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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
A tearful Excel Industries employee Megan Cross, right, of Newton gets a hug from Nan Bergen of Moundridge just before
the candlelight vigil starts Friday night in a park near Excel in Hesston. 

Staff Editorial

“When I was a boy and I
would see scary things in the
news, my mother would say to
me, ‘Look for the helpers. You
will always find people who are
helping’.”– Fred Rodgers

One man’s abhorrent actions
killed three people and
wounded 14 others last week.

We can't begin to understand
why, but he made the decision
to end his story.

But the stories of his victims,
of their families, of those who
rendered aid, those stories will
continue in our hearts for years
to come. We must carry those
stories. Those are the stories
that matter.

Because, while one man
made a horrible selfish deci-
sion, hundreds of other people
made a decision to help.

Hesston Police Chief Doug
Schroeder ran inside the Excel
building as the shooter fired
upon him and ended the
shooter’s life. He saved count-
less people. He made the deci-
sion to help.

Excel employees pulled their
friends from the building, made
makeshift tourniquets from
shirts in freezing weather and
evacuated the building. They
made the decision to help.

Hesston Police Sgt. Chris
Carter barreled to the scene in
his pickup truck and ferried
wounded to medical services.
He made the decision to help.

Alice Jantz, who lives near
Excel, opened her door and
bathroom to emergency respon-
ders and donated her sewing
scissors so they could give med-
ical aid. She made the decision
to help, as did all of the emer-
gency responders.

The shooting ended. The
scene cleared.

Through the week, coun-
selors worked to help victims
in Newton, Hesston and at
local schools. People talked
through their pain and prob-
lems. They made the decision
to help each other as did
the hundreds who showed up
Friday night in a park in Hes-
ston. They cried, grieved,
hugged, prayed and sang as

they helped each other. On
Sunday, a crowd packed the
gym for a prayer service, and
local pastors tried to address
the sorrow and give hope to
broken hearts. 

Those who will give aid,
prayers and thoughts in days
to come, they too will make the
decision to help.

In life, we can’t control the
actions of others. But we can
control how we react.

We have the capacity for
such evil as human beings. It’s
a capacity that we witness
every day, and it terrifies us,
or worse, paralyzes us with
disappointment or apathy.
Some give up hope. Some give
into despair.

But we human beings are
not one-sided. We have an
equal, if not greater, capacity
to give and to help.

We saw that on display this
week.

So much pain came out of
one man’s decision. But love
was there to swallow it up.
Against a dark backdrop of
tragedy, the love only glowed
brighter.

And let it never stop glow-
ing. Let all those who perpe-
trate acts of evil, who seek to
inflict pain, to take the lives of
innocent people, let them see
our love. Let them see it swal-
low their hate. Let them see
that their story shall be forgot-
ten, but the memories of those
we loved, our neighbors our
family, our friends, will live on.
The memories of a community
coming together and lifting it-
self up in a time of suffering,
these memories will live on.
These memories are those
made in life and not in an act
of death.

“We’ve seen this before,”
Carter said. “We had torna-
does. We’ve been blown off the
map. We’ll pick up the pieces
and move on.”

Damn right. 
The helpers move us for-

ward.
Love moves us forward.

- Newton Now editorial
board

LOVE MOVES 
US FORWARD

Area responds to shooting

By Sunday afternoon only a dusty
truck remained in the parking lot
across from Excel Industries in Hes-
ston. The city of satellite television
vans had dispersed.

Birds chirped and a child rode a
scooter on a nearby sidewalk, enjoy-
ing the unseasonably warm Febru-
ary day.

Ridge Road had opened, with no
more emergency triage center or
crime scene blocking it. 

Hesston had begun to look like
Hesston again, the town known for
its lawnmower and farm implement
factories. Prior to Thursday the com-
munity founded 130 years ago had
yet to see a murder. It claimed only a
tornado 25 years ago as a recent
calamity. 

Yet yellow tape fluttered in the
breeze outside the lawnmower fac-
tory. Four Excel shirts hung from

Kurt Horst listens during the Harvey County Community Service of
Sorrow and Hope on Sunday, Feb 28, at Hesston High School. Horst
gave the meditation.

A COMMUNITY HEALS
Hesston, Newton grieve after tragic shooting at Excel Industries killed four, injured 14 last week

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Emergency workers gather across the street from Excel Industries after the scene had calmed following a shooting
last Thursday. Authorities responded to the shooting that killed three people within minutes. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See RECOVERY / 10

Newton Fire/EMS chief Mark Willis credits
fast response times, wide agency cooperation,
the work of Excel employees and recent active
shooter training for helping save lives during
the Excel shooting.

When Mark Willis, Newton Fire/EMS chief,
heard the first shooting call at 12th and Merid-
ian at 4:57 p.m. last Thursday, he began moni-
toring radio traffic. He heard the next shooting
call further up on Old Highway 81.

Civilians, planning, response
time all helped in saving lives

ANATOMY OF A TRIAGE

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See TRIAGE / 10



Renee Benjamin, 30, died Thursday, Feb. 25,
at Excel Industries in Hesston.

Photos of her smiling with friends are scat-
tered on her and her partner's Facebook page.
Also on her page, she posted the following meme:
“Thought of the Day: Your value does not de-
crease based on someone's inability to see your
worth.”

“I didn't know Renee all that well,” former co-
worker Travis Smith posted on Facebook. “I
could probably count the number of times we
talked on one hand. I do remember she was nice
to me when we did talk, and I remember always
seeing her working (really hard). I know she had
[…] to be good people because one of my friends,
who trusts no one, trusted her. Help out if you
can.”

The help Smith is referring to is a funeral
fund set up for her at
www.gofundme.com/q3rjwa2z. As of Tuesday,

March 1, $1,115 had been raised
of the $10,000 needed. Her serv-
ices will be at noon Thursday,
March 3, at Potter's House
Church, 417 E. Second in Wi-
chita. No other obituary informa-
tion was available at press time,
and the name of the town she
resided in also has not been avail-
able.

Benjamin has been described as a giving per-
son, as she would give you the shirt off her back
if you needed it, friends and family said Friday,
according to an Associated Press report.

Through tears, Dominique Woods remembered
her partner of three years and the others whose
loved ones' lives were taken with the release of
helium balloons at a candlelight vigil Friday
night in a park near Excel Industries, the report
stated.

“I am trying to explain my pain to people,” AP
reported Woods saying. "She was a really good
person; she loved everybody.”

A co-worker, Ryan Bartel, said Benjamin "al-
ways had a ready smile,” the AP article stated.
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A shooting spree beginning in
Newton and ending in Hesston
left three dead and 14 wounded
Thursday.

Cedric Ford, 38, an employee
at the Excel Industries, opened
fire around 4:57 p.m. Feb. 25
near Meridian and 12th Street
at a vehicle, wounding its

driver. He then traveled up the
road to Old Highway 81, driving
into oncoming traffic, causing
his and another vehicle to go
into a ditch. He wounded that
vehicle’s driver, stole their sil-
ver pickup truck and continued
to Excel Industries, where he
opened fire in the parking lot,
wounding one. 

He then continued into the
building, wounding other em-
ployees at the plant and killing
three people, Renee Benjamin,

30; Joshua Higbee, 31; Brian
Sadowsky, 44.

Hesston Police Chief Doug
Schroeder responded to the at-
tack, entered the building and
took the shooter’s life around
5:23 p.m. The shooter was
found to be carrying an AK-47
type semi-automatic assault
rifle and automatic pistol. 

Harvey County Sheriff T.
Walton said the shooter was
served with a protection from
abuse order at the plant at 2:15

p.m., hours before the shooting,
stemming from domestic vio-
lence against a victim in Wi-
chita. Walton said he thought
the abuse order to be the trigger
of the rampage. 

According to the sheriff’s of-
fice, the shooter had a history of
domestic violence, including an
arrest in Newton in November
2008 on felony battery and dis-
orderly conduct charges. He
was also arrested in July 2010
for DUI and obstruction. 

Since the shooting, Sarah T.
Hopkins, a Newton woman has
been charged with unlawfully
and knowingly transferring
guns to the shooter.

The charge alleges Hopkins
knew to shooter to be a con-
victed felon and gave him an
AK-47 type semi-automatic as-
sault rifle and a Glock model 22
40-caliber handgun. The charge
carries a maximum penalty of
10 years in prison and a fine up
to $250,000. 

Shooting leaves four dead, 14 wounded
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

So far the Community Re-
sponse Fund to benefit those
impacted by the recent shooting
in Hesston has raised more
than $15,000 as of Thursday,
according to Susan Lamb, direc-
tor of the Hesston Community

Foundation.
The HCF is organizing the

fund and has finalized.
According to the foundation,

it has set up an expendable
fund that will immediately be
available for organizations help-
ing individuals or families im-
pacted by the event. 

In a release it stated:
“The purpose of THE COM-

MUNITY RESPONSE FUND is
to direct funds to help those im-
pacted with needs in such areas
as: Basic Needs (food, shelter,
utilities), Mental Health/Coun-
seling, Education/Training,
Medical/Health, and Equip-

ment/Technology. Hesston Com-
munity Foundation will distrib-
ute financial resources through
area partner organizations who
are highly equipped to evaluate
and serve our population.”

To support this effort, the
HCF is accepting contributes
online as well as via personal

checks payable to Hesston Com-
munity Foundation with ‘Sup-
port Fund’ added to the memo.

To donate online, visit HCF’s
website at http://hesstonfounda-
tion.org/, or to donate by mail,
send checks to Hesston Commu-
nity Foundation, PO Box 399,
Hesston, KS, 67062.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

More than $15,000 raised to help shooting recovery

Brian Sadowsky's sense of
humor, honor, sincerity and
dedication stand out with his
family and friends.

The 44-year-old Newton resi-
dent was murdered on Thurs-
day, Feb. 25, 2016, when a
co-worker at Excel killed two
others and wounded at least 14
during a shooting rampage that
ended where they both
worked—at Excel Industries in
Newton. 

About an hour before he was
killed, Sadowsky was promoted
to Raptor Auto Tech, according
to his obituary from Broadway
Colonial Funeral Home in New-
ton. He also was a safety repre-
sentative for a variety of
departments at Excel, and he
may have died trying to protect
others. No official word on this
has been released, however.

“I, too, heard he was trying to
get people to safety and was
helping one of the shot victims
when he passed,” said Chris
Dale Weber, a co-worker.

A former co-worker of five
years, who had known Sad-
owsky for 20 years, heard a
similar story when he attended
the candlelight vigil Friday
night in Hesston.

“What I heard was one of the
welders went down and he had
ducked behind something and
went to help him and was shot,”
Travis Smith said.

Weber said he first knew Sad-
owsky when he worked at
AGCO in Hesston, adding he
met him and had seen him
many times before that and
helped Weber get a job at Excel.

“He was always the guy who
helped you out in any way he
could,” Weber said. “He has al-
ways been a positive influence
in everyone's lives. He could
talk (trash) with the best of the
best; the guy had no filter. If
you needed the hard truth,
that's what you got. If you
needed the careful shoulder tap
talk, that's what you got.”

Weber said Sadowsky could
read people like a book.

“Brian was thought of by so
many as a big brother, a really
big brother,” Weber said. “That

man was tall!
God got the best
quality of the
human race on
2/25/2016 when
he pulled Brian,
Renee and Josh
from our lives.”

Weber said
Sadowsky was

the laser nester at Excel.
“Brian will be truly missed

for all time,” Weber said.
Wendy Meadows, Sad-

owsky's cousin, also said she'll
miss him.

“I'll miss you and your sense
of humor,” she wrote on Face-
book.

She also recalled the first
time she met her cousin.

“He and Aunt Loretta came
out to California to visit our
grandmother,” Meadows said.
“We nearly came to fists be-
cause he kept threatening to
step on Grandma's chihuahua,
Poncho, or kick my dog. What
my 12-year-old self did not
know was that he was joking. I
can look back and can laugh at
that memory now.”

Another person, Kyle
Baymiller of Newton, appreci-
ated Sadowsky's sense of
humor too.

“Even though he had a
coarse wit, he managed to set
most people at ease with it, as
he had no pretense about
being a smart guy and wise
from tough lessons,” Baymiller
said. “I just kinda know him
from a distance—we talked oc-
casionally. Everything he did,
he did it with a gusto—he was
all in.”

Sadowsky's wife, Violet,
shared some information, as
supplied by Broadway Colonial
Funeral Home.

“Brian was the most amaz-
ingly caring and loving hus-
band and father,” Violet said
in the obituary.

Smith also spoke highly of
Sadowsky, saying he helped
people get their lives back to-
gether and would give the
shirt off his back to others.

“I would say if you didn't
know him before, all you had
to do was talk to him for 30
seconds, and you'd know what
kind of person he was,” Smith
said. […] “For as crass as he
was, he had a very big heart.”

Sadowsky had full life
before being cut short

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Sadowsky

Benjamin

Benjamin described as hard worker, giving
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Josh Higbee will be honored during a private
family service, according to KWCH.

Higbee, 31, of Buhler was one of three people
killed during a mass shooting Thursday, Feb.
25, at Excel Industries in Hesston.

In an Associated Press article, it stated the
Excel Industries welder was a devoted father,
and enjoyed fishing and cars.

Sister-in-law LaShonda Hinson told the Wi-
chita Eagle that Higbee “was taught to be a very
loving, kind man” and that he adored his 4-
year-old son.

His brother, Nathaniel Hinson,
said in the article Higbee was
known as a “Mr. Fix-It.”

Higbee joined the Hinson fam-
ily at age 2, when he was
adopted, the Eagle stated.

“Josh you touched many lives,
and all of us will miss you so very
much, and we will never forget
you,” Sarah Bowlby of Spring-

field, Mo., commented on Higbee's obituary at
legacy.com.

Eva Bernal of Salt Lake City wrote, “May his
soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.”

A memorial has been established in Josh's
name via www.GoFundMe.com.

Higbee

Higbee remembered as kind, loving
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

The Newton High School cheer and dance
squads wanted to help any way they could after
last Thursday’s shootings in Newton and Hes-
ston.

The idea was offered by Haley Southern to
the high school spirit club on Twitter to sport
red stripes of face paint at Friday night’s game
against Maize. Cheerleader Emmaleah Smet
couldn’t have been happier to offer her support.

“I think it’s really important,” Smet said.
“We’re both small towns. Who would have
thought something would happen here?”

A few of the students in the Ravenscroft Gym
student section joined in as well. The cheerlead-
ers’ and dancers’ face paint was featured most
prominently, as each girl wore two red stripes
on the left side of their face.

“I think it’s really cool to do something to
show support because of what happened,” Smet
said. “I think it’s great that we’re coming to-
gether, being able to support each other in this
time of need.”

It was odd to see the students wearing red on
a night the Railers took on Maize, whose school
colors are red and white, but the students didn’t
seem to care.

“Even though Maize’s colors are red, it was
cool to see [other students] go with it and be in-
volved,” Smet said.

Newton students show support for Hesston
BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com
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Area women prepare for Comforter Blitz

Volunteers use at
least 15,000 yards
of crochet thread

during the annual Men-
nonite Central Committee
Comforter Blitz. That's
roughly the distance be-
tween Newton and Hes-
ston on Old Highway 81.

They use the thread to
tie the three layers that
make up the comforters,
which are sent overseas.
Those three layers are the
top, batting and bottom.
Most of the comforters are
tied, while at least one is
hand-quilted.

“MCC uses these in
areas where there has
been a natural catastro-
phe,” said North Newton
resident Carol Peters,
chair of the Blitz commit-
tee. “They also go to
places of war.”

One of those places is
Jordan, where there are
many Syrian refugees. 

“The people use them
for warmth some, and
they'll also use them to in-
sulate the walls of the
tent or sit on the floor,”
Peters said.

During the last 12
months, MCC has shipped
out 45,443 comforters,
and Peters said the com-
forters made at the Blitz
are just a drop in the
bucket. Last year, 347
volunteers helped make
204 quilts in two days,
and 50 more were par-
tially done. Thirteen of
those sold at the Kansas
Relief Sale, selling for a
total of $2,010, and 191 of
the comforters were given
to people in need. They
had women helping from
58 churches. Five women
were from Mexico; they

attended the area event,
because they wanted to
know how to start a blitz
where they are from. 

“The last couple of
years, we've grown by 50
women every year,” Pe-
ters said.

The Blitz will be from
noon to 5 p.m. on Monday,
March 7, and 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Tuesday, March
8, and Wednesday, March
9, at the South Hutchin-
son Mennonite Church
Journey@Yoder campus,
3605 E. Longview Road in
Haven, one mile north of
Yoder. Anyone who
wishes to volunteer is
welcome. This is the first
year the Blitz has been
pieced together over three
days instead of two.

“If you can tie a knot or
pin fabric or machine
stitch, come and help with
the Kansas Friends of
MCC Comforter Blitz,” a
news release stated. The
event is sponsored by
Kansas Friends of MCC,
which is a committee of
12 women. Any church
that wants to support
MCC can have two repre-
sentatives on the commit-
tee, Peters said.

“Most of them are Men-
nonite, but not all,” she
said.

Kansas Friends of MCC
has the event for several
reasons. 

“I have good health, I
have good hands, I have
good feet, I have good eye-
sight,” said Shirley Jost of

Hesston, vice president of
Friends of MCC. “I don't
want to sit around all day.
When you sit at home see-
ing these people walk on
railroad tracks with little
kids, […] my heart just
goes out to those women.
Hope this quilt gives her
some comfort and some-
thing to talk about. What
do you talk about when
you live in the cold and
that wind?”

Peters said giving the
quilts to people in need
shows them someone
cares, and it will add
something beautiful to
their lives.

Although now there are
three comforter blitzes in
the country, including
Pennsylvania and Indi-

ana, the area one was the
first in the country.

“Every stitch is a
prayer,” Peters said is
how they think of it.

Sometimes these prayer
stitches are accompanied
by music, as Jost said
sometimes workers break
into song.

During the event, they
usually have a child run-
ning about picking up
pins off the floor with a
rolling magnet. There are
no age requirements to
help out. The young and
not-so-young can partici-
pate, and women from the
Newton area attend.

“Last year, we had a lit-
tle old lady who didn't
like to stand,” Jost said,
laughing, adding that
woman's job was to take
pins from the magnet and
put them into pin cush-
ions. She was quite busy.

For the event, there's a
kitchen and gymnasium
at their disposal, and
there are 26 quilting
frames set up. The quilts
go through a variety of
stations, including where
the top, back and batting
are matched, to the quilt
frames where they're tied,
to a place where hems are
trimmed, to a place where
the hems are machine
stitched.

In addition to showing
up on Blitz day, people
can assist by donating
comforter tops. For exam-
ple, First Mennonite in
Hillsboro donated 35 tops,
while Grace Hill Mennon-
ite near Whitewater gave
away nine.

Kansas Friends of MCC
provides the batting, and
Charlotte's Sew Natural
in Newton sells batting to
them wholesale. In Janu-
ary, Friends ordered 29
rolls of batting. Owner
Charlotte Wolfe also do-

nated 50 bolts of fabric
after closing her store at
the Newton outlet mall.
The Friends group is
using the fabric to put in
bundles for folks to make
tops; there's about five
yards of fabric in each
bundle.

Peters said she took 10
packages to the Emma
Creek Quilt Guild meet-
ing and got four back in
the form of quilt tops last
week. They're also leav-
ing packets at churches.

“Normally, people will
donate a top and a back,”
Peters said.

They need tops that
measure 60 by 80 inches
or 82 by 90 inches, and
they ask that people use
darker colors, since the
comforters might be
washed in streams and
need to hold up. They
don't need tops that have
light colors, light-weight
fabric or satins, and they
do have someone who
takes care of quality con-
trol.

“Satins wouldn't wash
in a stream,” Peters said.
“[…] This is just so un-
usual that we have this
extra fabric we're putting
together in kits.”

They take donations of
comforter tops all year
long.

“What we don't need for
this year, we'll use for
next year, because we'll
need 200 or 300 for next
year,” Peters said.

For those comforters,
people overseas will stand
in line, and they like
what they call bright
Mennonite colors. People
in some locations even
call the comforters “Men-
nonites.”

“This is just wonder-
ful—all the fabric that's
been donated,” Peters
said.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Carol Peters of North Newton, left, and Shirley Jost of Hesston, members of Kansas Friends of MCC, talk
about the Comforter Blitz. Here, they're standing in the corner dedicated to the Blitz at MCC in North Newton,
which has fabric, completed comforter tops and batting.



Connie Palacioz
stood in the kitchen
of Our Lady of

Guadalupe Catholic
Church on Friday
evening, preparing enchi-
ladas for folks attending
the meatless Fridays
event.

Palacioz, 91, was just
one of many Altar Society
members serving “meat-
less” choices of tostadas
and enchiladas, as well
as cod, which comes with
French fries and salad.
The food all is home-
made, and they even fry
the tostada shells them-
selves. Side fixin’s, which
were set up on a table, in-
cluded chips, salsa, sweet
peas, fruit cocktail and
desserts.

“We make all our beans
fresh,” Cindy Reyes,
Altar Society president,
said. “[…] We do this for
Lent, for our Catholics,
because Fridays, 40 days
of fasting, so they give up
meat.” 

The majority stops eat-
ing meat on Fridays, and
some don't eat it for the
entire 40 days, she
added.

The first meatless Fri-
day this year was on Feb.
13, and the second was
on Feb. 26. The last one
will be from 4 to 7 p.m.
on Friday, March 11, at
the church. The cost is $8
a plate for all ages. En-
chiladas are cooked to
order.

“We used to do every
Friday, but the Knights
of Columbus does a fish

fry opposite Fridays,”
Reyes said, so they alter-
nate with them.

This annual event has
been going on for six
years, and the group also
did it when Reyes was
president before.

People should attend
for one reason.

“’Cause there's good
food,” Reyes said, adding
it's authentic Mexican
food.

Money raised will go
toward the renovation of
the church, Reyes said.
The Altar Society has the
responsibility of the
altar, as the name im-
plies.

“So that's why we have
fundraisers,” she said.

During the Feb. 13
meatless Friday, about
40 attended.

“We made good money,
whatever it was,” said
Josie Jenn, Altar Society
vice president.

People at the church
have been serving food
for a number of years.

“A lot of the authentic
food started when we had

the ballpark back there,”
Reyes said, pointing west
of the church. Many
years ago, people who
resided in the rachitos

sold their food around
the neighborhoods to
help raise money to build
the current Our Lady
building.
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Catholic churches providing ‘meatless’ Friday options
Fish fries coming up
at St. Mary’s church
for Lenten season

Perhaps they're not
feeding biblical multi-
tudes, but St. Mary's fish
fries are starting to draw a
pretty considerable crowd. 

Organizer Mike Rug-
giero said the Knights of
Columbus at the church
have been putting on
Lenten fish fries for four
years now. 

The first year, crowds
averaged about 140 peo-
ple. He said each year 20
or more people show up to
the fries, and for its Feb.
19 fry this year, the group
served 200 people.

The event serves up
fried catfish, baked tilapia,
fries, coleslaw and maca-
roni and cheese as well as
dessert. 

Two more fries will be
held this year on Friday,
March 4, and Friday,
March 18, from 5:30-7:30
p.m. at the St. Mary
Catholic School Gym. Cost
is $8 for an adult and $5
for children. 

Over the last four years,
the group working the
event has gained some ex-
perience in the fish-mak-
ing department. 

“We've gotten better
each year,” he said. “I
haven't heard anybody
complain about it. We
bought two commercial
fish fryers, because we
used to use just regular
pots and burners.”

Ruggiero said the event
involves a social aspect for
the ones who work it. For
the workers, the fry is set
up as an assembly line,
each person has their
roles and everyone has a
good time chatting and
making fish. 

“The guys cooking fish,
they come back every
year, they look forward to
it and enjoy it,” he said. 

The events provide a
tasty way for those who
refrain from meat on
Lenten Fridays to grab
dinner. They also function
as a fundraiser for the
Knights. Occasionally, the
fries fund local Boy Scout
troops or the Catholic
school's eighth grade
class. Both groups will oc-
casionally help out with
the fries. 

Ruggiero said the
Knights donate funds to a
number of community or-
ganizations, including
Trinity Heights Respite
and mental health serv-
ices within the county.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Our Lady
serving up
homemade

Mexican food
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Tina Trujillo, left, and Connie Palacioz work Feb. 26 at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Tina Trujillo stirs up refried beans. “I'm the bean lady,” she says. “I do
what has to be done.”

Local Curves conducting free ‘Women and Wellness’ programs

Curves of Newton in-
vites the public to its
“Women & Wellness”
event series. This will be
a three-part event (peo-
ple can attend any or all
of the events) at 7 p.m.
on the second Thursday
of each month and last-
ing an hour.

The next event is
scheduled for 7 p.m. on
Thursday, March 10, at
Curves of Newton, 400 S.

Main St. 
Dr. Judith Rodriguez, a

science advisory board
member, will give a
short, informative pres-
entation via video titled,
“New Cooking Tech-
niques That Reduce Calo-
ries and Add Flavor,”
which focuses on cutting
fat, sugar and calories
from your diet and
healthy snacking.

Following her presen-
tation, Curves will en-
gage the audience with

questions to spark a con-
versation on this topic.
During the discussion pe-
riod, they will offer tasty,
guilt-free snacks from
the Curves Complete
Weight Loss program.
The event will conclude
with a demo of fun dance
and exercise moves from
new classes, as well as
strength-training ma-
chines.

Since seating is lim-
ited, an RSVP is re-
quired. RSVP by signing

up at the Curves front
desk, calling 316-283-
7373 or by e-mail at
NewtonCurvesClub@gma
il.com. This program is
free and open to the Har-
vey County community,
so bring a friend. 

The next event will be
Thursday, April 14. The
presentation will be by
Dr. Elizabeth Frates:
“Why Taking Care of
Yourself Is The Best
Thing You Can Do For
Others.”

FOR NEWTON NOW

Koontz named medical director of cardiac rehab program

Newton Medical Center named
Jennifer Scott Koontz, M.D., as
medical director of the hospital’s
cardiac rehabilitation program. In
this role, Koontz will oversee the
program as well as evaluate each
patient during the rehabilitation
process.

Koontz is board certified in family
medicine and fellowship-trained in

sports medicine. She practices at
the hospital’s Newton Orthopedics
& Sports Medicine clinic, where she
provides a variety of diagnostic and
surgical procedures related to
sports medicine and non-operative
orthopedics.

“We are pleased to have Dr.
Koontz join our cardiac rehabilita-
tion team,” said Steve Kelly, New-
ton Medical Center president and
chief executive officer. “Her leader-

ship and broad range of medical ex-
pertise will be tremendous assets to
the program.”

Newton Medical Center’s cardiac
rehabilitation program includes
medically supervised education and
exercise for those who have suffered
a cardiac event. This six- to 12-week
outpatient program is designed to
limit the physiological and psycho-
logical effects of cardiac illness and
control certain cardiac symptoms. 

FOR NEWTON NOW
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Storage Units Available 
12x40 RV and Mini Storage

101 West Hwy 50 • 316-217-3305
jsmitch73@hotmail.com

Reserve Your Unit NOW!

Securestore50.com

Harder Family
Construction

Building in Sand Creek Station, 
Stone Creek Estates, Newton & 
surrounding cities & counties.

building 
energy 

efficient
homes

New hhome cconstruction ssince 11974 

Nachtigals’ bond lowered, preliminary court date moved

James and Paige
Nachtigal made a court
appearance Feb. 26 at 2
p.m. at the Harvey
County Courthouse.

Attorneys for the
Nachtigals asked for a
continuance of the prelim-
inary hearing to give
them time to gather more
information and organize
a defense against the ad-
ditional 18 charges added

against them by Harvey
County Attorney David
Yoder.

The continuance was
granted. The new court
date will be March 16 at
10 a.m.

The officiating judge
also lowered their bond
from $300,000 per person
to $100,000 per person on
the condition that they
surrender all passports
and remain in the State of
Kansas.

Their attorneys argued
that they posed no flight
risk since they have lived

in the community the last
10 years and had no prior
records.

On Feb. 25, Yoder an-
nounced additional
charges against Paige and
James Nachtigal for a
case of alleged child abuse

that occurred in North
Newton.

The couple was arrested
Feb. 16, after two of their
adopted children, both 11,
were found to be severely
malnourished with heal-
ing and broken bones.

Both Nachtigals were
previously charged with
three counts of child
abuse.

Yoder filed seven addi-
tional charges of aggra-
vated battery against
James Nachtigal.

The charges stem from
various broken bones—

fingers, ribs, a leg—the
children were found to
have. The charges allege
Jim inflicted the injuries.

Paige Nachtigal was
charged with seven
charges of aggravated
battery for knowingly aid-
ing and abetting the ac-
tions Yoder charged
James with.

Each aggravated bat-
tery charge carries a min-
imum sentence of 38
months in prison and is a
level 4 person felony.

Yoder's office made two
additional charges

against Jim for knowingly
torturing and cruelly
beating a child younger
than 18 years old.

Paige also was charged
with two counts of aiding
and abetting the actions,
which carry the same
penalty.

Each of these charges
carries a minimum
penalty of 31 months in
prison. The three existing
child abuse charges also
carry a 31-month mini-
mum penalty. Both are
listed as level 5 person
felonies.

Paige and Jim Nachtigal

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Commissioners hear report on courthouse upgrades

The Harvey County
commission began, as so
many other things began
last week, on a somber
note. 

Commissioners ex-
pressed their condolences
to the victims of the re-
cent shooting in Hesston
and Newton. 

“We grieve deeply for
those that lost their
lives,” Commissioner
Chip Westfall said. “We
wish those that are
wounded a speedy recov-
ery to work.” 

Westfall encouraged
those affected to seek
mental treatment if they
needed it. 

Commissioner Ron Kre-
hbiel said that such
wounds would take a long
time to heal and that peo-
ple needed to keep vic-
tims in their mind in the
months to come. 

“Somewhere down the
line we still need to be
there,” he said.

Barth Hague said he
knew the community

would recover. 
“This isn't their first

deal with adversity in
Hesston,” he said.
“Twenty-five years ago
the tornado hit, and they
came through stronger.
Even though this is a
tragic and sinful thing
that happened, they'll
come through stronger.”

Commissioners ex-
pressed gratitude to all
the law enforcement and
emergency responders
who handled the situation
and responded as well as
they could have.

County Administrator
John Waltner also cred-
ited Gary Denny of Emer-
gency Management
Services and Dan Bron-
son of Newton Fire/EMS
with making the situation
run smoothly. Bronson
helped organize the logis-
tics of dealing with the
situation. 

Denny spoke to the
commission briefly on the
response to the shooting,
crediting the planning
that had begun in the
county six months earlier
for aiding responders. 

“Specifically on Feb. 17,
we had 55 community

leaders come together,”
he said. “I feel that one
occurrence enabled us to
raise the awareness of
this possibility that bene-
fited our response last
week.”

On a lighter note, com-
missioners got a report
about how the energy and
efficiency upgrades to the
courthouse are function-
ing. 

Earlier this year the
$3.9 million efficiency up-
grade to the Harvey
County Courthouse build-
ing went online. The up-
grades included new
windows, a geothermal
heating and cooling sys-
tem, as well as heating
ventilation and cooling
improvements. 

According to figures
from 360 Energy engi-
neers, who attended the
meeting, the system
saved the county $30,417
in energy costs from Octo-
ber to December of 2015,
roughly $10,000 a month.
Over that period, the sys-
tem saved the county
about $2,000 more than
the energy savings the
engineering firm guaran-
teed. 

“To make a long story
short, it's doing what you
said it would do, and it
doesn't get much better
than that,” Krehbiel said
to the engineers. 

ETC.
*The commission also

talked about the possibil-
ity of some free-range
chicken farms interested
in locating into the
county. The buildings
would house about 10,000
chickens per location in
two houses. To be free
range, the chickens would
have to be outside six
hours a day. Little other
detail was giving about
the locations of the opera-
tions, only that a com-
pany was interested in
bringing them to the
county. 

“We're going to have
the fattest coyotes in
Kansas,” Krehbiel said. “I
can guarantee you, people
are not going to like the
smell.”

*The county approved
paying its weekly bills for
$97, 653.45.

*The meeting lasted for
two hours. All commis-
sioners were present.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Caucus process set to
kick off this weekend
in State of Kansas

Presidential primary
season is in full swing,
and while Kansas is no
Iowa in national caucus
influence, it caucuses
nonetheless.

The Harvey County
Democratic Party will
have a caucus location at
Bethel College in Memo-
rial Hall. Doors open at 1
p.m. on Saturday, March
5.

Their caucus will also
have time for representa-
tives of the candidates to
speak. 

The Kansas Demo-
cratic Party will send 37
delegates to the Demo-
cratic Convention to help
select a presidential
nominee. 

Their choices for cau-
cus include Bernie
Sanders, Hillary Clinton,

Rocky De La Fuente and
Martin O'Malley.

The Harvey County
Republican caucus will
be from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, March 5, at
Lindley Hall, Santa Fe
5/6 Center.

Candidates for the Re-
publican primary will
have speakers advocating
for them or letters read
from their campaign. 

Names on the Republi-
can ballot include Jeb
Bush, Ben Carson, Ted
Cruz, Carly Fiorina,
John Kasich, Marco
Rubio and Donald
Trump.

Across the state, the
Republican caucuses will
award 40 delegates to
help select the Republi-
can presidential nomi-
nee. Delegates will be
assigned proportionally
to Republican candi-
dates who received more
than 10 percent of the
caucus vote.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Volunteers help citizens with annual duty

Cleta Smith worked
with Nancy Home-
wood of Newton on

Monday night, preparing
her taxes like a well-oiled
machine. She zipped
through the work with
ease, like she's done it
hundreds of times before,
completing the task in
about 15 minutes.

Smith has been a Volun-
teer Income Tax Assis-
tance (VITA) volunteer for
about 10 or 11 years. VITA
services help a lot of people
in the area.

“We did 600 returns last
year,” Smith said. “I'd say
500 of those were returns,
at least, or more.”

VITA is offered to people
who make $54,000 or less
per year, and the service is
free.

In order to get help with
taxes, people need to sign
up on a sheet beginning at
9 a.m. the day VITA serv-
ices are offered at Newton
Public Library (NPL), so
they're offered on a first-
come, first-served basis.

“We have found we can
do a lot more returns if we
don't have appointments,”
Smith said.

The site coordinator is
Dan Eells, who works for
NPL. Eells has a variety of
duties with VITA, includ-
ing making sure the rooms
are set up, people have
everything they need to do
taxes and that the signs
are up.

VITA help isn't offered
every day. Hours are 6 to
8:15 p.m. Mondays, 9 a.m.
to noon and 1 to 5 p.m.
Wednesdays, and 9:30 a.m.
to noon Saturdays through

April 16. People only can
sign up for themselves and
not others, and they can't
make appointments by
phone. Taxes are filed elec-
tronically, Eells said.

Those who have signed
up on a particular day
need to sit in the Adult
Services east table, which
is near the DVD shelves.
They also should bring the
following: copy of last
year's tax return, photo
identification cards, Social
Security or ITN cards for
each taxpayer and depend-
ent on the tax return, med-
ical insurance information,
wage and earning state-
ments, important tax docu-
ments, such as winnings
from gambling, interest
and dividend statements,
bank routing and account

numbers, day-care
provider info and day-care
expenses, and real-estate
tax and personal property
tax statements.

People who wish to item-
ize should bring receipts,
bills or statements of med-
ical expenses, home mort-
gage interest, taxes,
miscellaneous expenses
and contributions. For
Homestead, owners should
bring real-estate tax re-
ceipts, and people with
self-employment income
need to bring a list of ex-
penses and income.

“VITA volunteers cannot
help taxpayers who have
rental property, farm in-
come, royalties, sale of
business property, moving
expenses, employee busi-
ness expenses, military

pay or have a loss on
Schedule C (self-employ-
ment),” a VITA flier
stated.

On the first two days of
VITA services this year,
they had quite a few cus-
tomers.

“The first two days we
did it, we helped 88 peo-
ple,” Eells said.

On the first day, they
had to turn people away
because there were so
many, Smith said, adding
there were 30 people
standing in line outside in
the cold.

“People really like to get
their taxes done,” Eells
said.

Now, things have lev-
eled off a little, Smith
added. However, during
the last week of tax sea-

son, it gets busy again.
VITA volunteers are

trained.
“In order to do taxes, we

have to take a test,” Smith
said.

If they haven't volun-
teered before with VITA,
workers are required to go
through a three-day train-
ing session in Wichita.
Also offered is a refresher
course, which covers
things like the Affordable
Care Act.

VITA started as a way to
help people navigate the
confusing and ever-chang-
ing tax system, especially
the Earned Income Credit,
Smith said. 

“We have been trained
and know the changes, and
we can help them under-
stand the changes,” Smith
said.

For example, Smith said
that on Monday, she
talked to a man who lost
his wife in 2015, and she

asked him if he knew how
being single next year
would affect him.

“We can show them and
help them to plan ahead
[…] instead of getting this
huge surprise,” Smith said.

VITA at NPL gets tax-
payers from all over, in-
cluding Wichita, although
area towns, such as Wi-
chita, Salina, Marion, An-
dover and Hutchinson, all
have VITA sites.

Getting taxes prepared
by volunteers doesn't take
very long.

“Could be as little as 15
minutes or as long as an
hour,” Smith said.

During the process,
VITA has to make sure
they're protecting against
identity theft. Smith said
some people get upset
when she makes them go
home to get their Social
Security cards.

“It’s for their own protec-
tion,” Smith said.

TAXING TIME OF YEAR

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: VITA volunteer Richard Rempel, left, helps Doris Liggett of Newton with her taxes Monday, Feb. 22,
at Newton Public Library. RIGHT: Cleta Smith, another VITA volunteer, smiles while assisting Nancy Home-
wood of Newton with her taxes Monday night. 
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Responses to tragedy come from across Harvey County

Local responses to the tragedy
in Hesston were numerous and
too many to name. We have
highlighted a few we came
across in our reporting.  

Restaurant food drive
Chris Young, owner of

Karen's Kitchen, said he fol-
lowed the tragedy Thursday
night and woke up in a fog Fri-
day. He wanted to do something
to help. 

“All I can do is somehow show
some love,” he said. “I said, 'I'm
going to make about 50 sand-
wiches, put them on a tray and
take them over.'”

Young said that he wanted to
get the food to those affected
and the investigators and law
enforcement up all night work-
ing the scene.

Young then called up The
Bread Basket, Prairie Harvest
and Drubers and asked if they
also wanted contribute, which
they did. 

Sandwiches, bierocks, box
lunches and donuts were col-
lected at Karen's Kitchen,
picked up by previous owner
Karen Walton and taken to the
scene.

#HesstonStrong
Stephen Owens, a longtime

Hesston resident, said the event
impacted him and his commu-
nity, and he wanted to do some-
thing to help with the event. 

Owens coined the term #Hes-
stonStrong, constructed a web-
site, began selling
#HesstonStrong shirts and set
up a GoFundMe account to help
the recovery after the event.
Fundraising has since been
streamlined through the Hes-
ston Community Foundation. 

The term #HesstonStrong
spread across social media and
became embraced as the rally-
ing cry for the community fol-
lowing the tragedy. 

Salem United Methodist 
From 9 a.m. to noon on Fri-

day, Feb. 26, debriefing and
counseling were offered at
Salem United Methodist
Church, 115 Old Main St. in
Newton, as well as Hesston
Mennonite Brethren Church.

People from Prairie View and
Empac, an employee assistance
program Excel Industries uses,

were at Salem to talk to folks.
“If they would know of needs

later in the day, they would ex-
tend it,” Pastor Ron Kite said
Friday morning, adding he was-
n't sure of the number of people
who sought help.

Harvey County 
government

Three flags—the state, Ameri-
can and POW—in front of the
Harvey County Courthouse flew
at half-mast Friday after
Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback
asked for flags to be flown like
that to recognize the shooting
tragedy Thursday night in Hes-
ston.

“First of all, it's just a tragedy
of huge proportions,” said Har-
vey County Administrator John
Walter, who resides in Hesston,
about the events. “[…] Saddened
deeply for people who are in-
jured or killed.”

Waltner added this event will
impact a great deal of people in
the county. 

A variety of county entities
helped with this event, includ-
ing law enforcement, the com-
munications center, and road
and bridge department, that set
up barricades. Entities from
other Harvey County communi-
ties responded as well.

“Very much appreciated,”
Waltner said. “The work goes on
in regard to the investigation.
Our challenge will be to rebuild

that sense of security, safety
and trust that existed in our
community prior to this.”

Newton school district
“District-wide, we have made

all of our staff available,” USD
373 Superintendent Deborah
Hamm said on Friday, adding
counselors and staff were meet-
ing with students. “We have the
resources available to us
through ESSDACK.” 

ESSDACK is a service center
in Hutchinson that offers this
kind of support during a crisis,
Hamm said.

Schools in the district had a
moment of silence Friday morn-
ing to observe the tragedy, she
added.

Bluestem 
Communities

Bluestem Communities,
which has Kidron Bethel Village
in North Newton and Schowal-
ter Villa in Hesston, started a
movement.

“We're just [asking] residents
of Hesston, Newton community,
surrounding community, really,
to place their lawnmowers on
their lawns to show support of
this tragedy,” said Morgan Red-
ding, communications director
at Kidron Bethel. “[…] Bluestem
just wanted to show support for
the communities and families.”

They had a senior leadership
meeting, where they talked

about what they could do to sup-
port people regarding this inci-
dent and came up with that
idea. As of Friday afternoon,
Kidron Bethel had two riding
lawnmowers on their lawn with
a sign that read, “We stand with
Excel thoughts & prayers.”

The mowers are by Kidron
Bethel's Peace Garden.

“It kind of works well with the
support that we're showing,”
said Lindsey Thiessen, director
of marketing, adding Excel
makes Hustler movers.

“They have Hustler and Big
Dog mowers,” she said.

Redding said people who wish
to put their own mowers on
their lawns can place flowers or
crosses on them. In fact, the
Hesston golf course has an
American flag with the mower
they have on display, and Hes-
ston College has its own mower
salute.

“I believe there are individu-
als around town who have
started putting them out them-
selves,” Thiessen said.

Bluestem Communities
shared their idea with organiza-
tions in the area and sent an e-
mail to the Hesston Chamber of
Commerce, Thiessen said.

Also in support of those help-
ing with the incident, Bluestem
Communities has offered food to
volunteers, investigators and
emergency workers, taking do-
nations to locations.

Dillons
At North Dillons in Newton,

customers were able to pur-
chase a pie for emergency work-
ers in Hesston. The sign near
the pies stated they were going
to be delivered on Tuesday.

Bethel College
At the beginning of convoca-

tion on Feb. 26 at Bethel Col-
lege in North Newton, Annette
LeZotte, convocation coordina-
tor, and Aaron Austin, vice
president for Student Life,
shared some thoughts and feel-
ings about the tragedy in Hes-
ston. 

Peter Goerzen, campus pas-
tor, led a moment of silence and
a short time of prayer for the
people of Hesston and Excel. 

“The two speakers for the
morning, who were from The
University of Kansas and the
University of Missouri, Colum-
bia, and were talking about
#BlackLivesMatter were very
sensitive to the reality of what
had just taken place and how it
was affecting people in the au-
dience and acknowledged it
during their presentation,” a
Bethel College news release
started.

In addition, Bethel College
students in Allison McFarland's
consumer behavior class were
outside the cafeteria on March
1 at lunch and supper with a
long roll of paper, asking other
students and whoever to write
messages of support to be deliv-
ered to Excel employees later in
the week.

BY WENDY NUGENT
AND ADAM STRUNK
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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Morgan Redding, communications director at Kidron Bethel Village in North Newton, adjusts a sign near lawn mowers set
on Kidron's lawn in support of Hesston. RIGHT: Flags are flown at half-mast on Friday at the Harvey County Courthouse.



According to the Harvey
County Appraisers Office,
now is the best time to get
home valuations changed
or get questions an-
swered. 

The Harvey County Ap-
praisers Office mailed out
Change of Value notices
to property owners Feb.
26. 

Property owners have
30 days from the mailing
date to request an appeal,
making the deadline at 5
p.m. on Monday, March
28. 

The appraisers office
asks property owners to
contact (316) 283-8347 if
they have questions. 

“In most cases, we can
answer the question over
the phone,” County Ap-
praiser Craig Clough said.
“If property owners have a
current appraisal or cur-
rent real estate listing

that supports a lower val-
uation, they should sub-
mit copies to the
appraisers office for con-
sideration.”

As for what county
property values did over
the last year, the apprais-
ers office released those
numbers as well. 

According to Clough, in
the county, total valuation
increased from
$2,214321,940 to
$2,257,802,940, an in-
crease of 2 percent, Total
assessed valuation in-
creased from
$233,151,082 to
$241,324,022, an increase
of 3.5 percent. That num-
ber represents the valua-
tions that the county is
able to tax. 

Residential valuations
saw an increase of 2.2 per-
cent. 

Ag land valuations in-
creased by 10.1 percent.
Ag land is valued by its
use value and not com-
mercial. The use value, in
part, is based on average

crop yields for the land
and usually lags two
years behind on adjust-
ment for recent crop pro-
duction. That's why, at
times, agricultural evalu-

ations can rise even if
farmers experience a
below-average year,
Clough explained. 

Commercial valuations
increased by 4 percent. 

Bill Ryan makes his
sign creations in a
back room he calls

the Sand Box, a place
that has no windows and
one door. The floor is cov-
ered with fine sand
mixed with wood parti-
cles.

Ryan and his wife,
Janette, co-own Those
Blasted Signs, which is a
play on words, as the
signs are sandblasted.

The company is known
for making sand-blasted
signs that bring out the
grain in the wood.  Those
Blasted Signs has other
products. These include
yard signs, banners of all
sizes, storefronts, build-
ing signs, digital print-
ing, car wraps, political
signs, auto decals, etch-
ing and printing onto
canvas for which they
build the frames.

“The only thing we
don't do is electric signs,”
Ryan said.

The shop's customer
base goes from coast to
coast and into the
Caribbean. Recently,
they've received an order
from Hampton, N.H., for
eight signs, and last
summer, they created 14
signs for a Jimmy Buffet
resort in the Caribbean,
Ryan said.

Other customers are
closer to home, as they've
made signs for a variety
of local businesses, such
as the Old Mill, Char-
lotte's Sew Natural, Dr.
Brett Roufs DDS and The
Breadbasket. They've
also done work for Sedg-
wick County with their
logo on them, since every
building that county op-
erates has to have a sign
on it, Ryan said.

“I'll bet there's 100 of

those signs scattered
throughout the county
down there,” Ryan
said.

Ryan enjoys
his job.

“It's not
boring at
all,” he
said.
“No two
signs
are the
same.
And the peo-
ple, I think
probably they're
most fun—all kinds of
people who come in that
need signs. There's all
kinds of characters out
there.”

Janette echoed her
husband's thoughts.

“It's so much fun,” she
said. “You never know
what's going to walk in
the door.”

Ryan said his interest

in sand-blasted signs was
piqued after seeing simi-

lar signs in another
town.

“I'd seen
these signs

around
town in
Wi-
chita,

and I
thought

they were
like pieces

of art,” Ryan
said. “And

then, I guess,
over a period of time,

I figured out how it was
done and the special ma-
terials required to do it.”

Through trial and
error, he perfected the
process.

“That hasn't changed
since we started,” Ryan
said.

Those Blasted Signs
moved into its current lo-

cation at 302 N. Main St.
10 years ago, and it oper-
ated out of their home
three years before that.

“This whole thing
started in the basement,”
Ryan said. “When we
first started, all we did
were the wood signs.”

“He came home one
day and said, 'I've gotta
do this full time,'”
Janette said, jokingly
adding and then the
stars aligned.

At first, the business
made clocks, which also
had words or logos on
them, such as people's
names and company
names.

“We made a boatload of
those,” Ryan said. 

Their first big job was
for the city of Halstead,
creating the town's wel-
come signs.

“They liked it so much
they put the sign on the

front of […] the city
brochure,” Ryan said.
“That was kinda cool.”

They've made hun-
dreds, if not thousands of
signs, Ryan said, and all
signs are handpainted.
The wood they use is 1.5
inches thick and comes
from Oregon.

Ryan doesn't have a fa-
vorite sign.

“I've got several fa-
vorites,” he said.

These include the one
on the Old Mill Plaza,
which is right across the
street, and one “hot off
the presses” for the Hes-
ston Fire Department.
Ryan gave a good deal on
the Old Mill sign to the
man who ordered it be-
cause he knew he'd use it
as a reference for cus-
tomers.

Ryan does most of his
designing, and one of
their current projects is
for Valley Center, where
a new nine-hole golf
course is going up. Those
Blasted Signs is doing all
the signs for the course.

Their biggest sign was
9 feet by 9 feet for a
Haysville golf course,
and the Asbury Park sign
they created is 14 feet
long.

Those Blasted Signs is
the go-to place for other
sign companies in
Kansas, as they get quite
a few asking them to
make the wooden signs
for them. 

“To my knowledge,
we're the only ones (in
the region) that provide
these types of signs,”
Ryan said.
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LEPPKE
REALTY & AUCTION

501 S. Main, Hillsboro, KS • 620-947-3995
LYLE LEPPKE, Broker & Auctioneer ~ 620-382-5204 
ROGER HIEBERT, Sales Assoc. & Auctioneer ~ 620-382-2963

WWW.LEPPKE.COM

Thurs., March 24 • 11:00 am
LOCATION: 1525 190th, Marion, Kansas

DIRECTIONS: From Hillsboro, 4 miles East on 190th. 
OR from Marion 4 miles West on 190th. 

TRACTORS/COMBINE
• 1995 John Deere 7400, Power Quad, 3Hyd, PTO, 3pt, 3303hrs,
18.4x38 Axle Duals, SN 03262
• 1962 John Deere 3010 Diesel, Syncro Range, 1Hyd, 3pt, PTO, SN
2946 with 46A Loader
* 1982 John Deere 6620, Turbo Diesel Engine, Hydro, RWA, Chopper,
meter shows only 1501hours, SN 502570

TRUCKS/TRAILERS
• 1981 Chevy C60 Truck, V8 Engine, 5+2spd, 9.00-20 Tires, 96k miles
with 16’ all steel Bed & Hoist
• 1955 Chevy 5100 Truck, V8, 4+2spd, 16’ Bed & Hoist
• EZ Trail Model 230 Gravity Wagon with Hyd Auger & Roll Over Tarp
• 7’x8’ 2 Wheel Utility Trailer with ramp (NEW)

MACHINERY
John Deere 450 21 Hole Drill, 7 ½” Spacing, Double Disks, Dry Fer-
tilizer • John Deere 7000 6 Row Planter • John Deere 215 16’ Disk •
IH 45 18’ Vibra Shank Field Cultivator • IH 20’ Field Cultivator, Manual
Fold with levelers • John Deere 12’ Wheel Rake • John Deere MX6,
6’ 3pt Rotary Mower (near new) • John Deere RM, 3pt, 6 Row Culti-
vator • John Deere 6 Row Front Mount Cultivator • Big Ox 8’, 3pt
Blade • IH 535 3-16 Semi-mount Plow • Win-Power PTO Generator,
25KW on 2 Wheel Trailer • 2) 6” Hydraulic Drill Fill Augers, 7 1/2’ &
14’ • Bale Spear (Bucket Mount) • 12’ Sweep Auger

ATV/MOWERS
Kawasaki Bayou 220 2x4 Wheeler • John Deere 425 Riding Mower,
All Wheel Steer, 20hp, 54” Cut with MC519 Bagger on 2 Wheel Trailer
• John Deere X720 Ultimate Riding Mower, 54" cut, (near new) •
John Deere Push Mower • 20 Gallon Lawn Sprayer on 2 Wheel Trailer,
Gas Engine • Pull Behind & Push Lawn Seeders • 500 Gallon Propane
Tank

SHOP/MISCELLANEOUS 
Craftsman 33 Gallon 165PSI Air Compressor with hoses (near new)
• Lincoln 225 AC Welder • Hydraulic Press • Drill Press • Propane
Torch Set • Kerosene Space Heater • Electric Band Saw • Heat Buster,
1/2hp, 44” Portable Shop Fan • Stihl Chain Saw • Stihl Extendable
Tree Chain Saw • Craftsman Gas Weeder • SK ½” Socket Set • Crafts-
man Open End Box End Wrenches • ¾” Socket Set • Metal Shop Table
• Wood Shop Table with Bench Vise • Car Ramps • Cut-Off Saw • 70
Hole Wood Bolt Bin with Bolts & Misc Hardware • Misc Cases of
Bolts, Screws, Nails, Etc • Hyd Jack • Hi-Lift Jack • 28’ Alum Exten-
sion Ladder • Bar Clamps • Misc Hand Tools, Wrenches, Etc • Garden
Tools • Air Bubble • Bars • Electric Cords • Stone Grinder with Electric
Motor • Lots of Oils, Grease, Filters • Misc Machinery Parts & Sup-
plies • Misc Shop Supplies & Tools • Animal Leg Traps • Hanson
160lb Cotton Scale • Old Roller Skates • 5 ½’ T-Posts • Electric Posts

Jeanie (Mrs. Jim) Funk,
Seller

LEPPKE
REALTY & AUCTION

501 S. Main, Hillsboro, KS • 620-947-3995
LYLE LEPPKE, Broker & Auctioneer ~ 620-382-5204 
ROGER HIEBERT, Sales Assoc. & Auctioneer ~ 620-382-2963

WWW.LEPPKE.COM

Monday, March 21 • 11:00 am

Vernon & Grace Klaassen,
Seller

For info call 316-616-5651

6733 S. Emma Creek Rd, Sedgwick, KS
DIRECTIONS: From Newton, 3 miles West on Hwy 50, then
4 miles South on S. Ridge Rd, then 1 mile West on SW 60th
& 3/4 mile South on Emma Creek Rd. OR From Sedgwick,

KS, (North edge) 31⁄2 miles North on South Ridge Rd., 
1 mile West on SW 60th & 3/4 mile South on 

Emma Creek Rd.  Watch for signs!

TRACTORS
� 2013 Case IH 290 AFS MFWD (AFS ready, not equipped) ONLY 689
Hours, 19spd, PS, 4 Hyd, 3pt, with Fast Hitch, PTO, 489/80R50 Rear
Duals, 420/85R34 Front Duals, SN ZDRD04403 
� 1998 Case IH 9390 4x4, Firestone All Traction 520/85R42 Triples,
6403 Hours, 14spd Standard with Hi-Lo, Bareback, 4 Hyd Outlets,
Cummins N14 Engine, E-Z Steer Steering System, SN JEE0072718
� 1989 Case IH 7140 MFWD, 18spd, PS, 3 Hyd, PTO, 3pt, SN 14933
with GB 870 Loader, 8 1/2’ Bucket 
� IH 1086, 3pt, 2 PTO, 2 Hyd, TA not working

COMBINE/HEADERS
� 2010 Case IH 8120 AFS Axial Flow, 1782 Engine Hours, 1339 Sep-
arator Hours, 30.8R42 Front Duals, 540/65R30 Rear, SN YAG20869
� 2012 Case IH 2162 40M10 28k, 40’ Draper Header, 352.7 Hours,
Double Sickle Drive � Stud King 38’ Tandem Header Trailer � Case
IH 3412 12 Row, 30’ Corn Head � MF 8 Row Corn Head with Sickle
Bar for milo � MF 20’ Header with 8 Hesston Heads

TRUCKS/TRAILERS
2013 Dodge Ram 2500, 4x4, 4dr Crew Cab, Cummins Turbo Diesel,
auto, 11,500miles, LIKE NEW, still under warranty • 2000 Freightliner
Century Class (sleeper cab), Tandem Axle, Twin Screw, Eaton Fuller
Automatic, Series 60 Detroit, 295/75R22.5 Tires • IH Transtar II (cab-
over with sleeper), Tandem Axle, Twin Screw, Eaton Fuller 10spd,
Cummins Engine • 1980 American 40’ Aluminum Trailer, Triple Hop-
per with Roll Over Tarp • Shop Built 38’ Double Hopper Trailer • Kinze
840 Grain Cart, 30.5x32 Diamond Tread Tires, Pro-Lok Roll Over Tarp
• 1972 Chevy 60, 5+2spd, V8, 16’ Bed & Hoist • 1965 Chevy 60,
4+2spd, V8, 16’ Bed & Hoist • Tunbow 6’x18’ GN Stock Trailer • 6
½’x16’ Bumper Hitch Car Hauling Trailer • 1999 Mercury Marquee,
4dr, 248k miles

FARM EQUIPMENT
• Kinze Evolution Series 24 Row 30” Planter, Double Front Fold, Mark-
ers, No-Till Openers, Liquid Fertilizer with Corn Finger Meters, Milo
& Bean Brush Plates  • Great Plains Solid Stand 35-4000 HD 3 Section
40’ x 7 1/2” spacing Drill, SN 441801  • Krause 7400-46W 46’ Disk,
New Rear Blades, SN 10210303 • Krause 5660 60’ Field Cultivator
with tine levelers, SN1116 • Krause 4000 36’ Chisel, Walking Tandem,
Harrow Levelers with Raven Accuflow Anhydrous & Raven Sprayer
Controls • Schaben 1600 Gallon Poly Tank on Patriot 4 Wheel Run-
ning Gear with John Blue Ground Driven Pump • Wetherall 2700 3pt
12 Row Cultivator, also adapted to anhydrous application • Heavy 13
1/2’ Dozer Blade w/Hyd Tilt & Brush Guard • Big Ox 10 Shank Ripper
• JD 40’ 3pt, Hyd Fold Rotary Hoe • Renn RMC 30” PTO Roller Mill •
JD 524 9’ Dozer Blade • IH 540 4-14 Semi-Mount Plow • JD 5-16
Semi-Mount Plow

OLDER MACHINERY
Blueboy Sprayer/Wicker with Gas Engine, Hyd Fold Wings • IH F 706
Tractor, Propane (parts) • IH 300 6’x14’ Feed Wagon • 4 Rows for
6700 White Planter (outside wings) • 6”x28’ Grain Auger with 13hp
Gas Engine • Older 24’ Combine Bat Reel • Artsway 850 Feed Wagon
• Rhino 11’ Single Fold Twin Rotary Mower • 4 Wheel Running Gear
• Fold Up Rotary Hoe • Loading Chute • Slip In Stock Rack • IH 2pt
Sickle Mower • 2pt 5 Star Post Hole Digger • 3) Old Wetmore Chopper
Blowers • 4 Ring Bulk Tank • 2) 300 Gallon Fuel Barrels • 2 Wheel
Header Trailer • 2) Large Metal Water Tanks • Old Tine Levelers •
8”x60’ PTO Auger (damaged) • 1982 Chevy 20 4x4 Flatbed, 4spd,
(not running)

SHOP/MISCELLANEOUS
Excel Hustler 275 Mower, 84” Deck • 2 Wheel Pickup Bed Trailer with
Fuel Tank • 2500 Gallon Fuel Tank with 110 Elec Pump & Motor • 300
Gallon Poly Tanks • Saddle Tank Brackets • Pickup Fuel Tank • Bucket
Mount Bale Spear •  Westfield 6” Hyd Drill Fill Auger • Miller Matic
251 Wire Feed Welder • CP 9 Gallon Air Compressor with Gas Engine
• Dura Craft Drill Press • Acetylene Torch Set • 20 Ton Hyd Press •
Rolling Tool Chests • Chop Saw • Battery Charger • Shop Fan • Bench
Grinder • F&F Blaster PTO Fogger • Hi-Lift Jack • Angle Grinder • Gear
Pullers • Misc Bolts, Parts, Shop Supplies & Tools

Ryans have blasted good time with sign company
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Bill Ryan, co-owner of Those Blasted Signs, sands a sign. ABOVE RIGHT: This is an example of one
of Those Blasted Signs' creations that hangs in the front lobby area. 

Assessed valuations jump by 3 percent for county 
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Art is Ageless seeking entries

Newton Presbyterian
Manor issued a call for
entries for the Art is Age-
less juried exhibit to be
March 10 through 25. En-
tries of artistic works will
be accepted from any area
artist who is 65 years or
older to exhibit and/or
compete for an opportu-
nity to be featured in the
2017 Art is Ageless calen-
dar.

The Art is Ageless Pro-
gram encourages Newton
Presbyterian Manor resi-
dents and other area sen-
iors to express their
creativity through its an-
nual competition, as well
as art classes, musical
and dramatic events, edu-
cational opportunities
and current events dis-
cussions throughout the
year.

Having a creative outlet
benefits the mind, body
and spirit.

“The exhibit and com-
petition always draw a
wide array of impressive
artwork from talented
seniors,” said Noelle Dick-

inson, marketing director.
“We’re expecting this to
be another great year for
creativity and variety of
works on exhibit.”

Local competition win-
ners will join winners of
other Presbyterian
Manors of Mid-America
communities to be judged
at the system-wide level.

Entry forms and infor-
mation can be picked up
at Newton Presbyterian
Manor, 1200 E. Seventh,
or by contacting Dickin-
son at (316) 283-5400 or
ndickinson@pmma.org.
Or go online to ArtIsAge-
less.org to view rules,
download an entry form
or enter online.

Artists may choose to
enter the exhibit only. For
the competition, works
are to have been com-
pleted in the past five
years (since January
2009). There are nine cat-
egories, as well as desig-
nations of amateur or
professional. 

Works to be entered for
judging need to be at
Presbyterian Manor by
Friday, March 4.

FOR NEWTON NOW

www.harveycountynow.com
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Sometimes this column space
serves my needs far more
than the needs of the paper. 

And this is one of those times. I
had determined to write something
bright to bring a much-needed
change of pace to this week's issue. 

But sometimes such words do not
come out. 

I begin by saying for me this last
week pales in comparison to what
victims have dealt with, what emer-
gency responders have dealt with
and what so many of our commu-
nity members have dealt with.

In part I feel guilty dealing with
some of the feelings I have. I have
not earned any of my feelings like
they have.

But I say this honestly that the
last week has been one of the most
difficult I've had as a journalist.
And it's a week I hope none of us
will ever repeat. 

I hurt for them. I really hurt. As
do most community members, I
think. How do you look at the
senseless pain and loss of life and
not hurt? Enough of this, and it
tears you up.

This week I perhaps gained the
fullest understanding of the con-
tempt many feel for the media as a
whole.

As the story got bigger, the shoes
got nicer, the car tags originated
further and further east, and the
questions grew more persistent and
blunt. 

During the heyday of the story, a
satellite truck city popped up across
from Excel Industries, and anchors
jockeyed for the best position to do
live standups with the crime scene
in the background. 

I understand they are doing their
jobs, and some of these groups told
some really good stories out of it. 

But I grew more and more angry
with them, muttering “vultures”
under my breath. Perhaps in part I
was mad because I felt a bit like
that myself.

As I drifted around the crowd of
Excel workers shortly after the
shooting, I felt exploitive. I knew if
I would just talk to a few people
who were in the building I'd get the

information I needed or the quote I
wanted. I just couldn't. That would
disappoint some professors and col-
leagues I had. But to me it wasn't
worth it. The scene was too raw.

After working a few emergencies,
a tornado, numerous grisly crimes,
and—I guess now a mass shoot-
ing—you start to notice something. 

Everyone is human. From the
people dealing with tragedy to
those organizing the response. You
see the fatigue. You see the compo-
sure breaks. You hear the non-pub-
lic language sneak out. The faces
we present to the public are a lux-
ury for happier times.

Even the “vultures” slowly
ground down, and I began to feel
more empathy than contempt for
them. Plus what a horrible way to
make a living, going from one
tragedy to the next.

This week, one man who has re-
ceived credit for the emergency re-
sponse talked to me about how he
felt he was responsible in part for a
failure.

I told him to think about how
many lives were saved and how
good of a job emergency responders
did.

The point is I think, many of us
have doubts and deep down ques-
tion our decisions and feel ab-
solutely alone with our own
hesitations. We are not alone.

At times I felt like a boy with no
idea what was going on. 

I finally tried to base any of my
decision making on if I thought it
was decent. 

You'll notice in the paper, we are
short on victim quotes in our arti-
cles. We did not do a lengthy analy-

sis of the shooter, and our coverage
lacks a few things you traditionally
see in a story like this.

But I didn't feel right inserting
myself into the situation. 

I did what I felt was best.
On Sunday, I went to the prayer

service at Hesston High School. I
took my girlfriend. I sat down in the
crowd away from the press section
and for the most part put down my
notebook.

A pastor, Gary Blaine, I think,
spoke about sorrow and how it eats
at you if you refuse to acknowledge
it. 

He talked about how you can
drown it in work, but it persists in
the quiet moments.

He talked about how you can
numb it with alcohol, but it remains
in the morning. 

He talked about how you can talk
to others, but even then it comes
back. 

I think there are a lot of us out
there who've tried all these things
in the last week.

He said there was someone else
you should give your sorrow to.

And I think those were good sen-
timents for the crowd to hear with
so many dealing with real sorrow. 

I'm glad I went for my sake and
not the paper. 

So we as a staff have tried to do
our best in handling the shooting.
Sometimes it's a bit easier to be a
person than a journalist, and per-
haps that's not who you want run-
ning your newspaper, but I'd rather
be a person. 

This is, I guess, a long way of say-
ing we should all be mindful in the
coming months of the victims, their
families and all of those who actu-
ally dealt with the situation instead
of just writing on it. 

Because if I felt the way I do from
only observing it, I hate to think
what those are going through who
actually lived it. 

Take care of each other. 

Adam Strunk is the managing ed-
itor of Newton Now. He can be
reached at adam@harveycoun-

tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Keep victims in mind after cameras turn off
Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706

N. Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the com-
munity and reserve the right to edit for clarification
or length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words,
and writers are limited to one letter every other
week. Letters are due by noon on Monday before
publication and must be signed with the writer’s
name, address and phone number for verification
purposes. Only the name and hometown will be in-
cluded in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous let-
ters or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to
volume, letters may need to hold although this is not
normally the case. 

Give credit
where credit is due

If you’re like the 75 million other
folks who have Netflix subscrip-
tions, you’ve probably come to

appreciate and lament all the good
and the bad the service has to offer.
Since shifting its focus to streaming
video, Netflix has created some en-
tertaining original programming,
but at the expense of its big-budget
movie offering (which certainly
leaves something to be desired). 

It’s not entirely fair to ding the
service for this, though, when its
monthly fee still costs less than a
large pizza at (insert your favorite
pizza place here). 

Of course, if that’s what you sub-
scribe to Netflix for, you’re doing it
all wrong. As a streaming service, it
has never really been the place to
go to watch the hottest new re-
leases. But what it lacks in Holly-
wood blockbusters, it more than
makes up for in documentaries.
And if you love to nerd out on good
documentaries, I’ve got five recom-
mendations you need to watch im-
mediately. 

In no particular order:
'Atari: Game Over'
You don’t have to love video

games to love this documentary.
But if you do, it’s a visual trip down
memory lane to the late 1970s and
the home video-game explosion led
by Atari that eventually imploded.
While the documentary focuses on
the rise and fall of Atari and the
rushed E.T. cartridge that many be-
lieve doomed the company, it takes
an objective, unbiased look at the
situation and fairly attributes
blame where blame is due. If you
like treasure hunts, this one’s for

you.

'Cartel Land'
Shot on both sides of the U.S.-

Mexico border, this documentary
follows two different men in their
efforts to stop the Mexican drug
cartels. It’s at times intense and de-
pressing, but it provides a better
picture of what we’re facing in the
war on drugs and human traffick-
ing. The filmmakers pull no
punches and even put themselves
in the line of fire to get some pretty
captivating footage. And they leave
the cameras rolling at all times,
capturing candid moments the
film’s main protagonist would prob-
ably rather you forget.

'Blood Brother'
Most college-age kids don’t have

ambitions of moving to India and
working with HIV-positive orphans,
but that’s exactly what Rocky Braat
did. In “Blood Brother,” Braat’s
longtime friend and filmmaker
Steve Hoover follows him with a
camera as he moves into an orphan-
age to care for some of India’s for-
gotten children. It’s real, it’s
moving...it’s really moving. And it

pulls no punches, showing some of
the most heart-wrenching scenes
you’ll see in a documentary. But it
will restore your faith in humanity. 

'Dear Zachary'
Grab some tissues and prepare to

ugly cry. If “Blood Brother” moves
you, “Dear Zachary” will bring you
to your knees. What starts out as a
tribute by filmmaker Kurt Kuenne
to his deceased friend Andrew
Bagby for Bagby’s unborn son takes
a major twist that serves as a gut
punch to the viewer and changes
the scope of the film. Simply shot
but masterfully edited, “Dear
Zachary” will run you through all
emotions. You’ll laugh, you’ll proba-
bly cry, and you’ll want to punch
the wall before it’s all said and
done. But you’ll be glad you experi-
enced it.

'Unbranded'
I lied—I saved my favorite for

last. “Unbranded” has the sole in-
tention of bringing awareness to the
wild horse situation currently fac-
ing our country, but it’s so much
more than that. Following a hand-
ful of recent college grads as they
attempt to ride mustangs from the
Mexican border to Canada, “Un-
branded” has some of the best cine-
matography you’ll ever see, period.
It’s entertaining, funny, breathtak-
ing, educational and inspirational
all at once. And just try not falling
in love with the old singing cow-
boy—I dare you. 

Jeremy Jaso resides in Newton
and is the father of two and married

to Robyn.

Five documentaries on Netflix you can’t miss

In a time of grieving how does one give thanks?
Such sentiment provides perhaps little consolation

for those who hurt after the recent mass shooting in
Newton and Hesston.

But if not for the actions of many individuals that
day, the tragedy could have gone far worse.

Cities, schools, police departments, emergency
management services and the sheriff’s office in the
county have all discussed active shootings. They met
only a few weeks ago as a body at the USD 373 Dis-
trict Office to discuss how together the county would
deal with such an event. They brainstormed and ex-
changed plans or ideas. 

At that meeting, Doug Schroeder talked about how
in such a shooting he hoped to see people quickly flee
the building. 

On Thursday, Excel employees did that. Schroeder
though, ran inside and quickly subdued the shooter. 

Had he not done that, more life would have been
lost. More would have been wounded. An off-duty po-
lice officer Sgt. Chris Carter also responded quickly
to supply medical aid. The Hesston Police Depart-
ment did its job protecting its citizens last week, and
it did its job well. 

Another side of this story is the emergency re-
sponse to the situation.

From the time the first ambulance arrived to the
time the last victim was taken away took 40 min-
utes. EMS transferred the most critical away first
and the most stable last. 

Newton Fire/EMS Chief Mark Willis said he knew
from reading case studies how people die bleeding
out at mass shootings. Thanks to the timely re-
sponse, that didn't happen in Hesston.

All of the living victims transferred from the scene
lived. That is an achievement. That is something to
give thanks for. And all the men and women, be they
EMS members, law enforcement or civilians, deserve
a pat on the back. 

Guys like Gary Denny of Emergency Communica-
tions and Dan Bronson of the Newton Fire/EMS De-
partment are charged with creating plans for mass
casualties or dealing with active shooters. 

These plans and their work can get glossed over by
everyone else. But the time they and many others
put in to these plans was invaluable on Thursday,
Feb. 25.

Too often at these events you see something like
this happen, and it catches a community off guard.
Mistakes are made. These mistakes are dissected in
the months to come. People say, “If only we had pre-
pared.” 

But that was not the case in Hesston. Tragedy
struck, and those in charge of handling it were pre-
pared, and handled it well. 

In the months to come, authorities likely will ex-
amine the response and what went right and wrong. 

Perhaps the lessons of Hesston will be passed onto
other communities.

But the response of Harvey County and the region
proves even small towns in rural Kansas can handle
and be prepared to deal with the unthinkable when
it suddenly becomes real. 

It provides a small amount of comfort knowing we
have so many competent men and women at our
backs prepared to protect us and serve us in our
times of need. 

We give thanks to all of them. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

REWIND

JEREMY JASO

Reader thanks city commission
I wish to say thank you to Mayor Glen Davis, Com-

missioner Leroy Koehn and the commissioners who
voted to terminate the services of Troy Carlson.
Those interested in reading the whole article can
find it on page 8 of Newton Now, dated Feb. 25,
2016.

Roger Gillispie
Newton

Say what?

Hope is being
able to see that
there is light 
despite all of the
darkness.

Desmond Tutu

AMY SMARSH-JOHNSON/NEWTON NOW
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Ihad drafted something light-
hearted…well, at least in my
mind’s eye. It was just lying

there, waiting for me to sit down
at the computer to share during
the weekend.

But then, Thursday afternoon
happened, and those thoughts
were replaced by shock and dis-
may.  

Although I wouldn’t learn the
truth until later, I had followed
the supposed path along Meridian
to 12th Street roughly 25 minutes
after the first shots were fired. At
the time, looking north, I thought
there had been an auto accident,
although there seemed to be much
more activity than a casual fender
bender.

By the time I arrived to my
house, a couple of my neighbors
were looking across a vacant field
between our homes and Merid-
ian—roughly five blocks to the site
of the action. My wife joined us a
few minutes later, stating someone
posted on Facebook about shots
being fired at Excel in Hesston.

My first reaction was to wonder
if the law enforcement lights we
saw were related to a roadblock of
some kind.

I resorted to my police scanner—
the same one I had used when
working as a journalist full time.
The same one that often shared
the trials and tribulations of
neighbors in other cities. I couldn’t
remember the last time I had it
turned on, but it lit up with the
buzz of the squelch switch and the
echo of law enforcement trying to
understand the scope of the pend-
ing bad news.

The first thing I sought in those
next moments was the safety of
my family.  Traffic on the scanner
seemed vague about where the
shooter was and someone even ref-

erenced 12th Street as a place to
check. For what, it didn’t matter
at that point.

My son was at basketball prac-
tice in the high school, so I drove
over there to make sure every-
thing was OK. I stopped him as he
walked across the parking lot and
asked him to hurry up and get
home. He had heard about some-
thing going on, but didn’t know a
lot of details. He loaded his gear in
his pickup truck and followed me
to our house.

And then, in those next few
hours as we watched and read an
endless cycle of news about sur-
vivors, heroes and all the people
trained to respond to just such
emergencies—but who also prayed
they never would—I was reminded
of the fragility of life.

I knew one of the people killed…
not well, but that doesn’t matter.
I had been inside the very building
where the shooting took place—
even photographed a governor’s
tour of the facility.

It seemed surreal. Harvey
County was a place of tranquil-
ity—like a last sanctuary of fam-
ily. It’s a place where other
communities could strive to model
themselves. And, it was a place
where horrible things just didn’t
take place. A few years ago, it also

was why my family didn’t relo-
cate—even through all those
months when I commuted to
Kansas City for work.

But in a 27-minute stretch, our
innocence was torn away, and the
television news targeted us as an-
other community of mass shooting.

What lesson were we supposed
to learn from the unspeakable hor-
ror played out on a cool February
afternoon that impacted countless
lives, both directly and indirectly?
Were we supposed to share some
level of pain?  

Those questions may never be
fully answered, so today, we’re left
mourning the loss of innocent lives
stolen from their families and the
many others forever changed.

But, our resolve will get us
through the trials we face, and
we’ll be a better county because of
it.  

That’s where we live—a place
you can still go for walks in the
evening without fears of evil, and
it’s a place where our children can
grow with a sense of communities
that are fundamentally decent.

And, one incident isn’t going to
change that…I promise.

To the hundreds of people who
helped in the face of tragedy—
thank you. I was reminded again
by your actions because it’s not
about how much each of us give,
but how much love we put into giv-
ing that really matters.

I’ve tried to make sense of why
this had to happen now and know
that Harvey County will wear the
scars of this moment for a long
time.  

But, we will recover. 
And, that’s what makes me

proud to call this my home.

Ken Knepper can be reached at
Ken.Knepper@gmail.com.

Harvey County will recover from this Thanks warranted to those
who donated food, time

Hesston Record reported
news with poise

As I write this, I'm feeling
sad. And angry. And not as
safe as I used to feel.

The events of the past week
have been horrific. Sometimes,
there just aren't words or the
words just don't even begin to de-
scribe the huge scope of the
tragedy.

I know what it's like to feel
traumatized, and I know what it's
like when one of your co-workers
dies on the job, but I have no idea
what it's like to have 14 co-work-
ers injured and another three
killed at work, a place where peo-
ple can become family because
you see them so much, day in and
day out, laughing with them,
talking about things going on in
your lives, making small talk,
talking about sports.

I'll be truthful with you, when I
was laid off from that other news-
paper in town, I was extremely
traumatized. It cut me to the
core. Without going into much de-
tail, I'll just say I know what it's
like. 

I could barely stand any loud
noises. When I was able to go to
church, at one point, I left be-
cause I physically couldn't toler-
ate the noise level, which wasn't
that bad. It was difficult for me to
talk to people on the phone. I had
to force myself to get out of bed
and leave the house. But I did it.
It was the most horrible I've ever
felt in my entire life. That in-
cludes the pain of giving birth to
three children.

My heart goes out to Excel em-
ployees, and it really goes out to
all who were there when it hap-
pened. It goes out to the families
and friends of those killed and in-
jured. And my heart goes out to
all who volunteered and the
emergency workers. As horrible
as I felt after being laid off, I

think I can only imagine a little
of what they're going through.

When a co-worker, Medford
Logsdon, died following injuries
in a car accident on his way back
to work, that also was difficult. I
had trouble sleeping. He was a
photographer. It was a huge
shock. The powers that be
brought in someone from Prairie
View to talk to us, which was
nice. He also seemed to be sad.

I think that death touched a lot
of people in Newton/North New-
ton because Medford, as we called
him, was in the public eye. One of
the things we did was post emails
on a cubicle divider. 

It definitely helped us heal,
seeing all the support we received
from the public. Another thing we
did was we, systematically, took
turns emptying his desk. That
helped us accept he was gone.

I'll never forget one day when
the police scanner sounded an in-
jury accident, and none of us in
the newsroom got up to cover it.
We all sat there. No one said a
word. We just couldn't go. The
managing editor at the time was
Chris Strunk, and he had gone
out to Medford's accident. We all
weren't ready to go out on a call
like that yet.

In our neck of the woods in
Newton and Hesston, our sense of
security has diminished. For

those at Excel, I'm sure it's prob-
ably gone out the door right now.
I feel less safe myself. I make
sure to lock my home door during
the day. That won't stop a
shooter, and it makes me feel
safer.

Many of us will recall where we
were when we heard about the
shooting. Last Thursday night
when I left work, I heard sirens,
but didn't think much of it be-
cause there weren't that many. I
went on to Curves to work out,
and when I got back to my car,
my phone had some texts on it
and a message from Adam here.
Adam wanted me to go cover the
shooting, and my boyfriend
wanted me to not go anywhere,
because at the time, everyone
thought there was an active
shooter or two in Newton. I called
Adam back and found out Clint
went to take photos.

So, I decided to drive to Merid-
ian Street in Newton to see what
I could take photos of there. A red
SUV had five bullet holes in the
windshield. Family members
called to make sure I was OK,
even my son in New York City.

I, and the rest of the staff, don't
like covering these events. We
wish people would not kill each
other and cause national headline
news like this, and we have to
cover it nevertheless. We live in
this community, so it affects us
like it does you. 

We feel our job is to inform,
help the community heal and
help us all come together.

Excel Industries and all those
affected, you are in our prayers.

Wendy Nugent is the features
editor and lead photographer at

Newton Now. She can be reached
at wendy@harveycountynow.com

or 316-281-7899.

Communities mourn loss of three workers
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On Friday, Feb. 26, about 170 law enforcement,
investigation and emergency management profes-
sionals arrived in Harvey County ready to work. 

The reception they received from the cities of Hes-
ston, Newton and the surrounding area came as a
surprise to many of them.  

Before the emergency management personnel
could even begin to make a list of what they needed
to accommodate this influx to the population, the
phone calls started pouring in. Callers asked, “What
do you need?” “What can we do?” “How can we
help?”

In response, several of the agents and officers
filed down table after table of food and drink and
said, “Wow. We never expect this.” “We’ve never had
this.” “Thank you.” 

So we said, “This was donated by the community.”
“They appreciate you.” “This is how we do it in Har-
vey County.”

The logistics branch of the emergency manage-
ment team would like to extend sincere gratitude to
everyone contributing.  Your donations of items and
volunteer hours made the investigative process go
faster, more efficiently and lessened the negative
impact on each of them.  

To the individual residents of Hesston and the
surrounding towns, thank you for the generous indi-
vidual donations of water, food, snacks, paper goods
and other miscellaneous items. The list is a long
one. Please know we appreciate each of you.  

Thanks to Kansas Secured Title, Weavers Gro-
cery, USD 460, Grace Crossing (Moundridge), Mc-
Donald Law Office, EagleMed, Harvey County EDC
and Newton Area Chamber of Commerce for your
contributions. 

Second, sincere thanks to area restaurants and
businesses for sponsoring meals on Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday.  Those included Casey’s General
Store (Hesston), Hesston College, Waters Edge,
Panda Kitchen, Scoops, Dillons (Newton), Walmart
(Newton) and Olive Garden (Hutchinson).   

Also, thank you to the congregations of Bethel
College Mennonite Church, Trinity Heights United
Methodist Church and St. Mary’s Catholic Church
for partnering together to provide a lunch on Satur-
day. 

And since the process went much faster than ex-
pected, thanks to the other sponsors scheduled to
donate, but then not needed. They include: Lincoln
Perk, Weavers Grocery, Jason’s Deli (Wichita) and
Marcia Carlson. 

The city of Hesston employees quickly jumped in
to assist in any way necessary.  We appreciate how
you graciously answered phones, greeted donors,
kept records, arranged fire/EMS bays, set up and
tore down the food areas each day.

Hesston Chamber director Becky Galloway con-
nected with Hesston businesses and Newton
churches providing several meals, and assisted city
staff with the day-to-day processes. 

Community Chaplain Response Team members
April Reynolds, Marlene Beeson, Rowena Schroeder,
Helen Nachtigal and chaplains provided a broad
range of services. They staffed the reception center
on Thursday night, providing an invaluable commu-
nication for families and friends. They also staffed
meals and meeting sites throughout the city.   

Newton resident Kristen Brewer arrived on scene
with donations of entire meals before we even had a
chance to return the first phone call.  She spent
countless hours throughout the weekend in any ca-
pacity needed at the time. 

Resident Jessica Houston, a local caterer, volun-
teered to set up the buffet line and manage food
safety for Saturday. 

Boy Scout troops from Hesston and Newton volun-
teered to staff an evening meal and provide parking
service at the community church service. Wichita
area troops had a collection drive to provide items
for future emergency events. 

American Red Cross, New Jerusalem Missions
and Salvation Army provided supplies for the recep-
tion area on Thursday night. Salvation Army
brought canteen service to the candlelight vigil. 

Related to this sudden increase in visitors, Nisly
Brothers provided trash service. Waste Connections
donated portable toilets and hand-washing stations.   

And last, to the countless others who called and
offered to help, we say “THANK YOU.”  Even the
offer of help was a gift in itself.

Submitted by Tina Payne 
on behalf of the Logistics Division

CONTACT YOUR LEADERS
Newton Mayor Glen Davis
316-283-8976
glendavis3@cox.net

Newton Vice Mayor Barth Hague
316-283-2785
hague@mail.com

Newton Commissioner Leroy Koehn
316-772-3166
ldkoehn@kpc.kscoxmail.com

Newton Commissioner David A. Ny-
gaard
316-207-7934
dnygaard@cox.net

Newton Commissioner Kathy Valen-
tine
316-516-4691
happyvalentine@cox.net

North Newton Mayor Ron Braun
316-283-7990
rdbraun@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Gregg
Dick
316-283-1366
greggd@bethelks.edu

North Newton Council Member Jim
Goering

316-284-0786
sgoering02@gmail.com

North Newton Council Member Paul
Harder
316-283-8262
phhefh@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Ron
Ratzlaff
316-283-2566

A kudos and thanks goes out this week to the  Hes-
ston Record. The Record has helped us out and shared
coverage as we reported on the recent Hesston and
Newton shooting. 

The Record's staff were among the first on the scene
and reported a tragic and heart-wrenching event in
their community with poise. 

Our thoughts are with them as Hesston and the
area moves toward healing. We know healing will
happen and The Record will be there to chronicle the
move forward. We are glad that our communities and
our publications have been able to work together. 

from the Newton Now staff
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wire hangers over the makeshift
memorial along the roadside,
the silent reminders of the
tragic Thursday that shattered
the piece of not only a town, but
a region.

***

Three days earlier, a visibly
tired Sheriff T. Walton an-
swered another of the hundred
questions he faced.

Did he think a mass shooting
would have ever happened in
Hesston.

“Isn't that what every sheriff
stuck behind the podium says? I
wish I wasn't up here, but here
we are,” he said.

Dozens of video cameras,
audio recorders, and notebooks
recorded his words, which in
minutes would be broadcast and
viewed throughout the state and
country. For a brief moment, the
eyes of the country turned onto
Hesston, watching the story of
violence, tragedy, loss and even-
tually heroism unfold. 

There had been no moment of
breath for him or any law en-
forcement at the scene since 5
p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 25,
when reports of two shot drivers
came into Newton and when
Hesston Police Chief Doug
Schroeder reported he was tak-
ing fire at Excel Industries.

***

By 5:30 p.m., Schroeder killed
the shooter at Excel Industries.
Walton credited Schroeder,
unidentified at the time, with
charging into the building sin-
gle-handedly. He called the man
a hero, said he saved lives. The
shooter, armed with an assault
rifle and an automatic handgun,
would not have stopped until
someone stopped him, Walton
said. The name “hero” stuck to
Schroeder, and days later the
“Hero-Cop” of Hesston, as he
was identified, would be spread
in national headlines.

Without Schroeder, the toll
would have likely been much
higher, but the shooter's ram-
page left three dead and 14
wounded. 

***

As ambulance after ambu-
lance made their way to the
Excel plant and hundreds of law
enforcement converged upon the
area, workers, their families
and friends milled around the
area. Some cried, some hugged,
some had frantic conversations
of the whereabouts of their fam-
ily members. Others looked
shell shocked.

Media began to mingle
through the crowd as witnesses
tearfully recounted what they
saw. 

A triage unit blocked Ridge
Road. Emergency responders as-
sessed and rendered aid to vic-
tims and loaded them up into
air ambulance ,sending them to
three different hospitals. 

***

Earlier that day, these Excel
workers were working the sec-
ond shift. 

Employee Chris Brooks said
he did not know it was an active
shooter in the building at first.

“I was in my area fixing what
needed to be done, and I heard
a guy yelling ‘fire,’ and I
thought there was just a fire in

the shop. I put my stuff down
and just started walking away.
I heard pops like gunshots, and
people were running in all di-
rections, and I started running,
too. We all ran across the road.
I could hear the bullets zinging
by,” he said.

Employees fled the building
in all directions after employees
reported hearing “fire” being
yelled in various parts of the
plant.

“I heard gunshots, and I got
the hell out,” Dan Hampton, an
Excel welder, said. “I saw peo-
ple running."

Jackson Smith, also a welder,
said he saw people running to-
ward him.

“It all happened from the
other side of where we were,” he
said.

Keith Carter said other em-
ployees reported seeing a man
pull an “AK-47.”

Excel employees were later
credited by law enforcement
and emergency responders with
saving lives, either remaining
in the building to help wounded
coworkers or providing aid out-
side.

Once outside, employees
made makeshift tourniquets
from shirt sleeves and did what
they could to stop the bleeding. 

Newton Fire and EMS Chief
Mark Willis said in his 30 plus
years he had dealt with mass
casualties before. He had seen
the aftermath of a tornado but

never anything like what he
saw at Hesston. 

Still, certain principles held
true with any situation produc-
ing large numbers of wounded
individuals.

He said EMS transferred all
of the victims to three different
hospitals in the region. The
worst were sent to Wichita, the

more stable to Newton Medical
Center. That move kept any one
trauma unit from being over-
whelmed.

All of the patients transferred
away lived. But three individu-
als did not leave the Excel
Plant. 

Later, the sheriff’s office re-
leased their names: Renee Ben-

jamin, 30; Joshua Higbee, 31;
Brian Sadowsky, 44.

***

The grieving process for
many began shortly after the
events Thursday. Many took to
social media to air their feel-
ings. Others expressed prayers,
thoughts and condolences on-
line. 

A hashtag, #Hesstonstrong,
popped up and served as a way
for people to organize and fol-
low the public outpouring. 

Hustler mowers, manufac-
tured at the Excel plant began
to dot lawns throughout Hes-
ston and North Newton and
Newton as more tactile expres-
sions of support for the shoot-
ings victims.

Still, even in this digital age,
the need to hug, to hold a hand,
to speak, express lament, and
offer courage to the person next
to you exists as it has for thou-
sands of years. 

The public grieving began in
earnest Friday night at a Hes-
ston Park where hundreds
came together for a candle light
vigil.

Excel employees and their
family took turns climbing upon
a park table to talk about what
happened.

Some called for understand-
ing, some for unity, some ex-
pressed gratitude for
community support and others
highlighted the love and togeth-
erness felt at the gathering.

Candles were lit, and three
sets of balloons were released in
memory of those who died.

The evening ended with a
speaker asking God for his help
and saying he knew with that
help the community would
make it through.

Crowd members then joined
their voices in a verse of
"Amazing Grace," the deep
tones of machinists combining
with the higher voices of
women and children, drifting
with the balloons through the
evening air.

***

By Sunday evening, an even
larger crowd filled the Hesston
gym. They heard readings from
the Bible. They sang hymns to-
gether. Community members
coming together to worship is
nothing new in Hesston.

Fourteen candles were lit for
those wounded. Four extin-
guished for those who died. 

Perhaps the event provided a
small comfort in a return to a
familiar practice. The service
was designed to provide com-
fort and healing for the hearts
which felt sorrow. 

A pastor informed the crowd
that God was in Hesston in the
times they helped each other,
in the response of the police,
the EMS, the Excel workers.
He said God had not abandoned
Hesston in its time of need.

Event goers were called on to
acknowledge their sorrow but
recognize other days would
come, days of healing and days
of hope.

Near the end of the service,
Gary Janzen of Garden Com-
munity Church read a passage
from Romans 12:9-21.

The passage pertained to love
in action and forgiving wrong-
doings. It ends:

“Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good.” 

Editor’s note: The Hesston
Record contributed to this 

report.

RECOVERY
From Page 1

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT
Above: These are just four of the hun-
dreds of people who attended the candle-
light vigil Friday night in Hesston. 

Right Center: Jason Jones sings during
the Sunday night community service at
Hesston High School.

Right Bottom and Below: People hold
candles while others speak during the
Friday night candlelight vigil in Hesston. 

As three ambulances mobilized, his
radio picked up Hesston Police Chief
Doug Schroeder at Excel Industries say-
ing he was taking fire and engaged with a
shooter.

That was when Mark Willis knew he
was dealing with an active shooter. He
routed one of the ambulances to Excel
and made his way up there.

En route, he called the MERG or Major
Emergency Response Group. The group
consists of a wide web of regional emer-
gency response units.

The first ambulance and Willis arrived
on the scene at 5:17 p.m.

Upon arrival, he said victims were
sorted or triaged according to their sever-
ity.

“All of this happened in a matter of
minutes, and we had no credible informa-
tion on how many victims we had,” he
said. “They just kept showing up at vari-
ous locations. In a mass-casualty incident,
the priority is to get the most critical off
the scene first. Finally, you get to the
minor injuries.”

He said Excel workers were already
rendering aid when he arrived and as-
sisted first responders, something he
credited with helping save patients.

“In several incidents I said, ‘Keep doing
what you’re doing until I can get more re-
sources and get them off the scene.’”

The first victim was transported away
at 5:25 p.m. As more ambulances and hel-
icopters showed up, patients were loaded
on and divided between area hospitals to
avoid overwhelming a single location with
trauma.

Willis said, after reading multiple ac-
tive shooting case studies, the largest re-

peated concern was patients bleeding out
on the scene. Speed for responders was
the priority.

Within 40 minutes, every one of the 13
victims was triaged and sent to hospitals,
some in helicopters out of Wichita and
Emporia. Others were transported by
ground ambulances. In all, 13 ambu-
lances, as well as 10 support vehicles,
were on the scene. Two helicopters re-
sponded, and Willis routed others to New-
ton Medical Center as he had information
victims were being transported there by
private vehicles.

Willis said, to his knowledge, all the pa-
tients triaged were still alive as of Friday
evening.

“That’s the reward,” he said. “It’s a
team effort between EMS, law enforce-
ment, first responders and training.”

Only a few days earlier, many of the
first responders, city officials and law en-
forcement sat in a room at the Newton
USD 373 District Office and discussed
how they would deal with an active
shooter event. He said those discussions
and previous emergency training played a
large role in the response.

“I think it’s been on our minds,” he
said. “We’ve all been reading best prac-
tices. Man, I wish we would have had the
full training plan under our belt, but I
think we were more prepared and
thoughtful on how we approached it.”

Willis said the great respect and coop-
eration shared between Harvey County
Agencies aided in the response and also
credited Dan Bronson, who is responsible
for coordinating the county’s active
shooter planning.

“He’s been an invaluable asset,” Willis
said. “We have the entire alphabet of fed-
eral agencies here. He has been at the
forefront at the planning and coordina-
tion.”

TRIAGE
From Page 1

Newton School Board approves tax request

The Newton School board approved
the Newton Recreation Commission's
request to increase its taxing authority
by unanimous vote at its Feb. 24 meet-
ing. 

The action allows the Rec commis-
sion the ability to up its taxes by one
mill. The Rec now has to make the de-
cision to do so, which it has already in-
dicated it would.

The NRC currently levies about 8.2
mills in taxes according to Rec superin-
tendent Brian Bascue, 6.5 mills go to-
ward operations, with the rest going
toward employee benefits.

The planned increase would help
fund improvements to baseball and
softball fields around town and to re-
place equipment that has aged out.

Bascue sought to clarify that increas-
ing the mill levy for the Rec does not
take away funds from the school dis-
trict.

While the mills for the Rec are levied
through the school district, the mills
remain in a separate fund.

If the NRC would raise its taxes by a
full mill it would cost the owner of a
$100,000 home $11 a year more in ad-
ditional taxes.

In other action at it’s meeting, the
school board heard discussion of the
Newton High School Custodial duties
being altered with custodians switch-
ing to a concept called team cleaning. 

Instead of a custodian taking care of
a large number of different duties at
the high school, custodians will func-
tion as specialists.

One will serve as a vacuum special-

ist; one will serve as a restroom spe-
cialist etc. 

The school board heard how
Hutchinson High School switched to
such a service and reported a 40 per-
cent savings.

The idea is like the assembly line.
People with specialized jobs are able to
do those jobs more efficiently than peo-
ple trying to do multiple kinds of jobs. 

The change is expected to go into ef-
fect during spring break. 

ETC
The Newton School District spent a

considerable amount of time, around
an hour and 45 minutes in the process
of strategic planning. There were no
big new developments. When one
comes out of one of the sessions, New-
ton Now will write an update.

The School board approved accepting
a considerable amount of donations
from various local businesses.  Gifts in-
clude: $1,340 from the USD 373
Booster club to pay for sound equip-
ment for the Chisholm Middle School
Gym, $232 from Halstead Knights of
Columbus to pay for the Circle of
Friends Program, $2,000 in materials
from Millennium Machine, a DoAll
Saw valued at $6,500 for the Newton
High School Machine technology
classes, an auto late valued at $4,500
from Moridge Manufacturing, a
$10,000 shop shear from Budde Enter-
prises, $1,200 from Newton Medical
Center, $5,000 in materials from Har-
low Aerostructures LLC and $500 from
Melissa Koehn for the Newton High
School Business Professionals of Amer-
ica Club.

NEWTON NOW STAFF
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Brian E.
Sadowsky,
44, was trag-
ically taken
from this
world on
Thursday,
Feb. 25,
2016, at his
place of em-
ployment,
Excel Industries in Hes-
ston.

Survivors include his
wife Violet and son Mar-
tin Wade, of the home;
parents Loretta and
Bruce Sadowsky, Derby;
brother, Bruce Jr. and
wife Laura Sadowsky,
Arvada, Colo., and their
children, Christopher
Sadowsky, Tiffany Buy-
ers, Daniel Sadowsky and
James Sadowsky; and
three sisters, Linda and
husband Russell Tucker,
Hutchinson, and their
daughter Jennifer Rucker
and Lori Ignacio, Myrtle
Beach, S.C., and her chil-
dren Earnie Ignacio and
Brandi Archibeque, and
Iris and Gilbert Graevs,
Derby, and their children

Christina
Hall, Dawn
Armagost and
Cheryl
Aldrich.

Visitation
will be from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday,
March 3, at
Broadway

Colonial Funeral Home,
120 E. Broadway. Fu-
neral services will be at 2
p.m. Friday, March 4, at
First Mennonite Church,
429 E. First in Newton.

There will be no burial
following the service at
the church. Cremation
has taken place.

To honor Brian's witty
and amazingly “filter-bro-
ken” sense of humor, the
family requests that very
casual attire be worn.
Those who knew him well
knew he preferred his hu-
morous T-shirts and a
pair of jeans. Please dress
accordingly.

Friends may sign the
book online and read the
obituary at www.broad-
waycolonialfuneralhome. 

BRIAN E. SADOWSKY

Rosella
“Rose”
Friesen, 95,
passed away
on Sunday,
Feb. 28,
2016, at As-
bury Park in
Newton. She
was born
June 7, 1920,
in Walton, to David F.
and Mary (Goertz)
Schmidt.

On March 9, 1941, she
married Arthur Friesen
in Lehigh, and he pre-
ceded her in death. She
worked at several restau-
rants including Cedar Vil-
lage and the Coffee Pot
until the age of the 72. 

Rose was preceded in
death by her husband
Arthur, brothers Clarence
and Waldo Schmidt and
sisters Elsie Foth, Ann
Reimer, Malinda Janzen,
Viola Tilson and grand-
daughter Carla Marie.

She is survived by son
Kenneth (Vickie) Friesen;

daughters
Rose Marie
(Bob) Craw-
ford and Linda
(Ines) Flores;
and brother
Willard
Schmidt, all of
Newton. She
also is sur-
vived by six

grandchildren, 18 great-
grandchildren and five
great-great-grandchil-
dren.

Funeral service will
be at 2 p.m., Thursday,
March 3, at First Church
of God at Broadway and
Fairview with Pastor
Clint McBroom presid-
ing. Interment will be
next to her husband
Arthur in the Restlawn
Gardens, rural Newton.

In lieu of flowers do-
nations may be made to
Asbury Park or Harry
Hynes Memorial Hos-
pice in care of Petersen
Funeral Home in New-
ton.

ROSELLA FRIESEN

Josh Lee
Higbee, 31,
Buhler,
passed away
Thursday,
Feb. 25,
2016. 

Contact
the family
for service
details. 

He is survived by his
parents, Jerome and
Rhonda Jackson; fiance,
Subrina Luke; son, John
Higbee; brother,
Nathaniel (LaShonda)
Hinson; sister, Alicia
Higbee; stepson, Gabriel
Patrick; aunts, Sondra

Hopson, Arnita
(Steven) Bat-
son, Lisa Hin-
son and Karon
Austin; uncle,
Kenny
(Brenda) Hin-
son; numerous
nieces and
nephews; and
numerous

other family members. 
A memorial has been

established in Josh's
name via www.Go-
FundMe.com. Share on-
line condolences at
www.CozineMemorial.co
m. Services are by Broad-
way Mortuary in Wichita.

JOSH LEE HIGBEE

Dolores
M. (Deni-
son) Clark
was born in
Randolph,
Kansas on
Oct. 19,
1923. She
was the
sixth child
in a family
of seven children, born
to Reuben and Mabel
(Nygren) Denison, who
farmed in the Blue
River Valley north of
Manhattan. 

Dolores was the last
living sibling from the
Denison family and was
preceded in death by her
husband Maurice Clark
in 2008. She is survived
by her children Michael
J. Clark and wife Rachel
of Grapevine, Texas,
Bradley E. Clark and
wife Mary of Olathe,
Jennifer G. Veer and
husband Terry of New-
ton, Spencer L. Clark

and wife
Sherry of
Newton,
Shelly D. Carl-
son and hus-
band Calvin of
Lindsborg,
and Barry A.
Clark and wife
Dina of Man-
hattan; 16

grandchildren; and 15
great-grandchildren. She
also is survived by her
niece Janelle (Denison)
Schulz, and nephews Jeff
and Joe Anderson.

Funeral service will be
10:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb.
27, at Lindsborg
Covenant Church Linds-
borg. Visitation will be
from 3 to 5 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 26th at Petersen Fu-
neral Home in Newton
and 9:30 a.m. to service
time Saturday at Linds-
borg Covenant Church.
Burial will be in the New
Gottland Cemetery rural
McPherson.

DOLORES M. CLARK

Elda
Koehn
Siemens
Jantz, 94,
died Thurs-
day, Feb.
25, 2016, at
the Newton
Presbyte-
rian Manor.

She was
born Oct. 14, 1921, in
Halstead to Fred and
Susie (Jantz) Koehn.

Elda married Wilbur
Siemens on Nov. 11,
1939. They lived on a
farm east of Walton
where they started far-
rowing pigs for a retire-
ment occupation.
Wilbur died Aug. 11,
1975, after which folks
still continued to con-
tact Elda for her quality
pigs.

On April 26, 1981, she
married Kerwin Jantz;
they moved to Newton.

Kerwin died Jan. 5,
2007.

Elda was preceded in

death by par-
ents, brothers
Roy Koehn,
Don Koehn,
sisters Elvina
Ediger, Laura
Becker, Lydia
Decker and
Erma Unruh,
and son, Har-
vey Siemens.

Survivors include sons
Robert (Karen) Siemens
of Sedgwick, Dennis
(Martha) Siemens of
Newton, daughter
Carol(Jerry) Hiebert of
Newton and daughter-in-
law Bonnie Siemens of
Bel Aire; 12 grandchil-
dren, 28 great-grandchil-
dren and twins to be
born in a few months,
twin great-great grand-
daughters; and nieces
and nephews.

Funeral services were
Monday, Feb. 29, at First
Mennonite Church in
Newton. Interment will
be in the Walton Ceme-
tery.

ELDA JANTZ

Teresa
“Trudy”
Barber of
Springfield,
Mo., went
to be with
her heav-
enly father
on Thurs-
day, Feb.
25, 2016. 

Trudy was preceded
in death by her parents
Norman and Geraldine
Reese. 

She is survived by
husband, Jim Barber;

sons, Blake and wife
Katie Barber, and Brady
Barber; sisters, Barbara
Deewall and Normadine
Noone; brother Berye
Reese; and many nieces
and nephews. 

A celebration of

Trudy’s life
will be at 1:30
pm. Wednes-
day, March 2,
at Berean
Academy, 201
Elbing Road in
Elbing.

In lieu of
flowers,
friends are en-

couraged to make a me-
morial donation in
Trudy’s memory to any of
the following: Berean
Academy; Newton Chris-
tian Church; or Opera-
tion Broken Silence.
Friends are encouraged
to share how Trudy
touched their lives in the
comments below.

Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton is in
charge of arrangements.

TERESA ‘TRUDY’ BARBER

Dr.
Frances Ann
Allen passed
away on
Sunday, Feb.
28, 2016, at
the age of
100. She was
born on June
21, 1915, in
Doniphan,
Mo., to Charles F. and
Hope (Harmon) Allen.
Following graduation
from Southeast Missouri
State Teachers College in
1937, she taught history
and physical education at
Normandy High School in
St. Louis before entering
The University of Kansas
School of Medicine in
1939. After graduating in
1943, she served an in-
ternship at the University
of Iowa Hospital in Iowa
City.

Then, she was employed
as a general practitioner
by Bethel Clinic in New-
ton, where her parents
and younger brother were
living.

Allen served as chair-
man of the Medical De-
partment of Bethel
Deaconess Hospital. She
conducted clinical trials
for L-DOPA, a new med-
ication for the treatment
of Parkinson’s Disease.
Because of her efforts,
Newton became the sec-
ond city in the United
States to have defibrilla-
tors available for ambu-
lance personnel.

Allen retired in 1978 at
the age of 62 when her in-
creasing deafness made it
difficult for her to con-
tinue her practice. Later
that summer, she traveled

to Taiwan to
train medical
students. 

Her many
contributions to
Newton’s med-
ical and art
communities
were celebrated
in 2010 with “A
Night to Re-

member” sponsored by the
Newton Art Association
and Newton Medical Cen-
ter.

Allen was preceded in
death by her parents; her
sister, Ruth Elizabeth
Allen McNail; brothers,
Charles Preston Allen and
James Harmon Allen; and
niece, Patricia Ann Allen.

Survivors include her
nephews, James H. Allen,
Jr. (Betty) of Auburn,
Kansas and Richard F.
Allen (Sharon) of Newton;
nieces, Nancy Ruth
Graber (John) of Newton,
Sally June Allen (Tom) of
Wichita, and Susan Allen
Kline (Steve) of Fort
Worth, Texas; ten great-
nieces and nephews, and
ten great-great-nieces and
nephews.

A celebration of Dr.
Allen’s life will be at
10:30 a.m. Saturday,
March 12, at First Pres-
byterian Church in New-
ton with the Rev.
Deborah Hollifield presid-
ing. 

In lieu of flowers, the
family suggests that con-
tributions be made to the
Carriage Factory Art
Gallery, the Smile Train
or an educational charity
of choice, in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home in
Newton.

DR. FRANCES ALLEN

Larry
Thompson
Sr., 77, went
to be with
his Lord on
Sunday, Feb.
28, 2016. 

His life
was dedi-
cated to
serving the
Lord and leading others
to Christ. He was born in
1938 in Swanville, Minn.,
to Theadore Thompson
and Crystal Burch. In
1961 while attending Life
Bible College in Los An-
geles, he married the love
of his life, Mollie Wade
Thompson. He graduated
from seminary in 1963. 

Larry was proceeded in
death by his father,
Theadore Thompson,
mother Crystal Thompson
and brothers Ted and
Tommy Thompson. 

Larry is survived by his

wife, Mollie
Thompson,
daughters De-
siree and her
husband Kent
Martens,
Melissa and her
husband Larry
Beck and son,
Larry Thomp-
son Jr. and his

wife, Angela, as well as
nine grandchildren, John
and his wife Roxanne,
Alex, Kenzie Martens and
Madison, Kennedy, Jack
Beck and London, Lauren
and Olivia Thompson.

A celebration of life
service will be at 2 p.m.
Thursday, March 3, at the
Mennonite Brethren
Church, 610 W. Randall
in Hesston. Memorials
may be made to New Life
Covenant Youth Camp
Scholarship fund, 2301
North Hoover Road, Wi-
chita, KS 67205.

LARRY THOMPSON SR.

Dean D. Heintz, 91,
died Tuesday, Feb. 23,
2016, at Newton Presby-
terian Manor. He was
born Jan. 8, 1925, in
Mitchell, S.D., to Peter L.
and Minnie (Corrington)
Heintz. 

On March 4, 1943, he
married Lois F. (Back-
lund) Heintz, and she
survives of the home. 

He is survived by his
wife Lois of Newton;
daughter and son-in-law
Joan and Gregg Petersen
of Newton; daughter
Jean and her husband
Jim Cherrington of Fair-
play, Colo.; daughter

Lynn and her husband
Richard Burgess of
Lyons; six grandchildren;
and 10 great-grandchil-
dren.

He was preceded in
death by his parents and
infant son Vaughn.

Graveside committal
service with U.S. Navy
Honors will be at 10 a.m.
Monday, Feb. 29, 2016,
at Greenwood Cemetery
in Newton, with Pastor
Ron Kite of Salem
United Methodist
Church presiding. There
will be a private visita-
tion only prior to the
service.

DEAN D. HEINTZ

Betty Jo
Sandate, 69,
was called
by our Lord
Jesus Christ
on Tuesday,
Feb. 23,
2016, while
at the Harry
Hynes Me-
morial Hos-
pice in Wichita. She
passed away peacefully
surrounded by her
beloved family.

Betty was born on July
15, 1946 in Salina, the
daughter of Tommy and
Melba Jo Rogers. A grad-
uate of Salina Central
High School, she also at-
tended Marymount Col-
lege in Salina.

She was preceded in
death by her parents;
one brother, Jim; and
one daughter Cindy.

Betty is survived by

her loving
husband of 50
years, Celio
Sandate of the
home; daugh-
ter Christine
and husband
Steve of
Derby; four
grandchildren;
four great-

grandchildren; and many
nieces, nephews, cousins,
and countless friends.

The Recitation of the
Holy Rosary was on Sun-
day, Feb. 28, at Our
Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church in New-
ton.

The Mass of Christian
Burial was at 10 a.m.
Monday, Feb. 29, also at
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church with in-
terment in St. Mary’s
Catholic Cemetery in
Newton.

BETTY JO SANDATE

Thursday, March 3
7:30 a.m.—First Thurs-

day Breakfast at Grand
Central Senior Center.
Enjoy biscuits and gravy
casserole, hash brown
nuggets, fresh fruit, juice
and coffee. Suggested do-
nation: $5

8:30 a.m.—Community
Chat at Grand Central
Senior Center. Come and
gather information about
the Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance program.

6:30 p.m.—Severe
Weather
Awareness/Storm Spotter
Workshop, Santa Fe 5/6
Center

7 p.m.—Newton High
School girls’ basketball
sub-state tournament vs.
Salina South at Raven-
scroft Gym.

Friday, March 4
8 a.m.—State Bowling

Tournament at Northrock
Lanes in Wichita.

9:30 a.m.—Toddler
Story Time at Newton
Public Library. Stories,
crafts, songs, rhymes and
more for children aged six
months to two and a half
years. Registration is re-
quired.

Saturday, March 5
2 p.m.—Newton

Fire/EMS awards recep-
tion at Newton Fire/EMS
station No. 3, 2520 S.
Kansas Ave., Newton.

2 p.m.—Creative Writ-
ers Fellowship meeting at
Hesston Public Library.
Kevin Hower and Marilyn
Helburg will share tips for
“Writing Believable Fic-
tion.” RSVP regrets only
to Marilyn Helburg, pro-
gram chair.

3 p.m.—Teen Screen
Saturday at Newton Pub-
lic Library. Come watch
the blockbuster Jurassic
World. Snacks will be pro-
vided.

Monday, March 7
9 a.m.—Harvey County

Commission meeting,
Harvey County Court-
house

7 p.m.—Newton Plan-
ning Commission meeting,
Newton City Hall

Tuesday, March 8
6:30 p.m.—Easter Col-

oring and Crafts at New-
ton Public Library.
Supplies will be provided,
but feel free to bring your
own. 

Feb. 24
Criminal 
Agg Burglary, Theft,

500 Blk SE 3rd 
Burglary, Theft, 900

Blk SE 3rd 
Arrests

Edwood B. Osborne, 20,
Wellington / Poss Drugs,
Poss Para, I-145 MM28 

Matthew R. Newfeld,
34, Newton / Agg Kidnap-
ping, Criminal Restraint,
Dom Battery, Violation

PFA, 400 Blk Sherman 
Ahmad R. James, 28,

Newton / DWS, 200 Blk E
12th 

Cornelius Ellis, III, 21,
Colorado / Warrant, 300
Blk SE 4th 

Jordan E. Brundagem,
21, Newton / Poss Marij,
Poss Para, 300 Blk SE
4th 

James A. Cox, 33, Wi-
chita / Warrant, Un-
known Location 
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FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifieds

4 For Rent MCN

Apartments/Homes/Rooms
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. 
rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

2 bedroom apartment for rent in Hillsboro.
Contact Rebecca 620-947-4021. 09-2tp

2 bdrm house, central heat and air. Located
in Hillsboro. 620-245-1648. 09-2tp

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)
have purchased some of the following
classifieds. Determining the value of the
service or product is advised by this pub-
lication. In order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not offer em-
ployment but rather supply the readerswith
manuals, directories and other materials
designed to help their clients establish
mail order selling and other businesses at
home. Under NO circumstances should
you send money in advance or give the
client your checking account, license ID,
or credit card numbers. Also beware of
ads that claim to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that if a credit
repair company does business only over
the phone it is illegal to request any money
before delivering its services. All funds
are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers
may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Adoption
WARM, FUN, PROFESSIONAL Couple with
hearts full of love eager to provide your
baby with love and happiness forever. Ex-
penses paid. Christina and Michael
(877)298-1945

For Sale
20’ 40’ 45’ 48’ 53’ Storage containers  cen-
tralcontainer.net or 785 655 9430

Help Wanted
Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Operator
Career! We Offer Training and Certifications
Running Bulldozers, Backhoes and Exca-
vators. Lifetime Job Placement. VA Benefits
Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

EARN $500 A DAY: Insurance Agents Need-
ed . Leads, No Cold Calls .  Commissions
Paid Daily . Lifetime Renewals . Complete
Training . Health & Dental Insurance . Life
License Required. Call 1-888-713-6020.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver Convoy Sys-
tems is hiring Class A drivers to run from
Kansas City to the west coast. Home Week-
ly! Great Benefits!
www.convoysystems.com Call Tina ext.
301 or Lori ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

Drivers: CDL A or B to transfer vehicles
from local body plants to various locations
throughout U.S. -No forced dispatch-  Run
as much as you want!! Safety Incentives.
Apply online at
www.mamotransportation.com under Ca-
reers or call- 918-519-4852 and speak with
Zena.

Misc.
CLAYTON HOMES of WICHITA $10,000 off
Doubles and $5000 off Singles through
the end of February. Lenders offering $0
Down for Land Owners. Call about the
BREEZE.  Over 2000 sq. ft. under $80,000.

866-858-6862

FOR SALE
FRUIT TREES LOW AS $18. Blueberry,
Grape, Strawberry, Asparagus, Evergreen
& Hardwood Plants. FREE catalog. WOOD-
STOCK NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95, Nellsville,
WI 54456. Toll Free 888-803-8733. 
wallace-woodstock.com (MCN)

New 20' EX Speed Loader, 14K Electric
Tilt, $4,599; Fuel Trailers; New 6'x12' V-
Nose Ramp Door Cargo, $2,750; 2012 JD
3032E Compact Tractor, 128 Hours, with
2014 Loader, Bucket & Forks. 515-972-
4554. www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com
(MCN)

ADOPTION
ADOPTION:.California couple promises
baby secure future. Gandparents and
cousins, education, travel, singing, dancing.
Expenses paid. Call Nissa/Justin 1(424)
209-5842 or attorney 1(424)901-6671 (MCN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FREE HUNT!! ENTER NOW TO WIN! Hunt
Some Of The Biggest Deer In The Country!
30% OFF PACKAGES WHILE THEY LAST!
$4900. 330-763-3301 
www.BestDeerHuntOHIO.com (MCN)

WANT TO BUY
CASH PAID for antique Harley Davidson,
Indian or other American made motorcycles
or related parts from 1900-1970. Any con-
dition. Midwest collector will pick up any-
where. Phone 309-645-4623 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
Family owned business looking for CDL
drivers to haul livestock.  Annual income
opportunities of 55k – 70k, + sign on
bonus. We are willing to work with your
home schedule and offer a great Benefit
Package for our Full-Time Drivers. Visit
www.lynchlivestock.com or call Angie @
563-776-3051 for more information. EOE
(MCN)

MAKE $1000 Weekly!! Mailing Brochures
From Home. Helping home workers since
2001. No Experience Required. Start Im-
mediately! www.centralmailing.net (VOID
IN SD, WI) (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.MyHomeIncomeNow55.com (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
(MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. 
Call today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 50 tabs $90
includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-0780
or Metromeds.online (MCN)

AS SEEN ON TV:  Burn fat quickly & effec-
tively with Garcinia Cambogia.  Blocks
fat. Suppresses your appetite. Safe - 100%
natural.  Satisfaction Guaranteed! Free
bottle with select packages! 844-587-6487
(MCN)

ACNE SUFFERERS:  Clear your acne with
all natural Acnezine!  Eliminate the root
cause of acne fast. No negative side effects
of chemical treatments. Exclusive Trial Of-
fer, Call: 855-402-7215 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
Save up to 93%! Call our licensed Canadian
and International pharmacy service to
compare prices and get $15.00 off your
first prescription and FREE Shipping. 
1-800-263-4059. (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
DISH NETWORK - $19 Special, includes
FREE Premium Movie Channels (HBO,
Showtime, Cinemax, and Starz) and Block-
buster at home for 3 months. Free instal-
lation and equipment. 
Call NOW! 1-866-820-4030 (MCN)

$14.99 SATELLITE TV.  Includes free in-
stallation.  High speed internet for less
than $.50 a day.  Low cost guarantee. Ask
about our FREE IPAD with Dish Network.
Call today 1-855-331-6646 (Not available
in NE) (MCN)

AT&T U-Verse for just $59.99/mo! BUNDLE
& SAVE with AT&T Internet+Phone+TV and
get a FREE pre-paid Visa Card! (select
plans). HURRY, CALL NOW! 855-841-2927
(MCN)

Lower Your TV, Internet & Phone Bill!!!
Get Fast Internet from $15/mo - qualifying
service. Limited Time Offer. Plus, get a
FREE $300 Gift Card. Call 877-916-4108
Today!! (MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out,
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-800-442-5148 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV and get a $100 Gift
Card. FREE Whole-Home Genie HD/DVR
upgrade. Starting at $19.99/mo. New Cus-
tomers Only. Don't settle for cable. 
Call Now 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

19.99/mo. for DIRECTV - HD Channels +
Genie HD DVR + 3 months FREE HBO,
SHOW, MAX & STARZ + FREE NFL Sunday
Ticket! Call Now 1-888-552-7314 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

Emergencies can strike at any time. Wise
Food Storage makes it easy to prepare
with tasty, easy-to-cook meals that have a
25-year shelf life. FREE SAMPLE. 
Call: 844-275-5400 (MCN)

MCN

MCN

Call 620-947-5702
or email

natalie@hillsbo-
rofreepress.com

Reach
MORE 

people with
our 

classifieds!
Your classified
ad will appear 

in both the 
Hillsboro Free

Press and 
Newton Now..
reaching every
Marion County
household and
Newton Now 
subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for
20 words, then 
25¢ per word

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25)

1 Employment

Professional/Technical
Fleet Management: Part-time/full time auto
and truck technician for a small fleet repair
company on the West side of Wichita.
Fleet Management Service- Contact: Brent
or Derrek at 316-941-4453 or 316-409-8361.
08-6tc

CNC 3-5 Axis Machine Operator with 3+yrs
experience.  Able to read and interpret
blueprints, be proficient in set-ups, own
tools required for job.  Incentive
program/top wages.  US citizen.  Business
relocating to Maize area.  Apply at 2326
Southeast Blvd, Wichita KS. 08-2tc

Assembler.  Skilled at basic assembly
methods, riveting, drilling, reaming, coun-
tersinking, fastening, working from eng
drawings and specs; seal applications.
Incentive program/top wages.  US citizen.
Business relocating to Maize area.  Apply
at 2326 Southeast Blvd, Wichita KS. 08-
2tc

CNC Press Brake Operator with 3+yrs op-
erating and programming experience.
Punch press experience a plus.  Read
blueprints.  Incentive program/top wages.
US citizen.  Business relocating to Maize
area.  Apply at 2326 Southeast Blvd, Wichita
KS. 08-2tc

HELP WANTED
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS & CARPENTERS

Commercial & Residential
Experienced & Quality minded
Pay & benefits based on ability.
Drivers license required. EOE

VOGT’S CONSTRUCTION CO.
(316) 282-2400
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HELP WANTED
Marion County is accepting

applications for an

EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR

Employee will work out of the
Marion area. Position is for
the bridge & culvert crew.
CDL & Drug Testing will be
required. Applications may
be picked up at the Marion
Co. Road & Bridge Office,

Courthouse, through 
March 4, 2016. EOE

in Florence is accepting 

applications full and 

part time positions.

Health Insurance
401-K

Vacation

Apply in person 
at Hwy. 50

Florence, KS

Hillsboro American
Legion Post 366
seeking an energetic 

dependable, 
self-motivated
applicant for a 

BARTENDER
POSITION

Will train the right person.
Please inquire by calling

620-727-5235

Agri Trails Coop is currently seeking candidates for 
multiple openings at its Hope and Tampa locations:

• Custom Applicator         • Fertilizer Plant Operator
• No Till Equipment Operator/Technician

Successful applicants will demonstrate 
dependability, customer service orientation

and positive work outlook.
Contact Human Resources at 

785-366-7213 or cweis@agritrails.com for
details on how to submit an application. 

We offer competitive wages, excellent benefit package 
and flexible work environment.  

HELP WANTED
2nd Shift Packer
4:00pm - 12:00 am

3rd Shift Packer
12:00am - 8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

Growing rural health clinic is
looking to hire a full time

Registered Medical 
Assistant

Experience in a clinical 
setting preferred.

Please contact 
Delores Johnson with any 

questions at 620-947-1419.

Apply online at
www.hchks.com

or pick up an application at the front

desk at: 701 S. Main • Hillsboro, KS

E.O.E.–Drug Free Workplace

FOR RENT
1 bedroom rental in
Hillsboro, close to 

the college. 
All electric, minimum

1 year agreement.
Call:

620-947-2323 or
620-877-0167

Marion County Immediate Opening
Planning/Zoning/Environmental

Health Director
The Board of Commissioners is seeking a person to fill a dual
position. This person will be responsible for the development
and maintenance of planning and zoning functions and the pro-
motion and enforcement of sanitary practices. Must coordinate
local government response to planning and zoning and public
health planning; monitor and enforce zoning regulations, build-
ing codes and rural planning practices as well as environmental
health laws and standards. Considerable independent judgment
will be exercised. Higher education and one to three years expe-
rience is necessary. Must assume budgetary responsibility and
demonstrate strong public relation skills. Salary dependent upon
experience. Full benefit package available. References required. 

Application and job description are available at the County
Clerk’s Office, 200 S. Third, Suite 104, Marion, KS 66861.

620-382-2185. Position open until filled. EEOE

Garage Sales
Friday, March 4, 2-6 pm; Saturday, March

5, 8 am - ? 318 N. Cedar, Marion. Yard or-

naments, household, miscellaneous. 09-

1tp

3 Farm & Ranch

Hay & Forage
100 round clean prairie hay bales, $45 /

ton. Will load. 620-381-4483. 09-1tp

Miscellaneous
12 older laying hens, laying brown eggs.

$250 each. 620-367-4677. 09-1tp

2 Announcements

Looking for the 
right employee?

Contact Natalie to 
advertise your job

listing today!

natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

LEPPKE
REALTY & AUCTION

501 S. Main, Hillsboro, KS • 620-947-3995
LYLE LEPPKE, Broker & Auctioneer ~ 620-382-5204 
ROGER HIEBERT, Sales Assoc. & Auctioneer ~ 620-382-2963

WWW.LEPPKE.COM

Saturday, March 5 • 10:00 am
Commercial Building, Marion Co. Fairgrounds,

Hillsboro, Kansas
AUCTION WILL INCLUDE: 

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS/FURNITURE/APPLIANCES/DISHES/
LAWN MOWERS/SHOP & GARDEN TOOLS/ANTIQUES/

COLLECTIBLES & MORE!
See www.leppke.com for complete listing & pics!

Jonas Giesbrecht c/o Ken 
Giesbrecht & others, Sellers

$10 off service call 
with this ad
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CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Logan Treaster slams Goddard’s Logan Pirl to the mat in the state semifinal. Treaster went on to lose in the state championship 5-3 to Ark City’s Marcus
Robinson. BELOW: Kaden McBee heads off the mat after his final loss of the state tournament. McBee was a surprise to make the tournament, after just three wins
in the regular season.

A strong finish
Railer wrestlers complete season

Treaster finishes
tremendous season as

state runner-up
Logan Treaster wanted

two different repeats at
the state championship
tournament. The first re-
peat he wanted was a
state championship at
113 pounds.

The other repeat was
with Ark City’s Marcus
Robinson, just with a dif-
ferent ending.

Robinson beat Treaster
in the Newton Tourna-
ment of Champions ear-
lier in the season and he
said that although he
wanted some revenge,
his focus was to just
wrestle his match.

The state champi-
onship against Robinson

started eerily similar as
the beginning of the TOC
championship. Treaster
started with a takedown,
and Robinson got an es-
cape. 

Then the turning point
was when the two
bumped heads and
Treaster began to bleed.

“We bumped heads, it
hurt, I got my takedown
and all of a sudden I saw
blood pouring out on the
mat,” Treaster said. “I
feel like that stopped the
momentum a little bit.
We stopped, reset and he
just picked up a few
points here and there
and I was down 5-3 and
that was it.”

Robinson wrestled
smart and didn’t give up
anything meaningful late
to take the championship
5-3.

“Even a second place is
an awesome accomplish-
ment,” Edgmon said. “I

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

See RAILERS / 15

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Payton Roberts prepares to pass the ball against Bishop Miege. Roberts has
been a staple on offense and defense for the Railers this season. 

Newton girls
transform for
league title

The Newton girls bas-
ketball team entered the
season ranked at No. 4
in 5A, but it wasn’t play-
ing like it.

The Railers had ball
control issues, they
struggled to make deci-
sions and a few times let
mistakes compound.

But there was never a
moment that a league
title felt out of reach.

“No. No, I don’t think I
ever got to that point,”
head coach Randy Jor-
dan said. “No, I knew it
was going to be hard. I
knew it was going to be
a difficult road to travel.
But no, I never thought
it was out of reach.”

Newton took down
Maize for the second
time in a three-week
span to earn a share of
the Ark Valley-Chisholm
Trail League Division I
title. Derby and Newton

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

See GIRLS / 15

Kingsley, Cape look back on Bethel careers

Bethel basketball has seen
some dark days.

On Feb. 9, 2013, Sterling
beat Bethel 77-70 for the
Threshers’ 23rd loss of the
season. Cody Cape finished
with eight points, and Jen-
son Kingsley scored two. The
loss began a streak of 31
losses and sent Cape and
Kingsley down a road nei-
ther wanted to travel.

It forged a friendship and
brought two leaders to the
front of a program that
Kingsley called the worst in
the nation, however.

During the 2013-14 sea-
son, when Bethel went 0-27,
it lost games by 30 or 40
points. Friends beat Bethel
113-51, a 62-point loss.

Then mercifully, Nov. 1,
2014, came around, and the
Threshers took down Concor-
dia University 67-65 on a
game-winning shot with less
than 10 seconds left, and
they went nuts.

“It’s crazy that we’re cele-
brating one win, but at the
time, it was just a weight off
our shoulders, and I think it
really helped get this pro-
gram where it is today and
continue to where it could
be,” Kingsley said.

Cape could think of one
highlight during the streak.

“One of the only bright
spots was having Jenson
Kingsley there with me the
whole time,” Cape said. “He’s
the only one that stuck it out
with me, and I wouldn’t
trade that guy for anything.”

The streak lasted almost
exactly 20 months, but last

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Cody Cape looks to pass the ball against Tabor. Cape, a McPherson native, has been a key part of the success Bethel
has had in 2015-16.See BETHEL / 15

Railers set for
state qualifier

Both Newton basketball teams knew
their sub-state tournaments would be
tough, but now that the brackets are
out, it’s clear just how tough the road
to the state tournament will be.

The Newton boys, as the No. 8 seed
in the sub-state bracket, will likely
have a much rockier road to travel
than the Lady Railers, who sit at the
No. 2 seed.

The boys open by taking a trip to Wi-
chita to face the defending 5A cham-
pion Wichita Heights. The Falcons own
the top seed in the bracket and enter
with an 18-2 record after a full season
in the Wichita City League, one of the
strongest leagues in the state.

Newton faced Wichita Heights in the
first round of sub-state in 2015 and
came away with a 40-28 loss but had a
few chances to steal it.

“They’ll zone us, a little 1-3-1. Same
thing they’ve always done, pressure a
little bit,” head coach Andy Preston
said. “They’re athletic; they’re just
going to be long. They’ll throw the ball
at the rim and try to go get it.”

Preston remained not only hopeful,
but confident that his guys would catch
their breath after two tough losses to
Hutchinson and Maize.

“I’ll be honest, I don’t care if we lose
by eight or 88. As long as we keep play-
ing the game,” Preston said. “I think in
the next couple days, you’ll see a differ-
ent team at sub-state. I really do.”

He said Damarius Peterson played
his best game of the season last Friday
against Maize, a team that put a 6-
foot-8 player on him. Heights doesn’t
have that kind of size, so Newton will
be able to match up well and cause
some problems for the Falcons.

“They’re not as big as Maize. That’s

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

See STATE / 15
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Thursday, the Threshers
played in the KCAC
championship tourna-
ment, and it proved to be
the final time the two
lone Bethel seniors
would wear the maroon
and gray. Bethel lost at
Tabor 93-77.

There were moments
when they both thought
about leaving the pro-
gram. Kingsley said that
after his defeated sopho-
more season, “if there
wasn’t a coaching
change, I was pretty set
on [leaving]. I was done.”

“I’d be lying if I said
there wasn’t a time
where I just wanted to
give up and call it quits,”
Cape said. “My parents

didn’t raise me like that.
I’ve never been a quit-
ter.”

Although it wasn’t easy
suiting up for the last
time, both Kingsley and
Cape saw the bigger pic-
ture.

“It was tough, but just
going through this pro-
gram over the number of
years I’ve been here, it’s
only went up, and the fu-
ture’s bright for this pro-
gram,” Cape said. “I
didn’t mind taking the
jersey off one last time,
because I know [head
coach Tony] Hoops and
the rest of the guys com-
ing back are going to
take it up, and it’s only
going to get better. I
think I left it in good
hands.”

There was a moment
toward the end of the

game that Cape was on
the bench and Hoops ap-
proached him and asked
if he wanted to go in.

“Cody’s always honest
with me, and I, straight
up with him, said, ‘Do
you want to go? Or are
you good with what
you’ve done?’ He said,
‘I’m good with what I’ve
done.’ That’s just the
trust him and I have and
the trust our seniors and
I have. That’s the true
respect I have for them.
That’s just the type of
people there are. They
never make it about
themselves,” he said.

Cape struggled with
knee injuries over the
years and didn’t want to
risk another injury late
in a game that was al-
ready decided. He said it
was time to pass the

torch, and in went Nate
Fort.

Kingsley remained in
the game until the final
minute, when he pulled
up for a three-pointer
and drained it. He led
the team in made threes
with 83 on the season, so
it was a fitting end. 

Hoops nor Kingsley
thought anything of it,
though, and Hoops even
poked fun at his senior.

“I wish he would have
nailed a few earlier in
the game,” he said with a
laugh. “I didn’t even real-
ize he did, but good for
him. That’s a guy that
sleeps and breathes
Bethel basketball.”

Kingsley grew up
around Bethel basketball
and said he was a fan of
the Threshers as a child.
He even watched Hoops

and assistant coach
Jayson Artaz play for the
Threshers. Bethel was at
the front of his mind
when trying to figure out
where to play college bas-
ketball.

“It’s kind of weird; you
don’t really think of a lit-
tle kid being a diehard
Bethel fan, but that’s the
impact it’s had,” Kingsley
said. “It’s impacted who I
am, and that’s what
Bethel means to me.”

Hoops had nothing but
high praise for the two
leaving the program.

“Great kids. Oh my
gosh. Unbelievable kids,”
he said. “For them to go
through what they went
through at Bethel bas-
ketball, and to be such
high character, those
guys are going to be re-
ally successful in life. We

want to talk about a bas-
ketball game, but this is
about building individu-
als for life. Those guys
are going to be success-
ful, because they went
through the hardest,
deepest times and still
found a way to be great
leaders and make our
program great.”
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614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency
116 W. 6th St
Newton, KS 67114
(316)283-1206

Old fashioned 
donuts at their best!

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

told him that he deserved
it, he deserves the win.
That should be him. The
cards weren’t played in our
favor today, but I know he
worked hard. There’s no
doubt in my mind that he
earned the No. 1 spot. Un-
fortunately, today we just
didn’t get it.”

Treaster said his only
option is to go back to work
and improve where his
skills lack. He spent quite
a bit of time working on
different skills heading
into the state tournament.

“I was working on posi-
tions and working on get-
ting out from underneath,”
Treaster said. “That was a
big thing that I worked on.
I didn’t get away like I
wanted to the last time
and I did this time. I just
couldn’t quite get it at the
end when I was looking for
a little bit more than just
an escape. It’s just, I don’t
know. More things to work
on, is all.”

Treaster just finished
his junior season and said
he plans to move up to 120
pounds for his senior year,
and it’s not unthinkable to
see Robinson do that same.

“I’ll probably see Marcus
again, and I’m going to be
ready. That’s all it’s going
to come down to,” he said.

McBee takes in the state
experience

Sometimes it’s better to
be lucky than good, but in
the case of the Newton
wrestling team, it was
both.

Newton landed in a re-
gional tournament that
was much easier than
other state-qualifying tour-
naments. The only two
teams that were ranked at
the Valley Center regional

tournament was host and
champion Valley Center
and Salina Central.

This allowed the Railers
to get more than what they
expected into the state
tournament.

One of the biggest sur-
prises, though, was junior
Kaden McBee.

McBee entered the qual-
ifier with just three wins
on the season. He left the
regional with three wins in
the tournament alone.

“I saw there were some
easy spots that I could
move through and I was
confident [to make the
state tournament],” he
said. “I believed in myself
that I could move through
and win.”

McBee lost his first two
matches, eliminating him
on the first day. But the
experience and the confi-
dence gained is what
counted in not only his
eyes, but also his head

coach’s.
“The mental battle with

kids and going out here
and wrestling is a big part
of it,” head coach Tommy
Edgmon said. “If they don’t
think they can do it,
they’re already beat before
they get out there. They
look at names and records
and sometimes that can
freak them out and they’ve
already lost before they get
out there. Just being here
and knowing what it’s like
and where he needs to be
is awesome for him.”

Edgmon said McBee
stepped up his efforts in
the last month of the sea-
son, and the junior saw the
results on the mat.

“A lot of the motivation
behind it was just wanting
to be good and wrestling
hard,” McBee said. “I’ve
wrestled since seventh
grade, so I’ve just been
working it out over time.”

Most wrestlers at the

state championship level
started wrestling when
they were young, around
four or five years old. Al-
though McBee didn’t win a
match at state, he has now
put himself in a good posi-
tion for the future.

“It raises my self-confi-
dence to know that I can
compete with these guys
that have done it for so
long,” he said.

The season just ended
on Saturday, but Edgmon
is already excited for what
the 2016-17 campaign has
in store for McBee.

“Knowing we’ll have him
back next year is awe-
some,” Edgmon said. “Hav-
ing him get out here and
wrestle a couple matches, I
guess they didn’t go our
way. But he’s been here,
he knows what it’s like
and where he has to be for
next year.”

Roberson lands first medal

Brody Roberson has
made a name for himself
over the past three years
in Kansas wrestling. But
for the past two years, he
was never able to break
through into the top six to
take home a sixth-place
medal.

“It feels really good,” he
said “First time in high
school I’ve been able to
medal, especially with all
the things I’ve had to over-
come these couple years
with my knee problems. It
feels good.”

The 120-pound wrestler
spent the first few weeks
of the season out with a
knee injury but came back
and finished the season
strong.

“It was his third time
qualifying,” Edgmon said.
“His first two years he fell
short, and he’s always
been right there. Finally to
get over that hump and
place, mentally, that’s
going to help him out a
ton. He’s going to come
back next year on fire.”

Roberson lost his first
match of the tournament,
putting him in a poor posi-
tion to stand on the medal
podium.

“It’s been tough,” Rober-
son said. “Losing my first
match at state, never good.
I just had to get my mind
right, focus up on the next
two matches I had and
keep going.”

Murphy makes most of
opportunity, finishes fifth

Senior Mo Murphy spent
the first three years of his
high school career on the
junior varsity squad. So
when he got moved up to
the varsity ranks, nobody
knew who he was.

“I just came into the
tournament, being a senior
wanting to show everyone
what I was made of,” Mur-

phy said. “I’ve been flying
under the radar. I was just
wanting to prove that I
was actually good, able to
hang with the best.”

The heavyweight earned
a ranking just once all sea-
son, despite losing just 10
matches heading into the
state tournament. To put
that in perspective, state
champion Tyler Shannon
of Ark City entered the
tournament with 12 losses.

That lack of attention
did him some favors.

“No one really knew who
we were or paid attention
to how he wrestled,” Edg-
mon said.

He beat Valley Center’s
Tom Adams for the second
time in a week to take
home the fifth-place
medal.

“It feels great, wonder-
ful,” he said. “Before the
match, I was telling myself
to come out my senior year
with a win. I have to finish
wrestling with a win.”

Murphy was about 40
seconds away from
wrestling for third place
but wasn’t able to hang on
to a 2-0 lead against Lans-
ing’s Khalil Austin. In the
final 40 seconds, Murphy
ran out of gas and gave up
four points to lose 4-2.

“I told myself that it was
over,” Murphy said. “I
made a few mistakes, to
just go out there and wres-
tle my hardest because
that one’s over; I can’t do
anything about it now.”

Edgmon said that be-
cause Murphy is small for
a heavyweight, he can do
things that other 285-
pounders can’t.

“His style for a heavy-
weight, he’s really physical
and aggressive. Even
though he doesn’t weigh a
full 285, he’s around 230,”
Edgmon said. “He goes
and goes and goes and won
a lot of third-period
matches just by his cardio
and the gas tank he had.”

RAILERS
From Page 13

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Head coach Tommy Edgmon hugs Brody Roberson after he secured a medal at the state tournament. Newton
finished 15th in 5A. 

split the season series,
trading wins on the road,
and split the champi-
onship.

It’s the first league
title for Newton since
2011.

“It’s been a long time,”
Jordan said. “As competi-
tive as this league is, it’s
just a great accomplish-
ment for the kids. It’s all
about them. They’re the
ones that worked so hard
to put themselves in that
position. They kept that
in their sights and just

wouldn’t let it go. It’s a
credit to them. I’m just
happy for them. They de-
served it. They earned it.
They worked for it.”

To say the win for sen-
ior Payton Roberts was
special would be an un-
derstatement.

“I started crying before
the game, because I
knew this would be my
last league night on my
home floor,” she said. “I
just told my team, ‘We’re
not going to let them
take this from us. We
have to go work just as
hard as we did against
Derby to go win this
title.’”

The Railers had to win
at Derby to keep any
hopes of a league cham-
pionship alive. They not
only won but led by 15
for most of the game, se-
curing revenge on a four-
point loss at Ravenscroft
Gym six weeks earlier.

“We never talked about
it in practice,” Jordan
said. “We really didn’t
start talking about the
league championship
until after we beat Derby
the first time. Then we
started talking about not
letting anybody take that
from us. The kids came
to practice just to focus
on the next game. That’s

how we approached it.”
That was the second

item Jordan never talked
to his team about in
practice. The other was
how young the team was.

After the Salina South
game, the fifth contest of
the season, Jordan said
he was done referring to
his players as ‘young.’ In-
stead, they were varsity
players.

Despite the change in
title, the team still strug-
gled to grow into the role
it needed to take on.

Then came Bishop
Miege in the Newton In-
vitational Tournament.

“We always refer back

to, ‘OK, well, we’re going
to come out and we’re
going to play like we did
against Miege,’” Roberts
said. “If anybody was
there, you saw how in-
tense we were trying to
win that game. I think
that’s still in everyone’s
mind. ‘OK, Miege, we
have to match that inten-
sity.’ I think that’s what
everyone is focused on.
Play like Miege, play like
we did, and we’ll beat
teams by 20, 25 points
every single time.”

Bishop Miege entered
as the top team in 4A-I,
but Newton nearly pulled
off the win, cutting the

Stags’ lead to just three
points with a couple min-
utes left. Miege would go
on to win 60-52.

The Railers haven’t
lost since, rattling off
eight consecutive wins. 

They’re winners in
nine of their last 10
games and haven’t lost
since Jan. 29.

“They worked hard all
season long, and they
weren’t ever at the point
where they would give
up,” Jordan said. “We
had a rough stretch
there, and they didn’t
give up on me, and I did-
n’t give up on them.”

GIRLS
From Page 13

one thing that’s an advan-
tage there,” Preston said.
“They have some really
good guards. We’re just
going to have to be pa-
tient to get good shots.”

Newton played Heights
on Wednesday night, and
if the Railers won, they
would face the winner of

the Kapaun Mt. Carmel
(12-8) vs. Andover (9-11)
game. A loss ended New-
ton’s season.

The Railers enter sub-
state play with a 6-14
overall record.

On the girls’ side, the
league champion Railers
(15-5) will host Salina
South (6-14) to open sub-
state play. Newton earned
the No. 2 seed, the top
seed in their pod. In 5A,

four sub-state hosts break
eight teams into two
brackets of four teams.
Salina Central is the No.
1 seed in the other pod.

Newton swept the
Cougars in the regular
season, so the Railers
should be able to walk by
them. If they win, they’ll
face the winner of No. 3
Emporia (15-5) vs. Ka-
paun Mt. Carmel (10-10).

Head coach Randy Jor-

dan and his team were
put through the wringer
in the regular season, and
he knew it would prepare
them for this very tourna-
ment.

“The good thing is, be-
tween our league schedule
and our NIT, we play
such a difficult schedule,
we’re prepared going into
sub-state,” Jordan said.
“Other teams haven’t
seen the competition that

we have. That’s why I’m
so thankful for the sched-
ule we have, because it re-
ally does prepare us for
postseason.”

Newton is coming off a
league-championship win
and playing with quite
possibly the most confi-
dence in the state.

“We’re going to have to
play pretty well to ad-
vance,” senior forward
Payton Roberts said. “But

I have no doubt that my
team will pick it up and
do what they need to do to
get to that state tourna-
ment. We’re not going to
stop until we do.”

Newton plays Salina
South on Thursday
evening at Newton High
School at 7 p.m. 

If it wins, its next game
will be at the high school,
and the time is to be de-
termined. 

STATE
From Page 13

BETHEL
From Page 13



During the course of
last weekend, the Newton
High School boys swim
team raised money for the
Make-A-Wish Foundation
to help Dominic Bailey.

The team swam 100
miles, beginning at 4 p.m.
on Friday. There was con-
stantly someone in the
pool swimming until the
Railers reached the cen-
tury mark.

A swimmer would fin-
ish a mile, get out and
rest until it was his turn
to swim for his designated
relay.

Because the challenge
began Friday afternoon,
the team was able to ask
many in attendance for
the basketball game to do-
nate money for their
cause.

The challenge was orig-
inally set up by the Cam-
pus High School swim
team, and it now reaches
to schools all around the
state.

This year, Newton,
Campus, Wichita North-
west, Salina Central,
Salina South and Derby
joined together to raise
money. The Railers raised
$1,095 as of Tuesday af-
ternoon. The six schools
together had raised more
than $9,400.
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Hesston games now mean more than just sports
So many times I think

sports are glorified in
America. In fact, I know

sports are glorified in America.
Fans get way too involved in

their teams, living, breathing
and basing their existence on a
money-hungry organization
that, at the end of the day,
doesn’t really care for them. 

But there are times when
sports become more. They be-
come something we lean on,
something palpable we can
look to. We can use sports as a
way to escape. 

When Mike Piazza hit a two-
run home run in the bottom of
the eighth inning on Sept. 21,
2001, it was probably the only
game the Atlanta Braves didn’t
mind losing. That was one of
the first times in my life I re-
member looking at a game as

something more.
In the first sporting event in

New York City since the Sept.
11 attacks, the Mets came from
behind to win and helped pull a
city out of darkness and into
something stronger.

I am in no way saying that
the responsibility now falls to
the Hesston High School boys
and girls basketball teams to
unite a city. Hesston will do
that on its own. 

What I am saying is that
people will look to the
Swathers. They are now part of
what people can use as an es-
cape from the darkness that
surely surrounds them.

These two teams, by simply
doing their jobs, have the privi-
lege of wearing Hesston on
their chests. I can’t imagine
the emotions those kids must

feel when they put on the jer-
sey before the shooting. But
after? 

I hope they feel pride and
honor to have the privilege to
be selected to represent the
best of their community. As if
they didn’t before, they now
hold the responsibility of show-
ing the class, resiliency, tough-
ness and greatness of not only

Hesston, but of Harvey County.
The Newton cheerleaders

and several students wore
stripes of red face paint at last
Friday night’s basketball
games to show their support
for Hesston. The Railers played
Maize, and the Eagles knew
full well the red wasn’t to sup-
port them.

Those Newton students used
sports as a platform to lend a
hand and let Hesston know
that Harvey County stands to-
gether.

The Hesston boys are 18-2 so
far this season and ranked
third in 3A. They enter the
sub-state tournament as the
top seed and will likely make it
to the state tournament. The
Swathers won the 2014 state
title and could very well do it
again this season.

The Lady Swathers are in
much the same position at 16-
4, ranked seventh and the two-
time defending state
champion.

Even though these two
teams are the topic of frequent
conversation in Hesston, they
now mean more. They now
hold the opportunity to lend a
hand and lift the community
from where it is.

They don’t have to win, they
just have to play hard and
make their community proud.
And given those kids are from
Harvey County, that’s not a
worry.

Clint Harden is the sports
editor at Newton Now. He can

be reached at 
clint@harveycountynow.com or

316-281-7899.

HARD COUNT

CLINT HARDEN

Spring sports season under way for Newton High School students

Monday marked the of-
ficial opening of the
spring sports season, and
the Railers went right to
work.

The outdoor fields that
have laid dormant since
the end of summer finally
got some use as the base-
ball, softball, girls soccer,
boys tennis, boys golf,
girls swim and dive and
track and field teams all
began their spring work-
outs.

Each team has high
hopes, as the track and
field squad took home a

regional title last spring
and won multiple individ-
ual state championships.

The boys tennis team
finished third in 5A, as
did the girls swim and
dive team.

The Newton baseball
team finished last season
with a record of 15-6 and
lost to Maize South in the
first round of the 5A state
tournament.

The girls soccer team
came one win shy of going
to the state tournament
when it lost 2-1 to Valley
Center in the regional
championship.

The boys golf team fin-
ished 10th in 5A last sea-
son.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE LEFT: Head baseball coach Mark George gives instructions to his team at the first practice of the spring. The Newton baseball team played in the state tournament in 2015. ABOVE RIGHT: Michaela Regier rifles a
ball to home plate at Monday’s practice, the first of the season.

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW

Ben Nickel, Ryan Hirsh
and Shaedon Wedel (l-r)
hang out on a diving
board at the Newton High
School natatorium during
the Swim-to-a-Wish
fundraiser. 

Swim-to-a-Wish raises more than $9,000 for Make-a-Wish to help Bailey
BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

Bethel men nab postseason honors

The Bethel men capped their
best season since 2006-07 by
placing four players on postsea-
son All-Conference teams.

RayJon Craig led the way for
the Threshers by landing on the
All-KCAC second team. He
ranked fifth in the KCAC with
7.5 rebounds per game and 18th
with 12.8 points per game. He
was fourth in the conference with
1.32 blocks per game. Craig was
one of many Threshers to lead
the team in scoring in 2015-16.

North Newton native Jenson
Kingsley and Deven Goodwin of
Chicago both earned spots on the
Honorable Mention squad.
Kingsley ranked fifth in the
KCAC with a 38.2 three point
field goal percentage. The sharp-
shooter finished his senior sea-
son with 10.8 points per game.
He dropped 83 three-pointers on

the season, the third-most in the
conference.

Goodwin led the team in as-
sists with 99, good for 3.2 per
game, ranking him fifth in the
KCAC. He scored 11.7 points per
game, good for second on the
team.

Chase Banister turned in a
stellar season for Bethel off the
bench. Although the freshman
didn't get a start, he played in all
but one game and was rewarded
with a spot on the All-KCAC
Freshman team. He played just
10.9 minutes per game but made
the most of his time with 50
made three-pointers on the sea-
son. 

Craig, Kingsley and Goodwin
started all 31 games for the
Threshers this season.

Bethel finished the year 11-20
overall and 9-11 in the KCAC.
The Threshers made the KCAC
championship tournament for
the first time in five years but
lost to Tabor in the opening
round.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Bethel's RayJon Craig slams home a rebound at Thresher Gym. Craig was named to the All-KCAC second team.
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Harvey County in 50
years is going to be getting
a lot grayer.

That's the forecast from
the Center for Economic
Development and Business
Research at Wichita State.

The group released de-
mographic estimates for
the state of Kansas pre-
dicting the changes it will
see in the next 50 years. 

The group predicts a 21
percent increase in state
population, or a .4 percent
rate annually trailing na-
tional estimates of .6 per-
cent. 

Kansas will grow more
urban. Only 20 of Kansas'
counties are expected to
gain population, with
growth centering on Wi-
chita and the northeast
part of the state. 

Harvey County is in-
cluded on the list of coun-
ties expected to lose
population, but only by .87
percent. 

The population of those
65 and older is projected to
grow from 7,300 to 12,800
while the population of
people younger than 65 is
projected to shrink from
29,400 to 26,100. 

Harvey County adminis-
trator John Waltner said
that change could be an
issue of concern for the
county. 

“The implications of that
for financing local govern-
ment and providing serv-
ices needed for that cohort
is a very significant issue,”
he said. “I know this infor-
mation pushed that far out

into the future. It's easy to
say that's interesting. But
this is information more
than just interesting. It
could be a significant issue
for us over time.”

Waltner said it was good
the county has quality re-
tirement communities and
health care to draw an
older population. However,
that older population also
brings in additional health
and transportation costs. 

Sedgwick County is ex-
pected to grow by 24 per-
cent, McPherson by 13.67

percent and Butler by 4
percent. Marion County is

projected to shrink by 66
percent. 
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200 SW 14th St, Newton, KS
www.asbury-park.org

Asbury Park is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and Provider

Independent Living
Asbury Park has over 60 Independent 
Living cottages on campus. These 
cottages are available for RENT with 
no buy in requirements. We also offer 
amenities such as cox cable, planned 
activities and a fitness center!
 
We currently have a limited number 
of cottages available. For more 
information  call Ericia at 
316-283-4770 ext. 1103
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See Terri for: 

NOW servicing
power chairs, lift chairs, 

walkers, and wheelchairs!

See Terri for: 
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powerppower
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See Terri for:

Jasperson
Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main
NEWTON 

316.283.8544

Health for a 
Lifetime
Manual, Activator or Impulse 
gun manipulations
Acupuncture
Custom made orthotics
Whole food supplements

Most 
Insurance 
Accepted

Now Open 
Mondays

8:30 am-11:30 am

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

Newton Medical Cxenter hopes to make
recovery easier from cardiovascular events

Having a heart attack
can be a scary event. And
the road to recovery can be
difficult and nerve-wrack-
ing for patients as well. 

Newton Medical Center
held an open house on
March 1 to promote a new
therapy program to help
make recovery easier for
patients suffering from a
cardiovascular event. 

The program includes
meetings to educate pa-
tients on the medications
they are taking, classes
that teach about heart
trauma and healthy
habits, as well as physical
rehab.

NMC recently purchased
two new cardiovascular
rehab machines to add to
its rehab gym.

Dr. Jennifer Koontz,
who oversees cardiac
rehab, explained that the
idea is for patients to use
and strengthen their heart
muscles. 

The new machines are
fully adjustable, handicap
accessible and aimed at
making exercise easy.
They are also built to ac-
commodate the elderly,
those more likely to suffer
a heart attack or have
heart surgery. 

They sport two pedals
and two handles, allowing
patients to step and pull.
The machines are a bit like
an exercise bike where the
pedals do not fully go
around. The two new ma-
chines were purchased
with dollars donated to the
hospital by its volunteer
association.

As patients exercise at
the facility, their hearts
are monitored, and med-

ical staff is on hand to as-
sist the patients. 

Koontz said the supervi-
sion provides reassurance
to patients coming off of a
heart attack or a procedure
such as open heart sur-
gery.

“It's a good safe place,”
Koontz said. “The goal is
for them to go on to do it
[exercise] on their own.”

The average rehab time,
Koontz said, for a cardiac
event is around 12 weeks. 

The program breaks
down in phases. Phase one
includes in-room discus-
sions with the patients,
phase two begins with
monitored exercise as well
as the informational
classes. Phase three in-
cludes independent exer-
cise. 

The hospital has plans
to partner with the new
YMCA once it's built to
offer a way for cardiovas-
cular patients to continue

their rehab at the Y after
they have progressed
through the program. 

The open house included
a drawing for a year long

YMCA membership. The
hospital received 250 en-
tries. Mary Lee of North
Newton was announced as
the winner. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: NMC recently purchased two new machines to aid in patient
cardiac recovery. TOP: Dr. Jennifer Koontz draws a name at an NMC
open house for a year-long YMCA membership. NMC plans to partner
with the YMCA to help cardiovascular patients recover. 

Average age for Harvey County expected to jump according to recent survey
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY GRAPHIC
A map released by the Center for Economic Development and Busi-
ness Research at Wichita State shows demographic changes for
Kansas during the next 50 years.
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Kid Scoop is made possible by these sponsors: 

If you like this feature and would like it each week, consider 
subscribing to this newspaper, which provides Kid Scoop to 

requesting classrooms free of charge.
harveycountynow.com/newtonnow

712 N. Main • Newton
316.284.0390

www.EAULILY.com

Open Sunday
afternoons in

December.

Gifts & Toys 
for all ages.

Some 
handmade, 

all well made!

Look through the 
newspaper to find:

Five numbers that 
add up to 100.

•

Three numbers 
that add up to 65.

•

Six numbers that 
add up to 44.

•

Standards Link: Number 
Sense: Calculate sums to 100.

The verb contribute means 
to work at something often 

to learn it well.

This week’s word:
CONTRIBUTE

Try to use the word 
contribute in a sentence 

today when talking with your 
friends and family members.

The students contributed 
an article about pandas for 

Zoey’s newspaper.

Why do you like to read the 
newspaper? Which parts of 
the newspaper do you like 

the best?

NEWSPAPER
CRUMPLING
DESIGNER
ARTICLE
SERIOUS
COMICS
EDITOR
ANNUAL
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The short information info under a picture 
is called a cut line. Cut out pictures from 
today’s newspaper. Separate the pictures 
and cut lines. Give them to someone to see 
if they can put them back together correctly.
Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate information.

Zoey is a Wisconsin 3rd grader. She 
reads Kid Scoop in her local 
________________, the 
Watertown Daily Times.

Her mother, who publishes 
a newspaper for the 5th 
grade at her __________, 
inspired Zoey to ________ 
her own newspaper. 

Zoey’s newspaper is 
called Webster3. She 
gets her story ________ 
from the world around her. The 
next issue is all about birthdays, and 
_________ that she will do an issue 
about how animals survive.

Zoey’s biggest challenge is getting 
people to take her seriously. “They 
don’t think I’m really going to do it. 
But they are wrong!”

Zoey also wants other _______ to 
contribute to her paper. “Kid Scoop 

helped me by getting my classmates 
excited about writing,” 
said Zoey. “I also like it 
when they __________ 
when they get published.”

Her paper will be available to 
kids and ___________ online. 
“When I grow up,” Zoey said, 
“I want to be a magazine 
editor and president, a fashion 
designer and a pro-cupcake 
baker.”

Find the 
differences.

On Wednesday, March 9th, 
classrooms in Watertown, Wisconsin, 

will put books aside and spend the 
day learning with the newspaper. 

This is an annual event for the 
Watertown Daily Times and is called 

No Books Day. Last year 49 
classrooms participated.

 

“Teachers tell us students love a 
break from the usual text books and 

that they love seeing how their 
school subjects connect to the real 
world,” reports Dawn McBride, 

Newspaper In Education Coordinator 
for the Watertown Daily Times.

“Newspapers can be used in the 
classroom for activities using every 

school subject – math, science, 
social studies, history, art and 

even P.E.,” says McBride.

Read the first three paragraphs of an article 
in the newspaper. Underline who the article 
is about in red. Underline what the article is 
about in blue. Circle in green when and 
where the event in the article takes place. 
Then fill in the chart below:

On a sheet of newspaper, find and circle the 
letters that spell each of the following words 
that are a challenge to spell. Connect the 
circled letters for each word with lines. Can 
you make a design from your lines and dots?

            A great rainy day activity:      
          Twist several sheets of the
   newspaper together to form a 
   hockey stick. Use tape to hold it           
    together. Make a puck by 
      crumpling one sheet into 
    a ball and taping it. 

Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate information.

         he newspaper isn’t all serious stuff. Comics, puzzles,
         movie listings and more make the newspaper
entertaining. Set a timer for five minutes. Look through
the newspaper and see how many fun things you can find.
Circle each item with a blue crayon. Have a friend try next,
using a red crayon. Who found the most?

Give these comic characters something
funny to say.

ANSWER: The Daily Moos.

Think about something that 
has happened at your school 
or in your community or 
neighborhood this past week. 
Did you go on a field trip? 
Did anyone win an award or 
do something special? Write a 
press release about it! 

Use the form below to organize 
your information.

     
 

Write a paragraph using the 
facts you used to complete the 
form above. 

Send your press release to the 
editor of the paper! Be sure to 
include your name and how
to contact you in case the editor 
needs to ask you questions.

Take three sheets of paper. 
Label one ANIMAL. Label 
the others VEGETABLE 
and MINERAL. Cut 
pictures or advertisements 
from the newspaper. Paste 
them on the correct papers. 
Try to find several for 
each page.

Write a Press
Release

Cutting Cut Lines
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Think 
Easter!


