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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
The Crawford family, from left, Morgan, mom Emily, Grason, Lillian, dad Brendon, Madelyn and Adriene, enjoy family time reading a
Dr. Seuss book on Friday night at their Newton home. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Charlie Brown of rural Harvey County sits with his national award-
winning rabbit, who happens to be pregnant, and his National All
Satin Show trophy.

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Kirsten Horton poses inside the Shaw Fitness Solutions gym in downtown Newton. Horton has lost 64
pounds working out there over the last year. 

When having quadruplets, Brendon and
Emily Crawford, of Newton, have found out
they deal with a lot of numbers. Having one
baby means buying diapers, perhaps for-
mula, toys, bassinets, food and bottles.
There’s a lot of equipment that comes with
just one baby. However, in the case of four,
numbers multiply rapidly.

When the Crawfords brought the now 4-
year-olds home from the hospital, Emily
said that every night, they had to have 16
bottles out, since they fed each child one
bottle every two hours, and there was for-
mula and breast milk involved. They also
had four bassinets at the end of the bed.
The quadruplets are fraternal, meaning
they’re not identical, and there are three
girls, Morgan, Adriene and Lillian, and a
boy, the oldest, Grason. They have an older
sister, Madelyn, 6.

“Sixteen bottles just to get through the
night,” Emily said.

They also prepared for the evenings by
laying out clothes in case they needed to
change any of the babies' clothes.

Also, at first, they changed diapers on
the four babies every two hours every day.
That makes 48 diapers a day or 1,440 dia-
pers a month. When they shopped at Wal-
Mart, each parent pushed a cart of babies
and pulled a cart of supplies, making their
carts also number at four. When they lived
in Missouri, a trip to Wal-Mart took 1.5
hours.

Another number in their lives was 20.
“When they were babies and you could

And four makes seven
Newton couple enjoys life with quadruplets, large family

Dad Brendon Crawford cradles one of the couple's quadruplets, Lillian,
since she was tired on Friday night.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See QUAD / 8
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There isn’t a lot happen-
ing at 4:30 in the morning.
Most people are sound
asleep, finishing up their
dreams before having to
wake up and rush out the
door for work. For Kirsten
Horton, it is the perfect
time to wake up and head
downtown for a workout.
Having the discipline to
wake up for a workout be-
fore the day starts is a part

of a life change that has
helped her drop 64 pounds
over the last year at Shaw
Fitness Solutions.

“I am one of the rare,”
Horton said. “I would
rather get up and get my
day started. And really it
does get my day started,
because I come home and
my kids are all still asleep
and I can get around like
any other day, except I am
awake. I am not dragging. I
wanted it so bad in the be-
ginning that it then be-

Horton finds energy for life
at Shaw Fitness Solutions

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See HORTON / 8

When it hit Charlie
Brown he just won a
great honor in the world
of rabbit showing—that
of national champion in
satin rabbits—he got a
little emotional.

“You sorta get a little
bit weepy, and you’d just

defeated the world of
satins,” the rural Harvey
County resident said.
“You know those guys are
good.”

The National All Satin
Show competition was in
April 2016 in Hutchin-
son, and Brown came
away with the Best of
Breed Satin Open NASS
2016 trophy, which is

Local man receives
national champion
award in satin rabbits

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See RABBITS / 8

Offbeat job leads to
strange cleaning

Page 4

When the City of New-
ton built the Meridian
Center in 2011, planners
sold it as a way to bring
more people and dollars
to Newton. It was both
an amenity and a tool for
economic development. 

Since that time, the
$3.6 million convention

center has hosted more
than 1,200 events, draw-
ing upwards of 90,000
plus visitors to the venue. 

So, with five plus years
under its belt, and an
eventual need for capital
improvements to keep it
in top shape, it seemed
appropriate to ask just
how the Meridian Center
is doing, and what it
brings to and takes from

A CLOSER LOOK

Meridian Center 
increasing revenue
on annual basis

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See CENTER / 14
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Iam enamored with
the pasta section in
the grocery store. I’m

amazed at how many
shapes are available and
often wish I was fancy
enough to put some of the
exotic ones in my cart.

I was pretty excited
with the recipe I decided
to try this week, because
it called for “farfalle”
pasta. If you’re not famil-
iar, farfalle is also known
as bow-tie pasta, which
makes it sound consider-
ably less fancy, so if you
make this for someone,
you should definitely
refer to it as farfalle in-
stead. (I looked it up, and
it’s pronounced far-fah
(pronounced like the “fa”
in “father”)-lay.)

According to the web-
site “Walks of Italy,” it
gets its name from the
Italian word for butter-
flies because of its shape.
With that in mind, you
can wow dinner guests
with not only a delicious
pasta dish but also a lit-

tle word history, too.
You’re welcome.

This recipe comes from
the website “The 36th Av-
enue” and was written by
Desiree Campbell. You
can find the original at
http://www.the36thav-
enue.com/stuffed-pepper-
pasta-casserole/. I
changed her recipe up
quite a bit in my version.

Stuffed Pepper Pasta
Casserole

Ingredients
16 ounces farfalle pasta

(something tubular, like
penne, would be great,
too)

1 green bell pepper
1 orange or yellow bell

pepper
1 red bell pepper
1 tablespoon oil (I used

olive)
1 pound ground beef or

turkey
1 teaspoon dried basil
2 teaspoons dried

oregano
1 teaspoon dried pars-

ley

1 teaspoon onion pow-
der

salt and pepper to taste
15 ounces tomato sauce
2 cups shredded Colby-

jack cheese

Boil the pasta accord-
ing to package directions,
drain it and set it aside

(rinse it with cold water if
you want to minimize it
sticking together while
you’re finishing the rest
of your steps).

De-seed your peppers,
and slice them into long,
thin strips.

In a large pan with a
lid, heat the oil over

medium heat. Add the
peppers and put the lid
on the pan. Check on
them and stir them
around every few minutes
until they reach your de-
sired level of tenderness.

Break apart the ground
meat and add it to the
pan. Sprinkle in the basil,
oregano, parsley, onion
powder, salt and pepper.
Replace the lid and again
check it every few min-
utes, breaking the meat
apart more and making
sure it’s cooked through. 

While the meat is cook-
ing, preheat the oven to
350 degrees and spray a
9-by-13-inch casserole
dish with cooking spray.

When the meat is al-
most done, stir in the
tomato sauce. 

When everything is fin-
ished, add the pasta to
the pan and stir to incor-
porate all the ingredients.

Dump the mixture into
the prepared casserole
dish and top it with the
cheese.

Bake for about 15 to 20
minutes or until the
cheese is nice and melted
and the casserole is
heated through.

With just the two of us,
we had quite a bit of
casserole left over, but
it’s been reheating really
well out of the fridge,
which has been nice for
some great lunches this
week.

Joey wasn’t all that im-
pressed with my knowl-
edge of farfalle, but he
did like this casserole,
which I guess is just as
good. We’ve probably
been married for too long
for me to fool him into
thinking I’m fancy any
more, but sometimes it’s
nice to try.

Lindsey Young is the
co-owner of Newton Now
and managing editor of

The Clarion, a sister
paper of Newton Now.

She also is a Bethel Col-
lege graduate.

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
If you like the taste of bell peppers, stuffed pepper pasta casserole is a
must-try recipe. It’s full of yummy pepper flavor and Italian spices.

Pepper in some flavor with a casserole

Witness interviews provide more details in triple homicide

Harvey County Sheriff
Chad Gay said the full de-
tails of the recent triple-
homicide would likely
remain unknown.

But from piecing to-
gether stories, including
one of a 10-year-old boy,
law enforcement now be-
lieve the events leading
up to the murders and po-
lice-involved shooting
began a few days earlier,
with the murder suspect,
David Montano, stepping
in the middle of a domes-
tic dispute at the prop-
erty. 

Gay said that, accord-
ing to interviews, one of
the victims was in a phys-
ical altercation with an-
other resident, when
Montano intervened,
pulling a hand gun and

pointing it at a man and
stopping the situation.
Gay said the event hap-
pened a few days before
the fatal shootings. 

Montano, who Gay said
had been living on the
property part time, then
left. Police still haven't
nailed down who all lived
at the property, but Gay
said during the warrant
search, investigators
found belongings of mur-
der victims Mike and Nel-
ton Lemons as well as
Jason Stubby and his wife
in separate rooms at the
location. The Stubby's van
was also registered to the
property address. Corina
Castro, who law enforce-
ment believe had a rela-
tionship with Montano,
also had a room with her
things at the house, Gay
said. 

Montano returned to
the property around noon
in a truck on Wednesday,

Feb. 21. 
Gay said that Montano

had a shotgun in his pos-
session at the time and
was accompanied by a 10-
year-old boy. 

Gay said authorities
didn't believe the child to
have any blood relation-
ship to Montano or to the

people of the house but in-
stead was either a friend
of Montano's or a child he
was watching.

From interviews they
conducted, Gay said law
enforcement thinks Mon-
tano entered the resi-
dence and got into a
physical fight with the

Lemons brothers, who
were there at the time.
Montano pulled a knife
and cut one of the broth-
ers, a detail physical evi-
dence at the crime scene
confirmed. 

Gay said Montano then
exited the building and
returned, firing two shot-
gun shots into the wall of
a room and damaging a
TV on the other side. 

He then returned to the
truck and eventually left,
Gay said. 

Gay didn't have a defin-
itive answer as to why
Montano returned to the
property or had a child in
tow. He also couldn't say
why definitively he re-
turned to the property 12
hours later to commit the
crime. Gay said he had
Castro with him, but po-
lice believe Castro was
there against her will and
later escaped during the
incident.

Law enforcement has a
number of theories on the
subject of motive, such as
Montano feared repercus-
sions from his participa-
tion in the earlier
domestic incidents from
residents of the house or
that at some point or an-
other someone stole a
handgun from him. 

“Anyone that has actual
knowledge of what hap-
pened are deceased,” Gay
said.

Gay said more details
on the investigation could
be released later, and law
enforcement is awaiting
results of blood tests,
though the search of the
property has led them to
believe drug activity was
taking place there. 

Gay said he wanted to
make sure the families of
the victims had all the in-
formation before any ad-
ditional details were
made public.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
This is the scene of the triple homicide, which happened on Thursday,
Feb. 23, at 2111 N. Spencer in Newton.



When people argue,
they're usually quite good
at seeing things from
their own points of view,
but not so much those of
the people with whom
they're arguing.

Heated emotions can
get in the way of trying to
convince others of their
stances.

A high school program
Newton participates in
hopes to help with that. 

In Model United Na-
tions (UN), some debates
may have been a little
heated during the event
Feb. 27 and 28 in Topeka,
but it was for a good
cause—schooling students
and helping them learn
about matters from other
countries' points of view,
not just the United
States.

“You are assigned a
country you represent at
the event,” Newton High
School student and third-
time attendee Erik Brown
said. “It is your job to
know the stance of that
country.” He added he
represented Bolivia. “I
had to give the stance of
Bolivia.”

Brown said Model UN
works like the real United
Nations with a Security
Council, two General As-
semblies, Political Coun-
cil, and Economic and
Social Council.

“Then there's World
Councils for middle
schools only,” said NHS
student and first-time at-
tendee Emma Pulaski.

In addition to Pulaski
and Brown, other NHS
students attending in-
cluded Chase Cassil, Ken-
ton Fox, Lauren Mitchell,
John Jantzen, Fletcher
Hummingbird, Ellen Gar-
rett, Kailei Sidebottom
and Eli Regier. Accompa-
nying them were Shari
Sloan and Kathy Murphy,
both USD 373 Gifted fa-
cilitators. The NHS stu-
dents were just a few of
the 650 students repre-
senting 115 or so coun-
tries, Sloan said.

Cassil, Fox and Brown
each received medals.
Brown's awards included
second delegate in Secu-
rity Council, part of the
second-best delegation
with Bolivia and third-

best delegate overall.
Fox's honors included best
speech in negation in
General Assembly 2, best
delegate General Assem-
bly 2 and second-best del-
egate overall. Fox was
with Belgium. Cassil took
home best speech and af-
firmation in General As-
sembly 2, second-best
delegate General Assem-
bly 2 and second-best del-
egation overall with
Bolivia. Pulaski said she
also received second-best
delegation overall with
Bolivia.

She also enjoyed the
event.

“I think it was very cool
to see,” she said. “Just
being at the Model UN
Conference, I got a really
good feeling what [debate]
would be like,” she said,
adding she's not in de-
bate.

Cassil, who attended
Model UN for the first
time ever this year,
learned a great deal.

“I learned about parlia-
mentary procedures and
that style of debate that's
done at Model UN,” he
said.

Sloan, who's in her first
year in the Newton School
District, said just certain
students take part in
Model UN and that the
activity isn't part of a
class or group. They did
their work during semi-
nar.

“It's just certain stu-
dents,” she said. “At the
beginning of the year, we
put an announcement out
about it. Kids really
wanted to do it, and par-
ents were asking about it.
I think debaters like it.”

Before going to Model
UN, each student has to

research a country and
then write a position
paper on issues in that
country, Sloan said, since
they're representing that
country.

Brown also enjoys at-
tending the events.

“I like being able to re-
search and understand
the perspectives that are
not the U.S., and I like to
debate on an interna-
tional stance,” Brown
said. “It's also a fun event.
It's fun to go with a group
from your school.”

This past event is the
only Model UN the NHS
group plans to attend this
year, Sloan said, although
there are such events “all
over.”

“They try to make it as
close as possible” to the
U.N. experience, Brown
said.

One of the prerequisites
of attending is submitting
a real-world resolution to
fix a problem. 

“That's where the de-
bate comes in—whether
or not you should be pass-
ing those resolutions,”
Brown said, adding
there's then a vote.

As a person from the
United States, one might
think something is a good
idea, but as a representa-
tive of Bolivia, one might
have to take the opposite
stance, Brown said.

“I think my resolution
was the only one that got
accepted from our school,”
Fox said, adding it was
about increasing global
cyber security.

Resolutions from other
schools included such top-
ics as the refugee crisis,
combating terrorism on a
global scale and climate
change.

In addition to others
from NHS, Fox also
learned something.

“I learned that Bolivia
was in South America

and not in Europe,” he
said.

“Me, too,” Pulaski said.
Before going to Model

UN, attendees were given

a list of resolutions that
were accepted, so they re-
searched the stance their
particular country has on
those.
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MIDLAND
NATIONAL BANK

We’re here for you! Stop by one of our 
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Rental Cars
283-0789

130 E. 4th • 283-9100
“the nicest storage units in Newton”

(316)283-3729

Sunday, March 12
(Doors open at 12:00 NOON)

1:00 Tiptoe Through the Tulips.. 
 and Other Spring Bulbs
 Camilla Hartman, Harvey County Master Gardener
2:00 Attracting Pollinator’s Using Herbs  
 Kay Neff, Neff Family Farms
3:00 Basic Landscape Design   
 Scott Davies, Brady Nursery

4:00 Ornamental Plants for Pollinators  
 Dr. Cheryl Boyer, KSU Assoc. Prof. & Ext. Spec. 

Saturday, March 11
($1.00 Admission Each day)  

9:00 The Not So Secret Science Behind Pruning  
 Matthew Mckernan, Sedgwick Co Horticulture Agent
10:00 Butterflies in the Garden
 Dr. Raymond Cloyd, KSU Extension Entomologist
11:00 Pesticide Use and Safety 
 Dr. Raymond Cloyd, KSU Extension Entomologist
12:00 Lunch – Mi Mama’s Recipies!
1:00 Preserve It Fresh, Preserve It Safe  
 Anne Pitts, FACS Agent KSRE- Harvey County
2:00 Birdscaping!
 Katie Schmidt, Dyck Arboretum, Hesston 
3:00 Tabletop Gardening with Succulents & Cacti
 Jennifer Gronau, Benton’s Greenhouse
4:00  BFF’s in the Garden
 Evenlyn Neier, KSU Assoc. Extension Specialist

2017 Harvey County 
Home & Garden Show

Kids Events at 2 pm Each Day & Kid Crafts from 1 - 4 on Saturday!

Info? (Call 316-284-6930)
www.harveycountyhomeandgarden.com
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Newton High School students attend Model U.N.
GUARDIANS OF THE NATIONS

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton High School Model United Nations students, from left, Chase Cassil, Kenton Fox and Erik Brown dis-
cuss Model UN matters at NHS. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton High School students, from left, Emma Pulaski, Chase Cassil
and Kenton Fox look for the countries they represented during Model
United Nations on Feb. 27 and 28 in Topeka. 

March 5
Arrests:
Tiffanie Oldham, 28,

warrant, 400 Blk N. Main
St.

Gabriel White,19, reck-
less driving, 900 W 12th
St.

Micheala Jaso, 24, driv-
ing with suspended license,
900 Blk N. Grandview 

March 4
Criminal Calls:
Criminal Damage, 12000

Blk Manchester Ave. 

Arrests:
Gabriel Libel, 21, DUI,

400 Blk E Second St. 
Ratwan Norwood, 25,

theft, 1700 Blk S Kansas
Brian Krotz, 36, violate

a protection order, 500 Blk
E Second St

March 3
Criminal Calls:
Burglary 200 Blk Allison
Criminal damage 1000

Blk Walnut 
Arrests:

Joshua Kennedy, 35,
warrant,1200 Blk W Third
St 

Todd Lopez, 32, sexual
exploitation of a child,
1800 Blk N. Main 

Dustin Dennett, 25, war-
rant, 300 Blk Highland
Ave.

Lyle Ledford, 47, bur-
glary, 100 Blk N Walnut

March 2
Criminal Calls:
Theft, 1500 E 3rd St.
Theft, 2000 Blk Ida Ln.

March 1
Arrests:
Christopher Suarez, 22,

violate protection order,
1700 Blk S. Kansas Ave 

Timothy Hahn, 62, do-
mestic battery, violate pro-
tection order, 100 Blk N.
Poplar

Elizabeth Meyer, 18, flee
or attempt to elude, five or
more moving traffic viola-
tions, Valley Center

Richard Lovecchio, 40,
domestic battery, 600 Blk

Fifth Street 
Daniel Martinez, 32, op-

erate a motor vehicle with-
out a valid license, 100 Blk
SW Second St 

Daniel James, 60, war-
rant, 100 Blk W Elm St.

Feb. 27
Criminal Calls:
Theft, 200 Blk E Eighth

St
Arrests:
Katelyn Hayes, DUI, 300

Blk N. Ash St.

Feb. 26
Arrests:
Jeffrey Shy, 29, aggra-

vated battery, 400 Blk W
Fifth St

Baylee Teach, 21, pos-
session of marijuana, pos-
session of drug
paraphernalia, 1700 S
Kansas  

Alec Nunn, 19,  minor in
possession of alcohol, 300
Blk N Ash

David Bean, 46, driving
with suspended license,
1700 Blk S Kansas Ave.

NEWTON POLICE REPORTS

Harvey County Associa-
tion of Retired School Per-
sonnel will meet at 9:30
a.m. Friday, March 10, at
the Newton Recreation

Center in the Sunflower
Room.

Susan Lamb, chair of
the Hesston Community
Foundation will give the

program on “Building
Community.”

Scholarship donations
will be collected.

—For Newton Now

Retired school personnel to meet Friday, March 10



Sometimes, Daryl
Skibbe has to wear a haz-
mat suit on the job, espe-
cially when dealing with
blood-borne pathogens.
But that doesn't happen
too often nowadays.

He and/or employees
need to wear those suits in
order to clean an area
properly, as Skibbe gets
called to some rather un-
pleasant scenes.

“You have to have the
training to be able to do
that,” said Skibbe, who is
owner, along with his wife
Connie, of ServiceMaster
in Newton.

ServiceMaster cleans
carpet and furniture, and
they also provide disaster
restoration, janitorial serv-
ices and floor cleaning.

One of their more un-
pleasant cleanings in-
volved a homicide at
Dillons in the late 1990s.
At that time, Skibbe called
in other ServiceMaster
businesses because he
needed to get the job done
quickly since Dillons had
to reopen.

“I couldn't go into Dil-
lons for probably six
months after that,” Skibbe
said, adding, thankfully,
that doesn't happen too
often these days. “That
was a challenge,” he added
about cleaning and sanitiz-
ing the area.

“Our part—it was get
out of there pretty fast,” he
said. “Now, it's more clean-
ing carpet and grandkids
that made messes or pets
that've made messes.”

It seemed for a while
ServiceMaster of Newton
was called to clean up
other unpleasant scenes,
such as suicides.

“It seemed like back
then, it seemed like we'd
do three of them,” a year,
Skibbe said. “It just
seemed like it was one
after another.”

Now, they'll usually
clean if someone passes
away at home and has

been there a while, slip-
ping in before the family
gets there.

But most calls are just
routine with carpet or of-
fice cleaning.

Skibbe started
with Service-
Master of New-
ton years ago.

“I've
worked
here—in
June—it'll
be 31 years, and
we've owned it 29,
I believe,” he said, sit-
ting at his desk.

He and his wife have the
office building at 2216 N.
Anderson in Newton, and
Connie has Newton Chris-
tian Counseling Center up
at the front with Daryl's of-
fice in the back. There's
also a large garage, where
they keep vehicles.

Skibbe got into this line
of work as a career by
chance and had been work-
ing at Kentucky Fried
Chicken for 10 years.

“And was wanting some-
thing where I could go to
school and finish my de-
gree, so I started working
evenings here,” he said.
“We just got an opportu-
nity to purchase it. It was
just an offer we really
couldn't turn down.”

When their two sons,
Eric and Christopher, were
young, it was nice to have
the business because
Skibbe said he was able to
coach their teams and at-
tend their activities. Now,
the Skibbes have three
grandchildren, two of
whom reside in Olathe,
and another is in Newton.

Throughout the years,
Skibbe's helped a lot of
people in Harvey County,
which basically is the busi-
ness's coverage area, with
carpets and water and the
like.

“Anytime people have
water in the basement, it's
a disaster,” he said. “It re-
ally is. When we have
great amounts of rain, it's
hard to get everywhere,
trying to help as many peo-
ple as you can.”

Skibbe, who has nine

employees, said if they
can't get there because
they're too busy or if the
people calling don't have

the funds, they tell them
what they can do to

get by.
Some
years,
there
might be 3

to 4 inches
of rain, and
then it stops,

and then rains 3
to 4 inches again,

which Skibbe said
isn't too bad. However,
when it rains 10 inches at
once, those times are more
difficult, as they can cause
more flooding.

Skibbe said his job is to
work with people to get
things back the way they
were. Janitorial services
include getting a place
ready for people to go back
to work the next morning,
Skibbe said.

“That usually is done in
the evening,” he said.

As part of his business,
Skibbe likes to answer the
phone himself, and people
can leave a message or
ServiceMaster goes down
the list, trying to take care
of folks, getting to them as
he can when there's a dis-
aster.

One of Skibbe's employ-
ees, Roland Miller, does
carpet and has worked for
the business 35 years.

“He likes doing what he
does,” Skibbe said. “It
makes it nice for me.”

ServiceMaster also
cleans carpets so people
can keep their warranties,
Skibbe said. After someone
buys new carpet, they need
to get it cleaned after one
or two years so they can
say it's been maintained
properly. ServiceMaster
keeps invoices and records
on hand in case people
have a problem with their
carpeting.

Skibbe has liked owning
ServiceMaster.

“All in all, I've enjoyed it
through all these years,”
he said. “It's allowed me to
do family things and work
around that when the kids

were younger. Every day is
an adventure. No two calls
are the same.”

Skibbe's workdays start
around 4 a.m. when he
checks commercial prop-
erty and then gets into the
office around 8 or 9 a.m.

“Technically, we're not
[in the office] that often,”
Skibbe said, adding he also
works out of his office at
home.

“Now with cell phones,
nobody knows if they're
talking to someone at the
office or wherever,” Skibbe
said.

Skibbe wants to retire
someday, but there's no
timeframe at this point. He
said his son, Chris, will
slowly phase in.
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Keeping it clean: Skibbe runs ServiceMaster for 29 years
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/ NEWTON NOW
Daryl Skibbe vacuums on Monday
morning. He and his wife, Connie,
have owned ServiceMaster of
Newton for 29 years. 

Harvey County working to support neighbors in need

Nearby fires in Reno
County and Hutchinson,
along with unfavorable
conditions, prompted a
burn ban, effective until
March 13, for Harvey
County. 

A support effort for
those helping combat
nearby fires is also shap-
ing up in Harvey County.
Girl Scout Troop 40240
collected donations for
first responders on March
8 at the Newton Girl
Scout Little House. Sup-
plies asked for donation
included easy-to-grab, nu-
trient-rich items such as
peanut butter or granola.
Comfort items such as
socks and eye drops were
also accepted. 

Director of Emergency
Management Gary Denny
advises those who wish to
donate or help to contact
United Way by dialing
211. 

"That is a gathering
point for resources.
Whether people want to
donate items, cash, or
manual labor, whatever it
is we try to coordinate
that through a single en-
tity," Denny said. 

Harvey County Emer-
gency Services have been
just as busy helping sur-
rounding counties deal
with fires. 

"We have spent a lot of
man hours and a lot of re-
sources the past three
days. It started with the
Highland fires, then the
Jupiter fires, then out by
Nickerson, and then the
Highland fires re-kindled,"
Denny said.

Harvey County Emer-
gency Services sent
around 30 percent of their
resources to help near
Hutchinson on March 6. 

"At our peak, we had 15
fire suppression resources,
a disaster medical unit at

Inman, and four to five
law enforcement patrol
cars assisting the
Hutchinson area," Denny
said. 

While a combined effort,
a majority of the resources
sent by Harvey County
served as structure protec-
tion and quickly returned
the next day to cover Har-
vey County.

While Harvey County is
helping adjacent counties,
there is no neglect to pro-
tecting itself. 

"Of course our first pri-

ority is to protect the
home front, but we also
need to provide mutual
aid when it is needed,”
Denny said. “Obviously
we know that our adja-
cent counties would come
to our aid if needed also.
We were reluctant to
stretch our resources so
thin, because Harvey
County is currently under
the same conditions. We
sent as much aid as we
felt comfortable doing
while maintaining cover-
age here."

BY ETHAN BIRDWELL
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

FILE PHOTO BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Brush fires rage near Burrton on March 23, 2016. Now, similar fires are causing people to leave their homes
around the Hutchinson area this year. 

Newton BPW has
meeting

Newton Business and
Professional Women held
a meeting Feb. 27 with
James Wilson of New
Hope Shelter speaking to
the group. 

The group took up a col-
lection of food for the shel-
ter. 

The group plans on hav-
ing a scholarship event on
March 27 to provide two
scholarships to area stu-
dents. The names will be

announced in two weeks.

Newton Bible Christian
School open house to be

March 14
Newton Bible Christian

School will have an open
house from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Tuesday, March 14, at the
school, 900 Old Main St.

Those attending can
meet the teachers and
staff, view classrooms,
browse the curriculum,
visit with current fami-

lies, and listen as leaders
share plans for the com-
ing school year.

There also will be
games, prizes, snacks and
a bounce house.

Andrew Thiesen to give
senior trombone recital
NORTH NEWTON—

Bethel College student
Andrew Thiesen will give
his senior trombone
recital at 7:30 p.m. Tues-
day, March 14, in the Ad-
ministration Building

chapel.
Thiesen, of Newton, is a

student of Matt Blauer,
Bethel instructor of trom-
bone.

Thiesen will graduate
in December with a de-
gree in music and educa-
tion licensure.

His accompanist on
piano is Karen Bauman
Schlabaugh, Bethel pro-
fessor of music. Thiesen is
a 2013 graduate of New-
ton High School. He is the
son of Barbara and John
Thiesen of Newton.

—For Newton Now

NEWS BRIEFS
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All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

4:00pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:00am Sunday School

9:45 am Fellowship
10:30am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship

10:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel A.M.E.
Church

711 E. 11th Street
9:45am Sunday School

1:30pm Worship

Hillcrest Community
Church - A

Foursquare Church
431 W. 12th

9:30am Cafe Connect
10:30am Worship

Iglesia Del Nazareno
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible
Church

900 Old Main
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship”

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass
10:30am Sunday Mass

6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship
11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
http://thecreationstation.

vpweb.com

701 Cafe
701 N. Main St, Newton

(316) 804-4573
www.701cafe.com

Special thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

If you would like to become a sponsor of the Newton
Area Church Directory, please contact Shannin Rettig at

shannin@harveycountynow or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Acrylic Paintings for Sale
by Virgil Penner

Mojos Coffee Shop
Bethel College 

Campus

Gust Orthodontics
store window 
504 N. Main

Available at:

&

Check out website:virgilapennerart.com
614 N. Main, Newton

316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Newton State Repre-
sentative Tim Hodge
plans on holding his line
when it comes to state
budget discussions and
votes. That was his mes-
sage, among other things,
during a legislative up-
date he gave Sunday
night at 701 Cafe to a
crowd of 35. It was a
friendly crowd for Hodge,
but the event did provide
insight on some of the
inner workings of the
statehouse, Hodge's opin-
ions and what he's been
doing recently. 

Hodge said Democrats
and moderate Republi-
cans had a number of
successes in the session
so far with the coalition
they formed after a
turnover of 40 house
seats in the recent elec-
tion. 

“Despite the rhetoric of
the far right, we're beat-
ing them,” he said. “We're
making them understand
that they can no longer
get away with loose facts
or no facts at all.”

Hodge said the house
managed to pass an
amendment on a bill for
the state to move forward
with Medicaid expansion
with a nearly veto-proof
majority. He said he
thinks it's possible the
senate could also approve
such an amendment, but
it would be likely the gov-
ernor would veto. 

He said he was also
proud of the house pass-
ing another amendment
returning teacher tenure
and the opportunity for a
teacher to have a hearing
from the school district if
terminated. 

Finally, he said he was
proud of the house over-
riding the governor's veto
of a budget bill the sen-
ate and house approved,

which
would
have
closed the
LLC loop-
hole, es-
tablished
a third tax
bracket
and raised
income taxes on the sec-
ond and third tax brack-
ets, in order to generate
$590 million in additional
revenue to offset the
shortfalls that followed
the governor's 2012 tax
cuts. 

The house overrode the
governor's veto, but the
senate did not, putting
legislators back to square
one in the budgeting
process. 

Hodge didn't have any
exact ideas what would
happen with the budget,
but he said an effort to
reverse tax cuts would be
an uphill battle, as the
governor already showed
he disapproved of the

idea by vetoing the previ-
ous bill. Hodge said it
would take 84 votes in
the house and 27 votes in
the senate to override a
governor veto, but only
63 votes in the house and
21 votes in the senate to
approve a plan that the
governor favored. He
then expressed concern
that such a plan wouldn't
raise state revenues but
sell off the state's tobacco
settlement money, which
goes to early childhood
education, liquidate other
funds and kick the state's
budgeting problem down
the road. Kansas is still
$280 million short for
this fiscal year that ends
June 30. 

“We'll have a lot of half
measures and a govern-
ment we can't pay for,”
Hodge said. “There will
be another natural cut of
services to the state, and
we'll get what we pay
for.”

Hodge said he planned

on digging in his heels
when it came to fighting
those possible cuts, as op-
posed to trying to partici-
pate in the process and
select the cuts that would
be least damaging in his
mind to the state. 

“If they are going in
that direction, I don't
want any part of it,” he
said. “They made that
salad, and they're going
to have to eat it. People
will have to understand
these people are legisla-
tors that are hurting us.”

Hodge said, in his opin-
ion, a total repeal of the
governor's tax cuts was
necessary in order to
fund state services but
also in order to keep
money circulating in the
economy, as state spend-
ing pays for teachers,
nurses, construction
workers and many work-
ing and middle class
Kansans. As that spend-
ing has been cut, so to
have those people's total

earnings, he argued. 
“There are billions of

dollars that should be
churning right now in the
middle class,” he said.
“And instead we're
scratching our head say-
ing, ‘Why are we having a
hard time?’”

Hodge said, at this
point, the legislature was
to the turnaround period
where all bills have to be
out of committee. He said
that he expects some sub-
stantial debate on school
funding, the state budget
and the education for-
mula. 

The Kansas Supreme
Court again ruled last
week that the state was
under funding schools
and gave the legislature
a June deadline to enact
changes. 

After the speech,
Hodge thanked the crowd
for attending and said it
made him proud to see
how many people con-
tinue to stay engaged.

Hodge breaks down session, discusses future
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Hodge

A trio of lawyers filed a
slew of motions on behalf of
Jereme Lee Nelson, who is
charged with capital mur-
der for three shooting
deaths Oct. 30 at a rural
farmhouse west of Hesston.

Nelson's lawyers are try-
ing to exclude cameras
from the courtroom and to
prohibit any trial partici-
pant from making any ex-
trajudicial comment that
might be disseminated to
media. Another motion
asks that the state be pre-
cluded from creating a jail-
house snitch while Nelson
awaits his trial. Harvey
County Attorney David
Yoder has not filed a notice
of intent to seek the death
penalty against Rangel's co-
defendant,
Myrta Mila-
gro Rangel.
She and Nel-
son were ar-
rested by
Mexican au-
thorities
Jan. 13 near
Rosarito.
Dickinson ap-
pointed McPherson lawyer
David Harger to represent
Rangel, whose next court
date is scheduled for April
6. Yoder responded to sev-
eral of Nelson's motions
last week. He said the mo-
tion seeking to bar cameras
was "overbroad." Further-
more, he said the defense
was seeking orders to pro-
tect parties in which the de-
fense has no standing.

"The defense represents
the interests of the Defen-
dant, not potential wit-
nesses to the case, and the
defense is overstepping its
bounds by seeking orders
affecting parties they are
not representing and have
no standing to protect,"
Yoder wrote.

Members of the media
have requested to be heard
on the motion, the outcome
of which also "clearly im-
pacts their Constitutional
rights," the state's response
said. Yoder also is challeng-
ing a request for Nelson to
appear in civilian clothes at
every court hearing. Grant-
ing an order "would put an
undue burden upon the de-
tention officers entrusted
with security in the court-
room," he wrote. 

Nelson, who already fled
the nation once, is a strong
flight risk, Yoder noted. Al-
lowing Nelson to appear in
street clothes at every
hearing "would create an
unnecessary opportunity
for the Defendant to at-
tempt an escape, since if he
were to escape immediate
custody, he would have a
much better opportunity to
hide in public wearing
civilian attire," his re-
sponse stated. The motion
asking for extrajudicial
comments to be prohibited
might have little bearing,
because prosecutors under-
stand their "obligations
under the ethical code of
pretrial publicity and shall
conform thereto," Yoder
noted.

Many motions
for Hesston

triple murder
suspect

BY BLAKE SPURNEY
HESSTON RECORD

Nelson

Never miss another story by subscribing and getting a username and password at: HarveyCountyNow.com
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Working out the other day
and breathing far harder
then I should have been, I

ran into a person I knew at the
gym. We said hello and…bam. 

“Let me ask you a question.”
“OK,” I said, and without hesita-

tion he asked me, “What do you
think the biggest challenge facing
Newton is for the upcoming year?”

Now it should be noted that I do
this to people all the time. And
then I quote them for everybody to
read. 

So it was perhaps poetic justice
that I stood there in the middle of
the gym, sweating and stumped
about providing a somewhat logi-
cal answer. 

Of all people, I should have an
answer, as we spend a lot of time
on our editorial page pointing out
the exact challenges our city faces. 

So after about 20 seconds of the
man intently waiting on my re-
sponse, I answered “perception.”

I grew up west of Wichita and
spent a lot of time in the city, and
as I was a kid, everyone in Wichita
seemed to have the same attitude:
it was lame. 

There was almost an apology
given when mentioning Wichita: “I
live by Wichita. Yeah, it's not very
cool.”

Kansas City was cool. Stuff hap-
pened there. Oklahoma City,
Lawrence, Tulsa, Denver: all cities
where cool stuff happened. 

Not Wichita. Civic projects
failed, and big developments were
mediocre chains moving into town.  

How that's changed today. I saw
a girl down there a month ago
with a Wichita flag tattooed on her
arm. The fact that we even know
what a Wichita flag looks like
speaks of the change. 

Folks fly them outside their
houses. The downtown arena now
gets good acts (other than Garth
Brooks), like the Red Hot Chili
Peppers. 

There's some energy in the
brewery scene, the food scene, the
art scene. Somehow or another,
Wichita has become cool and con-
vinced its residents, ones who for
so long lived with chips on their
shoulders, that it's cool.

It's an odd change. But, in a
sense, Wichita improved its per-
ception. 

This weekend on a work trip, I
passed through Durham, Kan.,
with my girlfriend. We were
headed up to Abilene; I planned to

stop at a local restaurant or two
but couldn't bring myself to hit the
Brookville in Abilene because all
fried chicken pales to the dish my
mom, Ruthie, makes on the farm. 

So we stopped in at the Main
Street Cafe in Durham. 

As we pulled off the highway,
Sam asked if she should Google di-
rections for it. 

“I don't think we can get lost in
Durham,” I told her. 

So two or three blocks later and
we found the restaurant. Easy to
do. Every farm truck within 20
miles was parked there.

We walk in and the regulars
turn and look at us and smile. We
just stood their awkwardly looking
at the packed room that had to
hold at least two-thirds of the
town's population. 

“Well, it looks like it's full,” I
commented. 

Then an old man sipping coffee
within ear shot said knowingly,
“There's another room in back.”

So we found another large room
with only a few seats left. We sat
down and soon had a waitress,
young, probably high-school age.
She asked us if this was our first
time, which she knew it was be-
cause she didn't know us, and
everybody seemed to know every-
body. 

We asked what was good and
she launched into a prideful exal-
tation of the burger that the farm-
ers all get and the homemade
sausage. 

Of course I was having the
sausage. 

I come from a German family
who ate sausage twice a week. My
mom and dad could tell you what
local locker or family recipe made
the sausage by taste alone. I my-
self can differentiate between our
relatives’ recipes. The Mohr
sausage is finer ground than ours.
The Stroot Locker sausage uses a
bit less fat. The Tommy Strunk
sausage is basically our personal

Strunk sausage but with double
the seasoning. 

So when I saw homemade
sausage, I knew I must try it at
the Main Street Cafe. 

I don't say it lightly when I say
it was one of the best sausage
sandwiches I had in my life. The
grind was just right, the fat con-
tent was just right to keep it from
getting dry, and the fact it was
baked made it moist and tender
the whole way through. 

I ranted about the sausage, and
a few people around me smiled.
Durham, Kan., is proud of its
Main Street Cafe. The city might
not be much, but it smiles about
what it has.

Which brings me back to New-
ton and perception. 

I heard a phone call Monday
talking about restaurants in New-
ton that contained the snippet,
“It's not amazing, but what do you
expect? It's Newton.”

That, I think, is an attitude
most of us share sometimes: an
embarrassed chip on our shoul-
ders. And it's the wrong attitude.
Instead of focusing on what we
lack, let's focus on what we have
and be proud of it. 

There are some things we don't
have a ton of control over. All the
murders in this county, though
outside of Newton, don't make
Harvey County look great. 

But that being said, I feel per-
fectly safe walking down the street
here in Newton. This week, I
think, it would be good to think of
one thing we feel proud about
where we live. Most reading this
ended up or stayed in Newton for a
reason. 

That's a bit saccharine, perhaps,
but a fitting exercise none-the-
less.

So, yes, one of our biggest chal-
lenges is our perception and how
others see us and also how we see
ourselves.

How do we convince others this
is a place worth living and invest-
ing in or is worth something if we
don't see and promote its worth
ourselves?

If we were as proud of some of
our stuff as Durham is of its little
restaurant, we wouldn't have any
problems.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of the Newton Now and can

be reached by e-mail at adam@har-
veycountynow.com

Want a better town? Stop dragging it down 
Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

Fold them, Sam

“Forty-five is the eye of life’s
storm. The emotional
drama of growing up is

behind you, the physical perils of
aging are still to come... it is easier
to be grateful, and fearful. You are
an expert in more things than you
care to be and you realize that
most of your life has been of your
own making. You come to terms
with how many moments, days,
months have been squandered. You
vow to do better, you know that you
won’t.” —Emily Mendell

As my 45th birthday ap-
proached, I wanted to commemo-
rate it by doing something
associated with the number itself.
With several ideas floating
through my mind, I hoped to settle
on something less time consuming
than visiting 45 new cities, yet
more substantial (and less of a
health risk) than eating 45 cup-
cakes.

Forty-five is a weird age. On the
upside, my experience so far has
been weird with a side of, “Hmm,
this isn’t so bad.”

I should be able to find a better
word than “weird,” but this basic
word covers it. Looking from the
outside in, this milestone is not
“young.” It can’t be, because in my
extended family, for instance, the

“kids” are in their 30s and they
keep having kids. Alternately,
looking from the inside out, it can’t
be “old;” old couldn’t possibly feel
this young.

Most of it must depend on where
an individual is standing in their
particular story. Some might have
hit their peak at 25 and discover
things coming after that point feel
slightly “less than.” 

Another may top their peak
later, like one of my favorite au-
thors, Sue Monk Kidd, whose first
best-seller was published when
she was 53. If the former is the
case, it could be a long haul. If it’s
the latter, that’s potentially a
great thing, once the plausible
feeling of “wasted years” is recon-
ciled.

I do understand why this age—
maybe the entire 40s decade?—can

be prime time for mid-life crises,
career flips, and other big, desired,
unexpected, inevitable tweaks. I
have been a believer, or at least
hopeful, that there was truth in
the great cliche of “with age comes
wisdom.”

Wisdom is a big word, though,
and a lot to ask. Is wisdom learn-
ing more facts? Is it figuring out
how to raise people to be decent
people? Is it learning more about
your craft or job in order to do it
better every day? Is it being more
accepting and tolerant? Is it soft-
ening around the edges in order to
do that?

If any of those are true, I’m not
convinced a certain is a prerequi-
site for any of them. 

There are always uncertainties
but I do feel I’ve picked up some
knowledge, even if it’s fleeting and
circumstantial. Like how some
things get easier with years, while
others seem more fragile. Health
and general OK-ness for ourselves
and the ones we love aren’t guar-
anteed and we know it. They’re
gifts, and that’s all they are.

For some of us, 45 is having kids
who are trying to figure out how to
make their own way and we feel
an excitement for them. We’re
hopeful. We’re nervous. We’re

There should be a better word for 45 than weird

As Kenny Rogers sang, you got to know when to hold
them and know when to fold them. 

We have all known those people, who can clearly see
the end of something but cling on to it long after it's sen-
sible, or even ethical or appropriate. 

Perhaps it's a past relationship, or it's pouring thou-
sands of extra dollars into a business that has long since
failed, or it's refusing to put down the family dog once it
got rabies.

During the last five years we've seen such a scenario
play out with the Kansas governor and his all-out re-
fusal to give up on his great American tax experiment. 

Year after year, the state faces another budgetary cri-
sis, gets in the red, and has to make cuts across the
board. 

And year after
year, he and his
supporters ask for
more time. 

You don't cut
down a fruit tree if
it doesn't bear fruit,
they say.

Meanwhile, on
our happy little
farm, we've di-
verted all our fertil-
izer and water to
the fruit tree, while
our fields die. 

Right now the
state faces a $280
million shortfall for
the year that ends
June 30, plus an-
other $500 plus
million shortfall for
the next year.  

The Supreme
Court again ruled
that schools are
under funded, and
it seems that again
the state's back is up against the wall. There's no high-
way fund to steal from anymore. So now some plan to
mortgage the state's unclaimed property fund or sell off
the tobacco settlement fund for a quick payment to even
the budget out, a decision that will cost the state mil-
lions of dollars in future payments, plus cost early child-
hood education programs financial support.

Yet this year, the climate is different. Both the senate
and house saw a large turnover in the last election, and
moderate Republicans and Democrats have large
enough blocks to counter the ultraconservative
holdovers of the Brownback revolution in 2010.

So this year, lo and behold, the house and the senate
passed a bill to partially reverse some of the governor's
tax cuts and put the state on at least more solid finan-
cial ground. 

Here's the point where the governor had an out. 
He could ignore the bill. He could save face. He could

refuse to sign it. It would become law, but he could say
he never approved of it. He could lay all the blame on
the legislature. 

Heck, some of his Kool-Aid drinkers would still be
able to say, “They should have given Sam just a little
more time.”  

But he didn't. He didn't let them put the slobbering,
rabid Old Yeller of a tax plan down, and now it's still
tied to the tree out back, snapping at folks as everyone
goes back to the drawing board, trying to figure out
what to do about it. 

Perhaps the governor thinks it will still get better.
Perhaps it's just pride.
But whatever it is, we don't think the action is in the

best interest of Kansans and neither do a veto proof ma-
jority in the house and 24 out of 40 state senators.

So we applaud our Harvey County delegation of Tim
Hodge and Carolyn McGinn for their vote to override
the governor for a sustainable tax plan. 

We encourage them to keep up the pressure and keep
doing what they campaigned on in the last election. We
are sure they wouldn't mind hearing that support from
other constituents as well. 

And to the governor, we'd just like to say, “Let it go,
Sam.”

Know when to fold them. Know when to walk away. 
Because one day you'll end up standing alone as, one

by one, your remaining allies lose their seats or make
the most politically expedient decision when it comes to
being associated with this colossal political failure:
knowing when to run. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

Trump has much to learn about different faiths
Donald Trump claimed for nearly eight years of Presi-

dent Obama's two terms that he was neither a citizen
nor a Christian, this despite overwhelming proof to the
contrary. Trump could not tell the difference between
citizenship and non-citizenship, nor between Muslim
and Christian faiths. There is no way this man is capa-
ble of determining the difference between his claimed
radical Muslim and peaceful Muslim, or, for that mat-
ter, between radical Christian or peaceful Christian,
radical Jew or peaceful Jew, radical Buddhist or peace-
ful Buddhist, etc.

Let's not count on this president to discern or under-
stand much of anything about our wide and inclusive
range of faiths.

Beth Vannatta
Halstead

PARTS OF SPEECH

SHELLEY PLETT

See PLETT / 7

Meanwhile, on
our happy 
little farm,
we’ve 
diverted all
our 
fertilizer and
water to the
fruit tree...
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Since taking my current job
in 2011, I’ve made an an-
nual trek to “The Windy

City” in February of each year for
a leadership conference. In fact,
my first official employment activ-
ity was attending the conference
that year. Basic math skills tells
me that, after returning from this
year’s conference recently, I’ve
now attended for the seventh
time. Each year I find myself
wondering how many leadership
conferences one must attend be-
fore being considered an effective
leader.

Anyone who’s traveled to or
through Chicago via airplane dur-
ing the month of February proba-
bly knows that the odds of doing
so without experiencing a delay of
some sort are roughly equal to
finding a four-leaf clover while
being struck by lightning. In
2011, I made it there and back
without delay. Since that was my
first trip, I didn’t know how lucky
I was or I would have immedi-
ately purchased a lottery ticket,
and instead of writing this, I’d be
sipping a fruity beverage on a
beach somewhere.

The following year, I shared a
cab to the airport with three gen-
tlemen who were flying to Kansas
City for a trade show. On the way,
we noticed a storm was coming in
off the lake and soon after found
out all flights were delayed or
canceled. Since they needed to be
in K.C. and I needed to be back at
work, we agreed to rent a car and
take turns driving back. We got a
Grand Cherokee and took off,
driving in and out of rain and
snow as the storm chased us for
the first four or five hours. After
eight hours in the Grand Chero-
kee, 30 minutes at McDonalds
and a longer-than-necessary stop
at a gas station to pose for pics in
front of the ash tray by the no
smoking sign in front of a propane
tank display, we arrived in

Kansas City. I dropped them off
and headed south. At some point,
I think I remember considering
getting a hotel but really wanted
to make it home, which I did at
4:30 the next morning.

The following year everything
was going smoothly. No weather
to speak of, nothing in the fore-
cast, and we were enjoying a suc-
cessful conference. On the final
day, the forecast changed and in-
clement weather was being dis-
cussed. The good news was that it
wasn’t supposed to arrive until
after we flew out. We had fun rec-
ollecting our adventures from the
previous year but seemed on track
to make it back without incident.
Of the four who traveled by car
the previous year, one got nerv-
ous. He didn’t trust that the
storm would hold off until after
we left and decided to purchase
an Amtrak ticket. He got the last
seat on the south-bound train
leaving Chicago that night. The
rest of us spent the day making
fun of him for doing so and telling
him we’d keep him in mind while
we were at home with our fami-
lies and he was stuck “riding the
rails.” After the conference ended,
he left for the train station, and
we headed for O’Hare. 

One associate booked a slightly
earlier flight than I, and his flight
departed on time. All seemed well
until I started heading for my
gate. I had been checking the ter-

minal display frequently and my
flight was on schedule, but as I
walked to my gate, I glanced up
at the screen one last time and
saw the thing I dreaded most:
“Delayed.” “Delayed” turned into
“Canceled,” and I found myself in
line at customer service to see
when I could get home. After
standing in line for over 30 min-
utes, my phone rang. It was my
associate who flew out on the ear-
lier flight. I assumed he was call-
ing to laugh at me for getting
stuck, but it quickly dawned on
me that not enough time had
elapsed for him to make it home.
He asked where I was. I told him
and asked where he was. He said
he just got to the gate. I assumed
he meant the gate in Wichita, but
learned he was back in Chicago.
As it turned out, his flight took
off, but while on its way out of the
Chicago area Wichita closed due
to 20-some inches of snow and the
pilot came over the intercom and
informed everyone that the plane
was too heavy with a full load of
fuel. As such, they had to fly
around in circles to burn fuel to
get to a safe landing weight. I did-
n’t even know that was a thing,
but suddenly instead of feeling
sorry for myself for getting stuck,
I realized how lucky I was that I
didn’t have to take the “flying
tour over Chicago” before return-
ing to the customer service line to
figure out how and when I’d get
home. Oh, and the guy who took
the train, the one we spent the
day making fun of, was the only
one who made it home that day.

I'm glad I skipped the snow this
year, but next year I think I’ll
book a boat or hot air balloon, just
in case.

Michael Lunsford is the 
executive director of the Meridian

Center and president of the 
Newton Chamber of Commerce.

Of planes, trains and automobiles Guest Editorial
Danger of arid conditions
never can be taken lightly

Just the other day as I was
eating lunch at Subway with
my husband and admittedly,

I was looking pretty gnarly from
working at our house all morning.
I was decked out in my coveralls,
ponytail and camo ball cap. As I
was leaving the store, I opened the
door, and the person I was holding
the door for goes: “Thank you, sir.”
Whoa. Talk about an ego booster.

For those of you who may know
me, you probably see me as the re-
ally tall girl in heels and a pencil
skirt answering your phone calls
around town or checking you in for
a chamber breakfast. What you
might not know is that I kind of
have a “double life,” if you will.
The minute that 5 p.m. rolls
around, I swap out my high heels
for cowboy boots, because there is
a different kind of work to be
done.

It all started with the auction
where after being married for just
short of a year, my dream house
came up for sale. 

Whoever won the bid of the
house was required to move the
house to a new location within 90
days. That auction was the most

miserable 10 minutes of my entire
life, but we got the bid. At age 24
and 25, my husband Kendall and I
officially became homeowners.

Ever since Sept. 6, 2016, when
we heard the auctioneer shout
“Sold! Kendall, you did it!” our
lives have forever changed. As I
stand by my love’s side, I see our
home changing day by day into
what we never thought would ever
be a reality. We are doing all of
the renovation ourselves. This
journey has already had its mil-
lions of ups and downs, but I
wouldn’t change it for the world. 

Almost every married couple
that I encounter is always prompt
to encourage me by saying “If your

marriage can make it through
building a house together, you can
make it through anything.” I
thought that was a rather pathetic
piece of advice, really.

But now, as the days go by and I
am having emotional meltdowns
over late nights of driving in a
skid steer, wall placements and at-
tempts to agree on a new bath tub,
I can now only pray that these
days are making our marriage
stronger. And I know that it is. I
might not be getting the black and
white floral printed bathroom tile
that I would’ve wanted, but it is. 

Now that we have a home of our
own, I can’t wait to fashion it in
such a way that make our guests
think that our house was straight
out of a Home and Garden TV
fixer upper episode. 

Even though the work is hard,
we agree, disagree, and I have to
wear manly clothing, it’s nothing
that a little bit of spit, lipstick and
love won’t fix.

Courtney Critchfield is the 
director of marketing and 

communications with the Newton
Area Chamber of Commerce.

If your marriage can make it through a house build…

CONVENTIONAL WISDOM

MICHAEL LUNSFORD

HOME ON THE CHANGE

COURTNEY CRITCHFIELD

proud of the love we put
into raising them. We’re
worried it’s not quite
enough.

So what is a good way to
commemorate this not-
young, not-old birthday?
Who knows. But I settled
on combining things that
resonate with me right
now: health, discipline,
calm and restoration. I
skipped the cupcakes (well,
mostly) and did a yoga
practice every day for the
45 days leading up to my
birthday. 

Life changing? Nope. But
it kept my old-lady tendini-
tis at bay, reminded me to
stand a little taller and
conditioned me to breathe
deeper. 

I also chose that because
of the word “practice.”
There’s no mastery, no fin-
ish line. You start, you do
your best to slowly work
through inflexibility, you
fall over, cuss your imbal-
ance, stand up and try
again. And then you try
again.

Shelley Plett is a graphic
designer for Kansas Pub-

lishing Ventures.

PLETT
From Page 6

Drought is old hat in southwest Kansas.
After a brief reprieve last year, the region again finds

itself mired in painfully dry conditions.
Along with obvious damage to crops—wheat in partic-

ular needs moisture—dryness again poses a threat to
property and people.

Firefighters who work diligently to put out grass fires
always deserve credit for their tireless efforts.

They know exceptional precipitation last year wasn’t
enough to eliminate the danger of grass fires that al-
ways have the potential to consume Kansas acreage and
destroy homes and other structures.

Wind only makes such situations more volatile. A
wind-driven grass fire can chew up hundreds of acres in
minutes.

Red flag warnings recently issued by the National
Weather Service mean critical fire weather conditions
are occurring, or could soon. A combination of strong
winds, low relative humidity and warm temperatures
contribute to dangerous fire activity.

While warnings help alert Kansans to the challenge,
common sense is the key. Anyone who starts even a
small, contained fire should know just one spark can set
off a blaze.

Tossed cigarettes are another obvious hazard. Sparks
from a barbecue or lawnmower can trigger a serious
fire. Ditto for burning even small piles of grass, twigs or
other cuttings.

Grass fires easily were ignited recently at a time local
weather data showed scant precipitation in the past
month, with the total well below normal for February.
For the year, the total still edged the normal amount
year-to-date, but that won’t hold much longer without
some moisture.

Mother Nature deserves all of the blame for the nag-
ging lack of precipitation and resulting drought condi-
tions. But it’s rare when a lightning strike or other
natural factor causes a serious grass fire, as people are
by far more responsible in causing the vast majority of
blazes that threaten property and lives.

No one should be caught off guard by current arid
conditions in this part of the country. Be vigilant; we
don’t need more reminders of the peril when careless-
ness and dry weather combine.

—The Garden City Telegram

Say what?

I’m selfish, impatient
and a little insecure. I
make mistakes, I am
out of control and at
times hard to handle.
But if you can’t han-
dle me at my worst,
then you sure ...
don’t deserve me at
my best.

Marilyn Monroe
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HOW TO RUN

AN ANNOUNCEMENT
Announcements in Newton Now

usually run for $10 with a photo
and about 200 words. 

Send your birth, engagement, an-
niversary or wedding announce-
ment to wendy@harveycounty-

now.com with the copy you would
like to run and a high resolution
photo at from 150 dpi to 300 dpi.

If you have any questions about
announcements call: 316-281-7899. 
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came regular. I wanted to be in
shape and be back to where I
was before that. It was almost
like discipline for myself. I can-
not eat this item, and I have to
get up at this hour, and I need
to drink all this water. That is
how my day goes.”

Over the course of the last
year Horton, has shed a lot of
weight and is living a new life
filled with energy. But it isn’t
hard to look back at the way
things used to be. There is al-
ways a reminder of a time that
wasn’t so good when she get on
social media.

“With Facebook now they
have these little reminders that
pop up every once in a while,”
Horton said. “I can look back
and be like, I was always tired.
If my kids would want to go out-
side it would be like, ‘Go in the
backyard, because I don’t want
to go outside with you in the
front yard.’ Just things that you
let go only because you didn’t
have the energy or you were de-
pressed all the time.”

After living in that rut, she fi-
nally had enough. She knew
John and Tamara Shaw be-
cause they both had kids who
swim. And after having tried
every fad diet around with little
or no success, she went to Shaw
Fitness Solutions for another
approach.

It was an approach that
stuck. In the gym, she found a
morning workout class of 10
people who became a family.
With small classes, everyone
knew each other and cared
about the progress being made
as a group. She found accounta-
bility with everyone, from John
on down to her workout group,
not only noticing but asking her
why she was gone if she missed
a workout. 

“We are pretty family there,
at least in our 5:30 class,” Hor-
ton said. “Yeah, we can be bru-
tally honest, but we know that
we are just screwing around or
that we are just supporting
each other. So, yeah, you might
walk into that class and you
might hear some laughter and
some cussing, but we are get-
ting the job done, and we al-
ways come back for more.”

For John, he has found that
the small groups work well with
women who feel empowered in
the community setting. It pro-
vides a place for women to be
able to get in to weight training
without the intimidation. With
circuit strength training, partic-
ipants in the group can push as
much weight in as many reps as
they can in a timed period. It
makes it possible to jump right
in without feeling like they
have to get in shape before they
can get in shape. It is a system
that doesn’t leave participants
behind, regardless of fitness
level or even physical limita-
tions due to things like age.

“Anybody in any condition
can come into class at any pe-
riod of time and still feel like
they fit in,” John said. “I do cir-
cuit strength training time, so if
Linda does 10 reps in 30 sec-
onds and Martha does 20, when
I say time, it doesn’t matter, be-
cause everyone is done. Nobody
is standing around looking
around, ‘Why is it taking Linda
so long to finish?’ And so that
has kind of spread, and that is
the reason why I am staying in
business is because people enjoy

that because they can come in,
in any size, shape or condition.”

Horton would be the first to
tell you that, regardless of what
shape you are in entering the
program, it is not easy. John
was honest with her from the
start about a level of soreness
she was going to have to endure
and get over.

But she stuck with it. And
soon enough, the soreness kind
of became something she looked
forward to because it meant she
was making progress. It meant
she was doing something right.
The workouts started to become
a source of euphoria, because
she was accomplishing some-
thing she had set out to accom-
plish.

“You are sore, but you are
happy because you have in-
creased all your endorphins,”
Horton said. “If you are leaving
the gym and you are still feeling
really negative about it, then it
is because you are working out
because you feel like you have
to do it. The doctor said you
have to do it and you are not en-
joying it.”

Horton set a goal for herself
to get to within a healthy body

mass index weight in 18
months. With her workout
group, she hit that goal in 11
months. It is still a constant
battle to fight off the urge for
ice cream and other junk food.
But the change has become em-
powering. Saying no to old life
habits reminds her of the time
when she didn’t think she could
do it. It helps her to spread the
word with other people who
might not feel like the change is
possible.

“You have to want it bad
enough,” Horton said. “And
sometimes it is not even that. It
is just that you have to be dedi-
cated enough, because I always
wanted to make a change. I al-
ways wanted to lose weight. But
it is the dedication to stay with
it. And it is a constant fight. It
is not just one day a switch flips
and you are good to go. You are
always debating in your mind,
‘Is it worth it? Look where I am
now. Look where I want to be.’
Yeah, I’m glad it is gone. I like
being able to run around with
my kids or do just about any-
thing: run up and down the
stairs for laundry and it’s not a
big deal.”

HORTON
From Page 1

fashioned into a clock.
“It’s hard to win,” he

said. “But in the end of
the day, it’s a God-given
talent. It’s a God-given
talent of who can make
the most perfect rabbit.”

That day in April,
Brown said there were
more than 800 rabbits at
the event, representing
the best in the country.

“They’re down to 10,
and it’s called best of
breed,” Brown said about
when his white satin fe-
male rabbit was chosen.
“It’s where they’re picking
the champion.”

At the event, three
judges were brought in to
pick the champion, Brown
said, and each judge got
three votes in three point
values—a 6, 3 and 1. The
first judge gave Brown a
6, the second judge, a 1,
and the third judge, a 6.

“As soon as he gave me
a 6, everybody started
clapping,” Brown said, be-
cause even though at least
another rabbit still
needed judged, there was
no way it could’ve beaten
Brown’s.

He said when he was
sitting there, he was re-
ally nervous. That one
moment represented a lot
of work in Brown’s life,
and he believes he has a
talent for raising award-
winning rabbits.

“As you go through life,
you’re gonna have a tal-
ent,” he said. “You can ei-
ther do it or throw it to
the dogs. I’m not good at a
lot of things but good at
this. And that’s why I do
it. It’s my strong suit.
That’s why I do it—to
make rabbits better.”

Brown started showing
animals—pigeons to be
exact—in 1956 because of
his father.

“’cause my dad raised
’em, and I would tag
along,” Brown said. “I had
a few of my own, and I
started raising ’em.”

Back then, youth had to
show against adults, so
the competition was
steeper for kids.

“Now, it’s like the
Berlin Wall,” Brown said,
meaning there’s a divide
between youth and adults.
“The real difference in
showing is once you leave
the county fairs and state
fairs and go into open
competition, it’s a whole
different world.”

That includes any kind
of animal, he said, adding
“You are against the best
of them.”

Going against the best
has helped Brown learn. 

“With showing, you
don’t learn by winning,”
Brown said. “You learn by
losing.”

Brown’s mentor for rais-
ing pigeons was Wes
Conover, who lived in
New Jersey, 1,700 miles
away from Brown.

Conover told Brown
he’d be better than him
and win national champi-
onships.

“The student is never
better than the teacher,”
Brown said. “That’s the
truth.”

During Brown’s inter-
view, he imitated his men-
tor, saying Conover used
to smoke with a cigarette
in each hand.

“He said, ‘Chalee. I’ve
been looking for you my
whole life, Chalee,’”
Brown said, because
Conover recognized a gift
in Brown.

Brown doesn’t think he

got better than his men-
tor, but he did get some
national awards.

“I probably went into
rabbits around 2005 after
I stopped doing pigeons,”
Brown said. “I stopped
doing pigeons before
that.”

He quit pigeons because
he became allergic to
them.

“The bloom from the
feathers is what I was al-
lergic to,” Brown said.

Now, he raises, breeds
and shows white satin
rabbits. He said these
satins would be equiva-
lent to quarter horses in
the horse world or an-
guses in the cow world.

“They’re one of the top
four or five breeds because
of the satin fur,” Brown
said.

Brown is quick to show
people how soft and dense
his national award-win-
ning rabbit’s fur is by
brushing it back and let-
ting people stroke her fur.

More than 50 percent of
people showing rabbits
are women, Brown said.

“Like they say in the
golf commercials, these
guys are good,” Brown
said. “And they are ruth-
less.”

People can show in
youth up until their 19th
birthdays.

“Once they turn 19,
they have to go into open,”
Brown said.

There are so many
women in the field, that at
one show, Brown said he
and 23 women were
standing there as winners
of best of breeds. How-
ever, he beat them all and
received best of show.

The national champion
satin show moves around
every year, Brown said,
and he and his friend Jim
Hunter travel the shows
together. Hunter shows
black rabbits.

“We usually go to the
big shows together,”
Hunter said.

Rabbit shows have
taken Brown all over the
northern hemisphere, and
he’s been to every state of
the union except two—
Montana and Maine.

“You see the U.S. and
everything,” he said.
“That’s part of the fun.”

Another part of the fun
is friendly competition at
the events. Most of the
folks who show white
satin rabbits are profes-
sionals, like teachers, doc-
tors and lawyers, Brown
said, adding they have the
best rabbits, and the peo-
ple wear fancy coats with
badges on them.

“They want for noth-
ing,” the former supervi-
sor at Prestressed

Concrete in Newton said. 
Brown said Prestressed

Concrete was always good
at letting him attend
shows.

As they sit around talk-
ing, sizing up the competi-
tion, one of Brown’s
competitors will ask him
what he does for a living.
He’ll tell them stories
about how he folds laun-
dry at Holly Bonton’s
Laundromat (a business
he saw in Chicago once) or
hauls garbage, so they’ll
think he’s no threat.

“I want them to think
you’re not a threat, so it
gives you some time that
they’re going to evaluate
you down immediately, so
they think you’re not a
threat,” he said.

One of Brown’s competi-
tors, a Dr. Benbrooke,
shows all over the world.

“If you gotta show
against Benbrooke, he’s
really wealthy,” Brown
said of his friend. “That’s
the kind of guys you run
up against showing. The
guys from the county fairs
are long gone.”

A rabbit’s show life is
pretty short—from 6
months to 8 months. After
8 months, rabbits are sen-
iors, Brown said, adding
their life spans are from 4
to 5 years.

All of Brown’s rabbits
are related.

“If there was as family
reunion, they’ll all get to
come,” Brown said.

Those competing are se-
rious.

“It’s like a Miss America
contest,” Brown said.

Rabbits are judged on a
variety of things, like
depth (they should be as
tall as they are wide), fur
and type. 

“You want ’em like a
ball,” Brown said.

He demonstrated by
putting his award-win-
ning rabbit into a ball. He
said they don’t want the
rabbits’ backs to slope
straight down. In addi-
tion, all the rabbits have
to have a tattoo of their
numbers in their left ears.
His national award-win-
ning rabbit didn't have a
name—just a number in
her ear.

“You can either name
them or number them or
whatever,” he said. “I do
both.”

Brown said he mainly
names bucks but not the
does, and he enjoys show-
ing and raising rabbits.

“It gets in your system
like whisky, and I don’t
drink,” he said. “It’s pretty
addicting. It’s not a team
sport, I’ll tell you that. It’s
hard to win a national
championship in any-
thing.”

RABBITS
From Page 1
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The award-winning rabbit has a tattoo of her number in her ear. 

tell they were quads, we
couldn’t go 20 feet without
getting lots of attention,”
Brendon said.

Another number is 22,
since it took 22 staff mem-
bers, doctors and nurses to
deliver the babies at
Boone County Hospital in
Missouri. At the time of
the babies’ births, the cou-
ple resided in Prairie
Home, Mo., and this was
only the second time
quadruplets were deliv-
ered at that hospital.

“Two months before the
babies were born, they
were going through the
motions of preparing for
the delivery of the quads,”
Brendon said.

Since the hospital was a
teaching hospital, there
also were students watch-
ing.

“[Brendon] told me they
were actually fighting for
window space,” Emily said
about the students observ-
ing the deliveries.

However, even if using
numbers to describe the
Crawfords’ lives, their
lives don’t just come down
to numbers. There’s a lot
of love in the household,
from how the kids play to-
gether to watching Bren-
don rock one of his sleepy
daughters to the easy, fun
way Brendon and Emily
joke with each other.

It was a busy household
on Friday evening, as
Emily made dinner for all
five children while Bren-
don took care of a tired
daughter and answered
numerous phone calls.

All of this would not
have been possible with-
out the fertility treat-
ments Emily went
through for all the chil-
dren, as she had in-
trauterine insemination.
After they had their old-
est, when they were ready
to have another child, the
Crawfords returned to the
fertility doctor, Emily
said.

“It only took us three
weeks with the quads,”
Emily said, adding a week
after her procedure, she
looked like she was nine
months pregnant. Her fer-
tility doctor took one look
at her and said she was
going into the hospital.
She had retained a lot of
fluid because of all the
hormones in her body.
After she was released,
she went to see her doctor
the following day, getting
an ultrasound and finding
out there were four babies.

“He’ll tell you it was
shock,” Emily said about
what Brendon would say.

“Shock, excitement and
worry,” Brendon added,
saying there was the fi-
nancial concern. “It was
just a whole mixture of
emotions.”

“How does a parent say
they can parent four ba-
bies at one time, let alone
with a 2-year-old?” Emily
said.

They’ve had a lot of help
with church family,
friends and family.

“We had a lot of church
family,” Emily said. “Even
though we were in the
middle of nowhere, there’d
be little old ladies who
would drive out and hold
babies for me.”

In addition, Emily has
what she calls her God-
family. Her mom passed
away when Emily was 6,
and a family took in
Emily, her brother and
her sister as their own.

“All of them were just

fabulous to us,” Emily
said, adding some of them
drove a long way to pick
up their oldest daughter
or visit a couple of days a
week to help out or give
the Crawfords a date
night.

“Family was very sup-
portive,” Brendon said.

Birthday
The babies were born

two months before their
due date, which was Dec.
31, on Oct. 29 and spent
31 days in the Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit. They
went home on Dec. 1. The
reason the babies were de-
livered early is because
Emily had a rare condi-
tion called HELLP, where
the body attacks the liver.

“There’s always a risk to
the mother to carry four
babies,” Emily said.

The brother and sisters
were delivered by C-sec-
tion with the fertility doc-
tor on Emily’s right,
holding her hand, and
Brendon on the left. None
of the babies weighed
more than 4 pounds with
Grason at 3.6 pounds,
Morgan at 3 pounds 1
ounce, Adriene at 2
pounds 12 ounces and Lil-
lian at 2 pounds 1 once.

Emily wanted the ba-
bies to be healthy, so she
quit her restaurant job
when she was 18 weeks
along. She planned to
work as long as she could,
but some customers told
her their daughter lost her
twins from working too
hard while pregnant.

“They came to me and
said, ‘Don’t let that hap-
pen to you,’” Emily said.

Thirty minutes later,
she called her husband
and asked, “Can I quit?”

Leaving her job gave
Emily a chance to spend
time with Madelyn before
the four babies came, and
Emily is glad she had that
time with her.

“Our world definitely
got rocked,” Emily said,
adding she was never on
bed rest or in the hospital
throughout her preg-
nancy, so that wasn’t a
challenge.

However, the Crawfords
do find some things chal-
lenging today.

“The biggest one for me
at any age is finding time
to spend with each one in-
dividually,” Emily said.
“Even in the beginning to
sit and hold your baby,
and we had a 2-year-old
that was starving for at-
tention.”

The couple, like most
couples, balances school,
family and work. Emily is
a full-time student at
Hutchinson Community
College and watches the
children while Brendon
travels a lot with his job
as a fire sprinkler fitter.
They’ve lived in Newton
two and one-half years,
and the quadruplets are in
the same preschool class.

Their big sister Made-
lyn, a first-grader, was
quite honest about what
she thinks of her siblings,
echoing thoughts of sib-
lings around the world.

“They’re annoying,” she
said. “They make my head
hurt. They were too loud
downstairs whenever I
was playing piano.”

She also teaches them
things, like gymnastics.

“They copy a lot of my
stuff,” she said.

The Crawfords’ typical
day starts out with Bren-
don going to work and
Emily taking care of the
children and doing her col-
lege courses, since she’s
taking 19 hours this se-
mester.

“It’s really busy seven
days a week,” Brendon
said, adding he’s home
three days a week and is a
hands-on dad.

Things aren’t so routine
in the household these
days, and they like it that
way.

“When they were ba-
bies, everything was very
routine,” Emily said, since
the nurses at the hospital
had the quads on a feed-
ing schedule, which the
Crawfords used once they
got home. After the chil-
dren were out of diapers,
the scheduling went by
the wayside, as they were
tired of schedules.

Along with the chal-
lenges come the blessings.
Brendon said those in-
clude having a large fam-
ily, and Emily said she
loves all their different
personalities.

“Each one of them ab-
sorbs the world in a differ-
ent way,” she said, adding
Grason is all boy and
Adriene is very person-
able.

“She loves to talk to
people,” Emily said. “She
likes to learn. She also
likes to have her time and
her space.”

Morgan has her own
characteristics.

“Morgan is our
princess, not in a bad
way, not an attitude way,”
Emily said, adding Mor-
gan loves purses and
dressing up. “Lillian is
our helper and our busy
body.”

“Very hands on,” Bren-
don said about Lillian.

The quads also have a
connection.

“They have this bond
between them that you do
see,” Emily said, adding if
one is upset or hurt, they
check on that one—espe-
cially Grason. “He’s very
attuned to his sisters.
He’s always the first to
say, ‘Are you OK, sister?’”

They really seem to love
each other.

“If one of the kids or
half go to a relative’s, the
next day, they greet each
other like they haven’t
seen each other in a
month,” Brendon said.
“They’re very connected.”

QUAD
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Quadruplets, from left in front row, Lillian, Grason, Morgan and
Adriene, were born two months early and seem to be quite healthy at
the age of 4. In back is their big sister Madelyn, 6.
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Marie Arlene Bachman
Morford, 86, went to her
eternal rest on Sunday,
March 5, 2017.

Marie was born Oct. 21,
1929, in Derby to George
Edward and Bertha
(Wear) Bachman. The sec-
ond oldest of six children,
she attended Cathedral
High School, graduating
in 1947. She married
Galen Everett Morford on
Nov. 16, 1949, and moved
to Newton in 1951.

Marie worked in the in-
surance business in New-
ton at Benfer Insurance,
then Central Agency, and
office manager and li-
censed representative for
the State Farm Agency. In
addition to her regular 8-5
employment, she was an
employee of the Wichita
Eagle for 31 years, deliv-
ering the morning paper
until she was 81 years of
age and had to retire be-
cause of a broken hip.

Marie has been an ac-
tive member of St. Mary’s
Church and School and
the Catholic Diocese of
Wichita since moving to
Newton, serving as the di-
rector of Religious Educa-
tion for St. Mary’s, as
adviser for adult religious
education, regent for the
Daughters of Isabella St.
Joseph’s Circuit, state re-
gent and treasurer. 

She is survived by her
children, Stephen (Tonya)
Morford of Wichita,
Cheryl (Ed) McMillan of
Newton and Phillip
(Stephanie) Morford of Wi-
chita.

A loving grandmother,
she is survived by eight
grandchildren, Josh Mor-

ford of Wichita, Matt
(Lori) Morford of Valley
Center, Meghan (Jason)
Landwehr of Wichita,
Mekila Morford and
Krystina McMillan of
Newton, Sean (Catherine)
McMillan of San Antonio,
Samuel (Karalee) McMil-
lan of Englewood, Colo.,
Gregory (Isaura) McMil-
lan of Tulsa, Okla., and
Jennifer (Stephen) Res-
tine of Rockport, Texas,
and 19 great-grandchil-
dren. She also is survived
by her sisters, Lois (Leon)
Brown of Wichita, Judy
(Jay) Lindell of Texas and
Gerald (Norma) Bachman
of Wichita, and numerous
nephews and nieces. 

She was preceded in
death by her parents and
two brothers, George
Bachman Jr. and Donald
Bachman.

Recitation of the Holy
Rosary will be said at 6:30
p.m. Thursday, March 9,
at Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.

The Mass of Christian
Burial will be at 10:30
a.m. Friday, March 10, at
St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in Newton.

Graveside and inter-
ment services will be at 2
p.m. Friday, March 10, at
the Calvary Cemetery in
Wichita. Friends may call
after 1 p.m. Thursday,
March 9, at the funeral
home. A memorial has
been established with the
Stations of the Cross at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church,
and contributions may be
sent to Broadway Colonial
Funeral Home, 120 E.
Broadway, Newton, KS,
67114.

MARIE MORFORD
Emma M.

(Owens) Nu-
gent, 92, died
Wednesday,
March 1,
2017, at Via
Christi St.
Francis in Wi-
chita. She
was born Dec.
30, 1924 in
Offerle to Joshua and
Strausie (Simmons)
Owens.

She retired in 1984 from
the District Engineering
Department of the South-
western Bell Telephone
Co. in Dodge City. She
was an active volunteer
with Red Cross and New-
ton Medical Center, and
she served on election
boards and many civic
clubs.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Owen K. Nugent; her par-
ents; brother, David

Owens; and
sister, Opal
Washington.

Survivors in-
clude her
nieces, Judy
(Eddie)
Daniels of Wi-
chita, Kathy
(Brad) Carter
of Wichita and

Pamela (Don) Fairchild of
Maize. She also is sur-
vived by several great-
nieces and nephews and a
host of cherished friends.

Memorial service was
on March 3 at Newton
Christian Church, with
Pastor Doug Ingmire pre-
siding. Graveside commit-
tal service was March 3 at
Maple Grove Cemetery in
Dodge City.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Newton Chris-
tian Church in care of
Petersen Funeral Home in
Newton.

EMMA NUGENT

Brenda
Jernberg, 82,
passed away
on Tuesday,
Feb. 28, 2017,
at Homestead
of Halstead.

She was
born Oct. 12,
1934, in
Columbus,
Ohio, to Cleome and Lu-
cille Burns.

She was a 1952 gradu-
ate of Greeley High
School in Greeley, Colo.,
and was a longtime resi-
dent of Wheat Ridge,
Colo., where she and her
husband, Nathan, raised
two sons. 

She moved to Halstead
in February 2016 to be
closer to family.

Survivors
include her
sons, Dale
(Joy) Jernberg
of Burrton and
Jeff (Jannea)
Jernberg of
Katy, Texas;
four grandchil-
dren, Erin
(Lish) Leonard

of Mulvane, Nick (Becca)
Jernberg of Katy, Texas,
Josh (Jess) Jernberg of
Lakewood, Colo., and Jen-
nifer (Phil) Gibson of
Waco, Texas; and nine
great-grandchildren.

She will be laid to rest
next to her husband in
Wheat Ridge, Colo.

Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton is in charge of
arrangements.

BRENDA JERNBERG

Elizabeth
Ann Baker,
92, passed
away on
Wednesday,
March 1,
2017, in Wi-
chita.

Elizabeth
was born on
July 26, 1924,
in Mittelfischach, Ger-
many, to Friedrick and
Lisette (Brenner) Hub-
man.

Elizabeth married Bob
G. Baker on Feb. 4, 1946,
in Newton. He preceded
her in death.

Elizabeth moved to the
United States from Ger-
many at the age of 2. She
was raised on a farm 18
miles east of Newton close
to Burns. After her family
was raised, she was em-
ployed by the Newton
School District in food
service. Elizabeth’s faith
and church were very im-
portant to her. She
demonstrated that to her
family and set a good ex-
ample for them to follow. 

She is survived by her
children, James and Mary
Anne Baker, John and
Mary Helen Baker, and

Diane and
Danny Cain;
brother,
Richard Hub-
man; sister,
Rose Mary
Miller; 23
grandchildren;
28 great-
grandchildren;
and four great-

great-grandchildren. 
She was preceded in

death by her parents,
Friedrick and Lisette
Hubman; brother, Fred
Hubman; son, Don
Charles Baker; husband,
Bob Baker; and nephew,
Lloyd Murl Miller.

Funeral services were
March 6 at Zion Lutheran
Church in Newton. Inurn-
ment followed the service
at Greenwood Cemetery
in Newton. A public visita-
tion was March 5 at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home in
Newton.

The following are sug-
gestions for memorials:
Zion Lutheran Church,
225 S. Poplar St. Newton,
KS, 67114; and Lutheran
Hour Ministries, 660
Mason Ridge Center
Drive, St. Louis, MO,
63141. 

ELIZABETH BAKER
David Lee Hayes, 73,

died Tuesday, Feb. 28,
2017, at the Harry Hynes
Memorial Hospice Center
of Via Christi Regional
Medical Center-St. Fran-
cis Campus in Wichita.

He was born on Jan.
16, 1944, in Rocky Ford,
Colo., the son of Chester
and Ila Allen Hayes.
David was raised and at-
tended schools in the
Stinnett and Borger,
Texas, area.

David married Sandra
Lee Moffett on Dec. 1,
1973, in Clovis, N.M.
They lived in the Amar-
illo, Texas, area until
2010, where they were
very active and enjoyed
traveling, square danc-
ing and competition clog-
ging.

He owned and oper-
ated the D.L. Hayes &
Co. RV Sales and Texas
Land Yachts for many
years in Canyon, Texas.
David and Sandra moved
to the Wichita area five
years ago.

Survivors include his
wife, Sandra of the home

in Goddard; his mother,
Ila Mae Hayes of Borger,
Texas; son, David Lynn
Smith of Deer Park,
Texas; daughters, Donna
Montgomery of Santa Fe,
Texas, and Sharla
Collins and husband
Aubrey of Goddard; three
brothers, Donnie of
Fritch, Texas, Dennis
and Terry Hayes, both of
Borger, Texas.; one sis-
ter, Janice Sepulvda of
Stinnett, Texas; eight
grandchildren, Amber,
Reece, Cassiday, Kristin,
LynDe, Lane, Landyn
and Lexye; and two
great-grandchildren,
Riley and Jamison.

David was preceded in
death by his father;
brother, Danny; and sis-
ter, Jonnie.

Memorial services
were Saturday, March 4,
at the Riverview Baptist
Church in Borger, Texas.

Condolences may be
left at www.broadway-
colonialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.

DAVID LEE HAYES

Annabel Lee Orman,
90, died on Saturday,
March 4, 2017, at Newton
Presbyterian Manor. She
was born on April 18,
1926, in Osage County,
Mo., to Leona (Mask) and
Adolphus Tharp. 

Annabel married
George Patrick Burns,
and to this marriage was
born a son, John Burns.
George passed away in
1984 after 42 years of
marriage to Annabel.

Later in life, Annabel
married Clarence
“Shorty” Orman. After 10
years of marriage
“Shorty” passed away.

Annabel retired from
Boeing in Wichita after
31 years. She spent the
majority of her lifetime in
Wichita until her health
required her to move
closer to her son John in
Newton.

She is survived by her
son, John Burns, Newton;
four grandchildren, Chris

and spouse Sheila Burns,
Newton, Brian Burns,
Newton, Nikki and
spouse Ward Willis, Hal-
stead, and Chad and
spouse Jennifer Burns,
Halstead; one brother,
Robert and spouse Velma
Tharp, Colorado Springs,
Colo., seven great-grand-
sons; one great-grand-
daughter; and nieces and
nephews.

Preceding her in death
were her parents; her
spouses; three sisters;
one brother; and two in-
fant daughters.

There will be private
family services.

Memorial contributions
may be made to the Our
Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church, in care
of the funeral home at
120 E. Broadway, New-
ton, KS 67114.

Friends may sign the
book online and read the
obituary at www.broad-
waycolonialfh.com.

ANNABEL LEE ORMAN

Charlotte
R. (Leap)
Rutschman,
96, died
Tuesday,
Feb. 28,
2017, at
Wesley Hos-
pital in Wi-
chita.

She was
born Nov. 28, 1920, in
Furley to Corbit C. and
Stella (Bachelder) Leap.
She married James D.
Rutschman on May 14,
1944, in Furley, and he
preceded her in death.

Charlotte was a mem-
ber of Bethel College
Mennonite Church in
North Newton. She was
a first-grade school-
teacher for 38 years. She
had a passion for teach-
ing children, which con-
tinued after her
retirement.

She is survived by her
son and daughter-in-law,
Roger and Shari
Rutschman of Newton;
grandchildren, Kathleen
Rutschman of Newton
and Blake Solomon of
Phoenix, Ariz.; and
great-grandchildren,

Mikayla
Cordero of
Petaluma,
Calif., and
Nicholas
James
Antonowich of
Newton.

Charlotte
was preceded
in death by

her parents; husband;
brother, Richard Leap;
and sister, Capitola
Simpson.

Graveside committal
service will be at 9:30
a.m. Saturday, March
11, at Greenwood Ceme-
tery in Newton. A memo-
rial service will follow at
11 a.m. at Bethel College
Mennonite Church in
North Newton, with Pas-
tor Dawn Yoder Harms
presiding. Visitation will
be 5 to 9 p.m. Friday,
March 10, at Petersen
Funeral Home in New-
ton, with the family re-
ceiving friends from 6:30
to 8 p.m. 

Memorials are sug-
gested to Bethel College
Mennonite Church in
care of Petersen Funeral
Home.

CHARLOTTE RUTSCHMAN

Lois
Bethene
(Eichel-
berger)
Regier was
born Jan. 11,
1931, in
Strang, Neb.,
to Joel V.
and Katie
Lauber
Eichelberger and passed
away Saturday, March 4,
2017, at Kidron Bethel
Village in North Newton.  

She was preceded in
death by her husband, J.
Stanley Regier; parents;
stepmother, Mabel (Gin-
gerich) Eichelberger; and
nine siblings.

She is survived by two
daughters, Cathy (and
John) Irwin and Rebecca
Osterman; grandchil-

dren, Kati
and Joe Irwin;
sister, Ila
Dennis; and
two sisters-in-
law, Nancy
Eichelberger
and Eunice
Regier.

Following a
private burial,

a memorial service oc-
curred March 7 at Bethel
College Mennonite
Church, North Newton.  

Memorials may be di-
rected to the Chaplain’s
Fund for Visiting Fami-
lies at Kidron Bethel Vil-
lage, 3001 Ivy Drive,
North Newton, KS
67117.

Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton is in
charge of arrangements.

LOIS REGIER

Friday, March 10
TBD—NHS Girls Basketball at State Semifinals (if

necessary). Expocentre, Topeka.
9:30 a.m.—Spring Toddler Story Time. Newton Pub-

lic Library.
9:30 a.m.—Harvey County Association of Retired

School Personnel Meeting. Sunflower Room, Newton
Recreation Commission, 415 N. Poplar St.

10 a.m.—Bethel College Softball at McPherson
Tournament.

10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton
Public Library.

1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert.
Grand Central.

3 p.m.—Bethel College Tennis at Baker University.
4:30 p.m.—Bethel College Cheer at NAIA National

Championships.
6 p.m.—Friday Night Games. Grand Central.

Saturday, March 11
TBD—NHS Girls Basketball at State Finals/Third

Place (if necessary). Expocentre, Topeka
9:15 a.m.—VITA Tax Assistance. Newton Public Li-

brary.
9:30 a.m.—Bethel College Men’s Tennis vs. Okla-

homa Baptist University. Bethel College.
10 a.m.—Bethel College Cheer at NAIA National

Championships.
1:30 to 3:30 p.m.—Carrot Wreath. $30 in advance or

$33 at the time of the class. Register at Gathered
Goods, 625 N. Main. 

2 p.m.—Bethel College Softball at McPherson Tour-
nament.

7:30 to 10 p.m.—Spring Musical: The 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee. Bethel College, Kre-
hbiel Auditorium, 300 E. 27th St., North Newton.

Monday, March 13
All Day—Grand Central Billiards. Four competition

quality tables available for use Monday through Fri-
day at Grand Central.

10 a.m.—Blood Pressure Check. Grand Central.
11:45 a.m.—Friendship Meals. Call (316) 283-2222

for reservation. Monday through Friday at Grand
Central.

1:30 p.m.—Golden Notes. Call at (316) 283-2222 to
schedule a performance. Grand Central.

4 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Newton Public
Library.

4:30 to 6 p.m.—Youth Art and Painting. Ages 5 to
14. $28. Newton Recreation Commission, 415 N.
Poplar.

6 p.m.—VITA Tax Assistance. Newton Public Li-
brary.

6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members
and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

7 p.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton Pub-
lic Library.

7 p.m.—Beginners Square Dance Class. Grand Cen-
tral.

7 to 8:30 p.m.—Jazz Combos 1 and 2 and Bethel
College Jazz Ensemble. Mojo’s Coffee Bar, 300 E. 27th
St., North Newton.

7 p.m.—Newton Board of Education Meeting.
McKinley Administrative Center, 308 E. 1st St. 

Tuesday, March 14
10:30 a.m.—Bingo. Grand Central.
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Craft Handwork. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert of

Park City. Grand Central.
6:30 p.m.—Papercrafts and Coloring. Newton Public

Library.
6:30 to 8 p.m.—Newton Bible Christian School

Open House. 900 Old Main St. 
7 p.m.—Round Dance. Grand Central.
7 p.m.—American Legion Post Meeting. Nomination

of Officers. American Legion Post 2, 400 S. Spencer
Road.

7 to 9 p.m.—City Commission Meeting. City Hall.

Wednesday, March 15

9:15 a.m.—VITA Tax Assistance. Newton Public Li-
brary.

9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.—Bethel College Life Enrich-
ment. Krehbiel Auditorium in Luyken Fine Arts Cen-
ter, Bethel College.

1 p.m.—Cards/Games. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool for Women. Ken Fast

teaches billiards using Steve Mizerak’s complete book
of pool. Donation of $1 per week. Grand Central.

3:30 p.m.—Master Builders LEGOs. Newton Public
Library.

6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Club St. Patrick’s
Day Special (bierocks and cabbage roll). Members and
guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd. 



Wichita State President
John Bardo spoke at the
Newton Chamber Leader-
ship Luncheon on Tues-
day. First things first, he
said that a football pro-
gram was not off the table
for WSU but had not seen
anyone commit capital to
make such a program pos-
sible, and he did not name
any names for any sort of
conference realignment in-
volving WSU. 

Now that all that's out
of the way, he gave a pres-
entation on leadership
aimed at helping those at-
tending manage people
and better direct the
places they work.

He opened with an ex-
ample of leadership,
speaking about Wichita
State's recent Missouri
Valley Conference champi-
onship victory on Sunday. 

He said if you watched

the game, you could see
the WSU athletes having
fun. But, afterwards, the
atmosphere in the locker
room was quiet and
somber. 

“The leadership wasn't
the win on Sunday but
seeing the kids in the
locker room ready to get to
business,” he said.

Bardo said good leader-
ship breaks down to five
steps. 

The first step is knowing
the direction you want to
go and need to go and
sticking with that direc-
tion. 

“At the end of the day,
you can only be a leader if
someone is interested in
where you're going,” he
said.

Bardo said when he
came to Wichita State he
figured out what direction
the school should go and
put staff members in place
to go that direction. 

Bardo said the next step
is deciding you want to
lead, and that means

being willing to accept the
responsibility of the posi-
tion and being willing to
make hard choices as long
as it follows the direction
one wishes to head. 

Following that, Bardo
stressed the importance of
being values based and
keeping the integrity in
any organization you're a
part of or in charge of. 

He told a story of how,
as president of a different
school, a state legislator
promised him $1 million in
funding for a physical
therapy program if he
placed a certain con-
stituent directly into that
program.

“I went home to my wife
and said, 'I can be bought,
but apparently it's for
more than a million dol-
lars.’”

Bardo said then leader-
ship came down to evalu-
ating what you bring to a
program and if you can
still bring something use-
ful and making sure your
staff and hires align with

the organization’s goals. 
He said, during various

times in his career, he's
had to let people go that
are great people but just
not heading in the direc-
tion an organization has
selected. 

With that system in
place, he said employees
who share an organiza-
tion's alignment have to be
managed far less, and the
decisions they do make
will more often than not be
in line with the direction
of the organization.

The Newton Nitros
swim club is coming up on
a break before the long
course season starts in
April. But the mainte-
nance of the club comes at
a cost, with things like
the hiring of coaching
staff, office members, pool
rental and travel. So in
order to help pay the bills,
the club held a garage
and food sale.

“We have made almost
$1,000,” club vice presi-
dent Stephanie Senn said.
“This was through selling
stuff through the garage
sale and then cinnamon
rolls and tamales. And
there were some people
that donated more since it
was for a charity. That
will help paying for swim
meets and paying for an
assistant coach.”

The idea for a garage
sale came when John and
Tamara Shaw offered up
their gym, Shaw Fitness
Solutions, to hold a sale.
The first sale came two
years ago, and the club
got back to it this year.

The items for the sale
came from the swimmers
and their families, with
things like clothes and
sporting goods. Some of
the families also came
through with food to sell,
with cinnamon rolls and

tamales, which were pop-
ular items.

“I think they said they
ended up pre-selling the
food which I think drew
people into the garage
sale which had them
browse around to hope-
fully purchase some stuff
even,” Nitros head coach
Clinton Bailey said.
“Seems like people have
been leaving a little bit of
a donation, too, which has
obviously been very help-
ful, because as a garage

sale goes, things don’t
price high, so any extra
money is always nice.”

Hosting garage sales to
raise money is something
Bailey remembers doing
when he was a young
swimmer. It was a way
for him to support his
swimming that was as
much a fun bonding expe-
rience as it was work.
Passing the idea on to his
swimmers now provides
the same level of fun
while actively working to

support the club.
As the short course sea-

son finishes up, the team
will get a short mental
break from the sport be-
fore starting the long
course season in April,
which will go through the
summer. And after the
sale, the club will have a
little chunk of change to
get by in the summer
months.

“It sounds like we didn’t
do too bad with the pass-
ing through of people,”

Bailey said. “With a five-
hour garage sale event, it
is hard to hit everybody
that would come nor-
mally. So I thought we did
pretty good for how we
put it all together and
stuff.”
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Patrick Charlsen

Family Owned, Locally Operated, Customer Valued

800-279-8207 / 316-804-4946
ww.charlseninsurance.com

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Hale's Sales and Service
804 SE 125th N
Sedgwick, Ks 67135

Ph# 316.772.5853
Fax 316.772.0043

www.halessalesandservice.com

Hale's Sales as Sales and Servicea
804 S

ww .halessalesandserwww

Fax 316.772.0043
Ph# 316.772.5853

Sedgwick, Ks 67135
804 SE 125th N

.comviceandser

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114

If you can
DREAM IT,
We can 
BUILD IT! 1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114BUILD IT!
We can 

DREAM IT,
If you can

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114

Business Insurance 
Tailored For You.

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

Furniture Warehouse
200 N. Main, Newton  

The Boss is Gone Again!
We’re going to sell this stuff 

regardless the price...

316-283-8536
1-800-439-0271

WHAT HE DOESN’T KNOW WON’T HURT HIM!

HUGE Sale The Week!
Bring your trucks & trailers. Cash Discounts.

Nitros find funding in garage sale on March 4
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
The Newton Nitros swim club holds a garage sale on March 4 inside of Shaw Fitness Solutions. 

WSU President Bardo addresses Newton Chamber
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Wichita State President John Bardo addresses members of the Newton Chamber at a leadership luncheon
held at the Meridian Center. 

Powell earns insurance designation
Casie Powell, assistant

manager for Krueger In-
surance Management, has
been awarded a Chartered
Property Casualty Under-
writer designation for

completing courses and
examinations on risk
management principles,
insurance policy contracts
and coverage analysis. 

Powell has worked with
the agency for 20 years
and lives in North Newton

with her husband and 17-
year-old son. She also con-
tributes to the community
and works as a director
for the Cookie Daze 5K. 

Powell will be honored
in a ceremony in Florida
in September. 

FOR NEWTON NOW

www.HarveyCountyNow.com



Eleven graduate
from leadership program

Shannon Rettig, who
works in marketing and
advertising for Newton
Now, completed the New-
ton Chamber’s Leader-
ship Newton program.

She was one of 11 New-
ton residents to complete
the first year of the pro-
gram after its restructur-
ing.

The other people 10
who completed the pro-
gram include Tracey
Wood, Westar Energy;
Daniel Eells, Newton
Public Library; Belinda
Schuler, Newton Medical

Center; Sal Lujano, First
Bank; James Patton, Vic-
toria Ramirez, Amy
Budde, Citizens State
Bank; Scott Seier, Vogts
Construction; Jake
Nachtigal, Wadell and
Reed; Des Martens, Mir-
ror Inc.; and Ryan Stuch-
lik, Newton Area
Chamber of Commerce. 

“After we learned skills
and stuff to properly han-
dle the situation, every-
one went through their
own personal challenge
and got advice and help
and suggestions on how
to solve it,” Rettig said. 

“It was really useful.”

Democratic candidate
James Thompson

opens campaign office
in Newton

James Thompson,
Democratic candidate for
U.S. Congress campaign
headquarters for Harvey
County is now open. 

It is located in Newton,
606 Main Street in the
lower level of the build-
ing.

Daily hours are Mon-
day, Tuesday, Thursday
from 3 to 8 p.m.; Wednes-
day, Friday, Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.;

and Sunday from 1:30 to
5 p.m.

Yard signs, informa-
tion and volunteer oppor-
tunities are available.

—For Newton Now
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Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

If you enjoy caring
for the elderly, come

be a part of our team!

Diversicare of Council
Grove has openings for

CNAs. Apply at
http://www.dvcr.com

For questions, call Becky
Johnson, RN DON or

Betty Cox RN ADON at 
620-767-5172.

EOE and Drug Free Facility

Full Time Concrete Laborers 
in Newton, Kansas 

M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Previous concrete or construction 

experience is a plus but we do offer 
on-the-job-training as well.

Excellent benefits including health/ 
dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 

retirement, vacation and holidays. 
Please contact the main office at

2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 
an application or 

call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

Prestressed Concrete is seeking

Accepting applications for
the full-time position of Me-
chanic.  This is a 40 hour a
week position and is a non-
exempt position under FLSA.
This position is responsible
for performing equipment
and vehicle maintenance, re-
pair gas and diesel engines,
small engines, and hy-
draulics.  This employee
should possess a strong me-
chanical and technical apti-
tude, with effective
communication and public
relation skills, and pass the
required drug test. High
School diploma or GED re-
quired.  Salary range D.O.Q.
Application deadline March
31, 2017.  Applications and
complete Job Description
may be obtained from City of
Herington, 17 North Broad-
way, Herington, KS 67449,
785-258-2271. EOE.

HELP WANTED:  

MECHANIC

Line ads: $7.50 for
20 words,

then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display: 
$12.75 per col. inch 

(minimum of 1x2 
at $25.50)

Call 620-947-5702 or or email: 
natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Classified Deadline Mondays at Noon

Diesel Mechanic
We are Currently looking for a Diesel Mechanic to work on our 

customer's commercial fleets. We are looking for a computer Literate
person or at least willing to train on our Service System. Mechanical

Experience is preferred but will train the right candidate. Heavy Lifting
is required. We are an International Trucks Dealership with a full 

Service department and parts room. International, Cummins, 
Catapillar engine repair experience is a plus. Transmission Gear 
repair Experience is a plus. Must be willing to work Overtime.

We have an Excellent Benefits Package. 
Please fill out the Application @williamsservice.com on the careers
tab or you can also stop by anytime 7:30a - 5:30p Monday - Friday
and 7:30a - 12:00p on Saturday, and fill out a Paper Application. 

We are located at 1101 Main Street in Florence, Kansas. 66851.
(620)878-4225

PT maintenance person capable of physical labor & 
upkeep of sports complex/park areas. 

Work to begin immediately and includes spring/summer 
season. Pay negotiable based on experience.

Application available online at http://www.cityofhills-
boro.net/application-for-employment.html or at 

Hillsboro City Hall.   

Position open until filled.  EEOE

Accepting applications for
the full-time position of
Equipment Operator.  This is
a 40 hour a week position
and is a non-exempt position
under FLSA.  This position is
responsible for operating
equipment including loaders,
backhoes, & graders; cleans
and maintains city streets,
parks, and cemetery grounds;
snow removal; maintain &
repair equipment.  This em-
ployee should pass the re-
quired drug test. High School
diploma or GED required.
Salary range D.O.Q.  Position
open until filled.  Applica-
tions and complete Job De-
scription may be obtained
from City of Herington, 17
North Broadway, Herington,
KS 67449, 785-258-2271.
EOE.

HELP WANTED:  

Equipment 
Operator

Summer Help
Wanted  

The Herington Recreation
Commission is currently
taking applications for

Summer staff.  
Must be 16 years of age 

and have a current 
drivers license. 

Duties include Field prep,
general maintenance, 

custodial, and supervision. 
Must be able to lift 75lbs.

Please Contact Jason at
258-3577 to get an 

application or for more 
information. 

HELP WANTED: 
Immediate openings in Herington OR at Centre Schools.
FULL OR PART TIME hours providing cleaning services 

in commercial facilities, evening hours.
Motivated individuals apply only by emailing resume to

pam@iservefacilities.com or call 316-321-1995 
to arrange meeting.

Family and Consumer 
Sciences opportunity in
Marion County, office in 

Marion, Kansas. 

See: www.ksre.ksu.edu/jobs
for responsibilities, 
qualifications, and 

application procedure. 
Application Deadline:

3/27/17  

K-State Research and Exten-
sion is an EOE of individuals

with disabilities and pro-
tected veterans. Background

check required.

EXTENSION AGENT

Opening for a Full-time 

position at St. Luke Hospital

Person will oversee:

▪ Quality

▪ Risk Management

▪ Compliance

36 hours per week; 
Benefits included.

Send resume to Human 
Resources Director

St. Luke Hospital and 
Living Center

535 South Freeborn
Marion, KS  66861

Apply online @ www.slhmarion.org

St. Luke Living Center

Part-time RN

12-hour shifts; 
4:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Contact: Janet Herzet, 
Living Center Director
St. Luke Hospital and

Living Center
535 S. Freeborn

Marion, KS 66861
Apply online @ www.slhmarion.org

Local company is looking
for drivers to transport
railroad crews up to a
200 mile radius from

Herington.
Must live within 20 miles of
Herington, be 21 years or

older, valid driver's 
license and a pre-employ-

ment drug screen is 
required. A company 

vehicle is provided, paid
training, and benefits.

Compensation 
is $8.50 per hour.

Apply online at 
www.hallcon.com

Salon Help Wanted
2 positions:

Stylist (able to cut
men’s hair too!) 

& Nail Tech
Experienced & dependable. 

Call Jeanne Penner 
at 620-947-3401 
or 620-947-2248

111 E. Grand Ave, Hillsboro

1 Employment
DRIVERS: Excellent Pay & Benefits 100%
pd. Med Options CDL A or B haz & tank.
Min. 1yr exp EEO Employer/Vet/Disabled
Sun Coast: 855-347-9590. 9-3tp

Homecare worker needed in Hillsboro to
care for my paralysed brother. 6-8 hrs a
day, cook meals, bath, transfer in and out
of bed. No medical background required
but a plus. Please call Lee Clark 316-218-
3069. 10-1tp

2 Merchandise

Wanted
Wanted: Barnwood, old doors, porch
posts & windows. 620-382-6393. 7-4tc

3 Announcements

Garage Sale
Garage Sale: Friday 10th 3pm-6pm, Sat-
urday 9am-12Noon. 3rd House East of
Pizza Hut. 10-1tpPublic Announcement
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Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

4 For Rent

Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rent-
newton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn 

Large 1 Bedroom Apt. Hillsboro for 1 Re-
sponsible Adult. Partially furnished. Quite
neighborhood. May consider obedient
dog. 620-947- 3535 leave a message. 7-
tfn

1 bedroom apartment in Hillsboro. No
smoking, no pets, 620-382-7696. 10-1tc

Homes
211 S. Lincoln. Hillsboro. 4 bedroom, 1
bath Victorian house available immedi-
ately. Kitchen appliances furnished.  No
smoking. No pets.  620-877-7887.52-tfn

2 bedroom house with appliances, CH/A,
located in Hillsboro. 620-245-1648. 7-4tp

Clean and remodeled 2 bedroom apart-
ments avaliable. 110 N. Jefferson, Hills-
boro. $450. Covered parking, central heat
and air. Call 620-343-9800 or 316-772-
2597. 9-9tp

Three bedrooms, new flooring, central
heat, air, detached garage, large yard.
$600. If interested 316-283-4289. 10-1tp

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1600.00 in KC.  $2100.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  
Call 785 655 9430 or go online to 
Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, 
availability & Freight estimates.

Help Wanted
WATER UTILITY GENERAL SYSTEMS MAN-
AGER City of Topeka Plans, directs, and
coordinates Operations and Maintenance
activities for the Water Treatment Plant,
Distribution System, Pump Stations, Towers
and Meter Services.  $76K - $90K DOQ.
www.topeka.org/careers.

Misc.
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BATTERIES
for Life!  Call to start your free trial!  
877-687-4650

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions accepted.
Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-268-9386

Lenders Offering Special Gov’t Programs
for Mobile Homes and $0 Down for Land
Owners. Promo homes with reduced down
payments. Use Tax Refund for additional
incentives. Singles from $39,900. 
Doubles from $59,900  866-858-6862

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Lung Cancer?  And 60+ Years Old?  If So,
You And Your Family May Be Entitled To A
Significant Cash Award.  Call 866-327-
2721 To Learn More.  No Risk.  No Money
Out Of Pocket.

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA 
approved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying
your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan Modifi-
cation? Is the bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner's Relief Line now for
Help!  855-401-4513

Misc.
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 855-850-3904

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL & IN)
(MCN)

A childless married couple seeks to adopt.
Will be hands-on mom & devoted dad. Fi-
nancial security. Expenses PAID. Call Holly
& Tiger. 1-800-790-5260 (ask for Adam)
(MCN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Machinery Consignment Sale, MON., APRIL
3RD, 2017 at 9:00 A.M. Consign early by
Mar. 17, 2017 for complete advertising. No
Small Items, Tires or Pallet Items Accepted
After Friday, Mar. 24. Next Sports & Recre-
ation Sale is May 6, 2017. Gilbert’s Sale
Yard, 641-398-2218. 2 Mi. N. of Floyd, IA
On Hwy. 218. Tractor House Internet Bidding
Available. www.gilbertsaleyard.com (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-
0205 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
TRUCK DRIVERS. CDL-A Company Drivers
and Owner Operators. Great pay and ben-
efits. Driver friendly. All miles paid. Many
bonuses. Home when needed. Nice equip-
ment. Paid weekly. WWW.MCFGTL.COM
Call now 507-437-9905 (MCN)

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 Weekly
Mailing Brochures From Home! No Expe-
rience Required. Helping home workers
since 2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start
Immediately! www.IncomeMailers.net (VOID
IN SD, WI) (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY/UP!Processing Mail
from home! Free Information. Send SASE:
Lists, Box 396, Dept. IA, Springhouse, PA
19477-0396 (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.homebucks.us (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, 
call: 866-871-1626 (MCN)

FOR SALE
FRUIT & NUT TREES. Blueberry, Straw-
berry, Grape, Asparagus, Evergreen &
Hardwood Plants & MORE! FREE catalog.
WOODSTOCK NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95,
Neillsville, WI 54456. Toll Free 888-803-
8733 wallace-woodstock.com (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 1-800-263-4059 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer! FREE BATTERIES
for Life! Call to start your free trial! 855-
982-0724 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613
(MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed.
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed.
No contract or commitment. We buy your
existing contract up to $500! 1-800-919-
3588 (MCN)

Exede satellite internet. Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. 
Call 1-800-712-9365 (MCN)

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming. FREE Install (up
to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR. 
Call 1-800-390-3140 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-800-442-5148 (MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! 
Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock in 2-Year Price
Guarantee ($50/month) w/AT&T Wireless.
Over 145 Channels PLUS Popular Movie
Networks for Three Months, No Cost! 
Call 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card when
you sign up today - Limited time Only. 
CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Attention Roofers and Contractors!! Are
you looking for more income, free time
and/or owning your ownbusiness? Seeking
individuals to apply commercial spray-on
roof coatings. Must be honest, highly mo-
tivated, teachable & reachable. Startupfee
includes training. Serious inquiries only.
Call 1-855-222-1986 today,for more info!
(MCN)

Cell phone bill too high? Call now and see
how big you can save. National 4G cover-
age for less! 855-549-9399 (MCN)

Paying too much for car insurance?Not
sure? Want better coverage? Call now for
a free quote and learn more today! 
855-417-7382 (MCN)

Stop paying too much for cable,and get
DISH today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn
more about our special offers! (MCN)

Have you or a loved one had lung cancer?
Call NOW to see if you are eligible for
compensation! 855-553-4502 (MCN)

DIRECTV starting @ $19.99/mo - HD Chan-

nels + Genie HD DVR + 3 mo. FREE HBO,

SHOW, MAX & STARZ + FREE NFL Sunday

Ticket! Ask about $100 Visa Gift Card. 

1-855-212-3035 (MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out

how to get your free Pills! Price too low to

Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC

TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID

shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! 

Call 1-888-389-0695. 

www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com (MCN)

PERSONALS

MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid op-

erators, just real people like you. Browse

greetings, exchange messages and connect

live. Try it free. Call now: 800-357-4970

(MCN)

Public Announcement

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

MACHINERY CONSIGNMENT 

AUCTION
TURN YOUR UNUSED MACHINERY INTO $CASH$

Consign your equipment to our 
auction on Saturday, April 22, 2017 by calling

VAN SCHMIDT, AUCTIONEER
AT 620-345-6879 OR 620-367-3800

Items must be consigned by April 8, 2017 in order
to be advertised. We will be accepting items 

up until sale day. 
Auction Site:  Goessel, KS

NEWS BRIEFS

GO TO OVER 14,000 HOMES ON OUR CLASSIFIED PAGE! CONTACT NATALIE TO FIND OUT HOW: 620-947-5702
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Jada Berry drives to the basket against Valley Center during the sub-state championship game on March 3 in Newton. The Railers came from
behind to beat the Hornets and punch a ticket to the state tournament. 

Survival
It was a rough finish to

the regular season for the
Newton High School girls
basketball team. After an
undefeated run all the
way into the Newton In-
vitational championship
game, the Railers were
the toast of the state,
ranked No. 1 and gun-
ning for a state title. But
in that championship
game, Bishop Miege
handed Newton its first
loss of the season and
triggered a run of five
losses in the final eight
games that took the Rail-
ers right to the brink.

And, locked in a 22-22
tie with Valley Center
going into the final eight
minutes of the sub-state
championship game, it
was very much in doubt
whether Newton was
even going to make it to
Topeka in the first place.
Having come out on the
wrong end of every close
game down the stretch,
the fourth quarter
against the Hornets gave
the Railers the gut check
of the season.

“We were truly a team
with the season on the
brink,” head coach Randy

Jordan said. “The Miege
loss really set us back,
way more than I thought
as a coach. And then we
had to come right out of
that game and we played
[Salina] Central the next
Tuesday and we lose on a
last-second shot. And
then we go to Central
and we lose in overtime.
And then we lose a close
one to Maize and a close
one to Derby. These kids
were close to giving up.
But their perseverance,
they refused to do that.
They refused to give up,
and that is a credit to
them, because we were
teetering. We were on the
threshold of a season on
the brink.”

Having been pushed to
the limit physically and
mentally made the Rail-
ers strong enough to get
back to the defense that
helped the team with 15
regular season games to
outscore Valley Center
10-3 to get a 32-25 win to
punch a ticket to state.

“Those close games like
at Salina Central and
stuff like that, while we
lost, there was still a pos-
itive,” Newton senior
Abby Schmidt said. “We
were building in the right
direction, and we were so

Newton High School girls advance to state
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Kyndal Bacon draws contact going to the basket against Valley Cen-
ter during the sub-state championship game on March 3 in Newton.
The Railers came from behind to beat the Hornets and punch a
ticket to the state tournament. See GIRLS / 13

Central ends the
season for the
Newton boys

In a single-elimination basketball tournament,
two days can make a world of difference. Over the
course of two days, the Newton High School boys
basketball team went from being on top of the world
to having the season come apart in the final quarter
in Salina.

After erasing a 14-point deficit to beat Valley Cen-
ter 67-62 on March 2, the Railers had the season
come to an end with a 57-41 loss to Salina Central
that saw the momentum run away from Newton in a
hurry.

“The emotions of a single-elimination game are
going to be heightened, and people are going to be on
edge a little bit,” head coach Andy Hill said. “We
kind of let some things take control of us that were
outside of our control there for a stretch. We let our
emotions take over for a while, but I am really proud
of them for how they responded and how they played
all year long.”

The season was a journey of growth for Newton.
With a new head coach entering the season, there
was uncertainty. There was a new way of doing
things that brought a new learning curve. And after
going through the first six games of the season with-
out a win, the Railers weren’t seeing results in their
record.

But Newton just kept working. 
With back-to-back wins against Hutchinson and

Salina South and a close loss against Derby, the
Railers went into the Tournament of Champions in
Dodge City starting to feel like the potential the
team knew it had all along was beginning to come
through. 

The Railers stunned the state on the last day in
January, beating Salina Central. It was a win that
let every potential sub-state opponent know that, in
spite of its record, Newton was going to be a tough
out in the postseason. And it was a win that materi-
alized a confidence the Railers had been sitting on
all season long.

It was a win that started a 5-1 end to the regular
season leading up to the Valley Center game in
Newton.

And in spite of a 14-point third quarter deficit, the
Railers stayed tough in order to take the victory
away from the Hornets with a fourth quarter come-
back for the ages.

“What our coach keeps telling us is we have got to
be the toughest team every time we play,” Newton
senior C’Anthony Kelley said. “We just bring tough-
ness to every game.”

Trailing in the third quarter, Hill took a timeout
to plead for his team to start making a run. They lis-
tened. 

“We were not focused right at that time,” Kelley
said. “So coach just took a timeout and got us all
back together as one, and that is when we just
clicked. Everybody just started playing together.”

And as the Railers started clawing back into the
game, the home crowd at Ravenscroft Gym helped
Newton take the momentum for good by cranking up
the decibels.

“The crowd is us,” Kelley said. “If we don’t have
the crowd, there is no us. We love them. They love
us; we love them. We just did what we had to do in
the second half, and it all came through.”

Following the Valley Center win, the team could
feel the upset brewing with a sub-state champi-
onship game against Salina Central ahead. The
Railers beat the Mustangs in Newton and lost a 51-
47 contest at Central. Newton had every reason to
believe it was a team of destiny that could go from
an 0-6 start to the season to upsetting one of the
best teams in the state on its home floor.

“We were very confident,” Hill said. “We were very
confident. I mean, we split with them and the one
we lost was close. We were right there on the road
on senior night. So I was confident; the guys were

See BOYS / 13

The madness is in full swing on the hardwood
It was a wild four-day weekend

of basketball for Newton. I
think Abby Schmidt pretty well

summed it all up when she said,
“Basketball is such a game of ups
and downs.”

There wasn’t a lot in the way of
thrills for a Newton girls rout over
Andover to open the sub-state tour-
nament on March 1. But, man, did
the Newton boys put on a show
against Valley Center. That was a
game you don’t forget.

When you get into a one-and-
done tournament, things get ampli-
fied. When a team makes a run in
a basketball game, you have to fig-
ure that you can hang on and make
a run of your own eventually. That
faith is hard to hold on to when a
loss means the end. Not a lot of
teams down 14 late in the third
quarter are going to respond. Most
will see the writing on the wall and
start looking to next year. 

Not Newton. The Railers took a
breath and pulled off one of the
most spectacular comebacks you
are going to see. 

It is hard to try to come back
from that many points. It is a long
road. There is no Rock N Jock 10-
point shot to get it all back at once.
It takes one stop, and in this case,
one point at a time. Newton hit 17-
for-18 from the free throw line in
the fourth quarter. Those “free”
ones matter.

And I can’t state enough how im-

pressed I have been with the home
court advantage in Newton. This
crowd gets loud. And it gets loud at
the right times. It is like the noise
is a shot of adrenaline for the play-
ers, and they give it out in heavy
doses when it matters the most.
You could almost see the court tilt.
By the time the Railers took the
lead in the fourth quarter, the
snowball was too big to stop. Valley
Center was in shock. You can’t
blame them.

And then to the girls game the
next night. There was a point in
the season where the possibility
that Newton wouldn’t make it to
state was unthinkable. But after
not getting a single break in a close
game to end the season, it was
tense in a close game with Valley
Center. 

There were moments when
Randy Jordan himself couldn’t
bring himself to watch. A Railer
defensive breakdown would leave a

Hornet shooter wide open from
deep, and before the shot could go
up, Jordan would turn around,
stare at the floor and grimace. 

You couldn’t blame him.
The thing about Newton’s five

losses, is that there is not really
any shame in any of them. They
were all close losses to teams that
qualified for state. It is just that
after having everything go your
way in bunches at the beginning of
the season, to have nothing go your
way at the end is draining. It all
happened at once in a short
stretch. It was only human nature
to feel like it might happen again
against Valley Center.

But it didn’t. There was some
magic left over in that gym, and
Newton pulled together to earn a
spot at state. It is the only thing
that matters after the girls got
knocked off their throne a little bit.
Those losses matter for seeding
purposes, but when you look at
that bracket, the seeding doesn’t
really matter when there isn’t a
bad team there.

In the boys championship game,
it figured that snowball would keep
right on rolling into Salina and
Newton could get into state with a
10-12 record. There are a lot of
weak sub-states out there that will
water down some of these state
tournaments. But Newton wouldn’t
have been one of those teams had

DROP THE MIKE

MIKE MENDEZ

See MIKE / 14

Lolar and McCartney land
in Kansas Pro Indoor
Football Hall of Fame

March 25 will be a big day for Bethel College head
football coach Morris Lolar and defensive line coach
and former Thresher player James McCartney. Dur-
ing halftime of the Wichita Force game, the two will
be inducted into the Kansas Pro Indoor Football Hall
of Fame. Lolar is in as the head coach of the Wichita
Wild who won a championship in 2013 with McCart-
ney on the team, and McCartney made it back-to-
back Wichita titles, winning in the first season of the
Force in 2014.

“It is something that I am still kind of soaking in,”
McCartney said. “I have never been really big on
awards. It is always a great accomplishment to my
football career but, the Hall of Fame, that is still
soaking in a little bit. It kind of reminds me of col-
lege. Typically linemen don’t get many honors. But
then to get two-time defensive player and then also
All-American was a pretty good honor for a lineman.
The Defensive Player of the Year, that was kind of
probably unheard of for a lineman to get that.”

Go out to a Bethel College on a fall Saturday and it
won’t be hard to spot, or hear, Lolar. He is the one
making sure that the message lands with volume
and passion. It is something he learned going all the
way back to Wichita South High School playing for
head coach Brian Byers.

“It was fiery,” Lolar said. “I was young. You
couldn’t tell me anything. I’d rather run up the hill

See FOOTBALL / 13
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NEWTON
316-283-0700

1601 W. 1st St.

ONNEWT
 1st St..WW.1601 

316-283-0700
ONNEWT

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30-5:30; 
Sat. 8:00-3:00; Closed Sunday

Fix it up for Spring!

Power 
Tool 

Clearance
Sale!

Limited
Time
only!

Get in
here

NOW!

Choose your spring
decking needs now!

Trex or Fiberon 
Decking Materials

NMLS#: 791580

Newton  North
1225 N. Main

(316)283-3035

Newton  South
2315 S. Kansas Ave
(316)283-7478

Newton Wal-Mart
1701 S. Kansas Ave
(316)283-7350

theCSB.com

April 1, 2017
9AM - 11AM*

West Parking Lot of the Hesston branch
201 N. Main, Hesston, Kansas

Free Customer Shred Day

* OR UNTIL TRUCK IS FULL
LIMIT: 3 BOXES PER HOUSEHOLD

(316)283-3035
 Main.1225 N

thwton  NorNe

(316)283-7350
evAAv Kansas 1701 S.

tal-Marwton WWaNee

(316)283-7478
evAAv Kansas 2315 S.

wton  SouthNe

Monday's Harvey
County Commission
meeting took place with
the absence of Commis-
sioner Randy Hague, who
was dealing with severe
family medical problems. 

Grassland fire dangers
brought forth an immedi-
ate burn ban proposal by
Emergency Management
Director Gary Denny due
to Harvey County's high
fire index rating. 

"Each one of the dan-
ger categories has a nu-
merical index. The
highest category is at 50
and above. Our rating
today in Harvey County
is a 97. Barton County is
137," Denny said.  

Commissioner Ron
Krehbiel agreed with the
proposal. 

"We should have done
the burn ban yesterday,
as far as I'm concerned,"
Krehbiel said. Commis-
sioners knocked on wood
while thanking that
there has not been a fire
in Harvey County yet. 

"Our resources are al-
ready depleted, as are all
of the surrounding
areas," Denny said. 

Recent increases in fire
danger and the poor out-
look for precipitation by
the end of the week al-
lowed for the motion to
pass unopposed, calling
for an immediate seven-
day burn ban.

Deteriorating bridges
across the county are
still a large concern for

the commis-
sioners, as
five bridges
are in need
of repairs.
Road and
Bridge Su-
perintendent
Jim Meier
hopes to
save money by looking at
finding a contractor for
the work, due to the cur-
rent economic conditions
which have led many
contractors to aggres-
sively look for work. 

"All of the bridges will
be done by one contractor
hopefully. But it won't be
required," Meier said. 

One bridge that is just
Southwest of Pleasant is
over 100 years old and
falling apart. 

"It has eroded under-

neath and has had to
close currently," Meier
said. 

Commissioner Chip
Westfall is especially
eager to start repairs on
the bridges due to a doc-
umentary that detailed
the failing infrastructure
of many U.S. bridges. 

"How much money is
out of our pocket for
this?" Krehbiel asked. 

Currently there are no
projected costs, although
it did cost $38,000 for in-
spection of 278 bridges.
Commissioner Westfall
said he wasn’t as con-
cerned with the cost.

"It is just something
we need to live with and
do,” he said.

Formal bid documents
will be brought forth to
approve at a later date.   

Meeting was adjourned
at 10:47 a.m.

ETC.
Halstead agreed to as-

sist Sedgwick County
with their lack of EMS
permit. As of midnight
on March 4, Halstead
EMS is covering Sedg-
wick County calls, al-
though not as a
permanent solution. A
meeting will take place
after June 30 discussing
future plans

Motion for KDHE
grant application was
passed, which requested
$266,022.69 to help with
child care licensing pro-
grams, chronic disease
risk reduction, maternal
and child health, public
health emergency pre-
paredness, and state for-

mula. 
The Harvey County

Economic Development
Committee reported to
commissioners on cur-
rent successes within
Harvey County and plans
in 2017 to work with a
retention program to
help local businesses. 

Ninety-six disc golfers
attended a tournament
held at Camp Hawk. 

Zachary Phillips was
appointed to the Parks
Advisory Board. This will
be his third term. 

Dave Anderson was ap-
pointed to the Prairie
View Advisory Board
from 2017 to 2020

The county approved
paying their weekly bill
for $100,238.14, $7,822 of
which went to suppres-
sors for police force rifles. 

Harvey County commission approves burn ban, talks bridges
BY ETHAN BIRDWELL

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

confident. I think we
showed that in the first
half; we just didn’t get
enough stops.”

The Railers couldn’t
have asked for a much bet-
ter start against Central.
The Newton defense left
the Mustangs cold from
the field, and the Railers
had a 10-5 lead after the
first quarter. At the half,
Newton took an 18-16 lead
into the locker room.

But in the third quarter,
Central passed Newton
and took a 31-24 lead. But
the Railers had been in a
worse situation a couple of
days earlier, trailing Val-
ley Center 48-37 after
three. But where Newton
came together against the
Hornets behind the energy
of the home crowd, Cen-
tral rode the momentum

and emotion to run away
from the Railers.

As the gravity of the
clock ticking down on the
season started magnifying
every bucket and every
call that didn’t go New-
ton’s way, the game un-
raveled.

While the season came
to an end at the hand of
the team that will be the
No. 2 seed at state, it was
a hard pill to swallow for a
senior class that had felt
invincible after beating
Valley Center. But in the
first year of a new pro-
gram with Hill, they have
poured a solid foundation
for everything that will
come after they are gone.

“Those seniors left their
hearts and souls,” Hill
said. “Those seniors are
everything to us, and they
showed us the way and
how to do things the right
way. They have great
heart and great work ethic

and great leadership.
Newton High School will
forever be indebted to
them for what they did for
us.”

And for a team that had
as rough a start to the sea-
son as they could have
had, to come together like
it did with a chance to
play a state championship
hopeful for a trip to
Topeka will be something
the Railers can remember.

“We are not going to be
able to see a lot of the posi-
tives tonight,” Hill said,
“but as we get some dis-
tance from this, I think we
are all going to be able to
look back on it with a lot
of pride for the way we
stayed with it and the way
we kept believing in each
other. To start 0-6 and
then you are 3-10, to
bounce back and finish the
way that those guys did
says a lot about who they
are.”
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close. These two games re-
ally showed how bad we
want it.”

Making the state tour-
nament will be nothing
new for this group of girls,
having been to Topeka in
each of the last two years.
But making it out of the
first game has been a prob-
lem. Newton lost to Leav-
enworth in the first round
in 2015 and 2016. 

So, of course, this year
the first round opponent
will be Leavenworth again.

It is a game the girls

have prepared for all sea-
son. It was part of the rea-
son there was a retool in
the scheme. Since coming
off the floor in a 42-40 loss
to the Pioneers, everything
Newton has done has been
for the purpose of getting
over the Leavenworth
hump.

Having had to fight from
behind with the season on
the line against Valley
Center, the Railers will be
going to Topeka with a re-
gained confidence. And for
the seniors, the feeling of
having to make an early
exit isn’t something they
want to repeat.

“It is very sad,” senior

Megan Akers said. “I defi-
nitely don’t want to repeat
that this year. Especially
since it is our senior year.
We are going to practice
hard. I can just feel with
this team that we have so
much potential we just
have to work really hard in
practice and use it.”

This season, there will
be a big complement of ex-
perience on the Newton
bus making the tip. Not
only has the team played
on the stage before, but
this team has been
through a ringer of ups
and downs. There isn’t a
lot Newton hasn’t experi-
enced in a season that has

made everyone stronger.
“I grew more spiritually;

I grew as a coach coaching
this group of kids,” Jordan
said. “And people don’t
know what they experi-
enced. Only us in the pro-
gram. But it was difficult.
And we are a poster child
for perseverance. They are.
It could have went the
other way. Their leader-
ship, Abby and Megan,
their leadership kept
things together. And we as
a coaching staff had to
keep challenging them. It
was hard because I had to
be really hard on them to
keep challenging them to
not give up. I kept telling

them that this moment
will be so sweet because of
what you endured getting
here.”

Leavenworth is a tough
test out of the gate, but
where some state tourna-
ments can get watered
down with weak sub-
states, the 5A girls bracket
is loaded from top to bot-
tom. All of the top four
seeds, No. 1 Maize, No. 2
Leavenworth, No. 3
Aquinas and No. 4 Schla-
gle have a 19-3 record.
DeSoto has the worst
record at 15-7 to be one of
the strongest No. 8 seeds
in the state. There isn’t an
easy out in this tourna-

ment, and a state title will
be hard earned.

But after having to come
out of the stretch Newton
went through late in the
season, the team is happy
to be a part of it in Topeka.

“We are coming,” Jordan
said. “We are coming to
Topeka; that’s all I can
say. I don’t care who we
play. I think these kids are
confident, and there is no
better feeling for a coach
than to take a confident
team to Topeka. Regard-
less of who we are playing,
there are only eight teams
there, and we are one of
them. We will see what
happens.”
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than jump on the bus and
let the bus take us up the
hill. You look at it now and
he was right more than I
was right and there is no
question about that. Even
a lot today, that is still the
same. It is the same thing
with dads and moms and
uncles. What I tell people
is that at some point that
stupid on my forehead is
going to disappear.”

His relationship with
Byers was one that contin-
ued at the college level
when he played for him at
Friends. Byers helped pre-
pare him to make the final

cut of the Kansas City
Chiefs training camp and
on to a career in the Cana-
dian Football League,
where he won a Grey Cup.
It was a relationship that
helped Lolar get into
coaching where, with the
Wichita Wild, he met up
with defensive lineman
James McCartney. To-
gether, Lolar and McCart-
ney helped the Wild
become one of the best
arena teams in the league
and won a championship
in 2013.

Relationships that Lolar
has like the one with Byers
mean a lot to him. The re-
lationship he formed with
McCartney is one that con-

tinued on at
Bethel Col-
lege. 

“In the
early stages,
Coach Mc-
Cartney was
just power
and OK, you
know what,
my quickness and I am
just going to use my ath-
letic ability,” Lolar said.
“Coach [Paul] Savage got
him and taught him the
game, and he has come a
long way. That is where
that came from. It was
like, you know what, he is
a young coach, he asks
questions, he wants to be
better, not only on the field

but off the field and he
wants to learn this game.
What better guy to have?
He is familiar with this
community. He played out
there on this field. That is
a no brainer to bring him
in and be a part of the
staff. And the type of coach
that I am, if you play for
me, then I will do every-
thing I can to make sure
that you can continue play-
ing, or you can continue to
have this fire, this football
game a part of your life if I
can do anything for you on
that.”

Both Lolar and McCart-
ney have been through the
pressure cooker of profes-
sional football careers. It is

a world where you are
fighting for a job every day
with nearly every other
football player in the world
who is dying to have your
roster spot. And they are
working non-stop to take
your job from you. Many of
them have more talent.
But keeping the mentality
of accepting the challenge
and doing everything pos-
sible to continuously get
better carried both Lolar
and McCartney through
their professional careers.

“It is exciting because
every year when we come
into camp, they bring in
the next four or five guys
who are supposed to re-
place me,” McCartney

said. “It helps keep that
competition sparked and
makes me get better. I
know there for a while
when I first started they
would bring in some guys
who had some resumes.
And I’d be nervous. Like
this guy played Div. I, he
was with the Denver Bron-
cos in the preseason and
ended up getting cut, I
might not make it past
this. But it comes down to
I was smarter than they
were. They might have
been more physically tal-
ented but I was a smarter
football player. I just had
to find different ways to
adapt myself to be a better
athlete.”

FOOTBALL
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Lolar

Krehbiel

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
The Newton High School boys basketball team celebrates a come from behind win over Valley Center in the
first round of sub-state on March 2 in Newton. The Railers erased a 14-point deficit to beat the Hornets and
advance to the sub-state championship game in Salina. 



the Newton area as a whole.

Breaking down the costs
Erin McDaniel of the City of

Newton said that the city does
fund the Meridian Center in
part to offset its operating costs,
but the goal one day is to have
the convention center revenue
neutral. 

The payments for the build-
ing's construction, which aver-
age $232,551 annually, are paid
for in two ways. Part comes from
a special taxing district the
Meridian Center, the Holiday
Inn Express and the now empty
restaurant occupy. The other
part comes out of the city's bed
tax fund.  

In five years since 2012, the
city has transferred $930,000 to
the Meridian Center for opera-
tional expenses. The money
transfers are paid for in part by
a one-percent sales tax for eco-
nomic development. 

However the number varied
widely each year, with the city
transferring $75,000 to the fund
in 2016 and $50,000 to the fund
in 2014 and $375,000 in 2015.
Meridian Center General Man-
ager Michael Lunsford said that
number has less to do with vari-
ances in revenues and more to
do with the city maintaining cer-
tain amounts of money in re-
serve funds. 

According to the City of New-
ton's 2017 budget book and addi-
tional numbers from a letter
between City Manager Bob
Myers and Kemper Sports (the
company that manages the
Meridian Center), the confer-
ence center on its own has
recorded net revenue increases
the last four years, growing from
$292,627 in 2013 to $360,068 in
2016. 

During that time, the gap be-

tween expenditures and actual
Meridian Center revenues has
decreased each year, from
$193,000 in 2013 to $68,000 in
2016.

“Things are going good,”
Lunsford said. “We've been in a
transitional phase recently with
staff. But we've replaced great
people with equally great people.
We've been busy.”

Lunsford said, outside of rev-
enue growing, attendance has
also been growing over the last
six years. 

Last year, the Meridian Cen-
ter saw an attendance of 17,710,
according to Lunsford, and
hosted 224 events, compared to
193 events and an attendance of
15,727 in 2012. 

Seventy-four percent of events
were corporate in 2016, 12 per-
cent of events were associations
and 14 percent were social. 

Lunsford said that attendance
and revenues were a better way
to gauge performance than
event numbers, as some events
don't draw as many people as
others. He said that, in the fu-

ture, the Meridian Center would
continue to work on booking the
best events it could to maximize
efficiency. It's more profitable
from a staffing standpoint to
have two events of 400 com-
pared to eight events of 100 peo-
ple. 

“We want to continue to maxi-
mize efficiency while booking
events,” Lunsford said. 

The impact of the 
Meridian Center 

Lunsford said 46 percent of
event attendees at the Meridian
Center come from outside of the
county. And, in his opinion,
those event goers have a direct
impact on the economy, be it
spending the night in a hotel,
getting gas, going to a restau-
rant or buying goods and serv-
ices. He said those visiting also
could decide to stay in the com-
munity after being given a rea-
son to come to Newton. 

And as for the local attendees,
which total 54 percent, Lunsford
said they also spend money, but
they also use the center as an

amenity. 
It's open for holding business

events and social events. It hosts
community events as well as
Sunday Brunch, Easter and
Mother's Day dinners and com-
munity fundraisers, which
Lunsford said the center often
helps out in kind as exchange for
being named an event sponsor. 

“Name anyone in the commu-
nity who does a fundraising
event, and it’s probably been
held at the center,” Lunsford
said. “We’re proud of that.”

He said that this year the
Meridian Center has 15 commu-
nity events, such as Mother's
Day and Easter dinners, on
schedule.

“When we opened the facility,
we wanted it to be a place for
community to use,” he said.
“Conference centers are a com-
munity amenity.”

Lunsford also added that the
15,000-square-foot facility has
managed to be successful by
providing top-notch customer
service. He said staff members
go through intensive training on

how to deal with people and how
to provide the best experience
possible at the facility. 

“If you don't genuinely care
about making other people
happy, you shouldn't come to
work here,” he said. “We hire
people who care about making
other people happy.”

As a result, Lunsford said the
company had the highest cus-
tomer satisfaction score within
the entire Kemper Sports for
2015 and records scores much
higher than industry average. 

Future plans
Lunsford said that eventually

growth numbers will level off for
the Kemper and that the chal-
lenge becomes to look for more
sources of revenue to increase
the bottom line. 

The center was holding
monthly brunches, drawing a
crowd of about 70. The Sunday
brunches will now be held each
week in the community. 

He said he has a few other
ideas of increasing revenue,
though he wasn't ready to make
those public until they are final-
ized. 

Lunsford said that he believes
the Meridian Center is on the
right track and provides the city
of Newton with a service that
also helps bring money into the
community. 

“It's important as another
amenity to showcase the capa-
bilities of the community. It's
important for members of the
community to hold events and
have special memories. It's im-
portant to my staff, because
they have nice place to work
and be proud of.  It's another
tool in our toolbox to say we're a
progressive community. We
have the Y, Sand Creek, the
hospital, the Holiday Inn and
the Meridian Center. If they
know nothing else about our
community, they see nice
things.”

the Railers beaten a two-
loss Central team to do it.
And they were on track to
get the job done in the
first half.

They just got a taste of
what Valley Center must
have felt in Newton. It
was just unstoppable. For
the seniors, it hurt. It
hurt badly. Having the
season end wasn’t going to
be easy in any event. But
they were close. They

were about to prove to
everyone in the state they
were every bit as good as
they had been saying all
along.

But maybe they did
that anyway. And the
torch the seniors pass is
bright. You can bet these
guys are going to be tough
next year.

Mike Mendez is the
sports editor for the New-

ton Now and can be
reached by e-mail at

mike@harveycountynow.co

m and followed on Twitter
at @MendezNewtonNow.
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20% off all 
2017 ram 1500 crew cab slt big horn

2017 RAM 1500

   $19,999 after Discount

2017 jeep patriot latitude 4x4

no appointment necessary

OPEN SAT.
TIL 5:00 PM

$99
DETAILING
STARTING 

AT
contact OUR service 

depARTMENT

Free Alignment 
& battery 

check

drive in and get a

NO CHARGE, NO APPT$1
buy 3 tires
get 
one 
for

MSRP 
$20,490 KRANZ BEST PRICE $16,999

2016 dodge dart sxt SPORT

MSRP 
$22,020 KRANZ BEST PRICE $18,999

2017 jeep renegade

60
NEW VEHICLE

MODELS!

140
USED VEHICLES 

IN STOCK!

kranzfamily.com

� Fluids Topped Off
� Tires & Tire 
    Pressure Checked
� Alignment Checked

� Charging System 
    Checked
� Wipers Checked
� Brakes Checked

MSRP 
$26,690
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FILE PHOTO BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
In the summer 2016, a crowd of more than 600 gathers at the Meridian Center during a legislative forum hosted by Newton Now.


