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Erik Brown's seven certificates representing the seven letters he earned this year surround him, and he's wearing his letter jacket. 

Erik Brown’s goal is 25. That
number isn’t real big for some-
one, say, who wants to collect
buttons or reach a certain age.

However, this is a fairly lofty
goal for a high school student,
since Brown’s goal is to letter 25
times. So far, the Newton High
School junior has received 18
letters in a variety of sports, ac-
ademics and groups from his
freshmen year when he was
awarded five to the current year,
when he’s received seven. Dur-
ing his sophomore year, he got
six.

“Hopefully seven next year,

which would equal 25 total,”
Brown said, sitting in his home.

This year, Brown lettered in a
variety of activities, and he had
to refer to his letter certificates
to remember what all they were
in—cross country, debate, foren-
sics, track and field, scholars’
bowl, band and academics.
Brown said one of the assistant
principals at NHS told him he
thinks this might be a record,
although he wasn't sure.

“Busy, busy,” Brown said
about his schedule.

He believes he earned the let-
ters through hard work and tal-
ent.

“I guess some, it’s skill, you
could say, and some of it’s hard
work,” he said.

Juggling his busy schedule

enlists the skills of time man-
agement and priority setting.

“I try to letter in a lot of
things,” he said. “I guess I get a
lot of self-fulfillment, but the
biggest motivation for me is the
more I do in high school, the
more it will pay off later in col-
lege and later years.”

In addition to taking mostly
honors and advanced placement
classes, Brown is almost an
Eagle Scout and has a job at
Gillispie Meats in Newton.

“My life’s engulfed by all this
stuff,” Brown said. “I don’t do it
to get attention. I do it because I
enjoy it. That’s the main thing.”

He doesn’t have any side hob-
bies, it seems, and there’s a

School Board Member
Barb Bunting asked the
million-dollar question
surrounding the proposed
bond issue Monday night.

“What should we do,”
she said to laughter of the
sparse crowd and school
board.

She was speaking in jest
to RSP Planner Rob
Schwarz, who was pre-
senting findings of his
group's demographics

study of the school dis-
trict.

The district had awaited
the demographics study
by RSP to provide a few
answers of just what it
should do moving forward.

The study has been out
for a few weeks, and
Schwarz didn't answer the
question directly, but he
did give some information
about the district's future.

“The key point is the
majority of the new resi-
dential development will
happen south of 50 High-
way,” he said.

Demographics
study heard by
school board

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Matthew Whitehurst reeled
himself in a state gold award with
a sculpture of a fish.

“I made two practice fish, and I
made that one, and it came out al-
right,” Whitehurst said. “This is
the first year I've done anything
like that. Before that, I was weld-
ing quarter-inch plates together
for welding tests.”

In describing what welding tech-
niques he used, Whitehurst used
technical terms like MIG (metal
inert gas), which is a welding
process that heats and melts work-
piece metals, influencing them to

join together. The fish appears to
float in water with rocks under-
neath it. Whitehurst said he used
MIG to hold the rocks down. In ad-
dition, he welded the scales onto
the fish.

“I have no idea how many scales
there are,” he said, and from the
looks of it, there's probably as
many as real fish have.

With the sculpture, Whitehurst
took first in welding sculpture dur-
ing a Kansas SkillsUSA competi-
tion in Hutchinson.

“I finished SkillsUSA [with] 115
percent,” he said, adding second
place received in the 60-percentile.
“My sculpture was so good, I actu-
ally beat the two professionals

Welding students do well at competition
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See WELDING / 8

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Brown earns seven high school letters in one year

See LETTERS / 8

Lettering all-star

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, welding students at Newton High School Kadin McBee, Matthew White-
hurst and Tristin Carswell watch as a plasma cutter is set up.

PROVIDED PHOTO
A crew prepares to load Jason into a Learjet to take him home to
Kansas after suffering severe injuries in a moped accident in Antigua.

See BOARD / 8

Students recreate popular
television show 
Page 4

Newton jumpers set
the bar high

Page 11

Newton residents Jason
and Racquel Thiesen were
enjoying their time in par-
adise. On an all-expense-
paid cruise, the couple
spent their days enjoying
the boat, exploring
Caribbean islands and
soaking up the sun. 

One evening, Farm Bu-
reau, Jason's employer,
even treated its top re-
gional insurance agents to
a private concert with
Grammy winner Kenny
Loggins. 

Little did the couple
know, a short time later,

they, too, would be enter-
ing the danger zone. 

“Jason was hurt badly,”
Racquel said, “The para-
medic insisted Jason got
put on a spine board. They
took us off to the hospital.
And it just got worse from
there.”

A moped accident in
April on the island of An-
tigua left the couple
stranded on the island,
navigating a foreign
healthcare system and a
choice between a $33,000
flight or going through a
surgery and recuperating
for eight weeks in a hospi-
tal that Racquel said had
walls covered in mold and

Newton couple on mend
after Caribbean catastrophe

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See COUPLE / 8
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Food tastes 
better in a 

new kitchen

Improve your home’s value!
VISIT HCU.COOP/HELOC

WHEN YOU OPEN A HELOC*

GET UP TO

250$

Limited time offer. Membership required. *Cash back based on 
requested credit line; $100 cash back for up to a $15,000 line of 
credit, $250 cash back for lines of credit over $15,000. 
Funds will be deposited into the member�s
prime share account.
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Newton Downtown Car Show chooses 10 coloring contest winners

Eight smiling children
posed for photos Monday
afternoon after a bevy of
media and relatives took
photos of them holding
up their winning entries
for the Newton Down-
town Car Show coloring
contest.

One girl, Isabelle Eck-
ert, 8, seemed a little
surprised she was one of
10 winners (two weren’t
there for photos).

“I just randomly col-
ored,” she said.

Out of the 80 to 100
entries, the top 10 were
chosen, and the winners
will get their prizes on
Saturday during the

show, said one of the
event organizers Dave
Baughman. 

“They get a trophy,”
Baughman said. “A little
car on top.”

The trophy, along with
a T-shirt, will be in a bag.

Children entering had
to be in kindergarten
through the fifth grades,
and this was the third
year for the contest.

Coloring sheets were
at various places in New-
ton.

In addition to Eckert,
other winners there on
Monday night were Vic-
toria King, 5; Colbey
Williams, 8; Kalee Linn,
7; Mackenzie Sauerwein,
10; Jacob Rose, 10; Ta-
tianna Belgard, 7; and
Jase Marsh, 6. Two addi-
tional winners were Lucy

Sharp, 6, and Ava Black,
6.

Rose was happy he
won and colored his work
of art with bright mark-
ers.

“I got the brand-new
pens from Dollar Tree,
and I really wanted to
use them,” he said. “I
feel good about it,” he
said about being a win-
ner. “I like it because
this is the fist year I’ve
won.”

Sauerwein said there
was a reason she colored
her cars the way she did,
with flames.

“I just like things that
are vintage and decided
to color them that color,”
she said.

She recently told her
mom she’s never won
anything before.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
These are eight of the coloring contest winners. They are, from left, front row, Victoria King, 5, Isabelle Eckert,
8, Colbey Williams, 8, and Kalee Linn, 7; and back row, Mackenzie Sauerwein, 10, Jacob Rose, 10, Tatianna
Belgard, 7, and Jase March, 6. Not pictured are Lacy Sharp, 6, and Ava Black, 6. At the far left is Mike White,
and at the far right is Dave Baughman. Both are event organizers. 

It wasn’t until quite re-
cently—thanks to the
recipe I’m going to

share with you—that I re-
alized that I had no idea
what the word “braise” ac-
tually means.

In my head, braising
meat had something to do
with tossing it into a pan
and searing it. So when I
found a recipe for braised
chicken made in the
crockpot, I knew either I
had to be mistaken about
the word’s meaning or the
recipe’s author was. 

According to the Mer-
riam-Webster Dictionary,
braise means “to cook
slowly in fat and a small
amount of liquid in a
closed pot.”

So, yeah, it was I who
was incorrect.

Apparently, I’ve been
braising for years. Who
knew?

No matter the defini-
tion, the recipe I found
from the website “Half
Baked Harvest” by
Tieghan Gerard (her site
has a ton of awards, and

she has a cookbook com-
ing out, if you have some
time to kill online). You
can find the original
recipe at
https://www.halfbaked-
harvest.com/crockpot-
beer-braised-chicken/. I
didn’t use a pumpkin beer
as she suggested and
changed her spices
slightly.

Crockpot Beer
Braised Chicken

Ingredients
4 boneless, skinless

chicken breasts
2 andouille sausage

links, cut into rounds
1 small onion, diced (I

used yellow)
2 red bell peppers, diced
14.5-ounce can of diced

tomatoes
4-ounce can green chile

peppers
2 tablespoons hot sauce

(I used a smoked chipotle
Tabasco)

1 tablespoon chili pow-
der

2 teaspoons paprika
1/2 teaspoon cayenne

pepper
1/2 teaspoon black pep-

per
1/4 teaspoon salt
12-ounces beer (the

original uses a pumpkin; I
used an Irish red)

2 tablespoons corn-
starch dissolved in 1/4
cup water

Cooked white or brown
rice

Dump the sausage,
onion, bell peppers, diced
tomatoes (no need to
drain), green chile pep-
pers, hot sauce, chili pow-
der, paprika, cayenne,
pepper and salt into the
crockpot. Give it a little
stir to combine a bit and
then layer the chicken
breasts on top. Dump in
the beer and cook on low
for about seven to eight
hours or four hours on
high, making sure the
chicken is covered in liq-
uid.

When you’re about 30
minutes from meal time,
add the cornstarch and
water mixture and stir.
Turn the heat up to high
if it isn’t already to let the
sauce thicken (Mine
didn’t thicken much. If
you have lots of liquid
still in your crockpot, you
might want to toss in a bit
more cornstarch, but we
didn’t mind it having a
pretty loose sauce.)

Cook the amount of rice

you’ll want for serving.
When the meal is done,

serve the chicken,
sausage and veggies in
bowls over rice.

The author also sug-
gests serving this with a
big piece of crusty bread,
which we didn’t do, but it
would have been deli-
cious.

We had so much food
left over that I ended up
freezing a bunch of it for
later. It was such an easy
recipe without too much
prep, which I appreciated.

And now I have a new
culinary term to add to
my vocabulary. Next, I’ll
have to figure out what a
gastrique is. I hear it on
cooking shows all the
time, but up until now
I’ve been a little afraid to
Google it. I think it might
be time.

Lindsey Young is a co-
owner of Kansas Publish-

ing Ventures which
publishes The Herington

Times. 

Make some chicken to ‘braise’ the roof

LINDSEY YOUNG/HERINGTON TIMES

Crockpot beer braised chicken is a low-prep dinner that is served over
rice.



NORTH NEWTON—
Tim Wedel stoically held
the yellow Chisholm Trail
flag while sitting atop a
horse on Monday evening,
as Newton Mayor Barth
Hague read from a procla-
mation signed by Gover-
nor Sam Brownback
declaring 2017 as the
150th anniversary of the
Chisholm Trail.

The event took place at
Chisholm Trail Park in
North Newton, with mem-
bers of the Newton Saddle
Club on horses holding at
least a couple of flags.

“Whereas, 150 years
ago, the Chisholm Trail
was blazed across Kansas
and the American West;
and whereas more than
four million head of Texas
longhorns came up the
Chisholm Trail to Kansas;
and whereas, The
Chisholm Trail reached
the communities of Cald-
well, Wichita, Newton,
North Newton, Durham
and Abilene, with
branches to Ellsworth and
beyond,” Hague read, with
several more whereases
thrown in front of a small
crowd.

Saddle clubs and horse
groups are carrying a copy
of the proclamation from
Abilene to Caldwell, and
it's being handed off to a
variety of groups along
the way, following the
Chisholm Trail path. 

It started on Saturday
in Abilene, and then New-
ton Saddle Club members
met the Abilene folks at a
historical site at Meridian
and Highway 56 when it
was handed off.

“We met the people

from Abilene on the his-
torical site,” said Sharon
Matz, president of the
Newton Saddle Club.

On May 3, the Saddle
Club met the Wichita
Mounted Police, handing
it off to them.

“It just keeps going
south and will end up in
Caldwell,” said Melody
Spurney, coordinator of
the Newton Convention
and Visitors Bureau. “It's
kind of like riding the
trail backwards, essen-
tially.”

In addition to Hague
reading the proclamation,
North Newton Mayor Ron
Braun gave some histori-
cal facts to the crowd.

Others sitting on horses
included Mike Woelk with
his wife Krysta, Bob
Wedel, Kellie Lare, Erin
Pryor and Piper Pryor.
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Bit of the Old West comes to North Newton

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Bob Wedel, right, holds the American flag while Kelli Lare looks on during the Chisholm Trail proclamation
reading Monday night. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Maggie Matz holds the flags fol-
lowing the Monday night cere-
mony at the Chisholm Trail Park in
North Newton. 

Barth Hague
reads from

proclamation

NEWS BRIEFS

Dyck Arboretum extends FloraKansas sale
HESSTON—The Dyck Arboretum of the Plains in

Hesston, Kansas is extending its FloraKansas Native
Plant Sale by offering a "Rain Check Native Plant Blitz"
this Saturday, May 6 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Staff and vol-
unteers will be available at the plant sale to assist with
questions and plant selection.

Harvey County United Way Announces grant recipients
The Harvey County United Way Board of Directors

will award grants to 23 programs serving Harvey
County. 

The 18-member community investment committee
conducted the grant review process and submitted fund-
ing recommendations to the board of directors based on
the impact the proposed project will have on the com-
munity. 

Organizations receiving grants this year will be Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Harvey County; CASA: A Voice
for Children; Circle of Hope (Peace Connections); Com-
munity Chaplain Response Team; Community
Playschool; Grand Central; Harvey County Infant Tod-
dler Program; Health Ministries Clinic; Heart to Heart
Child Advocacy Center; Hesston Community Child
Care; New Hope Shelter; New Jerusalem Missions;
Newton Community Child Care Center; Newton Meals
on Wheels; Offender/Victims Ministries; Safehope; Sal-
vation Army; St. Matthews Representative Payee Pro-
gram; Sunshine Academy Learning Center; Trinity
Heights Respite Care; USD 373 Latchkey; United Cere-
bral Palsy of Kansas; Wichita Children’s Home.

The annual Harvey County United Way campaign
serves as the source of grant funds. Last year's cam-
paign raised $295,000 in funds.

—For Newton Now

Gem and Mineral Club sale slated for this weekend
McPHERSON—The McPherson Gem and Mineral

Club will have its 25th-annual Sale and Swap on Fri-
day, May 5, through Saturday, May 7, at the 4-H Fair-
grounds, 710 W. Woodside in McPherson.

Several Newton residents belong to the club.
Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and Saturday, with

an auction at 7:15 p.m. on Saturday and 10:30 a.m. to 3
p.m. Sunday.

There is no cost to attend. Featured will be hourly
door prizes, a concession stand and free rock identifica-
tion.

Truck tools stolen April 26
Police took the report on April 26 of more of the bur-

glary of more than $2,000 in tools from two trucks
parked in the 500 Blk of West Fifth St. The owner filed
two police reports stating that hammer drills, socket
sets and Milwaukee drills were stolen from both vehi-
cles.

Duo steals truck 
Thieves stole a 2004 Chevrolet Silverado pickup truck

and trailer early on the morning of April 28 from Triple
A Window Repair in the 500 block of North Meridian.

Newton Police Lt. Scott Powell said a surveillance
camera at the property recorded a man wearing a head-
lamp approach a trailer parked in the businesses lot
and steal its license plate at 6:11 a.m. Two minutes later
another man entered the pickup and drove off with it
and the trailer.

The trailer was eventually recovered on SW 24th
Street near the Wheat St. Rd Intersection. He said the
vehicle, valued at $5,000 has yet to be recovered.

—For Newton Now

Haydn mass, Mozart piano concerto on program for
annual Masterworks

NORTH NEWTON—The annual Masterworks con-
cert at Bethel College will feature a choral work by
Haydn and a piano concerto by Mozart, with Karen
Bauman Schlabaugh in her last solo appearance be-
fore retirement.

—For Newton Now



Three Newton school
resource officers, a detec-
tive, and a warrants offi-
cer teamed up to raise
money for Kansas Big
Brothers Big Sisters
through Bowl for Kids’
Sake in March. Together,
they raised nearly $4,200.
Big Brother Jon, a school
resource officer, raised
$2,600 himself.

“My experience is that,
as a grown-up, the hard-
est part is asking other
grown-ups for money. It’s
a little bit awkward,” Jon
says. “But once you get
over that and realize that
people are good and want
to give to good causes,
and if you can get past
asking, you find out that
people are more than
willing to help.”

Being in schools every
day, it was natural for
Jon to volunteer with
Kansas Big Brothers Big
Sisters’ School-Based
Mentoring Program. He
became a Big Brother to
Little Brother Cuba three
years ago.

When he’s working out-
side the school, he’s
known as “Officer Ad-
kins.” In the six elemen-
tary schools he covers,
he’s “Officer Jon.” To his
Little Brother, Cuba, he’s
“Big Brother Jon.” Kids
often run up to Officer
Jon. “Are you really
Cuba’s brother?” they
ask. Big Brother Jon says
he’s proud to say yes, and
that Cuba likes that kids
know his Big Brother.

“I think if I was some-
body who didn’t have this
profession, I don’t know
that he would be as proud
of it,” Jon says. “It feels
good—here’s this kid who
gets this huge self-esteem
boost, who is so proud be-
cause of the badge and
the uniform, and me.”

Being involved with el-
ementary kids is impor-
tant to Jon as a police
officer. Generally, he
says, officers
are reactive to crime.
People call when some-

thing bad happens. Offi-
cers react. But being in-
volved with young kids
allows him to be proac-
tive.

“If I can make sure a
child has a positive expe-
rience now, hopefully by
the time they go to high
school, I’ve been able to
mold their perception of
law enforcement, their
understanding of good

and bad,” he says.
As a Big Brother to 8-

year-old Cuba, Jon
spends an hour each
week shooting hoops, fig-
uring out problems on a
math worksheet, or top-
pling wooden Jenga tow-
ers. Recently, Jon
brought Cuba a special
pepperoni pizza for the
two of them to share dur-
ing their lunch.

To help make sure
more kids have the
chance to be matched
with Bigs, Jon volun-
teered for the local advi-
sory board and the BFKS
committee. He attributes
his fundraising success to
the good-natured compe-
tition among the other
dedicated volunteers and
his BFKS teammates. 

“You don’t have to have
a giant population to
make a difference,” he
said. “You just need the
motivation.”

Although Bethel Col-
lege students didn't trek
across the globe during
their version of “The
Amazing Race” on Satur-
day during a cold rain,
they did get transported
from station to station
throughout Newton and
North Newton on school
busses.

The first place teams
competed was in Memo-
rial Hall at Bethel Col-
lege, where they had
tug-of-war and a contest
in which teams had to put
together trophies that
were lying about in
pieces. After that, they
ran to an awaiting bus
outside. Many wore lime-
green-colored Amazing
Race T-shirts. 

“I'm going to explain to
you what you have to do,
and then you're going to
go over there and do it,”
Gabriel Fonseca, coordi-
nator of students activi-
ties and engagement at
Bethel College, told par-
ticipants regarding the
trophy competition. “Be-
hind the black line,” he
said, motioning for stu-
dents to move behind a
line on the floor. “We're
gonna be fair and square.
When I say go. You're
gonna work with your
team to put the trophies
together.”

Fonseca instructed stu-
dents to check their tro-
phies with a couple of
officials to make sure
their trophies were cor-
rect before they were al-
lowed to proceed to a bus.

“Remember, time is of
the essence,” Fonseca told
students.

As the busses pulled
away from Bethel College
and headed south on
Main Street, a light rain
plummeted to the Earth.
They drove as far as near
the North Sonic, where
one person from each
team was instructed to
order a Route 66 drink
and consume it, which
they did while their team-

mates and others looked
on, sometimes cheering,
other times trying to
warm them up with a
jacket or body heat. Some
chugged. Others sipped.

One young man, Jaylen
Randle, said he was get-
ting heart freezer burn.

“It hurts!” he said.
Drink consumers were

timed.
Students laughed,

cheered and shivered dur-
ing the event.

One Bethel College stu-
dent, Elizabeth Tran, took
part for one reason.

“Just ’cause we thought
it'd be a fun group activity
because they've never had
the Amazing Race before,”
she said.

Another student was
there as a duty.

“Well, actually, I'm
kinda working it,”
Mackenzie O'Brien said.

“’cause I'm part of SAC
[Student Activities Coun-
cil].”

O'Brien said SAC plans
events.

The next stop was the
Newton Et Cetera Shop,
where participants were
out of the weather in the
back room, flattening per-
haps thousands of plastic
shopping bags. It ap-
peared each team had to
flatten 100 bags, and they
did so with finesse and ef-
ficiency.

Fonseca said the event
was going to take three to
four hours.

Mireka Bergen, secre-
tary of SAC, said they
thought of the Amazing
Race idea last year.

“We're pretty much
doing it because we
wanted to include the en-
tire Newton community
as well as the whole col-

lege and get people into
the community, and also
Gabe did something simi-
lar at his undergrad,”
Bergen said.
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Rental Cars
283-0789

130 E. 4th • 283-9100
“the nicest storage units in Newton”

If interested in enrolling in 
Auto-Pay program, 

please contact Elizabeth. 
(316)281-7899

elizabeth@hillsborofreepress.com, or 
stop by the Newton Now Office at 

706 N. Main, Newton, KS.

Our new Auto-Pay 
option can deduct 
your subscription 
fees monthly($5), 

every 6 months($30), 
or annually($50) for 
your convenience.

NOW OFFERING
a more convenient way to subscribe!

219 N. Main, Newton
316-283-3811

breadbasket@cox.net

www.newtonbreadbasket.com

ALL YOU CAN EAT!
5 Meat

May 14 �10am-2 pm, Dine with us!*
*No coupons please

Mothers Day
Buffet!

Bethel College students see Newton sites, play ‘Amazing Race’
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Jennifer Harrison, Riley Schmieder, Cayla Lawless and
Stephanie Brown take part in the Sonic portion of The Amazing Race on
Saturday. 
Top: Michelle Schrag, Cassandra Voth and Anna Stucky seem to be mo-
mentarily distracted while putting together a trophy during the trophy
race as part of The Amazing Race on Saturday, which started at Bethel
College in North Newton. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Grant Walker, Chase
Stucky and Austin Mitchell take
part in the tug-of-war contest Sat-
urday in Memorial Hall at Bethel
College. 
Right: Sophia Minder, second
from left, seems a little doubtful
taking a break from her drink
chugging.

Local resource officer raises big funds
FOR NEWTON NOW

COURTESY PHOTO
Newton Police Officer Jon Adkins,
left, with his little brother, Cuba.



SafeHope is looking to
get donations and grant
money for a considerable
remodel of the old Harvey
County Health building at
816 Oak St., which the
group purchased from the
county last year. 

The organization pro-
vides services for those af-
fected by domestic and
sexual violence, and it's
now looking to get the lo-
cation in shape to house
offices as well as providing
housing for its customers. 

SafeHope Director Jan
Jones spoke about some of
the plans at a Harvey
County Commission meet-
ing held Monday during a
discussion of a federal
grant the organization was
applying for. 

Jones said the Emer-
gency Solutions Grant
would be for $371,498 dol-
lars and require a total
match of funding from the
SafeHope Organization.
That grant would pay part
of a remodeling projected
of the building estimated
at $1.8 million.

The federal grant money
would have $250,000
spent on remodeling the
Oak Street Facility to
allow SafeHope to house
residents at that building
and transition from the
current shelter it operates.

“We went with this
amount because the board
said, ‘How can we get into
Oak Street without a huge
cost for us but make it
work,’” she said. “If you go
further, we'd be talking
about building on. In order
to increase the building’s
capacity without compro-
mising structure, this is
what we could put into it.”

The money would pay to
provide rooms and living
facilities for victims of sex-
ual abuse and domestic vi-
olence. It would also
include additional win-
dows in the facility, alarm
systems and ADA accessi-
ble bathrooms. 

“Right now we're able to
only house 10 people in
our current shelter,” she
said. “We'll be able to shel-
ter 18 to 24 people in the
new building.”

The organization is also
looking to put in fencing
and green space around
the property. 

Jones said, in future
years, renovations would
open up more bedrooms to
be able to house up to 36
people in the shelter. 

“Our shelter has served
us well the last 18 years,”
she said. “When funding
went down, we put money
into direct service and not
our building. The change
for us hasn't changed. The
need that we're providing
for will be no different.
We're increasing some bed
space but all that we'd
need. Right now we're ac-
cessing federal funds to
pay for Harvey County
needs.” 

Other funding from the

grant would
go to pay for
the day-to-
day opera-
tions at
SafeHope as
well as
staffing. 

There will
be a capital
campaign that follows for
additional renovation,
Jones said. SafeHope can
also apply for the grant on
an annual basis. 

The county commission
approved SafeHope mov-
ing forward with the grant
application. 

In other news:
Commissioner Chip

Westfall wanted to remind
readers that it's May, and
those who pay second-half
property taxes have until
May 10 to pay them. “You
will not receive a second
notice on that,” he said.
“We've already sent them
out.”

The county will be auc-
tioning off properties to
pay off back taxes and
liens on May 31. Informa-
tion on the properties in

question to be auctioned
off will be available on the
county website

County Administrator
Anthony Swartzendruber
said the county has re-
ceived information back
from its Homeland Secu-
rity evaluation, and
Swartzendruber is putting
together a safety commit-
tee of county employees to
look over the findings and
give recommendations.
Swartzendruber said even-
tually his office will give a
report on their findings.
He said currently the
county has been checking
panic buttons and existing
security measures at the
court house. 

The county commission
reappointed Carolyn
Schwab to the Harvey
County Parks Advisory
Board. 

Pastor Vern Bender at-
tended the county commis-
sion meeting to thank
them for allowing the use
of the lawn for a National
Day of Prayer, the 34th
annual event held at the
county court house. He

asked if he could put
signs in the county lawn
advertising the event
without risk of damaging
the lawn, which he was
told he could. 

“We want to show our
appreciation and coopera-
tion by appearing here
this morning and compli-
ment you on the well-kept
lawn out there,” he said.
“It looks very invitational
to the city.” 

The Harvey County
Sheriff's Office will be
recognized along with
staff members Robert
Guest Brandon Huntley
for their role in the Excel
Shooting by the Kansas
Association of Chiefs of
Police.

Emergency Communi-
cations Manager Gary
Denny said the average
rainfall for the Wichita
area in April is 2.59. Last
month it had 7.8 inches. 

The meeting ended at
10:05 a.m. There were no
executive sessions.
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All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

4:00pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:00am Sunday School

9:45 am Fellowship
10:30am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship

10:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel A.M.E.
Church

711 E. 11th Street
9:45am Sunday School

1:30pm Worship

Hillcrest Community
Church - A

Foursquare Church
431 W. 12th

9:30am Cafe Connect
10:30am Worship

Iglesia Del Nazareno
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible
Church

900 Old Main
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship”

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass
10:30am Sunday Mass

6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship
11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Hillsboro Free Press
116 N. Main

Hillsboro
620-947-5702

www.hillsborofreepress.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
http://thecreationstation.

vpweb.com

701 Cafe
701 N. Main St, Newton

(316) 804-4573
www.701cafe.com

Special thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

If you would like to become a sponsor of the Newton
Area Church Directory, please contact Shannin Rettig at

shannin@harveycountynow or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

Patrick Charlsen

Family Owned, Locally Operated, Customer Valued

800-279-8207 / 316-804-4946
ww.charlseninsurance.com

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114

If you can
DREAM IT,
We can 
BUILD IT! 1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114BUILD IT!
We can 

DREAM IT,
If you can

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

County hears SafeHope remodeling plans
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Westfall

Find more news
at harveycountynow.com!

Open House 
Sunday, May 7, 2-4
1012 Trinity Dr., Newton, KS 

3 BED 2 BATH RANCH STYLE 
W/ ATTACHED 2 CAR GARAGE.

Open House Open House Open House 

W/ ATTACHED 2 CAR GARAGE.
3 BED 2 BATH RANCH STYLE 

1012 Trinity Dr., Newton, KS 
Sunday, May 7, 2-4
Open House 

W/ ATTACHED 2 CAR GARAGE.
3 BED 2 BATH RANCH STYLE 

1012 Trinity Dr., Newton, KS 
Sunday, May 7, 2-4
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If you have done nothing
wrong, then you have nothing
to hide, except your own fun-

damental right to privacy. 
I often force myself to read Face-

book comments posted on TV news
articles to force me to look at per-
sonal blind spots I have, since I
usually deal with our well-in-
formed readers. 

This week I read the comments
about a proposed New York law al-
lowing police to search cell phones
without a warrant of anyone they
suspect of using a phone while
driving.  

I saw the same phrase repeated
over and over: if you have done
nothing wrong, you have nothing
to hide. 

We wrote an editorial recently
regarding the dangers of cell
phone usage in cars. It is a danger-
ous problem, and it makes sense
that lawmakers would want a so-
lution. I don't have a problem with
the law or spirit of the law. 

I didn't take issue with the law
but with the justification some
people used to support it. People
complained about privacy issues
and others answered: if you've
done nothing wrong...

There've been no shortage of au-
thoritarian governments, and sup-
porters of such ideologies that
have uttered such phrases for his-
tory. And, of course, a person who
totally submits to authority, even
in an authoritarian rule, has little
to worry about. 

But in America, we have a right
to privacy. The Bill of Rights sup-
ports the right that's repeatedly
been upheld by the Supreme
Court. 

The Fourth Amendment protects
us from undue search and seizure.
Authorities cannot go through our
private items without a warrant
provided by a judge or probable
cause. 

If our founding fathers sub-
scribed to the “If you're doing
nothing wrong” way of thinking,
they would have never established
such a right. 

But our founding fathers under-

stood life under more authoritar-
ian government.

During their time, English taxes
on American goods grew high,
which encouraged a good amount
of smuggling. England began
using broadly worded “writs of as-
sistance,” allowing custom agents
to enter any private property they
wanted, interrogate who they
wanted, take the property they
wanted, all as long as they could
say the person was believed to be
in possession of smuggled goods.

So our founders tried to protect
against such oversteps, because
they believed a few smuggled
goods posed less of a risk to a soci-
ety than an authoritarian govern-
ment.

We can't be forced to testify
against ourselves, we have protec-
tions against search and seizure,
and as citizens, we're all guaran-
teed due process and protection.
These aren't ideas. These are part
of our founding documents.

This is sounding like civics class,
but I'm highlighting the work
we've put in as a country to protect
the rights of privacy of our citi-
zens. 

The principal behind protecting
privacy isn't to protect criminals
from authorities. It's to protect cit-
izens and their wellbeing from
their own government. 

I'll push the “If you have noth-
ing to hide idea” further still.
Would you like to be randomly cav-
ity searched for drugs? They exist
in our community. If you have
nothing to hide, well... 

Or as our activities in the bed-

room seem to be political issues,
how about a camera on all of our
beds, so our government can
makes sure we're doing things
right. If you have nothing to hide,
well... 

And I'm sure we all pay taxes on
Internet purchases. We should
have our entire buying history au-
dited to make sure we're not all
committing tax fraud.

The nothing to hide idea is
based in people’s social norms and
what changing opinion deems is
necessary for the public security.
The problem with the human con-
dition sometimes is it's willing to
put up with a lot under fear or
duress. It's why we don't see spon-
taneous revolutions in every dicta-
torship in the world.

So with this cell phone idea, I'm
sure it would start off well inten-
tioned. A person causes a wreck,
police look to see if the person was
using a cell phone and the legal
system proceeds accordingly. That
process already exists. If police be-
lieve there's probable cause for the
usage of the device, they can get a
warrant to access cell phone
records. 

But with a convenient loophole,
soon a car touching a center line or
speeding gets their phone checked.
Or a tinted window or outdated
tag. Today, we have broad applica-
tion of public forfeiture laws, al-
lowing law enforcement to take
any property it gets a civil court to
rule was involved in a drug crime.
With those broad applications, a
person's cell phone history quickly
becomes a great piece of evidence
to get a hold of a $30,000 pickup.
It gives incentive to violate privacy
with a broad net to find a few in-
stances of crime and profit from
those instances. 

The situation would be no differ-
ent than England's original abuses
the Fourth Amendment was cre-
ated to prevent. 

This is a slippery slope argu-
ment, I understand, but we've
been on a slippery slope, eroding
our rights for a long time. 

American penchant for authoritarianism distressing

Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

County rehabilitation
services programs worthy

of support

Ifound it last night. It was like
a glimmering Holy Grail
amongst the mess, the extreme

mess in my new home. It was the
can opener.

For the past week, I've been
moving from one home to another
while trying to squeeze work in be-
tween. You know how it is—every-
thing's everywhere when you first
move. Things you take for granted
being in one place are no longer
there, because the “there” has
moved. I'm moving to a bigger
home because it's off the ground
floor where I live, and I get more
space.

Monday was a crazy day for me
this week. I had basically four in-
terviews or events I had to cover
that day. That many in one day
can be a bit stressful. Three of
them were back to back—at 4:30
p.m., 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

I also had an appointment at 8
p.m. for some volunteer work,
which took longer than I thought
it would, but that was fine. It
needed to be that long, and I
helped some people.

I finally got home around 9:45
p.m. I was ready to cook dinner. I
had my ground pork and three
cans of green beans ready to be
turned into curry. I knew where
those were. I wanted to make a de-
licious curry and finally get a
happy tummy. 

And then, “Oh, crap.” I had no
idea where the can opener was.
And then I recalled my son, Andy,
saying, “Mom, I put a bunch of
kitchen things in this trash can.”

Maybe it was there. First, I
needed to find the small black
trash can that might hold the key
to unlock my dinner. It was on the
kitchen counter. So, I dug through
the many kitchen items and other
stuff that had been in my junk
drawer. There it was at the bot-
tom.

I've never been so glad to see a
can opener. Sometimes, it's the lit-
tle things. My sons would call this
First-World problems.

I opened all three cans. I made
my curry. I found I might not have
enough curry, but then I found
three containers of the spicy pow-
der in a cupboard. I had sour
cream to counteract the spiciness
of the warm food. I was ready to
eat. I took a few bites.

Then the phone rang. It was my
wonderful boyfriend. We talked a
while. He was tired, since he gets
up around 5 a.m. each morning
and works a lot of hours. He also
runs several miles a night.

Then I was ready again to dine.
Usually, my eating involves my lit-

tle Chihuahua sitting there star-
ing at me while I eat. I know that's
my fault. I've trained her to sit
there and stare, since I give her
morsels and let her lick the bowl
when I'm done. Sometimes, she
stands on her back legs, just star-
ing.

I was so glad to rest, but my day
wasn't over. Since we put the
paper together on Tuesdays, I
needed to write at least three arti-
cles that night. So after I ate, I
took a little rest time, and then
wrote three articles, one after the
other. I finished at 12:15 a.m.
Whew.

Today, which is Tuesday, I only
had one more article to write, plus
this column, and then I needed to
gather obituaries and lay out New-
ton Now and some of The Hering-
ton Times.

Oh, and did I mention I have no
Internet yet? I have to wait until
Thursday. Eeek. More First-World
problems.

Sometimes my days can be
crazy, but I've just learned to go
with the flow. Sometimes we get
the perfect storm of many things
happening at once and just have to
deal with it. I'm glad it doesn't
happen every day.

Wendy Nugent is the features ed-
itor at Newton Now and editor of
Harvey County Now. She can be

reached at 316-281-7899 or
wendy@harveycountynow.com. As
she writes this, she's hungry and

wants to go eat some of that curry
she made last night.

A perfect storm rains on Monday

The word penitentiary perhaps conjures up images of
stark, tall, gray walls of a looming building. And at least
razor wire. 

That's by design. During an era of prison architecture,
the idea was to make as looming and imposing buildings
as possible as a way to deter people from committing
crimes. 

Prison sentences and punishments act as a way of de-
terring other members of the public from committing
the crime.  

But in the name penitentiary, there's the word “peni-
tent,” which serves as a bit of a clue to a different design
for a prison. A penitentiary was originally a creation of
enlightenment thinking that was meant as a humane
place for criminals to spend their time doing penance,
working and contemplating their crimes. In the 1820s
there were prisons in the United States such as Eastern
State Penitentiary, which had a goal of rehabilitating its
prisoners, a fairly progressive idea at a time when pub-
lic punishments as well as executions, both legal and ex-
tralegal, were common throughout our forming country. 

Such ideas fell apart relatively quickly, as costs were
high, and more and more prisoners were crowded into a
single location, eventually turning Easter State Prison
into a pretty infamous place. 

We find ourselves in a similar position today when it
comes with dealing with criminals. Ideas of rehabilita-
tion often fall to the wayside with measures such as
mandatory minimums leading to jail overcrowding or
private jails which profit from the state and have an in-
terest in continued recidivism. 

So with all this in mind, we'd like to recognize the
Support Services of the Harvey County Detention Cen-
ter for their work with inmate rehabilitation and the
sheriff's office for supporting the work. They serve as an
exception to the rule. 

Last week we ran a story highlighting the support
services group, which provides high school education
classes, family parenting classes, addiction services,
spiritual services and other initiatives aimed an helping
those in the jail have a better chance of employment
after leaving. 

And after leaving, they have the opportunity to con-
tinue that learning at a building owned by the Friends
of the Harvey County Emergency Response Team.

Such services do take financial support, but their aim
is high and worthy: ending the cycle of crime by refor-
mative measures as opposed to only punitive measures. 

That sort of effort works to address the causes of
criminal behavior instead of responding to the behavior. 

It's sort of like fixing a leak in your tire when you no-
tice it, instead of letting the problem persist until
there's a blow out on the side of the highway. 

We are happy we have a group within the community
to highlight that is doing the work to help out those in
our community who others often throw aside or dis-
credit. 

We in this paper talk a lot about crime being a prob-
lem in the community. We advocate for a stronger drug
task force to target those dealing hard drugs and driv-
ing violent crimes. That's important, too. But rehabilita-
tion should always have a place at the table when we
discuss crime prevention.

A rehabilitated addict saves visits to the county jail
for things like property theft or possession. 

A person learning parenting skills results in better-
cared-for children in the community.

A person who gains their degree and job skills means
someone who has additional tools outside of crime to
turn to to pay the bills. 

Sure, the support services programs will likely never
be 100 percent effective.

But, as we see with many regular offenders, they do a
stint in jail, they get out, and they commit a crime
again. 

There are two options: either pay each day to lock
them up for a longer time or try to change the behavior. 

We, and the taxpayers, should likely prefer the reha-
bilitation side in the case of minor crimes.

So kudos to Jason Reynolds, who leads a lot of the re-
habilitation efforts, to all the members of the commu-
nity who volunteer or help at the jail with
programming, and to the sheriff's office, who supports
such programming. 

While the programming does exist at the federal or
state level, Reynolds said that commitment is not com-
mon on a local level, and we think such an uncommon
program and contribution in the county should be high-
lighted as well as supported. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board
MANAGING EDITOR

ADAM STRUNK

WENDY’S WORDS

WENDY NUGENT

Women of the Year committee says thanks
On behalf of the Newton Area Women of the Year Ad-

visory Committee, I want to thank a few of the many
people who made the 2017 Women of the Year Celebra-
tion a successful event.

We were able to honor Jennifer Koontz, Angie Tatro,
and Dede Trumble at our brunch. We celebrated a 61-
year tradition in the Newton community of honoring
outstanding women who have given freely of their time
and talents and, as a result, have made our community
a better place to live. 

We especially want to thank our 2017 sponsors: The
Citizens State Bank, Newton Medical Center, First
Bank of Newton, Conrade Insurance Group, Dr. Kent R.
Bradley, Midland National Bank, and Drs. McKinney,
Simmonds, & Simmonds. We appreciate our in-kind do-
nations from Flowers by Ruzen and Designs by John.  

We give special thanks to those members of the com-
munity who wrote nominations and letters of support
for many worthy women nominated for this recognition.
We also thank our judges who selected the 2017 hon-
orees; judges remain anonymous and impartial. 

We also thank the Meridian Center for helping to host
this event. We appreciate the Meridian Center staff for
making this a delightful occasion. 

The Newton High School Drama Troupe, led by
Michael Parker and Donna Woolery, inspired guests
with “Sister Act” selections, reflecting this year’s theme
from Mother/Sister Theresa. 

In conclusion, we thank the Newton media for the ex-
cellent coverage of our selection process and coverage of
our honorees. 

We live in a caring community that has many women
deserving of this honor and we look forward to continu-
ing our tradition for years to come.  

Ann Adrian
Chairperson of the 2017 WOY Advisory 

Committee See STRUNK / 7
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South Dakota is pretty great.
Now, I am not sure how
many people have written

those words who weren't from the
Dakotas, but I am here to tell you,
South Dakota is great. 

Why? 
I love newspapers, and South

Dakota does, too. Both Dakotas
are mostly comprised of family
owned newspapers that are strong
pillars of their community. There
aren’t a lot of hedge-fund-owned
papers up north. 

My wife, Lindsey, and I learned
that when we made the 10-hour
drive north on 81-highway toward
Alberdean, S.D., for the Dakotas
Press Conference, an every-other-
year joint conference between
North and South Dakota, last
weekend. 

When we arrived, we were
greeted with smiles.

I was especially excited to catch
up with our International Society
of Weekly Newspaper Editors
(ISWNE) friends Tim, Mary, and
Jeremy Waltner (they do incredi-
ble work in Freeman, S.D., and
Tim was largely an inspiration to
Lindsey and me to develop our ed-
itorial and opinion sections early
in our career. They rock.).

Catching up, I found that con-
versations were lively around me.
People were happy. They seemed
excited. 

The excitement followed into
the next day as the conference re-
ally got going. This wasn't like
what everyone says a conference
of newspaper professionals should
be. 

Shouldn't I be seeing frowns,
tons of wrinkled old faces waiting
to die, and hear nothing but com-
plaints? Isn't the newspaper craft
dying and only for old people? I
seem to read that all the time. 

Not in North and South Dakota,
it isn't. I am willing to bet many
family-owned publishers and the
journalists who work under them
would agree. 

We considered packing up early
on Saturday morning, but I
wanted to stick around and hear
the breakfast session they had
planned.

The panel discussion featured
four publishers from South and
North Dakota newspapers and
was titled: "Real news is our busi-
ness. But will our business still be
real in 10-years?"

The aforementioned Jeremy
Waltner was one of the publishers
on the panel, as were three others
I didn't know well.

I was surprised by the topic.
Everyone seemed jovial and I
heard no real complaints about
the future of journalism the whole
time I was in South Dakota, up
until then of course, so the title
seemed odd. 

Things became clear once it
started. The panel talked about
loss in population in rural areas
and the struggle maintaining cir-
culation during that loss—a fair
topic for anyone in a rural area
and not germane only to newspa-
pers, either. 

Struggles with digital growth
was brought up, as was the con-
stant struggle with rural postal
service, but when the floor was
opened up, my friend, Tim Walt-
ner, raised his hand, looked at me,
and told the crowd about me: a 32-
year old who was intensely opti-
mistic about the future of our
industry. He handed the mic to me
and asked me to speak about what
we were doing in Kansas. 

Not prepared and recovering
from staying up late the night be-
fore, I managed a few thoughts. 

I said nothing all that interest-
ing or ground breaking. It wasn't
about me or what I said but about
the reaction after I spoke that had
me excited. In particular was an-
other young publisher who talked
about just buying up a paper and
how she was excited for the future
and the opportunities it holds. She
was seeing growth in her market. 

More followed, and the discus-
sion ended very positively with
the most important comment of
the morning, in my opinion. 

Jeremy grabbed the mic—he’s
also a young publisher, by the
way—and told the crowd what
everyone should have been saying
from the beginning. 

He said the discussion was well
and good, all important stuff, but
the most important thing, and it
isn't said enough at these things,
is that content will win eyeballs.
Write really good content, package
it in a pleasing way, and charge
for it. If you do those things, peo-
ple will pay for it and it won't
matter if it is digitally or in print.
People want content they can't get
elsewhere, and they want it to be
good—really good. 

Jeremy hit it on the head. South
Dakota is lucky to have such a
bright dude. 

The reason people from South
Dakota were largely happy that
weekend, despite a few things
here and there, was they put out
really good content, they package
it in a pleasing way, and they
charge for it. They do that
through local ownership, which is
active in the communities they
serve. That doesn't seem like
rocket science to me.

Joey Young is the majority
owner of Kansas Publishing Ven-

tures which publishes Newton
Now. He can be reached at: 

joey@kspublishingventures.com

Dakotas a good example of local journalism

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week.

Letters are due by noon on Monday before publica-
tion and must be signed with the writer’s name, address
and phone number for verification purposes. Only the
name and hometown will be included in the printed let-
ter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

May is binge month
on Netflix

“If I’d danced with the Shadow,
who knows? Maybe others would’ve

joined us. Maybe they would’ve
danced their hearts out, thanked

us for getting them up on their feet
and vowed they’d never forget us.”

—Sharon Randall

In western Maine, on a piece of
ground among 12 acres, sits a
picturesque 210-year-old New

England bed and breakfast serv-
ing its guests everything from hot
breakfasts in a gourmet dining
room to golden sunsets from a
screened-in, wrap-around porch.
Across the road, loons flock onto
Kezar Lake at its resting point at
the foothills of the Presiden tial
Range of the White Moun tains. 

Picturesque must be an under-
statement. Who wouldn’t want to
call that location their own? 

The innkeeper is stepping away,
but she’s not selling. She’s giving
it away, sort of. For 200 words and
$125, someone (a one in 7,500
chance) will own it. In 1993, she
took possession by writing the
most convincing 200-word essay
on why she was the ideal person to
own and run the bed and break-
fast. 

Now, 22 years later, she’s ready
to hand it over to someone else in
the same way. The cumulative
entry fees will provide her the
value of the inn, and one lucky
winner will take the keys. 

I wrote an essay. I think it was
convincing. I had to be creative,
since I’ve never overseen a bed
and breakfast. (I stayed in one
once. Super cappuccino.) I’ve never
worked in food service. (Outside of
a three-night stint as a truck-stop
waitress.) I’ve never been to
Maine. (In all fairness, neither
had the current innkeeper.) 

But before I bought a stamp,
these facts, combined with an in-
terview given by the current

innkeeper referencing 120 dinner
guests on a good night, stacks of
waffles made at the crack of dawn
daily and something about 20 hour
days, steered me back into
reality.  

Yes, I wrote an essay. It seems
that’s the part—along with that
storybook New England setting—I
was interested in. I might have
mailed it. But I didn’t.

One of my favorite quotes,
which I share often, is from Sue
Monk Kidd, who is stopping in Wi-
chita next month on a new book
tour. (Bucket list author—check!)

In her novel, “The Mermaid
Chair,” she said, “I had never done
anything that took my own breath
away, and I suppose now that was
part of the problem—my chronic
inability to astonish myself.”

I’ve been increasingly preoccu-
pied with the act of not doing, and
what it means to miss out on
chances. Is it because I’ve never
been to Maine? Or entered a con-
test to win a house built in 1805?
More likely, it’s because I have a
daughter approaching adulthood,
with a string of chances laid out in
front of her. And because the past
few years have landed me in an
unexpected position in my own
spot of that same “hood.” 

If the right chance comes up,
will we even recognize it?

Columnist Sharon Ran dall
wrote about her split second deci-

sion to turn down a simple re-
quest. A hand extended to her over
loud live music at a small club—
an invitation to dance. Her
thought, “What would people
think?” Her answer, “No.”

“Here’s the thing,” she said, “
Nobody else was dancing. If I
dared to be different—to get up
and dance while everyone else
stayed in their seats—what would
people think of me?”

For dances of all kinds and for
chances big and small, we say no.
Maybe it’s never been done. Or it’s
unfamiliar. Or awkward. Maybe a
family member would have
laughed. Or an ex would have
judged. Or a friend not under-
stood. 

What if the simple moves make
the big marks? A word said, not
stifled. An offer taken, not refused.
A song danced, not sat through.

And for one in 7,500 out there
somewhere, soon...an essay
mailed, not filed.

Shelley Plett is a graphic de-
signer for Kansas Publisher Ven-

tures, which publishes Newton
Now. 

An action or non-action could change everything

PUBLISHER

JOEY YOUNG

PARTS OF SPEECH

SHELLEY PLETT

Every Friday this month, starting May 5, Netflix is
releasing new seasons of some of its greatest origi-
nal programming. That means your weekends are

about to get a lot busier, or less productive, depending on
how you look at things. Here’s a breakout of what you can
look forward to each week through the end of the month;
mark your calendars and start blocking out time now.

May 5
“The Last Kingdom” Season 2
Kicking things off, we have a little BBC series you may

not have heard of but likely will now that Netflix is a co-
producer for season two. “The Last Kingdom” is what
you’d get if you crossed “Game of Thrones” with “Vikings.”
It’s as violent as its characters and story are complex and
deep. Based on a series of novels known as “The Saxon
Stories,” the series centers on Uhtred, a Saxon noble
taken as a boy by invading Vikings and raised in their
ways, and the path he takes to regain his place among his
own people. It’s really much, much more complex than
that, and I simply
don’t have enough
words here to do it
justice. Season one
can be streamed right
now, so you have a
day to cram in eight
one-hour episodes. 

May 12
“Master of None”

Season 2
If you haven’t seen

the first season of
“Master of None” yet, you’ve got a week to catch up, and I
highly recommend you do; it’s kind of a hidden gem on
Netflix. For those of you most familiar with Aziz Ansari
for his turn as Tom on “Parks and Recreation,” I think
you’ll be impressed with how different his take on series
lead Dev is. He’s surprisingly serious and subtly funny,
and the jokes are restrained but still very much in line
with some of his standup material. If I only had one word
to describe him, “charming” would be it. The show itself
isn’t really about anything other than the meanderings of
a 30-something Millennial trying to find his way in the
world. But that’s the same thing makes it so endearing.
Seriously, check it out.

May 19
“Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt” Season 3
While this isn’t my favorite original Netflix program, I

do like it enough to include it on this list. For me, Ellie
Kemper’s Kimmy Schmidt can be a little too much for 13
episodes, and around episode 10 or 11 of the first two sea-
sons, I’ve been ready to throw in the towel. She’s great in
the role, but the character is best experienced in small
doses. But like “Orange is the New Black,” this Netflix
original has become more about the supporting cast than
the title character. Jane Krakowski and Carol Kane are
fantastic as Kimmy’s boss and landlady, respectively, but
it’s Tituss Burgess’ Titus Andromedon who’s the real show
stealer, and the reason I keep coming back.

May 26
“Bloodline” Season 3
How did things go so south for the Rayburn family in

just two seasons of “Bloodline”? Those of you already fa-
miliar with the show know exactly what I’m talking
about, and you’re probably ready to see how things can
get worse. If you haven’t seen the show yet and you like
amazing dramas, there are few better than “Bloodline,”
and I mean on any network. It’s masterful storytelling
with a fantastic cast of actors (Ben Mendelsohn, Kyle
Chandler, Linda Cardellini, Sissy Spacek) that set this
show apart from just about everything else on Netflix.
Think of it like cozying up to a juicy 800-page crime
thriller without, you know, actually having to read.

May 30 (not a Friday)
“House of Cards” Season 5
So, I have yet to watch an episode of “House of Cards.” I

know, I know. It’s a show I’m saving for some lull, vaca-
tion or extended weekend when I can power binge
through and catch up. I was simply late to the game after
the first season aired and won a million awards, and I
kept pushing the show off as season after season dropped.
Now we’re up to the fifth season, and I obviously couldn’t
tell you what’s going on. But as one of Netflix’s most-
watched and best-reviewed original programs, I’m certain
there are more than a few of you out there who will appre-
ciate knowing you’re just 25 days away from 13 all-new
episodes. 

Jeremy Jaso resides in Newton with his wife and two
children.

REWIND

JEREMY JASO

Yes, I wrote an
essay. It seems
that’s the part—
along with that
storybook New
England 
setting—I was
interested in.

My grim outlook on the
abuses of privacy laws is
not a commentary on law
enforcement. These people
are mostly good people
who do their jobs and do
what they're asked,
whether it's to fight crime
or find revenue. 

It's instead a commen-
tary on the existence of
mankind. You give a per-
son a tool, and they will
use it. They will use it in
the most effective way to
reach an objective. If it's
digging a hole, the stone
becomes a shovel. If it's
cutting down a man, the
stone becomes a knife.

We as American people
must continue to be vigi-
lant about giving authori-
ties more and more tools
to control our lives in ex-
change for safety and se-
curity. 

Or one day we'll have
nothing to give away and
realize our freedom was
never endangered by a for-
eign threat or a domestic
problem but from our own
citizens willfully and igno-
rantly handing freedoms
over and saying, “Thank
you.”

Adam Strunk is the
managing editor at 

Newton Now. He can be
reached at 

adam@harveycountynow.c
om or 316-281-7899.

STRUNK
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reason for that.
“Most of these are my

hobbies, which is nice,” he
said, adding he loves to
run and thinking critically.

Brown, who said he’s a
long-distance runner, com-
petes in anything from the
800 meter to 3200 meter,
and in cross country, he
runs five kilometers. He
also was Second Team All-
AVCTL and placed 33rd at
5A state in cross country
out of 105 runners in late
October. He said he ran
the 5K in 17 minutes 19
seconds, which was a per-
sonal best.

To letter in academics,
Brown said one needs at
least a 3.5 GPA, and a stu-

dent can get bronze, silver
or gold. Brown received a
gold recognition, since he
has a 4.6 GPA. 

“I’m one of four kids at
the high school who take
AP calculus,” he said.

In band, Brown is on the

drum line for marching
band, and during the win-
ter and spring, he can be
found in the brass section
for pep and concert bands,
where he performs on the
trumpet.

“I’ve always enjoyed in-
strumental music,” he
said. “I’ve been in band
since the fifth grade. Being
able to play two different
instruments allows me to
get a little bit more out of
it, which I enjoy.”

Debate is something else
Brown enjoys. This year,
he qualified for nationals
for public forum debate,
which will be this summer
in Birmingham, Ala. He
also qualified for nationals
last year, but he was in
Germany at the time, so he
wasn't able to go.

“Cannot be in two places

at once,” he said.
Debate has helped him.
“It’s taught me not only

to have better social skills,
but I feel the people in it
and the environment that
it creates allows for the
best possible outcome in
and outside of competi-
tion,” he said.

Since students can’t let-
ter in a language, Brown
received the next best
thing, which was an award
that allows him to study at
any technical school in
Germany for free, not that
he will, his dad, Jim,
added.

A technical school in
Germany is like a college
but not at the level of a
university, Brown said.

Brown doesn’t get actual
“letters” for every letter he
earns. He has one letter

“N” on his letter jacket,
and then the other letters
are represented by pins.
His jacket is a bit weighted
down with pins.

Using all this talent,
Brown has a couple of ca-
reer goals in mind.

“My ultimate goal is to
be a pediatrician,” he said,
or to go into something in
politics. Eventually, he’d
like to run for office. “I
think that would be some-
thing that I would enjoy.”

Brown said he’s not
doing all of this for atten-
tion or the spotlight.

“I don’t do this for atten-
tion, and I do it for enjoy-
ment,” he said.
“Everything I letter in is
something I’m passionate
about. The pin is just extra
for doing something that I
enjoy.”

LETTERS
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Erik Brown rests after competing at the state cross country meet in the
fall in Lawrence.

The district paid the group to proj-
ect the growth and demographics of
the school district for five years in the
future. The RSP group works across
the country and claims a 97 percent
accuracy rate.

Schwarz said that the largest
growth would come along the grade
school lines.

Projections show a 4.5 percent
growth in student population, and
those projections would put district
enrollment to 3,200 students, 164
below district capacity.

“Is it over simplistic to say looking
at redrawing boundaries would elimi-
nate some of the overca-
pacity of our centers,”
School Board Member
Renee Erickson asked.
“We have the capacity
district wide.”

Schwarz said that re-
drawing boundaries,
something the district
discussed doing with a
bond issue, could help
with spacing as well as moving to a K-
5 and 6-8 system. He did say, however,
that the district should consider if the
current spaces it has are the right
kinds of spaces it wants for the future
needs of students.

“Because of the modeling we have,
these types of conversations can be
asked, and we can generate solutions,”
he said.

These models will likely help or
play a role should the district decide
to redraw attendance boundaries of
existing schools, but he did say com-
munity buy in would be important
when moving forward with such an
option.

“There needs to be the process
where they don't believe you've made
a magic plan,” he said.

For a more in-depth breakdown of
the demographics study, check out a
previous article on our website we did
looking at the plan.

Monday night's demographic pres-
entation didn't provide any sugges-
tions on the ongoing debate to keep
Walton Rural Life Center open or to
close it and instead build a new school
with the upcoming bond issue. 

At a three-hour meeting of the Bond
Advisory Task Force on April 26, the
group of 19 in attendance continued to
debate the Walton question but did re-
move a former bond plan from the
running of its recommendations. 

It will not recommend a plan that
would build a 7-8th grade center on
the high school campus, close Walton
and close Santa Fe Middle School. 

Reasons for moving past the plan
included the difficulty of passing a
bond that would close both Santa Fe
and Walton and the cost of the plan.

Conversation moved back to the fu-
ture of Walton and future expenses. A
Walton remodel to stay at two sections
would cost $11.7 million, according to
projections. Building a new, two-sec-
tion school would cost $15.6 million. 

However a number of committee
members refuted the price tag put on
the Walton remodel. 

The group took a vote on the Walton
issue with 12 voting to consider keep-
ing the school open in the plan ongo-
ing and seven voting to move on
without Walton. 

The vote didn't surpass the 65 per-
cent threshold the group agreed on to
move forward with an option. 

It then sat in a circle and continued
to debate what was the best solution
to that problem and how to structure
a bond issue that would pass a vote.
Some argued that closing Walton
would doom the vote. Others argued
that a high price tag would doom the
vote. 

Following the additional discussion,
the group voted again on the Walton
issue, and the vote came out the same
at 12 to 7. 

The group discussed the idea of get-
ting feedback from district patrons,
and members of DLR, the district’s
bond advisers, holding the conversa-
tion said they could poll patrons in a
phone survey about their thoughts
surrounding the bond issue and what
they thought on the future of the Wal-
ton School. 

The hope was that those answers
would provide additional insight into
bond plans. The information will be
available at the group’s coming meet-
ing. Look for a follow-up on that meet-
ing on the Newton Now website in the
coming week.

BOARD
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that showed up.”
There's one reason White-

hurst thinks he did so well.
“All I did was read the in-

structions,” he said.
Had he known what he

knows now, Whitehurst
might've made a smaller
sculpture.

“If I knew everybody was
going to do small sculptures,
I could have spent less time
on mine,” he said.

The reason he decided on
a fish as his subject was be-
cause he made a clay fish
coil pot in art class and took
first with that at the state
fair, as well as earning a
second place at a similar
contest. He decided to weld
a fish because he made one
fish, so he firmly landed on
the decision to make an-
other.

“It seemed the easiest
thing to do,” he said. “I al-
ready knew the shape of it.”

Whitehurst is in a welding
class at Newton High School
in the Career and Technical
Education Program. Every-
one in welding classes is in
the SkillsUSA Welding
Chapter at NHS. Mike Mc-
Connell is the group's ad-
viser; he's also a certified
welding instructor. Mc-
Connell said SkillsUSA is an
integral part of technical
programs, like nursing and
welding, and they conduct
SkillsUSA during class time.
SkillsUSA is a national or-
ganization.

Whitehurst was happy he
won the award.

“I liked it,” he said. “It
was really surprising. They
gave me a big box of welding
supplies and a $600 scholar-
ship. I'm not going to be able
to use it. The Army is pay-
ing for all my schooling.”

That's right. The sculptor
reports for basic training
May 22.

Because of that, he won't

be able to go to Nationals,
since he qualified with the
first-place state award, and
he has to be present to
enter.

However, the high school
senior enjoys making things.

“I like working with my
hands,” he said. “I started
with woodshop and got the
Golden Hammer Award.”

Another SkillsUSA mem-
ber and welding student,
Kadin McBee, went away
from state with a third-place
award in welding. The com-
petition part of welding took
about three hours, and it in-
volved a check of equipment
and then getting blueprints,
being given 25 minutes to
weld whatever it was using
a certain technique, like
MIG, stick welding and flux
core welding. They also had
a cutting contest. They went
from booth to booth, McBee
said, where they were for 25
minutes each. Through all of
that, welding skills were
tested, and they used differ-
ent thicknesses of metal and
welding in different posi-
tions, like vertical welding
and overhead.

McBee enjoys welding for
one reason.

“I like being able to build
things,” the senior said,
adding he started welding in
his freshman year in ag
class, and then he heard
about students being able to
get a certification through
Hutchinson Community Col-
lege at NHS in welding tech-
nology, so he enrolled in
that. 

He took Welding Technol-
ogy 1 last year, and this
year, he's taking Welding
Technology 2.

“The students are dual en-
rolled in both the high
school and HCC,” McConnell
said. “They are considered
HCC students. The welding
program is owned and oper-
ated by USD 373, but HCC
has a participating agree-
ment with the school district
to provide college training.

HCC also provides a large
amount of the funding for
these programs. I am a di-
rect employee of the school
district and am also consid-
ered an indirect employee of
HCC. So, in essence, I work
for both organizations. We
provide a curriculum that is
approved by KBOR, so it is a
college level curriculum.”

In addition to entering
contests, local members of
SkillsUSA worked on a proj-
ect for the City of Newton. 

The project involved creat-
ing 70 metal snowflakes
that will be displayed in
Newton starting in the fall.
The local chapter's presi-
dent, Tristin Carswell, also
a senior, said they're like
yard signs with metal poles
affixed to the snowflakes so
one can put them in the
ground.

“They were large, medium
and small,” he said.

The larges are 24 inches,
the mediums, 18 inches, and
the smalls, 16 inches.

Carswell said about two-
thirds of the class worked on
the metal snowflakes, which
included most of the morn-

ing class and some of the af-
ternoon class.

McBee said they were
given a picture of what the
snowflakes should look like,
and then they downloaded
that into a file. That file
went (OK, here's another
technical welding term) into
a “nest,” which allowed
them to cut six snowflakes
at a time with a plasma cut-
ter that uses an arc to heat
the air, which turns to
plasma that cuts the metal.

Because the project is
done, the city has the
snowflakes now.

Carswell enjoys welding,
as well, from both sides of a
project.

“I like being able to see
both sides of the blueprint,”
he said.

During his seventh
through 10th grade years in
school, he took engineering
classes.

“Being able to make a
blueprint yourself and turn
around and building what
you made on the blueprint—
it's a whole new way to look
at things,” he said.

WELDING
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equipment coated in rust. 
“That's not anywhere close

to an exaggeration,” she said. 
The couple’s trials and

odyssey began with a simple
scooter outing in Antigua and
Barbado's capital city, St.
John's. 

The couple planned to ex-
plore the island on a day stop
during their cruise with two
friends and perhaps grab a
drink, a bite to eat and see
the points of interest. They
had until 4 p.m. to get back,
and it was midmorning when
they rented the scooters, were
oriented on their use, donned
their helmets and hit the
road. 

Jason drove. Racquel  rode
on back. 

“We were in a foreign coun-
try driving on the left hand
side of the road, and the roads
are marginal at best; we com-
plain about the potholes
here,” the former city council
member said. “You were lucky
if you hit a stretch of smooth
concrete. There were just
barely any road or traffic
signs, and people drive like
crazy. In hindsight, we
weren't quite prepared.”

Racquel  said going up a
curve and around a hill, a ve-
hicle raced past them. 

“I think it startled us a lit-
tle bit,” she said. “We hit a
patch of sand, lost control,
bumped up into the curb and
got caught on the curb. There
was no time or way to recover.
We crashed right into a light
pole. It ejected us from the
scooter off to the left onto a
grassy rocky area.”

Both remained conscious.
Raquel's feet ankle and knee
hurt, but it was clear Jason

was injured badly.
“It was the hip area,” she

said. “He couldn't move with-
out excruciating pain. He had
a goose egg on his forehead.”

A crowd gathered around
the bleeding pair. Racquel  re-
members an American with
medical training coming by
and directing and serving as a
go-between with local medics,
who loaded Jason up on a
board and drove them to a
hospital on the island. 

They got there about 10:30
a.m. and were put into a
room. Their friends met them
at the hospital. And there
they sat. 

“An hour and a half passed
with Jason in screaming pain
before anyone stopped in,”
Racquel  said. Finally, after
she and their friends insisted
someone see him, a woman
from the billing department
stopped by who had originally
been from New York. 

“She said, ‘Have you paid
them anything?’” Racquel
said, adding that she an-
swered, no, they had not. The
woman then told her on the
island they do things differ-
ently, and they'd have to pay
$1,000 before the doctors
would even see her husband. 

So Racquel put $1,000 on
her credit card to pay the hos-
pital, and staff eventually
took a look, taking Jason to
get an X-ray. They found that
he had a broken pelvis and a
dislocated hip. She said staff
searched for the bone doctor,
who they found.

Then came more arguing
about insurance for the insur-
ance agent, before he got any
more treatment. 

“Nurse is saying, ‘We don't
have insurance done,’” Rac-
quel said. “He says, ‘We're not
worried about insurance, this
is an emergency.’” 

Racquel said they then got
the doctor and two assistants,
and they took her husband
into the room where they set
casts and placed him on the
floor. Thiesen said they in-
jected Jason with a drug that
made him feel “like he was in
another world,” held him
down and tried to get his hip
back into joint. 

“He got down there and
yanked on his leg ’til they got
it back into socket,” she said. 

As all this was going on,
Racquel knew the cruise ship
would leave at 4 p.m. With
help from her friends and
Royal Caribbean Cruise, they
packed the Thiesens’ items,
which were brought to the
hospital. 

Their friends left, the cruise
left, and there they were in
the hospital, with Jason in
traction. 

They were given a choice:
have him operated and laid
up for two months in the cur-
rent hospital or somehow get
him back to the United
States. 

“He said, ‘You'd need an air
ambulance home,’” Racquel
said. “We said, ‘Who figures
that out?’ and he says, “You
do.’” 

So figure it out they did, be-
cause while the Thiesens
were stranded in a foreign
country's hospital, they had
the help of a literal and figu-
rative boatload of insurance
agents. 

With the help of Farm Bu-
reau and their friends, they
managed to get a hold of an
air ambulance service from
the United States. The next
day, Jason was transported by
ambulance to a waiting Lear-
jet, which took them to
Florida and then to the New-
ton City/County Airport. The
couple was then transported

to Newton Medical Center. 
Racquel found out that, of

course, the insurance agency
took out $500,000 worth of
travel insurance on the trip,
which would pay for any sort
of transportation costs. The
flight alone cost $33,000.

“Farm Bureau's tag line is
we make insurance simple,
and hey, they do,” Racquel
added with a laugh. 

So back in Kansas and
greeted by family, the couple
looked a mess. Jason had not
received any vital checks in
the St. John's hospital, and
Racquel herself had broken
toes, a rolled ankle and a
sprained knee. 

“We had road rash cuts all
over us,” she said. “Nothing
got cleaned out. I'm walking
around gory as can be. It was
either get treatment for Jason
or treatment for me.”

So Jason was then exam-
ined and transported to Wes-
ley, where they did surgery,
putting in a plate and pins to
fix his injuries. He got home
to Newton on Monday and is
on a three-month recovery.

Racquel said, despite their
troubles, they are lucky that
it didn't turn out worse and
that they are now safe and
back home in Newton. 

Another person from Okla-
homa on the same cruise was-
n't so lucky and suddenly
collapsed and died a day later
on Barbados.

In the future, Racquel said
the couple plans to go on
more excursions, but perhaps
exploration trips aren't really
their scene. 

And she also gave a word of
advice.

“If there's any advice for
people going out of country on
a trip,” she said, “buy the
damn travel insurance.”

Erickson

COUPLE
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Matthew Whitehurst, left, took gold at the Kansas SkillsUSA competition in
welding sculpture. Taking third in welding is Kadin McBee. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

OBITUARIES

Thursday, May 4
TBD—Bethel Track at KCAC Championships.
1 p.m.—Wii Bowling. Grand Central.
3 p.m.—NHS Golf at Winfield.
4 p.m.—NHS Swimming at Newton
5:15 p.m.—Tai Chi. Grand Central.
5:30 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Mem-

bers and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2.
6 p.m.—May the 4th Be With You. Rogue One: a

Star Wars Story. Newton Public Library.
6:30 p.m.—NHS Soccer vs. Campus. Fischer Field.
6:30 p.m.—Newton Toastmaster Meeting. Newton

Recreation Commission.

Friday, May 5
TBD—Bethel Track at KCAC Championships.
10 a.m.—NHS Tennis at Regionals. Newton High

School.
3:30 p.m.—NHS Track at Derby.
4 p.m.—NHS Baseball at Valley Center.
4 p.m.—NHS Softball at Goddard Eisenhower.
6 p.m.—Friday Night Games. Grand Central.
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Friday Special (Bill’s

burgers, brats and ribs). Members and guests wel-
come. American Legion Post 2.

6:30 p.m.—NHS Soccer at Andover.

Saturday, May 6
TBD—Newton Downtown Car Show.
2 p.m.—Creative Writers Fellowship at the home of

Lois Preheim.

Monday, May 8
All Day—Grand Central Billiards. Four competi-

tion quality tables available for use Monday through
Friday at Grand Central.

10 a.m.—Blood Pressure Check. Grand Central.
10:30 a.m.—NHS Golf at AVCTL Championships.

Derby Country Club.
11:45 a.m.—Friendship Meals. Call (316) 283-2222

for reservation. Monday through Friday at Grand
Central.

1:30 p.m.—Golden Notes. Call at (316) 283-2222 to
schedule a performance. Grand Central.

4 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Newton Public
Library.

6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members
and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2.

7 p.m.—Beginners Square Dance Class. Grand
Central.

7 p.m.—USD 373 Board of Education Meeting.
McKinley Administrative Center.

Tuesday, May 9
10:30 a.m.—Bingo. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert.

Newton Rec. Center.
1 p.m.—Craft Handwork. Grand Central.
4 p.m.—NHS Baseball vs. Dodge City at McAdams

Park, Wichita.
6 p.m.—NHS Baseball vs. Wichita Heights at

McAdams Park, Wichita.
6:30 p.m.—NHS Soccer at Maize.
6:30 p.m.—Papercrafts and Coloring. Newton Pub-

lic Library.
7 p.m.—City Commission Meeting. City Hall.
7 p.m.—Round Dance. Grand Central.
7 p.m.—American Legion Auxiliary Meeting. Amer-

ican Legion Post 2.

Wednesday, May 10
9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.—Bethel College Life En-

richment. Krehbiel Auditorium, Bethel College.
1 p.m.—Cards/Games. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool for Women. Donation of $1

per week. Grand Central.
3:30 p.m.—Master Builders LEGOs. Newton Public

Library.
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Grill Special (Sloppy

Joes). Members and guests welcome. American Le-
gion Post 2. 

7 p.m.—Adulting 101: Dollars and Sense. Newton
Public Library.

8 to 9 p.m.—Jazz on the Green at Bethel College.

Starting in May, free events will go in the
Newton Now Community Calendar while any-
thing with paid admission will go in the
monthly Buyers Edge. If you have an event you
would like to have in the Edge, the deadline is
the last Wednesday of the previous month. To
submit events for the community calendar or the
Edge, contact Mike Mendez at mike@harvey-
countynow.com.

SEDG-
WICK—
Alvera A.
Johnson, 94,
died, Mon-
day, May 1,
2017, at Via
Christi Vil-
lage, Wichita.

She was
born Aug. 27,
1922, at Tinta, Minn., to
Barthel and Angela
(Mertes) Schoenecker.

For 30 years, she
worked as a CNA and
LPTA at Regency Health-
care in Halstead, retiring
in 2001.        

She was a member of
Sacred Heart Catholic
Church, Sacred Heart
Altar Society, both of Hal-
stead, V.F.W. Post 971
Auxiliary Newton and
Hicks-Davison American
Legion Post 268 Auxil-
iary, Sedgwick.

On March 24, 1943, she
married Robert E. John-
son at Wichita. He pre-
ceded her in death May 3,
1983.

Survivors include her
sons, Syd Johnson, Os-
wego, Robert (Alicia)
Johnson, Tulsa, Okla., Ed
(Cathy Medlin) Johnson,
Sedgwick; daughters,
Anita (Don) Holland,
Slidell, La., Pat Ropp,
San Jose, Calif., and
Marcy (Roy) Aycock,
Sedgwick; brother, Vince
(Barbara) Schoenecker,

Houston; sis-
ters, Irene
Rausch, Med-
ford, Ore.,
Marie Morrow,
Grove, Okla.,
Margie Fields,
Pearland,
Texas, and
Leona
Vierthaler,

Haven; 21 grandchildren;
and numerous great-
grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her daughters,
Joyce McGinn, and Mary
Jane Dealy; brothers, Ed-
mond, Elmer and Bart
Schoenecker; sisters,
Marcella Wilson and
Helen Doffing; and
granddaughters, Renee'
Ropp and Holly Queru-
bin.

The Rosary will be said
at 7 p.m. Thursday, May
4, and the Mass of the
Christian Burial will be
at 10 a.m. Friday, May 5,
both at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church, Hal-
stead, with celebrants
Father Dan Spexarth
and Father Jeff
Fasching.

Burial will follow at
Hillside Cemetery, Sedg-
wick.

Memorials may be
given to the Sacred Altar
Society in care of Kauf-
man Funeral Home, Hal-
stead.

ALVERA JOHNSON
P. Jean

Hicks, 83,
died Satur-
day, April 29,
2017, at her
Newton
home.

Born Sept.
19, 1933, to
Vira Meador
Winsted and
Floyd Harlan Winsted,
Jean grew up on the farm-
stead northwest of Sa-
tanta. Jean had two
sisters, Shirley Joan (Roy)
Carroll of Cheyenne
Wells, Colo., and Char-
lotte Joy Simpson Bowers
(Jack) of Cameron, Mo.
Joy survives.

She was a life-long
member of Satanta
United Methodist Church.

After graduating from
SHS, Jean attended Col-
orado Women’s College in
Denver. On April 6, 1952,
Jean married Russell
Hicks. Russell and Jean
farmed until 1992, when
Russell passed away.

Jean and Russell are
survived by their three
children, Sherri Rai (Tim)
Rawlins, Robert Dale
Hicks and Randall Boyd
(Vona) Hicks. Jean was
Grammy to Elysa Buss,
Adrienne Buss, Levi
Hicks, Garrett Hicks,
Nathan Rawlins and Alex
Rawlins, and several
nieces and nephews also
survive.

Jean was co-
owner and cer-
tified florist in
Love Buds, Sa-
tanta. She
moved to New-
ton in 1996,
where she
worked part
time as a floral
designer and

volunteered with Senior
Companions. At age 80,
Jean began serving
weekly meals for Harvey
County Domestic Violence
Safe House and delivering
Meals on Wheels in New-
ton. Jean got her energy
from being with people
and helping others, and
what energy she had! She
made the world a better
place through her gener-
ous gift of her time and
talents, living a life of
grace and love.

Funeral service will be
at 1 p.m. Thursday, May
4, at Trinity Heights
United Methodist Church,
with the Rev. Donna
Voteau presiding. Grave-
side committal service is
at noon Friday at the
Dudley Township Ceme-
tery in Satanta. The cas-
ket will be open prior to
the committal at the
cemetery.

Memorials are sug-
gested to the Newton
Meals on Wheel or Make
a Wish in care of Petersen
Funeral Home in Newton.

P. JEAN HICKS

JEANETTE RAE EUBANK MONTOYA
Jeanette Rae Eubank Montoya passed away Tues-

day, April 25, 2017.  
She was the daughter of R.W Eubank (deceased)

and Donna Rae Fullmer Eubank. She was born Aug. 8,
1957, in Tempe, Ariz.  

She is survived by her children, Richard Joseph
Montoya, Aubrey Nicole Montoya Wolfe and husband
Mark Edon Wolfe, Justin Alejandro Montoya and wife
Sonja Marie Frevele Montoya, and RaeLena Elizabeth
Montoya Harlow and husband Daniel Albert Harlow.
She also is survived by her sister, Traci Lynne Eubank
Anderson and husband Clint Eugene Anderson; six
grandchildren, David Jorge Dyer, Robert Lee Dyer,
RaeLena Willow Harlow, Sydney Elizabeth Harlow,
Joseph Richard Montoya, Alejandro Earl Montoya;
and a step-grandson, Nathan Seth Wolfe.  

Jeanette was a skilled seamstress who loved quilt-
ing, smocking, and making costumes and outfits for

her family. She loved trying new recipes. She was tal-
ented at many arts and crafts, like painting, jewelry
making, woodworking and crocheting. She was con-
stantly reading, and her favorite books to read were
her scriptures. She was a faithful member of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and
served in many different positions during the years.
She was a compassionate, hard-working individual
who loved her job at Prairie View, Inc., where she
worked for the last 11 years. She loved the beach,
music and spending time with her family.

A memorial service was on Saturday, April 29, at
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (LDS) in
Newton with Bishop Jeff Ellsworth, presiding. Burial
will be later in Livingston, Tenn.

Memorials are suggested to the LDS-Perpetual Edu-
cation Fund or the American Cancer Society in care of
Petersen Funeral Home.

4-30
Criminal Calls
Criminal use of a fi-

nancial card, $100, 700 E
Fourth St.

Theft of wallet drivers
license credit card, 700
Blk E Fourth St.

Arrests
Monique Gauna, 22,

Newton, domestic bat-
tery, 400 Blk SE Fourth
St

Thomas Gaede, 24,
Halstead, interference
with law enforcement of-
ficer, 600 Blk High St

Amanda Smith, 24,
Newton, aggravated bat-
tery, 300 Blk Chestnut,
Halstead Ks

Joel Torres, 30, New-
ton,  possession of nar-
cotics, 100 Blk W Eighth
St

Dekota Flasphaler,28,
Wichita, driving with in-
valid license, 1600 Blk S
Kansas

4-29
Criminal Calls
Theft of two packages

of Johnsonville Jalapeno
brats, valued at $12, Wal-
Mart, 1700 Blk S Kansas
Ave

Theft of Galaxy 7S
Edge as well as a phone
case valued at $760, Wal-
Mart, 1700 Blk S. Kansas
Ave

Arrests:
Christopher McBride,

30,  Newton, possession
of narcotic, 100 Blk W
10th St.

Melissa Loveall, 38,
Goessel,  possession of
narcotic, 1400 W Seventh
St

Sherry Dodd, 24,New-
ton, criminal threat, 1300
Blk Duncan

Ran Wells, 29, Wichita,
driving with invalid li-
cense, 1600 Blk S Kansas

Kyle Linn, 28, Newton,
warrant,  800 Blk W 12th

4-28
Criminal Calls
Burglary of $500 in

cash in the 300 Blk of N.
Meridian 

Theft of a pickup truck
and license plate valued
at $5010 in the 500 Blk
N Meridian 

Arrests:
Zachary Lemanton, 23,

Derby, possession of ana-
bolic steroids, 1300 Blk
Main St

4-27
Criminal Calls
Theft of one book and a

movie valued at $2  in
the 300 Blk N. Main

Theft of Skid Steer bat-
tery valued at $270, 500
Blk SE 36th St

Property damage, lock
and window seal, $18,
400 Blk W Fifth St.

Arrests  
Nicholas Cannon,23,

Newton, DUI 100 Blk E
Fourteenth

Charity Kelter, 39,
Newton, DUI, 1100 Blk
Washington Rd

Marcus Hamm,52, Bat-

tery, 600 Blk Se Fourth
St

4-26
Criminal Calls
Burglary from a motor

vehicle of a Hammer
Drill, Socket Sets and
Milwaukee drill with a
total value of $1,380 in
the 500 Blk W Fifth St. 

Shoplifting of a pack-
age of Riesen Candy val-
ued at $5 at 300 Blk
Main St

Tabitha Rosencrans,
33, Newton, possession of
narcotic, 100 Blk S Ash

Arrests:
Caleb Herrod, 25, New-

ton, warrant, 600 Blk SE
Third St

4-25
Criminal Calls
Destruction of door

handle, 1700 Blk N
Poplar, $250

Arrests:
Cody Archie, 26, New-

ton, theft, 700 Blk W
Twelfth

Tanner Albright, 21,
Newton, possession of de-
pressant, 1200 Blk Alli-
son

Marshal Swanson, 53,
Peabody, driving with in-
valid license, I-135 MM
30

Kenorris Drummond,
23, Newton, Operating
car without required in-
terlock device, 3500 Blk
S Duncan

Sulvia Alexander, 27,
Wichita, warrant, 100

Blk Elm St Wichita
Douglas Eden,35, war-

rant, Peabody, 200 Blk
National Ave Fort Scott

Alana Payton, 28, Wi-
chita, theft, 1700 Blk
Wal-Mart

4-24
Criminal Call
Criminal use of finan-

cial card with loses val-
ued at $211, 100 Blk W
12th St.

Theft of batteries and
destruction of door latch
with loses valued at
$835, 400 Blk Windward
Dr

Arrests
Tyla Powell, 25, New-

ton, Domestic battery, S
Kansas/E Second St

Quentin Bonham, 31,
Wichita, warrant, 1700
Blk SE Highway 54 El
Dorado

Andrew Rivera, 33,
Newton, warrant, 100
Blk E Sixth St

Cassandara Roberts,
33, Peabody, warrant,
100 Blk W Elm St Wi-
chita 

Kelsey Harris, 28,
Newton, Warrant, 1700
Blk Highway 54 El Do-
rado

Michael Klingbell, 48,
Wichita, warrant, 100
Blk Elm St Wichita

4-23
Criminal Call
Theft of a Toro Lawn-

mower in the 700 Blk
Westhaven Dr.

The Newton Treble
Clef Club recently
awarded two scholar-
ships to Newton High
School graduates plan-
ning to major in music in

college. 
The scholarships went

to Katelyn Terbovich,
daughter of Melvin and
Kathy Terbovich, as well
as Ben Peyton, son of
Nancy Johnson. 

Payton will major in

jazz studies at the Uni-
versity of Northern Col-
orado. 

Terbovich will attend
Washburn University
majoring in flute. 

Additional scholar-
ships were renewed this

year for Shawn Bon-
trager, Matthew Garber,
Mark Kreider and Jesus
Martinez. 

Funds for the scholar-
ships come from a pri-
vate endowment and the
Treble Clef vespers.

Newton Treble Clef Club awards music scholarships
FOR NEWTON NOW

Kick in the head results in aggravated battery charges

A Halstead woman was booked into custody, ac-
cused of repeatedly kicking a Newton woman in the
head, causing a concussion.

According to Lt. Scott Powell, two women who knew
each other got into an argument at a Newton bar Sat-
urday night that turned into a verbal disturbance.
After the women departed, police accuse Amanda
Smith, 24, Halstead, of showing up at the victim's
house in Newton.

Powell said police believe Smith entered the home
and kicked the victim multiple times in the head and
face. The woman received medical treatment for her
injuries and suffered from a concussion.

Halstead Police arrested Smith, who was booked on
charges of aggravated battery.

NEWTON NOW STAFF
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Salon Help Wanted
2 positions:

Stylist (able to cut
men’s hair too!) 

& Nail Tech
Experienced & dependable. 

Call Jeanne Penner 
at 620-947-3401 
or 620-947-2248

111 E. Grand Ave, Hillsboro

Full Time Concrete Laborers 
in Newton, Kansas 

M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Previous concrete or construction 

experience is a plus but we do offer 
on-the-job-training as well.

Excellent benefits including health/ 
dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 

retirement, vacation and holidays. 
Please contact the main office at

2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 
an application or 

call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

Prestressed Concrete is seeking

If  you enjoy caring for
the elderly, come be a

part of  our team.

Diversicare of
Council Grove
has openings for

RN/LPN
Apply at dvcr.com

For questions, call Becky
Johnson, RN DON, at

620-767-5172.
Drug Free and EOE.

If  you enjoy caring for
the elderly, come be a

part of  our team.

Diversicare of
Council Grove
has openings for

CNA
Apply at dvcr.com

For questions, call Becky
Johnson, RN DON, at

620-767-5172.
Drug Free and EOE.

USD 411 is accepting 
applications for 

Custodian 
at the JH/HS.  

This person should be
available to work from

1:30 to about 6 each day
and be available to cover

evening activities.  
The candidate should
enjoy working with 

students and staff and 
display pride in helping to
keep our facilities in top

shape.  Pay is commensu-
rate with experience.  

Contact the district clerk
at smithj@usd411.org or
by calling 620-367-4601.

Goessel is an EOE. 

TEACHING 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

AT USD #410
USD #410 is accepting 

applications for the position
of 4th Grade Teacher at 

Hillsboro Elementary School
for the 2017-2018 

school year.  

We are looking for creative,
innovative teachers who…

• Embrace individualized 
learning

• Encourage problem-solving 
and forward thinking

• Promote project-based 
learning

• Build relationships with 
each student

This position could include
coaching opportunities.

Applications are available on
our website at

www.usd410.net or at our
Central Office, located at 

416 S. Date Street. 
Direct question to Carla
Harmon@usd410.net or 
call 620-947-3184, #3.

Applications accepted until
May 8, 2017.  E.O.E.

Help
Wanted:

Marion County is accepting
applications for a part time

position at the transfer
station. Fridays and Satur-
days required. Applications
are available at the county

clerk’s office.  EOE

Help Wanted:
Marion County Noxious Weed
Department is taking applica-
tions for a part time employee.
The position requires problem
solving, mechanical aptitude,
basic mathematics.  Applicant
must be willing to work with
chemicals, have a valid CDL
and desire to work. This is a
SEASONAL POSITION.  
Application and job descrip-
tion can be picked up at the

Marion County Clerk’s Office.
Position open until filled.

EOE

3RD SHIFT 
MAINTENANCE POSITION

• Blow molding machine operation and setup
• Basic mechanical and elecrical troubleshooting

• Previous maintenance experience preferred

Climate controlled work environment. Benefits. 

Drug screen required. EOE

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
Email resume to: hiring@csibottles.com or apply in

person at 220 Santa Fe, Hillsboro, KS 67063

Please contact Human Resources at 785-366-7213 or
cweis@agritrails.com for details about how to 

submit an application.

ATC, a growth oriented agricultural company in
central Kansas, is seeking the right candidate to 

fill the following positions:

• SUPINTENDENT/ELEVATOR OPERATOR 
(Carlton, KS)

• SUMMER HARVEST HELP (Multiple locations)

We offer competitive wages, an excellent benefits package 
and flexible work environment.  

Circle D Corporation has immediate openings for an experienced Production
Spray Painter. The successful candidate will have an excellent attendance
record and a minimum of 12 months of recent production experience. Highly
qualified applicants can expect excellent compensation and a benefit package
that includes company paid health and life insurance, retirement plan and
more. Apply at

Circle      Corporation
613 N. Ash • Hillsboro Ks 67063

620-947-2385

Production Spray Painter

EOE

Applications are available 
at the City Office
17 N Broadway, 

Herington.
Deadline is May 12th.

Lifeguard
Openings

If you enjoy caring for
the elderly, come be a

part of our team.

Diversicare of
Council Grove

has a full time opening
on 10p-6a shift for 

CNA
Apply at dvcr.com

For questions, call Becky
Johnson, RN DON, at

620-767-5172.
Drug Free and EOE.

Full-time & Part-time
Retail Sales Positions

Seeking individuals with people skills, dependability, and a 
good work ethic. Previous customer service or basic 

home improvement experience preferred. 
High School diploma, background check, and the ability to lift 

50-80 lbs. is required. Duties include customer service, 
stock product on shelves, and light maintenance.

Full-time position is 5 days/week, including Saturdays. 
Part-time position is 20-30 hours/week, including Saturdays, 

with flexible scheduling.

Apply in person at:
Hillsboro Hardware, 125 N. Main, Hillsboro, KS 

or email nicole@hillsborohardwareks.com to request an application

OFFICE 
PROFESSIONAL
K-State Research and 

Extension – Marion County
is seeking an 

Office Professional 
to do financial/bookeeping,

word processing, provide
customer service, etc. 
Located in Marion. 

For a position description
and application information
see: www.marion.ksu.edu or

call (620) 382-2325. 
Application Deadline: 

May 22, 2017.  
K-State Research and Exten-
sion is an equal opportunity

provider and employer.

PARKSIDE HOMES, Inc.
As we continue to grow, we are searching for 

honest, caring team members.

Healthcare Center: LPN/RN • 2-10 pm
Assisted Living: CMA/LPN • 5pm-5am

Criminal background checks run at the time of job offer. 
Parkside is proud to be a drug-free, EOE workplace.

200 Willow Road, Hillsboro, KS  67063
(620) 947-2301  •  www.parksideks.org

Administrative
Support

Prairie View is currently 
accepting applications for

administrative support posi-
tions, In Wichita & Newton.
Full & part time positions
with benefits. Excellent

computer skills with knowl-
edge of spreadsheet/word
processing programs are 

required. Additional require-
ments included: customer

service background, organ-
ized, detail oriented and able

to multi-task.
Apply at

www.prairieview.org. EOE 

Join our St. Luke Team!

Openings at St. Luke Hospital

*Part-time 

RN Night shift

*(PRN) RN Day shift  

Contact:  
Gail Boaldin, CNO

620-382-2177  Ext. 179
St. Luke Hospital and 

Living Center
535 South Freeborn
Marion, KS  66861

Apply online @ www.slhmarion.org

St. Luke Living Center

Positions Available!

*Part-time CNA; 

Night Shift

*(PRN) LPN or RN; 

12-hour shifts

Contact:  Janet Herzet,
Living Center Director
620-382-2177  Ext. 354
St. Luke Hospital and 

Living Center
535 South Freeborn
Marion, KS  66861

Apply online @ www.slhmarion.org

Tabor College seeks an 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE 
PRESIDENT OF TABOR COLLEGE 

The Executive Assistant’s primary responsibility is to provide orga-

nizational and administrative support to the President of Tabor Col-

lege and manage the office of the President. They are an

ambassador of both the President and the College to internal and

external constituents, requiring a high degree of interpersonal skills,

verbal and written communication skills, a thorough understanding

of the College’s organization, policies and procedures, organiza-

tional abilities, maturity and professionalism. Will also assist the

President with duties and responsibilities related to advancing the

college through fundraising and communications. The Executive

Assistant will work collaboratively with the advancement office.

Duties: Manage schedule, travel, calendar, and communications

for President’s office. Coordinate various presidential activities.

Serve as President’s personal office assistant. 

Qualifications: Exceptional interpersonal and political skills, ability

to organize and prioritize multiple projects independently, strong

proofreading skills, proficiency with Word, Excel, and web-based

communication, writing proficiency, must be able to maintain confi-

dentiality. Bachelor’s degree and office management experience

required. 

Full time, 12 month, salaried position
Start Date: Mid June 2017 

To apply, send resume and cover letter to:

ruthf@tabor.edu 

400 S. Jefferson

Hillsboro, KS

Line ads: $7.50 for
20 words,

then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display: 
$12.75 per col. inch 

(minimum of 1x2 
at $25.50)

Call 620-947-5702 or or email: 
natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Classified Deadline Mondays at Noon

1 Employment
Now hiring RN instructors to teach CNA &
CMA classes in rural areas. Top pay $26-
28/hr Call 316-771-7315 www.bethelhouse-
training.com 16-4tp

2 Announcements

Classes
CMA, HHA, CMA update classes online in
your area. Complete training in 2 weeks!
Call 316-771-7315 www.bethelhousetrain-
ing.com 16-4tp
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Garage Sales

MARION CITYWIDE
500 N. Freeborn St.,Marion. Saturday 8am-
11am. Toys, clothing, flooring, printer, elec-
tronics, sports memoribilia, belt buckles,
household items, kitchen items, lots of
misc. 

3 Prairie Lane, Marion County Lake. Sat-
urday. Lots of Misc.

Area Garage Sales

SAT, May 6, 8 am-??? 
111 SE 7th, Newton  

Tables, dressers, and misc. furniture. 
Foosball Table. • Home Decor & Glass Vases

Baby Furntiure/Toys/Clothes • Maternity Items
Wedding Decorations & DIY supplies.

Quilting fabric • CRAFT SUPPLIES GALORE!
Tons of random cool stuff that we like but don't 

have room for, that you might like 
and have room for!!!

P.S. 80s Ford Ranger (sold for parts), 350 engine, 
and other random guy stuff that my husband 

will finally let go of....
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3 Services
Looking for Honey Bee swarms in trees
and buildings. Call 316-836-8219. 17-8tp

4 For Rent

Homes/Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn 

• Lowest priced Satellite in town
• 24 hour emergency 

maintenance and management
services

• Located across from the 
Hospital

• Small pets welcome
• Income guidelines apply

Apply Mon-Th • 10 am-3 pm  

Clean, spacious 1 bdrm
apartments with a quiet 
patio entrance to your 

1 level apartment.

GOLDEN AGE
HOMES

has immediate openings for:

201 E. Helen St.
Herington

785-258-2510

Yard Sale! 1321 Terry Lane, Sedgwick. Fri-
day & Saturday 7am-2pm. Kids clothes
and toys, womens clothes, fireplace tv
stand, flat screen tvs.

Friday Only Garage Sale. May 5, 4-7 pm.
412 W. 1st, Hillsboro. Antique doors, trim
and screens. Adult bikes, basketball goal,
golf clubs, 4'x9' chalkboards, toys, light
fixtures. Lemonade stand for Peru mis-
sions.

2 Announcements

Moving Sale! 405 S. Ash, Hillsboro. Friday
4pm-8pm. Saturday 8am-1pm. Tools, toys,
clothes, grill, PS4 and Lots of misc.

Men's Sale- 309 Brookside Drive, Newton
Sat 8 am- 3 pm. Nuts & Bolts. Some house-
hold. Most items unmarked-make offer

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN) and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)have
purchased some of the following classifieds. Determining the value of the service or
product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-
vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals,
directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order
selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstances should you send
money in advance or give the client your checking account, license ID, or credit card
numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and
note that if a credit repair company does business only over the phone it is illegal to
request any money before delivering its services. All funds are based in US dollars.
Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Financial

Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS or
State in back taxes?  Our firm works to re-
duce the tax bill or zero it out completely
FAST. Call now 866-758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)

For Sale

WALK-IN TUBS - Save $1500 if you own
your home & it’s value is $100k+.  Free
heated seat ($600 value)  America’s Favorite
Brand!  Call 844-285-5611

For Sale

40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call
785 655 9430 or go online to
Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, availability
& Freight estimates.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Great Plains Trucking of Salina, KS is
hiring experienced or entry-level OTR Trac-
tor-trailer Flatbed drivers looking for a ca-
reer!  Our drivers travel 48 U.S. states.
We offer well-maintained equipment, and
excellent home time, compensation and
benefits package.  Contact Brett or Judy
at 785-823-2261 or brettw@gptrucking.com,
judym@gptrucking.com or online at
www.gptrucking.com. 

Misc.
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BATTERIES
for Life!  Call to start your free trial!  877-
687-4650

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions accepted.
Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or Asbestos
Lung Cancer? If so, you and your family
may be entitled to a substantial financial
award. We can help you get cash quick!
Call 24/7: 855-510-4274

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA
approved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying
your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan Modifi-
cation? Is the bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner's Relief Line now for
Help!  855-401-4513

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE &
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill-
Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

Updating your bathroom does not have to
be expensive or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call 855-324-
2317 today for a free in home consulta-
tion.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-1682 (Mon-
Fri 8am-9pm CT)

FED UP WITH CLUTTER? Get great real-
life organizing solutions that make your
life easier! www.clevercontainer.com/7695

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Internet.
High-Speed.  Available Anywhere!  Speeds
to 25 mbps. Starting at $49.99/mo. Call for
Limited Time Price!  877-578-8005 (Mon-
Fri 8am-8pm CT)

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL & IN)
(MCN)

A childless married couple seeks to adopt.
Will be hands-on mom & devoted dad. Fi-
nancial security. Expenses paid. Call Holly
& Tiger. 1-800-790-5260 (ask for Adam).
(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

Garage Sales



Runs were at a big pre-
mium in a Newton base-
ball split with Salina
South, with the Railers
winning Game 1, 2-1, and
falling 5-1 in Game 2. But
with the electric fastball
movement from pitchers
Tanner Arellano and War-
ren Dietz, tight ball
games at the end are to be
expected.

“To be honest, Tanner
didn’t necessarily have
great stuff,” head coach
Mark George said. “It was
just basically 2-seam, cut-
ter, changeup tonight. His
best pitch is his breaking
ball, and he couldn’t get it
over the plate tonight for
a strike. Warren, his best
pitch is turning into his 2-
seam and his cutter.
When you have plus
pitches like that that are
creating swing and miss
or creating soft contact,

that is a positive.”
In the first game,

locked in a 1-1 tie heading
into the bottom of the sev-
enth in spite of a tough
game defensively with
five errors, the Railers
never lost their confi-
dence. It is a loose atti-
tude Newton has had all
season that keeps the
team in ball games.

“We have a great de-
meanor,” George said. “I
know we are 4-7. But we
are not a team that sits
there and worries about
our record and worries
about anything. Right
now we are so focused on
the journey and so fo-
cused on the process of
just finding a way to im-
prove.”

El Dorado was the
perfect way for the
Newton High School

track teams to finish out
the month of April. With
168 team points, the girls
ran away with a team title,
while the boys held their
own against some tough
competition for a third
place finish as a team. 

The Railer sprinters took
full advantage of a fast
track for some big time
drops and the girls 4x100-
meter relay team turned in
the third fastest time in
the history of the state. In
the field, the throwers
turned in their usual domi-
nant performance, winning
both the girls and boys
shot put. 

And as the Railers ap-
proach track and field as a
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton senior Kailey Harris prepares to land during the long jump at the Newton Invitational on April 10. 

Leaps and bounds
Railer jumpers and hurdlers rack up points

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton senior Landon Moore comes down during the long jump at the Newton Invitational on April 10. 

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See JUMPERS / 12

See BASEBALL / 13

Newton netters
enjoying the ride

heading to regionals

On a Friday night in Newton, the Railer tennis
team is gathered around a big round table eating
and having fun together. After a second place finish
at the league tournament, the time to get together
as a team is shrinking, with only regionals and
state ahead. And for this group of players, who have
been together for a long time, that bonding has be-
come a staple that holds them together and charac-
terizes the group as a team.

“We go to Applebee’s, not on a weekly basis but as
much as we can so we can enjoy that camaraderie
with each other,” Newton senior Jordan Singh said.
“This season might be the best for it, just because
we have been playing together for so long and now
we are all on varsity together and not all split up
like years past.”

Rolling into the postseason, the Railers are com-
ing off a third place finish at state a year ago. And
though the team lost three players from their two
top-four doubles teams, the goal this year remains
the same reach for the top that has always been
there. 

“Our team goals are the same as last year,” Singh
said. “Just win a state title. That is something New-
ton has never done, and we think it would be a
great note to end on, because five of us are seniors.”

Looking for a measuring stick heading into re-
gionals, the AVCTL Div. I tournament in Newton
wasn’t a bad way to get in some top competition
against some of the best. The Railers will also host
some of the same opponents in the Regional on Fri-
day, May 5, with Maize, Salina Central and Salina
South all coming back to Newton High School.

Using league as a sort of live practice, Singh and
doubles partner Max Karst took fifth place, while
the team of Cody Murrell and Jason Wong finished
eighth. Brandon Murrell defeated teammate Pablo
Ferrer 9-6 in the fifth place match with a strong
showing in the singles bracket for the Railers. But
in spite of not having a finish higher than fifth
place at league, Newton is encouraged for the road
ahead having been up against some of the best in
the state.

“Coach wants our mindset to be that league is
just a glorified practice,” Singh said. “If you beat a
team here, it doesn’t really matter, because you are
going to have to beat them [at state] again. So that
is how we approach it. We don’t take any losses too
severe just because we know that we are going to
see them again. It is tough, because you want to do
well here, and sometimes when you don’t you think,
‘Well, how am I going to do at regionals?’ But I
think we are all mentally tough enough that we
don’t let those kinds of things faze us too much. We
know that today is just a day and then regionals is
an entirely different meet.”

With a big group of seniors and the season wind-
ing down into two more tournaments, with a finish
outside the top six at regionals meaning the end of
their high school careers, the time has come to put
everything they have learned throughout their high

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Pablo Ferrer serves in the fifth place match against teammate
Brandon Murrell during the AVCTL league meet on May 1 in New-
ton. 

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Brian Cusick races for home after
a wild pitch as the walk-off run in
a 2-1 win for Newton over Salina
South on April 28 in Newton.  

See TENNIS / 12

Dominant pitching rules the day in a split with Salina South
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com



school careers into every
point. The realization that
it is about to come to an
end is liberating in its own
way.

“You put it all out
there,” Singh said. “There
is no coming back. So you
don’t leave anything,
wishing you would have
done it this way. You just
go for it. You swing

through. I think it makes
us all play better. I have
noticed because every
meet we go to, it is the
last time we go there. It
just makes you feel like, ‘If
I am going to do anything
great, I am going to do it
today.’ Usually that helps
us play better.”

team sport, the jumpers
were doing their part in
some big team perform-
ances.

“Obviously each of us
want our own personal
PRs and to do well by our-
selves,” long jumper and
hurdler Maggie Remsberg
said. “But the way we do
this, we actually all gen-
uinely like each other, and
we are all really good
friends. We hang out on
and off the track. So when
you are not running or
doing an event, you are
cheering on the other
team member. We want to
win as a team. State, win-
ning that title is the goal.
Individually, when you do
well that is like an extra
bonus.”

Seniors Landon Moore
and Kailey Harris have
both had to go it alone in
some events this season.
Moore is the lone Newton
male in both the long
jump and the triple jump.
Harris is the only female
high jumper for the Rail-
ers. But like the entire
track team itself in New-
ton, what they lack in
quantity they easily make
up for with quality.

“We don’t have a lot of
numbers,” Moore said.
“And we don’t have near
as many athletes as other
teams do. But the athletes
we do have are tops in the
state and do a lot of dam-
age every meet. We have a
big impact against other
teams we come against.”

In El Dorado, Moore
took second in both the
long jump and the triple
jump, leaping to 16 team
points in the sand. As
most athletes start out
with the long jump and
add triple jump, Moore
started with triple jump
as a freshman and sopho-
more and picked up long
jump as a junior last year.

“I had already known
how to triple jump, and it
was like trying to relearn
how to do long jump,”
Moore said. “That was
kind of a twist on things.”

Like Moore in the sand
pits, Harris is the only fe-
male Railer competing in
the high jump. And like
Moore, she is competing to
win at the top of every
meet she goes to, includ-
ing second place in El Do-
rado. But though she is
the only one competing in

high jump, both the team
bonds and the impact of
her event in the team
standings prevent her
from being alone in the
event.

“Your ultimate goal is to
do good for yourself but
also put up points for your
team,” Harris said. “A lot
of people think track is an
individual sport. It’s not.
It is a team effort.”

As good as Harris is get-
ting over the bar in the
high jump, she is every bit
as good in the long jump
and triple jump. In El Do-
rado, Harris took first in
the triple jump and third
in the long jump, picking
up 24 points for the team,
enough to outscore two of
the girls teams at the
meet.

But where Harris is all
alone in the high jump
and triple jump, she has
plenty of friendly competi-
tion with Remsberg in the
long jump. Remsberg, like
all the other Newton
jumpers, is one of the best
in the state and is coming
off a first place finish in
long jump at El Dorado.
Finding friendly competi-
tion in an event like she
has with Harris in long
jump is nothing new for
Remsberg. She has had it
her entire life, something
that has helped drive her
to be among the best hur-
dlers in the state as well.

“I started doing Flyers
at the age of 5,” Remsberg
said. “The second I could
start hurdling, that was
kind of what I went into,
because my brother did it
and anything he could do,

I obviously wanted to do it
better. So I started hur-
dling, and I really caught
onto it.”

While Remsberg was
sweeping the 100 and 300
hurdles in El Dorado,
Newton got a win in the
100 on the Railer boys
side as well, with Jerik
Ochoa making a name for
himself. 

Ochoa and all the New-
ton jumpers are multi-
sport athletes who have
taken advantage of the
athletic skills used in dif-
ferent sports to become
well rounded. They use
track as a way to maxi-
mize those skills. Ochoa
and Moore were also foot-
ball teammates, while
Remsberg and Harris
were fall teammates on
the volleyball court. Rems-
berg played basketball as
well.

“I really want to be in
track shape for football
season,” Ochoa said. “Just
for the fact that the game
always stays the same.

The speed gets faster and
faster as you get on. It re-
ally helps in the corner po-
sition to be able to run
with those guys. Getting
burned by Kade every day
was not fun. So I am going
to try to get in track shape
for football because it just
correlates. You have got to
be fast in almost every
sport.”

With April over and
May officially here,
league, regionals and
state are just around the
corner, meaning time is
running out for the Rail-
ers to be where they want
to be. But after a strong
showing at El Dorado, the
team can’t wait for the
meets to start mattering.

“I’m pretty sure we
don’t keep track if we win
the meets or not, because
it really doesn’t matter
until league, regionals and
state,” Moore said. “Those
are the only three meets
that matter. It is like
every single meet before
that is just a practice.”
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Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

Hale's Sales and Service
804 SE 125th N
Sedgwick, Ks 67135

Ph# 316.772.5853
Fax 316.772.0043

www.halessalesandservice.com

Hale's Sales as Sales and Servicea
804 S

ww .halessalesandserwww

Fax 316.772.0043
Ph# 316.772.5853

Sedgwick, Ks 67135
804 SE 125th N

.comviceandser

Business Insurance 
Tailored For You.

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

1023 Washington Road, , KS 67114

PUBLIC NOTICE

Published in the Newton Now on April 20, 27, and May 4, 2017.

LLAMAS LAW, LLC 
111 East Seventh Street 
Newton, Kansas 67114 
PH: (316) 804-4990 / FX: (316) 854-5410 
 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF HARVEY COUNTY, KANSAS 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE MARRIAGE OF: 
DIANA MAE GRIFFIS and     Case No. 2017 DM 62 
TOBIT GUZMAN CHAGALA 
 
 

AMENDED NOTICE OF SUIT 
 
 To: Tobit Guzman Chagala and all other persons who are or may be concerned. 

You are notified that a Petition for Divorce was filed in the District Court of Harvey 

County, Kansas asking that the person filing the divorce be granted a divorce and asking 

that the court make other orders in that divorce matter. You must file an answer to the 

Petition for Divorce with the court and provide a copy to Michael X. Llamas, Plaintiff�s 

attorney, whose address is 111 East Seventh Street, Newton, Kansas 67114 on or before 

the 1st day of June, 2017, which shall not be less than 41 days after first publication of this 

Notice of Suit, or the court will enter judgment against you on that Petition. 

/s/ Michael X. Llamas 
_______________________________ 

       Michael X. Llamas #20260 
       LLAMAS LAW, LLC 
       111 East Seventh Street 
       Newton, Kansas 67114 
       PH: (316) 804-4990 

614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

JUMPERS
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Maggie Remsberg clears a hurdle in the 100-meter hurdles during Pre-State at Cessna Stadium on April 14. 

TENNIS
From Page 11

Call 
316-281-7899

to
subscribe to
Newton Now!



Needing to get a lead-
off batter on in the sev-
enth to have a chance to
manufacture a run,
Brian Cusick accepted
the challenge, seeing a
bunch of pitches before
finding one he could
drive up the middle for a
leadoff single. Sport
Tegethoff dribbled one
into the infield and was
safe at first, bolting down
the line while a South
defender fumbled to find
the bag with his foot on a
tough play to put run-
ners on first and second
with no outs. A Kaden
Davis bunt moved the
runners to second and
third with one out, pro-
viding a ton of possibili-
ties to bring Cusick
home. 

The Railers didn’t need
to swing a bat to get the
final 90 feet of the game,
with Cusick coming to
the plate on a wild pitch
for a walk-off win.

“That was huge,”
George said. “Tough situ-
ation, kid finds a way to
get on. Sport Tegethoff,
he didn’t really barrel
the ball up, but he put
the ball in play and gave
us a chance because a
strikeout does nothing
for us there.”

The ability to manufac-
ture runs is something
George knows he has to
do. And while he knows
the Railers have the abil-
ity to bang the ball
around, they really aren’t
that kind of team and
will have to find a way to
make runs happen mov-
ing runners over. While
there were a number of
sacrifices that fell short

in the doubleheader, the
team got the job done in
the seventh inning when
they needed to.

In the second game,
Newton hit the ball hard
but couldn’t find green
space for the ball to go.
But with Dietz dealing
on the mound, just like
in the first game, the
Railers gave themselves
a chance late. 

Trailing 2-0 in the
sixth inning, Jacob Lin-
denmeyer ripped a two-
out  RBI double down the
line in right field to cut
the lead to 2-1 and left
courtesy runner Davis in
scoring position with a
big bat in Arellano at the
plate. Arellano jumped
on the first pitch and
hammered it to left but
elevated it just enough to
hang the ball up into the
teeth of the wind to fly
out to the left fielder

leaving the tying run at
second. 

“Tanner, he is wanting
to make a play, and he is
wanting to produce,”
George said. “I like his
aggressiveness. The first
pitch he had, he liked it.
Probably would prefer
that he would be a little

bit better timed up on it,
but that is just how it is.”

Salina South added
three runs in the top of
the seventh to put the
game out of reach at 5-1.

“You look at Game 1,
there were a lot of times
we probably shouldn’t
have won that game,”

George said. “But we
found a way to win.
There were other times
where there were oppor-
tunities for us in Game 2
where we had a really
good chance to open it
up, and it just didn’t
work out for us.”

May 4, 2017      Newton Now www.harveycountynow.com       Page 13SPORTS

60
NEW VEHICLE

MODELS!

140
USED VEHICLES 

IN STOCK!

kranzfamily.com

� Fluids Topped Off
� Tires & Tire 
    Pressure Checked
� Alignment Checked

� Charging System 
    Checked
� Wipers Checked
� Brakes Checked

 
ALL 2017 ram 1500 crew cab slt big horn
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20% 
off

MSRP 
$22,020 KRANZ BEST PRICE $18,999

2017 jeep renegade

MSRP 
$22.290

AFTER ALL REBATES 
$14,951

2017 DODGE JOURNEY

2017 JEEP CHEROKEE

KRANZ BEST PRICE 
$19,999

MSRP 
$25,415

no appointment necessary
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Dreams can be easily exploited
They are still giving out aca-

demic scholarships right?

Recently, a pretty big stink
was stirred about a club soccer
team that gave players the op-
tion of quitting their high school
teams to train exclusively with
the club. There was a pretty big
outrage that pit club culture
against varsity high school
sports.

It raised all kinds of issues
about the motives behind some
of these club coaches. Are there
people out there preying on the
dreams of kids and their parents
of scoring a Div. I athletic schol-
arship and possibly a profes-
sional career? Everyone who has
ever grown up playing sports as
a kid has had that dream. We all
imagined ourselves playing for
our favorite colleges, competing
for a national championship. 

I had the good fortune to cover
then K-State head basketball
coach Frank Martin give a
speech for the teachers in the
Wichita School District right be-
fore the school year a few years
ago. One of the things he said
that really stuck out for me was
that people ask him all the time

if they should let their kids hang
on to those kinds of lofty, astro-
nomical goals like playing major
college or professional sports. He
said absolutely. He said that if
you have those kinds of dreams
and you truly work for them,
even if you fall short, you can
still end up well beyond where
you would have been had you
made small, uninspired long-
term goals. 

I tend to agree with him there.
I think it is good for people to
have those goals and dreams.
But along the way, beware of
people who are trying to sneak
up while your head is in the
clouds and rob you.

In a pretty big Twitter ex-
change on the subject of whether
or not there are club teams out
to take your money in exchange
for the snake oil of an athletic
dream, one person said he had a
club coach express concern over
not only his kid’s athletic load in
school, but an academic class
load that could potentially get in
the way of the club, should the
kid want to join.

If you don’t see some red flags
there, you might want to make
an appointment with an op-

tometrist. So, you want my kid
to cut back on their education in
order to focus on a future in ath-
letics? I’d say we are pretty
much done here.

I want to be pretty clear: club
sports are not bad. There are
just a few bad apples you should
be on the lookout for when you
are looking for the right one.

Because this storm all hap-
pened in the world of soccer, I
have to give a ton of credit
where credit is due. Brian Ebert
with Newton United has done a
fantastic job of providing a club
for kids in and around Newton
that will make them better soc-
cer players, while making it a
point to stay away from the neg-

ative aspects of club sports that
give them a bad name. If you are
getting into club sports, there
will be a cost, and it should be
taken seriously. But with New-
ton United, the goal is to teach
the game. Working with Carlos
Fernandez, they re-branded the
club using a train logo and the
high school colors in an effort to
tie the club into the community
and the high school rather than
stand as a separate entity,
fenced off from what happens
with the Railers. There has been
a pretty healthy relationship be-
tween the two, with both New-
ton High School and United
seeing success.

Talking to Fernandez a while
back, he talked about how ugly
the competition could be travel-
ing the country with Juventus
Newton. It became pretty in-
stantly clear what he didn’t
want the club to be. He started
working fairly quickly with
Ebert on making sure they knew
what they were about in the pur-
suit of winning and drew a clear
line they weren’t willing to cross. 

And when you are talking
about Fernandez, you are talk-
ing about a guy who is willing to

take hard work and competi-
tion seriously. This is a self-
made man who worked
tirelessly to build a multi-mil-
lion dollar company out of ab-
solutely nothing.

Full ride athletic scholar-
ships are hard to come by. They
are almost impossible. It
doesn’t mean you shouldn’t
work hard to try to achieve that
dream. But if people start de-
manding more and more of
your time—and money—until
they have it all, you might
want to get a second opinion
about how to get where you
want to go. Your high school
coaches aren’t a bad place to
start.

For their salaries, you can be
pretty sure the good ones, and
Newton is loaded with them,
are truly in the game out of a
passion for making a better fu-
ture for you, whether that in-
volves athletics or not.

Mike Mendez is the sports ed-
itor for the Newton Now and

can be reached by e-mail at
mike@harveycountynow.com

and followed on Twitter at
@MendezNewtonNow.

DROP THE MIKE
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When families wait for
loved ones in surgery, this
can be a difficult time.
They might need someone
to talk to, even if it’s just
about the weather. Per-
haps a simple conversa-
tion can help get their
minds off of what’s going
on beyond the surgery
doors, if only for a little
while. It could be a dis-
traction of normalcy to
keep them from worrying
so much.

While doctors and
nurses are busy taking
care of patients, members
of the Newton Medical
Center Association, which
used to be the NMC Auxil-
iary, help take care of
their families by giving
status updates and help-
ing visitors find various
locations in the hospital.

Cheryl Williams volun-
teers a couple of times a
month in the surgery
waiting area. She’s the as-
sociation president.

“I enjoy doing it,” she
said. “I enjoy it back in
surgery, because I feel like
I’m helping family mem-
bers through a very trying
time in their lives. I like
giving back to the commu-
nity.”

During her shifts, she
gets to the hospital
around 7:30 a.m. and
leaves when most of the
surgeries are done, which
is around 1:30 or 2 p.m.

She and others like her
give back to the commu-
nity at the local hospital
in volumes, in regard to
time and money. For in-
stance, in 2015, they gave
more than 7,500 hours of
volunteer time in a vari-
ety of positions, such as

front desk attendant, gift
shop attendant and sur-
gery waiting attendants.
The gift shop is near the
hospital entrance, and the
association runs the shop.

“Volunteers are an inte-
gral part of the NMC fam-
ily,” a pamphlet stated.
“As a volunteer, you will
have the opportunity to
make an impact in several
areas of the hospital.”

This year, through the
gift shop and other sales,
the association is giving
$19,650 to the hospital,
and they choose what the
money goes toward.

“We always want it to
directly relate to patients
in the hospital,” Williams
said.

This year, they’re pur-
chasing two chair beds for
the medical unit; wheel-
chairs, shower chairs, a
commode and wheelchair
cushions for rehab; two
end tidal monitors to res-
piratory; and $5,000 as a
matched gift for the gen-
erations unit for a garden.

In addition, the associa-
tion gives six $1,000
scholarships to people
who are directly involved
with patients and who
wish to further their edu-
cation, such as radiolo-
gists or nurses.

“We also have knitters
who knit the baby caps for
the nursery,” Williams
said, adding they knit at
home and bring the hats
to the hospital.

Right now, the associa-
tion has around 100 mem-
bers, and the board meets
four times a year with of-
ficers and committee
heads.

Anyone 18 and older
can apply to become a
hospital volunteer. Appli-
cations are at the front
desk, in the human re-
sources office or online at

www.newton med.com.
For more information, call
316-804-6113. Except for
the surgery volunteers,
who stay longer, all other
volunteer shifts last three
hours, and folks can vol-
unteer as often or as little
as they wish. There are no
dues to join or fees to pay.
One of the benefits of
being a volunteer is they
get a free lunch for each
three-hour shift.

“Anyone who volunteers
at NMC, we assume they
are members [of the asso-
ciation],” Williams said.

During the week, the
association has eight vol-
unteers work per day, and
the gift shop is their only
responsibility on the
weekends.

On Monday morning,
volunteer Arlene Klassen
was at the front desk,
making admission folders.
She said years back, she’d
volunteer in one place in
the morning at the hospi-
tal and another in the af-
ternoon.

“It was fun,” Klassen
said.

“And still is,” Williams
responded.

“Yes,” Klassen replied,
agreeing it’s fun to see
people.
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1035 SE 3rd St
Newton, KS 67114

316-283-6600
www.kschristianhome.org

Providing
SKILLED 
NURSING

and
CUTTING 

EDGE 
THERAPY
services to 
help you 
and your 

loved ones 
resume an 
active life. 

 Independent Living, Independent Living Plus 
 & Skilled Nursing Center.

Your Independent Agency since 1978

Call Us For A Custom Quote & Personal Attention

Mobility Fair
MAY 9TH, 2017  |  10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
>  Service technicians on site to provide FREE minor tune 

ups and adjustments of your power mobility equipment 
(wheelchairs, scooters, power chairs)

>  Customer service employees to provide advice on how to 
qualify for power mobility equipment through your insurance

>  Special sale day discount on all scooters  
and power mobility equipment

>  Register for door prizes

>  Refreshments will be served

Open Daily: Monday-Friday 9 am to 6 pm, Saturdays 9 am to 1 pm.

Phone: 844.477.0888 or Fax: 316.333.1998
120 E. 12th St., Newton, KS 67114  |  Health-E-Quip.com
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YOUR FIRST HOME
STARTS WITH US

MIDLAND
NATIONAL BANK www.midland.bank • 316.283.1700NMLS #410822

*With approved credit for qualified buyers. Income limits apply and subsidies are limited.

BUYER GRANTS AVAILABLE MAY 15
GET PREAPPROVED TODAY!
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
On Monday morning, Cheryl Williams, president of the Newton Medical Center Association, left, talks to Association member Arlene Klassen,
who was volunteering at the hospital's front desk. 

Hospital Association donates
thousands of hours, money
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Cheryl Williams, left, hands Jim Huxman, who delivers flowers for
Flowers by Ruzen, something he dropped in the gift shop at the hospi-
tal. 


