

PART-TIME 
MAINTENANCE 
TECHNICIAN/
CUSTODIAN

wanted for 24-unit public
housing development. Main-
tenance duties include, but
not limited to, plumbing,
painting, carpentry, drywall,
grounds keeping, snow re-
moval, electrical, custodial &
make-ready cleaning.  He/she
must be able to respond to
maintenance emergencies,
have good communication
skills and be self-motivated.
Wage based upon experience.
Resumes can be sent to Hills-
boro Housing Authority 506
West Grand, Hillsboro, KS
67063; OR via email:
grandoaks@embarqmail.com.

The position is open until filled.
The Hillsboro Housing Author-
ity is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

PAID IN ADVANCE! MAKE $1000 Weekly!!
Mailing Brochures From Home. Helping
home workers since 2001. No Experience
Required. Start Immediately! www.central-
mailing.net (VOID IN SD, WI) (MCN)

Fuller Brush Co. Distributors Needed. Start
your own Home Based Business! Looking
for people to earn extra money servicing
people in your areas. No investment re-
quired. Call 800-882-7270  
www.joannefullerlady.com (MCN)

Graphic Design Position-Northeast Iowa.
Adobe Creative Suite, InDesign, Photoshop
& Illustrator. Mac System. Flexible
Hours/Benefits. Resume & Design Samples:
The Cresco Shopper, P.O. Box #117, Cresco,
IA 52136. (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down?  We can help reduce payments
and get finances under control, 
call: 866-871-1626 (MCN)

FOR SALE
Trailer SALE! 6’X12’ V-nose ramp $2,750.00;
7’X12’ trike trailer; 7’X16’ V-nose ramp
$4,185.00;   7’X18’ ramp $4,599.00; 14,000#
Equipment trailer EZ-lift ramps $3,650.00
and up; Dump trailers 14’, 14,000#, Tarp,
10”Crossmembers $6,450.00 150 trailers
in-stock 515-972-4554 www.FortDodgeTrail-
erWorld.com for Information & prices (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. 
Call today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 1-800-263-4059 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

Diapers, Incontinence Supplies, Nebulizers,
Portable Oxygen Concentrators, Rollating
Walkers, Bedside Commodes, Tens Units
and Supplies, Cpaps, Bipaps, Masks and
Supplies. Direct to Home. 
Call 1-888-575-6301 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-800-442-5148 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV and get a $100 Gift
Card. FREE Whole-Home Genie HD/DVR
upgrade. Starting at $19.99/mo. New Cus-
tomers Only. Don't settle for cable. 
Call Now 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

19.99/mo. for DIRECTV - HD Channels +
Genie HD DVR + 3 months FREE HBO,
SHOW, MAX & STARZ + FREE NFL Sunday
Ticket! Call Now 1-888-552-7314 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can’t reach a phone! FREE
Brochure. CALL 800-306-1404 (MCN)

HELP WANTED
for residential
home painting
• Pay by experience

• Must be dependable

Kelsey’s Painting 
Services
Peabody, KS

316-706-7329

DISH TV 190 channels plus Highspeed In-
ternet Only $49.94/mo! Ask about a 3 year
price guarantee & get Netflix included for
1 year! Call Today 1-800-390-3140 (MCN)

SAVE on internet and TV bundles! Order
the best exclusive cable and satellite deals
in your area! If eligible, get up to $300 in
Visa Gift Cards. 
CALL NOW! 1-800-925-0146 (MCN)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Internet.
High-Speed. Avail Anywhere. Speeds to
15 mbps. Starting at $59.99/mo. Call for
Limited Time Price - 1-800-715-1644 (MCN)

MCN

Exede High Speed Internet. Plans from
$39/mo. Blazing Fast Broadband in areas
cable can’t reach. Great for business or
home. We Install Fast. 1-888-800-8236
(MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
(MCN)

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 60 tabs,
$99 includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-
0780 or www.metromeds.online (MCN)

Cash for Baby Formula! Highest Prices
Paid! Most Major Brands Accepted! Toll
Free 1-866-617-7355. Between 9:30-5:30pm
Est, or visit 24/7 www.SellFormula.com
(MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

$250 CASH REWARD Paid for Information
Leading To Purchase Of Volkswagen Van
or Pickup. 1967 or Older. Any Condition. 
620-910-7257

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW!  No paid op-
erators, just real people like you.  Browse
greetings, exchange messages and connect
live.  Try it free.  Call now:  800-357-4970
(MCN)

MCN

Health Information 
Management Clerk

Prairie View is currently 
recruiting for a 32 hour/week

Health Information 
Management Clerk.  

M-F schedule. This position
will support the functions 

of the medical records 
department with some 
overlap in the human 

resources department. 
Qualified applicants must 
be organized, able to work 
independently, detailed and 
understand prioritization.

Prior experience working in 
a medical records office 
preferred. Complete an 

online application at
www.prairieview.org.

EOE

The Citizens State Bank is a locally owned 
community bank with 11 locations. We are seeking 

qualified applicants for the following position:

• Teller/Customer Service – part time in Newton 
(all year round)

Requirements include a high school diploma or 
equivalent along with previous customer service and 

cash handling experience.  
Please submit your resume to humanresources@thecsb.com

EOE/Minorities/Females/Vet/Disability

in Florence is accepting 

applications full and 

part time positions.

Health Insurance
401-K

Vacation

Apply in person 
at Hwy. 50

Florence, KS

Part-time help
wanted with the 
possibility of full

time. Must be 
dependable, reliable

and able to lift 50 lbs.
Contact Professional

Cleaning Systems
800-678-7840

The Free Press is
looking to hire a 
reliable youth or

adult to deliver the
newspaper each

Tuesday afternoon
to about 100 homes.

The route is essen-
tially along Adams
Street, from First
Street to F Street. 
If interested, call 

620-947-5702 and
ask for Don.



running passing skeletons for a
look at some offensive and de-
fensive schemes they haven’t
seen from each other.

For Hesston, a team that
doesn’t get to see a bunch of
pass-happy teams, it is a good
chance to test its secondary
against the new offense Jaax
brought to Newton. The
Swathers won’t see an aerial

attack until the season is on
the line.

“With Coach Jaax being here,
some of the stuff he does offen-
sively is good for our defense to
see, especially since they won’t
see a lot of it until week, like,
8,” Hesston head coach Clint
Rider said. “So I think we
might have seen more passes
today than we will see in the

first seven games of the year.
It’s good for our guys to come
out and get some experience
and learn their keys and the
reads and the routes.”

Coming from a team with
monster numbers for a 5A
school, Jaax wants to bring suc-
cess to Newton in part through
a platoon system, where play-
ers will only play on one side of

the ball. One of the advantages
for the Railers is the opportu-
nity to run against each other
in practice. But it can be hard
to keep things fresh going up
against the same people run-
ning the same plays with the
same terminology.

Bringing in another school
provides the opportunity for
some fresh blood and a chance
to read and react to plays you
may not know are coming. And
when the other school is in the
next stop down the road, it also
provides a chance for friends to
compete.

“These are kids that they
know and have grown up with,”
Jaax said. “They have been
around playing basketball and
football and baseball and all
those things with each other
and against each other since
they were kids. I think it cre-
ates a variety to the routine
which is good.”

While the combined 7-on-7
practice is a lot of fun for every-
one involved playing a game,
the ultimate goal of improve-
ment in order to compete on
Friday nights is hidden inside
the workout like a pill stuffed
in a dog treat.

“Like I told Coach Rider, as
much as we can help each
other’s programs develop, that
is what we would like to do,”
Jaax said. “I think both of us
want to see each other’s kids be
successful, and so it is just a
process of us working together

June 30, 2016
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Paul Vega, 74, will dust off the pitching arm to throw the first inning of the Old Timer’s Game on Friday, July 1, at Athletic Park to open the New-
ton Mexican-American Softball Tournament. Vega was 5 when the first tournament took place in 1946. 

Old Timer’s game showcases history
of Mexican-American softball

When Paul Vega,
74, and Barney
Torres, 62, were

kids shagging foul balls at
the Newton Mexican-
American Softball Tour-
nament, they were worth
a nickel. Inflation through
the years has brought the
value up to a quarter
when they will return to
the diamond for the Old
Timer’s game on Friday,
July 1.

At the oldest running
Mexican-American soft-
ball tournament in the
country, from the time
you are a kid, through the
playing years, and on to
the honor of playing in
the Old Timer’s Game to
open the tournament, the
tournament starts to
course through you.

“It’s part of your blood,”
Torres said. “It becomes
part of your blood.”

Coming to Newton and
playing in the tourna-
ment forges the kind of
close friendships that can
only be made through
competing against some-
one as good as you are.
They last a lifetime and
only grow stronger when
the competition is over.

“It is fun to see the guys
from the other towns,”
Vega said. “I can be in
Kansas City, I can be in
Topeka, Omaha, Hutch,

Emporia, Chanute, and if
I need something, I can
call somebody, one of the
old ball players, and say,
‘This is Paul Vega. I need
some help,’ and it
wouldn’t be a problem.
That’s what I really like
about it.”

At the Old Timer’s
Game, those friends from
around the state continue
to bond through the game
while serving as a living
history of the tournament
bursting at the seams
with tradition.

Players throughout the
history of the tournament
come back and get to-
gether to take the dia-
mond again to remember
what it was like to play
both together, and
against, each other.

“It is just a bunch of us
old timers that have
played ball together
through the years with
other guys that we’ve met
and become friends with
from Topeka and Kansas
City and Wichita and Em-
poria,” Torres said. “We
get together and divide
teams up and have a little
Old Timer’s game before
they start the tourna-
ment.”

In their prime, the
game was somewhat
rough. There was no bad
blood but ferocious compe-
tition. 

“We didn’t try to hurt
each other, but we played
pretty hard,” Vega said.
“The rules have changed

now. They have softened
them up quite a bit, and
rightfully so. But after the
game, we were rehashing
it and drinking a beer to-
gether.”

“That’s the thing about
how we played,” Torres
said. “We would go all
out. When we played, we
played until we couldn’t
go no more. That’s how it
was. We just enjoy the
game so much it is just
hard to describe the feel-
ing.”

In the Old Timer’s
game, things aren’t quite
as competitive as they
used to be. Vega is a
pitcher and has the honor
of pitching the first inning
of the Old Timer’s Game
for the last decade.

“There will come a time
when they are going to
tell me someone else can
throw the first pitch, and
it’s OK,” Vega said.
“There is no reason to be
out here if you can’t throw
a strike. You are not try-
ing to strike the guy out
anyway. You are just try-
ing to provide some enter-
tainment.”

As a catcher back in his
playing days, Torres had
one of the best seats in
the house squatting be-
hind home plate. He got
to play with some of the
best out on the diamond. 

“I can remember a time
when, I wasn’t even play-
ing yet, and Newton won
the tournament,” Torres
said. “There was a guy by

the name of Richard
Reyes that won Most
Valuable Player. And I re-
member that quite well
because when he won it,
everybody jumped on him
and poured beer on him
and razzing him and hav-
ing a good time. And I got
to play ball with him, too.
I played ball with him for
about five years. He was a
real good ball player. He
played centerfield, and I’ll
tell you what, he gave it
everything he had out
there in center field. I
think he tore down practi-
cally every fence he ran
into to try to catch a ball.”

Taking the field with
the old guys has a way of
triggering vivid memories
of games played in the
1950s and ’60s like they
happened yesterday.

“When somebody walks
up I go, ‘(Man), I remem-
ber that hit that beat me.
Not only did he hit a dou-
ble but he hit a homerun.
To be honest I could tell
you what pitch I threw
him, like, ‘Man I
shouldn’t have thrown
that rise ball. I should
have thrown him a drop
or a changeup or some-
thing.’ Even after the Old
Timer’s game, we just
stand around and just
chat.”

The Old Timer’s game
will follow the opening
ceremonies with the first
pitch of the tournament
at 7 p.m. on Friday, July
1, at Athletic Park.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

Johns scoring a
knockout with
pro MMA career

After Newton Native Miles Johns powers a vio-
lent uppercut through Eliazar Rodriguez’ defense,
Johns comes back with a short, compact, lightning
bolt of a left hook right behind it. Rodriguez stum-
bles and falls, and a second later, Johns is on top,
raining fists until the referee pulls him off.

The former Newton 145-pound state champion
wrestler went on to win another the match, a mixed
martial arts contest held on June 24 in Dallas.

“That was something I definitely spent some time
on in my garage, going over with my little brother,”
Johns said of the combination that won him the
fight on Friday. “That one, I knew was a finishing
combination. I’ve thrown it a couple of times in
practice with boxing gloves on and felt a lot of con-
nections. I felt like when I really threw it with the
little four-ounce gloves on that I really had a chance
to finish a fight with it.”

The knockout over Rodriguez moves Johns’ pro-
fessional mixed martial arts record to 4-0, a fast
start in a brutally unforgiving way to make a living.
But the transitions from wrestling to mixed martial
arts, and amateur and professional sports came at
an arduous cost.

Mixed martial arts is a combat sport that com-
bines boxing, wrestling, kickboxing, Jiu-Jitsu,
karate, and any other fighting style in a prizefight
that can end by knockout, submission, or on the
judges’ scorecards.

After wrapping up a high school wrestling career
winning a state title and leading Newton to a run-
ner-up finish in a resurgent 2012 for a proud pro-
gram, Johns continued his wrestling career at
Newman University, a school that provided an op-
portunity to pursue a degree in nursing, a passion
for Johns.

But at Newman, things started to change. A hand
injury early in his collegiate career sidelined Johns,
giving him an opportunity to take a look at
wrestling and a fire within himself for the sport
that was starting to burn out. The time away from
wrestling only fueled his desire to get back to com-
petition, however.

“I wouldn’t say the injury got me too down,”
Johns said. “In fact, when I came back I was so
ready for any type of competition, if I would have
had the chance to wrestle, then I was so ready to
wrestle.”

When a friend brought up the opportunity to get
in the cage in an event in Emporia, Johns jumped at

COURTESY PHOTO
Miles Johns picks up opponent Tyler Pacheco for a body slam in his
first professional mixed martial arts bout. After scoring a knockout
over Eliazar Rodriguez on June 24, Johns is still undefeated at 4-0
in the sport. 

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See JOHNS / 13

Railers and
Swathers join
up for 7-on-7

As the ball dive-bombs a receiver’s
hands on a post route in the end zone
for a touchdown, the Swather foot-
ball team leaps and cheers in cele-
bration. But this is not Friday night,
and they are wearing gym shorts and
chewed up t-shirts on a Thursday
morning.

At Fischer Field, the Hesston foot-
ball team joined Newton High School
for some 7-on-7 competition to help
each other get better and have a lit-
tle fun in the process.

“To me it’s a low key event,” New-
ton head coach Chris Jaax said. “It is
just kind of us out here enjoying the
kind of environment and getting reps
in and learning. That is the way we
structure it. It’s competitive, but no-
body came back with a trophy today.
We are just trying to make our kids
better.”

While Newton and Hesston have
worked together in the off-season be-
fore, there was a break last season.
But with the month of June coming
to an end, the neighbors got together
this year to see where they are at

PHOTO BY MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton receiver KJ Hampton pulls the ball away from defender Cailen Valdez on Thursday, June 23, at Fischer Field. The
Railers teamed up for a 7-on-7 practice with the Hesston Swathers. 

See RAILERS/ 13



There is just something
pure and simple about
combat sports that

brings me in. At face value, it
is just pure brutality. And
that is not all wrong. It is
brutal. That is a big part of
what draws people. But there
is a far scarier opponent in a
bout than the one across from
the combatant. It is the fight
within the combatants them-
selves—that is where the real
conflict happens.

The internal struggle goes
deep. It happens when dur-
ing a stretch of some of the
most physically demanding
training around, the tempta-
tion to treat yourself with a
day off peeks around the cor-
ner. It happens when the
smell of food wafts into the
nostrils when keeping off
weight is a must.

It happens when the blood
starts flowing and the body
starts screaming at you to
stop. But you must wipe it off
and keep moving forward in
the face of danger. 

It was good to catch up
with Miles Johns this week. I
remember having an eye on
Newton wrestling and se-
cretly, or maybe not so se-
cretly, rooting for my
home-county Railers to win a
state title in his senior year. 

He talked about the home
dual against Derby that win-
ter when the Panthers were
No. 1 in 6A and the Railers
were No. 1 in 5A. We both re-
membered it well. It was
hard for him to fully express
the atmosphere in Raven-
scroft on that evening. 

I have said for years that
the sport of wrestling will
surge with the rising popu-
larity of mixed martial arts.
If you are growing up watch-
ing the UFC and have a
dream of getting in the octa-
gon, it isn’t like you can just
jump into a bare-knuckles
fighting summer recreation
program. But you can wres-
tle. And wrestling provides a
comfort on the ground that
has to be a foundation of a

mixed martial arts fighter. 
Like the other professional

sports, mixed martial arts is
far from a guarantee as a
profession. It means that you
are now entering a cage fight
with another person, and the
winner gets to buy food.

It was a tough decision for
Johns to give up a wrestling
scholarship and move to Dal-
las to chase a dream in the
cage while paying for college
part time out of his own
pocket. It means the cake-
walk days of having a
wrestling season full of train-
ing and having an off-season
to rest are over. Now, days
that end in “Y” are the sea-
son. Grueling training and
weight maintenance are a
daily reality, year round.
Days off mean getting hurt
by someone trying to knock
you out in order to provide for
their family. It is not really a
logical, practical path to walk
down. 

But neither is fighting it-
self.

Fighters, crazy breed they
are, have to fight. And they
do it arduously against the
current of a river of sane rea-
sons why they should quit.
But Johns is also starting in
nursing school in January,
going into it part time while
he trains, just to be on the
safe side.

Mike Mendez is the sports
editor at the Newton Now

and can be reached by email
at mike@harvey-

countynow.com and followed
on Twitter at 

@MendezNewtonNow.
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Saturday, July 9th
$55/person. Includes: 

food, golf, & prizes. 

 
Thursday, July 7th
FREE Hotdogs and 
sodas provided, 

and $1 drafts available. 
Limited 250 people. 

Must sign up! 
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www.heritagehomeworks.com

NEWTON�S CUSTOM
HOME BUILDER

Remodeling 
 AND Custom Construction  

HOME BUILDER

Your Independent Agency since 1978

Call Us For A Custom Quote & Personal Attention

Melissa & Doug's Water Wow 
Keep kids busy & quiet!

Come see complete selection 
of toys & games

McKinnis closes to win The Railer at Sand Creek
Coming into the final

round of the Kansas Ama-
teur Stroke Play Champi-
onship on Sunday at Sand
Creek Station, Lyons, Kan.
Native Tim McKinnis
needed a big round to get
to the top, trailing co-lead-
ers Jack Rickabaugh and
Matt Green by two
strokes. But for the former
professional pitcher, com-
ing up strong in late pres-
sure situations is nothing
new. 

And after getting two
birdies in the first two
holes, McKinnis capped a
round of 68 with a 70-foot
birdie putt on 18 to win
the tournament by four
strokes with a three-round
total of 211.

“The thing that we have
that most guys don’t have
is mental toughness,”
McKinnis said. “We are
used to having a game
come down to the wire,
and throwing a 3-2 pitch
and it’s got to be your best
pitch. It kind of correlates
the same.”

A self-taught golfer,
McKinnis didn’t play the
game back in the glory
days of Lyons High School
in the early 1980s. After
high school, the pitcher
played a year at Kansas
State University before
transferring to Seminole
State College in 1985. He
landed in the minor league
systems of the Angels and
Yankees. He spent time
pitching for Quad Cities,
an A team for the Angels
in 1987 and 1988.

“I tell everybody that I
am a baseball player that
just plays golf,” McKinnis
said. “I am not a golfer.”

The field at The Railer
at Sand Creek might think
otherwise. 

With a putt on the first
hole that landed dead-cen-
ter for a birdie, things
started to line up. He fol-
lowed that with another
birdie on the second hole
and made it three birdies
in the first four holes on
the way to a 4-under on
the front nine. 

“When I made the first
putt on the first hole, I
knew right then that it
was such a pure putt, I
thought OK, well we’ve got

a chance to make birdie on
the next hole,” McKinnis
said. “And we made birdie
on the next hole. It is one
of those situations when
you make two really good
putts, you feel like you are
going to make everything.”

The feeling like he was
going to make everything

played out on the final
hole, as he drove home the
final railroad tie of the
championship with a giant
sledge hammer shot. Sit-
ting well below the cup on
the bottom tier of the 18th
green, looking into the face
of an embankment to
climb to get 70 feet to the

hole, he found the line and
hit a firm shot into the
back of the hole for a birdie
to go out on.

“I hit it maybe just a lit-
tle harder than I wanted
to,” McKinnis said. “But I
knew the line. I had it fig-
ured out. I knew it was up-
hill. I hit it just a tad bit
hard, but in the past, when
you hit it just a hair
harder, sometimes it holds
the line and goes in.”

After such a fast start
with a putter, the 12th
hole provided a big re-
minder that the game can
be, and almost always is
humbling. 

“I actually duffed my tee
shot into the water,” McK-
innis said of the first of
two bogey holes in the
round. “I never saw the
club hit the ball. I took my
drop and hit 3-wood off of
the tee box in front of us
and got it up and down
from there for a bogey.
That was a humbling expe-
rience.”

He was not the only
golfer representing the
Wildcats in a big way at
Sand Creek. Current K-
State golfer Jack Rick-
abaugh from Garnett,

Kan., tied for second place
with University of Kansas
Golfer Alex Moorman from
Centerville, Iowa. Rick-
abaugh and Moorman fin-
ished with three-round
scores of 215, going 1-
under in the tournament.

Having played confer-
ence tournaments at Sand
Creek while at Dodge City
Community College before
transferring to K-State,
there were no surprises on
the golf course for Rick-
abaugh. And after coming
into the final round tied for
the lead with a two-round
141, a 74 on Sunday was
his highest score of the
tournament, falling into
second place. But with a
74 at Sand Creek, he still
can’t complain.

“Not my best stuff, Rick-
abaugh said. “But I mean,
if you are going to shoot a
74 at Sand Creek, you
can’t really complain about
it.”

There was some home-
town flavor at The Railer,
with three Newton golfers
competing. Lane Pauls fin-
ished with a final score of
237. Jason Webb shot a
241 for the weekend and
Owen Gartner had a 267.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Kansas Stroke Play Championship winner Tim McKinnis takes the tro-
phy from Kansas Golf Association executive director Kim Richey on
Sunday, June 26, at Sand Creek Station. McKinnis shot a final-round 68
to win the tournament by four strokes. 

When a hobby becomes a cage fight for food

seconds, it was
clear what he had
to do.

“Ever since I had
that first fight,
then my heart was
completely out of
wrestling and just
in fighting,” Johns
said. “I mean, I still
loved the sport of
wrestling, just not
at the competition
level.”

Having put his
skill to the test and
passing with flying
colors, Johns
caught the bug.
And while a career
in nursing bringing
people back to life
will always be
there, a career put-
ting people to sleep
is only for the
young.

“I only have my
youth for so long,”
Johns said. “And
like I said, I am a
big believer in fol-
lowing your heart.
My heart was in
this area, so there
was no way I could
have been fully fo-
cused in the class if
I wasn’t also train-
ing my butt off for
MMA. And I was
brand new to the
sport, so I had to
learn so much. I
had to learn it from
the ground up. I
hadn’t boxed and
stuff. So I just had
to follow my heart.”

Fighting a learn-
ing curve to pick
up other disciplines
of combat sports
the competition
had already been
training in for
years was a chal-
lenge. But if there
was anything
Johns learned in

JOHNS
From Page 12

to provide those opportunities for each
other.”

“I feel really good about the culture that
our guys are creating,” Rider said. “I think
that they have definitely earned all the
success they are having in the weight room
and it’s fun to come out and see some of
those things start to transfer to the field.”

RAILERS
From Page 12

DROP THE MIKE

MIKE MENDEZ

his time with the Railers,
it was better opponents
can be surpassed through
hard work and discipline. 

And while amateur
wrestling at the high
school and college levels
present a season of intense
training, in professional
mixed martial arts, taking
time off can have some
brutal repercussions. 

“It’s a vicious sport,
man,” Johns said. “The pay
is not there like it is for
other professional sports.
It’s harder. You can’t com-
pete often, and it is just
one-on-one. You can’t
blame anything on your
team, same as wrestling.
But the consequences are
much higher. So you have
really got to be all in and
truly believe in it.”

With the opportunity to
follow his fiancé to Dallas,
brought an opportunity to
step up the level of compe-
tition with Legacy Fighting
Championship being a
Houston, Tex.-based organ-
ization. And if Johns is

going to follow a dream, he
is going to do it right. After
a long hard climb to the
top of wrestling in Newton,
he knew it was possible.

“I really wasn’t good
when I was younger,”
Johns said. “And I really
had to work hard to get
where I was. So going into
MMA I felt like a newborn.
There would be a lot of
nights where I would re-
ally start to question my-
self. Like, can you really
make a run like that
again? Because even in
fifth and sixth grade I was
really working my butt off
doing extra things. Do you
really think you have it in
you to do all that again?
But I just kept pushing. I
had a great support system
around me with my team-
mates and coaches and my
fiancé and stuff. They kept
pushing me. And eventu-
ally, I felt like, one day I
woke up and the turning
point happened. I was like,
you know what, I think I
can box with these guys

and I think I can do Jiu-
Jitsu with these guys with-
out making a wrestler’s
mistake and getting
caught in a submission.
Since that point, I never
looked back. But it was re-
ally tough. I did question
myself a lot, wondering if I
could really do it again.”

After his last bout, Ro-
driguez isn’t questioning
his ability to start over
again. And the future in
the fight game is as bright
as the work Johns is will-
ing to continue to put in.

“It is a vicious sport,”
Johns said. “You can train
your butt off, and you can
still go out there and get
embarrassed in front of
everybody: all your family
and friends, and people
who don’t even know you.
Those people start ques-
tioning. How hard did he
work? Is he really that
good? There is a lot of risk
when you step in that cage.
You put your pride on the
line, and you have just got
to believe in yourself.”
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Kid Scoop is made possible by these sponsors: 
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(316) 283-1399(316) 283-1399
706 N. Main

Newton, KS

Standards Link: 
Vocabulary: Understand and 
explain common antonyms.

Select a headline 
from the sports 
page in today’s 

newspaper. 
Rewrite the 

headline so it 
communicates 

just the opposite.

ANSWER: A fence.

Standards Link: Vocabulary: Understand common antonyms.

Cover each picture below with a small piece of newspaper. 
Have a friend lift one square, then try and guess where its 
opposite might be. If they match, remove those two pieces 
of paper. If not, replace them and try again.

Usually the newspaper covers the Olympics with stories and 
pictures. This week, Kid Scoop brings the challenge, the thrill, the glory 
of the games to you. All you need is Kid Scoop and today’s newspaper!

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Standards Link: Mathematics: Number Sense: Estimate and calculate the sum of whole numbers.

Who will win the race? The runner 
with the highest score!

  Find 12 numbers in today’s 
  newspaper and cut them out.

  Quickly glue the numbers 
  onto boxes on the racetrack.

  Next, estimate the 
  score for each runner.
  Who do you think has 
  the highest score?

  Complete the math 
  equation to find out who 
  actually gets the highest score.

Dizzy Deanna:

Dizzy Daniel:

Dizzy Dora:

Dizzy 
Deanna

Dizzy 
Daniel

Dizzy 
Dora Estimate

Dash through today’s newspaper and cut out the 
letters that spell each of these newspaper terms 
at left.

Glue the letters onto the hurdles to spell each word— 
one word on each hurdle. Can you clear each hurdle?

Dizzy Dora at the 
start of today’s race.

FLAG HEADLINE

CUTLINE BYLINE

COLUMN

Find and read an article in today’s 
newspaper that is as long as the 
jump made by Jumping Judy. Cut 
out the article, lay it on its side, 
and paste it over the area Judy 
jumped.

JUDY’S JUMP

How many 
stars can you 
find on this 
page? How 
many stars 
can you find 

in other 
parts of the 
newspaper?

Standards Link: 
Spelling: Spell grade 

level appropriate 
words correctly.

E

B

T

H

R

I

L

L

K

T

Y

K

R

A

E

L

C

F

A

S

G

L

O

D

A

S

H

M

J

C

V

Y

R

O

L

G

I

U

S

O

T

Z

G

P

M

T

M

R

E

R

O

Z

F

S

S

P

C

T

M

E

L

I

I

E

A

U

Z

Z

A

W

U

D

R

G

T

L

G

I

G

O

E

S

E

L

D

R

U

H

Y

T

Find the words in the puzzle, 
then in this week’s Kid Scoop 

stories and activities.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

HURDLES
DASH
GAMES
DIZZY
RACETRACK
GLORY
CLEAR
FLAG
JUMP
ESTIMATE
SCORE
GO
SIDE
THRILL
CUT
YOU

Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate information.

Look through the newspaper and see how 
quickly you can find and circle the 
following: a distance, a time in minutes or 
seconds, any first place finisher, and an 
Olympic event you would like to see.

Sports Search

Write a news story about 
something that you do in 

the summer. Remember to 
tell who, what, when, 
where, why and how.

Summertime
News

Challenge a friend or family 
member! Each of you look 

through the newspaper to see 
how many of these words you 
can find in 10 minutes. Add up 
your scores to see who wins!

ONE POINT
WORDS
people

PLAYER
ONE

PLAYER
TWO

city

local

state

said

parks

event

THREE POINT
WORDS
mayor

meeting

health

idea

future

political

plan

FIVE POINT
WORDS
authority

quoted

debate

police

objection

study

opinion

TEN POINT
WORDS
election

Washington, D.C.

discussion

community

candidate

challenge

scheduled

PLAYER ONE SCORE:

PLAYER TWO SCORE:

The noun equation means 
a mathematical statement, 

with two expressions, 
usually divided by an equal 

sign, that are the same value.

EQUATION

Try to use the word equation 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

A simple equation would 
be 2+2=4.

This week’s word:
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