
Mail Label

Vision Cards Accepted

101 S. Meridian, Newton 
(1 mile off US 50 West) 

316-283-4374 
Mon-Sat. 8am-7pm

MERIDIAN GROCERY

3406 Red Rock Road
Yoder

620-466-5119

YODER DISCOUNT
GROCERY

We are Newton’s ONLY Family Owned 
“Dent and Bent” Grocery Store

Newton's best
kept West

side secret.

Fresh Products too! 
• Wiebe Cheese

Farm Fresh Unruh Eggs   
• Bakery Selection   

• Old Fashioned German
Sausage  • And More!

A unique one of a kind shopping experience!
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‘OUT’ AT BETHEL COLLEGE

Nathan Fort is a polite young
man, offering to help a lady
on with her jacket, opening

doors for her and carrying her cof-
fee. He said that's how his mom
raised him.

The Bethel College 6-foot-3-inch
junior has had a busy few days, ever
since an article about him being a
gay basketball player was published
March 30 on outsports.com. His In-
stagram followers went from
around 1,000 to almost 4,000 from
that time until Friday morning, and
basically, his phone has been blow-
ing up with messages. 

He's had a lot of support from gay
athletes from all over, including one
from an Ivy-League school who just
came out and is going public like
Fort is. He's also had the opposite
from some, including one person
who told him to go back to the Mid-
dle East. Fort said he wasn't even
sure what that meant.

Fort said he wants to tell his

story to help others.
“God's called me to help people,

and that's what I want to do,” he
said. “[…] If it helps one person,
then I've done my job.”

He has helped at least one per-
son, a man named Jacob from
Rocky Mountain, N.C., who con-
tacted Fort and said Fort saved his
life, as admitting one is gay can be
quite difficult.

Fort himself found it a harrowing
task to the point of almost killing
himself about six years ago.

“I went through a depression,”
the 22-year-old said. “I had no
friends, my parents were always
fighting. I felt like that they didn't
listen to me as much. I feel like
they're good parents, but I feel like
they didn't understand and listen as
much.”

His depression took him to the
edge—to the edge of a cliff.

“In high school, my loneliness and
self-hatred were at an all-time high,
while my self-worth plummeted,”
Fort wrote in the article on out-
sports.com. “I didn't know who I
was. I didn't know where I was
going in life. After one particularly

awful day, I walked to the edge of a
steep cliff not too far from my
house. I went to that cliff with every
intention of taking my life over the
edge. Thankfully a will to live hit
me the closer I got and, after some
contemplation, I backed away from
my death.”

Fort lost his footing, however, and

Junior struggles with identity, gets national
exposure after first-person commentary.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
After he came out, Nathan Fort, a 6-foot-3-inch junior at Bethel College, had the support of teammates and coaches.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

At Bethel College, Nathan Fort
is majoring in special educa-
tion and physical education.

“I definitely want to be a spe-
cial-education teacher and
help kids that are less fortu-
nate and basically can't do
what other people do,” he
said.

See OUT / 10

The Newton area will continue to have
high fire dangers at least until the weekend
when winds slack off. 

Grass fires have been common in Harvey
County, with a notable flare-up Monday af-
ternoon near Zimmerdale along Old High-
way 81.

The flare-up around 4 p.m. was caused by
a spark from a nearby train. It closed Old
Highway 81 for a number of hours due to
heavy smoke from the blaze as the Newton
Fire/EMS Department fought the flames. 

On Tuesday, the county was under a Red
Flag warning and had extreme fire danger,
with winds blowing 35 miles an hour and
gusts even higher. 

Andy Kleinsasser, a meteorologist for the
National Weather Service, said winds
Wednesday would blow from the northwest
with gusts up to 40 miles per hour, and
gusts Thursday continued at 35 miles per
hour. 

“Given the strong northwest winds, the I-
135 corridor anywhere west is in critical
stages for grass fire risk,” he said. “Most of
the area, you're not going to want to do any
outdoor burning.”

He said on Friday and Saturday the dan-
gers would relax with winds finally dropping
down to 10 to 15 miles an hour.

Fire danger 
persists
throughout
Harvey Co.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See FIRE / 14

One day at the end of February, Joshua
Akers sat in a Wichita airport during a
seven-hour flight delay, keeping himself
busy on his cell phone, reading and writing a
research paper on Jack Kerouac's “On the
Road,” not knowing the sur-
prise that was in store for him
at the end of his own “road”
trip.

Akers, who works at Sand
Creek Station Golf Course,
owned by KemperSports, in
Newton, was told he was going
to the Chicago area to talk to
some people about doing in-
ternships during the summer.

He arrived at the Royal Melbourne Coun-
try Club in Long Grove, Ill., during an event.

High school
student receives
national award

Three generations attend 
Newton/N. Newton institution

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See AKERS / 10

Akers

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Maria Garcia of Newton, third from left, reads to granddaughters Gabi, 4, left, Is-
abelle, 2 1/2, second from left, and daughter Jasmin Blocher holding 1-month-old
Camille on Saturday afternoon at Community Playschool in North Newton. 

Community Playschool has
been around so long three gener-
ations of at least one Newton
family have attended.

Maria Garcia, now a grandma,
went to that preschool in 1971-
72. Then she had children three
years apart, Jasmin and Marina,
who also attended. Now, Jasmin
Blocher's daughter, Gabi Blocher,
4, is a student there.

“I think it's pretty cool,” Garcia

said about the three generations
attending. “I think our family's
one that—our family's big. It's al-
most—they're going to follow in
your footsteps, and we're still
here in town. […] She's doing re-
ally good. Teaching her little sis-
ter things are well,” Garcia said
about Gabi.

Community Playschool is cele-
brating its 50th anniversary this
year, as it opened in spring 1966.
To honor the anniversary, the
preschool is having an open
house at 7 p.m. Monday, April

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See PLAYSCHOOL / 10



If I could live com-
pletely off of cereal,
I’d be set. 

On rare occasions that
Joey is gone for the
evening and I’m on my
own for dinner, I will pour
myself a big bowl of ce-
real.

I love it all—raisin bran
to sugary, sweet, kid
stuff.

Joey does not share my
obsession, however, so
when we eat breakfast to-
gether, I have to find
something a bit more so-
phisticated. This week’s
recipe really fit that bill.

This comes from the
blog “Budget Bytes.” You
can find the original at
www.budgetbytes.com/20
11/11/spinach-mushroom-
feta-crustless-quiche/. I
added a lot more garlic to
my version.

Spinach Mushroom
Feta Crustless Quiche

8 ounces fresh mush-
rooms

3-4 teaspoons minced
garlic

10 ounces frozen or
fresh spinach

4 eggs

1 cup milk
2 ounces feta cheese
1/4 cup grated parme-

san
1/2 cup mozzarella
salt and pepper to taste
Preheat the oven to 350

degrees.
If you’re using frozen

spinach, thaw it and
drain it well. If you’re
using fresh spinach, cut it
into ribbons.

Thinly slice the mush-
rooms and place them in a
skillet sprayed with non-
stick spray along with the
garlic (also add the
spinach to let it wilt if
you’re using fresh
spinach). Saute over
medium heat until they’re
softened. 

Spray a pie pan with
nonstick spray.

Put the spinach, mush-
rooms, garlic and feta into
the pan. 

In a bowl, whisk the
eggs along with the milk,
parmesan and salt and
pepper.

Pour the eggs over top
of the other ingredients in
the pie pan, and top it
with the mozzarella.

Bake for 45 minutes to

an hour or until the cen-
ter is set (stick a knife in
the middle. If it comes out
clean, it’s done.).

If you have someone in
your household trying to
limit carbs or who is
gluten free, this is an
easy recipe to make. Plus,
it takes away the toil of
trying to perfect a pie
crust first thing in the
morning.

Also, if you’re not a
mushroom fan, you can
definitely leave those out.
Joey has always hated
them, but after I con-
vinced him that there’s a
lot of difference between
canned mushrooms and
fresh ones, he gave this a
try and actually liked it.

As for me, I really liked
this cheese-filled break-
fast, but I still have a
place in my heart for ce-
real no matter what.

Lindsey Young is the 
co-owner of Kansas 

Publishing Ventures
which publishes Newton
Now. She can be reached

at 
lindsey@clarionpaper.com
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Unique Tropical Plants 
and Geraniums. 

 Annuals, Perennials, Vegetables, 
and other Garden Essentials

Newton 
2311 Edgemore

North Newton, Kansas
316-283-7093

Hours:
Mon-Sat 9am -6pm

Sun. 1 pm -5pm

Hutchinson
209 S. Valley Pride Rd.
Hutchinson, Kansas
620-662-5591

30 Minutes or Less
Oil Change

No Appointments
All Makes & Models 
(excludes diesels)

-April Special-
Buy 3 Tires get 4th for $1

Open SATURDAYS until 5

A il S i l
(excludes diesels)

All Makes & Models 
No Appointments

gg
A i

Over 20 Years of Experience
Catering to Senior Citizens and New PC 
Users with clear communication, patience 
and respect!

Call   (316) 283-8664

Your Independent Agency since 1978

Call Us For A Custom Quote & Personal Attention

brandon@friesentechnologyservices.com  � www.friesentechnologyservices.com

The Newton Now office is now 
a DROP-OFF LOCATION for 
computer repair and service!

Call Brandon today! 800-928-3097

706 N. Main • Newton
During office hours: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Dodgeball tournament taking place Friday
On Friday evening, folks

are going to dodge, duck,
dip, dive and dodge at the
Newton High School Gym. 

The first annual Jail-
break Dodgeball Tourna-
ment will be held, starting
at 6:15 p.m.

“Teams are showing up
out of the woodwork now,”
Hall said of people signing
up to compete in 10-person
teams. Many teams will
wear costumes at the
event, and Hall said the
tournament field could be
expanded to as much as 16
teams.

Trophies will be given to
the winners as well as
awards for best costumes.

During the competition,
participants will try to hit
other participants with
balls. Those hit with the
balls will be “out.” Two
matches will take place at
one time in the gym, and
each match will continue
until one team has all of
its players out. 

Teams pay to sign up
and have sponsors. 

Newton Police Lt. Bryan

Hall, who is helping to or-
ganize the event with
Newton High School and
Taco Bell, said the funds
raised will go to the
Kansas Food Bank for a
program to help children
who are food insecure.
Hall said that funds do-
nated will stay with the
local program to help chil-
dren get meals when they
are not in school. 

Hall said the Newton
High School Student Gov-
ernment has been in-
volved in the dodgeball
effort. 

Taco Bell is footing the
cost of dodgeball t-shirts
and participating in the
food drive and helping or-
ganize. 

Taco Bell's participation
and the whole event stems
from an incident last year

where a Taco Bell em-
ployee wrote the word
“PIG” on an item of food
served to a Newton Police
Officer.  Hall said the
whole situation is to make
a positive come out of a
negative situation and
help some people in the
process. 

For Taco Bell, as they
say, if you can dodge bad
PR, you can dodge a ball.

The

difference
is in the

etails

(316) 283-4343
Fax (316) 283-5460

120  E. Broadway
Newton, Kansas 67114

Michael L. Hylton
Licensed Funeral Director

Monument Specialist
Pre-need Counselor

Jackie S. Anderson
Licensed Funeral Director

Monument Specialist
Pre-need Counselor

www.broadwaycolonialfh.com

            

www.broadwaycolonial

Newton, Kansas 671
120  E. Broadway

Fax (316) 283-5460

(316) 283-4343

  

fh.com

14Newton, Kansas 671
120  E. Broadway

Fax (316) 283-5460

(316) 283-4343

www.broadwaycolonial

  

fh.com

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

The ‘quiche’ to a good day is a healthy breakfast

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
A spinach mushroom feta crustless quiche is a filling breakfast without all the carbs.
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Refer a friend to subscribe to 
Newton Now! After they sign up and 
mention your name, you�ll receive a 

Giftcard for $10 at 701 Cafe 
(formerly Karen�s Kitchen) in the mail.

Simple as that! 

FREE LUNCH when you 
Refer-A-Friend!

Name_______________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City _______________________  State________ Zip__________
Phone______________________________________________
Email ______________________________ Email me updates

$30/ 6 Months     $50/ 1 Year     $90/ 2 Years

Referred by:
Name_________________________________________
Address_______________________________________
Phone_________________________________________

Payment: Cash    Check  Card(complete form below) 

Visa     Mastercard    Discover     American Express
Card # _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _
Expires ___/___    Auth. Code ____
Signature______________________________________________

Mail form to 
Newton Now, PO Box 825, Newton, KS 67114
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Bethel sends its entire
forensics team to nationals

COURTESY PHOTO
From left Shekhinah Jones, Kendra Gonzales, Clinton Unruh, Candy Dao, Heather Chaney, Emily Kondziola,
Jacob Miller and Autumn Masters pose at Forensics Nationals in Florida.

The Bethel Forensics
Team took all eight of its
members to nationals last
week, held on campus at
the University of Florida. 

The team competed
against around 75 other
teams. There were 1,200
entries in the tourna-
ment. 

“This is my third na-
tionals, but this is my
first year with the Bethel
team,” team member Au-

tumn Masters said. “See-
ing these breathtaking
performances is wonder-
ful.”

Individual and overall
team scores were not
available as of press time,
but Masters said Bethel
hoped to finish in the top
half of competitors, which
features many large state
colleges. 

The team consisted of
Masters, Candy Dao,
Clinton Unruh, Emily
Kondziola, Heather
Chaney, Shekhinah
Jones, Kendra Gonzales
and Jacob Miller. 

“Imagine the best
speakers, actors, writers
and thinkers of our gener-
ation, better than any-
thing you'll see on TV,”
Miller said of the experi-
ence.

To qualify for nationals,
team members either had
three top finishes at
meets throughout the
year or finished in the top
three at a district tourna-
ment. 

Masters said the team
took some time to view
the sights in Florida,
checking out the beach as
well as an alligator farm.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Paddle Battle to take over Sand Creek

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Competitors from last year's paddle battle launch a kayak into Sand Creek from the Fourth Street boat ramp.

Sand Creek will be
crowded with canoes and
kayaks Saturday for New-
ton's Second Annual Pad-
dle Battle.

The event, hosted by
the Rotary Club, the
Lions Club and CrossFit,
pits competitors in boats
against each other in one-
and two-mile races up
and down Sand Creek. It
begins at 10 a.m. 

Last year, organizers
raised $2,000 for Heart 2
Heart and the Rotary
Club Scholarship fund. 

“Our goal is to surpass
that goal,” said Kyle
Fiedler, who helps organ-
ize the event. “We want to
raise more this year.”

Fiedler said the event

helps raise funds for good
causes but also helps
raise awareness about
recreational opportunities
on Sand Creek. 

Fiedler has four kayaks
himself and picked up the
hobby in an attempt to
conquer a fear of water. 

“I think I started
kayaking the year they
put the boat ramp in,”
Fiedler said. “It looked
fun, and I had been afraid
of being in the water. I
jumped in the water and
have been doing it ever
since.”

Fiedler said the city in-
stalling the boat ramp on
Sand Creek near Fourth
Street, as well events like
the Paddle Battle have in-
creased the number of
residents taking advan-
tage of the creek for recre-
ation. 

“When I started, I

would hardly ever see
anyone out at the creek,”
he said, adding that now
canoe and kayak rowers
are relatively common. 

Fiedler said he hoped to
see a crowd at the race on
Saturday like last year to
raise some money and
take part in the festivi-
ties.

Businesses donated
prizes for the competition,
and 701 Cafe will provide
snacks after the race,
which goes from the boat
ramp to the Main Street
bridge and back.

“We are excited to get
people down to the boat
ramps to utilize the
creek,” he said. “If you
want to be active and
don't want to work hard,
it’s definitely to get you
out of the house, and it's
really simple,” he added
of kayaking.

Harvey County Sheriff’s Office finds fowl play

Bird’s the word over at
the Harvey County Sher-
iff’s Office.

For a time Monday, a
pair of male mallard
ducks guarded the front
door. 

“They are our new hired
security,” Sheriff T. Wal-
ton joked. 

Walton said he noticed
them hanging around the
courthouse earlier before
taking up post in front of
his office. 

He said perhaps they
could find illicit sub-
stances.

“I like that idea,” he
laughed, adding they
could “check out quack.”

The pair of ducks have
since dispersed but have
warranted plenty of com-

ments and attention on
the office’s Facebook page. 

“S.W.A.T. meets
S.W.I.M.” John
Renninger joked in a com-
ment he left. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
One of the ducks outside of the sheriff’s office.



Page 4      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now    April 7, 2016

Kid Scoop is made possible by these sponsors: 

If you like this feature and would like it each week,
consider subscribing to this newspaper, 

which provides Kid Scoop to 
requesting classrooms free of charge.

harveycountynow.com/newtonnow

712 N. Main • Newton
316.284.0390

www.EAULILY.com

Open Sunday
afternoons in

December.

Gifts & Toys 
for all ages.

Some 
handmade, 

all well made!
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Today, scientists are looking for new, cleaner ways to create 
energy to move vehicles. They are looking for energy that 
won’t run out. Many think hydrogen is the answer.

Hydrogen is a 
molecule that 
when combined 
with oxygen 
molecules makes 
energy. 

Hydrogen fuel can 
power cars in a 
   way that’s better for 
    the environment.

Keep reading your 
newspaper for updates 
about this exciting technology!

It takes energy to move 
something. In early days, 

people used their own 
human energy to move 
things. It was tough!

Eventually, carts and 
wagons were hitched to 
horses and oxen. Animal 

energy was great!

Over time, people invented 
ways to generate energy to 
move vehicles by burning 

coal and gasoline. 

Coal and gas are fossil 
fuels. But fossil fuels have 

a couple of problems. 
They cause pollution and 

someday the world may run 
out of these resources.

Standards Link: Reading 
Comprehension: Follow 

written directions.

Look through the 
newspaper to find 
words that can be 
combined to make 

a new word. 
For example:

St
C

pow
  w
   th

Kee
new
aboeading

Comprehension: Follow 
itt di i

combined to make 
d. 
e:

tandards Link: Re
Comprehension: Fo

a new word
For example

l
av
. 
nd 
run 

l 
ve 

Will Car A, Car B or Car C 
win the race? Have three friends 
or family members each choose 
a car. Then, add up the numbers 
in each car’s lane. The lane that 
adds up to the smallest number 

has the winning car.
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Write a paragraph about a 
fast animal or machine, 

include at least three facts 
and one opinion.

RESOURCE

Try to use the word resource
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Helen found a thesaurus 
was a valuable resource 
while writing her essay.

The noun resource means 
somebody or something that 
can be used as a source of 

help or information.

This week’s word:

Find an interesting ad in today’s newspaper. 
Estimate how many ads of that size can fit on 
the page. Then, measure to find the exact 
answer. How close was your estimation?
Standards Link: Math: Estimation.

HYDROGEN
MOLECULE
COMBINED
VEHICLES
REACTION
PRODUCE
OXYGEN
ENERGY
WATER
POWER
MOVE
BURN
DAYS
CAR
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NASA uses hydrogen fuel in space for a special process to 
make electricity from hydrogen. The byproduct of this 

process is water. This provides water for NASA 
astronauts to drink during space missions.



614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021
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Specials Include: 
Monday- Friday   

Soup/Sandwich Combo 
Friday HumMus and Gyros

with Purchase of Gourmet Sandwich 
Expires June 1, 2016

701 North Main St.
Newton, Kansas
(316) 804-4573

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 AM-3:30 PM
                         Sat. 7:30 AM-2:00 PM

Gourmet Sandwiches
Desserts

Breakfast
Fresh Sides Daily

Catering

Evening Hours
Coming Soon!

                         Sat. 7
ri. 7Mon.-F

(316) 804-4573
Newton, K

701 North Main St.

                      :00 PM:30 AM-2   Sat. 7
:30 PM:30 AM-3ri. 7

(316) 804-4573
ansasNewton, K

701 North Main St.

                                                                                                              

Expires June 1
urchase of Gourmet Sandwich with P

                      

, 2016Expires June 1
urchase of Gourmet Sandwich 

Contact Bruce for more information
(316) 617-1095 

Bruce@buyersedgeks.com

We�re with you from
Start to Finish....

Bown-Corby School House
Apartments for Rent

Need new tenants for 
apartments with prices 

ranging from $300-$695 and 
all utilities are included in 

the monthly rent!

Call 316-630-8002 or  316-207-1866 or visit our website 
at http://www.realpropertymgtwichita.com

for more information.

2-bed, 1-bed and studio
apartments!

412 N. 2nd • Marion

TOOL AUCTION
Saturday, April 9 • 9:30 am

AUCTION SPECIALISTS, LLC
Vern Koch 316.772.6318             Mike Flavin 283.8164

www.auctionspecialists.com

Cast Iron Cookware; Cast Iron Seats; Canning Jars; Sledge Hammers;
Axes; Open & Box End Wrenches; Crescent Wrenches; Pipe
Wrenches; Tool Boxes; Picks; Hay Knives; Hand Saws; Blow Torches;
Horse Hames; Small Kerosene Cans; Squares; Log Tongs; Wooden
Handles; Pry Bars; Nail Pullers; Bar Clamps; Conduit Benders; Tubs;
Barrels; Antique Tools & more…100’s of Tools

400 Grandview (Armory), Newton, KS

Harder Family
Construction

Building in Sand Creek Station, 
Stone Creek Estates, Newton & 
surrounding cities & counties.

building 
energy 

efficient
homes

New hhome cconstruction ssince 11974 

Find more content at
www.harveycountynow.com

County commission signs
trio of proclamations

This week’s county com-
mission meeting was one
for proclamations. The
commission passed three.

The first was to desig-
nate April as Child Abuse
Prevention Month.

Representatives from
Court Appointed Special
Advocates, Heart 2 Heart
and the Department on
Children and Families at-
tended the meeting to ad-
vocate for the
proclamation.

Kerry Grosch of Heart 2
Heart said the organiza-
tion, which helps children
talk about child abuse for
court cases, has met with
141 children this year so
far.

According to statistics
provided at the meeting,
700 child-abuse reports
were filed last year. There
are 8,500 children in the

county.
“I think you people do a

wonderful job,” Commis-
sioner Ron Krehbiel said
in approval of their ef-
forts.

The proclamation was
approved 3-0.

The second proclama-
tion designated April as
Sexual Abuse Prevention
Awareness Month. 

Jessica Taylor of the
Harvey County Safe
House spoke to the com-
mission, saying 248 of
those seeking help at the
safe house identified as
victims of sexual violence.

To raise awareness for
the month, the group is
undertaking a virtual na-
tional clothesline project,
part of a larger national
project that will display
shirts with messages from
victims or survivors of
sexual violence written on
them. Supporters may de-
sign shirts as well. De-
signs can be shared on

Twitter using the #hvcod-
vsa, and the Harvey
County Safehouse will
display the messages on-
line and throughout the
county. 

The motion was ap-
proved 3-0.

Finally, the commission
recognized April 5 as Na-
tional Service Day to rec-
ognize the impact of
service and volunteering
within the community
and nationally.

In other news, the
county approved spending
$37,000 with the engi-
neering firm MKEC to in-
spect 278 bridge
structures throughout the
county.

The inspection is feder-
ally mandated to take
place every two years.

ETC.
*Sales tax numbers for

the county from the first
quarter of the year are in.
Assistant County Admin-

istrator Anthony
Swartzendruber said
money generated by sales
tax was down about 8 per-
cent in the county in the
first quarter compared to
last year. Last year’s
numbers were inflated by
a large one-time lump-
sum payment, however.

Swartzendruber said re-
moving that payment
would make sales tax rev-
enues about flat compared
to last year.

*The Conquer the
Gauntlet event, an en-
durance obstacle course to
be April 16 at East Park,
has nearly all of its heats
filled, meaning it will
draw about 1,500 partici-
pants, as well as specta-
tors to the county, Parks
Director Kass Miller in-
formed the commission. 

*All commission mem-
bers were present. 

*The county approved
paying its weekly bills for
$72,248.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Meetings slated for Newton Classical Academy

A group of individuals is work-
ing to begin a new school in New-
ton. 

The school, Newton Classical
Academy, will be a family-ori-
ented, hybrid, Christian classical
school in Newton, according to its
website.

Initially, organizers hope to open

it in the fall of 2016 to grades
kindergarten through sixth, and
tuition per student will run $650
per semester, with discounts for
multiple children enrolled. Enroll-
ment will be limited to 35 students
for the first year.

The school will teach language
arts
(grammar/writing/spelling/hand-
writing), history, math and Latin
(beginning in third grade but with
some recitation/memorization to
familiarize in earlier grades).

Two open houses for the school
allowing organizers to provide
more information will be at 8 p.m.
April 11 and April 25 at Norms
Coffee Bar in Newton.

“This meeting will entail outlin-
ing the vision for the school and
featuring guest speakers from the
Classical School of Wichita to an-
swer questions about this kind of
education,” organizer Phillip Tip-
pin said in a press release.

More information is available at
newtonclassicalacademy.org.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

NEWS BRIEFS
Substance abuse board accepting grant requests

The Newton Substance Abuse Board is seeking appli-
cations for grants to fund programs or services whose
principal purpose is the intervention and treatment of
drug and alcohol abuse or drug and alcohol prevention
and education. 

The application is available for download at
www.newtonkansas.com. Submission deadline is June
13. Funds will be disbursed Aug. 1.

Funding for the substance abuse board comes from
liquor tax revenues allocated through the state’s local
alcoholic liquor fund.

For more information, contact Dan Heinze Jr. at 316-
283-5870 or dan@heinzeinsurance.net.

—For Newton Now

Newton visitors guide released
The Newton Convention and Visitors Bureau re-

cently completed its 2016 visitors guide for the city.
Twelve thousand 24-page guides will be distributed

in local hotels, area businesses and in travel informa-
tion centers across the State of Kansas. 

The guide highlights local restaurants, attractions,
activities and draws to Newton. 

Newton Now participated with Newton CVB to print
the guides.

—Newton Now staff

KidFEST set for this weekend
Harvey County United Way will host a free event for

Harvey County families to attend Saturday, April 9. 
KidFEST will be held from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the

Sunset Elementary School gym, 619 Boyd.  
The event will feature more than 30 booths with

hands-on activities. 
Children eight and older will be able to complete ac-

tivities at 10 different booths to receive a book of their
choice. 

The Newton Police Department will provide digital
identification services for children (IdentAKid), and the

Newton Fire/EMS will have a fire truck on display and
a smoke tunnel for children to learn about fire safety.
Caring Hands Humane Society is back this year with at
least one furry friend. 

In addition, families will learn about services avail-
able throughout the county and will have the opportu-
nity to meet with representatives who will be available
to answer questions.

Last year, 260 children, plus their families, attended
the event.

—For Newton Now

Weight-loss challenge ends
The Newton Now-Meridian Center Weight Loss Chal-

lenge ended April 1. 
It was a close battle for who would lose the most body

weight. But after three months, Newton Now inched
out the win, losing 4.16 percent of its body weight, com-
pared to the Meridian Center's total of 3.84 percent. 

Newton Now staff would like to thank the Meridian
Center for being worthy competitors. We look forward
to seeing them again next year, when the rest of the
year's worth of journalism habits make our pants too
tight. 

—Newton Now staff

Peace Connections has March 29 open house
Peace Connections had an open house March 29 in

downtown Newton, drawing more than 150 people. 
The event featured a performance by the band Out-

side The Walls, as well as hotdogs, popcorn and side-
walk chalk. 

The event also celebrated the group's move to The
Hub, a collaborated office space above Prairie Harvest
at Sixth and Main.  

Currently, Peace Connections operates two programs
within Harvey County. Summer Enrichment Activities
for Kids (SEAK), and Circles of Hope, Harvey County is
part of a nationwide initiative.

—For Newton Now



Wednesday, March
30, was not a
happy, sunshiny

day for Gina Corrigan and
employees of Tanning
Gallery in Newton, as
they closed their
doors Monday night for at
least 45 days.

“It's sad,” Corrigan
said. “It's sad for us.
We're like a family,” she
added, while getting a lit-
tle emotional.

The Tanning Gallery in
the 800 block of North
Main Street was closed
voluntarily by the busi-
ness because they don't
want people to get injured
from falling debris from
the nearby historic Bergh
building at 815 N. Main
St. 

“It's buckling so badly
when it goes, it's going to
go through the ceiling,”
Corrigan said. “[…] It
probably will go through
our roof. […] You want a
16-year-old to be tanning
here when the wall comes
through?”

The building at 815 N.
Main, which is attached
to the one in which Corri-
gan has the Tanning
Gallery and Gina's Hair
Studio, is in a state of dis-
repair. A large glass win-
dow fell from its second
story onto the street re-
cently, and the sidewalk
was blocked off. Now, a
sheet of wood replaces
that window. Chunks of
the building from the sec-
ond floor in the form of
rocks and architecture
have fallen onto the
Gallery's roof, and Corri-
gan has some displayed in
the Gallery's window.

The Tanning Gallery is
at the front of the Corri-
gan's business, and Gina's
Hair Studio is at the back.
The hair studio will re-
main open, while the tan-
ning gallery is closed.

“We're closing the front,
because the second-story
building only comes to
where my wall is,” Corri-
gan said, showing where
the two-story building at-
tached to hers stops,
which is about the middle
of her business.

Corrigan said to close at
this time of year makes
for a difficulty as it’s
when young ladies get
tans for prom and wed-
dings.

In addition to damage
on the fairly new roof,
Tanning Gallery has sus-
tained water damage be-
cause of the rocks that
have fallen onto the roof.
The damaged wall on the
second story at 815 N.
Main is loose and has a
hole at the top where
stones have fallen out. It
appears small; chirping
birds have made a home
there.

Corrigan said she met
with the Assistant City
Attorney Chris Towle to
see what she could do.

“His advice to me was
to close our doors,” she
said.

Recently, Corrigan had
a contractor visit the
building, and they talked
on the ground about how
to make it sturdy.

“When they got up
there, they said there was
no way,” Corrigan said.
“[…] They didn't see that
it was fixable at all.”

“If that building falls,
where's it going to go?”
hairstylist Monica Nuss
asked. “To Main Street.”

“I see so many kids
walking by there every
day,” added Tanning
Gallery employee Kylie
Heaston.

One customer was con-
cerned, too, as Melissa
Bybee of Newton said she
now picks her son up from
school every day since she
doesn't want him walking
on that sidewalk where
things might fall. This
costs her time and money,

as she has to take time off
from work and use her
own gas, she said.

“I'm concerned about
Gina's business,” Bybee
said, adding the local
businesswoman has done
fundraisers for the
wrestling club, donated
money as a sponsor and
donated to the high school
when they have a big-
back event.

Last week, Pam
Stevens, director of the
Newton Area Chamber of
Commerce, stopped by the
gallery and told Corrigan
about a place where she
could relocate.

“Just trying to see if we
can help in any way,”
Stevens told Corrigan.

A sign in the window of
the Gallery last week
stated, “Due to the lack of
action of our city govern-
ing officials, we'll be tem-
porarily closed as a result
of the collapsing building
next door and for safety of
customers and staff.”

Corrigan wants some-
thing done about the
building, but as with so
many things, the crux of
the issue comes down to
costs.

The city, which does not
own the property, esti-
mates it will cost between
$50,000 and $70,000 to
tear the building down.

“The city has the legal
authority to go in and do
it, but we don’t have the
obligation,” City Attorney
Bob Myers said, speaking
to city officials at a March
24 work session.

So basically, while the
city could bite the bullet
and tear the building
down, it doesn’t have to if
it doesn’t feel like paying
the costs.

The owner of the build-
ing occupied by the tan-
ning salon, Stephen
Owens, has offered to foot
some of the cots for tear-
ing down the building:
$17,000 in exchange for
the lot the building is on.

At the work session,
Myers said it was unlikely
the city or Owens would
receive any kind of pay-
ment for damages or de-
construction from the
property owners of the di-
lapidated building.

Myers said the city
looked into that possibil-
ity and believes the own-
ers to be destitute.

“We are convinced they
have no means to do this,”
he said.

So if the city doesn’t
want to swallow demoli-
tion costs and have a
building dropping rocks in
the middle of its down-
town, the only other op-
tion would be to get the
building repaired.

“Best solution to broker
would be a charitable
project and to find a group
or help one organize to
step in and take owner-
ship,” Myers said.

It sounds like some sort
of deal to do that is taking
shape.

Myers said individuals
in Newton were inter-
ested in trying to organize
a group of community
members to fix the 815
building.

Brandon Eck said he
and Greg Noll, pastors at
The Gathering, have been
collecting information and
seeing if there was a way
to repair the building.
Vogts-Parga Construction
is helping to get initial es-
timates on the building
repairs.

"We just have vision
and passion to see New-
ton reborn," Eck said. "To
me if that building gets
knocked down that's the
opposite of Newton re-
born."

Eck said that he and
Noll are organizing on
their own behalf and not
for the church. The
church is currently rehab-
bing the Newton Historic
Fox Theater.

Commissioner Barth
Hague recommended the
city do what it can to as-

sist in grant application
processes for a group fix-
ing the building if it does
indeed form.

In a previous report,
City Engineer Suzanne
Loomis said it would take
more than $100,000 of
work to make the building
safe, let alone useable.
The city spent $6,000 on a
study of the building.

Newton Public Informa-
tion Officer Erin Mc-
Daniel stated in a release
the sidewalk below the
building was closed since
a second-story window
came loose but has since
been fixed.

“With the understand-
ing that the building is
not in imminent danger of
collapse, the city commis-
sion has asked that staff
do all we can to help facil-
itate a resolution to this
situation involving pri-
vate party investment,”
she said. “This is also an
historic structure in our
downtown. Saving an his-
toric structure through
private investment which
would then remain on the
tax rolls seems a better
outcome, if possible, than
spending a considerable
amount of taxpayer dol-
lars to end up with a va-
cant lot.”

McDaniel said that the
groups interested in fixing
the building would also
need time to do their due
diligence to look into costs
and risks before moving
forward with any project.

“They understand there
are public concerns here,
and they are trying to
move as quickly as possi-
ble,” she said.

But until that situation
gets figured out, or the
City of Newton eventually
steps in, the structure
continues to present a
risk of falling rocks for
the salon.
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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Gina Corrigan, second from
left, owner of Tanning Gallery, stands
in front of the gallery with Tanning
Gallery employees, from left, Katelyn
Alexander, Sarah Unruh and Kylie
Heaston.
RIGHT: Hairstylist Monica Nuss, left,
sits down with Tanning Gallery employ-
ees Sarah Unruh, Center, and Kylie
Heaston after they had lunch. 
RIGHT BOTTOM: A wall on the second
floor of 815 N. Main St. is buckling out
about two feet, and parts of the wall
having fallen onto Tanning Gallery, 817
N. Main St. 

Tanning gallery temporarily shuts down because of falling debris
BY WENDY NUGENT

AND ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
There's a barricade in front of 815 N. Main St. 



April 3
Criminal Calls: 
Burglary, Theft, 1200

Blk N Duncan
Theft, 1200 Blk N

Duncan
Dom Battery, Criminal

Damage, 600 Blk Au-
tumn Ridge Rd. 

Arrests:
Jason L. Yotter, 43,

Newton / Burglary, War-
rant, 200 Blk W 6th

William C. Vande-
grif, 34, Newton / DUI,
DWS, 1300 Blk Wash-
ington Rd.  

April 2
Criminal Calls:
Poss Marij, Poss Para,

1000 Blk N Boyd
Battery, 2300 Blk S

Kansas
Intimidation of a Wit-

ness, 100 Blk E 8th
Intimidation of a Wit-

ness, 100 Blk E 8th
Arrests:
James L. Stanford, 23,

Newton / Poss Drugs,
1600 Blk W Broadway

Johanna Castillo-
Ruiz, 27, Newton / Poss
Marij, Poss Para, ITOC,
Contribute to a Child's
Misconduct, 200 Blk W
10th

Wesley A. Foyil, 31,
Newton / Poss Drugs,
Poss Para, Assault,
Criminal Trespass,
Criminal Damage, 2100
Blk Wagonwheel Dr

April 1
Criminal Calls: 
Theft, 2100 Blk Buck-

board Dr.
Theft, Computer Un-

lawful Acts, 200 Blk Vic-
toria Ct.

Theft, 400 Blk E 2nd
Arrests:
Crystal A. Miller, 39,

Wichita / Poss Marij,
Poss Para, DWS, HWY
US 50

Tylar N. Holmes, 21,
Pratt / Warrant 2x, 800
Blk N Main

Robert L. Ben-
ward, 36, Wichita / War-
rant, 800 Blk N Main

March 31
Criminal Calls:
Violate PFA, 800 Blk

E 12th
Battery, 1000 Blk W

12th
Phone Harassment,

100 Blk E 7th

Burglary, Theft, Crim-
inal Damage, 400 Blk E
7th

Arrests:
Darnel S. Brooks, 35,

Wichita / Warrant, 800
Blk N Main

David G. Tillman, 59,
Newton / Theft, 1400 Blk
S Kansas

Macario R. Hol-
guin, 39, Newton / Bat-
tery, 600 Blk S Pine

March 30
Criminal Calls:
Defacement of Prop-

erty, 300 Blk W 10th
Forgery, 2900 Blk S

Oliver
Criminal Threat, 600

Blk N Main
Dom Battery, Criminal

Trespass, 200 Blk W 1st
Criminal Threat, DC,

Assault, 100 Blk S Main
Arrests:
Ramon Sarmiento, 26,

Newton / Dom Battery,
Criminal Trespass, 1000
Blk S Kansas

Douglas H. Saryerwin-
nie, 38, Pratt / Poss
Drugs, Poss Para, 1400
Blk S Kansas

Presley M. Tinnin, 45,

Pratt / Poss Drugs, Poss
Para, 1400 Blk S Kansas

Joshua W.
Heubach, 24, Newton /
Poss Drugs, Agg Assault
LEO, DUI, DWS, At-
tempt to Elude, 3600 Blk
N Anderson

Zachary A. Kauf-
man, 21, Newton / Poss
Meth, Poss Para, Fail to
Update DL, 200 Blk SW
14th

Sharla M. Miller, 35,
Newton / Poss Drugs,
Poss Para, Theft, 2300
Blk Old Hwy 81

Debra S. Peal, 57,
Hesston / Poss Drugs,
Poss Para, Theft, 2300
Blk Old Hwy 81

Justin W. Neigh-
bors, 36, Augusta / War-
rant, Hwy K196

Farrell J. Smith, 36,
Newton / Criminal
Threat, Assault, DC, 100
Blk S Main

Bryan S. Williams, 43,
Wichita / Distribute
Drugs, Poss Drugs, DUI,
ITOC, Stalking, 600 Blk
Manchester

March 29
Criminal Calls:

Identity Fraud, Bur-
glary, Theft, Wichita

Burglary, 600 Blk W
5th

Agg Assault, 300 Blk
W 4th

Arrests:
Ramon Sarmiento, 26,

Newton / Theft, 1000 Blk
S Kansas

Joshua K.
Kennedy, 34, Newton /
Warrant, 200 Blk E 6th

John A. Kinney, 35,
Newton / DC, 700 Blk W
12th

Criminal Use of Fi-
nancial Card, Theft,
1300 Blk N Main

Christopher V.
Hatchel, 50, Newton /
Dom Battery, Assault,
500 Blk E 10th

Jeannie M. Henry, 59,
Peabody / DWS, ITOC,
1700 Blk N Main

Molly G. Thomas, 21,
Canton / Obstruction,
500 Blk N Elm

Friday, April 8
6:30 p.m.—Alcoholics Anonymous meeting, St.

Matthew's Episcopal Church, 2001 Windsor Drive in
Newton. The group also meets at the same time and lo-
cation Sundays.

7 to 9 p.m.—Jail Break dodgeball tournament, New-
ton High School. A simple donation of funds or canned
food at the door is asked at admission.

Friday and
Saturday, April 8 and 9

Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale, Hutchinson Fair-
grounds

Saturday, April 9
Newton Community Garage Sale, all day
9 a.m.—Newton Bible Christian School 5k, Athletic

Park
9 a.m. to noon—KidFEST, Sunset Elementary School

gym, 619 Boyd. 
10 a.m.—Paddle Battle, Fourth Street boat ramp by

Sand Creek. Registration starts are 8:30 a.m. Choose
from a one- or two-mile water race to benefit Heart 2
Heart Child Advocacy group and the Rotary Club of
Newton's scholarship fund. Canoes and kayaks wel-
come. Cost is $25 per paddler.

1 to 5 p.m.—Watercolor Batik Class led by Velera
Adams at The Carriage Factory Art Gallery, 128 E.
Sixth St. The cost is $35. The class is for ages 10 and
older. For more information, call the gallery at 316-284-
2749.

4 p.m.—Violinists Emily Bishop and Hannah Murray
performing in the Chapel  in the Administration Build-
ing at Bethel College. They are members of the Wichita
Symphony Orchestra. This is part of the annual Spring
Into the Arts Festival.

Sunday, April 10
3 p.m.—“Hymns of Spring,” Kauffman Museum at

Bethel College in North Newton. As part of the Newton
Area Arts Council’s annual Spring into the Arts Festi-
val, the museum will host a concert on its historic cabi-
net organ. Donna Hetrick, Bethel instructor of organ,
presents the program played on the Teschemacher-Dek-
natel-van der Smissen organ. The event is free and open
to the public.

Monday, April 11
9 a.m.—Board of Harvey County Commissioners,

Harvey County Courthouse
6 to 8:15 p.m.—Volunteer Income Tax Assistance,

Newton Public Library. Trained volunteers offer free
tax help to lower-income taxpayers. Contact the library
for more information and a list of things to bring. Regis-
tration is first-come, first-served, with signup beginning
at 9 a.m. for each assistance day. Other times are 9 a.m.
to noon and 1 to 5 p.m. Wednesdays, and 9:30 a.m. to
noon Saturdays through April 16.

8 p.m. --Newton Classical Academy Public Forum at
Norm's Coffee Bar

Tuesday, April 12
7 p.m.—Newton City Commission, Newton City Hall,

201 E. Sixth St.

Wednesday, April 13
9:30 a.m.—Grandparents Day at Life Enrichment.

9:30 a.m. —"Sabbatical, Faculty Exchange “Ukraine
2014-2015, “John McCabe-Juhnke, Bethel College;
10:35 a.m.—"Thresher Shop: Management and Fash-
ions,” Casey Schunn, manager; 11:30 a.m., Henry C.
Smith Peace Orations. Life Enrichment meets Wednes-
days in Krehbiel Auditorium in Luyken Fine Arts Cen-
ter at Bethel College, and it’s planned for people 60 and
older.

Thursday, April 14
7 p.m.—Historic Preservation Commission, City Hall,

201 E. Sixth St.

Saturday, April 16
7 p.m.—Newton Mid-Kansas Symphony Orchestra

“Poised for Pops,” Newton High School auditorium.
Thomas W. Douglas conducts music from “The Beatles,”
“Star Wars” and “Frozen,” plus the NMKSO flute sec-
tion on “Flute Cocktail.” The concert is an event of the
Newton Area Arts Council’s third annual Spring Into
the Arts Festival.Tickets: adults $12.50/$15; students
$6/$7; 12 and younger free with an adult. Purchase at
Faith & Life Bookstore, NMKSO, 120 W. Sixth St., and
online at www.nmkso.org.

Sunday, April 17
6 p.m.—John McCutcheon concert, Krehbiel Audito-

rium in the Luyken Fine Arts Center at Bethel College
in North Newton. General admission tickets are $22.

Saturday, April 23
9:30 a.m.—2016 Emma Creek 5K Classic, Hesston

High School, 200 N. Ridge Road. This is a 5K walk, jog
and run. The entry fee includes a T-shirt, packet of gifts
and a chance to win prizes. The cost is $19 adults for
short-sleeve, $20 for women's-cut short sleeve, $21 for
long sleeve and $13 for ages 14 and younger (shot-sleeve
only). The event is for women of all ages and abilities.
For information, contact 620-327-2989.

Saturday, May 7
All day—12th Annual Newton Downtown Car Show,

downtown Newton. More than 350 cars will be on dis-
play. There will be trophies, cash prizes, dash plaques,
goodie bags, T-shirts and music. For more information,
call 316-283-0391.

6 to 9 p.m.—A Night in Wonderland, Newton Activity
Center, 415 N. Poplar St. in Newton. This is a commu-
nity prom and fundraiser. Admission cost is a donation
amount of your choice. Proceeds benefit Peace Connec-
tions, home of Circles of Hope.

Do you have an event you'd like listed in the
Community Calendar? If so, contact Wendy Nugent
at 316-281-7899 or wendy@harveycountynow.com.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

NEWTON POLICE REPORTS

Orchestra's pops concert part of arts festival
The Newton Mid-

Kansas Symphony Or-
chestra (NMKSO)
presents a blue jeans
concert, “Poised for
Pops,” at 7 p.m. Satur-
day, April 16, in the
Newton High School au-
ditorium. 

Thomas W. Douglas
conducts the program of
popular cinema and
Broadway music, an
event of the Newton
Area Arts Council
Spring into the Arts Fes-
tival.

NMKSO continues the

season of women, play-
ing medleys from “My
Fair Lady,” “Chicago”
and “Bye Bye Birdie.”
Flautists Kristin Shaf-
fer, Kenna Graber and
Karen Hamlin are fea-
tured on “Flute Cock-
tail.”

Singer Emma Roth, a
sophomore at Hesston
College, joins the orches-
tra on songs from the
movie “Frozen” and
“Memory” from the mu-
sical “Cats.”

The program harkens
back to the swinging ’30s
with works by George
Gershwin and Cole
Porter and pays tribute

to the British with music
by Andrew Lloyd Webber
and the Beatles. The
concert also promises an
audience sing-along, and
concert goers are encour-
aged to wear blue jeans. 

Douglas, in his fifth
season as NMKSO’s
music director, conducts
symphonic, opera, orato-
rio and music theater
productions internation-
ally. He is in his 16th
year as music director of
Music Theatre Wichita,
serves on the faculty of
the Carnegie Mellon
School of Music, and is
artistic director and con-
ductor of the Bach Choir

in Pittsburgh, Pa. Dou-
glas also has been a fre-
quent guest conductor of
the Wichita Symphony
Orchestra, most recently
in February. 

Admission is $12.50
advance/$15 at the door
for adults; $6/7 for stu-
dents, and free admis-
sion for children younger
than 12 accompanied by
an adult. Tickets are
available at Faith and
Life Bookstore, the
NMKSO office 120 W.
Sixth St., and online at
www.nmkso.org. For
more information, con-
tact NMKSO at 316-772-
3265.

FOR NEWTON NOW

COURTESY PHOTO
Newton Mid-Kansas Symphony Orchestra (NMKSO) presents a blue jeans concert, “Poised for Pops,” at 7 p.m. Saturday, April 16, in the
Newton High School auditorium. 

Loganbill to celebrate 90th birthday
Dr. Varden Loganbill

will celebrate his 90th
birthday on April 17.

He has lived in
Moundridge for the past
50 years, where he was a
family practice physician
for the Moundridge and
Inman communities.  

He had close ties with
the Newton community,
as he referred many of
his patients to specialists

in Newton. 
He graduated from

Bethel College in 1950
and has been an avid
supporter of the college,
attending many sporting
and arts events on cam-
pus.  

His family invites you
to send birthday wishes
and memories to him at
1904 Rose Village,
Moundridge, KS 67107.   Varden Loganbill

Announcements
Newton Now prints

a variety of announce-
ments, including an-
niversaries, weddings,
engagements and
birthdays.

To get any of these
printed in Newton
Now, call 316-281-
7899 or email them to
wendy@harveycoun-
tynow.com or
adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com.

Check Newton
Now out online
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When you read Adam's col-
umn this week, you'll get
an entertaining story

about him and the Newton Young
Professionals picking up trash pick
up along Sand Creek. I, too, spent
a few hours picking up trash last
week as part of the Kiwanis Club's
annual service project. My experi-
ence wasn't as entertaining as
Adam's, though. No sense of dan-
ger, intrigue or nasty chicken liv-
ers.

I did win an award for the most
unique piece of trash found, how-
ever: some kid's brand new yellow
Minion stocking hat. Even though
I felt kind of bad for the poor kid
who lost his new hat, I had to
laugh, as it reminded me of one of
the more famous Behymer family
stories.

Several years ago, my Uncle
Keith and Aunt Norma Behymer
were taking their kids for a vaca-
tion to Colorado. Uncle Keith was
driving on one of those treacherous
curvy mountain roads with very
little shoulder and very little room
for error. Teeth gritted, hands em-
bedded in the steering wheel and
eyes glued to the road. No distrac-
tions allowed. It's life or death. 

Like any good family vacation,
however, trouble started in the
back seat. While Uncle Keith was
trying to concentrate and not go

off the road and kill everyone, the
Behymer kids were fighting over a
comic book. For the safety of his
family and his own sanity, Uncle
Keith reached back with one hand,
the other gripping the wheel like a
mad man, grabbed the comic and
chucked it out the window. 

All without turning his head or
taking his eyes off the road. He
didn't say a word. He didn't have
to. With a swift swoop of an arm
and an airborne comic, the car
suddenly became silent. And it
stayed that way for hours. 

The real humor in this story is
the years of the speculation about
what happened to the comic after
it left the car window. I always
imagined a lonely old prospector,
panning for gold and asking for a
sign from heaven, only to have a
comic book land in his lap.

As I chuckled to myself about
this story, I thought of another in-
volving me and fly fishing friend
Chris Zuercher. 

We were careening down a
treacherous mountain road be-
tween Lake City and Gunnison,
Colo. Chris had been up all night,
so he sat half asleep at shotgun. I
was driving and on edge but han-
dling everything—until I saw
smoke coming from the tires of a
large semi ahead of us. 

The smoking tires, mixed with
the screeching noises, had my anx-
iety meter red lining. I violently
shook and beat on Zuercher,
screaming, “What the [heck] are
we supposed to do?!” 

And in his sleep deprived deliri-
ous state, he answered my ques-
tion by popping in a cassette tape
of  Richard Pryor, turning the vol-
ume up full blast, laughing mania-
cally and yelling things like
“whoo-hoo,” “far out” and “right
on.” 

I did the only thing I could at
that point: I embedded my hands
in the steering wheel, gritted my
teeth and drove.

Bruce Behymer is the advertis-
ing director at Newton Now, Har-

vey County Now and The Edge. He
can be reached at bruce@harvey-
countynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Swift arm silences kids in car
Columns

Editorial

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com
We welcome letters of general interest to the com-

munity and reserve the right to edit for clarification
or length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words,
and writers are limited to one letter every other
week. Letters are due by noon on Monday before pub-
lication and must be signed with the writer’s name,
address and phone number for verification purposes.
Only the name and hometown will be included in the
printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous let-
ters or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to
volume, letters may need to hold although this is not
normally the case. 

More oversight
needed on economic

development projects

Idropped to my knees, dry heav-
ing uncontrollably. The other
trash picker-uppers rushed

over, assuming perhaps a bird had
flown into my mouth. 

As they neared the scene of my
conniption fit, the same fumes of
putrification that took away my
leg function reached the respon-
ders. 

More gagging ensued.
Now I don’t think of myself as a

tough guy, but I grew up on a
dairy farm. We can handle
smells—from manure to rotting
sorghum to that cat that decided
to die in our still-standing WPA-
built outhouse. 

Only once had I experienced the
olfactory ostracization that at-
tacked me at Sand Creek on
Thursday at the Newton Young
Professionals cleanup day. 

A few years back, in the middle
of a plus-100-degree hot spell, a
chicken had somehow got under
some brush and died. Chickens
have never been noted for their
brightness. We didn’t notice one
was missing until a few days later
when the wind switched from the
east. 

Of course my dad sent me to fish
the chicken out, armed only with
leather gloves and a 50-pound feed
sack to dispose of it in. Crawling
into the brush bent over, you do
your best not the breathe through
your nose, but after a few attempts
to get the bird in the bag, I did and
had a similar dry-heaving fit. 

My dad shook his head and said
it wasn’t that bad, and I was being
dramatic. I felt embarrassed, but I
still hold if it wasn’t that bad, why
was it me who was sent to get the
chicken in the first place?

That same embarrassment fol-
lowed me Thursday as everyone
tried to inquire what happened to
me. 

I could choke out two words.

Chicken, cough, livers.
Now, in hindsight, the events

leading up to the whole situation
could have easily been avoided. 

As a rule of thumb, if you find a
large container labeled “Chicken
Livers” in the wild, it’s best to
leave it alone. 

That container, who someone
meant to use as bait, had been fer-
menting on the banks of Sand
Creek for some weeks.

I picked it up, and it felt full.
Here’s where I should have put

it down and figured out an alter-
nate way to dispose of it. But nope.
Instead, I distinctly remember
thinking, “I sure hope that lid
stays on, because I bet this
stinks.”

As I tried to drop it in my trash
bag, I squeezed too hard on the
container, popping the lid off. 

Now, the wind was strong that
day, and I took a full dose of rotten
liver fumes directly to the face. I
did manage to get it in the bag be-
fore I fell.

After I significantly recovered
from the event, I closed up the
trash bag the best I could. The
smell permeated as we continued
walking. At some point or another,
the trash bag sprung a leak, and
the contents of the container
sprayed forth. It probably looked
like a little dance to the passers
by—me swinging around and

jumping as people got out of the
way to avoid the spray. So was the
liver of our discontent. 

Eventually I managed to dispose
of the bag. I feel sorry if a trash
collector happens to whiff it as
well. 

Outside of that, it was a success-
ful cleanup on Sand Creek. NYP
had a good turnout, and some high
schoolers also came to help clean
the edge of Sand Creek for the up-
coming Paddle Battle on Saturday,
April 9. 

Picking up trash, you never
know what you’re going to get. It’s
like a crappier version of Forrest
Gump’s box of chocolates
metaphor. 

Besides chicken livers, volun-
teers located three pee jugs, a tube
of personal lubricant, multiple
DVD cases and about six bundles
of a local shopper publication
someone just dumped—thankfully
not anything we put out.

But the grand find came from a
cache of hunting knives, hatchets
and other cutting implements lo-
cated under a bridge. Volunteers
debated what to do with them. No
one wanted to put them in the
trash. Someone asked if we should
call the police department.

For just a moment, I thought
perhaps with a little work, those
could be some pretty nice pieces of
camping equipment. 

But eventually I decided it was
best to let them be thrown away.
Who knows where they came from
or why exactly someone dumped a
set of large knives underneath the
bridge of Sand Creek. 

Some mysteries, like chicken liv-
ers, are best left undisturbed and
untouched.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor at Newton Now. He can be

reached at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Sometimes it’s best to refuse the wrong refuse

We have always been large supporters of coordi-
nated economic development with our publications.

We’ve seen the positive effects of such efforts.  
The City of Haven, with a population a tenth of

Newton’s, employs a part-time economic develop-
ment coordinator. She helped keep the town’s
largest employer, Haven Steel, located within the
city. She helped fill up Haven’s once struggling
downtown with restaurants and other local busi-
nesses.

For her taxpayer funded paycheck, she, in turn,
meets regularly with the city council in open session
and provides constant updates on what exactly she
is doing.

On a larger scale, the K-96 Corridor Development
Association, which provides grant-writing services,
guidance and insight to members, has helped keep
and maintain businesses in Colwich, Haven, South
Hutchinson and Maize.

The association has quarterly presentations to its
members and, with as much transparency as possi-
ble, shows what it’s working on and the return on
members’ investments.

There’s a large degree of accountability in both sit-
uations, allowing governing bodies to oversee and
give direction on development.

We, in turn, cover those meetings in our sister
paper, The Clarion, because it’s in our readers’ best
interest to have the same facts those they elect have.

So we’ve been dismayed sitting in on some of the
recent governing body meetings
discussing Harvey County’s recent economic devel-
opment situation.

At a hearing last week, the board for the Harvey
County Economic Development Inc. and the Newton
City Commission had a debate about who actually
employed Troy Carlson, who spent nine years trying
to develop the Kansas Logistics Park.

The groups also questioned what access they
would receive for the information and contracts he
compiled while working for them.

The county and the city and then, after the county
dropped out, just the city, paid the man an annual
contract of $126,000. That’s more than $1 million for
his services.

Newton Commission recently chose not to renew it
and finally asked the question, “What exactly did we
get for our money?”

Development on the Kansas Logistics Park, which
local governments poured $13 million into to de-
velop, has been slow.

Early setbacks with wind power companies and
other issues have prevented a single warehouse or
manufacturing hub from being constructed. One
company owns 230 acres but has yet to develop them
since purchasing the land in 2009.

According to a report provided by Carlson, a ware-
house is thinking of locating to the park.

The park has received memorandums of under-
standing from different shipping hubs and a desig-
nation by Burlington Northern as a development
ready site.

But are these developments worth the tax dollars
shelled out? The commission didn’t think so, and
neither do we.

No one at the group meeting was able to provide
information on how regularly either body met with
Carlson to discuss his progress.

The city commission acted like it was kept in the
dark about things. It’s likely reports did cross their
desks on occasion. But to spend that much money
annually on a person, regular meetings and updates
should have occurred.

The eco-devo board recently released Mickey
Fornaro Dean, executive director of 19 years, citing
a need to go a different direction. How related that
move is to the city’s move to stop paying Carlson is
currently unknown. Fornaro-Dean, like Carlson, was
clearing six figures for her services.

Jaci Reimer, eco-devo board president, said spring
cleaning would have to happen at the office before
they would be able to figure out the direction the or-
ganization would move and where it stood in regard
to future projects.

It is our earnest hope that when this “spring
cleaning” occurs, more accountability and trans-
parency will be included in changes implemented. 

Like Haven’s eco-devo director and the K-96 De-
velopment Corridor, those in charge of economic de-
velopment should make regular updates to the
governing body.  

And they should give these updates in open ses-
sion of meetings, as taxpayers are entitled to know
how their dollars are spent. We understand that
businesses can’t be named in all cases, but the more
transparency, the better.

Governing bodies, in turn, should take interest in
these reports and keep a close eye on how their
money is spent.

With accountability, we won’t have governing bod-
ies shelling out hundreds of thousands in tax dollars
for years before noticing they are failing to get
proper returns on their investments.

If they fail to invest dollars wisely, their electors—
the general public—will make such decisions for
them.

That’s why we need accountability. That’s why we
need local media that takes an interest in such hap-
penings.

Because we the public should invest dollars into
economic development. But we should also expect
accountability and a return on our investment.

—Newton Editorial Board

THE ZEN OF BEHYMER

BRUCE BEHYMER 

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

CARTOON BY AMY SMARSH-JOHNSON/NEWTON NOW
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One of the top question topics
asked of the Newton Con-
vention & Visitors is about

Amtrak. From scheduling to park-
ing to post-train transportation,
I’ve given tips to many travelers
about riding the rails.

Last month, I decided to take a
bit of my own advice, and my hus-
band and I boarded the Southwest
Chief and headed to Santa Fe.
Granted, it is a little awkward to
board the train at 3 in the morn-
ing, but as my husband, Blake,
and I found, there is a definite
benefit to living just a few blocks
away from the station. While there
are occasional sleepless nights
that I don’t consider proximity to
the tracks an advantage, this was
definitely not one of them. 

We settled into our upper car
seats, hoping for a bit of shut-eye
as we departed Newton and the
BNSF rail yards slipped away into
darkness. We woke at the
Hutchinson station as the train
stopped but managed to sleep
through the next few Kansas stops
until the sun and fellow passen-
gers both began to rise. 

We’d fortunately been given tips
ourselves from other Amtrak rid-
ers and packed some of our own
food and drinks for times that the
dining cars and snack bars were
unavailable. We cracked open our
stash of Cheez-Its and headed for
the observation car. 

As we watched the world whiz
by, I could not get the 1940s big-

band tune “Chattanooga Choo
Choo” out of my head. Fortunately,
thanks to a very eclectic iPod
music collection, I was able to lis-
ten to the Glenn Miller Orchestra
version, which was substantially
better than my own and set a nice
theme song for the journey. In
many ways, to ride Amtrak is to
experience a piece of America’s
nostalgia. 

I’ve been to Santa Fe several
times as a child and teenager,
though never by train. I remember
those journeys by car and land-
marks along the way including
southwestern Colorado towns of
Trinidad and La Junta and Raton
Pass. Although the tracks do fol-
low much of the Interstate and
highway systems, it is a vastly dif-
ferent experience. As we rose over
Raton Pass we lost sight of the
road and saw things we wouldn’t
have from the car. The conductor
announced an incredibly odd-look-
ing geometrical house called the
House of Angles and the site of a

Civil War-era ambush just north-
west of our stop in Lamy, N.M. As
we were meeting our parents, we
opted out of Amtrak’s shuttle to
downtown Santa Fe, though one is
available.

We enjoyed a long weekend in
one of my favorite southwestern
cities and boarded the eastbound
train in the middle of a Saturday
afternoon. Raton Pass comes
quickly on the eastern route, and
as we climbed up the mountain,
snow began to fall. By the time we
crossed into Colorado, the scene
outside evoked thoughts of an en-
tirely different song than before:
“White Christmas.” 

By the time we reached Newton
a little after 3 a.m., there were al-
ready inches on the ground and it
was snowing so heavily we missed
the turn for our own driveway. I
love snow and have waited for it
all winter, but it seemed like an
odd addition to Easter morning.

Our Santa Fe trek will definitely
enhance the tips I can give travel-
ers who pass through our Newton
station. If you’re ever inclined to
make the process of getting from
Point A to Point B part of your
travel adventure, consider a trip
on the train. 

Melody Spurney is the coordina-
tor of the Newton Convention &

Visitors Bureau. She can be
reached at 316-284-3642 or by

email at mspurney@new-
tonkansas.com.

A Santa Fe train journey provides insight Guest Editorial
This time, it isn’t

just a game

This month, something a
little different. 

First off, I’d like to preface
this article by stating I do not
advocate irresponsible use of
credit. But I do feel there is a
ton of free money, miles and
points out there to be had if
you’re willing to put in a little
work. Seriously, credit card
companies are just giving it
away. Consider this a friendly
heads-up on how to take advan-
tage of it.

Just why would they give you
something free for simply open-
ing a credit card? Basically,
they’re counting on you to ei-
ther slip up, catch you with fees
or carry a balance. And most
people will—enough to still
make giving miles points and
hotel stays profitable for credit
card companies. The trick is to
let those other suckers be the
ones who carry balances and
pay fees and essentially pay for
your next vacation.

For a little background, I’ve
been churning card offers for
about seven years now. In that
time, I’ve cashed in on multiple

American Express gold and
platinum card offers, racked up
hundreds of thousands of air-
line miles from different carri-
ers, churned one card alone four
times for 200,000 points and
haven’t had to pay for a hotel
stay during the last four years.
I do not say these things to
brag—I simply want to empha-
size that, if I can do it, you can
do it, too. 

More specifically, and most
recently, we booked a nine-day
family vacation, driving down to
Dallas and flying to the Riviera
Maya. That included four air-
line tickets, four nights at an
all-inclusive, four nights in Dal-
las, one night at a Westin re-
sort, and all we had to pay for
was a two-night stay at a condo
we elected to stay at. Other-
wise, we probably could have
stayed somewhere else free.
Our total out-of-pocket for air-
fare and lodging: around $350.

So, where do you start? How
do you start? There’s no one
simple answer, because there
are so many great resources on
the Internet you can use. These
include helpful forums and

blogs like Flyer Talk, The
Points Guy or Million Mile Se-
crets, two of the most popular
sites for tracking the latest of-
fers, and card-offer aggregators
like CreditCards.com that fea-
ture current card deals and rate
them based on what they do
best. For example, top balance
transfer cards, top rewards
cards, top airline cards and so
on.

When you do get into your
first reward churn, there likely
will be a stipulation attached to
it. For example, “earn 50,000
rewards points when you spend
$3,000 on your card in your first
three months”—that’s a pretty
common one. Other cards will

tack on an annual fee you must
pay up front or that kicks in
after your one-year anniver-
sary. Many card companies will
offset this fee by offering an an-
nual incentive, however, like a
free night at one of their hotels
or bonus points equivalent to
the cash value of your fee. This
often makes it a wash and dis-
suades people from canceling
their accounts.

Getting back to that mini-
mum spend, meeting the neces-
sary requirement really isn’t
that hard. For many folks, if
you look at your monthly ex-
penses, you can meet that mini-
mum just by charging things
like your gas, groceries, utilities
and other miscellaneous bills,
then paying your card off in full
before interest kicks in. Or, if
you can swing it, buy grocery
(or Wal-Mart/Target) gift cards
up front and use as needed.
Just try to avoid carrying a bal-
ance unless the offer is lucra-
tive enough.

If you time things right but
take your time with each churn,
I would argue anyone could eas-
ily claim four offers in a calen-

dar year. As you get more com-
fortable and more knowledge-
able, you’ll be able to increase
that number and really rack up
your points cache quicker.
When you reach that level, I
highly recommend either start-
ing an Excel spreadsheet or
Word document. This will help
keep track of not only how
many points you have but your
login information for your re-
wards accounts, anniversary
dates and when to cancel ac-
counts.

Churning credit cards is re-
ally that easy, but there’s also a
lot to it you’ll learn as you dig
in. There’s simply not enough
space here to get into great de-
tail, so I’d encourage you to
check out the links shared in
this article and do your home-
work. With a small time invest-
ment and a decent credit score,
you can start putting credit
card companies to work for you
and make your next big trip a
whole lot cheaper. Good luck.

Jeremy Jaso resides in 
Newton, is the father of two

and married to Robyn.

Shop, stay and fly on credit card companies’ dime for a wonderful family vacay
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At some point in your life, you probably picked a team.
It might have been because a parent loved that team, or
you liked their colors, or they won a lot, or you had a fa-
vorite player, or they were from your hometown.

But no matter the reason, you chose a side. 
You might have bought merchandise, paid for tickets,

cheered and groaned with the ups and downs of every
game.

And while this behavior makes total sense for athletics,
the unfortunate reality is that if you start over at the be-
ginning of this editorial with politics on your mind instead
of a sport, it’s still a pretty accurate description.

Politics is turning into a competition, a spectacle, a
game—and it needs to stop.

Each party has its own mascot: an elephant or a don-
key. Its own color: red or blue. And its own star players.
And somehow the voting public has begun to treat politics
more like a game and less like something that very seri-
ously impacts our lives and our pocketbooks.

We’ve stopped looking at issues and instead glance for
the R or D following a candidate’s name to decide whether
or not we agree with him or her. 

Candidates say they’re pro-life, so we vote. They say
they’re pro-gun, so we vote. They say their pro-[fill in the
blank], so we vote.

But do we check back in to see whether that candidate
actually pushes legislation to help causes we care deeply
about? No. We just keep checking off the box for the
“right” team every single election.

Just as we blindly devote ourselves to our favorite
teams, we’ve begun devoting ourselves to our political par-
ties. 

Think we’re blowing it out of proportion?
Just think back to a year ago when Secretary of State

Kris Kobach pushed for a bill that would insert little
boxes at the top of ballots so voters could choose a straight
party ticket without even looking at the names on the bal-
lot.

Rah! Rah ! Sis-boom-bah!
The livelihood of our small communities and the future

of our children, our schools, our neighbors and our fami-
lies should not rest in one tiny box, nor should it depend
on the letter R or the letter D. 

Our future should be in the hands of caring, dedicated
people who want to see our communities grow and our to-
morrows brighten.

Politics shouldn’t be about winning or losing—it should
be about creating stability and taking care of taxpayer
dollars.

We can’t even have civil discourse anymore as political
rallies have evolved to include armed guards, people being
dragged away and lately, even punches being thrown. 

Partisan politics has become so ingrained in the culture
that it’s tough to have civil discourse any more. 

“Politico Magazine” once reported on President Ronald
Reagan’s willingness to reach across the aisle to pass re-
forms on immigration and taxes and President Bill Clin-
ton’s commitment to working with both parties on welfare
reform and reducing the national debt.

And we had prosperity.
We’re all for donning the colors and cheering for our

teams, but that behavior should be left in the stands and
not in the voting booth.

We need to stop cheering and start researching.
We’re not trying to tell you who to vote for. What we are

asking is that you vote—and you know who that person
you’re voting for is outside of a political affiliation. 

As President John Adams once said, “There is nothing
which I dread so much as a division of the republic into
two great parties, each arranged under its leader, and
concerting measures in opposition to each other. This, in
my humble apprehension, is to be dreaded as the greatest
political evil under our Constitution.”

—The Clarion in AndaleCARTOON BY AMY SMARSH-JOHNSON/NEWTON NOW
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“I was rolling my lug-
gage in as the food was
being placed on the table,”
Akers said.

While he was at this
KemperSports awards cer-
emony, he said they were
announcing an award win-
ner's accolades.

“When I got there, they
were doing the awards cer-
emony,” Akers said,
adding the accolades they
read sounded more and
more like him. Turns out,
Akers actually was the
winner of the company's
James S. Kemper Staffer
of the Year Award, beating
out 6,000 employees na-
tionwide, including more
seasoned and/or full-time
employees.

“It was quite the sur-
prise,” he said, adding he
had to speak after it was
announced he was the
award recipient. “I went
up and spoke what was in
my mind. I spoke the
truth. […] I spoke from the
heart.”

He talked about what it
is to have a good work
ethic and the overall men-
tality one should have in

their jobs. He also said he
received several standing
ovations during his speech.

“One should have a posi-
tive outlook when in an en-

vironment such as this, es-
pecially when you're work-
ing face-to-face with
people,” Akers said. “It's
not a desk job.”

The experience probably
won't be one Akers soon
will forget.

“The experience was sec-
ond to none,” Akers said.

His mother, Merresa
Akers, and sister, Madi-
son, accompanied him on
the trip. His father was
Mike Akers.

Akers, a 17-year-old
Newton High School sen-
ior, has worked at the local
golf course since 2014, al-
though when general man-
ager Chris Tuohey
nominated him for the
award, he worked there
less than a year.

“Me being such a young
individual, I didn't think I
had a chance,” Akers said,
adding he received the
nomination letter last year
and really didn't think he'd
have a chance of being cho-
sen. All of the nominations
went through a selection
review process.

Akers enjoys his job.
“I love the freedom of it,”

he said. “I have the ability
to work by myself for the
most part now that I have
the experience. I know
what needs to get done
and how it needs to be
done.”

In addition, he's glad he
gets to work with the pub-

lic and have a positive im-
pact on the customers.

“It actually energizes
me,” Akers said. “Our cus-
tomer service is we try to
be best in class. […] Really
make their experience here
as positive as can be. It re-
ally energizes me and
makes me want to come to
work every day.”

Akers said he's a cart
staffer, so he's in charge of
an 82-cart fleet, both me-
chanically and aestheti-
cally, “making sure
everything is running and
in tip-top shape when the
customer gets here.”

In addition, as he put it,
he gets to touch all four
corners of the Station,
which includes the golf
course, cafe, pro shop and
maintenance, when
needed.

“It's nice when I can get
some of that experience so
I can be a triple threat,” he
said. “I can just touch on
all four corners of what we
do here at Sand Creek Sta-
tion.”

Another thing he does is
“picking the range to col-
lect golf balls,” which in-
cludes using a vehicle on
the driving range that
picks up golf balls.

“Our system—we stack

them in pyramids,” Akers
said. “[…] We're constantly
refilling the balls.”

Use of the driving range
is included in the greens
fees.

Akers recalled the first
time he got hit with a ball
doing that. He said he was
daydreaming and heard
what sounded like a gun-
shot, which was a ball hit-
ting the vehicle.

“It makes a person
jump,” he said.

In addition to his actual
work and the customers,
another part of the job
Akers enjoys are his
bosses. He said they all
good-naturedly give each
other a hard time.

“It takes the seriousness
and sternness out of the
relationship,” Akers said.
“Allows us to work cohe-
sively as a team,” adding it
allows all of them to work
happily together, and that
radiates to the customer.

Akers' future plans in-
clude staying with the
family-owned company.

“I'd love to stay with
KemperSports,” he said.
“It's a good company to
work for. […] I'm wanting
to go into the natural re-
sources part of the com-
pany.”

11, in the fellowship hall
of Bethel College Men-
nonite Church in North
Newton.

“We'd love to see
alumni come and former
staff and the public,” Di-
rector Jeanette Leary
said.

Garcia said that back
in the 1970s, her mom
found out about the
school through volleyball
friends.

“She spread [word]
through the church and
friends and family,” Gar-
cia said, adding her mom
then started referring
others there and that
they've had a lot of family
attend.

“I just remember com-
ing here,” Garcia said
about her memories of
the place. “I think they
still have the same blocks
and toys.”

She also remembered
Mary Ann Jost, who was
director at the time and
probably her teacher.

Blocher attended in
1990-92, as children have
to be 2 1/2 to 5 years old,
and she has her own fond
memories of the place.

“I remember making
applesauce, and I was so
excited for [Gabi],”
Blocher said, as that was
one of her favorite memo-
ries there.

“I found my books I had
made—well, Mom found
them—it's an all-about-
me book, and I have the
one that Gabi did this
year,” Blocher said. “I
just don't remember any
negativity here, and I was
so excited to have her
come here.”

Gabi loves going to
school there. In fact,
when asked if she likes
attending, she answered
with an “Mmmm. Hmm.”

“Spring break was a
long week for her,”
Blocher said.

“I love 'The Ginger-
bread Man' book, and I
love 'Miss Wishy-Washy,'
that book,” Gabi said. “I
love the bracelets, but we
broke 'em.”

She said what she likes
doing there is “learn,” in
addition to playing dress
up, as evidenced by her
wearing a purse and
bright pink skirt that
day, which belong to the
preschool.

“I love pretending that
I'm a mom and doing
dishes,” Gabi said, as

there's a play 4-year-old-
height kitchen/dining
area in the playschool.

Blocher said that car-
ries over at home, since
Gabi brings a stool over
and helps her dad do
dishes.

“That's Daddy's job,”
Blocher said. “I cook it.
He cleans 'em.”

Some things have
changed at the school,
however, during the
years.

“The things that have
changed since I was here
is they don't have the
metal trucks anymore,”
Blocher said. “[…] I re-
member everything being
a lot bigger too. The
chairs got small. The
playground got small.”

The Garcia/Blocher
family aren't the only
multi-generational folks
to attend the Playschool.
Leary she there are five
mothers who attended
school there, and now
their kids attend this
year.

About Community
Playschool

Throughout the years,
the playschool has seen
well more than 1,000 chil-
dren go through its doors,
Leary said. The most chil-

dren they've had in a year
was 60, and they can han-
dle 40 children now. En-

rollment as of Saturday
was at 36.

Playschool started the

year Head Start kicked
off nationally, Leary said,
and was formed by a for-
ward-thinking group rep-
resenting several
churches in
Newton/North Newton,
including First Mennon-
ite, Faith Mennonite and
Bethel College Mennonite
Church. Since then,
they've added Shalom
Mennonite, Grace Hill
Mennonite and First
Presbyterian Church.

The preschool is a
United Way-funded
agency.

“United Way has been
helping fund our budget
for 20 years,” Leary said.

Tuition is on a sliding
scale, and they've really
never advertised.

“It's always been word
of mouth,” Leary said.

They've also been
funded through other
local grants, and having
all volunteer teachers
also helps. They have 14
volunteers this year who
work on a regular basis.
One of those volunteer
teachers is Bonnie Kre-
hbiel, who retired in 2012
as director.

“That's a huge amount
of support we've gotten
through volunteer teach-
ers,” Leary said.

PLAYSCHOOL
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Gabi Blocher, 4, draws at Community Playschool Inc., where she's a
student.

AKERS
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Joshua Akers, a Newton High School senior, works at Sand Creek Sta-
tion Golf Course.

fell over the edge anyway. He
said he fell 20 feet and then fell
again.

“I remember being at the bot-
tom and just hurting,” Fort said.
“[…] It was quite a drop.”

He said he doesn't like to go
back there, because it “brings
back everything bad.”

“My clumsy feet had left me,
luckily, alive,” he wrote. “'God,' I
whispered aloud in a croaked
voice, 'if you can help me and
take care of me, I will live for
you for the rest of my life.'
Somewhere in my head came an
answer, a mandate to 'get up.' I
moved my legs, sat up and
walked away, relatively un-
scathed. Surviving that episode,
and the emotional roller coaster
it put me on, built my trust in
God to answer my prayers.”

Fort comes from Arkansas,
which he said is one of the most
homophobic, racist parts of the
country. They still fly Confeder-
ate flags there.

“When I told family members
I was attracted to males, they
were all freaked out,” Fort said,
wearing a basketball shirt sit-
ting at Mojo's Coffee Bar. He
added his mom and dad support
him no matter what.

“I've always been attracted to
males ever since I was little,” he
said, adding he doesn't believe
being gay is a choice. It's how
people are made.

As difficult as all this has
been, the most difficult point in
Fort's life is when his parents
divorced, he said.

Along the way of self-discov-
ery, some of Fort's good friends
told him to just be himself, to
quit being fake and hiding who
he is.

“About 10th grade, I knew
this was going to happen at
some point in my life,” he said,
adding he tried dating girls, and
he only was happy because it
made other people happy.

Even two years ago, Fort said
he was saying he hated gay peo-
ple.

“I was against homosexuality,
and [thought] they have no
meaning in this world,” Fort
said. “The journey I've been on

has not been easy—the suicide,
the rape.”

Fort said he was raped not
that long ago by a man he met
at a gay club. After high school,
he attended Ecceslia College, a
Bible school, which was near his
parents' house. At school, men
hit on him, but he always chick-
ened out about revealing who he
was to them, he wrote.

During his sophomore year,
he transferred to Bethel College
in North Newton.

“With a new-found freedom at
a new school, I decided to ex-
plore my identity,” Fort wrote.
“After my sophomore year at
Bethel, I worked up the courage
to try a gay club, just to see
what the gay scene was like.

There, I met a very nice guy
who lived near me who wanted
to take me out. We left the club
together, my heart beating fast,
excited and nervous about what
the night might hold.”

The guy who seemed nice
wasn't. He drugged, sexually
abused and raped Fort.

“He changed my life,” Fort
wrote. “It's a struggle to just
write a few lines about it, but
it's part of who I am now. Even
though I never reported the inci-
dent to anyone, and this guy
was not charged with any crime,
I know in my heart that he
forced himself on me, and that's
rape in my mind. It's important
to me to share this now, because
I know many other guys have

been in similar situations.”
After that, he went back to

dating women, since he emo-
tionally wasn't ready for what
“being gay” meant in his head.
It took Fort another year to find
courage to be his true self.

Although things are changing
with the times, there's a stigma
that exists about being gay.

“People need to have more of
an open mind, because we don't
know what other people go
through,” Fort said. “We don't
know other people's stories, be-
cause we're all fighting a battle
every day. It's always nice to
have faith in God.”

Fort appreciates the support
he's received at Bethel.

“Bethel has backed me up,”

Fort said. “I have literally cried
tears of joy just the amount of
support I've gotten.” 

He added people have gone up
to him and said they've read his
article, most of whom are
straight, and thanked him for
being strong and courageous.

“I love my teammates,” Fort
said. “Definitely my coaches.
When I came out, they said we
love you for you. That's one rea-
son I love Bethel. They said,
'OK, you're still Nathan.'”

Throughout all of this, Fort
said the best quote he's heard is
“Not everyone will understand
your journey, but that's OK.
You're here to live your life, not
to make everyone else under-
stand.”

OUT
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Nathan Fort said at Bethel College he
felt safe and supported to be who he is. 

Aaron Austin, vice president of student
life at Bethel, said that in his position
that's the highest compliment Bethel
could have received. 

“We understand that on campus there
will be varying thoughts and some folks
open and accepting of the LGBT commu-
nity and some that aren’t,” Austin said.
“We just want to make sure we are open
to everyone. Our vision is that we want
every student to believe they belong and
matter.”

Austin said that at a private religious
college as well as anywhere, the discus-
sion about sexual orientation can be a dif-
ficult one and ones that many religions,
including Mennonites, are having. 

“We remain a Christian liberal arts col-
lege deeply entrenched in our Anabaptist
tradition,” he said. “Mennonite is who we
are. Are there people who feel that as a
private liberal arts college in the Anabap-
tist tradition we shouldn't be as open as
we are? There probably are.”

Austin added that there are probably
just as many supportive of Bethel's envi-
ronment.

Austin said that for either side of the
coin he wants students to feel safe ex-
pressing their views.

“This can be a difficult conversation for
a lot of folks. We recognize that. We want
to make sure we have our doors open for
all students so they can say how they
feel,” he said.

While Fort said he has been accepted at
Bethel College for who he is, an open en-
vironment in regard to sexual orientation
is not necessarily the norm for private re-
ligious colleges nationally or even locally. 

Tabor College, located in Hillsboro, ap-
plied in December of 2014 for a religious
exemption from Title IX, a 1972 law that
deals with providing opportunities to
members of both sexes.

The request, which was granted the col-
lege, detailed that the college was subject
to the confession of faith of the General
Conference of Mennonite Brethren
Church of North America. 

It said in that confession rejects “im-
moral, premarital and extramarital rela-
tionships and all homosexual practices.”

The letter asked for an exemption
based on a recent court ruling that “gen-
der identity” fits into the broader scope of
sex discrimination. 

The exemption request did not speak in
terms of not allowing students to be ho-
mosexual but to allow Tabor to maintain
gender specific housing, in the case of an
individual being born one sex but choos-
ing to identify as another. 

The letter said that it separates the
value of individuals from the behavioral
choices they make. But it added, “We can
not in good conscious support or encour-

age an individual to live in conflict with
biblical principals in any area, including
gender and gender identity.”

In 2015 an openly gay Tabor Student,
Ryne Preheim, transferred to Bethel
after he said he was removed from a posi-
tion broadcasting volleyball when he was
observed by administration on a date
with another man, according to an article
published in the Mennonite World Re-
view.

In the article, Preheim stated “The way
it was made clear to me was that I was
being removed from my position because
I was actively dating in the homosexual
community,” he said. He said he was told
it made him “unfit to serve in that lead-
ership position.”

Tabor President Jules Glanzer said in
the same article that the situation was
unfortunate but said that Preheim's ori-
entation was not the reason Preheim was
removed from the position. 

In a later interview with Newton Now,
Preheim, a sophomore from Redding,
Calif., said the treatment he has received
has been very positive. 

“I've experienced a great support from
my classmates and staff,” he said. “It [his
orientation] is almost a non-issue.”

Preheim is active in choir on campus as
well as the school's golf team.

“Bethel, I think, embodies a true Chris-
tianity and really loves everybody,” he
said. “Instead of trying to get everybody
to look the same, they really value how
everyone looks different.”

Bethel works to cultivate open environment for all
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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Bonnie
Jean Palmer,
92, ended her
earthly jour-
ney for her
eternal heav-
enly home on
March 29,
2016, at the
Newton Pres-
byterian
Manor Claassen Neigh-
borhood. 

She was born on Nov.
9, 1923, to George and
Hallie (Crobarger)
Haun at her parents’
country home in rural
Sedgwick County. Bon-
nie married William
Charles Palmer on
June 28, 1942, at the
chapel at Lackland Air-
force Base in San Anto-
nio. 

She is survived by
sons Charles Edward
Palmer and his wife
Mary of Saginaw,
Texas, and Philip and
his wife Lois of North
Newton; daughters
Phyllis Mary Graber
and her husband Duane
of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa,
and Carolyn Jean
Palmer of Newton;
grandchildren Barry
Palmer, Cherry
Sandeen, Darcy Graber

and Kendall
Graber; and
five great-
grandchil-
dren
Alexander
and
Nicholas
Sandeen,
Hallie
Sandeen,

Ethan Graber and Levi
Graber. She also is sur-
vived by one niece, one
nephew, a host of in-
laws and many friends
who she cared about
deeply.

Funeral Mass was on
April 2 at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in New-
ton with the Rev.
Nicholas Voelker cele-
brant. Recitation of the
Holy Rosary was at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home
Chapel with the family
receiving friends follow-
ing the Rosary. Burial
was in the St. Mary’s
Catholic Cemetery in
Newton.

Memorials are sug-
gested to the Newton
Presbyterian Manor Em-
ployee Christmas Fund
or Mt. Pleasant Commu-
nity School Music Boost-
ers in care of Petersen
Funeral Home.

BONNIE JEAN PALMER

William
Joseph
Zuercher, 82, of
Newton died
Monday, April
4, 2016, at the
Newton Med-
ical Center.

He was born
on Oct. 22,
1933, in Strong
City, the son of Christian
William and Katherine
Louise Martin Zuercher.
His family moved to New-
ton in 1938 where he at-
tended school, graduating
from Newton High School
in 1952 and attending
Bethel College.

His first marriage was
to Mary Jo Huebert on
September 21, 1957. He
later married the love of
his life Lillian M. Theissen
on June 19, 1964, in New-
ton. She died on Dec. 19,
1995.

Survivors include son
Jeff Zuercher and wife
Linda of Wichita and
Chris Zuercher and wife
Lori of Newton; sister Lou
Ann Vaughn and her hus-
band Jim of Newton; and
two grandsons Eric Carter

of Bandera,
Texas, and
Sam Peterson
of Pipe Creek,
Texas.

Bill is pre-
ceded in death
by his par-
ents; daughter
Margaret
Louise Peter-

son; and son-in-law Mark
Peterson.

Recitation of the Holy
Rosary will be said at 7
p.m. Thursday, April 7,
with the Mass of Christian
Burial at 10 a.m. Friday,
April 8, both at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in New-
ton. Interment will be in
the Restlawn Gardens of
Memory near Newton.

The casket will be open
at the funeral home from 1
to 5 p.m. Thursday.

A memorial has been es-
tablished with St. Mary’s
Scouting Program, the
Arthritis Foundation, and
Catholic Charities of Wi-
chita, contributions may
be sent to Broadway Colo-
nial Funeral Home, 120 E.
Broadway, Newton, KS
67114.

WILLIAM ZUERCHER

Frances Ann
(Linscheid)
Hay died April
1, 2016, at the
Presbyterian
Manor in New-
ton. She was
born Nov. 9,
1925, in New-
ton to Ernest
and Anna Lin-
scheid. 

Preceding her in death
was her husband, Jack A.
Hay; her infant daughter,
Jacqueline E. Hay; her
parents; her sister, Edith
Mae (Linscheid) Reimer;
and two brothers-in-law,
Kendall C. Hay and Keith
G. Hay.

Surviving to honor her
memory are two sons,
David E. Hay and wife
Jolyn of Lenexa, and Clark
C. Hay of Dallas; and one
daughter, Becky (Hay)
Cooper and husband Brad
of Newton; sisters in-law
Vivian Hay of Wellington
and Charlotte Hay of San
Jose, Calif.; three grand-
children, Conner Cooper of
Manhattan, Jaime Hay of

Lawrence and
Hayley Cooper
of Newton, as
well as special
nieces and
nephews.

Memorial
Service will be
at 11 a.m.
Saturday,
April 9, at

First Presbyterian Church
in Newton with the Rev.
Deborah Hollifield presid-
ing. Visitation will be from
5 to 8 p.m. Friday, April 8,
at Petersen Funeral
Home. The family will be
present to greet friends
from 6 to 7 p.m. A private
interment will be prior to
the memorial service at
Greenwood Cemetery in
Newton.

Memorials have been
established with the Me-
morial Fund of First Pres-
byterian Church, 900
Columbus Ave., Newton,
KS, 67114, and the Senior
Independence Hospice of
Mid-America, 2414 N.
Woodlawn Blvd. Wichita,
KS, 67220.

FRANCES ANN HAY

Mark Lynn Regier, 60,
passed away on March
31, 2016, in the Harry
Hynes Memorial Hospice
Wing of Via Christi Hos-
pital with loved ones by
his side.

In 2012, Mark was di-
agnosed with Non-
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma,
and he fought to beat it
into remission. His life
was changed shortly
after as he began to fol-
low Jesus in a new and
deeper way. Mark and
Patti jumped in with the
launch of The Gathering
Community Church two
years ago, and life has
never been the same.

Mark is survived by
his wife, three children
and five grandchildren:
Nick Regier and his wife
Shannon of Lakeville,
Minn., and their children
Harrison (12), Hope (11)

and Hayden (6); Kevin
Regier and his wife
Diana of Granby, Colo.,
and their children Gib-
son (4) and Karis (2);
and Jennifer Regier of
Manhattan.

On April 5, The Gath-
ering hosted a celebra-
tion service of Mark’s life
at the Fox Theater, 518
N. Main in Newton. Fol-
lowing the service, inter-
ment was at 3:30 p.m. in
Montezuma at Morning-
side cemetery.

The family has chosen
two ministries that Mark
loved and asks that do-
nations be made in lieu
of flowers to The Gather-
ing Community Church
or Victory in the Valley.
Please make checks
payable to either one and
send to: c/o Peterson Fu-
neral Home, 215 N Main
St. Newton, KS 67114.

MARK LYNN REGIER

Velma
Schuessler, 71,
of Sedgwick,
went to be with
her heavenly
Father on
March 31,
2016 at Wheat
State Manor in
Whitewater. 

Velma was
born Nov. 24, 1944, in
Hillsboro to Karl and
Rachel (Banman) Reimer.
On Aug. 20, 1966, she
married Alvin “Max”
Schuessler in Goessel, and
he preceded her in death
on July 19, 2001. Velma
was a retired nurse and
member of the Sedgwick
First Christian Church.  

She is survived by two
sons, Chad Schuessler of
Sedgwick and Marc
Schuessler of Nanjemoy,
Md.; three grandchildren,

Rachel,
Matthew and
Nathan; and
sisters, Dar-
lene Schmidt
of Goessel
and Ruth
Warkentin of
Santa Bar-
bara, Calif.
She was pre-

ceded in death by her par-
ents and one grandson,
Jonathan.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Good Shepherd
Hospice or Sedgwick First
Christian Church in care
of Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton.

Funeral service was
April 5 at Sedgwick First
Christian Church, Sedg-
wick, with Pastor Kevin
Berry officiating. Burial
was in Hillside Cemetery,
Sedgwick.

VELMA SCHUESSLER

Dr. Naomi
Athalene
“Atha” McNay,
65, of Wichita
left this world
on March 27,
2016. 

Atha was a
Wichita native
who loved her
fair city. 

She was born June 15,
1950, the third child of
four to Naomi Dutton
and Athal Simers. 

A life-long learner, she
earned an undergradu-
ate degree from Friends
University, a master's
degree from Wichita
State University and a
doctorate from Capella
University. While at
Friends, Atha met Scott
McNay and married him
on July 27, 1974. 

Her entire career fo-
cused on helping others:
she taught special educa-
tion classes, wrote Sun-
day school curriculum for
the Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board,
led a Sunday school class
for persons with special

needs and
educated
teachers on
best prac-
tices for
teaching
special
needs. Most
recently,
Atha
coached peo-

ple with Attention
Deficit/Hyperactivity
Disorder, helping them
make their own goals
and guiding them as
they met each one. 

Atha is survived by
her husband, Scott
McNay; daughter, Sarah
McNay; son, Kyle
McNay; daughter, Anna
Voth; son-in-law, Ben
Voth; and granddaugh-
ter, Amelia Voth, all of
Wichita. The Voths are
former Newton resi-
dents. She was preceded
in death by her mother,
father and three broth-
ers. 

A memorial service
was on April 4 at Olivet
Baptist Church, Wichita.

NAOMI ATHALENE MCNAY

Maxine Unruh 90, died
March 27, 2016, at
Kansas Christian Home
in Newton. She was born
Feb. 28, 1926, in Au-
gusta to John E. and
Edith (Spencer) Giffin.
On March 6, 1943, she
married James L.
Unruh, and he preceded
her in death on June 28,
2013.

Maxine was a member
of the First United
Methodist Church in
Newton. She was a re-
tired Avon dealer and
homemaker. Maxine en-
joyed her and her hus-

band’s country place and
taking care of the gar-
dens and flowers. She
looked forward to their
annual trips to Colorado
and spending time with
her loving family and
many friends.

She is survived by her
children, Steven of North
Newton and Linda and
Michael Henry of Wi-
chita; and two grand-
daughters, Jennifer and
Julia Unruh.

Private family grave-
side service will be in the
Hillside Cemetery, Sedg-
wick.

MAXINE UNRUH

Arnold Koehn, 86, died
April 3, 2016, at Newton
Medical Center. He was
born Aug. 28, 1929, in
Galva to Peter W. and
Clara (Nichols) Koehn.
On Jan. 29, 1950, he
married Neoma Ruth
Jantz.

Arnold was a member
of Eden Church of God
in Christ Mennonite in
rural Burns and was a
retired farmer.

He is survived by his
wife, Neoma of
Moundridge; son, Stan-
ley G. Koehn and his
partner Jeanie Unruh;
and daughter Geneva
and her husband Roger
Koehn. He also is sur-
vived by three brothers,
Chester, Willard and

Kenneth Koehn, and five
sisters, Norma Jean,
Vesta, Doris, Bernice
and Vada. Arnold had
seven grandchildren and
15 great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
three brothers, one sis-
ter and an infant son.

Funeral service will be
April 6 at Eden Mennon-
ite Church, with Minis-
ters Lowell Koehn,
Roland Koehn and Larry
Koehn presiding. Visita-
tion was at Petersen Fu-
neral Home. Burial was
in the Eden Mennonite
Church Cemetery.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Moundridge
Manor in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.

ARNOLD KOEHN

Marvin L. Berends
88, died March 29,
2016, at Newton Med-
ical Center. He was
born April 4, 1927, in
Park Creek.

He is survived by two
daughters, Alice Barnes
and her husband Earl,
and Katherine Kay
Berends; one brother,
Bill Berends; and three
sisters, Elsie Hamilton,
Lois Nicholas and Joyce
Padgett. He is also sur-
vived by two grandchil-

dren and six

great-grandchildren. 
He was preceded in

death by his wife, Anita
Berends, and one
brother, Robert Berends.

Funeral service was
April 2 at Petersen Fu-
neral Home chapel in
Newton, with Pastor
Chip Bungard of First
Baptist Church presid-
ing.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Caring Hands
Humane Society in care
of Petersen Funeral
Home.

MARVIN L. BERENDS

Suzanne Wedel, 60,
lost her battle with can-
cer on March 30, 2016.

She was chief execu-
tive of Boston MedFlight.

Wedel grew up in
North Newton and

served on the Bethel Col-
lege board.

Services are pending
and will be announced by
Eustis & Cornell Funeral
Home in Marblehead,
Mass.

SUZANNE WEDEL

Robert E. Unruh, 86,
died March 31, 2016, at
Kidron Bethel in North
Newton.

Services are pending
and will be announced by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

ROBERT E. UNRUH
Gary N. Cole, 75, of

Marion, died April 4,
2016, at Newton Medical
Center.

Services are pending
and will be announced by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.

GARY N. COLE

Wesley D.
Rhodes, 39,
passed away
on March
31, 2016, at
Harry
Hynes Hos-
pice in Wi-
chita.

Wesley
was born on
Jan. 9, 1977, in Atlanta,
Ga. He attended Newton
schools and graduated
from Newton High
School in 1995. He was a
member of the Newton
High wrestling and foot-
ball teams.

Wesley is survived by
his wife, Tieyce Rhodes;
parents, John and Con-
nie Rhodes; daughters,
Madison and Shelby
Rhodes; and first wife,
Carrie Funk.

A public visitation
and viewing was April
6 at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton. A me-
morial service will be at

2 p.m. at the
Newton
Church of the
Brethren. An
inurnment will
follow the serv-
ice at Green-
wood
Cemetery.

A memorial
has been es-

tablished for: Wesley
Rhodes-Church of the
Brethren of Newton, 520
Columbus Ave., Newton,
KS 67114.

Wesley fought a long
and difficult battle with
diabetes. There were
many surgeries, amputa-
tions, open-heart surgery
and a kidney transplant
before he lost the hard-
fought battle. He will be
remembered for his love
for family, friends, his
out-going personality
and great sense of
humor. 

He was a great witness
for the Lord.

WESLEY D. RHODES

Mark Alan Vernon, 49,
passed away March 31,
2016.

Mark was born on
April 10, 1966, in Con-
cordia to Kenny and
Diane Vernon. He was
the middle of three chil-
dren, having two sisters.

Although he experi-
enced ongoing health
concerns throughout his
life, it never slowed him
down. Mark loved to
travel and lived in sev-
eral states, including
Alaska, for a number of
years.

Mark will be fondly re-
membered for his forgiv-
ing spirit and
willingness to help any-
one he could. Mark
touched the lives of
many by being a re-
source in times of com-
munity need and always
stood in defense for the
downtrodden and unfor-

tunate.
Preceding him in

death were his grandpar-
ents, Glenn and Pearl
Vernon, and Kenny and
Irma Schwartz.

Mark is survived by
his son, Justin Harder of
Newton; parents, Kenny
and Diane Vernon of
Newton; sisters, Connie
Wick of New Holstein,
Wis., and Christy Mil-
lion of Newton; and
three granddaughters,
Riley, Elizabeth and
Zoey; and his two
beloved boxers, Dexter
and Heidi.

As cremation has been
effected, inurnment will
be at a later date.

Memorials may be
made to Caring Hands
Humane Society. They
can be sent to Broadway
Colonial Funeral Home,
120 E. Broadway, New-
ton, KS, 67114.

MARK ALAN VERNON

Lillian
Erna Folk-
erts Gilbert,
96, died
April 1,
2016, at As-
bury Park in
Newton. She
was born
Nov. 1, 1919,
in Timkin to
George and Margarita
(Josefiak) Folkerts.

On Dec. 15, 1941, she
married Max H. Gilbert at
Pawnee Rock, and he pre-
ceded her in death. 

She is survived by her
daughter, Patricia and her
husband Lester of Lees-
burg, Fla.; son, Mark and
his wife Cindy Gilbert of
Newton, Iowa; and daugh-
ter, Shelly and Ted
Blosser of Wichita. She
also is survived by six
grandchildren, Keith
Berkey, Angela Berkey
Shriner, Todd Gilbert,

Tyler Blosser,
Katelynn
Blosser and
Kirstin Blosser;
and two great-
grandchildren,
Kalli Shriner
and Kohen
Shriner

Lillian was
preceded in

death by her parents, hus-
band, two brothers and
five sisters.

Funeral service was
April 6 at Zion Lutheran
Church Newton, with the
Rev. Aaron Filipek presid-
ing. Visitation was at Zion
Lutheran Church in New-
ton. Burial at Peace
Lutheran Cemetery in
Rural Albert, Kansas.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Zion Lutheran
Church, Peace Lutheran
Church or Good Shepherd
Hospice in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.

LILLIAN GILBERT
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FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifieds

1 Employment
Truck Driver

Drivers: CDL-A w/Hazmat. PT/FT. Newer
Model Equipment. Excellent Pay, Weekends
Off! Union Benefits, No Slip Seat. Flexible
Runs. 855-599-4608. 14-2tp
Hiring a part time dishwasher. Apply at El
Lorito Mexican Restaurant: 117 S. Main
St. Hillsboro. 14-1tc

HELP WANTED
2nd Shift Packer
4:00pm - 12:00 am
3rd Shift Packer
12:00am - 8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:
CONTAINER SERVICES, INC

220 Santa Fe  Hillsboro, KS 67063  620-947-2664

Reach
MORE 

people with
our 

classifieds!
Your classified
ad will appear 

in both the 
Hillsboro Free

Press and 
Newton Now..
reaching every
Marion County
household and
Newton Now 
subscriber.

2 Announcements
Lost and Found

Lost. Black plastic cap to my water tank.
Lost one to two miles Southeast of Hills-
boro. 620-947-2920. 14-1tfree

Activities/Meetings

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)
have purchased some of the following
classifieds. Determining the value of the
service or product is advised by this pub-
lication. In order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not offer em-
ployment but rather supply the readerswith
manuals, directories and other materials
designed to help their clients establish
mail order selling and other businesses at
home. Under NO circumstances should
you send money in advance or give the
client your checking account, license ID,
or credit card numbers. Also beware of
ads that claim to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that if a credit
repair company does business only over
the phone it is illegal to request any money
before delivering its services. All funds
are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers
may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS
Farm Equipment

Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your
land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leasing
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

New Job Opportunities
Donahue Manufacturing is taking applications for:

Painters
We offer a truly competitive benefits package 

and opportunity for advancement.

Please contact: Donahue Manufacturing
1-800-457-7406

Durham, KS

Help Wanted
Entry Level Heavy Equipment Operator
Career. Get Trained -  Get Certified - Get
Hired! Bulldozers, Backhoes and Excava-
tors. Immediate Lifetime Job Placement.
VA Benefits. National Average $18.00-
$22.00  1-866-362-6497
ROARING FORK VALLEY COOPERATIVE,
Carbondale, CO, seeking qualified
CEO/General Manager. Successful retail /
bulk and retail energy, farm retail / agron-
omy cooperative with sales of $20 million.
Financial / personal management experi-
ence required. Apply online:
http://tinyurl.com/hwyqc8d - Dave Lemmon,

ro 0720-912-023
David.lemmon@chsinc.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori
ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

ADOPTION
*ADOPTION:* Happily Married, Successful
Executive & Stay-Home-Mom yearn for
baby to devote our lives to. Expenses
paid 1-800-933-1975 *Susan & Gavin* (MCN)
A UNIQUE ADOPTIONS, LET US HELP!
Personalized Adoption Plans. Financial
Assistance, Housing, Relocation and More.
Giving the Gift of Life?  You Deserve the
Best. 1-888-637-8200. 24HR Hotline. (VOID
IN IL) (MCN)

FOR SALE
TRAILER SALE: 14,000 lb. skidloader trail-
ers 18' to 28' $3,699.00; Fuel tank trailers;
Scissor lift trailers; 11 choices of DUMP
trailers; 6'x12' V-nose ramp door $2,789.00;
7'x16' V-nose ramp door $4,093.00; 2012
John Deere 3032E compact tractor &
loader; Full line of trailer parts in-stock;
5 1 5 - 9 7 2 - 4 5 5 4
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com for prices
& inventory & pictures. (MCN)

*SALE* Self Storage Buildings *SALE* No
Better Time To Add On To Your Existing
Facility.  Or To Start Up Your New Facility.
All Buildings On Sale Now For Limited
Time.  Order Now For Early Delivery!
ABCO-America Inc.  Call 844-636-5335 (M-
F 8am-6pm Eastern) (MCN)

FARM RELATED
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your
land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leasing
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and benefits.
Matching 401k. Bonuses and tax free mon-
ey. Experience needed. Call Scott 507-437-
9905. Apply on-line http://www.mcfgtl.com
(MCN)
OWNER OPERATORS wanted. Paid all
miles. No touch freight. Many operating
discounts. Family run business for 75
years. Many bonuses and good home time.
Direct deposit paid weekly. Call 800-533-
0564 ext.205. (MCN)
MAKE $1000 Weekly!! Mailing Brochures
from Home. Helping home workers since
2001. No Experience Required. Start Im-
mediately! www.centralmailing.net (VOID
IN SD, WI) (MCN)
MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.MyHomeIncomeNow55.com (MCN)
US Postal Service Now Hiring 1-800-255-
4134 $21/hr. avg. w/ Federal Benefits in-
cluded to start. FT/PT. Not affiliated w/USPS
(MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
(MCN)
Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. Call today 1-888-403-

KCAN

MCN

Tabor College seeks an 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO 
THE VICE PRESIDENT OF STUDENT LIFE

Provide administrative support to the Vice President.
Duties: Assist students with their non-academic needs, such as
housing, orientation, summer mailings, chapel attendance, health
insurance and student visas, etc. Prepare the Student Handbook,
Pictorial, College calendars and other communication items.  Serve
as Vice President�s office assistant and responsible for office man-
agement.
Qualifications: Exceptional interpersonal skills, ability to organize
and prioritize multiple projects independently, proficiency with Word,
Excel, and web-based communication, familiarity with Jenzabar
CX helpful, must be able to maintain confidentiality.  Bachelor�s de-
gree and office management experience required..
Full time, 12 month
Start Date:  July 1, 2016

400 S. Jefferson
Hillsboro, KS

To Apply: Qualified and interested candidates
should submit a cover letter, resume and refer-
ences to Ruth Funk by email at ruthf@tabor.edu.

(Tabor College is an Equal Opportunity Employer oper-
ating under the auspices of the Mennonite Brethren
churches of the United States. It complies with all appli-
cable non-discrimination laws.) 

Electric 
Superintendent
Girard, Kansas

an experienced professional
to manage the Electric De-
partment, including the
power plant and distribution
system. Candidate must be
results-oriented and dedi-
cated to providing high qual-
ity service. Responsibilities
include inventory control,
purchasing materials and
wholesale electric power, and
inspection of the distribution
system. Position develops the
Electric Department budget
and CIP/ERP. Other duties as
assigned.

PREFERRED 
QUALIFICATIONS:

Bachelor’s degree in electri-
cal engineering or a closely

Six years electric distribu-
tion experience;

perience;
Possess a valid CDL;

ny equivalent combina-
tion of education and experi-
ence that provides the
knowledge, skills and abili-
ties necessary to perform the
job.

$45,000 - $60,000 with 

Submit application, resume,
and cover letter by 4:30 P.M.
on May 13th, 2016. Mail to:

120 N. Ozark, Girard, KS
66743; by email: 

cityclerk@girardkansas.gov;
or online at

hrepartners.com. 

Salem Home, located in Hillsboro,
KS, is a 45 bed stand alone non-profit

facility currently accepting 
applications for the position of 

Director of Nursing
The successful candidate will have a
demonstrated record of strong man-
agement and leadership skills, prob-
lem-solving strengths, and extensive
knowledge of clinical services in resi-
dent-centered environment. Strong

organizational and interpersonal skills
are a must. Preferred candidate will
hold a BSN, but not required, and a

current RN license in Kansas.  
Interested candidates may submit

their resume with references to
jgrill@SalemHomeKS.org.

Do you have a passion for impacting 
children and families for Jesus?  

Hillsboro Mennonite Brethren Church is seeking a
Director to lead our church-based daycare and pre-
school (Kids Connection), which is licensed to serve up

work with the Lead Pastor and ministry board to direct
the daycare and preschool ministry, (2) Lead and develop

(3) Promote the ministry and mission of Kids Connection
to the church and community.  Hillsboro MB Church is

Sunday worship attendance of 350.  We are located in a
progressive rural community of 3000 people, located
within an hour of a major population center.  Hillsboro

college.  
More detailed information about the church can be

found by visiting www.hillsboromb.com.  Please send 
inquiries with attached resume by May 6, 2016 via 
secure email to hmbcsearch@gmail.com to receive 

information about how to apply. E.O.E.

Daycare/Preschool Director Opening

For Sale!
Nearly new Poulan Pro  

22” self-propelled 
mower. High wheel, 

electric start.     
Call 

620-382-2825

4 Announcements
Garage Sales
NEWTON CITYWIDE

Moving Sale! 1204 S Poplar, Newton. 7 am
to 6 pm, April 7, 8, & 9,   Household and
kitchen things, shop equipment, tools, etc.
2005 Toyota Camry. 14-1tp
Moving Sale! 1201 Lorna Lane, Newton.
Saturday 8:30AM-3PM. Household and
Kitchen items. furniture, bed, plus size,
women's clothing and misc.  14-1tp
Garage Sale! 115 W. 27th, Newton. Saturday.
Antique Wardrobe, trunk, chairs, desk,
area rug, table saw, dorm fridge, treadmill,
4-drawer file, more. Cash. 14-1tp

193,700 miles, 
one owner 

620-386-0481

2007 Ford
Focus

Garage Sale at
Peabody 

American Legion
Friday, April 8  
Noon til 4 pm

$1.00 bag sale and
half price items 
including desk, 

microwave, hat pins.
All items 

included in sale!

MARION COUNTY 
Garage Sale! 508, Lawrence, Durham. Fri-
day, April 8 4pm-8pm; Saturday, April 9
8am-10am. Mens wester shirts and vests,
cookie jars, hose reels, plants, kitchen
items, file cabinets, bedding items, exercise
bike. Much more. 14-1tp
ESTATE SALE! 608 Hudson, Marion. Sat-
urday 8am-2pm. 14-1tp

5 Automotive
Automobiles

CLEAN LOW MILEAGE CARS FOR SALE!!!
2012 Toyota Camry SE 4 door, 26K miles,
clean non smoker $12,650. 2011 Chevy
Malibu, 4-door, 21K actual miles, clean
$8,900. 2011 Honda Accord EXL 4 door,
41k miles, clean $10,950. 2009 Nissan
Altima 4 door, low miles 49k, clean $7,650
Cal 316-640-3921. 13-2tc

3 Merchandise
Lawn Mower For Sale

6 Farm & Ranch
Farm Machinery

Excellent 2007 JD 1890 air seeder with
1910 cart, 36' 7.5" spacing, machine in
like-new condition, priced to sell. 785-452-
5685 or 785-227-2578, Lindsborg. 12-3tp
2005 JD 9660 STS combine, $20,000 repair
in 2015, as nice as you will find, $87,500.
785-452-5685 or 785-227-2578, Lindsborg.
12-3tp
7 For Rent
Apartments/Homes/Rooms

Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. 
rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn
Cute 1 bedroom cottage in Hillsboro
$350/mo. 785-280-1938. 14-1tp
2 bedroom apartment for rent in Marion.
For info Call 620-381-0734. 12-3tp

We’re here to
SIMPLIFY
your advertising

Natalie Hoffman
620-947-5702

natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Michelle Hulett
620-381-3571

natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Bruce Behymer
316-281-7899

bbehymer@buyersedgeks.com

Contact our sales staff today...

Our one-stop
ad placement
can save you:

Time
Money
Hassle

Conveniently
place your ads
in one or more

of the 250
newspapers in

Kansas.

Providing convenient ONE-ORDER, 
ONE-BILL, ONE-CHECK PLACEMENT SERVICE

that saves time and hassle when making
multiple newspaper placement. 

We can place your
print advertising
with newspapers

ALL ACROSS
KANSAS.

72 MG, Pictures, furniture, mirrors, 
florals, upholstery and drapery fabric. 
Christmas items, bed spread and love 
seat covers. 860 Trinity Court. Newton. 
7-2 Saturday.

Newton Citywide 
Garage Sale

Weekend

GREEN PIANO! Yep, this Wurlitzer looks like Spring: $1988. Mahogany Yamaha, 
$3488. Kimball baby grand, $ 97.94/month. Statewide delivery. Mid-America Piano, 

Manhattan, 1-800-950-3774, www.piano4u.com

FOR SALE
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Senior Cole Koerner with Newton High School hits the ball during action Thursday, March 31, at Fischer Field against Salina High School.

Diamonds don’t always pay
Railers drop
two games

to Salina Central

On Tuesday, the Newton base-
ball team bounced back from a
pair of losses against Salina Cen-
tral last week to get a 6-3 win
over Arkansas City. But in the
second game, Newton could not
keep the Bulldog bats quite in a
10-9 loss.

With the wind howling out, the
Railers took advantage offen-
sively and racked up the runs in
Game 1. But the Newton pitching
and defense did its job to hold
Ark City to three runs.

But in the second game, the
Bulldogs blew it open with a six-
run inning and took a 10-2 lead
after five. 

Newton was on its heels but
kept fighting to cut the lead to
10-6 and ripped off three more
runs to bring the comeback to
within sight. But the Railers fell
one run short in the split.

The team dropped both ends of
a double header against Salina

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton pitcher Jacob Lindenmeyer delivers to the plate in Game 2 against Arkansas City on Tues-
day night. The Railers mounted a comeback but fell short 10-9 to the Bulldogs. See BASEBALL / 14

High school
tennis team
tourney champs

The Newton tennis team continued a strong
start to the season, placing first in its division at
the Valley Center Invitational on March 29 and
second out of eight teams at an invitational tourna-
ment in Emporia on March 31.

At the Valley Center Invitational, both of New-
ton’s doubles and singles teams took first in the
competition, consisting of eight schools. 

Felipe Lene won his final match against Garrett
Rogers of Valley Center 8-4 in the No. 1 singles
pool.

“[He] got off to a bit of a slow start and then re-
ally started to catch fire,” coach Nick Sisson said.
“I'm excited to see him improve as the season con-
tinues.”

In the No. 2 singles pool, Tre Kremeier won his
match 8-6 against Alex Schul of Valley Center. 

“Tre had to fight to win his final against a smart
player from Valley Center, but he showed great de-
termination and got the job done,” Sisson said. 

Shawn Bontrager and Adam Ford won their
championship No. 1 doubles match against Hayden
Brauer and Colby Swift of Valley Center 8-2.

“These two are our leaders and showed why with
an overall great performance today,” Sisson said. 

Jordan Singh and Max Karst won their champi-
onship No. 2 doubles match against Colton Jones
and Scott McCune of Valley Center 8-5.

“They had to fight for a couple wins but held
tough and came through when they needed to
most,” Sisson said. “They keep improving with
each match.”

At Emporia, the team took second place buoyed
by a strong showing by Lene. 

Lene took second place, losing to the overall sin-
gles No.1 seed Berett Hollis of Arkansas City 8-1 in
the championship. 

Kremeier took fifth in singles, winning 8-4 in his
final match. 

In doubles play, Ford and Bontrager took fourth
place, and Brandon and Cody Murrell took eighth
place. 

“I’m very pleased with our performance so far
this year,” Sisson said of the Emporia competition.
“We keep improving with each meet.” 

NEWTON NOW STAFF

Roberts-Parker, Berry make honors
A number of Newton High School basketball

players snagged some big honors recently. 
The Kansas Basketball Coaches Association

named Payton Roberts-Parker, a 6-foot-1 senior, to
its 5A All-State First Team for girls basketball. 

The KBAC also named Roberts-Parker as one of
24 statewide all-stars. 

Roberts-Parker was selected for the honor from
all girls competing in basketball in Kansas. 

The KBAC also named Newton senior Tevin
Berry as a Second Team All-State selection for 5A
boys basketball.

—Newton Now staff

Bethel Softball snags extra inning win against Tabor

It took extra innings, but
the Bethel softball team
managed to overcome five
errors to get a win against
Tabor on the road and split
the double header with the
school.

Bethel jumped out to a 6-2
lead against Tabor in the
second game, before Tabor
added two runs in the fifth
and six innings to tie it at 6-
all and force extra innings

At the top of eighth, the
Threshers poured in four
runs, and pitching staff held
Tabor to one run in the bot-
tom of the inning to help the
Threshers hold on. 

Bethel lost the first game
of the contest 7-3 after being
tied with Tabor going into
the sixth inning. Tabor
scored four runs in the bot-
tom of the eighth. Bethel
had six hits and three er-
rors. 

Tabor scored seven runs
on seven hits. 

Bethel is now 6-22 on the
season and has a 1-7 confer-
ence record.

The softball team will
played McPherson College
on April 6. Results were un-
available at press time.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

JANAE REMPEL/NEWTON NOW
Bethel infielder Michelle Schrag goes to make a play to tag a Tabor runner out. Bethel split a double header with
Tabor.

NHS girls take
McPherson
Tournament

The Newton High School girls soccer
team beat Maize 4-3 in the champi-
onship match of the recent McPherson
Tournament.

Brookelynn Entz scored three goals,
while and Aspen Olson made one. As-
sists were by Izzy Saenz and Taylor
Edson. 

Named to the All Tournament Team
were Entz, Saenz and Megan Akers.
Tournament MVP was Brookelynn
Entz.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

Bethel golf does well at
own invitational

The Bethel golf team finished in sixth
place at its two-day invitational held
April 2-3 at Sand Creek Station in New-
ton. 

Twenty-two teams from 17 colleges
and 120 players took part in the compe-
tition. 

“We were 10th after day one and
moved up to a tie for sixth in the final
results,” coach Gregg Dick said. “I was
happy with the way the guys played
both Saturday and Sunday, especially
Sunday in some windy conditions at
Sand Creek.”

As a team, Bethel shot 46 strokes
over par. Dodge City Community Col-
lege, who won the event, shot 13 strokes
over par. 

Brian Krehbiel boosted the team with
a second place individual finish, shoot-
ing two over par—two strokes behind
winner Kantapong Chaisiriwichian of
Dodge City.

Sam Bertholf finished in 35th, and
Gilvon Darkis finished in 43rd.

Railer track, field teams take first and second

The Railer track and field
teams defended the home
stadium well on Monday,
with the girls taking first
and the boys finishing sec-
ond. With 187 points, the
girls had a sizable cushion

over second-place Kapaun
Mt. Carmel, which took sec-
ond with 117 points. 

Kapaun edged the Newton
boys with 144 team points
for first place over the Rail-
ers who finished with 134.5.

While the Railer girls
know they can count on
points from Payton Roberts
hurling heavy metal
through the air, the sprint-

ers have planted a flag in
the top of the podium. Sa-
vannah Simmons, Kalli An-
derson and Jen Andres took
the top three spots in the
100-meter and 200-meter
dashes.

The strength sprinting
paid off in the relays as well,
with the Newton sweeping
all three.

The boys did well in the

relays, and won the 4 X 100. 
The Railers had a lot of

strength in the throwing
events, with Aidan Mills
winning the shot put and
Josh Fulmer took the discus.

Robert Loeffler repre-
sented the Railer distance
runners well winning the
1,600 for Newton.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See TRACK / 14
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Hett Hay Grinding, LLCTony Hett    
620-382-6192

• Average 30-45 bales in 30 minutes 
• 30 min. minimum for $231
• Two large grinders to take care of all your hay grinding needs

Temperatures will be in
the low 70s and high 60s
by the weekend.

He said abnormally
warm weather con-
tributed to the danger,
and he expected tempera-
tures to drop off during

the weekend. 
Kleinsasser added that

February and March were
abnormally dry and south
central Kansas was hav-
ing one of the warmer
springs on record adding
to the danger. 

The last few weeks have
stressed fire crews follow-
ing the 15,000-acre wild-

fire in west Harvey
County who had more
than 100 personnel work-
ing in shifts to fight the
blaze. 

Damage estimates still
are being compiled to see
if Harvey County qualifies
for FEMA assistance dol-
lars for the disaster.

FIRE
From Page 1

Newton Girls Results:
100 Hurdles
1. Maggie Remsberg, 15.97;
7. DesiRay Kernal 17.84.
4 X 800 Relay
1. Newton (Olesya Marble,
Alaina Stucky, Jaiden Ochoa,
Caroline Barger), 11:00.65
100
1. Savannah Simmons,
12.65; 2. Kalli Anderson,
12.74; 3. Jen Andres, 12.79.
1,600
4. Sadie Winter, 5:52.60.
4 X 100 Relay
1. Newton (Kalli Anderson,
Taylor Antonowich, Jen An-
dres, Savannah Simmons),
48.71.
400
2. Taylor Antonowich,
1:00.65.
300 Hurdles
1. Maggie Remsberg, 48.96.
800
4. Olesya Marble, 2:44.26; 7.
Nancy Gonzales, 2:48.86.
200
1. Savannah Simmons,
25.79; 2. Kalli Anderson,
25.82; 3. Jen Andres, 26.41.
3,200
6. Alaina Stucky, 13:32.84.

4 X 400 Relay
1. Newton (Maggie Rems-
berg, Taylor Antonowich,
Jada Berry, Savannah Sim-
mons), 4:11.22.
Javelin
3. Nicole Engelken, 105-5; 8.
Aubrie Nichols, 84-4.
Long Jump
5. Kailey Harris, 16-0.5; 7.
Jada Berry, 15-2.5.
Shot Put
1. Payton Roberts, 46-1; 4.
Brooke Lachenmayer, 33-7;
8. Katie Reed, 29-0.
Discus
1. Payton Roberts, 143-9; 2.
Katie Reed, 104-9.
High Jump
4. Kailey Harris, 4-10.
Triple Jump
1. Kailey Harris, 36-5.5; 7.
Jada Berry, 30-3.5.

Newton Boys Results:
110 Hurdles
2. Kelby Lawrence, 15.98; 8.
Jerik Ochoa 17.36.
4 X 800 Relay
1. Newton (Caleb Nelson,
Sam Blaufuss, Teo Soler
Cruz, Irvin Ramos), 8:37.33.
100
6. Isaiah Presley, 11.97; 8.
James Harris, 12.13.
1,600
1. Robert Loeffler, 4:31.51; 3.

Garrett Mick, 4:52.25.
4 X 100 Relay
4. Newton (Isaiah Presley,
James Harris, Kelby
Lawrence, Landon Moore),
45.61.
400
6. Cailen Valdez, 55.66.
300 Hurdles
3. Kelby Lawrence, 42.71; 6.
Ryan Hirsch, 43.99; 8. Jerik
Ochoa, 44.85.
200
4. James Harris, 24.51.
3,200
3. Angus Siemens, 10:48.29.
4 X 100
4. Newton (Cailen Valdez,
Kelby Lawrence, Caleb Nel-
son, Robert Loeffler), 3:38.47.
Javelin
3. Jackson Forest, 150-06; 5.
Brendan Powell, 147-4; 7.
Wyatt Dickinson, 140-6.
Long Jump
4. Landon Moore, 19-2.
Shot Put
1. Aiden Mills, 47-10; 3. Josh
Fulmer, 44-9.
Discus
1. Josh Fulmer, 169-3; 4.
Nathan Ahrens, 129-9.
High Jump
3. Zachary Garcia, 6-0.
Triple Jump
2. Landon Moore, 41-9.

TRACK
From Page 13

Central last Thursday, los-
ing game one 6-5 and game
two 10-5.

In the first game, after
Brogan Owens came in to
score on a wild pitch giving
the Railers a 1-0 lead after
one, the Mustangs fought
back hard.

After scoring one run in
the second, two more in the
third and three in the
fourth inning, Central put
Newton in a big hole with
a 6-1 lead.

But in the fifth inning,
the Railers rallied to make
it a game. 

Warren Dietz gave New-
ton a run on a wild pitch,
while Cole Koerner

reached on an error that
brought home Hunter
Mapes and Owens to cut
the lead to 6-4. 

A line drive single from
Kyler Sweely, followed by
an RBI single from Tanner
Arellano that drove in Ko-
erner, made it a one-run
game at 6-5 after five.

But the Railers could not
get the tying run in the
loss.

Dietz gave Newton four
innings on the mound, al-
lowing five earned runs on
eight hits, striking out
three.

Koerner was 1 for 4 with
two RBIs, with Arellano
going 1 for 3 with an RBI.

In the second game,
Newton got out to another
fast start, taking a 1-0 lead
after one with Owens scor-

ing on a sacrifice fly from
Sweely. 

The Mustangs scored
two runs in the third to
take a 2-1 lead, before the
Railers tied it up in the
bottom half with Owens
stealing home.

Central got the run back
in the fourth, taking a 3-2
lead. 

In the top of the fifth,
the Mustangs erupted for
seven runs to take a 10-2
lead and put the game
away.

Arellano got the start on
the mound in game two,
going four innings and
holding Central to three
runs on four hits. 

Owens was 3 for 3 in the
game, scoring twice, while
Sweely was 2 for 4 with
two RBIs.

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton Shortstop Cole Koerner (5) makes a play and throws to first in Game 2 against Arkansas City on Tues-
day night. Newton fell a run shy of completing a comeback in a 10-9 loss.

BASEBALL
From Page 13

Museum bus tour especially for basketball fans
NORTH NEWTON—

Kauffman Museum at
Bethel College invites
Kansas basketball fans
and history buffs to get to
know James Naismith.

“Knowing Naismith,” a
day-long tour on Thurs-
day, April 21, takes par-

ticipants to Lawrence to
explore the life and times
of the inventor of basket-
ball.

Cost per person is $125
for Kauffman Museum
members and $140 for
non-members and in-
cludes supper on the way
back to North Newton.
Reservations will be ac-

cepted until Monday,
April 18, or the bus is full.

In Lawrence, the tour
goes to Allen Field House,
Booth Hall of Athletics
and the DeBruce Center
on the University of
Kansas campus.

The original rules for
the game of basketball,
written by Naismith, who

came to KU in 1898 to
coach basketball, are on
display at the DeBruce
Center. 

If the schedule allows,
tour participants will get
to see the KU basketball
locker rooms. 

After lunch at the Free
State Brewing Company
on Mass.Street in

Lawrence, the group will
visit the Watkins Mu-
seum of History and then
embark on a driving tour
hosted by historical inter-
preter Bill Nicks portray-
ing Naismith.

“Dr. Naismith” will es-
cort riders to a memorial
erected in his honor, his
own gravesite and other

Lawrence highlights. 
For more information or

to register for the tour,
contact Andi Schmidt An-
dres, Kauffman Museum
curator of education,
at 316-283-1612 or
asa@bethelks.edu. Phone
reservations may be made
with credit card informa-
tion.

FOR NEWTON NOW

State
Martial

Arts
tourney
coming
to town 

The 2016 Kansas State
Martial Arts Champi-
onships will held Newton
High beginning at 9 a.m.
Saturday and will include
several hundred competi-
tors. The one-day event
will draw teams from New-
ton, Dodge City, Garden
City, Wichita, Hutch, Em-
poria, Overland Park and
Olathe as well as Okla-
homa, Missouri, Colorado
and Wisconsin.

The team from Newton
is looking for its 15th con-
secutive state champi-
onship.  The team and
individual winners on Sat-
urday will qualify for the
national championships
later this year.

In addition to the ath-
letes, spectators are also
welcome. Admission is $3.

FOR NEWTON NOW

Swimmers place in the top quarter at Heights swim meet

The Newton High
School girls swimmers
placed fourth out of 16
schools at a swim meet
held at Wichita Heights
on April 1. 

Individually, Kailey

Naysmith won the one-
meter diving event. 

Emilie Holler took
fourth in the 500 yard
freestyle and eighth in
the 100 yard backstroke.

Emily Robinson took
second in the 100 yard
breaststroke and seventh

in the 200 yard individ-
ual medley behind team-
mate Emily O’Meara,
who placed in sixth in
the event. 

O’Meara also placed
six in the 100 yard but-
terfly. 

In relays, the high

school took fourth place
in the 200 yard medley
with a team consisting of
Holler, O’Meara, Robin-
son and Jessi Stucky. 

It took seventh place in
the 400 yard freestyle
relay with a team con-
sisting of Robinson,

Courtney Spreier, Court-
ney Mellinger and
Holler. 

It also took seventh in
the 200 yard freestyle
relay with a team con-
sisting of O’Meara,
Stucky, Kara Peaney and
Mellinger.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

Bethel women dominate Bethany in tennis, men lose all matches

The Bethel women’s
tennis team scored a de-
cisive defeat of Bethany
on April 2, winning six
matches it participated

in and three by default. 
On the singles side,

Kim Buzbee, Rachel
Herzog, Breanne Rogers
and Serena Wong all
won their matches.

Kelsey Jump and Julie
Baker won by default, as
Bethany did not field a
full team of competitors. 

Bethel won both
matches on the doubles

side and a third by de-
fault. 

For the men’s tennis
team, it was much
tougher sledding. No
singles participants

were able to force a
third match, and the
team lost all nine of its
matches against the
Swedes, who are ranked
No. 19 nationally.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

Two new board members elected for Harvey County United Way
The Harvey County United Way Board of Di-

rectors added two new members. 
Merresa Akers of Midland National Bank

and Rick Toews of First Bank were elected to
three-year terms on the board at its 2016 an-
nual meeting. 

Samantha Lawrence was installed as chair
of the board with First Vice-Chair David
Stucky and Second Vice-Chair Loni Jensen.

Departing board member Kim Manring was
recognized at the meeting for her nine years of
board service. During her tenure, Manring led
the two largest campaigns in organization his-
tory.

NEWTON NOW STAFFCOURTESY PHOTO
Merresa Akers and Rick
Toews take a photo to begin
their three-year terms on the
United Way Board.
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Let Us Help You Plan 

FOR YOUR FUTURE...
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Independent Living    Home Health Apartments

Nursing Center

316-283-6600
www.kschristianhome.org

Providing 
SKILLED 

NURSING
and 

CUTTING EDGE
THERAPY

services to help
you and your
loved ones 
resume an 
active life.

POETRY IN MOTION

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Lisa Bartel does some tai chi Thursday morning. Bartel will teach an intro to tai chi class starting at 5:15 p.m. Thursday, April 7, at Grand Central
in Newton.

Tai chi class to start at Grand Central

When Lisa Bartel
taught a tai chi
class at the Well-

ness Center in Hesston, a
woman with arthritis was
one of her students. The
woman's goal was to learn
movements so she didn't
have to go to class any-
more.

The result was she had
better movement in her
hands, Bartel said, adding
the woman did tai chi in
the mornings, which
helped her feel better the
rest of the day.

“I'm proud of her,” Bar-
tel said. “I'm hoping I can
learn something new
when I'm 85.”

Bartel had another stu-
dent who said he didn't
have to sit on the bed any-
more to put on his
pants—he could do it
standing up, balancing on
one foot at a time.

Bartel will teach a tai
chi class starting Thurs-
day, April 7, at Grand
Central, the Newton sen-
ior center. The first class,
which is from 5:15 to 6
p.m., will be an introduc-
tion session, and then the
class will meet the same
time and location on
Thursdays starting April
14 through June 2. The
class is free, and people of
any age can attend the
class, which is made pos-

sible by a Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Kansas grant.
Those who attend don't
have to sign up, but it
would be great if they did,
Bartel said. Call the sen-
ior center at 316-283-
2222; potential students
can just show up, how-
ever.

“If they're interested,
they can check out that
April 7,” Bartel said.

During the April 7 ses-
sion, Bartel said she'll
talk about the history of
tai chi and demonstrate
some of the forms. For
this class, participants
will learn the Sun style,
in which students always
have at least one foot on
the floor.

“Tai chi is an inclusive,
low-stress exercise,” Bar-
tel said. “Even if you're

not mobile, we can do it in
a chair. […] It's slow gen-
tle movements. Some-
times tai chi is called
meditation in motion.”

Tai chi actually started
as a form of martial arts,
Bartel said, adding it's not
known when it started. A
long time ago, various
Asian villages had differ-
ent ways of protecting
their villages, so they did-
n't share their methods.

“It started as a way to
defend yourself,” Bartel
said, demonstrating how
it used to include faster
movements.

The class is progressive,
with one class building on
previous classes, so it's a
good idea to start at the
beginning and continue
through, although if peo-
ple miss the April 7 ses-
sion, they can start April
14.

“The movements are
very different than any-
thing else we have to do
in our life,” Bartel said.
“So you really learn to
concentrate,” adding it's a
form of meditation and a
stress reliever.

Other benefits of tai chi
include helping to relieve
stiffness and pain, im-
proving concentration,
balance, posture, heart
and lung function, and en-
hancing the flow of en-
ergy.

“It's very energizing for
your brain and your
body,” Bartel said.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Lisa Bartel does some tai chi. She’ll teach a tai chi class at Grand Cen-
tral.

See TAI CHI / 16
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Short-term rehabilitation

Your short-term recovery stay includes:

 � Physical, occupational and speech therapies 6 days a week

 � Goal-setting meetings and home safety evaluations

 

Accepting:
 
 � Commercial insurance
 � Humana in-network provider
 � Medicare and Medicaid
 � Private-pay

Details: 
620-951-0104 
progressiverecoveryacademy.com
404 S. Hess, Hesston
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RECOVERY ACADEMY

BLUESTEM  COMMUNITIES

ShShohorhortrt-t

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

teterermrm eehehabhabhabibirrrere

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

bilbilbill tattitioionontaaatatlitlitli

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

VEVE
R

VE
RRRGRGRGRGROG

VVOVCOCOCOECOECOOO

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

SSESESESSRESERERE
EE

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

VVVVOOOCCCECE O

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

our shorYYo

� Physical, occupational and speech therapies 6 days a week

� Goal-setting meetings and home safety evaluations

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

our short-term recovery stay includes:

� Physical, occupational and speech therapies 6 days a week

� Goal-setting meetings and home safety evaluations

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

our short-term recovery stay includes:

� Physical, occupational and speech therapies 6 days a week

� Goal-setting meetings and home safety evaluations

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

our short-term recovery stay includes:

� Physical, occupational and speech therapies 6 days a week

� Goal-setting meetings and home safety evaluations

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

� Physical, occupational and speech therapies 6 days a week 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

Accepting:
� Commerc

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

Accepting:
� Commercial insurance

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

Details: 
620-951-0104 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

Details: 
620-951-0104 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

� Commerc
� Humana in-network provider
� Medicare and Medicaid
� Private-pay

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

� Commercial insurance
� Humana in-network provider
� Medicare and Medicaid
� Private-pay

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

� Humana in-network provider progressive
404 S. Hess, Hesston

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

progressiverecovery
404 S. Hess, Hesston

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

recovery .comacademy
404 S. Hess, Hesston

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

.com

H E A R I N G  A I D S

W. Wichita
8911 W. MAPLE
(316) 260-2315

E. Wichita
4721 E. DOUGLAS

(316) 683-6523

Hutchinson
6 EAST 12TH AVE.

(620) 259-7226

Newton
OLD MILL PLAZA

(316) 288-1278

 nd

 us!

www.beltoneofkansas.com

It�s a quality of life issue.
Good hearing keeps you engaged with  
your family and friends.

FREE
Hearing Consultation

during April 2016

$795 off 
per pair of advanced 

digital aids
during April 2016
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Bartel's interest in tai
chi started with yoga.

“I had been practicing
yoga on my own and
wanted to find more out
about tai chi—the
mind/body connection,”
Bartel said.

At that point, she exer-
cised for her health.

“There was a tai chi
training that came up on
my radar,” she said. “I
was very surprised at how
much I enjoyed it. […]
There's always something
to learn. Once begun,
never done.”

Bartel said she's been
teaching for about 10

years, and her company is
called Moving Toward
Health. Moving Toward
Health provides American
Heart Association CPR
and first aid classes for
people and organizations
serving the south central
Kansas region. Bartel has
taught CPR, first aid and
fitness classes since 2004.
She is an American Heart
Association certified in-
structor and is certified by
the tai chi for Health In-
stitute, the Aquatic Exer-
cise Association,
Healthways and the
American Council of Exer-
cise.

After this class is done,
they intend to take a little
break and might have an-
other class around Au-

gust, either having an-
other introduction class or
a continuation of the cur-
rent class.

Like yoga, tai chi partic-
ipants are always learn-
ing, including Bartel.
During class, people go at
their own pace.

“It's very individual,”
Bartel said, adding there's
no competition.

What people learn in
class, they can do at
home, Bartel said, which
is her intent.

In China, this form of
exercise is quite common,
as people do it in parks
much like Americans jog
in parks.

“That's how normalized
it is in their culture,” Bar-
tel said.

TAI CHI
From Page 15

ACTIVITIES FOR SENIORS AT LOCAL CENTER
Newton Recreation Commission—

Located at 415 N. Poplar St.; phone: 283-
7330. Hours: 5:30 a.m. to 10
p.m. Mondays through Thursdays, 5:30
a.m. to 8 p.m. Fridays, 7:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. Saturdays and 12:30 to 5 p.m. Sun-
days.

NRC offers Land and Water Fit-
ness Classes—First Session FREE for
all water or land fitness classes taught
by NRC instructors. Everyone is invited
to try a class. Call 283-7330 for class
times.

Take Control With Exercise—
Arthritis Foundation Exercise Program –
9 a.m. to 10 a.m. on Mondays and
Thursdays. In addition to reducing pain
and stiffness, this exercise based pro-
gram uses moderate to high energy ac-
tivities to help increase joint flexibility,
range of motion, balance; increase over-
all stamina and maintain muscle
strength.  Emphasis on improving the
cardiovascular system with weights and
rhythm is also taught.  There are op-
tional floor exercises. Instructor: Fred
Saab, Certified Arthritis Foundation In-
structor. Scholarships are available.

Community Movers & Shakers Fit-
ness Class—11 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Mon-
days and 4 – 5 p.m. on Wednesdays at
Trinity Heights Methodist Church. This
class is suitable for all ages and is chal-
lenging by choice! Move to music using a
chair for support, stability and stretch-
ing. Expect to improve your coordination,
balance, strength, agility, attitude and
mental focus. This class is low to moder-
ate intensity cardiovascular exercise
combined with strength exercises using
elastic tubing with handles and con-
cludes with gentle stretching. Instructor:
Tracie Strain.

NEW—Cardio Fast & Furious—
11:15 to 11:45 a.m. on Tuesdays. This
program is designed to improve your car-
diovascular stamina. Stretching, balance

and movement are emphasized. Weights
are used and minimal floor exercises are
optional. Instructor: Fred Saab.

Wellness Center Memberships—Se-
nior rates are available monthly, semi-
annually or annually for persons 55 and
older. Wellness Center Senior Members
may participate in SilverSneakers
classes for free. The SilverSneakers Fit-
ness Program is the nation’s leading ex-
ercise program designed exclusively for
older adults. For more information call
283-1157.

SilverSneakers II—Cardio Cir-
cuit—8 to 8:45 a.m. weekdays. Combine
fun with fitness to increase your cardio-
vascular and muscular endurance power
with a standing circuit workout. Upper-
body strength work with hand-held
weights, elastic tubing with handles, and
a ball is alternated with non-impact aer-
obic choreography. A chair is offered for
support, stretching, and relaxation exer-
cises. Instructors: Becky Friesen
Butcher, Carol Schmitt, Tracie Strain.

SilverSneakers – Muscular
Strength & Range of Movement—
10:10 to 10:55 a.m. Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. Have fun and move to the music
through a variety of exercises designed
to increase muscular strength, range of
movement, and activity for daily living
skills. Hand-held weights, elastic tubing
with handles, and a ball are offered for
resistance, and a chair is used for seated
and/or standing support. Instructors:
Becky Friesen Butcher, Carol Schmitt,
Tracie Strain.

SilverSneakers—YogaStretch—
3:30 p.m. to 4:20 p.m. Wednesdays. Class
is designed to physically and mentally
engage members with safe and fun yoga
postures and breathing exercises. Using
a chair for support, participants work at
their own pace to build flexibility and en-
durance while learning to relax and
think more clearly. 


