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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Jason Mathies refurbished this 1971 VW bus, which he named after his grandfather, Cecil. 

It's apparent family is impor-
tant to Jason Mathies, since
his whole family helped work

on at least one Volkswagen bus he
restored, and he even named it
after his grandpa, Cecil.

Cecil (the vehicle, not the
grandpa) will be one of many en-
tries in the 12th Annual Newton
Downtown Car Show on Saturday,
May 7. Thousands of folks attend
the annual event, and there's ex-
pected to be more than 350 cars.
On the night of Friday, May 6,
cars will cruise up and down Main
Street, first meeting at the high
school to drive from Sonic to

Sonic.
“I've actually got three buses,”

Mathies said. “They're all ’71s.”
That was the year Mathies was
born.

On Cecil, Mathies' wife Jill
made the curtains, son Brantlee,
22, painted it; another son Bryce,
20, helped out with assembly and
body work; and 18-year-old son
Braden assisted with some re-
assembly.

“Everybody names their Volk-
swagens for some reason,” Math-
ies said.

Cecil can sleep two adults and
two children and comes complete
with a sink, cooler, table and spice
rack, as well as a pop-up roof
where kids can sleep. 

When Mathies had Cecil at the
Park City Chill show, he won best

A Veedub
man

MATHIES TO HAVE CARS ON DISPLAY AT LOCAL SHOW

The Harvey County Economic Development
Committee (HCEDC) met for the first time since
former director Mickey Dean’s departure. 

HCEDC President Jaci Reimer said the organi-
zation is in the process of writing a job description
for the director position. She said the HCEDC ran
into a minor roadblock, however.  

“We have people on the committee up for reap-
pointment,” she said.  “We need cities to get their
reappoint-
ments
done.” 

In addi-
tion, she ex-
pressed it
would be
helpful for
cities to
maintain the same representatives for the
HCEDC during the transition period to maintain
stability within the organization. 

HCEDC board member Rod Nicholson said dur-
ing the transition, he would like to see more fre-
quent meetings and more direct supervision of
staff members through reports.  

HCEDC looks
to address
public image

BY JACKIE NELSON
THE HESSTON RECORD

� Board hopes to make economic development
more transparent for the county going forward. 

See BOARD / 8

During her 40 years working as a volunteer
with the Newton Et Cetera Shop, Lois Kreider has
weaved thousands of rugs.

The 92-year-old North Newton resident isn't
just a longtime weaving volunteer at the local
thrift shop, she was a manager and helped get the
local shop started. She managed the place from
1976 through 1990.

“I was a volunteer the whole time,” Kreider said.
“In ’90, I gave up the administration part and con-
tinued with the weaving [management] until a
couple of years ago. Then, somebody else took
over.”

The local Et Cetera Shop has had quite an im-
pact on the world, as it's donated more than $3
million since it first opened to Mennonite Central

Kreider volunteers
at Newton Et Cetra
Shop for 40 years

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
After much debate about whether the wall would collapse at 815 N. Main, it did
last week, and the Newton City Council approved it’s demolition on Friday. 

The walls crumbled down even
more than they have been as demo-
lition of the 815 N. Main building
began this week after the Newton
City Commission on Friday de-
clared a state of emergency on the
building.

In a special Newton City Commis-
sion meeting, the commission voted
unanimously to tear down the
building, which has had stones from
an outer north wall on the second

story fall onto the roof of an adja-
cent building that shares a wall
where Gina's Hair Salon and Tan-
ning Gallery are located.

Barth Hague was the only com-
missioner not at the meeting. 

On Wednesday, even more stones
fell, and Stephen Owens, owner of
the 817 N. Main building where
Gina's Hair Salon and Tanning
Gallery are located, told the com-
mission they removed 17,000
pounds of rock off the roof by hand.

“Seventeen to 18 percent of the
rock is still there,” Owens said be-

City commission approves demo
of historic 815 N. Main building 

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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Railer girls sprinters are
among the best in 
Kansas this year. 
Page 12

A night to remember:
Newton comes 

out for Prom 
Page 15



This past week, Joey
spent several days
in Kansas City for

the Kansas Press Associa-
tion Convention. 

While he had a great
time, he was pretty ex-
hausted by the time he
got home—especially
when you pair the long
drive, the hours sitting in
meetings and the fact
that we immediately at-
tended a birthday party
for a good friend right
after he pulled into town.

When we finally got
back home and he had a
chance to sleep in his own
bed for the first time in
several nights, he said,
“The only way I’m getting
up tomorrow is if some-
one comes into this house
and cooks me breakfast.”

He didn’t really mean
me, but I figured a long
weekend warranted a
nice breakfast, so I took
him up on it and woke
him up with this week’s
recipe for blackberry cob-
bler. He didn’t seem too
disappointed about hav-
ing to get out of bed for it,
and it was delicious with
a nice cup of coffee.

This comes from the
blog “Add a Pinch.” You
can find it at http://ad-
dapinch.com/blackberry-
breakfast-cobbler-recipe/.
I’m including my biscuit
dough recipe (from the
website bubblews.com,

which is no longer avail-
able online) rather than
theirs, because it has a
lot fewer ingredients, and
it’s my tried and tested
one. You can also feel free
to make this with a can of
refrigerated biscuits if
you don’t want to make
some from scratch.

Blackberry Cobbler
Ingredients
Biscuits
2 cups all-purpose flour
3 teaspoons baking

powder
1 teaspoon salt
3/4 cups milk
1/4 cup shortening

Filling
1/4 to 1/2 cup black-

berry preserves
1/2 to 1 cup fresh or

frozen blackberries
Topping
3 tablespoons melted

butter
1 tablespoon sugar
Preheat the oven to 450

degrees.
Add the biscuit ingredi-

ents to a mixing bowl and
cut in the shortening
until the dough comes to-
gether.

Dump it out on a
floured surface and knead
the dough until it’s fully
combined.

Roll out into about a
1/4 to 1/2 inch thick rec-
tangle.

Spoon out the preserves
onto the biscuit dough
and spread it out, cover-
ing the whole surface.

Evenly distribute the

blackberries over top of
the preserves (if you’re
using frozen berries, thaw
them first).

Roll up the dough from
the long side. Pinch the
loose edge to seal it a bit. 

Slice the roll into two-
inch slices and place
them sliced side up into a
buttered cast iron skillet
(my skillet is pretty big,
and I didn’t have enough
slices to fill it, so I just
crowded them all on once
side, and it worked
great).

Pour the melted butter
over top of the slices and
sprinkle with sugar.

Bake for 12-14 minutes
or until the biscuits are
nicely browned.

Serve warm.

This cobbler would also
pair well with some
vanilla ice cream, and I
think you could substi-
tute any soft fruit you
like for blackberries if
they’re not your scene.

I will have to try this
again as berries come into
season this summer.
Trust me; it’s worth get-
ting out of bed for.

Lindsey Young is the 
co-owner of Kansas 

Publishing Ventures
which publishes Newton
Now. She can be reached

at 
lindsey@clarionpaper.com
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Cobble together this recipe; you’ll be berry glad you did

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Blackberry cobbler makes a delicious breakfast or dessert.

County radio system goes online

Local city governments,
emergency services and
the county government
had a ribbon cutting
Thursday, April 21, to cel-
ebrate the first official
transmission of the Har-
vey County's 800 MHZ
radio system it recently
installed. 

The system cost the
county roughly $3.5 mil-
lion with other participat-
ing agencies buying the
650 radios on the system
throughout the county,
bringing the project to
around $5.5 million.

The county raised its
mill levy by about 2 mills
to afford the project. 

Newton Fire and EMS
Chief Mark Willis said
that with the system,
emergency services will
all be using the same
equipment and able to co-
ordinate easily with each
other. 

“This is a safety issue.
The level of protection

this will afford our per-
sonnel is considerable,”
he said. 

The system now pro-
vides 96 percent coverage
to county emergency serv-
ices. That penetration
will be helpful when
countywide emergencies
strike, similar to the wild-

fires or the Hesston
shooting recently. 

Both events made for
hangups with the pervi-
ous county radio system
and caused periods where
emergency responders
had trouble communicat-
ing. 

“Thank you to the citi-

zens of Harvey County for
making it possible,”
County Commissioner
Chip Westfall said at the
ceremony. 

The ceremony ended
when dispatch was called
through the radio, and
answered that the system
was working. 

COURTESY PHOTO
Halstead Hospital had a great reputation when it was running. The auction of the
property was cancelled.

Halstead Hospital auction
cancelled as owner pays taxes

HALSTEAD—At the
11th hour, Azzy Reckess
paid his taxes.

Harvey County Adminis-
trator John Waltner said
today the county received a
check for $678,000 to be
paid on behalf of the back
taxes of Azzy Reckess for
the 265,000-square-foot
Halstead Hospital and ad-
jacent Hertzler Clinic.

The check cleared on
Monday, meaning that he
is now up to date on his
taxes for the buildings.
This move cancels the
county's auction of the hos-
pital this weekend as a tax
foreclosure. Waltner said
the auction now would not

happen as Reckess is now
up to date.

"I just hope we're not
doing this again in three
years," Waltner said.

The hospital has sat
shuttered since 2002.

The payment adds yet
another chapter in the Hal-
stead Hospital saga.
Reckess bought the prop-
erty in 2006 and had been
in legal litigation against
the county for a number of
years about the hospital's
assessed evaluations.

At recent county com-
mission meetings, legal
representation for Reckess
asserted that Goldstar
Laboratories, a pharma-
ceutical company, wished
to buy the property.

Representatives of the
company never showed up
at any of the meetings.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Dignitaries cut a ribbon to celebrate the first transmission of Harvey County's new radio systems.

A community meeting for USD
373 planning and envisioning will

be at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday, May
4, at Krehbiel Auditorium in the
Bethel College Luyken Fine Arts
Center, 300 E. 27th St.

For more information, visit the
USD 373 Vision & Comprehensive
Planning page at
www.usd373.org.

USD 373 - Newton community meeting on May 4
FOR NEWTON NOW



There are similar
notes between Paul
Rowden's band and

his day job as owner of
Beltone Hearing Aids.

He said his business is
about helping folks. When
he gives people, say in
their 70s or 80s, the abil-
ity to hear things they
haven't heard in a long
time, he said they some-
times start crying. And
then he can get teary-
eyed himself. With his
music, he said he likes
playing with people better
than he is because that
makes him better, and
then he also enjoys play-
ing with folks who aren't
as experienced as he is, so
he can help them get bet-
ter.

“It makes you think you
did something right in
life,” Rowden said. “[…]
It's all about helping peo-
ple.”

Rowden owns several
brick-and-mortar Beltone
locations in the area, in-
cluding Newton, east and
west Wichita, Hutchin-
son, Dodge City and Gar-
den City. As a matter of
fact, Mark Bogner, who
used to be a weatherman
for Channel 3 in Wichita,
is manager of Rowden's
west Wichita location, as
well as the Hutch office.

Rowden does vocals and
lead guitar for the band
the Rowdy Boys. 

“That was my nickname
as a kid, too—Rowdy
Rowden,” Rowden said.

Other members of the
band are David Reed on
bass guitar, who used to
play for the band Asleep
at the Wheel, and Randy
Gaulding on drums. Their
steel guitar player varies
from time to time, and the
band has been together
about five years.

Rowden said the group
plays a lot of classic rock
and roll, like “Route 66,”
as well as Frank Sinatra
tunes, western swing and
big band songs.

“I've had little kids out
front dancing to the songs
because they've got great
beats to them,” Rowden
said. “You can't go wrong
with a lot of those songs.”

The band has played
numerous gigs, including
some fundraisers for Pat
Roberts and Sam Brown-
back.

Rowden also does solo
performances, such as the
senior center and Asbury

Park, both in Newton. 
“I play a lot for the re-

tirement communities,”
he said.

When he plays solo,
Rowden said he uses a lot
of fingerstyle, and he
plays a 1988 Fender,
which was made in the
United States.

“[Fingerstyle] tends to
make it sound fuller,” he
said. “[…] I use a lot of
Chet Atkins.”

Rowden also mixes his
music with his day job,
sometimes singing the
birthday song to a cus-
tomer for his or her birth-
day, and since he keeps a
couple of acoustic guitars
at work, he'll sometimes
play with customers. Row-
den has had his Newton
location in the Old Mill
since September 2015,
and he's had Beltone
since 2005, which was a
switch in careers.

Way before that, how-
ever, Rowden started gui-
tar at the age of 14, and
by the age of 16, he was
performing six nights a
week in Missouri night-
clubs.

“They were your typical
hard-nosed night clubs,”
he said. “I was way too
young to be in those night
clubs.”

He did that until he
was 19 or so and then was
drafted into the Army,
adding he volunteered for
Korea and Vietnam twice.
While in the Army, he

had to memorize all of the
aircraft in the world, he
said.

“So we had to know
what to leave in the sky
and what to remove if
need be,” he said, adding
he didn't fly at the time.

Now, in addition to
owning Beltone, he's a
pilot.

Now, his music interest
has taken flight, since he
“quit music for 32 years,”
he said.

At one point, Rowden
said he ran into an 85-
year-old man in a barber-
shop in Wichita, and they
got to talking about
music. The man was a for-
mer Wichita sheriff and
had backed up Frank
Sinatra, and Rowden told
him he backed up Little
Jimmy Dickens, perform-
ing at the Wheeling West
Virginia Jamboree, which
was like the Grand Ole
Opry. He's also performed
with one of the original
Dixie Chicks, Robin Macy. 

Rowden said he's self-
taught on the guitar and
doesn't read music.

“I don't read songs,” he
said. “They're memo-
rized.”

Rowden also believes
people are given different
talents.

“God gives people cer-
tain gifts,” he said. “Some
can cook unbelievably;
some can do surgery. […]
I look at music as exactly
that—it's a gift.”
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Unique Tropical Plants 
and Geraniums. 

 Annuals, Perennials, Vegetables, 
and other Garden Essentials

Newton 
2311 Edgemore

North Newton, Kansas
316-283-7093

Hours:
Mon-Sat 9am -6pm

Sun. 1 pm -5pm

Hutchinson
209 S. Valley Pride Rd.
Hutchinson, Kansas
620-662-5591

Mennonite
Bakery

Fresh Baked Bread
Cinnamon Rolls

Jalepeno Cheddar Bread

Helping others: Rowden a member of the Rowdy Boys

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Paul Rowden plays his 1988 model Fender Monday afternoon at his Newton Beltone office in the Old
Mill. LEFT: “I've had little kids out front dancing to the songs because they've got great beats to them. You
can't go wrong with a lot of those songs,” Paul Rowden says.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

New high school principal hire withdraws from position

The Newton High School principal
search will continue. 

At its last meeting, the Newton School
Board approved in its consent agenda
hiring Todd Wiedemann to replace out-
going principal Roger Erickson.

As of Tuesday morning, Wiedemann,
who works for the Kansas Multi Tier
System, informed superintendent Deb
Hamm that he was withdrawing from

the position. 
Hamm said he withdrew his name for

personal reasons. 
Hamm declined to give more details. 
She said hiring offers are made pend-

ing a background check with the school
district, and it has no reason to believe
that the background check would have
came up negative. 

Kansas Multi Tier System of Support
provides training and education for staff
in school districts “across Kansas in
order to improve academic achievement
for all students,” according to the organi-
zation.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Sister publication named best small weekly paper

For the third straight
year, Newton Now's sister
paper, The Clarion news-
paper was honored as the
best small weekly news-
paper in Kansas after the
Kansas Press Association
Annual Convention and
Award Ceremony. 

The Clarion, which
serves west Sedgwick
County, won 20-total
awards and was awarded

the Editorial Sweepstakes
Award, which the KPA
gives to the best paper in
each circulation category. 

Publisher Joey Young
and Newton Now Manag-
ing Editor Adam Strunk
were on hand to collect
the awards. Strunk left
The Clarion to run New-
ton Now in July. He,
along with Fred Solis and
Lindsey Young, ac-
counted for most of the
awards. 

"We have a very tal-
ented group of people
who work for this news-
paper," Joey Young said.
"I am very proud of our
team and think that the
state can expect to hear
more and more from our
little newspaper."

Newton Now will be
entered into the contest
next year as it was not el-
igible this year, and the
staff hopes for similar re-
sults.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

Four Chisholm Middle
School seventh graders
who were invited to take
the ACT or SAT College
Entrance Exam as part of
the Duke Talent Identifica-
tion Program have been
recognized for their high
scores on these “above
grade level” tests.

Duke hosts an annual
recognition ceremony at
The University of Kansas
to honor the Kansas sev-
enth graders who score
highest on these exams.
This year’s ceremony at

KU will be on May 22 at
the Lied Center in
Lawrence. Chisholm sev-
enth graders invited to at-
tend include Jakob Graber,
Elise Jantz, Jordan Mon-
aghen and Alfred Montano.

The opportunity to take
an “above grade level” test
is one of many benefits
Duke TIP provides its sev-
enth-grade participants.
Through a variety of en-
richment materials, special
publications and optional
educational programs, stu-
dents enrolled in Duke’s
7th Grade Talent Search
identify and understand

their academic strengths,
develop their abilities and
interests, and celebrate
their achievements.  

“As seventh graders,
these students have
achieved scores on the ACT
or SAT rivaling those of
half of college-bound sen-
iors who took the tests. We
are extremely proud of our
honorees, and we appreci-
ate the opportunity to cele-
brate their achievement
and encourage them to-
ward their academic poten-
tial,” said Martha Putallaz,
Ph.D., executive director of
Duke TIP.

Chisholm Middle School students receive honors
FOR NEWTON NOW
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Heart to Heart: Young ladies post
gingerbread people in local window

Members of a
mother/daughter
group put 102

paper gingerbread girls
and 40 paper gingerbread
boys Friday night in the
window of Heart to Heart
Child Advocacy Centers
in downtown Newton.

The gender and num-
ber of the gingerbread
people show how many
children Heart to Heart
helped in a 12-month
span, said Executive Di-
rector Kerry Grosch,
adding April is Child
Abuse Prevention Month.

Heart to Heart is “dedi-
cated to effectively and
efficiently serve child vic-
tims of abuse and assist
local communities in re-
sponding to allegations of
child abuse.”

Heart to Heart serves
people in Harvey,
McPherson and Marion
counties.

“All year could be Child
Abuse Awareness, be-
cause those things aren't
limited to one time a
year,” Harvey County At-
torney David Yoder said
before the youth and he
put the gingerbread peo-
ple in the windows. “We
need agencies like this
that can be a shelter and
a reason for children to
talk about what hap-
pened to them […] and
get it stopped.”

Grosch said Yoder
works with all of the chil-
dren who go through
Heart to Heart. 

“We called the project
‘Gingerbread with a
Heart,’” said Des

Martens, youth projects
coordinator with Mirror
Inc. “[…] The group that
took on the project is a
mom/daughter group
from Berean Academy.
Many of the girls live in
Newton and wanted to do
something for their com-
munity.”

This group completed
the project through
Youth as Resources, a
program that allocates
small grants to people
ages 5 through 21 to do
service-learning projects
through Mirror Inc., re-
ceiving funding through
the Newton Substance
Abuse Board and Harvey
County United Way.

“The philosophy behind
it is youth are a valuable
community resource,”
Martens said. “And when
given the opportunity,
they rise to the occasion.”

Martens said Grosch
contacted her about get-

ting awareness out re-
garding how many people
Heart to Heart has
served.

“Part of bonding youth
to community [a tested
and effective prevention
strategy] is giving them
opportunity, skills and
recognition, according to
the Social Development
Strategy of the CTC,”
Martens wrote in an e-
mail.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Youth from a mother/daughter group at Berean Academy in Elbing are sil-
houetted against the evening light. RIGHT: Harley Helsel, left, and Alexa Timken,
right, put up gingerbread people Friday night in the window of Heart to Heart in
downtown Newton. BELOW: Also putting up gingerbread folk are Mackenzie
Martens, left, and Harvey County Attorney David Yoder. 
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Donald
“Don”-“Doc”
Schommer
died on Sun-
day, April 10,
2016, at his
home in
Sedgwick.
Don was born
on May 18,
1938, in
Great Bend to Mathias
John and Alice Sarah
(Klee) Schommer. Don
was married and lived
with his wife, Virginia
“Kay” (Allison) Schommer
until his death.

Don was a very athletic
man; playing varied
sports and an avid fan of
Notre Dame. He worked
forty nine years in the X-
Ray Tech Department
where he was the Chief X-
Ray Technician for many
years. At work he was
called “Doc” and known
for his humble, thoughtful
manner and great sense
of humor. He deeply loved
and admired his grand-
children and attended
their events to support
and love them.

He is survived by his
wife: Virginia Kay Schom-
mer; children: Michael J.
Schommer and Tammy
Swift; Dawn and Chris

Wedel, Patti
Tunnell;
brother: Matt
Schommer; sis-
ter: Mary Kath-
leen Polzin and
grandchildren:
Stephanie
Swift, Tyler
Wedel, Caitlyn
Wedel, Jacey

Wedel, Connor Schom-
mer: numerous nieces and
nephews and grand dogs:
Otis and Milo.

He was preceded in
death by his parents:
Mathias and Alice Sarah
Schommer; sister, Rita
Schommer Jackson; half-
sisters: Anna Marie Hitz
and Gertrude Zimmer-
man; brothers: James,
Ronald, Charles and John
Walter Schommer; and a
newborn child: Mary
Frances Schommer.

The Mass of the Resur-
rection was on Tuesday,
April 19, at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church of New-
ton. A visitation/Rosary
was on Monday, April 18,
at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton.

A memorial has been
established for St. Mary’s
Catholic School, 106 E.
Eighth St., Newton, KS
67114.

DONALD SCHOMMER
Sylvia

Grosch, 77,
died on Mon-
day, April 11,
2016, at
Newton Med-
ical Center.

Sylvia was
born on July
25, 1938, to
Wesley and
Thelma (Weathers) Klau-
man in Morehead.

She married Billy
Ward Grosch on Sept. 23,
1960. in Newton. They
were married 55 years
before her passing.

She was a hard-work-
ing mother who loved
and took care of her
grandchildren. When her
health was good, she and
Billy would go camping
and take trips to South
Dakota to visit family,

Sylvia is survived by
her husband: Billy Ward;
children Daniel J. Mc-
Dowell and wife Cindy,
Dennis McDowell and his
wife Gail, Robert D.
Grosch and wife,
DeeAnn, Darrell Grosch
and wife, Robin, and Bil-
lie Jo Dore and husband

David; brothers
Leslie Klauman
and Elton
Klauman; sis-
ter Evelyn
Horn; nine
grandchildren;
and seven
great-grand-
children.

She was pre-
ceded in death by her
mother and father: Wes-
ley Klauman and Thelma
Weathers.

Funeral service was on
Monday, April 18, at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home
Chapel.

A graveside committal
followed the service at
Restlawn Gardens of
Memory. Memorials may
be made out to Caring
Hands Humane Society
of Newton or Cancer
Center of Kansas.

Sylvia had struggled
with cancer and emphy-
sema for many years
prior to the time of her
death. She will be re-
membered for being a
hard working mother
and her love and care for
her grandchildren.

SYLVIA GROSCH

Former Kansas Chris-
tian Home CEO Richard
Lance, 85, Overland
Park, passed away
Thursday, April 21,
2016. Rick was born
June 19, 1930, in Pitts-
burg, son of Robert
Arthur and Waymith
Lenor (Vermette) Lance.
He graduated, as class
president, of Pittsburg
High School in 1948. He
graduated from The Uni-
versity of Kansas, presi-
dent of Sigma Alpha
Epsilon fraternity, in
1952. 

While at The Univer-
sity of Kansas, Rick met
his wife, Janice, whom
he was married to for 63
years. He received a
master's degree from
George Washington Uni-
versity in 1965. 

After 23 years in the
Strategic Air Command,
Rick retired as a colonel
in the Air Force.

In Newton, Lance
worked at KCH in the
1980s, and the complex

has a street, Lance
Drive, named for him.
He was a member of the
Axtell Hospital Centen-
nial Board of Trustees in
1987 when Axtell and
Bethel Hospitals estab-
lished Newton Medical
Center. 

He had a second ca-
reer with the Christian
Church (Disciples of
Christ), retiring as the
National Benevolent As-
sociation president in
1996. 

He had 20 happy years
of retirement enjoying
his children and grand-
children and special
time in Texas with his
friends and church.

He is survived by his
wife Janice (McFarland)
Lance; daughters Susan
Hendrix, Melissa Meng
and Jana Sekulich; sis-
ter Connie Uphaus;
grandchildren Ryan,
Lauren, Caitlin, Tessa,
Lance, Ava, Cole and
Elsa; and extended fam-
ily and friends.

RICHARD LANCE

JoAnn Brown was
born on Sept. 3, 1947, in
Hoisington. She died
April 11, 2016, at
Schowalter Villa in Hes-
ston.

She was a member of
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church in New-
ton, as well as a member
of the VFW Auxiliary in
Newton. 

She was preceded in
death by husband, Lloyd
Brown; parents Adolph
and Mary Gerritzen; a
sister Mary Kaiser; and
a brother Jerome Ger-

ritzen. She also is sur-
vived by a sister, Evelyn
Hammerschmidt of Hois-
ington; a brother, Robert
Gerritzen (Erma), also of
Hoisington; and a sister,
Teresa Gerritzen of
Hays, as well as four
nieces and two nephews. 

A celebration of her
life was on Thursday,
April 14, at the VFW.

Memorials can be
given to St. Jude’s Chil-
dren Research Hospital.

Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton was in
charge of arrangements.

JOANN BROWN

Dorothy H.
Smith, 84,
died Wednes-
day, April 20,
2016 at
Schowalter
Villa in Hes-
ston. 

She was
born Aug. 18,
1931, in Poteau, Okla., to
Robert and Neva (Doyle)
Smith. She married Don-
ald Smith on Jan. 5,
1950, and he preceded
her in death. Dorothy at-
tended First Church of
God in Newton and re-
tired from Rockwell In-
ternational in Newport
Beach, Calif. She worked
on many projects at
Rockwell including the
Voyager Spacecraft.
Dorothy enjoyed sewing
and quilting, and was
known for her sewing
perfection carried over
from her work. She also
enjoyed playing cards,
especially Skip-Bo and a
marble game call Wahoo.
She could be found relax-
ing tending her flowers
and gardens. Dorothy
had a way with children
and enjoyed their com-
pany. Her family was the

most impor-
tant to her,
and she
greatly looked
forward to
spending time
with her loving
family and
many friends.

She is sur-
vived by her daughters:
Wanda Twomey and her
husband James of Park
City, and Brenda Damon
of Garden City, Idaho;
one son Alan Smith of
Hesston; eight grandchil-
dren; and five great-
grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her parents,
husband, granddaughter
Stephanie, son-in-law
David Damon, and sev-
eral brothers and sisters.

Funeral service was at
1 p.m., Monday, April 25,
at Petersen Funeral
Home Chapel in Newton
with Pastor Clint McB-
room presiding. Burial
was in the Greenwood
Cemetery Newton.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Good Shepherd
Hospice or Schowalter
Villa in care of Petersen
Funeral Home.

DOROTHY SMITH

Arturo Gloria Ponce,
42, died Wednesday,
April 18, 2016, at Via
Christi Regional Medical
Center-St. Francis cam-
pus in Wichita.

He was born on Sept.
4, 1973, in Juan Aldama,
Zacatecas, Mexico.

He had worked as a
butcher for Krehbiel Spe-
cialty Meats in McPher-
son for several years
until becoming disabled.

Survivors include his
daughter Jennifer
Gutiererez; mother
Maria de Jesus Gloria;
father Andres Gloria;
brothers Gustavo, In-

dalecia, Roberto, Jacobo,
Eleanzar and Andres
Gloria; and nephews
Gustavo A., Daniel,
Caleb J., Jeremias, and
Cecilia I. Gloria.

Services were at 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 23, at
the Kingdom Hall of Je-
hovah’s Witnesses, 6007
E. 29th in Wichita.

Graveside services and
interment were at 3:30
p.m. Sunday, April 24, at
the Mound Township
Cemetery in
Moundridge.

Arrangements were by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.

ARTURO PONCE

Darrell L. Bybee, 62, died Sunday, April 24, 2016,
at Asbury Park Greenhouse.

Services will be at 2 p.m. Thursday, May 5, at First
Baptist Church, 200 W. Sixth St. in Newton. Broad-
way Colonial Funeral Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.

DARRELL BYBEE

Ricardo “Richard”
Aranda, 74, died
Wednesday, April 20,
2016, at The Robert J.
Dole V.A. Hospice Center
in Wichita. He was born
July 9, 1941, in El Paso,
Texas, to Esteban and
Maria (Lucero) Aranda.
He married Jessie Si-
fuentez, and she survives
of the home. He served
his country in the armed
forces during Vietnam.

Richard attended Our
Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church in New-
ton. He was a retired mo-
bile home salesman.
Richard greatly enjoyed
spending time golfing
and shared his knowl-
edge of golf with his fam-
ily. Family was very
important to Richard,
and he looked forward to
spending time with his
loving family and many
friends.

He is survived by his
wife Jessie of the home;
three daughters: Victoria
Frydman and her hus-

band Steve of Hunting-
ton Beach, Calif., Laura
Aranda and her husband
Michael Weir of Chicago
and Susana Valdes and
her husband Gabriel of
Flagstaff, Ariz.; one son,
Damian Aranda of Hunt-
ington Beach, Calif.; one
brother Robert Aranda
and his wife Josie of El
Paso, Texas, and one sis-
ter Gloria Real y
Vasquez and her hus-
band George of Rowlette,
Texas.  He also is sur-
vived by 11 grandchil-
dren and two
great-grandchildren.

Funeral Mass was at
10 a.m. Monday, April
25, at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic
Church with the Rev.
Juan Garza, celebrant.
Burial was in St. Mary’s
Cemetery Newton with
military honors.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic
Church in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.

RICARDO ARANDA

NORTH
NEWTON—
Elsie Ruth
Wiebe Epp,
87, died on
Saturday,
April 23,
2016, at the
Harry Hynes
Memorial
Hospice of Via Christi
Regional Medical Center-
St. Francis Campus in
Wichita.

She was born on Feb.
1, 1929, in Newton, the
daughter of Henry B.
and Katie Enz Wiebe.
The family moved to
Idaho when she was 1
year old.

Elsie graduated from
Aberdeen, Idaho, High
School and Grace Bible
Institute in Omaha, Neb.
She also attended Bethel
College in North Newton,
Idaho State University,
Pocatello, Idaho, and
later taught school four
years.

She married Willard A.
Epp on Aug. 31, 1958, in
Aberdeen, Idaho. 

In 1980, Elsie took
training for being a li-
censed practical nurse at
Freeman Jr. College,
Freeman, S.D. She
worked as an LP. for
three years in Freeman,
10 months in Whitewa-
ter, and eight and half
years at Kansas Chris-
tian Home in Newton.
She retired from nursing
in 1995.

Survivors include her
husband Willard; sons
Donald Epp of Halstead,
Stan Epp and wife Es-
ther of Newton, and

Bryan Epp and
wife Janell of
Hesston;
daughters
Roselyn Parks
of Nixa, Mo.,
Naomi Engle
and husband
Jess of
Wauseon,

Ohio, and Rachel Win-
ters and husband David
of Tulsa, Okla.; 20 grand-
children; and three
great-grandchildren.

Elsie was preceded in
death by her parents;
and eight siblings, Wal-
ter Wiebe, Karl Wiebe,
Henry Wiebe, and twins
Jacob and Katie Wiebe,
who died in infancy,
Willard Wiebe, Esther
Becker and Florence
Nickel.

Friends may call from
2 to 6 p.m. Sunday, May
1, at Broadway Colonial
Funeral Home, where
the family will receive
friends between 2 and
4pm.

Memorial services will
be at 11 a.m. Monday,
May 2, 2016, at the First
Mennonite Church in
Newton.

A memorial has been
established with the
Wycliffe Bible Transla-
tors, contributions may
be sent
to Broadway Colonial
Funeral Home, 120 E.
Broadway, Newton, KS
67114.

Condolences may be
left at www.broadway-
colonialfh.com. Arrange-
ments are
by Broadway Colonial
Funeral Home, Newton.

ELSIE RUTH WIEBE EPP

Friday, April 29
8 a.m.—NHS boys golf at Hutchinson Invitational.

Carey Park, Hutchinson.
4 and 6 p.m.—NHS baseball/softball at Hutchinson.

Hobart-Detter Field (baseball), Fun Valley Complex
(softball)

4 p.m. —NHS girls swimming at Great Bend Invita-
tional. Great Bend High School.

5 to 8 p.m.—Apple Blossom Festival, Presbyterian
Manor lawn, 1200 E. Seventh St. The cost is $8 for
adults or $9 at the door, and the kids' meal pack is $4 or
$5 at the door. Drive-through is available. Tickets are
available at Presbyterian Manor and Midland National
Bank.

6:30 p.m.—Alcoholics Anonymous meeting, St.
Matthew's Episcopal Church, 2001 Windsor Drive in
Newton. The group also meets at the same time and lo-
cation Sundays.

6:30 p.m.—NHS girls soccer at Salina South. District
Stadium, Salina.

7 p.m.—Bethel College Wind Ensemble featuring
guest conductor Don Kehrberg, Bethel College, Memo-
rial Hall. Open reception for Kehrberg following the con-
cert at Mantz Library lounge.

Saturday, April 30
3 p.m. —Teen Smoothie Cube Competition, Newton

Public Library

Sunday, May 1
Sign Up for Summer Reading. Enrollment for Sum-

mer Reading begins. Some programs require registra-
tion and have limited space. Summer reading programs
begin June 1. Newton Public Library

Monday, May 2
9 a.m.—Board of Harvey County Commissioners,

Harvey County Courthouse
4-5:30 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Make pom-

pom pens. Bring NPL card to use laptops. Play games
with friends. Newton Public Library.

10 a.m.—NHS boys tennis at AVCTL League Tourna-
ment. Fairgrounds Tennis Complex, Hutchinson

Tuesday, May 3
8 a.m.—NHS boys golf at (36-hole) 135 Shootout. Hes-

ston Golf Park, Hesston and Turkey Creek, McPherson
3:30 p.m.—NHS girls swimming at Derby Invita-

tional. Derby Recreation Center
4 and 6 p.m.—NHS softball vs. Salina Central. Ath-

letic Park, Newton
6:30 p.m.—NHS girls soccer vs. Derby. Fischer Field,

Newton
6:45 p.m.—Learn, Share, Discuss Linux, Etc: Newton

Linux User’s Group will meet to share information and
applications. Newton Public Library

Wednesday, May 4
7 to 8:30 p.m.—Engineering Design and Development

Project Showcase, Newton High School in the office cor-
ridor

9:30 a.m.—Community meeting for USD 373 Plan-
ning and Envisioning, Bethel College Fine Arts Center,
Krehbiel Auditorium

5 p.m. —Mystery Lovers Book Discussion. Read and
discuss “Rebecca” by Daphne Du Maurier. Newton Pub-
lic Library.

Thursday, May 5

3 p.m.—NHS boys golf at Winfield Invitational, Win-
field Country Club

4 p.m.—NHS girls swimming at Newton Invitational.
Newton High School

6 to 8 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Make pom-
pom pens. Bring NPL card to use laptops. Play games
with friends. Newton Public Library.

7:15 p.m.—NHS girls soccer at Salina Central. Dis-
trict Stadium, Salina

Friday, May 6
3:30 p.m.—NHS track and field at Derby Invitational.

Panther Stadium, Derby
4 and 6 p.m.—NHS baseball/softball vs. Maize. Cen-

tennial Park (baseball) and Athletic Park (softball)

Do you have an event you'd like listed in the
Community Calendar? If so, contact Mike Mendez
at 316-281-7899 or mike@harveycountynow.com.
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Our search for good barbe-
cue in Overland Park
nearly ended before it had

begun. 
Stereotypes of Johnson County

don't inspire hope for a good rib
joint.

Good barbecue is usually forged
and served in a shack or a historic
building or in a train caboose as
you'll find in Hillsdale, Kan.

Yet we had heard a place ex-
isted in Overland Park, so Joey
and I set out to see if the tales
were true. 

We were up in the area for the
Kansas Press Convention and as
we left our hotel and made for
Joey's car, he let out a string of
words normally reserved for Tues-
day production night. 

His tire was almost flat.
I—I will admit—advocated for

calling the adventure off. I fore-
saw the future, with me stuck in
some waiting room as Joey had
his tire fixed. 

Yet Joey dragged me along and
insisted on finding a local busi-
ness to change his tire. 

He eventually settled for a
chain to get the work done, as we
were in Johnson County, where
most local businesses have ceased
to exist. 

Upon seeing the tire, an em-
ployee of the chain, a dude with a
goatee, told us of a federal regula-
tion mandating he sell us a new
tire. 

Knowing that to be traditional
B.S., we told him to just fix the
leak, to which he obliged. 

Joey was proud of identifying
the B.S., up-selling attempt, so
proud he let himself be up-sold on
an oil change.

Goatee dude told us an hour. 
We decided to make the best of

our situation and walk to get
something to eat. Upon searching
his phone for a decent restaurant,
we noticed our barbecue joint was
only three quarters of a mile

away. 
A miracle. 
So began our trek across the

golden ghetto, dodging lawn clip-
pings, landscaping crews, and the
various Audis and Lexuses—
Lexii?—that populate its streets. 

You want a metaphor of this
country’s growing wealth inequal-
ity? Spend time anywhere else in
Kansas and then go to Overland
Park. There's a bank on every cor-
ner, three cars in every garage
and a non-GMO, farm-raised, an-
tibiotic, hormone-free chicken in
ever pot—the kind of chicken we
always ate on the farm but back
when it was just rustic and not
chic. It's a whole other state.

As I was walking around, I
started singing “Tiny Boxes” to
myself, which then transitioned to
some Woody Guthrie songs they
don't teach you in school.

Regardless, we finally ap-
proached our barbecue destina-
tion after passing a large piece of
metal plates welded together and
painted blue in some sort of geo-
metric design. 

The art installation was truly a
study in impressionism and
rather large tax bases. 

The shiny new glass building of
a barbecue restaurant rose before
me. I was skeptical. It looked
clean, not a hallmark of good bar-
becue. 

But we noticed dollar beer cans
on the menu, and upon dining

and drinking were forced to admit
that the place does make really
good food, even if it is a chain. We
found out that PB and J, the
same group who owned YaYa's
decided to try a one-off barbecue
joint, and the location represents
what it came up with. I'd say
worth a bit of a walk but not like
a five-mile trek or anything. 

Goatee dude was taking a while
with the car, so we sat out on the
restaurant’s patio and our happy
little group of cans grew. With the
nice weather, we were ready to
admit Johnson County wasn't all
bad. 

We made our walk back, found
our tire filled, paid our bill and
left.

Upon reaching the hotel, Joey
looked at his tire and let out a
string of words he only uses when
his computer crashes.

The tire had gone flat on our
drive. 

A person from the chain came
out and informed Joey that they
had fixed the tire, and it must
have hit something and went flat
during the two-mile drive back. 

Joey then tried to remove the
tire to put on the spare and no-
ticed the tire wouldn't come off
and had rusted on the wheel,
meaning it had never been re-
moved to begin with. 

He never did go back to goatee
dude to complain. He was sched-
uled to give a presentation at the
convention and didn't have time.
He said he was sweating with
rage.

I took his word for it as I was
gone at this point up to the room
to nap a glorious barbecue nap,
look out over the rows of sprawl
and to ruminate upon the superfi-
cial nature of the world.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor at Newton Now. He can be

reached at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Chain barbecue OK, chain tires not so much
Columns

Editorial
City needed to take action

on the 815 building

When I was a junior in high
school, I attended prom
with my high school

boyfriend, Chuck, whom my friend
Kathy Twiss used to call Chunk. I
think by that point, the magic was
gone from the relationship. It's
hard to remember all those many
years ago.

I recall I made my own prom
dress out of a blue knit fabric. That
was kinda fun. I used to sew my
own clothes when I was a wee lass,
but that's been replaced by quilt-
ing. Also, I have a much lumpier
body now, so it's harder to fit
clothes on me. Besides, I don't want
to sew something that takes for-
ever when I can run down to Et.
Cetera and buy a $3 pair of pants.

So, I've been to more proms than
most people, with my career. That's
one of the “perks” of community
journalism. I went to my oldest
son's prom, and he didn't seem to
mind me being there. I also at-
tended the prom my middle son
went to with his girlfriend when he
was in college and she still was in
high school. My sons looked quite
dapper in their tuxes. I don't recall
attending my youngest son's prom.
He probably didn't want me to go.

I went to the proms as a photog-
rapher, taking lots of photos for the
newspaper. I used to ask the DJ to
play heavy metal from a certain
band, but he never would. He just
wanted to play dance music. Oh
well.

I've gone to proms when I
worked at the Augusta Daily
Gazette and then that other paper
in town. And, this past Saturday
night, Wendy got to go to prom
again.

In Newton, I enjoy seeing all the
happy people, taking photos of

their kids and the smiling youth
getting out of different kinds of ve-
hicles. I think one year, some kids
arrived in a helicopter. I'm still
waiting to see if anyone steps out of
a Batmobile. That would be the
coolest.

At NHS, it's a big deal how cou-
ples arrive at prom. Many of the
kids get creative. This year, the one
that left the biggest impression on
me was Jaiden Ochoa and Zach
Roberson, who arrived with a porch
swing affixed to a bucket on a trac-
tor. They just sat there, smiling
peacefully, as the tractor rolled up
to where they got out.

After a while, I was allowed in-
side “the belly of the beast,” other-
wise known as prom. Most of the
students danced. From what I've
noticed, usually the girls will get
up and dance with each other, and
then the reluctant boys will join
them later.

At one point, a cool rave-life at-
mosphere ensued with kids form-
ing a huge, packed circle with a few
of them in the middle. They all
raised their hands in the air jump-
ing up and down. It was fun. There
was a lot of teen energy there, di-
rected in a positive way.

I'm not sure why I like taking

photos of prom. Maybe it's just be-
cause I like to snap moments of
kids' lives when they're just enjoy-
ing themselves, and hopefully not
worrying, as they dance, too much
about homework or how they look
or what time they have to be home.
There were so many smiles there.

It's a place few adults are let
into, that fun of youth on the dance
floor before they enter college or
get jobs, have mortgages and kids,
get married, come out of the closet
or whatever. It's just before they
start getting weighed down by
adulthood.

Prom, for me Saturday night
however, wasn't without its prob-
lems. The flash on my camera was-
n't working very well because I
didn't have the battery juiced up
enough, so I sent my oldest son a
text to see if he could bring me a
camera with a flash that works.
But, as I was sending the message,
my phone died. So, what to do? I
was in a pretty much dark room
with crazy strobe lights, spotlights,
and green and blue lighting illumi-
nating the crowd. I just did what I
usually do when things go awry. I
work with what I have. And I
prayed.

(Warning: This might get a little
technical here.) I found my flash
worked if I used a high ISO of 1250
and a very slow shutter speed of
around sixth of a second. I actually
was able to get some shots that
way. That was a miracle. So, I had
fun at prom and had a nice miracle.
It was a good night. Things are
never bad when miracles happen.

Wendy Nugent is the features edi-
tor of Newton Now. She can be

reached at wendy@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Wendy goes to prom for the millionth time

The situation of the 815 building is best compared to
that of a rotting tooth an insurance company refuses
to pay to be removed. Repairing it costs money. Yank-
ing it also costs money. So one avoids the problem,
leaves it alone until the gumline gets infected and
after damaging another tooth, it gets pulled. 

Like a mouth, now Newton's downtown has a gap in
its smile.

The 815 building had been falling apart for a long
time. But it took a large section of its wall collapsing
on a nearby building and severely damaging that roof
before the city made its determination to tear the
building down. 

Newton taxpayers likely will end up paying around
$60,000 to tear down the property. The city does not
believe it will recoup the cost from the property's own-
ers, though it will try. 

And there's no way around saying this, the city of-
fice and past and present city commissions do not
come out of the situation looking rosy. Such things are
easy to say after the fact.

The story of the building's demise and the attempt
by tenants and the owner of the adjacent building to
get something done about it, has been in the regional
and local news recently.

The building's owner Stephen Owens, as well as
Gina Corrigan, who rents his building for her hair and
tanning salon, both have been vocal in calling for the
city to take care of the problem. 

Rocks damaged their roof. Corrigan had to close
part of her business because of safety concerns, and 

outside of buying the nearby building and fixing it
or destroying it himself, Owens had no other outlet to
solve the problem, but to be vocal. 

Owens kept saying if the city didn't do something
the building was going to fall down on his roof and se-
verely damage his building. Owens claimed he's been
beating the same drum for years. 

The city almost made a decision to do something
about the building, before what looked like a private
solution appeared, and the decision was delayed an-
other two weeks. 

Then a massive chunk of wall came down upon
Owens' roof.

Now Owens is left with a really expensive “I-told-
you-so” opportunity. It's good he has insurance but un-
fortunate to see the problem progressed so far without
a solution. 

The city commission received a lot of pressure from
constituents on this issue, and in that sense, there
was no way to make everyone happy. 

Many wanted it to spend money on the problem and
fix it. 

But commission member Leroy Koehn repeatedly
discussed receiving pressure from residents not to
spend money on the building. Budgets are a huge con-
cern locally, with added pressure from the state and a
looming property tax cap. 

Had the city bought it and rehabbed it, some folks
would have complained about the waste. Had the city
bought it before it collapsed and tore it down, some
folks would have viewed the move as unnecessary. 

And as the city waited for it to start falling before
doing anything, it will now get a bit of blame for its
own inaction.

This situation spurs a discussion, of what philosoph-
ically is the role of city government. 

The building was a private property. The city had no
legal requirements to do anything on it. Even now the
city wouldn't have to spend the money to tear it down. 

But it finally has decided to. 
At the end of the story, it is just for the city to re-

move the building. 
We all, living in a free society, make a social con-

tract with our governments, giving up a certain
amount of liberty in exchange for certain services, and
protections. One of those protections we assume would
be to operate a business legally within the city with-
out the threat of nearby buildings collapsing on you. 

We pay property taxes to the city. If we don't pay
these taxes, the city can take our property. We have
code inspections from the city. If the city doesn't OK
those inspections, we don't get building permits or
construction can be shut down. If we commit a crime,
the city can go on our property to arrest us. All of
these rules protect our property and our safety.

While we like to see that government be as hands-
off as possible, there comes a time where the cost and
buck has to stop somewhere. No one else wanted to or
could step up. For the safety of residents, taxpayers
and the appearance of the downtown, the city needed
to take action. 

We either agree with that or we shrug our shoulders
and let one building collapse on another and just sit
there in our downtown.

And while some people might suggest that, in the
same situation, most would be asking the city for help
if someone else's property was destroying theirs, and
they had no other means of solving the problem. 

It's good something will finally be done about the
815 building. It's just unfortunate that action didn't
come six months ago, or two years ago, or 10 years
ago.  

We've said this before, but this entire story serves
as a lesson on the dangers of kicking the can, or stone,
down the road. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

WENDY’S WORDS

WENDY NUGENT

Say what?

Growing old is
mandatory,
but growing
up is 
optional.

Walt Disney

CARTOON BY AMY SMARSH-JOHNSON/NEWTON NOW
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“I, who have no sisters or broth-
ers, look with some degree of inno-
cent envy on those who may be
said to be born to friends.” —
James Boswell

When it comes to holidays,
while I do my best to keep
the reasons for seasons in

mind, I admit I’m a prime target
for commercialization.

I’m that person who is excited to
see Christmas decorations filling
the store aisles in October, and I
dive into those day-after-Thanks -
giving-sale flyers.

I stock up on Cadbury eggs at
Easter, and my dog’s pen glows
with red, white and blue string
lights on the Fourth of July.

I’m a sucker for a holiday.
Mother’s Day is no exception.

It’s a day that I’ve grown to love,
literally. Since I both have and am
a mom, it’s impossible not to ap-
preciate a day I can celebrate on
so many levels.

The most obvious way—as a
mom of two daughters, Taylor, 6,
and Tanner, 3 months. My girls
are my “in” to this holiday. I’m
more than happy to take a day to
pat myself on the back for doing
what I can to raise good little peo-
ple.

And as a bonus, I’m guaranteed
a homemade card and a “Happy
Mother’s Day” hug first thing that
morning.

But I also celebrate Mother’s
Day as a daughter to a surpris-
ingly laid-back mom. She and my
dad somehow managed to raise me
along with seven others like me.

Considering her 40-plus years of
monitoring diapers, puberty, mar-
riages and, now, grandchildren,
it’s a wonder that she even wants
us around.

I know we challenged her and
gave her a few sleepless nights.
Regardless, she sent eight reason-
ably well-adjusted adults into the
world.

My mom is a nurturer and a
giver. Of all the things she has

given to me, I put my four sisters
at the top of the list.

For the lucky ones, there’s ca-
maraderie among women in the
same family. I often feel our fam-
ily is somewhat of a rarity because
we do actually get along. For that,
I credit our parents.

My dad’s approach to life was
very matter-of-fact, and he had a
way of breaking things down to
the obvious. Most of his advice
came in three-word sentences.
“Use your head.” “Don’t be dumb.”
“Work it out.”

My mom still uses that “obvious
psychology” on me. When I’m at
my wit’s end with my screaming
daughter, she tells me, “They
have bad days just like we do.”

Or the next day, when I’m at
my wit’s end with my other
screaming daughter, I hear, “Take
it as it comes, that’s all you can
do.”

I was fortunate to grow up with
her simple approach to parenting
and to be part of a family that
made itself a priority.

Last Mother’s Day my sisters,
Mom and I snagged tickets to “Hi
Gorgeous,” an event in Kansas
City put on by Oprah Winfrey and
her “O Magazine.” The day’s pur-
pose was to encourage women to
discover and build on our own in-
dividual talents and gifts, and to
recognize them in each other.

As we walked into the park that
morning, we were given pink tote

bags and welcomed with a string
of prerecorded “Hi Gorgeous”
greetings.

OK, it might sound a little
cheesy, but it set the tone for the
day.

For the next eight hours, we
strolled from station to station
collecting freebies. We watched
fashion shows, sampled wine and
listened to motivational
speeches—the grand finale being
Oprah herself.

Thanks to weekends like that,
not only do I celebrate Mother’s
Day as a mom and a daughter,
but also as a sister. (I’m the
youngest of five, a fact I enjoy
more every year!)

This Mother’s Day, we’re going
to spend the weekend organizing
my parents’ shop, which has sat
basically untouched since my
dad’s death years ago. Since Mom
followed behind us with wash
cloths and vacuums for so many
years, the least we can do as
adults is offer our cleaning serv-
ices for a day.

Knowing how important my sis-
ters are to me, and experiencing
Taylor’s passionate plea for a sis-
ter of her own during my last
pregnancy (we got lucky on that
one), I remind her often how for-
tunate she and Tanner are to
have each other.

Sorting through a stack of pho-
tos one weekend, I came across a
picture of my sisters and me from
Hi Gorgeous.

“I’m so glad you get to grow up
with Tanner,” I said, tossing the
picture to Taylor. “You two will be
sisters forever, just like me and
my sisters.”

“Yep,” she said, studying the
photo. “You’ll be sisters ’til you’re
old and walking on sticks.”

I think she gets the idea.

Shelley Plett is a graphic de-
signer for the Free Press and

Kansas Publishing Ventures. She
can be reached at

shelley@hillsborofree press.com.

Mother’s Day a time to appreciate being a mom

Guest Editorial
Gender fraud

all the rage now
My father-in-law and I re-

cently talked at length
about memory loss and

growing older.
He told a story about a friend

and him hiding plastic Easter
eggs for his friend’s 5-year-old
grand-daughter. They counted 16
eggs before wandering around the
back yard hiding them in assorted
places.

The problem was that the little
girl found 14 eggs but wasn’t able
to locate the last two. That’s when
my father-in-law and his friend
realized they hadn’t a clue where
to search, either.  

After several minutes of looking
around in vain, they gave up and
chalked up the event as a lesson
in writing things down.  

But, it got him wondering about
the future, also.

“I figured we’ll be able to hide
our own Easter eggs in a couple of
years,” he told me at the end of
the story.

My wife has believed I began
suffering from senility several
years ago, because I once carried
around my cellular phone while I
searched the house for it.

At the time, I believed it was an
isolated and honest mistake, cre-
ated by our hand-held phones be-
coming an extension of our arms.

There are a host of other inci-
dents all surrounding home im-
provement projects when my wife
also believed I had memory issues.
However, what she didn’t under-
stand was that I am someone who
constantly exercises caution, and I
was simply planning things out.
There was no need to remind me
every couple of months.

But, my recent conversation got
me thinking more about my own
memory, which, in itself proves to
my wife that I haven’t completely
lost it.

The problem with memory is the
sheer randomness of how one’s
brain keeps track of things

deemed significant or inconse-
quential. I can recall a phone
number from a town where we
lived when I was in third grade,
but sometimes I have trouble re-
calling the four-digit pin number
on my debit card as I stand in line
at Dillon’s.

I read online a list of “fun facts”
about memory and learned there
are basically three types—long-
term, sense memory and short-
term.

Long-term memory is where
events in the past are stored. For
me that includes a few unpublish-
able moments with my best friend,
because we haven’t reached a
statutory limit, yet. Then, there
are a few childhood family vaca-
tions tucked away, which include
me singing songs I recorded from
a television show onto a cassette
deck.  

All of them are great memories
and warrant taking up significant
brain space.

Sense memory enables you to do
two things at once. My wife is con-
vinced that most males lack this
feature, solely based on a beta test
of our sons and me. But, sense
memory actually makes it possible
for any one of us to listen to her
while watching televised sports
without missing a single topic.

And, as long as she doesn’t ask
too many follow-up questions, it
works well…

Finally, short-term memory is
where you store things you won’t

need very long, like random trivial
commentary, such as astronauts
cannot burp in space or that baby
robins eat 14 feet of earthworms
every day. Shopping lists also are
included in the short-term mem-
ory category, although some might
argue I never memorized one …
ever, which might explain the
completely random grocery items
in the pantry.

It’s only possible to hold about
seven things in short-term mem-
ory at any given time, which may
benefit my future arguments for
why I’m sometimes seen as forget-
ful. I’m simply filled to the brim.

An interesting factoid I learned
was that a person’s long-term
memory shuts down during sleep,
and it’s why dreams fade quickly
once you wake up. And, television
can actually harm your brain if
you spend more than two hours
viewing because it can cause your
neurons to stop firing. Many sci-
entists even believe it enhances
the chances of Alzheimer’s.

But, whatever the case, I felt
bad for my father-in-law and his
missing-egg incident, but I’m cer-
tainly not ready to accept that I
may be following the same fate.

Sure, it would be good to find
my car keys every once in a while
without tearing apart the house,
only to learn they were still in my
coat pocket, but overall, I believe I
still have it together and will con-
tinue to do so for many years.

I considered sharing with my fa-
ther-in-law some immortal words
I read from a recent Facebook
post, “Not only is my short-term
memory horrible, but my short-
term memory is horrible.”

It’s too bad I forgot.

Ken Knepper, who admits to re-
calling the lyrics to most 1980s

rock songs, but sometimes can’t re-
member why he went to the
kitchen, can be reached at:
Ken.Knepper@gmail.com.

Memory loss is easy to forget

PARTS OF SPEECH

SHELLEY PLETT

CONVERSATION PIECE

KEN KNEPPER

Apparently bedazzled by the stellar success of voter
ID laws to control voter fraud, state legislatures around
the country, including Kansas, now are turning their at-
tention to a newly fabricated outrage: gender fraud in
public bathrooms, locker rooms and dressing rooms.

To protect and calm their allegedly panicked base,
these far-starboard legislators have proposed laws re-
quiring that anyone using a public bathroom must enter
the bathroom labeled for their birth gender—that is the
gender showing on their birth certificate.

Under the law, a person born male who has been
medically and surgically changed to female would be
barred from public bathrooms designated for “Women,”
and vice versa.

The need for such a law isn’t exactly self-evident. Per-
haps some perverted males are changing their plumbing
just to gain access to women’s restrooms for a peek at
who-knows-what. And vice-versa.

There could be enforcement challenges. Some states
change the gender on the birth certificates of transgen-
der folks. Other states show it has been changed.
Kansas and three other states don’t change birth certifi-
cates.

What happens if a non-Kansan male, transgendered
to female but dressed as a man, shows up at a men’s
room with her legally altered birth certificate, because
she wants to peek at somebody’s who-knows-what?
What then?

That’s easy, the solons say. Whoever owns the public
restroom will be liable for non-compliance. He or she
could simply require all potty hopefuls to show a photo
ID and a copy of their birth certificate to gain access to
the appropriate rest room.

And why not? We have to show an ID to cash a check
or get on an airplane, or buy a hunting license or, now,
vote, right? Seems like a logical extension to us.

Sure, this could cause some surprise, high-anxiety
moments for the 17,000 Kansans who may really, really
have to go bad but don’t have enough ID to get into a
voting booth, let alone a public restroom.

But that wouldn’t be most of us, and we can always
keep them in our prayers.

— Ned Valentine, Clay Center Dispatch
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fore commissioners voted.
“There comes a point
something has to be done.”

The resolution basically
stated the structure poses
an unreasonable danger to
the public health, safety
and welfare; there is no al-
ternative to demolishing
the building at this point;
and the governing body
declares “the existence of
a state of emergency and
authorize the immediate
demolition of the struc-
ture.”

The decision was a diffi-
cult one for the commis-
sion, because they
considered the historic na-
ture of the building and
the safety of people and
property. City Attorney
Bob Myers said two to
three years of back taxes
are owed on the property,
and the county doesn't do
forfeitures on one property
at a time.

“This was a hard thing
to do for the commission,”
Mayor Glen Davis said
right after the vote.

The commission ap-
proved a resolution au-
thorizing the demolition of
the structure by the city,
appropriating $60,000 for
the payment of the demo-
lition, which will be com-
pleted by Goering
Enterprises Inc. of New-
ton. They were the low
bidder at $52,000, and
then the commission
added some extra money
for contingencies. Another
company, Bradburn
Wrecking Co. of Wichita,
put in a bid of $96,790.

Local businessman Dan
Heinze also talked about
the difficulty of the situa-
tion.

“Nobody wins,” he said
to the commission. “[…]
And really there's no sat-
isfaction on either side.
Somehow there has to be a
collaboration to prevent a
tragedy such as this. We
need to be more proac-
tive.”

He suggested the city
take on more of a steward-
ship role regarding prop-
erties.

“Whatever decision you
make, I think you've done
your due diligence,”
Heinze said. 

He said he's the owner
of a downtown historic
building.

On Tuesday, April 12,
following a city work ses-
sion, a buyer, Mike Baird,
came forward saying he'd
be able to make repairs to
the building, which has
deteriorated over time.
Myers told the commission
Friday there was more
damage done to the prop-
erty that week, and addi-
tional water damage was
found on the east side of
the building, which caused
more stress on the struc-
ture. Baird backed out of
the deal. Myers said
they've concluded from
dealing with the last con-
tractor and the city engi-

neer that the building
presents a hazard to peo-
ple and adjacent proper-
ties.

“Visible continuing de-
terioration from the exte-
rior of the subject
structure this week seems
to make any opportunity
for refurbishing a long
shot and in fact has in-
creased the opportunity
for complete failure of the
building,” City Engineer
Suzanne Loomis wrote in
a memo to Myers, which
was given to the commis-
sion. “Contractors consid-
ering purchase of the
building witness further
water damage inside, un-
dermining structural con-
ditions as well as
deterring their interest in
any future renovation pro-
posals.”

Randy Fisher, attorney
for the building's owner,
said the owner has nei-
ther assets nor money and
is totally disabled. He said
all the owner has wanted
to do was get rid of the
property.

“We were willing to do
anything,” Fisher said,
adding the owner was
going to turn the building
over for at least the back
taxes owed on it. “My
client doesn't have the
money to tear the building
down. She doesn't have
the money to rehabilitate
it. […] The building needs
to come down now.”

Fisher said his client
understands the building
needs to be demolished,
but she doesn't have the
money to do it.

To pay for the project,
money will be taken out of
the city's reserve funds,
and the city can pursue
collecting for the cost of
demolition from the
owner, Myers said. When
demolition is done, the
land will be a dirt lot.

Commissioner David
Nygaard said nine out of
10 people don't want the
building demolished, and
those people also realize
it's a danged-if-you-do and
danged-if-you-don't kind
of situation.

Mayor Glen Davis said
he had quite a few phone
calls from people Friday
morning asking them not
to demolish the building.

“We've gone through
every aspect we know to
do, and our hands are
tied,” Davis said.

Owens said he told
Gina Corrigan to shut
down the Tanning Gallery
location four weeks ago,
and that it was quite diffi-
cult to do so. With proms
and weddings, this time of
year usually is quite busy
for the tanning business.

“Is Gina going to get
through it at this point?”
Owens said. “I don't
know.”

Seeing that more of the
wall had fallen on
Wednesday also was diffi-
cult for Owens.

“When I drove up there
and saw what had hap-
pened, my heart hurt,” he
said.

Reimer advocated for creating a
strategic plan to revisit the mission
of the HCEDC 

“Getting a job description is a
huge component of what the expec-
tations are—based on a renewed
conversation and relationship with
the Newton Chamber,”  Reimer
said. “We need to talk about that all
those ties were severed and we have
to recreate all that,” 

Nicholson said the future of the
HCEDC is hanging in the balance,
as public perception of the organiza-
tion is flagging. 

“The EDC is envisioned by the
public as, 'They don’t have any suc-
cesses to speak of.' All they do is at-
tend meetings and their perception
is we attend meetings and talk
about EDC but nothing ever hap-
pens. So what good was the meet-
ing?” That’s the perception we have
to get over,” he said.  

Nicholson added he was con-
cerned cities would “pull the plug on
funding.” 

Reimer countered that the organ-
ization is working to correct course. 

“Give us time,” she said, “We did-
n’t get here overnight; we can’t
undo it all at one time.” 

Nicholson added, “Every old sow
has to find an acorn sometime or
it’ll starve to death.” 

One of the ways Reimer hoped to
improve the public perception of the
HCEDC was increased trans-
parency. 

“It’s been 75 percent couldn’t get
out and only 25 percent that
shouldn’t. There’s a lot more infor-
mation we can get to the public that
hasn’t been out there before. That’s
one of the goals—get anything they
can out to the public,” she said. 

HCEDC board member Rodney
Eggleston said, as a new member,
transparency was crucial. 

“Anything provided we need to
simplify as much as we can,” he
said. “When I was first on the
board, I was in the dark. There was
talk of site surveys and EDC, and I
didn’t know what anyone was talk-
ing about. It went by so fast. It’s
human nature for people to want to
know exactly what they are paying
for—and these are people that are
donating,” he said. 

Business Development Specialist
Beth Shelton introduced a new,
color-coded project tracker to board
members with three distinct fields:
green, Harvey County is in the run-
ning as a location; red, Harvey
County sites were eliminated; and
gray, Harvey County did not have
sites meeting a business’ specifica-

tions. 
“It gives us more information on

how many employees, capital in-
vestment, status and where the
project came from,” Shelton said. 

The tracker also allows for long-
term data collection on what types
of sites may be desirable or worthy
of investment.

“If we have six businesses in two
years approach us for a 30,000-
square-foot building, that’s a trend
we can see,” she said. 

Nicholson said on previous forms
presented to the board, “projects
and leads were on one form. It was
hard to distinguish between a proj-
ect or just a lead.”  

A point of discussion was shifting
the HCEDC away from relying on
ribbon cuttings and new busi-
nesses. 

“Success was tied with recruit-
ment, and now we are talking
about retention. If we talk to 20
companies and each create two jobs
that year, those are successes.
There are measures of success in
providing value through retention
and assisting companies,” Shelton
said. 

This story was provided by the
Hesston Record as a part of a coop-
eration agreement between our two
papers. 

display and got second place in VW.
During this show, Mathies had
Cecil flanked by vintage camping
gear, and he stores such items in
the back of the vehicle. These in-
clude a 1965 sleeping bag, fishing
rods, an aqua-colored Coleman
cooler and picnic basket. He even
commissioned a rug to be woven at
the Newton Et Cetera Shop to
match the 1970s upholstery they
put in the bus.

“I love everything ’70s,” Mathies
said.

Earlier in his life, Mathies said
he was never into VWs, as they
were perceived to be only driven by
girls.

“A Volkswagen Bug fell into my
lap one day,” Mathies said, and he
paid $650 for the 1969 Beetle.

Mathies' son Bryce drove the old
rusty and un-restored vehicle to
Oceanside, Calif., and back last
summer, and he even posted a cou-
ple of videos on YouTube about his
adventures.

“He literally lived in his bug,”
Mathies said, adding when his son
returned, he had some peanut but-
ter and a loaf of bread in the car.

Bryce had wanted to get a job in
California, but he didn't have a res-
idence, and he needed a residence
to get a job, and he couldn't get a
residence without a job, so he re-
turned.

At one point, Mathies purchased
Cecil.

“I decided I wanted a bus, so I
found this one,” he said.

He fixed it up, and it took three
and a half months to do the paint,
body work and interior. The exte-
rior paint includes a cream color ac-
cented by Mango Tango Pearl, a
rusty orange that glistens in the
sunlight. Restoration also includes
engine work. Mathies is the general
manager at Auto Masters in Wi-

chita, so he has a place to paint his
vehicles.

While showing the interior of
Cecil, Mathies leaned into the vehi-
cle and said, “You gotta love the
smell of old Volkswagens.”

Currently, Mathies is working on
a VW bus for a friend, and he plans
to do a rat rod or patina restoration
on one of his buses. Mathies pur-
chased the future rat rod in Dodge
City, so he wants to name it Wyatt,
and his other bus he acquired in
South Dakota.

Mathies isn't the only person in
Newton interested in these vintage
vehicles. He belongs to a group
called Wild West Veedubs, which
has most of its members in Newton,
although the president resides in
Sedgwick. Mathies is the secre-
tary/treasurer, and they meet on a
monthly basis. Anyone interested
in joining can call Mathies at 316-
209-3384.

“I think we'll have quite a pres-
ence in the car show—up to 20
cars,” Mathies said.

Mathies enjoys VWs and the so-
cial aspects it brings to his life.

“They're easy to work on,” he
said. “They're unique. Everybody
has a story about a VW. […] Every-
where you go, people want to stop
and visit. Everybody wants one.”

Mathies said he's always liked
cars and enjoyed his auto mechan-
ics classes in high school. As a mat-
ter of fact, he's now renting his
shop from his former high school
mechanics teacher. Mathies said
he's always gravitated toward auto-
mobiles, and he likes that he can
work on them with his hands. 

He said VWs are great conversa-
tion pieces.

“You can fix up your house, but
who sees it?” he said, adding he can
take his vehicle with him and talk
to folks about it. That way, he gets
to meet new people and hear their
stories.

Another vehicle Mathies plans to
bring to the local car show is his
1973 Monte Carlo, which he re-
stored in 1994. It was the second
vehicle he ever bought, and he still
drives it.

“My mom said, 'That's the ugliest
car I've ever seen,'” Mathies said.

JOEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Stephen Owens discusses the rock that collapsed onto his roof with his
insurance agend Dan Heinze. The rock severly damaged the roof.

DEMO
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The Harvey County Economic
Development Committee Board
(HCEDC) created new employee
guidelines and created an em-
ployee handbook following the
group’s shakeup in staff.

Within the handbook, board
members were given detailed out-
lines for employee disciplinary
measures, as well as adding a con-
flict-of-interest clause.  

A major point of discussion was
mileage, reimbursements and
travel expenses. It was also explic-
itly stated, “the use of the HCEDC
credit card may never be used for
personal expenses unless expressly
approved by the organization.”  

Any travel to conferences would
be limited to sanctioned accommo-
dations and food expenses of no
more than $75 per day.  

“On the lodging, we put a thing
in there that it is understood that
not only to use conference rates,
but it is only valid for the duration
of the conference. You can’t go four
days in advance and four days
after. The night before or night
after, those would still be at confer-
ence rate anyway,” HCEDC Presi-
dent Jaci Reimer said. 

The director would receive a
$350 per month stipend, and $250
would be allotted to the business
development director and $150 for
the program support director.  

HCEDC Board Member Rod
Nicholson said he was not in favor
of the reimbursement system of set
stipends, as he was concerned
there could be abuses by a director
receiving reimbursement and send-

ing employees on “errands.”  
Reimer said the board must de-

cide if the additional funds should
be classified as a perk or as a reim-
bursement for miles driven as part
of the job.

“If it’s a perk, it’s a number, and
that number better be above what-
ever the actual cost is. I would
think if we treat this as a short-
hand way of reimbursement, we
don’t want the executive director to
come in and park and get $350 per
month,” Reimer said. 

The HCEDC board also dis-
cussed cell phone reimbursements.
The HCEDC settled on a $50
stipend if an employee uses a per-
sonal phone for organization busi-
ness rather than working through
a monthly bill.

“Before, it was not written any-
where, and it was at the discretion
of the executive director,” Reimer
said.

At the meeting it was reported
former director Mickey Dean had
offered her $125 per month for cell
phone reimbursement. 

While transparency was dis-
cussed as a key issue, one move in
regard to cell phone payments
looks to circumvent open records
laws. 

Reimer said under open records
act laws, phones owned by organi-
zations were subject to open
records requests, and all informa-
tion on the phone was open to the
public. Personal phones used for
business were not subject to open
records requests without a court
order, however.  

“Micky’s bill, we bought the
phone and paid the bill—up to
$279 per month. We decided we’re
not going to provide phones. Em-

ployees can use their personal
phones and get a set stipend,” she
said.  

Provisions for tracking work
hours, as well as the prior authori-
zation of overtime, were also in-
cluded in the handbook.  Pankratz
added compensatory time for hours
worked was explicitly not allowed.  

“There is also a personal appear-
ance and demeanor section. It’s a
standard tool I put in manuals and
handbooks,” Pankratz said. 

Pankratz said the new handbook
“ratcheted up” the sexual harass-
ment policy. 

The handbook also states all em-
ployment is at an at-will basis un-
less an employee has a specific
written contract.

Pankratz said an addition of a
non-retaliation clause provided ad-
ditional protections for the
HCEDC.

Revisions were made to the tech-
nology and social media policy. The
new policy states “Everything an
employee puts on the computer be-
longs to the company. The com-
pany has the right to plumb
through and read,” Pankratz said.

Reimer added, “There were a lot
of photos on Mickey’s phone, so we
downloaded those all to her and
been very accommodating,”

While the phone has been wiped
clean, Reimer said they are still
monitoring for any calls or texts
that may come in. 

“There aren’t a lot coming in,”
she said. 

Letters have been sent to organi-
zations affected by the change and
new contact information has been
supplied to businesses in the re-
gion.

Harvey County EDC puts in handbook
following administrative shakeup

BY JACKIE NELSON
THE HESSTON RECORD
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
This is a detail of the Monte Carlo that Jason Mathies will display during the local car show on
Saturday, May 7.

Want content updated daily? 
Check out harveycountynow.com

There you will find more of what you
have here, all in color and updated

regularly. 
harveycountynow.com
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Refer a friend to subscribe to 
Newton Now! After they sign up and 
mention your name, you�ll receive a 

Giftcard for $10 at 701 Cafe 
(formerly Karen�s Kitchen) in the mail.

Simple as that! 

FREE LUNCH when you 
Refer-A-Friend!
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Phone______________________________________________
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$30/ 6 Months     $50/ 1 Year     $90/ 2 Years

Referred by:
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Payment: Cash    Check  Card(complete form below) 

Visa     Mastercard    Discover     American Express
Card # _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _
Expires ___/___    Auth. Code ____
Signature______________________________________________
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Newton Now, PO Box 825, Newton, KS 67114
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County commission gets juvenile fund report

Harvey County spent around
$116,000 on juvenile processing
and detainment last year, a
number higher than most neigh-
boring counties and those of
comparable size.

On Monday, the Board of
Harvey County Commissioners
asked for a report on juvenile
detention costs, and at its April
26 meeting, County Prosecutor
David Yoder spoke on the topic. 

Yoder explained that much of
the cost comes from a few juve-
nile offenders and the fact that
it costs the county $150 a day to
house the juveniles with Reno
County Community Correc-
tions—almost three times the
amount of the cost to hold them
at the county jail. 

“We are very, very conserva-

tive,” he said. “We are conscious
of being stewards of county
funds.”

Yoder explained juveniles
only are taken for detainment in
extreme situations, and when
they've committed crimes or of-
fenses against the people they
live with, there is often not an-
other place to put them. 

“It's difficult or impossible to
return them back home,” he
said. “We've had serious sex-of-
fense cases.” 

Juveniles also can't be housed
at the county jail, Walton ex-
plained, because of the state
statute regulating that juveniles
be completely separated from
adult offenders. 

Yoder said certain individuals
who are kept detained for long
periods of time quickly drive up
the cost. 

He cited a case from
Youthville in Newton where
three females assaulted an em-

ployee, stole a
van and escaped. 

He said they were held in de-
tainment for a long period of
time and accrued $36,000 in
costs between them. 

Yoder added his office would
begin filing suits against par-
ents or those responsible to try
to reclaim some of the costs. 

He said, as he compiled the
report to give to the county, he
received documentation and pa-
perwork from the sheriff's office
to help with the proceedings.

County Commissioner Chip

Westfall said costs for juvenile
corrections only will increase in
the future, as well, with the
state looking to pass off more re-
sponsibility on the counties as it
faces a continued budget crisis. 

“The poor property taxpayer
is going to get screwed again,”
he said expressing his disgust. 

Westfall recommended the
sheriff's office, the judicial side
of the process and Yoder have a
sit down to discuss costs and co-
operation with detentions. 

In other news, the issue with
the telephone poles on county
property north of Halstead is
being resolved. 

County Administrator John
Waltner said that Kevin
Williamson, who had poles
placed on a county property
leased from the county by a
neighbor, heard his name was
printed in the paper and got in
contact with the county to begin
removing the poles. 

The county wanted the poles
removed in case they would be
swept up in a flood of the Little
Arkansas River. 

Waltner gave his thanks to
the media present. 

The commission approved a
$79,000 federal grant applica-
tion by Harvey County Safe-
house for money to pay for
emergency services it provides
to victims of sexual violence, as
well as domestic violence. 

Jan Jones, executive director
with the safe house, said the or-
ganization receives the grant
annually. 

Finally, the commission set-
tled a fencing dispute between
two neighbors, with one group
putting back up the fence they
pulled down, shared mainte-
nance costs for some parts of the
fence and single maintenance
costs for the parts of the fence
built on one of the landowner's
property. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Yoder Westfall

Hub founders purchase downtown building

Visit www.harveycountynow.com 
for updated content daily!

The creators of The Hub
purchased a building
downtown to serve as their
“Hubquaters.”

The Hub, which serves
as a coalition of creative
design companies and non-
profits using a shared
space, has continued to ex-
pand, Kevin Geraci, who
helped organize the con-
cept, said. 

The Hub currently oper-
ates out of the space above
Prairie Harvest in down-
town Newton. 

“We're running out of
room,” Geraci said. 

So Geraci said the cre-
ative and marketing or-
ganizations will locate to
another collaborative space
in Newton, 513 N. Main
Street, where the Island
Blue restaurant was previ-

ously located. 
Geraci said arrange-

ments have been made for
the non-profit businesses
to keep operating at the
current location of The
Hub. He also said the
$10,000 worth of furniture
at the current location will
stay. 

He said that the shift
comes from the realization
that a collaborative space
works best with like-
minded industries. 

“What we started out
with was an idea to make
the concept work,” he said.
“We figured out that's not
the case. I see this as an
opportunity that non-prof-
its can be together with
like-minded industries and
for all the creatives to come
together and do their
thing.”

Geraci added that it
wasn't like the group
wished to leave the non-
profits in the existing hub,

but instead needed more
space to collaborate.

Geraci said that the new
location will also serve as
the headquarters for Har-
vey Co. Digital, a collabo-
ration that will market
outdoor and indoor digital
signage advertising oppor-
tunities. 

Geraci said that he is
working on the venture
jointly with Andy Ortiz,
who builds software sys-
tems and digital signage.
The group will employ
Geraci's wife, Tarrah, to
help manage the office as
well as Kristin Larson-
Janzti to work in sales.

Geraci added that the
group will put out a web-
site Harveycodigital.com to
allow customers to look at
advertising opportunities.

Geraci said that the
group is in the process of
looking for locations to
place digital signs in New-
ton.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Hub creators stand in front of the building they purchased to serve as the new “Hubquaters.” From left are
Andy Ortiz, Brian Ebert, Scott Hussey and Kevin Geraci.

All women invited to Walton United Methodist event

WALTON—The Walton
United Methodist Women
invite all women in the
Walton/Newton commu-
nity to their annual salad
supper at 6 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 5, at the
church, 201 Blaine St. in

Walton.
This will be an evening

of fellowship and fun.
Bring a salad, dessert or
side dish. Table service
and beverages will be
provided.

Artist Mary Davis will
present a program on her
techniques and designs.

Come at 6 p.m. And
shop the mini-bazaar,
which will include baked
and homemade items.
Proceeds will go to mis-
sion projects.

The salad supper will
begin at 6:30 p.m. and
will be followed by the
program.

FOR NEWTON NOW

NEWTON POLICE REPORT
April 25
Arrests:
Matthew R. Neufeld, 34, Newton / Vio-

late PFA, 04/25/16, 1200 Blk N Main
David S.B. Obsorne, 25, Newton / DC,

04/25/16, 100 Blk W 10th

April 24
Criminal:
Agg Battery, Criminal Threat, 1000 Blk

E 6th, 04/24/16
Burglary, Theft, Criminal Damage,

Roanoke Ct, 04/24/16
Blackmail, Phone Harassment, 500 Blk

W 5th, 04/24/16
Dom Battery, 300 Blk S Walnut,

04/24/16
Arrests:
Kristopher L. Wittman, 24, Colorado /

DUI, 04/24/16, 200 Blk N Main
Alan J. Dansby, 30, Newton / DWS,

04/24/16, 1000 Blk N Main
Cody L. Goodall, 23, Newton / No DL,

04/24/16, 1300 Blk Vine

April 23
Criminal:
Burglary, Theft, 900 Blk Spruce,

04/23/16
Arrests:
Qualan D. Ennis, 18, Wichita / Indecent

Liberties, 04/23/16, 600 Blk Centennial

Park Dr
Brandon A. Rolfe, 36, Maryland / DUI,

ITOC, DC, 04/23/16, 1100 Blk Old Main
James S. Harllee, 45, Newton / Viola-

tion PFA, 04/23/16, 200 Blk W 9th
Troy L. Parker, 49, Newton / Warrant,

04/23/16, 200 Blk E. Broadway
Tammy J. Roque, 52, Newton / Battery,

04/23/16, 600 Blk SE 4th
Sherill L. Garza, 53, Newton / DWS,

04/23/16, 400 Blk N Main

April 22
Arrests: 
Christina K. Weber, 39, Newton / Poss

Drugs, Poss Para, 04/22/16, 1300 Blk
Washington Rd

Cassandra N. Lyons, 36, Newton / War-
rant, 04/22/16, 1300 Blk Washington Rd

Bobby G. Rose, 38, Walton / Warrant,
04/22/16, 100 Blk E 8th

Brent D. Crawley, 22, Newton / Violate
PFA, 04/22/16, 300 Blk Estelle

April 21
Criminal:
Burglary, Theft, 200 Blk W 2nd,

04/21/16
Poss Marij, Poss Para, 1400 Blk E

Broadway, 04/21/6
Battery, 900 Blk W Broadway, 04/21/16



Page 10      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now     April 28, 2016NEWS

116 W. 6th St
Newton, KS 67114
(316)283-1206

Old fashioned 
donuts at their best!

614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

Please take notice of the following 
vehicles to be sold to satisfy a lien:

 2005 Kawasaki JKBVNKD135A002158
 2003 Mazda JM1NB353930302430
 2002 Harley Davidson 1HD1GEV372Y326946
 1992 Chevy 1G1JC3440N7288894
 2003 Yamaha JYARP07E83A000715

Vehicles will be sold at auction, Wednesday, May 11th at 
10:00am, location 101 West Hwy 50. Secure Store 50.

Fundraising gifts help make field trips possible

Thanks to its PTO,
Chisholm Middle School
has some extra money to
go on field trips. 

The USD 373 school
board moved to accept an
amount of $4,000 from the
school's Parent Teacher
Organization to help off-
set field trip costs. 

In recent years, with
tightening budgets, the
district has cut back on
field trip spending,
prompting fundraising
around Newton to help
pay for the trips. 

The Kauffman Museum
in North Newton, for in-
stance, has been selling
sugar cookies shaped like
buses and asking for do-
nations to allow it to help
offset the cost of school
field trips to the museum.

The PTO did the same
thing, and School Board
Member Barb Bunting
said the effort was greatly
appreciated. 

"It's a shame we can no
longer afford this but
have to rely on the gen-
erosity of the parents and
PTO," Bunting said,

adding that field trips
were something she al-
ways remembers from
grade school.

In other news, the
school board will put dis-
cussion of a Rural Hous-
ing Incentive District to
go in near the SW 24th St.
and I-135 by the Stone
Creek neighborhood. The
RHID would provide tax
abatements to help offset
development costs of a 32-
unit apartment complex
slated to be built in the
area.

The issue has stirred up
some controversy of late,
with some residents in the
area not wanting the com-
plex, which would market
to those with moderate in-
comes, to be built there. 

For the RHID applica-
tion to go through, the
school district would ei-
ther have to give its ap-
proval or not take action
on the issue. The school
district coming out
against the RHID could
kill the application.

“At least we will have
given people in the com-
munity the opportunity to
be heard on this,” School
Board Member Tim
Hodge said, recommend-
ing that the RHID at least

be put on next meeting's
agenda and adding that it
could be removed if there
was no interest. 

Bunting said that it
would be important for
the school district to re-
member what its roles are
and to put on its school
board glasses when dis-
cussing the issue. 

I agree with Barb
[Bunting]," Board Mem-
ber Renee Erickson said.
"It's important we remem-
ber our role in this and
stay in our lane as a
school board.”

Finally, the board had a
chance to see some of the
fruits of Walton students’
labors. A group of nine
Walton Rural Life Center
fourth grade students and
two teachers made a pres-
entation to the Newton
School Board about “Des-
tination Imagination” a
project-based learning
competition the students
participated in. 

“Destination Imagina-
tion” is a nationwide com-
petition, which asks
student teams to complete
a specific task related to a
variety of subjects, includ-
ing engineering, technical,
improvisational and fine
arts. 

"I'm really proud of our
groups and our teachers.
When we got up there, I
said, ‘I don't know if a
fourth grader really did
that,’ but we know our
projects were done by our
kids. I'm really proud of
that," Principal Jason
Chalashtari said. 

ETC.
*The school district ap-

proved both its bullying
plan and new athletic
code of conduct. 

*USD 373 will hold a
community meeting
Wednesday, May 4, from
9:30 to 11 a.m. at Kre-
hbiel Auditorium on
Bethel Campus. The
board will be looking for
input from the crowd who
usually attends Life En-
richment. Those in atten-
dance will be able to give
input and ask questions
about the district’s strate-
gic planning. The meeting
is open to the whole com-
munity, not just retired
residents.

*The board held a short
executive session to dis-
cuss a matter pertaining
to non-elected personnel. 

*The meeting lasted an
hour and a half, with
Matt Treaster absent.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Walton Rural Life Center Principal Jason Chalashtari stands in front of a
musical instrument, which they called a whackawhackadingdong, that
Walton Students designed for a Destination Imagination competition.
The instrument had to be able to be played at the competition as well
as hold weight. The instrument held 210 pounds. 

Commission approves RHID for new apartment complex at quiet meeting

Perhaps it was the
weather, but the Newton
Commission Meeting on
Tuesday night was an
uncharacteristically quiet
one. 

The last few meetings
have brought crowds to
the chamber to discuss
the falling down building
on 815 N. Main or apart-
ment complexes. But the
meeting featured not a
single speaker during its
scheduled public com-
ment section. 

It finished in an hour.
Of note, the city approved
an application for a Rural
Housing Incentive Dis-
trict for the proposed
apartment complex to be
built on SW 24th Street
near I-135. The complex
is now being called Cot-

tonwood Crossing. 
With a RHID, the de-

veloper will pay prop-
erty taxes to the city,
and then a portion of
those property taxes
will be reimbursed back
to the developer to help
offset various improve-
ments the developer
makes to the area. 

One resident from the
nearby Stone Creek
Neighborhood spoke to
the commission and
asked how many city tax
dollars were being used
to fund the project. 

City Attorney Bob
Myers explained that the
developer would be re-
bated the tax dollars they
paid to the city to spend
on qualified develop-
ments and improvements
on the area. 

The city then approved
the RHID request unani-
mously and Cottonwood
Crossing, which will fea-

ture 32
moderate-income-housing
apartments.

In other news, Commu-
nity Advancement Coor-
dinator Barb Burns
spoke to the city commis-
sion, thanking them for
the continued support of
the Amtrak rail line. Am-
trak recently established
a bus line connecting
Oklahoma City to New-
ton, allowing Newton ac-
cess to Amtrak's
Heartland line. 

"By our supporting the
Southwest Chief, it gave
us a lot of credibility

with the link," Burns
said. "It makes the
spot for Newton on the
national map a little
bit bigger." 

Melody Spurney of
the Newton Conven-
tion and Visitors Bu-
reau presented the
city commission with
the first year of a
Newton Visitors

Guide. The guide will be
distributed throughout
the state and locally to
provide people with a re-
source guide to the City
of Newton. 

Spurney said that the
resource guide was made
with a partnership with
Newton Now, allowing it
to put out a guide but
spend no tax dollars on
the promotional mate-
rial. Spurney was
thanked by the commis-
sion for her work with
the guide.

Finally, the city com-

mission awarded bids for
sewer repairs to Nowak
Construction for
$306,000 to do repairs to
Newton's sewer system.
Repairs include replacing
6- and 8-inch pipes as
well as erosion control,
inspection, sewer service
reconnections and site
clearing and restoration. 

ETC.
*The commission ap-

proved a proclamation
designating May 15-21 as
National Police Week
and May 15 as Peace Of-
ficers Memorial Day. 

*The commission pro-
claimed May 1-7 as na-
tional music week.

*The commission pro-
claimed May as bike
month, May 16-20 as
bike to work week and
May 20 as bike to work
day.

*The City of Newton
received the Government

Finance Officers Associa-
tion's Distinguished
Budget Award. According
to the press release from
the organization, the
award is presented to a
governing body and staff
that meet the highest
principals of government
budgeting. 

*The City of Newton
approved a street closure
for the Athletic Parks
Circle Drive and the
pool’s parking lot to host
a youth triangulation on
July 30 from 7 to 11:30
a.m.

*Severe weather can-
celled a city work session
to be held Tuesday after-
noon at the Newton
City/County Airport. 

*The City of Newton
held a 45-minute execu-
tive session to discuss
matters relating to per-
sonnel.

*All commissioners
were present.

BY ADAM STRUNK
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Myers Spurney

Committee, which helps people
in need throughout the world.

Kreider continues to weave
items from things, such as
jeans, so the shop can sell rugs
and other items to make money,
which they give to Mennonite
Central Committee (MCC) and
local organizations.

“Over the past five years,
we've distributed approximately
$100,000 of grants to local non-
profits who have applied for our
annual Local Giving Fund
grants,” current Et Cetera Shop
Director Cynthia Linscheid said.
“Each year for about the past 10
years, Et Cetera Shop has also
given about $5,000 worth of
vouchers to local social service
agencies, who in turn pass these
on to clients in need. 

Much of this donating goes
back to Kreider, who actually
started the first-ever Et Cetera
Shop, which was in Bluffton,
Ohio, in 1974. 

“We didn't use the term
'thrift' in those days,” Kreider
said, sitting at her dining room
table. “It wasn't a good word.”
She said, however, it is now.

She also thinks the Et Cetera
name is good, as she said they
sell a little bit of everything. 

“Newton Et Cetera Shop will
hold a 40th Anniversary Cele-
bration for current volunteers
and staff on April 30, which
happens to be the exact date the
shop opened in 1976,” Linscheid
said. “Special events for cus-
tomers and others in recognition
of the 40th anniversary are
planned over the coming year.
Anyone interested should watch
the store's Facebook page to
stay updated.”

To get the local shop started,
women working at a local MCC
shop urged Kreider to start the
Et Cetera Shop in Newton.

“They had heard of the store
in Bluffton, and they wanted to
know how they could get started
here,” Kreider said. At the MCC
shop, women worked with cloth-
ing to send overseas and other
such matters.

Kreider's experience also in-
cludes working for MCC in the
Netherlands, Germany and
Switzerland from 1946 to 1949,
after marrying Robert Kreider
in December 1945. She and
Robert were married 70 years
before his recent passing. The
Kreiders moved to North New-
ton in 1975, and the local Et
Cetera shop opened in 1976.

Yes, Kreider has volunteered
for 40 years at the Newton shop,

since its inception.
“It's been my life, I guess,” she

said, adding she has taken time
off occasionally to do some
things.

Around 1985, MCC sent Krei-
der to all of the Et Cetera shops
in the United States and
Canada to help them get started
and set up workshops. There
were 70 shops at the time, and
there's even more now, she said.

The local shop has been in
four locations since its incep-
tion. The first was at the down-
town Midland Bank location.
Kreider said there was a men's
clothing store next to the bank,
which wanted to expand into
the clothing store space. The Et
Cetera Shop was there until the
bank was ready to take over
that space, and then Et Cetera
moved to East Sixth Street.

Nine months later, they were in
the building where Charlotte's
Sew Natural is now, and then in
1990, they moved to their cur-
rent location at 619 N. Main St.,
which is the old Woolworth
building.

Even though she wasn't paid
in money, Kreider has benefited
in other ways from volunteering
there.

“Lots of friends,” she said.
“They come from different
churches and communities. Got-
ten to know so many different
people.”

This includes volunteers and
customers alike. Since the store
has Spanish-speaking cus-
tomers, some of the staff speaks
Spanish, which helps out.

“So many good things come
from this,” Kreider said.

Since she still volunteers with
the weaving, carefully going
back and forth from row to row,
Kreider goes in on Monday
mornings to help prepare mate-
rials for weaving, and then
she'll weave on Fridays or Sat-
urdays.

“That's always enjoyable to
see people,” she said. “[…] When
I weave, it's sometimes in the
window. It's always fun to see
families,” since the children
watch her weave.

“When they come out [of the
store], they always have bags,”
Kreider said. “It's always good
to see how happy people are
coming out and going in.”

Four and 40 seem to be lucky
numbers for the shop, because
in addition to being around for
40 years and moving four times,
it has four looms, the biggest of
which has 336 spools on it. 

Kreider learned to weave
from a niece who lived in the
area and helped her get started
decades ago. In addition, a local

man taught her how to weave,
as well.

“It just went from there,” she
said.

All of their looms are second-
hand, much like the items they
sell in the shop. They purchased
the first loom for $15.

“Our daughter bought it for
an art project in college, and we
got it from her,” Kreider said.
“She left it here.”

Kreider said that during the
years, they've had many special
orders for rugs, as some people
bring in their own materials
and choose colors. They've made
room-size rugs and stair rugs,
as well as smaller ones.

“They've gone all across the
country,” she said.

Kreider started weaving in
1978.

“We've had many, many
weavers, an average of eight to
10 at a time,” she said, adding
at first, a lot of men weaved and
now it's only women.

At first, they started out with
blue jeans and then corduroys.
They also fashion rugs from
chenille bedspreads and almost
anything, Kreider said.

“Jean rugs are still very pop-
ular,” Kreider said.

Kreider said the store has
come a long way since it
started, and one of the things
she really likes is College Night,
which only is open to college
students.

“I think College Night is one
of the funnest times,” she said.

Kreider doesn't want to stop
volunteering.

“As long as I can, might as
well,” she said.

Kreider is one of more than
200 volunteers at the store.

“It takes a lot of clerking, set-
ting up displays, managing,
sorting in the back,” she said.

KREIDER
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Lois Kreider of North Newton works on a loom at the Newton Et Cetera Shop. She’s
volunteered at the local shop for 40 years.
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FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifieds

Local 
Jobs!

1 Employment

Truck Driver
Kelsey Painting Services now hiring resi-

dental Painters! Pay based on experience.

Call 316-706-7329. 15-3tc

Call 620-947-5702
or email

natalie@hillsbo-
rofreepress.com

Reach
MORE 

people with
our 

classifieds!
Your classified
ad will appear 

in both the 
Hillsboro Free

Press and 
Newton Now..
reaching every
Marion County
household and
Newton Now 
subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for
20 words, then 
25¢ per word

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25)
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2 Announcements

Activities/Meetings

Salem Home, located in Hillsboro,
KS, is a 45 bed stand alone non-profit

facility currently accepting 
applications for the position of 

Director of Nursing
The successful candidate will have a
demonstrated record of strong man-
agement and leadership skills, prob-
lem-solving strengths, and extensive
knowledge of clinical services in resi-
dent-centered environment. Strong

organizational and interpersonal skills
are a must. Preferred candidate will
hold a BSN, but not required, and a

current RN license in Kansas.  
Interested candidates may submit

their resume with references to
jgrill@SalemHomeKS.org.

Garage Sales
Sale!! Saturday, April 30 7am-? Deja Vu is
cleaning out storage for those who upcycle,
repurpose or reimagine this is a sale for
you! Follow the signs to Funk Storage in
the Hillsboro Industrial Park & look for
signs on east  D Street. 17-1tp

Garage Sale! 612 S. Lincoln, Hillsboro. Fri.
& Sat 7am-5pm. Nwt adult tricycle, kitchen
cabinet, table, student desk, lots of kitchen
misc., large variet book, nice ladies clothes,
sizes 10-28, many purses, shed/garage
loaded!! 17-1tp

Garage Sale! Friday April 29 5pm-? Satur-
day April 30 9 a.m. - 2p.m. household
items and lots of misc. 46 Parkview Road,
Hesston, KS. 17-1tp

MOVING SALE! 3019 Ivy Ct., N.Newton.
Friday 9-4 & Saturday 9-noon. Maytag w/d,
sm appliances, furniture,
housewares/kitchen items, linens, Christ-
mas items, quality misc. 17-1tp

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special – $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
(MCN)

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. Call today 
1-888-403-7751 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-800-442-5148 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV and get a $100 Gift
Card. FREE Whole-Home Genie HD/DVR
upgrade. Starting at $19.99/mo. New Cus-
tomers Only. Don’t settle for cable. 
Call Now 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

19.99/mo. for DIRECTV – HD Channels +
Genie HD DVR + 3 months FREE HBO,
SHOW, MAX & STARZ + FREE NFL Sunday
Ticket! Call Now 1-888-552-7314 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from “what if” scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can’t reach a phone! FREE
Brochure. CALL 800-306-1404 (MCN)

DISH TV 190 channels plus Highspeed In-
ternet Only $49.94/mo! Ask about a 3 year
price guarantee & get Netflix included for
1 year! Call Today 1-800-390-3140 (MCN)

SAVE on internet and TV bundles! Order
the best exclusive cable and satellite deals
in your area! If eligible, get up to $300 in
Visa Gift Cards. 
CALL NOW! 1-800-925-0146 (MCN)

DRAFTING POSITION
Prestressed/Precast Concrete Mfg. seeking Auto Cad Drafter. Full-

time. Excellent benefits are provided. Medical Insurance,
Supplemental Ins., Vacation/Holidays and 401(K) plan. Experience

in the above referenced position is preferred. Auto Cad training
and Blue Print Reading are necessary. Above-average knowledge of
geometry and trigonometry a plus. Prior construction experience

or knowledge an added benefit. Submit resume to: 
Prestressed Concrete, Inc. PO Box 311, Newton, KS 67114

RSchroeder@prestressedconcreteinc.com

The Citizens State Bank is a locally owned community bank with
11 locations.  We are seeking qualified applicants for the 

following positions:
Teller/Customer Service Representative – 

full time and part time in Newton
Teller/Customer Service Representative – 

part time in Hesston
Requirements include a high school diploma or equivalent, strong
written and verbal communication skills along with previous cash

handling experience.  

EOE/Minorities/Females/Vet/Disability

Please submit your resume to 
humanresources@thecsb.comUSD 398 is accepting application for a position as 

Full-Time Custodian/Maintenance
The position is a 12 month, 40 hour per week job 

opportunity that requires; professional attitude and 
behavior, necessary skills and work ethic, and general

building maintenance and mechanical skills associated
with cleanliness and upkeep.

Applications for the position are provided at the USD
398 Central Office by contacting Lisa Hodges, Clerk.

USD 398 Central Office 506 N. Elm, Peabody, KS 
(620)-983-2198) or online at www.usd398.com.net

Are you a great cook looking 
for a part time job?

Colwich Gardens
Assisted Living

is seeking to fill a 
position for a 

Part-time Cook
Monday-Friday.
If interested or want 
more information,

Contact Cassie Hallacy at 
260-1034 or stop by to fill 

out an application at 
300 E Chicago, Colwich, KS.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)
have purchased some of the following
classifieds. Determining the value of the
service or product is advised by this pub-
lication. In order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not offer em-
ployment but rather supply the readers
with manuals, directories and other mate-
rials designed to help their clients establish
mail order selling and other businesses at
home. Under NO circumstances should
you send money in advance or give the
client your checking account, license ID,
or credit card numbers. Also beware of
ads that claim to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that if a credit
repair company does business only over
the phone it is illegal to request any money
before delivering its services. All funds
are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers
may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Auction
RAYMER SOCIETY ART AUCTION Saturday,
April 30th, 1:30pm Raymers, Sandzens,
Prairie Printmakers, other area artists 224
S. Main, Lindsborg, KS 785 227-2217
www.lesterraymer.org

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori
ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

Misc
2000 Sq Ft doublewide under $80,000.
Lenders offering $0 Down for Land Owners.
Huge selection of true Modulars in all
sizes. Wrap land, home, and land improve-
ments in one package. 866-858-6862

FOR SALE
TRAILER SALE: 2017 H&H 7’x16’ V-nose
ramp door, side door $4,156.00; 6’x12’ v-
nose ramp door side door $2,799.00; NEW
7’x18’ enclosed $4,550.00; NEW Skidloader
trailers with 4 ft. dovetail & flip over ramps
$4,077.00; 82”x20’+2’ 14,000# skidloader
trailers Now $3,699.00. 150 trailers in-stock
5 1 5 - 9 7 2 - 4 5 5 4
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com (MCN)

2 Announcements

Marion Citywide Garage Sale!!
3 Prairie Lane, Marion County Lake!  Sat.
April 30, 8am-5pm. Fishing lures, poles,
baby, kids, clothes, anitques, collectables,
home decor, yard art, holiday decor, lots
of misc. 17-1tp

3 For Rent

Apartments/Homes/Rooms
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. 
rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

2 Bedroom house in Durham, large yard,
garage for rent, $350 per month + deposit
call 620-732-2440. 17-1tp

n Hillsboro: 1 bedroom apartment. No
Smoking, No Pets. 620-382-7696. 17-tfn

4 Wanted
Wanted! Rental for 1 person in Hillsboro.
Need apartment, house or room for May
thru July. Call 785-906-0563. 16-2tc

Barn to tear down!!! Lots of great wood!
Will make a deal on it! 620-983-2454. 17-
1tc

5 Automotive

Automobiles 
NICE CARS FOR SALE!!! 2012 Toyota Cam-
ry SE 4 door, 26K miles, clean non smoker
$12,450. 2011 Chevy Malibu, 4-door, 21K
actual miles, clean $8,900. 2009 Nissan
Altima 4 door, low miles 49k, clean $7,450
Call 316-640-3921. 13-3tc

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (MCN)

A UNIQUE ADOPTIONS, LET US HELP!
Personalized Adoption Plans. Financial
Assistance, Housing, Relocation and More.
Giving the Gift of Life?  You Deserve the
Best. 1-888-637-8200. 24HR Hotline. (VOID
IN IL) (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
1-800-283-0205 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and benefits.
Matching 401k. Bonuses and tax free mon-
ey. Experience needed. Call Scott 507-437-
9905. Apply on-line http://www.mcfgtl.com
(MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.MyHomeIncomeNow55.com (MCN)

MAKE $1000 Weekly!! Mailing Brochures
From Home. Helping home workers since
2001. No Experience Required. Start Im-
mediately! www.centralmailing.net (VOID
IN SD, WI) (MCN)

HELP WANTED: OTR DRIVERS. Ewy Truck-
ing seeking Owner/Operators & Company
Drivers. Valid Class A CDL. Home on week-
ends if desired. Pulling hopper bottoms.
Based in Racine, MN. Call 507-421-3680.
(MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 60 tabs,

$99 includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-
0780 or Metro-Meds.online (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
Save up to 93%! Call our licensed Canadian
and International pharmacy service to
compare prices and get $15.00 off your
first prescription and FREE Shipping. 
1-800-263-4059. (MCN)

TABOR COLLEGE FINANCIAL AID 
DIRECTOR 

Tabor College seeks a Director of Financial Aid. Full time po-

sition responsible for the design and operation of financial aid pro-

grams at Tabor College Hillsboro and Tabor College Wichita. The

primary purpose of this position is to assure that the financial aid

programs achieve financial aid goals while complying with federal

and state regulations.

Bachelor’s degree required. Master’s degree preferred.  Finan-

cial aid or related experience preferred.  Successful candidate must

demonstrate organizational skills, good business and math under-

standing, strong work ethic, willingness to work flexible hours, and

good communication skills.  The job requires someone who is self-

motivated.  Tabor College is a decidedly Christian institution.  Suc-

cessful candidate must articulate faith in Christ.

Start Date:  Summer 2016

Application Deadline: Until Filled

Qualified and interested candidates should submit a cover letter

and resume to Ruth Funk by e-mail ruthf@tabor.edu.  

Tabor College is a Christian liberal arts institution with a mission to
prepare people for a life of learning, work, and service for Christ
and is kingdom. The successful candidate must be in agreement
with the mission of Tabor College. Imp: /.

Women and Minority candidates are strongly encouraged to
apply.
Tabor College is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Em-
ployer. As an educational institution operating under the auspices
of the United States Conference of Mennonite Brethren
Churches, Tabor College is permitted, and reserves the right, to
prefer employees on the basis of religion. (Title VII, Section 702-
703, United States Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended).

400 S. Jefferson

Hillsboro, KS

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Responsible for: General administrative duties for departmental fac-
ulty including receptionist duties, file maintenance, communication with
students, special projects and reports, and assistance with schedul-
ing and coordinating recitals, tours and concerts.
Desired qualifications: Skills in office management, strong profi-
ciency in Microsoft Word programs (Word and Excel in particular), or-
ganization skills, ability to multitask, and strong interpersonal skills to
work with students, faculty and the public.  
Seasonal part-time position: 30 hours per week for 33 weeks. Starting
date is in August shortly before the academic year begins. Hours as as-
signed through the academic year until the week after graduation in
May. Little or no summer hours required.

Applicants must be supportive of Tabor College’s mission and policies
and have a desire to serve God and people with one’s life work.

Send cover letter and resume to: Ruth Funk, Exec.
Assistant to the Vice President for Business and
Finance, 400 S. Jefferson, Hillsboro, KS 67063 or
electronically to ruthf@tabor.edu.

Tabor College is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action em-
ployer. As an educational institution operating under the aus-
pices of the United States Conference of Mennonite Brethren
Churches, Tabor College is permitted, and reserves the right,
to prefer employees on the basis of religion (Title VII, Sections
702-703, United States Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended).

400 S. Jefferson

Hillsboro, KS

E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

704 S. Ash • Hillsboro, KS

Applications can be picked up at 
704 S. Ash or online at

SalemHomeKS.org

Salem Home currently has the 
following position open:

• FT Night CNA
• PT/FT Evening CNA

Election Clerk
The Marion County Clerk is ac-
cepting applications for an
Election Clerk.  Must be well
organized and extremely detail
oriented. Position involves as-
sisting citizens in office, main-
taining voter registration and
election records, tracking and
complying with election dead-
lines, creating ballots, working
with every aspect of elections
and other duties as assigned.
1-3 years office experience re-
quired including Microsoft
Word & Excel. Receptionist du-
ties include multi-line tele-
phone.  Must have a positive
attitude, be able to work inde-
pendently and handle stressful
situations with professional-
ism.  Election experience pre-
ferred.  Apply at the Marion
County Clerk’s Office:  200 S.
Third St., Marion, KS.  620-
382-2185. coclerk@marion-
coks.net.  Open until filled.
EOE.

is looking for a certified
water aerobics instructor
for the 2016 pool season. 

E-mail recreation@
cityofhillsboro.net

or call the HRC office at 
620-947-3490.

The Hillsboro 
Recreation 
Commission

HELP WANTED
2nd Shift Packer
4:00pm - 12:00 am

2nd Shift Maintenance
4:00pm - 12:00 am

3rd Shift Packer
12:00am - 8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

BETHEL COLLEGE - North Newton, KS, seeks a 

Director of Alumni Relations 
Responsibilities include coordinating social events and 
communications with college’s alumni. Qualifications: 

interpersonal, public presentation, organizational 
management, and technology and database skills tracking

alumni milestones; goal oriented; ability to travel; familiarity
with Bethel constituency; bachelor’s degree required.  

Submit resume, cover letter and three professional refer-
ences to Pam Tieszen, Vice President for Advancement,

ptieszen@bethelks.edu.  
See full job description at www.bethelks.edu. AA/EOE

Agri Trails Coop is currently seeking candidates for 
an opening at its Tampa location:

• Custom Applicator 

Successful applicants will demonstrate 
dependability, customer service orientation

and positive work outlook.
Contact Human Resources at 

785-366-7213 or cweis@agritrails.com for
details on how to submit an application. 

We offer competitive wages, excellent benefit package 
and flexible work environment.  

Marion-Florence USD 408 is
taking applications for

Bus Driver Positions for
the 2016-2017 school year

Successful candidates will be

required to have or obtain a 

Commercial Driver’s License

and must pass the district’s

drug and alcohol test.  The dis-

trict will pay for training for the

CDL and wages will be earned

during training.  Benefit pack-

age is available. Interested in-

dividuals should contact the

Central Office, 101 N. Thorp,

Marion, 620-382-2117 for 

information or apply online at

https://usd408.tedk12.com/hire

.  USD 408 is an equal educa-

tional opportunity agency.

MCN

MCN

TEACHER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

The Teacher Education Department Administrative Assistant
(1) Manages Education Program Data Bases; (2) provides student

assistance to navigate Education programs; 3) develops, maintains

and disseminates credential files; 4) coordinates Field Experience

placements; and 5) provides support services to Education Unit.

Qualifications: A.A. in Office Management or commensurate ex-

perience preferred. Experience in word processing, database pro-

grams and use of various office machines required. Must be detail

oriented, well organized and a self-starter. Familiarity with local pub-

lic and private schools a plus. Commitment to advancing teaching

and learning in the context of a Christian liberal arts college is es-

sential.

Beginning Date: July 1, 2016
To Apply:Candidates are requested to submit a letter of applica-

tion and resume to: Tabor College, Ruth Funk, Executive Assistant

to the Vice President of Business & Finance submit via email to

ruthf@tabor.edu  Email submissions preferred.

Closing Date: Until filled.

Tabor College is a Christian liberal arts institution with a
mission to prepare people for a life of learning, work, and
service for Christ and is kingdom. The successful candi-
date must be in agreement with the mission of Tabor
College. Imp: /.

Women and Minority candidates are strongly encour-
aged to apply.
Tabor College is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Ac-
tion Employer. As an educational institution operating
under the auspices of the United States Conference of
Mennonite Brethren Churches, Tabor College is permitted, and reserves the
right, to prefer employees on the basis of religion. (Title VII, Section 702-703,
United States Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended).

400 S. Jefferson

Hillsboro, KS



The rest of the state
may be surprised by
the takeover of the

Newton girls sprinters.
But this is the moment
Railer head coach Tad
Remsberg has been wait-
ing for.

“Every one of our
sprinters has been part of
our youth track program,”
Remsberg said. 

“So some of them I’ve
known since they were
first, second, third
graders. I have watched
them evolve and develop,
and I knew we were going
to have a good group com-
ing in. I knew coming into
this year that I had a re-
ally special group, and I
have been looking forward
to it for a long time.”

With a group including
one junior, two sopho-
mores and two freshmen,
Newton is coming to your
meet to dominate your up-
perclassmen.

As individuals on the
track, they are all among
the best in the state. 

In the 100-meter dash,
freshman Kalli Anderson
has the best 5A time in
the state with a 

12.06. Sophomore Sa-
vannah Simmons has the
third best time with a
12.37 and junior Jen 

Andres sits at No. 5
with a 12.60.

Simmons and Anderson
sit at No. 2 and No. 3 in
the state, respectively, in
the 200.

Sophomore Taylor
Antonowich has the No. 3
time in the 400, and
freshman Maggie 

Remsberg is No. 3 in
the 100 hurdles.

When it is time to go to
the podium to be adorned

with medals, the top is
full of Railers. 

Put these runners to-
gether in a relay and the
early result has been ter-
rifying.

With a 48.15 at Cam-
pus, the Newton 4 x 100
relay got a time that will
break a 5A state record if
it is duplicated at the
state meet at the end of
May.

The 4 x 400 has put up
the second best time in
the state this year.

“It is just really fun to
be winning all of the
races,” Andres said.

As this young group
stormed on the scene, the
competition they see
every day in practice,
pushing each other, pre-
pares them for any chal-
lenge waiting at a meet.

“You have a lot of team
competition going on,”
Simmons said. “If you
don’t have anyone on the
team to push you, then
you wouldn’t necessarily
know what to do in a meet
if it’s a close race.”

As a young crew, the
magnitude of the accom-
plishments fall where
they may as the 

Railers just have fun
pushing each other to the
limit. And what is usually
a heaping dose of intimi-
dation running against
older competition has
been replaced with the joy
of building an impressive
wake of upperclassmen
left in the dust.

“It is really great, be-
cause you see all these
other teams with seniors
and everything, and we
are just like, ‘Yeah, we
are so young, and we’re
still beating everyone,’ so
it’s really fun,”
Antonowich said. “And we
are going to continue
doing that through the
years because we are so
young. We just kind of
look around like, ‘Yeah,
we are younger than you
and we can still hang with
you guys,’ and that is re-
ally something that we
are proud of.”

What these girls lack in
age, they are making up
for with droves of hard
work sacrificed to some
lofty goals. 

Anderson has never had
a chance at the state
track meet in Wichita.
But if she gets there, she

has a time in mind that
could make it 1 for 1 on
the biggest stage in the
100.

“I want to break a 12,”
Anderson said. “I want to
get an 11, probably 11.90
is what I want to shoot
for. I’ve run an 11.95 be-
fore.”

In an event where hun-
dredths of a second mat-
ter, there is no room for
error. From the start
through every stride to
the finish line, everything
counts. It takes supreme
concentration.

“I get really, really
nervous before a race, but
once I get into my blocks,
I try to get into the zone,”
Anderson said. “I take
deep breaths. I look down
my lane, and then I look
down at the line in front
of me and I’m OK. This is
it. This is what I am going
to do.”

With so much individ-
ual success all over the
podium, the relay teams
are void of one superstar,
anchoring to carry the
group at the end. The
Railers have an anchor

April 28, 2016
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Kalli Anderson blazes a 100-meter practice race with Taylor Antonowich on the outside lane. BELOW: Left to right: Taylor Antonowich,
Kalli Anderson, Savannah Simmons and Jen Andres walk a cool-down lap while Maggie Remsberg gets ready to practice a 100-meter hurdle
start.

Kickin’
it

The future is now for young Railer sprinters
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF

michael@harveycountynow.com

Railers find plenty
of competition in
inter-squad cup

On the practice green at the Hesston Golf Course,
tensions are running high for the matches about to
take place. Tanner Pauls is threatening to fire golf
balls at Hunter 

Lujano on the course. Lujano laughs at the idea of
Pauls clubbing down as he got closer 

in his charge.
“No,” Pauls said. “I’m hitting a punch 4-iron at

you.”
They are going out to the first tee, but this isn’t

just another practice round. It is the Newton High
School version of the Ryder Cup. And it matters.

It started when current head coach Joanie Pauls
came up with the idea when she was coaching the
junior varsity team. 

“She would play Ryder Cup all the time,” Tanner
Pauls said. “So then when she took over the varsity,
we had this huge break and I suggested to her that
we do something fun and she did Ryder Cup.”

This year, team captains Hunter Kerr and Michael
Dinneen chose the sides.  Coming into the alternate
shot matches, Team Kerr was down a couple of
points, but picked one up with a forfeited match.
With Kerr and Pauls taking on Dinneen and Max
Brenneman, the difference between a win and a loss
was a two-point lead for Team Dinneen and a tie.

“It gets pretty heated,” Joanie Pauls said. “We usu-
ally let two of the seniors pick teams and then they
go through figuring out what the matches are going
to be and who is going to be against who. And there
is a lot of pride that they feel in those. Yeah, it can
get a little heated at times, but there is a lot of pride
in winning that.”

Simulating the pressure of a golf tournament is
next to impossible. A swing perfected on the range
can be thrown out the window when an adrenaline-
fueled accelerated heartbeat is added to the equation.

But with the inter-squad match play, the Railers
have found a way to practice with pressure while
having fun along the way.

“It is similar,” Tanner Pauls said about the pres-
sure of Ryder Cup compared to a varsity tournament,
“because you still have these putts that are pressure
putts. If you go out and play, you just don’t have
that. You are also trying not to let your team down
like in tournaments. It is probably about as close as
it has got in practice.”

After winning the first hole, Dinneen fires a shot
out of the rough that attacks the pin. He and Brenne-
man are poised to take the first two holes. 

But the freshly aerated greens provide a putting
challenge, leaving the door open for Kerr and Pauls.

Team Kerr squares the match where things are
locked through the sixth hole.

With three holes to play, Kerr and Pauls win the
seventh and eighth holes ending the match and tying
the tournament going into the singles matches. 

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF

michael@harveycountynow.com
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Team captain Michael Dinneen tees off at the third hole in Hesston
during the Newton High Ryder Cup.

See GOLF / 13

See SPRINT / 13

Railers use extra innings
to split with Derby

It was better—and
certainly more dra-
matic—late than never
for the Newton High
baseball team after scor-
ing two in the seventh
and one in the eighth to
win Game 2, 3-2, against
Derby and earn a split.

The win came on the
heals of a tough loss in
Game 1, falling to the
Panthers 3-1 in spite of
holding Derby to two
hits in the game.

In the second game,
the Railers returned the
favor, scoring three runs
on two hits themselves
to get an extra-inning
win.

Derby took an early
lead in Game 2 with a
run in the bottom of the
third to go up 1-0.

Trailing by a run and

down to its final out,
Newton got a timely con-
tribution from Brogan
Owens. With a two-out,
two-RBI single in the
seventh, Owens drove in
Chazz Martinez and
Jacob Lindenmeyer to
take a 2-1 lead.

Derby extended the
game in the bottom of
the seventh with a run
to force extras tied at 2-
2.

But the Railers made
the Panthers pay for a
lead-off walk followed by
a series of mistakes.
Cole Koerner got a free
base to start the eighth
and made it to second on
a wild pitch. Kyler
Sweely put the ball in
play and forced a Derby
error that brought Ko-
erner in to score the
game-winning run. 

Aydan Rolph went
seven innings, giving up

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF

michael@harveycountynow.com
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NHS swimmers dominate in El Dorado

After winning two out
of the three relays and
finishing at or near the
top with multiple swim-
mers in the individual
events, the Newton High
School swimmers domi-
nated in a team victory
at the El Dorado Invita-
tional.

Once again, the
Emily’s led the way for
the Railers. Emilie
Holler and Emily Robin-
son brought home three
first place medals
earned in El Dorado.
Emily O’Meara picked
up two.

Both the 200-yard
medley relay and the
400 freestyle relays took
first place. Holler,
Robinson and O’Meara
were on both winning re-
lays with Courtney
Mellinger in the 200
medley and Jessi Stucky
in the 400 free.

Holler took first place
in the 500 free, and
Robinson took an indi-
vidual first in the 100
breaststroke.

The Railers were espe-
cially strong on the div-
ing board, taking three
out of the top four spots.
Carli McLoud won the
event with Newton
teammate Kailey Nay-
smith behind her in sec-
ond place. Naomi Kuhn
took fourth.

El Dorado 
Invitational Results:

200 Medley Relay
1. Newton (Emilie Holler,
Emily Robinson, Emily
O’Meara, Courtney
Mellinger), 2:04.29; 8. New-
ton (Lydia Deckert, Erica
Beebe, Kara Peaney, Court-
ney Spreier), 2:16.87.

200 Freestyle
3. Erica Beebe, 2:18.97; 5.
Nadia Montelongo, 2:24.67;
7. Allison Hershberger,
2:28.81.

200 Individual Medley
3. Jessi Stucky, 2:38.87; 5.
Kara Peaney, 2:48.88; 12.
Jenna Baldwin, 3:15.00.

50 Freestyle
3. Emily O’Meara, 27.63; 6.
Courtney Mellinger, 28.28.

1-Meter Diving
1. Carli McCloud, 240.35; 2.
Kailey Naysmith, 212.80; 4.
Naomi Kuhn, 128.80.

100 Butterfly
3. Kara Peaney, 1:14.20; 6.
Emily Robinson, 1:16.19; 9.
Cheyanne Suter, 1:26.89.

100 Freestyle
2. Courtney Mellinger,
1:01.62; 10. Courtney
Spreier, 1:05.28.

500 Freestyle
1. Emilie Holler, 5:55.50; 3.
Emily O’Meara, 6:04.97; 4.
Courtney Spreier, 6:16.09.

100 Backstroke
5. Lydia Deckert, 1:13.6; 9.
Nadia Montelongo, 1:16.72;
15. Cheyanne Suter,
1:23.06.

100 Breaststroke
1. Emily Robinson, 1:16.66;
4. Erica Beebe, 1:22.23; 10.
Jessi Stucky, 1:25.14.

200 Freestyle Relay
4. Newton (Courtney
Mellinger, Courtney
Spreier, Jessi Stucky, Emi-
lie Holler), 1:56.63; 7. New-
ton (Nadia Montelongo,
Abby Hatch, Allison Hersh-
berger, Kara Peaney),
2:04.37.

400 Freestyle Relay
1. Newton (Emily O’Meara,
Jessi Stucky, Emily Robin-
son, Emilie Holler) 4:10.56;
5. Newton (Erica Beebe,
Lydia Deckert, Allison Her-
shberger, Nadia Monte-
longo), 4:33.39.

Team Scores
1. Newton 521.5; 2. Campus
423; 3. McPherson 251.5; 4.
Field Kindley 215; 5. Inde-
pendence 203; 6. Wichita
Collegiate 191; 7. El Dorado
169; 8. Parsons High 90; 9.
Independent 71; 10. Rose
Hill 52.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF

michael@harveycountynow.com
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Specials Include: 
Monday- Friday   

Soup/Sandwich Combo 
Friday HumMus and Gyros

with Purchase of Gourmet Sandwich 
Expires June 1, 2016

701 North Main St.
Newton, Kansas
(316) 804-4573

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 AM-3:30 PM
                         Sat. 7:30 AM-2:00 PM

Gourmet Sandwiches
Desserts

Breakfast
Fresh Sides Daily

Catering

Evening Hours
Coming Soon!

                         Sat. 7
ri. 7Mon.-F

(316) 804-4573
Newton, K

701 North Main St.

                      :00 PM:30 AM-2   Sat. 7
:30 PM:30 AM-3ri. 7

(316) 804-4573
ansasNewton, K

701 North Main St.

                                                                                                              

Expires June 1
urchase of Gourmet Sandwich with P

                      

, 2016Expires June 1
urchase of Gourmet Sandwich 

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.comOPEN SUNDAYS!!!

You had better get off the tracks
One of the hard parts

about taking this job
was coming from cover-

ing sports in McPherson. With
the Bullpups, you mark state
competitions on your calendar
in pen. The possibility they
won’t make state is what you
tentatively plan for in a proba-
bly-not-going-to-happen way.

I am talking every sport, in
every season.

The editor and the folks in
sales were always asking me if
I thought any teams would
make it to state.

Yeah, guys. All of them are.
Moving forward, how about I
just tell you who is not going?

It was something I took for
granted, starting with the vol-
leyball team in the fall. At the
state tournament, to hear re-
porters talk about one of
McPherson’s players as the
best hitter they had seen all
year, it jarred me into reality. I
went from, “yeah that is just
what she does” to “I am com-
pletely spoiled.” But, in New-
ton, you well know what that is
like on the volleyball court. The
couple of matches Newton had
with McPherson were as enter-
taining and evenly matched as
it gets.

I think I saw more AVCTL
running clock mercy rule bas-
ketball games than finishes
closer than 30 points in the

Roundhouse. It was like
watching and cheering for the
lions at the Roman Coliseum.

As I walked away this
spring, I was leaving behind a
baseball team returning all
but two players from a state
runner-up season last year. It
is a group fun to watch in
many of the same ways the
Royals are fun to watch. They
put the ball in play and keep
the line moving, while making
fantastic plays all over the di-
amond defensively to back up
solid pitching.

It was hard to walk away
from.

But on one of my last days in
McPherson, I covered the
Bullpups’ soccer game against
the Railers in the McPherson
Invitational. What I was begin-
ning to see in that game was a
wealth of ferocious competitors
for me to cover right here in
town.

Like the McPherson baseball
team, the soccer team returned
nearly everyone—in this case,
all but one—from a state run-
ner-up team a year ago. They
will have a great opportunity
to finish the job this year in
late May. 

And albeit Newton is a big-
ger school, but the Railers
made them look pretty aver-
age. My first thoughts watch-
ing Brookelynn Entz play the

game was that it looked like it
was being played on a sheet of
ice and Entz was the only one
who brought skates. With
McPherson doing a fantastic
job of keeping her in check,
however, the Railers showed
off a deep bench, with Izzy
Saenz scoring goals and a
seemingly unbreakable defense
in a 5-0 win. A week ago, the
team at one point held a 3-0
lead over the No. 1 overall
team in the state, Maize. The
Eagles had only given up three
goals in the seven previous
games this season combined.

As Newton girls soccer was
the introduction, it certainly
goes much deeper this spring
for the Railers.

On the track, I knew about
Payton Roberts. Everyone
knows about Payton Roberts. I
shot photos of her launching
the discus at state last year.

What I have found with this
girls team on the track is noth-
ing short of terrifying for the
5A field for years to come. 

Jen Andres is the elder
statesman of the sprinters as a
junior. Sophomores Savannah
Simmons and Taylor
Antonowich, along with fresh-
men Kalli Anderson and Mag-
gie Remsberg, are taking down
some of the best in the state
and seem poised to make
Cessna Stadium a home away
from home.

Stay tuned in this publica-
tion for more from me about
some brilliance on the boys
side of track and field as well.
They, too, have some athletes
who could most likely beat me
in a footrace. 

On the tennis courts, I cov-
ered the McPherson boys win-
ning a state title last spring. It
looks like I have a real good op-
portunity to do the same for
Newton this spring. The Rail-
ers are sitting at No. 2 in the
state and are trying to win
some hardware at the state
tournament at Maize South
this year.

Senior leaders Adam Ford
and Shawn Bontrager have
taken the reins and have the
Railers piling up team wins
with the postseason coming
next week.

In the pool, if you are not an

Emily from Newton, you are
probably not going to win. Emi-
lie Holler, Emily Robinson and
Emily O’Meara look more com-
fortable racing in the water
than I do walking to my refrig-
erator on land.

Bat and ball sports? Well,
this spring has been a fight.
But in a single elimination
postseason, anything can and
does happen. I always refer
back to the 2010 Douglass
Bulldogs whenever someone
asks me to predict how state
will play out. I don’t know.

In 2010, with 10 people on
the roster, Douglass beat No. 1
Wichita Collegiate in the re-
gional semifinals before beat-
ing the next team up in the
rankings, Medicine Lodge, to
advance to state. At state, the
Bulldogs beat top-seed
Doniphan County in the first
round and ended up taking
fourth place in the state with a
sub-.500 final record.

Anything can happen on a di-
amond in a single elimination
tournament.

May is around the corner,
and it should be a fun one in
Newton.

Mike Mendez is the sports ed-
itor for Newton Now. He can be

reached at michael@harvey-
countynow.com or 316-281-

7899.

DROP THE MIKE

MIKE MENDEZ

every leg, leaving opponents in the dust.
As every leg makes massive contributions to the

race, there is a pride that comes with being a member
of the relay as well. 

“I think that is even better that way, because we all
know it’s each of us that are doing it,” 

Maggie Remsberg said. “It’s not just one person. We
are all putting the work in. It’s helping with that win.
I almost feel honored because these girls are so good,
and I am competing with them. It can be hard some-
times, because they are so fast, and it makes you not
feel as fast. But I know it is making me better and
everyone else, and I am just happy they are on my
team.”

With the final month of the season, Tad Remsberg is
happy they are on his team as well.

“It is very unusual to have this many quality sprint-
ers like we do this year,” Tad 

Remsberg said. “I think we train a little bit different
than other teams, and the way we focus on our sprint
work is a little different. But they are just fast.”

SPRINT
From Page 12

MIKE MENDEZ/
NEWTON NOW

Taylor Antonowich,
left, and Jen Andres
take part in a 100-
meter practice race
Monday, April 25, at
Newton High School.

“We knew going down
3-1 going into singles was
going to be hard,” Kerr
said. “So, just trying to
put a number up and try
to play our best. We
played a little bit different
where we would hit each
other’s tee shots. So he
drove the ball really well

and put me in good
enough positions to get it
close enough for him to ei-
ther chip it close or putt it
close so I could finish. Or I
could put it close enough
for him to finish.”

As the competition
plays itself out over the
course of the Newton
practices, the pride and
tension can be a lot for the
players to handle. But the
hope is that the pressure

will form a diamond out of
the team. Following the
experience, the idea is for
the team to have come 

together in order to
charge into the postseason
as a singular unit forged
in friendly competition.

“It is just kind of a team
activity,” Tanner Pauls
said. “Usually we are not
really angry at each other
after it.”

GOLF
From Page 12

PHOTOS BY MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Hunter Lujano follows through on a tee shot at the third hole in Hesston during the Newton High Ryder Cup. ABOVE
THAT: Max Brenneman chips to the sixth green at Hesston during the Newton High Ryder Cup match play challenge. TOP
RIGHT: Newton captain Hunter Kerr tees off at the sixth hole in Hesston while match play teammate Tanner Pauls watches. 



Newton Presbyterian
Manor will host “Creative
Solutions for Low Vision
Challenges,” a health edu-
cation seminar, at 2
p.m.Thursday, April 28,
in the Manor Library,

1200 E. Seventh.
Andra Mies, COTA, a

low-vision specialist from
Envision Inc., will pres-
ent. The public is wel-
come.

“We appreciate our
partnership with Envision
Inc. and their willingness

to share their research
with the Newton commu-
nity,” Noelle Dickinson,
marketing director, said.

“Creative Solutions for
Low Vision Challenges” is
part of Newton Presbyte-
rian Manor’s Just Ask se-
ries, a free, ongoing,

life-long learning program
featuring information
from local, regional and
national experts on topics
of interest to older adults
and their families. For in-
formation about the ses-
sion, contact Dickinson
at (316) 283-5400, 

It was a tough trip
south for the Newton
High softball team, falling
in both ends of a double-
header 14-2 in Game 1
and 16-1 in Game 2

against Derby.
The Railers took an

early lead in the first
game, striking in the sec-
ond inning with a sacri-
fice from Abigail Harder
to score Kyndal Bacon.

But the one run didn’t
last long. 

The Panthers scored 11
unanswered, with four in

the second and seven in
the third, to take an 11-1
lead. 

Newton scored again in
the fourth inning with a
Maria McGonigal line
drive over the fence in
center to cut the lead to
11-2.

But it was too little, too
late. 

Derby added three in
the bottom of the fourth to
get a 14-2 run-rule win
after five innings.

The struggles in the
field and at the plate con-
tinued in Game 2. 

The Railers took the
lead first again with a Mc-
Gonigal triple to score
Emily Peaney. 

But three in the bottom
of the first, followed by a
10-run third, paved the
way for a 15 after three
run rule with three more
in the fourth.

Newton’s home double-
header against Campus,
scheduled for April 26,
was rescheduled for Fri-
day, May 13.

It was another
strong day for the
Newton High track
team as the Railers
competed at the Cam-
pus Invitational. 

Among the strong
performances was a
time in the girls 4 x
100-meter relay that
would be good enough
for a state record at
the state meet in Wi-
chita. Newton came in
first place with a
48.15, beating Wichita
East’s 48.29.

The Railer boys had
three top-five finishes
in the shot put, with
Josh Fulmer and Aiden
Mills going one-two in
the event and Jackson
Forest taking fourth.
Fulmer also won the
discus.

There were also
three point scorers in
the javelin, with Bren-
dan Powell taking
fifth, Jackson Forest
taking sixth and Wyatt
Dickinson taking sev-
enth.

On the track, the
Railers picked up big
points in the 1,600,
with Robert Loeffler
winning and Garrett
Mick taking second.
The 100 was also fruit-
ful, with Kade Rems-
berg winning the event
and Landon Moore tak-
ing seventh.

For the girls, the 100
provided a ton of points
as usual. Kalli Ander-
son and Savannah
Simmons took second
and third, with Jen An-
dres’ fifth place finish
making it three Railers
in the top five.

Maggie Remsberg
picked up a first place
finish in the 100 hur-
dles.

On top of getting a
time good enough for a
state record in the 4 x
100, the Newton girls
got a win in the 4 x 400
as well.

Payton Roberts led
the way in the field,
winning the shot put
and discus events.
Katie Reed took third
in the discus for New-
ton and Brooke
Lachenmayer took
fourth in the shot put.
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$10 off service call 
with this ad

Bown-Corby School House
Apartments for Rent

Need new tenants for 
apartments with prices 

ranging from $300-$695 and 
all utilities are included in 

the monthly rent!

Call 316-630-8002 or  316-207-1866 or visit our website 
at http://www.realpropertymgtwichita.com

for more information.

2-bed, 1-bed and studio
apartments!

412 N. 2nd • Marion

Harder Family
Construction

Building in Sand Creek Station, 
Stone Creek Estates, Newton & 
surrounding cities & counties.

building 
energy 

efficient
homes

New hhome cconstruction ssince 11974 

Home Insurance 
Tailored For You.

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

two earned runs on seven
hits. Tanner Arellano came

in and picked up the save
in the eighth.

Newton’s home double-
header against Campus
was rescheduled for Satur-
day, May 7, at 4 and 6 p.m.

BASEBALL
From Page 12

Railer soccer kicks back against Hutch

Newton knew it was in
for a fight against peren-
nial power Maize on April
19. But after giving up a
3-0 lead in a loss to the
Eagles, the Railers
bounced back with a 4-1
win on the road against
Hutchinson.

Once again it was
Brookelynn Entz leading
the way with two goals for
Newton, bringing her sea-
son total to an even 20
goals.

Entz started the party
against Hutch with an
unassisted goal followed
by another on a feed from
Aylin Torres to give the
Railers an early 2-0 lead.

After Bekah Tonn
picked up her first goal of
the season, Newton took a
3-0 lead at the half.

The Salthawks scored
in the second half, cutting
the lead to 3-1. But Torres
erased the shred of hope
remaining for Hutch with
a goal from Izzy Saenz to
make it 4-1, Railers.

The win brings New-
ton’s record to 8-3 on the
season.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF

michael@harveycountynow.com
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Brookelynn Entz streaks down the field on a breakaway beating the Maize defense on April 19 at Fischer Field.

Railer athletes
take on Campus

Invitational
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF

michael@clarionpaper.com

Brenneman leads Railers in Salina and Derby

Max Brenneman let nothing stand in the
way of his first high school golf tournament
win on Friday in Salina. With a 74, he beat
McPherson’s Casey Cheek by two strokes to
pick up a first-place medal for the first time in
his career.

The low score led Newton to a second place
finish with a team score of 336. The Bullpups
got a team win with a 327.

Tanner Pauls had a low round for the Rail-
ers, finishing just outside of the top 10 with an
83 for 11th place.

Hunter Lujano broke 90 as well, coming in
with an 88 for Newton. Ryder Cup captain
Michael Dinneen was close behind with a 91. 

Tanner DeGrado finished close to 90 for the
Railers with a 93, while Hunter Kerr turned in
a 97 to round out a tight group of Newton fin-
ishes.

Brenneman went to Derby on April 25 and
stayed on a roll. At the Derby Invitational, he
improved on his Salina score with a 73 to take
second place. The score was a stroke away

from stringing back-to-back wins together, fin-
ishing behind Ryan Walker from Rose Hill
with a 72.

Newton took fourth as a team in Derby with
a team score of 347.

Pauls struggled on the back nine and fin-
ished with an 86 after scoring a 38 on the front
nine.

Hunter Lujano and Michael Dinneen both
shot a 94 for the Railers in Derby.

Next up for the Newton High golf team is a
tournament in Hesston on Thursday, April 28,
before taking on a monster field at Carey Park
for the Hutchinson Invitational on April 29.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
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Newton High softball falls to Derby in double-header

Railer tennis edges Kapaun, gets another team win

The Newton High
School tennis team is
ranked No. 2 in the state
for a reason. And with a
one-point edge over peren-
nial City League power
Kapaun Mt. Carmel at
the Campus Invitational,
the Railers add another
team win to the resume

with the league and re-
gional tournaments
around the corner.

Newton finished with
26 team points to beat the
Crusaders with 25 points.

The senior doubles
team of Shawn Bontrager
and Adam Ford led the
way, taking first in the
No. 1 doubles bracket
with an 8-3 win over An-
dover Central.

In No. 2 doubles, Max

Karst and Jordan Singh
made it to a finals show-
down with Kapaun. Karst
and Singh pushed the
match to a tiebreak but
fell to the Crusaders 8-7
(5) to take second.

Both Felipe Lene and
Tre Kremeier made it to
the No. 1 and No. 2 sin-
gles finals, giving the
Railers competitors in
every championship
match of the tournament.

Lene fell to Zach
Schroeder from Independ-
ence 8-3 in the No. 1
bracket, while Kremeier
lost 8-3 to Kapaun’s Jack
Hane 8-3. 

Newton will go to the
Fairgrounds Tennis Com-
plex in Hutchinson for the
AVCTL League Tourna-
ment on Monday, May 2.
State qualifying will be on
Saturday, May 7, in Val-
ley Center.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF

michael@harveycountynow.com

FOR NEWTON NOW

Low-vision seminar slated for Thursday at Newton Presbyterian Manor

Visit www.harveycountynow.com

Kehrberg to guest conduct concert
NORTH NEWTON—The Bethel College Wind En-

semble welcomes another guest conductor well known
to the community in its final concert of the school
year, which will also include a world premiere.

The performance, featuring Professor Emeritus of
Music Don Kehrberg, will be at 7 p.m. Friday, April
29 (not April 24 as appears on some printed calen-
dars) in Memorial Hall.
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About 350 students attend annual event Saturday at local high school

Chisholm Trail Shopping Center
I-135 Exit 28 • Newton

316-804-4860
Daryl & Patricia Enos, Owners
Open Tues-Sat 10am-5pm All work completed on-site by Patricia!

Find us at our

at Chisholm Trail Shopping Center...

Next to Dress Barn!
Photos • Military Memorabilia • Academic Awards • Just ask!

Special event or occasion?
Let us frame it for you!

your custom framing order!

CLIP &
SAVE

COUPON!

www.heritagehomeworks.com

Remodeling 
 AND Custom Construction  

www.heritagehomeworks.comwww.heritagehomeworks.co

There had to have been
at least 1,000 friends, rel-
atives and others lined
up Saturday night out-
side of Newton High
School in what is a red-
carpet tradition for prom.

Cars and other vehicles
formed a line and
dropped off prom-goers
near the entrance of the

school, as many, many
people took photos of the
students dressed in their
prom finery—boys wear-
ing tuxes and girls in col-
orful gowns.

Bleachers were erected
in front of the school to
allow more people to see
the promenade, and bar-
riers were set up to make
a path for prom-goers to
follow as they made their
way past the crowds and
cameras into the en-
trance to Ravenscroft

Gym, as the sun put a
soft glow on their faces.

One couple, Jaiden
Ochoa and Zach Rober-
son, arrived in a tractor
with a porch swing at-
tached to the bucket that
was lifted high in the air
so the two could sit on
the swing. Another cou-
ple got out of a black
stretch limo. Another ex-
ited from a 1950s vehicle,
and some kids were in a
convertible.

Another couple, Cody

Voges and Alexa Jarrell,
were dropped off in a
LifeWatch vehicle.

“My husband works for
LifeWatch, and the kids
said, 'Hey, can you take
us to prom?'” said Genea
Voges of her husband
Mark, and Mark got per-
mission to do so.

Among those watching
the prom-goers were Erin
Zinn, Abigail Buller and
Marah Frary, who talked
about that they were
going to wear to prom one

day and looked at one
girl's painted nails, while
taking photos with their
phones. They also
squealed with excitement
at least at one point.

The school sold 350
tickets for prom this
year, said assistant prin-
cipal Lisa Moore. The
theme for the evening
was “Arabian Nights,”
and the gym was trans-
ported into a, well, Ara-
bian night. There was an
Arabian-inspired tent-

like structure over the
dance floor and what ap-
peared to be a giant Ara-
bian-themed poster on
the east side. 

Most of the teens were
dancing, and at one
point, there was a rave-
like packed circle of kids,
waving their waves and
jumping up and down.

To a song that goes “To
the left, to the left,” a
large group of kids line
danced, while others
watched.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Promenade!
PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW

CLOCKWISE STARTING ABOVE: Emily Regier
and Landon Moore arrive at prom. • A large
crowd watches prom-goers walk down the
“promenade.” • Nancy Dorrell, second from
left, cuts up the dance floor Saturday night. At
her right is Julian Marshall. • Jaiden Ochoa,
center, and Zach Roberson arrive to prom Sat-
urday night in a porch swing attached to the
bucket of a tractor. • Sandy Tozier, left, takes
a photo of one of her daughters, Jennifer
Tozier, with her date, Bailey Adkins. • Prom-
goers form a rave-like circle. • Jayden Ander-
son and his date, Emma Lissman, from
Denmark arrive. • Newton High School atten-
dees “cut a rug” Saturday night. • Young-
sters, from left, Erin Zinn, Abigail Buller and
Marah Frary enjoy watching the public prome-
nade. • Gabe Schrag, left, and Isabelle Saenz
check in at prom.
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Standards Link: Writing 
Applications: Write brief 
expository descriptions.

Invent a 
Creature

Look through the 
newspaper and 
cut out parts of 

different animals 
to create a new 

animal. Give your 
creature a name. 
Describe where 

your animal lives 
and what it eats.

What’s black and white and loved by kids all over the world? Pandas, of course! 
Read on to learn about these gentle creatures.

Can you imagine a world without pandas? 
Only about 1,800 giant pandas live in the 
wild today. They are in danger of 
becoming extinct—gone forever. 

 Giant pandas live in the Sichuan 
 mountains of southwest China,   
 where they feed on bamboo.

Pandas are losing their habitat. Giant pandas 
need forests with lots of bamboo to survive. 
These forests are rapidly disappearing as 
humans use them to meet their needs.

Giant pandas need to eat a lot of food every 
day. They eat day and night, constantly wandering 
through the forest eating and eating. Add up the 
numbers along the correct path of the maze to find 
       out how many pounds 
              of food one giant 
        panda can eat 
           in a day.

Scientists debated this for years. About 
20 years ago, a group of experts determined 
that giant pandas are most 
closely related to bears, 
although they are also a 
lot like raccoons.

Pandas are different from 
other bears. For one thing, 
they have eyes like a cat. 
And their front paws have 
an unusual thumb—sometimes called a 
false thumb. This is not actually a thumb, 
like a human thumb. It is a part of the wrist 
bone that sticks out to the side like an 
extra finger.

The largest giant pandas can grow to be about 250 
pounds. Ask five friends how much they weigh. 
Add up their weights. Does it equal 250 pounds?

Baby pandas are itty-bitty bears. They weigh only 
4 to 6 ounces at birth (114-170 grams).

The panda is 
a symbol of 

peace in 
China.

Panda 
eye

Bear
eye

While bamboo makes up most 
of a giant panda’s diet, pandas 
sometimes eat small animals. 
Because of this small amount 
of meat eating, giant pandas 
are classified as carnivores.

Number the 
pandas in order 
from smallest to 

biggest.

A mother panda is about 
800 times heavier than her 
baby. (If a human mother 
with a 7-pound baby 
weighed 800 times more, 
she would weigh 5,600 
pounds. That’s nearly 3 tons!)

The Chinese 
call the panda 

“Da xiong mao,” 
which means 

“giant bear cat.” 
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Standards Link: Life Science: Students know changes 
in the environment can be detrimental to organisms.

Standards Link: Number Sense: 
Calculate sums to 30.

Standards Link: Life Science: Students know there is a variation among individuals of one kind within a population.
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Look at one page of today’s newspaper and 
circle in red all the words you know that 
begin with the letter P.

What’s black and white 
and red all over?

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple 
written directions.

ANSWER: Winnie the pew!
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Find the words in the puzzle, 
then in this week’s Kid Scoop 

stories and activities.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

PANDA

CHINA

MOTHER

HUMAN

BABY

GIANT

BAMBOO

CAT

BLACK

WHITE

BEARS

CREATURE

ZOOS

EYE

FOOD

The noun status means 
the position or rank of 

a person or thing.

STATUS

Try to use the word status 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Sarah lost her status as 
leading goal scorer when 

she broke her leg.

This week’s word:

Which animal do you think 
is the cutest animal in the 

world? Why? Write a 
paragraph to convince other 

children of your opinion.

The Cutest Animal 
in the World

7

Because of its distinctive 
features and its status as 
endangered, the giant panda 
was chosen by the world’s 
largest conservation 
organization as a symbol 
of conservation.

Use these four missing 
letters to fill in the blanks 
to discover the name of 
the organization.

_ OR _ _
_ I _ _ _ I _ E  _ UN _ 

W  L  F  D

Several of these zoos have 
Panda Cams.

About 300 giant pandas live 
in zoos and research centers 
worldwide. Threatened with 
extinction, these captive 
breeding programs are seen 
as hope for the giant panda’s 
survival.

All giant pandas and their 
cubs are on loan from China. 
Agreements between these 
zoos and the Chinese 
conservation organizations 
are helping to preserve these 
endangered species.

Do the math to find out the 
number of giant pandas in 
each of these zoos in 
America and Canada:

Smithsonian National 
Zoo, Washington D.C.

14+8-18 = ____

Memphis Zoo

22-13-7 = ____

San Diego Zoo

9+8-14 = ____

Toronto Zoo

17+23-38 = ____

Zoo Atlanta

38-19-15 = ____

Complete the grid by using all the 
letters in the word BEARS in each 
vertical and horizontal row. Each letter 
should only be used once in each row. 
Some spaces have been filled in for you.

Kid Scoop is made possible by these sponsors: 

If you like this feature and would like it each week,
consider subscribing to this newspaper, 

which provides Kid Scoop to 
requesting classrooms free of charge.

harveycountynow.com/newtonnow

712 N. Main • Newton
316.284.0390

www.EAULILY.com

Open Sunday
afternoons in

December.

Gifts & Toys 
for all ages.

Some 
handmade, 

all well made!
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