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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Winston Sommerfeld of rural Newton takes two Percherons, Sir and Connie, out of the barn on Monday. Winston and his wife Jan use these
horses are part of their business County Boys Carriage. 

After continued vandalism of the old Bethel
Clinic, the Newton Police Department arrested
three juveniles on felony property damage
charges. 

The clinic, at 201 S. Pine Street, has long sat
vacant and recently became a target for the van-
dals. 

Lewd words, swastikas and other symbols were
spray painted on the walls, and 28 windows on the
north and south sides of the building were busted
out. 

Newton Police Lt. Scott Powell said the depart-
ment were investigating the incidents of vandal-
ism, believing it was done by juveniles heading
home from school. Glass now litters the sidewalk
and parking lot around the building. 

The police and local property owners noticed the
damage, and after the tip from a witness, the po-
lice department responded, arresting three chil-
dren between the ages of 12 and 13. 

Powell said that police believe that the three
caused $1,500 worth of property damage during
the incident they were arrested for. 

Two were released to their parents and the
other, who Powell said had been picked up by

Vandals smash
former Bethel
Clinic building
� Juveniles arrested with felony charges after
spray paint and windows busted out found. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
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adam@harveycountynow.com
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The public needs a chance to see the police sta-
tion. 

That was the sentiment echoed by a number of
members of the Community Council on Police Fa-
cilities after they had a chance to tour the Newton
Police Station during their second meeting Mon-
day afternoon. 

“The tour today gave us a lot of information,”
Board Member Jaime Ontiveros said. “My concern
right off the bat is security. So how do we improve
that to protect our officers. It has to be the public's
story. It's not our story; it's all of our story. How
do we figure out to get the public involved?”

With the blessing of the commission, Mayor
Barth Hague created the task force in order to
come up with a plan to address future facility
needs of the Newton Police Department. 

On April 3, Police Chief Eric Murphy gave the
group a tour, highlighting security issues, mold is-
sues, and a lack of office and storage space within
the building built in the late ’60s. 

Murphy pointed out that the front office staff is
put in danger, as the glass in the office isn't bullet
proof. He showed off small offices originally meant
to be interrogation rooms. The interrogation
rooms that do exist, he said, suffered from paper

Task force wants public
to look at police station

Riveras open Peaks to Plains, a tattoo
shop focusing on the art masterpieces
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Jan and Winston Som-
merfeld's largest horse,
Sir, weighs in at one ton.
That's right—about 2,000
pounds of pure muscle.

Although Sir is a lot big-
ger than Winston, who is
quite the tall man with
hands the size of bear
paws, it's obvious Winston
is in control of the rela-
tionship. Sir is a
Percheron, which is a draft
horse like the Clydesdales,
which Winston called a
“gentle giant.”

Sir likes to have his nose
rubbed and minds Winston
when he tells the horse,
who is 17 hands tall, what
to do. On Monday, Win-
ston gently told Sir, “No,”
and the horse stopped
doing what he was doing.

Sir and his horse part-
ner, Connie, another
Percheron, are two of the
Sommerfelds' 12 horses,
counting the riding pony,
they have on their rural
Newton farm.

They use their horses for
their business, Country

Horses before the cart
Sommerfelds’ carriage business around since the 1980s
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Winston Sommerfeld and Percheron horse Dee stand outside the barn at the rural Newton home of
the Sommerfelds.See CARRIAGE / 8

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Daniel Rivera, left, works on putting a tattoo on customer Joe Cheek. 

Art has been a lifelong passion
for Daniel Rivera and his wife
Kristin. But to achieve their ulti-
mate dream of selling their art,
they had to move from their big-
city home in Lakewood, a suburb
of Denver, and open up shop in
Newton. And on March 21, with
the opening of Peaks to Plains
Tattoo Co. at 1015 Washington,
the dream became a reality.

“Owning my own shop, we can
make it how we want it,” Daniel

said. “We can do it because we
love art, and we want to help
other people express themselves
through art and give them some-
thing that is going to mean some-
thing to them for the rest of their
life.”

There were many draws in
moving to Newton for the
Riveras. The cost of living in Den-
ver made the possibility of start-
ing a life for themselves difficult.
And wanting to work in tattoos
meant working for someone else.
In many cases, owners aren’t
artists themselves and live off a
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Egg Hunt draws
large crowd 
Page 3

Newton woman makes life out of 
embroidery hobby - Page 16

- Life Enrichment - 
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Iremember coming
home from college one
weekend years ago

and grabbing a banana off
the counter as I sauntered
into the living room. 

It was there that I was
greeted by a look of horror
from my sister.

“What are you doing?!”
she demanded.

Before I could answer,
my mouth full of banana,
she accosted me, “Dad and
I were letting those ba-
nanas get brown so Mom
would make banana
bread! Now there aren’t
enough bananas!”

I immediately felt
guilty. After all, it was a
game I’d taken part in
many times growing up.
We all knew that if we
could just leave a few ba-
nanas on the counter for
just long enough, it
wouldn’t be long before
Mom would make a deli-
cious loaf of banana bread
to get rid of them.

I’m very sure she was
on to us (if not, sorry for
ratting you out, Dad,
since I’m sure you’re still
using the banana bread
racket), but she would
quite often reward us
with a treat.

I can’t prove that the
bananas I found browning
on our counter recently

were a ploy by Joey in the
same game, but I still
used them to make a
great dessert. Instead of
banana bread, I made
some bars that have much
the same consistency as
traditional bread, but
they bake much more
quickly and there isn’t
near as much careful slic-
ing involved.

This recipe comes from
“Butter with a Side of
Bread,” and you can find
it at http://butterwith-
asideofbread.com/2017/01/
chocolate-chip-banana-
bars/. I added a bit extra
cinnamon and added
pecans to my version.

Chocolate Chip
Banana Bars

Ingredients
5 very ripe bananas
3/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup oil (I used

canola)
1/4 milk
2 eggs
1-3/4 cup flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 heaping teaspoon cin-

namon
12 ounces chocolate

chips
about 1/2 cup chopped

pecans (or other nuts)

Preheat the oven to 350

degrees.
Prepare a large,

rimmed baking sheet
(about 15-by-10.5-inch) by
coating it with cooking
spray.

Mash the bananas re-
ally well, and then beat
them together with the
brown sugar, oil, milk and
eggs.

Beat in the flour, bak-
ing soda, salt and cinna-
mon. 

Once everything is com-
bined, stir in about half
the chocolate chips.

Spread the batter into
the pan and then sprinkle
the top with more choco-
late chips and the pecans.

Bake for about 20 min-
utes or until a toothpick
inserted in the center
comes out clean.

Store in an airtight con-
tainer.

These came together
quickly and baked quickly,
which makes them a good
candidate to keep in your
recipe box for when you
need a dessert on the fly.

I served these at a game
night we hosted, and I
didn’t have anything but
crumbs left at the end of
the evening.

I also noticed that
there’s another banana
browning on our counter-

top at the moment. I hope
Joey realizes he’s going to
have to leave more than
one hanging around if he
wants more banana bars,
but he knows I tend to col-
lect brown bananas in the
freezer, so maybe he’s just
doing the slow play on
this one.

Lindsey Young is the co-
owner of Newton Now and

is a graduate of Bethel
College.
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ALL YOU CAN EAT!

EasterBuffet
We also have

Verenika 
& Zwiebach

5 Meat

April 16 • 10am-2 pm, Dine with us!*
*No coupons please

Rental Cars
283-0789

130 E. 4th • 283-9100
“the nicest storage units in Newton”

Family loses 11-year-old son on Saturday morning

Geovanny Villanueva
had a morning every par-
ent dreads. Looking back,
he said there were things
happening that foreshad-
owed what was to come.

This past Saturday, Vil-
lanueva went in to check
on his son Anthony Taylor
Villanueva (ATV) and
found him not breathing
in bed. The 11-year-old
died unexpectedly the
morning of Saturday,
April 1.

“When his daddy came
in to wake up him, he was
not breathing,” the fam-
ily's gofundme page
stated. “ATV's father was
advised by 911 to place
him on a flat surface and
begin the unimagin-

able....chest compressions
on his little boy in an ef-
fort to save him. ATV had
been on seizure medica-
tion recently. [...] His big
brother and best buddy,
Kaeden, who is almost 13,
was away on a school
field trip for leadership
training and did not find
out until later Saturday
evening.”

Villanueva said a cou-
ple of the things that
foreshadowed his son's
death included Vil-
lanueva just watching
something on Netflix
about a teenager dying,
ATV getting to eat one of
his favorite meals the
night before and ATV
calling his grandma “out
of nowhere” saying some-
thing about praying for
her and him, Vallanueva
said.

Villanueva said this

was the
“worst pos-
sible sce-
nario I can
think of”
and that
he's still
waiting for
someone to
wake him
up. He's been raising his
two sons as a single par-
ent, and ATV's mother is
Erica Robinson of Wi-
chita.

Villanueva said they re-
ceived an autopsy report,
which stated there was
nothing physically wrong
with ATV. The boy did
have a history of seizures,
and he was on the correct
medications, his father
said.

That Saturday morn-
ing, Villanueva dropped
his oldest son off at the
high school, got some

donuts and went home.
He settled in to watch TV
and then went in to wake
ATV, which he wasn't
able to do. Villanueva
said he has no idea when
his son passed away.

On Sunday, Villanueva
took Kaeden to Arby's to
get some fresh air. They
ordered, and then Vil-
lanueva turned around.

“I was expecting his
high-pitched voice order-
ing what he wanted to
order, but he wasn't
there,” the 2001 Newton
High School graduate
said. “That's the worst
feeling.”

Now, he finds it com-
forting to talk to his late
son like he's there.

“It calms me down,” he
said.

The family wrote on the
Go Fund Me page that
ATV always made them

laugh with his silly grin
and great sense of humor. 

His dad also spoke
about his sense of humor. 

“He was quite the kid,”
he said. “His sense of
humor—the stuff he said
was so random. Every-
thing he said it was so
funny.”

As of 1:22 p.m. Tues-
day, April 4, a total of
$10,855 had been raised,
which exceeded the
$8,000 goal.

“If you are able to do-
nate anything toward our
goal, it can and will make
this phase of this life-
changing tragedy a little
less challenging for this
amazing tight-knit family
from our small town in
Kansas,” the page stated.
“No one should ever have
to bear the loss of their
own child.”

ATV's dad is thankful

for the help and posted
this on Facebook: “Want
to say a tremendous
thank you. Tell everyone
that we love you, and if
we could give everyone
all a hug.”

He also made a few
comments about his grat-
itude for the support he's
received. He said he's
thankful for people's love,
prayers and thoughts. 

“Stuff like that's got no
financial value,” he said.
“The emotion is powerful.
People are willing to help
out, and that's great.
We've got billions and bil-
lions of memories of him
and lots of laughs.”

Funeral services are at
2 p.m. Friday, April 7, at
Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton. Graveside
services will be in Green-
wood Cemetery. See page
9 for the full obituary.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Anthony

Don’t slip up and toss brown bananas, make dessert

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Adding nuts to banana chocolate chip bars is optional, but they’re so good that it’s not clear why you’d want
to leave them out.



The glow of excitement
radiated from the faces of
kids, ages 12 and
younger, as they ran
around outside of Sunset
Elementary School on
Saturday morning, hop-
ing to scoop up as many
Easter eggs as their bags
could hold.

During one session at
least, the kids were told
there were sparkly
golden eggs they could
find, and each held Sonic
gift cards. There were a
total of three golden eggs.

Some of the kids had
more of the brightly col-
ored plastic orbs than
others.

This event was put on
by the Newton Young
Professionals (NYP) and
was in conjunction with
KidFEST.

“The Newton Young
Professionals are a group
of entrepreneurs, civic
leaders and employees of
companies of every stripe
who are often still fairly
new to their careers,” the
NYP website stated.

About 100 children
showed up for the event
Saturday, and they were
divided into three age
brackets: 5 and younger,
6 through 8, and 9
through 12.

One member, Tricia
Wells, who is on the NYP
council and is from New-
ton, told NYP that grow-
ing up, there always
were egg hunts.

“I mean you could go
all over town; there was
always a bunch to choose
from for the kids,” Wells
said.

One of the organizers,
Courtney Critchfield, di-
rector of marketing and
communications with the
Newton Area Chamber of
Commerce and NYP
member, said they put
out 2,000 eggs out.

The sun shone that

morning, unlike what it's
done most of the past
week. Some people wore
sweaters; others sported
no outerwear.

Critchfield said one lit-
tle boy wanted to know
what the golden eggs
look like. Critchfield said
she told him it's gold,
and it's an egg—with
sparkles.

“It took an hour for us
to scatter all 2,000 eggs
and only 11 minutes for
them to be picked up,”
Critchfield said. “I know,
because I timed it.

Critchfield deemed the
event a success.

“Honestly, we deemed
this egg hunt a much
larger success than we
ever could’ve antici-
pated,” she said. “We
couldn’t have done it
without the help of Har-
vey County United Way
by their allowing us to
partner with their event.
Sometimes you wonder if
something so simple as
an egg hunt would have
any kind of impact on our
future little young pro-
fessionals, but when I

began to see posts later
about the hunt on What’s
Happening in Newton
and other social media
places that parents had
commented how much
their children enjoyed
our hunt, then you know
it was a success.” Other
Easter egg hunts this
year in the area include:

• After 11 a.m. Satur-
day, April 15, at the Na-
tional Guard Armory, 400
Grandview in Newton.
The egg hunt is part of a
family carnival, which is
from 9 a.m. to noon.
There will be carnival
games, inflatables, food
and prizes for all ages.
There is no cost to at-
tend. The event is hosted
by Grace Community
Church.

• 6 p.m. Friday, April
14, at the 12th and Boyd
Soccer Complex. There is
no cost, and this is for
children ages 1 through
12 years. The field will
be marked off according
to ages, and some of the
eggs will contain candy,
coupons and prizes.
There is no egg limit.
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Collaboration Dinner pairing: 
701 Cafe with Salt City Brewing Company

Buy tickets at the Newton Now Office, 706 N. Main,
by phone at 316-281-7899, or online at

Enjoy a three course meal from 701 Café
(appetizer, main course, and dessert)

each paired with a beer from Salt City.

Salt City Owner/Head Brewer 
Steven Petermann will be on hand 
to talk about the brewing process 

and how food and beer pair.

LIMITED
SEATING

TWO DINNER TIMES:
5-6:30 pm & 7:30-9 pm

(60 seats available per time slot)

Ticket price includes a 
Salt City Brewing 

Company Pint Glass! + Tax

Saturday, April 29
701 N. Main, Newton

harveycountynow.com/perfect-pairing

On the hunt: Children search for treasure during egg event
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: From left, Easter egg hunt participants Veronica Cardiel,
Martha Cardiel and Luz Cardiel walk to their vehicle in the parking lot
after the Easter egg hunt with their loot. RIGHT: Kynlie Hendricks
rushes to get more Easter eggs during the egg hunt on Saturday at Sun-
set Elementary School in Newton. 

A political sign for
Fourth Kansas District
Candidate Ron Estes was
vandalized March 30 in
Newton near the corner of
S. Kansas Avenue and
36th Street.

The sign had seven
bumper stickers that read
“Brownbacker” slapped
onto it.

The stickers were likely
meant to connect Estes
with Governor Sam
Brownback's administra-
tion. Estes has served as
state treasurer in Kansas
since 2010 and before
that as the vice chair of
the Kansas Republican
Party.

Jim McGuire, a me-
chanic at Bud and Steve
Auto Service in Newton,
said while eating lunch at
the nearby Burger King
he witnessed a man and a
woman messing with
the stickers on the sign.
He was said he was un-
sure from the distance if

they were putting the
stickers on or off.

He said at first, while
watching the group, he
thought they were putting
up the sign but then real-
ized that was not what
they were doing.

“It was an older cou-
ple,” he said. “They looked
like they were in their 50s
or 60s. I thought, 'What
in the world?'”

The sign was still up
Thursday evening, and
due to its size, was visible
from the inside of Burger
King as McGuire said.

“There's no respect in
politics and other people's
opinions,” he said. “Let's
get back to issues and
make it positive.”

The incident Thursday
isn't the first time a Re-
publican candidate has
had a sign vandalized and
slapped with stickers re-
lating them to Brown-
back.

KAKE News reported
candidates Mike O'Don-
nell, Jim Price, and Mike
Capps all had the same
red bumper stickers
slapped onto their signs

during the November
2016 election. O'Donnell
won his Sedgwick County
Commission election,
while Price and Capps
lost their state elections.

Ron Estes Campaign
Manager Roger Woods
said the Newton incident
isn't the first time people
have put "Brownbacker"
stickers on an Estes sign.

"We've seen this type of
vandalism in other coun-
ties, which would indicate
this would all be tied to-
gether in the same man-
ner," he said, adding that
the vandalism reflects
more poorly on the groups
doing it than the labels
put on the sign.

Christopher Pumpelly,
communications director
for the James Thompson
campaign, also responded
to the sticker-ing, saying
that the campaign does
not excuse the actions.

"The campaign doesn't
condone this," he said,
noting that people have
done such actions in the
past and are sick of
"Brownbacker politi-
cians."

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Vandals put stickers reading “Brownbacker” on a Ron Estes Sign on the corner of Southwest 36th Street and
South Kansas Avenue.

Estes political sign found vandalized
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com



Friday, April 7
TBA—Bethel Track at

Friends Invitational.
9:30 a.m.—Spring Tod-

dler Story Time. Newton
Public Library.

10:30 a.m.—Spring Pre-
school Story Time. New-
ton Public Library.

1 p.m.—Line Dancing.
Offered by Lanny Re-
ichert. Grand Central.

2 p.m.—NHS Track at
Valley Center.

4 p.m.—Teen Screen.
Newton Public Library.

4 p.m.—NHS Softball
vs. Andover Central. Ath-
letic Park.

4 p.m.—NHS Baseball
vs. Andover Central. Cen-
tennial Park.

6 p.m.—Friday Night
Games. Grand Central.

Sat., April 8
TBA—Bethel Track at

Friends Invitational.
9 a.m. to noon—French

Villages Pen and Ink with
Watercolor. Carriage Fac-
tory Art Gallery.

9 a.m.—Kid Fest. New-
ton Public Library.

9:15 a.m.—VITA Tax
Assistance. Newton Public
Library.

10 a.m.—NHS Swim-
ming at Wichita North-
west Invitational.

1 p.m.—American Le-
gion Steak Feed. Mem-
bers and guests welcome.
American Legion Post 2.

1 p.m.—Bethel Softball
vs. McPherson. Bethel
College.

Mon., April 10
All Day—Grand Cen-

tral Billiards. Four com-
petition quality tables

available for use Monday
through Friday at Grand
Central.

10 a.m.—Blood Pres-
sure Check. Grand Cen-
tral.

11:45 a.m.—Friendship
Meals. Call (316) 283-
2222 for reservation. Mon-
day through Friday at
Grand Central.

1:30 p.m.—Golden
Notes. Call at (316) 283-
2222 to schedule a per-
formance. Grand Central.

3 p.m.—Bethel Tennis
at McPherson College.

4 p.m.—Teen GameZone
and Crafts. Newton Public
Library.

4 p.m.—NHS Track at
Newton Invitational.
Bethel College.

6 p.m.—VITA Tax Assis-
tance. Newton Public Li-
brary.

6 to 8 p.m.—American
Legion Open Grill. Mem-
bers and guests welcome.
American Legion Post 2.

7 p.m.—USD 373 BOE
Meeting. McKinley Ad-
ministrative Center.

7 p.m.—Spring Pre-
school Story Time. New-
ton Public Library.

7 p.m.—Beginners
Square Dance Class.
Grand Central.

Tues., April 11
10:30 a.m.—Bingo.

Grand Central.
10:30 a.m.—Spring Pre-

school Story Time. New-
ton Public Library.

1 p.m.—Craft Hand-
work. Grand Central.

1 p.m.—Line Dancing.
Offered by Lanny Re-
ichert of Park City. Grand
Central.

1 p.m.—NHS Golf at
Newton Invitational.

Sand Creek Station.
2 p.m.—Bethel Softball

vs. Friends. Bethel Col-
lege.

3 p.m.—NHS Tennis at
Salina Central Invita-
tional.

4 p.m.—NHS Baseball
at Salina Central.

4 p.m.—NHS Softball at
Salina Central.

4 p.m.—NHS Swim-
ming at Newton Invita-
tional.

6:30 p.m.—NHS Soccer
vs. Maize South. Fischer
Field.

6:30 p.m.—Papercrafts
and Coloring. Newton
Public Library.

7 p.m.—Newton City
Commission Meeting. City
Hall.

7 p.m.—Round Dance.
Grand Central.

7 p.m.—American Le-
gion Post 2 Meeting.
American Legion Post 2.

Wed., April 12
9:15 a.m.—VITA Tax

Assistance. Newton Public
Library.

9:30 a.m. to 12:15
p.m.—Bethel College Life
Enrichment. Krehbiel Au-
ditorium in Luyken Fine
Arts Center, Bethel Col-
lege.

1 p.m.—Cards/Games.
Grand Central.

1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool
for Women. Donation of
$1 per week. Grand Cen-
tral.

2:30 p.m.—Bethel Ten-
nis vs. Central Christian.
Bethel College.

3:30 p.m.—Master
Builders LEGOs. Newton
Public Library.

6 to 8 p.m.—American
Legion Grill Special
(Chicken strips, potatoes

and corn). Members and
guests welcome. American
Legion Post 2. 

Thurs., April 13
TBA—NHS Track at

Shocker Pre-State.
Cessna Stadium.

10 a.m.—Community
Acupuncture. Peace Con-
nections, third floor above
Prairie Harvest.

10:30 a.m.—Spring Pre-
school Story Time. New-
ton Public Library.

1 p.m.—Wii Bowling.
Grand Central.

2 p.m.—Bethel Softball
vs. Okla. Wesleyan.
Bethel College.

3 p.m.—NHS Tennis at
Hutchinson Invitational.

4 p.m.—NHS Baseball
vs. Abilene. Centennial
Park.

5 to 6:30 p.m.—Ameri-
can Sign Language Class.
Fee is $25. Newton Recre-
ation Commission.

5:15 p.m.—Tai Chi.
Grand Central.

5:30 to 8 p.m.—Ameri-
can Legion Open Grill.
Members and guests wel-
come. American Legion
Post 2.

6:30 p.m.—Newton
Toastmaster Meeting.
Newton Recreation Com-
mission.

First United Methodist
Church is going back to
the future with their new
carillon, which soon will
chime and play songs in
downtown Newton.

The carillon takes a bit
after the clock tower in
the movie “Back to the
Future,” because it was
hit by lightning.

It should be playing by
the end of the week, said
Carolyn Schroeder,
church member.

Lightning struck the
carillon in August 2016,
Schroeder said, although
it hadn’t been working
several years prior to
that, and there were some
repairs done in July 2015.

More repairs were
needed to the carillon,
which spread its soothing
melodies through town for
about 30 years.

“If we hadn’t done re-
pairs, we wouldn’t have
known lightning struck
it,” she said.

On Friday afternoon,
five men used a dolly and
brute strength to get the
new carillon from the sec-
ond to the third floors.

“Twenty steps and four
landings is what they had
to bring it up,” Schroeder
said. “They had used the
elevator to get it to the

second floor before [the el-
evator] broke down.”

The men transporting
the carillon were Execu-
tive Minister Roy
Pumphrey, Darrel
Claassen, Gerhard
Neufeld, Dave Ediger and
Jack Kasper.

In the movie “Back to
the Future,” the people
traveled back in time,
which helped correct some
things in the future. And
so it is with the church, as
they’re going back in
time, as it were, buying a
carillon like the church
did in the past, only this
one is better than the one
before it.

There was some ur-
gency in getting the caril-
lon to the third floor on
Friday, as the executive
minister wouldn’t be
around for a while.

“We had to do this
today, because he’s gone
for two weeks tomorrow,”
said Chairman of the
Trustees Elizabeth Reber,
who, with Schroeder,
worked to get the old car-
illon fixed.

Reber said this carillon
plays music, chimes and
bells. It played hymns, as
well as Easter music.

Reber said that, in the
past, she talked with St.
Mary’s Catholic Church
about when they play
their chimes so they
wouldn’t compete with
their times. She said she

still needs to call them to
make sure their times
now are the same.

Reber said folks, even
ones who don’t belong to
the church, have stopped

by the church saying they
have missed the melodies.
In addition, Schroeder
said one time they re-
ceived a call from some-
one who said the music

was waking their child.
Then church folks real-
ized they forgot to change
the old carillon’s timing to
Daylight Savings Time.

Page 4      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now      April 6, 2017NEWS

Please check out our multiple 
clearance tables for great values!

HOURS: MON-FRI 7:30- 5:30, SAT. 8:00 - 3:00, CLOSED SUNDAY

NEWTON
316-283-0700

1601 W. 1st St.

Porter Cable
6 Gal. 150 PSI 

Portable Air Compressor
$127.19

Homax EasyGate 
No Sag Gate Kit

$24.97

Earthquake
1 � Man Post 
Hole Digger w/ 

8� Auger
$298.99

NEWT
316-283-0700

ON
1601 W 1st St

HOURS: MON-FRI 7:30- 5:30, SA

19$1277.
srepmor Cie AlbatrrtoP

a6 G l. 150 PSI 

. 8:00 - 3:00TT.0- 5:30, SAAT

ross
.97$244.

tie Ktag Gao SN
e tayGsax EamoH

YAAYOSED SUND. 8:00 - 3:00, CL

.99
g

$298
reg

9
uA

g
8�

/ r ww/egg
A
ie DloH

t son Pa1 � M
eakuqhtarrtE

Your Independent Agency since 1978

Call Us For A Custom Quote & Personal Attention

(316)283-3729

Now Open in Newton

> Expert clinical staff
> Oxygen setup and supplies
> Certified Mastectomy Fitters

> Certified Therapeutic Hosiery Fitters
> CPAPs and Supplies
> Insurance and Billing Specialists

Monday – Friday 9am to 6pm, and Saturday 9am to 1pm 
Phone: 844.477.0888 or Fax: 316.333.1998 

Health-E-Quip.com  |  120 E. 12th St., Newton, KS 67114

Health-E-Quip partners with your health care team to provide 
the personalized support you need to feel your best.

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

epw OoN
entrap piuQ-E-htlaHe

pud sezilanosree pht

 
    

otwen Nn i
e trah ctlaer huoh ytis wre
uol yeeo fd teeu not yrop

 
    

no
e divoro pm taee t

t.ser bu

 
    

> ffatal sicnilt crepxE
> plpud snp autn seegyx O
>  Fymtocets MaedfitireC

adiry – FadnoM
: 8enohP
piuQE-h-tlaeH

 
    

esipl
sretit F

> apreh TedfitireC
> ud Sns aPAPPA C
> d Bnce anarusnI

y 9adruatd Sn, ampm to 6ay 9a
91.33.361: 3xaaxr F8 o880.774.44: 8

moc.p | , Kntowwe, N.th St2. 10 E21
 

    

sretit Fyreios Hctiueap
esiplpu

stisalicepg Snillid B

m pm to 1ay 9
899

4117S 6, K

Methodist Church carillon to sound downtown again
THE DAY THE MUSIC LIVED

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, Darrel Claassen, First United Methodist Church Executive Minister Roy Pumphrey, Gerhard
Neufeld, Dave Ediger and Jack Kasper take the new carillon on Friday up to the third floor of the church. 

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR Visit www.harvey-
countynow.com!



Tax Day is coming up. 
American Residents

have until midnight of
Tuesday, April 18, to file
their taxes. 

The regular tax return

filing deadline is April
15. However, that day
falls on a Saturday, and
Emancipation Day falls
on April 17, which moves
that deadline to the fol-
lowing Tuesday. 

A person must get a

tax extension to avoid
penalties for filing later
than the date. 

The application in-
volves submitting Form
4868. Extensions can be
filed electronically or by
mail.
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White & Claassen, LLC 
Cert i f i ed  Publ i c  Accountants  and Financ ia l  Consu l tant s  

We are an established firm committed to providing our clients with 
excellent tax and accounting advisory services.   

 We offer a variety of services, including: 
  - Tax preparation for Business & Individuals 
  - Tax Planning & Projections 
  - Financial consulting 
  - Bookkeeping 
  - Payroll services 
  - Software setup, support and training  
We are currently providing tax appointments with a local member of 

our team: 
Bruce D. Claassen, CPA 

Bruce has been a member of the Newton and Hesston community 
and our firm for over 18 years.  He looks forward to serving you. 
CALL FOR YOUR LOCAL TAX APPOINTMENT TODAY! 

(316) 265-4877  ext. 207 

 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Tax Planning & Preparation
Electronic Filing

Financial Statements
Auditing Services
Estate Planning & 
Trust Accounting

Bookkeeping – Payroll

301 North Main, Suite 110
Newton, KS  67114-3459

www.kmcocpa.com
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Published in the Newton Now on April 6, 13, and 20, 2017.

Patrick Charlsen

Family Owned, Locally Operated, Customer Valued

800-279-8207 / 316-804-4946
ww.charlseninsurance.com

TAX CORNER

Tax filing deadline approaches
NEWTON NOW STAFF

County sets expensive precedent

It's a $20,000 precedent for Har-
vey County to set, but specs are
specs. 

The county this week approved
the purchase of a Caterpillar road
grader for $169,490 from Foley
Equipment. That price comes in
below budget and is comparable to
what the county usually pays for
such a piece of equipment. 

However getting to this decision
took a lot of debate and put the
county commission between what
Commissioner Randy Hague called
a rock and a hard place. 

That was because the bid the
county selected was one of two bids
and $20,000 more than the lower
bid, which the county didn't take. 

“I'm going to make the recom-
mendation; even though it's costing
the tax payers 20K more, the bid
did not meet specs, so I’m going to
recommend we go to Foley Equip-
ment,” Hague said in favor of the
purchase. He argued that it was
necessary to respect the specifica-
tions the county sets out otherwise
the specifications have no point and
it sends a message to other contrac-
tors that they don't have to follow
specifications. 

The county asked for a grader
that had a base weight of 36,000
pounds. The cheaper bid, a John
Deere grader, had a base weight
600 pounds lighter than that num-
ber, according to factory informa-
tion. 

Since it was lighter, it technically
didn't meet specifications made by
the county, even though its even-
tual weight, with the add-ons the
county requested, would have been
heavier than the 36,000-pound
minimum weight. 

All this would have gone unno-
ticed had a representative from
Foley Equipment not questioned
the bid made by Murphy Tractor
when the two bids were opened at a
March 27 meeting. 

The entire situation, paying an
extra $20,000 because a machine's
base weight was 600 pounds too
light, caused much hemming and
hawing with the commission, not
helped by the fact that the road and
bridge department stated at the
meeting that both machines would
be able to accomplish the job. 

A representative from Murphy
Tractor argued that the taxpayers
of Harvey County would want the
government to save $20,000. 

However, at the end of the day,
the whole commission agreed that
Murphy's previous bid did not meet
specifications for a bid, which dis-
qualified it. 

“I'm having a really tough time,
but I'll go along with it,” Krehbiel
said. “I hate to see $20,000 over 600
pounds. It's a questionable aye on
my part.”

In other news, Harvey County is

getting health-
ier.

At least
that's according
to numbers re-
leased by the
Kansas Health
Institute. Har-
vey County
now ranks 12th
in the State of
Kansas for res-
idents having
“positive

health factors” and 17th in Kansas
for positive health outcomes. 

“We've made progress,” County
Health Department Director Lyn-
nette Redington said.  

What this means is that Harvey
County residents are healthier
overall than those in 85 other coun-
ties a part of the survey and that
Harvey County has better com-
bined health access, health factors,
environmental, social and economic
factors to put it above 90 other
counties surveyed. 

On health outcomes, the county
moved up 10 spots on the list from
last year, and on health factors, the
county moved up eight places. 

Harvey County ranks 21st in the
state in length of life and 25th in
quality of life. 

The quality of life measure takes
the percentage of people in poor
health and the number of poor
physical and mental health days as
well as birth weight percentage.
Harvey County outperforms the
state in all four categories.

The percentage of smokers in the
county is listed at 15 percent, down
from 16 percent last year; the obe-
sity percentage dropped a point,
and the number of physically inac-
tive adults decreased. 

Also, Harvey County had a lower
Chlamydia rate than its peers in
the State of Kansas. 

According to the survey, 91 per-
cent of the county graduated from
high school, five points higher than
the state average, and the county's
college education rate is five points
higher than the state. 

The unemployment rate in Har-
vey County has dropped for five
consecutive years and is down to
3.9 percent, and the percentage of
uninsured population is down to 11
percent down from 14 percent the
year prior.

ETC.
The county has been meeting

with the parks department to find a
location for a static archery range
at East Lake. Swartzendruber said
a plan for the archery range would
probably be brought before the
commission at its next meeting.
Parks Director Kass Miller said the
Park's board was excited about that
option. 

Sales tax incomes from March
were up 3.01 percent compared to
2016. Overall County Sales tax rev-
enues for the quarter are up 3.0
percent over last year. 

Swartzendruber spoke about a
possible bill in the legislature that
would make county's responsible
for maintaining their signs as well
as township signs. Swartzendruber
said he would watch the issue. 

“This could have a significant fi-
nancial impact on counties as our
sign inventory could quadruple,” he
said. 

Commissioner Chip Westfall said
the change would make the county
have to  bring the signs into compli-
ance along with maintenance,
which could push them over the tax
cap. 

Swartzendruber announced that
LifeTeam was moving from the
Newton City/County Airport to the
Jabara Airport. Swartzendruber
said the switch could be a loss for
the county. Westfall said the group
was paying about $5,000 a month
to the airport. 

The county made a proclamation
that April shall be child abuse pre-
vention month. 

The county approved a change of
expenditures within the sheriff's
department budget. The previous
budget, assembled by former Sher-
iff T. Walton, called for five radar
units. Gay asked to reallocate funds
to allow the sheriff's department to
purchase bulletproof vests instead,
as half the vests within the sheriff's
department have expired. The com-
mission approved the change on a
3-0 vote.

Byron Ediger gave an update on
county economic development. Edi-
ger first commented on a visit by
the Kansas Secretary of Commerce
to the Harvey County Economic De-
velopment committee. 

“I think he came from a long,
long line of cheerleaders,” he said. 

Ediger then gave an update on
the RedGuard building. RedGuard
closed down its facility in Halstead
recently. Ediger said there are mul-
tiple companies interested in the
building. 

Hague asked if RedGuard would
be able to pay back the tax abate-
ments they received. Swartzendru-
ber said they sent a letter saying
they would not. Hague commented
that whatever businesses that
comes into the building will likely
ask for another 10 years of tax
abatements, keeping the building
off the tax roll. 

Emergency Communications Di-
rector Gary Denny wore a black
and purple paisley tie at Monday's
county commission meeting, bring-
ing the room's tie count to two.
Since taking over the county ad-
ministrator position, Swartzendru-
ber has worn a tie to meetings and
has often been razzed by the county
commission for being the only per-
son in the room wearing a tie. De-
spite the abnormally high tie count
in the room, Hague said the tie
wearing would not be rubbing off
on him. 

The meeting lasted an hour and a
half. It had two, five-minute execu-
tive sessions for personnel matters.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Hague

Medicaid expansion veto effort fails in Topeka

The Kansas House was
unable to override the
governor's veto of Medi-
caid expansion. 

The Kansas House held
a veto override vote,
which failed last week, 81
votes to 44, a similar
number to the votes the
expansion measure origi-
nally passed the house by.
The senate also voted in

favor of expansion, 25-14. 
On the Harvey County

delegation, both Tim
Hodge and Don Schroeder
voted in favor of overrid-
ing the governor. 

The federal government
allows for the expansion
of Medicaid under the Af-
fordable Care Act to cover
people who make too
much to currently qualify
for the Medicaid program
but too little to partici-
pate in the Affordable
Care Act. Currently,
150,000 Kansans fall into

this “gap.”
Federal funding would

cover 90 percent of the
cost of the expansion, and
a provision of the Kansas
expansion bill would stop
the expansion if federal
funding would drop below
the 90 percent funding
threshold.

Critics of the state’s de-
cision in the past years
not to expand the pro-
gram argue that the state
has missed out in over $1
billion in federal funding. 

However, with a cash-

strapped Kansas, which
still has not managed to
pass a budget, even pro-
viding the 10 percent
funds for the program
may prove difficult.

Brownback previously
urged the U.S. Congress
to repeal the Affordable
Care Act, which it failed
to do recently, after
House Speaker Paul
Ryan was forced to pull
the legislation from a
scheduled vote due to a
lack of support for the
bill. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

BETWEEN A ROCK AND A HARD PLACE
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Some can call it the land of
milk and honey, but if we're
going to stop wandering in

the desert, we're going to have to
do it ourselves. 

Kansas Secretary of Commerce
Antonio Soave made a speech to
the economic development commu-
nity in Newton this week, and it
was a heck of a speech.

He moved around in a lovely
blue suit, gesticulating about the
power of the Kansas economy and
the strength of our large develop-
ments. Ignore the naysayers, he
suggested. He said Kansas policies
were working. The media has been
lying all these years. We're going
to get even more huge develop-
ments to come to Kansas by using
tax incentives. Praise Jesus. Hal-
lelujah.

It was a new variation on the
“sun is shining in Kansas” speech I
heard at the Kansas State Fair
given by our current governor. 

But this guy had a bit more
charisma, and I was sure he was
going to pull out a straw hat to
pass around for collections to pay
off the state's deficit.

It seemed to be a speech that
had seen a few miles.

The only critique I can give was
he didn't quite tailor it to his
crowd. He talked about drones in
Salina. He talked about Siemens in
Hutchinson. He talked about Man-
hattan, and heck, he even trum-
peted Topeka's success of being a
dog food headquarters. No men-
tions of Newton. If you're going to
work up the home team, you gotta
pander a bit.

The zenith of the speech he said
that while he was driving down
U.S. Highway 50, he was driving
through the land of milk and
honey!

Now a good many folks in the
crowd are pretty versed in some of
the trials and tribulations we've
seen on large economic develop-
ment projects in Harvey County. I
won't speak for them, but I'll speak
for myself. 

I giggled a little. 
If you're a church-going kind of

person, you probably have experi-
enced what I felt. This was the
point in the sermon where you look
at your dad, he gives you a little
smirk, you raise your eyebrows
and your mother gives you both a
nudge to stop. 

My mother was not there. I felt
this deep urge inside me to shout

after the milk and honey comment,
“Where's Moses?”

I pictured Sam Brownback, veto
pen raised, poised to lead his peo-
ple out of the bondage of stable
government into the sea of red ink.

“No, trust me, my people, these
waters are gonna part if you give
them time,” he'd yell. “You're not
drowning. That's economic
progress filling your lungs.”

Now I'll admit I liked the secre-
tary of commerce. He was a nice
guy and just doing a tough job,
after his department has been re-
peatedly cut. He was a professional
soccer player in a previous life as
well as a romance novelist. He's
likely had an interesting path lead-
ing him to that conference room in
Newton, Kansas.

Following the speech, I asked
him, after explaining the Logistics
Park, how exactly the state could
help Newton develop that area.
This wasn't a “got you” question.
This was just me trying to some-
how localize this man's expertise. 

He gave me an answer I have
heard before. The state could pro-
mote and recruit our industrial
parks at trade shows, and we could
incentivize the right businesses. In
his defense, what could he say?

I knew a two people who used to
say those same lines about eco-
nomic development in Harvey
County. We paid both a pile of
money, yet neither work here in
economic development anymore. 

Soave assured me that his de-
partment would be getting more
done with less.  

OK. That's great. I wish him the
best of luck in his endeavor.

The answer just made it clear to
me that here in Newton, if we're
going to continue to improve and
grow, we need to look to ourselves
and not the State of Kansas for
help. 

We wrote about an example of
local success last week. Another
downtown building will be filled

because of local people, such as a
hard working man like Robert
Palmer. The community and his
friends helped him start two suc-
cessful businesses in the same
place, a coffee shop and a restau-
rant. He sold the coffee shop
(Norm’s), because Back Alley Pizza
needed more attention and room.
Another local family, the Lakeys,
bought the name and equipment
and will move Norm's to 613 Main
Street. 

Regier Construction, a local con-
tractor, owns the building and will
restore it.

Regier purchased the property
from another local developer, who
purchased the building to keep it
in local ownership until the right
option came along. 

That's Newton helping Newton.
That's Newton investing in New-
ton.

Some people might say compar-
ing small developments to indus-
trial projects is like apples and
oranges. But, to date, Robert
Palmer has created more perma-
nent jobs in Newton than the
Kansas Logistics Park and ABI
combined. As have a ton of other
local businesses and start ups,
such as Chaos Apparel. And all of
these businesses have done it on
their own without begging for sub-
sidies.

We have to focus on what we can
achieve. Let's hit singles, doubles,
develop our local talent and keep
them here. The home runs might
come but aren't going to get us
there. 

I did ask Soave, as my last ques-
tion, to clarify his milk and honey
comment. He started talking about
the natural resources of Kansas
and eventually got to the subject of
the greatest resource the State of
Kansas has being its people. 

On that, I agree with him. Our
people—our local people—are our
best resource. So, at this point,
let's tap into that resource. 

We've elected good representa-
tives, but those still calling the
shots are wandering in the desert. 

So if they somehow do help us
out, we thank them. Otherwise,
Newton needs to take care of itself,
and the state just needs to get out
of the way.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

We can’t wait on a Moses
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Main, Newton, KS. 
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Governor’s coalition
of cowards will cost lives

According to C. Hope Clark, a
novelist and blogger from
South Carolina, “If some-

thing isn’t working for you, it isn’t
friggin’ luck. It’s you needing to do
more.”

She is excellent at writing editori-
als in her newsletters that leave me
feeling much less productive than I
know I should be. By the end, this
is a good thing, a motivating thing. 

One of her features, titled “Luck,”
felt like a written gift just for me, I
have to say, because I’ve been in a
slump and getting pretty tired of
feeling sorry for myself. Opening
that newsletter was the kick I
needed. 

A mentor of mine once said con-
tinually doubting yourself is like a
kick in the gut to God. Failing—or
not—has nothing to do with it. It’s
just a form of narcissism. But
everyone has days they set up camp
between narcissism and incompe-
tence. (Don’t they?) 

We all do it. Find ourselves in
moments when we feel so low,
when we’re sure that no matter
what step we take it’ll be the wrong
one. No matter what decision we
make, it will backfire. So we do
nothing. And wait for something.

Luck?
It reminds me of the talk around

the blue-green algae problem our
state reservoirs have had for sev-
eral years. If there is no rain and
the water is stagnant, the algae
can grow. But if enough rain does
fall and there is movement of some
kind in the water, it doesn’t have
the conditions that encourage it to
build up.

Stagnant = bad. 
Movement = good.
In “Luck,” Clark referenced J.K.

Rowling, author of the super-sell-
ing Harry Potter book series. An
aspiring writer told Clark he
wished he had Rowling’s luck in his
writing career. 

But wouldn’t that translate into

having the “good luck” of being a
single mother on welfare, suffering
from depression, struggling to keep
her and her daughter’s heads above
water and then having the result of
her blood, sweat and tears rejected
12 times?

Except that one time it wasn’t re-
jected and she landed a contract
that made her one of the best-sell-
ing authors of all time. It took her a
lot of years of work to get lucky,
and then she wrote for 17 years to
finish the series. It only appears
easy from the outside looking in,
after the fact. 

Yep, she sure lucked her way
right into that history book.

I appreciate the results of hard
work, even when I don’t immedi-
ately see it through. For the times I
get tired and wallow in the satis-
faction of curling up into a ball,
there are people like C. Hope Clark
moving her fingers over a key-
board, prodding the slacker portion
of my brain into the minimum of a
slow crawl.

Luckily.

Shelley Plett is a graphic 
designer for Kansas Publishing 

Ventures.

Luck takes a great deal of work

So here's the situation: A child is sick. The family is
short on funds because Papa Sam's really confident his
decision to decrease the amount he charges rich folks for
services is really going to pay off someday. 

Little Sally has a $10,000 medical bill, and the family
is already in debt. And because the family lives in
Kansas and falls into the gap between Medicaid cover-
age and the Affordable Care Act, Sally's kind up a creek. 

Then there's this federal program that, for a few
years, will pay 90 percent of her medical bill.  The fam-
ily would just have to pay 10 percent. 

Most of the family thinks this program could be a re-
ally great idea. Sixty-five percent of the family. But
Papa Sam says no, because it would involve him having
to bring in new revenue or something. 

In this story, we might call Papa Sam selfish and a
bad dad. 

In real life, we call him our governor. 
He vetoed Medicaid expansion this week, which would

have provided insurance access to 150,000 Kansans, be-
cause he's ideologically opposed to anything associated
with a previous president who is no longer in office. 

So Sally can stay sick, and as old Ebenezer said, if she
was going to die, she had better do so to decrease the
surplus population.

That's the message sent by the governor and his 44-
member coward coalition of the Kansas House of Repre-
sentatives this week.

Eighty-one members of the House voted to override
the governor's veto of Medicaid expansion. Forty-four
opposed it. Perhaps pride, arrogance or sheer ignorance
motivated some. It's likely fear motivated others. De-
spite major losses for the Brownback wing of the party
this election, there are still the moneyed interests be-
hind the governor. The threat of funded challengers in
the next election swayed them against showing compas-
sion and expanding health services to the 150,000
Kansans who would benefit. Without these services,
fewer people will get check ups and fewer people will
seek medical care.

Because of the decisions of those 44 men and women,
people will die preventable deaths. Let that be a stain
upon their consciences which they will have to make an
accounting for to voters and perhaps others.  

Since these 44 people clearly don't care about their
fellow Kansans, we'll frame this entire Medicaid expan-
sion discussion using two things much more important
to them: money and elections. 

First off, for every dollar Kansas invests, the federal
government pays nine initially. The bill the governor ve-
toed also included a provision which would end the ex-
pansion if the federal government's contribution to it
dropped below 90 percent. 

So what expansion represents for Kansas is a nine to
one return on the state's investment. All that expansion
money goes through hospitals and medical facilities in
the state and would fund the jobs of many Kansans.
That money would help keep failing rural facilities
open, which provide coverage to entire populations.
That money would help small economies. That money is
federal money that right now Kansas is entitled to re-
ceive but it isn't.

If we were being promised a nine to one return on any
other investment when it came to economic develop-
ment, the state would take it. But to the coalition of the
cowards, that money is different, because it involves
shiny new buildings and possible donors and not sick
people.  

Medicaid expansion money would spur economic de-
velopment money. Unfortunately, the governor and his
ilk can't understand this fact. That's because anytime
someone says the word “Obamacare,” they work them-
selves into the lathered frenzy you'd expect of one react-
ing to the news of, we don't know, collaboration with the
Russian government.

The other side of the coin is politics. 
The only reason we're having the Medicaid expansion

discussion is because voters took to the polls and ousted
many of the governor's allies in the last election. A lot of
candidates, like Tim Hodge and Carolyn McGinn, ran
on platforms favorable to the expansion and won their
elections. 

They, along with Don Schroeder, all voted in favor of
the expansion option. 

Voters seem to have finally gotten fed up with govern-
ing only from a radical ideology and the mess it's caused
in Kansas. And that perhaps means support for those
allying themselves with the least popular governor in
the United States is waning. A pragmatist might see it
as foolish to die on a sword for a leader who will be gone
in the next election.  

This expansion was a common sense solution, and a
minority of legislators and the governor killed it. 

Our Harvey County Coalition should be commended
on their position on the right side of history. We should
remember that position in the election to come, when
special interest groups seek to make them pay for show-
ing compassion.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

PARTS OF SPEECH

SHELLY PLETT

Taxes not bartender's responsibility 
In reference to your article on March 30, “Closing

down, not dissolving,” the quartermaster made the
statement that reason the hall lost its liquor license was
because the person in charge of the bar didn't pay the
liquor taxes, which is a false allegation. It is, in fact, the
quartermaster’s and/or the commander’s responsibility
to pay the taxes. The post has sworn in officers that
have duties to perform to keep everything running
smoothly, but due to the lack of their participation and
concern for the post and its members, the end result
was their demise, not that of the bar manager.

Ronald Bogunovich
Newton
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I’ve found myself thinking
about the seasons a lot re-
cently. I’m not thinking about

basketball, baseball, or football
season like usual. The seasons I’ve
been thinking about are the big
four: spring, summer, fall and
winter. My recollection is that the
seasons we observe last three
months each and are distin-
guished by different characteris-
tics based on our relative position
to the sun. 

For instance, during winter,
we’re further from the sun, so it’s
typically cold. During the sum-
mer, we’re closer to the sun, so it’s
typically hot. It’s very complicated
and scientific stuff.

Sometimes seasons misbehave.
Who can blame them, right? No-
body likes being stereotyped.
Think about human behavior.
We’ve all seen people who are told
to behave a certain way their en-
tire life who get tired of acting
that way and decide they want to
be different. Have you ever no-
ticed someone behaving in a way
that makes you think they’ve had
an overbearing parent against
whom they’re rebelling? I had a
childhood friend who grew up with
very protective parents. One day
he dyed his hair, pierced his ear
and told us to start calling him
Razor. It was obvious he needed to
express his individuality but had
not been allowed to do so.

I don’t want to scare anyone by
saying my age, but let’s just estab-
lish that I’ve seen a lot of seasons.
Some might say I’ve had enough
experience with seasons to be con-
sidered a veteran. I’m not sure if
that makes me a seasoned veteran
or a seasoned season veteran, but
I digress. The point is I’ve noticed
a few differences between the sea-
sons of my youth and those I’ve
experienced in recent years. 

My memory isn’t great, but as
an example, I recall sledding,

building snowmen and having
snowball fights in the winter.
What do all these things have in
common? You guessed it. They all
require snow. 

I also remember loving spring
because the grass got green, flow-
ers bloomed and the birds sang
and squirrels frolicked and
played. The sun felt good on our
skin. Everything was lush and col-
orful and alive after a long win-
ter’s rest. We also knew severe
weather was a possibility and we
prepared for it. Spring was the
stormy season but also the season
of rebirth. Everything came to
life…and then dodged the occa-
sional lightning bolt and/or large
chunk of ice falling from the sky. 

Then came summer. Summer
was great. No school, swimming,
camping, fishing and family vaca-
tions are all fond memories I have
of summer. Summer was the best.
It was my buddy. We had each
other’s back. I loved summer. 

Next came fall, where the camp-
fires felt just a little warmer due
to lower evening temps. The
leaves changed colors. It was
beautiful. It was also a time of
preparation. Winter was coming.
School started. Windows had to be
sealed. Hoses rolled and put away.
Camping equipment cleaned and
stored. Pumpkins magically
turned into jack-o-lanterns and
football started. 

Oops. I said I wasn’t going to

make this a sports thing, but come
on, who doesn’t love the start of
football?

So, that’s it. That’s how I re-
member the seasons. Chances are
your memories are similar. A few
differences in the activities per-
haps but generally the same.
Right? 

Well, I think it’s time someone
called the seasons out and asked
them what’s happened to our rela-
tionship. Anyone go sledding or
make snow angels lately? Nope.
Am I the only one who started
mowing his lawn in winter, only to
watch everything that bloomed
freeze and die once spring started? 

Remember the frolicking squir-
rels? They’re probably all floating
on tiny lifeboats in the Gulf of
Mexico by now. 

Severe weather? Tornados?
Those aren’t just for spring any-
more. No, they can happen any-
time. Be ready for them to pop up
in the fall, winter, or summer. It’s
probably too cold for them in
spring though, but be ready just
in case. 

Oh, yeah, and while we’re talk-
ing about spring, you might want
to keep the snow shovel handy
and gas up the lawn mower, be-
cause you’ll likely need both of
them. I’d also keep the sunscreen
and bug repellant nearby, too, if I
were you.

In the end, I guess we really
shouldn’t be surprised. We’ve ex-
pected the seasons to behave a
certain way since 1795 without
giving them much freedom to ex-
press their individuality. Maybe
the four season system is simply
outdated. I don’t know. What does
everyone think about just having
one season from now on? 

We could call it Razor.

Michael Lunsford is the cham-
ber president and director of the

Meridian Center.

For everything, change, change, change Guest Column

Weigh in

President Trump
winning, keeping promises

My Facebook newsfeed has
been filled with pictures of
friends lounging on sunny

beaches or heading out to mountain
adventures.

Now here is a dirty little secret
about most mothers: we are our
own worst critics.

So, when I see a picture of four
people crowding under the “Wel-
come to Colorado” sign for a picture
taken by strangers from Texas, I
immediately wonder if I am failing
my children.

Everyone seemed to be taking a
trip over spring break.

In 2009, I did try. I decided it was
a great idea to take them to their
first rock concert over spring break.

“Which band,” you ask? I am al-
most afraid to admit it. I can al-
ready hear the jeering from the cool
kids, Adam and Bruce, in my head.

It was Nickelback.
And my kids were 11 and seven.  
Looking back, I realize now that

was a parenting miscalculation on
my part.

I enjoyed my first spring break

with the kids for the first time in at
least five years.

With all my friends placing the
mom bar fairly high, and in ac-
knowledgement of my past ques-
tionable itinerary, I end up
spending some time pondering the
options for trips.

Thinking of day trip options, I
stumbled upon the Eight Wonders
of Kansas, created by the Sampler
Fest folks.

In full disclaimer, I love Kansas
tourism. I actually have a personal
goal to visit all 105 counties in my
lifetime. I even have a map with

the counties visited colored in. 
Unfortunately, this list was less

than inspiring to me personally.
Three of the five are outdoors, one
would require some serious Stair-
master training in advance, and
another one triggers a claustropho-
bia attack just looking at the pic-
tures. 

Of course, instead of the Newton
Now guys, I could hear my
mother’s voice in my head instead.
This woman led hikes with my
troop mates at Girl Scout camp
while I was in the tent playing
cards. We needed to go somewhere.

To remove my personal prefer-
ences from skewing our route, we
put the Eight Wonders, plus the 16
finalists, on a wheel and spun it.

So onward ho we went. We de-
cided on visiting the Garden of
Eden in Lucas, where I have a bit
of family history.

More on that next month, as it's
a whole other column.

Tina Payne is the director of the
Harvey County United Way.

Kansas Sampler helps decide a day trip

CONVENTIONAL WISDOM

MICHAEL LUNSFORD

BRINGIN’ THE PAYNE

TINA PAYNE

President Donald Trump has gotten a lot done in a lit-
tle over two months as president.

You can’t turn on the TV and hear about what is get-
ting done or read it in your daily newspaper very often. 

The Democratic Party and the left-wing, mainstream
media focus on this Russian election influence thing.
This has allowed the Trump Administration to quietly
fulfill campaign promises and undo a lot of what Presi-
dent Obama got done. I thought Democrats, using the
bullhorn of the media, would oppose every order or bill
Trump signed. They haven’t. I am not sure they know
what’s going on.

The Democratic Party is once again putting all its
hopes on one issue or person. In the election, it was
Hillary Clinton. The Dems ran off the Bernie Sanders
faction, and did dirty things to his campaign, and then
went all in for Hillary, and we know how that turned
out. The Democrats have lost a lot of elections across
the U.S. over the last eight years, and this Russian ob-
session is probably
another Hillary.

OK, President
Trump. He is out
there every day
doing what he said
he would do. He
ran on a platform
of using govern-
ment to secure our
borders,
strengthen the
military, create
jobs, take care of
our vets, establish
better health care and put America first.

Most of that is happening.
Here are some of the accomplishments of his presi-

dency and reactions to his presidency I read on the
White House website or searched out on the Internet,
which mean some forms of media reported it. They are
in no particular order:

• Taking action to establish an America first trade
policy. Trump announced that last week as the U.S.
works on new trade agreements that will reduce our
massive annual trade deficit with the world.

• He presented a budget that increased military
spending. That was a campaign promise.

• Met with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu and announced we would have a better rela-
tionship with Israel than what has happened the last
eight years. Did you know that the United States, under
President Obama, tried to influence the last Israeli elec-
tion? We spent about $350,000 of your tax dollars on
this effort. President Obama was unsuccessful with this
because Netanyahu was re-elected. I read that in the
Wichita Eagle. You thought only the Russians did such
things.

• A survey of American manufacturers shows the
highest optimism among that group in 20 years.

• President Trump signed orders to allow for the con-
struction of the Keystone XL pipeline and then required
that U.S. steel be used in its construction.

• He has moved forward with adding to the border
fencing and a wall along the U.S. southern border.
Scores of companies have bid on this project. Yes, it’s al-
ready being bid.

• In February, it was reported that seizures of illegal
aliens along the southern border has plummeted 40 per-
cent as word gets out that the United States will enforce
its borders.

• Nominates a conservative, Neil Gorsuch, to fill the
current opening on the Supreme Court. That was a cam-
paign promise. Senator Ted Cruz and many others who
ran against President Trump in the primary said he
would not nominate a conservative. They were wrong.

• Withdrew the U.S. from the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship as promised.

• President Trump has met with many business lead-
ers in various industries to ask them how the govern-
ment can get out of their way. Several leaders said they
had never been invited to the White House before.

• Many companies have announced plans to expand
and hire more Americans this year.

• President Trump signed joint resolutions last week
repealing regulations that hurt businesses, and even
our schools, but do nothing to enhance safety, another
campaign promise.

• It was reported last week that U.S. consumer confi-
dence is at a 16-year high.

There is more but we only have so much space. Presi-
dent Trump has one loss. It is the failed attempt to re-
peal Obamacare. That was a big one. The Republicans
need to lead on this issue. They’ve had eight years to
make a plan to repeal and replace that mess.

If you want to see what President Trump is getting
done, go to whitehouse.gov or YouTube. On YouTube, go
to the Based Patriot channel. You don’t have to rely on
the mainstream press anymore. They aren’t covering it
fairly anyway.

This channel shows video of President Trump signing
orders, bills, and making speeches. There are no com-
mentators or filters on the right or left. You just see
what’s happening and you can decide if he is moving his
agenda forward.

Robb Reeves is the owner and publisher of Hesston
Record, Harvey County Independent and The Ledger.

OWNER OF REEVES MEDIA

ROBB REEVES

Food truck rally big win
for Newton

Touche! 
My congrats go out to

the planners and organiz-
ers of the Newton “Ain't
No Joke Food Truck
Rally” in downtown New-
ton last Saturday after-
noon. It was a little cool
out, but I think it was a
huge success. I thought I
knew everybody in town,
but there were lots of
people I've never seen be-
fore. There were espe-
cially a lot of nice
upcoming young people.

Yes, beer was served, but
it was professionally or-
ganized, and nobody got
out of hand. 

We need to see more of
this on a regular basis. It
brought a huge crowd
into downtown Newton.
Also, I want to give a big
round of applause to the
city commission to let
something like this get
started. 

I think Newton is on to
something big with this!
Let's keep the momen-
tum going!

Kelly Hayes
Newton

Estes backs the Blue 
The letter that ran in

the March 23 copy of
Newton Now regarding
Ron Estes, Republican
congressional candidate
in the special election, the
Friends University forum
on March 16, contained
some misinformation.

The organizer knew
from the beginning
Ron Estes could not at-
tend due to a KPERS
board meeting in Topeka,
part of his job as Kansas
State Treasurer. The
forum was scheduled any-
way. So then, amazingly,

“within minutes” those
previously prepared “full
faced pictures” regarding
Ron Estes’ absence “were
circulating through the
crowd” even before the 6
p.m. start time.

My husband and I
planned to attend but
learned, through the
newspaper, that Ron was
unable to attend, several
days in advance.

We heartily ask for
your vote for Ron Estes.
He backs the Blue. He
doesn’t sue them.

Jenny Iserhardt
Newton

Say what?

Our greatest 
weakness lies in
giving up. The most
certain way to 
succeed is always to
try just one more
time.

Thomas A. Edison
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thin walls that make the depart-
ment's job difficult. 

In the basement that once was
the county jail, he discussed a lack
of proper venting, which encour-
aged mold growth and presented
storage space issues. The police
department keeps six years of
records on site and stores the rest
in the salt mines in Hutchinson.
Police office staff said the depart-
ment has to call and pull records
from the salt mines on a weekly
basis. 

The solution to all these prob-
lems was a new $8 million police
station. The city purchased land
for the project at Fourth and Main
St. and had an architect draw up
plans for the station. However
that initiative lost momentum
with looming budgetary issues as
well as the property having hydro-
carbon pollution on it. 

Previous City Finance Director
Lunda Asmani stated that such a
station would require a 3.6 to 4.6
mill increase in property taxes to
pay it off over a 20-year period.  

That would mean a cost of
$51.48 to an owner of a $100,000
home in additional taxes, with
that amount gradually decreasing
each year to a final rate of $40.37.

At the time, the city commission
discussed other ways of funding
the station as well, such as sales
tax. 

Hague said he charged the
group to look at all options for
best meeting police facility needs
in the future. 

Murphy was asked what spe-
cific need he'd like to see ad-
dressed in the future to which he
discussed improved security, stor-
age and office space. 

A good amount of the discussion
with some members focused on
how to sell facility needs to the
public. 

During their meeting, the group
discussed ways for the public to
experience what the police station
needed, and Public Information
Officer Erin McDaniels was asked
if it would be possible to make a
video of the facility to show, which
she said she could do. 

Other suggestions included an
open house for people to see parts
of the station. 

Board Member Rod Nicholson
gave a bit of a counter opinion to
the discussion, saying that the
group should consider remodeling
the existing police station before
pushing for a new one. He said
some members of the community
would be a hard sell on the issue. 

“First off, you're going to run
into the question, ‘What have you
been doing all these years?’” he
said. 

Nicholson agreed there were is-
sues to be addressed. 

“I don't look at how bad it is. I
look at how we can improve it to
make it better,” Nicholson said.
“I'm sure your house gets 20 years
old, you don't get up and move to
another one.”

He noted that the reason there
are space issues in part has to do
with the building having a large
amount of hallways and walls.
Part of the station used to be the
Harvey County Jail. Part used to
be the city commission building.
He noted the existing building
still had good bones. 

“If you tear out a bunch of
space, you got a new building,” he
said. 

The group will continue meeting
to discuss options and plans to
suggest to the Newton Commis-
sion on how it should proceed on
addressing future facility needs. 

Board members include Chair
Tony Williams, Leroy Koehn,
Jamie Ontiveros, Jennifer Hamm,
Mary Beck, Barbara Lee, Chip
Bungard, Sue Mecham and Rod
Nicholson.

STATION
From Page 1

police multiple times, was taken
to juvenile intake. 

Powell said it wasn't clear how
many times the building had been
vandalized or if the kids were re-
sponsible for all the damage. 

The building is owned by Farha
Construction of Wichita, which
acquired it as an investment and
a payment for a business deal in
2010, according to one of its own-
ers, Ted Farha. 

The building was previously
owned by Hall Properties and be-
fore that by Robert Coleman, ac-
cording to the Harvey County
Registry of Deeds. 

Farha said that the group’s
plans were to eventually fix it up.
He said it's a neat building and
well built and could be used for
offices or turned into apartments.

But the project has been off the
group's radar recently. 

He said police informed him
that it was vandalized. He
seemed a bit surprised at the ex-
tent of the damage on the phone
and said he planned on being up
in Newton soon to clean up the
glass and possibly board up the
windows. 

The Harvey County Appraiser's
Office values the building, once a
medical clinic that was built in
1953, at a little over $61,000.

VANDALS
From Page 1

Boys Carriage, through which
they do carriage rides for a va-
riety of events, such as wed-
dings, proms, the Kansas Day
event every year at Kauffman
Museum, quinceañeras, down-
town Newton during the holi-
day season, funerals and other
special events.

“In fact, we're doing one Sat-
urday in Newton,” Winston
said about a quinceañera,
adding they're supposed to
pick up the young lady in the
morning, take her to a Newton
park where photos will be
taken and then on to Our
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic
Church in Newton. A
quinceañera is a coming-of-age
celebration in the Hispanic
community, which is on a
girl's 15th birthday.

“We have done just about
anything and everything,”
Winston said.

Winston will use a carriage
and at least a couple of horses
to take the young woman on
her journey Saturday morn-
ing. In addition to having
Percherons, the Sommerfelds
have two Haflingers, a quarter
horse, paint horse and a pony.

“We've got a little driving
pony for the great-grandkids,”
Winston said.

The Sommerfelds like their
horses to get along with peo-
ple, since they're around them
so much.

“I try to get ’em all people
friendly so we can use ’em all
for rides,” Winston said.

They've been giving rides for
a long time, since they've had
their carriage-ride company
since the early 1980s.

“This is my retirement job,”
Winston said, adding he re-
tired from a small trucking
company he and Jan had haul-
ing livestock and grain.

“That was one of the big rea-
sons for the phone out in the
barn, ’cause when they call,
you had to go,” Winston said.

There's a phone bell now
that rings on the side of the
barn.

The Sommerfelds have their
business for a number of rea-
sons.

“Driving a team of horses is
getting to be a lost art,” Win-
ston said. “Not everybody can
do it. It takes years of experi-
ence to do it safely. Anyway,
we try to do it safe.”

The closest carriage ride
businesses in the area are in
Andover and Wichita.

Jan is quick to pull out pho-
tos and articles printed in
newspapers, like the Hillsboro
Free Press, about some of
their work. One photo shows a
bride and groom in the car-
riage with a couple of horses
as a thundercloud looms in the

background. Another photo
features an oak carriage and a
couple in front of the court-
house in Cottonwood Falls.

“Amish guy in Yoder built it
for use just from a picture,”
Jan said about the carriage in
the latter photo, adding the
wife said she put seven coats
of varnish on it. “It's never
turned dark on us.”

That was their original car-
riage. Their other ones include
three vis-a-vie carriages,
where passengers sit face-to-
face, and a wagonette. One of
the vis-a-vie carriages has a
third seat.

“That's our limo,” Jan said.
“Taken 20-something years to
accumulate them.” They have
a total of five carriages.

Jan likes the photo of the
couple with the storm in the
background. The couple mar-
ried at the Tallgrass Prairie
Preserve near Strong City and
had their ceremony in a one-
room schoolhouse. The car-
riage was a surprise for the
bride, who had been overseas
for about five years.

Having horses is something
that's familiar to Winston,
since he grew up working
horses, farming with them and
helping his dad on the farm.

“All the time I've known
him, he's had one or two
horses or more,” Jan said,
adding he used to train saddle
horses and ride-cutting horses.

“The horses—it's one way to
keep the horses and pay for
their feed,” Jan said about
why they have their business.
“Also, people are so far re-
moved from the farm today.
People can come see the
horses and pet them.”

One time, they were at Wi-
chita State University with
horses and a young man came

up to them, saying he was
from Newton and asked if he
could pet the horse. The young
man, who was a college sopho-
more, said he had never
touched a horse.

“It's a way to share the
horses with people,” Winston
said. “Somewhere in the
archives is a picture of me
with my dad holding me in a
blanket on a horse.”

Seems like Winston's spent
his whole life with horses.

“That's how we paid for our
schoolbooks and school sup-
plies,” Winston said, adding
his dad would buy each of his
four sons a young, unbroken
horse for them to break and
ride all summer. They then
sold the horses to pay for
school supplies.

Winston's father used
horses in the farm fields,
starting in the 1930s.

“He did the farming with
horses,” Jan said.

“’til ’59,” Winston added.
Winston was raised in Hes-

ston until the age of 10, when
the family moved to Cassoday,
and he also helped his
grandpa harvest one year.

Whether it's harvesting
crops or a business, the Som-
merfelds have memories. They
provided the carriage for all of
Dr. Milton Claassen's five chil-
dren for their weddings and
also pulled a horse-drawn
hearse made in 1876 for a fu-
neral around five to seven
years ago. Jost Funeral Home
in Hillsboro has such a hearse,
Winston said.

The woman who died was
about 100 years old.

“She arrived in Caldwell
when she as a young lady in a
covered wagon,” Winston said.
“She always said she wanted
to leave Caldwell in a covered

wagon.”
And so they took her to the

Caldwell cemetery, which was
about a two-mile procession.
Just like in the old days, the
family walked behind the
hearse for several blocks.

“Her son kept telling us to
plan to come back when he is
gone,” Jan said.

Another event for which
they provide carriage rides is
Symphony on the Prairie,
which is on the second Satur-
day in June every year, but in
a different location in the
Flint Hills. Although the sym-
phony starts later in the day,
the event begins at 1 p.m.
with a variety of events, such
as an art sale, and farmers
and historians giving talks.
Two years ago, the Sommer-
felds provided five wagons,
and there also were five other
wagons there, giving rides to
1,700 people.

The couple also provided
rides at Presbyterian Manor's
Apple Blossom Festival for
about 20 years, and they're
supposed to be there this year.

In addition to having horses,
the Sommerfelds have other
animals, such as nine pea-
cocks, chickens, a dog named
Rowdy and a dove. They also
used to have goats.

“We used to have goats until
about four years ago, but it
was too much,” Jan said. “Now
the chickens are in the goat
house.”

The couple has peacocks for
one reason. About 20 years
ago, someone was stealing
things from barns, and the
Sommerfelds found out pea-
cocks stir up a ruckus when a
stranger goes onto their prop-
erty.

“They're our alarm system,”
Jan said.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Winston and Jan Sommerfeld stand with Percherons Sir and Connie. 
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cut of what the artists do. And with a tattoo
shop on seemingly every corner, starting a
shop of their own was a risky proposition.

Most of all, Newton provides a small
town experience that doesn’t exist in Den-
ver.

“In the city, people don’t care,” Daniel
said. “A woman drops her groceries or
something, people walk right past. They
won’t even open the door for you anymore.
We have always lived by, ‘treat other people
how you want to be treated.’ It seems like
in a smaller community it is more like that.
People even wave at you. Driving your car
down the street, people on the sidewalk
wave at you. You don’t get that in Col-
orado.”

Tattoos and tattoo shops have an associa-
tion with a fast and hard lifestyle with the
kind of rough characters you might find in
a city. The Riveras want a shop that con-
trasts the negative associations with tat-
toos that is about art for all people.

“People of all ages want tattoos now,”
Kristin said. “Now it is becoming more ac-
ceptable. People who just turned 18 and
people who are 70 want tattoos, and so we
want to accommodate everybody.

“When you have a bunch of crazy partiers
in here and stuff, it is not a good vibe for a
60-year-old woman to walk into,” Daniel
said. “So we want to make it acceptable for
everyone and have a good experience with-
out having to feel like there are bikers
watching you or there’s gang members in
here or that feel that comes with some
shops that are shady.”

Tattooing has become a form of art collec-
tion. And that is what Peaks to Plains is all
about. With an art studio in the back,
Daniel and Kristin can design not only the
tattoos customers want but make paintings
they sell as well. For them, tattooing is a
sacred art that has a deep personal mean-
ing for the people who get them.

“In the art scene in general, I think art
collection is changing in the fact that a lot
of people don’t have thousands of dollars to
spend on a painting to hang on their wall,”
Kristin said. “If they have $1,000, I think
young people our age are going to want it
on their skin instead. Even Daniel here, his
whole sleeve is from one of his favorite tat-
too artists. For him, that is not just a tattoo
of something he likes, that is a piece of art
from an artist he admires.”

In spite of the way the cover might read,
with both arms covered in tattoos and
gauges in his ears, Daniel isn’t one for a
crazy party lifestyle. In fact, one of the rea-
sons he and Kristin left Denver was to get

away from an ever expanding party scene
in the city. When you sit down and talk to
them, you find out they are devout Chris-
tians. Throughout his entire career, Daniel
has struggled with people telling him tat-
toos are sinful or that he is going to hell be-
cause of his tattoos. Coming to Newton,
they knew they were coming to a place
where people won’t like tattoos. 

The Riveras want to change that percep-
tion.

“Where there is darkness, there is always
light,” Daniel said. “I think in the darkest

places is where there needs to be light. In
tattoo shops and the tattoo community,
there is a lot of dark stuff. I think we are
here to bring light to that and show people
that we are not marking our skin to defile
our bodies and to rebel. It is not a rebellious
thing anymore.”

Getting a tattoo from Daniel and Kristin
is a personalized experience. They want to
build relationships with clients to foster
trust and an almost therapeutic tattoo ses-
sion. To get a tattoo, a customer first has to
go in and talk to Daniel face to face in order
to get a good idea of what the project will
entail. He also requires a deposit to ensure
potential customers are serious about want-
ing a tattoo and time isn’t wasted drawing
the art for a no-call, no-show.

Right now, there is about a two week
wait to get a tattoo. But with a personalized
experience, it becomes about people and the
art itself, which is why they opened the
shop in the first place.

“I like to meet people,” Daniel said. “I like
to build that relationship with the client.
That is another thing I love about this busi-
ness is being able to talk to that person and
just have a conversation with them.”

TATTOO
From Page 1

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Kristin and Daniel Rivera are the owners of
Peaks to Plains in Newton. 
Left: Customer Joe Cheek, lying on table, takes care
of some business someone brought in while he was
getting a tattoo on Friday night. Someone tracked him
down at Peaks to Plains, a new tattoo shop in Newton.
He's sharing a chuckle with Daniel Rivera, tattoo
artist.
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Anthony
Taylor Vil-
lanueva, 11,
passed away
on Saturday,
April 1, 2017,
at his home
in Newton.

He was
born Oct. 14,
2005, in New-
ton to Geovanny Vil-
lanueva and Erica
Robinson.

He attended fifth grade
at Santa Fe Middle
School, and he enjoyed
gaming, Legos and play-
ing sports in the recre-
ational league. He had a
wonderful sense of humor
and brought laughter to
those around him. His life
was gone too quick, but
the impact he made on the
lives he touched will carry
on.

Anthony leaves behind
his mom and dad, Geo-
vanny and Erica; brother:
Kaeden, 12; little sister
Sophia Green, 6; two step-

siblings,
Joshua and
Justice Green;
grandparents,
John and
Janet Robin-
son, and Sal-
vador and
Maria Vil-
lanueva; as
well as many

aunts, uncles and cousins. 
A funeral service will be

at 2 p.m. Friday, April 7,
at the First Baptist
Church in Newton. A pub-
lic visitation will be from 5
to 9 p.m. Thursday, April
6, at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton. The
family will be present at
the visitation to greet
friends and family from 6
to 8 p.m.

Pastor Chip Bungard
will preside over the serv-
ice. Burial will follow the
service at Greenwood
Cemetery in Newton.

A memorial has been set
up at GoFundMe.com in
Anthony’s name. 

ANTHONY TAYLOR VILLANUEVA
Deloris E. Schmidt, 79,

of Newton, died Thursday,
March 30, 2017, at the Via
Christi Regional Medical
Center-St. Francis Cam-
pus.

She was born on July
13, 1937, in Goessel, Kan.,
the daughter of Ben and
Selma Warkentin Hilde-
brand. Deloris was raised
on a farm east of Goessel,
graduating from Goessel
High School in 1955.

Deloris married John H.
Schmidt on August 6,
1955, at the Alexander-
wohl Church. They lived
in Topeka until moving to
Newton in 1957.

She worked in Newton
at Moore’s I.G.A. in their
five and dime section as
well as at Elixer Indus-
tries and Druber’s Donut
Shop. Deloris then worked
at Norcraft for 17 years,
until retiring. She was an
active member of First
Mennonite Church, and
along with John, they
were volunteers at the
American Red Cross Blood

Drive for 12 years.
Survivors include her

husband, John; son, C.B.
“Cub” Schmidt; daughter,
Patty Warkentine and her
husband Jack; grandchil-
dren, Amanda Warkentine
and Brett Warkentine and
wife Jessica; and three
great grandsons, Cole Lu-
jano, Tucker Warkentine
and Reid Warkentine all
of Newton.

Deloris is preceded in
death by her parents and
brother, Willis Hilde-
brand.

Funeral services were
April 3 at the First Men-
nonite Church in Newton.
Interment was in the
Greenwood Cemetery.

A memorial has been
established with Caring
Hands Humane Society;
contributions may be sent
to Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, 120 E.
Broadway, Newton, KS,
67114.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

DELORIS E. SCHMIDT

Marvin
Joseph
Kratky, 68, of
Hesston, died
Wednesday,
March 29,
2017, at the
Via Christi
Regional Med-
ical Center-St.
Francis Cam-
pus in Wichita from a long
battle with Crohns Dis-
ease.

He was born on July 1,
1948, in Kansas City, Mo.
His parents were Joseph
and Sylvia Bartunek
Kratky. Marvin married
Carol Reinert on July 17,
1970, in Tipton.

Marvin was a member
of St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in Newton, where
he was very active and
held many offices. One of
them was that he was an
honorary member of the
Knights of Columbus. He
served as the district
deputy for three years.

He was a member of the
American Legion, and
through the years he was
very active in the Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts
when his children were
growing up. Marvin also
was a volunteer for the
blood mobile. 

Marvin is
survived by
his wife, Carol
of the home in
Hesston;
daughter,
Renee Dreisi-
gaker and
husband Kirk
of Topeka, and
Tracy Graber

and husband Kendall of
Hesston; his four grand-
children, Tyler, Logan,
Conner and Abby; brother,
Gary Kratky and wife
Nancy of Wilson, Kan.;
and sister, Rose Hansen of
Concordia; along with nu-
merous nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in
death by his parents and
two sons, Nathan and
Peter.

The Recitation of the
Holy Rosary was April 2,
with the Mass of Chris-
tian Burial held April 3,
both at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in New-
ton.

Graveside services and
interment were April 3 at
the St. Wenceslaus
Catholic Church Ceme-
tery in Wilson.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

MARVIN KRATKY
Stephen

Craig
Claassen was
born on May
28, 1954, to
Richard and
Diane (Dar-
ling) Claassen
in Newton.

He was a
graduate of
Newton High School and
a member of the First
Baptist Church of New-
ton. 

Steve grew up in New-
ton and enjoyed a typical
childhood with many
friends and activities.
Hunting and fishing with
“Him-paw” Darling was
always a highlight in his
early years. He was ac-
tive in the Cub Scouts
and Boy Scouts and was
the pitcher for the neigh-
borhood and Little
League team. He ice
skated and played ice
hockey with his dad,
brother and sister while
growing up. The family
looked forward to and
took yearly trips to Col-
orado.

He played football in
junior high school and
competed and lettered in
varsity high school ten-
nis.

Steve worked with his
dad, granddad and uncle
at Claassen Lumber and
Claassen Oil Co. while
growing up.

After grad-
uation, Steve
was married
briefly to Debi
Brown. He
served as a
rural route
deliverer for
the postal sys-
tem until his
retirement in

2014.
Steve did not have bio-

logical children, but he
was actively involved in
raising Austin Murphy.
They maintained this re-
lationship throughout
Austin’s adulthood.

Steve is survived by his
mother, Diane Claassen;
brother, Brian Claassen;
and sister, Shelley and
her husband, Larry Wall.

Steve was preceded in
death by his father,
Richard Claassen.

Funeral services are at
10 a.m. Friday, April 7, at
Petersen Funeral Home
Chapel in Newton. The
family will greet friends
prior to the service at 9
a.m. Burial will follow
the service at Greenwood
Cemetery in Newton.

Memorials have been
set up for the following:
First Baptist Church,
Sixth and Poplar, New-
ton, KS, 67114, and Good
Shepherd Hospice, 301 N.
Main St. #300, Newton,
KS, 67114.

STEPHEN CLAASSEN

Alfred (Alfie) Morrow
died on Saturday, April 1,
at his home in Newton.

Alfred was born on Oct.
23, 1936, in Mattoon, Ill.,
to Roy and Annetta
(Walker) Morrow. He was
one of 10 children.

He married Judith
Mitchell on July 9, 1961,
in Mattoon. She survives
of the home.

Alfred retired after 50
years of driving a truck.
He worked for many dif-
ferent firms and retired
from Richey Construction
Co. He was an avid sports
fan with great love for the
Kansas City Chiefs, Uni-
versity of Alabama foot-
ball and Illinois
basketball. He enjoyed
watching westerns and
playing scratch tickets. 

He was a big believer in

God and deeply loved his
grandchildren.

He is survived by his
wife, Judith; children,
Ronald, Thomas, Timothy,
Annetta Morrow, Jennifer
Trujillo and Rebecca
Coravil; 29 grandchil-
dren; and 29 great-grand-
children.

He was preceded in
death by his parents, Roy
and Annetta Morrow; son,
Samuel Morrow; a great-
granddaughter; and nine
brothers and sisters.

A graveside service was
on Tuesday, April 4, at
Greenwood Cemetery in
Newton. There is no pub-
lic visitation. A memorial
has been set up for: Good
Shepherd Hospice of
Newton, 301 N. Main
Street #30, Newton, KS,
67114.

ALFRED MORROW

Mary Ellen Kyle left
this Earth on March 29,
2017, at Newton Medical
Center for her long
awaited journey to meet
the Lord. She was born
July 25, 1923, in Dodge
City to Dee J. and Wilma
(Clemmons) Elliott. On
March 21, 1953, she mar-
ried Wilbur R. Kyle, and
he preceded her in death
on Jan. 14, 1993.

Mary Ellen worked in
the purchasing depart-
ment of the Santa Fe Rail-
road in Newton for many
years. She also worked
alongside her husband as
a manager of the former
Santa Fe Credit Union.
Mary Ellen was a long-
time active member of the
First United Methodist
Church, where she taught
youth groups and spon-
sored a college and career
group at the church. She
also was a member of the
Beta Sigma Sorority and
volunteered for the Red

Cross, and she was a
member of the Citizens
Revue Board, the voice for
children for six years.
Mary Ellen has a love of
her family, and she
greatly looked forward to
spending time with her
loving family and many
friends. 

She is survived by her
daughters, Diane Hen-
drickson of Yukon, Okla.,
and Becky Herron of
Newton; one son, Steven
L. Kyle of Warr Acres,
Okla.; four grandchildren;
and nine great-grandchil-
dren.

Mary Ellen was pre-
ceded in death by her par-
ents and husband.

Graveside committal
service was April 3 at
Greenwood Cemetery in
Newton, with Pastor
Duane Moraine presiding.

Memorials are sug-
gested to the Newton Sen-
ior Center in care of
Petersen Funeral Home.

MARY ELLEN KYLE

HESSTON—Alma Jean
Rediger, 91, of Hesston
died Thursday, March 23,
2017, at Newton Medical
Center.

She was born Nov. 12,
1925, in Allen County,
Ohio, the daughter of
Chester and Eva Mae
Wright Alspaugh. Alma
Jean and her sister Es-
ther later were adopted by
Edward and Elizabeth
Statler Rediger.

She attended grade
school in Flanagan, Ill.
The Redigers moved to
Kansas in 1941, where
Alma Jean attended and
graduated from high
school and college in Hes-
ston. She received her
bachelor’s degree at
Bethel College. For sev-
eral years, she was a
grade-school teacher in
Hutchinson.

Alma Jean and her sis-
ter Esther owned and op-
erated the Knit-N-Nacks
craft shop in Hutchinson
and later the Golden
Thimble at Schowalter
Villa in Hesston.

She was a longtime
member of First Church
of the Nazarene in New-

ton and was a volunteer
through the grandparents
program at area schools.

Survivors include her
sisters, Mary Bontrager of
Goshen, Ind., and Evelyn
Shaw and husband Eu-
gene of Hillsdale, Mich.;
sister-in-law, Marie
Alspaugh of Reading,
Mich.; and a number of
nieces and nephews.

Alma Jean was pre-
ceded in death by her par-
ents; brothers, Edward,
Charles and Hubert
Alspaugh; and sisters,
Olive Macey, Betty Cash
and Esther Rediger.

Memorial services will
be at 7 p.m. Saturday,
April 8, at the First
Church of the Nazarene
in Newton.

Private inurnment will
take place at the Waldo
Township Cemetery near
Gridley, Ill.

There will be no visita-
tion as cremation has
been effected.

Condolences may be left
at www.broadwaycolo-
nialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.

ALMA JEAN REDIGER

Trevor S. Carr, 34, died
Thursday, March 30,
2017, at Harry Hynes
Hospice in Wichita.

He was born July 27,
1982, in Tuba City, Ariz.
On Sept. 13, 2003, he
married Ashley Hague in
Newton, and she survives
of the home.

Trevor worked as a
flooring installer for
Hague’s Painting and
Decorating in Newton. He
was close to his parents-
in-law, Randy and Brenda
Hague, and enjoyed work-
ing with them installing
flooring in Newton and
the surrounding area.

Woodworking was a
hobby he enjoyed as well
as spending time camping
and fishing with his fam-
ily, and he especially
looked forward to time at
Marion Reservoir. Trevor
was an accomplished cook
and enjoyed sharing his
creations. Smoked meats
and chili were two dishes
that would guarantee a
crowd for dinner. In his
younger years, he worked
part time at The Bread-
basket restaurant, where
he honed some of his cook-
ing skills. He enjoyed hav-
ing family and friends to
the house and would often
play his guitar for people
to enjoy. Trevor was close
to his nieces and nephews
and looked forward to
sharing special days with
them. Although he was
known as a private per-

son, he was always glad to
be spending time with
those he was close to and
loved.

Trevor is survived by
his wife, Ashley of the
home; mother, Lillian Be-
gaye of Cottonwood, Ariz.;
brothers, Bryan Carr and
Mickeen Littleman, both
of Tucson, Ariz.; sisters,
Celeste (Adrian) Bustillos
of Newton, Lana Little-
man of Gallup, N.M.,
Blanka Littleman and
Alynna Littleman, both of
Tucson, Ariz.; and nieces
and nephews Isabella Be-
gaye-Bronson, Isaac Bron-
son, Aiden Weeks and
Kendall Weeks. He is also
survived by a host of
cousins, friends, and his
birth mother, Linda Lit-
tleman of Tucson, Ariz.

He was preceded in
death by his father,
Danny Begaye.

Memorial service will
be at 10 a.m. Thursday,
April 6, at First Church of
the Nazarene in Newton,
with Pastor Rick Dages
presiding. Visitation was
from 5 to 9 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 5, at Petersen
Funeral Home in Newton
with the family receiving
friends from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Burial will be in Green-
wood Cemetery in New-
ton.

Memorials are sug-
gested to the Harry Hynes
Memorial Hospice in care
of Petersen Funeral
Home.

TREVOR S. CARR

March 31
Arrests:
Tayler Bruns, 23, New-

ton, Domestic Battery, 300
Blk E Eighth, 

Douglas Thursdon, 31,
Newton,  Domestic Bat-
tery 300 Blk S. Pine 

Donna Miller, 26, New-
ton, distribution of hallu-
cinogen, 1300 Blk
Washington Rd 

Tim Hahn, 62, Newton,
attempted aggravated bat-
tery, 100 Blk N Poplar

Gerald Goddard, 38,
Newton, disorderly con-
duct, 100 Blk E Seventh

Criminal Reports:
Report of graffiti in the

200 Blk E Sixth Street on
a part of a bridge as well
as a sidewalk.

A report car theft of
$1,500 Chevrolet Camaro
in the 300 Blk of W Fifth
Street. Camaro was recov-
ered the  next day

March 30
Arrests:
Kyle Brown, 33, New-

ton, warrant, 900 Blk Wal-
nut St 

March 29
Arrests:
Daelin Williams, 24, Wi-

chita, warrant, 200 Blk E
Sixth St. 

Brian Jantz, 35, New-

ton, Disorderly conduct,
300 Blk W Sixth St 

Amy Villalva, 31, New-
ton, warrant, 200 Blk SE
Fifth Street

March 28
Arrests:
Chad Lawson, El Do-

rado warrant, El Dorado
Taylor Rylander, 22, Wi-

chita, possession of mari-
juana

March 27
Arrests:
Austin Stewart, 34, Wi-

chita, driving with invalid
license, 1500 E Second

Eva Lujano, 44, New-
ton, Warrant, 700 Blk
Stone Road, El Dorado

Briana Flores, 19, New-
ton, Disorderly Conduct,
200 Blk SE Fifth

Andrew Schindler, 21,
St. Marys, possession of
controlled substance

Abbigail Best, 19, New-
ton, Domestic Battery, 400
Blk E Seventh

Jason Volk, 32, Hesston,
Warrant, 100 Blk E Sixth

March 20
Criminal Report:
Report of a burglary of

$40 in cash from a motor
vehicle in the 300 Blk of
Fairview Ave.

HOW TO RUN AN OBITUARY
Obituaries in Newton Now are free as long as

they fit our newspaper style. We see a death in our
community as a news item that people care about
in Newton and North Newton. 

If you have an obituary that should run in New-
ton Now please send it to:  
wendy@harveycountynow.com and it will run as
soon as we can get it online and in the Thursday
print edition as well. 

If you want a special obituary or message printed
in this section, please contact Bruce Behymer for
pricing at: bbehymer@buyersedgeks.com. Usually a
paid obituary doesn’t run more than $10-$20. 

Regarding other announcements in Newton Now,
they usually run for $10 with a photo and about
200 words. Send your birth, engagement, anniver-
sary or wedding announcement to wendy@harvey-
countynow.com with the copy you would like to run
and a high resolution photo. 

If you have any questions about announcements
call: 316-281-7899. 
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Full Time Concrete Laborers 
in Newton, Kansas 

M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Previous concrete or construction 

experience is a plus but we do offer 
on-the-job-training as well.

Excellent benefits including health/ 
dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 

retirement, vacation and holidays. 
Please contact the main office at

2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 
an application or 

call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

Prestressed Concrete is seeking

Local company is looking
for drivers to transport
railroad crews up to a
200 mile radius from

Herington.
Must live within 20 miles of
Herington, be 21 years or

older, valid driver's 
license and a pre-employ-

ment drug screen is 
required. A company 

vehicle is provided, paid
training, and benefits.

Compensation 
is $8.50 per hour.

Apply online at 
www.hallcon.com

Salon Help Wanted
2 positions:

Stylist (able to cut
men’s hair too!) 

& Nail Tech
Experienced & dependable. 

Call Jeanne Penner 
at 620-947-3401 
or 620-947-2248

111 E. Grand Ave, Hillsboro

MARION ASSISTED LIVING
is looking to expand our team! 

If you are interested in a cook or CMA position please
call us at 620-382-3000 or stop in and fill out an 

application at 200 Eisenhower Marion, KS 66861.

“The strength of the team is each individual member.
The strength of each member is the team” 

~ Phil Jackson. 

Come be a part of our strong team.

Kansas Publishing Ventures
in South Central Kansas is 

searching for a 

DO-IT-ALL
MANAGING EDITOR

for the 
Herington Times.

Experience preferred. 
Please send resume to 
publisher Joey Young at 

joey@kspublishingventures.com

Needed: 
Direct Support Worker 
to work for an individual

with a developmental
disability in the Newton

KS area. Looking for
someone who wants to

make a positive impact in
another person’s life.

Must be at least 18 years
of age.  $8.50 per hour.
Full-time and part-time.
Evenings and weekend

hours. 
Email a resume to 

susans@skilonline.com 

in Florence is accepting 

applications for a 

Manager
and

Sales Clerks

401-K,  Vacation
Apply in person 

at Hwy. 50
Florence, KS

Sexton Assistant wanted for 
Prairie Lawn Cemetery in Peabody. Up to 20 hours 

per week, April 1st through September 30th. 

Email resume to Prairielawncemetery@gmail.com

Reach MORE people 
with our classifieds!

Your classified ad will appear in all of these papers - Hillsboro Free Press,
Newton Now and The Herington Times...reaching every Marion County
household as well as Newton Now and Herington Times subscribers.

Call 620-947-5702 
or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Line ads: 
$7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display: 
$12.75 per col. inch 

(minimum of 1x2 at $25.50)

PRODUCTION HELP WANTED
MONDAY-FRIDAY

2nd Shift: 4:00 pm to 12:00 am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 

620-947-2664

TCT is hiring a 
FT Computer Repair Rep

in Hillsboro for cellular and wireless internet
products and services. Base pay $27,040 plus
commission and paid benefits. Valid DL  EEOE
Submit resume at www.tctelco.net/employment

Salem Home currently
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash

PH: 620-947-2272

Or obtain an application at:

Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

• PT Evening Shift

Dietary Aide (5-8pm)

• PT C.N.A. 
float

• FT evening shift
C.N.A.

Marion County Road & Bridge
is accepting applications for a   

Supervisor 
with experience in highway con-
struction to include building of
roads, bridges, & culverts. A
CDL is required at time of hire
for this position. This position
may be required to manage up
to 30 employees at times. Must
be able to follow and carry out
duties on a daily and weekly
basis. The duties will be given by
the Superintendent. A team
worker is a must.

Applications may be picked up
at the Marion County Road &
Bridge Office, Courthouse,
through April 14, 2017. 

Drug testing will be required.
EOE

Natalie
Hoffman

Call Natalie
for help with
classifieds

620-947-5702 or 
Fax 620-947-5940

Hillsboro Middle/High
School has an opening for 

a full-time 
ACADEMIC SKILLS 

COORDINATOR
beginning in August of

2017. A teaching license 
is not required for this 
position. Coaching and 

other supplemental 
duties are possible. 

Applicants should complete
the online application from
Kansasteachingjobs.com or

the classified application
from www.usd410.net.  
Include three references

with the application. 
Also, submit a cover letter

and resume.  
The position will be open
until filled. Salary: $14.00
per hour/8 hours per day.

Job Duties: 
• Works with at-risk high
school students in an individ-
ual or small group setting to
reinforce material introduced
by the classroom teacher.
• Assists in delivering reme-
dial instruction to identified
at-risk students.
• Communicate with teachers
to ensure success of stu-
dents.

has openings for the
following positions:

• Health Information
Manager

• Full and Part time
cooks

• Medical Assistant 

Please contact 
Delores Johnson with any 

questions at 620-947-1419.

Apply online at
www.hchks.com

or pick up an application at 

the front desk at: 

701 S. Main • Hillsboro, KS

E.O.E.–Drug Free Workplace

1 Employment
Kennel Tech needed.  Position requires
thorough care of animals and facility in a
physically demanding, fast-paced work
environment.  Typically 6AM to late morn-
ing, weekends and holidays required.
Apply in person or online www.caring-
handshs.org. 13-2tc

Carpet/Hard Surface Installer. Full or Part-
time in Newton, KS. Call 316-249-1907 or
316-283-8119. Baker Furniture & Carpet.
14-1tp.

2 Announcements

Public Announcement
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Sale
SHOP SUPPLY & MISC. SALE!! Saturday,
April 8 - 9am-4pm. 1166 Hwy 77, Florence.
Shop Suplies, Tools, Parts, Equipment &
Lots of Misc. 14-1t.

3 Merchandise

For Sale
1959 Model 65 Massey Fergusen Tractor,
Front end loader & Rear blade $5,500/obo
Call 620-382-3898 or 316-640-5771. 14-1tp

Wanted
Want to Buy! Old Military items- World
War I and II, Civil war, Vietam - American,
German, Japanese. Rifles, pistols, helmets,
swords, uniforms & misc. items. Call Mr.
Weeks 785-825-0313. 12-3tp

4 Services 
Handyman, jack of all trades, master of
none. Carpenter, painting, drywall, flooring,
mowing, tree trimming etc. Call 785-258-
3473. 13-3tp

Small Town
Living at its Best
• Spacious 1 bedroom

apartments available now.
• Just northeast of Wichita

in the beautiful Peabody,
KS.

• Income based. 62 or 
older or disabled.

Utilities paid. Call today.
620-983-2958

Indian Guide 
Terrace Apartments

501 North Vine Street
Peabody, KS 66866

(Some market rent
apartments available.

Call for details.)

5 For Rent
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn 

Large 1 Bedroom Apt. Hillsboro for 1 Re-
sponsible Adult. Partially furnished. Quite
neighborhood. May consider obedient dog.
620-947- 3535 leave a message. 7-tfn

Nice, quiet, 2 BR Newton Apartment.  Joe
Robb 316-284-4202. 11-4c

Clean and remodeled 2 bedroom apart-
ments avaliable. 110 N. Jefferson, Hillsboro.
$450. Covered parking, central heat and
air. Call 620-343-9800 or 316-772-2597. 9-
9tp

2 bedroom house for rent with appliances,
Central Heat & Air, located in Hillsboro.
Call 620-245-1648. 14-2tp

3 Bedroom house, Appliances, Washer/Dry-
er, No pets $550. 808 N. Walnut, Newton.
316-727-6591/316-283-8553. 14-2tp

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN) and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)have
purchased some of the following classifieds. Determining the value of the service or
product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-
vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals,
directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order
selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstances should you send
money in advance or give the client your checking account, license ID, or credit card
numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and
note that if a credit repair company does business only over the phone it is illegal to
request any money before delivering its services. All funds are based in US dollars.
Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.

Call Natalie at 
620-947-5702 to 

place your ad!

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Farm Equipment
Our Sportsmen will Pay Top $$$ To hunt
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leas-
ing info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507

www.BaseCam-
pLeasing.com

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1600.00 in KC.  $2100.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call
785 655 9430 or go online to
Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, availability
& Freight estimates.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Class A OTR, Regional home weekly, End
Dump Drivers For Newly Expanded Busi-
ness. Late Model Peterbilts & Raven Trail-
ers, Vacation Pay, Health Ins, 401K. 
Call (800) 776-5672.

Great Plains Trucking of Salina, KS is
hiring OTR Tractor-trailer Flatbed drivers
looking for a career!  Our drivers travel 48
U.S. states.  We offer well-maintained
equipment, and excellent home time, com-
pensation and benefits package.  Contact
Brett or Judy at 785-823-2261 or brettw@gp-
trucking.com, judym@gptrucking.com or
fill out an online application at www.gp-
trucking.com. 

Misc.
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BATTERIES
for Life!  Call to start your free trial!  
877-687-4650

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions accepted.
Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

ng Cancer?  And 60+ Years Old?  If So,
You And Your Family May Be Entitled To A
Significant Cash Award.  Call 866-327-
2721 To Learn More.  No Risk.  No Money
Out Of Pocket.

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA
approved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying
your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan Modifi-
cation? Is the bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner's Relief Line now for
Help!  855-401-4513

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 855-850-3904

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW  APRIL 8-9 SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-
3 TOPEKA KANSAS EXPOCENTRE (19TH
& TOPEKA BLVD)  INFO: (563) 927-8176
www.rkshows.com

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL & IN)
(MCN)

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-
0205 (MCN)

EDUCATION

Spring into 2017 & FINISH YOUR HIGH

SCHOOL DIPLOMA TODAY! Work at your

own pace. Nationally accredited. Call for

FREE BROCHURE.1-904-381-1935 

www.fcahighschool.org (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED

TRUCK DRIVERS. CDL-A Company Drivers

and Owner Operators. Great pay and ben-

efits. Driver friendly. All miles paid. Many

bonuses. Home when needed. Nice equip-

ment. Paid weekly. WWW.MCFGTL.COM 

Call now 507-437-9905 (MCN)

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 Weekly

Mailing Brochures From Home! No Expe-

rience Required. Helping home workers

since 2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start

Immediately! www.IncomeMailers.net (VOID

IN SD, WI) (MCN)

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Wright’s 
Storage

$25
Move-in Rebate

109 East D St.
Hillsboro
947-2690

877-0898 (cell)
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Emily Robinson swims freestyle at the Newton Invitational on May 5 last year.

Victory
lap

Emily Robinson hits the pool ready to enjoy her final season

As Hana Robinson
swims the breast stroke
in a club practice, her kid
sister, Emily Robinson, is
in the lane next to her.
Their father informs
Hana that Emily is catch-
ing up. Not wanting to
lose to her sister, Hana
picked up her pace, caus-
ing Emily to have to swim
faster to stay on her
heels. 

And in the process, the
two children forged each
other into a pair of torpe-
does in the water.

“I would race against
my sister in club, and I
would see her,” Emily
said. “She would always
beat me, and I would see
her doing so well. I would
be like, ‘I want to do so

well. I want to beat her.’
We push each other a lot.
She still pushes me. She
came down for spring
break and took me to the
YMCA and coached me
and helped me with stuff.”

The days of swimming
next to each other as kids
in club are gone. But the
drive and competitiveness
in Emily that was born in
those days have had a
lasting effect, with a num-
ber of trips to the podium
at state a year ago. And in
her senior season, she is
looking to enjoy the ride
along the way as her high
school career comes to a
close.

“I just love bonding
with the girls and having
team sleepovers, having
team dinners,” Emily
said. “I just love being on
a team. I definitely came
in with the mindset this
year to just have fun with

it. Because we did lose
like 12 seniors last year,
and six of them went to
state. I know that it is
going to take a lot of work
from everyone on the
team to get first at meets
or win league again, be-
cause we did lose those
girls. I am telling myself
if we don’t do as well it is
OK; as long as everyone is
having fun and improving
their times, then I’ll be
happy.”

Wanting to spend her
senior season cheering on
the other sports teams
from the student section,
for the first time in a 14-
year swimming career,
she didn’t swim in club.
But the decision isn’t one
reflective of her dedica-
tion this season in the
pool. She is taking a
weights class and pushing

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Emily Robinson swims the breaststroke at the Newton Invitational on May 5 last year. Robinson set a per-
sonal best of 1:12.76 in the state prelims on the way to a seventh place finish in the 100-yard breast last
season.See SWIM / 12

Railers take second at McPherson
and rely on depth moving forward

The Newton High
School girls soccer team
is looking for big results
this season. And deep
playoff runs don’t happen
without team depth all
over the pitch. The depth
the Railers know they
have will be put to the
test after an injury side-
lined Kansas State
signee Brookelynn Entz,
leaving one of the most

prolific goal scorers in the
state on the bench. With-
out Entz, Newton fell to
Maize South 3-0 in the
championship game of
the McPherson Invita-
tional.

“With Brooke going
down, others have to step
up,” head coach Scott
Jantzi said. “We didn’t
play bad. We were able to
get opportunities. The
first goal will probably
never happen again. But
I am very proud of the
way the girls stepped up
and did well without

Brooke. We didn’t score,
but we still put in a good
effort. Maize South is a
good team.”

Leading up to the
championship game in
McPherson, the Railers
were rolling. Newton
outscored its opponents
19-1 in the first three
games, with the only goal
allowed coming on a
penalty kick against
Topeka in the McPherson
semifinals. But the
Railer defense cracked in
the first half against
Maize South. With a shot

from deep that floated
over everybody and just
into the corner of the net
to break up a scoreless
tie in what stood as the
game winner. Another
goal came on a break-
away before a free header
was allowed on a corner
kick to make it 3-0 Maize
South at the half, leading
to some frustration at the
break.

But in the new world
without Entz, in the sec-
ond half the Railers

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
The Newton High School girls soccer team poses with their second place medals after falling to Maize South 3-0 in the McPherson Invitational
championship game on March 31. 

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See SOCCER / 12

Railer girls win, boys
take third in Winfield

The Newton High School girls track and field
team picked up right where they left off at Cessna
Stadium: with complete domination. The Railers
won the Joe Vann Invitational in Winfield with 158
team points, jumping over second place Liberal,
which had 97.

Racking up the team points, the Railers had a
bunch of girls raid the medals. Sophomore Maggie
Remsberg continued to show flashes of a brilliant
future with three first place finishes individually.
Remsberg won both the 300-meter hurdles and the
100 hurdles as well as the long jump. Kailey Harris
excelled in the jump pit as well, taking first place in
the triple jump. 

The Railers shone last year with a young group of
dominant sprinters. Savannah Simmons and Jen
Andres didn’t miss a beat, taking first and second,
respectively, in both the 100 and the 200. The Rail-
ers covered the top two spots on the shot put
podium as well, with Brooke Lachenmayer and
Amanda Dorrell going first and second in the event.

After setting the 5A record in the 4x100 relay last
year, Newton blazed a lap around the track for a
first place finish in Winfield. The 4x400 relay, which
won a state title last season, also finished first in
Winfield.

On the boys side, the Railers got back to business
with Kade Remsberg returning to the track. With
first place finishes in the 100 and 200 for Remsberg,
the Railers took third as a team with 77 points.
After dominating the state podium in the shot put
last year, Jackson Forest kept the ball rolling in
Winfield with a first place finish.

The Railers picked up a ton of points with second
place finishes at the meet. Josh Jantzi took second
in the pole vault and distance runner Garrett Mick
took second in the 3200, and the 4x800 relay took
second as well.

Joe Vann Invitational Track and Field Re-
sults

Boys:
4x800m Relay: 2. Newton, 8:37.54. Javelin: 4.

Jakob McFarlane, 139-1; 5. Jackson Forest, 138-0;
6. Brendan Powell, 137-0. 100m: 1. Kade Remsberg,
10.86; 6. James Harris, 11.54. Pole Vault: 2. Josh
Jantzi, 11-0. 3200m: 2. Garrett Mick, 10:18.88.

See TRACK / 12



As Seth Bontrager
reaches the end of a soar-
ing guitar solo, his Les
Paul screams a vibrato
that just hangs there like
a person throwing their
hands up after a mic drop.
Garrett Mick starts
pumping his fists and
howling with excitement.

“Garrett gets the most
hype out of anyone,” Rich
Regier says with a big
grin.

The three of them make
up the band Danger No
Diving with Regier on
base and Mick on the
drums. The solo Bon-
trager just finished up
wasn’t belted out of an
amplifier, but onto editing
software as he was just
laying down the track.
They are in a makeshift
recording studio in
Regier’s basement and
producing an original
song they hope to release
to the public later that
evening. Mick is putting
the tracks they recorded
together with an agoniz-
ing precision. They want
it to be perfect.

But they are not a pro-
fessional band. They are
all students at Newton
High School.

“We knew this was
going to happen,” Mick
said. “This was destined
to happen eventually. We
started playing covers of
stuff at Seth’s house. And
then we were like, or I
was like, ‘Shoot, we need
to make some originals
up.’ And Seth was like,
‘No, dude. It’s so hard.’”

But once they took the
leap, they discovered they
had something. Regier
and Bontrager come from
musical families. Regier

started playing violin
when he was four and
evolved into an expertise
with electronic music and
has the production knowl-
edge and capability. Bon-
trager’s dad is a choir
teacher at Buhler and his
mom is a piano player. He
brings a love of hard driv-
ing classic rock he grew
up with. 

Although his sister is
right at home at a piano,
Mick did not come from a
musically inclined family.
But his parents were kind
enough to deal with the
noise of him learning how
to play the drums. And he
can bang the skins with
furious accuracy, provid-
ing the pulse of the band
with some lyrical talent
as well.

“Me and Seth and Rich
all have kind of different
music tastes,” Mick said. 

“Garrett is all into this
indie rock stuff,” Bon-
trager said. “I like hard
rock and alternative rock.
Rich is all electronic
stuff.”

“We have all got some-
thing that is going to help
put everything together,”
Regier said. 

The different back-
grounds and tastes are a
must for a band looking
for its own sound, making
the leap from playing cov-
ers to creating original
music. And with Danger
No Diving, they have
found a way to make the
differences work rather
than clash.

The song they are pro-
ducing in Regier’s base-
ment is called Middle
Class Depression. The riff
was something Mick came
up with during jazz band.
He made a video of him-

self humming it into his
phone so he could remem-
ber. The rest of the band
ran with it and created a
song. They have a big
challenge taking things to
a level of creating their
own art. For the most
part, they have done
things on the fly, trying
different things until they
work. 

It was a big challenge.
But as they started to
work through the chal-
lenge, they started enjoy-
ing it and having fun
together. Usually it starts
with a guitar riff. They
add drums to that and
then bring in the bass and
the lyrics. 

Producing original
music would normally in-
volve a ton of money
spent on studio time.
Danger No Diving has a
lot of advantages at their

disposal, including a
soundproof room in Seth’s
basement and editing
software in Regier’s. And
with a variety of social
media platforms like their
Twitter account @Dan-
gerNoDiving at their dis-
posal, once a song is
finished, it goes directly to
the Internet for consump-
tion.

“Bands back then, like
my brother when he was
in high school or my sister
or dad, they didn’t have
any of this stuff,” Bon-
trager said. “So they just
like did covers and wrote
songs but never got it out
there. We actually have
the chance to record our
own songs and post them
on social media.”

“I feel like we really
take that for granted,”
Mick said. 

Once things come to-
gether, releasing a song
makes a long process of
writing, recording, and
producing, while finding
the time with school,
sports and work, worth
perfecting every detail.

“We are so anxious to

release it,” Mick said. “We
want to release it as soon
as possible, but at the
same time, we want it to
sound good.”
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herself hard in practice.
Because, as a senior

this season, she knows
she is like the seniors she
used to look up to like
Sophia Miller, Courtney
Mellinger and Lydia
Deckert. She knows she
is now a swimmer people
look up to like she looked
up to Hana.

“Now it is me,” Emily
said. “I am one of the
seniors, and I feel like I
am pretty good. I want
the other girls to see that
I am working hard and
think, ‘I want to work
hard like her,’ because
that is what I thought.”

And there is the ever-
present addiction built
into swimming that
keeps her working hard.
It is a rush that has kept

her in the sport all these
years. It is the feeling of
setting a personal best
like the 1:12.76 she swam
in the 100-yard breast
stroke state preliminar-
ies last year on the way
to a seventh place finish.
And even within her own
moment at state, she was
also competing against
Hana.

“When my sister swam,
the fastest she went was
a 1:13,” Emily said. “So
when I went a 1:12 last
year, I knew I was going
fast, but I never thought
I would have gone a 1:12.
When I saw that I felt so
great. It was an amazing
feeling. If I could have
that feeling again and go
even a 1:11 this year
even, that would just be a
great way to end my sen-
ior year.”

The experience of get-
ting on the podium in

front of the entire Kansas
swimming community in
Topeka is another big
pull that keeps her work-
ing hard in the pool.
When she heard her
name as they put a
medal around her neck
and she looked up at the
stadium full of people
who all had their eyes on
her, it was emotional. 

But in seventh place,
she has room to go even
further. Seeing the reac-
tion for the champion
from the view on the
podium provided even
more motivation.

“If I ever got first, that
would be amazing,”
Emily said. “At seventh
place, looking up at the
girl who got first and
hearing the whole sta-
dium cheer for her, I
wanted to know that feel-
ing, because it was just
so amazing.”

SWIM
From Page 11

started to grow together,
finding more comfort. 

“I feel like we realized
how we needed to play,”
Newton senior Aylin Tor-
res said. “Because with
Brookelynn, we play a
certain way with her:
more direct.”

In a stretch without
Entz, Newton will have to
find a way to replace nine
goals, nearly half of the
team’s offensive output in
the first four games. The
Railers will have some ca-
pable players to fill the
role. 

Along with Izzy Saenz
scoring three goals this
season, one of the big sur-
prises has been defender
Bekah Tonn getting a
chance as a striker and
producing four goals in-
cluding a hat trick in the
opener against Rose Hill. 

“Coming into this sea-
son, Coach did say some-

thing about wanting to
move me up and generate
offense,” Tonn said.
“When we need to gener-
ate more offense, he likes
to put me forward. But
against tough teams like
this, it is hard trying to
get stuff going. But if we
are playing teams that
they can have me forward
and not on the back line,
that is where I am going
to be.”

With the talented op-
tions in the stable of
backs with players like
Aurora Castillo, Kenzie
Parsons, Abby and Mad-
die Edson and Keila
Chavez, Jantzi doesn’t
feel like he is losing much
on the back line playing
Tonn forward, leading to a
no-brainer with a team
looking for a goal scorer.

“She is going to be that
other goal scorer, the
fighter that we need up
top,” Jantzi said. “With
the limited number of
subs tonight, we weren’t
able to do that as much,

but when she was up
there, we were able to cre-
ate those opportunities. I
don’t think we lose much
off the back. I think the
ladies that we stick back
there are very confident
in their ability to do the
job.”

After suffering the first
loss of the season, the
Railers know this is early
in the season, and by
learning to play without
Entz, the team will only
be stronger when she re-
turns, possibly in time for
the rematch with Maize
South. Playing without
her is an opportunity to
get better the team is em-
bracing.

“We are going to face a
lot tougher teams going
on in the season,” Torres
said. “This was our first
big challenge. A lot of
teams, they know about
[Entz], and they know her
capabilities. So we need to
be able to not just rely on
her moving forward.”

SOCCER
From Page 11

110m Hurdles: 3. Jerik
Ochoa, 15.42. Discus: 6.
Jackson Forest, 114-2.
800m: 5. Jonah Hodge,
2:10.97. 200m: 1. Kade
Remsberg, 22.36. Shot
Put: 1. Jackson Forest,
50-1.5.

Girls: 

300m Hurdles: 1. Mag-
gie Remsberg, 49.97.
Shot Put: 1. Brooke
Lachenmayer, 36-8.5; 2.
Amanda Dorrell, 35-10.
Javelin: 3. Nicole En-
gelken, 107-7. 4x400m
Relay: 1. Newton,
4:24.02. Discus: 2.
Brooke Lachenmayer, 96-
1. Long Jump: 1. Maggie
Remsberg, 17-0.5; 3. Kai-
ley Harris, 15-6.5. 800m:
5. Megan Bartel, 2:43.86.

4x800m Relay: 3. New-
ton, 11:03.52. Triple
Jump: 1. Kailey Harris,
35-2.5. High Jump: 2.
Kailey Harris, 4-10.
200m: 1. Savannah Sim-
mons, 26.40; 2. Jen An-
dres, 26.81. 100m: 1.
Savannah Simmons,
12.50; 2. Jen Andres,
12.70. 4x100m Relay: 1.
Newton, 49.24. 400m: 3.
Taylor Antonowich,
1:01.27. 100m Hurdles: 1.

Maggie Remsberg, 15.60;
5. Rebecca Raymundo,
18.17. 3200m: 6. Alaina
Stucky, 13:24.64.

TRACK
From Page 11

Off the deep end: Danger No Diving produces original rock in Newton
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
From left to right, Newton High School Students Garrett Mick, Seth Bontrager and Rich Regier are producing
original rock and roll in the band Danger No Diving. 



In the war-torn Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo,
there are roughly 1,600
fewer militia members
due in large part to the
work of an operative who
charged deep into the
heart of the battle. He did
it unarmed and without a
single kill before he lost
his life.

For Michael “MJ”
Sharp, the 20 years of vio-
lence in the Congo rein-
forced a deeply-held belief
that violence solves noth-
ing. And in order to
achieve peace, the work
had to start with getting
past a dehumanization of
the enemy to get to the
heart of basic needs. It
was work that required
not only the courage to
walk miles through the
jungle into a militia’s
camp but the courage to
listen to their narrative of
how they view the world
in order to find common
ground.

“They are all human,”
MJ’s father John Sharp
said. “They are all human
with the same desires.
They have the same
dreams, the same hopes
as all other humans. And
the unfortunate thing is
that the U.S. typically has
not paid a lot of attention
to Africa. Africa is often
portrayed as a dark conti-
nent with a terrible his-
tory. Well, hey, people live
there. And people want
good lives.”

The work MJ did with
Mennonite Central Com-
mittee convincing militia
members in the Congo to
give up their weapons and
leave the fight, along with
that of his Swedish col-
league Zaida Catalan as
experts for the United Na-
tions collecting data, has
been brought to the na-
tional attention after they
disappeared and their
bodies were found. In life,
MJ never bragged about
the specifics of the num-
bers of success stories in
his work. It was a work of
passion he did on princi-
ple and not for recogni-
tion. 

He felt safe. Most of his
work was done in the
eastern region of the coun-
try, where he built up re-
lationships and gained
both the trust and respect
of the people he dealt
with. And as a humanitar-
ian, he knew he operated
with another kind of secu-
rity.

“I am much less likely
to be targeted,” MJ said in
a chapel at Hesston Col-
lege on Sept. 9, 2013. “It
would be a bigger problem
if I was killed. Like, talk-
ing about how many mil-
lion people have probably
lost their lives due to the
conflict situation. We don’t
talk about it. It is very
rare that we talk about
that situation. And if
there were a bunch of hu-
manitarian aid workers,
for example, that were
caught up in that then it
would be a lot different.
And so I think in general,
it is a lot, lot, lot, lot more
difficult for anybody from
the population that lives
there. Much more so than
for me.”

But he also knew how
dangerous the work he
was doing was, and he
was not afraid to die for
his cause. With Catalan
working for the U.N., his
work involved tracking
militia group support with
financial and weapons
backing. With his re-
search, the U.N. could
consider sanctions on peo-
ple breaking international
law with support of these
groups. The work had him
leave the east, where he
was known and trusted, to
go to Kasai, where he was
more unknown. He never
came back.

One of the most well-
known principles of the
Mennonite faith that MJ
was raised in is pacifism.
Mennonite pacifism is
often interpreted as either
a cowardly unwillingness
to fight or an unrealistic
fairytale view of a world
full of evil. Non-violence
doesn’t seem like a practi-
cal solution to violence. 

Hesston College Bible
professor Michele Hersh-

berger says that she and
the Mennonites she lives
and works with agree that
the world is an evil place
full of violence. But in the
Mennonite faith, a Chris-
tocentric hermeneutic
says that when the Bible
disagrees, Christ is the
“referee.” While some
faiths preach a separation
of violence in a person’s
personal life as opposed to
a corporate life in a bigger
general cause, Mennonites
believe it is all the same. 

In life, and death, MJ
provided a contrast to the
perception of pacifism as
impractical in a world full
of violence.

“I think that non-vio-
lence is very practical,”
Hershberger said. “We
just don’t hear those sto-
ries enough. Right now, in

this temporary world, in
the short term solution, it
looks like non-violence
didn’t work, that it wasn’t
practical. First of all, the
Bible never calls us to be
practical. It calls us to be
faithful. And in the long
term, this might be the
catalyst for true peace in
the Congo.”

Simply going into the
camp of an armed militia
and offering a hug and a
smile in exchange for guns
is not effective. Instead,
through listening, MJ was
able to offer a measure of
what is known as “Shalom
justice.” The idea of
Shalom justice is that peo-
ple get what they need, in-
stead of what they
deserve. By connecting
with people on a basic
human level, he found

needs that could be met.
“I have tried the Kum-

baya thing and the hold-
ing hands and that does
not communicate well,”
MJ said. “But generally
you talk about some basic
truths. It is not fun to live
in the forest. They are
malnourished. Even if you
are an armed group, and
you can pretty powerful
armed group, you might
have a bunch of enemy
armed groups around you.
And so it is not fun.” 

Many of the armed
groups he spoke with were
Rwandan refugees. They
had their children with
them in the forest. One of
the most powerful truths
that got through was that
if they got their wish and
made it back to Rwanda,
their children would be
uneducated and be at a
huge economic disadvan-
tage. Repatriating them
back to Rwanda to get
their children an educa-
tion and a better life was
an offer that worked.

Now that MJ is gone, it
is the hope of his family
that the work in the
Congo he was passionate
about will not end. They
hope the U.N. will con-
tinue its presence in the
Congo and that the
United States will con-
tinue to pay dues to the
U.N.

“We are called to love

our enemies and to work
for justice, on the personal
level and on the corporate
level,” Hershberger said.
“Even if that means we
die. And many of the early
Christians were martyred.
That is what the whole
book of Revelations is
about. And the Book of
Revelations would say to
us that the way that we

defeat evil is by being will-
ing to even give up our
lives. And that kind of
love, that immense love is
what conquers evil. So it
is my hope that MJ’s love
for the Congolese people,
demonstrated in the gift of
actually giving his life,
would be the catalyst for
bringing true and lasting
peace.”
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All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:00am Sunday School

9:45 am Fellowship
10:30am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel A.M.E.
Church

711 E. 11th Street
9:45am Sunday School

1:30pm Worship

Hillcrest Community
Church - A

Foursquare Church
431 W. 12th

9:30am Cafe Connect
10:30am Worship

Iglesia Del Nazareno
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible
Church

900 Old Main
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship”

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass

10:30am Sunday Mass
6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship

11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
http://thecreationstation.

vpweb.com

701 Cafe
701 N. Main St, Newton

(316) 804-4573
www.701cafe.com

Special thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

If you would like to become a sponsor of the Newton
Area Church Directory, please contact Shannin Rettig at

shannin@harveycountynow or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Fighting without fighting: Steeped in Mennonite faith,
Sharp worked for non-violent alternatives in the Congo

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Michael “MJ” Sharp poses with his grandmother on Christmas of 2016.



He passionately ad-
dressed the crowd, telling
them that Kansas was not
a fly-over state and how
that idea offended him.
He implored people to not
focus on various reports
about how the Kansas
economy was in bad shape
and instead asked the au-
dience to look at what was
going right in Kansas. He
listed factories and corpo-
rations located in the
state—in Hutchinson,
Salina, Winfield, Wichita. 

That positive outlook
extended all the way to
the U.S. Highway 50 re-
gion, he mentioned. 

“This is the land of milk
and honey,” he said.
“That's what we're talking
about here.”

The Harvey County
Economic Development
Committee invited
Kansas Secretary of Com-
merce Antonio Soave to
address a crowd of the
economic development
community and business
members at the Meridian
Center on March 29.

Half sermon, half
stump speech, Soave did
his part to make the case
to highlight positive eco-
nomic developments in
Kansas. 

“What makes Kansas
great are the people and
the quality of life,” he
said. 

Soave was also making
a case to the crowd about
how various state eco-
nomic incentive tools were
necessary and how re-
moval of these tools, such
as Star bonds would be
harmful to the state. 

Star bonds are used by
a municipality to fund
large commercial or
tourism developments by
using the sales tax rev-
enues from the district
and surrounding area to
help finance the develop-
ment. The Kansas Legis-
lature has been working
to remove or reform Star
bonds in part because of a
disagreement with Gover-
nor Sam Brownback on
how excess revenues for a

Star bond project were
being diverted to another
project. 

“We can not allow a
moratorium on incen-
tives,” he said, adding
that Star bonds have suc-
cessfully financed various
development projects like
a tourism district in
Dodge City. He did admit
the program needed to be
reformed and would re-
quire objective oversight
by the state on the feasi-
bility of the projects. 

“It can't be an excuse to
build a strip mall,” he
said. 

On a more local aspect
he did address what the
state could do to help out
local development. 

While he said he had
not visited the Kansas Lo-
gistics Park, he said the
answer to how to help
such developments was
the same: promote them. 

“What we can do is

proactively market them
across the world,” he said.  

He also stressed the im-
portance of bringing in an
anchor tenant to an in-
dustrial park and then at-
tracting support
businesses or clusters. 

Soave said he believed
the state department of
commerce was up to the
task, despite suffering
budget cuts in recent
years. 

“We have very good peo-
ple and have been able to
do more with less,” he
said, adding that the or-
ganization had adopted
private sector strategies
to help make it more effi-
cient. 

He also said that the
Department of Commerce
would take a more active
marketing effort to get out
information and promote
Kansas. 

Soave mentioned that
the Department of Com-
merce was putting out a
magazine with informa-
tion to tell the story of the
Kansas economy that
media outlets in the state
had not been telling.

Soave reiterated that
the State of Kansas has a
lot of resources to tap, de-
spite its challenges, such
as low grain prices, low oil
prices and future water
shortages. 

“What dawns upon me
coming out here to com-
munities like this is how
wealthy we are with natu-

ral resources,” he said.
“We have an abundance of
riches. We have chal-
lenges but at the end of
the day we have a lot to
sell.”

The crowd was no
laughing matter at the
Newton Ain't No Joke food
truck rally that took place
this Saturday. 

The event drew more
people than organizers
planned, which had food
trucks running out of in-
ventory and others calling
afterward for an invite to
the next event. 

“I expected the commu-
nity to be enthusiastic
about it, but I was sur-
prised at the level of turn
out considering the
weather,” Director of the
Newton Convention and
Visitors Bureau Melody
Spurney said. “The food
truck vendors told us we
did a good job promoting
the event.”

Spurney added that the
event was something rela-
tively new to Newton,
which helped generate ex-
citement.

Despite cool and rainy
weather, crowds filled
Sixth Street next to the
train station to sample
various foods from New-
ton and Wichita. The
event also included a beer
truck.

Foods ranged from the
familiar, such as the ice
cream from Salted Cream-
ery, to the exotic, such as
chunks of raw marinated
ahi tuna on rice and veg-
etables from Noble House,
a food truck out of Wi-
chita.

An estimate of the
crowd was hard to come
by, outside of the fact that
it filled the roped off area
to capacity at times from
11 to 2 p.m.

By the end of the event,
most trucks had run out
of some or all items.

Spurney helped organ-
ize the event through the
Convention and Visitors
Bureau with Chris Young
of 701 Cafe as well Kevin
Geraci of Visvio. 

The one knock on the
event, Young said, was
there were some pretty
long lines. However, that
should be helped by addi-
tional food trucks at the
next event.

Young reported that he

received calls from seven
other food trucks by Tues-
day morning wanting to
be part of a future event. 

Young said he envi-
sioned helping organize
food truck rallies twice a
year. 

Robert Palmer of Back
Alley Pizza reported that
business for him was up
at his restaurant that day,
as did Young. 

Spurney also shared
that evaluation. 

“Other businesses
downtown told us they
had good days,” she said.
“It seems some of those
people that went to the
food truck rally didn't just
stay at the food truck
rally.”

Spurney said the rally
was useful to Newton, be-
cause it brought new faces
into town and perhaps
gave residents a reason to
stay in town on a Satur-
day. She said she saw
multiple tags of vehicles
from surrounding coun-
ties at the event. 

“Anytime that you can
add an event, particularly
something that brings
people downtown when
they might not be coming
downtown, it enhances
the environment within
our own community and
the concept there is some-
thing to do there is a rea-
son to go downtown and
there is a reason,” she
said.
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Turn in coloring pages to 
any of the 3 pick-up 

locations by  April 24th 
for judging!

Contest is open to kids from 
Kindergarten to 5th grade.
Coloring pages available at 

Mike�s Rent-to-Own (521 N. Main), 
Newton Now (706 N. Main), or 

the Chisholm Trail Outlet Mall Office 
(601 SE 36th St).  

PRIZES and TROPHIES will be awarded 
to the BEST 10 ENTRIES. 
Awards will be presented at the 

Newton Downtown Car Show on May 6th at 1:30 p.m.
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 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

Farm Insurance 
Tailored For You.

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

Hale's Sales and Service
804 SE 125th N
Sedgwick, Ks 67135

Ph# 316.772.5853
Fax 316.772.0043

www.halessalesandservice.com

Hale's Sales as Sales and Servicea
804 S

ww .halessalesandserwww

Fax 316.772.0043
Ph# 316.772.5853

Sedgwick, Ks 67135
804 SE 125th N

.comviceandser

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

MACHINERY CONSIGNMENT 

AUCTION
TURN YOUR UNUSED MACHINERY INTO $CASH$

Consign your equipment to our 
auction on Saturday, April 22, 2017 by calling

VAN SCHMIDT, AUCTIONEER
AT 620-345-6879 OR 620-367-3800

Items must be consigned by April 8, 2017 in order
to be advertised. We will be accepting items 

up until sale day. 
Auction Site:  Goessel, KS
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Open 
7 days a week.
M, W, Th, F, Sat 

10am-5pm.
Tue 10am-6:30pm.

Sun. 1-5pm.
Paid for by the: Jim & Barb Stucky Endowment

My Name is Tropicana!  I am the color of a 
Caribbean sunset, and I will brighten your day 
and light up your life while I make my home 
with you and your family.  We will both learn 
something here, and get to know our new 
best friend. April is Cat Crazy month here at 
Caring Hands, and you could go a long way 
toward helping me and my         friends here.

Come see us
and take one

of us home.
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Inaugural food truck rally draws big crowd
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
A crowd of hungry event-goers wait in line during the Ain’t No Joke food truck rally.

Commerce secretary gives pump-up speech to business community

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Secretary of Commerce Antonio Soave, left, poses with the Newton City Commission.

“What makes
Kansas great
are the people
and the qual-
ity of life.”

Antonio Soave

Find more news at
harveycountynow.com!



The Harvey County At-
torney's Office plans on
dropping capital murder
and three first-degree
murder charges against
Myrta Rangle. 

Rangle and Jereme Nel-
son have been held in jail
facing identical charges in
connection with the mur-
ders of Richard Prouty, 52,
Travis Street, 33, and An-
gela Graeves, 37, who
were found  killed by gun-
shots in October 2016 in
the 8600 block of North
Spring Lake Road. 

County Attorney David
Yoder said that following
an investigation of the
crime scene, including in-
terviews, forensic evidence
and video surveillance, it
became apparent to his of-
fice that no evidence tied
Rangle to the murder
scene. 

“What happened was

right after the shootings,
Jereme Nelson became a
person of interest, and we
found out he was on the
run and Rangle was run-
ning with him,” Yoder said.
“In order to try to get war-
rants out to bring them
back, I filed the same
charges against about both
of them. After a thorough
investigation, we don't
have any proof that she
conspired or planned it.”

Yoder said he has been
working with the Sedg-
wick County district attor-

ney and plans to release
Rangle into Sedgwick
County's custody.

He said he believes she
will be charged with aiding
and abetting Nelson as he
fled from custody. 

The couple fled from
Kansas to Mexico during a
manhunt, were arrested
south of the boarder extra-
dited to California and
transported to Harvey
County.

Now Nelson stands
alone accused of the mur-
ders.
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www.thecsb.com 
NMLS: 791580 

Sponsored by: 

Join us for a FREE Seminar! 

First Time Homebuyers 
Thursday, April 20, 2017  

7:00PM-8:00PM 

Meridian Center 
1420 E. Broadway, Newton, KS 

 

Seminar Includes: 

1 What do I need to buy a home? 

1 Grant Options 

1 How much house can I afford? 
 

All attendees will be entered into a drawing  
for a $100 Visa Gift Card. 

RSVP to Shelley Black at 316.283.3035 or sblack@thecsb.com 
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no appointment necessary

OPEN SAT.
TIL 5:00 PM

$79
DETAILING
STARTING 

AT
contact OUR service 

depARTMENT

Free Alignment 
& battery 

check

drive in and get a

NO CHARGE, NO APPT$1
buy 3 tires
get 
one 
for

60
NEW VEHICLE

MODELS!

140
USED VEHICLES 

IN STOCK!

kranzfamily.com
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Murder charges dropped in triple homicide case
against Rangle, Nelson stands alone with charges

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Jerome Nelson, left, and Myrta Rangle were arrested regarding the
triple homicide near Hesston.

NEWS BRIEFS

Newton High School to present
‘Lucky Stiff’ this weekend

The Newton High School Drama De-
partment will put on its production of
“Lucky Stiff,” written by Lynn Ahrens
and Stephen Flaherty.

This small-cast musical is an upbeat
musical murder-mystery farce, that will
leave the audience dying with laughter.
The show opens at 7:30 p.m. Friday,
April 7, and there also will be two addi-
tional showings, at 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
April 8, and 2:30 p.m. Sunday, April 9,
at Newton High School, 900 W. 12th
St., Newton.

The musical centers around Harry
Witherspoon, an unsuspecting shoe
salesmen who is thrown into a wild sit-
uation involving a $6 million dollar for-
tune up for grabs and a series of
mistaken identities.

Tickets are $9 for adults and $6 for

students. and are available at
www.showtixu.com, or call 316-284-
6280 (extension 2412).

Berean senior signs with WSU
Ben Herrman, a senior at Berean

Academy, will be a part of the rowing
team at Wichita State University this
fall. He is the son of Andy and Kim
Herrman of Wichita.

“We are excited to have Ben coming
into our program this fall,” said Calvin
W. Cupp, head coach of Shocker Row-
ing. “He has a solid athletic background
and the height we are looking for, but
more importantly, he has the other at-
tributes that are important to me as a
coach. He is a great team player, hard-
working, follows direction well and
loves to compete. I am looking forward
to seeing how much of an impact he will
make with our program.” 

—For Newton Now



Mary Jane Janzen sat in
her room at Kidron Bethel
Village, carefully tying a
knot in some embroidery
floss and precisely thread-
ing a needle, after finding
it where she placed it in
her lap, stuck back and
forth through one leg of
her pants.

She said if she didn't put
the needle there, it could
fall on the floor, and then
she'd never find it.

Nimble hands that have
cooked mounds of food,
wiped her children's tears,
held her husband's hand
for almost 74 years and
nurtured others for many
of her 96 years were, on
Thursday afternoon, mak-
ing embroidery stitches in
thick, cream-colored fabric
that came from India.

Throughout her life,
Janzen has had a variety
of hobbies, including em-
broidery. Hobbies can be a
positive therapy in any-
one's life, which goes along
with Janzen's secret to
having a long life.

“It's just a challenge
every day,” she said from
her room at Kidron Bethel
Village in North Newton.
“You just think of the posi-
tive things, you know.”

Living a long life might
also be in Janzen's genes,
since her mom passed
away at the age of 92.

Janzen started doing
embroidery, which incorpo-
rates a variety of stitches,
around eight decades ago.

“I've done that ever since
I was small,” she said. “I
was probably about 10
when I started. My mom
taught me years ago when
I was growing up and
somehow just made me
think I wanted to do it.”

Janzen said her mom
sewed a great deal.

“My mom was a seam-
stress,” she said. “She just
sewed and sewed.”

Her mother made hun-
dreds of quilts and lived in
a retirement home that
had a quilting area.

“She sure made use of
that,” Janzen said.

In the past year or two,
she's done it a lot more be-
cause she has more time
on her hands.

“Mainly I do tea towels,
some dresser scarves, but
mainly tea towels,” she
said.

This year, she did a set
of tea towels for the
Kansas Mennonite Relief
Sale, the proceeds of which
go to Mennonite Central
Committee.

“I sent for the fabric
from a company in Kansas
City,” she said, adding it's
a cotton fabric thicker than
muslin.

“I'm sure they dry real
well if you wanna use
them for dishes, but people
don't do that as often,” she
said.

Each of the seven tea

towels has a different de-
sign, but they're all of little
girls doing something that
has to do with home. The
little girls have their
bloomers showing, and
there's a variety of sayings
on each towel, which
rhyme. On the “fruit of the
vine” towel, a girl is eating
watermelon, and on the
“out on the line” one, a girl
is hanging laundry. Others
are “ready to dine,” “spend-
ing my dime,” “no more
grime,” and “it's 'sew' fine.”

The girls have different
colored bows in their hair.

“People embroider
around the bow, but I
wanted to make a solid
stitch,” Janzen said.

While embroidering,
Janzen uses a hoop that
goes around the area she's
working on.

“That's the way I have to
do it,” she said. “Other-
wise, I wouldn't get my
stitches in.”

For the MCC sale tea
towels, Janzen used a run-
ning stitch and French
knots.

Janzen has made sev-
eral sets of these towels.

“I made all our three
girls a set of these tea tow-
els,” she said, as well as a
daughter-in-law. “I said,
‘I'm getting pretty tired of
this pattern. I'm going to
do something else.’”

Initially, she made a set
for daughter Kay Self of
Newton.

“My other two daugh-
ters saw it, and they
wanted some, too,” Janzen
said.

Janzen likes doing em-
broidery work.

“It just helps me pass
the time,” she said. “It just

kinda grows on you. Since
I have all the time in the
world now, you know I can
just spend a lot of time
embroidering.”

She did say she doesn't
do her needle art while
watching TV because she
doesn't want to take her
eyes off the TV or her em-
broidery. She doesn't want
to make a mistake, since
the stitches are so small.

In the past, another of
her hobbies was cooking.

“I like to cook,” she said,
adding Kidron Bethel has
one day a week residents
can help make cookies. “I
did help for a while, but
that didn't seem like the
place for me.”

When she worked,
Janzen said she did all the
cooking at a public school
in Elbing, and when she
started there, she also did
all the book work, too. She
said it was pretty busy
there from 6:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m.

Another of her hobbies
is appliqué, and Janzen
has an appliqué piece she
did hung on her wall.
Janzen said a friend of
hers years ago taught her
how to do that.

In the past, Janzen
made lots of crib-size
quilts, and she helped

quilt at Koerner Heights
Church.

Janzen also said an-
other of her hobbies was
helping her late husband,
Ed Janzen, in the field
after their children were
grown, as they lived on a
farm. They lived there
until moving to Newton,
where they resided on
West Eighth Street until
moving to an apartment at
Kidron Bethel. Ed passed
away not too long ago, and
now Janzen has her own
room at Kidron.

Ed also made items for
the relief sale, which in-
cluded a great deal of fur-
niture, curios and quilt
racks. The relief sale is
Friday, April 7, and Satur-
day, April 8, at the Kansas
State Fairgrounds in
Hutchinson.
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A stitch in time
Janzen embroiders for more than eight decades
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above and Right: Mary Jane Janzen works on some embroidery.


