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PHOTOS BY MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Carlos Fernandez sits at the table in his office at Clutch Studio, a mobile app, video and branding company in downtown Wichita. Fernan-
dez was a troubled kid growing up in Newton and took advantage of his second chance to achieve a dream as the CEO of his own business.

The bond vote for the Newton School District is
not going to happen in May, and it's now going to
be up to a select group of community members to
give feedback to the district about bond options. 

While the school board recommended setting
early May as a date for a bond vote at its last
meeting, the district backtracked on the idea and
now will tentatively hold a bond vote in Septem-
ber. 

There was no explanation or discussion about
what prompted the change at the meeting, though
Assistant Superintendent Russ Miller explained
that the district decided it wouldn't have enough
time to get everything it needed to accomplish to

Bond vote 
postponed
� School district looking for feedback, task
force, before making decision in September. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See SCHOOL / 8

Marcella Larez looked like a dancer of sorts Fri-
day night at El Toro restaurant in Newton, get-
ting around the kitchen with choreographed
moves she's probably done thousands of times
these past several decades.

Not bad for an 83-year-old. She read an order
ticket, grabbed a plate, turned around to her left,
put any kind of mixture of beans, rice, cheese,
meat, and flour and meat tortillas, making such
treats as tacos and tostadas quickly on plates and
then walking over to the food window, putting the
dishes up for the wait staff to do their own dance
in the dining room, taking the delectable hot din-
ners to customers seated in various booths and ta-
bles.

El Toro restaurant
builds on family

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Narci Larez, left, Christine Brunner, center, and Marcella Larez
work in the El Toro kitchen on Friday night. 

See FAMILY / 8

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Carey Hedrick, left, measures the blood sugar of her daughter,
Alexa, who has Type 1 diabetes and is an ambassador for the Juve-
nile Diabetes Research Foundation.

Alexa Hedrick was
wearing a butterfly cos-
tume three years ago
when her blood sugar
spiked higher than 600. A
person without diabetes
has a blood-sugar range
from 80 to 120.

Like a butterfly that
emerges from her cocoon,
so has Hedrick and her
family, in that they've
taken on and grasped ed-
ucation about the disease
and how to take care of
the now 7-year-old.

On Halloween three
years ago, Alexa and at
least one sibling, Jordan
Hedrick, 9, and their
mom, Carey Hedrick,
were out trick-or-treating.
Carey said Alexa wanted
to go home, which was un-
usual for a child to do
while trick-or-treating.

“I was feeling dizzy and
pukey,” Alexa said.

Carey said she had sus-
pected there might be
something wrong with
Alexa's blood sugar for a
bit, and she had talked to
the girl's doctor the previ-
ous Wednesday (Hal-
loween was on Friday that
year), and the doctor said

they could get in her on
Friday, but that was Hal-
loween, so they made an
appointment for the fol-
lowing Monday.

“Something inside me
said, ‘Don't take her
home,’” Carey said about
that Halloween night.
“Something's not right.”

So, Carey took her two
daughters to her sister-in-
law's house, where they
had a blood sugar meter,
and Alexa's reading was
higher than the meter
would read, which was
500.

They zipped over to

Dinner raising funds for juvenile diabetes research
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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Students get hands-on
experience with parenting
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Big Brothers event
strikes big 
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As you walk into Clutch Studio,
it is a little like walking onto the
set of the HBO show Silicon Val-
ley. There are test phones hol-
stered on display-type racks all
over the office. Young, laid back
people are hammering away on
computers sitting on high-top ta-
bles. They are working on devel-
oping and testing mobile apps
that do things such as track hours
and miles for truckers. They are
shooting videos and branding
companies. 

But this is clearly not Califor-
nia. 

There is a rugged brick interior
that defines the downtown Wi-
chita area, Wichita flags flying
from the ceiling and the whole
place is being fueled by Nitro
Joe’s, a hyper-local Wichita cold-
brew coffee that is nitrogenated
on tap. One of them is developing
the 2017 Riverfest app. Clutch is
definitely a downtown Wichita
company that owns its deep Mid-
west roots.

“We call this the Silicon
Prairie,” CEO Carlos Fernandez
says with a laugh.

For Fernandez, of Newton, the
tech business dream has skyrock-
eted. And he didn’t have to leave
home to accomplish the dream. In
fact, when you get him talking it
is quite clear that his childhood in

Newton is never really far away.
It is why he still lives in Newton
and why he has Clutch Studio
nearby in Wichita. 

On a fast track to nowhere
Though it was years ago, Fer-

nandez still gets choked up re-
membering the trouble-making
kid he used to be back when he
didn’t think he would live past the
age of 18. He gets even more emo-
tional when he thinks about the
people here who saw past the
rough street exterior into his end-
less potential and never gave up
on him.

“One of my best friends that

lives in Newton used to be an offi-
cer that when I was younger,
when I was 13, 14 years old, every
day told me that I had more po-
tential,” Fernandez said. “And as
he would tell me that when I was
younger, it would just go in one
ear and out the other. I never re-
ally realized what it was that he
was doing. He was planting seeds. 

“I owe my life to that individual,
because he didn’t have to do that.
Every time that I would be in
trouble—and I got in trouble a lot
when I was in Newton—he was
there. He would always say, ‘If he

Paying back by paying forward
Carlos Fernandez returns the second chance he was given in Newton

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

Carlos Fernandez show off the tattoos on his hands that say, “Work Now, Sleep Later.” Fer-
nandez has tattoo sleeves he keeps as a reminder of where he has come from in order to
stay humble. 

See CARLOS / 8



Iknow it’s a party fa-
vorite, but when I go
to get-togethers where

someone has a big crock-
pot full of cheese dip, I
normally avoid it com-
pletely.

It’s not because I dislike
cheese dip. I love cheese—
real cheese.

What I can’t stand and
am always afraid to run
into is my arch nemesis:
Velveeta.

That rubbery stuff just
grosses me out. I know
some people adore it, and
I’ve heard arguments that
Velveeta is not actually
“fake” cheese, but it’s just
not my thing. It lives on
the very short list of foods
I can’t stomach.

I completely under-
stand why people use it,
though. It’s easy and
melts quickly. With that
in mind, this week’s
recipe may take a bit
longer in the melting de-
partment, but it’s still
super easy to make and
doesn’t contain any rub-
ber cheese. 

It’s for a white queso,
which won’t actually stay

quite as white if you put
the chili powder in it as
suggested below, but the
spice makes it way better,
so I recommend doing it
anyway. I also think you
could easily just put all of
these ingredients directly
in your crockpot and stir
it regularly rather than
melting everything on the
stove.

This comes from the
blog “The Baking Fairy.”
You can find the original
post at http://www.the-
bakingfairy.net/2016/02/5-
ingredient-white-queso/. I
added extra garlic pow-
der.

White Queso
16 ounces pepperjack

cheese, cut into cubes
8 ounces cream cheese
1/2 cup sour cream
10 ounces Rotel toma-

toes and green chiles,
drained

1-1/2 teaspoons garlic
powder

1 teaspoon onion pow-
der

1 teaspoon chili powder
3/4 cup milk (optional)
Put a pot with a lid on

low heat and combine all
of the ingredients except
the milk in the pot.

Let the ingredients
slowly melt together (it’ll
go a bit faster if you put
the lid on the pot in be-
tween stirring), stirring
frequently to make sure
the queso isn’t scorching
on the bottom of the pan.
Once the mixture is
smooth and everything is
melted together, add milk
a little at a time if the
consistency is too thick.

Transfer to a bowl or a
crockpot, kept on low, and
serve with tortilla chips.

If you’re having any
company over to watch
college basketball this
month, this would be a
good recipe to add to your
snack list. I really liked it,
and it was pretty easy to
put together without a lot
of effort.

But, then again, if your
tradition calls for the
Velveeta stuff, I won’t
blame you for making it. I
would hate to be responsi-
ble for jinxing your fa-
vorite team with a cheese

switch up.

Lindsey Young is the co-
owner of Newton Now and

managing editor of The
Clarion, a sister paper to

Newton Now. She also is a
graduate of Bethel College

in North Newton.
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Fix it up for Spring!

Power 
Tool 

Clearance
Sale!

Limited
Time
only!

Get in
here

NOW!

Choose your spring
decking needs now!

Trex or Fiberon 
Decking Materials

NMLS#: 791580

Newton  North
1225 N. Main

(316)283-3035

Newton  South
2315 S. Kansas Ave
(316)283-7478

Newton Wal-Mart
1701 S. Kansas Ave
(316)283-7350

theCSB.com

April 1, 2017
9AM - 11AM*

West Parking Lot of the Hesston branch
201 N. Main, Hesston, Kansas

Free Customer Shred Day

* OR UNTIL TRUCK IS FULL
LIMIT: 3 BOXES PER HOUSEHOLD

(316)283-3035
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(316)283-7350
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Rental Cars
283-0789

130 E. 4th • 283-9100
“the nicest storage units in Newton”

Take a dip with real cheese

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
White queso is a great cheese dip
that’s easy to make and doesn’t
depend on fake, processed
cheese.

No public update released on ABI
Chemical Plant by company, city

It continues to be a waiting game for signs
of life or progress at the ABI Chemicals
Plant over at the Newton City/County Air-
port. 

As of Monday afternoon, the $6.8 million
property the city paid to build sat empty. 

City Manager Bob Myers had said per-
haps in March the city and company would
put out a joint statement on the plant, but
he said that they had no statement to give
and that the city had not put that together
with the company yet. 

Myers said there had been no changes in
payments the city received as part of its
lease agreement with the group. ABI Chemi-

cals had missed monthly lease payments to
the city.

Myers said the company still planned on
catching up on the payments and still work-
ing on development and getting deals made
to sell its product.

The year's worth of rent payments the city
had the company set aside will run out in
June. When that happens, the city will be on
the hook for the roughly $45,000 monthly
payment as the lease payments coming out
of the escrow account offset the bonded debt
payments the city has to pay for the plant's
construction.  

Myers said if that point comes, the city
would have to figure out what exactly to do
with the situation.

The plant had planned on making chemi-
cal coatings to help in the manufacturing
process of airplane parts.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Woman of Year recipients chosen
Jennifer Koontz,

Angie Tatro and Dede
Trumble have been se-
lected as 2017 Newton
Area Women of the
Year.

They will be hon-
ored at a brunch
on Saturday, April
22, at the Meridian
Center.

Since 1956, the
Women of the Year
program has honored
women who give freely
of their time and tal-
ents to make Newton
a better place to live. 

Women who live or
work in Newton or
North Newton are eli-
gible.

Program sponsors
for 2017 are Conrade
Insurance, Citizens
State Bank, Newton
Medical Center, First
Bank, Associates in
Women’s Health, Mid-
land National Bank
and Drs. McKinney,

Simmonds & Sim-
monds. Sponsors may
provide a judge who
helps select the win-
ners. 

Ruzen Flowers and
Designs by John are
providing in-kind do-
nations.

COURTESY PHOTO
From left, Jennifer Koontz, Angie Tatro and Dede Trumble
were chosen as the 2017 Newton Area Woman of the Year
award recipients.

FOR NEWTON NOW
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1011 Washington Road, Cedar Village • Newton • 316-283-8664

A wee bit of 
freshening up for
your carpets!

$10
Vaccum

Tune-up

• Belt, Bag & Bulbs 
Changed

• Rollers & Vacuum 
cleaned as good 
as new!

City, developer plan to hash out details in near future

Occidental Manage-
ment is waiting to hear
back from the city on
terms when it comes to a
possible $70 million retail
and residential develop-
ment located along South
Kansas Avenue. 

The possible develop-
ment of 80 acres south of
Arby's along S. Kansas
Ave generated a good
amount of  buzz in Febru-
ary of 2016 when Occiden-
tal made the
announcement of the proj-
ect, which would include
174,000 square feet of
rentable commercial space
and create up to 325 jobs.

At the time, President
Chad Stafford gave an 18-
month time table for the
project to begin. 

Thirteen months later
and there's been no offi-
cial plat for the project
set, nor official public dis-
cussions with the city
commission on what the
group would require to
move forward with the
project.

“We have submitted our
plans and package to the
city's financial advisors,”
Stafford said on Monday.
“Hopefully we'll have a re-
sponse early this week or
next week I hope.”

City Manager Bob
Myers said the City of
Newton has Springsted
Public Sector Advisors
going over numbers and
info to see if Occidental
Management's plan of a
$70 million development
is kosher as well as to see
just how much money and
what sort of incentives the
group will expect the city
to pitch in. 

“With our financial ad-
visors, they can do an
analysis of the informa-
tion, and they can provide
us with the conclusions,”
he said. “It keeps the con-
fidential information from
becoming a public record.”

Myers said such confi-
dential information could
be the financial assets of
the firm, what businesses
it has interested in rent-

ing space or what its
rental rates would be.  

He said the financial
planners will make a rec-
ommendation on the deal
to the city. 

This development will
likely cost the City of
Newton money in the
short term. 

Myers said that general
requests from Occidental
included Newton putting
in east, west roads on the
north and south sides of
the property. 

Myers did not know if
Occidental would provide
some of its land for the
roads or if the city would
have to buy land back for
the roads. 

He also said they no-
ticed drainage issues on
the property they might
want the city to deal with. 

Stafford remained gen-
eral on the subject main-
taining that he was
waiting to speak with the
city and answer questions
that they had. 

“To be honest, we
haven't gotten a response
from them, so my hope is
we'll be able to sit down
and discuss questions and
lay out timeframes about
what we're trying to ac-
complish.”

Stafford still said tax
incentives were part of
what the development
company planned on ask-
ing for. 

When he unveiled the
plan, Stafford said that
his company would likely
ask for Tax Increment Fi-

nancing (TIF) to help pro-
vide around $5 million in
road and utility hookups.
The group could also ask
for Industrial Revenue
Bonds (IRBs) to help keep
development prices low
and companies with low
retail rent.

With TIF financing, the
city would divert property
taxes back to the develop-
ing company to pay for
public upgrades to the
area during a set period of
time. Simply put, the
amount it paid in prop-
erty taxes would be at a
set rate for an extended
period of time, even
though the property value
increased with develop-
ment. The company would
use the savings in prop-
erty tax payments to off-
set infrastructure
development costs.

Myers said after talking
to bond council currently
the property would not
qualify for a traditional
TIF as state statute has
requirements for such dis-
tricts. He said the city
may have to use other fi-
nancial tools if it hopes to
provide the company with
rebates. 

“They have said that
that's going to be part of
the request that some of
the (tax) revenue be rolled
back into the project.”

The city commission
would have to decide if
and what sort of things it
would wish to provide to
the company for develop-
ment or if it thought such

incentives
and assis-
tance
would be
worth the
cost. 

Stafford,
when
asked, said
if the city

and the company couldn't
come to an agreement, it
would have the option of
either selling off a piece or
all the land or sitting on it
and waiting for more fa-
vorable conditions. He
said that he hopes that
such a situation will not
occur and doesn't think
that scenario will happen. 

Stafford did say he's
seen quite a bit of interest
in businesses wanting to
move into the develop-
ment once it opens.  He
said he continues to think
that the property is a
great location for develop-
ment. 

“Given the proximity to
I-135 and Highway 50
and being right next to
the Wal-Mart and YMCA
and Regional Medical
Center are very helpful.”
he said. “We know the
new Goodwill to the south
of us that has done quite
well from a sales stand-
point. There's demand.
From all of that we're ex-
cited.”

From previous informa-
tion provided, Occidental
Management has devel-
oped more than 25 proper-
ties in the last 19 years
and is responsible for Wi-
chita’s current Union Sta-
tion remodel.

Stafford said plans for
the development have re-
mained relatively the
same since it's unveiling.
Original sketches showed
buildings for two 60,000-
square-foot “retail an-
chors,” as well as a
15,000- and 12,000-
square-foot retail centers.

The retail is phase one
of the project. Phase two
would be building offices,
and Stafford said he’s al-
ready seen interest from
one medical company.
Phase three and four
would involve building
apartments and assisted
living on the campus.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
This is a drawing of the layout of possible developments.

Stafford



Koehn gets involved in Big Brothers Big Sisters, event raises thousands

Scott Koehn had been
on the fence for a number
of years about becoming a
big brother in the local
Big Brothers Big Sisters
program, and a few
things, including a horri-
ble child-abuse incident
involving some distant
relatives, helped him
make the decision to do it.

“I've always wanted to
do it, and it just seemed
like there was some rea-
son I couldn't have
enough time,” said Koehn,
who works at Midway Mo-
tors in Newton and be-
longs to the local Kiwanis
Club.

First he was a dad, and
then Koehn became a
grandpa. At one point, he
owned Buxman Motors in
Newton, which was in
2009, working a great
deal, and has worked
there for 36 years. Koehn
sold it to Midway in 2012.
He was quite busy. Now,
he said he's been taking
Saturdays off.

“Which gave me more
time to work something
else in,” he said. “Finally,
I just decided if I'm gonna
do it, I should do it.”

He added, however, he
doesn't feel like a big
brother anymore, but
rather like a grandpa.

One influencing factor
is Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters made annual presen-
tations at Kiwanis Club
meetings. After they did a
presentation this year,
Koehn said he decided to
do it. He had to wait on a
match, and he's been a
“Big” for a couple of
months.

“I'm just really getting
to know him at this
point,” Koehn said about
his “Little.”

Koehn's been to the
young man's basketball
games, taken him out for
ice cream and even visited
him at school.

Kiwanis Club's focus
had some influence on
Koehn's decision, as well.

“Kiwanis Club's focus is
kids,” Koehn said, adding
the club also has spon-
sored Big Brothers Big
Sisters and that their
biggest fundraiser is Pan-
cake Day, which they had
recently.

“We take that money
and divide it to all kinds
of kids' programs,” Koehn
said, which includes the
toy library at Newton
Public Library, CASA,
Health Ministries and the
child safety seat program
at Newton Medical Cen-
ter. “Everything we do is
for kids. Our interna-
tional goal is $30 million
to the Eliminate Project.
What it's doing is elimi-
nating neonatal tetanus
from all the Third-World
countries. UNICEF is our
partner in that. They help
administer it.”

Another component in-
fluencing Koehn's decision
has to do with some of the
lost children of the world.
Five children were taken
away from some of his rel-

atives. In the family were
four kids and now five
(the mom had a baby
while in prison), Koehn
said. The adults in the
family were hooked on
meth, and at least the
mother and grandmother
were abusive to the chil-
dren. One year, just be-
fore Christmas, one of the
children got sick and
threw up on the carpet.
The mother put a big pot
of water and industrial
bleach on the stove, bring-
ing it to a boil. She set the
youngster in the bathtub
and poured it over the
kid's head, burning her
beyond recognition.

“Then they dressed her
and put her in her room,”
Koehn said.

One of the children's
grandfathers, who's not
on the mom's side of the
family, stopped by after
the incident (the little girl
lived) to pick up the chil-
dren, the oldest of which
was 5, to take to a
cousin's birthday party.
The mom told him the one
girl was sick, and he said
he'd like to see the girl be-
cause he knew the kinds
of trouble the mom had

gotten into with drugs; as
a matter of fact, she was-
n't supposed to be at the
house at all. Then the 4-
year-old told Grandpa,
“Mommy burned her,” and
the 5-year-old said they
weren't supposed to tell
anybody.

Then, Grandpa said,
“Well, I already know, so
you can tell me about it.”

“I can't even tell who
she is looking at her face,”
the 5-year-old stated.

Grandpa took the three
kids to his house and
called the police, who said
they couldn't do anything
based on what a child
said. Grandpa said he was
going back and would
take a sledge hammer to
the house if he had to.
When he arrived at the
house, the police were
there.

So, the mom answered
the door and “tells the po-
lice, 'Oh they went shop-
ping'” and that the little
girl got to feeling better.
The police said they'd
wait there until they re-
turned from shopping,
and then the mother let
them in the house. They
took the little girl.

“Her burns were so se-
vere her skin was stuck to
her clothes,” Koehn said,
adding the girl was hospi-
talized for at least a few
weeks and the parents
had their parental rights
taken away.

In addition, the mom
and the mom's mom were
jailed.

The grandpa, who had
called the police, and his
wife got the four children.
After a while, Grandpa
called Koehn and said he
just couldn't do it any-
more. He had to take the
children for counseling in
a two-hour round trip and
spend hours waiting on
the sessions, all the while
holding down a job. It got
to be too much. However,
all five children were

adopted by a family.
“I thought, 'The poor

kids don't have nobody to
protect them,'” Koehn
said. “It kinda told me
there's a lot of kids out
there that've had very
rough few years that need
somebody in their life to
show them what's right
and what's wrong—just a
positive outlook on things.
You aren't sure what your
'Littles' went through in
their life. These kids,
through no fault of their
own, they get thrown in
these situations. They
don't know what's right or
wrong. If you're brought
up with that going on in
your house, what's going
to happen in their house
when they grow up? Same
thing.”

While listening to the
BBBS program this year,
Koehn said he was as-
tounded at how many
kids are on the waiting
list for “Bigs” matches.

“My hope is people don't
have to have these experi-
ences in their own lives to
get them to commit to
something like this,”
Koehn said.

Koehn enjoys being a
Big Brother.

“I'm getting as much
out of it as he is,” he said.
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Bowl for
Kids’ Sake

The Big Brothers
Big Sisters Bowl for
Kids' Sake event on
Saturday at Play-Mor
Lanes in Newton. A
total of 15 teams took
part in the event, and
a total of $23,355 was
raised. Winners in
various categories in-
cluded:

• Top individual
fundraiser: Scott Win-
ter

• Top team
fundraiser: Boys in
Blue (Newton police
officers)

• Battle of the
Banks: Community
National Bank

• Battle of the In-
surance Companies:
American Family—
Ken Hall

• Best St. Pat’s cos-
tume: Lisa Beachy

Many of the partici-
pants donned green to
go with the St.
Patrick's Day theme.

Bowl for Kids' Sake
is just one of BBBS's
funding sources. Paula
Smith, development
associate for BBBS in
Harvey County, said
people still can donate
to Bowl for Kids' Sake
through November by
going
to kansasbowl.org.
Anyone interested in
becoming a “Big” can
all 316-259-3329.

Children benefit
from the experience.

“We know kids who
have a mentor are less
likely to drop out of
school, engage in risky
behaviors like drugs
and alcohol and vio-
lence,” said Paula
Smith with Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Lisa Beachy, left,
reacts to winning the cos-
tume contest on Saturday as
part of the Bowl For Kids'
Sake, which raised money
for Big Brothers Big Sisters. 

LEFT: Paula Smith, develop-
ment associate for Big
Brothers Big Sisters in Har-
vey County, talks to “Big
Brother” Scott Koehn on
Saturday during the bowling
event. 

Orchestra pops concert set for Sunday, March 19

The Newton Mid-
Kansas Symphony Or-
chestra presents “Facets
of Memory” at 4 p.m. Sun-
day, March 19, in Bethel
College Memorial Hall.
The program features the
work of guest composer
Michael Knopf, formerly
of Newton, and music on
remembrance and west-
ern themes. The concert is
held prior to and in collab-
oration with the Kauff-
man Museum’s Spring
Gala, “Coming Home,”  as
part of the Newton Area
Arts Council Spring into
the Arts Festival.

NMKSO pays tribute to
the 150th Anniversary of
the Chisholm Trail with
Copland’s “Outdoor Over-
ture” and arrangements of
“Home On The Range”
and “The Wild, Wild
West.” Early American
hymns from the “Camp
Meeting: Fantasia”
harken back to the days of
life on the prairie. 

Memories and music
from another place and
time are portrayed
through “Somewhere In
Time,” “The Lord of the

Dance,” “Summer of ’42,”
and “Gershwin by
George.”

“The Reef,” by Knopf is
a symphonic tone poem
celebrating Australian’s
Great Barrier Reef. Com-
posed in 1988, the work
was premiered in Bris-
bane, Queensland, in
March 1989 by the
Queensland Youth Sym-
phony under the baton of
John Curro; later that
year it was taken on an
international tour includ-
ing the U.S. , Canada,
Japan, and China.

Knopf, a resident of
Australia for the past 34
years, is a concert gui-
tarist, composer, dedi-
cated teacher and music
researcher. His music
uses elements of jazz,
rock, classical, flamenco
and 21st-century composi-
tional ideas. Knopf has re-
ceived national awards in
Australia for his work in
classical and jazz fusion,
in both composition and
performance, and his per-
formance of his guitar
work, Ancient Beauty, was
the leading track on the
CD Queensland’s Best
World Music 2015.

During his stay in New-
ton, Knopf will also pres-
ent a free solo guitar
concert on Thursday,
March 16, at 6:30 p.m., at
the Carriage Factory
Gallery. 

Thomas W. Douglas
continues in his sixth sea-
son as NMKSO’s Music
Director. He is also in his
17th year as music direc-
tor of Music Theatre Wi-
chita, serves on the
faculty of the Carnegie
Mellon School of Music,
and is Artistic Director
and Conductor of the
Bach Choir, in Pittsburgh,
Penn. Douglas has con-
ducted numerous produc-
tions across the country
and internationally and
was a guest conductor for
the Wichita Symphony
Orchestra during a pops
series concert last season. 

Admission is $13 ad-
vance/$15 at the door for
adults; $6/7 for students,
and free admission for
children under 12 accom-
panied by an adult. Tick-
ets are available at Faith
and Life Bookstore, the
NMKSO office 120 W. 6th
St, and online at
www.nmkso.org. 

FOR NEWTON NOW



Editor's note: This is
the first of a two-part se-
ries on babies and baby
care at Newton High
School. The next one will
be printed in the March
23 edition of Newton Now.

There's a sign on the
wall in Molly Schauf's
classroom at Newton
High School that states
“In life, there are no
makeup exams. Choose
carefully.”

One of the classes
Schauf teaches, Family
Studies, gives students
education so they can
make wise choices about
when and if they want to
be parents and to gain ex-
perience in what it's like
to take care of babies.

Part of the class, which
meets the first semester
of the year, has students
taking home baby simula-
tors called RealCare Ba-
bies. They look like real
babies, and they cry, rest
and eat, too.

“It's not a real kid, but
it's as close as we can get
without giving out real
kids,” Schauf said.

There are 10 babies—
five boys and five girls.

“We study about the de-
velopment of infants, and
they take them home for
48 hours,” Schauf said,
adding the baby simulator
will cry and students need
to feed the baby, diaper it,
burp it and/or rock it. “So
those are all the things
they have to take care of.”

When the babies come
back to school, they are
hooked up to a computer,
and the teacher gets a re-
port that shows a variety
of things, like if the baby
was shaken or if he or she
was too hot or cold, like
being left in a hot car or
not being dressed warmly
enough.

“They're based on 24 ac-
tual 24-hour periods of in-
fants—real infants,”
Schauf said.

When talking to stu-
dents who took babies
home, they seemed over-
whelmed.

“It was horrible,” Cas-
sidy Christiansen said. “It
was just like in the mid-
dle of the night—I had to
literally burp mine twice

in the middle of the night
for 30 minutes straight.
After doing that for 30
minutes, you had to do it
again.”

That night, she got two
hours of sleep, and then
her mom took care of the
baby for 30 minutes so
Christiansen would take a
shower.

“I was frustrated the
next morning,” Chris-
tiansen said. “I tripped
over a chair, and the baby
went flying and hit the
wall.”

Another student talked
about her nocturnal baby
experiences.

“Mine woke up at 2, 4,
6, 7,” said Dawn Schuler,
who named her baby
Sage. “It peed a lot or
pooped or whatever and
drank a lot.”

Another student,
Mikayla Hill, already had
experience taking care of
kids younger than her,
like her siblings.

“I don't want to say I
didn't learn anything,”
she said. “It's showing you
how different it is to take
care of a real child. It's
easier to take care of this
baby.”

Hill added these simu-
lated babies are on com-
puterized schedules, and
with a real baby, one can
rock him or her back to
sleep.

When student Corinna
Dunfield took her Real-
Care Baby home, her 7-
month-sister also was a
home.

“I did, and I didn't,”
Dunfield responded after
being asked if she liked
the experience. She added
it made it a little chal-
lenging with two babies.

When taking babies
home, students have to
sign a waiver that if the
babies are damaged, they
have to replace the baby,
since they cost $1,000,
which, of course, is way
less expensive than a liv-
ing, breathing baby.
They're also sent home
with a variety of baby ac-
coutrement, such as a duf-
fle bag, diapers, baby PJs,
a blanket, a onesie, work-
out outfit and a car seat.
In addition, students
wear ID bands so they
can run the band over the
baby's stomach area,
which tells the “mom” the
baby needs something.
When the baby cries, the
“moms” will chime the ID,
and they figure out what
the baby needs.

However, just as in real
life, the baby doesn't say
what he or she needs.
“Mom” needs to figure
that out on her own, and
the baby, like a real baby,
has different cries.

Students have had a va-
riety of experiences with
the RealCare Babies in
public. One time, a stu-
dent was driving to a
track meet and carelessly
threw the baby in the
front seat.

“She just threw it in the
front seat, and she got
pulled over,” Schauf said.

Schauf said she also
tells the students they
might get judged when
they're out in public.

“You do get judged,”
Schuler said. “A—for hav-
ing a fake baby or B—
being a teen mom.”

There are reasons why
the Family Studies Class
has students bring the
RealCare Babies home.

“It's state standards,”
Schauf said. “We have to
have some kind of demon-
stration. Some kids come
into the class without any
experience with little
kids. Some come back
thinking they don't want
to have kids until later in
life and then some do
come back—thought it
was fun, and a lot of them
had experiences with kids
before.”

Another part of the cur-
riculum, once they can get
a daycare center in the
high school, is to have the
students take the baby
simulators home and then
visit the real children in
the daycare, Schauf said,
adding the class is funded
by the state.

Part of the students'
grades with this is what
Schauf calls “telling the
good, bad and ugly” of the
weekend in a reflections
paper. If students have
babies in their lives al-
ready, Schauf doesn't
make them take the baby
simulator home, but they
do have to write a longer
reflection.

In addition to healthier
babies, a few of the babies
have health problems and
one's brain lights up in
various places when
shaken.

“So when they shake it

a certain way, it'll light
up,” Schauf said, adding
she'll be able to talk to
kids about the kinds of
brain damage the kid
might get, like not ever
being able to kick a ball.
“Or play sports because
their hand-eye coordina-
tion's not there—or cre-
ativity.”

There's also a baby with
fetal alcohol syndrome
that looks smaller than
the healthier babies, and
students are surprised in
comparing the two types
of babies, Schauf said.

Another “baby” is simu-
lating what it’s like to be
addicted to drugs, like if
his or her mom was on
drugs while pregnant.
The baby cries and
shakes.

“It’s to simulate its
shaking like it’s having
withdrawal,” Schauf said.

Also when the “babies”
go to homes, the “parents”
are given a birth certifi-
cate, and they get to name
their little ones.

When the babies return
to school, they smell like
real babies, Schauf said.

“The ones the kids take
out smell like baby pow-
der,” Schauf said.
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Students learn about parenting through weekend experience

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Mikayla Hill, left, and Jasani Beasley, second from left, talk about the
RealCare Babies. Looking on are Kylee Breon, second from right, and
Cassidy Christiansen.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton High School students Cassidy Christiansen, left, and Kylee Breon “feed” RealCare Babies at Newton
High School. They are just two of the students in the Family Studies Class that took the babies home for a
weekend. 

Harvey County commissioners open road closed for years

After a 138-year clo-
sure, 84th Street is offi-
cially open for public
travel. 

The Board of Harvey
County Commissioners
delved back in time and
into semantics to correct
a clerical error discov-
ered by a private survey-
ing company as it worked
to establish land bound-
aries between family
members of the McGinn
family between Sedg-
wick. 

What the surveyors
discovered doing research
on a curve of the roadway
was that while the
county dedicated that
stretch of 84th Street
near the Emma Creek
Crossing just west of
Ridge Road in 1877, it
vacated it by 1879, fol-
lowing the petition of 23
county citizens at a com-
mission meeting held at
the Sedgwick Post Office. 

“What we haven't
found is good evidence
stating that the road is
open to the public; it
leads us to believe the
road is vacated,” Sur-
veyor Raymond Bretton
told the commission. 

“We've built a bridge
on a road that's closed?”
Commissioner Chip

Westfall
dead-
panned.
“Do we
need to
send the
bill to the
McGinn
family?”

Why,
when or
how, the
road that was vacated
and started to be main-
tained again are un-
known. It's entirely
possible that a ruling fol-
lowing the closure re-
opened it. However no
one has found the ruling. 

So now the county will
approve reopening the
roadway and establishing
a 30-foot right away for
maintenance on each side
of the road, which is
maintained by the Sedg-
wick Township.

“This is not rocket sci-
ence; this is just finding
where the center line of
the existing road is,”
Bretton said.

County Counsel Greg
Nye said he would get on
the legal paperwork to
make the changes. 

“I’ve never dedicated a
road before,” he said. “I'll
have to check on that. I
have a whole booklet on
that.”

Of note, the curve on
Ridge Road north of
Sedgwick near the
stretch of roadway was

mentioned as “A.J.'s
Curve” multiple times by
the commission. Accord-
ing to Westfall, the story
behind the name came
from a sheriff's deputy
named Anthony J. Miller
who had left the road on
the curve twice during
his career in the ’70s. 

The county held an ex-
ecutive session to discuss
confidential matters per-
taining to attorney-client
privilege as well as per-
sonnel matters. Sheriff
Chad Gay was present
for the discussion involv-
ing personnel matters.

Budget session for
2018 has begun.
Swartzendruber said he
asked all department
heads to turn in a budget
to the county that does
not increase on last
year's expenditures.
Swartzendruber said
that if they needed addi-
tional funding, they can
apply for a supplemental
request, but he didn't
know how likely that re-
quest would be approved
with the property tax cap

taking effect this year. 
Harvey County ap-

proved lifting the burn
ban at the recommenda-
tion of emergency com-
municator Gary Denny.
Denny said that condi-
tions had improved since
last week, and after con-
sulting with fire chiefs,
he thought it would be
safe to lift it, considering
that a permit structure
for controlled burns is
still in place. 

The National Weather
Center uses humidity,
moisture, temperature
and wind speed.

To get a burn permit,
fire risk cannot be high
or extreme, wind speed
must be below 15 miles
per hour and dispatch
has the ability to not
grant a permit if other
conditions prohibit it. 

There's a decreasing
window for pasture burns
in early spring to be ef-
fective.

Commission approved
Lynnette Redington ap-
plying for a three-year
$300,000 grant for the
Health Department from
Blue Cross Blue Shield
and the Kansas Health
Foundation. If the county
would receive the grant,
it would need to hire an-
other employee at the
health department. The
position would be grant
funded and go away if
the grant expired.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WestfallMcGinn Gay



Page 6      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now    March 16, 2017OPINION

This is not the future I envi-
sioned with flying cars, ro-
bots and light sabers. I

shouldn't be brandishing my fist at
the skies yelling about college kids
and a lack of technological polite-
ness. 

Whenever it comes to sports and
athletic participation, I'm self con-
scious. As with my dancing, when
I'm trying to hit balls, shoot balls,
jump around, etc., I look like one
of those sad Russian bears they
taught to stand on their hind legs. 

As a portly little fellow in middle
school, I wasn't exactly first pick
for basketball teams in gym. Our
gym teacher grew tired of me get-
ting in the way of the basketball
kids who he also coached, so I and
a few other rejects were assigned
to play basketball with the girls. If
we played really well, we could
then play with the boys. With my
extra weight, I proved to be a stal-
wart defender.

I wouldn't say I developed a
complex about it. I took it in
stride, knowing such games pro-
vided the only contact I would
have with the female species for
many years. 

But I knew from an early age I
wouldn't be playing for the Jay-
hawks. 

Combine all this with a competi-
tive streak that I usually refuse to
admit and I become someone I
hope no one ever sees compete. 

All of this leads me to my girl-
friend’s and my pastime over the
last year of playing crappy tennis
when it's nice outside. We both
have no idea what we're doing,
we're both uncoordinated, though
she's far more athletic than I, and
we both hate to lose. We spend
most of our time chasing errant
tennis balls, raging at each other
over minor rule infractions and oc-
casionally begrudgingly comment-
ing that someone had a good shot.
We then drink beer. 

It's dysfunctional, but we both
love it, even if it's just the slight
satisfaction that comes with the
idea of improving your skills might
make it easier to beat the other
person.

It also helps that no one ever
uses the tennis courts around
here. We often have them to our-

selves, so no one can see us and
wonder how two people so uncoor-
dinated can take such a game so
seriously.

All of this exposition is to lay out
the fact that someone watching me
makes me highly uncomfortable
and pretty irritable just as I think
it would a lot of you out there.

Think: how often on a regular
basis do you see a couple people
playing tennis poorly and just
walk up to the chain-link fence
and watch or maybe pull out your
phone and start recording?

The answer is never, because
you're likely a decent human being
and polite. 

However, during Sam’s and my
tennis battle last Thursday, we
heard a whirring sound. 

“It's a drone,” she yelled. 
And, sure enough, there was a

drone flying around. Once upon a
time, seeing a drone gave me a
sense of wonder. Like, “That's cool.
They're probably doing cool things
with it.” Now it just annoys me
when it's up in my space. Like, “If
you're going to do drone things, go
drone it up on your own and not
fly your camera bug by me.” 

We kept trying to play tennis.
But the thing whirred closer and
closer, passing over the court a few
times. Clearly someone was watch-
ing the game, I thought, growing
paranoid. Then the thing parks
and hovers right above us. Just
sitting there. 

Was I being filmed? Was some-
one gleefully laughing at how
crappy we were? 

It started getting into my head. I
whiffed all over the place with the
eye over the sky hovering over me. 

Sam asked if we should throw
something at it. 

“Don't look at it!” I yelled.

“That's what they want.” 
So for a few minutes we played,

trying to ignore it. We kept our
eyes down while debating if indeed
we should start looking for who
was running it or start yelling at
the thing or trying to swat at it if
it gets low enough. “Don't even try;
we'll just miss, and they'll laugh at
us,” I concluded. 

I told Sam if we were on the
farm, I really think I could take it
down, as it was closer than a clay
pigeon. Alas, we were not on the
farm. 

The irrational anger we both
had toward a flying piece of plastic
was out of control. We wanted
blood or microchips or whatever
the whirring annoyance was made
of. We started looking around for
whoever controlled the thing. Fi-
nally, we spotted them. Some col-
lege kids were standing around
looking at a little controller thing.

They probably had no idea of the
rage that boiled within us. I nearly
walked over to give them a piece of
my mind. It was then that I real-
ized that one, it was a fairly open
space, and they had every right to
be there as I did, and two, I've be-
come an old man telling those
skateboarders to get off the side-
walk. Which, while I'm saying it,
happens all the time in the down-
town C3 zone, despite it being ille-
gal. 

So we kept playing tennis, and
eventually the drone went away
and I calmed down. 

I don't know if we need like
some sort of regulation regarding
drone usage in public places, but I
think people flying drones need to
consider that other people might
not love them whirring by their
heads or hovering over them. 

Otherwise, they might have
some random sweaty dude work-
ing out years of emotional baggage
by yelling at them in the middle of
a park. Rule of thumb: if you feel
weird doing it in person, you
should feel weird doing it with a
drone. 

Gar. Now get off my lawn. 

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at 316-281-7899 or
adam@harveycountynow.com.

I'm not abuzz about buzzing
Columns

Editorial

School district made right
decision in pushing off

bond election

As I write this column, I'm
sitting at home with the
movie “Volcano” playing in

the background.
In this movie, there's a clear and

present danger of the volcano
erupting in downtown Los Angeles
or some other California city.

Everyone knows what the
enemy is—it's the volcano that's
killing people right and left.
Everyone wants to get away from
it. Everyone knows what to do—
run away, drive away, fly away.
There's no over thinking to be
done. The answer is simple.

If only issues in life were as sim-
ple as a natural disaster movie
playing on the SyFy Channel.

Years ago, I got a divorce and
spent the following few decades
raising my kids. There really was-
n't much of a paternal influence in
my sons' lives, except my dad, and
all the coaches and teachers they
met along the way. When the ex
and I got married, I didn't think
we'd someday get divorced. But as
life goes along, things happen.
Sometimes people don't get along
anymore. We were young and not
too smart. I've learned a lot in this
path called life.

A couple of issues that don't
have a clear and present danger
and those that will be with us as
long as there are people on Earth
are unexpected pregnancies and
teen pregnancies, not that they're

one and the same. Teen pregnan-
cies have happened for thousands
of years. Even Mary, mother of
Jesus, was a pregnant teenager
who became with child outside of
wedlock. Some would argue the
circumstances were a little differ-
ent, which they were, but as I see
it, all babies are miracles. They
don't ask to be born, and we all
need to take care of them.

I'm probably crazy in writing
about this because folks have such
strong opinions on this issue—me
included. I'm pro-life and pro-
choice. I believe having abortions
is morally wrong, but not just for
the baby but for others involved.
I've seen at least one young
mother devastated after having an
abortion, and her boyfriend was as
well. A person, after having an
abortion, can carry years of guilt
with her. Sometimes, the scars
never go away. Some people think

it's cruel, mean and selfish to have
an abortion. It probably is. How-
ever, I also think it's a decision
best left to the people involved in
the pregnancy—of course, the
mother and sometimes the father
and other family members. I think
the government should stay out of
this issue.

When the government abolishes
abortions, women still get them,
only they get them in places that
might not be so clean, and I've
heard stories about dangerous
methods being used.

There are no easy answers, and
there's no clear and present dan-
ger, well, except for the baby,
mother and father. So, I guess
there is, but it's not as simple as a
volcano taking over a city.

The reason I'm writing about
this is I'm planning on writing an
article for the next issue of New-
ton Now regarding a proposed day-
care center at Newton High
School. Some might argue if the
high school has the daycare center,
they're advocating teen pregnancy.
However, they're not taking any
sides on the matter. What they
want to do is help students finish
high school, and they're finding a
creative way to do it. Instead of
staying home with the baby and
taking courses over the Internet,
the students can bring the baby to
school, drop the little one off at the

Newton High School deals with reality

“If the district wants a bond to pass, they shouldn't
rush it. They should listen to their constituents. They
should also show that the board has a good understand-
ing of the plan they select, what exactly the plan accom-
plishes and the tax burden it presents.”

We wrote that in an editorial a month ago and wish to
comment on the recent decision the school district made
regarding an upcoming bond issue. 

Previously, the board decided to push for a May bond
issue vote, while it had not selected any sort of a bond
plan, which ranged initially from $35 up to $70 million,
nor seen a demography study of the district it had asked
for, or had provided a whole lot of time for the vetting of
some of the plans it presented. 

The decision was made in the midst of an enraged
group of Walton patrons, worried about the possibility of
having their school closed down, one that was outlined
in some of the five or so plans the board would have two
or three months to choose from and present to district
patrons in hopes of getting the measure passed. 

At this week’s meeting, the board changed direction
and pushed any vote off until at least September.

It also gave the nod for a task force of 20 to 25 com-
munity members to be formed to look at strictly facility
needs in regard to the upcoming bond issue, instead of
having the group focused on a larger strategic planning
effort. 

The group is being formed and is set to have at least
four meetings on Wednesday nights starting March 29.
Group members will be recommended by administra-
tion, staff and school board members, but Superintend-
ent Deb Hamm said she was also taking those who were
interested in making the time commitment to contribute
to the process.

After the group concludes its work, it will make a rec-
ommendation for the school board to consider in select-
ing a bond issue to bring to the public in May. The
district will then have more time, about four months, to
make a case for a possible bond issue to its voters. That
should be enough time for voters to inform themselves
and make a decision on what's best for their community. 

The district slowed the bond process, provided an op-
tion for additional constituent input and will use that
input to better inform the board on the bond issue it se-
lects and what the plan would accomplish. 

It presents a positive change of direction, and it was a
good decision, in our opinion, by the school district.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

House and Senate bills on
marijuana make sense

Legalize it. Or at least some of it. 
This week a Kansas Senate panel approved a bill le-

galizing medical cannabis and a Kansas House panel
approved a bill legalizing industrial hemp. 

Both of these measures, in our opinion, would benefit
the State of Kansas and its citizens, and it's nice to see
legislators starting to come on board with some common
sense issues. Our own senate and house delegation
sounded off on the measures a few weeks ago, and com-
ments from them sounded favorable to at least some of
the measures.

We've commented before in articles that at almost
every legislative forum we attend, someone asks a ques-
tion about either industrial hemp or medical marijuana. 

Usually, the people who ask the question seem to be
older people. It's not ever the dude in a red, green and
yellow knit sweater, fresh from his Bob Marley deco-
rated dorm room. 

On the medical side, the questions likely stem from
the fact that medical legalization would benefit the eld-
erly and treat a range of ailments they suffer from.

Medical use is no longer a throw away political issue
and has scientific legitimacy. 

Twenty-five states have already enabled its medical
usage, and results of treatments can be shown to reduce
plain, reduce epileptic seizures, and help fight the nau-
sea, pain and anxiety that come with treatment of
chronic diseases such as cancer. It provides relatively
few side effects, especially considering it can be taken as
an oil or as an edible. 

The use of cannabis with the elderly should be of note
within Harvey County, considering the large aging pop-
ulation we have living here or in retirement communi-
ties. 

If the state regulates its prescription and usage to en-
sure that the prescription process doesn't get abused,
such a measure is a common sense, cheaper and better
way to help people with chronic illness manage their
pain. 

If you were suffering from chronic pain or your child
was suffering from seizures, wouldn't you want all op-
tions to choose from?

With something like medical marijuana, there's al-
ways the argument that it will serve as a gateway drug.
However, in the case of providing it medically, one
should consider the alternative to it for pain manage-
ment: opioids. Opioid abuse is rampant in this country,
leading to pill overdoses or heroin usage. Opiates are
highly addictive and dangerous, but we still prescribe
those out—sometimes like candy.

So while some worry that marijuana is a gateway
drug, it is by no means as addictive or as dangerous as
pain management tools we use today. 

And on the industrial hemp side, the plant would pro-
vide another cash crop to farmers and, with a 0.2 per-
cent THC content, would be useless for people to use to
get high. The potency of such a plant is less than one
percent of some of the strains sold across the Kansas
border in Colorado. 

The argument against industrial hemp in part comes
from a worry that it will make spotting illegal mari-
juana plants difficult. Still, with a bit of training, the
plants should be easy to tell apart. Industrial hemp is
harvested for fibers mostly and grows taller than illegal
species of marijuana, which are bred for their flowers
and buds, which are much more prominent. 

The plant would grow in the Kansas climate and is
used mostly for its fibers and used to manufacture tex-
tiles and other goods. 

Farming hasn't been easy in Kansas of late. Why not
give Kansas farmers another crop to choose from to
grow?

While Kansas currently doesn't have the political cli-
mate for recreational legalization, nor are we arguing in
favor of such a measure with this editorial, both medical
marijuana and industrial marijuana seem like common
sense initiatives the state legislature could favor in
order to benefit its citizens.

—Newton Now Editorial Board
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Istarted selling newspaper ads
in 1996. That's also when I
started reading books and lis-

tening to audio (back then it was
cassette tapes) about sales, success
and motivation. I've read stuff
from Andy Andrews all the way to
Zig Ziglar. Some of the authors
were spot on with their message,
and some were down right manip-
ulative. I caution people who are
starting a sales career: be careful
what you read and how you apply
it. Just about every person you are
selling to has read the same books
and listened to the same audio as
you have. Don't treat people like
they are your paycheck. Commis-
sion breath (only talking to some-
one for money) stinks. 

One of my favorite quotes on
this is from Zig Ziglar, “People
don't care how much you know
until they know how much you
care.” That's true. I honestly be-
lieve if you genuinely care about
people, go out of your way to help
them, and treat them with kind-
ness and respect, you will do well
in this life. Quit worrying about
your paycheck and start worrying
about your customers. 

I say all this, but I am human

and do get grouchy (just ask the
people I work with). One thing I
always strive for, though, is being
good to people. I've always dealt
honestly, admitted my failures and
tried to be as transparent as possi-
ble with my customers. Does that
always work? I don't know, and I
don't care. I just want our cus-
tomers to feel like someone out
there is on their side and going to
bat for them and their business.

One of the things I do is give
hugs to my friends and customers.
It's unprofessional as heck, but
who cares? Hugs are important,
and they seem to be a rarity in the
business world, which is a tragedy.
I really believe that there is a
healing force that comes when you

give a hug. People need hugs, es-
pecially in this crazy chaotic
world. I have one customer who
about squeezed my guts out with a
hug last week, which was wonder-
ful. I've said this before; we only
have one shot at this life. We
ought to use this one chance we all
have to make those around us
happy. Making other people smile,
laugh and feel loved is where you
find success. It's not in a paycheck. 

One of the most successful peo-
ple I have ever come across is
Cierra Erbert. Wendy wrote a
story about her a while back.
Cierra is a crossing guard at Sun-
set Elementary School in Newton.
Every morning, when school is in
session, you can find her blowing
kisses, waving like crazy and tak-
ing bows to the oncoming traffic. If
you are feeling grumpy, I urge you
drive by her school on your way to
work. She'll change your life by
bringing a smile to your face. She's
what this world needs. She's found
the secret to success. 

Bruce Behymer is the advertising
manager at Newton Now. He can

be reached at 316-281-7899 or
bruce@harveycountynow.com.

Hugging is good for the soul Guest Editorial

Weigh in

Let the sunshine in

USD 373 has continued to
march on with the bond
issue. It seems they have

changed at least one important
item: they have talked of moving
the potential vote to September. 

I still feel they should put it on
the November general ballot. Why
waste $15,000 on a special election
that a tiny fraction of the popula-
tion will vote on?  

Perhaps they want to separate it
because they know they will pack
the polls with the people who
stand to benefit the most: district
employees. November makes the
most sense, and it gives the pro-
bond board members the chance to
own it and run on it. Also, you
have a much larger portion of the
electorate showing up at the polls
to voice their opinion. Every meet-
ing I have been at has a common
drumbeat of the board wanting as
many voices and as much input as
possible from the citizens, so why
short change them at the ballot
box?

The bond is still a fluid proposal,
beginning with a range of $30-80
million. Now it is $50-$75 mil-
lion. All options include adding
square feet of facilities.  

Why the rush to add building
space?

At a community roundtable
meeting I attended March 6 with
the administration, I heard that
we are in the target range of 75-85
percent of space utilization in the
district with a student population
that hasn’t changed much since
the 1980s. Have student needs
changed much since then?  

Perhaps teaching styles have
changed, but does more square
footage really change test scores
much? How many square feet did
we add at the last bond issue, and
have we seen any gains on overall
student performance?

The biggest constant line item in
all the bonds is the high school. It
is slated for a complete remodel at
a cost of $38 million. Upon inquir-
ing where the number came from,
I was given a long, convoluted an-
swer that boiled down to: square
footage x dollars per square foot.  

There is no readily available
plan for what will be done except a
“total remodel.” Last week, I asked
for something from the architect
about how they came up with the
numbers, and no one in the dis-
trict has it. At the time of writing
this column, it is still elusive. I
would think if you are asking for
$38 million of the taxpayers’
money, you should be able to tell
them exactly what they are going
to get with it. 

I feel the plans are left vague so
they can’t be picked apart.  

A couple years ago when this
was first started, I looked at the
plans for the high school remodel
and found $6 million for the heat-
ing and air. After a couple of hours
of research and three phone calls, I
found we could have a state-of-the-
art system installed for $1
million. But the architect at the
time couldn’t give me an answer
why my number was no good to
them.

Just like the last time the dis-
trict came to us for $30 million,
they want the money first then

will figure out how to spend it
after they have it. This is complete
foolishness. Need a new science
lab? Get a figure for it. Need new
paint and carpet? Get a number
for it.  

In the real world where I have to
answer to bankers and be prof-
itable, I have to show a real plan
with real result expectations be-
fore I can get $1. Why? The
bankers can’t just raise taxes to
pay for it. Should we expect any
less from a government entity
wanting to raise our tax burden
mills above the existing bond debt
we pay already to support another
bond issue?

This is what happens when a
taxing entity has a monopoly on
something. They lose touch with
reality when it comes to dollars
and common sense. The district al-
ready spends $13,000 or more per
student per year. I send my chil-
dren to a private school that costs
$7,000 per student to run. If my
school needs something for the fa-
cility, they get a price for it and
then put it out there to raise
funds. They can’t just hit the
pocket book of every property
owner in the district. They make
due with less because they can.

What do you need to do? Call
your board members and tell them
to get a real plan together. Not
just some big dollar plan made up
by an architect. They should also
invite other architects to look at
the information we have paid for
so far and get other ideas of what
to do. Any free market company
would be happy to offer their opin-
ion if it meant they will potentially
get a few million in fees down the
road.

Jason Mitchell is a local land-
lord and the chair of the Harvey

County Republican Party.

Move the bond vote to November, have a plan

ZEN OF BEHYMER
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MY VIEWS

JASON MITCHELL

daycare and go to actual classes.
The young parent then can get
the entire high school experience.
There's at least one high school in
Wichita that's already doing this.

For the local daycare, NHS
would provide the space while it
possibly would be staffed by the
YMCA, modeled after the one in
Wichita.

In addition, the young parents
would be required to take some
kind of parenting classes at the
school, so there would be an edu-
cational component to it.

You know that saying, “It is

what it is”? Well, the local high
school isn't supporting abortions
or teen pregnancy. They're just
dealing with reality. There are
students at the high school who
have babies. For as long as hu-
mans are on this planet, there's
going to be teen pregnancies.
There's going to be abortions.
Teens have choices in these mat-
ters.

There are so many people who
are against abortions, but then
when it comes to supporting the
mothers and babies, they're
nowhere to be found. That both-
ers me. NHS is supporting these
students while others look in the
other direction and even judge
them.

The daycare center has been
put on hold for now because of the
upcoming school bond election.
They had space in the high school
picked out, but they're now wait-
ing.

I applaud the high school for
doing this, for dealing with real-
ity as it is, supporting students in
any way they can and helping
them graduate. I'm glad teen par-
ents aren't being shunned but are
being treated like they should
be—with support and respect.

Wendy Nugent is the features
editor for Newton Now and editor
of Harvey County Now, the maga-

zine. She can be reached
at wendy@harveycountynow.com 
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Kansas needs fuel tax increase
To the voters of Harvey County:
We are highway bridge contractors based here in

Newton. For the past three to four years, available work
in Kansas has been dwindling. This is due to monies re-
moved from the highway budget in order to cover the
shortfalls in the state’s operating budget. An effort to re-
store state funding was met with a veto earlier in the
session. This week, an attempt will be made again to re-
store some funding through an increase in fuel tax. We
need this to happen in order to remain a Kansas con-
tractor. We, and others like us, are moving to other
states in order to survive. That means that millions of
dollars in payroll, sales tax, property tax, equipment
purchases, material and supply purchase income will be
going to other states. Our current tax revenue structure
is not only underfunded, it is creating other losses in tax
revenue by driving businesses like ours out of the state.

Stan Scudder, Bridges Inc., Newton

Love your country, but don't trust the government 
Much has been made lately about the Russian hack-

ing of the Democratic National Committee and the pos-
sible influence on the 2016 presidential election.
Democrats and some Republicans in Washington are
calling foul, sounding as though nothing of the kind had
ever been done before.

However, recent history shows otherwise. Here are
some examples of how the U.S. Government, albeit
without computers, did the same egregious thing:

1953—President Dwight Eisenhower sent the CIA to
Iran to depose the democratic government and place the
Shah back on his throne. 

1954—The CIA removed the democratically elected
president of Guatemala and replaced him with a brutal,
unelected military general. 

1961 (Bay of Pigs)—The CIA repeatedly attempted to
either oust Fidel Castro of Cuba from power or assassi-
nate him. 

1973 Chile—President Richard Nixon and the U.S.
National-Security establishment helped a military coup
to get rid of the democratically elected communist Presi-
dent Salvador Allende. 

After the first Gulf War (1991), sanctions on Iraq were
intended to bring about a regime change to get rid of
Saddam Hussein. 

2009—Afghanistan held a presidential election. The
U.S. wanted Hamid Karzai to win, and although
Karzai's team was caught stealing a million votes, the
Obama Administration insisted Karzai was the “legiti-
mate” leader.

2010—Iraq held supervised democratic elections. The
U.S. was disappointed the candidate they backed did
not win but prudently decided not to contest the results;
too much media coverage. 

In other words, while the Russians were wrong to try
to influence our election, we have done the same thing
on numerous occasions. But as we've seen in the past, if
the U.S. does it, whatever “it” is, it's OK.

Think about that for awhile.
Love your country, but never trust the government!
Laurie Hartke, Newton

March 15-21, 2017, marks the anniversary of the na-
tionally commemorated Sunshine Week in which open
government proponents throughout our nation point with
pride at transparency breakthroughs, but are equally
alarmed about setbacks to the people’s right to know what
their government is up to.

A review by the Kansas Sunshine Coalition for Open
Government shows the Kansas experience over the past
10 years is no different. While sunshine victories can be
proclaimed in some areas of our state government—the
legislative enactment of a media shield law, for example,
there have been serious setbacks, including the expansion
of exceptions to the state’s Open Records Act from 10 or so
initially to now 57 and counting. Meanwhile, the cost of
gaining access to these “open government” records has
mushroomed to the point that pressing access in many in-
stances simply isn’t worth the effort to the citizenry.

Kansas media representatives who track open govern-
ment legislation could describe their job as “whack-a-
mole”  Currently, organizations representing cities,
counties, and other governmental entities are pushing to
end the practice of publicizing their legally required no-
tices, including budgets, in print, opting instead to restrict
them to websites, particularly if the website is operated
by the very entity charged with making their work avail-
able to the general public.

On another front, the current gubernatorial administra-
tion has taken the position that government business may
be discussed—transacted?—in secrecy via email if it tran-
spired using a private internet service provider. 

That same secret mindset has now been extended to
state judiciary appointments, which had been transparent
by Supreme Court rule since 1981. Now, no one knows
who has applied for a judge vacancy until the governor
makes his appointment. Confirmation of that appointee
now rests with the same entity—the Legislature—which
voted to make the process opaque in the first place.

Secrecy in government is not the exclusive domain of
the executive and legislative branches of government,
however, as an ongoing case study at the University of
Kansas demonstrates. There, a student group seeks to de-
termine the extent of the influence the Charles and David
Koch foundations may have in its donations totaling at
least $1.4 million to the KU School of Business. The stu-
dents’ records request for any restrictions on Koch fund-
ing was approved by the university—but with a price tag
of $1,800.  So, what does secrecy in government mean to
us as citizens? Last year, legislators needed only to hear
from a Leawood couple to learn what a travesty secret
records could unleash.  That case involved an innocent
family whose personal nightmare began when a totally
unfounded drug raid was promulgated on their suburban
Johnson County home. Despite the horrors of the morning
raid, to the couple’s dismay, they found that the informa-
tion on which the bogus raid was based was secret per a
1979 law. Though the record detailing probable cause, or
in this case, lack of probable cause for the search, could
have been opened, it was kept secret. 

Given the baseless grounds for the drug raid in the first
place, it is unsurprising that someone wanted to keep the
family in the dark to protect an exposed backside—or sev-
eral. Thanks to efforts by the couple and other proponents
of open government, the affidavit for the search warrant
eventually was opened to the couple, and legislation open-
ing future affidavits in search and arrests has been en-
acted to bring a little additional sunshine into Kansas
government. Kansans fear and mistrust the unknown. We
must, in fact and in deed, let the sunshine in!

Ron Keefover retired last year as public information offi-
cer for the Kansas Court System. He is president of the

Kansas Sunshine Coalition for Open Government.
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facilitate a bond vote by
May. 

He said that the district
wanted results of its de-
mography study back be-
fore selecting a plan and
that it would have had to
get its bond intentions
signed off on by the state
before publishing it in a
paper, which would have
made for a tight time
frame.

“There was some follow
up with bond council, and
I believe there was a con-
versation with the board
officers,” Miller said of the
decision. 

Newton Superintendent
Deb Hamm said she in-
formed the board a special
meeting would have to be
held to make the May vote
happen, and without sup-
port for that special meet-
ing, the district decided to
push the date down the
line. 

It seems likely that the

district wanted some more
time and feedback for pre-
senting the bond issue to
the community as well. 

The board signed off on
forming a task of staff
community members to
discuss the district's facil-
ity needs and present a
recommendation before
the board signed off on a
selected bond plan. 

The group will meet
Wednesday nights at least
four times from March 29
to April 19.

Hamm said she would

look to get 20 to 25 mem-
bers on the group. 

Board Member Renee
Erickson asked how the
group would be selected.
Hamm said the group
would be selected from
members  of the strategic
planning group as well as
suggestions she received
from the group and board
members and people who
come forward to volunteer. 

“I think it covers the
needs of the district, it
brings an objective view of
things and it supports the

recommendation,” School
Board Member Tim Hodge
said. “I think it will move
us forward in a very objec-
tive and fact-based man-
ner.”

While staff and mem-
bers of the school board
can be at the meetings to
answer questions, from
discussion, it sounded like
the meetings would be fo-
cused on direct feedback
and ideas from the task
force members, free from
direction of members of
the school board. 

In other news
Miller will leave the dis-

trict next year. He took a
job with the Andover
School District. 

Students from Santa Fe
Middle School were pres-
ent at the meeting, dis-
cussing with patrons what
makes the school great.

The district accepted a
donation of an engine from
Chuck Mueller valued at
$500 as well as a $1,600
donation from Farm Bu-
reau to pay for a zoo field
trip.

SCHOOL
From Page 1

The “dancing” seemed appropriate
Friday night, as a variety of Mexican
music played in the background, and
at one point, the Larezes' grand-
daughter, 17-year-old Chela Scott,
and an “adopted” daughter, Christine
Brunner, quickly talked about shoes
Scott might wear to her prom, as
both were waiting tables, too.

Marcella's husband, Narci, kept
himself busy toting things around
and putting handfuls of chips in bas-
kets.

“I actually claim I'm retired from
the construction company,” Narci
said, adding he goes to the restau-
rant to fix things. “There's always
something to fix, seems like.”

The restaurant sells a variety of
Mexican and American types of food,
and Marcella said they fry the taco
shells themselves.

“I make my own enchilada sauce,”
Marcella said. “It's very simple food,
nothing fancy.”

The restaurant, which arguably
could be the oldest in Newton, has
been around a long time.

“We've been in business in this
building 44 years,” Narci said. “I
bought it years ago. I was working as
a union carpenter in Wichita.”

He bought it with the idea of mak-
ing a restaurant out of it. At first,
Narci purchased the building to the
west, and then they later opened up
at its current address, at 121 W. Fifth
St. The first restaurant wasn't called
El Toro, and his mother-in-law, wife
and kids ran that one. His wife and
daughters then ran El Toro, and
Narci worked at the restaurant when
he wasn't working in Wichita.

“I built everything you see,” Narci
said, looking around the dining room.
“I guess I did a pretty good job.
They're still up.”

The dining room has a number of
booths where the wood is painted
brown.

Narci didn't do the electrical work,
which was done by a fireman who did
that on the side, Narci said.

While Marcella and three daugh-
ters ran the restaurant, Narci had
another business to run.

“For a lot of years, I had a con-
struction company here in town,” he
said, adding it was called Larez &
Sons Concrete Contractors, and they
also did carpentry.

Narci said when Kidron Bethel Vil-
lage in North Newton started, he did
all the concrete work on the original
buildings.

“I made more money by accident
out there than I did on purpose here,”
he joked, meaning the restaurant.

At one point, they closed the
restaurant for a few months, and his
wife and daughters went to work in
the field for the construction com-
pany during a summer.

“I only took on work that I could do
myself,” Narci said.

It seems there plenty of work for
him at El Toro, and the restaurant
isn't just about food. It's about fam-
ily; it's about friends. The Larezes
have friends so close they made
through both businesses they regard
them as family. Before Narci started
his construction company, he picked
out supplies at Royston's Automotive
in Newton and asked the owner, Don
Royston, to hold everything until he
could pay for it. After he picked up
the supplies, Royston gave Narci his
first job, which was to remodel his of-
fice and make steps Royston, who
was disabled, could use.

“I did that for him, and through the
years, we've been great friends,”
Narci said, adding Royston also
wanted Narci to build a pre-stressed
building on Meridian, which still is
there.

Narci told Royston he'd get him
prices on the building, and Royston
said, “Nope. I trust you.”

Royston also ate at the restaurant
and carried out most of the time be-

cause of his disability.
The Larezes also befriended cus-

tomers Kathleen Kelly, former food
writer at the Wichita Eagle, and her
husband. In fact, they were so close
that Marcella talked about what hap-
pened to Kelly's ashes after she died
in 2010. After she passed away, Kelly
was cremated, and her ashes were
scattered in the Flint Hills.

“It was just so nice, ’cause she
loved the Flint Hills,” Marcella said,
adding her son scattered her ashes as
the sun set. “The minute the son
scattered the ashes, the wind started
blowing.”

Marcella said most of their cus-
tomers become close to them.

“Most of the ones that come in here
are friends,” Marcella said. “I tell
people we're a family restaurant. It
goes back a ways. We have a lot of
friends.”

Other friends include Trent Brun-
ner, their “adopted” son and his wife,
the previously mentioned Christine
Brunner, who has a day job and then
waits tables at El Toro by night. Fri-
day was Christine's birthday, so they
planned to celebrate around closing
time. Trent said he's been going to
the Larez restaurants since he was in
his mother's womb, starting at the
first restaurant.

The Larezes also made friends
with customers Dave Nygaard and
his late wife, Bernie, who patronized
the café before they married up until
she passed away. And now the Ny-
gaard daughters, Natalie and Nikki,
visit every week and go to the restau-
rant.

“And he's never quit being a cus-
tomer,” Marcella said about Dave.
“We've made a lot of friends.” 

Marcella said Dave and Narci both
were in the Navy and have that in
common.

When they opened the restaurant
at the second location, they were
busy.

“When we opened the doors, there
were people waiting outside to come
in,” Narci said. “It was unreal.”

In the beginning, the restaurant
was open seven days a week, and
then they started cutting back. Now,
hours are 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and 5
to 8 p.m. Wednesdays through Fri-
days, and 5 to 8 p.m. Saturdays.

The couple is planning on getting
out of the restaurant business.

“We're hoping to turn it over to our
grandsons who are here working for
us,” Narci said.

The prices almost match the time
period of the décor.

“We haven't gone up on our prices,”
Marcella said. “We've only gone up
once.”

She also said they give chips out to
customers they know, which means
they give out a lot of chips.

What's important to Marcella are
their friends.

“That's why I do it,” she said. “I
like it. I really like it. We've been
married 65 years. It's just the friends
we've made through the years.”

If someone they know is sick, they
worry about them.

“And we take them food,” Narci
added.

“We're blessed to have our health,
and we're really blessed,” Marcella
said.

Narci said he hopes the grandsons
extend the hours.

“It's up to them,” Narci said. “We
really don't want to be involved any-
more and keep it in the family.”

Keeping it in the family seems to
be what they're doing. In addition to
an “adopted” daughter and grand-
daughter, at least one of their other
daughters, Traci Scott, works there,
as well. Another waitress, Teresa
Schmidt, has been there since they
opened, and Juanita Gonzalez
worked there a long time.

The Larezes are so close to the
Brunners that the Brunners paid for
a trip for the older couple.

“I don't know why, but they bought
a trip for my wife and I to go to Bran-
son,” Narci said.

FAMILY
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Waitress and granddaughter of Marcella and Narci Larez, Chela Scott, center looks at prom shoes
on Christine Brunner's phone while Brunner's husband, Trent, looks on. 

gets caught, or if he gets
busted with something, let
me be a part of it.’”

The officer was always
there, sitting and talking
with Fernandez in the back
of the police car. Eventually,
Fernandez decided to take
advantage instead of over-
looking the advice. He de-
cided if he got a second
chance, he was going to run
with it.

Fernandez’ grandfather
was a business man who
started Chico’s restaurant.
He also started the soccer
league in Wichita, where he
coached Fernandez’ father.
Fernandez and many of the
other kids who lived on Wi-
chita’s rough north-end dis-
trict would spend their time
at the soccer  fields of Schell
Park. The kids were paid
quarters to pick up the
empty beer cans the players
would pitch on the ground
when the adults were drink-
ing after the games.

“They used to play soc-
cer...and then they would
drink,” Fernandez said.
“That’s how it was back
then.”

Being out there was some-
thing Fernandez looked for-
ward to and developed his
passion for the game. When
he got older, he started play-
ing as well. The game is
where he met all his friends
and how people got together
to spend their time. 

But the good times didn’t
last forever. 

“That soccer field at Schell
Park, they ended up shut-
ting it down because of the
drinking,” Fernandez said.
“At the end, they were get-
ting in fights or whatever so
they closed it down. As kids
no longer had soccer grow-
ing up, because it got ruined
by the adults who were
drinking on the field. They
planted trees so we couldn’t
go out there. And after that
is when we kind of took to
the streets.”

In the absence of soccer,
the boredom was filled with
trouble. Fernandez was get-
ting good grades in school,
but without something posi-
tive to be passionate about,
he found negative outlets in-
stead.

The risk of owning 
a dream

Growing up in Newton,
Fernandez said the conven-
tional wisdom was always
that you were going to grow
up and work at Hehr Inter-
national, AGCO or Norcraft.
It was a status quo people
got into because they got
busy and had families to
provide for. And there was
absolutely nothing wrong
with that. The norm is a
sure thing. It is a stable way
to earn an honest living.

But as the things people
were telling him started to
click, Fernandez pulled him-
self out of the path to
nowhere he was on. He
found a second chance, and
with it, Fernandez thought
he had to do something
more. He knew it was a
gamble with some long odds.
He knew it was going to
take decades of hard work
for something that might
not pan out in the end. But
it was just something he had
to do for himself.

“If you are working to-
wards building a dream, you
have to understand that you
need to own it 100 percent,”
Fernandez said. “Because if
you don’t, you are working
toward someone else’s
dream.”

Fernandez said it was
something inside of him that
he had to fulfill, although
there weren’t a lot of people
screaming about being an
entrepreneur, because it is a
tough, big risk that doesn’t
always win.

Part of what his business,
Clutch, does is help local en-
trepreneurs who have capi-
tal to get to the next level.
They take the ideas and
help “turbo boost” them for
the best chance at success.
They have clients on both
coasts and in the Midwest.
It is a mission for Clutch to

find startups that share the
same values. Regardless of
how much money a potential
client brings to the table,
Clutch is picky, because Fer-
nandez wants to make sure
that the people he employs
believe in the projects they
are working on. It makes
working at Clutch more fun,
which gives the startups
Clutch works with the best
chance for success. 

After everything Fernan-
dez had to do to get to where
he is at, showing others a
world without limits is what
Clutch is all about.

“The reason that I built
Clutch is because I know the
sky is the limit,” Fernandez
said. “So if I can build this
company, anybody can do it.”

After being given a second
chance at life, Fernandez
used it to build a small tech-
nology company. As the com-
pany continued to grow,
Fernandez knew from the
beginning he had to start
planting the seeds in kids
that were planted in him. 

Fernandez knows the im-
portance of having some out-
let for kids to express
themselves. With seven kids
of his own, he knows that
each of them have different
interests. Fernandez be-
lieves it is crucial for their
development to be encour-
aged to follow whatever en-
deavor they may be drawn
to. 

One of his sons does kid
coding, building robots. His
daughter came to him with a
desire to try cross country.
Instead of discouraging her
because she didn’t like to
sweat, he encouraged her.

“It is just important for us
to realize that you can’t force
something on a kid and ex-
pect them to excel,” Fernan-
dez said. “Every single day I
get individuals that walk
into my office and tell me, ‘I
am an attorney. I don’t want
to be an attorney.’ Whoa, you
went eight, nine years to be
an attorney and now you
don’t like it? Maybe it takes
us having to try things out.”

Returning to the pitch
When Brian Ebert ap-

proached him for help with
the Newton United soccer
club, Fernandez had the op-
portunity to help uproot the
trees that took the game
away from him as a kid and
make a place for Newton-
area kids who want to play. 

It was a way to do his part
to provide at least one other
outlet for kids to explore. It
gave him an opportunity to
share the game with his own
kids as he finds ways to con-
nect with them. 

“It is super important to
be able to remember the
things that I got into and
why I got into those things,”
Fernandez said. “Most of it
was boredom. There always
has to be an avenue for
them to express themselves,

regardless of how they are.
None of the kids are the
same. Some kids dislike
being involved in too many
sports. For me it is just
being able to remember the
things that I would do and
why, when I was bored, I
would do them and trying to
fill up that time with more
progressive, what I would
consider positive things.
Soccer is just one of them.”

As Newton United went
from being a generic team
overlooked in Wichita to a
winning competitor with an
identity, Fernandez helped
to create with his expertise
in branding, the idea to
start the more competitive
Juventus Newton club was
born. But in traveling
around the country, they
saw the ugly side of compet-
itive youth sports. Fernan-
dez wanted to keep things
fun so that kids would still
want to be involved. Marco
Valdivia helped Fernandez
rein in his competitive
streak in order to stay with
the mission of helping local
kids.

“As we have been compet-
itive, we also want to be
tough on wanting to be com-
petitive,” Fernandez said.
“We have kind of watered
down the competitiveness as
we have gone through and
seen—this is for the kids,
man.”

Fernandez talked to Ebert
about it and started to un-
derstand why United did
things the way they did
them. With Juventus, Fer-
nandez was excited about
the step up in competition.
But after seeing the under-
belly of youth sports for
himself, he knew it wasn’t
where he wanted to go.

After all, Fernandez says,
this is about planting seeds.
Instead of turning kids
away who aren’t good
enough to pass a tryout,
they take them in and try to
build them up. 

Fernandez was given an
opportunity to come from
the brink, which drives a
strong philanthropic spirit
that gives him joy far be-
yond his bank account. It
gives him a purpose in help-
ing with clubs like Newton
United and Juventus New-
ton.

“I tell this to everyone,”
Fernandez said. “It is not
the financial success that is
going to make you happy. It
is not that. Trust me. A full
bank account, it is pretty
close up there to oxygen.
But ultimately, if you don’t
know inside what you truly
want, if you don’t have that,
‘I know what I am supposed
to be doing,’ inside, that
money is not going to make
you happy. I just want to
make sure that I planted
that seed, because some-
body did it for me. I am just
paying it back.”

CARLOS
From Page 1

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Carlos Fernandez, the CEO of Clutch, stands outside of the office in down-
town Wichita. 
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Ronald
Dean Pracht,
75, died on
Tuesday,
March 7,
2017, at the
Robert D.
Dole Medical
Center in Wi-
chita.

Ronald
was born on Sept. 5,
1941, in Marion to
Roland and Myrtle (Fox)
Pracht.

Ron served his country
from 1962 to 1964 where
he was a crew chief for
the U.S. Army in El
Paso, Texas. He married
Ruth Shaffer on August
4, 1972. They were mar-
ried for 44 years prior to
his death.

Ron loved people and
knew no stranger. He
was very mischievous
and loved fishing, hiking
and camping. He loved
taking his grandchildren
to Braum's and was a big
fan of Elvis Presley’s
music. He was an avid
Kansas State University
Wildcat fan and a long-
term member of the East
Side United Methodist
Church in Newton. He

loved his wife,
children and
grandchil-
dren.

He is sur-
vived by his
wife, Ruth;
children and
spouses, Fran
and Kliff
Siemens,

Daina and Bruce Harr,
Lora and Ken Voth,
Mona and Tim Tobin,
and Matt Pracht; sister,
Bonnie and Larry Brick-
house; 13 grandchildren;
and nine great grand-
children.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
Roland and Myrtle
Pracht; sister, Bonnie
Brickhouse; stepfather,
Abram Thut; and two
grandchildren.

A funeral service was
March 10 at East Side
United Methodist
Church in Newton. Bur-
ial was March 10 at
Prairie Grove Cemetery
in Cottonwood Falls.

A memorial has been
set up for the Eastside
United Methodist
Church, 1520 E. Broad-
way, Newton, KS, 67114.

RONALD PRACHT
June Marie Cox

passed away on Monday,
Feb. 27, 2017, at her
home in Valley Center
after a lengthy struggle
with cancer.

She was born on
March 10, 1940, in Pitts-
burg, daughter of Wyatt
and Ferne Willis, and
moved to Wichita when
she was young. She was
a member of the first
graduating class from
Wichita High School
Southeast in 1958. She
and her children moved
to Valley Center in 1970
upon the death of her
husband.

She is survived by her
daughter, Peggy Long of
Wichita; sons, Greg Cox
of Oswego and Craig Cox
of Hodgen; sister, Judy
Dumcum and husband
Bob of Mesa, Ariz.;
brothers, Don Willis and

wife Sherry of Newton,
and Harry Willis and
wife Caroline of Chan-
dler, Ariz.; and grand-
daughter, Beth
Griswold-Jordan and
husband Dustin Jordan
of Valley Center, who
provided loving care for
June during her last
days, along with their
children, Andrew, Beau
and Olivia.

She chose cremation,
and arrangements will
be handled by Baker Fu-
neral Home of Wichita.
No services are planned
at this time, but a grave-
side gathering will be at
the Whitewater Ceme-
tery, which will be at a
later date.

Any memorials or do-
nations should be made
to Harry Hynes Memo-
rial Hospice, 313 S. Mar-
ket, Wichita, KS, 67202.

JUNE COX

Clarrie Ellen Hill
Koehn, 92, of Newton
passed away on Friday,
March 10, 2017, at Pres-
byterian Manor.

She was born on April
7, 1924, the youngest
twin daughter of
Samuiel O and Clara
Myrtle (Lauterdale) Hill.
She was raised from
birth by Thomas and
Laura Carter.

She married John
Koehn on Sept. 1, 1945,
and five children were
born of this union—Don,
Geraldine Lambert, Lola
Huntley, Tim and Bert,
all of Newton. Ellen also
leaves 19 grandchildren,
17 great-grandchildren
and six great-great-
grandchildren.

Ellen was preceded in
death by her parents;
her husband, John
Koehn; her son, Tim; six
brothers; four sisters;
and one great-grand-
daughter.

Relatives and friends
may call from 6 to 8 p.m.
Friday, March 17, at
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton,
with the family greeting.

Funeral services will
be at 1:30 p.m. Saturday,
March 18, at Broadway
Colonial Funeral Home.
Pastor Matt Kruse from
Newton Bible Church
will officiate. Military
honors will be observed.
Private interment will
be at Restlawn Garden
of Memories.

A memorial has been
established with Newton
Bible Church, and con-
tributions may be sent to
the funeral home, 120 E.
Broadway, Newton, KS,
67114.

Condolences may be
left at www.broadway-
colonailfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

CLARRIE KOEHN

Helen
(Kirchmer)
Tipton, 96,
died Mon-
day, March
13, 2017.
She was
born July
12, 1920, in
Sedgwick. 

She was
the daughter of Carl and
Pearl (Butler) Kirchmer.
She was the third of
seven children. She mar-
ried Warren C. Tipton on
June 13, 1939, in New-
ton. Warren preceded
her in death. Two sons
and one daughter also
preceded her in death.
Helen was a member of
St. Mary's Catholic
Church and St. Mary's
Altar Society. She was a
homemaker and enjoyed
making quilts and work-
ing with crafts.

Survivors include one

daughter, Bar-
bara Alexan-
der of Topeka;
one son,
Michael Tipton
of McPherson;
and one
brother, Don-
ald Kirchmer
of Newton.
There are sev-

eral grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were
at 10:30 a.m. Wednes-
day, March 15, at St.
Mary's Catholic Church.
Burial will be in St.
Mary's Cemetery in
Newton. Recitation of
the Holy Rosary was
Tuesday at Petersen Fu-
neral Home, with the
family receiving friends
following Rosary. 

Memorials are sug-
gested to American Can-
cer Society in care of
Petersen Funeral Home. 

HELEN TIPTON

Michael G. Dechant, 57, died Wednes-
day, March 8, 2017, at his Halstead resi-
dence. He was born Jan. 28, 1960, in
Blackwell, Okla., to Elmer R. and Billie
J. (Soctt) Dechant. On Jan. 8, 1999, he
married Laurie “Jill” Martin, and she
survives of the home.

Michael served his country in the U.S.
Army was a plumber installing Echo
water softeners. He had a love of farm-
ing, and he farmed land around the
Ness City area prior to moving to Halstead. He en-
joyed hunting and fishing and was a member of the
NRA. Michael had a soft spot for dogs and enjoyed
spending time with his Rottweilers. Family was very
important, and he greatly looked forward to spend-
ing time with his loving family, grandchildren and

many friends. 
He is survived by his wife, Jill of the

home; sons, Jonathan (Angie) Harries and
Jeremy Harris, both of Wichita; daughters,
Michelle (Travis) Scott of Lockhart, Texas,
Crystal (Daniel) Beougher of Arkansas
City, Aubry (Ryan) Boyce of Derby and An-
gela and Ben Sirmans of Towanda; sister,
Sherrie Smith of Colorado; and 15 grand-
children. 

Michael was preceded in death by his
parents; sister, Michelle; and brother, Mitchell.

Graveside committal service with military honors
was March 14 at Halstead City Cemetery. 

Memorials are suggested to Caring Hands Hu-
mane Society in care of Petersen Funeral Home in
Newton.

MICHAEL DECHANT

Thursday, March 16
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members

and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

6 to 8 p.m.—From Oz to Oz and Back Again: Michael
Knopf Concert. Carriage Factory Art Gallery, 128 E.
6th St.

6 to 8 p.m.—Basketball History with Steve Farney.
Grand Central.

6:30 p.m.—Newton Toastmaster Meeting. Newton
Recreation Center, 415 N. Poplar St.

6:30 to 8 p.m.—Novel Thinkers Book Club Discus-
sion. The Lady and the Lionheart by Joanne Bischof.
Faith and Life Bookstore, 606 N. Main St. 

7 p.m.—Third Thursday Book Club. City of Thieves
by David Benioff. Newton Public Library.

7 to 8 p.m.—Historic Preservation Commission
Meeting. City Hall.

7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night. Anyone
age 8 or older is welcome. Full game package is $10,
and early-bird package is $5. American Legion Post 2,
400 S. Spencer Rd.

Friday, March 17
9:30 a.m.—Spring Toddler Story Time. Newton Pub-

lic Library.
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert.

Grand Central.
6 p.m.—Friday Night Games. Grand Central.
6:30 p.m.—NHS Soccer vs. Rose Hill. Fischer Field,

Newton.
7 to 9 p.m.—Grease Sing-A-Long. Admission is $5.

Children 5 and under are free. Fox Theater, 518 N.
Main.

Saturday, March 18
9 a.m.—St. Patrick’s Day Scramble. $45 per person.

Proceeds benefit the Wounded Warrior Foundation.
Sand Creek Station, 920 Meadowbrook Dr. 

9:15 a.m.—VITA Tax Assistance. Newton Public Li-
brary.

3 and 4 p.m.—Teen Zombie Breakout! Newton Pub-
lic Library.

7 to 9 p.m.—Western Art Exhibit Opening Recep-
tion. Carriage Factory Gallery, 128 E. 6th St.

9:30 p.m.—Piper Lee and The Smokin’ Section Con-
cert. Jay’s Place, 220 N. Main St.

Sunday, March 19
7 a.m.—American Legion Monthly Breakfast. $8 for

adults and $4 for children 12 and under. American Le-
gion Post 2, 400 S. Spencer Rd.

2 p.m.—Pioneer and Indian Trails in the City of
Newton with Brian Stucky. Admission is $5 with mu-
seum members admitted for free. Harvey County His-
torical Museum, 203 N. Main St.

4 p.m.—Spring Gala: Coming Home. Kauffman Mu-
seum, 300 E. 27th St., North Newton.

4 to 6 p.m.—Facets: Newton Mid-Kansas Symphony
Orchestra Spring Pops Concert. Admission is $15 for
adults, $7 for children 12 and under. Bethel College
Memorial Hall, 300 E. 27th St., North Newton.

Monday, March 20
All Day—Grand Central Billiards. Four competition

quality tables available for use Monday through Fri-
day at Grand Central.

TBA—Bethel College Golf at KCAC Conference
Tournament. 

10 a.m.—Blood Pressure Check. Grand Central.
11:45 a.m.—Friendship Meals. Call (316) 283-2222

for reservation. Monday through Friday at Grand Cen-
tral.

1 p.m.—Bethel College Softball Doubleheader vs.
Hastings College. Bethel College. 

1:30 p.m.—Golden Notes. Call at (316) 283-2222 to
schedule a performance. Grand Central.

4 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Newton Public
Library.

6 p.m.—VITA Tax Assistance. Newton Public Li-
brary.

6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members
and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

7 p.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton Public
Library.

7 p.m.—Beginners Square Dance Class. Grand Cen-
tral.

Tuesday, March 21
TBA—Bethel College Golf at KCAC Conference

Tournament.
10:30 a.m.—Bingo. Grand Central.
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Craft Handwork. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert of

Park City. Grand Central.
6 p.m.—American Legion Auxiliary Meeting: Nomi-

nation of Officers. Election will be in April. American
Legion Post 2, 400 S. Spencer Rd.

7 p.m.—Round Dance. Grand Central.
7 p.m.—Using RootsWeb. Newton Public Library.

Wednesday, March 22
9 a.m.—Make and Take Craft Day. Newton Public

Library.
9:15 a.m.—VITA Tax Assistance. Newton Public Li-

brary.
9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.—Bethel College Life Enrich-

ment. Krehbiel Auditorium in Luyken Fine Arts Cen-
ter, Bethel College.

1 p.m.—Bethel College Softball Doubleheader vs.
York College. Bethel College.

1 p.m.—Cards/Games. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool for Women. Ken Fast

teaches billiards using Steve Mizerak’s complete book
of pool. Donation of $1 per week. Grand Central.

3:30 p.m.—Master Builders LEGOs. Newton Public
Library.

6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Grill Special (meat-
loaf, potatoes, veggie and roll). Members and guests
welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S. Spencer Rd. 

Thursday, March 23
9 to 10 a.m.—Community Acupuncture. Peace Con-

nections (third floor above Prairie Harvest). 
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Wii Bowling. Grand Central.

HOW TO RUN AN OBITUARY
Obituaries in Newton Now are free as long as they

fit our newspaper style. We see a death in our com-
munity as a news item that people care about in New-
ton and North Newton. 

March 12
Arrests:
Melissa Loveall, 38,

warrant, 1200 Blk Main
St. 

Demarieo Dixon, 21,
possession of stolen
property, mile marker 30
on I-135, Newton

Perry Wayne Thomas,
51, warrant, Harvey
County Jail

Thomas Lane, 47, 800
Blk N Main

Justin Pontious, driv-
ing while suspended,
700 Blk Broadway

March 11
Arrests: 
Juliana Sharp, 21, Do-

mestic battery, 1200 Blk
N Main

Erick Moser, 51, Driv-
ing with invalid license,
100 Blk of East First

Lyle Ledford, 47, 600
Blk SE Third St

Katura Popp, Domes-
tic battery, 300 Blk SW
Third

March 10
Criminal reports: 
Theft, one wallet, 100

Blk SE First st. Newton
Ks

Theft, three cast iron
vent covers valued at
$450, 200 Blk of Harri-
son St.

Arrests:
James Daniel Wilson,

27, driving under the in-
fluence, 800 Blk N Main
St Newton

Maximino Castillo, 57,
warrant, 800 Blk N High
Street

Tiffany Wickham, 38,
warrant,1200 Blk E
Broadway

Jeremy McGill, 37,
warrant, 1200 Blk E
Broadway

March 9
Criminal report:
Criminal damage to

property, one gold disc
lock, 1000 Blk S Kansas

Arrests:
Sherill Graza, 54, war-

rant, 100 Blk E Seventh
Street

March 8
Criminal report:
Criminal Damage to

property, one mailbox,

900 Blk of Industrial
Drive

Arrests:
Sarah Feenstra, 18,

driving with invalid li-
cense, 1300 Old Main
Street

Steven Shaw, 60, war-
rant, 100 Blk Eighth
street

Stormy Gale Snedecor,
58, 100 Blk E Eighth
Street

March 7
Criminal reports:
Aggravated Assault,

601 SE 36th St. 17-740
Forgery, 1600 Blk of

First St.
Arrests:
Merlin Figueroa, 28,

Theft, 1700 Blk S
Kansas

James Snedecor, War-
rant, 100 Blk E Eighth
Street

Jessie Ortiz, 25, Driv-
ing with invalid license,
600 Blk Spencer

Joel Medina, 38, Driv-
ing with invalid license,
500 Blk N Walnut

Jason Catache, 33,
Possession of Marijuana,

200 Blk S.Meridian
William Greggory

Gage, 36, Possession of
marijuana, 200 Blk S.
Meridian

Ashley Bottiger, Theft,
1700 Blk S Kansas

Ericka Silva, Operat-
ing a vehicle without a
valid license, 200 Blk S.
Meridian

March 6
Criminal report:
Criminal damage to

property, criminal tres-
pass, theft, 500 Blk N
Meridian, Trailer latch
broken, tools, generator
stolen.

Arrests:
Erick Cruz Galindo,

21, Operating a motor
vehicle without a li-
cense, 500 Blk E First

Dion Fields, 29, War-
rant arrest, 7000 blk
Schaben Court

Eusebio Lopez, War-
rant, 100 Blk E Eighth
St.

Cody Broadhurst,
Criminal threat, 200 Blk
Old Main St.



Newton Medical Center,
where the meter there
read more than 600, as
600 was a high as their
meter would go.

“We got to go in an am-
bulance from Newton to
Wichita in our Halloween
costumes,” Alexa said.

Grandpa drove Jordan
to the hospital, while
Mom and Alexa rode in
the ambulance.

Carey thought some-
thing was going on with
Alexa's blood sugar be-
cause of her symptoms.

“She was losing weight,
she was really thirsty, fre-
quent urination—classic
signs,” Carey said.

Alexa didn't enjoy her
ride to Wichita.

“Bad because I had to
sit in there for a long
time,” she responded
after being asked what
she thought of the ambu-
lance ride.

Alexa was scared.
“I didn't think she un-

derstood what was going
on too much,” Carey said.

Alexa spent four days
in the hospital, with her
mom staying with her.
Once there, Alexa had
lots of blood tests and
IVs.

“When we first got
there, they were doing a
blood draw or blood stick
every hour,” Carey said.

Alexa was diagnosed
with Type 1 diabetes, and
Carey said taking care of
her daughter's blood
sugar is a balancing act.
There are factors involved
in keeping her blood
sugar around 120 to 150,
which is perfect for Alexa.
These factors include
using insulin, watching
her diet and using some
kind of sugar if her blood
sugar gets too low. For in-
stance, during her inter-
view, Alexa's blood sugar
went down in the 70s, so
her mom gave her a glu-
cose tablet to bring it up.
Carey suspected some-
thing was wrong, because
Alexa didn't seem to feel
very well.

When Alexa was at

Wesley in Wichita, an ed-
ucator talked to them and
had a packet from the Ju-
venile Diabetes Research
Foundation (JDRF).
Alexa also was given
Rufus the Diabetes Bear.

“They were right there
when we were still in the
hospital,” Carey said.

Then, Carey looked into
JDRF. 

“They are the No. 1
funder for Type 1 diabetes
research,” Carey said.
“They're just really there
for the family of Type 1
diabetics.”

To help the organiza-
tion raise money, there
will be a fundraiser in
Newton, called the Team
Alexa Benefit Dinner and
Auction at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 13, at the
Harvey County 4-H
Building in Newton. Din-
ner will be served from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. with the
auction starting at 8 p.m.
The meal, cooked by one
of Carey's friends, will be
generous portions of au-
thentic Mexican food,
dessert and drink. The
cost is $8 in advance or
$10 at the door for adults,
and $5 in advance or $7
at the door for children.
Gift baskets and certifi-
cates were donated by
community businesses for
the auction. They can be
purchased at www.gotea-
malexa.com. Team Alexa
is a group of friends and
family that fundraise for
JDRF and raise Type 1
diabetes awareness
throughout the year.

In addition to helping
raise money, Carey also
got educated to prevent
complications with her

daughter.
“That became my new

goal—to learn about dia-
betes to take care of her
as best I could,” Carey
said.

In fact, Jordan also
knows how to take care of
her sister, like if they go
to Grandma's house. She
can take Alexa's blood
sugar and change the pod
on her arm.

The difference between
Type 1 and Type 2 dia-
betes is with Type 1, “the
body's immune system
destroys the cells that re-

lease insulin, eventually
eliminating insulin pro-
duction in the body,” ac-
cording to webmd.com.
“Without insulin, cells
cannot absorb sugar (glu-
cose), which they need to
produce energy.” This
type of diabetes usually
starts in childhood or
young adulthood and can-
not be prevented. Low
blood sugar episodes are
common, as well.

Type 2 diabetes used to
be called adult-onset dia-
betes, although people
can get it at any age, the

website stated. It can be
prevented or delayed with
a healthy lifestyle.

“It most commonly be-
comes apparent during
adulthood,” the website
stated. “But Type 2 dia-
betes in children is rising.
Type 2 diabetes accounts
for the vast majority of
people who have dia-
betes—90 to 95 out of 100
people. In Type 2 dia-
betes, the body isn't able
to use insulin the right
way. This is called insulin
resistance.”

This year, Alexa is one
of five people in Kansas
who are ambassadors for
JDRF. In her role, she
does speaking events,
such as a podcast with
KFDI, and she'll do a
presentation for the Lions
Club of Newton as well.

While doing those
things and going about
her life, Alexa wears an
insulin pump. Instead of
getting five shots a day,
Carey said she fills it
with three days’ worth of

insulin and then uses a
remote to give her insulin
as needed.

They also have to take
precautions.

“We need to be careful
with my feet,” Alexa said.

“She's not allowed to go
barefoot anymore,” Carey
added, saying Alexa has
to be careful to not injure
her feet. “You can get a
cut on your foot, and it
can be a huge deal be-
cause diabetics don't heal
as easily.”

Also, when Alexa's
blood sugar is high, they
have to check for ketones,
which spill into the urine
when blood sugar is high.

“You can have all sorts
of complications when
your sugars are high,”
Carey said, adding out-of-
control sugars can lead to
a higher risk of infections
and amputations—horri-
ble complications—and it
can affect the kidneys.

“It's scary when you're
talking about your kids,”
Carey said.

Page 10      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now    March 16, 2017NEWS

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:00am Sunday School

9:45 am Fellowship
10:30am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel A.M.E.
Church

711 E. 11th Street
9:45am Sunday School

1:30pm Worship

Hillcrest Community
Church - A

Foursquare Church
431 W. 12th

9:30am Cafe Connect
10:30am Worship

Iglesia Del Nazareno
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible
Church

900 Old Main
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship”

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass
10:30am Sunday Mass

6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship
11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
http://thecreationstation.

vpweb.com

701 Cafe
701 N. Main St, Newton

(316) 804-4573
www.701cafe.com

Special thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

If you would like to become a sponsor of the Newton
Area Church Directory, please contact Shannin Rettig at

shannin@harveycountynow or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Alexa Hedrick uses a glucose tablet on Monday to raise her blood sugar
because it had gotten low. 

If you go
To raise money for the Juvenile Diabetes Re-

search Foundation, there will be a fundraiser in
Newton, called the Team Alexa Benefit Dinner
and Auction, at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 13, at
the Harvey County 4-H Building. 

Dinner will be served from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
with the auction starting at 8 p.m. The meal
will be generous portions of authentic Mexican
food, dessert and drink. 

The cost is $8 in advance or $10 at the door
for adults, and $5 in advance or $7 at the door
for children. Gift baskets and certificates were
donated by community businesses for the auc-
tion. They can be purchased at www.gotea-
malexa.com.

BRIEFS

'Grease' sing-along slated
for Friday night

There will be a “Grease”
movie sing-along at 7 p.m.
Friday, March 17, at the
Fox Theatre in downtown
Newton. The cost is $5 or
free for children 5 years
and younger.

Informed Women of
Harvey County hosting

Wichita state statistician
Informed Women of Har-

vey County will meet at 7
p.m. Thursday, March 30,
at Trinity Heights United
Methodist Church at 12th
and Boyd. 

The group will welcome
guest presenter, Beth
Clarkson, Wichita State
University statistician.
Clarkson will be present-
ing results from five recent
exit polls conducted on
Nov. 8 in Cowley, Sumner
and Sedgwick Counties.
Men are welcome to at-
tend.

Democrats to have
meeting next week

Harvey County Democ-
rats will meet at 7 p.m.
on Tuesday, March 21, in
the east community room
in the courthouse base-
ment. Our guest speaker
will be Wichita Attorney
Randy Rathbun, who is the
newly elected 4th District
chairman. This position
was formerly held by Ken
Walsh.

Thompson opens
office in Newton

James Thompson, Demo-
cratic candidate for U.S.
Congress, campaign head-
quarters for Harvey

County is now open. It is
located in Newton, 606
Main Street, lower level of
the building. Daily hours
are Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday from 3 to 8 p.m.;
Wednesday, Friday, Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
and Sunday from 1:30 to 5
p.m. Yard signs, informa-
tion and volunteer oppor-
tunities are available.

—For Newton Now



Property owners, get
ready. Property valuation
assessments from the
county should be appear-
ing in your mailboxes. 

The county mailed out
assessments recently and
has some preliminary
numbers about how prop-
erty values faired within
Harvey County. 

The overall total prop-
erty value in the county
inched up by two percent
from last year to
$2,288,424,800.

Harvey County Ap-
praiser Craig Clough said
real estate value in-
creased by two percent
throughout the county. 

Commercial values
went up by 11 percent,
driven by new construc-

tion such as the YMCA
and Goodwill, which
counted for a significant
chunk of that increase. 

Clough said much of
the commercial value in-
creases will stay off of the
tax rolls, however, be-
cause of non-profit status
or because of various tax
exemption/abatement
deals

Clough did not yet have
a number breakdown of
property valuation
changes by county. 

The biggest increase
for taxpayers in Harvey
County comes on the way
of agricultural values.
Values again made a big
jump for the second year
in a row, going up by
eight percent.  

That was actually
lower than surrounding
counties, with values in
Reno, Sedgwick and Rice
jumping up 9 percent,

Marion to 10 percent,
McPherson 11 percent
and Butler 16 percent. 

Agricultural values are
assigned using use value
instead of market value.
The use value is set using
formulas involving the
crop grown, the money
the crop brings in and av-
eraged over a set of
years. The value is also
two years behind, so the
crop yields from two
years ago are now being
put into the average.
That's why farmers can
have a bad year but still
see the use value of their
land increase. 

The real value of a
property is also different
than an assessed value of
a property. 

An assessed value of
the property is the per-
centage of a property
that's available for a gov-
erning body to tax. 

For instance, 11.5 per-
cent of a residential prop-
erty's total value is
taxable, which means a
$100,000 house has an
assessed value of
$11,500. It's that value
that the mill levy applies
to. Commercial and in-
dustrial properties’ as-
sessed value is 25 percent
of their total value,
meaning a $100,000 com-
mercial property would
have an assessed valua-
tion of $25,000. 

A mill of taxes would
then generate $1 for
every $1,000 of assessed
valuation. So a 1 mill in-
crease would cost owners
of commercial and resi-
dential properties differ-
ently. 

For a residential prop-
erty owner of a $100,000
house, it would mean an
$11.50 increase in taxes.
For the owner of a com-

mercial property, it would
mean a $25 increase in
taxes. 

Clough said if property
owners wish to protest
their tax evaluation or
had questions, they
should do so soon. 

He said that they have
until Friday, March 31, to
file an appeal of evalua-
tions. 

Clough said that the
county set up a special
line for people to call at
316-283-8347.

TAX CORNER
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Patrick Charlsen

Family Owned, Locally Operated, Customer Valued

800-279-8207 / 316-804-4946
ww.charlseninsurance.com

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Tax Planning & Preparation
Electronic Filing

Financial Statements
Auditing Services
Estate Planning & 
Trust Accounting

Bookkeeping – Payroll

301 North Main, Suite 110
Newton, KS  67114-3459

www.kmcocpa.com

Auto Insurance 
Tailored For You.

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

White & Claassen, LLC 
Cert i f i ed  Publ i c  Accountants  and Financ ia l  Consu l tant s  

We are an established firm committed to providing our clients with 
excellent tax and accounting advisory services.   

 We offer a variety of services, including: 
  - Tax preparation for Business & Individuals 
  - Tax Planning & Projections 
  - Financial consulting 
  - Bookkeeping 
  - Payroll services 
  - Software setup, support and training  
We are currently providing tax appointments with a local member of 

our team: 
Bruce D. Claassen, CPA 

Bruce has been a member of the Newton and Hesston community 
and our firm for over 18 years.  He looks forward to serving you. 
CALL FOR YOUR LOCAL TAX APPOINTMENT TODAY! 

(316) 265-4877  ext. 207 

 

1023 Washington Road, , KS 67114

Property valuation notices go out, appeal deadline approaching
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Heartland Credit Union pays
bonus dividend

Heartland Credit Union
announced that it paid
out a $220,000 dividend to
members for 2016. 

Since 2008, HCU has
returned over $650,000 in
bonus dividends directly
to our members. This
year’s bonus was posted to
members’ accounts on
March 13, 2017.

HCU functions a not-
for-profit financial cooper-
ative. HCU delivers
financial services to mem-

bers throughout the US.
The credit union, with
over 22,700 members and
over $274 million in as-
sets, was founded as The
Hutchinson Teachers
Credit Union in 1948.

FOR NEWTON NOW

Chapter for popular pickleball starting in Newton
It sort of looks like

someone tried to play
ping pong in a gym. Or
perhaps tennis with ping
pong paddles. Throw in
some wiffle balls for good
measure, and you have
not only a competitive
sport but one popular
with senior citizens
across the country. 

It's called pickleball,
and there's a chapter
starting up in Newton. 

“If you play tennis, peo-
ple playing tennis have
an advantage, as the
pickleball swing is like a
tennis swing,” explained
Craig Shove as he in-
structed a group of about
six prospective players at
the Newton YMCA this
week. He said racquetball
and ping pong players
also have a similar ad-
vantage. 

Basically, the game is a
bit like tennis doubles on
a court half the size. The
balls don't move quite as
quickly, and there's less
ground to cover, and the
smaller size of the court
makes it a feasible game
to set up in gymnasiums.
There are currently green
lines on the court at the
YMCA delineating the
pickle ball set up. 

Players hit the ball
back and forth over a net,
set at tennis height. The
ball can only bounce once
before it's returned and
has to stay inbounds. 

“There's a social aspect
to it,” Shove said. “The
same people play over
and over again. You get
some exercise. There's a
reason why seniors play.
They can play in the day
when everyone's working.
It's manageable for most
people, and it's not un-
usual to see people play-
ing in their 80s.”

Shove said he's seen an
Andover Pickleball group
he participates in balloon
to 35 to 40 people weekly.
He's hoping to see the
same participation in
Newton. 

The group will have an-
other learning session
Thursday, March 16, from
1 to 3 p.m.

If there's interest in the
sport in Newton, it's pos-
sible the YMCA will re-
serve times on its
basketball courts for pick-
leball competition. 

Mark Williams of New-
ton was on hand trying
the game out last week. 

“I knew friends that
have played it and liked
it,” he said. “It's fun. I
usually play tennis once a
week. I'm used to using
29 or 30 inches,” he said
explaining a whiff on a
ball hit toward him. 

Shove, who lives in Val-
ley Center said he's now
hooked on the game, and

he plays it everywhere he
can.

The game takes a little
bit of learning and ex-

plaining, but once it’s
picked up, it does provide
a way to work up a sweat.

Equipment for the

game such as balls and
paddles are available for
use at the front desk of
the YMCA.

Sell anything you
can think of in
our classifieds

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Craig Shove speaks on the ins and outs of pickleball.



The Newton Police De-
partment got an armor
upgrade and got a chance
to show it off to the city
of Newton at a recent
commission meeting. 

Eric Murphy made a
presentation on the in-
creased danger law en-
forcement faces in
modern society and how
the department has been
working to rectify the
problem. 

“One of the areas we
found we had deficiencies
was in officer protection,”
he said, referencing the
Excel shooting. “We had
officers going into the hot
zone armed with only a
pistol rated vest.”

When a shooter is
using a high-powered
rifle such a vest leaves
officers vulnerable.

Murphy said the de-
partment spent the last
year researching ways of
increasing officer protec-
tion and found two items:
new ceramic plated vests
as well as large high ve-
locity bullet proof police
shields. 

The department pur-
chased 38 of the vests,
which can stop a high-
powered rifle round. Offi-
cers will keep the vests
with them in case they
are needed. The vests are
heavy and would be un-
comfortable to wear dur-
ing an entire shift. 

The other item is a
shield, about 30 pounds
and made of a composite
material, that officers
can carry with them. It
has a powerful LED light
on the front as well as a
notch for a pistol to shoot
through. 

The police department
purchased two of those
and used them twice
within the first week of
purchasing them in Feb-
ruary. That included de-

ploying
the
shields
during
the ini-
tial
stages of
the
triple
homicide
investigation. 

All in all, the package
cost around $24,000 and
was paid for by donations
as well as money from
the drug forfeiture fund. 

“The good news was
these were not paid for
by tax dollars,” Murphy
said. “We received dona-
tions, and that was used
as well as drug forfeiture
money.”

In other news, Ron Eg-
gert addressed the com-
mission for a lack of
transparency, in his opin-
ion.

He said the names of
the Retail Recruitment
Task Force had not been
made public, and he
would like the city to
make public the names of
people on the task forces
so citizens could have
input into the process.
He also said he had not
seen the names pub-
lished in a newspaper. 

“If you don't put for-
ward the names or put
forth information on how
to contact them, you're
leaving the citizens with
a big hole,” he said. 

City Manager Bob
Myers took responsibility
saying that while he had
provided information
about the task force to
numerous people and the
make up of the task force
was no secret, he should
have made sure the
names were posted on
the website. 

Barth Hague said that
the task force to address
police facility needs had
recently been seated and
then provided the com-
mission and members of
the media a document
outlining the group and

its members. 
Members would in-

clude Mary Beck, Chip
Bungard, Jennifer
Hamm, Leroy Koehn,
Barbara Lee, Rod Nichol-
son, Sue Meacham,
Jaime Ontiveros and Tom
Williams. The first meet-
ing will be held on March
20 at noon. 

Etc.
Glen Davis and Leroy

Koehn both gave
speeches on the need for
Newton residents to sup-
port local businesses and
the community.

“I'd like to see a little
loyalty in Newton and
the city start supporting
each other,” Davis said. 

Myers outlined that he
would try to discuss de-
tails relating to analysis
of a possible retail devel-
opment by Occidental
Management on the
south end of town in open
session at a Thursday
work session. He said,
while some of the infor-
mation could be possibly
be protected in executive
session as proprietary, he
would rather have the
discussion public.

“I feel like if the com-
munity and our taxpay-
ers are being expected to
pay for the project they
deserve a say. I want this
to be as open a discussion
as possible,” he said. 

Occidental Manage-
ment will likely ask the
city to pay for infrastruc-
ture additions and pro-
vide tax abatement for a
$70 million commercial
development.

Chris Towle threw in a
surprise five-minute ex-
ecutive session to the
commission to offer legal

advice about the city
signing a quit claim deed
to Philip and Paula
Blann. After the execu-
tive session, Kathy
Valentine recused herself
from the conversation
and motions due to a con-
flict of interest, as Philip
Blann is her employer.
Basically, the city had an
easement in the Enns
subdivision addition for a
roadway that it decided it
wasn't going to use. That
easement borders the
Blanns’ property. Blann
wanted the land and the
space to put on a garage
or shed and petitioned
the city for the land, as it
wasn't using it. The piece
of land was sold to Blann
for a dollar. 

The Newton Library
Board made a presenta-
tion on the effect of the
Newton Public Library. 

Its presentation stated
that it had 1,815 attend
summer programs,
19,881 public computer
sign ups, 1,565 checkouts
of mobile wifi and iPads, 

It has 17,902 card
holders with 1,232 sign
ups in 2016. Average
weekly attendance is
1,985 a week, and
176,624 items were used. 

For clarity: The names
of the people on the retail
development task force
were published in the
Feb. 9 edition of  Newton
Now.

After a heated debate
over digital signs led to
amendments to the sign
ordinance in Newton, the
debate has come to North
Newton as the city council
heard arguments on both
sides while considering
whether or not to adopt
the Newton sign ordi-
nance at the meeting on
March 13.

Ultimately, the council
decided to table the action
and move it to the work
session prior to the April
10 council meeting in
order to welcome commu-
nity feedback on the issue
before a decision is made.

“This has been a human
dilemma for millennia,”
North Newton mayor Ron
Braun said. “The farmers
and the ranchers didn’t
want fences 150 years
ago. Now we are debating
between residences and
businesses and the lights
we keep. So this is just a
progression in the debate
of living and cohabitating
space on Earth and being
able to get along and both
meeting the needs of busi-
ness as well as residen-
tial. So I’m open to
hearing further debate
and not pushing for an ac-
tion tonight if we are not
ready to sell it.”

The proposed ordinance
would allow for digital
signs to be used in the C1
zone of the strip mall just
south of City Hall, the C2
zones north of town and
along 81 Highway at the
Co-op and at Bethel Col-
lege. 

Proponents of digital
signs say they are the fu-
ture of marketing and
aren’t going anywhere.
They say the signs are be-
coming the most effective
way of grabbing peoples’
attention and that busi-
nesses looking for a place
to move will be deterred
from North Newton if
they aren’t allowed to use
digital signs. 

Opponents argue that
while in Newton the com-
mercially zoned areas are
separated from the resi-

dential areas, in North
Newton the businesses
are uniquely right across
the street from resi-
dences. They say the
lights from digital signs
will cause problems shin-
ing into houses at night,
which on top of light pol-
lution, could raise issues
with property values. 

Councilman Paul
Harder commented that
this was probably going to
be an issue in which no
one would get their way
completely. It is going to
be an issue where both
sides have to give some-
thing and that they
shouldn’t take a hard line
one way or another.

Among the proposed so-
lutions were drawing a
line in the table within
the ordinance approving
digital signs in the C2
zones and prohibiting
them in the C1 zone,
which is only the mall
downtown, because of its
close proximity to residen-
cies. But that would not
solve the problem with
the C2 zone of the Co-op,
which is across the street
from residences as well. It
was also proposed that
the signs could simply be
prohibited within a cer-
tain distance of a resi-
dence, which raised some
issues with spot zoning.

Proponents of the signs
argued that the technol-
ogy can do anything you
need them to do, includ-
ing being put on a timer
to shut off at a certain
hour.

While some people want
the council to consider
that the simplistic charm
of the community is what
makes it unique, Harder
pointed out that the city
is also trying to raise the
tax base by bringing busi-
nesses into the new office
developments at the
North Woods Plaza.

At the meeting, Irma
Voran presented her land-
scaping plan to beautify
the fence around the gen-
erator at 30th and Main.
The idea is not necessar-
ily to cover the fence but
to provide decoration. 

The council considered
maintenance concerns, in-
cluding bugs that could be

introduced
by using free
mulch from
the city’s
ground up
trees as op-
posed to
spending
money on
commercial
mulch. The city approved
a motion to move forward
with Stone Creek Nursery
working on the project,
provided the landscaping
will be regularly main-
tained.

Lorrie Kessler from the
Harvey County Health
Department presented a
draft of a master bike
plan they want to bring to
North Newton. The object
of the bike plan is to give
residents an active alter-
native to driving around
town in order to improve
the overall health of the
county. Kessler said that
many people don’t ride
bikes for transportation
because they do not feel
safe on the road. 

The bike plan includes
bike boulevards, which
are roads with signs stat-
ing they are used by
bikes. 

The object is to let cars
know to look out for bikes
while attempting to fun-
nel bike traffic to these
roads without having to
spend money making a
bike lane. They will also
widen sidewalks to make
them available for dual
use with pedestrians. 

Newton is doing a bike
plan that is $10 million
over 10 years, with im-
provements coming dur-
ing regularly scheduled
maintenance.

Funding for the project
can be helped with grants
from the Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation
with the Transportation
Alternative Grant and
from the Sunflower Foun-
dation. No scheduling for
improvement is included
in the plan yet, as they
will be dependent upon
grant scheduling.

Funding will have to be
considered as the plan de-
velops as the city will
have to match the grants
awarded.

Braun reported that he

met with Newton Mayor
Barth Hague after the
last council meeting.
There is interest from the
City of Newton in finding
long-term agreements
with water and sewer.
There was also an agree-
ment for periodically
meeting as mayors and
administrators rather
than trying to gather com-
missions and councils to-
gether. 

Ron Ratzlaff expressed
concern over the dip on
36th Street and people
swerving into the other
lane to avoid having to
drive through. City Ad-
ministrator John Torline
said the road belongs to
the county, which paved
the area up to the water
tower and stopped. Tor-
line said he wrote a letter
to the county expressing
his hopes that the county
finishes it promptly. He
encouraged people with
concerns about the area to
contact the county com-
missioners.

Jim Goering gave an
update of a growth of
about 3.2 percent of the
North Newton Commu-
nity Foundation over the
last month which is up to
$167,100. The foundation
received a donation of
$2,000 with the city
matching $1,000. That
money was not yet in-
cluded in the amount re-
ported. The grant
application process closes
on April 3. Four grant ap-
plications are currently
being processed.

Pat Redding reported
that March accounts
payable was a total of
$222,563.48 which was a
typical month. The
largest bill was $129,000
to Vogts-Parga construc-
tion for the water and
sewer work at the North
Woods Plaza, which is
now completed. There was
an additional monthly
cost to the city of $500 by
the county, which is now
billing North Newton and
Hesston to take sludge to
the landfill. The original
agreement with Hesston
for sludge disposal didn’t
include a county charge.
Torline said the city has
saved enough money to

handle the new charge.
Randy Jordan reported

that Harvey County got a
request from the Reno
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment to assist with pa-
trolling the area where
people were evacuated
due to fires to prevent
possible looting. Jordan
sent officer Colt Pfautz to
the area to help with the
patrol. Wichita Police De-

partment and other agen-
cies also went to help
Reno County. The North
Newton Police Depart-
ment, along with other
departments in the
county, are working with
the Harvey County Sher-
iff ’s Department are
working together and
making progress in the
formation of a county-
wide drug task force.
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 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

PUBLIC NOTICE

Published in the Newton Now on March 9, 16, and 23, 2017.
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Published in the Newton Now on March 9, 16, and 23, 2017.

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, March 18 • 9:30 am

AUCTION SPECIALISTS, LLC
Vern Koch 316.772.6318             Mike Flavin 283.8164

www.auctionspecialists.com

613 Meridian, Newton, KS
Ending 69 year Auto Parts business. 

Inside if bad weather!

Bob & Trudy Partridge

1994 Pace Arrow 34’ Motor Home-Chevy Chassis; 1970 Custom
Chevy Nova; 2-AC Forklifts; Case-O-Matic 800 Diesel Tractor; Miller
Bobcat & Miller Matic Wire Feed Welders; Guns; Safe; NIB Older Car
Parts; Small & Large ShopTools and Misc. 

Check web for pictures & complete list.

GUN AUCTION
OVER 150!

Saturday, April 22
Kenwood Hall, Saline Co. Expo, 900 Greely - Salina

Military Rifles & Handguns: US, Jap, Swiss, Swede, Italian,
German, Russian, Polish, Finn, French & British. Modern &
Vintage Rifles, Shotguns & Handguns: Colt, Ruger, S&W,
H&R, Mossberg, Winchester, Remington, Savage, Iver
Johnson, High Standard, Stevens, Ithaca & Marlin.  
FEATURE GUNS: M1941 Johnson, Jap Paratrooper, Ger-
man G43, SAA Colt, M91 Russian, Enfield .22 Trainer &
Commemorative Colts. MISC. Holsters, Knives, Swords &
Bayonets. 

For Complete Detailed List Go To 
www.ThummelAuction.com

Digital sign debate hits North Newton City Council
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

Jordan

Newton City Commission sees new police gear
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Koehn HagueDavis
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Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

If you enjoy caring
for the elderly, come

be a part of our team!

Diversicare of Council
Grove has openings for

CNAs. Apply at
http://www.dvcr.com

For questions, call Becky
Johnson, RN DON or

Betty Cox RN ADON at 
620-767-5172.

EOE and Drug Free Facility

Your classified ad will appear in both the Hillsboro Free Press and Newton Now...
reaching every Marion County household and Newton Now subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display: $12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25.50)

Call 620-947-5702 
or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

THE HERINGTON TIMES

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!

Full Time Concrete Laborers 
in Newton, Kansas 

M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Previous concrete or construction 

experience is a plus but we do offer 
on-the-job-training as well.

Excellent benefits including health/ 
dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 

retirement, vacation and holidays. 
Please contact the main office at

2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 
an application or 

call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

Prestressed Concrete is seeking

Diesel Mechanic
We are Currently looking for a Diesel Mechanic to work on our 

customer's commercial fleets. We are looking for a computer Literate
person or at least willing to train on our Service System. Mechanical

Experience is preferred but will train the right candidate. Heavy Lifting
is required. We are an International Trucks Dealership with a full 

Service department and parts room. International, Cummins, 
Catapillar engine repair experience is a plus. Transmission Gear 
repair Experience is a plus. Must be willing to work Overtime.

We have an Excellent Benefits Package. 
Please fill out the Application @williamsservice.com on the careers
tab or you can also stop by anytime 7:30a - 5:30p Monday - Friday
and 7:30a - 12:00p on Saturday, and fill out a Paper Application. 

We are located at 1101 Main Street in Florence, Kansas. 66851.
(620)878-4225

Accepting applications for
the full-time position of
Equipment Operator.  This is
a 40 hour a week position
and is a non-exempt position
under FLSA.  This position is
responsible for operating
equipment including loaders,
backhoes, & graders; cleans
and maintains city streets,
parks, and cemetery grounds;
snow removal; maintain &
repair equipment.  This em-
ployee should pass the re-
quired drug test. High School
diploma or GED required.
Salary range D.O.Q.  Position
open until filled.  Applica-
tions and complete Job De-
scription may be obtained
from City of Herington, 17
North Broadway, Herington,
KS 67449, 785-258-2271.
EOE.

HELP WANTED:  
Equipment 
Operator

Family and Consumer 
Sciences opportunity in
Marion County, office in 

Marion, Kansas. 

See: www.ksre.ksu.edu/jobs
for responsibilities, 
qualifications, and 

application procedure. 
Application Deadline:

3/27/17  

K-State Research and Exten-
sion is an EOE of individuals

with disabilities and pro-
tected veterans. Background

check required.

EXTENSION AGENT Local company is looking
for drivers to transport
railroad crews up to a
200 mile radius from

Herington.
Must live within 20 miles of
Herington, be 21 years or

older, valid driver's 
license and a pre-employ-

ment drug screen is 
required. A company 

vehicle is provided, paid
training, and benefits.

Compensation 
is $8.50 per hour.

Apply online at 
www.hallcon.com

Salon Help Wanted
2 positions:

Stylist (able to cut
men’s hair too!) 

& Nail Tech
Experienced & dependable. 

Call Jeanne Penner 
at 620-947-3401 
or 620-947-2248

111 E. Grand Ave, Hillsboro

has openings for the
following positions:

• Director Health 
Information 
Management

• Certified Dietary 
Manager

• Full and Part time
cooks

• Medical Assistant 
Please contact 

Delores Johnson with any 
questions at 620-947-1419.

Apply online at
www.hchks.com

or pick up an application at the front

desk at: 701 S. Main • Hillsboro, KS

E.O.E.–Drug Free Workplace

Summer Help
Wanted  

The Herington Recreation
Commission is currently
taking applications for

Summer staff.  
Must be 16 years of age 

and have a current 
drivers license. 

Duties include Field prep,
general maintenance, 

custodial, and supervision. 
Must be able to lift 75lbs.

Please Contact Jason at
258-3577 to get an 

application or for more 
information. 

Deadline March 24.

PARKSIDE HOMES, Inc.
As we continue to grow, we are searching

for honest, caring team members.

Please find our current openings and 
apply online at: www.parksideks.org

Criminal background checks run at the time of job offer. 
Parkside is proud to be a drug-free, EOE workplace.

200 Willow Road, Hillsboro, KS  67063
(620) 947-2301  •  www.parksideks.org

Morris County Hospital
Dietary Department has

an opening for a 
Part-Time Cook
• Must be willing to     

work Mornings, 
weekends and holidays.  

• Experience helpful but 
will train.

Applications available at
www.mrcohosp.com or at

the Admissions Desk.
Elizabeth Smith,

CDM,CFPP
600 N Washington
Council Grove, KS

66846
620-767-6811, ext. 118

EOE

1 Employment
DRIVERS: Excellent Pay & Benefits 100%
pd. Med Options CDL A or B haz & tank.
Min. 1yr exp EEO Employer/Vet/Disabled
Sun Coast: 855-347-9590. 9-3tp

2 Announcements

Public Announcement
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The Kansas Press Association (KCAN) and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)have
purchased some of the following classifieds. Determining the value of the service or
product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-
vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals,
directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order
selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstances should you send
money in advance or give the client your checking account, license ID, or credit card
numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and
note that if a credit repair company does business only over the phone it is illegal to
request any money before delivering its services. All funds are based in US dollars.
Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.

3 Merchandise

For Sale
Heavy blue denim, unbleached muslin,quilt
shop fabric partial balls crochet thread.
Call 620-924-5590. 11-1tp

Travel wheel chair- weighs 20#. Used
only twice. Cost $199.98 will sell for $100.
1-620-266-4418. 11-1tp

Wanted
Wanted: Barnwood, old doors, porch
posts & windows. 620-382-6393. 7-4tc

1999 COBALT
19’ Runabout Cruiser with 
190hp 6 cylinder Volvo 
Penta inboard/outboard 
motor, Cobalt Prestige 
tandem trailer w/brakes 
included. Like New, 102 
hours-One Owner-Stored in 
Garage. Location: Newton

316-283-0016, $19k OBO

Proceeds from sale benefit Caring Hands Humane Society

4 Boat For Sale

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn 

Large 1 Bedroom Apt. Hillsboro for 1 Re-
sponsible Adult. Partially furnished. Quite
neighborhood. May consider obedient
dog. 620-947- 3535 leave a message. 7-
tfn

1 bedroom apartment in Hillsboro. No
smoking, no pets, 620-382-7696. 10-2tc

Small Town
Living at its Best
• Spacious 1 bedroom

apartments available now.
• Just northeast of Wichita

in the beautiful Peabody,
KS.

• Income based. 62 or 
older or disabled.

Utilities paid. Call today.
620-983-2958

Indian Guide 
Terrace Apartments

501 North Vine Street
Peabody, KS 66866

(Some market rent
apartments available.

Call for details.)

Homes
211 S. Lincoln. Hillsboro. 4 bedroom, 1
bath Victorian house available immediately.
Kitchen appliances furnished.  No smok-
ing. No pets.  620-877-7887.52-tfn

2 bedroom house with appliances, CH/A,
located in Hillsboro. 620-245-1648. 7-6tp

Clean and remodeled 2 bedroom apart-
ments avaliable. 110 N. Jefferson, Hillsboro.
$450. Covered parking, central heat and
air. Call 620-343-9800 or 316-772-2597. 9-
9tp

Nice, quiet, 2 BR Newton Apartment.  Joe
Robb 316-284-4202. 11-2c

5 For Rent 5 For Rent

Apartments

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Farm Equipment
Our Sportsmen will Pay Top $$$ To hunt
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leas-
ing info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507

www.BaseCampLeasing.com

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1600.00 in KC.  $2100.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call
785 655 9430 or go online to
Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, availability
& Freight estimates.

Help Wanted
KANSAS  CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION-
Executive Director - Seeking candidate
with lobbying experience  at the state/na-
tional level. Well versed in planning & con-
ducting networking activities for member-
ship; communicating with board of direc-
tors & association members; planning &
executing public relations campaigns;
overseeing office operations. Qualifications
include:  experience with advocacy, knowl-
edge of transportation issues and ability
to communicate in verbal and written
forms. College degree preferred. Vacation,
401k and health insurance. Interested can-
didates submit cover letter and resume
by March 15, 2017 to: Bob Totten, Executive
Vice President Kansas Contractors Asso-
ciation, 800 Jackson, Ste. 100 Topeka, KS
66612

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Class A OTR, Regional home weekly, End
Dump Drivers For Newly Expanded Busi-
ness. Late Model Peterbilts & Raven Trail-
ers, Vacation Pay, Health Ins, 401K. (800)
776-5672.

Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori
ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

Misc.
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BATTERIES
for Life!  Call to start your free trial!  
877-687-4650

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions accepted.
Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-268-9386

Lenders Offering Special Gov’t Programs
for Mobile Homes and $0 Down for Land
Owners. Promo homes with reduced down
payments. Use Tax Refund for additional
incentives. Singles from $39,900. Doubles
from $59,900  866-858-6862

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Lung Cancer?  And 60+ Years Old?  If So,
You And Your Family May Be Entitled To A
Significant Cash Award.  Call 866-327-
2721 To Learn More.  No Risk.  No Money
Out Of Pocket.

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA
approved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying
your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan Modifi-
cation? Is the bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner's Relief Line now for
Help!  855-401-4513

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 855-850-3904

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL & IN)
(MCN)

A childless married couple seeks to adopt.
Will be hands-on mom & devoted dad. Fi-
nancial security. Expenses PAID. Call Holly
& Tiger. 1-800-790-5260 (ask for Adam)
(MCN)

Is having your HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA a
New Year’s Resolution for you? FREE
BROCHURE! 904-381-1935 or visit on the
web at: www.FCAHighschool.ORG First
coast Academy Nationally Accredited (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-
0205 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
TRUCK DRIVERS. CDL-A Company Drivers
and Owner Operators. Great pay and ben-
efits. Driver friendly. All miles paid. Many
bonuses. Home when needed. Nice equip-
ment. Paid weekly. WWW.MCFGTL.COM 

Call now 507-437-9905 (MCN)

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 Weekly
Mailing Brochures From Home! No Expe-
rience Required. Helping home workers
since 2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start
Immediately! www.IncomeMailers.net (VOID
IN SD, WI) (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.homebucks.us (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, call: 866-871-
1626 (MCN)

FOR SALE
FUEL TRAILER CLOSEOUT SALE! New
6’X12’ Vnose, ramp door $2,750.00; 4-Place
Snowmobile trailers; Tow Dollies Starting
at $999.00; Scissor lift & Dump trailers ;
Trailer Repairs & 100’s of trailer parts.
GPS TRACKING & Solar chargers;
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com 515-972-
4554 (MCN)

FRUIT & NUT TREES From $15. Blueberry,
Strawberry, Grape, Asparagus, Evergreen
& Hardwood Plants & MORE! FREE catalog.
WOODSTOCK NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95,
Neillsville, WI 54456. Toll Free 
888-803-8733 
wallace-woodstock.com (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 1-800-263-4059 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer! FREE BATTERIES
for Life! Call to start your free trial! 855-
982-0724 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed.
No contract or commitment. We buy your
existing contract up to $500! 1-800-919-
3588 (MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. 
Call 1-800-712-9365 (MCN)

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming. FREE Install (up
to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR. 
Call 1-800-390-3140 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-800-442-5148 (MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! 
Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock in 2-Year Price
Guarantee ($50/month) w/AT&T Wireless.
Over 145 Channels PLUS Popular Movie
Networks for Three Months, No Cost! 
Call 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card when
you sign up today - Limited time Only. 
CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Attention Roofers and Contractors!! Are
you looking for more income, free time
and/or owning your ownbusiness? Seeking
individuals to apply commercial spray-on
roof coatings. Must be honest, highly mo-
tivated, teachable & reachable. Startupfee
includes training. Serious inquiries only.
Call 1-855-222-1986 today,for more info!
(MCN)

Lower that Cell Phone Bill. Get 2 lines of
unlimited data for $100/mo. with AutoPay-
-taxes & fees included. Video Streaming &
Mobile Hotspot included. Limited offer/Re-
strictions Apply. Call Today and Save.
855-549-9399 (MCN)

Paying too much for car insurance?Not
sure? Want better coverage? Call now for
a free quote and learn more today! 
855-417-7382 (MCN)

Stop paying too much for cable, and get
DISH today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn
more about our special offers! (MCN)

Have you or a loved one had lung cancer?
Call NOW to see if you are eligible for
compensation! 855-553-4502 (MCN)

DIRECTV starting @ $19.99/mo - HD Chan-
nels + Genie HD DVR + 3 mo. FREE HBO,
SHOW, MAX & STARZ + FREE NFL Sunday
Ticket! Ask about $100 Visa Gift Card. 
1-855-212-3035 (MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4dia-
beticsupplies.com (MCN

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid op-
erators, just real people like you. Browse
greetings, exchange messages and connect
live. Try it free. Call now: 800-357-4970
(MCN)

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

Reader Advisory
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton senior Abby Schmidt goes up for a shot late in the state quarterfinal game against Leavenworth on March 8 in Topeka. Newton fell to
the Pioneers 45-40 to end the season for the Railers. 

The end
Railers state run ends with Leavenworth

As the clock strikes
zero on the Newton High
School girls basketball
season, there is disap-
pointment. The Railers
spent a good deal of time
ranked No. 1 in the state
and they were starving
for a shot at a champi-
onship. But there are a
ton of smiles as the girls
hug. They have bypassed
all of the stages and gone
straight to the content-
ment of acceptance.

It makes sense. They
have been eliminated
from the state tourna-
ment before. They had
been eliminated in the
first round in each of the
previous two seasons.
And now, with the score-
board showing a 45-40
Leavenworth win, the
Railers have lost specifi-
cally to the Pioneers in
the first round for three
seasons running. 

“Does no one else want
to play them so they just
throw Newton in there?”
head coach Randy Jordan
said. “I don’t know. But
tonight, I’m not upset. I
would have liked to ad-
vance, but we left it out
there. We never gave up.
We played extremely
hard. It just came down
to free throws. And we
had I don’t know how
many shots that rimmed
out. It is a game of
chance, and I can’t be
upset that those shots
didn’t go down.”

Having seen Leaven-
worth the last two sea-
sons, the Railers came

into the season with the
mission of finding a way
to compete with the Pio-
neers. They wanted to be
at the top of the Kansas
basketball mountain,
Leavenworth was the bar
they had to shoot for.
Want a state title? You
have to beat the Pioneers.
It was true in 2015 and
in 2016. Newton spent
the season building a
team that could compete
with the high-octane
pressure defense Leaven-
worth has made a staple.
Coming off a state track
and field championship
last spring, the Railers
had the athletes to make
it happen.

They were looking for-
ward to the possibility of
a matchup at the state
tournament. But they
were hoping it would
happen over the weekend
and not Wednesday.

“I couldn’t believe when
I looked at KSHSAA and
saw that we were playing
them again,” Newton sen-
ior Abby Schmidt said.
“But a couple of hours
after that I was like,
‘Yeah, we can play them.
We know what they do,’
and I think we were re-
ally excited to play them.
We kind of adapted their
style of play after last
year’s state tournament
and so we knew that we
could play with them, be-
cause we have been run-
ning their press defense
the whole year. We knew
we could play with them.”

It was a change in phi-
losophy that defined the
team and surged light-
ning bolts of high-paced
action that was as enter-

taining as it was effec-
tive. The Railers flexed
the new style right off the
opening tip of the season
in a 48-43 win over a
ranked Emporia team
that filled the girls with
confidence early. With
back-to-back wins beat-
ing Valley Center and
Maize as well as wins
over Derby and McPher-
son, Newton seemed to be
unstoppable with a 10-0
record and a No. 1 rank-
ing heading into the
Newton Invitational with
a growing pile of quality
opponents in its wake.

But in the Newton In-

vitational championship
against Bishop Miege,
first-half turnovers led to
the first loss of the sea-
son. An unforgiving
schedule left no time to
regroup with a turn-
around game against
Salina Central that led to
two losses in a row. It
started a path of rough
times in close games that
the Railers lost in the
second half of the season
where they were finding
ways to win early.

“In the beginning of the
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
DesiRay Kernal (left) and Jada Berry hug each other after falling to
Leavenworth 45-40 in the state quarterfinal game on March 8 in
Topeka.

Stahly’s MVP
helps Hutch to
Region VI title

In the moments following a 65-44 win for Hutchin-
son Community College over Seward County in the
Region VI championship game, there is a lot to be ex-
cited about. It means an automatic bid for the Blue
Dragons in the NJCAA national championship tour-
nament in Lubbock, Texas. 

It makes perfect sense for the Blue Dragons to
have won. The team is loaded. There are players like
Bride Kennedy-Hopoate, who is heading to Iowa
State to continue her career. And there is Kirea
Rogers, who was an integral part of a gigantic turn-
around for Wichita South, which won four state titles
in a row from 2013 to 2016, just to scratch the sur-
face of the talent.

So when the PA announcer began to name tourna-
ment award winners, Newton native and sophomore
on the team, Taylor Stahly, was in for a surprise
when she heard she was named tournament MVP.

“The All-Tournament Team was being announced,
and they called my name,” Stahly said. “It was proba-
bly one of the most humbling moments of my life. It
was really cool and very unexpected.”

The award was just one more accomplishment for
Stahly this season that seemed to happen out of a
dream. With 210 three-pointers in her career, she
rolled past the school record of 203 set by Brittany
Dietz, who played from 2001 to 2003. 

“It was funny, because I was talking to my mom
about it the other day and she was like, ‘Did you ever
think that you were ever going to do something like
that?’” Stahly said. “I said, ‘Mom, there is no way
that I ever even dreamed.’ I didn’t even know it was a
thing. My freshman year I had 103, and we lost in
the second round of regionals. So that was pretty
tough. More and more people as the year went on
said, ‘You know there is a 3-point record?’ You only re-
ally start thinking about it until you are two or three
away from it.”

For Stahly, the basketball dream began in Newton,
growing up watching high school heroes. The 2006
Railer girls state championship team was a driving
factor in her growing love for the game. Players like
Janae Voelker and Erin Runge provided examples for
Stahly to look up to. 

When she was growing up, she would go to Newton
High School and ask her dad to call head basketball
coach Randy Jordan to open up Ravenscroft Gym so
she could shoot. Inside, she could see the banners
chronicling a rich history of basketball. And there
was also the ’06 banner marking the last state title
for the Newton girls. It was a dream to be a part of a
team that could add another.

“That last one that is always up there that I always
see is that ’06 girls basketball,” Stahly said. “I was al-

See STAHLY / 15

See RAILER / 15

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Taylor Stahly signs autographs for some young fans during sopho-
more night at Hutchinson Community College. Stahly became the
school record holder for 3-pointers in a career this year and won the
MVP of the Region VI tournament. 

The road to state in Topeka shows what it is all about
There is a viral video going

of Arizona Diamondbacks
catcher Oscar Hernandez

standing in the outfield playing
catch with Brandon Drury, a
child fan standing just over the
left-field fence. The posts are
usually captioned, “This is what
it is all about.”

It is a great moment. This is
what makes spring training so
magical. You will never have
better access to your ball-play-
ing heroes. The parks are small.
The crowds are small, which
makes it easier for the players
to interact. In the small towns,
you will probably run into
major league players blowing
off steam and enjoying warm
weather locations in March.

That kind of close proximity
makes it possible for a

ballplayer to make a kid’s day
and give him a story for the rest
of his life. Heck, just watching
this video as an adult will make
your day.

But like it or not, that is not
what it is all about. Major pro-
fessional sports are just that: a
profession. These guys are
being paid millions of dollars to
produce on the diamond. If they
don’t produce, ownership will
give the money to someone who
will. It is ruthless, cutthroat
business. Yes, the fans’ interest
gets them paid. But production
is the bottom line. It has, does
and always will make up for
some pretty deplorable behavior
with the fan base.

It might not have been spring
training, but I had the “this is
what it's all about” feeling on a

trip to watch state basketball in
Topeka.

As far as trans-continental
road trips go, Topeka is an easy
two-hour trip. But, man, can it
seem like a drive within
Kansas. Your major markers
along the first hour are Walton,
Peabody, Florence and Strong
City before you make it to the

bustling metropolis of Emporia
that you only really see from
the roundabouts at the city lim-
its. From there, it is nothing
but the drone of tires on a
straight highway for the next
hour until you get to Topeka. It
is monotonous, and it is hyp-
notic. 

I will be the first to admit I
have a road rage problem. On
the turnpike, I was kind of in
my own little world when I got
passed by a van. As soon as it
got around me, it rapidly decel-
erated to my exact speed. Here
comes the blood pressure and
the under-the-breath cursing in
the early stages of building to a
rolling boil. Pass me or don’t…

Wait a minute. There is some-
one in the back seat making
some sort of hand gestures at

me through the tinted rear win-
dow. Are they giving me an
over-exaggerated double bird?
No, it’s not that. What is going
on here?

Oh, of course. There is a New-
ton Railers sticker on the win-
dow. These are Newton High
kids going to the game! The van
slowed down and got beside me.
It was a big contingency of the
Newton boys basketball team.
Logan Hamm was at the wheel
of the machine filled with Kelby
Lawrence, Nathan Ahrens,
C’Anthony Kelley, Damarius
Peterson and maybe more that I
couldn’t make out in the com-
motion.

And these guys were fired up.
It was like a vehicle out of Mad
Max driving through a post-

DROP THE MIKE
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See MENDEZ / 15
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apocalyptic desert with
armed warriors hopped
up and ready for battle. It
was refined joy, excite-
ment, anticipation and
tribal warfare amplified
with the energy of bullet-
proof youth.

These guys wanted to
make the trip in a school
bus with their jerseys and
sneakers stowed under-
neath. They were close to
making it happen—close
enough for the loss and
the end for the seniors to
be painful just to watch.
But there was nothing
short of military interven-
tion going to stop them
from getting to the Ex-

pocentre to support the
girls. 

That is what makes
small-town life great.
There is a caravan of cars
parading all the way to
wherever a state tourna-
ment is held. There is car-
to-car camaraderie and
cheering along the high-
way whenever you come
across someone with that
HV in the corner of the li-
cense plate. We are all in
it together.

It is because the play-
ers in the game are class-
mates, friends and
significant others. They
are our kids and neigh-
bors we have had a hand
in raising. They are he-
roes to the younger kids
in town they may babysit,
mentor or just provide an

example of success by the
work put into the sport.
They are playing to repre-
sent the town and every-
one in it. They are playing
for the love of the school
and the love of each other
and the love of the game.
They are playing to show
the rest of the state how
positive their home town
can be and how it swells
them with pride.

That is what it is all
about for your local teams
in small-town Kansas.

Mike Mendez is the
sports editor of the New-

ton Now and can be
reached by e-mail at

mike@harveycountynow.c
om and followed on Twit-

ter at @MendezNewton-
Now.

MENDEZ
From Page 14

ways like, ‘Man, we are
going to hang one of those
some day.’ We didn’t do it
for us, but I think we—
just the drive and the
passion to do it is what
really matters. If some-
thing matters to you and
you care about it enough
and you want to see some-
thing done, then you are
going to do it. And I think
that stayed with me when
I went to Hutch.”

When Stahly was old
enough to finally get her
shot as a Railer, she
found that playing for a
team shooting for the top
was not easy. And the nice
guy who would open up
the gym at the request of
her dad was tough on her
from the beginning. 

Jordan yelled at her. He
yelled at her a lot. And
Stahly didn’t really like
being yelled at. It wasn’t
that she didn’t want to
learn and be coached to
be better. She just took it
personally sometimes.
And the older she got, the
tougher Jordan became.
He told her that this is
what it is going to be like
in college. 

At the time, it seemed
like all the yelling was
crazy. It didn’t seem to
have a purpose. But now

that the school record
holder for 3-pointers in a
career is preparing for a
trip to the national cham-
pionship tournament as
the MVP of the regional,
she has a different per-
spective. 

“It is only until you
graduate that you are
like, ‘Wow. He did a lot for
me and this is why he did
it,’” Stahly said. “You
don’t really see those rea-
sons when you are in high
school, but once you get
out of it you are like,
‘That is why he did it.’”

Though he was tough,
Jordan was equipping
Stahly with the tools that
she needed to be success-
ful at the next level. And
it built a relationship be-
tween the two which is
still strong: strong enough
for him to take a phone
call to talk to her before a
pretty big game of his
own.

“That is something that
coach Jordan has never
stopped doing,” Stahly
said. “He has always en-
couraged me. He has al-
ways believed in me. I
think I talked to him be-
fore the regional tourna-
ment, and I called him
the day of the champi-
onship game before their
game at state. That is just
the relationship we have,
and I am really thankful
for that because he gave

me a lot of belief in my-
self. He gave me opportu-
nities that not a whole lot
of people get.”

With that work ethic
and drive to push herself
that she learned in New-
ton and has continued in
Hutch, she knows that
she and the Blue Dragons
will be ready on the
biggest stage. They have
all put in a lifetime of
work and know how to
play the game as a matter
of reflex. It makes the
nerves of the situation
easier to deal with as they
fall back to the muscle
memory they have spent
their lives branding into
themselves.

“That is the best part
about being on a champi-
onship program is that we
have put in the work and
we have put in the time,”
Stahly said. “And I know
that no matter what hap-
pens it will be good. I
have been to state and I
have been to places like
that, but just knowing
that it is the national
tournament, that is a big
deal. That is stuff you see
on TV at the Division I
level. And that is just re-
ally cool to even be able to
say, ‘Hey, I was there and
we competed to try to get
a national championship.’
I think that is what I am
looking forward to the
most.”

STAHLY
From Page 14

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Taylor Stahly holds up the No. 1 with her finger while celebrating with her Hutchinson Community College
teammates after a win over Seward County to win the Region VI tournament. Stahly was named the tourna-
ment MVP. 

season, we put a whole
game together,” DesiRay
Kernal said. “That is why
we were undefeated. We
played defense; we were
unstoppable. And after
our two losses that we
had, it just kind of
dropped down our confi-
dence. But we built it
back up at sub-state and
we just fought.”

After trailing in the
game in the sub-state
championship against
Valley Center, Newton
found its old form and
gutted out a win to punch
a ticket to Topeka. And
after everything the team
had been through, not
only this season but in the
last three, the girls were
able to just enjoy the ex-
perience and the game
while giving the Pioneers
yet another scare.

“I think getting to the
state tournament three
years in a row, by the
third time around it does-
n’t feel like anything
new,” Schmidt said. “This

year, we were just able to
be in the moment and just
let whatever happened
just happen. We were able
to just play and didn’t
have to worry about the
crowd or the shooting in
the Expocentre or the
lights or anything like
that. We were able to just
play, and that was a re-
ally fun experience.”

And so, with the pres-
sure of trailing in a tight
elimination game down
the stretch, the Railers
simply rallied around
each other and had fun
with it. In the process,
they had Leavenworth on
its heels and forced to
make free throws. But
where Newton struggled
to get the free ones all
game long, the Pioneers
found a way to bounce
them in off of the heel and
every part of the rim to be
the difference in the
game.

“I told them they only
have two minutes to be
sad,” Jordan said, “be-
cause they left it out
there. We missed some
free throws, lots of free
throws. And that was the

difference, truthfully. But
I thought we executed our
game plan to perfection.
The first quarter was
shaky. But we got some
things figured out, and we
used Abby for pressure re-
lief. And we guarded re-
ally well. Golly, when you
hold a team like that. And
a lot of their points were
free throws.”

For Schmidt and
Megan Akers, the loss
wraps up a couple of ex-
ceptional high school ca-
reers on the hardwood
that featured three
straight trips to the state
tournament.

“I don’t think you com-
pletely understand what
it is like to be a senior
until you are a senior,”
Schmidt said. “As a soph-
omore and a junior, you
kind of understand, but
you always have another
year ahead of you. This
year I knew this was it.
And I had no regrets after
that final buzzer sounded.
I really thank this team
for everything they have
done and how they have
pulled together for the
seniors this season.” 

RAILER
From Page 14

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Jada Berry gets trapped by the Leavenworth defense along the baseline in a 45-40 loss for Newton in the
state quarterfinals on March 8 in Topeka. 
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High school years: Raining Huo headed for career in medical field

While many high school
seniors get a commonly
known condition called “se-
nior-itis” this time of year
in anticipation of graduat-
ing, at least one Newton
High School senior, Rain-
ing Huo, has her eyes set
to the future with a possi-
ble career as a neurosur-
geon and seems busy at
work.

She's involved in a vari-
ety of groups—at NHS and
outside of school. When
asked which groups she's
in, Huo readily gets out
her cell phone and pulls up
her resume, one that's
longer than a lot of adults'
resumes.

Huo, who resides in
Newton with her parents
Guangwen Huo and Yanxu
Liu, excels in her classes,
many of which are in math
and science.

“I like science better,”
Huo said. “I feel like sci-
ence can be more applied
to the real world,” she said
on Tuesday morning at
NHS. “Science will help
me more in my future pur-
suits.”

Right now, her plans in-
clude going into the med-
ical field.

“I'm thinking about ma-
joring in neuroscience and
being a neurosurgeon or
research,” she said. 

The senior is taking
seven classes, three of

which include Calculus 2,
Honor Physics and Psy-
chology this year. She's
also taken Advanced Place-
ment Biology, Anatomy
and Physiology, Calculus 1,
Honors Chemistry, Pre-
Calculus, Biology and Hon-
ors Secondary Math, to
name a few.

Huo's interest in science
was piqued when she took
a certain class.

“I think I started when I
took my first biology class,”
she said. “I was kinda
amazed by the world
around us.”

In addition to her
classes, Huo's involved in
nine groups, which include
Junior Academy, where
members are schooled on
research-related skills,
putting them to use by
starting and solving
STEM-related projects
with other students
around the world; Health
Occupation Students of
America, where they work
on community and school
projects, and take part in
fundraising; SHINE Stu-
dent Leadership Team; So-
ciedad Honoraria
Hispánica (Spanish Honor
Society); International
Thespian Society; National
Honor Society; co-captain
of Scholars Bowl; co-presi-
dent of Student Library
Advisory Board; Tri-M
Music Honor Society; and
representative of Gender
Sexuality Alliance (GSA).

“Basically, we advocate
for sexuality and gender
equality,” Huo said about

the NHS-based group
GSA, adding they advocate
for inclusivity for all peo-
ple.

The Junior Academy is
part of the New York Acad-
emy of Sciences and is
more like a research group
with students around the
globe using a virtual plat-
form online.

“We receive, like, chal-
lenges each session, and
we form our own solutions
through research and
brainstorming,” Huo said.

For example, a recent
challenge was a micro-nu-

trient deficiency challenge,
which lasted from Septem-
ber 2016 to December 2016
or January 2017. 

“We're given a topic of
what the challenge is
about, and we start re-
searching about the cur-
rent solution, and then we
form our unique solution
based on the previous solu-
tion and our background,”
Huo said.

Teams are formed with
students from other states
and countries, and they
also get a mentor. Huo said
that last year, their mentor

was a researcher at a uni-
versity, and they got a lot
of help from him.

The Academy, however,
isn't competitive.

“It's more like a helpful
thing,” Huo said.

Huo also received a vari-
ety of honors, including AP
Scholar, letter in Scholars
Bowl, Honorary Leader-
ship Award for Tri-M
Music Honor Society, letter
in vocal music, gold letter
in academics, National
Spanish I Examination
Gold Award and Academic
Honor Roll.

As busy as she is, Huo
always makes all A's, and
although she'll attend col-
lege, Huo is undecided on
where at this point.

The idea of doing sur-
gery doesn't make Huo
squeamish, and she has
faith her in abilities.

“After I take all the
classes, I feel like I'll be
ready, but I can't do it
now,” she said.

She has, however,
watched operations on
YouTube. 

Like the operations that
probably were filmed a dis-
tance from Newton, Huo
came to Newton from a
distance, as well. She
moved here from Logan,
Utah, during her sopho-
more year.

Huo comes by her left-
brain interests naturally,
as her mother teaches ac-
counting and economics at
Bethel College, and her fa-
ther is a chemical engineer
by trade.

Huo doesn't just use her
left brain, however, which
is the side of the brain that
reading, writing, calcula-
tion and logical thinking
come from.

She's also taking part in
fine-arts endeavors. Huo
has been involved in NHS
theater productions, like
the upcoming spring pro-
duction of “Lucky Stiff,”
where she's working back-
stage.

“I like to sing, and I play
the guitar,” she said,
adding she plays more
classical music.
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Raining Huo tends to some plants in a Newton High School science room. 


