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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Kidron Bethel resident Gene Cole gives a hug to her pen pal, second-grader Adalyn Klug, on Monday afternoon
at Kidron. This was after they met for the first time. 

Plans for an office park
came to light at the North
Newton City Council Meet-
ing on Monday.

Local developer Alan
Vogts told the commission
he wants to build a two-
acre office park located
near the intersection of
Northwest 36th St. on the
west side of Kansas High-
way 15 in North Newton. 

Vogts would develop the
two-acre property in three
phases, eventually build-
ing some 13,860 feet of
rentable commercial space
on the parcel if the market
supported the develop-
ment. 

“It's been a long process
figuring out the how and
where of it,” Vogts said. 

Vogts said the first
building phase would cost
between $1.2 and 1.5 mil-
lion for a 4,700-square-foot
office building. Everence
Financial Advisors would
serve as the building's an-
chor tenant. Everence re-
cently moved its office from
North Newton to a tempo-
rary location in Hesston. A
representative at Everence
said at the meeting that if
and when the complex is
built, Everence would
move both offices down to
the new office building.
From drawings provided in
a slideshow shown to the
city commission, there
would also be two other
lease spaces in that office
building. 

Vogts said he had been
working with the company
for more than a year to
build an office building,
but until recently, the
right size of land in the
right location had not come
available.

The parcel was part of
the 10-acre parcel that
once was Graber's Nurs-
ery. Kidron Bethel Village
recently bought the parcel
and then sold a much
smaller parcel to Vogts. 

Developer
reveals 
N. Newton
office park
proposal
� Council asked for 
industrial revenue bonds,
tax abatements.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See DEVELOP / 8

After Adalyn Klug met her pen pal,
Kidron Bethel Village resident
Gene Cole, they found out they

have something in common—German.
Cole's first language was Low German,

and when the two met Monday afternoon,
Klug showed a small gathering of people
how she can count to at least 10 in Ger-
man. Cole said she had to learn English in
a one-room schoolhouse east of town.

Second-graders from South Breeze Ele-
mentary School, a total of 70, wrote let-
ters to Kidron Bethel residents, and the
elders have been working on their letters

back to the kids.
On Monday, Klug asked Cole, “What

year were you born?”
“Hmmm. A long time,” Cole responded.

“1938.”
“I was born in 2008,” Klug said.
That makes them 70 years apart in age.
There were several reasons the second-

grade teachers at South Breeze, Tarrah
Geraci, Amy Torres and Amber Brunswig,
wanted the students to write to Kidron
residents.

“We decided we wanted our kids to do
some pen-pal program of some sort,”
Geraci said, adding they already had done
some activities at Kidron, like put on a
Halloween parade and shared their music

SECOND-GRADERS WRITE TO RESIDENTS

Pen pals through time
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

In the event USD 373 has to cut hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars from its
budget, on Monday night board members
had a preliminary discussion on how that
might happen.

“These are some hard and
unpleasant discussions that
we’re having, and we’re im-
ploring the board to engage
in,” said Russell Miller, as-
sistant superintendent for
human and fiscal services.

The district might have to
make cuts for the 2016-17
academic year, which could

total $700,000 to $800,000.
During the meeting, Miller led a discus-

sion regarding board direction for prepara-
tion of the budget for 2016-17. 

“Given that there are many unknowns
regarding funding for the upcoming year,
it is critical that the board provide some
direction as to factors that administration

See BOARD / 8

Board discusses
cuts to budget,
tax increases

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

USD 373- NEWTON

Miller

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Cooks at Genova Italian Restaurant, from left, Jose Martinez, Alexi Garcia and Mario Balderas, work in the
restaurant's kitchen last Thursday afternoon. 

A few weeks before
Genova Italian Restau-
rant opened in Newton,
manager Rosie Martin
met their first customer,
a man with whom she
became friends after she
found him slumped over
in his truck in the park-
ing lot.

The man, Rich, who
has since passed away,
would be parked in the
lot outside the restau-
rant's door for hours
each day.

“Rich was always sit-
ting outside in his
truck,” Martin said.

Finding him slumped
over frightened her. She
knocked on the truck
window and asked him if
he was OK. He was,
since he just was sleep-
ing. He wanted some-
thing, however.

He followed Martin
into the restaurant and
asked her if they had cof-
fee.

“Yes, we have coffee,”
Martin said she told
him.

So, the two had coffee

Genova has become
popular Italian eatery

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See GENOVA / 8

Community raises money dipping,
ducking, diving 

and dodging - Page 2  

Newton grabs
championship

again - Page 11

See PEN PALS / 8

At the end of a city work session, a
buyer for the dilapidated 815 Main St.
building came forward. 

He said once he negotiated the purchase
of the building he could have a crew up in
little over a week, fixing and stabilizing
the rocks falling onto the roof of Gina's
Hair Studio and Tanning Gallery next
door.

He said he will be able to repair the
building, and eventually it could hold an
apartment on top and an office on the bot-
tom. 

Now time will tell if he can purchase the
building and hold true to his statements. 

The man's name is Mike Baird, a

Buyer comes
forward on
815 Main St.
building

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See BUILDING / 13



During the first-ever
Jailbreak Dodgeball
Tournament, there were
plenty of teams repre-
senting various ages.
Girls in tutus were pitted
against police officers.
Adults played against
teens while lively music,
such as “We Will Rock
You,” set a beat to the
Friday night competition
at Newton High School.

Some teams wore cos-
tumes, like one team who
donned bright orange jail
inmate jumpsuits.

“All of the feedback we
received was extremely
positive,” said Newton
Police Lt. Brian Hall, one
of the event organizers.
“Our hope was to demon-
strate something positive
could come from some-
thing negative, for law
enforcement to interact
with the community in a
non-enforcement capac-
ity, partner with high
school youth to instill a
sense of community and
appreciation for charity,
and teach the members of
student council how to
manage a project.”

The event came about
regarding an incident at
Taco Bell last year where
a Taco Bell employee
wrote the word “PIG” on
food served to the New-
ton police officer.

Hall said the event
raised $5,172 for the
Kansas Food Bank, with
13 teams involving 130
players. There also were
another 100 folks watch-
ing.

Young siblings and
friends were on the team
Can't Dodge This.

“I told them, ‘If you
want to put a team in,
you're going to have to
play against adults,’ and
they were ready to take it
on,” said Audrey Rains of
Newton, who appeared to
be a team leader.

One youth, Jiovani Val-
divia, who was on the
team Taco Nachos, be-
came interested in partic-
ipating after a friend's
mom texted his mom, and
he said, “Yeah, sure,”
about taking part.

In addition, at least a
couple of Bethel College

students were players on
the team called The Im-
petuous. Leland Brown
said he's student teach-
ing at Newton High
School, and a couple of
students asked if he
could play on their team.
They also inquired if
Brown had any friends
who could participate, so
his friend Rashaka Lucas
joined, too.

“It's really fun,” Lucas
said. “I'm actually gonna
student teach here next
year,” adding he wants to
be a physical education
teacher and football
coach, as he's played foot-
ball for Bethel. 

Brown said he took
part to show support for
the students at Newton
and to show a good face
in the community.

Participating teams
paid an entry fee and to
have sponsors. Sponsors
included Heinze Insur-
ance, First Bank of New-
ton, Aimee Monares
Re/Max Real Estate,
Bryan Hall for Sheriff,
Taco Ball, Chad Gay for
Sheriff, Millennium Ma-
chine, Law Office of Tim
Hodge, Harvey County
Sheriff T. Walton, Ex-Cat
Construction, Newton
High School Student
Council, Kansas Food
Bank, Newton Police De-
partment and Taco Bell.

Dodgeball winners
were NHS Jr./Sr. Class,
first; Fist Dumpers, sec-
ond; Balls of Fury, third;
and Dodge House, fourth.

Master of ceremonies
was Ken Knepper with
son Brett Knepper.
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Mennonite
Bakery

Fresh Baked Bread
Cinnamon Rolls

Jalepeno Cheddar Bread

www.heritagehomeworks.com

Remodeling 
 AND Custom Construction  

www.heritagehomeworks.comwww.heritagehomeworks.co

Chisholm Trail Shopping Center
I-135 Exit 28 • Newton

316-804-4860
Daryl & Patricia Enos, Owners
Open Tues-Sat 10am-5pm All work completed on-site by Patricia!

Find us at our

at Chisholm Trail Shopping Center...

Next to Dress Barn!
Photos • Military Memorabilia • Academic Awards • Just ask!

Special event or occasion?
Let us frame it for you!

your custom framing order!

CLIP &
SAVE

COUPON!

brandon@friesentechnologyservices.com  � www.friesentechnologyservices.com

The Newton Now office is now 
a DROP-OFF LOCATION for 
computer repair and service!

Call Brandon today! 800-928-3097

706 N. Main • Newton
During office hours: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Dodgeball tournament raises more than $5,000
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: After master of ceremonies Ken Knepper tells everyone in the audience to scream as loud as they
can, Brooklyn Renner, left, Megan Rice, center, and Jaymie Murry oblige during the Friday night Jailbreak
Dodgeball Tournament at Newton High School. TOP LEFT: Jiovani Valdivia, a member of the Taco Nachos
team, takes part in the tournament. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Members of the Can't Dodge This team line up to start on the first games of the night. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
The Newton Police Department team, from left, Morgan Murphy, Levi
Minkevitch, Morgan Hinz, Joshua Hulse and Mike Carpenter, scramble
to get dodgeballs in the middle of the court.  
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H E A R I N G  A I D S

W. Wichita
8911 W. MAPLE
(316) 260-2315

E. Wichita
4721 E. DOUGLAS

(316) 683-6523

Hutchinson
6 EAST 12TH AVE.

(620) 259-7226

Newton
OLD MILL PLAZA

(316) 288-1278

 nd

 us!

www.beltoneofkansas.com

It�s a quality of life issue.
Good hearing keeps you engaged with  
your family and friends.

FREE
Hearing Consultation

during April 2016

$795 off 
per pair of advanced 

digital aids
during April 2016
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Please check out our multiple 
clearance tables for great values!

HOURS: MON-FRI 7:30- 5:30, SAT. 8:00 - 3:00, CLOSED SUNDAY

NEWTON
316-283-0700

Porter Cable
6 Gal. 150 PSI 

Portable Air Compressor
$127.19
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Oil Change

No Appointments
All Makes & Models 
(excludes diesels)
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Longtime friends win two-mile
canoe race at Paddle Battle

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Nate Dick, left, and David Kreider pose with their canoe after winning the two mile paddle battle race for a
second year in a row. 

For David Kreider and
Nate Dick, friends who
paddle together, stay to-
gether. 

Kreider and Dick came
from vastly different
parts of the country be-
fore they became room-
mates at Bethel College
in the late ’70s.

Kreider grew up on a
creek in Ohio and Dick in
the Canadian North. 

When they roomed to-
gether at Bethel, they
found they had more in
common more than the
fact they both played for
the school's soccer team.

Nearly 30 years later,
the two barreled toward
the finish line on Sand
Creek on Saturday morn-

ing, with no other com-
petitors in sight. 

In matching maroon
and Bethel Soccer jerseys,
the two rowed in tandem,
driving long wooden pad-
dles into the creek, push-
ing their canoe forward. 

The duo won the
event's two mile canoe
race for the second year
in a row with a time of
32:10 beating their time
last year and setting a
two-mile record in the
event. 

Kreider, who works as
a museum technician at
the Kauffman Museum,
said their jerseys were on
loan from the museum.

Event organizers said
they had 43 people sign
up to take part in the
race, which served as a
fundraiser for Heart 2
Heart and the Rotary
Scholarship Fund. 

The event was put on
by the Rotary Club, the
Lions Club and the local
CrossFit gym.

Wes McClellen and
Ryan Jenson placed sec-
ond in the two-mile canoe
race with a time of 36:14. 

For the one-mile canoe
race, Mike Bonner and
Schaeffer Bonner took
first with a time of 19:28. 

Lindsey Knight and
Tonya Lowe took second
with a time of 22:13.

In the two-mile kayak,
Rick Rhodenbaugh took
first with a time of 33:40.
Trevor Bolm took second
with a time of 35:58.

Marc Fitzroy, who runs
the canoe rental service
CaNewton for Sand
Creek, won the one-mile
kayak race with a time of
19:49. Bryan Opalenski
took second with a time of
20:30.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Goodwill to have groundbreaking Wednesday

Goodwill Industries will
hold a ground breaking
for its new store in New-
ton at 10 a.m. Wednesday,
April 20. 

The thrift store, which
provides jobs for those
with employment barri-

ers, will open a retail
store and donation center
located on South Kansas
Avenue, just south of Wal-
Mart, according to a press
release.

The location will also
provide full and part time
employment to 20-25 indi-
viduals. The location “will
also feature a dedicated
space for day services and
job training for people

with developmental dis-
abilities,” stated the re-
lease.

Goodwill seeks to ex-
pand its job training pro-
grams from the current
training location at 3351
Webb Rd. in Wichita,
which is at capacity with
100 participants.

A company representa-
tive said it hopes to open
in late fall.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Parents, staff and com-
munity members are in-
vited to join USD 373 in
helping to develop long-
term goals and strategic
plans for USD 373.

A meeting will be at 7
p.m. Tuesday, April 19, in
the Parish Hall of Our
Lady of Guadalupe
Church, 421 S. Ash St. 

Additional meetings
will be on May 17 and
June 7. Spanish transla-

tors will be available at all
meetings.

For more information,
visit the Newton Public
School website
at www.usd373.org and
select the Vision Planning
tab.

FOR NEWTON NOW

School district community meeting will be on May 17



SUMMER IS COMING
MAKE SURE YOUR 
A/C IS READY
We service all brands, 
commercial and residential

$10 OFF
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ReimerServices.com
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JOIN FRIENDS OF NPL
$10 ANNUALLY
$50 LIFETIME
SUPPORT YOUR LIBRARY!

PAINTINGS FROM LOCAL ARTISTS AVAILABLE FOR SALE

SPRING CLEANING MADE EASY... SPRING CLEANING MADE EASY... SPRING CLEANING MADE EASY... SPRING CLEANING MADE EASY... 

The

difference
is in the

etails

(316) 283-4343
Fax (316) 283-5460

120  E. Broadway
Newton, Kansas 67114

Michael L. Hylton
Licensed Funeral Director

Monument Specialist
Pre-need Counselor

Jackie S. Anderson
Licensed Funeral Director

Monument Specialist
Pre-need Counselor

www.broadwaycolonialfh.com

            

www.broadwaycolonial

Newton, Kansas 671
120  E. Broadway

Fax (316) 283-5460

(316) 283-4343

  

fh.com

14Newton, Kansas 671
120  E. Broadway

Fax (316) 283-5460

(316) 283-4343

www.broadwaycolonial

  

fh.com

316-283-3811

Buy 3 Buffets @ Regular Price 
and get the 4th Buffet FREE! 

Of equal or lesser value. Adult and 
senior citizens on Fri & Sat Evening 

and Sun Lunch w/ coupon.
1 coupon per customer per visit. 

Not valid w/ other coupons or specials .
Expires 4/30/16

FREE BUFFET

www.newtonbreadbasket.com

316-283-3811

Buy 1 Buffet @ Regular Price 
and get the 2nd Buffet 1/2 OFF! 

Of equal or lesser value. Adult and 
senior citizens on Fri & Sat Evening 

and Sun Lunch w/ coupon.
1 coupon per customer per visit. 

Not valid w/ other coupons or specials .
Expires 4/30/16

1/2 PRICE BUFFET

www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Acapulco-217 W. Broadway-Newton

1/2 OFF LUNCH
Buy 1 Lunch Entre & 2 

Beverages, Get 2nd 
Lunch Entre Half Price

(excludes buffet) 
Exp. 4-30-16

20% OFF 
Total Food Bill

(coupon good for up to $10 value)
Not Valid Fridays

(excludes buffet) 
Exp. 4-30-16

FREE APPETIZER
w/ any $15.00 Purchase
FREE Appetizer good for up to $7 

value- Not valid on Fridays
Not valid w/ any other offers/specials. 

Exp. 4-30-16
Acapulco-217 W. Broadway-Newton
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Many attend KidFEST
event at Sunset school

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton Fire/EMS Department firefighter/EMT Thomas Jones, left, talks to Paeton Davis, second from left,
and Caelyn Davis, 5, about going through the “smoke tunnel” at KidFEST. 

Paeton Davis, 6, didn't
seem very eager to take
part in the crawling-
through-smoke simula-
tion Saturday morning
during the annual Kid-
FEST at Sunset Elemen-
tary School.

For the drill, children
were asked to lay on a
pretend bed, like they're
asleep at home, and then
when the smoke alarm
sounded, they were to
crawl through a series of
dark curtains, which was
the smoke, and out a win-
dow to safety.

While Newton Fire De-
partment firefighter/EMT
Thomas Jones talked to
Davis about possibly tak-
ing part, she crossed her
arms and looked at the
ground.

A mom who was there,
Jerrica Englebrecht of
Newton, went through
the course to show her
nieces it wasn't so fright-
ening.

Englebrecht attended
the event for one reason.

“My sister invited me,”
she said.

Some children were
eager to go through the
small smoke course,
while others were not.
Davis eventually went
through with a smile on
her face.

Sarah DeLeon brought
her 2-year-old son, J.J.
DeLeon, to the event, and
Lt. Phil Beebe from the
Newton Fire/EMS De-

partment gave J.J. some
materials. J.J. also got to
try on a firefighter hat,
while looking doubtfully
at his mother.

DeLeon gave a few rea-
sons why they were at the
United Way event.

“Just to kind of get out
of the house and get him
out,” she said, adding
there's not a lot for tod-
dlers to do in Newton,
and she wanted to check
it out.

A number of children
went through the “smoke
tunnel,” Jones said.

“Anytime kids get to
get on the ground and
crawl around, seems like
they had a good time,” he
said.

The local school district
started KidFEST years
ago as a literary-based
project, said Tina Payne,
executive director of Har-
vey County United Way.
United Way took it on
around the time the dis-
trict wasn't going to do it
anymore.

“It is part of our liter-
acy initiative, because
with the age range of
birth to age 8, it hits
kindergarten readiness
and third-grade reading
proficiency,” Payne said,
adding this has a direct
link to high school gradu-
ation. “We believe pro-
moting literacy makes
the county healthier, be-
cause increased high
school graduation leads to
a more capable workforce,
which leads to a healthier
economy. […] With us, it's
all linked together.”

The festival is a good

way for non-profits and
businesses to share di-
rectly with the county
what they provide, Payne
said.

“I'd say we had about
30 booths,” Payne said.

One of those booths
was the Harvey County
Health Department.

“I'm talking to people,
making sure they're up to
date on their immuniza-
tions,” said Tobias
Harkins, assistant direc-
tor/director nursing at
the health department,
adding he also reminded
people for next year.

Also at the table was
Amber Jackson, breast-
feeding peer counselor
and Healthy Start home
visitor, who said she basi-
cally was there to provide
Women, Infants and Chil-
dren Program informa-
tion, as well as
breastfeeding info.

Event sponsors in-
cluded First Bank, Hen-
drickson Chiropractic and
St. Francis Community
Services, Payne said.
Jason High Farm Bureau
sponsored the books chil-
dren received. Volunteers
included board members
and people from Dillons,
Bethel College, Newton
High School and just
from the community.

“If it wasn't for the
board members, this
wouldn't happen,” Payne
said.

About 140 to 150 visi-
tors attended.

“Every city in the
county was represented
except for Burrton,”
Payne said.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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Refer a friend to subscribe to 
Newton Now! After they sign up and 
mention your name, you�ll receive a 

Giftcard for $10 at 701 Cafe 
(formerly Karen�s Kitchen) in the mail.

Simple as that! 

FREE LUNCH when you 
Refer-A-Friend!
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Phone______________________________________________
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Payment: Cash    Check  Card(complete form below) 
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When I was in high
school, I volun-
teered to teach

third grade Bible school.
I naively chose third

grade because I thought
they’d be mature enough
to not get out of hand but
young enough to not be
boring.

I was definitely right
about the second part and
horribly, horribly wrong
about the first.

As a part of the week, I
decided to make home-
made play-dough with the
kids. I always loved home-
made play-dough as a
child, and I figured it
would be a piece of cake.

Let’s fast-forward to the
end of the story: I had a
major mess to clean up in
the church basement (sur-
prise, surprise), but we
did get to play with the
homemade dough, and I
learned some very valu-
able lessons about dealing
with children.

I was reminded of this
moment this week when I
rolled cookie dough for
this week’s recipe. It was
thick and easy to mold,
and I was glad there were
no third graders around.

This recipe comes from
the blog “The Semisweet
Sisters.” You can find the
original at
http://www.thesemisweet-
sisters.com/2015/07/23/va
nilla-shortbread-cookies-
4-ingredients/. I doubled
the vanilla in my version.

Vanilla Shortbread
Cookies

2 cups flour
2 sticks butter, softened
1/2 cup powdered sugar
4 teaspoons vanilla
Beat the butter, sugar

and vanilla together until

smooth.
Mix in the flour until all

ingredients are well-incor-
porated.

Place the dough in the
refrigerator for about 20
to 30 minutes (I got dis-
tracted and left mine in
there for a few hours).

Preheat the oven to 350
degrees.

Scoop the dough into
one-inch balls. Flatten
them with the bottom of a
glass to about one-half
inch thick.

Place on a cookie sheet
and bake 12 to 15 min-
utes. (They’re better if you
don’t let them get
browned around the
edges.)

Store in an airtight con-
tainer.

If you’re looking for
cookies with lots of flavor,
these are not going to sat-
isfy your craving. Even
with doubling the vanilla,

these were very light-fla-
vored. But, true to short-
bread form, they were
nice and crumbly, and we
really enjoyed them.

Joey experimented with
every sweet condiment in
our kitchen and landed on
orange marmalade being
his favorite pairing for
these. My vote was to eat
them with some ice cream
or a cup of tea, but they’re
also pretty darn good by
themselves.

And, as a bonus, you
can play with the dough a
little bit, too. Just be care-
ful if you let any third
graders help you. Things
could quickly get out of
hand.

Lindsey Young is the 
co-owner of Kansas 

Publishing Ventures
which publishes Newton
Now. She can be reached

at 
lindsey@clarionpaper.com

Enjoy a long break with shortbread cookies

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Vanilla shortbread cookies have a very light flavor that would pair per-
fectly with a cup of tea or a bowl of ice cream.

N. Newton police officers honored

Media, law enforcement
and North Newton staff
packed the room Monday
night to witness Newton
Police Officers Jim
Bethards and Colt Pfautz
awarded medals for their
bravery in response to the
shootings in Newton and
at Excel Industries in Feb-
ruary.

North Newton Police
Chief Randy Jordan told
both of the men’s stories.

He said Pfautz was on
duty and responded to the
first shooting at 12th and
Meridian. He then heard of
a shooting further up the
road on Old Highway 81
and responded and then
continued to Excel Indus-
tries when he heard there
was an active shooter at
the building.

Jordan said the police
dash cam recorded Pfautz
asking victims where the
shooter was and then run-
ning toward the building
as shots were being fired.

Jordan said Jim
Bethards, deputy chief of
police, was off-duty as he
responded but threw on his
police uniform and showed
up to the scene and as-
sisted in providing aid and
securing the crime scene.

“I just want to say how
much I appreciate these
guys and their dedication
to this position and Harvey
County,” Jordan said.

Mayor Ron Braun
thanked the men for the
city as Jordan pinned
medals on them. The two
men were given a long ova-
tion for their service. Mem-
bers of the Harvey County
Sheriff's Office and the
Newton Police Department
attended the ceremony.

ETC.

*The city approved a
charter ordinance moving
its elections from April to
November. In 2015, the
governor signed a law that
changes city election dates
from April to November.
The city had to change its
charter ordinance to com-
ply with the law. The
change extends the terms
of sitting commission mem-
bers by eight months.

*The city commission ap-
proved an ordinance
change raising court costs
to $80.

*Mayor Ron Braun ex-
pressed concerns about un-
leashed dogs on Sand
Creek Trail and inquired
about leash laws on the
trail. He said two people,
including his wife, have
been bitten on the trail in
recent years.

Technically, all dogs
must be on leashes in the
City of Newton and North
Newton. But, according to
the meeting, there is about
a 400-foot section of the
trail out of both city limits,
putting the dogs in the
county, which would ex-
empt them from any leash
laws on that part of the
trail.

“I'm registering a con-
cern,” Braun said. “Pet

owners can have their lib-
erty, but people who get bit
can pay thousands of dol-
lars in health costs, be-
cause they usually don't
find the owners of the dog.”

*Commission Member
Paul Harder called for
more oversight of Harvey
County Economic Develop-
ment Inc. North Newton
contributes to the organi-
zation, and Harder said he
wants to have quarterly
meetings to receive up-
dates on what exactly is
going on.

“It seems to we spend
millions of dollars but don't
have enough transparency”
he said. “I think we need to
just be a little more aware
on what's going on.”

*The North Newton
Community fund received
all its applications for this
year’s grants. It has 17 ap-
plicants asking for
$21,000. The fund will dis-
tribute $5,900, with
awards set for June 1.

*The commission meet-
ing lasted about two hours.
Jim Goering was not pres-
ent, as he was traveling.
As of Sunday, he was sail-
ing into the Port of Mum-
bai, and Monday he was en
route to return home to
North Newton.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Newton Police Chief Randy Jordan pins a medal on Colt Pfautz and Jim
Bethards on Monday. Both were honored for their bravery responding to
the Hesston/Newton shooting in February.

The Harvey County His-
torical Museum invites the
public at 2 p.m. Sunday,
April 17, to the film “Preju-
dice and Pride (1965-
1980),” followed by a
discussion led by Dr. Va-
lerie Mendoza of the Amer-

ican Studies Department
at The University of
Kansas. The program is at
the museum, 203 N. Main,
Newton. The short film
documents the movement
of Latino Americans to or-
ganize labor and form a

“Chicano” identity with
hopes of achieving political
equality. The film and dis-
cussion are free thanks to
sponsorship from the
Kansas Humanities Coun-
cil and the American Li-
brary Association.

Latino film discussion to be Sunday  at museum
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Well, I finally filed my in-
come taxes. Huzzah. I feel
like there are a few other

procrastinators out there who were
in the same boat as I this weekend. 

If anybody feels like getting
angry after filing federal income
taxes, I would encourage them to
do some Internet browsing about
the $1 trillion F-35 Fighter Jet
Project, which still isn't opera-
tional.

How we as a country scream and
sweat about spending federal dol-
lars on people and services but
don't freak out about those kinds of
boondoggles astounds me. I guess
blowing stuff up is any easier sell
to us now-a-days.

Regardless, I did manage to
spend another $13 this weekend
for items I could actually see and
feel.

I went garage sale-ing.
What does a fistful of crumpled

dollars get you at the garage sales?
A lot.

I've been running short of forks
at the homestead as they have
grown legs and walked off. They're
probably all having a party to-
gether in some corner of my home
with various missing socks, ear
buds and pens.

Ever try to eat peas with a
knife? You feel pretty silly. Then
you do the dishes.

So, to remedy this problem, I
took to the garage sales and soon
spied a silverware mega set with
dozens of forks and spoons of vary-
ing make and model.  I didn't even
have to haggle with the owner. I
gave her a dollar, and we parted
ways.

I bought a set of pretty neat
dishes for a dollar. Makes acciden-
tally dropping a plate a few
months ago a cheap mistake. 

I picked up a large Coleman
cooler for $2. It was listed at three,
and I haggled. I apologetically ex-

plained to the seller that I was
raised to haggle. 

I didn't have to haggle for a $5
dinette table in good shape I pur-
chased on behalf of my girlfriend. I
felt bad only paying five dollars for
it, especially since its sellers
loaded it up in a pick-up and
dropped it at my house. I threw in
a dollar to pay for gas.

For another dollar I purchased a
pretty cool floating hammock sort
of thing to be employed at the lake
or river or, heck, Sand Creek if I'm
feeling dangerous. 

Another $1 later and I had a
waffle iron.

But my favorite purchase came
in the form of a $1 cookbook
printed in 1992 by the “Tuesday
Morning Ladies' Bible Study”
group of Countryside Christian
Center. 

I love such cookbooks, not just
because they have all sorts of local
flavor to them, such as a vernike I
want to try out.

I love them for the little bit of
history, insight and editorial com-
ments they provide. These people
are everyone’s moms and aunts
and grandmas. I remember my
mother more than once begrudg-
ingly using a recipe from a church
cookbook and commenting, for
whatever the author’s drawbacks,
she did, in this case, have a good
recipe. 

I like tips in the cookbooks such
as a running television (the tube
kind) makes a great place for bread
dough to rise. I love all the various
dishes named after large hotels or
restaurants as a way of providing
something fancy with the down-
home means available. I love that
dishes have names such as “Very
Good Broccoli Salad” to differenti-
ate them from the other women
who might have submitted their
own broccoli salad recipes. 

There's a quiet competition in
such books, a pride in cooking and
an understated belief that their
own family recipes for peppernuts
represents the perfected form of
the craft. 

My cookbook has 15 different
recipes for peppernuts, by the way,
which is pretty much the most
Newton-area thing I have ever
seen. 

I made a Joyce Dreier and Janell
Epps fast pizza crust Sunday night
as I jury rigged my own chicken
cordon blue Hot Pockets. I
wrapped the dough around my fill-
ing, one can of cream of celery
soup, one diced chicken breast, a
slice of Swiss cheese, a bit of flour,
Dijon mustard and diced ham. The
crust turned out better than the
pizza crust recipe I usually use. I
slapped the little pie things on my
new waffle iron. My girlfriend
thought me to be a culinary mas-
termind.

We ate them with my new cheap
forks. 

Joy in this world can come in-
credibly cheap, with a little effort
and the right company.

That is a good thing, because my
taxes will get withdrawn from my
account in a few days. 

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor at Newton Now. He can be

reached at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Happiness can be found at a garage sale

Columns

Editorial

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

Get out and enjoy
Harvey County

On Wednesday, April 6, Adam
Strunk, Bruce Behymer and
I gave a talk about Newton

Now at Life Enrichment, which is a
program for people 60 and older at
Bethel College in North Newton.

Adam talked about how he got
into journalism, and I recall a col-
umn he wrote recently about the
beginnings of his journalism career.
Adam and Bruce were the main
speakers; I didn't talk much be-
cause, well, I'm a bit shy when it
comes to things like that.

These subjects have caused me to
think about why I got into this busi-
ness and how an older editor told
Adam if he went into journalism,
the career would be so encompass-
ing he'd never see his family. 

The opposite was true for me,
however. My job actually allowed
me to attend my children's school
events when they were younger
while taking photos for whatever
community newspaper I worked for.
I attended their school programs
and sports games, always with a
camera in tow. I also was able to
take them out on assignments with
me, if the assignment wasn't during
regular office hours, which was a
plus for a single mom with three
kids. I distinctly recall taking them
to state basketball in Hutch and
them sitting in the stands, being
mostly well behaved.

Basically, the reason I went into
journalism was because I could get
paid to take photos. Taking photos
is one of my passions. I love that. I
love to take photos of people and
thunderstorms. I enjoy taking por-
traits in creative ways, as well as
candids.

After the circa 2008 recession,
things went downhill for newspa-
pers. At another paper at which I
worked, there were hiring freezes. I
was doing the jobs of other people,

as well as my own. We all worked
hard, just like the rest of the coun-
try. Little by little, people in jour-
nalism were getting laid off, and I
was one of those casualties. I took a
break from working for one newspa-
per and got a job in the Alumni Re-
lations Office at Bethel College.
This was a part-time job, so I
needed to supplement my income
with my freelance business, Wendy
Nugent Words and Photography.
My main customer was Kansas
Publishing Ventures, which owns
Newton Now, Harvey County Now,
The Edge, Hillsboro Free Press and
The Clarion.

My love for journalism started
when I was in middle school, when
I wrote an article for our middle-
school newspaper. I don't remember
what it was about, but people really
liked it, and I liked their reactions.
I got positive attention. In high
school, I joined the yearbook and
newspaper staffs. In college, I was
torn between majoring in psychol-
ogy or journalism. I made way bet-
ter grades in psychology, but I
obviously chose the journalism
route, although I still find psychol-
ogy to be quite interesting.

That was back in the day before
digital cameras. I really loved work-
ing in the darkroom. It was almost
like magic, seeing the photo come to

life in the developer tray. I miss
that. I work quite at ease in a room
that's pitch black.

My first newspaper job was at the
University Daily Kansan at The
University of Kansas, where I grad-
uated. While a student there, I
married a guy in Navy ROTC, and
we eventually moved to Key West,
Fla., where I found my first real job
at a newspaper, at the Key West
Citizen. I've worked at a number of
other community newspapers,
spanning a few decades, and I'm al-
ways learning something.

One thing I do enjoy, though, is
being able to visit other's lives, even
though it's just for a small amount
of time. People allow me to tell their
stories. Whether it's about a lively
beekeeper, World War II veteran
who saw the raising of the flag at
Iwo Jima, KU fans cheering for
their basketball team, a teen whose
life was saved by a can of soup, a
youth who likes to do magic or a
young lady who had the same role
in “The Diary of Anne Frank” her
mother did when she was in high
school, I enjoy learning about
other's lives.

Doing an interview, though, isn't
like a normal conversation, because
I take notes. There are usually
pauses while I write down what
someone just said. Sometimes I in-
terject stories about myself. I hope
by doing that, it puts others at ease
so they don't just think they're talk-
ing to a “reporter robot.”

I do enjoy this career, and I'm
hoping it won't go the way of Latin
teachers and the milkman. So I
want to thank you for subscribing.
With your help, we hope to be
around a long time.

Wendy Nugent is the features edi-
tor at Newton Now and the editor of

Harvey County Now magazine.

In the beginning, there was journalism

We hear on a regular basis from people that there's
never anything to do in Newton.

In the next few weeks, if you can't find anything to do
in Newton this time of the year, you aren't looking very
hard. 

The last week had us running all over the place. 
At the dodgeball competition Friday night, high

schoolers dominated all comers, hurling balls and rais-
ing money for the food bank. Saturday brought the
Newton Paddle Battle with intrepid crews racing down
sand creek. 

Across Athletic Park, the Newton Christian Bible
Church had a 5K. 

And across town at Newton High School, the Kansas
State Karate Championship was in full swing. 

If that wasn't enough, KidFEST had entertainment
for the youngsters.

All these events showcase Newton being Newton.
Groups of people organize to do something fun and usu-
ally raise money for a good cause. 

In the next few weeks, the events don't let up. There
will be school choir concerts, athletic events and com-
munity festivals. 

For you antique vehicle lovers, there will be an old
truck show at Newell's on Saturday, April 16.  At the
same time at East Park, the Conquer the Gauntlet Race
will take place with more than 1,200 people signed up. 

For the more artistic crowd, John McCutcheon plays
in concert at Bethel on Sunday, April 17, and the Art &
Music in the Heart of Newton event will be held Thurs-
day, April 21. The Apple Blossom Festival will take
place Friday, April 29. Then comes the annual car show
in May. Those wanting some red carpet action can
watch kids arrive at the Newton High School prom on
Saturday, April 23. The prom starts at 8 p.m., and kids
arrive in various vehicles earlier than that. There’s also
the Woman of the Year celebration at 9 a.m. this Satur-
day at the Meridian Center. Those attending need to
make reservations by calling 316-288-0423.

And if crowds aren't your thing, there's always Sand
Creek Trail for a quick walk. And if you don't want to do
anything but sit back in a chair and relax, both of the
county fishing ponds will be stocked with hundreds of
pounds of catfish on Friday, April 15. 

Check out our community calendar; we try to list
everything we come across. 

Long story short, the weather's warming up and now
is the time to get out of the house if you have a chance. 

Get out, say hi to your neighbors, talk a bit. Enjoy
town. We'll probably see you there.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

CARTOON BY AMY SMARSH-JOHNSON/NEWTON NOW

WENDY NUGENT

CONTACT YOUR LEADERS
Newton Mayor Glen Davis
316-283-8976
glendavis3@cox.net

Newton Vice Mayor Barth Hague
316-283-2785
hague@mail.com

Newton Commissioner Leroy Koehn
316-772-3166
ldkoehn@kpc.kscoxmail.com

Newton Commissioner David A. Ny-
gaard
316-207-7934
dnygaard@cox.net

Newton Commissioner Kathy Valentine
316-516-4691
happyvalentine@cox.net

North Newton Mayor Ron Braun
316-283-7990
rdbraun@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Gregg
Dick
316-283-1366
greggd@bethelks.edu

North Newton Council Member Jim Go-
ering
316-284-0786
sgoering02@gmail.com

North Newton Council Member Paul
Harder
316-283-8262
phhefh@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Ron Rat-
zlaff
316-283-2566
ratzlaff@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Jane
Schmidt
316-283-6251
jschmidt@bethelks.edu

Harvey County Commissioner George A.
“Chip” Westfall
316-283-5360
chipw58@cox.net
Harvey County Commissioner Randy
Hague
316-284-7340
randy@haguespaint.com

Harvey County Commissioner Ron Kre-
hbiel
620-463-2874

74th KS Representative District
Don Schroeder
State House, Room 512-N
Kansas House of Representatives
Topeka, KS 66612
785 296-7500
don.schroeder@house.ks.gov

72nd KS Representative District
Marc Rhoades
State House, Room 459-W
Kansas House of Representatives
Topeka, KS 66612
785-296-7671
marc.rhoades@house.ks.gov

31st KS Senatorial District
Carolyn McGinn
State House, Room 223E
Kansas Senate
Topeka, KS 66612
785-296-7377
carolyn.mcginn@senate.ks.gov

4th US Congressional District
Mike Pompeo
US House of Representatives
107 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6216
http://pompeo.house.gov

US Senator Jerry Moran
US Senate
361A Rusell Senate Office Building
202-224-6521
http://moran.senate.gov

Say what?

The central dilemma in
journalism is that you
don’t know what you
don’t know.

Bob Woodward

WENDY’S WORDS
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Recently, I ran across a yel-
lowed card with my mom’s
favorite chicken casserole

recipe. Hand-written by her many
years ago, it was a rich reminder
of wonderful yesterdays.

When our son Doc was born, I
took countless baby photos. Duti-
fully glued each precious smile
into an album. Special keepsakes.

As kids, we gleefully rode our
bikes through the white cloud
emitted by the truck that sprayed
for mosquitoes. My folks never
considered locking the doors at
night. We knew our neighbors.

The times, as they say, are ever-
changing. 

Now we lock our doors even
when we’re home. Kids’ summers
are tightly organized and struc-
tured. Our recipes and photos are
digitally stored in Google’s Cloud.
We know better than to chase
toxic fumes. 

There is nothing wrong with the
norms of yesterday, until it gets in
the way of accepting better,
smarter ways of doing things
today.

Technology, explosive access to
information, population shifts. Ex-
panded world views, enhanced
mobility, economic demands.
These are factors that change both
the core and the periphery of our
lives and thinking.

Or at least they should. 
How we as individuals and as a

community deal with the in-
evitable changes that lie ahead
will define the strength, growth,
and vibrancy of our community
moving forward.

Most folks in Newton salivate at
the thought of a Freddy’s, a
Kohl’s, or a brew pub. We want

sports fields, a water park, and
additional fun restaurants. New-
ton needs expanded housing op-
tions.

Spoiler alert: these things come
with population growth. 

Newton must be seen as a com-
munity that welcomes new faces,
new developers, and new
lifestyles. If we want young pro-
fessionals to add their creativity
and energy to our community, we
must make them feel welcome and
offer the lifestyle amenities they
expect. 

It has been years since Newton’s
higher-end rental stock was en-
hanced. An apartment project
identified for SE 24th is intended
to expand housing options and
help local businesses recruit entry
level professionals. The property’s
location near I-135, Newton Med-
ical Center, and our new YMCA
seems ideal for both young profes-
sionals and active retirees.  

The news of multi-family hous-
ing to be built near a nice, quiet
neighborhood aroused fear, con-
cern, and anger among some
nearby residents. Apartments are
fine, but “not in my backyard.”  It
is not an uncommon sentiment. I
understand the discomfort.

But Newton is more than a zip
code. We are a community, a car-
ing, evolving community with
boundless potential. Good things
lie in store for us if, together, we
are willing to look beyond our own
property lines to see the bigger
picture of community growth and
prosperity. 

Sometimes “we” trumps “me.”
Imagine Newton without our

bike path. Try to remember our
community without the excellence
of Newton Medical Center. Can
you fathom Newton High School
squeezed into its former location
that is now Santa Fe Middle
School? All of those projects were
almost derailed by good people
who were fearful and unwilling to
accept needed changes.  

Our community is ripe for
growth. How enthusiastically indi-
viduals, civic groups, and commu-
nity leaders respond to new ideas,
support new developments, and
encourage new voices will define
us.  

I love this community and treas-
ure the scores of people I have
known and enjoyed over the
decades. We have a rich history
and proud past that we must al-
ways respect and celebrate. But
our Newton is ready and primed
to take a major leap forward. A
bright tomorrow needs strong
voices and open minds today. Let’s
embrace thoughtful change and
healthy progress. 

Even farm ponds benefit from
being restocked from time to time.

Barb Burns is community ad-
vancement coordinator for the city

of Newton. You can reach her at
bburns@newtonkansas.com

Let’s view change as a good neighbor Guest Editorial
Defending constitution

isn’t always popular

At last count, I had been
knocked out of the dodgeball
tournament on at least five oc-

casions from the seemingly safe spot
where my son and I emceed the
event. And, technically, we weren’t
on any teams…

The first time, when my peripheral
vision caught the motion of some-
thing blurry and orange bearing
down on me, I was able to take ap-
propriate action—moving slightly to
the right so the ball struck me with a
glancing blow.

The rest of the time, I was too focused on the next
thing to say and ended up being smacked in the arms,
legs and once had my hair parted.

Since there were balls of all colors hurtling around
the gym, I couldn’t tell who had tossed that first one,
until I watched one young man directly across from me
lining up another throw.

His wind-up was something often seen in major
league baseball—almost if he had received a sign for a
fast ball, high and tight.  

Then, the release—a bomb over the middle that
wound up somewhere in the third row of the bleachers.  

I chuckled into the microphone and made some off-
hand comment, such as, “Just a bit outside.”

My son Brett and I were there to provide color
analysis, rules and parings through the evening that
featured teams such as “Balls of Fury,” and “Nacho
Tacos.”

Some teams wore matching shirts, while others took
on a more incognito look.  At the time, I supposed it
was almost like a camouflage for those people who may
get confused about where to toss the next ball.

The gig was perfect for Brett and me, because we
both share a love for the sport, ever since we attended
our respective elementary schools, where it was a form
of humiliation to be the last
child standing on his team,
only to be pummeled by 64
incoming balls from the op-
ponents.

In preparation to our
first “team” emceeing, I
even researched the origins
of dodgeball, just in case we
needed to add a bit of his-
tory to an already full
evening of fun.

I found everything I
needed via the Internet,
copied and printed it—
knowing that is always the
best resource for separating
facts from myth.

Dodgeball was actually
first recorded as petro-
glyphs on cave walls
shortly after the discovery
of fire. Apparently, two
cavemen were trading
barbs in their caveman lan-
guage one afternoon when
one took offense to a series

of jokes aimed at his wife. He picked
up a large rock and tossed it at his
friend. The friend, however, saw the
incoming rock, ducked and dodged to
the side. The ensuing minutes were
filled as the cavemen began tossing
rocks back and forth, cleverly mov-
ing each time so he wouldn’t be hit.

While they didn’t realize it at the
time, those two cavemen had actu-
ally developed the main goal of
dodgeball, although, eventually one
of them was hit in the forehead and
literally knocked out and out of the

game.  
Not much changed for thousands of years, until the

Romans built the Coliseum. The idea behind it was to
contain “dodgeballers” in an arena where spectators
could watch and because the sport had transcended
into random games—sometimes played while the oppo-
nent ate, went to work or even slept.

The previous rules had also led to players experienc-
ing forms of stress and ensuing punitive damage law-
suits, because many missed work and sometimes a
well-placed strike with the rock would send an oppo-
nent to that great dodgeball court in the sky.

The Romans transitioned to a steel ball for the
game, although the results didn’t improve for those
who were struck, and the empire found they were
quickly running out of players who were both lucid and
alive.

While history doesn’t specifically point it out,
many believe statistics of dodgeball injury and death
were cleverly covered up as the Black Plague.

Flash forward again to the late 1800s, and with
the invention of rubber by Charles Goodyear, came a
new and more amicable sphere for dodgeball
games—just as Brett and I experienced several times
last week.

So, while we were
each victim to errant
throws intended for op-
ponents, it was good to
be able to walk out of
the gym at the end of
the night with most of
our faculties intact. 

We’re even excited
about our next dodge-
ball emceeing event—
although we’ll ask for
higher position for cov-
ering the action. Some-
where at the top of the
bleachers should do
it…

Ken Knepper, who
counted more than 50
errantly thrown balls
that ended up in the
crowd with the most

random landing three
rows from the top of the

bleachers, can be
reached at Ken.Knep-

per@gmail.com. 

Calling a dodgeball tournament a risky business
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Who’s behind the effort to brand judges as some sort
of dark and meddling “activist judges”?

It seems like there is an organized effort to tear down
our historic government system of checks and balances
by pointing at our supreme court justices - calling them
names and suggesting there is some sort of subversive
behavior within our state’s highest court.

We need to take a step back and remember the lesson
we were taught as elementary school students about our
three branches of government and why it is set up that
way.

It is a three-tiered system, with executive, legislative
and judicial branches.

Three branches, created so each could check the
power of the other.

Ask your kids - they’ll explain it to you.
Maybe we could also let them explain it to our legisla-

tors in Kansas.
The hot button issue at the statehouse lately has been

school finance and whether or not the legislature is
properly funding public education in Kansas.

The Kansas Constitution says in Article 6, Section 6b
“The legislature shall make suitable provision for fi-
nance of the educational interests of the state.”

The Kansas Supreme Court has ruled several times
over the years, that funding plans put in place by the
legislature were not constitutional. It is not the court’s
job to say what specific level of funding would meet
muster with the constitution, they’re only allowed to say
whether a bill’s plan is constitutional or unconstitu-
tional.

The legislature and the Governor have not agreed
with the ruling of the courts in the matter and have
been part of a vocal trend of blaming the court for our fi-
nancial situation.

If they feel so strongly that the court is getting it
wrong, there is a simple way to deal with the situation.
Change the constitution.

The hangup is the wording. What does “suitable”
mean. The court says the dollar amount for suitable is
somewhere above what the legislature wants to provide
to schools.

The governor and the legislature can easily come up
with new wording for a constitutional amendment to
meet their needs. We could change the constitution to
say: “The legislature shall make slightly less than suit-
able provision for finance of the educational interests of
the state.”

A change in the constitution requires a vote of ap-
proval by Kansans. Surely the public would support
that, right? Everyone wants schools to be slightly less
than average, right?

This is the thing about the constitution. It is a docu-
ment put in place by Kansans on how we want Kansas
to be.

The Kansas Supreme Court is required by law to in-
terpret the constitution.

We’re not required to like every decision made by the
Supreme Court.

But they’re not required to make decisions to appease
the rhetoric of the day.

Heck, they’re not even required to like their decisions
themselves - even the Justices could end up voting
against their own beliefs if their beliefs don’t match that
of our Constitution.

So are our supreme court justices not doing their job
properly? Or is there a faction out there trying to cheat
Kansans from receiving the full benefit of our state’s
constitutional intentions?

Activist judges? I’m not so sure.
Judges actively doing their job and protecting us from

those who don't want to support the constitution? That
is the more likely answer.

—By Dan Thalmann, owner and publisher of the
Washington County News

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Ken Knepper serves as master of ceremonies during the Friday night
dodgeball tournament at Newton High School.

Say what?

The purpose of a tax
cut is to leave more
money where it be-
longs—in the hands
of the working men
and working women
who earned it in the
first place.

Bob Dole
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should or should not consider
during the preparation
process,” according to the
board's agenda information.
“Dr. Hamm and Dr. Miller will
be working with the Superin-
tendent’s Advisory Council (li-
censed staff from each building
and classified staff from each
department) and District Sup-
port Team (directors and repre-
sentative of administrative
staff) to review the budget re-
ductions from each building and
department.”

The initial meeting will be on
Monday, May 2, where Superin-
tendent Deborah Hamm and
Miller wish to provide direction
regarding what the board will
consider.

In a nutshell, according to
documents from the district of-
fice, state funding is projected
to remain relatively flat for
USD 373 for the next year. Two
nearly identical bills presented
to the Kansas Legislature
would cause the district reduc-
tions in Local Option Budget
aid. It would revive a “Hold
Harmless” payment to offset the
$453,610 reduction, however. 

The district office document
said that even if the budget
holds flat, the district would ex-
perience a revenue shortage for
the next year. The document ex-
plained costs for things like
salaries, benefits, health insur-

ance, liability insurance and
utilities continue to rise, and
those increases are estimated to
make the district short about
$700,000 to $800,000.

The document stated that
programs in the district have
been asked to create a list of
possible reductions to be made,
ranging from levels of 5 percent
to 10 percent. The Superinten-
dent’s Advisory Council would
then process the ranked reduc-
tions to help decide what to cut
so the district could meet its
targeted budget. 

The other alternative to mak-
ing cuts is to increase revenue,
the document stated. 

The state caps the district's
local option budget (money from
local property taxes) at 30 per-
cent of its overall total budget.
With less state equalization
funds going into the LOB and
instead going into the general
fund, the district's LOB would
drop below its legal cap by 3
percent. 

The school board then would
have the ability to choose if it
would levy more taxes to in-
crease the district's budget, as
they would have the space
below the cap to do so. The dis-
trict document estimated up to
five mills of taxing authority
are available.

The document suggested a
variety of ways to get more
money, including charging addi-
tional fees for various classes to
help offset any shortages. The
district also could begin charg-

ing fees for full-day kinder-
garten instead of half-day
kindergarten.

All of these options will be
available to the board in future
budget discussions.

“Some school districts have
begun to access a fee for an all-
day K piece,” Miller said.

Board Member Tim Hodge
asked if they have to cut
$700,000 to $800,000 or come
up with the money somewhere
else, to which Miller responded,
“Yes.”

“I want to go on record to say
I want to keep what we have or
enhance it,” Hodge said.

“I understand it’s not a great
deal of money, but we’re turn-
ing over lots of rocks.” Miller
said about adding fees.

Another board member, Steve
Richards, said he has concerns
about having an all-day kinder-
garten fee. Board member Carol
Sue Stayrook Hobbs said she
was against it.

“I can’t do this one. Period,”
Hobbs said. “There are families
that cannot support a monthly
$25 fee to their monthly budget.
I can’t. No way.” 

She added that if we value
education as a community and
a country, we should be able to
share the costs because we
value it.

Another board member,
Renee Erickson, said she sup-
ported looking at the district's
spending.

“Our families can’t take any-
more,” Erickson said. “I think

we should look at how much
we’re spending instead of put-
ting the cost on these families.”

At one point, there was a
heated discussion between Er-
ickson and Hodge regarding a
statement Hodge made about
Erickson's past stance on
spending. A couple of times,
Hodge offered to talk about the
matter in private. After this ex-
change, there was an awkward
silence.

Miller and Hamm indicated
they’re looking at possible cuts
if need be, and Miller wanted to
know if there were things the
board was willing to do to keep
cuts from not going as deep.

“I am not interested at this
point in cutting the quality of
education for our students,”
Board Member Barb Bunting
said.

In other business, the board:
*Met in executive session for

28 minutes to discuss person-
nel.

*Approved the consent
agenda 7-0, which includes the
minutes of the March 22 and 23
board meetings, bills, trea-
surer's report, personnel report
and purchase of replacement
laptop computers.

*Listened to a report from
Melissa Carlson, media special-
ist at the Santa Fe 5/6 Center.

*Discussed strategic plan-
ning. “My feeling is we need to
have better conversations,”
Koontz said, adding when they
have one person say the other
person is wrong and another

saying that person is wrong,
what they’re having is debate,
he said. One approach would be
to have a collaborative process,
he added.

There was some concern
about the lack of attendance in
meetings.

“Some variation in the sched-
uling could be a piece of getting
better attendance,” Richards
said.

Board member Matt Treaster
doesn't seem to be pleased with
the company handling the
process, saying, “I feel like
we’ve done two or three resets
already, and it’s frustrating,” “I
feel like it’s very laborious” and
“I don’t feel like they have a
handle on it.” 

“I’m also disappointed at this
point, but we have to move
ahead,” Koontz said.

The next community plan-
ning meeting regarding the
strategic planning process will
be at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 19,
in the parish hall of Our Lady
of Guadalupe Catholic Church,
421 S. Ash St. Additional meet-
ings will be on May 17 and June
7. Spanish translators will be at
all meetings. Parents, staff and
community members are in-
vited to join USD 373 in helping
to develop long-term goals and
strategic plans for USD 373.
For more information, visit the
Newton Public School website
at www.usd373.org and select
the Vision Planning tab.

*Met from about 7 to 9:40
p.m.
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Kidron Bethel said at the time of the pur-
chase of the property that it bought it to
give it future development opportunities.
The sale still leaves it with about eight
acres of the property it purchased. 

The second phase of the project would in-
volve a 3,800-square-foot building and the
third a 5,360-square-foot building. The
phases would be developed as the need
arose, Vogts said. 

“It's kind of a ‘build it and they will come’
project,” he said. “But that's kind of how
these things are.”

To make any of this happen, however,
Vogts said he needed help from the City of
North Newton.

Vogts asked the city to issue $5 million in
industrial revenue bonds and 10 years’
worth of property tax abatements for the
property to make it financially feasible for
him to go ahead with the project. He said,
without the abatements, he would have to
charge higher rents for occupancy of the
buildings, which would prevent tenants
from moving in.

“We believe it's a good option for the city,”
he said, adding that the property as it is
likely generates little property tax revenue.
“Some day what we're presenting would be
a full-taxed property.”

With property tax abatements, the city
would basically not charge property tax or
charge a smaller amount of property tax on
the location for up to 10 years. To qualify
for such  abatements, however, the building
would have to be funded through industrial
revenue bonds (IRBs). 

For an IRB, the city would issue the
bonds. These bonds and their interest come
tax exempt for their buyer, as they are is-
sued by the city. That means the bonds usu-
ally come with a lower interest rate. The
person being loaned the money would then
find buyers for the bonds and make pay-
ments to the buyers. The city would be
given the deed to the property, which would
be transferred to the developer when the
bonds were paid off.  If the developer would
default, the property would then be trans-
ferred to the lender. 

North Newton City Administrator John
Torline said the arrangement brings no risk
to the City of North Newton. 

Here's where the situation gets a bit more
complex, however.

To qualify for an industrial revenue bond,
a building project cannot be retail. Office
buildings would qualify for the IRB, as
would restaurants of all things, along with
industrial project. Any kind of industrial
project seems out of the picture, as the
property is zoned commercial and judging
from the plans Vogts presented.

Right now, Everence using the building
would fulfill the IRB requirements. Vogts is
also seeking to have the full amount of $5
million in IRBs issued before starting the
project. 

From discussion at the meeting, it
sounded like Vogts’ company would then
sell the bonds as it needed them to pay for
each phase of construction. If it decided not
to continue developing additional buildings,
it would not sell additional bonds. 

If Vogts would fill the buildings with ten-
ants that didn't meet the IRB require-
ments, the part of the building they
occupied would become subject to property
taxes. 

Before the city issues any of these IRBs,
it first must have a cost-benefit analysis
conducted. Gilmore and Bell, which acts as
the City of North Newton's bond counsel,
but will be paid by Vogts' company for its
bond services, offered to find someone to do
the study to determine a cost-benefit analy-
sis of the project.

A cost-benefit analysis is legally required
before IRBs are issued. The analysis will
show the economic benefit for the city com-
pared to its investment in the project. 

City Council Member Paul Harder ex-
pressed approval of the project.

“Overall, from my stand point, the city
should be supportive,” he said. “I think we
have some opportunity here.”

To issue the IRBs, the city will have to
sign a letter of intent to issue the bonds and
hold a public hearing about the issuance. 

No letter has been written as of yet, nor a
public hearing scheduled.
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programs. “[…] We have a standard
where they have to write friendly let-
ters,” Geraci said, as well as a charac-
ter education program.

The 7- and 8-year-old students
wrote their letters in March through
social studies about their school life,
and the pen pals are writing back
about what school was like for them
when they were younger.

One Kidron Bethel resident, Fred
Schroeder, wrote two letters back to
students.

“Yes, I enjoyed it,” Schroeder said.
“I think it's always great to get a let-
ter. If you get a letter, you always get
a letter back.”

In addition to writing letters, the
kids also drew pictures.

South Breeze students have visited
Kidron Bethel for years, said Beth
Penner, Kidron Bethel Life Enrich-
ment director.

“The kids were scared of the elders,”
she said. “It didn't happen so natu-
rally. Now the kids go up and give
them a hug.”

When they get letters back from the
Kidron Bethel residents sometime in
April, students will discuss the simi-
larities and differences between school
now and school then.

“Like their school life to ours,”
Brunswig said.

On May 12, students and teachers
will go to Kidron Bethel to officially
meet their pen pals and have a party,
which will include some sort of activ-
ity, Torres said.

“They seem really excited,” she
added.

During the last 26 days of school,
second-grade classes do the letters of
the alphabet. On “F” day May 12,
which will be Friendship Day, the
children will not only meet their pen
pals, they'll also bring them cards

they've made.
Torres said she has students write

to their parents in a journal, and some
have written they are excited about
having pen pals.

“They're unsure of what to expect
[…] 'cause most of them have not had
one,” Torres said about pen pals.

Geraci said Penner put an ad in the
Kidron newsletter and had a ton of
people say they wanted to be pen pals
with the kids, and Penner was able to
fill the need for the 70 youth.

“I think it's really cool the school
community can go into the community
and share what they're learning,” stu-
dent teacher Alley Lehman said. “Just

gives them a different way to learn,
too.”

Lehman said this form of learning
allows kids to make an actual connec-
tion to something outside of the class-
room.

That connection is residents in as-
sisted living, healthcare and inde-
pendent living at Kidron Bethel and
the history they possess.

The Kidron Bethel residents willing
to be pen pals all gathered in a dining
room at Kidron, and they all read the
letters, Penner said.

“Everybody was struck by how
many students said their favorite sub-
ject was math,” Penner said.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Fred Schroeder, right, shares a laugh with second-grader Alec Wald on Monday afternoon. 
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together every day for two weeks, and
Martin became friends with him and
his wife, as she's done with other cus-
tomers. Martin also would say he was
looking after her since, when she came
to work, she was by herself.

“I think I have a guardian angel, be-
cause this guy is watching after me,”
Martin said she told someone. “[…] I
was very sad when he passed away,
and my sister said, 'You have a
guardian angel in heaven now.'”

Martin said some of her other cus-
tomer friends have passed on, including
Barrick Wilson. When Barrick's son ate
at Genova's a few weeks after Barrick
died, Martin asked him how is dad was
doing since she hadn't seen him for a
while. She said the son was silent and
then shared Barrick had passed. Mar-
tin said the restaurant was packed, and
she just started to cry. 

“People are very special to me,” Mar-
tin said. “I'm very grateful I'm a likable
person. […] I'm very grateful to people I
meet, and that really makes a differ-
ence in my life.”

Martin has a reputation in Newton
for being friendly, and the restaurant
has a reputation of serving great food.
Some of their fare includes pastas,
seafood, chicken, shrimp and salads, as
well as homemade desserts like
tiramisu, cannoli crème, strawberry or
chocolate cheesecake, and a Limoncello
cake.

“We have a lot of specials going on all
the time,” Martin said, sitting at a
table in the restaurant Thursday after-
noon after the last lunch customer paid
his bill.

They have several popular items.
“Our most popular is Genova Special,

the Chicken Genova and, of course, the
Linguine Tuto Mare,” Martin said.

They use family recipes, some from
the owner who resides in St. Louis and
some from Martin, who came to Amer-

ica 25 years ago from Spain. The
restaurant also caters to people's diets
and food allergies, creating dishes off
the menu.

“Our food is like homemade food, not
restaurant food,” Martin said, since
each dish is created individually after a
customer orders it.

Customer waiting lines are not un-
common.

“After 5:30, this place is packed,”
Martin said, adding this is why the
restaurant is expanding to the space to
its north. “[…] We're packed all the
time. We're working on expanding on
the place.”

This will allow the restaurant to
have a larger dining area, and Martin
hopes construction will be done by
Mother's Day.

Martin said they have waitresses,
bussers and cooks, with six in the front
and six in the back.

“We like to hire locals,” she said.

She cited one reason for the restau-
rant's popularity.

“Consistency on the food,” she said.
“If you're consistent on what you're
doing, you get 100 percent results
back.”

She said people notice when you
slack off.

Martin must not have slacked off
when residing in St. Louis, which is
where she lived before coming to New-
ton, as she was hired to manage Gen-
ova's. It was the job that brought her to
Newton, and she's resided here since
November 2015.

“Newton really became my home,”
Martin said, adding she has no family
in town. “Newton people make me feel
welcome, happy—welcome like I feel
like I'm at home.”

She said everywhere she goes, people
greet her. 

“Newton is my family pretty much,”
Martin said.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Some of the cooks stand with restaurant manager Rosie Martin, second from right, last Thursday. The
cooks include, from left, Alexi Garcia, Jose Martinez and Mario Balderas. 
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Robert E.
“Bob” Unruh,
86, retired
public music
teacher, piano
tuner/techni-
cian and
postal em-
ployee, died on
March 31,
2016. 

He was born April 11,
1929, in Goessel to Jacob
S. and Sara (Friesen)
Unruh.

Bob began public
school teaching in
Lehigh in 1952 following
his graduation from
Bethel College. He mar-
ried Helen Ruth Jantzen
on June 19, 1953, in the
Beatrice Mennonite
Church, Beatrice, Neb.
Bob and Ruth met while
students at Bethel Col-
lege. Their first home fol-
lowing marriage was in
North Newton. 

In 2006, the Unruhs
moved to Kidron Bethel
Village in North Newton.

Many church and com-
munity activities cen-
tered on music. Bob
directed choirs and sang
in local ensembles. He
enjoyed traveling and
twice fulfilled his dream
of going to Europe. His
sense of humor often

found its
way into
life’s situa-
tions and
conversa-
tion.

He was
preceded in
death by his
parents; his
brother

Eskil Unruh; and sister
Charlene and her hus-
band Marion Stoetzl. 

Survivors include his
wife Helen Ruth; son Jon
Unruh; nephew, Alan
Stoetzl; and niece Eliza-
beth (Betsy) Stoetzl, in
addition to relatives and
friends of both Bob and
Ruth. 

Visitation was April 10
in Menno Hall at Kidron
Bethel Village, North
Newton.

Memorial services
were April 11 at the
Bethel College Mennon-
ite Church in North
Newton.

Memorial gifts may be
made to Bethel College
or to the Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee in care of
Bethel College Mennon-
ite Church.

Friends may sign the
book and read the obitu-
ary online at www.broad-
waycolonialfh.com.

ROBERT E. UNRUH
Wenley “Bergie”

Bergman, 86, of Newton
passed away Tuesday,
April 5, 2016.

He was born to Minnie
(Jantz) and Bernie
Bergman on Jan. 9,
1930, in Durham at the
family home. Wenley
married Florene (Unruh)
Bergman on Aug. 3,
1952, and together they
had two children,
Stephanie and Douglas. 

Wenley was devoted to
his family and will be
deeply missed by many.

He was preceded in
death by his wife, Flo-
rene Bergman; grand-

son, Ryan Bergman;
mother, Minnie (Jantz)
Bergman; and father,
Bernie Bergman.

He is survived by
daughter, Stephanie and
husband Rick Firner;
son, Douglas and wife
Renee Bergman; seven
grandchildren; and four
great-grandchildren. 

Visitation was April
10. Funeral services
were April 11, at First
Mennonite Church of
Newton. Memorials may
be made to Caring
Hands Humane Society
of Newton or Meals on
Wheels.

WENLEY BERGMAN

Stanley I. Schultz Jr., 71, died April 10, 2016, at
his home in Wichita.

Services are pending and will be announced by
Broadway Colonial Funeral Home, Newton.

STANLEY I. SCHULTZ JR.

Sylvia Grosch died on
April 11, 2016.

Visitation will be
from 1 to 5 p.m. Sun-
day, April 17, at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home
in Newton.

Funeral services will
be at 10 a.m. Monday,
April 18, at Petersen Fu-
neral Home. Memorials
may be made out to
“Sylvia’s Memorial
Fund.”

SYLVIA GROSCH

Dorothy
Williams
died on Mon-
day, April
11, 2016.

Visitation
will be from
5 to 9 p.m.
Thursday,
April 14, at
Petersen Fu-
neral Home in Newton
with family greeting

friends from 6
to 7 p.m. Fu-
neral service
will be at 1
p.m. Friday,
April 15, at
First Baptist
Church in
Newton. Me-
morials may
be made to

First Baptist Church of
Newton.

DOROTHY WILLIAMS

JoAnn Brown was born
Sept. 3, 1947, in Hoising-
ton. She died on Monday,
April 11, at Schowalter
Villa in Hesston.

She was a member of
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church in New-
ton, as well as the VFW
Auxiliary in Newton. 

She was preceded in
death by husband, Lloyd
Brown; parents Adolph
and Mary Gerritzen; a
sister Mary Kaiser; and
a brother Jerome Ger-
ritzen.

She is survived by a
sister, Evelyn Hammer-
schmidt of Hoisington; a

brother, Robert Ger-
ritzen (Erma) also of
Hoisington; and a sister,
Teresa Gerritzen of
Hays, as well as four
nieces and two nephews. 

A celebration of her
life will be at 5 p.m.
Thursday, April 14, at
the VFW. Viewing also
will be from 1 to 5 p.m.
Thursday, April 14, at
Petersen Funeral Home.
Mass of Christian Burial
will take place in Hois-
ington through the
Nicholson-Ricke Funeral
Home. Memorials can be
given to St. Jude’s Chil-
dren Research Hospital.

JOANN BROWN

Naomi Lee
Krehbiel,
daughter of
A.J. and
Clara M.
(Hirschler)
Brubacher,
was born
March 21,
1919, in
Perry, Okla.,
and passed away April 6,
2016, at Kidron Bethel in
North Newton.

Naomi was united in
marriage with Orlando B.
(Barney) Krehbiel on Dec.
28, 1939, in the West Zion
Mennonite Church in
Moundridge. They estab-
lished their home in New-
ton and remained there
until a move to North
Newton in 1952, where
Naomi lived ever since.

Survivors include
daughter, Barbara (Dr.
Richard) Stucky of Den-
ver; son Bradley (Patri-
cia) Krehbiel of Shawnee;
son-in-law Dr. Don
(Anne) Griswold of Lan-
caster, Pa.; grandsons
Brian (Maryann) Gris-
wold of Downingtown,
Pa., and Darren Griswold
of Medial Pa.; step-grand-
daughters Kim (Shawn)
Poores and Michelle Nick-

olett of Prairie
Village; great-
grandchildren
Kevin and Holly
Griswold; and
step-great-
grandchildren
Deegan and Ian
Poores, and
Ethan Nicko-
lett. Also sur-

viving are brother Jack
Brubacher of Winfield,
sisters Kathryn Stucky of
Newton and Yvonne
(Allen) Dalke of McPher-
son, and many nieces and
nephews.

Naomi was preceded in
death by her parents,
husband Orlando B. “Bar-
ney,” brothers E.J.
Brubacher and Don
Brubacher, sister Ruth
Dirks, and daughter
Karen Griswold.

Graveside services
were April 12 at First
Mennonite of Christian
Cemetery of Moundridge. 

Memorial service fol-
lowed at Bethel College
Mennonite Church in
North Newton.

Memorials may be
made to Newton Area
Senior Center or Bethel
College Mennonite
Church.

NAOMI LEE KREHBIEL

Dr. Suzanne K. Wedel,
60, of Marblehead,
Mass., passed away on
the morning of March
30, 2016, after a coura-
geous three-year fight
with ovarian cancer. 

Born in North Newton,
she was the eldest
daughter of Arnold and
Dolores Wedel. Suzanne
was raised in her
beloved Kansas, at-
tended Newton High
School and graduated
from Bethel College. She
graduated from medical
school at The University
of Kansas School of Med-
icine and continued as a
resident in the Internal
Medicine Program. She
then moved to Baltimore
to perform a critical-care
fellowship at the Mary-
land Institute for Emer-
gency Medical Services
Systems (MIEMSS),
known to the world as
"Shock Trauma, Balti-
more"—one of the
world's premiere trauma
units. Shortly after com-
pleting her fellowship,
she moved to Boston
with her husband, Alas-
dair Conn, a trauma sur-
geon she met in
Baltimore. Wedel worked
at Boston City Hospital
and Boston University
Hospital before assum-

ing the
role of
CEO and
medical
director
of Boston
Med-
Flight, a
position
she indi-
cated she
would fulfill for only one
year but stayed on for
the following 26 years.
Under her tutelage and
guidance, MedFlight be-
came one of the premier
life-flight programs in
the country and grew
from one helicopter to
four, with an expansion
into critical-care ground
transport and long-dis-
tance transfers by dedi-
cated medically
configured airplanes
that transport more than
3,500 patients a year.
Wedel was a decisive
leader, patient advocate,
and yet remained the
kind of doctor you would
want to care for mem-
bers of your family. 

Despite all of her pro-
fessional accomplish-
ments, Suzanne will be
most remembered for her
ability to touch and
transform the lives of
others. She participated
in the community

through her Old
North Church in
Marblehead,
Mass., and was
involved with the
activities of her
children, all of
whom graduated
from Tower
School and Mar-
blehead High

School. She was an ac-
complished pianist, loved
classical music and
opera. An avid sports
fan, Suzanne was regu-
larly seen donning the
colors of her favored KU
Jayhawks. She enjoyed
bicycle trips in Europe
with her husband and
friends, as well as local
get-togethers with her
book club. Her compas-
sion, thoughtfulness and
ability to be there for
others in both good times
and bad will always be
treasured by those who
knew her. 

Following Suzanne's
diagnosis in late 2012,
she used her tenacity
and leadership to become
an outspoken advocate
for awareness and early
detection of ovarian can-
cer. She passionately
spearheaded a series of
fundraising events, most
notably the Suzanne
Wedel XOXOut Ovarian

Cancer fund, which
takes its name from the
"xoxo" she added while
signing personal letters
and e-mail.

She is survived by her
parents Arnold and Do-
lores Wedel of North
Newton; her sister Ja-
nine Wedel of Washing-
ton, D.C.; brother
Edward Wedel of Jeffer-
son City, Mo.; husband
Alasdair Conn of Marble-
head; and children
Kathryn, Christopher
and Alexander, together
with Kathryn's fiancé
Arun Nair of Baltimore. 

A memorial service
will be at 11 a.m. Sun-
day, April 30, at the Old
North Church, 35 Wash-
ington St., in Marble-
head. 

To reflect Suzanne's
wish that the service be
a celebration of her life,
we encourage attendees
to wear spring colors to
the event. In lieu of flow-
ers, Suzanne requested
expressions of sympathy
be made to the Suzanne
Wedel XOXOut Ovarian
Cancer Fund at Massa-
chusetts General Hospi-
tal or to Boston
MedFlight at Boston-
MedFlight.org. Arrange-
ments by Eustis and
Cornell of Marblehead.

DR. SUZANNE K. WEDEL

Visit www.harveycountynow.com for more news!

Thursday, April 14
7 p.m.—Historic Preservation Commission, City

Hall, 201 E. Sixth St.
7 p.m.—Fourth Grade Music Program, South Breeze

Elementary School

Friday, April 15
3:10 p.m.—Sweet, Sour, Salty Sale, Sunset Elemen-

tary School
6:30 p.m.—Alcoholics Anonymous meeting, St.

Matthew's Episcopal Church, 2001 Windsor Drive in
Newton. The group also meets at the same time and
location Sundays.

7 p.m.—YLinK (Youth Leaders in Kansas), Newton
Public Library, 720 N. Oak. Lead, advocate, make a
difference! The goal of YLinK is to improve life for
ages 12-18 with mental health issues living in our
community. Bring an adult ally.

Saturday, April 16
7 a.m. to noon—Sunset Elementary School garage

sale, at the school
9 a.m.—Woman of the Year celebration, Meridian

Center. The event celebrates Sue Engel, Erin Mc-
Daniel and Lynnette Redington being named Newton
Woman of the Year recipients. For reservations, call
Barb Bunting at 316-288-0423.

7 p.m.—Newton Mid-Kansas Symphony Orchestra
“Poised for Pops,” Newton High School auditorium.
Thomas W. Douglas conducts music from “The Beat-
les,” “Star Wars” and “Frozen,” plus the NMKSO flute
section on “Flute Cocktail.” The concert is an event of
the Newton Area Arts Council’s third annual Spring
Into the Arts Festival. Tickets: adults $12.50/$15; stu-
dents $6/$7; 12 and younger free with an adult. Pur-
chase at Faith & Life Bookstore, NMKSO, 120 W. 6th
St., and online at www.nmkso.org.

Monday, April 18
6 a.m. to 6 p.m.—Latchkey offered all day, Sunset

Elementary School for USD 373 schools
9 a.m.—Board of Harvey County Commissioners,

Harvey County Courthouse
4 p.m.—Aviation Commission meeting, Newton

City/County Airport, 810 N. Oliver
4:30 p.m.—Newton City Commission work session,

City Hall, 201 E. Sixth St. The dog park will be dis-
cussed.

5:30 p.m.—Newton City Commission work session,
City Hall. On the agenda is discussion of the Girl
Scout Little House.

Tuesday, April 19
6:30 p.m.—PTO/Site Council meeting, Northridge

Elementary School in Newton
7 p.m.—Community Planning Meeting, parish hall

at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church, 421 S.
Ash St. in Newton. Parents, staff community members
are invited to join USD 373 in helping to develop long-
term goals and strategic plans for USD 373. Spanish
translators will be available at all meetings. For more
information, visit the Newton Public School website
at www.usd373.org and select the Vision Planning
tab. 

7 p.m. Harvey County Democrats will meet at the
Harvey County Courthouse, east community room.
Guest speaker will be Jim Ward, a state representa-
tive from Wichita.  A special guest will attend to de-
liver an important announcement.

Wednesday, April 20
9:30 a.m.—Life Enrichment, Krehbiel Auditorium in

the Luyken Fine Arts Center at Bethel College in
North Newton. Programs include 9:30 a.m., "Ecuador,
Peru" on travel, service and life experiences; 10:35
a.m., "Cheyenne Bottoms" by Curtis Wolfe, Fort Hays
State, and 11:30 a.m., "Overcame Amputations to Be-
come Championship Surfer" by Chris Oberle. This is
for people 60 and older.

Thursday, April 21
7 p.m.—Shared fourth-grade concert, Newton High

School Auditorium

Saturday, April 23
9:30 a.m.—2016 Emma Creek 5K Classic, Hesston

High School, 200 N. Ridge Road. This is a 5K walk, jog
and run. The entry fee includes a T-shirt, packet of
gifts and a chance to win prizes. The cost is $19 adults
for short-sleeve, $20 for women's-cut short sleeve, $21
for long sleeve and $13 for ages 14 and younger (short-
sleeve only). The event is for women of all ages and
abilities. For information, contact 620-327-2989.

5:30 to 7:30 p.m.—Walton Rural Life Center School
Carnival and Auction, at the school. Most of the activi-
ties will be in the gym with some outside, weather per-
mitting. The silent auction also will go on and will end
before the live auction starts. 

8 p.m.—Newton High School prom, NHS

Thursday, April 28
7 p.m.—Newton Area Cancer Support Group,

Shalom Mennonite Church, 800 E. First St. A program
of music will be provided by the trio Simply Sisters.

Friday, April 29
5 to 8 p.m.—Apple Blossom Festival, Presbyterian

Manor lawn, 1200 E. Seventh St. The cost is $8 for
adults or $9 at the door, and the kids' meal pack is $4
or $5 at the door. Drive-through is available. Tickets
are available at Presbyterian Manor and Midland Na-
tional Bank.

Do you have an event you'd like listed in the
Community Calendar? If so, contact Wendy Nu-
gent at wendy@harveycountynow.com.

Last week’s Harvey County commission article stated
that Heart 2 Heart, a program to help children suffering
from abuse, saw 141 children this year. In actuality, it
saw 41 children this year.
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FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifieds

MCN

1 Employment

Truck Driver
Drivers: CDL-A w/Hazmat. PT/FT. Newer
Model Equipment. Excellent Pay, Weekends
Off! Union Benefits, No Slip Seat. Flexible
Runs. 855-599-4608. 14-2tp

Kelsey Painting Services now hiring resi-
dental Painters! Pay based on experience.
Call 316-706-7329. 15-3tc

HELP WANTED
2nd Shift Packer
4:00pm - 12:00 am

3rd Shift Packer
12:00am - 8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

Call 620-947-5702
or email

natalie@hillsbo-
rofreepress.com

Reach
MORE 

people with
our 

classifieds!
Your classified
ad will appear 

in both the 
Hillsboro Free

Press and 
Newton Now..
reaching every
Marion County
household and
Newton Now 
subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for
20 words, then 
25¢ per word

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25)
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2 Announcements

Activities/Meetings

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW APRIL 16-17 SAT. 9-5 & SUN.
9-3 TOPEKA KANSAS EXPOCENTRE (19TH
& TOPEKA BLVD) BUY-SELL-TRADE INFO:
(563) 927-8176ADOPTION*SALE* Self Stor-
age Buildings *SALE* No Better Time To
Add On To Your Existing Facility.  Or To
Start Up Your New Facility.  All Buildings
On Sale Now For Limited Time.  Order
Now For Early Delivery!  ABCO-America
Inc.  Call 844-636-5335 
(M-F 8am-6pm Eastern) (MCN)

WANT TO BUY
Buying and Selling Gold & Silver, collector
coins, diamonds, gold jewelry, silver dollars,
pocket watches, antiques, rare curren-
cy,200+gold coins for sale, any gold or
silver items, 34 years same retail location.
Fairmont, MN, Kuehl’s Coins, 507-235-3886
(MCN)

CAPITAL CLASSIC CARS Buying All Eu-
ropean & Classic Cars. ANY Condition.
ANY Location. Porsche, Mercedes, Jaguar
& More! Top Dollar PAID. CapitalClassic-
Cars.com Steve Nicholas 571-282-5153
(MCN)

New Job Opportunities
Donahue Manufacturing is taking applications for:

• Painters

We offer a truly competitive benefits package 
and opportunity for advancement.

Please contact: Donahue Manufacturing
1-800-457-7406

Durham, KS

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
OWNER OPERATORS wanted. Paid all
miles. No touch freight. Many operating
discounts. Family run business for 75
years. Many bonuses and good home time.
Direct deposit paid weekly. 
Call 800-533-0564 ext.205. (MCN)

CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and benefits.
Matching 401k. Bonuses and tax free mon-
ey. Experience needed. Call Scott 507-437-
9905. Apply on-line http://www.mcfgtl.com
(MCN)

US Postal Service Now Hiring 1-800-255-
4134 $21/hr avg. w/ Federal Benefits in-
cluded to start. FT/PT. Not affiliated w/USPS
(MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.MyHomeIncomeNow55.com (MCN)

MAKE $1000 Weekly!! Mailing Brochures
From Home. Helping home workers since
2001. No Experience Required. Start Im-
mediately! www.centralmailing.net (VOID
IN SD, WI) (MCN) 3-7 on Friday, April 15
and 7-1 on Saturday

Tabor College seeks an 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO 
THE VICE PRESIDENT OF STUDENT LIFE

Provide administrative support to the Vice President.
Duties: Assist students with their non-academic needs, such as
housing, orientation, summer mailings, chapel attendance, health
insurance and student visas, etc. Prepare the Student Handbook,
Pictorial, College calendars and other communication items.  Serve
as Vice President’s office assistant and responsible for office man-
agement.
Qualifications: Exceptional interpersonal skills, ability to organize
and prioritize multiple projects independently, proficiency with Word,
Excel, and web-based communication, familiarity with Jenzabar
CX helpful, must be able to maintain confidentiality.  Bachelor’s de-
gree and office management experience required..
Full time, 12 month
Start Date:  July 1, 2016

400 S. Jefferson
Hillsboro, KS

To Apply: Qualified and interested candidates
should submit a cover letter, resume and refer-
ences to Ruth Funk by email at ruthf@tabor.edu.

(Tabor College is an Equal Opportunity Employer oper-
ating under the auspices of the Mennonite Brethren
churches of the United States. It complies with all appli-
cable non-discrimination laws.) 

Electric 
Superintendent
Girard, Kansas

The City of Girard is seeking
an experienced professional
to manage the Electric De-
partment, including the
power plant and distribution
system. Candidate must be
results-oriented and dedi-
cated to providing high qual-
ity service. Responsibilities
include inventory control,
purchasing materials and
wholesale electric power, and
inspection of the distribution
system. Position develops the
Electric Department budget
and CIP/ERP. Other duties as
assigned.

PREFERRED 
QUALIFICATIONS:

• Bachelor’s degree in electri-
cal engineering or a closely
related field;
• Six years electric distribu-
tion experience;
• Three years supervisory ex-
perience;
• Possess a valid CDL;
• Any equivalent combina-
tion of education and experi-
ence that provides the
knowledge, skills and abili-
ties necessary to perform the
job.

$45,000 - $60,000 with 
excellent benefits. 

Submit application, resume,
and cover letter by 4:30 P.M.
on May 13th, 2016. Mail to:

120 N. Ozark, Girard, KS
66743; by email: 

cityclerk@girardkansas.gov;
or online at

hrepartners.com. 
Open until filled. EOE.

Salem Home, located in Hillsboro,
KS, is a 45 bed stand alone non-profit

facility currently accepting 
applications for the position of 

Director of Nursing
The successful candidate will have a
demonstrated record of strong man-
agement and leadership skills, prob-
lem-solving strengths, and extensive
knowledge of clinical services in resi-
dent-centered environment. Strong

organizational and interpersonal skills
are a must. Preferred candidate will
hold a BSN, but not required, and a

current RN license in Kansas.  
Interested candidates may submit

their resume with references to
jgrill@SalemHomeKS.org.

5 Automotive

Automobiles
NICE CARS FOR SALE!!! 2012 Toyota Cam-
ry SE 4 door, 26K miles, clean non smoker
$12,450. 2011 Chevy Malibu, 4-door, 21K
actual miles, clean $8,900. 2011 Honda
Accord EXL 4 door,  41k miles, clean
$10,850. 2009 Nissan Altima 4 door, low
miles 49k, clean $7,450  Call 316-640-3921.
13-3tc

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)
have purchased some of the following
classifieds. Determining the value of the
service or product is advised by this pub-
lication. In order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not offer em-
ployment but rather supply the readerswith
manuals, directories and other materials
designed to help their clients establish
mail order selling and other businesses at
home. Under NO circumstances should
you send money in advance or give the
client your checking account, license ID,
or credit card numbers. Also beware of
ads that claim to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that if a credit
repair company does business only over
the phone it is illegal to request any money
before delivering its services. All funds
are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers
may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale
FREE PIANOS and more: one grand, two
verticals, two organs and a Clavinova (all
free)!! Bring your truck. 50 pianos under
$50/month now thru April 16! Mid-America
Piano, 241 Johnson Rd, Manhattan. 800-
950-3774, www.piano4u.com.

Help Wanted
Entry Level Heavy Equipment Operator
Career. Get Trained -  Get Certified - Get
Hired! 

Bulldozers, Backhoes and Excavators. Im-
mediate Lifetime Job Placement. VA Ben-
efits. National  Average $18.00-$22.00  
1-866-362-6497

Help Wanted/Truck Driver 
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! 

Great Benefits! www.convoysystems.com
Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori ext. 303 
1-800-926-6869.

Misc
2000 Sq Ft doublewide under $80,000.
Lenders offering $0 Down for Land Owners.
Huge selection 

of true Modulars in all sizes. Wrap land,
home, and land improvements in one pack-
age. 866-858-6862

ANNOUNCEMENTS
RV, SPORT, REC & GUN CONSIGNMENT
SALE, SAT., MAY 7, 2016 at 9:00 A.M.
Please get gun permits to buy, prior to
sale. Consign early by April 22, 2016 for
complete advertising. Next Machinery Con-
signment Sale is June 6, 2016. Gilbert’s
Sale Yard, LLC, 641-398-2218. 2 Mi. N. of
Floyd, IA On Hwy. 218. 
www.gilbertsaleyard.com (MCN)

FOR SALE
TRAILER SALE: 14,000 lb. skidloader trail-
ers 18' to 28' $3,699.00; Fuel tank trailers;
Scissor lift trailers; 11 choices of DUMP
trailers; 6'x12' V-nose ramp door $2,789.00;
7'x16' V-nose ramp door $4,093.00; 2012
John Deere 3032E compact tractor &
loader; Full line of trailer parts in-stock;
5 1 5 - 9 7 2 - 4 5 5 4
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com for prices
& inventory & pictures. (MCN)

It’s Citywide
Garage Sale

Time!

Cost is only $10/20 words

INCLUDES GARAGE SALE KIT* * 40¢ per add’l word. Kit includes yard sign and pricing stickers.

Submit your garage sale with this form. Drop by the Free Press office at
116 S. Main during business hours or drop in our drop slot after hours. 

Name __________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State ______________ Zip ___________
Telephone: ______________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________ DATES & TIMES _______________________
Items for Sale:
____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

$10.00 $10.25 $10.50

$10.75 $11.00 $11.25 $11.50 $11.75 $12.00

$12.25 $12.50 $12.75

Total $____________ �Cash     � Check #            �Credit Card

�  VISA    � MasterCard    � Discover

Card No.

Expires______           3 #’s on back of card______ 

Auth. Code___________

$13.00 $13.25 $13.50

Hillsboro Sale Day: 
Saturday, April 23  

Advertising Deadline: 4/15

Peabody Sale Day: 
Saturday, April 23  

Advertising Deadline: 4/15

Marion Sale Day: 
Saturday, April 30  

Advertising Deadline: 4/22

620-947-5702

Call or email 
Natalie Hoffman

today!

Advertise your sale to
all Marion County resi-
dents in one paper for
one price (plus get the

Newton Now paper
free!)

$10/20 words

natalie@
hillsborofreepress.com

Hiring a 
part-time 

Dishwasher
Apply at:

Mexican Restaurant
117 S. Main St., Hillsboro 

Free to good home
Free to good home Spayed, loving cat,8
to 10 years old.  Owner has moved and
she needs a new home. Call 620-983-9124
evenings. 15-1tfree

Garage Sales
Mutifamily garage sale at 115 N. Main in
Hillsboro. 3-7 on Friday, April 15 and 7-1
on Saturday, April 16. Baby items, toys,
household items, dishes, clothes, and
much more. 15-1tp

Large Garage Sale! 410 Briarwood, Hills-
boro. Saturday 8am-5pm. Home decor,
kitchen items, furniture, cookbooks, an-
tiques, Christmas items, pictures, jewelry
and much more. 15-1tp

3 Merchandise
46” round wood table, 2 leaves, 3 chairs.
Call 620-947-5659. 15-1tp

Red Canna bulbs for sale! Cheap Call 620-
382-6678. 15-1tc

4 For Rent

Apartments/Homes/Rooms
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. 
rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

ADOPTION

*ADOPTION:* Happily Married, Successful

Executive & Stay-Home-Mom yearn for

baby to devote our lives to. Expenses

paid 1-800-933-1975 *Susan & Gavin*  (MCN)

A UNIQUE ADOPTIONS, LET US HELP!

Personalized Adoption Plans. Financial

Assistance, Housing, Relocation and More.

Giving the Gift of Life?  You Deserve the

Best. 1-888-637-8200. 24HR Hotline. (VOID

IN IL) (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC

TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID

shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! 

Call 1-888-389-0695. 

www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1

trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and

Guaranteed Delivery. 

Call today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 60 tabs $99

includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-0780

or Metromeds.online (MCN)

AS SEEN ON TV:  Burn fat quickly & effec-

tively with Garcinia Cambogia.  Blocks

fat. Suppresses your appetite. Safe - 100%

natural.  Satisfaction Guaranteed! Free

bottle with select packages! 844-587-6487

(MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!

Save up to 93%! Call our licensed Canadian

and International pharmacy service to

compare prices and get $15.00 off your

first prescription and FREE Shipping. 

1-800-263-4059. (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder

Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or

NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call

Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!

A cheaper alternative to high drugstore

prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!

100 Percent Guaranteed. 

CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

Residential/Day 
Service Direct Care

Professionals
This position provides sup-
port, training, and develop-
ment of life skills, leading to
increased independence and
participation in community
for persons with developmen-
tal disabilities. Home-like and
office settings with varying
degrees of background
noise. FT/PT positions avail-
able. Residential Care has 64
hr work weeks (40 hrs regular
pay + 24 hrs OT). Day Service
Workcenter includes position
working with power tools.

LPN Licensed 
Practical Nurse

As an LPN, you will operate as
a vital member of our health-
care team. The LPN is respon-
sible for assessing clients,
documenting observation and
assessment data and evaluat-
ing outcomes.  Requirements
include completion of post-
secondary education nursing
coursework as a Licensed
Practical Nurse, current li-
cense in good standing in the
State of Kansas.
Must meet all requirements of
pre-employment as required
by ResCare and/or State regu-
lations, H.S. diploma/GED,
valid driver’s license, capable
of working responsibly with
confidential information.
Benefit Packages & 401K for
FT Professionals. Apply on-
line at:  www.rescare.com/ca-
reers. EOE M/F/V/D

DRAFTING POSITION
Prestressed/Precast Concrete Mfg. seeking Auto Cad Drafter. Full-

time. Excellent benefits are provided. Medical Insurance,
Supplemental Ins., Vacation/Holidays and 401(K) plan. Experience

in the above referenced position is preferred. Auto Cad training
and Blue Print Reading are necessary. Above-average knowledge of
geometry and trigonometry a plus. Prior construction experience

or knowledge an added benefit. Submit resume to: 
Prestressed Concrete, Inc. PO Box 311, Newton, KS 67114

RSchroeder@prestressedconcreteinc.com

MCN MCN

MAKE AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT

BIRTHENGAGEMENT WEDDING

You can throw your birth, wedding, or engagement announcements 
on Facebook, but can you clip it out and put it on the fridge, save it 

for a clip book or show it to your grandkids later on? 

Let the paper print it for $10

NEWTON
316.281.7899editor@harveycountynow.com



Entering Ultimate
Martial Arts in
Newton, students

can expect to be pushed
physically and mentally
in a way they have never
experienced. It pays off in
everyday life and it pays
off in martial arts compe-
tition wins.

“I want the kids to
have a structured envi-
ronment where they can
grow physically, men-
tally, spiritually, at the
world class level,” Ulti-
mate Martial Arts leader
Master Chris Rangel
said.

On April 9, Ultimate
Martial Arts, which fea-
tures Newton and area
athletes, earned 2,685
team points at the
Kansas State Martial
Arts Championships,
enough to beat Hutchin-
son Taekwondo by 685
for a team title to qualify
for nationals.

With the standard of
excellence in Newton,
there is no reason to ex-
pect anything less. You
have to go back to the
turn of the millennium to
find an Ultimate Martial
Arts team that didn’t win
a state championship.
With the team win on
Saturday, a streak of
state titles every year
going back to 2002 stays
alive.

“I think our success is
based on students that
come and they get that
elite training from the
start,” Rangel said. “I do
a block curriculum, so
they may be a white belt
working on green belt
things, or a green belt
working on black belt, or
a black belt working on
gold belt. It rotates.
Everybody gets the same
instruction.”

With a number of
forms, weapons and spar-
ring, students can expect
to train and compete at a
levels going all the way
to the top. Rangel cur-
rently has three students
heading to the Olympic
training center, with
2015 Competitor of the
Year Mason Groves mak-
ing his third trip, along
with Rachel Lyons mak-
ing her second trip and
Miranda Baty going for
the first time.

But for those looking to
head to the top with Ulti-
mate Martial Arts, physi-
cal ability is not the first
thing Rangel is looking
for in a student.

“I look at their grades,”
Rangel said. “Our teach-
ers, we all have degrees
that are teaching. I want
them to be a great citizen
so they have to have solid
academics. I carry them
to the same standard as
a high school sport. So if
their grades fall, they
don’t get to participate.”

When the mental

toughness to work hard
in the classroom is there,
Rangel and his staff are
ready to push the limits
of what the mind will
allow the student to ac-
complish.

What the students will
train for is combat. It is
the ability to control, har-
ness and use fear. It is
also the mental strength
to move forward in the
face of pain and danger.

“It is like chess,”
Rangel said. “What I am
trying to do is educate
our players, how to react,
how to stay focused, how
to focus and dominate.
But that carries over into
the classroom. So when
they say ‘yes sir,’ ‘yes
ma’am,’ they say it with
authority. They say it
with respect. And I think 
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Ultimate Martial Arts student Lexi Perez lands a kick against her opponent on Saturday. Perez took first place in the 8- and 9-year-old division
of Olympic Sparring.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

No country
club sport

When at the tennis fa-
cilities at Newton High
School, it is clear you are
a long way from the coun-
try club. The un-tethered
windbreaks on the south
side of the main courts
sail in the breeze, having
given up the losing bat-
tle. There is modest
bleacher seating for the
three feature courts and
standing room for the
three caged courts to the
north. The equipment
lives in a small, bright
yellow shed.

But under the coaching
of Nick Sisson, with the
senior leadership of dou-
bles team Shawn Bon-
trager and Adam Ford,
the Railers are continu-
ing to attack opponents
with the skill and fear-
lessness that rivals those
privileged with a private
court.

“Since I’ve been in

Newton, I haven’t exactly
seen Newton as a tennis
town,” Sisson said. “You
know, they love their bas-
ketball and they love
their football, and that’s
OK. But I grew up in a
tennis town. I grew up in
Winfield, and they are a
tennis town. And so I’ve
tried to bring that here.
Whenever we look out on
the court and see our
guys play, it’s what we
have built out here in the
summer time.”

Newton has built
under Sisson's tutelage
one of the best 5A teams
in the state, coming off a
third-place finish at state
a year ago and a No. 3
state ranking this sea-
son, behind Bishop Car-
roll and Salina Central.
The Railers topped both
teams in tournament
wins at home on April 7
and at Arkansas City on
April 5. 

“Most of them know
there are teams that are

Local martial arts gym dominates state championships yet again

Blue-collar Railers grind
to the top with team effort

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
These are among the number of youth to participate in the Kansas
State Martial Arts Championships.

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton’s Adam Ford serves in the semifinals of the Newton Invita-
tional on April 7. The doubles team of Ford and Shawn Bontrager took
second in the tournament.

See TENNIS / 12

See BEST / 12

NHS swimmers drown Salina South

The Newton girls
swimmers picked up a
team victory at Salina
South, scoring 537 points
in the water to separate
from second-place
McPherson which fin-
ished with 373. Host
Salina South finished
third with 315.

The Railers picked up
monster points in the
200-yard freestyle and
the 100 backstroke,
sweeping the top three
spots in both events.
Emily O’Meara took first
in the 200 free, with
Nadia Montelongo taking
second and Allison Her-
shberger taking third. 

Emilie Holler won the
100 back with O’Meara
taking second and Lydia
Deckert taking third.

Kara Peaney and Mon-
telongo took first and sec-
ond, respectively, in the
100 butterfly.

Newton also domi-
nated with its relay
teams. The Railers won
the 200 and 400 free re-
lays and took both second
and third in the 200 med-
ley relay. Newton teams
took second in the 200
free relay and third in
the 400 free relay as

well.
The Railers kept it

rolling at the Newton In-
vitational on Tuesday,
where there wasn’t much
question which team was
in control from the first
event. The Railers domi-
nated the 200-yard med-
ley relay to kick off the
meet and finished with
402 team points for a big

team win over second-
place Andover with 266.
McPherson finished third
with 217 points.

The Railers picked up
first place finishes in
eight of the twelve events
including two relays and
the top two spots in div-
ing. 

Emily Robinson had
four first place medals as

well as a part of the 200
medley and 400 free re-
lays, the 200 individual
medley and the 100
breaststroke.

Emily O’Meara got
four first place medals
also as a part of the 200
medley and 400 relays as
well as the 50 free and
the 100 butterfly.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

Railer soccer kicks
Bulldogs and Jags
in dominant week

The Newton girls
recorded not one, but
two hat tricks, pounding
in seven goals en route
to shutting down the
Arkansas City Bulldogs
on Thursday night 7-0. 

Tamra Wilson and
Brookelyn Entz both
recorded hat tricks in
the rout.

Entz bashed open the
floodgate with an unas-
sisted goal, giving the
Railers a 1-0 lead. 

Wilson got in on the
act with an assist from
Entz and made it back-
to-back goals on a feed
from Aylin Torres to give
Newton a 3-0 lead.

Following the pair
from Wilson, Entz com-
pleted the hat trick with
back-to-back goals of her
own.

But with three goals
and a 5-0 Railer lead,
Entz did not let up. She

helped give Newton a 6-
0 lead, feeding Torres on
a goal off a corner kick.

Wilson used her head
to record her hat trick
on a ball from Izzy
Saenz, scoring the final
goal and making it 7-0
Newton.

With the win, the
Railers improve to 6-1
on the season. The Rail-
ers have dominated on
offense and defense with
26 total goals on the sea-
son compared to six al-
lowed. Five of those
goals allowed came dur-
ing a one-goal win over
Maize South in the
McPherson Invitational
championship game.

The Railers took ad-
vantage of a pair of goals
from both Brookelynn
Entz and Tamra Wilson
to keep the wins coming
with a 5-1 win on the
road against Andover
Central. 

Entz took a break
from her goal scoring

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton’s Emilie Holler swims the backstroke leg of the 200-yard medley relay. The Railers won the
event about eight seconds faster than second-place Derby with a time of 2:03.97.

See SWIM / 12

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See SOCCER / 13

Best of the best



Emilie Holler picked up
first place medals in
three of the eight events
Newton won, including
the 200 medley relay, the
100 backstroke and the
400 free relay.

Newton Girls Results, Salina
South:

200 Medley Relay
2. Newton (Emilie Holler,
Courtney Spreier, Emily
O’Meara, Courtney
Mellinger), 2:08.59; 3. New-
ton (Lydia Deckert, Zoe
Siemens, Nadia Montelongo,
Abby Hatch), 2:08.59; 7.
Newton (Jasmine Powell,
Hannah Becker, Jenna Bald-
win, Hannah Rogers),
2:34.77.

200 Freestyle

1. Emily O’Meara, 2:15.00; 2.
Nadia Montelongo, 2:22.58;
3. Allison Hershberger,
2:32.20.

200 Individual Medley
2. Emily Robinson, 2:33.18;
3. Emilie Holler, 2:33.82; 4.
Jessi Stucky, 2:37.78.

50 Freestyle
2. Courtney Mellinger,
28.36; 3. Kara Peaney, 28.48;
7. Lydia Deckert, 31.37.

1 Meter Diving
3. Kailey Naysmith, 179.15;
8. Naomi Kuhn, 101.35.

100 Butterfly
1. Kara Peaney, 1:15.11; 2.
Nadia Montelongo, 1:17.82;
5. Jenna Baldwin, 1:32.27.

100 Freestyle
2. Courtney Mellinger,
1:02.07; 9. Abby Hatch,
1:12.83; 10. Zoe Siemens,
1:13.47.

500 Freestyle
2. Erica Beebe, 6:13.51; 3.
Courtney Spreier, 6:14.93; 4.
Cheyanne Suter, 7:03.50.

200 Freestyle Relay
1. Newton (Courtney
Mellinger, Jessi Stucky,
Courtney Spreier, Emily
Robinson), 1:56.01; 2. New-
ton (Kara Peaney, Erica
Beebe, Abby Hatch, Nadia
Montelongo), 2:01.11; 6.
Newton (Zoe Siemens, Han-
nah Rogers, Hannah Becker,
Karli Parks), 2:14.89; 9.
Newton (Cattie Arrowsmith,
Alley Jensen, Carmen Mar-
rero Lopez, Miriam Calvo),
2:22.82.

100 Backstroke
1. Emilie Holler, 1:08.57; 2.
Emily O’Meara, 1:11.55; 3.
Lydia Deckert, 1:14.35.

100 Breaststroke
2. Emily Robinson, 1:16.01;

3. Jessi Stucky, 1:22.19; 7.
Jenna Baldwin, 1:39.54.

400 Freestyle Relay
1. Newton (Emily O’Meara,
Jessi Stucky, Emily Robin-
son, Emilie Holler), 4:07.75;
3. Newton (Courtney
Spreier, Kara Peaney, Lydia
Deckert, Erica Beebe),
4:25.79; 6. Newton (Jasmine
Powell, Jenna Baldwin,
Karli Parks, Allison Hersh-
berger), 5:20.22.

Newton Invitational Re-
sults:

200 Medley Relay
1. Newton (Emilie Holler,
Emily Robinson, Emily
O’Meara, Courtney
Mellinger), 2:03.97; 4. New-
ton (Lydia Deckert, Erica
Beebe, Nadia Montelongo,
Kara Peaney), 2:14.95.

200 Freestyle
2. Emilie Holler, 2:13.85; 3.

Jessi Stucky, 2:17.96; 6.
Nadia Montelongo, 2:21.66.

200 Individual Medley
1. Emily Robinson, 2:32.57;
3. Erica Beebe, 2:37.96; 5.
Kara Peaney, 2:47.23.

50 Freestyle
1. Emily O’Meara, 27.91; 3.
Courtney Mellinger, 28.26;
9. Courtney Spreier, 29.39.

1 Meter Diving
1. Carli McCloud, 210.90; 2.
Kailey Naysmith, 201.50.

100 Butterfly
1. Emily O’Meara, 1:06.33;
8. Cheyanne Suter, 1:26.75;
9. Jenna Baldwin, 1:35.39.

100 Freestyle
4. Courtney Mellinger,
1:02.20; 10. Allison Hersh-
berger, 1:07.01.

500 Freestyle
3. Erica Beebe, 6:12.45; 4.

Courney Spreier, 6:14.63; 5.
Nadia Montelongo, 6:22.30.

200 Freestyle Relay
3. Newton (Kara Peaney,
Courtney Spreier, Courtney
Mellinger, Jessi Stucky),
1:56.51; 9. Newton (Lydia
Deckert, Karli Parks, Abby
Hatch, Allison Hershberger),
2:09.11.

100 Backstroke
1. Emilie Holler, 1:08.15; 3.
Lydia Deckert, 1:13.05; 9.
Jasmine Powell, 1:19.23.

100 Breaststroke
1. Emily Robinson, 1:16.71;
4. Jessi Stucky, 1:20.51.

400 Freestyle Relay
1. Newton (Emilie Holler,
Jessi Stucky, Emily Robini-
son, Emily O’Meara),
4:05.18; 5. Newton (Kara
Peaney, Erica Beebe, Nadia
Montelongo, Courtney
Spreier), 4:25.47.
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Specials Include: 
Monday- Friday   

Soup/Sandwich Combo 
Friday HumMus and Gyros

with Purchase of Gourmet Sandwich 
Expires June 1, 2016

701 North Main St.
Newton, Kansas
(316) 804-4573

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 AM-3:30 PM
                         Sat. 7:30 AM-2:00 PM

Gourmet Sandwiches
Desserts

Breakfast
Fresh Sides Daily

Catering

Evening Hours
Coming Soon!

                         Sat. 7
ri. 7Mon.-F

(316) 804-4573
Newton, K

701 North Main St.

                      :00 PM:30 AM-2   Sat. 7
:30 PM:30 AM-3ri. 7

(316) 804-4573
ansasNewton, K

701 North Main St.

                                                                                                              

Expires June 1
urchase of Gourmet Sandwich with P

                      

, 2016Expires June 1
urchase of Gourmet Sandwich 

it carries over into the
classroom so they are
more attentive.”

The physical en-
durance and strength is
every bit as grueling as
the mental workout.
Throwing strikes for an
extended period of time
under duress is a sprint.

“It is definitely tough,”
Rangel said. “I partici-
pate in cardio-kickboxing
and boot camp, and if you
go out there three, two-
minute rounds with full
contact, you are so
drained. It feels like you
ran six miles or seven
miles.”

In order to deep up

with the incredible de-
mands of competition,
Rangel’s students at the
elite level put in three,
one-hour training ses-
sions of intense cardio-
vascular work.

Through the journey of
martial arts and the suc-
cess that comes, the abil-
ity to train and compete
with Ultimate Martial
Arts is a constantly
earned privilege. Stu-
dents are held to a high
standard of living that
includes grades, absti-
nence from smoking,
drugs and alcohol, pro-
viding examples of help-
ing people around them
as good citizens, refrain-
ing from using curse
words and fighting out-
side of competition. 

“It is a privilege,”
Rangel said. “In order to
keep that privilege, they
can't mess with anything
that would be a deter-
rent. They have to carry
themselves in a certain
way. And they learn
enough they do not have
to fight. They will never
have to use it.”

Over the course of
what is now a 15-peat of
state championships,
there are plenty of
trained opponents who
wish the Newton martial
artists hadn't had to use
it in competition either.

“The kids do an out-
standing job,” Rangel
said. “They come, they
work hard and they work
as a team unit. It is a
family team unit.”

BEST
From Page 11

SWIM
From Page 11

better than they are, and
that is just the way it is,”
Bontrager said. “They will
get there. But when you
do lose first round like
they do, we know that it
is not about just us. We
know that we are fighting
for a bigger cause. We are
trying to get the team
title. If you can’t have it
yourself, you might as
well have it for every-
body.”

Sisson has been coach-
ing Newton for 14 years,
coaching in Wichita as
well in the start. The job
rebuilding the Railers got
started in earnest in

2008. Since 2011, Newton
has earned a pair of run-
ner-up trophies at state
along with the third place
trophy last year.

In a sport as individual
as prize fighting, it is
team competitiveness bat-
tling on the backside of
brackets for every last
point that has the Railers
finishing at the top to-
gether.

For example, in Ark
City, Max Karst and Jor-
dan Singh gutted out a
17th place doubles finish
after losing in the first
round that secured a one-
point team win over
Eisenhower.

“What someone doesn’t
know is there are 32
teams in there, and if you

lose first round, the high-
est you can do for the rest
of the day is 17th,” Sisson
said. “So to mentally re-
group and say, ‘Alright,
from here on out we are
not dropping a match,’
and that’s hard. They give
medals for the top five,
ninth and 17th. If you fin-
ish 12th, you don’t get a
medal. You finish 17th,
you do because you have
got to go 4-1 to do it. And
we needed every one of
those matches, because
we beat Goddard Eisen-
hower by one point.”

Returning leadership
and experience helps ce-
ment the team mentality.
Bontrager and Ford are
reunited for their second
full season together in

2016. Last season, both
players had success after
being split up, with Bon-
trager pairing with Riley
Kingsley for a second
place finish at the state
tournament, while Ford
picked up an eighth place
medal. Although Sisson
split them up last year to
give the team the best
chance of picking up
points, the plan has al-
ways been to bring them
together for their senior
seasons.

Bontrager and Ford
give Newton a big boost in
team points, as well as
provide additional coach-
ing for Sisson every day in
practice. Ford’s power
with ground strokes and
Bontrager’s skill at the

net, as well as a strong
bond as friends, has the
duo reaching for the top.

“We want to win indi-
vidual and team state ti-
tles this year,” Ford said.
“That is the end goal.
These are all practice for
state.”

While Karst and Singh
sat out in Newton, the
Railers team of Brandon
and Cody Murrell stepped
up and finished third to
contribute big team
points.

Brazilian foreign ex-
change student Felipe
Lene has taken to the pro-
gram quickly and gives
Newton a singles player
competing at the top. Tre
Kremeier is a singles
player who embodies the

scrappy Railer persona,
fighting to finish better
than his seeding for extra
team points in Ark City.

“There is nothing wrong
with kids who practice all
year or play indoors or in
clubs,” Sisson said. “We
just don’t have those op-
tions. So, since we don’t
have those options, it’s
very convenient to use
that as a motivator for
our guys. ‘Hey, you guys
swim and you play soccer
and are these other multi-
sport players, but let’s go
ahead and see if we can
compete with these guys
that play all year.’ And
when you do, it gives
them quite a bit of confi-
dence.”

TENNIS
From Page 11

Newton softball team drops a couple games to Andover

The Newton High soft-
ball team had a rough trip
to Andover, losing both
games of a doubleheader
6-3 and 10-0 on April 8.

In Game 1, a big third

inning for the Trojans
spoiled a good start for the
Railers. After a run in the
first inning and two more
in the top of the third,
Newton built a 3-0 lead
after two and a half.

But in the bottom of the
third, four runs gave An-
dover the lead for good at
4-3 after three. The Trojan

pitching and defense held
the Railers scoreless the
rest of the way, while An-
dover tacked on two more
insurance runs in the
sixth to pick up a 6-3 win.

Newton out-hit the Tro-
jans 12-9 in the first game
but stranded nine run-
ners.

Emily Peaney, Maria

McGonigal, Kyndal Bacon
and Emily Terbovich were
all 2 for 4 from the plate
for the Railers. Bacon had
a double. Dawsyn Long
finished 2 for 3 for Newton
and had an RBI. Skylar
Botterweck picked up an
RBI as well.

While the Railers out-
hit Andover in the first

game, Game 2 was a dif-
ferent story. The Trojan
pitching locked in with
Lexi Lesperance in the cir-
cle, only allowing four hits
and striking out nine in a
five-inning 10-0 win for
Andover.

Newton mostly strug-
gled from the plate, but
Peaney had Lesperance’s

number going 2 for 3 in
the game. Bacon went 1
for 2 and Celina Perez was
1 for 3 accounting for the
Railers’ two other hits.

Newton will try to re-
bound on the road at
Salina South with a dou-
ble header starting at
3:30 p.m. on Friday, April
15.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

GET GAME STORIES ONLINE SAME DAY AS THE GAME!
Subscribers to the paper can take advantage of this 

great online advantage by signing up on harveycountynow.com
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Bown-Corby School House
Apartments for Rent

Need new tenants for 
apartments with prices 

ranging from $300-$695 and 
all utilities are included in 

the monthly rent!

Call 316-630-8002 or  316-207-1866 or visit our website 
at http://www.realpropertymgtwichita.com

for more information.

2-bed, 1-bed and studio
apartments!

412 N. 2nd • Marion

LARGE AUCTION
Saturday, April 16 • 9:30 am

AUCTION SPECIALISTS, LLC
Vern Koch 316.772.6318             Mike Flavin 283.8164

www.auctionspecialists.com

ANTIQUE & COLL: Buggy Lamps; Dinner Bells; Watt Apple; Western
Ware; Post Card Collection; Implement Seats; Stoneware Jugs &
Crocks; Strong Boxes; Griswold & Wagner Cast; Old Boy/Girl Scout
Uniforms, Badges, Pins; Watches; Jewelry; Sterling Jewelry; Dozens
of Showcases; Wheat Pennies; Longaberger Baskets; Miller Pool Table
Lights; RR Lanterns; TOYS-62 Barbie; 60 Ken; 62 Midge; 63 Skipper,
Orig. boxes; Lots of orig. Barbie/Ken Clothing; Antique Toys; MILI-
TARY-WW11 Y7MM Swedish Military Mauser Sporterized Rifle, Mili-
tary Mosin Nagant Imperial Russian Army 7.62x54R Rifle, Bryce Arms
Model .380 Auto Pistol/Holster; WW11 Trench Art, WW11 German
Medals; Military Medals; Ammo & Reloading Supplies

421 S. Ash (OLG), Newton, KS
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Farm Insurance 
Tailored For You.

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

$10 off service call 
with this ad

Furniture Warehouse
200 N. Main, Newton 316-283-8536

FACTORY GOOFED
SENT WRONG FABRIC!!!

Mis-matched Top & Bottom
Twin Size Mattress Sets $179
Full Size Mattress Sets $199

Queen Size Mattress Sets $249
BRAND NEW IN PLASTIC COVERS

Furniture Warehouse
200 N. Main, Newton 316-283-8536

ESTATE SALE
Purchased Three Estates

3 Bedroom Sets, 15 Kitchen & Dining Sets, 
7 Lazy Boy Recliners, 6 Sofa, 4 Loveseats.
Come look at all the fine furniture pieces today!

licensed general contractor in Sedg-
wick County and president of B and
P Construction, Inc. 

Baird said he has a private in-
vestor in Newton willing to back the
project and has spoken with other in-
dividuals in town who could help out
financially. 

What will come out of the discus-
sion and possible purchase remains
to be seen. It was enough to delay
any city decision on the fate of the
building for another two weeks. 

The Tanning Gallery at the hair
studio closed down two weeks ago be-
cause of the falling debris, and since
then the city has been under some
pressure to do something about the
falling building. The city doesn't own
it, but the owners of the building are
unable to afford repairs to it or pay
for its eventual demolition. 

The city held its work session
Tuesday afternoon in part to decide
what to do with the building. 

Brandon Eck and Greg Noll, pas-
tors of The Gathering, spoke to the
commission at the meeting, dis-
cussing the non-profit organization
they formed called the New Town
Corporation and their plans to re-
store the building.

The two said from estimates they
compiled, costs to tear the building
down would come to about $98,000,
plus the cost of stabilizing a shared
wall with Gina's once the building
was destroyed. 

The city recently saw two esti-
mates for the demolition—one for
$97,000 and one for $52,000. 

Eck suggested investing what it
would have paid to demolish the
building into the building’s stabiliza-
tion, which he said, through esti-

mates from Vogts-Parga Construc-
tion, would come to around $108,000.  

Stephen Owens, who owns the ad-
jacent building and is the landlord
for Gina's, said whatever the city
would do with the building, invest in
it or tear it down, needs to be done
soon. 

He added that he was conflicted
about which decision would be the
right decision, but he just wanted
something done.

“We can't just sit back and say
something has to happen,” he said. 

After both groups said their piece,
Baird stepped forward and presented
his plan of purchasing the building
and restoring it using private money. 

Commissioner David Nygaard sug-
gested all parties involved with the
building go and work it out. 

Mayor Glen Davis offered a city
building room to do so. 

The work session concluded, and
the city moved on to its regular meet-
ing. 

At the meeting, the discussion on
the building again came up as it was
on the agenda. 

Baird and the attorney of the own-
ers of the building talked, but at the
commission meeting, the attorney
said he had not yet been able to con-
tact his clients to discuss the deal. 

Gina Corrigan, who owns the Tan-
ning Gallery, spoke to the commis-
sion, presenting them with a large
iron rod that fell from the 815 build-
ing, which she picked up from the
sidewalk. 

Corrigan demanded clarification
from the city on when it would come
to a decision on what to do about the
building.

Commissioner Leroy Koehn said
that the building would be discussed
at the upcoming meeting. He said at
the meeting the city would make a
decision of the fate of the building if

the sale and repair of it had not
taken place. 

In other news, the city honored
Deputy EMS and Fire Chief Scott
Metzler for completing an executive
fire officer program with the Na-
tional Fire Academy. Metzler is the
only Newton firefighter to ever re-
ceive the certification while working
for the City of Newton. Only 3,700
people have received the certification
in the history of the program. 

The commission also honored Po-
lice Sgt. Jason Thompson for receiv-
ing an award at the National
Interdiction Conference in Nevada.
Thompson was honored for locating a
kidnapping victim from Texas during
a traffic stop. 

“This is the one that sticks with
me, because we feel that we did save
her life,” Thompson said. 

Newton Police Chief Eric Murphy
said Thompson reflects positively on
the Newton Police Department and
he was glad to be able to tell a posi-
tive story, with police often receiving
negative press. 

ETC.
*The City of Newton proclaimed

April 29 as Arbor Day. The procla-
mation helps Newton keep a Tree
City USA designation. Newton is
only one of 16 cities in the nation
that have had the Tree City Designa-
tion for all 40 years of its existence.

*The city appointed Marjorie
Gilbert to fill an unexpired term of
Rose Martinez on the Newton Hous-
ing Authority.

*The commission held a one-hour
executive session to discuss matter
pertaining to attorney-client privi-
lege and personnel matters. 

*The public session part of the
meeting came in at 45 minutes. All
commissioners were present.

BUILDING
From Page 1

Two 6-year-olds struck
multiple vehicles on a joy
ride Tuesday afternoon.

According to a release
by the Newton Police De-

partment, officers were
called to the scene of an
injury accident at 4:30
p.m. in the 200 block of
Columbus Avenue.

They found that the
children had taken their

mother's vehicle, driven
three blocks and struck
five other vehicles. 

The department used
an unmanned aerial vehi-
cle, or drone, to provide a
birds-eye view of the acci-

dent scene and help
quickly document the lo-
cations of damaged vehi-
cles. 

The department said
the kids involved in the
incident will be OK.  

Drone used after 6-year-olds hit five vehicles on a Newton joy ride
NEWTON NOW STAFF

frenzy to set up her teammates in
the first half. She fed Wilson with
an assist for the first goal had found
Aspen Olson for the second to give
the Railers a 2-0 lead at the half. 

In the second half, Entz started
finishing herself. With an unas-
sisted goal to start the second half,
she put Newton up 3-0. 

Andover Central cracked the
Railer defense with a goal about
nine minutes into the second half to
cut the lead to 3-1.

But Entz wasn’t finished. With

another goal and an assist to Wil-
son in the final seconds, the Railers
picked up a 5-1 win to push the
record to 7-1 on the season. 

Newton looks for win number
eight at 6:30 p.m. on April 14
against the Mavericks at Maize
South.

SOCCER
From Page 1

Thresher rally not enough against Ottawa

A seventh-inning rally
wasn’t enough for the
Bethel softball team in an
8-5 loss to Ottawa in
Game 1 setting the tone
for a Brave sweep with a
7-0 win in Game 2.

Ottawa had the bats
going early on, batting
through the order to score
five runs in the top of the
first.

Bethel got a run back in
the bottom of the second,
but with two in the fourth
and one in the sixth, the
Braves carried an 8-1 lead
needing three outs for a
win in the bottom of the
seventh.

The Threshers didn’t go
down quietly.

Krystin McKelpin
started things in the sev-
enth, hammering a double
to left center. Elizabeth
Ratzlaff came in to run for
McKelpin and scored on
an infield single from
Rylie Scudder. With the
bases loaded, a Leisle

Hoffman single scored
Jeni Reichenberger and
Trista Rich to cut the lead
to 8-4. Madison McDowell
made it 8-5 scoring on a
sacrifice from Alexis Borg,
but that was where the
rally ended. 

Hoffman was 2 for 4
from the plate with two
RBIs. McKelpin was 2 for

3 with a home run and a
double. Kiera Broehl was
1 for 2 with a double.

There was no rally in
Game 2, with a four-run
third opening up a 5-0 Ot-
tawa lead. The Braves
tacked on two more in the
seventh to make it official
at 7-0.

Hoffman, Jasmine

Wann, Reichenberger and
Broehl were all 1 for 3 in
the second game. Autumn
Lerback was 1 for 1.

The Threshers hit the
road to take on Saint
Mary at 1 p.m. on Satur-
day, April 16. Saint Mary
is in the top five of the
KCAC with a 7-5 confer-
ence record, 18-21 overall.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Trista Rich slides at the plate to give Bethel a run on a Leisle Hoffman RBI single. 

The Newton baseball team
couldn’t keep up with Andover in a
pair of losses. The Railers dropped
Game 1 of the doubleheader 12-5 and
fell in Game 2 12-2 after five innings.

In the first game, Newton jumped
on Andover early. A sacrifice from
Kyler Sweely scored Brogen Owens

to give the Railers a quick 1-0 lead in
the first. Hunter Mapes followed it
up with a two-RBI double that scored
Tanner Arellano and Alex Kern.

After Mapes scored stealing home,
Newton jumped out to a 4-0 lead
with a half inning played.

But with six runs in both the sec-
ond and third innings, Andover took
control with a 12-4 lead after three.

Cole Koerner scoring on a Sweely
double in the seventh inning, but the
rally fell short in the 12-5 loss.

After the Trojans walked the
bases loaded to start Game 2, the
Railers were poised for another big
start. 

The Railers get a week off before
heading to Dean Evans Stadium in
Salina to take on Salina South. 

Newton High School baseball drops pair to Andover, take on Salina next
NEWTON NOW STAFF
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Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

PRIZES and TROPHIES will be awarded to the 
BEST 10 ENTRIES. 

Awards will be presented at the Newton Downtown Carshow 
on May 7th at 1:30 p.m.

Turn in coloring pages to 
any of the 3 pick-up 

locations by  April 22nd 
for judging!

Contest is open to kids from 

Kindergarten to 5th grade.

Coloring pages available at 

Mike�s Rent-to-Own (521 N. Main), 

Newton Now (706 N. Main), or 

the Chisholm Trail Outlet Mall Office 

(601 SE 36th St).  
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Come to 701 Cafe to meet 
the Newton Now staff. 

Free coffee will be provided

Wednesday, April 21
8:00 a.m.- 10: 00 a.m. 

701 Cafe
701 N. Main St. 

Newton, Kansas

      

8:00 a.m.- 10: 00 a.m. 
ednesdayWWe

 

0: 00 a.m. 
, April 21yy,

 

feaC107

  Free coffee
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Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
EDGE Publication

April 2016 Volume 20 Number 4 
Heritage Home 

Furnishings price on 
lift chairs "$598 Ea" 

was incorrect. 
Ad should read: 

 “Starting at $598”

 

Sale includes: Guns, Lots of Ammo and Reloading 
Supplies, Hand Tools, Air Tools, Lots of Misc and Lumber
Go to Oller Auction Service on Facebook for more pictures

Oller Auction Service
Dennis Oller: Auctioneer 620-450-7797

County affirms burn ban in effect
for all, talks budget, land values

There will be a burn ban
in place in Harvey County
until April 18, a point the
county commission
stressed at its Monday
meeting, held April 11. 

Despite cooler weather
and a few rain drops, the
county continues to be in a
state of high fire danger as
blustery winds continue.
The conditions prompted
the commission to put the
burn ban in effect.

Commissioner Randy
Hague stressed that the
burn ban applies to every-
one.

“I think farmers need to
realize this does affect
them,” Hague said. “Farm-
ers are not exempt from
the burn ban.”

Spring is traditionally a
good time for farmers to
clear off brush, grasses and
stubble from their fields.

Director of Emergency
Communications Don Gru-
ver said that the only way
for a farmer to be able to
burn during the burn ban
is to get an exemption from
their local fire chief, which
could be granted for agri-
cultural burning. Such ex-
emptions would not
include the burning of
ditches or of brush.

Gruver said it was un-
likely any of those exemp-
tions would be granted
with recent weather.

“As windy as it was Sat-
urday, we still had 13 ap-
plications we turned
down,” he said. 

On the subject of agricul-
ture, some farmers will
pay a few dollars less in
taxes thanks to a clerical
error by the state. 

The State of Kansas cre-
ates the formulas to set
agricultural properties’ use
value. The use value is
used to determine county
property taxes for the land.
As explained by County
Appraiser Craig Clough,
the state flubbed some
numbers involving
sorghum values. 

As a result, property
taxes for non-irrigated
farm ground could de-

crease by as much as $3 an
acre for some land owners. 

Clough said he didn't
think the error would ac-
count for a large change in
overall property tax rev-
enues for the county and
would only decrease the
county's revenue from agri-
cultural land by 0.5 to 1
percent. 

As the decrease in valua-
tions means that the prop-
erty owner would pay less
and not more in taxes, the
county did not send out no-
tifications about the
change to property owners. 

Owners of agricultural
land are encouraged to call
the appraiser's office if
they have questions.

Finally, the commission
got a chance to look at its
first quarter financial re-
port for 2016. So far, the
county has taken in $5.6
million—about $600,000
more than it did last year.
That number represents 45
percent of the funds
needed to pay for the
county's 2016 budget. The
jump from last year comes
from a larger amount of
property tax revenue, or
people paying those taxes
earlier, explained Assis-
tant County Administrator
Anthony Swartzendruber.
The county has spent
$2,859,000 on the year so
far, or 19 percent of its al-
lotted budget. That num-
ber matches its
expenditures in the previ-
ous year.

ETC.
*The commission ap-

proved the signing of ap-
pointments of Pat
Wendling and Michael
Koehn to the Harvey
County Planning and Zon-
ing/Environmental Board.
The terms will last until
2019. Koehn replaces Har-
lan Foracker, and Pat
Wendling replaces Bonnie
Wendling. The board now
has nine members.

*The commission ap-
proved a $42,000 contract
renewal with Unruh Mow-
ing to mow at its parks.
Hague said he wanted the
contract put out to bid next
year, in case there were
any new outfits in town
that would be able to bid it

and help the county get a
cheaper price. 

*The county commission
approved paying its weekly
bills for $140,750. During
the bill approval process,
which takes about 15 min-
utes as commissioners look
through the line items and
chat, a strange conversa-
tion arose involving a for-
mer Sedgwick County
Coroner and forensics ex-
pert, Dr. William Eckert. 

The commissioners had
difficulty coming up with
the man's name for a few
seconds before settling that
his last name was Eckert.
Eckert worked high profile
murder cases such as the
Robert Kennedy assassina-
tion and at one point re-ex-
amined Jack the Ripper's
killings, according to his
obituary published in the
New York Times in 1999.

As former members of
law enforcement, both Kre-
hbiel and Commissioner
Chip Westfall apparently
had dealings with the man
and recalled a few stories.

“He would sit there and
eat a sandwich off a body,”
Krehbiel said. “He never
wore shoes, and if he did,
they didn't match. “

*The commission held a
lengthy and at times eso-
teric discussion about a
fence dispute among two
property owners. 

Brad Mosiman owns a
field in the 5900 block of S.
Ridge Road. Out of the
field, a two-acre section be-
longs to another person
who tore down a section of
the fence. 

Mosiman said he occa-
sionally runs cattle in his
field and asked the owner
not to tear the fence down. 

Much of the discussion
at the meeting involved
court precedents surround-
ing a 19th century shared
fence law. Basically, if a
fence runs along a property
line, both property owners
are responsible for main-
taining the fence. No ac-
tion was taken, but a
decision will be made at
the next commission meet-
ing. From the looks of it,
part of the fence will likely
have to be reconstructed
and costs for its mainte-
nance shared. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Ellen Yocum, president
of the Newton Business
and Professional Women,
on April 12, was in front
of 701 Cafe in downtown
Newton, handing out Pay
Day candy bars on Equal
Pay Day.

“This date symbolizes
how far into 2016 women
must work to earn what
men made in 2015” for
the same job, according to
a Newton BPW news re-
lease and Yocum. 

“We're trying to pro-
mote Business and Pro-
fessional Women in
Newton,” Yocum said,
after handing out a candy
bar. “So this president is
trying to promote Busi-
ness and Professional
Women.”

“The gender wage gap
narrowed by just 0.3 per-

cent in the last year, thus
showing women earned
78.6 percent of what men
earned in 2014,” the news
release stated. “This is
based on the median
earnings of all full-time,
year-round workers. For
example, women's earn-
ings were $39,621, while

men's were $50,383. Per-
centage-wise, this shows
that women's earnings
[are] now at 79 percent of
men's, compared to 78
percent last year.”

According to the Census
Bureau, the women-to-
men earnings ratio hasn't
changed much since 2007.

Newton BPW recognizes Equal Pay Day
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton Business and Professional Women President Ellen Yocum,
right, talks to Paige Weaver of Newton after handing her a Pay Day
candy bar.

Annual library book sale slated for late April 

Neysa Eberhard contin-
ues to fundraise for the
Newton Public Library.

Eberhard, the longtime
director of the Newton
Public Library passed
away last November at the
age of 93. 

Eberhard was a woman
of many talents, from man-
aging a library to flying
airplanes to mentoring to
painting. 

After her passing, Eber-
hard's son Terry called up
the library.

“Terry wanted to gift us
with his mom’s artwork,”
Carol Heniel with Friends
of Newton Public Library
said. 

The Friends of NPL will
hold their annual spring
book sale April 21-23. On
the night of April 21, the li-

brary will sell Eberhard's
art as well as the works of
local artists to library
members from 6 to 8 p.m.
at the library. Members of
Friends of NPL will get
first chance to buy the art
as well as the books the
group will sell in the next
two days. 

On Friday, April 22, the
book sale will be open to
the public. It lasts from 9
a.m. to 5:45 p.m. and then
continues Saturday from 9
a.m. to noon. 

The fundraiser helps pay
for the library's summer
reading program as well as
a preschoolers’ reading
program. Last year Heniel
said hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of books were sold,
and the fundraiser netted
$1,000. 

“People walk out with
books; it’s amazing,” He-
niel said. “We have an old
grocery cart. People pack it
up with books in boxes. It's

just what happens.”
Most books are sepa-

rated by category and
priced. Children's books
are sold on a donation
basis. 

“We have a very large
table of children's books,”
Heniel said. “The cost of
children's books is strictly
by donation. If someone
wants to give us all the
pennies in their pocket, we
just say, ‘Take the book;
it's yours.’”

Volunteers organize the
books for sale throughout
the year. Some are books
they think people will like.
Others are books that
might have a bit of mold or
a mark on them. Many
books sold are donated to
the library.

Heniel said that helping
to fund library programs
and exposing the public to
more literature provides a
win-win situation for the
library.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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Harder Family
Construction

Building in Sand Creek Station, 
Stone Creek Estates, Newton & 
surrounding cities & counties.

building 
energy 

efficient
homes

New hhome cconstruction ssince 11974 

614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

Your Independent Agency since 1978

Call Us For A Custom Quote & Personal Attention

Need help with a 
ROLLOVER?

Call us...

Advisory services are provided through Creative Financial Designs Inc., a 
Registered Investment Advisor, and securities are offered through cfd Invest-
ments, Inc., a registered Broker/Dealer. Member FINRA & SIPC. Parsons 
Wealth Management is not owned or controlled by the CFD companies. 

(316) 283-8190 
(800) 827-8190

1023 Washington Rd, Ste 100
Newton, KS 67114

www.parsonswealthmanagement.com
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Patrick Charlsen

Family Owned, Locally Operated, Customer Valued

800-279-8207 / 316-804-4946
ww.charlseninsurance.com

OPEN SUNDAYS!!!

116 W. 6th St
Newton, KS 67114
(316)283-1206

Old fashioned 
donuts at their best!

800-736-4951
400 N. Lancaster • Hesston, KS

www.kropflumber.com
Mon-Fri  7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Sat. 8:00 am to Noon

Unique Tropical Plants 
and Geraniums. 

 Annuals, Perennials, Vegetables, 
and other Garden Essentials

Newton 
2311 Edgemore

North Newton, Kansas
316-283-7093

Hours:
Mon-Sat 9am -6pm

Sun. 1 pm -5pm

Hutchinson
209 S. Valley Pride Rd.
Hutchinson, Kansas
620-662-5591

Jay’s Place opening Thursday

Earned or not, the Iron
Horse gained a bit of a
rough reputation during
its years in operation. 

Jason Hershberger, who
tended bar in Newton for
16 years, six of those at
The Iron Horse, said peo-
ple thought it was a place
to go and get in fights, and
sometimes situations at
the location could get a bit
testy.

Hershberger and his
wife, Renee, recently pur-
chased the bar at 220 N
Main St. It's been closed
since late February and in-
side the closed doors, a re-
model took place. The
Hershbergers repainted
the walls, changed the lay-
out and removed parts of
the ceiling to open the
place up a bit. 

“We gave it a face lift,”
Renee said. “We're looking
to change the environ-
ment.We want it to be a
friendly place to go and
have a drink with friends.”

“Our biggest goal is to
get rid of the stigma that
this place had,” Jason
added.

They will begin working
to change that stigma at 5
p.m. Thursday, April 14,
when they open up
again.They have been
struggling to get a liquor
license since January, but
the license came through
on Tuesday.

Jason said the bar will
feature craft beer on its
four front taps. Domestics
will still be available in
bottles, but he hoped the
change in beer selection
would attract a different
crowd. 

Renee said that Jay's
Place will no longer be a lo-
cation that tolerates scuf-
fles. 

“We're keeping rules
strict,” she said. “There
will be zero tolerance for
any kind of fighting.”

The two said they will
keep the existing list the
Iron Horse had of banned
customers, and anyone

bringing trouble will get
added to the list. 

Jason said in the next
few years he hopes to ex-
pand the building’s back
patio and add on a kitchen.
There's also room for four
more beer taps, if needed.

Until then, they will
serve sandwiches, pizzas,
bierocks from Al's Cafe in
Halstead and other fare
such as chili. 

Renee said she hopes to
use as many locally grown
items in the food as possi-
ble. 

Jason said the bar will
still feature its pool tables
and darts. In the room
where the pool tables are,
a dance floor will be set up,
and he plans to bring in
DJs and possibly live
music. 

Hours will be from 5
p.m. to 2 a.m., he said. 

Hershberger said he and
his wife decided to pur-
chase the building because
he has spent much of his
life tending bar, and it of-
fers him the opportunity to
earn money for his fam-

ily—they have two chil-
dren—instead of just work-
ing for someone else. 

“I just want this place to

be recognized as part of the
community,” he said. “Be-
fore it was sort of the black
sheep of Main Street.”

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Jay’s Place steeped in history
Jason Hershberger said Jay's Place relates back to

his name but also to a bar originally in the location
known as Jay's Bar.

Mike Smith, long-time Newton resident, gave a bit
of insight into the history of the location.

He said that the location has been a bar for a long
time. Before the ’70s it was Jay's Bar, a small beer
joint and pool hall. In the ’70s, the location became
The Legal Tender, which expanded the size of the
bar.

“The Legal Tender was all one big room; those
walls and things weren't in it,” he said. “It had a
great big stage; they'd bring bands in from all over.

“One of the things I always remember when it was
crowded with a band was there was 300 people
packed in there. You'd order a pitcher, and they'd
pass it through the crowd, and when you'd get it, it
would be half gone,” he said.

Smith said the building would serve 3.2 beer and
sandwiches, and it wasn't uncommon to see business
men, teachers, young professionals and railroad em-
ployees all eating a sandwich at lunch and having a
beer. At the time, the drinking age was 18.

“When I was in high school, we used to go and get
a pitcher of beer and a sandwich,” he said. 

The Legal Tender eventually closed down in the
’80s. It became BJ's Bar and then eventually the
Iron Horse. 

Originally at the location, according to the Harvey
County Historical Society, stood a meat market oper-
ated by Pete Parker until the 1920s. 

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Jason Hershberger and wife
Renee stand outside of Jay's
Place. The couple hope to turn the
location, which once was the Iron
Horse, into a friendly place to
have a drink.
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The verb donate means to 
make a gift of or contribute.

DONATE

Try to use the word donate 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Tom was able to donate 
a large sum of money 

to the school’s fundraiser.

This week’s word:

How do you earn money? 
Do you do chores? What 
kind of jobs do you do?

INVESTING
DONATING
INCOME
LEMONS
RHYMES
GARAGE
MONEY
TREES
TRUTH
BLOCK
GROW
EARN
BANK
WORK
KIDS
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Standards Link: Reading 
Comprehension: Follow 

written directions.

Look through the 
newspaper for pairs 
of words that rhyme. 

Can you find five 
or more pairs in 

a short time?

Can you think of three 
more ways you could 
earn some money?

The Big Question
Discuss with your child ways you earned 

spending money when you were a child. Help them think of ways they can earn money.

With a box for a counter,
There’s money to be made
From lemons, water, sugar
By selling

Earning money around the house
Really isn’t super hard.
Just ask a parent if you can help 
By weeding in the

Try this to earn some money:
Ask the neighbors on your block
If you can take their pooches
For a nice long

If you have some old toys
Here’s an idea that will not fail:
You can make yourself money 
By having a garage

Maybe someone that you know,
Maybe even right next door,
Would pay you a buck or two
To pick up something from the

Do you plan how to use your 
money wisely — for spending, 
saving, investing and donating? 
But how do you get money to 
put in the bank?

It might be nice if people would 
just give you money. But most 
people get money by earning it. 
That means they do some sort 
of work in exchange for money.
This is called income.

Have you heard the phrase, “Money Doesn’t 
       Grow on Trees”? The sad truth is, money 
         does not grow on trees. We 
         have searched the world over 
         and can’t find one anywhere.

         But what if we did? It might
     look something like this. How
  much money can you find growing on our 
silly money tree? (Each “leaf” is a $1 bill.)

Olivia and Logan each set up a lemonade stand. 
Count how much money they each made. 

Who made the most?

Follow this “recipe” and start a 
lemonade stand of your own!

You will need to invest a little 
cash to get started. Visit or call 
a local store to find out the cost 
of the items you need. Add up 
your costs to determine your 
price and profit. Here is what 

the math looks like:

Make a big sign to attract 
people to your stand. If it is 

OK with your neighbors, put up 
several signs to direct people 

to your stand. 

On a hot day, you might sell 100 
cups of lemonade! How much 

money would you earn?

A lemonade stand can be 
just a box or a portable table. 
Remember to smile and say 

“Thank you!” to every 
customer.

E X P E N S E S :

I N C O M E :

12 lemons cost ...............................
1 3/4 cups of sugar cost .................
10 paper cups cost .........................

$1.20
.20
.60

Total cost for 10 cups of lemonade: $2.00

10 cups of lemonade at 50¢ each ... $5.00

P R O F I T :

(The money you make after
covering your expenses) ................. $3.00

Find an advertisement in your newspaper. 
Rewrite the ad and substitute the words 
many, few, several, etc. for the numbers. Are 
the numbers necessary? Why or why not?
Standards Link: Math: Students solve problems and justify 
their reasoning.

Are numbers needed?

Kid Scoop is made possible by these sponsors: 

If you like this feature and would like it each week,
consider subscribing to this newspaper, 

which provides Kid Scoop to 
requesting classrooms free of charge.

harveycountynow.com/newtonnow

712 N. Main • Newton
316.284.0390

www.EAULILY.com

Open Sunday
afternoons in

December.

Gifts & Toys 
for all ages.

Some 
handmade, 

all well made!
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