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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, Jada Childs, Tess Bigham and Peyton Doherty look over their "gold," which is in a hat.

On a 3-2 vote the Newton City Commission ter-
minated the contract of City Manager Randy Riggs
at the city commission meeting.

Mayor Glen Davis and Commissioners Leroy
Koehn and David Nygaard voted in favor of the
termination, and Commissioners Barth Hague and
Kathy Valentine voted against.

Randy Riggs had been Newton's
city manager since March of 2008.

Subject to terms of termination,
Riggs would receive an entire
year's salary, $147,243.20, plus a
lump sum payment for accrued
sick time of 720 hours,
$50,968.80, and vacation time of
243 hours, $50,968.80.

The terms outlined that both
parties would not publicly com-

ment on the situation, outside of that, the city
commission had a general desire to go in a differ-
ent direction.

Both Hague and Valentine took the discussion
time allocated to the vote to make their dissents
clear.

"This is a matter that I've argued before in exec-
utive session with the commission," Hague said. "I

Commission
terminates
city manager

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

� Riggs out in Newton after 3-2 vote on Tuesday
night. Commission also approves future dog park. 

Riggs

They weren't starving, and their belts weren't
drawn up to the last desperate notch as so
many prospectors had to do during the 1800s
California Gold Rush, as plenty of Slate Creek
Elementary School students struck gold Friday.

The brightly painted nuggets of “gold,” which
really were rocks, were scattered on the school's
lawn as part of a Gold Rush event, since fourth-
graders have studied that event in history the
past several weeks in social studies.

“So today, we're just kind of re-enacting what
they've learned—trying to make it as life-like
as we can,” fourth-grade teacher Brooke Picker-
ill said.

Students did rotations, with all them in one
of four gold-mining towns in California. Some of
the students panned for gold, while others
washed clothes at a Chinese laundry, Pickerill
said. 

The students received “fate” cards, which con-
tained various experiences miners would have
had during the Gold Rush. One town's fate was
they hadn't washed their clothes in months, so
they needed to go to the laundry. Some stu-
dents had “scurvy” fate cards, so they had to
visit the “doctor,” who was volunteer Jeptha
Miller, to “purchase” lime slices from him on
which they sucked, since that was how scurvy

SLATE CREEK STUDENTS RE-ENACT HISTORICAL EVENT

Above: Valeria Ruiz laughs at the antics of another student Friday at
Slate Creek Elementary School.

Below: From left, Amberly Gillihan, Kyleigh Beardsley, Gabby Gomez
and Valeria Ruiz look over their loot.

Panning
for gold
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See GOLD / 8

See RIGGS / 8

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Jim Murray of Rolla checks out vehicles on Main Street. 

On Saturday, thousands
came out to look at the mil-
lion-dollars’-worth of cars in
the 12th Annual Newton
Downtown Car Show.

“The quality of the 340
cars at the show were some
of the best in Kansas and the
Midwest,” said Dave Baugh-
man, one of the event organ-
izers. “If you total the price
of just the cars in the first

block of South Main, you’re
talking 5 to 6 million dollars
worth of high-class metal.
[…] The weather was per-
fect, even with a slight
breeze. I’ve learned that if
there’s a cloudy day or a
chance of rain or hail, the
cars won’t show up. Neither
will the people. You don’t
want a $70,000 hot rod to get
hail damage.”

Baughman said three
things have to come together
for a great car show: great

Thousands flood Newton
for Downtown Car Show

Office park to
move forward  

BY WENDY NUGENT
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See SHOW / 8

The office park project in North Newton contin-
ues to move forward. 

The North Newton City Council held a public
hearing Monday night before unanimously approv-
ing a resolution in support of the issuance of $5
million in IRB bonds to fund a three-phase com-
mercial complex located along K-15 where
Graber's Nursery once was. 

The complex will be called North Woods Plaza.
Developer Alan Vogts of North Newton recently

purchased about two acres in the area and ap-
proached the council asking for the bonds and tax
abatements at the last meeting to build the proj-
ect, which will cost between $3.5 and $5 million. 

A recent cost-benefit analysis of the project,
which is required for Industrial Revenue Bonds

NORTH NEWTON

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See PARK / 8

Field day fun for elementary
school students - Page A3

Railer Tennis
team preps for
state - Page B1
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We at Newton Medical Center are invested in caring from the heart every day of  every year. Join us in thanking 
the many individuals who give their all to their neighbors. From providing medical care to running vital 
programs, we are committed to supporting the health and wellness of  our community through:

Celebrating National Hospital Week

Iforgot the bacon. I
admit it. I did it.
There’s no denying it.

Joey tried a big bowl of
this week’s recipe for
macaroni and cheese soup
and said, “It feels like
there’s something miss-
ing.” 

There was. It was the
bacon.

I thought maybe I’d get
away with it, but it was
clear that while this soup
was still pretty darn deli-
cious without the bacon,
those strips of pork would
have pushed it over the
edge into something even
better.

Lesson learned.
So, you’ll notice that

the recipe below includes
bacon; I recommend mak-
ing sure to include it, but
even if you’re not a bacon
fan, you will still get a
nice meal without it.

This comes from the

blog “Five Heart Home,”
and you can find the orig-
inal at http://www.five-
hearthome.com/2015/09/2
4/macaroni-cheese-soup-
recipe/. I added a bit more
onion powder than the
original calls for.

Macaroni and
Cheese Soup

1 1/2 cups elbow maca-
roni

4 tablespoons butter
1/2 cup flour
6 cups chicken broth or

stock
12 ounces shredded

sharp cheddar
1/2 cup grated Parme-

san
2 cups milk, warmed
1 tablespoon tomato

paste
1/2 teaspoon garlic

powder
1/2 teaspoon onion pow-

der
salt and pepper to taste

6 slices bacon, cooked
and crumbled

Begin by cooking the

pasta according to pack-
age instructions. Drain
and set aside.

In a stock pot, melt the
butter and add the flour.
Stir to combine and let
cook for about two min-
utes over medium heat to
cook off the flour taste.

Whisk in the chicken
broth until all the flour
clumps are gone.

Bring the pot up to a
slow boil, and continue
whisking until the mix-
ture thickens (mine took
about 10 minutes).

Remove the pot from
heat.

Add in the cheddar a
little at a time, whisking
after each addition to let
it melt into the sauce.

Do the same with the
parmesan.

Add the milk and stir
until well-combined.

Add the cooked maca-
roni, tomato paste, garlic
powder, onion powder
and salt and pepper and
stir until combined.

If your temperature
dropped upon adding the
additional ingredients, re-
turn the pot to a burner
set on low and keep stir-
ring as it heats back up
so it doesn’t scorch on the
bottom.

Serve each bowl with
bacon crumbles on top.

I have a container of
this soup waiting in the
freezer for one of those
nights when neither Joey
nor I want to cook, but I
think I’ll at the very least
need to fry up just a little
bacon when we thaw it
out. I need to redeem my-
self, after all.

Lindsey Young is the 
co-owner of Kansas 

Publishing Ventures
which publishes Newton
Now. She can be reached

at 
lindsey@clarionpaper.com

Macaroni and cheese soup will elbow out the competition

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Macaroni and cheese soup has the goodness and creaminess of maca-
roni and cheese with all the warmth of a soup.

Board of education nixes cutting school year

USD 373 Board of Edu-
cation decided at its Mon-
day night meeting not to
end this school year by
two days by taking no ac-
tion on a recommendation.

“In response to an in-
quiry from members of
the Superintendent’s Ad-
visory Council (SAC) and
District Support Team
(DST) during recent
budget planning discus-
sions, it was shared that
closing school early would
save the district approxi-
mately $22,000 per day in

staff salary costs,” accord-
ing to information sup-
plied from the district to
board members. “As the
group has worked to iden-
tify potential reductions
in the budget for 2016-17,
it was suggested by the
group that the board con-
sider this option for the
current school year. Doing
such would allow a com-
parable increase in unen-
cumbered funds, which
could be used to offset re-
ductions in the coming
year.”

“I have a hard time
with wanting to cut those
folks from that check they
rely on from month to
month,” Board Member

Carol Sue Stayrook
Hobbs said. “[…] We can-
not do without those
folks. […] I’m not in favor
of doing this. To me, it’s
hurting our more vulner-
able employees.”

“I know this is going to
be difficult for some of the

families,” Board Member
Barbara Bunting said be-
fore the board decided to
take no action on the
matter.

This would only have
affected employees in
classified positions. Sav-
ings would have included

$2,470 for transportation
costs, $2,683 for building
clerical, $4,715 for regu-
lar education classroom
aides, $1,783 for food
service and $9,888 for
special education para-
professionals.

Board Member Tim
Hodge said he was sur-
prised the recommenda-
tion came at the end of
the academic year. He
said maybe next year he
could see implementing
this after spring break
and not using snow days
so employees would know
it's coming.

“We haven’t used our
snow days, and those are
there,” he said.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Hobbs Hodge Bunting

Walton school
raising money

WALTON—The Wal-
ton Rural Life Center
team Kid Power recently
competed in a Destina-
tion Imagination compe-
tition in Lawrence and
qualified to compete in
the globals finals to be
May 25-28. The team
only has a few weeks to
raise enough money to
travel to the competi-
tion, which will be in
Knoxville, Tenn. To help
cover costs, the team is
working together to
raise funds through
local businesses and
non-profits and have set
up a Gofundme page to
accept donations.

—For Newton Now



The squeals and
laughter of children
exuded from Fischer

Field on Wednesday, May
4, as students from Sunset
and Northridge elemen-
tary schools had a field
day.

In the center of the field,
teams from different
schools were pitted against
each other in tug of war
contests. Kids moved in an
orderly fashion from sta-
tion to station, playing a
variety of games, getting
plenty of exercise and sun-
shiny Vitamin D.

“We host a field day for
the students of our schools
because we want kids to be
active, challenged and
have a lasting memory,”
said Mario Nava, physical
education teacher at Sun-
set and Northridge
schools. “Everyone—from
students, staff, high school
volunteers and parents—
had a wonderful time.”

One race included stu-
dents fetching a sponge
from a small swimming
pool and holding it over
their heads, running to the
other end and back. When
a particular group was
done with that station,
Kori Roberson and Hailey
Million dumped water on

the students who wanted
to take part in that.

At the tug of war sta-
tion, helper Kelby
Lawrence, who is a New-
ton High School track
athlete, gave students the
rules, which included no
wrapping the rope around
their hands, arms or fin-
gers, and when they hear
the word “stop,” they
need to cease.

“So you guys will be

facing another school, so
you'll have to win,”
Lawrence said to one
group.

At another station,
children chased each
other around with short-
ened swimming pool noo-
dles, while another
station had children race
to get tennis balls.
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Acapulco-217 W. Broadway-Newton

1/2 OFF LUNCH
Buy 1 Lunch Entre & 2 

Beverages, Get 2nd 
Lunch Entre Half Price

(excludes buffet) 
Exp. 5-31-16

20% OFF 
Total Food Bill

(coupon good for up to $10 value)
Not Valid Fridays

(excludes buffet) 
Exp. 5-31-16

FREE APPETIZER
w/ any $15.00 Purchase
FREE Appetizer good for up to $7 

value- Not valid on Fridays
Not valid w/ any other offers/specials. 

Exp. 5-31-16
Acapulco-217 W. Broadway-Newton
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606 N. Main, Newton 
316-283-2210

info@faithandlifebookstore.com

May not be combined with 
any other offer.

Exp. 5/31/16 

Buy 2 Boxes
 of Cards 

Get 1 Free* 

 *must be of equal or lesser value  

316-283-3811

Buy 3 Buffets @ Regular Price 
and get the 4th Buffet FREE! 

Of equal or lesser value. Adult and 
senior citizens on Fri & Sat Evening 

and Sun Lunch w/ coupon.
1 coupon per customer per visit. 

Not valid w/ other coupons or specials .
Expires 5/31/16

FREE BUFFET

www.newtonbreadbasket.com

316-283-3811

Buy 1 Buffet @ Regular Price 
and get the 2nd Buffet 1/2 OFF! 

Of equal or lesser value. Adult and 
senior citizens on Fri & Sat Evening 

and Sun Lunch w/ coupon.
1 coupon per customer per visit. 

Not valid w/ other coupons or specials .
Expires 5/31/16

1/2 PRICE BUFFET

www.newtonbreadbasket.com

www.heritagehomeworks.com

Remodeling 
 AND Custom Construction  

www.heritagehomeworks.comwww.heritagehomeworks.co

800-736-4951
400 N. Lancaster • Hesston, KS

www.kropflumber.com
Mon-Fri  7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Sat. 8:00 am to Noon

Summer is Deck Season!

Having a field day
WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW

Kaden Chalashtari, Nakiyah Petrie and Caroline Rickard take part a the tug of war contest during field day
Wednesday, May 4, at Fischer Field in Newton.

Sunset, Northridge students get exercise, sunshine
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Avery Hinojos and Cole Ebert pass a bowl full of water during field day.

Bike race and rodeo
draw good crowds

A clear, storm-free
morning greeted partici-
pants for the Harvey
County Bike Rodeo and
the Chisholm Trail Bike
Race. 

Both events drew good
crowds. 

Organizers of the
Chisholm Trail Bike Race
said it drew 60 partici-
pants to check in and take
part in the race’s 31- and
44-mile loops. 

That was a bigger crowd
than last year, and the
jump in participation was
attributed to the good
weather and the event, in
its third year, starting to
gain traction and recogni-
tion. 

The event is cospon-

sored by the Newton Lions
Club, the Kiwanis Club
and the Rotary Club. The
Newton Radio Club was
also on hand to provide
communications for the
race with HAM radios and
antennas. 

The bike rodeo was held
in tandem with the race in
Athletic Park. The
Healthy Harvey Coalition
helped put on the event
and coached kids on bike
safety as well as gave
away bike locks and hel-
mets to participants. 

The clinic drew 47
youth, and 31 bikes were
registered with the New-
ton Police Department.
Event organizers gave
away 35 helmets away
along with bike locks. 

The event was made
possible in part by a grant
from the Women's Com-
munity Fund in Newton.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Abraham Lakey gets some instruction before undertaking the obstacle
course at the bike rodeo Saturday at Athletic Park. 
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SUMMER IS COMING
MAKE SURE YOUR 
A/C IS READY
We service all brands, 
commercial and residential

$10 OFF
CALL US TODAY AND TAKE 

YOUR NEXT INSPECTION
offer expires 06/01/16

316-215-2445
ReimerServices.com

Proudly Serving You 
for Over 45 Years!
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How about

Why pay for your personal checking 
account when it’s FREE at CSB?

• FREE CHECKING •
$50 minimum balance to open account

No Monthly Maintenance Fee
Unlimited Withdrawals-No Checks, ATM Card Only

Monthly statement.

• FREE CHECKING PLUS •
$50 minimum balance to open account

No monthly maintenance fee
Unlimited check writing

Monthly statement with no check images
$1.00 per page for check copies (optional)

Contact us
for a checking

account to
meet YOUR

needs!

thecsb.com

Goessel
620.367.2264

Newton North
316.283.3035

Newton South
316.283.7478

NMLS # 791580

Hesston
620.327.4941

Newton Walmart 
316.283.7350

Newton 
2311 Edgemore

North Newton, Kansas
316-283-7093

Hours:
Mon-Sat 9am -6pm

Sun. 1 pm -5pm

Hutchinson
209 S. Valley Pride Rd.
Hutchinson, Kansas
620-662-5591

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com
      

www.be
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se.com

K
3

Contact Bruce for more information
(316) 617-1095 or bruce@buyersedgeks.com

We�re with you from
Start to Finish....

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Georgia Johnson holds a chick Thursday morning at Northridge Elementary School.

Chicks hatch at Northridge Elementary

The science room at
Northridge Elementary
School is all aflutter with
different-colored chicks
that recently hatched.
And they're all fuzzy and
peeping to their hearts’
contents.

They're in a caged-in
area, where students,
teachers and parents can
watch them sleep, run
around, eat and drink.

The chicks recently
hatched in science
teacher Emily Schmidt's
room, where she has a
couple of incubators set
up.

“They love it,” Schmidt
said about how students
feel about the chicks. “Ab-
solutely love it. I have a
line of kids at my door in
the morning since the

eggs started hatching.”
There are even parents

who come to see the fuzzy
creatures.

There are 19 chicks in
all, and they'll all go back
to the farms from whence
the eggs came.

The chicks are done
hatching, although there
still are three in an incu-
bator. 

“I don't think they're
going to make it,”
Schmidt said.

For anyone who wants
to see the peepers from
the comfort of their own
homes or work, there's a
live webcam set up
through the school's Face-
book page and the New-
ton tech integration.

The idea to have chick-
ens hatch in the class-
room came from
first-grade teacher Amber
Chalashtari, who ap-
proached Schmidt last
year. The Facebook page

started this year.
Schmidt took on the

project. She said she al-
ways struggles to teach
life science in a way
that's engaging with the
students, and one of their
standards involves teach-
ing kids how animals and
plants survive. All grades
were involved in studying
the chicks.

“We've done little snip-
pets at each grade level,”
Schmidt said.

In addition to chicken
eggs, a community mem-
ber gave Schmidt six
duck eggs, which she said
didn't hatch, and a couple
of parents donated guinea
eggs. In addition, three
other parents donated
eggs.

One student, kinder-
gartener Georgia John-
son, didn't seem shy
about holding a chick, as
her family has lots of
chickens on their farm.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

815 Building comes down

Crews have been at
work demolishing the 815
N. Main Street building
for about a week, and on
Thursday morning, May
5, they managed to finally
bring down the two-story
facade on the building.

For all the discussion of
the building's fragility, its
final piece put up a bit of
resistance before giving in
to the pressure of the
large demolition equip-
ment.

The building was a
safety hazard for the last
number of months, and
the City of Newton made
the decision to demolish it
after a large section of
wall collapsed onto the
roof of a nearby building
owned by Stephen Owens.
The city budgeted $60,000
for the demolition project.

Owens was vocal about
the need to do something
about the dilapidated
building.

"It's bitter sweet," he
said. "It's sad it had to

happen and sad a historic
building is gone, but it
had to come down. For

the most part, the threat
to my building is now
gone.”

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
The building that was at 815 N. Main in Newton comes down Thursday,
May 5.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
The 800 block of North Main Street is blocked off on May 5, while crews work on bringing the building down. 
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Donald Lee
Biggerstaff,
95, passed
away May 6,
2016, at his
home, sur-
rounded by
his loving
family.

He was
born on May
15, 1920, in McPherson,
the son of Arthur and Vio-
let Laswell Biggerstaff.
Don grew up in the New-
ton and Halstead area,
graduating from Newton
High School in 1939.

He served in the U.S.
Army during World War
II. While stationed in
Italy, he was wounded
and then served the rest
of his tour working in a
hospital in England. Don
received a Bronze Star
and the Purple Heart.

Upon his return to
Newton, he worked for a
while building bridges
and traveling. 

At 60 years old, he met
and married Mary Ann
Smith, with whom he
shared 33 years of mar-
riage before her passing
in 2013. 

Don is survived by his
stepchildren, Georgann

Weeks of Wi-
chita, Sherry
and Terry May-
hill of The
Woodlands,
Texas, Jerri and
Tony Gooden of
Antinito, Colo.,
Barbara and
Jimmy Meetz of
El Dorado, Don

and Helen Smith of New-
ton, Brenda and Roe
Hicks of Wichita, Jana
and Roger Morrison of
Newton, Tammy and Den-
nis Wyse and Hesston; 25
grandchildren; and 43
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in
death by stepsons Rick
Smith, Mike Smith and
Fred Smith.

Funeral services were
May 10 at Trinity Heights
United Methodist Church
in Newton. Interment will
be in the Greenwood
Cemetery in Newton.

A memorial has been
established with Trinity
Heights United Methodist
Church and Harry Hynes
Memorial Hospice, and
contributions may be sent
to Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, 120 E.
Broadway, Newton, KS
67114.

DONALD BIGGERSTAFF

Gilbert
Gomez
passed with
peace and
grace on
Tuesday,
May 10, 2016,
with his fam-
ily at his side.

He was
preceded in
death by his loving father,
Lou, and he is survived by
his devoted mother, Fran
Gomez; his brother Lou
(Elizabeth) Gomez of
Newton; and his sisters,
Ventura (Warren) Porter
of Winfield and Victoria
(Frank) Adame of New-
ton.

Gilbert was born on
March 24, 1963, in New-
ton and graduated from
Newton High School in
1984. He participated in
many activities while in
high school, including
cheerleading and Special
Olympics. After high
school, he was active at
Northview Developmental
Center Industries and the
Learning Center. Addi-
tionally, he received excel-
lent, caring services
through Aspen Home
Care for five years.

Gilbert enjoyed an ac-
tive life until physical
challenges limited his mo-
bility. However, even
then, he was a special
young man who always
had a smile, positive atti-
tude and an unmistakable
love for the Oak Ridge
Boys and Star Trek.
Everyone who came in
contact with Gilbert rec-

ognized his de-
termination and
the never-end-
ing supplies of
“Good Idea.” His
loving nature
was shared with
family, friends
and even
strangers.

A Rosary will
be at 7 p.m. Thursday,
May 12, at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic
Church in Newton. A
Mass will be at 10 a.m.
Friday, May 13, at Our
Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church, followed
by interment in St. Mary’s
Catholic Cemetery in
Newton.

The family wishes to
thank Harry Hynes Me-
morial Hospice at St.
Francis Hospital in Wi-
chita for the excellent care
he received while he
stayed.

If you wish, donations
may be made to Harry
Hynes Memorial Hospice
or Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church, and con-
tributions may be sent to
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, 120 E.
Broadway, Newton, KS
67114.

Gilbert leaves us rich in
memories and apprecia-
tion of the joy he brought
to our family and others
who knew him.

Condolences may be left
at www.broadwaycolo-
nialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

GILBERT GOMEZ

T.J.
Cornejo, 33,
died May 4,
2016, at
Wesley Med-
ical Center
in Wichita.
He was born
March 6,
1983, in
Roswell,
N.M., to Robert “Bob”
Cornejo and Rhonda L.
Neuman. His father pre-
ceded him in death. 

T.J. graduated from
Newton High School in
2002 and served his
country in Iraq in the
U.S. Army. He loved to
cook and enjoyed using
freshly grown herbs and
vegetables from his own
garden. T.J. was a mem-
ber of the Columbus Av-
enue Church of Christ
and the American Le-
gion, both in Newton. He
was a sports fan and es-
pecially loved football.
He was an avid OU and
Blackhawks fan. He
loved his family and
looked forward to spend-
ing time with his loving
family and many
friends. 

T.J. is survived by his
mom, Beverly Cornejo of

Newton; fiancé,
Ingrid Ringsby
of Newton;
daughter, Is-
abella of Wi-
chita; brothers,
Ed Cornejo of
Wichita, Eric
Cornejo and his
partner Alan
Arbuckle of

Denver, Victor Cornejo
of Las Vegas, Carlos
Cornejo of Newton, Tyler
Cornejo of Newton, Jay
Kelley of Levelland,
Texas, and Joe Kelley of
Granby, Colo.; sisters,
Marcey Cornejo of New-
ton, Jenisa Cornejo of
Newton, Samantha
Schaffer of Cedar Lake,
Ind., Katie Cornejo of
Kansas City, and Janna
and Aaron Madden of
Inman.

He was preceded in
death by his father and a
niece.

Memorial service was
May 9 at Columbus Av-
enue Church of Christ in
Newton, with Minister
Buddy Aldridge presid-
ing.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Big Brothers
and Big Sisters in care of
Petersen Funeral Home.

T.J. CORNEJO

Anita Luna, lifelong
resident of Sedgwick, 89,
passed away May 6,
2016, at her home.

She was born on March
15, 1927, in Sedgwick,
the daughter of Miguel
and Anastasia Medina
Luna. Anita graduated
from Sedgwick High
School in 1947.

For many years, Anita
was a housekeeper and
caretaker in the homes of
Lyle Congdon and Ray-
mond Bert. She worked
as a CNA at the Sedg-
wick Health Care and
Nursing Home for 18
years and continued to
volunteer there until she
was 82.

She enjoyed taking
care of people and visit-
ing with everyone, along
with quilting. Anita and
her sister, Lyla, were fea-
tured on a segment of
Larry Hatteberg’s people
on KAKE-TV. Anita was
a longtime member of
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church and very
active in the Altar Soci-

ety
She is survived by her

sister, Nellie Luna
Chavez, with whom she
lived, and numerous
nieces and nephews.

Anita was preceded in
death by her parents;
brothers, Victor, Longino,
Martin, Rito; and sister,
Micaela “Lyla,” all of
Sedgwick.

Recitation of the Holy
Rosary was May 10, with
the Mass of Christian
Burial May 11, both at
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Church in Newton. Her
final resting place will be
at the Hillside Cemetery
in Sedgwick.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials have been estab-
lished with Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church and
Harry Hynes Memorial
Hospice. Contributions
may be sent to Broadway
Colonial Funeral Home,
120 E. Broadway, New-
ton, KS, 67114.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

ANITA LUNA
Laveda Pansy Koehn,

83, died May 3, 2016, at
the Moundridge Manor in
Moundridge. She was
born Feb. 22, 1933, in
Halstead to Enoch D. and
Anna (Smith) Koehn.  

Pansy was a lifelong
active member of the
Eden Church of God in
Christ Mennonite rural
Burns, Kan. She was a
retired LPN at the former
Bethel Hospital and New-
ton Medical Center. She
also worked for some
time at the Wheat State
Manor in Whitewater.
Pansy enjoyed yard work,
flowers, gardening and
knitting. She also enjoyed
the companionship of her
dog, Duchess. Pansy lived
with her sister, Jeralyn,
who preceded her in
death in 2006. They en-
joyed traveling together
and each other’s com-
pany. Pansy and Jeralyn
both took care of many
family members during
illness through the years.

Pansy will be remem-
bered for her warm smile,
selflessness and the love
she easily gave to her
family and many friends. 

She is survived by her
brother and sister-in-law,
Glen and Norma Koehn
of Texline, Texas; sisters,
Dorothy Jantz of Burns,
Kan., and Edna Koehn of
Burns, Kan.; and sister-
in-law, Jenette Koehn of
Burns, Kan. She is also
survived by many loving
nephews and nieces who
cared for her greatly.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, two
brothers and six sisters.

Funeral service was
May 7 at Eden Mennon-
ite Church in rural
Burns. Burial was in the
Eden Mennonite Church
Cemetery.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Moundridge
Manor or Gospel Tract
and Bible Society in care
of Petersen Funeral
Home.

LAVEDA PANSY KOEHN

Thelma Lela (Williams)
Elliott, 95, was born May
5, 1921, in Sabetha, the
daughter of Claire and
Effie Gilkerson Williams.

Thelma married Don-
ald Ray Elliott on April
23, 1941. He preceded
her in death in July 1964.

She passed away on
May 5, 2016, in Newton.

Thelma had four chil-
dren: Phillip Ray, Wi-
chita, Karen Branson,
Wasilla, Alaska, Gregory
Lynn, Park City, and Jan
Roger, South Haven.
There are eight grand-
children, 13 great-grand-
children and eight
great-great-grandchil-
dren.

Preceding her in death,
along with her parents
and husband, was one
brother, Donald L.
Williams.

Memorial services will
be at 2:30 p.m. Saturday,
May 14, at the Kingdom
Hall of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses, 3040 N. Jackson
Ave, Wichita KS 67204,
with a dinner following at
3:30 p.m. in the Park
City library basement,
2107 E. 61st St North,
Park City.

There will be no visita-
tion or viewing as crema-
tion has been effected.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

THELMA ELLIOTT

Elsie Fontelle (Clark)
Cook, 97, died Mother’s
Day on May, 8, 2016, at
St. Luke Living Center in
Marion. She was born
May 31, 1918, in Wichita
to Earl and Ociola (Gib-
bler) Clark. She married
Vance Eldon Cook on
April 19, 1943. He pre-
ceded her in death on May
25, 1999. 

Elsie loved to read
books and looked forward
to her walks around her
neighborhood in Florence.
She also enjoyed traveling
and watching TV.

Elsie is survived by her
sons, Kenneth and his
wife Deanna of Newton,
and Robert and his wife

Nannetta of Junction City;
three grandchildren; six
great-grandchildren; and
one great-great-grandson.

She was preceded in
death by her parents; a
son, Earl Clark Cook; a
granddaughter, Annette
Lynn Cook; and a brother,
Edmund Clark.

Visitation was May 10
at Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton. A private
graveside service will be
at Highland Cemetery in
Ashland, where she will
be buried next to her hus-
band Vance.

Memorials are sug-
gested to the Alzheimer’s
Association in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.

ELSIE COOK

Dustin
Patterson,
37, died May
4, 2016, in
Kansas City,
Mo. 

He was
born Nov. 15,
1978, in Wi-
chita to Lon-
nie and the
late Jeannie (Holland)
Patterson. Dustin grew
up in Newton and re-
cently moved to Kansas
City. He attended New-
ton High School. Dustin
was an outgoing person
with many friends, and
he looked forward to
spending time with his
loving family and
friends.

Dustin is survived by
his father, Lonnie Pat-
terson; sister, Wendi and
her husband Vincent
Holeman; nephews, Jer-
emiah and Arron Hole-

man; niece,
Lesha Hole-
man; aunt and
uncle, Annie
and Harold
Sympson;
cousins, Je-
remy Bert
Sympson and
Harold Symp-
son Jr.; and un-

cles, Lecil and Carl
Holland all of Newton.

He was preceded in
death by his mother,
Jeannie.

A gathering and time
of sharing and reflection
was May 10 at Petersen
Funeral Home. A short
graveside service was
held May 11 at Green-
wood Cemetery in New-
ton.

Memorials are sug-
gested to the family to
help offset funeral ex-
penses in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.

DUSTIN PATTERSON

Lorraine
E. Morrison,
94, of Sedg-
wick died
May 6, 2016.

She was
born to Lute
and Julia Al-
loway on
April 11,
1922, in Mil-
ton. She married Vern
Morrison Feb. 24, 1943,
and together they had
two children, Linda and
Douglas.

Lorraine worked as a
cosmetologist in Wichita.

She was preceded in
death by her parents,
Lute and Julia Alloway;
husband, Vern Morrison;
and son, Douglas Morri-
son.

She is survived by her

daughter,
Linda Morri-
son; grandson,
Justin (Diana)
Morrison;
granddaughter,
Cassondra
(Richard)
Ziegler; great-
granddaugh-
ters, Makenzie

and Camyron Morrison;
sister-in-law, Mary Jane
Alloway; brother-in-law,
Jim (Avis) Morrison; and
sister-in-law, Geneva
Poe; and many nieces
and nephews. 

Funeral service was
May 10 at Zion Lutheran
Church, 225 S. Poplar
St. in Newton. Memori-
als may be made to
Harry Hynes Hospice or
Zion Lutheran Church.

LORRAINE E. MORRISON

Thursday, May 12
4 p.m.—NHS track at AVCTL League. Bethel College,

North Newton
4 and 6 p.m.—NHS baseball/softball. Baseball at

Hutchinson (Carey Park) and softball vs. Goddard
Eisenhower at Athletic Park, Newton.

6:30 p.m.—NHS soccer vs. Buhler. Fischer Field,
Newton

6:30 to 9 p.m.—Grand Central Mini Senior Expo at
122 E. Sixth St. 

7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night. Anyone
age 8 or older welcome. Full game package is $10, early
bird package $5. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

7 p.m.—Teen Youth Leaders in Kansas. Lead, advo-
cate, make a difference. The goal of YLinK is to improve
life for ages 12-18 with mental health issues. Bring an
adult ally. Newton Public Library.

Friday, May 13
Carp Fishing Tournament. Free and open to two-per-

son teams with at least one person 18 or older. Prizes
awarded to top three teams. Contact Harvey County
Parks at (316) 283-5420 for more information.

11 a.m.—NHS at 5A State Tennis. Maize South High
School

4 p.m.—Teen Otaku Club. Watch and discuss
Kuroko’s Basketball. Newton Public Library.

4 and 6 p.m.—NHS softball at Hutchinson (Fun Val-
ley Complex)

Saturday, May 14
9 a.m.—NHS at 5A State Tennis. Maize South High

School
11 a.m.—NHS swimming at AVCTL League. Salina

Central High School
4 p.m.—Tracing Our Tracks: Historic walking tours of

Newton. Free guided walking tours of downtown his-
toric districts. Free hot dogs served to first 100 people
from noon to 1 p.m. on Warkentin House lawn. Free
self-guided tours from 1 to 4 p.m.

6:30 p.m.—Outdoor Adventures Program kick-off.
Naturalist Carol Dilts will introduce the new Outdoor
Adventures Program during a kick-off meeting. Learn
wildlife and camping skills and other fun aspects of out-
door activities. Camp Hawk

7 to 8:30 p.m.—Woven concert. Student directed
women’s ensemble at Bethel will perform spring con-
cert. Free admission. Memorial Hall, Bethel College.

Sunday, May 15
7 to 11:30 a.m.—American Legion monthly breakfast.

All-you-can-eat breakfast including potato casserole,
hash browns, scrambled eggs, sausage, biscuits and
gravy, pancakes, French toast, orange juice and coffee.
American Legion Post 2, 400 S. Spencer Rd.

7 to 8:30 p.m.—Open Road concert. Bethel men’s a
cappella ensemble, Open Road, spring concert. Free ad-
mission. Memorial Hall, Bethel College.

Monday, May 16
NHS baseball vs. TBA at 5A Regional. Site TBA
NHS softball vs. TBA at 5A Regional. Site TBA
NHS Soccer vs. TBA at 5A Regional. Site TBA
9 a.m.—NHS golf at 5A Great Bend Regional. Stone

Ridge Country Club, Great Bend.
4 to 5:30 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Make cor-

ner bookmarks. Bring NPL card to use laptops. Newton
Public Library.

Do you have an event you'd like listed in the
Community Calendar? If so, contact Mike Mendez
at 316-281-7899 or mike@harveycountynow.com.
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Well, this past Sunday was
Mother's Day. I've been
honored to have been a

mom for many years, and I couldn't
be a mom without my kids.

I know a lot of awesome moms,
including my own, who has helped
me through thick and thin all these
years raising my sons as a single
mom. She really helped me a lot,
too, after I was laid off. Thanks,
Mum! Words seem insufficient in
expressing my gratitude. She's one
of the few people who has known
me all my life and hasn't run away
screaming. 

I called her on Mother's Day to
wish her a happy day and thanked
her for being the best mom in the
world. She said I was right up there
too and that I trained her how to be
a mom. So, you're welcome?

Anyway, my kids trained me how
to be a mom, too. So, thanks,
Rodger, Andy and Robert. It was a
learning process all together.

On Mother's Day, my boyfriend
and I went to IHOP in Salina to cel-
ebrate his mom's Mother's Day, as
well as his sisters', sister-in-law's
and niece's special day. Then we
shopped for a few stressful minutes
in a store that was packed with a
million people and headed back to
his house.

My youngest son, Robert, called
and wished me a happy Mother's
Day, and I think my middle son for-
got, but he called Monday and left a
message. My oldest kid, Rodger,
brought flowers from his own yard
and had dinner with us.

We had a nice time, although my
boyfriend and son like to get into

friendly discussions, which I call ar-
guments, and these make me feel
uncomfortable. I'd rather talk about
quilting and what people are doing
in their lives, things like that. Hey,
it works for them.

I'm glad I'm a mom. It's really
helped me to become more un-
selfish. I really was selfish when I
was younger. I think I'm a little less
selfish today, and I still need to
work on that. 

As I raised my kids, I learned
about not being their friend. They
have friends, and they only have
one mom. One time, my oldest told
me, “You were our mom and our
dad.” 

I had to be and was kind, tough,
loving, crazy, fun and angry some-
times. 

I wasn't perfect. Never will be.
I taught them rules, and they re-

minded me about having fun. I
taught them how to cook, clean and
use the bathroom. I learned about
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles,
computers, video games (other than
Pong), World Wrestling Federation,
skateboarding and how a person
you want to strangle, you can also

love unconditionally and even
would die for.

Motherhood doesn't pay out in
money; it pays out in soul satisfac-
tion, love and fun. There's really no
other job like it.

I learned about getting kids to
bed really early so I could have
some time to myself at night, feed-
ing the kids often so there were a
minimum of sugar drops, how to
care for other lives and the impor-
tance of checking to see if they're
still breathing at night while
they're resting in their beds. I prob-
ably checked on them thousands of
times at night.

Now, all the kids are grown and
on their own. It's just me and my
little dog. It's weird not having kids
around. 

It's also nice. And strange. 
I got used to having my day filled

with kids and work. Now it's filled
with work, my dog and my wonder-
ful boyfriend.

I don't have any grandchildren
yet, although I have a grand-cat,
and my boyfriend's daughter is
going to have a son around Aug. 8.
My birthday is Aug. 5, and I'm hop-
ing the little guy is born on my
birthday. That would be cool. I'll
have a grandson! This will be my
boyfriend's first grandchild. I can
spoil him and teach him about
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and
skateboarding. I shall be Grandma
Wendy.

Wendy Nugent is the features edi-
tor at Newton Now. She can be

reached at 
wendy@harveycountynow.com.

Grateful for kids on Mother's Day

Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

Another year of tight
school budgets, another

year of statehouse failure

WENDY’S WORDS

WENDY NUGENT

There's a squirrel in my
neighborhood who has a le-
gitimate death wish. 

When a car approaches, he sits
on the corner of the intersection
and debates if he should try cross-
ing the street or not. Sometimes
he does. Sometimes he doesn't. 

It's happened enough that when
I see him at his usual spot, I find
myself in a four-way stop sort of
situation. In Kansas, we all take
part in such a courtesy contest.
You keep waving at the driver to
go, and they wave you to go, and
you start to go and they start to go
and you both stop and start the
process over again while mouthing
“sorry” or “goooooo” through the
windshield. 

I have since managed to avoid
hitting the squirrel so far, but it
makes you wonder if perhaps one
of these days it will just be his
time. 

Driving back to Newton from
the parents' farm on Mother's
Day, I saw a large snapping turtle
on the shoulder of the road, proba-
bly about 15 pounds. 

I made it a mile up before I
found a field driveway to turn
around in. I headed back to in-
spect. 

Now don't judge me here, but
snapping turtles are good eating.
The back legs and front legs are
darker, fattier meat, as they are
slow twitch muscles, and the neck
is a sweet white meat similar to
chicken. Usually, the turtle is
fried, as well as baked, or pres-
sure cooked and then fried, since
besides the neck, it's not exactly a
tender meat. 

Growing up, such creatures
were a delicacy.

The rural German Catholics of
where I was raised have a history

of eating snapping turtles. As they
were cold-blooded, they provided a
nice loophole to the no-meat-on-
Friday rule. 

People would pick the turtles
up, keep them in stock tanks and
then butcher them on Fridays for
a hearty meal. 

But as the church relaxed its
Friday meat rules to only on Lent,
and the next generation didn't
pick up a taste for turtle, snap-
ping turtle is a far less common
dish today. 

As a result, the species has
made a comeback in that neck of
the woods.

My father still enjoys turtle,
and we used to clean one a sum-
mer, usually after I'd find one
fishing or hook it. The trick is to
grab them by the tail and hold
them at arm’s length. Their necks
can't reach back to your hand that
way, and they can't bite your leg.
After letting them sit in clean
water for a week, we butcher
them, but it has been two sum-
mers since we've done it. 

Long story short, such animals
take years and years to grow and
are amazing to look at up close.

So as I drove back and found
the large snapping turtle on the
side of the road, my heart
dropped. Someone had turned to

hit it, broke its shell and left it to
die. Judging from the marks be-
side it, the turtle struggled for a
bit before going.

Those people didn't have to kill
the turtle. It's not like it jumped
out in front of them on the road. I
understand I was turning around
to take it back to the farm so we
could eat the thing later in the
summer, but still at least the tur-
tle wouldn't have been wasted. It
deserved better. 

Just like the buck I found in a
field by my parent's farm last
summer, it deserved better. Some-
one sawed off the antlers and left
the body to rot. After calling
Kansas Fish and Game, they told
me there wasn't anything they
could really do, and that was an
all-too-common occurrence. 

It's not like I'm a big PETA guy
here. I grew up hunting, fishing
and butchering what we caught.
I've shot plenty of raccoons we'd
catch trying to get into our
chicken house at night. 

But there's something inher-
ently wrong about killing just to
kill.  

So I'm going to keep slowing
down for that stupid squirrel in
my neighborhood, even if he has
begun to really annoy me.

And if you see a turtle crossing
the road, don't hit it. Slow down or
maybe give him a hand across if
traffic's not busy. 

And if you really can't abide the
existence of a snapping turtle,
give me a call. At least it won't be
wasted struggling and dying on
the roadside. 

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Go easy on squirrels, turtles

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

CARTOON BY AMY SMARSH-JOHNSON/NEWTON NOW

The Newton school district decided not to close early
this year, and it's surely a move the district's non-clas-
sified staff will appreciate and a few parents as well.

Budgets continue to look tight next year as costs for
operation increase and state funding goes nowhere.

The decision would have provided an easy way to
save some money. 

School districts across Kansas have and are making
similar decisions to close early for a few dollars more.
Wichita debated going to a four-day school week ear-
lier this year. 

Yet it's worth noting who takes it in the teeth with
such a move. 

It's the non-classified staff. 
The move saves the district money, because that's

two fewer days it has to pay its cooks, its janitors, its
maintenance people, its bus drivers. 

These people do not have the same protection as the
teaching staffs, who sign and negotiate yearly con-
tracts. 

Say what you want about collective bargaining, but
it's helped teachers in a sense that they still have to
get paid for the work they do. 

In Kansas for schools, we're long past the days of
cutting the fat, or even the muscle, with the districts.
Cuts nowadays will always nick a little bone. USD 373
might be making some bone cuts in the future.

But talk to some folks, and they will blame educa-
tors. You will hear an ever-popular answer trumpeted
through the state by certain incumbents this election.

“School districts are in this situation, because they
keep spending too much money.” 

These politicians will use skewed numbers that
count state retirement payments alongside with school
funding to enable them to say how much more they
are funding schools than in the past, even if the previ-
ous past totals don't count the KPERS payments.

None of this takes into account the yearly rise in
school operation costs or the increase in students in
some areas. 

The state legislature set up a system to transfer
KPERS payments to school districts for a minute or so
before those payments are transferred back to the
state. 

That's what makes up those numbers they keep
using. And that's what prevents them from technically
lying, even though for every intent and purpose, that's
what they are doing. 

Kansans are not stupid. Perhaps, on occasion, they
are short-sighted in elections, but not stupid. 

Look back 10 years or 20 years. Think about schools
and how often they had to close early because of
budget problems. 

Think how often they had to make such cuts. Think
how often they debated moving to a four-day-a-week
school week. 

Was it only the last decade where all school admin-
istrators became absolutely unable to budget?

We doubt that.
Kansas went through a recession. The recovery for

state revenues never came because of years upon
years of failed fiscal and ideological policies. And we
retain such failed policies like the state income tax
cut, on which the ultraconservative wings of the legis-
lature and the governor refuse to reverse course. 

Government organizations should always be effi-
cient. We've used this space in the paper more than a
few times to call out unneeded government waste.
Schools shouldn't be removed from that.

But the blame today for a lack of funding shouldn't
be on the teachers or district as much as the politi-
cians who made a huge problem with their tax cuts
and refusal to remove them. 

In doing so, they are turning Kansas into the Mis-
sissippi of the North. 

So even though Wichita didn't move to a four-day
school week, maybe it would be good for the entire
state to do so. 

Parents would have to pay for an extra day of child
care each week. 

You can bet that would drive people to the polls, and
you can bet they'd be voting in favor of candidates who
support education funding. 

Maybe it wouldn't be bad for all of us to have our
pocketbooks hit once in a while so we could empathize
with those who do. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board

Thank you for making bike ride possible
Thank you Harvey County. The Chisholm Trail Bike

Ride and Healthy Harvey Bike Rodeo steering com-
mittee wants to take this opportunity to say thank you
to everyone for their effort in making the 2016
Chisholm Trail Bike Ride a huge success. 

The efforts of the supporters, riders and community
resulted in a fun bike ride. 

Of special note, we want to that the following spon-
sors: Ameriprise Financial, Asbury Park, Biggest Lit-
tle City Media LLC, Bridges INC, Broadway Colonial
Funeral Home, Carol, Sue and John Hobbs, Central
Kansas Community Foundation, Central National
Bank, Corner Stone Law, Don Snapp, Law Office, Evo-
lution Properties LLC, First Bank, Great Plains Bio-
sciences Group, Hair Cutting Company, Healthy
Harvey Coalition, Heartland Credit Union, Heinze In-
surance, Hendrickson Chiropractic & Health Center,
PA, Heritage Home Furnishings, High Plains Graph-
ics, Hosford Agency, Kansas Army National Guard,
Miller Insurance, Newton Chiropractic Clinic, Newton
Medical Center, North Newton Community Founda-
tion, Nygaard Family Foundation, Peace Connections,
Prairie Harvest, State Farm - Rich Huffman Insur-
ance, The Bread Basket LLC, White Eagle Credit
Union and the Newton Now. 

The following organizations were instrumental in
the planning and operation of the ride: The Kiwanis
Club of Newton, the Lions Clubs of Newton and Hes-
ston, the Rotary Club of Newton, the ReNewton Bike
Initiative Committee and The Healthy Harvey Coali-
tion. 

A special thanks to the citizens of Harvey County
for sharing the roads with the riders. 

The Newton and North Newton Police Departments
provided great support. 

We also say thanks to the cities of Hesston, Newton,
North Newton and Sedgwick for the use of the ameni-
ties in each of those communities.

On behalf of the Chisholm Trail Bike Committee,
Timothy Marlar 

Newton 
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Guest Column

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com
We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-

nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words.

Last day with USD 373
approaches

Afew years ago, I was ap-
proached by a group of indi-
viduals from a political

party that apparently identified
with my charisma, which led
them to ask if I would consider
running for state office.

While I was somewhat honored
to be considered a viable candi-
date option, I still refused their
offer and returned to more favor-
able surroundings -- writing sto-
ries about politicians for a
newspaper.

Then last week, I was again
asked by someone in the commu-
nity if I ever thought about run-
ning for office.

It provided opportunity for re-
flection and after a hardy laugh, I
offered the standard reply --
thanks, but no thanks.

Those who know me know that
politics ranks right up there with
anesthetic-free surgery or
wrestling in a pit of cobra snakes.
It’s why I’ve never pursued any-
thing where a significant number
the people within a designated
area can’t stand you at any given
moment.  Because, the real chal-
lenge is guessing who’s on the
hateful list, each day and then
making the appropriate decisions
to, A. Move them back to the like-
ability scale; or B. Deciding their
opinions weren‘t really that im-
portant, after all.

In today’s political climate, one
must be absolutely sure of his de-
cision when he considers the con-
sequences of joining a train that
constantly runs out of control, all
at the expense of his constituents.

So, instead of taking on the
challenge of politics and elected
office, I’ve decided to borrow a few
of my favorite, witty phrases,
should anyone ask me to run for
office, again.

That way, I’ll ease out of any
potentially awkward conversa-
tions and simply cite a few worthy
bits of trivia for why I’m glad to
be only a voter…

Sometimes, people post on Face-
book about term limits.  I‘ve even
been asked during discussions
over dinner.  So, from now on, I’m
going to reply, “Politicians and di-
apers need to be changed often
and usually for the same reasons.”

With genealogy all the rage,
people may wonder why I haven’t
began searching for long, lost rel-
atives that lived hundreds of
years ago.  Well, the easy answer
is, “Why pay money to have your
family tree traced; become in-
volved in politics and your oppo-
nents will do it for you.”

It’s no secret that I haven’t been
to the state capitol in Topeka
since I worked in the newspaper
business.  Why, you might ask?
“Because you can never, ever, un-
derestimate the level of lunacy in
large groups.”

Sometimes, people suggest that
I am too harsh in my critique of
certain politicians.  From now on,
I’ll answer, “In politics, if you
don’t like someone’s principles,
don’t worry.  They’ll change,
shortly.”

And, there are literally hun-
dreds of jokes available for every

political view known to mankind.
But, when someone suggests that
I spin a political joke, I think I’ll
reply, “Politics, as most of us
know, is a big joke… Yet, it’s
rarely funny…”

Over the years, I have never
missed an opportunity to vote in a
state or federal election and I hold
on proudly to that fact.  And, in
all those years, I realized I’m not
the kind of voter to be impressed
by a candidate, who speaks his
mind, either.  Toddlers do that
and I wouldn’t listen to their opin-
ions about deficits, either.

In college I studied Latin words
in a class that combined creative
writing with language arts.  It’s
there I decided that the word,
“Politics” actually comes from two
Latin words: “Poly,” which means,
“many” and “Tics,” which are
“blood-sucking insects.”

So, there you have it.
While I would feel a certain

amount of pride brimming over by
the thought that I might actually
be trusted to engage in the politi-
cal process and take the ideas of
my constituents into battle, I be-
lieve I’m best served as a political
activist from the comfort of a
couch. 

Because, let’s face it, while poli-
tics should be too important to be
left to politicians, I’ve also learned
that in many instances, politics is
a choice between disastrous and
unpleasant.  

And, I try to limit those two
choices between my home im-
provement projects…

Ken Knepper, who once heard
that the difference between the

government and organized crime
is that organized crime actually
turns a profit, can be reached at

Ken.Knepper@gmail.com.

Disastrous, unpleasant decisions best left to home remodeling

CONVERSATION PIECE

KEN KNEPPER

Grandpa, Poppy, Pa-pa. Gi-
gi, Me-ma, Grandma. Call
us what you will, the rela-

tionship with our children’s kids is
magical. 

Like many of you, Dave and I
have entered the beloved Kingdom
of Grandparenting. What a gift!
How quickly those little tykes
change the lives, routines, and pri-
orities of staid adults. Amazing to
watch otherwise dignified adults
add gibberish to our vocabularies
and utter silliness to our interac-
tions. 

As Mother’s Day brunches
morph into Father’s Day barbe-
cues, I am keenly aware that
grandparenting is a double win.
Obviously, there is the inherent
celebration of the love grandpar-
ents feel for our grandchildren.
Those little critters reach to the
core of our being to give us a re-
newed sense of responsibility and
purpose. Our love for them is pure
and unconditional. 

But equally heartwarming is
seeing adult children fully and
competently embrace their new
role as parents. Where did the
time go? How did our little boy go
from Legos, Pac-Man, and climb-
ing trees to become a competent
and hard-working husband and fa-
ther? How did this guy whose en-
tire life has been wrapped around
sports, computers, and fun get-
aways slide so seamlessly into the
role of Daddy?

It is poetry watching our son
Doc and Rachel parent their 5-
month-old twins. 

He walks in the back door and
makes a no-stop beeline for his
boys. The reaction is immediate,

mutual, and enthusiastic. Even at
this early age, the bond between
father and sons is authentic and
reciprocal. Eternal. Doc revels in
his sons, and the boys light up in
his presence. 

Similarly, regardless of the
sound or level of one of her baby’s
distress calls, Rachel immediately
knows what’s wrong. She can dis-
tinguish a diaper malfunction
alarm from a starvation alert. She
can find a burp stuck somewhere
between her baby’s spleen and left
knee. Rachel knows and loves her
boys, and they respond in kind. 

While Dave and I are joyfully
adapting to our new roles as dot-
ing grandparents, I often marvel
at how first-time parents pull it
off. Lifestyles that prior to the ar-
rival a child were filled with spon-
taneity, social activities, and
travel suddenly are now shaped by
another little person’s timetable.
Needs change. Expenses mount. 

Oh, and double that when the
little person is a Matched Set.
How did these new parents know
what do with twin babies their
first week home? How do you
know how to use a breast pump
until you’ve used one? How does a

guy who’s never changed a diaper
suddenly just know how to clean
up a blowout and swaddle a crying
baby back to sleep? I never taught
our son how to bathe a baby, but
he does it. He never took a course
in how to pack up twins for a road
trip, but they do it. 

Watching one’s adult child step
up to the plate of parenting is total
joy. 

I never dreamed I could love a
child as much as I have always
loved our son. Then, bingo! A new
world opens that awakens a new
and different kind of love. There is
nothing we wouldn’t do for Luke
and Blake. The more we are with
them, the more we want to be with
them. 

Hopefully, we are helping our
adult kids as they nurture and
care for their children.  But it
doesn’t take great vision to see
who the big winners are: Grandma
and Grandpa! We are blessed to be
close enough to Twinsville to know
our baby boys and I sense they rec-
ognize us.  There is nothing like
having those little bundles look me
right in the eye and smile. They
seem to be saying, “That’s my
Grandma, and I have successfully
wrapped her around my little fin-
ger.”  

Take me, Sweet Babies. I am
yours forever. 

Barbara Burns has spent much
of her adult life working with and

for the Newton community in vari-
ous roles and volunteer efforts. She

works for the City of Newton and
shares life with her husband,

Dave, who is an attorney with Size-
more, Burns, & Gillmore, PA.

Grandparents find joy in Twinsville
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My last official day at Newton High School will be June
30, 2016, but the true last day will be our final day with
students. My first day was way back in 1983, and while
I’m looking forward to new experiences—I will miss our
students, staff and parents. Our staff has made great ef-
forts on behalf of our students:

Our ACT composite score of 23.1 for the 14-15 school
year is outstanding even when compared with wealthier
suburban districts and area private schools. Sixty-two
percent of our seniors took the ACT last year in an effort
to prepare for a college or university. In light of the eco-
nomic challenges so many of our students face, this
speaks to the quality of our teachers and support of our
parents.

We added the IT/Networking program of courses for
students; truly a growing field of opportunity.  

The implemen-
tation of the Railer
Academy provided
an inexpensive op-
tion for at-risk stu-
dents. A few years
ago our alterna-
tive school was
abruptly termi-
nated and at-risk
students were
placed at NHS as
their only option.
Our Railer Acad-
emy incurs very little additional expense while generat-
ing additional funding for our school district. Students
have already earned their diplomas whereas; in the past,
they would have had to fend for themselves. 

We interspersed special education classrooms with
general education by subject area as much as possible; in
the process removing the stigma associated with special
education.  

We reduced student tardiness by about 70 percent
through the tardy policy implemented during the2013-14
school year. If I had chosen to continue as Principal of
NHS, I intended to address student attendance with an
equally effective policy. 

The unique Academic Recognition program we devel-
oped did exactly what we anticipated; encouraging stu-
dents to learn and prepare rather than focus solely on
grades. Honors and Advanced Placement course enroll-
ment increased from 179 to 303 students this past year
as more students took challenging courses. 

We also expanded our Advanced Placement offerings
by adding AP Statistics and AP Psychology. I remain con-
cerned that at some point in the future we will have no
candidates for AP Calculus. If you’re a parent, please en-
courage your student to work hard in math. Mathematics
opens doors of opportunity.

Our revised bell schedule, with a later starting time,
allows students more time to sleep and teachers an op-
portunity to collaborate daily. We also grouped our teach-
ers by subject area so that they can collaborate
informally with their departmental peers. 

We enthusiastically welcomed the Severe Multiple Dis-
abilities program to NHS. This allows students to receive
speech therapy, rehabilitation, adaptive physical educa-
tion, and other services while associating with peers of
the same age. In return, general education students are
learning about peers with special needs and exploring ca-
reers in special education and physical therapy. (We are
fortunate to have a swimming pool on campus for reha-
bilitation, physical education classes, our swim teams,
and our community.)

We expanded the Medical Science program to include
Sports Medicine and Fire Science. Students who choose
this sequence of courses are well-prepared for continued
study in a medical field. 

We voluntarily reduced administration by two staff
members at NHS, in the process saving taxpayers about
$150,000 per year. On the other hand, we maintained
student activities.  Our staff remains resolute in main-
taining quality opportunities in our effort to help every
student graduate.  Student activities are our most effec-
tive at-risk program.

Our goal has been to serve ALL students—those who
are at risk of dropping out, those interested in a Career
or Technical (CTE) field (Agriculture, Welding, Automo-
tive, Construction, Engineering,  Machining, Marketing/
Entrepreneurship, Culinary Arts, or Journalism), and
the academically gifted —and we have succeeded. Most of
our accomplishments required very little additional cost
to taxpayers, proving that “more money” is not always
the solution to every challenge. 

Ultimately schools are made up of people—custodians,
secretaries, paras, food service, maintenance workers,
teachers and support staff, and; most importantly, stu-
dents—and it is our compassionate and supportive staff
who make NHS a great place for students to learn.
Thank you to the thousands of friends I have made over
the years in Newton.  Hail all hail to Newton High and go
Railroaders!

Roger Erickson is principal at Newton High School.

NHS PRINCIPAL

ROGER ERICKSON

Say what?

The most certain way to succeed
is to just try one more time.

Thomas Edison
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(IRBs) to be issued, stated
that for every tax dollar
the City of North Newton
abated, it would receive
$1.58 in economic benefits
in return. Usually, when
providing abatements, gov-
erning bodies look to re-
ceive more in economic
benefits than initial invest-
ments. 

The whole council
sounded off in approval of
the commercial project,
which currently has Ever-
ence Financial Advisors as
its anchor tenant for the
initial 11,000-square-foot
building.  

At likely its next meet-
ing, the council will vote on
an ordinance for the is-
suance of the bonds.  The
city acts as a pass through
for the bonds between an
issuer, a bank, and the de-
veloper.

The agreement is also
legally necessary for the
city to issue property tax
incentives for the develop-
ment of the project, some-
thing Vogts has said
multiple times was neces-
sary for the feasibility of
the development. 

The city will not charge
property tax on each indi-
vidual phase of the devel-
opment for 10 years. 

Because of the city's in-
volvement, construction
materials for the project
will be tax exempt, as will
the bonds allowing the de-
veloper to get a cheaper in-
terest rate. 

North Newton still
stands to make some rev-
enue from the project, how-
ever. 

The city also approved
an ordinance establishing
annual administrative
fees, which would last for
10 years on each phase of
the project. 

The fees would increase
as the years passed, start-
ing at $0 for the first year
and ending at $5,000 for
the final year. All in all,
the city would make
$27,000 in administrative
fees for each phase, result-
ing in $81,000 in total
should the full project de-
velop. 

The fees, which Vogts
appeared to find agreeable,
would offset any costs the
city would incur managing
the administration of the
bond, according to the ordi-
nance establishing the
fees. 

During the public hear-
ing section of the meeting,
North Newton residents
expressed concerns about
the increase in water run
off caused by such a devel-
opment in North Newton. 

North Newton resident
Heidi and David Kreider,
who live in the 2800 block
of North Main in North
Newton, told the council in
2013 their property
flooded. 

"Our concern is spurred
again by recent notice of
additional development,"
Heidi said. "We're not con-
cerned of the development,
but this will add to run
off."

She asked the council to
consider possible drainage
developments or studies to
alleviate any flooding prob-
lems.

David Rickard, who lives
near the Kreiders, also
said he has had flooding
problems in the past.

Council Member Jim Go-
ering and Mayor Ron
Braun both recommended
City staff look into the
issue as the city moves for-
ward. 

In other news, North
Newton Police Chief
Randy Jordan asked the
council about the possibil-
ity of hiring another full
time police officer. 

Jordan said that law en-
forcement for North New-
ton is stretched, and he
isn't able to cover as many
shifts in the city as he
would like. 

Jordan cited the increase
in police calls over the last
two years. The North New-
ton Police Office has re-
sponded to 125 calls from
January to April, an in-
crease from 95 the year be-
fore and from 45 in 2014. 

Jordan broke down the
categories of cases, with
drug-related cases and
cases of outside assistance
taking the largest jumps
for the department. 

Jordan said the increase
in those calls come from
the City of Newton and the
Harvey County Sheriff's
Office needing more help.
Newton is currently trying
to fill a number of open po-
lice officer positions. 

Jordan also said that

North Newton now has a
drug sniffing dog, which
has also increased the
number of requests to help
out and find drugs. 

Finally, North Newton
has been participating in
the Safe Highways and
Roads Initiative (SHARI)
with the county. The pro-
gram puts law enforce-
ment officers on local
highways to enforce traffic
rules. The program has re-
sulted in a number of sig-
nificant drug busts. 

Jordan said that in-
creased vigilance on drug
cases was necessary to
keeping drugs out of North
Newton.

“I know that my style of
how I run this department
is completely different
from what you are used to,
and I understand that,”
Jordan said. “But I will al-
ways be a proactive with
law enforcement.”

Braun responded, telling
Jordan that the upcoming
tax cap lid could make
budgeting for another po-
sition difficult.

“That certainly will
weigh heavy on all munici-
palities,” he said. “This
would be a major increase
in the city budget, and we
will talk much more in the
budget work session.”

ETC.
*Matthew Schmidt of

Harvey County Health
Ministries gave the council
a report on the organiza-
tion.

Schmidt said that the
organization is the only lo-
cation in Harvey County
that accepts people for
health care regardless of
their ability to pay or if
they are insured. 

Schmidt said that 40
percent of the people the
group serves lack insur-
ance. Many fall into the
Medicaid gap, or they
make too much for Medi-
caid but too little to qual-
ify for the Affordable Care
Act. 

The Affordable Care Act
pays to expand Medicaid
to serve those in the gap,
but the State of Kansas
declined to facilitate the
expansion. 

“We believe we repre-
sent a good investment on
the part of the communi-
ties we serve,” Schmidt
said, adding that meeting
the health needs of a com-
munity differ larger health
costs down the road. 

Schmidt also asked that
the North Newton Council
consider becoming a part-
ner with the Health Min-
istries and allocate $5,000
to the organization. 

Braun said that the re-
quest was timely and
would be considered in up-
coming budget discussions. 

*Jaci Reimer of Harvey
County Economic Develop-
ment made a presentation
to the council and spoke on
the transitions going on
with the group after it let
go of its executive director. 

Reimer said the group
would be more open with
information and do a bet-
ter job of giving governing
bodies updates on what it's
doing. 

“We just wanted to reas-
sure you that we're sound
and things are moving for-
ward,” she said. Bethel
President Perry White and
Goering serve as North
Newton's representatives
on the board.  

*White spoke about an
upcoming training pro-
gram in entrepreneurship
development known as the
"IceHouse Entrepreneur-
ship Program."

Bethel College is work-
ing to put the program on
with Harvey County Eco-
nomic Development on
the Bethel College cam-
pus, June-1-3.  It will be
facilitated by
Gary Schoeniger, a nation-
ally recognized leader in
entrepreneurship train-
ing and founder of the En-
trepreneurship Learning
Initiative. White said so
far 20 spots for the pro-
gram have been filled. 

*The council re-ap-
pointed Jim Goering to the
Harvey County EDC
board.

*The council re-ap-
pointed Ron Braun to the
Public Wholesale Water
Supply District 17 Board.
Braun will serve as presi-
dent of the board for the
next year. 

*Crosswalk signage will
go in near Kidron Bethel
to help residents cross the
road.

*The council held a 10-
minute executive session
to discuss land acquisition

*The meeting lasted
three hours. All council
members were present.
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think this needs to be approached
with a legitimate performance re-
view and setting objectives. This
seems like a hard dose and really,
in my view, an unnecessary move
at this stage of this process. I can't
support the move on this docu-
ment.

“Approving this commits the city
to a quarter of a million dollars. A
transition like this is going to cost
us $300,000 to a half million dol-
lars. I think we all know that's
money we need for a lot of things. I
just consider this action fiscally ir-
responsible. I can't support the mo-
tion," he said.

Valentine said she didn't agree
with the decisions, and costs were
a concern for her. She then said
that commissioners should respect
each others’ opinions.

"I do respect your opinion,"
Koehn later responded. "This was
not something I took very lightly. I
thought and had a lot of prayer on
it. It's just a tough, tough thing.
Randy, you've been a fine city
manager, and you've a great con-
tinuing career ahead of you. I just
want to tell you I have a heavy
heart doing this."

Davis and Nygaard also ex-
pressed that the decision was diffi-
cult.

"I lost a lot of sleep doing this,"
Davis said. "There was a lot of rea-
soning that went into this. I think
we all lost a lot of sleep over this."

After the vote passed, the com-
mission appointed City Attorney
Bob Myers as its interim manager.

Through all of the commentary,
Riggs sat composed in his usual
spot on the commission bench.

At the end of the meeting, Davis
asked Riggs if he wished to speak.

"You really want to hear from
me?" Riggs asked. "Seriously?”

"You've been a good gentleman
about this," Davis responded. "I

feel like you need to speak; it's
only fair we give you opportunity
to speak."

Riggs took his final public ad-
dress in Newton to laud the city
and the job city employees have
done.

"I think it's important for all the
city employees to remember that
they put a lot of very specific effort
into building the premier civic or-
ganization in the Midwest," he
said. "Those employees should ac-
cept the accolades they deserve. As
the commissioners know, we have
multiple positive, community-
changing, economy-growing
changes in the mix," he added, say-
ing it took years of hard work to
get the city to where it was today.

After the meeting, Davis stood
outside the office building chatting
with residents and others who at-
tended.

Davis, according to terms, could-
n't comment why the three com-
missioners chose to terminate
Riggs.

When asked what different di-
rection the city wished to go, he
said that the city commission
wished to be more involved and
that there would be more trans-
parency moving forward.

He said that the decision was
discussed over many executive ses-
sions.

"We have an excellent staff," he
said. "They are all shook up and
worried about their jobs, but they
have nothing to worry about," he
said.

Riggs’ public administration ca-
reer includes serving as city man-
ager in Chanute and Sterling and
assistant city manager in Lawton,
Okla., according to his bio on the
city website. 

"He was the 2006 winner of
the Buford M. Watson Jr. Award
for Excellence in Public Manage-
ment from the Kansas Association
of City/County Management," the
website stated.

In other news, the commission

got an update on the progress of
the Prairie Fire Apartment Com-
plex that is planned to go in near
Wal-Mart on S. Kansas Avenue.

The apartment complex will fea-
ture 66 units and cost $11 million
to construct. Some units will be set
at market rate rental prices while
others will be rent controlled, as
the project will receive $8.3 million
in tax credits to be sold to pay for
development over 10 years. 

The project still has to go
through zoning which developers
hope to complete by August. They
then wish to finish construction in
September of 2017.

The city commission also unani-
mously gave its blessing to move
forward with the dog park project.

The park will be known as Cen-
tennial Community Dog Park,
which will go in next to Centennial
Park and be 2.1 acres. 

The Rotary Club, Caring Hands
and Ashley Klein of Blue Skies Pet
Care will help raise at least
$30,000 for the park by the end of
the year.  Roughly $23,000 in
funds is already committed.

ETC.
*Newton Police lieutenants Scott

Powell and Bryan Hall received a
mini MPA plaque from a represen-
tative from Wichita State Univer-
sity. 

Powell and Hall attended classes
meant to teach government em-
ployees about public administra-
tion.

*The City of Newton proclaimed
May 15-21 as National Public
Works Week.

*The City of Newton approved
closing Athletic Park Circle on
June 18 from 7 to 10 a.m. for the
Cookie Daze 5K.

*The city approved borrowing
picnic tables and trash containers
to first bank for its Customer Ap-
preciation Cookout on June 24. 

*The meeting lasted one hour
and three minutes. All commis-
sioners were present.
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was treated then. Others were
handed a malaria card, so they had
to visit the doc and drink “quinine.”

“Let's see what's going on here,”
Miller said to one of the students.
“You have a stomach bug and have
the runs. Eh.”

“Did anyone get diarrhea?”
kindergarten through fourth-grade
science teacher Debra Bartel asked
students gathered near the doctor's
office. “Oh, man.”

“What do you have to do to get
diarrhea?” a student responded.

“They're having to put a lot of
the gold they're finding into the
things that they need,” Pickerell
said.

Another Slate Creek fourth-
grade teacher, Alyssa Rychener,
said that during the Gold Rush,
items were in demand, and that's
why prices were so high, like blan-
kets were $100 and shoes were $50
a pair.

The Slate Creek Gold Rush also
had a general store, where they
could purchase supplies. One stu-
dent even offered gold to a Newton
Now reporter to take his team's
photo.

Before students started on Fri-
day, they had to stake a claim and
fill out an official document, get the
deed and post it.

Pickerell added they've been for-
tunate to have supportive parents
for this project.

“So we couldn't have done it
without them,” she said, adding
they spray painted rocks and do-
nated food supplies and money.

“It's really been a good connec-
tion between parents and school,”
Rychener said, and the kids have
been telling their parents about it.

The school has done this project
before, but not for a while.

“This is the first time this has
been done at Slate Creek in many

years,” Principal Tenae Alfaro
said. 

She said she likes project-based
learning and that this is something
the kids will remember.

One of the things Alfaro said she
learned through this was that back
then, they treated scurvy with
lime.

The students did have fun,
laughing, digging for gold and
drawing beards and mustaches on
their faces, whether they were

boys or girls.
“The most funnest day of the my

life,” student Kian Dussault said,
adding his team's name was Team
Gold Buster Boys.

Another student, who wore a red
flannel shirt and had the alias
“Aunt Sally,” Peyton Doherty,
agreed.

“It's a pretty fun day,” she said.
“We get to be outside and dig for
gold. […] We have to buy lunch
with this.”

GOLD
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weather, awesome cars and lots of
happy people.

“That’s what came together at this
year’s downtown car show,” he said.

They had a 50/50 drawing, Baugh-
man said, where folks can buy a
ticket for a dollar and win half of all
the money that’s collected during
the day.

“The Newton High School cheer-
leaders came to help us with that
contest this year,” he said. “The girls
raised a total of $700 and were
ready to pick a lucky winner about 3
p.m. A kindly man came up and pur-
chased six tickets from the girls just
before they picked the winning
ticket. He gave each cheerleader one
ticket each, and they all wished him
luck. As by chance, one of the cheer-
leaders won the drawing.”

She then gave all her winnings
back to the cheerleader squad for
their fundraising project.

About 12,000 people attended the
show, and cars came from 12 states.

Also at the show, youngsters Elisa
Stubby of Andover and Macy Scott
of Newton were busy Saturday
morning, handing out what ap-
peared to be business cards to a va-
riety of people at the 12th Annual
Newton Downtown Car Show.

Two of these folks actually were
life-like human dummies of an older
couple in a turquoise-colored car
parked on West Sixth Street.

Every year, thousands of people
show up to see cars on display in a
multitude of colors, from black to
turquoise to red and everything in
between.

“It's pretty good,” attendee Jim
Murray of Rolla said. “First time
we've ever been here. A lot of cars.
Pretty impressive.

Another attendee, Bob Smalley of
Newton, agreed.

“It's unbelievable this year,” he
said. “Some beautiful, beautiful cars.
I'd say this compares to some Cali-
fornia shows I've seen.”

Sponsors for the event included
Newton Now, Sonic, Bumper to
Bumper Auto Parts Specialists,
Lone Star Convenience Stores, Con-
klin Cars Newton, Back Alley Pizza,
A Pawn Shop and Mike's Rent to
Own.

SHOW
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
This old Ford truck was one of the hundreds of vehicles on display Saturday. 

PHOTOS BY WENDY 
NUGENT/NEWTON NOW

Above: Ricardo 
Valdivez works on
finding gold. 

Left: Rosany Ruiz,
Mily Felix and Airi-
onna Lee look for
gold. 
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Chisholm Trail Shopping Center
I-135 Exit 28 • Newton

316-804-4860
Daryl & Patricia Enos, Owners
Open Tues-Sat 10am-5pm All work completed on-site by Patricia!

If the tassel was 
worth the hassle...
you should frame it!

We will custom frame your:
• Graduation Diploma

• Senior Pictures 2016
Unique Collages & Shadow Boxes also available!

Week
in review

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Children from Northridge and Sunset elementary schools in Newton take part in field day on Wednesday, May 4, at Fischer Field.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
James Harris, Jensen Livesay, Collin Varela-Halderson, Justin Peralta, Cheryl Nottingham, Elijah Weber and Ivan Tapia-Ramirez take part in a tug-of-war con-
test Wednesday, May 4, at Fischer Field. Students from Northridge and Sunset took part.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
A replica of John Dearmore’s dragster shines in the
sun Saturday morning during the 12th Annual Newton
Downtown Car Show.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Macy Scott of Newton, left, and Elisa Stubby of Andover hand out cards Saturday during the
Newton Downtown Car Show.

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Carmond Young from Kona Ice, left, serves up shaved ice to Keith and Sharon Skidmore from Newton at the Off the Hook
Food Truck Festival on Saturday, May 7 at Harvey County East Lake. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
People mill around Saturday at the car show, which was Saturday, May 7, in downtown Newton.

WENDY NUGENT/
NEWTON NOW

RIGHT: Bob Smal-
ley of Newton
looks at a black
car Saturday dur-
ing the 12th An-
nual Newton
Downtown Car
Show. 

ADAM STRUNK/
NEWTON NOW

RIGHT: Lynette Red-
ington adjusts the
helmet of Aubrey
Webb at the Bike
Rodeo. As she ad-
justed it, she gave
tips on proper hel-
met application,
such as the helmet
shouldn't wiggle and
there should be two
fingers space be-
tween the bottom of
the helmet and the
eyebrows.
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Michael L. Hylton
Licensed Funeral Director
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Pre-need Counselor

Jackie S. Anderson
Licensed Funeral Director

Monument Specialist
Pre-need Counselor
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NMC top performer in large national study

A health-care analytics
group recently named
Newton Medical Center
one of its top 100 rural and
community hospitals in the
U.S. 

The group, iVantage,
which was founded in
2011, analyzed 2,078 hos-
pitals for the index it used
to determine the top per-
formers and based the
measurements on “more
than 70 different perform-
ance metrics, including
quality, outcomes, patient
perspective, affordability,
population risk and effi-
ciency, according to the
group. 

“We are honored to be
recognized as one of the
top performing rural and
community hospitals in the
country,” said Val Gleason,
chief executive officer of
Newton Medical Center, in
a press release. “This des-
ignation is a true reflection
of the excellent care and
service that all of our
providers and staff strive
to provide every day.”

All hospitals in the
study had fewer than 200
beds. 

The award comes out of
a larger rural relevance
study by the group which
looked at small hospitals to

assess their contributions
to the community around
them and their vulnerabil-
ity of closing. 

According to a larger
overview of its study pub-
lished on the group's web-
site, of the hospitals it
evaluated, 678 of the rural
and community hospitals
it looked at were vulnera-
ble to closing. It came to
that assumption by com-
paring each hospital’s met-
rics to some of the
characteristics of rural
hospitals that have closed
recently. 

Of that number, 17
rural hospitals in risk of
closing are in Kansas,
though the company de-
clined to name the hospi-
tals, according to a

previous article published
last October in the Wichita
Eagle.

According to the iVan-
tage group, 72 rural and
community hospitals have
closed since 2010. 

It listed a number of fac-
tors for the closing of hos-
pitals, including a smaller
market share and rising
costs as well as political
decisions. 

“The unintended conse-
quences of policy—specifi-
cally sequestration,
hospital bad debt and the
decision by states not to
expand Medicaid under
the Affordable Care Act—
have had a lasting, nega-
tive impact on rural
hospital revenue,” the
website stated. 

Kansas is one of 21
states that have not ex-
panded Medicaid under
the ACA. ACA expansion
has stalled in Kansas,
with debate on any sort of
expansion being blocked
by legislative Republican
leadership as well as veto
threats from Gov. Sam
Brownback. 

Locally, Sen. Carolyn
McGinn and Rep. Don
Schroeder have both come
out in favor of at least al-
lowing debates on Medi-
caid expansion, though
that does not necessarily
indicate support for the
move. 

According to the iVan-
tage group, more than 60
million Americans rely on
rural health care.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
iVantage named Newton Medical Center one of its top 100 rural and community hospitals in the United
States.

Newton is Panda Kitchen’s newest location

COURTESY PHOTO
Fei and Julie Yang celebrate the opening of their Newton Panda Kitchen with a cake and ribbon cutting Mon-
day. 

Panda Kitchen, a hibachi grill and
sushi restaurant, is up and running in
Newton. The location held its ribbon cut-
ting May 9. 

The location will be open seven days a
week from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. at 427 SE
10th Street in the Cedar Village Mall. 

The company owned by Fei “George”
and Julie Yang owns five other Panda
Kitchen restaurants, including a loca-
tion in Hesston, Hillsboro and Valley
Center. 

By Tuesday afternoon, the restaurant
was packed with a Newton lunch crowd,
hoping to try the new restaurant out. 

The location offers the regular Chi-
nese fare, such as sweet and sour
chicken, lo mein and beef and broccoli,
as well as around 20 sushi rolls, sashimi
and hibachi grilled meats and fish. 

Fei, a native of China with 26 years of
experience in the restaurant business,

came to the U.S. in 1998 in part to open
a restaurant. He settled in New Orleans,
where he began working in a Panda
Kitchen owned by a friend, as previously
reported the Hillsboro Free Press, a sis-
ter publication of Newton Now.

“I worked for my friend for seven or
eight years, then I bought the restau-
rant,” he said.

When Hurricane Katrina hit in 2005,
Yang's sister relocated in Hutchinson.
He visited her there several times and
decided to move to Hutchinson and open
a restaurant there.

It wasn't long before he sensed the op-
portunity to expand.

“My friend was working in Hesston for
Agco,” Yang said. “He told me the people
in Hesston would be very good for a
restaurant. He told me to come and try
to open a restaurant in Hesston.”

Since then, the Yangs have continued
to expand, with Newton as their newest
location.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

harveycountynow.com
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Tre Kremeier hits a backhand against his opponent Travis Bigler from Salina Central in a match to decide who goes to state and who stays home
on May 7 at Valley Center. Kremeier beat Bigler in three sets to punch his ticket to state.

After a tough regional
Railer tennis team ready for state

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Shawn Bontrager serves in the doubles quarterfinals against Hayden
Brauer and Colby Swift from Valley Center at the Valley Center Regional
on May 7. Bontrager and partner Adam Ford dropped the match in a
super tiebreaker but won the next match to qualify for state.

The 5A State Tennis
Tournament at Maize
South will provide plenty
of pressure. Some dreams
will come true, and many
more will be crushed with
the bounce of a ball on the
biggest stage. But having
qualified out of the Valley
Center regional, don’t ex-
pect Newton to be intimi-
dated by the competition.

“It gets you ready,”
Newton senior Tre Kre-
meier said. “I think it’s a
good thing, though, be-
cause if you get to state
from this regional, you
earned it.”

Facing some of the best
competition in the state
from top-ranked Salina
Central, No. 5 Maize and
a young talented Valley
Center team as well, the
No. 2 Railers will go into
the weekend more than
battle tested, having
brawled just to qualify.

In the loaded regional,
seeding was thrown out
the window, with New-

ton’s No. 1 doubles team of
Shawn Bontrager and
Adam Ford losing in the
quarterfinals, while the
No. 2 doubles team of Fe-
lipe Lene and Jordan
Singh upset top-seed J.D.
McHenry and Zach Hilbig
from Salina Central for a
regional championship.

Bontrager and Ford en-
tered the day as the No. 2
seed and ended up fight-
ing for their lives just to
qualify in one of the deep-
est doubles brackets in the
state.

“For 5A doubles, this is
far and away the deepest
regional,” Newton head
coach Nick Sisson said.
“Unless someone who
qualifies in doubles out of
this regional ends up play-
ing someone else who
qualified out of this dou-
bles regional, I’d see them
placing in the top 10 at
state. The best doubles
teams are all here in the
top six.”

In the final chance to
qualify of his high school
career, singles player Tre
Kremeier had to win a

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See TENNIS / B2

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton swimmer Emilie Holler swims for the finish line in the 100-
yard backstroke at the Newton Invitational on May 5. Holler finished
third in the event. 

Railer swimmers seek
another league title

League swimming
meets provide one last
opportunity for athletes
to either get a state qual-
ifying time or improve
seeding. But on Satur-
day, May 14, at Salina
Central, there is a lot
more at stake for Newton
High School.

“We have such a long
streak […] of winning it,”
Newton senior Emilie
Holler said. “Being senior
year, I feel pressure
enough, but that streak
just keeps us going more
to win it. We have got
those big teams that are
on our heels, and we’ve
got to beat them again.
We have such a big repu-
tation for it. That pres-
sure is definitely
constantly on our mind
through the meet. It defi-
nitely pushes us.”

At league this year, the
Railers will swim for an-
other league title. And
fighting off the field from
the top of the mountain
means getting everyone’s
best in every race.

But what has the 2016
Newton swimmers look-
ing at yet another league
title isn’t a group of su-
perstars scoring in a cou-
ple of events while the
team does damage con-
trol in others. The Rail-
ers are looking to score in
every event.

“I think that is what is
going to help us at
league,” head coach Vicki
Scheuermann said. “It’s
because of the numbers
and the strength.”

At the last meet in
Newton, the Railers had
10 athletes score at least

13 points in their individ-
ual events. Not counting
the points scored while
teamed up in relays,
Emily Robinson led the
team with 26 points,
with Holler close behind
at 25. Emily O’Meara,
Courtney Spreier and
Erica Beebe all scored in
the 20s individually, and
Jessi Stucky accounted
for 19 points. Nadia Mon-
telongo, Kara Peaney
and Kailey Naysmith
scored 16 points each,
and Naomi Kuhn had 13.

With Newton, the com-
bination of numbers
along with strong friend-
ship out of the pool made
the entire team better as
the swimmers push each
other for the common
goal of keeping the
streak alive.

“We definitely encour-
age each other a lot
more,” Holler said. “Each
practice, we push each
other more and more.
And even outside of prac-
tice we have these deep
friendships, and even
then we talk about swim-
ming all the time. We
build each other up and
set goals for each other.
It is fun to race them in
meets, because they are
your friends, and there’s
a level of competitiveness
that is just, it seems like
it is more tight because
you are friends and you
want to beat your friends
sometimes.”

As the streak grows,
things do not get easier.
The target on the Railers’
back grows with it, and
Hutchinson won’t be the
only challenger.

“Campus has got a re-
ally good exchange stu-
dent,” Scheuermann

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See SWIM / B2

Newton soccer tops Salina Central, Campus

When the Newton soc-
cer team came off the
field in the first half
against Campus, it
wasn’t the first 40 min-
utes the Railers were
looking for. After control-
ling most of the action,
Newton had nothing to
show after the Railers

did everything but finish
chances.

But in the second half,
Newton found the back
of the net twice to get a
2-0 win over the Colts on
May 10, with one game
remaining in the regular
season.

With an assist from
Bekah Tonn, Izzy Saenz
broke the scoreless tie
against Campus in the
second half to give New-
ton a 1-0 lead. 

Playing to the final

buzzer, Aylin Torres
scored with a second left
for good measure with a
Kaycee McClelland as-
sist to make it 2-0.

The win is the second
2-0 win for Newton in
five days after beating
Salina Central on May 5.

With a Torres assist
on each goal, the Railers
got a 2-0 win over the
Mustangs.

The first Torres assist
fed goal-scoring machine
Brookelynn Entz to give

the Railers a 1-0 lead at
the half.

Torres found Tonn for
the second goal to give
Newton a 2-0 win.

The Railers have six
shutouts on the season
after blanking the Mus-
tangs and Colts. Newton
is now 12-3 and will fin-
ish the regular season
with a home game
against Buhler, taking
on the Crusaders on
Thursday, May 12, at
Fischer Field.

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton forward Izzy Saenz battles a Campus defender for the ball on May 10 at Fischer Field. The Railers won the game 2-0. 

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

Railer baseball
loses pair to Eagles

The Newton High base-
ball team had a ton of
hope, only trailing Maize 3-
2 after two innings of the
first game. But a five-run
third and a seven-run
fourth put the game out of
reach in a 15-2 win for the
Eagles. Maize kept the mo-
mentum rolling with a 10-1
win in Game 2 after rip-
ping off four runs in the top
of the first.

The Railers were down
but not out in the first
game after giving up three
runs in the top of the first.
But Newton answered after
Brogen Owens reached
with a single and scored on
an error in the first and a
Cole Koerner RBI single

scored Chazz Martinez in
the second to cut the lead
to 3-2.

But Maize batted
through the order for five
runs in the third and bat-
ted around in the fourth to
build a 15-2 lead for the
final margin.

Koerner led the Railers,
going 2 for 3 from the plate
with the RBI in the second.
Owens, Kyler Sweely,
Hunter Mapes, Martinez
and Warren Dietz all sin-
gled as well.

Maize kept the big in-
nings coming with a four-
run top of the first to start
Game 2. With another in
the second, the Eagles took
a 5-1 lead before scoring
five in the sixth to get the
10-1 win.

Sweely batted Owens in

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton first baseman Jacob Lindenmeyer slaps a tag on a Maize base
runner on a pick off attempt in Game 1 on May 6 at Centennial Park. 

See BASEBALL / B2
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super tiebreaker in the
first round on the way to
getting a three-set win to
make it to the fifth place
match and into state.

“Any time a 10-seed
cracks into the top six in
their regional, especially
one like this, that’s saying
something,” Sisson said.

With the state field
ahead of them, the Railers
have seen the best compe-
tition all year and had to
perform in elimination
matches. Their nerves
have already been through
the wringer.

“It takes the weight off
of our shoulders,” Bon-
trager said. “Everyone
that qualifies here is going
to be major competition at

state. We have seen all
these guys before, and it’s
good to keep playing them
so we know what we are
up against.”

“If we have seen all
these guys, there’s no sur-
prises,” Ford said. “So we
have no reason to believe
that we can’t go all the
way this time, because we
have seen the best compe-
tition out there.”

The senior duo of Bon-
trager and Ford have led
the team all season and
figured to have a big run
at Maize South. But after
the recently paired Lene
and Singh picked up a re-
gional championship
amongst the best, their
continued growth together
leaves no limits at state,
either. With big runs out
of both teams, the Railers
will hope to cancel the

Salina Central strength in
the doubles bracket with
Mason Courbot and James
Michel as well as McHenry
and Hilbig, which could
lead to a big trophy in the
Newton case.

“I know what we are ca-
pable of, and I am trying
to get the boys to under-
stand that,” Sisson said.
“But Salina Central is a
very good team. Bishop
Carroll is a very good
team. Strange things hap-
pen at state, man. They
just do. I’ve told my boys
that again and again.”

The state tournament
will begin at 11 a.m. on
Friday, May 13, with the
introductions at Maize
South High School. Play
resumes at 9 a.m. on Sat-
urday, May 14, going
through the championship
finals.

TENNIS
From Page B1

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Felipe Lene (left) and Jordan Singh (right) celebrate a point in their semifinal match against Valley Center’s
Hayden Brauer and Colby Swift at the Valley Center Regional on May 7. Lene and Singh won the match on
the way to a regional championship in the tournament. 

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Cole Koerner follows
through on a base hit in
Game 1 against Maize on
May 6 at Centennial Park.
The Eagles won the first
game 15-2 and the second
10-1.

said. “And they have a little bit
of depth, too. They are not re-

ally, really strong, but they
have got some depth. They
have got some really good
sprinters. Everybody has
something. The relays are
going to be really competitive

and probably so much faster
than what we will imagine.” 

The first step to making a
splash at state in Topeka is
getting qualifying marks, and
there is always plenty of room

on the Newton bus with one
last chance to qualify at
league. And following the final
regular season meet in New-
ton, the Railers have grown to
a point where they are taking

control of their own destinies.
“Some of them even came up

to me and said, 'We need to do
this, we need to do this,' so
they know what they need to
work on,” Scheuermann said. 

SWIM
From Page B1

with a sacrifice ground
ball in the bottom of the
first for Newton’s only
run. Jacob Lindenmeyer
had the hot bat for New-
ton going 2 for 3 with a
double. Owens and Sport
Tegethoff were the only
other Railers to hit the
ball.

Newton were busy fin-
ishing the season with a
trip to Andover on May
10 for a doubleheader
with Andover Central,
followed by a trip to
Hutchinson on May 11
and games against
Bishop Carroll and God-
dard Eisenhower on
Thursday, May 12, in
Wichita.

BASEBALL
From Page B1

It’s time to cram for finals
Spring is a funny kind of

season. It just doesn’t
seem to have the same

rhythm as the others. And when
you factor in the schedules being
completely blown up every time
there is a storm in Kansas in
April or May, things just get to
feel like a game of whack-a-
mole. 

It is just kind of a season to
grab some sunscreen, sunflower
seeds and a lawn chair to plop
down and just see what hap-
pens. 

The unknown of it all can be
frustrating at times. But mostly
it is just relaxing. For the most
part, spring sports are just a
reason to get out in the sun after
the cold winter and get reac-
quainted with the outdoors. It is

the perfect time to get that good
base sunburn in.

Track and swimming can be
a lot like watching horse rac-
ing. It is a lot of down time in-
terrupted by short bursts of
intense action and excitement. 

To play baseball or softball,
you have to be completely fo-
cused in on every last pitch. It
is mentally exhausting in
games of failure as it is in golf.
But watching these sports is a
different story. I will never for-
get my first Royals game when
we were kids and a friend
leaned over to ask his dad when
the game was going to start. It
was the top of the second in-
ning. 

It was funny. But really, the
game starts whenever you grab

the local delicacy special to your
particular ballpark (Rocky
Mountain oysters at Coors
Field, game changer) and a bar-
ley pop and get a chance to find
your seat.

Soccer is a generally low-
scoring (not really when the

Railers get on a roll) game
played to a continuous clock. If
you don’t know the intricacies
of the game, you just have kind
of sit around waiting for some-
thing to happen.

Tennis tournaments are long
affairs spread out on a bunch of
different courts. Watching ten-
nis means meandering around
checking scores the best you
can for most of the day.

But you can take all that re-
laxing in the sun and chuck it
out the window when the post-
season rolls around. It’s time to
hit the lights and sirens and go
screaming to the finish line.

While the other seasons
spread the postseason tourna-
ments around, there is so much
going on in the spring that it is

all crammed in, in a mad dash
to try to get it done before sum-
mer break.

And now, with regional ten-
nis in the books, it is already
here. The seniors at Newton
aren’t even in school anymore.
April is long gone, and in the
next three weekends, state
champions will be crowned in
seven different sports. 

Deep breaths. It’s time to
cram for finals.

Mike Mendez is the sports ed-
itor for the Newton Now and

can be reached by e-mail at
mike@harveycountynow.com

and followed on Twitter
@MendezNewtonNow for those

brave enough to take a dip in
the Internet with a phone.

DROP THE MIKE

MIKE MENDEZ

With only the league
meet remaining before re-
gionals, the Railers had a
big showing against some
strong competition at the
Derby Invitational on Fri-

day, May 6.
The Railer boys had a

dominant meet in the
shot put ring. Josh Ful-
mer won the event with
Aiden Mills right behind
in second. Jackson Forest
took fourth, giving New-
ton three of the top five in
the event. 

Fulmer and Mills

weren’t finished throw-
ing. The two took first
and second in the discus
as well for the Railers.

In the 1,600-meter
race, Robert Loeffler took
second, while Landon
Moore took second in the
triple jump.

For the girls, Maggie
Remsberg was her own

wrecking crew, winning
the 100 hurdles, the 300
hurdles and the long
jump.

The strong young New-
ton sprinters met at the
finish line again. In the
100, Kalli Anderson, Sa-
vannah Simmons and Jen
Andres took second, third
and fourth respectively.

Anderson won the 200,
with Simmons finishing
third and Andres fifth in
the event. 

The Newton sprinters
joined forces to win the
4x100 relay.

Payton Roberts is con-
tinuing momentum in the
run for more state titles
with wins in the shot put

and discus for the Railers.
Newton will host the

AVCTL league meet at
Bethel College on Thurs-
day, May 12, before serv-
ing as the host of a
regional tournament held
at Wichita Heights on
Friday, May 20, to qualify
for state at Cessna Sta-
dium.

Railers finish strong at Derby with AVCTL and regionals coming up
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

Want more sports coverage? Check out HarveyCountyNow.com



In the final meet before
the league champi-
onships, the Newton High
School swim team didn’t
skimp on competition at
the Newton Invitational
on May 5. But with a div-
ing win being the only
first place event, the Rail-
ers finished consistently
near the top to pick up
360 team points and win
over Hutchinson with
271.

“Throughout the season
we compete against cer-
tain teams, just periodi-
cally,” Newton’s Emilie
Holler said. “They are not
all together, but today it
was really all of our big ri-
vals in one meet. So it re-
ally pushed us more than
usual.”

The Railers were led by
the three Emilys in the
final meet before league.
Not counting work on
relay teams, Emily Robin-
son was the top point get-
ter with 26 in her
individual races, includ-
ing second in the 200-yard
individual medley and
second in the 100 breast-
stroke. Holler picked up
25 team points in her in-
dividual races, taking sec-
ond in the 500 freestyle
and third in the 100 back-
stroke. Emily O’Meara
added 23 points from her
individual races, high-

lighted by a third place
finish in the 100 butterfly.

Courtney Spreier
picked up 22 team points
individually, and Erica
Beebe had 21.

Kailey Naysmith had
the only win of the meet
for Newton, with a first
place finish in diving.

The Railers will have
one last chance to qualify
for state at the league
meet on Saturday, May
14, at Salina Central,
with diving taking place
on Friday, May 13.

Newton Invitational Results:

200 Medley Relay
2. Newton (Emilie Holler,
Emily Robinson, Emily
O’Meara, Courtney
Mellinger), 2:03.48; 6. New-
ton (Lydia Deckert, Jessi
Stucky, Kara Peaney, Abby
Hatch), 2:15.14; 10. Newton
(Karli Parks, Hannah
Becker, Jasmine Powell, Alli-
son Hershberger), 2:33.83.

200 Freestyle

4. Courtney Spreier, 2:17.50;
9. Allison Hershberger,
2:34.11; 10. Zoe Siemens,
2:34.87.

200 Individual Medley
2. Emily Robinson, 2:32.54;
4. Erica Beebe, 2:34.43; 6.
Nadia Montelongo, 2:46.89.

50 Freestyle
4. Emily O’Meara, 27.51; 8.
Kara Peaney, 29.93; 11. Abby
Hatch, 31.20.

1-Meter Diving
1. Kailey Naysmith, 225.75;
2. Naomi Kuhn, 120.80.

100 Butterfly
3. Emily O’Meara, 1:06.09; 4.
Kara Peaney, 1:13.79; 7.
Nadia Montelongo, 1:16.89.

100 Freestyle
6. Courtney Mellinger,
1:02.35.

500 Freestyle
2. Emilie Holler, 6:00.24; 4.
Courtney Spreier, 6:17.22; 5.
Jessi Stucky, 6:21.44.

200 Freestyle
3. Newton (Jessi Stucky,
Courtney Spreier, Kara
Peaney, Courtney Mellinger),
1:55.78; 7. Newton (Erica
Beebe, Abby Hatch, Lydia
Deckert, Nadia Montelongo),
2:03.67; 11. Newton (Hannah
Rogers, Karli Parks, Jasmine
Powell, Zoe Siemens),
2:12.79.

100 Backstroke
3. Emilie Holler, 1:08.56; 7.
Lydia Deckert, 1:12.94; 11.
Jasmine Powell, 1:20.90.

100 Breaststroke
2. Emily Robinson, 1:17.40;
5. Erica Beebe, 1:22.19; 6.
Jessi Stucky, 1:23.73.

400 Freestyle Relay
2. Newton (Emily O’Meara,
Courtney Mellinger, Emily
Robinson, Emilie Holler),
4:05.13; 6. Newton (Courtney
Spreier, Erica Beebe, Zoe
Siemens, Nadia Montelongo),
4:29.14.
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Open SATURDAYS until 5

Newton softball drops two to Maize

Newton faced a tough
test against Maize on Fri-
day, and it was not the
Railers’ night. In a dou-
bleheader, the Eagles won
22-1 in both three-inning
games.

In Game 1, the bat of
Allie Jurgensen could not
be silenced. The Maize
third baseman went 4 for
4 with three home runs
and eight RBIs in the con-
test.

In three innings, the
Railers didn’t get many
trips to the plate, but the
bottom of the order made
the most of the opportuni-
ties.

Batting fifth, Reagan
Treffer went 1 for 1, while
Lindsey Gile in the eight
hole and Skylar Botter-
weck batting ninth both
went 1 for 1 as well. Gile
scored in the bottom of
the third on an error after

Maria McGonigal put the
ball in play.

It was more of the same
in the second game. After
11 runs in the second in-
ning and seven more in
the third, the Eagles
jumped out to another 22-
0 lead after two and a
half. Newton picked up a

run in the bottom of the
third on a Kyndal Bacon
single to score Celina
Perez. Bacon and Perez
had the only Newton hits
of the game and were
both 1 for 2. Perez broke
up the no-hitter with a
double to lead off the bot-
tom of the third.

The Railers hit the road
for a doubleheader
against Andover Central
on May 10 in Andover

with a quick turnaround,
traveling to Hutchinson
on May 11. Newton
makes it six games in

three days, finishing the
season at home against
Goddard Eisenhower on
Thursday, May 12.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Regan Treffer connects with the ball in Game 1 against Maize on May 6
at Athletic Park. Maize won both games 22-1.

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Emily Peaney accepts a throw on a Maize steal attempt in Game 1 against the Eagles on May 6 at Athletic
Park. Maize won both games 22-1.

Railer swimmers get team win at home during Newton Invitational

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton’s Emily Robinson swims her leg of the 400-yard freestyle relay at the Newton Invitational on May 5.
Robinson picked up 26 points individually on top of her work with the relay teams. 

Harvey County Commissioner Ron
Krehbiel of Burrton has filled for re-elec-
tion to serve as the County Commis-
sioner for the Third District in Harvey
County. 

Krehbiel will be seeking his fifth term
as Harvey County Commissioner, and he
will run as a Republican.

The Third District encompasses a
large swath of rural Western Harvey
County and includes 10 of the county's
15 townships. 

Krehbiel files for re-election
NEWTON NOW STAFF

HARVEYCOUNTYNOW.COM - CHECK IT OUT!
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Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifieds

B
E
L
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V
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IT.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

STILL WORKS!

Call 620-947-5702
or email

natalie@hillsbo-
rofreepress.com

Reach
MORE 

people with
our 

classifieds!
Your classified
ad will appear 

in both the 
Hillsboro Free

Press and 
Newton Now..
reaching every
Marion County
household and
Newton Now 
subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for
20 words, then 
25¢ per word

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25)
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2 Announcements

3 For Rent

Apartments/Homes/Rooms
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. 
rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

Apartment for Rent in Hillsboro. Contact
Rebecca 620-947-4021. 19-2tp

Apartments for Rent! 1 bedroom and 2
bedroom in Marion. 620-381-3011. 19-2tp

LARGE 1 BEDROOM APT. Hillsboro for
Responsible Adult. Partially furnished.  
Quiet neighborhood. May consider obedient
dog. Call 620-947-3535 leave message. 19-
2t

HEALTH & MEDICAL
CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
(MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. 
Call today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 60 tabs,
$99 includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-
0780 or metromeds.online (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
Save up to 93%! Call our licensed Canadian
and International pharmacy service to
compare prices and get $15.00 off your
first prescription and FREE Shipping. 
1-800-263-4059. (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down?  We can help reduce payments
and get finances under control, 
call: 866-871-1626 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

DISH NETWORK - $19 Special, includes
FREE Premium Movie Channels (HBO,
Showtime, Cinemax, and Starz) and Block-
buster at home for 3 months. Free instal-
lation and equipment. 
Call NOW! 1-866-820-4030 (MCN)

$14.99 SATELLITE TV.  Includes free in-
stallation.  High speed internet for less
than $.50 a day.  Low cost guarantee. Ask
about our FREE IPAD with Dish Network.
Call today 1-855-331-6646 (Not available
in NE) (MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can’t reach a phone! FREE
Brochure. CALL 800-306-1404 (MCN)

DISH TV 190 channels plus Highspeed In-
ternet Only $49.94/mo! Ask about a 3 year
price guarantee & get Netflix included for
1 year! Call Today 1-800-390-3140 (MCN)

SAVE on internet and TV bundles! Order
the best exclusive cable and satellite deals
in your area! If eligible, get up to $300 in
Visa Gift Cards. 
CALL NOW! 1-800-925-0146 (MCN)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Internet.
High-Speed. Avail Anywhere. Speeds to
15 mbps. Starting at $59.99/mo. Call for
Limited Time Price - 1-800-715-1644 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-800-442-5148 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV and get a $100 Gift
Card. FREE Whole-Home Genie HD/DVR
upgrade. Starting at $19.99/mo. New Cus-
tomers Only. Don't settle for cable. 
Call Now 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

19.99/mo. for DIRECTV - HD Channels +
Genie HD DVR + 3 months FREE HBO,
SHOW, MAX & STARZ + FREE NFL Sunday
Ticket! Call Now 1-888-552-7314 (MCN)

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.For
Sale
GRADUATION PIANO Sale now thru May
21st! 150 pianos on sale including over 40
grand pianos as low as $1988! Mid-America
Piano, Manhattan. 800-950-3774,
piano4u.com.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver    
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori
ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

FARM RELATED
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your
land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leasing
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com (MCN)

FOR SALE
TRAILER SALE! 6’X12’ V-nose ramp door
$2,799.00; 7’x16’ V-nose ramp door
$4,156.00; 82”x16’+2’ 14,000 lb. skidloader
trailer $3,699.00; Scissor lift trailer 7,000#
$3,477.00; 14’/14,000 lb. Dump trailer
$140.00 month/$6,499.00 w/tarp; 11 styles
of dump trailers in-stock!!! 515-972-4554
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and benefits.
Matching 401k. Bonuses and tax free mon-
ey. Experience needed. Call Scott 507-437-
9905. Apply on-line http://www.mcfgtl.com
(MCN)

Fuller Brush Co. Distributors Needed. Start
your own Home Based Business! Looking
for people to earn extra money servicing
people in your areas. No investment re-
quired. Call 800-882-7270 
www.joannefullerlady.com (MCN)

US Postal Service Now Hiring 1-800-255-
4134 $21/hr avg. w/ Federal Benefits in-
cluded to start. FT/PT. Not affiliated w/USPS
(MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.MyHomeIncomeNow55.com (MCN)

MAKE $1000 Weekly!! Mailing Brochures
From Home. Helping home workers since
2001. No Experience Required. Start Im-
mediately! www.centralmailing.net (VOID
IN SD, WI) (MCN)

ADOPTION
A UNIQUE ADOPTIONS, LET US HELP!
Personalized Adoption Plans. Financial
Assistance, Housing, Relocation and More.
Giving the Gift of Life?  You Deserve the
Best. 1-888-637-8200. 24HR Hotline. (VOID
IN IL) (MCN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (MCN)

Agri Trails Coop is currently seeking candidates for 
an opening at its Tampa location:

• Custom Applicator 

Successful applicants will demonstrate 
dependability, customer service orientation

and positive work outlook.
Contact Human Resources at 

785-366-7213 or cweis@agritrails.com for
details on how to submit an application. 

We offer competitive wages, excellent benefit package 
and flexible work environment.  

The Citizens State Bank is a locally owned 
community bank with 11 locations. We are seeking 

qualified applicants for the following positions:

• Teller/Customer Service Representative – 
full and part time in Newton

• Teller/Customer Service Representative – 
part time in Hesston

• Teller/Customer Service Representative – 
part time in Moundridge

Requirements include a high school diploma or 
equivalent along with previous customer service and 

cash handling experience.  
Please submit your resume to humanresources@thecsb.com

EOE/Minorities/Females/Vet/Disability

Contact us at 620-947-3917
for application

Summer wheat harvest elevator and scale help needed 
at Marion, Canton, Lehigh, Hillsboro and Canada 
locations.  Some positions for all summer and others for 

wheat harvest only. Must be 18 years old 
to apply and must pass a drug test.  

New Job Opportunity
Donahue Manufacturing is taking applications for:

Welders
We offer a truly competitive benefits package 

and opportunity for advancement.

Please contact: Donahue Manufacturing
1-800-457-7406

Durham, KS

Revenue Cycle 
Manager

Responsibilities will include
management of revenue
cycle and revenue cycle

personnel in the clinics and
hospital. Must have prior

experience. Excellent inter-
personal skills are required.

Please contact 
Delores Johnson with any 

questions at 620-947-1419.

Apply online at
www.hchks.com

or pick up an application at the

front desk at: 701 S. Main • Hills-

boro, KS E.O.E.–Drug Free Workplace

RN and C.N.A.

Fulltime and PRN 
opportunities available

Please contact 
Delores Johnson with any 

questions at 620-947-1419.

Apply online at
www.hchks.com

or pick up an application at the

front desk at: 701 S. Main  

Hillsboro, KS E.O.E.–Drug Free Workplace

Centre USD 397 is 
accepting applications for the

following position:

7-12 English Teacher 
for 2016-2017

Applications available at 
district office, 785-983-4304

or on website:
www.usd397.com

Application deadline: until
position filled.  EOE

FOR RENT
1 bedroom rental in
Hillsboro, close to 

the college. 
All electric, minimum

1 year agreement.

Call:
620-947-2323 or

620-877-0167

4 Merchandise

For Sale
2003 John Deere F725 zern turn riding
mower, liquid cooled Kawasaki engine,
52inch cut, new rear tires, new blades,
just serviced and Ready to Mow!! $2,750
obo. Call 620-381-4461. 18-2t

Giveaway: Above the stove General Electric
Spacesaver Microwave. 620-947-3258. 19-
1tfree

5 Automotive

Automobiles 
NICE CARS FOR SALE!!! 2012 Toyota Cam-
ry SE 4 door, 26K miles, clean non smoker
$12,250. 2011 Chevy Malibu, 4-door, 21K
actual miles, clean $8,750. 2009 Nissan
Altima 4 door, low miles 49k, clean $7,450
Call 316-640-3921. 13-tfn

For sale by Marion County 4th Fire District:
1978 Chevy C-30, 4-speed 4-wheel drive,
dual wheels, Circle D flatbed, 12,914 actual
miles.  Stored inside since new.  Nice
truck.  Contact Steve at 316-284-3804.  Mail
sealed bids to P.O. Box 111, Peabody, KS
66866 by 5-31-16.  Right of refusal of
any/all bids. 19-2tc

Automotive Parts
56 Chevy parts and old car parts. 316-640-
3921. 19-tfn

Parkside Homes
Assisted Living:

CMA: 5 am - 3 pm / 7 am - 5 pm

Healthcare Center:
Homemaker/Housekeeper: 6:30 am - 2:30 pm

Please contact Marci Heidebrecht, HR, at (620) 947-2301 or
marcih@parksideks.org for an application. 

Criminal background checks run at the time of job offer. 
Parkside is proud to be a drug-free, EOE workplace.

200 Willow Road, Hillsboro, KS  67063
(620) 947-2301  •  www.parksideks.org

E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

704 S. Ash • Hillsboro, KS

Applications can be picked up at 
704 S. Ash or online at

SalemHomeKS.org

Salem Home currently has the 
following position open:

• FT Evening  CNA
• PT Night CNA

HELP WANTED
Full-time Elevator Operator/Maintenance 

Position
Open at Cooperative Grain and Supply in Canton. Cooperative
Grain & Supply is a progressive, customer-driven, and profitable

company that provides excellent retire-
ment and health insurance benefits.
Must be 18 or older and pass a pre-em-
ployment drug test.  

Contact Shane Williams at 
620-628-4459 to apply.

The Legacy of Herington is
seeking a motivated, 

energetic Registered Nurse
to lead our nursing team in
our culture change journey.
Long term care, Medicare

and Supervisory 
experience required. 

Benefit package available.  
Please send resume to

Michelle Clore, 
Executive Director

2 East Ash 
Herington, KS  67449

EOE

Director Of
Nursing

ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

Exede High Speed Internet. Plans from
$39/mo. Blazing Fast Broadband in areas
cable can’t reach. Great for business or
home. We Install Fast. 1-888-800-8236
(MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW!  No paid op-
erators, just real people like you.  Browse
greetings, exchange messages and connect
live.  Try it free.  Call now:  800-357-4970
(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
1-800-283-0205 (MCN)

MCNMCN

Call 620-947-5702 for details

Looking to reach a
LARGER MARKET

than our area?
We have NATIONAL CLASSIFIED and

DISPLAY AD NETWORKS that can
increase your circulation to one million

and up to 11 million. 

in Florence is accepting 

applications full and 

part time positions.

Health Insurance
401-K

Vacation

Apply in person 
at Hwy. 50

Florence, KS
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LEPPKE
REALTY & AUCTION

501 S. Main, Hillsboro, KS • 620-947-3995
LYLE LEPPKE, Broker & Auctioneer ~ 620-382-5204 
ROGER HIEBERT, Sales Assoc. & Auctioneer ~ 620-382-2963

WWW.LEPPKE.COM

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, May 28 • 9:00 am

LOCATION: 1503 Indigo Road, Hillsboro, KS
DIRECTIONS: From Hillsboro, 4 miles South on Ash St /
Indigo Road, on West Side (corner of Indigo & 150th)

Dan & Donna Dalke, Sellers

TRACTORS
’69 756 IH Tractor • ’67 806 IH Tractor • ’49 McCormick IH Cub • ’44
Oliver 60 Row Crop (runnable) • International H • ’37 WC Allis on
steel, running • 530 Case Loader Tractor • OLD TRACTORS IN VAR-
IOUS STATES OF REPAIR INCLUDING: ’37 L Case, high spd rear end
• ’38 C Case • ’51 D Case • ’34 D John Deere • ’37 F20 • IH H • Twin
City 1728 on steel • ’48 Oliver 60

MACHINERY/TRAILERS/MISC
New Holland Manure Spreader • 5’x16’ Hale Bumper Trailer • 2 Wheel
Trailers • 4 Wheel Hay Trailer • IH 510 8-16 Drill • Hesston 1014
Hydro- Swing Swather • New Holland 5 Bar Beam Rake • Case 16’
Tandem Wheel Disk • 5’ & 6’ Rotary Mowers • 2) New Holland 851
Round Balers, (1 for parts) • 495 New Holland 12’ Swather, rough •
Birch 4 Row Cultivator • Fold Up 20 Springtooth • 269 New Holland
Square Baler, broken needles • IH 3-16 Semi Mount Plow • 47’ Semi
Trailer Box Van on wheels • 3) 300 Gallon Tanks on Stands • Asst Hog
& Cattle Panels • 2 New Rolls Barbed Wire • T-Posts  • 2) Honda 75
Motorcycles • 100 Cub Cadet Mower & Trailer • Gas-powered Log
Splitter

OLD & COLLECTIBLE MACHINERY
8) Dump Rakes • 9’ John Deere Pull Tandem Disk • John Deere Horse
Drawn Disk Plow • John Deere Stalk Cutter • Emerson 1 Bottom Sulky
Plow • Numerous John Deere & Moline Horse Drawn Planters & Cul-
tivators • 3) John Deere Pull Plows, 2 & 3 Bottom on Steel • 2 Horse
Drawn Road Graders • Case, John Deere & IH Horse Drawn Sickle
Mowers • IH Manure Spreader, Steel • Case Side Rake, Steel • 1 Bot-
tom, 16” Avery Pull Plow on Steel • Fast Hitch, 3 Bottom IH Plow • 2
Row, Allis Chalmers Snap Coupler Cultivator • Continental Trip Post
Hole Digger • IH Hammer Mill • New Idea Side Rake • Harrow Carrier
& Harrow • Walking Plow

GUNS
410 Stevens #39 A Bolt Action • Winchester Model 94 30-30 • 20
Gauge Stevens Single Shot • 410 EXCEL Single Shot • .22 Remington
550 • .22 Mossberg • .22 Wards Western Field • .22 J.C. Higgins • 12
Gauge Savage 30 Series • 12 Gauge Single Shot

ANTIQUES/COLLECTIBLES
OLD ADVERTISING SIGNS INCLUDING: McCormick Deering Service,
Dairy Equipment & Hamilton Hardware Signs • Large Ford A 1 Used
Car Sign • Large Ford & Firestone Signs • Pool’s “Swetprof” Work
Clothes Sign •Anti Sludge ISO= Vis “D” Motor Oil Sign • 3 Coca- Cola
Signs • Tucker & Griffith Merc Co Sign • Grimwood & Sons Burns,
KS IH Sign • Shell Sign • OLD METAL CANS INCLUDING: Ford Anti-
Freeze Can • Mobilene Motor Oil Can • IH, MM, Ford, Allis Chalmers
& other cans • Bay Bronze Gas Globe • Santa Fe Lantern • Phillips 66
Battery Stand • OTHER ASSORTED ANTIQUE / COLLECTIBLE ITEMS
INCLUDING: Lumber Wagon with Spring Seat, good condition •
1940’s Cushman Scooter • Several Pedal Tractors including: 1949
Small H, IH, Case IH, Western Flyer • Full Set Un-Dated Kansas Li-
cense Plates 1913 -1920 • 80+ Steel Wheels • 4) Wood & Coal Stoves
• Topsy Stove • MANY Old Wrenches • Coaster Wagons • Buggy
Wheels • Buggy Steps • Wooden Sleigh Box • Partial Racing Cart •
Wagon & Buggy Tongues • LOTS of Hames, Single & Double Trees,
Neck Yolks, Harnesses, Bridles & Bits, Collars • H Radiator & Shutter
• IH Pulleys • Implement Tool Boxes • Numerous Tractor Manuals •
Old Implement Seats (4 Cast Iron) • Rear Steel Wheels with Lugs,
Fordson, 9N Ford, H or M • Cut Outs, Allis, IH, M, John Deere, D,
Case, L & C • MANY OLD CAR PARTS INCLUDING: Carburetors, Mag-
netos, Starters, Box & Buzz Coils, Radiators, Flat Heads, Generators,
Hub Caps, Head Lights, Windshields, Horns, Steering Wheels, Run-
ning Boards & MORE • Tractor Govenors • Oliver 60 Radiator & Grill
• C Case Head • Numerous Plow Shears • Many Endless Belts • Small
Belt Driven Burr Grinders • Hand Grain Grinders • Small Pedal Grind
Stone • Large Cotton Scale • Numerous Lightening Rods & Balls •
LOTS of Door Knobs • Old Cameras • Wall Telephones • Wash Tubs •
Assorted Old, Odd Spark Plugs • 3 Post Drills • Old Radios & Phono-
graphs • Kerosene & Gas Lamps • Ice Cream Chairs • Weather Vanes
• Vernado Fan • Metal Toys • Metal Cans • 2) 1921 Marion County
Atlas • Fisher Price Houses, Garage, Barn, Cow • Area Thermometers,
Rain Gauges, Calendars • Wind Up Clock • Hoosier Type Glass Con-
tainers for Coffee, Tea, Soda, some blank • Chicken Crate • John Deere
& IH Corn Shellers • 1 1/2hp L.B. Engine, IH, L.B. Style • Stationary
Engine Carts • Old Style School Desks • Metal Wheel Barrows • 5 Gal-
lon Gas & Oil Cans • Jacks • Drip Oilers • Check Plate Marker Stakes
• De Laval & IH Cream Separators • Cream Cans • Barn Door Hinges
• Scythes • 2 Man Saws • Hay Knives • WC, AC Fenders • 7) Well Hand
Pumps & MUCH MORE!!

OLD / ANTIQUE FURNITURE/
HOUSEHOLD/TOYS/
MISCELLANEOUS

Hoosier Style Cabinet • China Cabinet • Wooden Beds • 3 Dressers •
Pie Safe (not complete) • Square Parlor Table with Claw Feet • Oval
Walnut Table • Wooden Rocker • 5) Treadle Sewing Machines • Organ
Stool • Stereoscope & Pictures • Beaded Stemware • Old Tabor Year-
books, Cookbooks (Ebenfeld Church) & Misc Books • Antique Dishes
Set • Cookie Jar • Silverware • Child Sized Folding Table & Chairs •
Erector Set • Asst Toys

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Furniture Warehouse
200 N. Main Street

Newton, Kansas
316-283-8536

1-800-439-0271

HUGE BACKROOM SALE!
WE NEED ROOM NOW!!!

Desks, bookcases, cedar chests, chests and 
more chests, dressers, recliners, ottomans, 

glider rockers, 25 wood kitchen chairs. 
BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR!

Bethel bell connected to groundbreaking
Supreme Court case Brown vs. Board of Ed

RINGING THROUGH HISTORY

The Bethel College
bell has historical
significance, ringing

out for the end of segrega-
tion in the United States,
ringing out during 1969 on
Moratorium Day to com-
memorate the 38,000
American lives lost in the
Vietnam War and ringing
out in Washington, D.C.,
for peace and justice.

“There could hardly be a
bell with a more varied
and colorful history,” said
practicing Newton attor-
ney Levi Goossen. “It was
auctioned twice and both
times bought by the same
common, ordinary western
Kansas farmer who had a
vision. Twice, my father
gave it away so it could
ring as an inspiration to
others.”

The bell's history is in-
terwoven with Goossen's
family, as well as a non-
segregated school in west-
ern Kansas, Brown vs. the
Board of Education and
the Vietnam War.

One of the girls, Zelma
Hurst Henderson, who at-
tended school at the
Prairie Bell School where
the bell sat on the Plains
many years ago, gave testi-
mony in Brown vs. the
Board of Education regard-
ing her experience with in-
tegrated schools at Prairie
Bell and Oakley schools.
Goossen said he went to
school in Oakley with some
of her cousins, and her
brother, Clayont Hurst,
was Goossen's school bus
driver in 1951-52. In addi-
tion, some of Henderson's
brothers played football
and basketball in Oakley.

Henderson, who was
black, graduated from
Oakley High School, an in-
tegrated school, in 1939.
The next year, she moved
to Topeka, marrying An-
drew Henderson, and from
this union, two children,
Donald and Vicki, were
born, said Goossen, who
has given presentations on
the subject to various
groups, including Life En-
richment at Bethel Col-
lege. Near where the
Hendersons resided in
Topeka, there was an all-
white elementary school,
but their children weren't
allowed to attend. They
had to bring their kids to
an all-black school on the
other side of the city.

“This surprised Zelma,
because they had always
had good relations with
their neighbors,” Goossen
wrote. “Her children
played with other children
both back and white. The
only schools she knew
were integrated. Because
of this and other discrimi-
nations, the NAACP
formed a group of 13 plain-
tiffs in 1951 to challenge
segregation in the Topeka
public schools.”

The attorneys in the
case especially wanted
Henderson's testimony be-
cause “she was the only
one in the group who had
been educated in an inte-
grated school. The attor-
neys wanted her testimony
to show that integration
would create no problems,”
Goossen wrote.

Henderson was one of
five people to testify; her
children were among sev-
eral in the Brown vs. the
Board of Education case.

Robert Carter from New
York was the lead attorney
for the case. The case was
lost in the Kansas Federal
District Court, appealing
to the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals, where they lost
again. Carter then ap-
pealed to the U.S.
Supreme Court, and they
won 9-0.

Goossen said Henderson
was the only person testi-
fying who had gone to an
integrated school. Goossen
said, after she testified,
she was upset because she
thought she had lost the
case for them. Carter told
her that is how they'd win
the case and that she was
living proof integration
works. 

“It was for this reason
that her participation and
testimony in the case was
pivotal,” Goossen wrote. “It
showed that integration
works.”

Now, going back in time
several decades to where
Henderson attended
Prairie Bell School, which
first was established in
around 1900 after a frame
schoolhouse was moved to
Summers Township west
of Mingo with six horses
pulling the rig. The bell
atop the school kept ring-
ing, so they named the
school Prairie Bell School.
In 1912, another Prairie
Bell School was built to re-
place the frame school, and
the bell was placed at the
top of that school.

This is where the Hurst
children attended school. A
freed slave, Thomas Ed-
ward, and two of his sons,
Theodore Vernon and
Thomas Lincoln, moved to
Thomas County in 1916.
Thomas Lincoln purchased
land in the Prairie Bell
School area, and he fa-
thered seven children, one
of which was Zelma. 

In the 1920s and ’30s,
Goossen's father and six of
his brothers moved from
Marion County to settle

between Oakley and Colby,
Goossen said; they all had
farms.

“My father was the first
and the leader,” he said.
“[…] He was really kind of
a self-made agricultural
engineer.”

Goossen's father, Frank,
invented the Lister wheat
seeder drill. In 1942,
Meadow Mennonite
Church bought the school,
bringing it to Mingo, and
they auctioned the bell as
part of fixtures of the
school.

“My father bought that
bell for $50, and then gave
it back to the church,”
Goossen said.

Ten years later, the
church again auctioned the
bell, and Goossen's father
once again bought it for
$50.

“He was kind of proud of
himself for that,” Goossen
said. “But he liked it.”

The bell then was on the
family farm.

“I would ring it from
time to time,” Goossen
said.

In 1956, Goossen's fa-
ther had other plans for
the bell.

“One day, my father told
me, 'Well, I'd like to give
that bell to Bethel
College.'”

A representative of
Bethel said they'd be inter-
ested in it, so it was loaded

onto the back of a pickup
truck and taken to Bethel.
The next day was home-
coming, and Goossen said
that evening, students
rang the bell. For a several
years, the bell was in stor-
age.

In 1969, on Moratorium
Day, however, Bethel Col-
lege rang the bell for 42
hours every four seconds.
Each ring represented
each of the 38,000 Ameri-
can lives lost during the
Vietnam War. The tolling
of the bell at Bethel was
covered by all three TV
networks and reported in
the Oct. 24, 1969, issue of
Life Magazine, as well as
in papers throughout the
States.

“The bell was also trans-
ported to Washington,
D.C., and given a place of
honor on the Mall at the
candlelight vigil in Novem-
ber of that year,” Goossen
wrote. “There, the Bethel
College Peace Club stu-
dents rang it as a memo-
rial in recognition of the
American soldiers killed in
Vietnam.”

“Now it rings to inspire
students and graduates to
do their best and to go out
into the world and make a
difference,” Goossen said.
“And it rings for the cause
of higher education an op-
portunity my father never
had.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Local practicing attorney Levi Goossen's father owned this bell, which weighs around 300 pounds, and gave
it to Bethel College in the 1950s. 

COURTESY PHOTO
The Bethel bell sits atop of the Prairie Bell school in the early 1900s. 

May 10 
Arrests
Alec M. Ainsworth, 23,

Newton / Poss Marij, Poss
Para, Contribute to a
Childs Misconduct,
05/10/16, 2100 Blk Old
Main 

Cameron R. Ponce, 23,
Newton / Dom Battery,
05/10/16, 200 Blk W 9th 

May 9
Criminal calls:
Agg Battery, Criminal

Damage, 500 Blk N High,
05/09/16 

Making False Informa-
tion, 400 Blk N Poplar,
05/09/16 

Violate PFA, 500 Blk W
6th, 05/09/16  

Making False Info, 100
Blk E Broadway, 05/09/16 

Criminal Damage, 400
Blk SE 10th, 05/09/16 

Arrests:
David L. Schmidt, 37,

Newton / Poss Drugs,
Poss Para, 05/09/16, 1600

Blk S Kansas 
Kelby J. Schmidt, 22,

Newton / Dom Battery,
05/09/16, 1000 Blk Oak 

May 8
Criminal Calls
Att Agg Arson, 200 Blk

W 1st, 05/08/16 
Violate PFA, 500 Blk W

6th, 05/0816 
Arrests:
Jeremy G. Vulgamore,

31,Newton / Dom Battery,
05/08/16, I-135 MM2

May 7
Criminal calls:
Burglary, Theft, 1200

Blk N Main, 05/07/16 
Violate PFA, 500 Blk E

10th, 05/07/16 
Duty to Report Acci-

dent, 600 Blk N Poplar,
05/07/16  

Arrests: 
Timothy E. Hahn, 61,

Newton / Dom Battery,
Assault, 05/07/16, 100 Blk
W 8th 

Rochelle D. Atwood, 49,

Newton / Warrant,
05/07/16, 100 Blk W 8th 

Matthew R. Neufeld,
34, Newton / Dom Bat-
tery, Violate PFA, Crimi-
nal Damage, Obstruction,
05/07/16, 600 Blk Sher-
man Ct 

May 6
Criminal Calls:
Violate PFA, 800 Blk N

Main, 05/06/16 
Arrests:
Morgan L. Sehie, 19, El

Dorado / Warrant,
05/06/16, 700 Blk Olive 

Taniequa S. Muldrow,
29, Wichita / DWS,
05/06/16, 800 Blk N Main 

Jose E. Ramirez, 25,
Newton / DUI, 05/06/16,
900 Blk N Walnut 

Nicole L. Bosley, 29,
Newton / Dom Battery,
05/06/16, 1100 Blk N
Boyd 

William J. Ballard, 32,
Newton / DWS, 05/06/16,
100 Blk E 14th  

May 5
Criminal
Theft, 200 Blk S

Kansas, 04/04/15 
Dom Battery, 1100 Blk

S Poplar, 05/05/16 
Criminal Damage, 100

Blk E 3rd, 05/05/16 
May 4
Arrests:
Brandon L. Hasty, 23,

Newton / Distribute
Drugs near a school, Agg
Endanger a Child, Poss
Para, No Tax Stamp,
05/04/16, 700 Blk W 12th 

Samantha R. Vanlew,
24, Newton / Distribute
Drugs near a school, Agg
Endanger a Child, Poss
Para, No Tax Stamp,
05/04/16, 700 Blk W 12th 

Donald A. Dake III, 27,
Newton / Obstruction,
05/04/16, 700 Blk S Plum 

Battery, 900 Blk E 4th,
05/04/16 

Theft, 100 Blk Man-
chester, 05/04/16  

NEWTON POLICE REPORTS
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We'll deliver 
to the 
cemetery 

for 
Memorial Day!

 

OPEN SUNDAYS!!!

116 W. 6th St
Newton, KS 67114
(316)283-1206

Old fashioned 
donuts at their best!

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

Specials Include: 
Monday- Friday   

Soup/Sandwich Combo 
Friday HumMus and Gyros

with Purchase of Gourmet Sandwich 
Expires June 1, 2016

701 North Main St.
Newton, Kansas
(316) 804-4573

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 AM-3:30 PM
                         Sat. 7:30 AM-2:00 PM

Gourmet Sandwiches
Desserts

Breakfast
Fresh Sides Daily

Catering

Evening Hours
Coming Soon!

                         Sat. 7
ri. 7Mon.-F

(316) 804-4573
Newton, K

701 North Main St.

                      :00 PM:30 AM-2   Sat. 7
:30 PM:30 AM-3ri. 7

(316) 804-4573
ansasNewton, K

701 North Main St.

                                                                                                              

Expires June 1
urchase of Gourmet Sandwich with P

                      

, 2016Expires June 1
urchase of Gourmet Sandwich 

417 E. 3RD, NEWTON
3 Bedroom

2 Bath
1700 Sq. Feet

$74,900

316-727-9329

Football players express concerns about not having a coach

Newton High School
football team members
showed up at the local
school board meeting
Monday night to tackle
the problem of not having
a head coach.

About 30 to 40 team
members stood, circling
the outside perimeter of
the audience, and a hand-
ful of the players ex-
pressed frustration to the
board during the public
comments portion. The
audience was packed.

Following the fall 2015
football season, head
coach Nate Wollenberg re-
signed, superintendent
Deborah Hamm said, fol-
lowing the meeting. In
January/February, the
district opened the posi-
tion up, she said, and
they've had a variety of
qualified applicants.
There is, however, a catch.

“The unfortunate part:
we didn't have teaching
positions for them,” she
said, adding the district
still doesn't have open
teaching positions for a
coach.

“I understand what the
students are saying, and
they did a really fine job
presenting their case,”
Hamm said. “We hope to
have a decision soon.”

She said there are sev-
eral candidates now who
have been interviewed
and are being considered.

One of the football team
captains, Landon Moore,
told the board he under-
stood a coach hadn't been
hired because of a lack of
teaching positions.

“No other activity draws
3,000 or more fans,”
Moore said about football,
adding why would this ad-
ministration and board
not be proactive on this
decision?

“It's very important to
us,” team member Kade
Remsberg told the board.
“We need a football
coach.”

Another football player,
Aiden Mills, talked about
how important the team is
to him, saying they need a

coach.
“I’ve had a great experi-

ence on this football team
the past three years,” he
said. “[…] Football is a big
part of my life, and I con-
sider all of my teammates
my brothers.”

The board did not dis-
cuss the matter, as they
don't handle matters of
hiring personnel. Board
Member Renee Erickson
was not at the meeting.

In other business, the
board:

• Met for about 1 hour
45 minutes.

• Heard a report from
Sunset Elementary School
fourth-graders and Princi-
pal Janet Weaver. Stu-
dents took turns giving
reports, which included
the school has 283 stu-
dents with two classes in
every grade except
kindergarten, there is a
new breakfast program,
the school has good be-
havior programs, and
there was a read-a-thon,
where kids dressed in pa-
jamas.

• For lack of a second
on a motion made by
Board Member Matt
Treaster to not approve a
Rural Housing Incentive
District, they took no ac-
tion on the matter.

“The City of Newton
held a public hearing on
April 26, 2016, to consider
a resolution establishing
a Rural Housing Incentive
District in order to move
forward with a commu-
nity development housing
plan,” information given
to the board stated. “Such
meeting may result in ac-
tion by the city council
that could require action
from the board if war-
ranted.”

By taking no action, the
matter will proceed on
how the city voted, Board
President Dick Koontz
said following the meet-
ing.

• Listened to a report
by Randy Watson on
Kansans Can, which is
through the Kansas State
Board of Education.

• Received a strategic
planning update.

• Approved the consent
agenda 6-0. This includes
the minutes from the
April 25 board meeting,
bills, treasurer's report,
personnel report and the
district membership in
the Kansas Association of
School Boards Legal As-
sistance Fund for fiscal
year 2017.

• Were allowed to give
comments at the end of
the meeting. Koontz re-
minded the board about
the Newton High School
graduation on Saturday
and hoped everyone
would be able to attend.
Board Member Steve
Richards said he's enjoyed
end-of-the-year school ac-
tivities, especially the
wax museum at Chisholm
Middle School and Engi-
neering Design & Devel-
opment Project Showcase.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Members of the Newton High School football team stand in the audience Monday night during the USD 373
Board of Education meeting. 

County discusses airport drainage

City of Newton staff
was on hand to discuss
Harvey County's commit-
ment on a large airport
drainage project at Mon-
day's county commission
meeting. 

Newton Public Works
Director Suzanne Loomis
said the project involves
installation of a detention
pond on recently bought
land near the airport as
well as a culvert project. 

The detention pond,
which would hold water
up to 48 hours before let-
ting it drain away, would
help alleviate drainage is-
sues for land owners
down stream of the New-
ton City/County Airport
caused by runoff from the
airport. 

The city purchased 154
acres of land near the air-
port, paying $1.473 mil-
lion for the land
acquisition.

All of the land which
housed a homestead and
cost $250,000 and 22 per-
cent of the agricultural
land purchased will be
used for the detention
project. 

According to informa-
tion presented by Loomis,
the total cost of land ac-
quisition that would be
used for retention is
$529,000, making the
share for the county,
which splits airport costs
with the city, $264,500. 

Loomis said that the
city was working with the
Army Corps of Engineers
and that drainage for the
airport was required to be
placed on property part of
and adjacent to the air-
port. The use of addi-
tional land allows existing
land at the airport to con-
tinue to be developed in-
stead of used for
drainage, City Attorney
Bob Myers explained. 

Additionally, estimated
costs for design, engineer-
ing and construction of
the detention pond, as
well as the cost for the
culvert work and replace-
ment at Oliver as part of
the project, comes in at
$722,000, making the
county's share of the con-
struction $361,000. 

“This estimate in my
opinion is high,” Loomis

said of the costs of the
project, which she said is
slated to begin this year.
Loomis believed that costs
would decrease through a
competitive bidding
process. 

In all, the total esti-
mated cost of the project
comes in at $1.25 million,
with the city and county
shares split at $625,000. 

The county commission
took no action on the
presentation, as it was
meant to be informative. 

From the sound of dis-
cussion with those pres-
ent, it seems likely that
the whole project will be
bonded out over a long pe-
riod of time, possibly 15 to
20 years. 

“With what we know is
coming in the future with
tax lid, my recommenda-
tion is to spread this out,”
Assistant County Admin-
istrator Anthony
Swartzendruber said. 

“The only thing I wish
is my in-law's farm sat
there,” Commissioner
Randy Hague remarked.
“Instead of $1,500 an
acre, we could have got
$8,000 an acre.” 

Loomis said the
drainage project was
something on the horizon
for some time now. 

In other news, the com-
mission heard a proposal
from Swartzendruber and
Court Administrator Jen-
nifer Foster to put in ADA
compliant jury bathrooms
on the second floor of the
courthouse as well as up-
date equipment in the
current kitchenette. 

From the sound of it,
the restrooms would not
be open to the public. 

Currently, if a juror
needs to use a handi-
capped bathroom, the
juror has to be escorted
during an active trial
down to the basement,
where the courthouse's
two ADA compliant bath-
rooms are located. 

Swartzendruber re-
quested to receive bids to
create the bathrooms.
Bids would be due in

June, and information on
the request is available on
the county's website. 

The commission gave
approval on the project,
and the county will take
the lowest responsible
bid. 

“We discussed this last
year, and we approved it
in the CIP,” Hague said.
"So I'd say go for it.” 

ETC. 
• The Harvey County

Extension Office an-
nounced the hiring of
Hannah Anderson to
serve as the office's 4-H
Agent. 

Anderson, who grew up
in Newton, is the daugh-
ter of Chris and Rhonda
Anderson and recently
graduated from Kansas
State University with a
degree in ag education
and spent a year working
in the university’s admis-
sions department. 

She was on hand at the
meeting to be introduced
to the commission. 

"Welcome aboard,"
Westfall said. "You're
coming into a tough tradi-
tion, but follow your own
course.” 

• The county remains
ahead of projected savings
for its new geothermal
and HVAC system. "After
six months of measure-
ment, we're ahead of
where we're projected to
be," Swartzendruber said. 

Expected energy sav-
ings were $55,805. The
county saved $59,006 so
far compared to previous
years in energy and util-
ity use. 

The numbers have been
adjusted to take into ac-
count the mild winter the
county experienced. 

"This is a great report,"
Westfall said. "I'm glad
we're exceeding projec-
tions." 

• The county commis-
sion approved paying its
weekly bills for $525,336.
The bill was in part
higher than normal be-
cause of scheduled second
quarter distributions to
various organizations the
county funds such as
$52,000 for the Harvey-
Marion County Commu-
nity Developmental
Disabilities Organization. 

• The meeting lasted
two and one-half hours.
All commissioners were
present.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

MyersLoomis

The Newton High
School production of “All
Shook Up” received 10
Music Theatre of Wichita
Jester Award Nomina-
tions. The MTW Jester
Awards are like the Tony
Awards or the Oscars for
high school theater in the
Wichita Area. 

Nominations for “All
Shook Up” were:

• Outstanding Overall
Production

• Outstanding Lead Ac-
tress—Katie Robu

• Outstanding Support-
ing Actress—Jennifer
Tozier

• Outstanding Produc-
tion Number—Jailhouse
Rock

• Outstanding Pit Or-
chestra

• Outstanding Scenic
Design—Lauren Couch-
men and instructor

Michael Parker
• Outstanding Set Crew
• Outstanding Lighting

Design
• Outstanding Lobby

Display
• Technical Achieve-

ment—Nancy Dorrell
(scenic artist)

The 15th Annual
Awards Ceremony will be
at 7 p.m. Friday, May 13,
at the Orpheum Theatre
in Wichita. 

NHS production receives Jester nominations
FOR NEWTON NOW
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Bown-Corby School House
Apartments for Rent

Need new tenants for 
apartments with prices 

ranging from $300-$695 and 
all utilities are included in 

the monthly rent!

Call 316-630-8002 or  316-207-1866 or visit our website 
at http://www.realpropertymgtwichita.com

for more information.

2-bed, 1-bed and studio
apartments!

412 N. 2nd • Marion

 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

School bus takes fire
Shots were fired at a

Newton School District
Bus traveling toward
Walton on Tuesday after-
noon, prompting a short
lock down.

The Harvey County
Sheriff’s Office stated
that a teenage male in a
silver pickup truck was
headed east and fired a

shot at the bus from the
passenger side of the ve-
hicle

Newton Superintendent
Deb Hamm said the bus
was heading west to pick
up students at Walton.

“It would have been
normal for a bus to be
traveling that way to pick
up students,” she said.
“At that point, we were
notified by police. We held
all the students inside the
school. It was dismissal
time. We invited parents

into the buildings. We
didn’t load buses.”

Hamm said they later
released the buses and
that students should have
been about 30 minutes
later than their regular
scheduled time.

Buses usually let out
around 3:10 p.m. for the
grade schools and 3:25
p.m. for the high school.

Authorities are still
looking for the vehicle.

No one was hurt with
the incident.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Owner of Hot-2-Trot Gourmet Hotdogs, Adam Bussey, serves a hotdog at the Off the Hook Food Truck Festival
on May 7 at Harvey County East Lake.

Off the Hook Food Truck Festival at East Lake

On May 7, Harvey
County Parks brought in
the first annual Off the
Hook Food Truck Festival
at Harvey County East
Lake.

“We had an excellent
turnout as far as people
coming out and patroniz-
ing the vendors,” Harvey
County Parks Director
Kass Miller said. “Every-
one said that it has been
worth their while to come
out, and they are inter-
ested in coming back next
year. I have had a couple
of other vendors that just
came out to see what it
was about contact me and
want to know about com-
ing out next year. So I
think it will grow and be
bigger and better for us.”

The event brought an
array of food items, in-

cluding Kona Ice, Smoke
My Meat Catering, Hot-2-
Trot Gourmet Hotdogs, C-
F Cookers and Big Chill
Ice Cream. Heartland
Credit Union sponsored
bounce houses, and Fam-
ily Video provided a movie
under the stars.

As the popularity of
food trucks rises, vendors
are looking to expand ter-
ritory as well. And the op-
portunity to get to Newton
provided a good opportu-
nity.

“We wanted to branch
out from Wichita a little
bit and just see what it is
like,” Hot-2-Trot Hotdogs
owner Adam Bussey said.
“I have never been to this
park. And it turned out
great. We had a great
turnout for this first an-
nual event. Hope they do
it again.”

Of the many draws to a
food truck festival, one of
the biggest is the opportu-
nity to become a part of a

community, for the pa-
trons enjoying a day at
the lake and for the ven-
dors as well.

“It is a really strong
food truck community,”
Bussey said. “Everybody
tries to help each other
out.”

“It is just the whole feel-
ing of unity as one for
Harvey County,” Miller
said. “We are a small
county, but maybe that
works to our advantage.”

While Miller wants
Harvey County Parks to
be about camping and
fishing, he also wants to
continue to provide a
number of family activi-
ties as well. Starting the
food truck festival is a big
part of providing enter-
tainment the county and
the vendors hope will be
back.

“Everybody was really
happy to have us out
here,” Bussey said. “So
that is always good.”

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

Ownership of Patriot Pawn changes hands

It appears that Patriot
Pawn and Firearms is
closing. 

The pawn shop at 819 N
Main St. has been operat-
ing for more than 10 years
in the community, but on
Friday morning, its Face-
book page had a message:
Patriot Pawn and
Firearms Company is now
owned by Bank of the
West and Bud Palmer's
auction company.

The message said that
pawned items must be
picked up and paid for in
cash and that the store
will have the following
hours of May 11 and 12
from 1 p.m., to 5 p.m. and
May 13 and 14 from 9
a.m. to 12 p.m.

The shop was closed
Friday morning, and the
phone number for the
shop went to the answer-
ing machine.

The Facebook post by
Patriot Pawn gave a con-

tact number. A man an-
swering the contact num-
ber said Bud Palmer
Auction had been con-
tracted to liquidate the

property that wasn't
claimed and paid for. 

Bart Kellum had owned
and operated the busi-
ness.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Patriot Pawn and Firearms is closing.

Fundraising to start for Excel Industries pins

The Harvey County
ERT is hoping to pay
for and raise funds to
give commemorative
pins to each member of
law enforcement,
Fire/EMS, Emergency
Management and Com-
munity Volunteers who
aided in the response to
Hesston.

The pins feature the
names of the areas af-

fected, Harvey County,
Hesston, Newton, the
date of the event in
Roman Numerals, a

Latin script translating
to “Together we are
stronger” and five ar-
rows pointing in the
same direction repre-
senting the cooperation
of various community
organizations and re-
sponders in helping to
deal with the situation.

The ERT would even-
tually hope to raise
enough donations to
provide a coin to each
employee at Excel as
well, which features the
company name, a
phoenix and three stars.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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Kid Scoop is made possible by these sponsors: 

If you like this feature and would like it each week,
consider subscribing to this newspaper, 

which provides Kid Scoop to 
requesting classrooms free of charge.

harveycountynow.com/newtonnow

712 N. Main • Newton
316.284.0390

www.EAULILY.com

Open Sunday
afternoons in

December.

Gifts & Toys 
for all ages.

Some 
handmade, 

all well made!
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These confused warrior 
cells are looking for things 

to attack. Can you find:

peanut

egg

pollen

grass

cat

dog

milk

wheat

strawberry

Standards Link: Math: Recognize and extend patterns.

The best way NOT to suffer 
from allergies is to stay away 
from what causes them. This 
is easy if you know you can’t 
eat strawberries or peanut 
butter. But if you are allergic 
to pollens and other things in 
the air around us, you may 
need to see a doctor for help.

Look at each row of things that can cause allergies. 
Draw what comes next in each pattern.

Inside your body are warrior cells that find and attack harmful 
germs. Some people have warrior cells that get confused. They 
attack things that are not normally harmful to people, such as 

pollen, cat dander or mold.

When this happens, the place where the warrior cells are 
fighting swells up, turns red and gets itchy. This is 

called an allergic reaction.

Jacob, Amanda and Sasha have 
allergies. Yet their allergies are 
all different.

 If Jacob pets his friend’s 
 cat, he starts to sneeze.

 If Sasha eats strawberries, 
 she breaks out in an itchy 
 rash.

 Amanda’s first taste of a peanut 
 butter sandwich made her vomit, 
 wheeze and struggle to breathe. 
Amanda cannot eat 
things with nuts.

Do YOU have any 
allergies? Does a member 
of your family suffer from 
allergies?

Standards Link: Health: Students understand the causes and symptoms of diseases in the human body.

Standards Link: Health: Students understand 
the treatment of diseases in the human body 
and the behaviors to reduce the risk of disease.

Standards Link: 
Science: Investigation: 

Group objects by 
common attributes.

Look through 
the newspaper 
to find words 
or pictures of 

things that 
belong in one 

of the following 
groups:

• Things we 
breathe.

• Things we 
eat.

• Things we 
touch.

Put a star next 
to things you 

know can cause 
allergies.
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ANSWER: You get SCENT to a specialist.

What happens when 
you tell a doctor that 
you are allergic to 

perfume?
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Find the words in the puzzle, 
then in this week’s Kid Scoop 

stories and activities.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

ATTACK
POLLEN
CAT
CELLS
EGGS
ITCHY
TASTE
ALLERGIC
DOCTOR
WARRIOR
PEANUT
DOG
AIR
SUFFER
MOLD

   n 1996, swimmer Amy Van Dyken became the first 
woman to ever win four gold _____ in a single Olympics.

Amy has severe _________. When she was a little girl, her 
allergies caused asthma attacks that 
often sent her to the ________ room at 
the hospital. She was so _____ from 
her asthma that she could not 
swim the length of a pool 
until she was 12 years old.

      ince that time, new 
       treatments have made 
it possible for people with 
allergies and asthma to 
live more _______ lives. 
In Amy’s case, it helped 
her go for the _______!

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Use context clues to understand the meaning of sentences.

ALLERGIES

NORMALGOLD

MEDALS WEAK

EMERGENCY

Aaa-CHOO! A big sneeze 
blew some words out of 
this story. Can you find 

where each word belongs?

Standards Link: Health: Students recognize and practice 
positive health behaviors.

Everyone feels better, even people with 
allergies, when they eat right, exercise and 
get plenty of rest. Look through the 
newspaper for things that are good for your 
body. Choose three or more things.

Healthy Feels Good

Standards Link: Health: Recognize and 
practice safe health habits.

If the air near your home is 
polluted, their are ways for 
you to lower you’re risk of 
health problems caused by 
pollution. You can played 
outdoors at the times of day 
when hair pollution levels 
are lower. In the summer, 
this is often in the morning 
or in the evening. Another 
good way to lower your risk 
is by taking it easier if me 
do play outdoors when air 
pollution levels is high. 
Also, if your chest ever feel 
strange or it is hard to 
breathe, stop playing 
outside, and tell your 
parents or teachers.

Are you an eagle-eyed reader? 
Read the paragraph below and 
circle the seven errors you find. 
Then rewrite the story correctly.

Breathe Safe

... eating right and getting 
lots of exercise.

Pick something silly to be 
allergic to. How would this 

change your life?

What if I were 
allergic to …

The noun asthma means an 
ailment in which the symptoms 
include difficulty breathing, 

wheezing and coughing.

ASTHMA

Try to use the word asthma 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

The smoky environment 
brought on Devon’s 

asthma attack.

This week’s word:


