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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Father Juan Garza prays over Estrella Chavez, second from right, before her quinceañera on Saturday, April 8, at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic Church in Newton. At right is her father, Ignacio Chavez, and in the back is her mom, Ana Chavez. BELOW: Estrella
Chavez, right, gets a kiss from her mother during her quinceañera on Saturday, April 8.

A CLOSER LOOK

It looks like a new K-8 school as well as K-4 sys-
tem will not be endorsed by a community task
force charged with making a recommendation to
the school district on a possible bond plan.

Following a good deal of feedback, the school
district pushed off a May bond issue vote and
asked for and approved the formation of a commu-
nity task force to look at facility needs in order to
debate and recommend a future plan for the
board.

The group has met the last two Wednesdays,
and the planning meetings have resembled the re-
ality TV show “Survivor.”

The group's 20-plus members have taken turns
voting to remove various bond plans, and after
four hours of meetings, have whittled the number
down to three, named K5A, K5B and K5C.

K5A would build a new K-5 school and expand
Walton, K5B would increase the size of Walton,
and K5C would build a new school and shift the
Walton program to that school.

Before diving into the issue, it should be noted
that the recommendation is non-binding and the
school board, while they asked for input, will
make their own decision on selecting a bond plan.

It's also not set in stone that any of the existing

School bond
issue coming
into focus

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Plans for downtown brewery announced

They say faith can move moun-
tains. On April 16, The Gathering
congregation will kick off a $5.2 mil-
lion act of faith that will shape the

Newton downtown: a complete
restoration of the Fox Theatre and a
recently announced microbrewery
and burger restaurant.

It's been no secret that the congre-
gation, which owns and has been
restoring the Fox Theatre, has been
preparing over the last year for a
large fundraising campaign to re-

store the theatre to working order
and install gathering spaces and
amenities.

Cutting no corners, Pastor Bran-
don Eck stated the cost of the devel-
opment would be around $5.2
million. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Estrella Chavez was
mostly smiles Saturday
morning and into the early
afternoon during her
quinceañera at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church in New-
ton. After a while, she be-
came tired.

Chavez was the honoree
during the event, which
marked her 15th birthday,
and she posed for many a
photo that day.

“My smile’s getting tired,”
she told photographers and
others after the
quinceañera Mass, offici-
ated by Father Juan Garza.
Chavez, a freshman at
Newton High School, was

picked up that morning by
Winston Sommerfeld with
Country Boys Carriage and
two of his draft horses in a
white carriage, and was
taken to a Newton park for
photos and then on to the
church.

“It’s a tradition for His-
panics,” said the honoree’s
sister, Anabel Chavez, who
also lives in Newton. “Any
religion can have it. It’s
similar to a Sweet 16, but
we do it when they’re 15.”

If the quinceañera is done
in a Catholic church, An-
abel said they have the
blessing from the father.
Chavez turned 15 on April
2.

The Mass, done entirely
in Spanish, included seven

CHAVEZ HONORED WITH QUINCEANERA SATURDAY

Coming of age
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Leroy Dyck smiles while former Newton EMS Chief Jim Werries talks
about him during the Thursday, April 6, awards ceremony. 

Leroy Dyck's working life hasn't fol-
lowed the uphill climb like a lot of
people's, although he's made several
innovations in his line of work. He
just keeps on walking the road.

“My career path has been atypical,”
he said, laughing and sitting in his of-
fice at the Newton Fire/EMS Depart-
ment on East Third Street. “Started
out as second in command and
worked my way down to part time.
That's not the path most people want
to take.”

The 70-year-old has been with the
City of Newton for 47 years, as he was
hired on Jan. 1, 1970, as assistant

chief in the Newton EMS Department
and still is employed there as systems
administrator, only now he works for
the Newton Fire/EMS Department.
The Newton Fire and EMS depart-
ments merged on Jan. 1, 1997, Dyck
said, although they've always worked
together.

On Thursday, April 6, Dyck was
presented with a Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award during the Newton
Fire/EMS Awards Reception at the de-
partment's newest station in front of
an audience of about a couple hun-
dred people. His wife, Vickie, and two
of their daughters, Stephanie and Jes-
sica, also were there. Daughter Emily
was not able to make it. Also receiving
the Lifetime Achievement Award was

Dyck honored with Lifetime Achievement Award
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See DYCK / 15

Editor, paper honored
with investigative news
award by state press

Newton dominates on
the track - Page 13

NEWTON NOW STAFF

On April 7, Newton Now Managing Editor Adam
Strunk found himself nervously drumming the
table at the 2017 Kansas Press Association Presi-
dent’s Banquet. 

He listened as awards were given to the Associ-
ated Press Member of the Year and Associated
Press Staffer of the Year.

He shifted in his seat as the Topeka-Capital
Journal accepted a community service award.

As the PowerPoint presentation at the front of
the room shifted to the Victor Murdock Award and
his face came into view on the slide, he gulped the
last of his glass of water and readied himself to
walk to the front of the room.

Victor Murdock was an editor of The Wichita
Eagle, and the award bearing his names “recog-
nizes a writer or reporter for outstanding journal-
istic standards as exhibited through a story or
series of stories published in a Kansas newspa-
per,” according to the KPA website. 

The winner for the award is chosen from all of
the winners for investigative reporting in the
State of Kansas—daily and weekly newspapers
alike—and has been awarded each year since

- Election - 
Ron Estes wins-Page 16
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Carden gets world education riding his motorcycle

Newton native Tim Car-
den didn't want to spend
the winter in Mongolia
when taking a motorcycle
trip in that area. There's a
reason for that.

“It's the coldest inhab-
ited place on Earth, so no
winter,” Carden said dur-
ing a stop in Newton,
adding it can get to minus
60 degrees.

Carden started taking
solo motorcycle trips after
graduating from Newton
High School in 2005. He
got his first motorcycle
halfway through his high
school senior year. Instead
of getting formal schooling
at college, Carden has
been traveling the world
since he graduated, getting
an up-close, personal view
of the planet, shipping his
bike to various locales
around the world, and
when he has enough
money saved up, he goes
on adventurous bike trips.

“By June after I gradu-
ated, I shipped that bike to
New Zealand and then
eventually took that same
bike to Europe for the
summer,” Carden sad.

Carden's been to many
provinces, countries and
continents, including Rus-
sia, Mongolia, Africa, Eu-
rope, Siberia, South Korea,
Kyrgyzstan, China, Geor-
gia (the country, not the
U.S. state), Greece and
Turkey.

The longest bike trip he
mentioned was during the
summer of 2015 when he
spent some time in Russia,
which was for 3,500 miles.

“That whole trip that
summer was about 20,000
miles,” Carden said.

After the trip Carden
took starting in June 2005,
he returned to Newton and
found a job at Prairie View
as a mental health worker,
saving up his money for a
2008 jaunt to Africa. He
shipped his bike to Cape
Town, South Africa, and
the bike was lost in the
shipping process. Basically,
the container was mis-
placed in Europe. After
getting the bike, Carden
spent five months in Africa
and three months in Eu-
rope. That was the year
the U.S. economy tanked.

“The dollar was super
weak against the euro,”
Carden said, adding gas
was more than $10 a gal-
lon. “That was killing me.”

That year, he shipped

his 2005 Suzuki DL back
to the States, to New York.

“I usually ship to New
York because that's the
cheapest, and then I ride
it back to Newton.”

That was the year Car-
den moved to Santa Fe,
N.M., where he worked as
a nursing assistant and
drove around the States
for four months, ending
back in New Mexico. At
that point, he took a few
years off and got a job as
a property manager set-
ting up art shows and
managing property.

“So I gave up all to take
this most recent trip,”
Carden said.

In 2010, he bought his
most recent bike, a 2008
DR 650, which he named
Ellie. The bike is named
after some of his friends
named Ellie and after
Ellen McArthur, an inspi-
rational solo long-distance
yachtswoman.

He started this trip in
spring 2015 from New
Mexico to Seattle for two
months and then shipped
the bike to Siberia. He
then spent some time
backpacking in South
Korea and Japan. His trip
ended in central Asia, and
on September 11, he flew
back to the States from
Osh, Kyrgyzstan. He had
spent five weeks in Mon-
golia, and at one point,
the rear suspension on his
bike started leaking in
Siberia, and he managed
to ride it to Kyrgyzstan,
where he stored his bike.
Next, Carden returned to
New Mexico for nine
months. Then in May
2016, he went back on the
road, spending the sum-
mer in Kyrgyzstan with a
repaired suspension. He
went to the Pamr region
of Tajikistan and spent
two and a half moths in
central Asia. He left cen-
tral Asia in August 2016
and headed for Moscow
and then traveled to Geor-
gia in September.

“It's incredibly beauti-
ful,” Carden said about
Georgia, adding that is
his favorite place.

Next on the itinerary
was Turkey for two and a
half months. There, he
shared a house with some
friends on the coast, and
from just before Christ-
mas until about three
weeks ago, he was in
Greece. Carden left his
bike in Greece, and it will
be stored there for a year.

With all of this travel-
ing, one might think Car-

den spends a great deal of
money, but that's not the
case. He doesn't spend a
great deal on the actual
bike trips themselves, but
starting out is more ex-
pensive.

“It costs a lot of get
started on one of those
trips,” Carden said.

Costs are cut because
Carden camps about 85
percent of the time. He
also carries his own food
and can filter his water.
Even though he rides solo,
Carden runs into folks, in-
cluding a friend who had
a similar route, and they
randomly met along the
way. Now, Carden's look-
ing for work in New Mex-
ico or Oregon, and if that
doesn't work out, possibly
China.

The Newton native en-
joys taking these trips for
a variety of reasons.

“I like the freedom of it
and the simplicity,” he
said. “Traveling alone
gives you the freedom to
go anywhere you want to.

I definitely prefer being in
nature to being in cities.” 

He also likes the yin-
yang of the trips, as one
day, the weather can be
awesome, and then next
day, there might be rain.

“There's sort of been
such extremes if [travel-
ing] in different circum-
stances,” he said.

Everywhere he goes,
people are drawn to his
bike.

“It's not culturally spe-
cific,” he said. “Every-
where I've been on the
bike, especially kids,
when I pull into town,
they'll freak out, espe-
cially in Africa. It's hard
to not stick out in Africa.”

One of the positives of
his trips is getting help
from complete strangers.

“That's pretty com-
mon—Russians in partic-
ular,” he said.

There are always biker
gangs in Russia, and
they'll help you fix your
bike, Carden said. There
are really no bike repair

shops in Russia like there
are in the United States.
One has to “know a guy.”

“If you're a biker and
especially a traveler,
they're pretty keen to
helping you and painting
Russia in a positive way,”
Carden said.

A few times, someone
became belligerent with
Carden because they
knew he was an Ameri-
can, and the biker he was
with would tell that per-
son to back off, or a
stranger in the grocery
store would intervene.

Carden learned a thing
or two about the Russian
culture.

“In Russian culture,
they're very macho, and
they drink a lot,” he said
about the men, adding
women don't drink much.

He also picked up Cyril-
lic, the Russian alphabet,
and learned some of the
language to get by. He can
understand a fair bit but
can't really speak it, he
said.

He also learned that in
central Asia, the police
are highly corrupt and in-
effective unless you're
paying them.

One of the places Car-
den really enjoyed was
Mongolia, which doesn't
have an infrastructure.

“That's one of the fa-
vorite memories of camp-
ing in the middle of
nowhere Mongolia, and
then there's a herd of
horses around your tent,”
Carden said, adding they
weren't wild horses; they
belonged to someone.

In addition to horses,
Carden came face to face

with other animals, in-
cluding sheep, yaks, cows
and camels, and he said
folks drove them in herds
every day. One of Car-
den's biggest fears, how-
ever, didn't have anything
to do with animals. His
biggest fear was getting a
flat tire in outer Mongo-
lia. And it happened.
Somehow in the middle of
nowhere, quite a long nail
lodged into the tire, and
some locals picked him up
and took them to his
home. While there, a dust
storm popped up, and he
helped herd goats, sheep
and horses so they would-
n't wander around and
get lost in the storm.

“He didn't speak Russ-
ian, so he was just point-
ing, gesturing,” he said of
the man he helped. “I
kind of understood what
he wanted to do. I cer-
tainly wasn't a shepherd
by any means.”

His scariest moment
was when he had a bad
accident on his bike in
Africa, and he was uncon-
scious for about 10 min-
utes.

“That really shook me
up,” he said.

Africa wasn't a place
Carden listed as being his
favorite, which is Georgia.

“But Mongolia is un-
beatable just because
there's nothing between
you and the land,” he
said. “There's no infra-
structure. You're basically
dead reckoning across the
landscape, having a
mountain range to your-
self.”

In Mongolia, Carden
had topographical maps,
as well as maps of dirt
roads, but the dirt-road
maps basically meant
nothing.

What does mean some-
thing, though, is time.

“Time is always what
I've been willing to give to
it,” Carden said about his
trips, adding that time
also seems different when
traveling. “Like traveling
full time—for one year, it
feels like 10 years because
every day is different.
There is no repetition be-
sides your own psyche
and the little bubble
you've created. There's a
different concept of time.
Time takes on a different
feeling. Your concept of
time is completely
skewed. Definitely doesn't
feel like I was in Greece
two weeks ago. It feels
like a different lifetime.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: This photo was taken of Tim Carden in Greece. Courtesy photo
TOP: Tim Carden started riding motorcycles throughout the world after
he graduated from Newton High School. 



First Bank to host Spring
Shred Day

Shred old documents
and protect personal iden-
tifying information at First
Bank's Spring Shred Day
on Saturday, April 15. The
event will be from 9 a.m. to
12 p.m. in the parking lot
located at 1801 W. 1st
Street in Newton (corner of
S. Meridian and W. 1st
Street). Shred-it will per-
form on-site secure docu-
ment destruction. Any type
of paper, envelopes, folders
or binders may be shred-
ded. Rubber bands, staples
and paper clips do not need
to be removed. The cost of
this event is underwritten
by First Bank. For large
commercial shreds, please
contact First Bank prior to
April 15. For more infor-
mation, call 316-283- 2600
or 888-283- 2611.

Rotary Club hosting
satellite meetings

The Newton Rotary Club
will continue hosting satel-
lite meetings on the second
Tuesday of each month at
noon in the Cornerstone
Law building at Seventh
and Main Street.  

The event is to allow
people to come who are not
able to always make the
evening meetings of the
group. The event usually
features food as well as a
speaker. Those interested
in joining the Rotary Club
or seeing what they do in
Newton are welcome to at-

tend. 

Photo program April 25
at Newton library

Veteran storm chaser
and photographer Eugene
Thieszen will present
“Dangerous Beauty:
Storms Through the Lens”
at 7 p.m. April 25 at New-
ton Public Library, 720 N.
Oak.

Thieszen grew up in the
middle of tornado alley in
central Nebraska. He has
been fascinated by weather
and severe storms ever
since an F-5 tornado
passed near his childhood
home in May 1964.

Habitat for
Humanity taking

applications for a house
Harvey County Habitat

for Humanity is taking
applications for their up-
coming build.  

Qualifying applicants
must demonstrate hous-

ing need, have the ability
to pay a monthly mort-
gage payment and be will-
ing to partner with
Harvey County Habitat
for Humanity.  

To learn more and ob-
tain an application
packet, applicants must
attend one of the following
informational meetings:
7:30 p.m. Monday, April
17, or 7:30 p.m. Monday,
April 24. Both meetings
will be at First United
Methodist Church, 801 N.
Main, Newton.  

To learn more, call (316)
215-2746.

—For Newton Now

Inside what appears to
be a small food pantry in-
stalled at the edge of a
Newton yard are tiny bot-
tles of ketchup, after-
school snacks, cans of
soups and veggies, and
paper towels, to name a
few items.

“We call it the Belong
Box,” said John Bjerum.
“I think the reason we
stuck with the Belong Box
is we want it to stick—
you belong in our commu-
nity. We’re all in it
together.”

The box, in the 800
block of East Sixth St., is
for anyone to use.

“The concept is really
the same as take a penny,
leave a penny,” he said.
“You don’t have to be im-
poverished to use it.”

The Belong Box is at
the edge of their property
facing the street, with a
sign that states, “Take
what you need. We are all
in it together.” John made
the box, which is painted
green and yellow.

“It’s kind of an opportu-
nity,” Joanna said. “I
think it’s kind of like a ve-
hicle—it’s just a basic way
to give and receive.”

She said one day, a per-
son might take something
they need, and the next
day, they might leave
something for others.

“They might be drop-
ping off something and
might see something, ‘Oh,
I need that for dinner.’”
John said, adding there’s

no agenda on their part,
and there’s no rich vs.
poor. “Just a community.”

The Bjerums put the
Belong Box up about two
weeks ago, and the inten-
tion was to make it crit-
ter- and weather-proof. So
far, it’s withstood the
rains.

In addition to other
items mentioned, the box
contains toiletries, tam-
pons, toilet paper and
other food. Joanna said
the baby wipes and baby
food haven’t moved as
much, but the after-school
snacks are popular.

“That was almost
empty, so I restocked it
today,” Joanna said Satur-
day. 

That’s the only thing

they’ve replenished.
“We created an opportu-

nity, and we created a
conversation,” John said,
adding it’s for the commu-
nity to decide what to put
in there.

He said they’re both so-
cial workers and believe
in self-determination.

“It’s when people create
their futures,” he said.
“It’s our privilege to go
along with them on their
journey.”

People can use it or not.
“People can enjoy it or

ignore it,” Joanna said.
“Either way, it’s cool with
us.”

“It’s OK as long as it’s
respectful and safe,” John
added.

The idea for the Belong

Box came up when
Joanna was listening to
the radio.

“I heard a story on NPR
about a gal in Wichita
who had done this,” she
said. “I was really in-
trigued by this. I told
John we should do that.”

What they did was sim-
ple.

“Take what we agree
with in other communities
and manifest that here—
what we appreciate in
other communities,” John
said.
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Community sharing and caring with Belong Box on East Sixth
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Lina Bjerum puts an item into the Belong Box, which sits outside of her and her family's home in the
800 block of East Sixth Street. TOP RIGHT: The Belong Box is for anyone to use. 
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Trinity Heights 
United Methodist Church

1200 Boyd Avenue, Newton, Kansas
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the personalized support you need to feel your best.
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The City of Newton is
thinking about changing
up city commission meet-
ing times and wants
some feedback. The move
would put meetings at 6
p.m. instead of 7 p.m. on
the second and fourth
Tuesdays of the month. 

The idea was brought
up as a way to make for
shorter days for city
staff, and the suggestion
was met with mixed re-
views from the commis-
sion as well as the crowd. 

Commissioner Kathy
Valentine said she had
mixed feelings about a
move, as it could affect
the public's access to
meetings.

Commissioner David
Nygaard expressed hesi-
tation toward the plan,
and Glen Davis told the
commission he believed
the meeting time was
originally moved to 7
p.m. to increase public
meeting access.  

Members of the crowd
were not especially big on
the idea, either. 

Barth Hague recom-
mended tabling the idea
and asking for feedback
on the issue from the

community. 
As should be apparent

with a meeting story that
begins with a discussion
about meeting times, the
Tuesday meeting was
fairly light on actual
business. 

Kelly Nachtigal of
Newton was honored for
his photo “Winter Won-
derland” that was re-
cently featured in the
Kansas League of Munic-
ipalities’ Hometown
Showdown contest. The
picture advanced until an
apparent case of voter
fraud knocked it out. For
more information about
this, check out the story
on the controversy, which
can be found on page 16
of this issue of Newton
Now. 

In other news:
• The City of Newton

honored the Chisholm
Middle School Science
Olympiad team at the
meeting. Members in-
cluded Maddie Duncan,
Cami Flores, Ben
Friesen-Guhr, Jakob

Graber,
Clayton
Kauf-
man,
Caleb
Koontz,
Brett
LeVan,
Alfie
Montano,

Ann Pomeroy, Claire Pre-
heim, Tessa Preheim,
Sam Revel, Ben Reyes,
Ember Suter, Alondra
Valle, Lindsey
Antonowich, Abby Deck-
ert and Savanna Garcia.

• The city approved a
lease agreement between
the Newton City County
Airport and the Enter-
prise Rental Car Com-
pany. The company will
provide rentals out at the
airport.

• Jason Mitchell spoke
to the commission as a

member
of the
Harvey
County
Free Fair
Board
about
shooting
fireworks
for at the

fair for 2018. He was ask-
ing the city to keep in
mind funding some of the
show, which would take
place on a Sunday night
following the demo derby.

• The commission held

a 15-minute executive
session to discuss how to
conduct an annual formal
evaluation of City Man-
ager Bob Myers.

When Elmer Reimer hit
his 90th birthday, the folks
at Norm's Coffee Bar gave
him a gift certificate unlike
any other to honor the oc-
casion.

“On his 90th birthday,
Norm's gave him a certifi-
cate for a free latte every
day for the rest of his life,”
said Robert Palmer, who
runs the local coffee shop.

Reimer passed away re-
cently, on Sunday, March
19, at his son's home. He
was 94-1/2. That means he
was able to get four and a
half years of free coffee—
or, if you will, about 1,600
free lattes.

Palmer said Reimer al-
ways ordered a vanilla
latte, although the version
of the drink changed over
time as Reimer developed
health problems. It started
as a vanilla latte, then a
sugar-free vanilla latte
and then a decaf, sugar-
free vanilla latte.

Palmer said Reimer
came into Norm's the Sun-
day after Palmer preached
the first time at Grace.

“He started coming in
regularly after that,”
Palmer said. “We really hit
it off. He was really en-
couraging about Norm's.”

Reimer visited Norm's
pretty much every day and
sat in the same spot, and
he's missed.

“He just had a real way
of encouraging everyone,”
Palmer said. “Yeah, it was
good. It's not the same
without him. He just had a
presence about him. A
number of people have
said he was the stabilizer
in the room. He was calm-

ing. People would often
come up to him, and he'd
sit and visit.”

Palmer said all the
Norm's employees knew
what Reimer drank, and
Reimer had a special
travel mug he always
used.

Palmer enjoyed his
friendship with Reimer.

“He and I had a special
relationship, because we
had time,” Palmer said.

Palmer said he'd talked
to Reimer about things
going on at Norm's, and
Reimer would pray for
them.

“His life story is pretty
amazing, coming from
Canada,” Palmer said,
adding Reimer was in-
volved in Bible camps
early in his ministry.

“[He's] one of those spe-
cial people that was in
Newton,” Palmer said. “He
impacted different people
and us at Norm's.”

Reimer started a Sun-
day school class at Grace
Community Church, and
people still talk about how
great it was, Palmer said.

“His Sunday school class
was really important to a
lot of people,” Palmer said.
“He was just such a gentle
person. Just really cared
and was really kind to
everybody. Just amazing.
Kind of inspired you, be-
cause you wanted to be
like that.”

Bobby Khosravipour re-
flected those thoughts,
saying Reimer was the
best Bible teachers he had
ever heard and met. He
said they became very
good friends, and they'd
have Reimer and his fam-
ily to their house for din-
ner. Khosravipour said he
started going to Reimer's
Sunday school class

around
2001,
and
Reimer
was one
of his
best
Bible
teach-
ers.

Palmer said Reimer
lived quite the adventur-
ous life, even building a
snow car on skids in
Canada, and the people
with the car were the only
ones who could take medi-
cine to people at some
points. Reimer also made
an album of himself play-
ing crystal wine glasses.

Others had nothing but
good to say about Reimer.

“Elmer was my very
dear friend,” Teri DuBois
Mather said. “Elmer
taught me so much. He
was our Sunday school
teacher [75 years of min-
istry] and an amazing man
of God. We will miss him
so very much.”

The former publisher of
the Hillsboro Free Press
and former owner of
Kansas Pubishing Ven-
tures, Joel Klaassen, had
some business dealings
with Reimer.

“I printed a Low Ger-
man translation of the
New Testament for him
more than once a few
years ago,” Klaassen said.
“I knew him through those
transactions over a num-
ber of years. I found him to
be a caring and trustwor-
thy man. He put up with
the difficulty I had work-
ing with the Low German.
Later, I ran into him at
Norm's, and it was cordial
every time.”

The Lord seems to have
been a large part of
Reimer's life. At the age of

14, he came to faith at a
revival in Dalmeny,
Saskatchewan, Canada,
and married Catharina Pe-
ters on Sept. 26, 1943. On
April 2, 1945, their son
David was born.

“Elmer felt called to the
ministry, and the family
moved to Omaha, Neb.,
where he enrolled at Grace
Bible Institute,” his obitu-
ary with Broadway Colo-
nial Funeral Home in
Newton stated. “Within a
few years, he had served
as a summer pastor in
Michigan and then left
school to become the pas-
tor of the EMB church in
Jansen, Neb.”

He was there for several
years before going back to
school in Omaha. He
started pastoring at Kings-
burg Community Church
in South Dakota in 1957
and then was pastor at the
Carter Gospel Fellowship
near Winner, S.D.

He and his wife moved
to Newton in 1991, and
Reimer became pastor of
First Mennonite Church of
Burns.

“Elmer was heavily in-
volved in evangelistic
meetings in churches
throughout the Midwest
and Canada, and in youth
work primarily through
Bible camps,” the obituary
stated. “Thousands of
young people knew and
loved him as ‘Uncle
Elmer.’”

In 1982, he retired from
his pastorate and decided
to raise missionary sup-
port to translate and
record into Low German
the collection of J. Vernon
McGee's “Thru the Bible”
radio series, which was
1,297 half-hour programs
studying the Bible.

“He became the world-

wide Low German voice of
the ‘Thru the Bible’ series,
one of more than a hun-
dred languages into which
the program has been
translated and recorded,”
the obituary stated. “The
Low German programs are
currently being broadcast
regularly to thousands of
Low German-speaking
Mennonites in Mexico,
South America, Northern
Germany and Canada. He
also translated the New

Testament and portions of
the Old Testament into
Low German.”

Reimer had 75 years of
continuous ministry, as he
stopped teaching the Sun-
day school class in Decem-
ber 2015.

“His godly spirit and
faithful ministry will be
greatly missed by his fam-
ily and a host of people
who have known and
loved him,” the obituary
stated.
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Reimer remembered as kind, calm man of God
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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Newton City Commission considering changing meeting times
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adam@harveycountynow.com
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Publishers Joey Young, Lind-
sey Young and I got to attend
the Kansas Press Associa-

tion Convention this week repre-
senting Newton Now, and the
convention's crowd was larger
than usual. 

And while there's a lot of uncer-
tainty due to some notable papers
being bought up by large corporate
ownership, there seemed to be
some optimism within the crowd.
A lot of the local smaller papers
seem to have stabilized, and some
report increases in readership.
There seems to be the idea that
people once again are willing to
pay for news and support journal-
ism of value. 

At the convention I was a bit
taken aback when I went to regis-
ter and I gave my name. There are
not usually a lot of Strunks at
things, so I’m nearly always the
only one in the bunch. The lady
taking names informed me that
she would need my first name, as
three other Strunks were signed
up.

It ended up that Chris Strunk,
who a good many of you might re-
member as a former editor for The
Newton Kansan, was in atten-
dance along with his wife and son,
Ray. Once in a great while I run
into Chris, but it was nice to see
him at the convention. He seems
to be doing well running his paper
to the south, the Ark Valley News
and son Ray is going to college and
following his dad's footsteps. He
has a news internship at the Great
Bend Tribune.  

I thought I'd mention that, since
everyone and their dog around

here either calls me Chris, asks if I
know or am related to Chris, or
even sometimes, how long ago I
left the Kansan to start up this
newspaper. 

For the record, we're second
cousins, and he did give me per-
mission to say we're related. Other
members of the Newton journal-
ism diaspora doing things of note
include Doug Anstaett, a long-time
publisher in the city who is still
serving as president of the Kansas
Press Association. Doug was at the
convention and is an intense and
talented man. 

I'll be honest, he intimidates me
at times I have interactions with
him. He's always interesting and
friendly however and it's not hard
to imagine how he once had the
papers he oversaw humming and
serving the community. 

Bill Wilson a former news editor
from Newton saw his publication,
the Wichita Business Journal,
bring home a pretty good haul of
awards at the ceremony this year. 

Also, to my delight, our paper
also got quite a bit of recognition
from its peers. Newton Now took

19 individual awards home in vari-
ous categories. We have an article
about it somewhere in the paper. 

It gave me a bit of a kick to see
some questioning faces as I kept
making trips to the front of the
room to pick up staff awards for
Newton Now from representatives
of publications such as the Kansas
City Business Journal and the Wi-
chita Business Journal.

I can't stress enough how proud
I am of our talented news staff of
Wendy and Mike, of our graphic
designer Elizabeth, of our ad staff
for supporting this project and of
everyone who works toward mak-
ing this paper happen. 

We kept having people ask us at
the convention how we've made
this paper work and how we put it
together. I didn't have a good an-
swer for them outside of the fact
that we employ exceptional people
and work in a community that val-
ues journalism enough to not only
make Newton Now a viable opera-
tion but a successful one. 

We get to hear from you all
every day about the paper—about
what we get right as well as what
we get wrong. 

Still, it was nice to be evaluated
by our peers in the journalism in-
dustry and know that we are deliv-
ering a quality product to you all. 

Because, in the end, it's the
opinion of you reading this that
matters the most to us, as you are
the ones who support us.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor for Newton Now. He can be

reached at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Convention treated paper well
Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

Encourage local legislators
to stay the course

Well, it’s that time of the
year again; time to start
stashing away that loose

change and mapping out the
movies you want to see this sum-
mer. If it’s any help, I offer you my
unsolicited recommendations for
five picks that should be worth the
price of admission.

As a self-professed
nerd/geek/dweeb, this list is admit-
tedly going to skew a little comic-
booky, so be forewarned. But
there’s a reason these films make
beaucoup bucks at the box office:
these are the movies people want
to see.

So here is my list of the top five
movies worth your hard-earned
$60 (the average cost of a night at
the movies for a family of four) re-
leasing in the coming months.

“Guardians of the Galaxy
Vol. 2” - May 5, 2017

Confession time: “Guardians of
the Galaxy” is my “Star Wars.”
That’s not to say I don’t love “Star
Wars” … I do. But as an early ’80s
baby, I missed experiencing some-
thing as fresh and revolutionary
as the original “Star Wars” trilogy
in theaters. So, to say “Guardians
of the Galaxy” is my favorite Mar-
vel film is an understatement. It’s
my favorite comic book adaptation
ever, and it’s also in my top 10
films of all time (I make a lot of
these kinds of lists in my head). It
has heart, comedy, excellent visual
effects, characters you can care
about and a killer soundtrack. So
to see the same cast return with
the addition of a couple fan fa-
vorites in the lineup, a new galac-
tic threat to contend with and
Kurt Russell as Star Lord’s father
makes this the sequel any
“Guardians of the Galaxy” fan can
get excited about. If you could only
see one movie this summer, this is
the one you can’t miss.

“Alien: Covenant” - May 19,
2017

If you thought the “Alien” fran-
chise died with “Prometheus,”

which was an incredible disap-
pointment that raised more ques-
tions than it answered, I’m right
there with you. I figured they’d
just leave the franchise be and
allow Ridley Scott to be remem-
bered for the films he used to
make. So when I heard he was
making another “Alien” film, my
response was a very unenthusias-
tic “whoopdie-do.” Then I saw the
first trailer with Michael Fassben-
der (back again as android David),
Billy Crudup, Danny McBride
(Kenny freaking Powers) and a
fully revealed Xenomorph, and it
had my attention. Set between the
events of the last film and the
first, this second prequel looks to
explore the aftermath of
“Prometheus,” what happened to
its crew, and how the Xenomorphs
rose to become the threat to hu-
manity they are in the original
“Alien” trilogy. Alright … you’ve
got my money. Again.

“Wonder Woman” - June 2,
2017

Aside from reading a few sec-
ondhand issues of “Batman” and
“Green Arrow” comics, I wasn’t a
big DC kid growing up. My expo-
sure to the DC universe expanded
as I grew older, but I’ve never re-
ally followed Wonder Woman out-
side of her appearances with the
Justice League. As DC continues
to play catch-up to Marvel and
build to their release of the the-
atrical “Justice League” film, we
first get an origin story in “Wonder
Woman,” opening June 2 and star-

ring Gal Gadot in the title role and
Chris “Captain Kirk” Pine as a
supporting lead. I thought Gadot
was one of the best parts of last
year’s “Dawn of Justice,” so I’m ac-
tually looking forward to this one.
It looks to bear a lot in common
with the first “Captain America”
film in visual style, time period
and tone, so that’s definitely a
plus. And the world could use a
strong female superhero to finally
have her own starring role, beat-
ing Marvel to the punch with their
upcoming “Captain Marvel” film.  

“Spider-Man: Homecoming” -
July 7, 2017

I know what you’re thinking: did
“Spider-Man” need another reboot?
Yes and no. When the first movie
came out (dear lord) 15 years ago,
it was fantastic. But this was be-
fore Marvel Studios changed the
adaptation game with “The
Avengers” and its first phase of in-
dividual “Avenger” films. Sony has
done an admirable job with the
franchise over the years (“Spider-
Man 2” is still one of my favorites),
but playing nice with Marvel Stu-
dios and recasting Tom Holland,
an appropriately younger web-
slinger, was the best decision
they’ve made in years. Hence, the
title has a double meaning: this is
the first “Spider-Man” film Marvel
has had direct involvement in, and
it takes Peter Parker back to high
school. With a villain the cine-
matic universe hasn’t seen yet, a
supporting role by Robert Downey
Jr. and a storyline stealing influ-
ence from the recent “Ultimate
Spider-Man” comics, this one’s al-
ready a winner.  

“Valerian and the City of a
Thousand Planets” - July 21,
2017

Yep, I skipped over guaranteed
$100 million-plus draws like “The
Mummy,” “Pirates of the
Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No
Tales,” and “Transformers: Last

Five summer films to rule them all 

Everyone knows we do our best work after midnight.
Senator Carolyn McGinn's sarcastic observation about

the state legislature a few months ago elicited laughter
from the crowd she was speaking to.

And rightly so.
From removing teacher protections to strange school

funding efforts to ineffective tax and revenue plans, our
legislature usually dreams up its poorest and most
laugh worthy laws at the end of the session during late
night last ditch efforts at crisis governance.

Knowing and commenting on all of this hasn't seemed
to make a difference in the past, but we had hope this
year.

Our legislature had a lot of new blood in it and there
was a sense of bipartisanship and optimism that hasn't
been present during previous years of the Brownback
and ultraconservative regimes.

They made pushes and spent time on worthy issues.
They tried to fix revenue issues and reverse the gover-
nor’s disastrous tax cuts, only to get vetoed. They tried
to expand Medicaid, only to get vetoed. They passed a
bill allowing full strength beer in grocery stores. Though
we're not fond of the move, as local liquor stores are
more important to us than Dillons or Wal-Mart, the bill
contained concessions and compromises that would
limit the sales in the stores to beer and not liquor for
the first 10 years and other provisions aimed at helping
the mom and pop businesses it would impact most.

Yet, for all these efforts, the session's end approaches,
and we don't have a tax plan. We don't have an educa-
tion funding formula or school funding figured out in
general. We still have to approve a budget bill.

It's like watching a slow moving train running down
the track with a bridge out. 

We're probably going to go off the rails, but how do
you stop a train?

All we can really do is encourage our legislators not to
settle and not to give in to the arm twisting and bully-
ing tactics that so often have prevailed in Topeka.

Here's the reality: our governor, plus a minority group
of far right legislators are holding together a coalition
just large enough to block every single common sense
law and measure, using his veto power plus their votes
which prevent a 2/3 majority vote to override him.

That, unfortunately but effectively, puts them in the
driver’s seat. They don't want anything to get done, and
if they do, it will be even more regressive policies.

We saw that this week when the governor tried to
throw his support behind a failed flat tax proposal,
which would have done nothing but increased the bur-
den on our working poor. He had vetoed a previous ef-
fort but tried to get a win, saying he'd support any flat
tax efforts.

The Senate held strong and poked the governor in the
eye with a huge majority “no” vote on the policy.

So far, the efforts of our local people have been good
and what we sent them there to do. We're proud of our
three Harvey County legislators, as they've come down
on the side of common sense on every major issue we've
been following. They're acting as moderates even if
doing so will open themselves up to a pile of challenges
and opposition lobbying money in their next election.

But what's going to happen is as the end approaches
there's going to be more and more of an impetus to solve
the huge issues the state faces.

With veto override efforts failing, the coalition of De-
mocrats and traditional Republicans will have to get a
few more people on their bandwagon. Otherwise, any
simple majority bill they pass will also have to have the
approval of the governor.

It's going to set up a game of chicken with both groups
seeing who blinks first.

Or worse it's going to make for a huge amount of arm
twisting to break off enough moderate Republicans to
support whatever kick-the-can and regressive polices
the far right can come up with when it comes to tax pol-
icy, school funding, and solutions to the calamities that
coalition has already inflicted on Kansas.

So our moderates are going to need our support. And
they need to know we sent them to Topeka to fix this
mess, not to be lackeys for a lame-duck governor.

If you feel the same way, send them letters, give them
calls, and remember their stances next year come elec-
tion time.

There has to be a time where we quit this crisis gov-
erning and fix the state.

And as pressure mounts there will be the push for
them to get in line and grease the skids to keep the
train on the rails.

So to Don Schroeder, Tim Hodge and Carolyn
McGinn, we say hold strong, don't give in, don't break.

You can't keep this train on the rails another year, be-
cause it's already a train wreck.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

MANAGING EDITOR

ADAM STRUNK
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JEREMY JASO

See JASO / 7

Hospital CEO thanks local legislators
I would like to recognize and thank our local elected

representatives, Rep. Tim Hodge and Rep. Don
Schroeder, for their support of The Bridges to a Healthy
Kansas Program—also known as “Medicaid or KanCare
expansion.” This week, 81 members of our House of
Representatives voted to override the governor’s veto of
KanCare expansion. The House was three votes shy of
what they needed.

Advocates will continue to work on a Kansas solution
to help people who don’t have access to health insur-
ance. Many of these individuals have jobs, but they can-
not afford insurance. Our current state policy not to
expand Medicaid places Kansas at an economic and
competitive disadvantage relative to the states that
have expanded. It marginalizes Kansas communities
and the well-being of people who live and work in them.

In the six years since passage of the ACA, Kansas has
forfeited $1.8 billion of our own tax dollars because of
the refusal to consider expansion. That means 31 other
states got a portion of our Kansas tax dollars so they
could expand their programs and ensure their residents
have access to health care when they need it. We should
strongly consider bringing Kansas money back to
Kansas.

Congress recently signaled that the opportunity for
states to expand their Medicaid programs would remain
the law of the land, at least for the foreseeable future.
Clearly, the data shows this legislation could have
helped, not hurt, the state’s budget situation. And
clearly, Rep. Hodge and Rep. Schroeder voted accord-
ingly. I urge you to contact your elected representatives
and encourage their continued support for expanding
KanCare. We hope they will have another opportunity
this session. Thank you Rep. Hodge and Rep. Schroeder
for your support of KanCare expansion.

Vallerie L. Gleason
President and CEO of Newton Medical Center
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There is a certain thrill that
comes from mastering the
skills of bicycling—even

when you’re still supported by
training wheels. So the other
night, when my grandson, Keaton,
asked if we could go for a walk
along the Sand Creek Trail so he
could ride his bike, I embraced the
idea.

Over the last few weeks, we
worked on all the biking basics—
using a coaster brake, keeping
both hands on the hand grips and
avoiding the occasional and over-
whelming need to look at some-
thing directly behind him as he
reached Mach speeds. We even
talked about the healthfulness of
biking, and I was confident every-
thing was in place as I fastened on
his royal blue helmet with a chin
strap, careful to not pinch the skin
on his neck.

That lesson had already been
learned, also.

We were on a remote portion of
the trail, which I figured would be
an advantage, since distractions
are an ongoing element for a boy
who is four years old. I pointed the
bike in the general direction of
travel, held it in place while he
mounted the seat and gave a gen-
tle push to get him going.

For the first 15 feet or so, things
worked perfectly. We ascended a
gentle incline, and I reminded him
to control his speed by pressing
backwards on the pedals. 

“I know, Grandpa,” he replied.  
Did I note a touch of sarcasm in

his voice? Certainly, he was too
young to understand its meaning,
let alone its use in conversation.
That’s typically reserved for
teenagers…

Shrugging it off as my imagina-

tion, I leisurely strolled beside
him, making sure I stayed be-
tween him and the creek, since ex-
perience taught me that at any
moment, there was risk of an un-
planned and sudden left or right
turn.  

It was about that time when we
reached the summit of the small
hill.  

He glanced at me, giggled and
began pedaling faster, quickly
pulling away as I briskly walked
to keep up.

Soon, I was jogging.
All of the sudden, his right arm

came off the handlebars, and he
reached for me…

“Use your brake,” I called out
from behind him.

I sprinted and finally caught up,
just as the bike drifted off the trail
and onto a grassy bank.  He fell
into me, and the bike crashed to
the ground.  

Once I caught my breath, we re-
viewed the coaster brake’s use, al-
though I’m not sure the message
registered, because he was preoc-
cupied by a small pile of rocks that
would be perfect specimens for
tossing into the creek.

But not at that exact spot.
“Grandpa, put these in your

pocket,” he said as he held out a

handful of stones in varying sizes.
He hopped back on the bike and
took off in search of a more suit-
able location for their deposit.

By the time we completed 1-1/2
miles, I had easily carried a
quarry’s worth of rocks and a few
pieces of wood…because, “they
float and I like to watch them,” he
explained.

We had two near-collisions with
his mom and grandma, and he al-
most ran four other bicyclists off
the trail. From 30 yards behind, it
looked a little like a car chase
scene in an action-adventure
movie. But luckily, I was able to
catch up to him, just as he veered
into their oncoming path, while he
focused on a water puddle in a
field.  

We loaded the bike into the back
of the car while sweat dripped
from my brow, and I admitted the
walk, or mostly run, provided me a
really good and impromptu work-
out.  

However, the next morning
when I felt muscle groups that I
didn’t even remember having and
limped with a gait reminiscent of a
zombie, I decided that Keaton
needed a little more practice.  So,
that’s what we’ll do…find some-
where with plenty of rocks, sticks,
water and hills with just enough
distractions to keep me running at
full speed. And, just as soon as the
smell of Ben Gay stops permeating
my office, I’ll get it scheduled…

Ken Knepper, who, at one point
felt a tightness in his chest as he

ran to catch the bike, only to later
realize it was the weight of rocks

that he carried, can be reached at
Ken.Knepper@gmail.com.

It's like walking a bike Guest Column

Weigh in

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

Progress slow but
happening in legislative

session

Things don't always feel real,
even when you know they
are, and there is ample evi-

dence of such in front of you, but I
can't deny the fact that I pinched
myself just to make sure I wasn't
sleeping as Adam Strunk's name
was announced as the Victor Mur-
dock Investigative Journalism
Award winner on Friday night in
Topeka. 

Ever since I got a phone call
from a young college journalist
nearly a decade ago to inquire
about internship opportunities at
The Clarion, I knew something
special was in store for Adam. 

He interned for nearly nothing
that summer and worked hard. He
got some great clips and went on
to take a job at the Lawrence Jour-
nal-World after graduating from
the University of Kansas. 

When I got the opportunity to
buy The Clarion and then to hire
that former intern, I couldn't pass
on the idea. 

From day one Adam made our
newspaper and company better.
Sure, he was messy, got off topic
while talking about work, and
sometimes he drove me nuts, but
all of those things seemed to also

make him who he is. 
Adam really did all he could at

The Clarion, guiding two overall
sweepstakes awards in our divi-
sion at the Kansas Press Associa-
tion (we just four-peated), and he
needed a new challenge that
wouldn't be found in his childhood
stomping grounds. 

We launched Newton Now. All of
the sudden a new community with
a competing newspaper was more
than enough challenge for him to
step up to. I think he has done an
excellent job guiding our paper,
which is now a year-and-a-half old. 

Adam volunteers on several
boards, stays active in city and
county government, and knows
more about what is going on in

Newton than anyone I could name. 
That is what you want in a

managing editor. I shouldn't have
been surprised as he accepted an
award that hasn't been given to a
weekly newspaper in over a
decade. He not only earned it with
his extensive reporting and work,
he deserved it as one of the best
reporters and editors in this state. 

Newton Now, a still new paper
in reality, is on the map with the
likes of the Topeka Capital-Jour-
nal, Wichita Eagle, Hutchinson
News, Kansas City Star, and the
old Doug Anstaett led Newton
Kansan—something we couldn't be
more proud of.  

From the publisher of Newton
Now, majority owner of Kansas
Publishing Ventures (which pub-
lishes Newton Now) and most of
all a friend, I would like to con-
gratulate Adam Strunk on an ex-
cellent job and a well-earned
award. 

Please do the same if you see
him around town. 

Joey Young is the publisher of
Newton Now. He can be reached at

316-281-7899.

Editor Adam Strunk has come a long way

CONVERSATION PIECE

KEN KNEPPER

PUBLISHER

JOEY YOUNG

The regular session ended last Friday. Although the
heavy lifting is still yet to come, a lot of work has
been accomplished, even if it was just testing the

palates of legislators on revenue changes.
Two goals I had going into session were to get an ad-

justment budget (also known as rescission budget) passed
and sent to the governor. This is the bill that reconciles
fiscal year 2017, which ends June 30. The bill provides us
with a $50 million ending balance. The second goal was to
craft our FY 2018 and FY 2019 mega budget and have it
pass on the Senate floor prior to our leaving town. This
was accomplished and was the first time in recent years.
The Senate put money in the budget for mental health
crisis stabilization and the senior care act that was re-
moved by the agen-
cies and the governor.

The mega budget
requires a revenue
package to balance
and will include
adjustments if ad-
ditional revenue is
needed for a new
education bill. Also,
since there was not
desire to sell off our
tobacco settlement
money, we will
need to find another way to fund the state’s portion of
KPERS.

Two weeks ago, the Medicaid expansion bill, HB 204
was debated and passed in the Senate 25-14, and I voted
yes. The expansion of Medicaid will give Kansas the op-
portunity to draw federal dollars to help insure 150,000
Kansans living without healthcare. These individuals are
our working poor, they work 40 hours or more a week but
are unable to afford insurance on their own. Federal tax
dollars paid by Kansans are now going to other states who
have expanded eligibility, which means Kansas taxpayer
money goes to those states.

During the debate, there were a number of amend-
ments offered, some not to make the bill better but rather
to file postcard, gotcha votes for future campaigns. One
amendment in particular, offered by Senator Pilcher-
Cook, was very disturbing to me. The amendment would
not have allowed private family practice doctors (who do
not perform colonoscopy, mammograms, prostate exam,
etc.) to share about Natural Family Planning to Medicaid
eligible patients. For this reason, I did not support this
amendment. The vote will be portrayed by special interest
groups as a vote supporting abortion, for me that couldn’t
be further from the truth. The amendment was voted
down.

The Medicaid expansion bill was vetoed by the governor
and was four votes shy in the House to override his pen.
The issue is likely stalled for this year.

Last week, an agreement was made to settle the 25
year dispute of having 6.0 percent beer in grocery stores.
The Kansas Association for Responsible Liquor Laws and
the Kansas Association of Beverage Retailers saw the
writing on the wall for the future of 3.2 percent beer.  3.2
percent cereal malt beverage is measured by weight, 6.0
percent beer by volume and equates to very little differ-
ence. The bill will keep wine and liquor out of “big box”
stores for 10 years. Under the bill, liquor stores will be
able to sell seltzer, tobacco and lottery tickets. The bill
passed 27-11; I voted yes.

On April 26, I will return to Topeka to work on the om-
nibus budget. Both House and Senate budget committees
will tour the Osawatomie Mental Hospital that lost CMS
certification of beds. We will also assess the Lansing
Prison to look at a proposal by the Department of Correc-
tions to build a new prison in response to aging of the fa-
cility; main portions of the building were built in 1859. We
will also receive an update on the consensus revenue esti-
mates to help us determine our balance for our FY 2018
and FY 2019 year end. Veto session begins May 1 and is
scheduled to end on day 90, which is May 14. Let’s hope!

Carolyn McGinn is a member of the Kansas Senate.

KANSAS SENATOR

CAROLYN MCGINN

Knight” to save my
fifth pick for a film
you may not have even
heard about yet. This
adaptation of a French
comic series is di-
rected by Frenchman
Luc Besson, the guy
responsible for 20
films you have proba-
bly seen, but most no-
tably “The Fifth
Element,” which “Va-
lerian” looks strikingly

similar to. And I say
that with excitement.
Starring talented, rel-
atively fresh faces like
Dane Dehaan and
Cara Delevigne, the
film even has a recy-
cled “save the galaxy”
storyline like another
movie on this list. But,
again, that’s not a bad
thing. It may be a
dark horse on this list,
but don’t be surprised
if “Valerian” steals
some “Spider-Man”
movie dollars come
July.

JASO
From Page 6

Not quite right
I read the article on the closing of the VFW Post 971

building on March 30, 2017, and one paragraph needs
clarified. As members of the VFW and American Legion
know, the commander and quartermaster are responsi-
ble for the post and its functions. The quartermaster
has the responsibility of making sure the bills are paid
for the post and their lounge. 

The statement that the manager didn't pay the taxes
was a bit ambiguous. In the case of taxes, in this day
and age of the Internet, the state does this by a secured
line. Reports are submitted and transfer of funds by this
means is the responsibility of the quartermaster or the
commander, as they are the only ones that have the
proper password and security answers if needed. This
information is not privy to managers or members. It
should be changed after each change of command. If the
manager had this information and did, it would be
fraudulent for him to do so. The past quartermaster did
not uphold his responsibility. 

Don Moody
Active member of Post 971 beginning 1976 and

three-time commander

Farmers Market is coming up
Local gardens are being planted in anticipation of an-

other productive marketing season at Harvey County
Farmers Market. Opening day has yet to be determined,
however, it will be discussed at the annual spring
HCFM meeting, to be held on Tuesday, April 18, at 7
p.m. in the Harvey County Courthouse basement, west
half of the community rooms.

Primarily an organizational get together for the up-
coming season, there may be a few procedural items to
vote upon. This meeting is open to all current members
of HCFM and also to those in the community wishing to
join HCFM for a season of friendship and prosperity.

For any interested ‘new’ vendors with questions about
sales tax: yes, all products sold at HCFM are subject to
sales tax. Options include a Kansas sales tax registra-
tion for the individual vendor, or vendor sales may be
reported and taxes paid to our market manager each
session. 

We have many new activities and exhibits planned for
the 2017 season. Vendor, consumer or ‘just browsing,’
come ‘grow’ with HCFM. In early May, HCFM will plan
to announce opening day.

Norm Oeding is a board member of HCFM
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plans will stay the same, or some sort
of hybrid out of the plans might come
out of the task force. This article is
primarily to provide an update on
where the group is at currently.

Methodology
The group is made up of a mix of

teachers and community members.
According to Superintendent Deb

Hamm there are 13 community mem-
bers, 10 teachers and one member of
classified staff.

Some were asked to be on the group
by the district, some were a part of the
strategic planning process and others
volunteered.

There appears to be a fairly good
size contingent of Walton representa-
tion on the board, with either Mayor
Barry Wentz or his wife, teacher An-
gela Black, Troy Holdeman and Mal-
lory Horton.

The fate of the Walton School and if
it will stay open in Walton or if the
program will be moved has been prob-
ably the largest point of discussion
around the bond issue and remains an
undercurrent within the group.

The task force has been facilitated
by DLR, the group that the district
contracted to oversee bond issue and
bond designs for the school district.

It's presented the group with a nine
different configuration options and
the point of the meetings, so far, has
been to remove bond plans that the
group doesn't need.

To do so, the group used electronic
clickers and voted on various ques-
tions in between discussions with
small groups and the whole room
about various issues. At the first
meeting, it took about 20 minutes, but
they decided that it would to set a 65-
percent threshold to move forward
with a group decision.

K-8 plans removed
The group removed all plans con-

taining a new K-8 building after much
debate.

Members within the group listed a
number of cons with having a single
K-8 building in the school district.

One common complaint was that a
K-8 building separate from the dis-
trict's existing middle school system
would isolate students and make a
high school transition more difficult
for them.

Others spoke on the benefits of kids
going through the same changes in
life being in one building as opposed
to being mixed with younger children.

“There's a lot of life that happens
and milestones that you work for,"
Tera Thomas said of students’ sixth
through eighth grade years. "I'm nerv-
ous about keeping kids in the same K-
8 school and then introducing them
into the high school level. I want to
make sure we're being cognitive of
that potential environment. I'd be
supportive of K-5, 6-8, and a high
school. I believe they are deserving of
a transition."

K-4 plans removed
This issue took longer to settle than

the K-8 issue, but the group was
asked to decide between maintaining
a K-4 system with buildings or mov-
ing to a K-5 system. The question was
posed, because determining that ques-
tion was necessary to understand
when the district would look at plans
of a possible new school or building
expansions.

Eventually, the group voted in favor
of a K-5 system for future district
planning on a vote of 70 to 30 percent.

The pros of the system would be ad-
ditional room within the two existing
middle school buildings in the district,
which are closest to capacity. Putting
grades K-5 in elementary buildings
would remove about a quarter of the
capacity of the two middle school
buildings, which would transition
from a 5-6 building and a 7-8 building
into two 6-8 buildings. Additional
space in the elementary schools would
be provided by equalizing students,
redrawing school boundaries and pos-
sible square footage additions. The
cons to the plan would be changing
the existing make up of Chisholm and
Santa Fe Middle Schools.

Members also mentioned a decrease
of school transitions for students
being a benefit of the change.

The K-4 options as a whole were
less efficient than the K-5 options and
would have required expansion of the
middle schools or the construction of
an additional K-8 school to relieve
pressure from Chisholm and Santa Fe
buildings.

During the conversation, Superin-
tendent Deb Hamm was asked why
the district originally made the switch
to K-4 schools from K-5 schools, and
she said the switch was done before
her time and to her understanding
was not favored by educators, though
she admitted that it was possible
opinions on the issue changed since
the switch was made.

Demography
During the meeting, members of the

task force asked for information about
the school district's demography
study, and while that information
wasn't quite available, they were pre-
sented with a heat map showing the
densities of student populations
within Newton. The map showed a
high density of students south of the
railroad tracks in a diagnose stretch
from Old Main to High Street, as well
as higher densities surrounding the
high school and another density
pocket located south of Highway 50.
The lowest density of student popula-
tion came from North Newton and

from Walton. The demographic plans
should play a role in planning as all
of the bond options include equalizing
the number of students at each
school, which would likely mean re-
drawing grade school borders. At
least one member of the group
pointed out that redrawing borders
could help out with crowding prob-
lems.

"We're talking about all these dif-
ferent options, but we've got a man-
agement of people problem," Jason
Mitchell said, saying building new fa-
cilities isn't always the best answer
for a crowding issue.

Hamm agreed, later addressing the
group and saying that crowding is-
sues could be solved by either adding
a section to a grade school or building
a new K-5 grade school, but it wasn't
necessary to do both.

Plan K5A
This plan would renovate Walton

and expand it to a two-section K-5
building, increasing its capacity to
348 students. It would also build a
new, two section K-5 elementary
school. Of the remaining plans, it's
likely the most expensive and least ef-
ficient, with all elementary schools
filled to 71 percent of capacity, though
a supporter of the plan could say it
leaves the district the most room to
grow. District middle schools would
also operate under the 79 percent ca-
pacity.

Plan K5B 
This plan would renovate Walton

and expand it to a two-section K-5
building, increasing its capacity to
348 students but would not build an
additional two-section new school. If
students were equalized, that would
put all grade schools at 86 percent of
capacity. DLR defined a range of 80-
89 percent capacity as an ideal effi-
ciency, leaving room to grow but not
too much space as to be inefficient.

Of the plans remaining, this would
likely be the cheapest plan but would
not include a school or expanded facil-
ity south of Highway 50.

Plan K5C 
This plan would close the current

Walton facility and build a new two
section K-5 school and likely move the
existing Walton program there. Grade
schools would operate at the 86 per-
cent capacity level, and the district
would have the flexibility for future
planning of building a school where it
most anticipated population growth.
The plan would likely be in the mid-
dle of the other two when it comes to
expenses.

Hybrids 
It's absolutely possible in the next

two scheduled conversations the
group comes up with other plans it
likes. One plan floated out was to
build a seventh and eighth grade
building on the high school campus.
At future meetings, such plans will
likely be discussed in more detail.
The existing plans at least provide
bones or a starting point for conversa-
tion.

Where are the cost estimates, and
what about the high school?

Notably missing on all of these
plans are the actual costs of them.
DLR promised to allow the group to
see and discuss costs but first wanted
them to eliminate the plans that
they didn't like or didn't think would
work. Members of the group said the
cost information would be beneficial
when making decisions.

"Why we don't bring up dollars first
is we don't want it to be based on dol-
lars," DLR employee Troy Wade, who
helped facilitate the meeting, said. He
explained they wanted the group to
first evaluate what options were the
best. "These conversations don't go
forward until we talk basic dollars,"
he assured the group of the continu-
ing process.

At this point, it seems that the
group will talk about high school ren-
ovations and expansions at upcoming
meetings, but so far that part of a
bond issue hasn't came up in discus-
sions. Currently it's being treated as
for granted that a high school renova-
tion would be a part of any bond issue
vote, and it was included in all nine
options shown. However, it will be in-
teresting to see how the group treats
the issue and if they go after the $38
million price tag of the high school re-
model or change some of the plans
originally floated for the school re-
model.

The question of finances will also
be a large one, as the group will have
to weigh not just what is the best op-
tion but what is the best option that
the majority of district voters will
favor will be.

Task Force Members
An attendance roster listed the fol-

lowing members of the task force:
Michelle Berquist, Angela Black, Jen-
nifer Criswell, Lou Didier, Tim Dudte,
Liz Gunn, Tom Hatch, Trog Holde-
man, Des Martens, Carson Matile,
Mike McConnell, Jason Mitchell, Mal-
ory Morton, Stacey Musser, Megan
Nagel, Patrice Olais, Keith Penner,
Holly Ruth, Zandra Sawatzky, Eliza-
beth Schmidt, Scott Seier, Tera
Thomas, Barry Wentz and Perry Win-
ter.

Remaining plans
Now three plans remain for the

group to debate on, though it's possi-
ble they will come up with additional
plans or hybrids.

For additional maps and break-
downs see our website: 
harveycountynow.com

BOND
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“We’re going for compelling,” he stated.
“Quite frankly, we believe Newton needs
something exceptional like this to happen
right now.”

The group’s fundraising plans now in-
clude taking 10 percent of what is raised
and applying it to a railroad themed brew-
ery/restaurant called Station House,
which would ideally be located somewhere
in the Newton downtown.

“Momentum and excitement continues
to build around the renewal of the Fox
Theatre, and we don’t want any of that to
go to waste,” Eck stated about the restau-
rant/brewery.

Following Easter, he said the group will
kick off the fundraising campaign to com-
plete the projects. 

The congregation has already put in
$200,000 to buy the property and restore
the building to a working, usable order.
On top of that, Eck said they've put
$150,000 toward the new fundraising proj-
ect.

Eck said he hopes to raise another $1
million locally, with the rest of the goal
being made up by sizable donors his con-
gregation he has been in touch with as
well as others across the state and coun-
try. Eck has the goal of completing the
fundraising by June, as in June of 2017.  

“It sounds like a lot, and man, we've
been crunching these numbers since the
end of last year,” Eck said. “We've gotten
to the place where we're not scared. If the
people of the town could come together
and do something like this, the ownership
they could have would be amazing.”

All of these projects are a part of the
congregation's “Newton Reborn” campaign
that seeks to provide a resurgence within
the City of Newton as a way of physically
demonstrating the love and compassion of
God. 

“I know that Jesus is all about life and
people experiencing life,” Eck said. “He
creates places and spaces for life to flour-
ish. We're interested in that as well. We're
interested in places and spaces for life to
flourish. Do we want people to come to
know Jesus? Absolutely. But it has to
begin on a relational level.”

Eck said the brewery project would take
an additional $520,000 to accomplish and
would serve as a place for the community
to gather, for people to learn and a job
training location. 

“Newton's behind the trend on having a

local craft brewery,” he said. “There's lots
of people working at it and trying to get it
going. That's been our big dream for a
year now.”

“We've got Back Alley Pizza; we have
701 Café; we have great locations,” he said
of the downtown. “We want this to be a
thing that helps make Newton more of a
destination.”

Eck said he understands that a brewery
might not be the first thing that comes to
mind when someone says church project
and, in some circles, a church helping
start a brewery would be controversial. 

“We're not promoting drunkenness and
a lifestyle that dishonors Jesus,” he said.
“But in that craft beer movement, it's
about life, it's about community, it's about
celebrating local heritage and local ingre-
dients. It's something you can gather
around and enjoy. I think it will have an
economic impact on Newton; it will inspire
more.”

He said he views both projects as eco-
nomic missions work. He said the church
already does support missionaries over-
seas, but these projects provide mission-
ary work to the community they exist in. 

He said his congregation hopes to pro-
vide employment to those in need of work
and teach skills and build resumes so em-
ployees could find gainful employment if
they decide to move on. 

“We want to do things like that right
here in the community,” he said. “We want
Newton people to be able to work out at
the Station House. I don't want it to be an
end all, be all in their lives, but we want
them to be trained in doing this in excel-
lence, to have a sense of ownership, and
we by all means want this to be a stepping
stone in their lives to something bigger.”

Eck said he already has a local brewer
in mind to run the beer making end of the
operation and would look for local help
and oversight on how to make the restau-
rant work. 

All of this sounds like a lot. Eck admits
that. But it's his belief that he and the
congregation are called to demonstrate
their faith by helping the people and com-
munity around them. 

“In local communities the visible
demonstration is sometimes so lacking.
We're convinced that Jesus isn't just wait-
ing for us. He wants the church to show
people.”

More information on all the projects as
well as fundraising information is avail-
able on the Newton Reborn Facebook page
or on newtonreborn.com.

PROVIDED PHOTO
An architectural markup of what the brewery could look like in downtown Newton. 

BREWERY
From Page 1

attendants, with Gabriel Christianson as
the escort of honor, who wore a white
shirt, unlike the other male attendants,
who wore black.

“He was talking about being a good
daughter, a good sister, a good friend and
a good student,” Anabel said about what
Father Garza said during his sermon. 

The Mass also included communion,
Chavez getting a hug from her father and
a kiss from her mom, Chavez kissing the
Bible, her turning over her bouquet of
blue and white flowers and getting roses,
and getting blessed by the father near
statues of the Virgin Mary and Jesus.
After the event, there was a party in Wi-
chita.

Chavez glowed as she walked down the
aisle, entering the ceremony with her par-
ents holding both sides of her powder blue
gown, while she carried flowers and wore
a tiara.

Chavez’s sister and mother were glad
for her milestone.

“Very happy because it’s another—she’s
my younger sister,” Anabel said. “But I’m
sad, because she’s growing up so fast.”

“I feel happy for her,” Chavez’s mom
Ana Chavez of Newton said following the
ceremony. “I’ve already had two
quinceañeras [for other children] in the
past. She’s the third one.”

Ana also said quinceañeras are usually
just for girls, although boys have them
once in a while. Chavez’s father is Ignacio
Chavez of Newton.

Chavez also was happy about the
event.

“It feels like I’m very grateful my par-
ents had enough money for this ’cause it’s
a lot of money,” she said. “It just feels like
you’re a princess for a day, and the whole
day is about you.”

Chavez said she would have liked all of
her family in Mexico to have attended.

“I wish they could have been here,” she
said. “My grandma had a lot of kids.”

Her grandma, who was there that day,
had 18 children and had just arrived
from Mexico the previous day. Chavez
added her dad’s side of the family had 12
children.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Estrella Chavez’s parents, Ana Chavez, left, and Ignacio Chavez, walk her down the aisle during her quinceañera
on Saturday, April 8, at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in Newton.

AGE
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Find more every day at: HarveyCountyNow.com
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Louise Cynthia Can-
field, a librarian for the
Peabody school district,
passed away Tuesday,
April 4, 2017. 

A memorial visitation
was from 3 to 4 p.m. Fri-
day, April 7, at Spring

River Christian Village
Chapel. 

In lieu of flowers, the
family asks you donate
your time to a skilled
nursing facility in your
area.

LOUISE CANFIELD

Violet E. Mitchell, 97,
of Newton, died Monday,
April 10, 2017, at Asbury
Park in Newton.

She was born on Dec.
2, 1919, in Newton, the
daughter of E. Warren
and Flora Anderson Cre-
glow. A lifelong resident
of Newton, Violet gradu-
ated from Newton High
School.

Violet married Harley
Mitchell on Sept. 17,
1950, in Newton. He
died on April 16, 1995.

She was a longtime
member of the New Life
Assembly of God Church.
Violet enjoyed playing
the organ in churches in
Wichita and Newton.

Survivors include her
daughter, Cheryl
Warashina of Wichita;
nephews, Dale Sump of
Newton and Steve
Mitchell of Phillips,
Maine; and niece, Mar-
cia Mitchell of Hinsdale,
Mass. 

Violet was preceded in
death by her parents;
husband; sister, Helen
Sump; and son-in-law,
Jim Warashina.

Funeral services will
be at 2 p.m. Monday,
April 17, at the New Life
Assembly of God Church
in Newton. Interment
will be in the Greenwood
Cemetery in Newton.
The casket will be open
at 1 p.m. Monday at the
church.

A memorial has been
established with the
New Life Assembly of
God Church and Good
Shepherd Hospice. Con-
tributions may be sent to
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, 120 E.
Broadway, Newton, KS,
67114.

Condolences may be
left at www.broadway-
colonialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

VIOLET E. MITCHELL

Florence Brown was
born on Nov. 7, 1919, in
Peabody to Clarence and
Florence (Baker)
Fitzwilliam.

Corky married Colonel
William A. Brown on
April 12, 1943, in Wi-
chita. They were mar-
ried for almost 74 years
prior to her death.

Corky was a strong
and independent person.
She was considerate,
thoughtful and had a
wonderful sense of
humor. She loved the
outdoors, was a great

artist and had a strong
flair for pretty clothes.

She is survived by her
husband, Col. William A.
Brown. She was pre-
ceded in death by her
parents and son, Michael
Brown.

A graveside committal
service will be at 2 p.m.
Thursday, April 13, at
Greenwood Cemetery in
Newton. There will not
be a public visitation.

Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton is in
charge of arrangements.

FLORENCE BROWN

Chester
(Chet) G.
“Parky”
Parkhurst
went to
meet his
Heavenly
Father and
be reunited
with his
wife Eloise
on Saturday, April 1, at
the age of 99.

Chet was born Sept. 3,
1917, in Newton to
Arthur and Minnie
Parkhurst and was the
oldest of two children.
He met the eventual love
of his life, Eloise, while
in the Newton Junior
High. He immediately
told his friends to stay
away. They eventually
wed in 1937 and were
married for more than
73 years.  

Chet was preceded in
death by his parents and
his wife, Eloise. He is
survived by his brother,
Max (Joyce); son, Greg
(Sharla)’ and two grand-
children, Jordan and
Shelby, all of Wichita.  

Chet joined Beechcraft
in 1942 as a third-shift
security guard. He left
Beech in 1943 to serve
his country in the USN

and returned
to Beech in
1946 after re-
ceiving his
honorable dis-
charge. Chet
finished his ca-
reer at
Beechcraft in
1984 with more
than 42 years

of loyal service that con-
cluded with him as man-
ager of sales/orders. His
dedication to his work
only was surpassed by
his love of God and fam-
ily.  

He passed away know-
ing exactly what he
meant to his family. Rest
well, Dad (Grandpa);
give Mom (Grandma) a
big hug and know that
we will see you all again
one day.

Visitation was at 9:30
a.m. Wednesday, April
12, at Mt. Vernon United
Methodist Church in Wi-
chita with a funeral
service following at 11
a.m. Memorials may be
made to the church. Bur-
ial followed the service
at 2 p.m. at Greenwood
Cemetery in Newton. Pe-
tersen Funeral Home in
Newton is in charge of
arrangements.

CHESTER PARKHURST

Erwin
Theodore
Olson,
beloved hus-
band, father,
grandfather,
great-grand-
father and
physician,
died Sunday,
April 9, 2017,
at Wesley Medical Center.  

Erwin was born Nov.
12, 1919, in Lindsborg.
Initially working as a
chemist during World
War II, he was trained as
a physician at the Univer-
sity of Kansas Medical
School in the Navy and
served as a flight surgeon
in the Air Force during
the Korean War. He came
to Newton in 1954, first
as a general practitioner
and, after additional
training, as Newton’s first
pediatrician. He was in
practice at the Bethel
Clinic for 40 years. There
is hardly a family in the
area that did not benefit
from Erwin’s wisdom and
healing. Always an advo-
cate for children’s health,
Dr. Olson actively partici-
pated in the Kansas
branch of the American
Academy of Pediatrics, in-
cluding the presidency in
1979-1982. After retire-
ment, he volunteered
with Newton Health Min-
istries, traveled, golfed,
gardened, skied, and
greatly enjoyed well-
earned leisure time with
his family and grandchil-
dren.  

In 1968,
Erwin and his
wife Gertrude
turned a great
tragedy into a
loving legacy
after their son,
Charles, died
in an accident.
He was a tal-
ented musi-

cian who expressed a
desire for all music stu-
dents who wished to be
able to have private les-
sons. His parents recog-
nized this passion by
establishing the Charles
Olson Instrumental
Music Scholarship Fund.
To date, the fund has sup-
ported scholarships for
hundreds of music stu-
dents at Newton High
School.

Erwin is survived by
Gertrude, his wife of 75
years, Brenda Covert
(Tom Covert), Kent Olson
(Cornelia Krahn), four
grandchildren, Brian
Covert (Nenita Covert),
Jill Koshiol, Katherine
Olson (Jason Rogers) and
Andrew Olson (Emily
Hedges), and great-grand-
son, Jack Rogers.

A memorial service will
be at 2 p.m. Saturday,
April 15, at the Newton
Salem United Methodist
Church.

Memorials may be
made to the Charles
Olson Memorial Music
Scholarship Fund. Pe-
tersen Funeral Home in
Newton is in charge of
arrangements.

ERWIN OLSON

Albert
John Ensz,
93, died Fri-
day, April 7,
2017, in
Hesston.

Albert
was born
Oct. 16,
1923, near
Beatrice,
Neb., to Gerhard and
Barbara (Jantzen) Ensz.
He grew up working on
the family farm, instill-
ing a lifelong interest in
the weather and concern
for how the crops were
doing. After World War
II, he answered the call
to help transport ani-
mals to Europe, serving
on the USS Morgantown,
carrying 700 horses to
Poland. Being a “seago-
ing cowboy” was a signif-
icant experience in his
life, and he enjoyed
many reunions during
the years with fellow
shipmates. In the early
1950s, he applied for
service with Mennonite
Central Committee and
was sent to Paraguay,
South America. He did
maintenance work and
was a driver for the
Mennonites working
with the leper colony. 

After returning to the
states, he was looking for
work and left Nebraska
to visit a cousin in the
Newton area. He landed
a job at Claassen Lum-
beryard, so he moved to
Kansas. He married
Bertina Schmidt in 1955
at Grace Hill Mennonite
Church. In the late
1960s, he changed jobs
and spent his remaining
work years at Kropf
Lumber in Hesston. He
was known as the man
in the “striped overalls.”
Church memberships in
Kansas included Grace

Hill, Hesston
Inter Mennon-
ite and Faith
Mennonite in
Newton. In his
leisure time, he
enjoyed family
vacations spent
camping; wood-
working proj-
ects;

gardening, and watching
any Nebraska sports
event. 

He was preceded in
death by his parents, his
siblings, William, Jo-
hanna, Ruth (Schultz)
and Dorothy (Claassen);
and his wife, Bertina
after 60 years of mar-
riage. 

He is survived by his
daughter, Rhonda (An-
thony) Horsch; son,
Jonathan (Denise) Ensz;
grandchildren, Rachel
Horsch Andreas (Jason),
Stephan Horsch, Ashley
Ensz Chambers (Jason),
Nathan Ensz, Michael
Dukes, Brian Dukes,
Danielle Dukes Janzen
(Travis); and great-
grandchild Evie Cham-
bers.

Visitation was
Wednesday, April 12, at
Petersen’s Funeral Home
in Newton with the fam-
ily present from 6 to 8
p.m. to greet friends.  A
graveside committal
service will be at 9 a.m.
Thursday, April 13, at
Grace Hill Mennonite
Church Cemetery. A me-
morial service will be at
10:30 a.m. Thursday,
April 13, at Schowalter
Villa Chapel in Hesston.

A memorial has been
set up for Schowalter
Villa, 200 W. Cedar, Hes-
ston, KS, 67062. Pe-
tersen Funeral Home in
Newton is in charge of
arrangements.

ALBERT ENSZ

Friday, April 14
TBA—NHS Track at Shocker Pre-State. Cessna

Stadium.
9:30 a.m.—Spring Toddler Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert.

Grand Central.
6 p.m.—Friday Night Games. Grand Central.

Saturday, April 15
TBA—Bethel Track at Bethel Invitational.
8:30 to 11 a.m.—Ballet Fun Run. 
9 a.m. to noon—Family Carnival and Easter Egg

Hunt. Newton Armory.
10 a.m.—Bethel Tennis at Southwestern College.
1 p.m.—Bethel Softball at Ottawa.
2 to 4 p.m.—Song Writing 101 with Bryan Masters.

Carriage Factory Gallery.
3 p.m.—Teen Tech Take Apart. Newton Public Li-

brary.

Sunday, April 16 (Easter)
7 a.m.—American Legion Monthly Breakfast.

American Legion Post 2.

Monday, April 17
TBA—Bethel College Golf at KCAC Champi-

onships.
All Day—Grand Central Billiards. Four competi-

tion quality tables available for use Monday through
Friday at Grand Central.

10 a.m.—Blood Pressure Check. Grand Central.
11:45 a.m.—Friendship Meals. Call (316) 283-2222

for reservation. Monday through Friday at Grand
Central.

Noon—Community Council on Police Facilities
Meeting. City Hall.

1:30 p.m.—Golden Notes. Call at (316) 283-2222 to
schedule a performance. Grand Central.

4 p.m.—Aviation Commission Meeting. Newton
City/County Airport.

4 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Newton Public
Library.

6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members
and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2.

7 p.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton Pub-
lic Library.

7 p.m.—Beginners Square Dance Class. Grand
Central.

Tuesday, April 18
TBA—Bethel College Golf at KCAC Championships.
10:30 a.m.—Bingo. Grand Central.
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Craft Handwork. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert of

Park City. Grand Central.
4 p.m.—NHS Baseball vs. Campus. Centennial Park.
4 p.m.—NHS Softball vs. Campus. Athletic Park.
6 p.m.—American Legion Auxiliary Meeting. Ameri-

can Legion Post 2.
6:30 p.m.—NHS Soccer vs. Salina Central. Fischer

Field.
7 p.m.—The Shawnee-Arbuckle Cattle Trail Author

Discussion. Newton Public Library.
7 p.m.—Harvey County Farmer’s Market Spring

Vendor Meeting. Community Room, Harvey County
Courthouse.

7 p.m.—Round Dance. Grand Central.

Wednesday, April 19
9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.—Bethel College Life Enrich-

ment. Krehbiel Auditorium in Luyken Fine Arts Cen-
ter, Bethel College.

1 p.m.—Cards/Games. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool for Women. Donation of $1

per week. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Bethel College Softball vs. St. Mary. Bethel

College.
1:30 p.m.—NHS Swimming at Salina South. 
3 p.m.—Bethel College Tennis vs. Bethany College.

Bethel College.
3 p.m.—NHS Tennis at Riverside Tennis Center.
3:30 p.m.—Master Builders LEGOs. Newton Public

Library.
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Grill Special (Enchi-

lada Bake). Members and guests welcome. American
Legion Post 2. 

Starting in May, free events will go in the New-
ton Now Community Calendar while anything
with paid admission will go in the monthly Buy-
ers Edge. If you have an event you would like to
have in the Edge, the deadline is the last Wednes-
day of the previous month. To submit events for
the community calendar or the Edge, contact
Mike Mendez at mike@harveycountynow.com.

Criminal:
April 5
Burglary of an Apple

iPad from motor vehicle,
204 W First St.

April 2
Theft of a trailer valued

at $1,500, 1004 Cherry
Hills Drive

March 31
Theft of wooden kiosk

with cash box with $160 in
it, 106 E Eighth St 

Arrests:
April 8
Paula Schmidt, 45, Ar-

lington, warrant, 1800 Blk
of Severance Hutchinson

Gabriela Gonzalez-
Erives, 34, Newton, operat-
ing a motor vehicle without
valid license 300 Blk N
Main, 

Christopher Nuss, 31,
Hutchinson, possession of
stimulant, 1700 Blk S
Kansas Ave

Chelsey Novotny, 27,
Hutchinson, possession of
stimulant, 1700 Blk S
Kansas Ave

April 7
Claire Brubacher, 43,

Newton, DUI,  1300 Blk N
Spencer

Andrew Twombly, 35,
Hutchinson, warrant, 400
Blk SE 14th St. 

Lana Purkey, 46, Culli-
son, warrant, Topeka

April 6

Daniel Mitcham, 53,
Newton, warrant, 400 Blk
SE Eighth St

Billy Haffner, 36, New-
ton, Driving while a habit-
ual violator, 1000 Blk E
Broadway

April 5
Christina Goodrich, 33,

Reading, theft, 1700 Blk S
Kansas

Jason McCartney, 38,
Valley Center, DUI, 700
Blk Washington

Michael Collier, 31, New-
ton, Domestic Battery 100
Blk Springlake Dr

Amber Stafford, 37, Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk
Elm St. Wichita, 

Hector Rubio, 37, Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk
Elm St. Wichita, 

April 4
Andrew Rivera, 33, New-

ton, McPherson, warrant,
800 Blk Main St

April 3
Nicholas Lopez-Gonza-

lez, 28, Newton, aggra-
vated endangering a child,
reckless situation to a
child, 600 Blk Medical Cen-
ter Drive 

Tiffanie Hastings, 21,
Newton, driving with in-
valid license, 200 Blk N
High St

Jerry Wells, 43, Hutchin-
son, Assault, 1300 Wash-
ington Rd

Anderson, Wade
marry March 17

Kristopher
M. Wade and
Jacqueline
S. Anderson,
both of New-
ton, were
married Fri-
day, March
17, 2017, by
the Rev.
Peter Hart-
man.



Roundtable on Thursday
Join USD 373 Superin-

tendent Deborah Hamm
for an informal time to
visit about the district's
comprehensive plan and
vision.

The next scheduled
Roundtable will be from
11:30 a.m. To 1 p.m.
Thursday, April 13, at
Prairie Harvest, 601 N.
Main St. Free coffee will
be available.

Newton Medical Center
to hold donation drive 

Newton Medical Center
(NMC) is holding a dona-
tion drive for durable med-
ical equipment (DME) on
Saturday, April 22, from 9
a.m. to noon.

The donation drive will
jump start NMC’s new
DME Closet, which will
provide gently used med-

ical equipment to NMC
patients. The closet, a first
of its kind for the hospital,
will offer convenience and
optimize safety for those
without means to obtain
recommended equipment.

The following gently
used equipment will be ac-
cepted: wheelchairs (no
rips or tears in seat mate-
rials); walkers (front

wheeled, three or four
wheeled, standard and
hemi); canes (single point
and quad); bathroom
equipment (shower chairs,
tub benches, grab bars,
tub and toilet rails, toilet
frames and bedside com-
modes). Equipment may
be dropped off at the front
entrance of the hospital,
600 Medical Center Drive.

During the morning,
participants can enjoy free
coffee and donuts, courtesy
of Starbucks and Hurts
Donut.

NMC will continue to
accept DME donations
after the drive. For addi-
tional information or to
schedule a future dona-
tion, call 316-804-6019.

—For Newton Now

Page 10      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now    April 13, 2017NEWS

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

4:00pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:00am Sunday School

9:45 am Fellowship
10:30am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel A.M.E.
Church

711 E. 11th Street
9:45am Sunday School

1:30pm Worship

Hillcrest Community
Church - A

Foursquare Church
431 W. 12th

9:30am Cafe Connect
10:30am Worship

Iglesia Del Nazareno
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible
Church

900 Old Main
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship”

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass
10:30am Sunday Mass

6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship
11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Hillsboro Free Press
116 N. Main

Hillsboro
620-947-5702

www.hillsborofreepress.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
http://thecreationstation.

vpweb.com

701 Cafe
701 N. Main St, Newton

(316) 804-4573
www.701cafe.com

Special thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

If you would like to become a sponsor of the Newton
Area Church Directory, please contact Shannin Rettig at

shannin@harveycountynow or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

When Dickey’s Barbe-
cue Pit went out of busi-
ness, it left a void in the
building at 214 E. 12th
St. The building’s owner,
Murray Anderson, saw
an opportunity to fill the
building with something
the town itself has been
void of: a local family
burger and shake joint.

“People have talked to
me about something
other than fast food and
a restaurant period,” An-
derson said. “And people
have come up with all
kinds of different sugges-
tions, as you can imag-
ine. And the predominant
missing restaurant in
Newton was a good, fam-
ily style, mom-and-pop
burgers and shakes.”

With some experience
in restaurants before,
with 12 Brew right be-
side where the new place
will go, and restaurants

in the old food court
when the outlet mall
opened, Anderson isn’t
foreign to the business.

But operating under the
concept that if you are
going to do it, you should
do it right, Anderson set

out on a mission to eat
burgers at similar
restaurants in the area
to gather research on

what things work and
what things don’t. 

Having been told he
was crazy buying the ex-
pensive espresso ma-
chine he bought for 12
Brew but having the in-
vestment pay off with the
early success of the busi-
ness, he has confidence
in people’s willingness to
support a quality prod-
uct. 

Anderson doesn’t want
an over-expanded menu
full of mediocre food but
wants to do a few items
well.

“We are looking at a
menu of hamburgers,
cheeseburgers, French
fries, onion rings,
chicken tenders for the
kids, a chicken sand-
wich,” Anderson said.
“Not an expanded big,
large menu like some
restaurants. This will be
more of a typical burger
shake place. We will have
a homemade chili that
will allow you to do chill-
cheese fries, a chili

burger, Frito pie.”
Raising his own chil-

dren in Newton, Ander-
son always had a hard
time deciding where to go
after sporting events. He
wants the new restau-
rant to solve that prob-
lem and become a
gathering place for fami-
lies with young children
and a place high school
kids can get together as
well.

“It was always a
dilemma after the game,”
Anderson said. “Where
do you go? There are just
very few places that lend
themselves to this kind
of environment. So that
is kind of what this is. It
is just a mom-and-pop
version of just good qual-
ity hamburgers at a rea-
sonable price.”

While there is still a
lot to hammer out before
the restaurant becomes a
reality, Anderson is look-
ing at opening sometime
in May or June.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

Anderson to open burger restaurant where Dickey’s used to be

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
The building at 214 E. 12th St. that used to be a Dickey’s Barbecue Pit will become a family burger and
shake restaurant sometime in May or June.

NEWS BRIEFS
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1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114

If you can
DREAM IT,
We can 
BUILD IT! 1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114BUILD IT!
We can 

DREAM IT,
If you can

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114

Patrick Charlsen

Family Owned, Locally Operated, Customer Valued

800-279-8207 / 316-804-4946
ww.charlseninsurance.com

Furniture Warehouse

NEW OFF THE FLOOR - CLOSEOUTS!!
Queen Pillow top mattress set, ERV $599.00 NOW $299
LaCrosse Bonded Leather Sofa ERV $1099.95 NOW $598

Ashley Double Recliner Sofa ERV $999.00 -
ONE ONLY NOW $499

Two Ashley Corner Sectionals Two colors ONLY $599

200 N. Main, Newton | 316-283-8536 | 1-800-439-0271

Hale's Sales and Service
804 SE 125th N
Sedgwick, Ks 67135

Ph# 316.772.5853
Fax 316.772.0043

www.halessalesandservice.com

Hale's Sales as Sales and Servicea
804 S

ww .halessalesandserwww

Fax 316.772.0043
Ph# 316.772.5853

Sedgwick, Ks 67135
804 SE 125th N

.comviceandser

GUN AUCTION
OVER 150!

Saturday, April 22
Kenwood Hall, Saline Co. Expo, 900 Greely - Salina

Military Rifles & Handguns: US, Jap, Swiss, Swede, Italian,
German, Russian, Polish, Finn, French & British. Modern &
Vintage Rifles, Shotguns & Handguns: Colt, Ruger, S&W,
H&R, Mossberg, Winchester, Remington, Savage, Iver
Johnson, High Standard, Stevens, Ithaca & Marlin.  
FEATURE GUNS: M1941 Johnson, Jap Paratrooper, Ger-
man G43, SAA Colt, M91 Russian, Enfield .22 Trainer &
Commemorative Colts. MISC. Holsters, Knives, Swords &
Bayonets. 

For Complete Detailed List Go To 
www.ThummelAuction.com

Interested in owning a home?...

Call or text 
(316) 215-2746 

with questions or to 
reserve your spot.

Harvey County Habitat for Humanity helps 
qualifying households achieve the goal of 
home ownership. To qualify, applicants 
must demonstrate:

1. The need for housing
2. The ability to pay a monthly mortgage
3. The willingness to partner with Harvey 
County Habitat for Humanity

To learn more and get an application 
packet, attend one of our upcoming 

information meetings.

Monday, April 17  and  Monday, April 24 
 7:30 p.m. � Methodist Church, 801 N. Main, Newton

Don�t disqualify yourself!  Attend and find out more. 
                 Successful applicants must attend one of these 

                                   meetings to receive an application packet.

With the resignation of
Assistant Superintendent
Russell Miller, the New-
ton Board of Education
during its Monday night
meeting approved district
office alignments for the
2017-18 school year.

Miller accepted the po-
sition of assistant super-
intendent for human
services with the Andover
school district, and his
last day will be June 30,
Newton Superintendent
Deborah Hamm said.

“Russ is leaving, so we
realigned the district
services,” Hamm said
after the meeting. “We're
actually reducing one FTE
at the district office.”

That means one full-
time position is being
eliminated with Miller
leaving.

The realignment in-
cludes Matt Morford
being director of business
services, Sheila Wendling
as assistant superintend-
ent of instructional serv-
ices and Jane Nichols as
director for human serv-
ices. Their first day with
those titles is July 1.
Their current titles in-
clude Morford, director of
business services; and
Wendling, director of in-
structional services.

Hamm said they're pro-
moting from within the
district.

The board approved the
realignment 6-0 with
Board Member Renee Er-
ickson absent. Board
members there in person

were Tim
Hodge, Bar-
bara
Bunting,
Dick
Koontz,
Steve
Richards,
Matt
Treaster and
Carol Sue Stayrook
Hobbs.

In other business, the
board:

• Had discussion in-
volving the comprehen-
sive planning update and
set May 1 as a special
board meeting. In addi-
tion, they learned that
since the March meeting,
the Community and Edu-
cation Facility Team came
together a couple of times
“to review options, discuss
pros and cons, and review
information” regarding
the plan, which will in-
volve a bond election in
September. 

“Both community
events were very well at-
tended for those that were
on the team,” Hamm said,
adding they seemed to be
very well engaged.

The team includes 10
instructors and 13 com-
munity members. Teach-
ers are Molly Schauf,
Jerry Epp, Patrice Olais,
Angela Black, Jennifer
Criswell, Liz Gunn, Car-
son Matile, Megan Nagel,
Tom Hatch and Perry
Winter. Community mem-
bers on the team are Bar-
bara Lee, Jason Mitchell,
Stacey Musser, Zandra
Sawatzky, Elizabeth
Schmidt, Scott Seirer,
Michelle Bergquist, Tim
Dudte, Troy Holdeman,
Des Martens, Mallory
Morton, Holly Ruth, Tera

Thomas and Barry Wentz.
• Received a demo-

graphic report. The re-
port, or “Student Heat
Density Map,” shows the
density of students resid-
ing in Walton, North New-
ton and Newton, as well
as where students in the
district reside. The high-
density areas were pretty
scattered around the
towns in various loca-
tions.

• Received a report on
enrollment projections,
which are expected to
grow, including at the
Walton Rural Life Center.

“Again, they think the
growth is expected to in-
crease with some growth
activity,” Hamm said.

• Met for about 20 min-
utes in executive session
to discuss personnel, ne-
gotiations and student
matters.

• Honored district
Kansas Teacher of the
Year nominees. These
were Megan Nagel, who
teaches at Santa Fe 5/6
Center, and Nan Bergen,
who teaches at Newton
High School. 

“She really does stand
out as an exceptional
teacher for our district,”
Hamm said about Nagel,
adding she was the
founder of #placetobe.

Of Bergen, Hamm said,
“Nan, of course, teaches
German for the school dis-
trict and has for many
years taken students to
Germany,” adding she
does fabulous work with
students, giving them
more of a world view.

• Approved the consent
agenda 6-0. This agenda
included minutes from the
March 13 meeting, bills,

treasurer's report, person-
nel report, disposal of un-
usable equipment and
approving the purchase of
HP Zbooks.

• Approved 6-0 project-
based learning training,
which will be this summer
in Texas. 

“A plan will be devel-
oped to have a certain
number of staff trained
each year in this instruc-
tional approach,” accord-
ing to written information
given to the board. “Title
II funds will be used to
pay for the expenses of
registration, hotel, trans-
portation and meals,
which will be approxi-
mately $39,741.”

• Listened to a report
on the Newton High
School Ag Career Acad-
emy.

“The team is now mov-
ing toward an implemen-
tation of the Ag Career
Academy in the 2018-19
school year starting at the
10th-grade level,” written
information given to the
board stated. “Students
will progress through the
academy their junior and
senior years. During the
’17-’18 school year, we are
working on curriculum
alignment, grant writing,
professional learning and
marketing.”

• Listened to Hobbs as
she informed those at-
tending there will be an-
other Railer Round Table
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 13, at
Prairie Harvest. Hamm
will meet with the public
regarding the district's
comprehensive plan and
vision.

• Met for about one and
a half hours.

District office realigns work duties, board hears report on education team
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Miller

Security solutions to be costly but
necessary, in commission's opinion

The courthouse needs
security, and it's going to
take a full time officer, a
review by the department
of Homeland Security and
a possibly costly remodel to
get that accomplished.

That's the opinion of the
Harvey County Commis-
sion after hearing a long
presentation from county
staff members about secu-
rity issues the building
posed. 

The issue came to a head
in the beginning of April
after there were three dif-
ferent physical incidents,
two resulting in criminal
charges, that occurred at
the courthouse. 

One involved a man get-
ting angry at his lawyer in
the court room during a
parental rights case, lead-
ing the lawyer to believe
he was going to be
punched; the second in-
volved another parental
rights case that led to a
disorderly conduct arrest
in the parking lot. And the
third involved a man
yelling obscenities and
threats at a traffic clerk. 

According to the traffic
clerk, the man threatened
to kill the woman before
paying a $207 fine. At the
time he reached in his
pocket to pay the fine, the
woman said she had no
idea if he was reaching for
a gun. 

"If that man had pulled
a gun and shot me that
day and you were attend-
ing my funeral, ask your-
self, would you have
implemented courthouse
security?” she said to the
commission. 

The man left the office
and a warrant has been is-
sued for him for making
criminal threats, which is
why the clerk's name isn't
included in the article at
the behest of Judge Joe
Dickinson. 

Dickinson did much of
the talking to the commis-
sion, saying that the sec-
ond floor needs at least an
officer up there full time to
serve as a deterrent for
bad behavior. He also rec-
ommended a significant
overhaul of the courthouse. 

“Thinking about what to
say to you guys, this group
of commissioners has been
forward thinking in so
many ways,” he said. “I
don't know why, but on
this thing, we're way be-
hind the curve on this.”

Dickinson said
there's a serious as-
sault once a week
in the United
States in court-
houses, and county
employees deserve
to feel safe. 

The presentation
did have an effect on
commissioners, including
Randy Hague, who said
he'd be in favor of broad
measures to ensure em-
ployee safety. 

“We brag about how
we're one of the lowest mill
levies of the state,” he said,
referencing a sheet he was
holding with state mill
levies that he was pre-
sented during a previous
discussion. “If it comes to
being a low mill levy or the
safety of our citizens, this
is not worth the paper it’s
printed on.”

Westfall and Krehbiel
echoed a need to upgrade
the county building's
safety. Currently, in most
service offices, there's
nothing but a counter sep-
arating the public from
county employees. On the
second floor, Dickinson
said when they know there
will be someone in court
who could possibly cause
trouble, they request for
security, but there's not al-
ways an officer up there. 

In the short term,
County Administrator An-
thony Swartzendruber was
told to work with Sheriff
Chad Gay about figuring
out how to have a prison
employee working security
at all times on the floor. 

In the long term,
Swartzendruber said the
county needed to take a
holistic approach to evalu-
ate county security, and
that approach would begin
with having a security
evaluation of the court-
house conducted by the
Department of Homeland
Security. 

The recommendations
made by that group would
then provide the county of
a plan of improvements. 

That could mean metal
detectors, bulletproof glass
in the building or other
changes. 

“This is not going to be a
cheap fix,” Westfall said.
“We need to look at it as a
holistic approach. 

We do have a security
problem, because society
has changed. It's not going
to be a cheap fix, folks. It
will require dipping into
the reserves. It's going to
require some mill levy. I'm
not sure we're exempt on

this from the tax lid.”
Westfall then

turned to Dickinson.
“But maybe we have
a couple district court
judges willing to
make a ruling on
that.”

Westfall also did
admit that in the

metro area, the Harvey
County Courthouse lagged
far behind its peers, and it
was a problem that should
be addressed.

More plans will be dis-
cussed on safety in the
courthouse after the home-
land security info becomes
available, but this looks to
be a storyline that will con-
tinue and could require
significant debate and
eventually remodeling and
expenditures. 

In other news, 
The county gave the

Parks Department the go
ahead to conduct more of a
study into the cost and ad-
ministration of a public
archery range at East
Park. The commission
gave the parks department
the go ahead to continue. 

In response to reading
about a suggestion of a
Newton Police Task Force’s
idea to hold an open house
at the police station, Com-
missioner Chip Westfall
said the county should also
hold an open house on
their side of the law en-
forcement center so the
public could compare the
state of upkeep between
the two facilities. Westfall
was saying in a round-
about way that the county
has done a better job of
keeping up their side of the
building. 

The county hired Kyle
McCaskey, previously of
the Hutchinson News, as
its public information offi-
cer and special projects co-
ordinator. McCaskey's job
will include representing
the county to media outlets
as well as working on
larger marketing projects
for Harvey County. 

McCaskey was a sports
reporter at the Hutchinson
News and received the
2014 sportswriter of the
year award from the
Kansas State High School
Activities Association. Mc-
Caskey previously worked
for KFDI as well as the
Derby Informer after grad-
uating from Wichita State
University in 2010. 

The county awarded
road bids this week for up-
coming summer projects.
Cornejo and Sons won the
low bid for one project with

a bid of $919,293 and Dus-
trol won the bid for the
county's Hot In Place Recy-
cling for $402,220. The
commission noted the
prices, which were lower
than usual, and were told
that due to the Kansas De-
partment of Transporta-
tion cutting back on
projects, contractors were
in need of work. 

There will be a retire-
ment reception for Glenda
Prieba, who has spent 40
years with the KSRE Har-
vey County Extension of-
fice. 

The event will be held
Monday, April 17, from 1 to
4 p.m.

The Harvey County
Commission approved an
expenditure of $216,680 to
pay its monthly bills. 

County Clerk Rick
Piepho gave an estimate
about possible voting
turnout for the U.S. House
of Representatives Special
Election. He said that he
had had about 900 ad-
vanced voters so far, com-
parable to this year’s
primary. Comparing that
interest to the primary’s
interest, he guessed be-
tween a 25 and 30 percent
turnout of registered
county voters in the elec-
tion. 

Harvey County Parks
Director Kass Miller gave
a report on a recent Easter
egg hunt. He said 3,000
eggs were picked up in less
than 15 minutes at the
Harvey County Easter egg
hunt. Miller estimated
more than 200 kids
showed up for the hunt.

Twenty three employees
of Harvey County are par-
ticipating at the Newton
YMCA as a part of the
Harvey County Health and
Wellness initiative. 

Walton sent the county a
thank you letter for the
road work the county did
in the city. 

Swartzendruber an-
nounced a tentative meet-
ing time and date from 3-5
p.m. on May 3; the City of
Newton and county will
have a group meeting of
their commissions. 

“We're going to talk a bit
about neighborhood revi-
talization program, we're
going to talk about the
drug task force and there
may be some airport infor-
mation to discuss by then,”
he said.

Swartzendruber said no
location for the meeting
had been decided upon. 

The meeting lasted
nearly three hours.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Westfall
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Full Time Concrete Laborers 
in Newton, Kansas 

M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Previous concrete or construction 

experience is a plus but we do offer 
on-the-job-training as well.

Excellent benefits including health/ 
dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 

retirement, vacation and holidays. 
Please contact the main office at

2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 
an application or 

call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

Prestressed Concrete is seeking

Local company is looking
for drivers to transport
railroad crews up to a
200 mile radius from

Herington.
Must live within 20 miles of
Herington, be 21 years or

older, valid driver's 
license and a pre-employ-

ment drug screen is 
required. A company 

vehicle is provided, paid
training, and benefits.

Compensation 
is $8.50 per hour.

Apply online at 
www.hallcon.com

Salon Help Wanted
2 positions:

Stylist (able to cut
men’s hair too!) 

& Nail Tech
Experienced & dependable. 

Call Jeanne Penner 
at 620-947-3401 
or 620-947-2248

111 E. Grand Ave, Hillsboro
Needed: 

Direct Support Worker 
to work for an individual

with a developmental
disability in the Newton

KS area. Looking for
someone who wants to

make a positive impact in
another person’s life.

Must be at least 18 years
of age.  $8.50 per hour.
Full-time and part-time.
Evenings and weekend

hours. 
Email a resume to 

susans@skilonline.com 

in Florence is accepting 
applications for a 

Manager
and

Sales Clerks

401-K,  Vacation
Apply in person 

at Hwy. 50
Florence, KS

PRODUCTION HELP WANTED
MONDAY-FRIDAY

2nd Shift: 4:00 pm to 12:00 am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 

620-947-2664

Marion County Road & Bridge
is accepting applications for a   

Supervisor 
with experience in highway con-
struction to include building of
roads, bridges, & culverts. A
CDL is required at time of hire
for this position. This position
may be required to manage up
to 30 employees at times. Must
be able to follow and carry out
duties on a daily and weekly
basis. The duties will be given by
the Superintendent. A team
worker is a must.

Applications may be picked up
at the Marion County Road &
Bridge Office, Courthouse,
through April 14, 2017. 

Drug testing will be required.
EOE

Hillsboro Middle/High
School has an opening for 

a full-time 
ACADEMIC SKILLS 

COORDINATOR
beginning in August of

2017. A teaching license 
is not required for this 
position. Coaching and 

other supplemental 
duties are possible. 

Applicants should complete
the online application from
Kansasteachingjobs.com or

the classified application
from www.usd410.net.  
Include three references

with the application. 
Also, submit a cover letter

and resume.  
The position will be open
until filled. Salary: $14.00
per hour/8 hours per day.

Job Duties: 
• Works with at-risk high
school students in an individ-
ual or small group setting to
reinforce material introduced
by the classroom teacher.
• Assists in delivering reme-
dial instruction to identified
at-risk students.
• Communicate with teachers
to ensure success of stu-
dents.

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

Looking for a patient,
kind, experienced 

person to help with
care of  an elderly 

person in their home
in Hillsboro.

About 25 hours/week.
If  interested, 

call 620-386-4720.
Leave a message 

if  no answer.

Medical 
Assistant

Prairie View Newton is 

currently accepting 

applications for a full time

outpatient Medical 

Assistant. Must have 

Medical Assistant 

certification and 1 year 

experience. Behavioral

Health experience preferred. 

Please visit our website,

www.prairieview.org, 

to apply. EOE

Marion Assisted 
Living is looking to
expand our team! 

We are looking for honest,
positive, self-motivated

C.M.A.s with a passionate
care for the elderly. 

If you are interested in a 
full-time evening or part-
time work in a community

dedicated to providing com-
passionate care, please call
Bonnie at 620-382-3000 or
stop in for an application at

200 Eisenhower, 
Marion, KS 66861 

$Sign on bonus$ 

*If you have just taken the
CMA Course ask about our

Class Fee Refund Program!*

If  you enjoy caring for
the elderly, come be a

part of  our team.

Diversicare of
Council Grove
has openings for

RN/LPN
Apply at dvcr.com

For questions, call Becky
Johnson, RN DON, at

620-767-5172.
Drug Free and EOE.

If  you enjoy caring for
the elderly, come be a

part of  our team.

Diversicare of
Council Grove
has openings for

CNA
Apply at dvcr.com

For questions, call Becky
Johnson, RN DON, at

620-767-5172.
Drug Free and EOE.

1 Employment
Store Clerk Position! Please apply at Jump
Start, 401 N. Commerical, Sedgwick KS.
15-1tp

Employment book for sale at Faith and
Life Bookstore, Newton. JOB and LIFE
OPPORTUNITIE$: MOVING UP. 15-1tp

2 Announcements

Public Announcement
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Garage Sale
Peabody Citywide Garage Sale! Friday
14th and Saturday 15th. Multi Family Sale
808 N. Poplar, Peabody. 15-1tp

92 Lakeshore Dr. Marion County Lake. Fri.
8-5, Sat. 8-1. 4 poster high bed, single
bed, exercise equipment, pedestal sink,
and much more!. 15-1tp

3 Merchandise

Beef For Sale
Locally raised Angus butcher beef. Quar-
ters, Halves or Whole available. Call 620-
381-0968 for details. 15-2tp

4 Services 
Handyman, jack of all trades, master of
none. Carpenter, painting, drywall, flooring,
mowing, tree trimming etc. Call 785-258-
3473. 13-3tp

Small Town
Living at its Best
• Spacious 1 bedroom

apartments available now.
• Just northeast of Wichita

in the beautiful Peabody,
KS.

• Income based. 62 or 
older or disabled.

Utilities paid. Call today.
620-983-2958

Indian Guide 
Terrace Apartments

501 North Vine Street
Peabody, KS 66866

(Some market rent
apartments available.

Call for details.)

5 For Rent

Homes/Apartments

• Lowest priced Satellite in town
• 24 hour emergency 

maintenance and management
services

• Located across from the 
Hospital

• Small pets welcome
• Income guidelines apply

Apply Mon-Th • 10 am-3 pm  

Clean, spacious 1 bdrm
apartments with a quiet 
patio entrance to your 

1 level apartment.

GOLDEN AGE
HOMES

has immediate openings for:

201 E. Helen St.
Herington

785-258-2510

Wright’s 
Storage

$25
Move-in Rebate

109 East D St.
Hillsboro
947-2690

877-0898 (cell)

5 For Rent

Homes/Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-

450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-

ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn 

Large 1 Bedroom Apt. Hillsboro for 1 Re-

sponsible Adult. Partially furnished. Quite

neighborhood. May consider obedient dog.

620-947- 3535 leave a message. 7-tfn0

Clean and remodeled 2 bedroom apart-

ments avaliable. 110 N. Jefferson, Hillsboro.

$450. Covered parking, central heat and

air. Call 620-343-9800 or 316-772-2597. 9-

9tp

2 bedroom house for rent with appliances,

Central Heat & Air, located in Hillsboro.

Call 620-245-1648. 14-2tp

3 Bedroom house, Appliances, Washer/Dry-

er, No pets $550. 808 N. Walnut, Newton.

316-727-6591/316-283-8553. 14-2tp

House For Rent in Herington. 2 bed, 1

bath, no pets. 785-258-2269. 15-1tp

Storage

Reader Advisory

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call
785 655 9430 or go online to
Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, availability
& Freight estimates.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Great Plains Trucking of Salina, KS is
hiring OTR Tractor-trailer Flatbed drivers
looking for a career!  Our drivers travel 48
U.S. states.  We offer well-maintained
equipment, and excellent home time, com-
pensation and benefits package.  Contact
Brett or Judy at 785-823-2261 or brettw@gp-
trucking.com, judym@gptrucking.com or
fill out an online application at www.gp-
trucking.com. 

Misc.
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BATTERIES
for Life!  Call to start your free trial!  
877-687-4650

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions accepted.
Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Lung Cancer?  And 60+ Years Old?  If So,
You And Your Family May Be Entitled To A
Significant Cash Award.  Call 866-327-
2721 To Learn More.  No Risk.  No Money
Out Of Pocket.

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA
approved! FREE info kit:  844-359-397

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying
your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan Modifi-
cation? Is the bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner's Relief Line now for
Help!  855-401-4513

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE &
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill-
Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 855-850-3904

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL & IN)
(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-
0205 (MCN)

EDUCATION
Spring into 2017 & FINISH YOUR HIGH
SCHOOL DIPLOMA TODAY! Work at your
own pace. Nationally accredited. Call for
FREE BROCHURE.1-904-381-1935 
www.fcahighschool.org (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 Weekly
Mailing Brochures From Home! No Expe-
rience Required. Helping home workers
since 2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start
Immediately! www.IncomeMailers.net (VOID
IN SD, WI) (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.homebucks.us (MCN)

RV, Sport, Rec & Gun Consignment Sale,
SAT., MAY 6, 2017 at 9:00 A.M. Please get
gun permits to buy, prior to sale. Consign
early by April 21, 2017 for complete adver-
tising. Next Machinery Consignment Sale
is June 5, 2017. Gilbert’s Sale Yard, 641-
398-2218. 2 Mi. N. of Floyd, IA On Hwy.
218. www.gilbertsaleyard.com (MCN)

HELP WANTED: OTR DRIVERS. Dvorak
Trucking seeking Owner/Operators & Com-
pany Drivers. Valid Class CDL. Home on
weekends if desired. Pulling hopper bot-
toms across the U.S. Minnesota Based. 
Call 641-220-4202. (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, 
call: 866-871-1626 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 1-800-263-4059 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer! FREE BATTERIES
for Life! Call to start your free trial! 
855-982-0724 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. 
Call today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet &
Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second
speed. No contract or commitment. We
buy your existing contract up to $500!
1-800-919-3588 (MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. 
Call 1-800-712-9365 (MCN)

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

has openings for the
following positions:

• Health Information
Manager

• Full and Part time
cooks

• Medical Assistant 

Please contact 
Delores Johnson with any 

questions at 620-947-1419.

Apply online at
www.hchks.com

or pick up an application at 

the front desk at: 

701 S. Main • Hillsboro, KS

E.O.E.–Drug Free Workplace

It’s Citywide
Garage Sale

Time!

Cost is only 
$10/20 words

* 25¢ per add’l word.

Submit your garage sale with this form. Drop by the Newton Now office at
706 N. S. Main during business hours or drop in our drop slot after hours. 

Name __________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State ______________ Zip ___________
Telephone: ______________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________ DATES & TIMES _______________________
Items for Sale:
____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

$10.00 $10.25 $10.50

$10.75 $11.00 $11.25 $11.50 $11.75 $12.00

$12.25 $12.50 $12.75

Total $____________ �Cash     � Check #            �Credit Card

�  VISA    � MasterCard    � Discover

Card No.

Expires______           3 #’s on back of card______ 

Auth. Code___________

$13.00 $13.25 $13.50

Newton Sale Day: Saturday, April 29  
Advertising Deadline: Friday, April 21 at 5 pm

620-947-5702

Call or email 
Natalie Hoffman

today!

Advertise your
sale to the 

Newton area!
$10/20
words

natalie@
hillsborofreepress.com

OPEN HOUSE: 
Sunday, April 16

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
305 Central Avenue,

Newton
Beautifully remodeled

home in quiet neighbor-
hood on shaded lot.

Priced to sell. 
Come take a look, 

a definite must see!

6 Real Estate
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)

and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the follow-
ing classifieds. Determining the value of
the service or product is advised by this
publication. In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertisers do not offer
employment but rather supply the readers
with manuals, directories and other mate-
rials designed to help their clients estab-
lish mail order selling and other
businesses at home. Under NO circum-
stances should you send money in ad-
vance or give the client your checking
account, license ID, or credit card num-
bers. Also beware of ads that claim to
guarantee loans regardless of credit and
note that if a credit repair company does
business only over the phone it is illegal
to request any money before delivering its
services. All funds are based in US dollars.
Toll free numbers may or may not reach
Canada.

It’s Citywide
Garage Sale

Time!

Cost is only 
$10/20 words

* 25¢ per add’l word.

Submit your garage sale with this form. Drop by the Newton Now office at 706 N. Main during
business hours or mail form & payment to Newton Now, PO Box 825, Newton, KS 67114.

Name __________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State ______________ Zip ___________
Telephone: ______________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________ DATES & TIMES _______________________
Items for Sale:
____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________

$10.00 $10.25 $10.50

$10.75 $11.00 $11.25 $11.50 $11.75 $12.00

$12.25 $12.50 $12.75

Total $____________ �Cash     � Check #            �Credit Card

�  VISA    � MasterCard    � Discover

Card No.

Expires______           3 #’s on back of card______ 

Auth. Code___________

$13.00 $13.25 $13.50

Newton Sale Day: Saturday, April 29  
Advertising Deadline: Friday, April 21 at 5 pm

620-947-5702

Call or email 
Natalie Hoffman

today!

Advertise your
sale to the 

Newton area!
$10/20
words

natalie@
hillsborofreepress.com



Kalli Anderson was living in a nightmare before the
track and field season could even start. After pulling a
hamstring in practice, she stood to lose a lot entering as
a favorite for a state championship in the 100- and 200-
meter dashes. But one of the biggest hardships Ander-
son had to deal with had nothing to do with the
individual medals she was missing out on but rather
her role on a team. But with a healthy return in the
Newton Invitational, the band is back together on both
the 5A record-setting 4x100 relay and the returning
state champion Railer team.

“I really missed it, running with these guys, espe-
cially during the 4x1, letting my team down,” Anderson
said. “That is a big part of this. So I am just glad to get
back.”

Without Anderson, the Railers have the runners to
win meets anyway. With her, the team is pulling away
from the field at a stunning pace. At the Newton Invita-
tional, with 206 team points, the Railers took first by
more than 56 points over second-place Kapaun Mt.
Carmel with 149.5.

After winning a state championship last year, there
hasn’t been any complacency for the Railers. In fact, the
success the team had a year ago only pushes the girls to
run even harder this season.

“I feel like we do have a pretty big target on our back
just because we won state last year,” sprinter Savannah
Simmons said. “And so we are going to try back to win
it again. That is a feeling that you will never forget, and
just to have it twice would be great.”

With the amount of domination both on the track and
in the field, the Railers are on a pretty good pace to get
back.

At the Newton Invitational, Newton swept the top
three spots in the 100, with Anderson taking first, Sim-
mons taking second and Jen Andres taking third. An-
derson took first in the 200, with Andres taking second.
Simmons took first in the 400, with Christina Bruce fin-
ishing third, a fraction of a second out of second place at
the wire with a personal best in the event. Maggie
Remsberg brought home a title in the 100 hurdles.

In the distance events, Megan Bartel took first in the
800, with Caroline Barger coming in fourth, and cross
country star Alaina Stucky finished second in the 3200. 

The returning record-holding 4x1 relay team had
Simmons halfway down the stretch on the anchor leg
with the field making handoffs in a win, and the 4x8
took second.

In the field, Brooke Lachenmayer and Amanda Dor-
rell had a day throwing. Lachenmayer won the shot
put, with Dorrell taking second and taking first in the
discus. Gaby Lara finished fifth in the discus, with
Lachenmayer taking sixth. 

Nicole Engelken had a strong day whipping the
javelin with a second place finish.

Kailey Harris showed up with a ton of points jump-
ing. She finished second in the high jump and the triple
jump and fourth in the long jump. Remsberg took sec-
ond in the long jump.

“Our girls group is a really tight-knit group,” head
coach Tad Remsberg said. “They really like each other a
lot and they compete well. You don’t always have that.
But there are friends on and off the track that really
care about each other and like to win.”
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Landon Moore prepares for landing in the triple jump pit at the Newton Invitational on April 10. Moore finished first in the event and first in the
long jump as well.

Team spirit
carries Railer track boys to a home win

Landon Moore has
business to take care of
in the triple jump. He
has won the long jump
already and is hustling
back to the pits, about to
win his second title of the
meet at the Newton Invi-
tational. But he is hus-
tling to make it because
he just finished running
the 100-meter dash, put-
ting strain on his legs but
putting the team first in
the process.

“I don’t spend a lot of
time worrying about the
100,” Moore said. “I
mean, it is not a race
that I am going to win. I
don’t worry about it like
that. I get points for my
team, and I try to PR. We
are all good teammates,
and it really pushes us in
practice.”

It is a team attitude
that helped the Railers
rack up 201 points for a
first place finish at their
home invitational, beat-
ing out Buhler with 167
points.

One of the big reasons
Moore is only racing
against himself in an at-
tempt to pick up as many
points as he can is the re-
turn of teammate Kade
Remsberg, who missed
the state meet last year
due to injury. In the re-
turn, the 2015 state
champion in both the 100

and 200 hasn’t missed a
beat, winning both
events at the Newton In-
vitational. He also did his
part in a first-place 4x1
team and a third place
4x4 team.

After winning champi-
onships at state two
years ago, Remsberg
rolled into the 2016 sea-
son fully expecting to win

again. But the reality of
injury snapped the
dream of indestructible
youth. In his return, he is
coming into the season
with a renewed attitude
for the opportunity to run
after having to watch the
state meet last year.

“I was glad to be there
and support my team-
mates, but it was really

hard to not be able to run
and have to watch all my
races,” Remsberg said.
“That was difficult. It
makes me appreciate it
more. It can be some-
thing that is taken away
from you. I do have a
newfound appreciation
for it.”

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Kade Remsberg (right) storms out of the blocks in the 100-meter dash with Landon Moore (left) close be-
hind at the Newton Invitational on April 10. Remsberg won the event and Moore finished fourth. 

Newton runs away
with a title in

Anderson’s return

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Kalli Anderson (right) leads the charge in the 100-meter dash with
Savannah Simmons (left) close behind. With Anderson returning to
the team after a hamstring injury, the Railers took the top three spots
in the event. See TRACK / 14

Strength in numbers: Railer doubles teams lead on the court

A tennis court can be a
lonely place. But for the
Newton High School boys
tennis team, success has
come in the way of team-
work. After a third place
finish at state last year
with strength in both
doubles teams that had
three seniors, the 2017
Railers are back at it
with the same formula
and a budding inter-
squad rivalry that is set-
ting the tone for the
team.

“We have had a contin-
uation ever since about
2008 really of just one
senior class leading the
class beneath them,”
head coach Nick Sisson
said. “And then we have

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Jordan Singh returns a ball at
the Newton Invitational on Fri-
day, April 7. 

See TENNIS / 14

Armed battery: Lindenmeyer
leads the Railers from behind
the plate and on the mound

As the Newton High School baseball team finally
got a chance to take the diamond for the first time
this season, the team had to have strong starting
pitching against a tough Andover Central team. The
Railers got that performance from the mound from a
senior catcher, Jacob Lindenmeyer, falling in a 2-1
pitching duel to the end against the Jaguars.

“It is definitely an honor to be on the mound in the
first game,” Lindenmeyer said. “My first couple of in-
nings weren’t the greatest, but I got it together and I
felt like I pitched a decent game there in the end.”

When he got started in the sport, catching had a
big appeal for Lindenmeyer. Getting behind the
plate offered both a level of control within the game
and the best seat in the house. 

“You are the quarterback on the field,” Linden-
meyer said. “You get the best vantage point of every-
thing. You know what is going to happen before the
ball even hits the bat. There is no other position on
the field that can beat it.”

As he got into high school, the opportunity to try

See RAILERS / 14



After being handcuffed
with Remsberg’s injury a
year ago, now that the
Railers have him back,
they are dealing with the
loss of favorite in the shot
put Aidan Mills, who is
out after surgery to repair
a torn labrum. But with
Mills out, returning state
placer Jackson Forest is
stepping up with some big
performances, including a
first place finish at the
Newton Invitational. For-
est took fourth in the
javelin as well.

“Our kids understand
that we treat this as a
team sport,” Remsberg
said. “When it gets to the
meets that really count,
they are going to do what-
ever it really takes to try
to help the team in any
way they can. I know
Aidan had really high ex-
pectations, and that is
just something you can’t
control.”

On top of Remsberg’s
first place finish and
Moore’s fourth in the 100,
James Harris was right
on Moore’s hip with a fifth
place finish in the 100 and
took fourth in the 200.

Jerik Ochoa dominated
the hurdles with first
place finishes in both the
110 hurdles and the 300
hurdles. Kelby Lawrence
took second in the 110
hurdles, with Newton tak-
ing the top two spots in
the event.

In the distance races,
Garrett Mick left the field

in the dust with a first
place finish in the 1600,
while Erik Brown finished
second in the 3200 and
Jonah Hodge took third in
the 800. 

In the field, Moore and
Forest had plenty of help
scoring points. Josh
Jantzi gave Newton a first
place finish in the pole
vault, while Nathan
Ahrens took second in the
discus and Brendan Pow-
ell took second in the
javelin. Kenneth Hamp-
ton took fourth in the long
jump.
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 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

Auto Insurance 
Tailored For You.

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

Furniture Warehouse

-ESTATE SALE-
BACK ROOM FULL

THREE TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS!!!!

200 N. Main, Newton | 316-283-8536 | 1-800-439-0271

1023 Washington Road, , KS 67114

Collaboration Dinner pairing: 
701 Cafe with Salt City Brewing Company

Buy tickets at the Newton Now Office, 706 N. Main,
by phone at 316-281-7899, or online at

Enjoy a three course meal from 701 Café
(appetizer, main course, and dessert)

each paired with a beer from Salt City.

Salt City Owner/Head Brewer 
Steven Petermann will be on hand 
to talk about the brewing process 

and how food and beer pair.

LIMITED
SEATING

TWO DINNER TIMES:
5-6:30 pm & 7:30-9 pm

(60 seats available per time slot)

Ticket price includes a 
Salt City Brewing 

Company Pint Glass! + Tax

Saturday, April 29
701 N. Main, Newton

harveycountynow.com/perfect-pairing

TRACK
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had a lot of success start-
ing at about 2011. It has
just kind of built until
then. With no facilities
around here or other folks
to train them besides
their high school coach, it
takes a while to build.”

A couple of points here
and there at Maize South
made the difference in a
second place finish at
state last year for Jordan
Singh. As a junior, he was
paired with senior Felipe
Lene just in time for the
postseason, leaving no
time to figure each other
out. But the chemistry
clicked for the two, lead-
ing to a run all the way to
the finals.

This season, Singh is
getting back to a doubles
team that feels a little
more comfortable with
senior classmate Max
Karst. 

“I have known Max for
a long time,” Singh said.
“That definitely helps. I
usually already know
what he is thinking be-
fore he tells me. With Fe-
lipe, we got paired
together and then our
next meet was league. So,
you kind of just have to
be like, ‘Alright, I guess

this is what is going to
happen.’ It worked out
pretty well.”

Where Lene brought a
fiery side to a team in
which Singh was pretty
even keel, Karst is filling
the spot as the vocal
leader for the doubles
team. And one thing
Karst brings to the table
Lene didn’t have is a 6-
foot-8 frame that is
nearly impossible to get
around at the net, leading
to a philosophy for the
duo that has led to suc-
cess. 

“Because of my size, I
am better placed at the
net, but we both are com-
fortable up there,” Karst
said. “Pretty much our
saying for the season is,
‘Go get your dinner.’ And
your dinner is at the net,
so you have got to finish
your point within four
feet of the net.”

The senior team fea-
tures the highest return-
ing placer at the state
tournament from a year
ago with the player Karst
refers to as the master-
mind in Singh. But across
the doubles bracket is an-
other team that has pro-
vided an in-house
competition in the ab-
sence of last year’s senior
leaders, Adam Ford and
Shawn Bontrager. 

Senior Cody Murrell
and junior Jason Wong
have come together to
form a team that not only
chases Karst and Singh
but has become an equal.
Through the first three
tournaments, they have
played each other twice,
with each team getting a
win—Murrell and Wong
winning in Emporia and
Karst and Singh winning
in Arkansas City.

“We are definitely nip-
ping at each other’s heels,
just pushing each other to
be better,” Murrell said.
“It helps us a lot when
one team is pressing for
the other team to be bet-
ter and vice versa.”

While Wong has mostly
been a singles player,
learning the ropes from
Murrell has worked out
well. With Murrell serv-
ing as the thermostat,
Wong is coming along
quickly, and the two are
gunning for tournament
wins.

“Cody is the one that
keeps my head up,” Wong
said. “He is just a very
optimistic guy. I just try
to be there when I can.
Just him helping me out
and keep my mental
game there, it has just
helped our game improve
so much.”

Though the competition

is heating up between the
two Newton doubles
teams, they all realize
that making each other
better only makes the
team better as they try to
elevate the Railers in the
team standings.

“It is nice having two
reliable doubles teams,”
Singh said. “And even
when it is not us, I am
glad it is also us in a way,
making Newton finish
high.”

out the other side of the
battery presented itself.
The transition from
catcher to pitcher isn’t all
that uncommon. Gener-
ally speaking, catchers
carry the most high veloc-
ity cannons on the team.
And serving as pitching
coaches on the field, they
know pitching mechanics
and how to troubleshoot
location errors. Being be-
hind the plate for so long
presented some definite
advantages at learning
the craft from the rubber.

“I feel like it was almost
an advantage, because
when I was catching I
knew where to put the
ball,” Lindenmeyer said.
“I knew what a catcher
could catch and what he
couldn’t catch. I knew
what catchers preferred
and little things like that.
Just having both vantage
points, I feel like it helped
me grow into a better
player, and I just under-
stand both positions a lit-
tle bit better.”

On the other side of the
coin, every good pitcher
has to have a catcher they
can trust. That is where
Brian Cusick comes into
play, giving the Railers a
world of versatility. By
having the ability to put
Cusick behind the plate,
Lindenmeyer has a
pitcher he can trust to
block a 59-foot curveball

in the dirt as an out pitch. 
“I feel like it doesn’t

matter who is behind the
dish, business is going to
get done,” Cusick said. “I
think it is good because it
allows more players to get
varsity time. For the past
three years, the whole
team has just meshed to-
gether because we’ve been
playing for so long. But I
would say because we are
both catchers, we both
know what is going to go
on and what should hap-

pen and where the ball
should be.”

While the transition to
pitcher over the years has
been mostly a smooth
process for Lindenmeyer
that has been a big bene-
fit for the Railers, there
was one habit from years
behind the plate that was
tough to cure: a short, be-
hind-the-ear catcher re-
lease.

“When I throw my
curveball still sometimes I
get a little short with it,”

Lindenmeyer said. “I snap
it off kind of weird and I
can definitely feel it. But
it is just one of those
things that as I continue
to throw I get used to it
and try to break that
habit.”

TENNIS
From Page 13

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Max Karst goes for an overhand
smash in the Newton Invitational
on April 7. 

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton senior Jacob Lindenmeyer throws a pitch against Andover Cen-
tral in the season opener. 

RAILERS
From Page 13
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retired Chief Mark Willis.
Former EMS Chief Jim

Werries presented Dyck
with his award and said a
few words.

“Only a very few know
that Leroy actually
started his lifelong career
in ambulance service
work prior to 1970, when
he was one of the first
four part-time employees
hired by Metropolitan
Ambulance Service, a pri-
vately owned ambulance
company based in Wi-
chita,” Werries said. “Met-
ropolitan had been
contracted by Harvey
County to provide ambu-
lance service in Newton
and parts of Harvey
County between 1967 and
1970.”

Dyck said he was assis-
tant EMS chief from the
time the department
started Jan. 1, 1970, to
1978 and then switched
jobs with a guy who
wanted to move up.

“Those were exciting
times,” Dyck said. “EMS
didn't exist in 1970—as a
concept even. There was a
lot of improvements to be
made. We tried to find out
all we could and tried to
make sure we were pro-
viding a good service.”

Ambulance services
used to be provided by fu-
neral homes, and then a
private ambulance serv-
ice, Metropolitan Ambu-
lance of Wichita, filled
that need for the area.
Dyck worked for that
company, as did Werries.
When the city took over
ambulance services, Wer-
ries became chief, and
Dyck was assistant chief.
The city hired the people
who worked at Metropoli-
tan. Dyck said he worked
for Metropolitan for three
years, at first as part
time.

“So we both started at
the same time and
worked together for 27
years,” Dyck said about
him and Werries.

Dyck was an innovator
in his positions, and his
accomplishments seem to
be many.

“He made the first
three backboards to ever
be placed on an ambu-

lance in Kansas,” Werries
said. “The year was 1969.
In that same year, Leroy
researched the purchase
of Newton’s first two am-
bulance units [1970
Chevrolet suburbans]. He
also designed a list of es-
sential equipment for the
two ambulances that later
was used as a model for
the State of Kansas am-
bulance equipment regu-
lations.”

After working in the
field for a number of
years, the EMT course
came along, Werries said,
and Dyck graduated from
the first EMT class at Wi-
chita State University in
1973.

“After working in am-
bulance work for six years
prior to that point, Leroy
could have conducted the
course and wrote the
book,” Werries said.

Also in 1973, Dyck was
one of two “ambulance at-
tendants” admitted to the
Sedgwick County Heart
Association's Advanced
Coronary Intensive Care
Course. A local physician,
the late Dr. Francis Allen,
had to convince the heart
association to let the at-
tendants into the class.
The reason for the denial
was the class would be too
advanced for them. How-
ever, Dyck received the
highest grade in the class.

“I feel that paved the
way for more of our per-
sonnel to attend future
classes,” Werries said.
“This led to Newton be-
coming the first ambu-
lance service in the State
of Kansas to deliver ad-
vanced cardiac care using
a heart monitor/defibrilla-
tor and injectable medica-
tions. The year was 1973.”

Also that year, Dyck
was only one of a handful
of paramedics in the coun-
try.

During the years, Dyck
volunteered to be on call
24/7 since he was one of
only two paramedics in
Harvey County.

“He did this to be sure
those needing life-saving
advanced care received
it,” Werries said. “It was
not unusual to see Leroy
arriving on scene with
two child car seats in the
back seat of his vehicle,
and, on a few occasions,
those seats would be hold-

ing his daughters,
Stephanie and Jessie.”

After the departments
merged, Dyck also was
trained as a firefighter
and was on the lines in
the early 1990s.

“So up until ’97, I was
with the ambulance de-
partment,” Dyck said. “I
retired in 2001, and this
was all prearranged.”

At the time, one could
wait 30 days and then
come back to work for the
department. So in Febru-
ary 2002, Dyck returned
as systems administrator,
going from 24-hour shifts
to a day job.

“So back in ’94, I guess,
’93-’94, then we had some
guys who thought the de-
partment ought to get
computers,” Dyck said. “I
didn't know anything
about computers.”

At the time, then EMS
Assistant Chief Dennis
Quiring started doing
record keeping on comput-
ers. Dyck didn't let not
knowing anything about
computers stop him and
his quizzical mind.

“I started buying books
about computers and
reading up on it,” he said,
adding he asked why they
didn't have network cards
with the ambulance de-
partment. 

“I went to Chief Werries
and said you need a com-

puter coordinator, and he
said, 'You're it,'” Dyck
said. “The whole plan
there was to develop a
new database, Microsoft
Access, to do the call re-
ports on.”

Once they got comput-
ers, he started working on
a database, going to
Barnes & Noble and buy-
ing a book on Microsoft
Access. He actually
bought more than one
book because, as he said,
one book doesn't tell
everything. They started
using that in 1995 in the
ambulance department
and then used it in the
fire department.

Dyck enjoys working
with computers and help-
ing others.

After thinking about it
for a short bit, he said he
likes responding to emer-
gencies.

“You're trying to bring
some calm out of a chaotic
situation,” he said. “As a
kid, red lights and sirens
were always attractive,
but it became more about
providing care to patients.
Paramedics, to me, have a
difficult job ’cause they're
meeting people when
they're having their worst
day of their lives, and
they have to get up close
and personal with them.”

A couple of positive sto-
ries came to Dyck's mind

regarding a defibrillator,
which they got in 1973. 

“Surprisingly enough,
we had a lot of good re-
sults,” Dyck said. “We
would have people that
were clinically dead, and
in two weeks, they be
walking and at home.
Some of them. Not all of
them. There was one call
when you talk about good
things.”

This call was on a 30-
year-old mother of two
who was at a lake south-
east of Newton.

“Nobody really knew
what happened to her,
and she ended up in car-
diac arrest,” Dyck said.
“They called us. She had
the Good Lord looking out
for her.”

While the ambulance
was on its way, someone
loaded the woman into
the back of a station
wagon and headed with
her toward town. The am-
bulance and station
wagon drove by each
other on K-196, and some-
one in the wagon waved
intently with their arms.
At some point, someone
administered CPR. The
ambulance turned
around, pulled the woman
from the car and used the
defibrillator while she
was on the highway
where they had set her.

“She made a full recov-

ery,” Dyck said. “So here's
a mother of two that's
close to death, and we
were able—saved her
life.”

Dyck had good things to
say about computer work,
too.

“As far as why I do the
computer thing, it's enjoy-
able to me,” he said.

One thing he likes, as
he demonstrated, is he
can call up on his com-
puter how many calls the
department made since
the two departments
merged. It took four sec-
onds to find out it was
61,266, as of around 2:30
p.m. Monday, April 10.

“To me, that just kind of
excites me,” he said. “I
like to do that. I like
data.”

Dyck said they have a
multitude of programs, 30
in all, which he created.
There's a variety of data-
bases, such as those to ac-
count for all medications,
and to keep track of fire
hydrants and employees.

And Dyck does seem to
like it, as he smiles when
talking about his job; it
seems like he's going in
the right direction.

“There's an old Bud-
dhist saying—if you're
facing the right direction,
you just keep walking,” he
said during the awards
ceremony.

DYCK
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Leroy Dyck sits in his office at the Newton Fire/EMS Department. He received a Lifetime Achievement Award on Thursday, April 6. Dyck is systems
administrator for the department. 
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1975, meaning Strunk
joined only 41 other
award winners for the
honor last Friday
evening.

“For his dogged deter-
mination to get to the bot-
tom of this story, we
congratulate Managing
Editor Adam Strunk […],”
KPA President Doug
Anstaett said, inviting
Strunk to the podium.

Nerves seemingly gone,
Strunk strode to the front
of the room to accept his
award and spoke a bit
about his winning story,
“A Breakdown in Trust,”
which highlighted issues
within the Newton City
Commission, which
Strunk uncovered and
published in the May 26,
2016, issue of Newton
Now. He completed the
speech with some thank
yous.

“I’d especially like to
thank my parents, John
and Ruth, who couldn’t be
here tonight. There
wasn’t a morning I woke
up that the Wichita Eagle
wasn’t on the dinner table
where we would talk
about it. There wasn’t a
Thursday that came that
we didn’t get our local
paper, The Clarion, in the
mail. And it was that love
of information and then
the debate and arguing
that came afterwards
that made me want to be-
come a journalist.”

While the Murdock
Award was a considerable

honor for a paper that
didn’t even exist two
years ago, it wasn’t the
only award Newton Now
earned over the weekend,
highlighting the overall
strength of the staff in
writing, photography and
design.

Newton Now competed
in the Non-daily Division
III, going head to head
against the likes of the
Kansas City Business
Journal, the Wichita
Business Journal and
other tough competitors.

Strunk took first place
in News Story for his
piece “Area responds to
shooting,” in Investigative
Story for “A Breakdown

in Trust,” and in Column
Writing. He took second
place in Editorial Writing
and in Government/Politi-
cal Story for “Eco-Devo
staff let go, decision
leaves confusion for city,
board.”

Wendy Nugent took
second place in Series for
her “Offbeat Occupations”
series of stories, third
place in Photo Package
for her photos of the Har-
vey County Fair, third
place for Agricultural
Story for “Family helps
with Budde wheat har-
vest,” and contributed
heavily to Newton Now’s
earning of first place in
Best Use of Photos over-

all.
Mike Mendez took first

place in Sports Column
Writing, and former
Sports Editor Clint
Harden placed first in
Sports Feature Story for
his story, “Finding a bal-
ance” and second and
third place in Sports
Photo.

The newspaper also
earned first place for Edi-
torial Pages, second place
in News and Writing Ex-
cellence, third place in
Design and Layout Excel-
lence and third in Best
Front Page.

This was Newton Now’s
first year entering the
KPA contest.

KPA
From Page 1

Estes holds on to defeat Thompson

In a much closer election than
originally thought, Republican Ron
Estes defeated Democratic chal-
lenger James Thompson by eight
points in the special election to fill
Mike Pompeo's vacant seat for the
Fourth District. 

The victory for Estes was se-
cured in part by a last minute

push of funding by
the National Re-
publican Party, ap-
pearances by Ted
Cruz in the state
and a Twitter shout
out from President
Donald Trump. 

In an election a few
months prior, Pompeo
won the same district by more
than 30 points. 

Locally, Harvey County went to
Estes 53 to 46 percent. The voting

lines followed similar lines as the
2016 general election, with Democ-
rats carrying Newton precincts
north of First Street as well as
North Newton, and Republicans
carrying pretty much the rest of
the county. North Newton saw a 52
percent turnout rate, 14 points
higher than the next highest
turnout number. 

Thompson did carry Sedgwick
County but lost handily in the
mostly rural parts of the rest of
the district.

Hometown Showdown
shut down after fake
vote controversy arises

So who knew Haysville
had so many fans in
Brazil?

Proving that, given
enough time, the Inter-
net ruins everything, the
League of Kansas Mu-
nicipalities had to sus-
pend its Hometown
Showdown contest after
a controversy arose in-
volving fake votes for the
City of Haysville in the
online contest.

The contest, if you've
been following, involved
people voting for their fa-
vorite Kansas cities on
Facebook. 

Cities competed head
to head against each
other to get the most
likes on a picture repre-
senting the town on the
social media platform.
Fans of the cities voted
for their hometowns as
each city advanced
through a bracket mod-
eled off the NCAA tour-
nament.

That, at least, was the
hope.

However, after many
began crying foul as they
saw Haysville continue
to advance in the tourna-
ment, the League of
Kansas Municipalities
was forced to evaluate
how and where Haysville
was getting its votes.
Haysville defeated New-
ton in the contest, de-
spite Newton having a
sizable lead in votes
shortly before it ended.

“We had a 300-person
lead Sunday night, and
then the next morning
we're down by 300,”
Kelly Nachtigal of New-
ton said. Nachtigal has a
special interest in the
contest, as his picture of
Sand Creek has been
representing the City of
Newton. “My wife
thought that was funny.”

Haysville defeated
Newton in part with sup-

ports of social media pro-
files that appeared to be
fake and from foreign
countries such as Brazil.

Haysville advanced to
compete in the champi-
onship of the contest
against Plainville. De-
spite the entire
Plainville community
getting behind the small
town’s run and the com-
munity generating huge
amounts of votes,
Haysville again man-
aged to squeak out the
win.

“There were some
anomalies noticed,” Jim
Mesecher, Plainville city
clerk, said. “Exactly by
who and how the league
found it, I don't know.
We noticed that you guys
[Newton] had some is-
sues with it. There was
some weird stuff going
on, and then the league
shut it down. I had
heard a rumor hear that
someone called.”

Mesecher said losing
the contest at the time
felt like a huge let down,
because it was serving as
a large community
builder for his city, and it
allowed them to high-
light their local veterans
and veteran's memorial
on social media. 

Following a phone call
with questions to the
League by Newton Now,
the organization released
a long statement about
the controversy. Basi-
cally, the league said
that they believed some-
one used tools to gener-
ate artificial likes for
certain cities, and while
not naming Haysville,
instead named Plainville
as its hometown cham-
pion. 

“League staff sus-
pended the Hometown
Showdown on Friday,
April 7, at 2:30 p.m., tak-
ing screen shots of each
city’s photo with the cur-
rent totals. It became
clear to us there were
patterns of irregularities
in some of the voting.”

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

BY ADAM STRUNK
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JOEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
From left, Newton Now editors Wendy Nugent, Adam Strunk and Mike Mendez won a number of awards in
the 2017 Kansas Press Association Awards of Excellence, as did the newspaper as a whole.

Estes


