
The past year and a
week have been a bad one
in the county when it
comes to violence. 

Three innocent people,
plus the shooter, died at
Excel Industries. Murder-

ers executed three people
northwest of Hesston at a
home. Authorities found
the body of a man disfig-
ured and hung from a tree
in the south end of the
county. And this week
three more people, plus
the shooter, were killed
just east of Newton on
Spencer Road, which
brought the number of
homicides up to 12.

That's 3.4 violent
deaths per 10,000 people
during a year, or 2.8 if the
shooting suspects are sub-

tracted. For context,
Chicago saw 750 murders
in 2016, according to the
New York Times, who
cited the Chicago Police
Department. Its murder
rate comes out at 2.85 per

10,000 people. 
In 2016, the City of Wi-

chita had 34 homicides or
0.87 violent deaths per
10,000 people. 

“This last year it's been
pretty rough in Harvey
County,” Sheriff Chad Gay
said. “In one facet or an-
other, all the murders we
have had have been drug
related.”

Gay clarified that, in
some cases like the rural
Harvey County execution,
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COUNTY FIGHTING DRUG VIOLENCE
� Drug task force, help
from community sought
as solution for crime. 
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Kate Roseberry holds up a sign to get the attention of drivers-by. 
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Vivian Hedrick looks through the gate outside at the rear of her store her son graced with metal art.

ANTIQUES A WAY OF LIFE FOR VIVIAN HEDRICK

INSIDE
In-depth triple 

homicide coverage on
Page 3

The path from the front door into Vivian
Hedrick's antique store on Main Street in
Newton leads to the checkout counter, past
items that represent hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of years of history.

She carries a variety of items, from glass
to lamps to chairs and other pieces of furni-
ture. There's also at least one trunk,
kitchen items, quilts, a whole room of
chairs, chairs and more chairs, chandeliers,
toys and even a cardboard cutout of Archie
from the comic books.

“Most of what I handle will be 1830 to
1940,” Hedrick said, standing at her check-
out counter at Wharf Road Antiques, greet-
ing customers with ease and politeness
while taking little breaks from her inter-
view.

“Can we send something with you today?”
she asked one customer.

“No, not today,” he replied.
“Thanks for coming in,” she said Friday.

“Have a good weekend.”

Almost 45 years on Main Street
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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Vivian Hedrick looks at a large scale at the entrance of her store, Wharf
Road Antiques, 413 N. Main St. in Newton.

“So the building's interesting. The work is 
interesting. I'm liking what I'm doing. I love
the stuff, to start with.” 

Vivian Hedrick

If the kids taking part
in a kid-initiated food
drive for the homeless
shelter mixed together all
of the food for one meal,
they’d have a dish that
might challenge the taste
buds.

As of late Thursday af-
ternoon, a band of kids

living around the 400
block of Meadowbrook
Drive in Newton had col-
lected a variety of canned
or boxed goods, including
baked beans, macaroni
and cheese, black olives,
beans, corn, soups, jelly
and bamboo shoots. They
also collected $11.36,
which they’ll give to a
church that donates to
the homeless shelter.

Neighborhood kids
hatch a food drive
for the homeless

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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The Board of Harvey
County Commissioners is
considering charging a $2
daily recreation fee for
those who visit any of the
county’s three parks.

Parks Director Kass
Miller proposed a fee
structure that he said
would help regulate at-
tendance and add rev-
enue to his department’s
budget. He said many
people who attended par-
ties at the campgrounds
were using the park’s fa-
cilities without having to
pay, along with those
using the swimming
beaches. A daily-use fee
also would put the county
in line with industry
standards.

Miller’s proposal would
charge visitors $2 per ve-
hicle. Those who paid for
a camping or boating per-
mit would be exempt, as
would those who at-
tended a function at one
of the rental facilities.

Commissioner George
“Chip” Westfall said he
wanted to put the park
fee on the regular agenda
to allow residents to
speak about the proposal.
He noted it would be a
major switch for the
parks department.

Commissioner Randy
Hague pointed out that
the City of Newton didn’t
charge people who visit
its park.

Miller said visitors to
Lake Afton had to pay a
$2 entrance fee. He also

User fees being considered
for Harvey County parks

BY BLAKE SPURNEY
HESSTON RECORD STAFF
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Newton High School senior Ben Peyton has been playing guitar for several years.

When Ben Peyton was a wee
lad, he started playing piano at
the coaxing of his mother. How-
ever, he didn't like it at all.

“I did not want to play piano,”
he said, sitting on a comfy couch
at Mojo's. “I wanted to be a zool-
ogist.”

Now, as a senior at Newton
High School, he's dropped his
zoologist aspirations and is fo-
cusing on music.

“I want to be a musician now,”
he said. “It took a while.”

Peyton said while in middle

school, he was undecided about
music. Then things changed.

“In seventh or eighth grade, I
said, 'You know, I could actually
do this.’”

He started playing trumpet in
the sixth grade in school band
and attempted to play guitar in
the fourth grade.

“But my hands were too
small, so I decided to pick it up
later,” he said about guitar.

The guitar on which he at-
tempted to play back then was a
classical guitar he found in the
house. His mom played some-
thing on it for him.

“I thought it sounded cool,”

Peyton to pursue career in music
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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State wrestlers featured
on Page 13

New restaurant brings 
unique experience - Page 10
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One of the reasons I
know Joey and I
are a perfect match

is our brownie prefer-
ences.

Joey loves the crispy
outside edges of a pan of
brownies, whereas I love
the fudgy, soft brownie
that exists right in the
middle of a square pan.

The first time I made
brownies for him, I left
the center one for him
(which is true love in my
book), and he sheepishly
told me he really would
have rather had the cor-
ner pieces I begrudgingly
ate.

This week’s recipe for
brownie truffles gives you
the best of both worlds.
You get the fudgy center of
a pan of brownies, coated
with chocolate, but then
you also have all the
crispy edges left over that
somebody needs to finish
off. How can you possibly
throw that away?

Plus, if you want to look
like you were super fancy
and took a lot of care and
effort for a treat, but you
don’t really want to put in
the time and effort, make
sure this goes in your

recipe box ASAP.
I got this recipe from

the blog “Tastes Better
from Scratch,” which is
ironic, because I opted to
use a box brownie mix in-
stead of making from-
scratch brownies for this.
To get the original au-
thor’s brownie recipe and
see her post, go to
http://tastesbetterfrom-
scratch.com/brownie-truf-
fles. I bought a mix that
promised cakey brownies
to really make this work
nicely.

Brownie Truffles
Ingredients
Brownie mixes to make

a 9x13-inch pan and the
ingredients to make them.

Melting chocolate (I
used almond bark; you
could use chocolate chips,
too)

Directions
Bake the brownie mixes

according to package in-
structions and set aside to
cool.

Once they’re cooled,
take a fork and crumble
up everything in the pan
except for the crispy
edges. (I ran a knife

around the outside to give
myself a line not to go
past while going crazy
with the fork in the cen-
ter.)

Prepare a baking sheet
or two with some waxed
paper and set aside.

Take the crumbled
brownie mix and roll it
into balls about the diam-

eter of a half-dollar coin.
Set the balls onto the pre-
pared baking sheet.

Once you fill a baking
sheet, pop it in the freezer.

Let the rolled brownies
sit in the freezer for about
30 minutes.

Warm up the chocolate
in the microwave in 30
second increments or in a

double-boiler until it’s a
good dipping consistency.

Drop each ball in, give it
a quick stir to coat, and
then place on the waxed
paper. 

Once the sheet is full,
put it back in the freezer
to help the truffles set up
quickly.

Store in an airtight con-

tainer once they’re solid
and ready to be removed
from the sheet.

If you want to decorate
these with sprinkles,
you’ll want to do so while
the chocolate is still set-
ting up. If you’re using
colored sugar, give the
truffle just a few moments
to start to set up or the
sugar will melt when it
hits the hot chocolate.

I enjoyed making these,
and despite how simple
they are, they’re com-
pletely addictive. I could
also see this being a really
fun recipe to make with
some little aspiring bakers
if you have some who like
to help in the kitchen.
Who doesn’t like to dig
their hands into a pan of
brownies?

And be sure to save
those crispy edges for fu-
ture snacking. If you don’t
have anyone in your house
who likes those, don’t
worry—I know a guy.

Lindsey Young is the co-
owner of Newton Now and

managing editor of The
Clarion. She also is a

Bethel College graduate.

Transforming brownies is no ‘truffle’ at all

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Brownie truffles are an easy, chocolate-covered treat that are way too good to eat just one.

Police release more info on string of violent crimes
A long stream of crimes

Saturday—attempted
murder, attempted rape,
kidnapping, aggravated
assault, felony theft—all
began, according to New-
ton police, when a Hills-
boro man returned to a
Newton car dealership to
discuss a vehicle he previ-
ously stole.

Newton Police Lt. Scott
Powell said, following an
investigation and witness
interviews, the Newton
Police Department be-
lieves that a man, later
identified as Ronnie Hill,
53, Hillsboro, entered

Sports and Imports car
dealership, near First and
Meridian early Saturday
afternoon. 

Powell said, according
to witnesses, he was
speaking to the staff about
a car he stole from the
dealership on Jan. 31 and
wanted to work out a deal
about the car. Powell did-
n't have exact details on
the previous theft, saying
he was picked up in Sedg-
wick County for it.

Powell said eventually
he went to the back of the
store with an employee
who felt unable to leave
the situation. Powell then
said the suspect groped

and as-
saulted the
employee. 

The em-
ployee
later man-
aged to get
free, made
a run for it
and got in a
car and drove from the lot. 

Powell then said the
suspect took an SUV from
the lot and began chasing
the employee, who dialed
911 while driving. Police
responded and found the
employee, but the SUV
driven by the suspect was
no longer following.

Powell said then officers

searched for the vehicle,
which they later found
parked at the Chisholm
Trail Shopping Center,
601 SE 36th St. 

Police went store to
store searching for the
suspect. When police offi-
cers entered Vitamin
World, Powell said the
suspect saw officers and
grabbed a store employee,
putting the employee be-
tween him and police offi-
cers. 

He then pulled the em-
ployee into a bathroom
and shut the door. 

Powell said that the
suspect yelled at officers
that he had a knife and

threatened to kill the em-
ployee.

Powell said eventually
the suspect opened the
door and officers rushed
Hill, who is listed at 6’2”
and 250 pounds, tackled
him and subdued him
with a taser and removed
the store employee. 

Police identified the
man as Hill, and he was
arrested on a number of
pending charges, includ-
ing county jail on charges
of attempted second de-
gree murder, kidnapping,
attempted rape, at-
tempted sexual battery,
felony property theft, ag-
gravated battery, aggra-

vated assault, interfer-
ence with a law enforce-
ment officer, criminal
threat, criminal trespass,
criminal damage to prop-
erty.

Harvey County Attor-
ney David Yoder will de-
cide what charges the
county will pursue
against him.

Powell said Hill lived in
Newton before. His cur-
rent residence is in Hills-
boro. According to the
Kansas Bureau of Intelli-
gence, Hill is a registered
sex offender for an at-
tempted rape in Newton
he was convicted for in
2007.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

Hill



Off a dirt road just east
of Newton, the Old Mead-
owlark Center and Home-
stead sits back behind the
trees on a large tract of
land just east of Newton
in the 2100 block of North
Spencer Road.

Once upon a time, it
was a busy location, offer-
ing mental health services
and residences following
its founding by Selma
Platt in 1951. 

Since then, the facility
merged with Prairie View,
and it eventually ended
up in the hands of Ka-
mala Platt, the founder's
granddaughter, who still
uses it to store informa-
tion she has archived re-
lating to peace and
environmental move-
ments.

She said the property
would occasionally have a
gathering or church serv-
ice there, but in recent
years, she's been busier
with upkeep than with
programming when she
visits from her home in
Texas. The secluded prop-
erty was a target for van-
dalism. The barn burned
down accidentally a year
ago, Platt said.

Still, a small cottage
stands along with a large
building that served as
the headquarters for the
facility. 

“The place out there
has always been a place
for healing,” she said.
“That's what we want to
continue.”

***

Just after 12:30 a.m.
Thursday morning, the
entire shift of the Newton
Police Department, Har-
vey County Sheriff's
deputies and officers from
Hesston and North New-
ton sped to the Old Mead-
owlark Center and
Homestead. 

Upon arrival, they se-
cured the large headquar-
ters building and spoke to
witnesses about the vio-
lence that had just hap-
pened. They learned the
suspected shooter was
still on the property,
armed with a 12-gauge
shotgun. Officers exited
the building into the
black night and trees in
search of the man. 

During an afternoon
press conference Thurs-
day, Feb. 23, County At-
torney David Yoder said
David Lee Montano fled
on foot. Officers went
after Montano, who was
shot by a Newton police
officer after he pointed
the gun at officers, he
said. Montano was taken
to Newton Medical Cen-
ter, where he died of his
injuries.

At the scene, authori-
ties located three other
men in separate rooms at
different parts of the
building. 

Sheriff Chad Gay said

two victims were killed
with single gunshot
wounds, and one was shot
twice. All three—brothers
Nelton Dean Lemons, 36,
and Michael John
Lemons, 34, as well as
Jason Andrew Stubby, 36,
were pronounced dead on
the scene.

***

No one had permission
to stay on the property.
That's according to Platt.
She said last summer a
woman approached her,
asking to stay there be-
cause she didn't have any-
where else to go. 

Platt said she told the
woman if she would stay
there, the woman would
have to work to maintain
the property and pay for
utilities. 

However, Platt said she
never came to an agree-
ment with the woman. 

As time progressed,
Platt learned the woman
was living there. Large
utility bills began to stack
up for Platt, who received
$10 to pay them. 

Platt said she believed
another man began living
there and, at one point, a
child also lived at the
property. 

She said she sent a let-
ter in October, telling the
residents of the property
to leave. She sent another
one this January asking
the same thing. She said
she was in contact with
the woman to make sure
she could find a place at
the shelter. However, as it
was winter, Platt said she
chose not to push the ac-
tion any further. 

“I didn't want to chase
them out over something
small like that,” she said.

As names of the wit-
nesses will not be re-
leased, it's unclear if the
woman who spoke to Platt
was present at the time of
the shootings.

***

After speaking with the
witnesses, police learned
that seven people were
present when the shooter
entered the building.
None of the four women
at the location were
harmed. Some were mar-
ried or in a relationship.
As of Tuesday, Sheriff
Chad Gay still didn't have
an exact answer as to who
all lived at the property. It
sounded like a number of
people lived there off an
on, including Montano.  

“Our witnesses helped
some,” he said, adding
that a few details were
still cloudy.

One woman left before
police arrived.

***

Police asked for help
finding the fourth wit-
ness, and Corinna Castro
turned herself in to the
department early Thurs-
day morning. 

Gay said the sheriff's of-

fice be-
lieved she
was in a
relation-
ship with
Montano.
When the
shooting
was reported,
authorities
had no idea who might be
involved with the crime.
They were still conducting
interviews but were un-
able to get a coherent
story out of Castro, who
he believes was under the
influence of a substance.

“She was having some
issues she was having to
deal with,” Gay said.
“Once that was done, we
interviewed her.”

That interview took
place Friday. Gay said her
story matched fairly well
with the other witnesses.
While she was under a
hold as a person of inter-
est for conspiracy to com-
mit capital murder,
investigators do not be-
lieve she was willfully in-
volved with the crime.
She was later released
without being charged.

Gay said investigators
believe that Castro was
taken to the scene by
Montano and not there
under her own free will.

***

Yoder said the investi-
gation pointed to a domes-
tic dispute as Montano’s
motive.

“An argument or a fight
over drugs was really not
a factor from anything we
could see,” he said. “Drugs
may be playing a part in
people’s behavior.”

All three shooting vic-
tims were shot in sepa-
rate rooms, Yoder said. 

“We believe this was a
specially targeted attack
of the three individuals,”
he said.

Yoder later explained
that relationships be-
tween some of the people
staying at the property
definitely played a factor
in the escalation of vio-
lence. What prompted
Montano to shoot the
three victims was in his
mind and won’t be estab-
lished with certainty, he
added.

Gay said drug usage
may have played a role in
the crime, but it's not con-
sidered a motivating fac-
tor. He said the incident
shootings stemmed from
an earlier domestic vio-
lence incident at the prop-
erty. 

According to Gay, Mon-
tano left earlier in anger,
only to return later with a
gun. 

Gay still remained
guarded with some infor-
mation, citing the ongoing
investigation by the
Kansas Bureau of Investi-
gation.

***

Montano was indicted
last year in U.S. District
Court in Wichita as a co-

conspirator of Dr. Steven
Henson. Henson, who op-
erated Kansas Men’s
Clinic in Wichita, was
charged in a 31-count in-
dictment with conspiracy
to distribute various pre-
scription drugs outside
the course of medical
practice, among other
crimes.

Montano was indicted
with Henson in two
counts for allegedly con-
spiring to distribute oxy-
codone, alprazolam and
methadone. His charges
were dismissed last Fri-
day when U.S. District
Chief Judge J. Thomas
Marten granted a defense
motion. Montano also was
charged in 2004 with pos-
session of marijuana with
intent to distribute.

Nelton and Michael
Lemons both were ar-
rested multiple times for
possession of narcotics.
Nelton Lemons was sen-
tenced to probation Feb. 1
after he pleaded no con-
test to possession of
methamphetamine and
battery against a law-en-
forcement officer.

Michael Lemons was
arrested numerous times
by the Newton Police De-
partment, most recently
in October, on multiple
counts of distribution of
stimulants.

***

Platt said she eventu-

ally wants to reopen the
property for programming
and hold events there.
The triple homicide obvi-
ously sets her back on
that goal.

Platt added that she
wanted people to remem-
ber all those involved

were human beings who
had lives and families.

“It was just very
tragic,” she said of the in-
cident. “Our motto at
Meadowlark Center is
'Respect Builds Peace.'”

—Blake Spurney con-
tributed to this article
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Storyline emerges as investigation continues into triple homicide
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
A variety of law-enforcement entities, including the Harvey County Sheriff's Office and the Kansas Bureau of
Investigation, were at the triple homicide, which happened Thursday, Feb. 23, at 2111 N. Spencer in New-
ton. 

Montano

The Harvey County
Home and Garden Show
will be Saturday and Sun-
day, March 11 and 12, at
the National Guard Ar-

mory. 
The event will last from

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. March
11 and noon to 5 p.m.
March 12. 

Admission is $1. The
event features plant sup-
pliers, a farmers market,
door prizes and exhibits.

—For Newton Now

Garden show to be March 11, 12 in Newton



Friday, March 3

TBD—NHS Girls Bas-
ketball at Sub-State Finals
(if necessary). 

9:30 a.m.—Spring Tod-
dler Story Time. Newton
Public Library.

10 a.m.—Bethel College
Softball at Friends Univer-
sity Tournament.

10:30 a.m.—Spring Pre-
school Story Time. Newton
Public Library.

1 p.m.—Line Dancing.
Offered by Lanny Reichert.
Grand Central.

2 p.m.—Bethel College
Tennis at Doane Univer-
sity.

4:30 p.m.—Bethel Col-
lege Cheer at NAIA Na-
tional Championships.

6 p.m.—Friday Night
Games. Grand Central.

Sat., March 4

TBD—NHS Boys Bas-
ketball at Sub-State Finals
(if necessary).

TBD—Bethel College
Mens Golf at Bethel—
Haskell Dual.

8 a.m. to 1 p.m.—New-
ton Nitros Garage Sale
Fundraiser. Shaw Fitness
Solutions, 610 N. Main St.

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.—Harvey
County Fair Spring Mar-
ket. Harvey County Fair-
grounds, Athletic Park.

9:15 a.m.—VITA Tax As-
sistance. Newton Public
Library.

10 a.m.—Bethel College
Cheer at NAIA National
Championships.

10:30 a.m. to noon—Re-
versible Holiday Blocks.
$20 in advance or $23 at

the time of the class. Reg-
ister at Gathered Goods,
625 N. Main. 

Noon—Bethel College
Tennis at Concordia Uni-
versity.

2 p.m.—Creative Writers
Fellowship Meeting. Kevin
Hower talks about the cri-
tiquing process. Regrets
only to hostess Ladene
Herrick. Hesston Public
Library.

4 to 8 p.m.—Walton
Lion’s Club Breakfast Sup-
per. Whistle Stop Café, 106
Main St., Walton.

5 p.m.—Bethel College
Softball at Friends Univer-
sity Tournament.

7:30 to 9 p.m.—Montreal
Guitare Trio Concert.
Bethel College Krehbiel
Auditorium, 300 E. 27th
St., North Newton.

Sunday, March 5

6:30 to 8 p.m.—Newton
Chorale Concert, Make a
Joyful Song: Celebrating
the Legacy of Walter Jost.
Bethel College Mennonite
Church, 2600 College Ave.,
North Newton.

Mon., March 6

All Day—Grand Central
Billiards. Four competition
quality tables available for
use Monday through Fri-
day at Grand Central.

10 a.m.—Blood Pressure
Check. Grand Central.

11:45 a.m.—Friendship
Meals. Call (316) 283-2222
for reservation. Monday
through Friday at Grand
Central.

1:30 p.m.—Golden

Notes. Call at (316) 283-
2222 to schedule a per-
formance. Grand Central.

4 p.m.—Teen GameZone
and Crafts. Newton Public
Library.

6 p.m.—VITA Tax Assis-
tance. Newton Public Li-
brary.

6 to 8 p.m.—American
Legion Open Grill. Mem-
bers and guests welcome.
American Legion Post 2,
400 S. Spencer Rd.

7 to 8 p.m.—Planning
Commission Meeting. City
Hall.

7 p.m.—Spring Pre-
school Story Time. Newton
Public Library.

7 p.m.—Beginners
Square Dance Class.
Grand Central.

7 to 9 p.m.—Adult
Painting. Ages 14 and up.
Newton Recreation Com-
mission, 415 N. Poplar St.

Tues., March 7

TBD—Bethel College
Mens Golf at South Cen-
tral Invitational.

10:30 a.m.—Bingo.
Grand Central.

10:30 a.m.—Spring Pre-
school Story Time. Newton
Public Library.

1 p.m.—Craft Hand-
work. Grand Central.

1 p.m.—Line Dancing.
Offered by Lanny Reichert
of Park City. Grand Cen-
tral.

5:15 to 6:15 p.m.—Public
Building Commission
Meeting. City Hall.

6:45 p.m.—Newton
Linux User’s Group. New-
ton Public Library.

7 p.m.—Round Dance.

Grand Central.
7 p.m.—American Le-

gion Auxiliary Meeting.
American Legion Post 2,
400 S. Spencer Rd. 

Wed., March 8

TBD—NHS Girls Bas-
ketball at State Quarterfi-
nals (if necessary).
Expocentre, Topeka.

9:15 a.m.—VITA Tax As-
sistance. Newton Public
Library.

9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.—
Bethel College Life Enrich-
ment. Krehbiel Auditorium
in Luyken Fine Arts Cen-
ter, Bethel College.

1 p.m.—Cards/Games.
Grand Central.

1 p.m.—Bethel College
Softball Doubleheader vs.
Central Christian. Bethel
College.

1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool
for Women. Ken Fast
teaches billiards using
Steve Mizerak’s complete
book of pool. Donation of
$1 per week. Grand Cen-
tral.

Back in 1991, when
Steve Meyer heard the
first President Bush say
we need to preserve the
American way of life, he
got a sinking feeling in
his stomach.

The owner of South
Central Recycling indi-
cated the American way of
life includes using a great
deal of materials.

“That I was too late,” he
said about why he got a
sinking feeling. “Of
course, I wasn't going
to change the
world, but if
everybody
would save
their re-
sources, it
would
make a
difference.”

Recycling
wasn't always po-
litically popular he
said.

Even so, Meyer went
into this line of work for
several reasons.

“Trash does have to be
picked up, and I'm trying
as much as possible to di-
vert it into recycling,” he
said, adding he's trying to
do as good a job as he can.
“I enjoy physical work. Of
course, there's a limit to
that. It allows me to eat
whatever I want. I proba-
bly eat too much sugar,
but I burn it off.”

Meyer grew up on a
farm, he said, so he's no
stranger to physical labor.

Meyer started his busi-
ness in 1991 after volun-
teering with a citizens
group for a couple of
years, from 1989 to 1990,
in Wichita once a month
at drop-off recycling sites.

“Those were tiring
days,” he said. “Volun-
teered because I wanted
to get familiar with the
business and materials.”

A trash-hauling busi-
ness at the time, BFI, pro-
vided recycling containers
for free for a time and
then decided to charge
where Meyer volunteered.

Meyer gave another
reason for starting his
business.

“It was more the saving
of resources because I
thought Americans lived
pretty high on the hog,”
he said. “If we didn't use
so much of the world's re-
sources, maybe we would-
n't have to fight wars for
it.”

From December 1999 to
March 2004, Meyer said
he operated the Harvey
County Recycling Facility,
and at the same time, he
had 2,000 to 4,000 cus-
tomers of his own. In ad-
dition, he started the first
curbside recycling in
Sedgwick County, which
was in 2002 in Bel Aire.

The City of New-
ton made it

mandatory to
recycle in

1999,
Meyer

said.
Now,

Meyer handles
the trash and

recycling in
North Newton,

Bethel College and a
few other businesses in
the area.

“This is pretty much
full time for me,” he said,
adding he can pick up
items in North Newton in
one day and that he uses
the bag system.

Meyer said he picks up
all paper, corrugated card-
board (which doesn't get
bagged), glass, all metals
and all plastics, although
he doesn't guarantee all
plastics will get recycled.

“It hasn't been as easy
to recycle everything,”
Meyer said, adding he
gives incentives to cus-
tomers if they do a good
job of sorting paper, as he
then can divert it to a
higher quality category.

The rest goes to the
Harvey County facility
and then to Hutchinson.
Meyer keeps his glass
separate because it can
contaminate everything,
he said.

“My glass gets over
there [in Hutchinson] in a
round-about way without
contaminating every-
thing,” he said, which is
through Waste Connec-
tions in Hutchinson.
There, it's recycled into
fiberglass.

Glass contaminates

other items because it
shatters, he said.

“Anyone who is trying
to make a high-quality
paper, they don't like
paper from single
stream,” Meyer said.

Paper or tissue paper
that's sparkly could have
glass in it, he added.

Meyer said his wife saw
something on Facebook
where a baby was getting
scratched and had a rash.

“My opinion is the baby
wipes were made from re-

cycled material from a
single-stream recycling,”
Meyer said, and they irri-
tated the baby.

Meyer also said the
CEO of Waste Manage-
ment, the largest waste-
hauling business in the
world, said two years ago
that single-stream recy-
cling doesn't make that
much money, is not that
effective and they proba-
bly never should have in-
cluded glass.
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Rental Cars
283-0789

130 E. 4th • 283-9100
“the nicest storage units in Newton”

NEWTON
316-283-0700

1601 W. 1st St.

ONNEWT
 1st St..WW.1601 

316-283-0700
ONNEWT

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30-5:30; 
Sat. 8:00-3:00; Closed Sunday

Fix it up for Spring!

Power 
Tool 

Clearance
Sale!

Limited
Time
only!

Get in
here

NOW!

Choose your spring
decking needs now!

Trex or Fiberon 
Decking Materials

WE’RE OPEN TO

X..............................................
Signature

HOME LOANS
WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH

MIDLAND
NATIONAL BANK

We’re here for you! Stop by one of our 

convenient locations, or visit us online at 

www.midland.bank today! 316.283.1700    BANKTIONALNAAT
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I Call Shotgun!  Actually, that’s my name. I 
am an active Chocolate lab mix with a great 
smile.

Open 
7 days a week.
M, W, Th, F, Sat 

10am-5pm.
Tue 10am-6:30pm.

Sun. 1-5pm.
Paid for by the: Jim & Barb Stucky Endowment

I will be a great 
jogging partner,
walking buddy,

or just playing
in the yard or in

the home. 
Come see me
or one of my

friends.
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701 North Main Street
Newton

316-804-4573

Reusing resources: Meyer starts South Central Recycling in 1991
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Steve Meyer sits in his truck he uses for picking up trash and recycling. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Steve Meyer sorts through cardboard on Monday afternoon.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR



People who knew New-
ton native Alycia Decker
used a variety of positive
words to describe the 30-
year-old mother of two.
These included a great
mom, someone who al-
ways lifted others up, a
wonderful friend and a
beautiful soul.

Decker was found Fri-
day morning, Feb. 24, fol-
lowing a one-vehicle
accident south of Peabody
and pronounced dead at
the scene. She was wear-
ing a seatbelt.

“You see, the thing
about Alycia is that she
would always go out of her
way to compliment me
every time I saw her,” said
her friend Paige Barnes.
“Throughout our friend-
ship, all those compli-
ments made me feel so
good about myself, which
isn't always the easiest
thing to feel in today's
world. I celebrate that.
While it may not have
been as long as I wanted, I
was lucky enough to call
this beautiful soul a
friend. I got to experience
someone who constantly
lifted me up.”

Barnes also said she
doesn't know if everybody
is as lucky to know some-
one like that. 

“My friend will live on
every time I go out of my
way to make someone feel
better about themselves
from this point forward,”
she said. “This is just a
catch-ya in the flip side.
I'll see that beautiful smile
again someday, and I just
know the first thing she's
going to do is tell me how
bomb my hair looks in
heaven.”

Decker was a 2004 New-
ton High School graduate
and most recently was the
director of food service for
OPAA for the Peabody-
Burns School District. She
also liked to do hair, said
her friend Ashley Venable,
also a 2004 NHS graduate.

“Alycia was an amazing
woman and mother,” Ven-
able said. “She always
made you feel beautiful
even if you just crawled
out of bed. She always
knew what to say when
you were having a bad day

or needed encouraging.
She is going to be greatly
missed by many family
and friends. I feel very
lucky that I got to know
her, share part of my life
with her and call her my
best friend.”

Venable said she and
Decker became insepara-
ble around the ninth
grade. Decker's loves, she
said, included her children
and other family mem-
bers, her Fourth of July
get-togethers at her and
her husband's home, mak-
ing cakes for her chil-
dren's birthdays and
spending time with
friends.

“We had joked about

going into business to-
gether [opening a restau-
rant where] she could
cook, and I would do the
baking,” Venable said.

Another one of her
friends, Ashley Sassi of
Sedgwick, described her
friend as being kind.

“She was one of the
kindest people I ever
met,” Sassi said. “She
smiled a lot. She was al-
ways supportive to every-
one she met. She could
easily lift other's spirits
and will be missed by
everyone that had the
pleasure of meeting her.”

Another friend, Sandi
Bates, had been a friend
of Decker's since middle

school, on through high
school, hair school and
working together, as well
as playing softball to-
gether, remaining friends
through the joys other
motherhood and Decker
marrying Justin Decker.

“She wanted laughter
and simplistic things in
life,” Bates said. “She
loved music, margaritas,
wine, food, doing hair, and
being a wife and a mother.
She always threw down in
the kitchen, and we often
compared recipes weekly.
Alycia wanted people to

enjoy themselves and ac-
complish only the best.
She always called me su-
perwoman and checked on
me regardless of what she
had going on. I will re-
main to work even harder
and think about her in
everything I do.”

Decker's mother-in-law,
Wilma Decker of Newton,
had nothing but kind
words for her.

“My daughter-in-law
Alycia was so very beauti-
ful,” Wilma said. “She al-
ways had a gorgeous smile
and warm hug for every-

one. I loved to answer the
phone when she called be-
cause her voice was al-
ways so loving and
cheerful. We knew right
away that she was perfect
for our son Justin.”

Wilma also said Decker
and her husband, Justin,
were such a sweet couple
and that she loved her
children, Leah and Wyatt,
more than words could ex-
press.

“Most definitely, a big
part of my heart is gone,”
Wilma said. “I will miss
her forever.”
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All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

4:00pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church

2600 College Avenue
North Newton

9:30am  Worship 10:30am
Fellowship 10:50am 

Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple Church
of God in Christ

226 E. 11th
10:00am Sunday School

11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:00am Sunday School

9:45 am Fellowship
10:30am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship

10:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel A.M.E.
Church

711 E. 11th Street
9:45am Sunday School

1:30pm Worship

Hillcrest Community
Church - A

Foursquare Church
431 W. 12th

9:30am Cafe Connect
10:30am Worship

Iglesia Del Nazareno
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible
Church

900 Old Main
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship”

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass
10:30am Sunday Mass

6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Educ. 6:30pm 

Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship
11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
326 E 2nd, Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston

Agency
614 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiro
1525 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-8544
www.jaspersonchiroprac-

ticnewton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
http://thecreationstation.

vpweb.com

701 Cafe
701 N. Main St, Newton

(316) 804-4573
www.701cafe.com

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main St., Newton

(316) 284-0636
clayworksgallery.word-

press.com

Allmetal Recycling
401 W 1st St, Newton

(316) 283-6305
http://allmetal-
recycling.com/

Special thanks to the following 
supporters of the church directory:

To become a sponsor, please contact Shannin Rettig at shannin@harveycountynow or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Decker remembered as loving and kind mother, friend, wife, daughter
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Alycia Decker, left, poses with her daughter, Leah.

COURTESY PHOTO
Alycia Decker, center, with friends Ashley Sassi, left, and Amber White.

Nominations open for NHS
Distinguished Alumni 
The Central Kansas

Community Foundation-
USD 373 Education En-
dowment invites the public
to nominate an alumnus of
Newton High School for the
NHS Distinguished
Alumni Award.

The purpose of the award
is to recognize outstanding
alumni of Newton High
School who have distin-
guished themselves in a
significant way since grad-
uating from high school. It
may be someone who has
had a highly successful ca-
reer or has been an out-
standing community leader
or has a commendable
record of service to others.

Newton High School has
produced a number of out-
standing graduates during
the years, and this award
program recognizes their
efforts. These alumni also
serve as an inspiration for
current NHS students, as
they strive to create their
own personal and profes-
sional roles in our commu-
nity, state, nation and
world.

Recipients will be in-
ducted during a reception
in their honor in conjunc-
tion with NHS commence-
ment activities in May.
Recipients’ names also will
be added to the NHS
Alumni Wall of Fame.

Visit www.usd373.org for
more information and to
nominate an alumnus for
recognition.

—For Newton Now
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It's easy to write off people as
unpeople. It makes problems
easier to compartmentalize.

But the problems still exist. 
I started doing that subcon-

sciously the moment I received
info on the triple homicide that
happened early Thursday morn-
ing.

Four men, three women at an
old mental health facility outside
of town and a shooting at 12:30
a.m. on a Wednesday night?
Meth. 

Good or bad, that was my
thought. That was everyone's
thought. That's pretty much my
first guess about any screwed up
crap I write about in Newton.
And usually the talk with a New-
ton police detective reinforces the
thought.

Of the 11 homicides in Harvey
County, meth usage played some
kind of role, whether it was a mo-
tivating factor or just usage.
Those are Sheriff Chad Gay's
words. 

When you get those initial
thoughts, then you start following
hunches and leads. I never once
searched for the arrest records of
the victims of the Excel shooting,
for instance.

But by the time we had official
names provided for this recent in-
stance, I already had arrest
records and mug shots chronicled
on my work computer, as the
identities had leaked out earlier.

If you watched the later press
conferences, that's really the an-
nouncement everyone waited on
outside of the names. We all
wanted to hear that it was drug
related. Once you say something's
drug related, then the wrap up is

tidier.
Look at future murder stories

you see. Within the first few days,
all the people killed usually fall
into two categories: “good” people
and “bad” people. 

Those are the questions readers
and viewers talk about and care
about. Were they “good” people or
“bad” people?

It changes the direction of the
story. If they're “good” people, lov-
ing profiles emerge. If they're
“bad” people, it’s mug shots and
stories about a growing crime
wave.

My articles are no different. I
do believe someone's criminal his-
tory is pertinent to a crime or
murder story, whether they’re a
victim or perpetrator. It sheds
light into the factors that lead to
their death. It sheds light into the
situation they are in, and it shows
the community the effects certain
lifestyles can have on people.

Still, and this is a big still,
everyone of these people who are
so easy to write off had a mother,
who likely held them and who had
hopes for them. Everyone had a
mother who would grieve as my
own mother would my death. 

So I'm a part of that cycle but I
don't take any joy of it. 

I got a terse response from a
Newton detective this week. He'd
been on shift for something like
15 hours following the homicide.
I'd called to discuss methamphet-
amine usage in the county and,
having fielded calls from everyone
and their dog trying to connect
the triple homicide with meth, he
was understandably tired of it all. 

Only later did I find out he
knew the people involved and sat
with some of the witnesses, and
really, let’s be honest, victims of
the crime as police conducted in-
vestigations. 

He later went on about how re-
gardless of the decision made he
had a different perspective from
working with so many sufferers of
drug addiction; they weren't bad
people often, they just made a few
bad choices and got caught in the
cycle. 

The owner of the property the
crime happened on reminded me
of that, too. All people are people. 

And it's a message we should
try to remind ourselves of during
such an event. It's a tragedy, if
not because the victims were
guiltless, then because of the fac-
tors that continue to enable such
acts of senseless violence to hap-
pen in our community. 

Whether we like it or not, this
is everyone’s problem, even if we
reason that we'll never end up in
the wrong place at the wrong
time.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com of 316-281-7899.

Loss of human life should always be a tragedy
Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

Drug task force necessary
and needed

One of the many things I
love about my job is that I
run into so many people

who remember my grandfather,
the original Bruce Behymer. A
great many of you grew up listen-
ing to Bee and have asked that I
write a little something about
him. 

For those of you who don't
know, Bruce Behymer was a radio
personality, folklorist, agricultur-
ist and downright good story-
teller. He was the voice many
people started their day with at
6:05 a.m. on 1330 KFH. In the
evenings, after the show was over
when most people were relaxing
before bed, Behymer was still
talking. He would be on the
phone with farmers, stockmen
and auctioneers. Sometimes it
was for advice, and sometimes it
was just to shoot the breeze. Bee
was a great guy to shoot the
breeze with. 

During the election campaign
between President Franklin Roo-
sevelt and Wendall Wilkie, Be-
hymer had the opportunity to
visit Wilkie's farm. He also once
interviewed President Truman on
agricultural issues.

In 1967, Behymer was awarded
the 50th Anniversary Medal au-
thorized by Congress and the
President of the United States for
outstanding contributions to
American agriculture. 

In 1976, he was given a special
salute by the President of the Na-
tional Association of Farm Broad-
casters in Chicago. Behymer was
as humble as he was intelligent
and never spoke much about his
achievements and accolades. His
rural upbringing and colloquial
way of speaking mixed with his
nasally twang made people com-
fortable around him. 

Granddad was originally from
Illinois and moved to Sedgwick,
Kan., when he was nine years
old. The family joke was my great
grandparents headed this way
from Illinois with a “herd of
Bees.” Behymer's first job was in

1917 at the Wichita Eagle as a
farm reporter, using the pen
name “Farmer Dolittle.” His ca-
reer was interrupted for a time as
he served his country in WWI. 

Behymer's big break came in
1931. The regular farm reporter
for KFH (which was owned by the
Eagle at the time) came down
with a belly ache, and Behymer
had to fill in. He must have done
a good job that day, because he
held that position six days a week
for the next 40 years.

Behymer' signature opening to
the farm markets was his cow-
bell. When he'd ring that thing,
folks knew it was time to get the
day started. I still have the origi-
nal bell. It was forged at Pokey
Fry's shop in Sedgwick. I should
donate it to the historical society
in Sedgwick, but haven't. It's a
comforting heirloom to have
around. Some people have quilts,
and I have a rusty old cowbell. I
sure wouldn't want it any other
way.

One of Behymer's favorite
things in the world was to tell
jokes and stories. When Norman
Manning was alive, he would
laugh about being on his tractor
and watching Behymer park his
car, get out and walk a mile or
more to where Norman was work-
ing ground. Norman told me at
first he thought it was an emer-
gency of some sort. But that was-
n't the case. 

“Your granddad walked up all
that way just to tell me a danged
joke.” 

People loved to hear him speak,
and he got away with a lot. He
was never vulgar; he just knew
how to work a crowd. I had the
privilege to hear him when I was
a kid, and it was the funniest
thing ever. He was quick and off
the cuff. 

One of the things I often hear
from folks who grew up listening
to Bee was his funny way of re-
porting the weather from the
“back stoop.” Growing up hearing
that term I never found it odd or
humorous. A lot of other people
sure did. I still get asked about
Behymer's stoop. I can tell you it
was out back.

One of my favorite Bruce Be-
hymer stories revolves around a
couple from Valley Center named
Pete and Betty Greenbank. Betty
wasn't a fan of hearing Behymer's
farm reports or his cowbell at
6:05 in the morning. She liked to
sleep in, which never happened.
Very simply, Behymer got on
Betty's nerves. 

She and Pete took a vacation
one summer to Lake City, Colo.
This was a get away from the
farm and, in Betty's mind, a get
away from Behymer and that
blasted bell. On their first morn-
ing of vacation, Betty woke up to
hear Behymer's nasally voice out-
side. She quick donned on a robe,
grabbed Pete and headed out the
door to give an earful to whoever
was playing Bee's market reports
outside her door and ruining her
vacation. 

After opening the door, she
couldn't do anything else but
laugh at the fact that it wasn't a
radio but the actual Bruce Be-
hymer outside on the porch talk-
ing. He and my grandmother
were vacationing in the cabin
next door. 

Bruce Behymer, technically
Bruce Behymer the third, is the

Marketing Dude for Newton Now.
He can be reached at 283-7899 or

bruce@harveycountynow.com.

Original Bruce Behymer was far more of a character

The drug task force established by Sheriff Chad Gay
should be a development in law enforcement not only
embraced but supported. 

Yet another group homicide in the county this week il-
lustrated why the newly created task force is necessary
for the safety and wellbeing of this county. 

We took the time to talk to both the police department
and sheriff's office about the development.

What we got were some honest answers about law en-
forcement's limitations and about the need for coopera-
tion between departments and county citizens.

From covering a plethora of news stories, we've
known for quite some time that Newton has been ag-
gressive when pursuing drug crime. Look in the police
blotter and arrest record. 

Or look at the hundreds of thousands of dollars in
street value of drugs that have been seized in the city
and taken off of the streets in the last year. 

Members of the Newton Police Department were
adamant in saying that Newton has a drug problem and
by no means is it solved, however there's a reason why
both mass killings occurred outside of town: heavy en-
forcement has pushed some operations out of Newton
and into the county. A Newton police officer has one
duty: to the City of Newton. They can pass on informa-
tion to county authorities, but outside of that, they're
able to police Newton. 

So while the problem may get pushed outside of city
limits, it still remains close by. 

That's where the task force comes in. 
Gay, while running for sheriff, had long conversations

with people such as Mitch Nedrow, who is in charge of
drug investigations for the City of Newton. Nedrow rea-
soned that if he had some help working Newton cases,
he could provide some help working county cases. 

Nedrow is a seasoned veteran and, as his record of ar-
rests and progress shows, has a deft hand at the job he
does. 

One of the first actions Gay did when becoming sheriff
was moving a patrol deputy into an investigator posi-
tion to be trained under and to assist Nedrow. 

The two now work as a team with other members of
law enforcement and the Emergency Response Team to
address drug crime. 

Nedrow can provide training, and the sheriff's deputy
can provide Nedrow backup, a role that Nedrow used to
have to fill with Newton police officers who were avail-
able. 

The arrangement then allows for cooperation between
the county and the city to pursue drug crimes county
wide. 

Gay said the teaming has already shown results. Ad-
ditionally, he said the idea behind the task force is that
communities in Harvey County can phone the task force
if they need help, and it can work drug cases in sur-
rounding Harvey County towns. 

The goal, Gay and Nedrow both said, is to make of-
fenders nervous anywhere in Harvey County that they
conduct drug activities. 

In doing so, the hope is to push hard drug activities,
such as methamphetamine distribution, out of the
county. That approach will then take regional coopera-
tion by surrounding counties to help clear their borders. 

Like it or not, hard drug abuse isn't a local problem;
it's a regional problem. 

It hurts everyone, including law abiding citizens. 
It causes increases in property crime and, as we've

seen recently, increases in violent crime. 
Newton has a black eye in the media even without a

single homicide taking place within its limits in the last
year. 

That brings us to the final point both Nedrow and
Gay made in their interviews: the community has to
help fix this problem.

They said that law enforcement relies heavily on the
community for information involving drug crimes and
issues, and if you see something suspicious, help law en-
forcement out and report it.

These problems we're seeing are all our problems and
all of us will play a role in solving them. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

ZEN OF BEHYMER

BRUCE BEHYMER

An open letter to Gov. Brownback
Dear Governor Samuel Brownback:
Regarding capital punishment: please repeal the

death penalty policy now.
House Bill HB 2167 (life imprisonment without pa-

role) is a bipartisan effort to repeal and replace the
current death penalty policy. Consider the facts re-
garding the Kansas Death Penalty policy:

-Life imprisonment arguably provides the same or
greater deterrence factor, while avoiding the pitfall of
the actual killing that is so distasteful to many.

-The defense costs for a death penalty case averages
three to four times those of an ordinary trial (average
Board of Indigents Defense Services defense costs for
trial cases filed FY 2004-11 per the 2014 Death
Penalty Advisory Committee Report to the Kansas Ju-
dicial Council).

-Increased pain and suffering of the families of both
the victim and the accused during the multiple hear-
ings and often retrials associated with death penalty
cases.

-There is no evidence that the victims’ families expe-
rience closure or release from pain and suffering with
the killing of the accused.

-Conviction is sometimes unfair due to arbitrary ge-
ographic, economic, and race factors or experience
level of the defense counsel. There is a high risk of
convicting innocent people.

-Sometimes inhumane executions occur, as has been
publicized in the media in recent years.

The worshipers at Bethel College Mennonite
Church, North Newton, Kan., affiliate with Mennonite
Church USA, an historic Anabaptist peace church. We
believe all life is sacred. Even the criminal remains a
person before God, capable of repentance and transfor-
mation. We believe that to intentionally kill another
human being is a momentous act. There are no com-
pelling reasons that justify state-sanctioned killing.

This would segue well with the Week of Reconcilia-
tion proclamation that you made on Nov. 23, 2016,
hopeful “[...] that Kansans find the peace that forgive-
ness and reconciliation offers, allowing us to go for-
ward with renewed hope and excitement for the
future.”

In light of the above noted points, please repeal the
Kansas Death Penalty Policy. 

Sincerely Yours,
Charles Graber on behalf of the Witness Com-

mission and Bethel College Mennonite Church
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We hadn’t lost a pet in
about 20 years. We, as in
my sons and I.

On Wednesday last week, our
family cat of 20 years, Cinnamon,
died from injuries sustained from
either a coyote, dog or car attack.
We’re not sure. She was a tortoise-
shell long-haired cat, and she was
small, but she had the attitude of
a lion.

A lot of the time, she was
grumpy, and she hissed and
growled at other creatures, like
the dog I got about two and a half
years ago.

When we got Cinnamon, she
was a little kitten. I pulled up to
pick up Rodger, my oldest son, at
his friend Jason’s house. Rodger
had this little ball of fluff, which
he handed over to me as I sat in
the car. Cinnamon curled up in my
lap, and I had to say, “Yes,” we’ll
keep her. That’s all animals have
to do is curl up in my lap like
they’re already mine, and I want
to take them home.

Cinnamon had a fun life, getting
outside and chasing all sorts of an-
imals. She even brought us little
formerly or currently alive prison-
ers, like a dead rabbit she placed
in the middle of the floor of the
boys’ bedroom like a gift, I think
some kind of bird and even a live
baby bunny. She also brought in
fleas a time or two.

There was the time Rodger acci-
dentally broke one of her feet,
since she seemed to like to get un-
derfoot, at least with him, so he
ended up stepping on her foot. We
took her to the vet, where she got
a cast for her little leg.

She had a habit of jumping from
the back of our couch to our dining
room table. However, when she did
that with her cast on, she ended
up sliding across the table. It was
funny.

Another time, Rodger heard her
clunking in my parents’ kitchen
with the cast on, and Rodger said
it sounded like some kind of mon-
ster, like the Mummy, walking
around.

She also had the habit of sleep-
ing with her torso all tied up in
knots with her feet going one way
and her upper torso the other di-
rection. It must’ve been comfy for

her. Another memory I have of her
is her going on walks with me.
Since she was older, she tired eas-
ily, so I'd pick her up at the end of
the walk. I didn't have to use a
leash—she just followed me. OK,
now I'm getting sad again.

She seemed to have a crabby at-
titude in her later years. Well, OK,
maybe in all her years. It’s not
easy for a cat growing up in a
household of boys.

Rodger also told me one time, he
saw Cinnamon walking around
the neighborhood with a gang of
other cats late at night. I wonder
what she did outside at night?
Maybe her pretending not to like
other cats was a cover for her cat
gang activities. She had me fooled.

She did like to sleep with us,
too. I think she liked to take turns
on all the Nugents at night, and
she was talented at purring. She
used to follow me up the stairs
when it was time for bed. She was
like a dog in that regard. I always
felt like she liked us but held us a
little in contempt. I’d say that’s
what all cats do, but I've met some
that haven't.

When we adopted Cinnamon,
Rodger promised to be in charge of
her cat box. I believed him. We
also didn’t realize how long Cinna-
mon would be around. Rodger
went off to college (we got her
when he was in middle school). Of
course, the job became my job,
which probably happened sooner
than later.

However, when I moved into my
current place, I was only allowed
to have one pet, so I asked Rodger
if he’d take Cinnamon. I said, “I
took care of her for 20 years. Now
it’s your turn.” Ha. So he did. I
kept the dog.

She still was running around

Rodger’s yard the week before she
died. Something traumatized her
chest cavity, causing a hole in her
side from which air was going in
and out. Rodger wrapped the
wound, got her a warm blanket
and played some noises of nature
for her on a phone he no longer
uses. She went to sleep. She
seemed to be fine, walking around.
She was drinking water, but not
eating.

So, last Monday, Rodger took
her to the vet, and they decided to
watch her and feed her intra-
venously. They wrapped her
wound. Then, on Wednesday, she
crashed and died. Rodger said
something about renal failure.
They might’ve told us what went
wrong when we picked her up. I
was too busy being sad to hear
much. At least a couple of people
were there. She didn’t die alone. I
think the trauma was too much for
her. I think she was more than 100
years old in human years.

They put her in a plastic bag in-
side a cardboard box, which is
what we buried her in. When we
got to Rodger’s house, we opened
the box to make sure it was really
our kitty and that she was dead.
Yes on both counts. I got to pet her
one last time.

My middle son, Andy, and some
friends came to the funeral we
had. Sara brought flowers. Andy
read from the Bible at my urging.
Ashton and Joan helped with emo-
tional support. She’s buried in
Rodger’s backyard, going back to
the Earth from which she came.

We who have pets know what
it’s like to lose this distinct part of
your family. She was around when
my kids were quite young. Now,
they’re all grown, having finished
college and gotten jobs. And Cin-
namon was around for all of it. We
lost a little part of our family that
day.

Thanks, Cinnamon, for being
there for us. I know we took you
for granted. That happens some-
times. And we love you. I hope to
see you on the other side.

Wendy Nugent is the features ed-
itor and lead photographer at

Newton Now. She can be reached
at wendy@harveycountynow.com.

After two decades, Cinnamon passes away

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

We all need the
right tools in life

If you have a kid, you’ve proba-
bly already heard about it. If
you watch TV or read the

news, you may have already seen
it. And if you, yourself, game, you
already know: this is the week the
hotly anticipated Nintendo Switch
video game console finally hits
store shelves. But is it on your
shopping list? Should you buy?
Let’s talk about it.

Building off the biggest selling
point of the previous Nintendo
console, the Wii U, and improving
upon it, the Nintendo Switch sets
to establish itself as the console
for casual gamers on the go. If you
haven’t seen it yet or are unfamil-
iar with the system, the entire
console is contained in a portable
tablet with a 6.2-inch screen
that’s fairly sharp at a max 720p
resolution. But when it’s docked,
the Switch aims to output games
in 1080p at 60 frames per second
(will vary from game to game).
Let’s be honest, it’s what the Wii
U was supposed to be. 

Priced at $300, the MSRP is ac-
tually pretty fair for new hard-
ware, especially considering
you’re getting a portable gaming
tablet that just happens to double
as a home console. But while the
price may be fair for what’s in-
cluded in the box, in the grand
scheme of things, it’s not the
greatest value. As I type this, you
can get a 1TB Xbox One S bun-
dled with the new “Halo Wars 2”
and a $100 Dell gift card for the
same money. And that’s a system
with more power, a huge library
of games and a built-in 4K blu-ray
player. Sure, it lacks the portabil-
ity and cool factor of the Switch,
but it’s proven hardware.

There’s always an inherent
gamble with early adoption of
new hardware, too. For example,
the first wave of Xbox 360s had a
notoriously high failure rate that
even spawned the term “red ring

of death” or “RROD.” Early tester
versions of the Switch console ex-
perienced a shared issue where
the left joycon would disconnect
from the system in the middle of
gameplay. That, however, could be
an easy fix that Nintendo may
have already addressed with a
firmware update. 

Here’s what you’re really buy-
ing the Switch for: first-party
Nintendo franchises like Mario,
Zelda, Donkey Kong, Metroid,
Pokemon and Smash Bros. These
are game series Nintendo has
guarded closely, refusing to li-
cense them out even when the
company was feeling the pinch
from Microsoft and Sony. And
with good reason; these are the
games that sell consoles through
pure nostalgia to 30-somethings
like me who grew up on Nintendo
and want to share that family-
friendly experience with their
own kids. Which is a big part of
why I’ll buy a Switch eventually.
But also because those franchises
also produce some of the greatest
games across any console. 

That said, if the Switch is going
to survive this generation going
up against the Xbox One and
Playstation 4, it’s going to need
strong third-party support from
developers like Capcom, Konami,
Ubisoft, EA, Namco and Square
Enix. This was the biggest short-
coming of the Wii U. After the sys-
tem launched, developers dropped

off one by one, which meant the
game library shriveled up pretty
quickly. Wii U owners have gotten
to play some really great first-
party games, but beyond that,
there just haven’t been enough
great games to sustain the sys-
tem.

It looks like the biggest problem
facing the Switch at launch is
going to be availability, if pre-or-
ders are any indication. When it
comes to meeting market demand,
Nintendo is the absolute worst.
Going all the way back to the re-
lease of the original Wii 10 years
ago (OMG), Nintendo’s track
record of providing enough con-
soles at launch has been pretty
poor, and it’s looking like the
Switch will be just as difficult to
get your hands on. Need proof
that, even 10 years later, Nin-
tendo hasn’t learned its lesson?
Look at last year’s disastrous
launch of the NES Classic, a $60
reproduction of the original Nin-
tendo that you still cannot find on
shelves four months later and cur-
rently commands triple the resale
price on eBay.

As it stands, I recommend hold-
ing out until the system proves it-
self, especially if you already have
a Wii U. The only must-have
game coming to the Switch at
launch is the new “Zelda: Breath
of the Wild,” which will also be re-
leasing on the Wii U. Hopefully,
say, six months down the road,
Nintendo will ramp up production
and drop the price or bundle it
with a game. Until then, consider
fighting the urge to buy, or bide
your time on the Xbox One or
PS4. The Switch has a lot of prov-
ing to do and trust to earn back
from customers who’ve been
burned before (myself included).

Jeremy Jaso is a Newton resi-
dent who’s been writing for a
number of years.

Nintendo Switch: Game changer or gimmick?

WORDS OF WENDY

WENDY NUGENT

REWIND

JEREMY JASO

What are the most important tools ever in-
vented? According to Forbes magazine in a
2006 story, the list includes the knife, abacus,

compass, pencil, harness, rifle, sword, eyeglasses, saw,
watch, needle, candle, telescope, fish hook and chisel.
(The entire list can be found in the forbes.com Web
site archives.) 

The story was aptly titled, “The 20 Most Important
Tools Ever,” and was compiled by a bunch of experts
who know a lot about stuff like this. Or something like
that. All the items
on the list have
one thing in com-
mon: they are de-
signed to do what
they do. They’re
not Swiss army
knives. They’re
pencils for writ-
ing. They’re eye-
glasses for seeing.
They’re knives for
cutting. 

Each of “the
most important tools ever” does one job only. And does
it perfectly. As people, we need these types of tools—
except for the abacus and maybe the sword, I’m just
not sure we need these anymore—but we don’t tend to
function in the same way. Instead, we multi-task, do
things we need to, want to, don’t necessarily want to
but do anyway, and run circles to tackle the should
have-already-dones. 

So, as I get older, wiser, relapse and then get it to-
gether again, I learn a thing or two. When life takes a
turn in a direction you’d rather not see it go, you have
a minimum of two choices. One, fight it. Two, don’t. Ei-
ther way, you’re entering battle. If you choose to fight
it, the battle will be long. If you choose to not fight it,
the battle will be long. But I’d lay my cards on push-
ing through it any day. Eventually, if you open your-
self up to the circumstances and pound directly
through the densest parts, you will, no doubt by the
grace of God, find your way to another side. 

As life takes us in and out of the tough parts, the
ones we’d just as soon tuck away into a deep dark
closet, we are actually living out those applicable
quotes. That’s when we see that the worst things
make us stronger. When we’re stronger, we’re more
aware. Being more aware makes us more complete.

Jimmy Valvano, the legendary college basketball
coach who died of cancer in 1993, said a big thing in
his speech at his final ESPY awards. “To me there are
three things we all should do every day. We should do
these every day of our lives. No. 1 is laugh. You should
laugh every day. No 2 is think. You should spend some
time in thought. No. 3 is, you should have your emo-
tions moved to tears, could be happiness or joy. But
think about it. If you laugh, you think, and you cry,
that’s a full day. That’s a heck of a day. You do that
seven days a week, you’re going to have some thing
special.” 

It might take a huge road bump or a fully collapsed
bridge in life to finally opens our eyes. But these
seemingly disastrous occurrences are not without pur-
pose. This is when we discover who we are. Who to
love. How to love. What matters. Who matters. Who’s
worth your time. Who just can’t be. How our actions
affect, how much to sacrifice. How fiercely we will pro-
tect. What we will give and what we will take. 

I know that this is when the most incredible people
show up. Or when the ones that were already there
become suddenly become obvious. And maybe the best
thing about persevering through something you
thought would beat you. Realizing you don’t have to be
all things to all people. No Swiss army knives here. 

Shelley Plett is a graphic designer for the Hillsboro
Free Press and Kansas Publishing Ventures. She can

be reached at shelley@hillsborofreepress.com. 

PARTS OF SPEECH

SHELLEY PLETT

Say what?

My mission in life
is not merely to
survive, but to
thrive; and to do so
with some passion,
some compassion,
some humor and
some style.

Maya Angelou
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the events were listed as a drug
crime. In other cases, the shoot-
ers used drugs like metham-
phetamine at the times of the
killings. 

And in the case of the man
who was hanged, it stemmed
from a drug debt of less than
$200.

With violent case after violent
case, a narrative has emerged
about Harvey County and New-
ton in regional media.

No motive was released, but
less than 24 hours after the
most recent crime, a local news
station ran a report titled “Sec-
ond Harvey County triple mur-
der raises concerns about
drugs.”

Three different Newton resi-
dents interviewed expressed
their concern about the mur-
ders or the safety of the commu-
nity.

Newton's homicide rate
within the city limits for the
last year is 0 per 10,000 resi-
dents.

It's a frustrating situation for
Newton Police Lt. Scott Powell.
It's likely a frustrating position
of the Newton Police Depart-
ment, as well as city leaders
and community members. 

“Newton is getting a bad rap
of being a dangerous place, but
we haven't had the triple homi-
cides in town,” he said. “We're
not immune of it. Every place
has a drug problem. It's
whether they want to fight it or
not. So many of the crimes we
have here are about drugs. The
odds of a law-abiding, non-drug-
using citizen of Newton being
victim of a violent crime are
pretty remote.”

Powell said that's even taking
into account the kidnapping
and hostage situation that took
place at a car dealership and
the Chisholm Trail Outlet Cen-
ter.  

Powell also said there's a rea-
son why some of the drug-re-
lated violent crimes take place
outside the city: the city police
department has aggressively
worked to push them outside of
city limits.

***

Detective Mitch Nedrow is an
intense man. He makes direct
eye contact and talks a mile a
minute when he really gets
going, drifting between stan-
dard English and then into
drug slang when discussing at
length his operations within the
city. 

Zips. Elbows. Eight for
Eights. Ice. Plugs. 

You can't purchase drugs by
saying, ‘Excuse me, sir, I would
like to buy a quarter ounce of
methamphetamine,’ he ex-
plains.  

He doesn't look like a hard-
ened detective outside of an
athletic build. But that's his
current appearance. He changes
it regularly, he says.

Since 2013, Nedrow has
worked as a full-time drug de-
tective for the City of Newton.
Today, he heads up a drug in-
vestigation effort supported by
other police officers and a wide
network of sources or people
working off drug convictions. 

Nedrow purchases drugs off
the street, sets up buys, con-
ducts investigations but deals
in information. 

He's got a board in his office
covered with leads, and it's al-
ways full, he said.

“I have to prioritize,” he said.
“This is my number one for the
day. This is my number five.
Sometimes my cases sit on in-
formation for several months,”
he said of the quantity of the in-
formation coming in. 

“With the intimacy of the
cases I get to work, I am able to
gather intelligence that a patrol
officer doing a routine traffic
stop might not get,” he said.
“I'm able to look at those inves-
tigations under a microscope.
It's a whole other culture that
people on the outside don't
know. Those people we know
and work with very well, that's
how we gather perspective.”

In 2016, Nedrow's work ac-
counted for the purchase or
seizure of 18.46 pounds of
methamphetamine and 16.89
pounds of marijuana and 1,993
dosage units of pills.

He said the street value of
the meth came in at around
$671,000 once cut up and dis-
tributed. The marijuana value
would be around $153,000, he
said, and the pills would be
around $20,000.

Nedrow said the department
pursues any drug that's against
the law, but it does prioritize.

“Methamphetamine is the
drug I pursue the most, because
it's absolutely a poison that de-
stroys good people,” he said. “A
lot of users get a bad rap with
appearance and history. I get to

know those people in a personal
capacity, and they're all not bad
people. I just have a different
perspective on it.”

Along with Nedrow, the New-
ton PD took in an additional
198 grams of meth, 12.5 pounds
of marijuana and 628 dosage
units of pills. 

In total, the department
worked 126 meth cases, 163
marijuana cases and 20 pre-
scription medication cases, he
said, according to the records he
keeps. 

“Since I took over, I like to
think we've increased our ag-
gressiveness in pursuing drug
offenders in town,” he said.
“We've been aggressive in the
search warrants, the quantities
of drugs we're seeing as well as
an asset seizure.”

It's a story Powell corrobo-
rates, adding that the aggres-
sive approach to drug crimes
have forced distribution sources
outside of town. It's something
Nedrow hears from sources, and
it's something the police depart-
ment sees when habitual of-
fenders leave Newton.

“For a lot of the dopers, it's
easy to move away from Mitch,”
Powell said. “They move liter-
ally in this last case a half mile
outside of town.”

Both men, however, were
quick to say that any news arti-
cle should state that by no
means is the drug problem gone
in Newton or that such violence
couldn't happen in the city lim-
its.

“Do we have the drug prob-
lem solved? No,” Nedrow said.
“But if I make people uncom-
fortable every time they weigh
out a bag and sell it, we're being
effective.”

The problem in the past, Pow-
ell said, was that Nedrow could
pursue cases or pass on infor-
mation to other local authorities
outside of Newton, but the city
paid Nedrow to go after crime

in Newton, not crime in Walton
or Burton. 

Activity would leave the city
but still come in to use or steal
property.

The sheriff's office didn't ded-
icate a full-time deputy to drug
cases at the time. With only
Newton pursuing the issue ag-
gressively, Powell said it limited
in part the effectiveness of New-
ton operations.

That, however, was before the
Drug Task Force. And upon that
task force, both the sheriff's of-
fice and the Newton Police De-
partment are pinning some of
their hopes on reducing violent
crime county wide and combat-
ing the perception that Newton
and Harvey County is a danger-
ous place to live.

***

Gay said when he started
running for sheriff last year, he
was having plenty of talks with
Nedrow and other members of
the department. The group dis-
cussed the need for the sheriff's
office to dedicate more re-
sources to fighting drugs in the
community and the need for a
more regional approach to do
so. 

Gay, while working as a
school resource officer at New-
ton High School, understood the
issues. He saw drugs at the
high school, and he spent time
getting wrangled by Nedrow
and others to provide backup
and to serve houses, as he was
sometimes more free than other
officers due to his position. 

And so the Drug Task Force
was born. 

Gay said the idea was simple:
the county would provide an in-
vestigator to learn under and
work as a partner with Nedrow.
The county investigator would
help take off some manpower
burdens on Nedrow and the
Newton Police Department.

Sharing more of the burden be-
tween the two entities would
then enable the team to operate
throughout the county and be
backed up in an organized man-
ner by groups such as the Har-
vey County Emergency
Response Team. 

Other communities in the
county could call in information
to the task force, who would
provide aid to them with inves-
tigations and with manpower.
The idea would be to take the
environment the Newton Police
Department created in the city
and push it to the county bor-
ders. 

“I hope to get them out of
Harvey County,” Gay said. “Ob-
viously the safety of our citizens
concerns me.”

Gay dedicated an officer to
the task force shortly after tak-
ing over the sheriff's office. 

“With the county coming on
board, he's going to work with
the county and be more aggres-
sive county wide,” Powell said
of Nedrow and the task force. 

Gay said the sheriff's investi-
gator is learning a lot under
Nedrow, and the cooperation
has already provided search
warrants and tailored responses
to situations using the help of
members of the Harvey County
Emergency Response Team. 

“I don't know if the task force
can stop all of that, but I cer-
tainly hope it puts people in the
county on notice, because we
haven't had that in the past,”
Gay said. 

Nedrow agreed a regional ap-
proach is necessary, not just
working together with the sher-
iff's office but with surrounding
counties. 

“Agencies for drug investiga-
tions have to collaborate and
have to work together,” he said. 

Nedrow said law enforce-
ment cannot stop drug crime
alone. They said they need the
community's help noticing and
reporting issues and illegal ac-
tivity within their neighbor-
hood. He said drug enforcement
is a community problem and
needs a community solution.
Nedrow said he and the task
force are ready to help if asked. 

“Let me support them and be
their backbone. I can support
them,” he said. “All too often we
go to a raid at a house and the
neighbors will come out and say
thank you for coming; we've
been dealing with it for two
years.”

Gay agreed, asking commu-
nity members to report out-of-
the-ordinary events even in
rural areas. 

“We rely very heavily on the
community to make sure they
are communicating with us
about things going on in their
neighborhood,” he said. 

With the help of the commu-
nity, both agencies hope to
make the county a safer place
and improve its perception.

“We refuse to allow that to
happen in our community and
in our county,” Nedrow said.
“That's why we're making ef-
forts to stop it.”

CRIME
From Page 1

FILE PHOTO
In April 2016, law enforcement officials surrounded a northeast Newton residence believing it to house an armed and barricaded
suspect. No one was found in the home. 

Another customer came in, say-
ing at one point in her life, she had
a trunk from the Titanic until her
father got rid of it without her
knowledge.

Hedrick said her big interest is
large furniture, and that most
places don't sell furniture because
it's big and hard to handle. In addi-
tion, she carries mid-century mod-
ern pieces and Victorian walnut.

“I love the Victorian,” she said.
To find out what's trending in

decorating, Hedrick said she gets
decorator magazines.

“I take them so I can see what
my customers are seeing,” she said
regarding what's in style decorat-
ing-wise.

What she's seeing is Victorian
becoming popular again.

“It's just kinda starting to come
back in,” said Hedrick, who jok-
ingly calls herself “chief cook and
bottle washer.”

Bottle washing probably doesn't
happen there a lot now, but back
when the building was a hotel,
there might've been a lot of that.
Hedrick said the building her busi-
ness is in at 413 N. Main St. was
built in 1885, making the building
itself an antique, since various
places on the Internet define an-
tiques as items 100 years old or
older. However, her business itself
isn't an antique, but it's working
on it. Hedrick said the business
opened next door, just north of its
current location, in October 1972,
making it almost 45 years old. The
building her business is in now
started as a hotel, Hedrick said,
adding it also was Murphy's Hotel
in 1905.

“So the building's interesting,”
she said. “The work is interesting.
I'm liking what I'm doing. I love
the stuff, to start with.”

She loves the dovetail joints that
went into making furniture years
ago and everything that went into
that, and she likes the way the
items connect to history.

“The way they made butter and
cheese in kettles in the yard,” she

said. “It just connects you to appre-
ciate what people went through,
how hard they worked, what peo-
ple put up with to get the country
settled—to get it livable.”

She said people didn't have
heated bedrooms, and they had
heated stoves and burned buffalo
chips.

“Probably in the winter, they
heated the kitchen,” she said. “On
special occasions, they probably
heated the dining room and parlor.
You appreciate that they hand-
pieced dovetails.”

Dovetail joints in furniture were
hand-cut until about 1875, Hedrick
said, which is when people started
cutting them by machine.

Although Hedrick's been in busi-
ness for 45 years in Newton, it has-
n't always been easy.

“It's a tough business to make a
living in,” she said. “You gotta
clean it up and haul it around
yourself.”

However, she doesn't search for
antiques herself anymore. She
works with a bunch of men who
buy antiques, and they sell to her.
The guys like hunting for antiques,
and they don't like being tied down
with a brick-and-mortar location.

“When you've worked with some-
body a long time, they know what
you like, what you're into, what
you can fix,” Hedrick said.

In addition to antiques, Hedrick
sells yard art, which is brightly col-
ored metal art, some of which has
been on display on Main Street in
front of her shop.

In addition, other items for sale
include wagon wheels, implement
pieces and what Hedrick calls
“rough stuff,” like fencing, pallets,
barn siding and porch posts.

“People are really creative,”
Hedrick said. “They do a lot of in-
teresting things with this stuff, de-
pending on their skills.”

Hedrick said she plans to transi-
tion into selling these kinds of
items more, which are architec-
tural items people use for decora-
tions, she said.

“It's a nice creative thing for this
old stuff,” Hedrick said.

And old stuff takes up four floors
in the shop, including a basement

area with trunks and kitchen
items, a loft with chairs, quilts and
other things, a main floor that has
everything from lamps to furni-
ture, and a third floor with various
rooms containing a variety of an-
tiques. Some of the rooms look like
they could've been hotel rooms at
one point.

When digging the basement,
workers at the time told Hedrick
they couldn't do that because the
sewer runs through that area. It
turned out the pipes they found
were from the railroad that sold
steam to businesses on Main
Street at one time.

“That stuff was all shot,” she
said. “We just took it all out,” as
the railroad had disconnected it. “I
added the loft, which gave me more
floor space.”

Out back on the first floor,
Hedrick has an area for yard art
and architectural elements, and
the gate to the alley has designs in
metal flowers and circles, which
her son Royce did with such mate-
rials as farm equipment and parts
of old sewing machines.

Hedrick wants to keep on work-
ing.

“I think as long as I can move
around and handle things and hire
some folks,” she said. “What I want
to get into is selling the stuff and
letting the customers do the work,”
she added about the architectural
elements.

Right now, she probably has a
couple hundred pieces in her work-
shop at her house, and she plans to
restore them.

“I take 'em apart and re-glue all
the joints,” she said. “That way,
they’re ready to go for another 100
years or so, and they can pass it
down.”

Nowadays, the shop only is open
from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Fridays
and Saturdays, Hedrick said,
adding her clientele mostly is not
from Newton but from area towns,
like Wichita, Valley Center, Derby,
Salina, El Dorado, McPherson and
Lindsborg. She also gets customers
from farther away, if they're visit-
ing in town.

“They like antiques, and they're
looking for stuff,” she said.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, Daisy Bradshaw, Adalyn Roseberry, Jaycee Henry and Rhett
Stucky check out their bounty late Thursday afternoon.

HEDRICK
From Page 1

Some of the Roseberry kids were inside their home
on Wednesday, when two of the girls, Kate and Amelia
Roseberry, hatched the idea, but it started out a little
sour.

“Amelia’s like, ‘Let’s do a lemonade stand,’” Kate
said, and they didn’t because they didn’t have any
lemonade.

“After that, I’m like, ‘How about we give [food)] to
the homeless shelter to help them’ because I believe
that someday, the homeless people won’t be homeless
anymore, and I feel like that’s the right thing to do,”
said Kate, who’s 9.

The food drive was on Wednesday until it got dark
outside, and then it continued until Thursday, which
is the last day the kids planned to do it, as the
weather was going to get cold, said the Roseberry
mom, Melissa Roseberry. They plan to present the food
to the shelter next week.

However, by Thursday, they had collected a variety
of donations from folks driving by in vehicles, as they
waved to cars and Kate held up an orange sign.

A total of seven neighborhood kids took part. In ad-
dition to the Roseberry girls already mentioned, they
included Rhett Stucky, Daisy Bradshaw, Kaia Stucky,
Jaycee Henry and Adalyn Roseberry.

Kate likes the feeling she gets helping others.
“It feels really good, and I feel like it’s the right

thing to do, and it makes me happy,” she said while
standing in her front yard.

DRIVE
From Page 1
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Nelton Dean Lemons,
36, died on Thursday,
Feb. 23, 2017.

He was born on June
29, 1980, in Newton.

Arrangements have

been made with Broad-
way Colonial Funeral
Home.

There are no services
planned at this time.

NELTON DEAN LEMONS

David L. Montano, 33,
died on Thursday, Feb.
23, 2017.

He was born on Jan. 8,
1984.

Cremation has taken
place, and there are no

public services planned at
this time.

Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

DAVID L. MONTANO

Michael John Lemons,
34, died on Thursday, Feb.
23.

He was born on Nov. 26,
1982, in Newton.

Arrangements have
been made with Broadway
Colonial Funeral Home.

There are no services
planned at this time.

MICHAEL JOHN LEMONS

Alycia
Marie
(Banks)
Decker, 30, of
Peabody
passed away
on Friday,
Feb. 24, 2017. 

She was
born in New-
ton and
worked for OOPA food
management as a director
of Peabody-Burns School
Program. 

She is a wife, mother,
daughter, sister and
friend. 

Alycia is survived by
her husband, Justin
Decker; son, Wyatt

Decker;
daughter,
Leah Decker;
parents, Lisa
and Jim
Hutto, and
Scott and Judy
Banks; brother
Preston and
Trina Banks;
and many fam-

ily and friends. 
Visitation was Feb. 28,

and services were at 11
a.m. Wednesday, March 1,
both at Peabody United
Methodist Church, 403 N.
Sycamore in Peabody.
Baker Funeral Home in
Peabody has charge of the
services.

ALYCIA (BANKS) DECKER

Marcelina
Ruiz Solis,
97, loving
wife,
mother,
grand-
mother,
great-grand-
mother,
great-great
grand-
mother and friend was
called to heaven on Sun-
day, Feb. 26, 2017, at
Kansas Christian Home
in Newton.

She was in Emporia,
on born June 18, 1919,
to Jesus and Alijandra
Ruiz. She married Joe
N. Solis Sr. on July 18,
1936, in Emporia. They
settled in Newton in
1955.

Marcelina was a
homemaker for the first
20 years of marriage,
while her husband was
employed by the Santa
Fe Railroad. She retired
from Friendly Acres
after many years of loyal
service. She was an ac-
tive member of Our
Lady of Guadalupe
Church and the Altar
Society, spending many
hours volunteering her
time and talent.

She is best remem-
bered for her incredible
cooking and her unwa-
vering devotion to her
family.

Marcelina is survived
by daughter Virginia
Avila (Julio) of Wichita;
two sons, Joe R. Solis
(Gina) of Newton and

Gilbert R.
Solis (Gloria)
of Overland
Park; seven
grandchil-
dren, Marissa
Marfield,
Gilbert Solis
Jr, Angie
Muci, Paul
Solis, John

Muci, Sheris Solis and
Ali Solis; 16 great-
grandchildren; and one
great-great-grandchild.

She was preceeded in
death by her parents;
husband; daughter, Es-
peranza Solis; grandson,
Frank Muci; and sister,
Mary De La Torre.

The recitation of the
Rosary will be at 7 p.m.
Friday, March 3, with
the Mass of Christian
Burial Funeral at 11:30
a.m. Saturday, March 4,
both of which will be at
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church in New-
ton. Interment will be in
St. Mary’s Catholic
Cemetery in Newton.

A memorial has been
established with the
building fund of Our
Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church. Contri-
butions may be sent to
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, 120 E.
Broadway, Newton.

Friends may call from
1 to 5 p.m. Friday at the
funeral home.

Condolences may be
left at www.broadway-
colonialfh.com.

MARCELINA SOLIS

Donald C.
“Don” Whit-
ney, 95, died
Friday, Feb.
24, 2017, at
Newton Med-
ical Center.
He was born
Dec. 31, 1921,
in Wilder, Vt.,
to Edward R.
and Rita M. (Clough)
Whitney.  

On Jan. 4, 1944, he
married Ellen J. Failing at
Hanford, Calif. She pre-
ceded him in death on
Nov. 15, 2016. Don served
his country in the U.S.
Army Air Corps and the
U.S. Air Force, attaining
the rank of chief master
sergeant. He served in
World War II, Korea and
Vietnam. He enjoyed fish-
ing and reading, and
looked forward to travel-
ing and road trips around
the country. Don enjoyed
baseball and was a pitcher
in his younger years. He
greatly enjoyed spending
time with his loving fam-
ily and many friends.

He is survived by his
daughters, Carole and Bob

Howes of
Poway, Calif.,
and Donna
and David
Withiam of
Newton. He
also is sur-
vived by seven
grandchildren,
10 great-
grandchildren

and four great-great-
grandchildren.

Don was preceded in
death by his parents, two
brothers, one sister and
one grandson.

Graveside committal
service will be at 10 a.m.
Saturday, March 4, at
Greenwood Cemetery in
Newton with Chaplain
Jerroll Martens and Pas-
tor Scott Kliewer presid-
ing. Visitation will be from
6 to 8 p.m. Friday at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home in
Newton with the family
receiving friends from 6 to
8 p.m. at the funeral
home.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Harry Hynes
Memorial Hospice in care
of Petersen Funeral
Home.

DONALD WHITNEY

PEABODY—Pamela J.
(Gosser) Twombly, 58,
died Saturday, Feb. 25,
2017, at her home in
Peabody.

She was born on Nov. 8,
1958, in Wichita, the
daughter of Herbert Louis
and Wilma Lorraine
Knight Gosser. Pam was
raised in the Wichita and
Derby area, graduating
from Derby High School.

Pam lived in Park City
until moving to Peabody
in the early ’90s. Most re-
cently, Pam worked at the
Dollar General store in
Newton.

She enjoyed camping,
fishing, going to garage
sales and spending time
with her grandkids.

In 1999, she met Den-
nis Twombly, and they
married and continued to
live in the Peabody area.

Survivors include her
husband, Dennis; sons,
Aaron Worthey of
Peabody and Nathan

Thompson of Newton;
brother, Michael Gosser of
Pierre Part, La.; sisters,
Rita White and Marcia
Gosser, both of Argonia,
Cindy Martin of
Greenville, Ill.; and six
grandchildren.

Funeral services will be
at 1 p.m. Friday, March 3,
at Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.
Interment will be in the
Walton Cemetery.

Friends may call from 1
to 8 p.m. Thursday at the
funeral home.

A memorial has been
established to assist the
family with funeral ex-
penses, and contributions
may be made to Broadway
Colonial Funeral Home,
120 E. Broadway, Newton,
KS, 67114.

Condolences may be left
at www.broadwaycolo-
nialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

PAMELA J. TWOMBLY

Deborah
“Sue” Balerio,
61, died on
Tuesday, Feb.
21, 2017, in
Hutchinson.
She was born
on Dec. 11,
1955, to the
late
Annabelle
(Ladner) and Carl Metcalf
in Ulysses. 

Sue enjoyed crafts,
shopping and reading. She
loved watching basketball
and any sporting events
her family was involved
with. Most of all, her fa-
vorite time was spent at
home with her loving hus-
band, Andy, and their dog,
Rockie.

Survivors include her
loving husband, Andy,
Buhler; two daughters,
Annalisa and husband
Scott Hodges, Oklahoma
City, and Tahnee Balerio
and fiancé Lily Grenci, Or-
lando, Fla.; sisters, Patty
Byerlee and husband
Gary, Wichita, Doris Coyk-
endall and husband
Berne, Wichita, and Alice

Hill, Eureka;
brother, Ken-
neth Hill, Wi-
chita;
grandson, An-
drew Hodges;
and grand-
daughter, Hal-
lie Sue Hodges,
as well as
many nieces

and nephews.
Friends and family are

invited to celebrate Sue’s
life. 

Recitation of the Holy
Rosary was on Feb. 24, led
by Father Juan Garza at
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church in New-
ton. Funeral Mass was on
Feb. 25 at Our Lady of
Guadalupe, with Father
Juan Garza presiding.

Burial followed at
Resthaven Cemetery in
Wichita.

Memorials may be made
to the American Cancer
Society or Hutchinson An-
imal Shelter in care of the
funeral home. Friends
may sign the book online
at www.broadwaycoloni-
afh.com.

DEBORAH ‘SUE’ BALERIO

Charles E.
Baker, 89,
died Satur-
day, Feb. 25,
2017, in
Haysville. He
was born
June 28,
1927, in Hays
to Charles H.
and Eva Mae
(Harmon) Baker. 

On Dec. 29, 1949, he
married Caroline E.
Bieker in Hays, and she
preceded him in death on
Sept. 1, 2000. Charles was
a member of St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in New-
ton. He had a passion for
horses and enjoyed trail
riding. 

He is survived by his
sons, Charles P. “Chuck”
Baker of Kansas City,
Mo., Michael Baker of Wi-
chita and Paul Baker of
Newton. He also is sur-
vived by his siblings,
William “Bill” and Hazel
Baker of Upton, Wyo.,
Betty Jean Baker-Bunker
of Greeley, Colo., Joann
Baker Koerner Hays,
David and Marianne
Baker Hendersonville,
N.C., and Thomas “Tom”
and Maria Baker Herri-

man, Utah. He
also is sur-
vived by six
grandchildren
and seven
great-grand-
children.

Charles was
preceded in
death by his
parents; wife;

stepmother, Henrietta
Westhusin Baker; broth-
ers in law, Ed Bunker and
Herb “Dutch” Koerner;
and infant daughter,
Mary Baker.

Funeral mass will be at
10 a.m. Thursday, March
2, at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church with the Rev.
Nicholas Voelker presid-
ing. Visitation was 5 to 9
p.m. Wednesday at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home
with a Recitation of the
Rosary at 6 p.m. at the fu-
neral home chapel. The
family received friends
following the Rosary. Bur-
ial will be in the St.
Mary’s Cemetery in New-
ton.

Memorials are sug-
gested to the Blue Sky
Equestrian Therapy Pro-
gram 8830 S. Hydraulic
Haysville, KS, 67060.

CHARLES E. BAKER

Anthony
(Tony)
Steiner, 84,
born Aug. 22,
1932, in Jer-
sey Shore,
Pa., to An-
thony P. and
Marion
Steiner,
passed away
Tuesday, Feb 21, 2017.

He was a loving hus-
band, father, grandfather,
and great-grandfather,
and had many wonderful
friends. He was preceded
in death by his parents,
first wife Martha, one
brother and sister. He is
survived by his wife,
Donna (Wells) Steiner;
children, Deb (Tim) Pe-
ters, Randy (Shar)
Steiner; grandchildren,
Kristie (Neal) Purdy, Mor-
gan Steiner; great-grand-
children, Hayden and
Harper Purdy; stepsons,
Steven Wells and Darren
(Nellie) Wells; step-grand-
children, Audrey (TC)
Rains, Alex Wells, Austin
(Nichole Goodwin) Wells,
Aaron Wells, Samantha
Wells, Cory (Kacy) Wells;
and nine step-great-

grandchildren.
Tony retired

from Learjet in
1994 as an
Avionics In-
strument Tech-
nician,
working previ-
ously in avion-
ics for more
than 45 years,

partaking in numerous
engineering opportunities
as well.

He also served in the
armed services of the U. S.
Air Force from 1950 to
1954 during the Korean
War effort and was sta-
tioned in Guam at the
time.

He was a lifetime mem-
ber of the V.F.W., Ameri-
can Legion and a devoted
member of Calvary United
Methodist Church and
was a beloved member of
the church choir.

Memorial services were
Feb. 24 at Calvary United
Methodist Church, 2525 N
Rock Road, Wichita.

Memorials may be made
to the American Cancer
Society, American Heart
Association or Calvary
United Methodist Church.

ANTHONY STEINER

Nicholas “Nick” A.
Schmidt, 88, died Monday
Feb. 27, 2017, at Pleasant
View Home, Inman.

He was born on Sept.
12, 1928 in McPherson
County, the son of
Nicholas and Elizabeth
Pauls Schmidt.

He was a teacher and
lifetime member of He-
bron Mennonite Church.
He married Martha Yoder
on June 10, 1951, in
Harper. She died July 25,
1999.

Survivors include a son,
Steven, Buhler; two
daughters, Becky Beebe,
Norfolk, Neb., and Deb
Schmidt, Newton; a
brother, Robert Schmidt,
Denver; three sisters,
Helen Ediger, Inman,

Irene Dunn, Idaho, and
Velma Jean Whittle, St.
Mary’s; eight grandchil-
dren; and four great-
grandchildren.

He was preceded in
death by a daughter; Mary
Claycamp; brothers, Victor
and Elmer Schmidt; and
sisters, Lila Willems and
Elda Yoder.

Visitation will be from 5
to 7 p.m. Friday, March 3,
at Buhler Mortuary. Bur-
ial will be at 9:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, March 4, at North
Inman Cemetery, followed
by memorial services at
10:30 a.m. at Buhler Men-
nonite Church. Memorial
contributions may be
made to the Inman City
Museum, in care of the
mortuary.

NICHOLAS SCHMIDT

Harry Michael Dudte
was born May 8, 1920, in
rural Harvey County to
John M. and Anna Tange-
man Dudte. He was the
sixth of eight children. He
passed into heaven on Fri-
day, Feb. 24, 2017.

A lifelong resident of
Harvey County, he pro-
gressed through rural
school, graduated Newton
High School and attended
Bethel College. He worked
the family farm his entire
life until his retirement in
his 80s. He is survived by
his sisters “Helen” Jessie

Allen, Dorothy Unruh and
Elsie Johnson, 16 nieces
and nephews; and numer-
ous grand and great-
nieces and great-nephews.

He was active in Lions
Club, agricultural organi-
zations and loved nature
and planting a straight
row.

A private family service
will be held.

Memorials may be made
to Presbyterian Manor
(where he resided re-
cently) through Petersen
Funeral Home in Newton.

HARRY DUDTE

HOW TO RUN AN OBITUARY
Obituaries in Newton Now are free as long as

they fit our newspaper style. 
We see a death in our community as a news item

that people care about in Newton and North New-
ton. 

If you have an obituary that should run in New-
ton Now please send it to:  
wendy@harveycountynow.com and it will run as
soon as we can get it online and in the Thursday
print edition as well. 

If you want a special obituary or message printed
in this section, please contact Bruce Behymer for
pricing at: bbehymer@harveycountynow.com. Usu-
ally a paid obituary doesn’t run more than $10-$20. 

HOW TO RUN AN ANNOUNCEMENT
Announcements in Newton Now usually run for

$10 with a photo and about 200 words. 
Send your birth, engagement, anniversary or

wedding announcement to wendy@harveycoun-
tynow.com with the copy you would like to run and
a high resolution photo. 

If you have any questions about announcements
call: 316-281-7899. 



Peyton said. “She taught
it to me, but I couldn't get
the coordination down.”

That didn't stop him.
Now, he plays guitar and
one other instrument.

“I just play trumpet and
guitar mostly,” he said. “I
can play a plethora of
other instruments. I
played piano for a while.”

Peyton stays busy with
music, being in a variety
of performing groups,
being in concerts and tak-
ing music lessons.

Peyton was extremely
busy the weekend that
started Friday, Feb. 24.

“I have too many con-
certs this week,” he said
on Wednesday, Feb. 22.

Those included two con-
certs on Friday, and one
each on Saturday, Sunday
and Monday.

On Saturday, he per-
formed with the Kansas
Music Educators Associa-
tion State Jazz Ensemble.
To make it into the state
band, Peyton had to go
through an audition
process, first on the dis-
trict level and then for
state. For the concert, the
band rehearsed for two
full days, and Peyton
stayed in a Wichita motel
through Saturday after-
noon.

Peyton didn't just make
it into one of the KMEA
bands—it was two, get-
ting into jazz band on gui-
tar and regular band with
trumpet.

“You're only allowed to
play in one band,” he said.

Other concerts included
the Olson Scholarship
benefit concert on Sunday,
where he played with the

Great Plains Jazz Orches-
tra and the NHS Jazz En-
semble. There also were
performances with
Bethel's Jazz I and the
Mid Kansas Jazz Ensem-
ble.

Peyton has enjoyed
music from a young age.

“I always liked listening
to music,” he said. “I lis-
tened to absurd music for
an 8-year-old. I think it
gave me an ear for inter-
esting music instead of
pop music.”

What he listened to was
Simon and Garfunkel,
Celtic music and Queen.

He said when he'd lis-
ten to music, he'd get ob-
sessed with a few seconds
in a song, and now he as-
sumes it was because of
the chord changes. And
now, he said, he plays a
chord instrument. As a
high school freshman, he

had just learned chords,
and there were no chord
players in the Mid Kansas
Jazz Ensemble out of
Bethel College in North
Newton. One of Peyton's
friends talked to Joel Lin-
scheid, director of the
band at the time, and said
he wasn't the best but
could do the job. 

In his sophomore year,
Peyton started taking
trumpet lessons, and now
he has four teachers—one
for classical trumpet, one
for jazz trumpet, another
for jazz guitar and one for
classical guitar.

Peyton seems to come
by his musical talents
naturally, since his par-
ents are professional mu-
sicians. His mom plays
violin in the Wichita Sym-
phony, and his dad is a
percussionist in the Ore-
gon Symphony and con-

ducts the Oregon ballet.
Like his parents, Pey-

ton plans to pursue music
as a career. He first wants
to attend college, major-
ing in jazz studies at a
music college. He recently
made a 45-minute audi-
tion video for a college in
Colorado, and he had to
send it in pieces because
it was so long. He's still
waiting to hear back.

He's not sure exactly
which career path he'll
take, but it will be in
music.

“I'll probably end up
recording jazz, playing
jazz and teaching or play-
ing in a symphony,” he
said.

Peyton definitely enjoys
music. If he had to pick
one favorite song, he said
it's “My Funny Valentine.”

Another thing pertain-
ing to music is that Pey-
ton said he's noticed a
relationship between per-
former and audience. 

“There's just something
I've always noticed,” Pey-
ton said. “Whenever
there's people playing
music when it's supposed
to be background music or
like street performers,
there's always someone
directly in front of them
that's forgotten the rest of
the world.”

However, the musician
doesn't seem to be af-
fected.

“You never notice it
when you're playing,”
Peyton said. “There's
something about music
that's like a haze. There's
something about it where
everything else doesn't
matter.”

Dani Lin carries on the
conversation about the ins
and outs of sushi as he
neatly forms rice in a
thick line down a sheet of
seaweed. He stands at his
work station surrounded
by colorful chunks of red,
pink and white raw fish.

With a few quick mo-
tions, the little line now
spreads over the green
rectangle. Three flicks of
his knife later and some
avocados are cut and
placed on the sheet.

“It looks easy, but it
takes years of practice,”
he says, rolling the sheet
in a bamboo mat, forming
it into a square, and after
a few more knife flicks, it
sits on the plate in six per-
fectly even pieces. 

He places a dab of
wasabi and pickled ginger
and it's out to a customer. 

The whole process takes
him 30 seconds. 

Lin's quick work comes
from three years spent
training in Japan and
more than 10 years mak-
ing sushi in restaurants in
New York and Minnesota.

And he's now part of a
trio of Minnesota trans-
plants in Newton as a
partner in Fuji Japanese
Bistro.

The other two include
Ken Chong, who runs the
front of the house, and
Tim Chang, who runs the
kitchen in the back. The
three met working at a
Japanese restaurant
called Osaka and decided
to take the plunge and
open a Japanese restau-
rant together. 

“We had to change our
lives; we had to do our
own business; we try to in-
vest,” Chong said. “Each
skill is different.”

Chong said the group
did market research and
believes there's a niche in
Newton for the restau-
rant. 

“We had to try some-
thing different. And bring
some new stuff in New-
ton,” he said.

The restaurant operates

in the previous location of
Asian buffets such as
Jackie Chan's. Chong said
that while that may be the
expectation of people, it's
not what the restaurant
does. 

“The buffet is too bor-
ing,” he said. “That's been
around a long time. This is
something different.” 

Chong is right that it is
a singular dining experi-
ence in Newton. It's a sit-
down restaurant that
offers mostly Japanese
dishes, including tempura,
seaweed salad, sushi,
sashimi—chunks of raw
fish served with rice—
udon noodles, miso soup

and yakisoba. 
There's an emphasis on

presentation, whether it's
the cherry on top of a sea-
weed salad, the long tem-
pura fried pieces of shrimp
formed into a teepee by a
fried onion ring or the dip-
ping sauce and carrot gar-
nish that comes with
probably the most common
place thing on the menu,
crab Rangoon. 

Chong thinks that sushi
is growing in popularity
and the restaurant can
build up a customer base,
exposing people to the
dishes and converting
them using good, fresh in-
gredients. 

“Sushi is popular right
now and healthy and more
tasty,” he said, adding that
people still eat a lot of hi-
bachi-grilled and tempura-
fried items. 

He said with his raw
items it’s often about pro-
viding exposure to people,
and he gets asked a lot
what sushi or raw fish
tastes like. 

“I say it tastes good,” he
said with a laugh. 

Chong said usually it's
fish people are familiar
with that they'll try first
raw, like salmon, and then
tuna. 

Don't expect to see any
fish more familiar than
that on the menu. He
laughed when asked about
a locally sourced catfish
roll. He said regulations
prevent him from serving
freshwater fish, which
doesn't taste as good raw.
The raw menu is com-
posed of all saltwater crea-
tures, coming mostly from
colder waters. 

“Coldwater fish is best,”
he said. “We have fresh

fish. We order fish from
Texas usually.”

For the less adventur-
ous, there are plenty of
cooked rolls, like the spe-
cialty cowboy roll, one of
Lin and Chong's favorites,
which includes shrimp, av-
ocado, cream cheese and
filet mignon. 

Lin said the tempura
fried rolls the restaurant
serves are also popular
items. Chang is the star of
that show, breading just
about everything—shrimp,
chicken, broccoli, squash,
carrot—and serving it up
light and crisp.

The menu has a wide
variety of options, and on
the sushi side, Lin said he
has most of the recipes in
his head. He added that
his time working the busi-
nesses gives him a good
idea of what the customers
like and what will sell.

The group is banking on

understanding what New-
ton customers like and
making a go of it. It's
turned into a fairly popu-
lar lunch location early on,
offering under $10 lunch
“box” meals that include
soup, salad, rice, a Califor-
nia roll, shrimp dumpling
or crab Rangoon, half an
orange and an entree such
as shrimp or chicken tem-
pura. 

Chong said business is
still growing, and he hopes
to keep it that way by
serving good food and pro-
viding good service. It's his
job to ensure both, and
customers can see him
constantly moving around,
speaking with patrons,
pitching in on service and
working on quality control. 

“We try to know they
are happy when they
leave,” he said. “We try to
have very fresh stuff.
Fresh is better.”
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Business Insurance 
Tailored For You.

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114

If you can
DREAM IT,
We can 
BUILD IT! 1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114BUILD IT!
We can 

DREAM IT,
If you can

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114

1023 Washington Road, , KS 67114

Furniture Warehouse
200 N. Main, Newton  

The Boss is Gone Again!
We’re going to sell this stuff 

regardless the price...

316-283-8536
1-800-439-0271

WHAT HE DOESN’T KNOW WON’T HURT HIM!

HUGE Sale The Week!
Bring your trucks & trailers. Cash Discounts.

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

Sit-down Sushi/Japanese restaurant offers unique experience
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Dani Lin rolls a sushi roll. Lin makes the work look quick and easy but
said the action takes years of practice. 

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
From left, Dani Lin, Ken Chong and Tim Chang stand behind the sushi bar at Fuji Japanese Bistro, 512 N.
Main St. in Newton. The three met each other working at a restaurant in Minnesota and made the decision to
go to Newton to open their own restaurant. 

What to get
It's close to the Newton Now office and has been sam-

pled a few times now. The shrimp tempura lunch box or
any of the lunch specials mostly cost less than $10 and
come with more than enough food to keep you full or in-
duce a post lunch coma. The two times we've tried the
tempura, it's been light crisp and not an overly oily fry. 

Don't be afraid to ask what exactly something is, as we
had to do with many items. It's quicker than constantly
searching on your phone. 

Regular sushi rolls are relatively cheap compared to Wi-
chita prices. Ken Chong said one of his favorite raw rolls is
the yellowtail roll. Also having tried the roll on a previous
visit, we liked it as well; it’s rich, mild and buttery.

On the specialty side, Chong said the earthquake roll is
one of the most popular; it features spicy crab salmon tuna
and snapper. 

One of Dani Lin's favorites is the Beauty and the Beast
roll, which features both spicy and non-spicy tuna, salmon,
yellow tail, and avocado. 

The restaurant also serves a variety of grilled items from
seafood to steak as well as various noodle dishes.

PEYTON
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Ben Peyton plays guitar Wednesday, Feb. 22, at Mojo's in North New-
ton. 



When the state swim
meet comes to an end, a
certain amount of celebra-
tion is in order for the
Newton High School swim
team. The tradition for
Newton involves the team
locking itself in the pool
for a team party that goes
through the night and into
the next day. And although
this year involved boats
and a movie projected on
the natatorium wall, the
team also has a very seri-
ous motive for the gather-
ing. 

For another year, the
Newton swimmers swam a
100-mile relay to raise
money for the Make-a-
Wish Foundation to help
grant a wish for local chil-
dren facing life-threaten-
ing disease.

“Make-a-Wish Founda-
tion is an organization
that the boys started to be-
come a part of a few years

ago,” Newton head swim
coach Kim Powell said.
“When I became coach we
continued the tradition so
they grant a wish to an
area child through the
foundation. Tonight we
had a great representative
here and from Make-a-
Wish we had a bunch of
support. The kids have
done a lot of amazing
fundraising outside this
night, which helps to bring
awareness.”

The Newton swimmers
set up a table to collect do-
nations from students dur-
ing lunch and have also
sold t-shirts for the event.
Every year they design a
new shirt for the Swim for
a Wish event. This year’s
shirts are still available
for purchase, with pro-
ceeds going to Make-a-
Wish. 

Bill Richter has been a
long-time wish granter
with the foundation, an
endeavor that has been
heartbreaking at times,
but always rewarding.

What makes it worth it for
Richter is being able to
grant the kids and their
families a break from the
gravity of the situation
and be able to have fun.
Sometimes it is easy to
think of life-threatening
illness striking far away
unknown people. Richter
offers a different reality.

“The community needs
to understand that these
children live, work, play or
their families do, live,

work and play here in the
community,” Richter said.
“And they are hit with a
life-threatening, life-
changing disease. Most of
our kids, I want to say the
percentage right now are
survivors. We lose very
few. But the cost is stag-
gering because it is not
just the child that goes.
The whole family goes.”

The cost of granting
wishes can run up to
$18,000 or $20,000, mean-

ing it takes a lot of help to
provide the opportunity
for kids and their families
to live out a dream. And
the Make-a-Wish Founda-
tion runs extremely low
administrative cost at
around 10 percent, mean-
ing out of every dollar do-
nated about 90 cents goes
to a wish.

For the cost of a dona-
tion, a child and their fam-
ily get a lot. They get to
experience a once-in-a-life-
time vacation or thrill. But
they also get so much
more.

“It gives the kid a break
from the medical routine
usually,” Richter said.
“And it gives the parents a
break from the intensive
treatment schedule they
go through. They get to go
off and do something and
relax as a family unit

away from a hospital set-
ting, and it does make a
big difference in kids’
lives.”

For the swimmers, it is
not only an opportunity to
give back to the commu-
nity with a marathon
swim, but it is also an op-
portunity to have fun with
each other. Though the
distance is daunting, the
purpose behind it keeps
them swimming.

“It will be pretty rough,”
Newton senior Shaedon
Wedel said. “I am kind of
nervous about that, but I
think we will do it. It goes
for a good cause so I am
excited for it.”

“They want to have
fun,” Powell said. “They
eat, they are playing and
then we are going to watch
movies later. It is a great
way to end the season.” 

said the parks board was
split on the proposal.

The parks open for the
season April 1, and com-
missioners will have to
make a decision in the
coming weeks to allow for
publication of the neces-
sary legal ads.

Commissioners weighed
another potentially con-
tentious issue before ap-
proving dedications of a
plat for a five-acre tract at
4201 NW 96th. Planning
and Zoning Director Gina
Bell said Scott and Wanda
Miller purchased a house
on the property in 2005.
County zoning ordinances
require tracts of 40 acres
for houses built in unin-
corporated areas. 

Bell said the five-acre
tract was out of compli-
ance, which means no
building permits could be
issued for the property. By
approving the plat dedica-
tions, commissioners
brought the property into
compliance, thus allowing
the Millers to sell the
house.

Westfall said he didn’t
necessarily agree with
what the Millers did, but
he said a lot more proper-

ties than commissioners
realized were out of com-
pliance with the 40-acre
rule. 

Hague seconded West-
fall’s motion to approve
the plat. He added that
commissioners needed to
consider doing away with
the 40-acre requirement
because it wasn’t being
followed “90 percent of
the time.”

Keith Lawing, senior
administrator with the
Regional Economic Area
Partnership, presented
outgoing County Adminis-
trator John Waltner with
a plaque recognizing him
for outstanding leader-
ship. He said he worked
with Waltner for 13 years
and couldn’t express the
appreciation he had for
him. REAP comprises 26
local governments in the
region. 

Waltner said usually
someone had to have a fu-
neral to have things said
about him. His last day
with the county was Tues-
day.

In other business, com-
missioners:

Approved a job descrip-
tion for the county admin-
istrator position. Anthony
Swartzendruber replaced
Waltner in that role be-
ginning Wednesday.

Heard from County Ap-
praiser Craig Clough that
property values went up 2
percent in the county.
Residential properties in-
creased 2 percent, and
commercial increased 11
percent. New construction
fueled a lot of the com-
mercial increase, includ-
ing the new YMCA
building. Land owners
will be receiving tax state-
ments later this week,
and they have 30 days in
which to challenge their
valuations.

Authorized Parks Di-
rector Kass Miller to seek
bids for the annual fish
stockings and for a mow-
ing contract for the
county’s parks. He said
the parks department had
a several extra thousand
dollars in the budget this
year for the stockings.

Approved an amended
bid of $43,000 from Mur-
phy Tractor & Equipment
for a John Deere skid
steer for the solid waste
department. Commission-
ers approved a low bid of
$41,000 on Feb. 21, but
the bid didn’t met specifi-
cations because the skid
steer didn’t have a high-
flow pump. Commissioner
Randy Hague said if a bid
didn’t meet specifications
in the future, commission-

ers should move on to the
next lowest bid.

Approved the annual
noxious weed eradication
plan after hearing the an-
nual report from Director
Rex Yohn.

Heard the annual com-
munity health assessment
from Health Department
Director Lynnette Reding-
ton. Nearly 13 percent of
Harvey County residents
experience food insecurity,
and the percentage of stu-
dents who receive free or
reduced school lunches in-
creased from 46.8 to 50.8
percent between 2009-14.
Harvey also has a higher
percentage of its Medicare
population who suffer
from depression than the
state or national aver-
ages.

Approved conditional-
use permits for Brandon
Jameson, who is launch-
ing a bulk rock and mulch
business at 5618 W 1st,
and for Grace Hill Winery,
6310 S. Grace Hill Road,
to be able to sell liquor by
the drink.

Paid weekly bills total-
ing $121,728.83.
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614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

Hale's Sales and Service
804 SE 125th N
Sedgwick, Ks 67135

Ph# 316.772.5853
Fax 316.772.0043

www.halessalesandservice.com

Hale's Sales as Sales and Servicea
804 S

ww .halessalesandserwww

Fax 316.772.0043
Ph# 316.772.5853

Sedgwick, Ks 67135
804 SE 125th N

.comviceandser

Acrylic Paintings for Sale
by Virgil Penner

Mojos Coffee Shop
Bethel College 

Campus

Gust Orthodontics
store window 
504 N. Main

Available at:

&

Check out website: virgilapennerart.com

 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

on our classified page.

Contact:
Natalie Hoffman

natalie@hillsborofreepress.com
620-947-5702

Advertise your: JOB OPENING,
ITEM FOR SALE, RENTAL, LOST &   
FOUND, WANTED ITEM....TODAY!

Hillsboro Free Press
Newton NOW

THE HERINGTON TIMES

PARKS
From Page 1

Decker killed Friday
in one-vehicle accident

Alycia M. Decker of
Peabody was killed dur-
ing a one-vehicle acci-
dent last week west of
Peabody in the 1300
block of 60th.

She was wearing her
seatbelt, and she has
numerous relatives in
Newton.

At about 6:15 a.m.
Friday, Feb. 24, the
Marion County Sheriff ’s
Office dispatch received
a call of an injury acci-
dent at that location, ac-
cording to a sheriff ’s
office news release.
Emergency responders
from Marion County

Sheriff ’s Office, Peabody
Police Department, Mar-
ion County EM, Marion
County EMS and
Peabody Fire responded.

After arriving, respon-
ders discovered a 2006
Pontiac Grand AM,
which had been east-
bound on 60th, that had
left the roadway to the
south, striking a utility
pole. The vehicle then
overturned and ended
up in the pasture south
of the road.

Decker was pro-
nounced dead at the
scene by Dr. Don Hod-
son, and she was trans-
ported to Baker Funeral
Home.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

Newton Commission honors John Waltner

It was a county employee who
took center stage at the Newton
City Commission meeting Mon-
day night. 

The agenda was small on action
items but big on praise for outgo-
ing County Administrator John
Waltner. Multiple board members
thanked him, and Mayor Barth
Hague made a long speech to
Waltner, who served as the county
administrator for seven years and
as Mayor of Hesston for 25 years.

“You set a bar that's high and
that most of us who serve in poli-
tics or serve the public aspire to,”
Hague said. 

City Manager Bob Myers cred-
ited Waltner for helping create a
better working relationship be-
tween the city and county and
both acknowledged being close
friends. 

Waltner, in turn, spoke about
how public service was a gift and
how much he enjoyed his career
and working with so many tal-
ented people in governments
throughout the county. 

He also said that the two
largest governing bodies in the
county should continue to work
together. 

“It is important we maintain,

nurture and
cultivate the
relationships
that allow
our organiza-
tions work
together,”
Waltner said.
“Our citizens
deserve it.”

Waltner
said he had
no specific
plans for retire-
ment, though his young grand-
daughter was present and he
might spend some time being a
grandpa. 

As Waltner sat down, Myers
said that since he hadn't listed
any plans for his retirement, the
next proclamation would be apro-
pos. The proclamation was for
gambling awareness. The joke
elicited a slow roll of chuckles at
first.

“I should have expected dry
humor, and there it is,” Hague
said as the punch line continued
to land in the crowd. 

In other news:
At a work session before the

meeting, the city briefly heard
about the plight of the City of
Sedgwick and how its EMS serv-
ice will no longer be licensed.
Myers said he believes the City of
Halstead will come to a short-

term agreement with Sedgwick to
provide EMS services.

At the work session, the city
also heard about the possibilities
of hiring Strategic Government
Resources to help provide train-
ing to employees and administra-
tion on customer service and
cultivating a “culture of service.”

The group wants to hold a semi-
nar at the Meridian Center in
June. Thirty members of city staff
would be able to attend the larger
seminar, plus have a private day
with the group putting it on. That
would cost $6,000. The city com-
mission would also have the op-
tion of having a private session
with the group for $2,000. No de-
cisions were made, but the com-
mission sounded generally
amicable toward the idea.

The Newton City Commission
honored Delany Cowden for her
participation in the first state
girls wrestling tournament, recog-
nized NHS boys swim team mem-
bers who qualified and
participated at the state champi-
onship swim meet.

The government signed a reso-
lution declaring its full support
for countywide emergency pre-
paredness collaboration.

The city held a 35-minute exec-
utive session at the work session
to discuss non-elected personnel
and pending litigation.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Waltner

Newton High School swimmers go 100 miles for the Make-a-Wish Foundation
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
From left, Erica Beebe, Ryan Hirsh and Noah Massanari cheer on a
swimmer from their boats in the Newton High School swimming pool
during the NHS Swim for a Wish event on Feb. 24.

Police blotter to return in coming weeks
If you're looking for the police blotter, and have

been missing it, the Newton Police Department an-
nounced that public postings of it would be on hold
as the department worked to hire another person re-
sponsible for uploading it. 

We've spoken to the department, which agreed to
provide hard copies of arrests and crimes to the
paper each week until they get the position filled. We
apologize for the inconvenience. 
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Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

FT – Press Operators 
$12.50/hr All shifts

FT - General Labor 
$10-$13/hr All shifts

FT - Maintenance 
$15/hr BOE

If you enjoy caring
for the elderly, come

be a part of our team!

Diversicare of Council
Grove has openings for

CNAs. Apply at
http://www.dvcr.com

For questions, call Becky
Johnson, RN DON or

Betty Cox RN ADON at 
620-767-5172.

EOE and Drug Free Facility

Office Administrator - General Office
Growing financial services firm is looking for a person

with good communication skills to handle varied 
responsibilities including heavy phone and 

face-to-face client contact for entry-level position. 
Must be organized self-started. 

To be considered for this position, apply online at 
www.edwardjones.com/careers

Equal Opportunity Employer

Your classified ad will appear in both the Hillsboro Free Press and Newton Now...
reaching every Marion County household and Newton Now subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display: $12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25.50)

Call 620-947-5702 
or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

THE HERINGTON TIMES

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!

Full Time Concrete Laborers 
in Newton, Kansas 

M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Previous concrete or construction 

experience is a plus but we do offer 
on-the-job-training as well.

Excellent benefits including health/ 
dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 

retirement, vacation and holidays. 
Please contact the main office at

2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 
an application or 

call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

Prestressed Concrete is seeking

Accepting applications for
the full-time position of Me-
chanic.  This is a 40 hour a
week position and is a non-
exempt position under FLSA.
This position is responsible
for performing equipment
and vehicle maintenance, re-
pair gas and diesel engines,
small engines, and hy-
draulics.  This employee
should possess a strong me-
chanical and technical apti-
tude, with effective
communication and public
relation skills, and pass the
required drug test. High
School diploma or GED re-
quired.  Salary range D.O.Q.
Application deadline March
31, 2017.  Applications and
complete Job Description
may be obtained from City of
Herington, 17 North Broad-
way, Herington, KS 67449,
785-258-2271. EOE.

HELP WANTED:  

MECHANIC

Hillsboro Industries is looking for an 

Experienced Painters
with a good work history.

We offer competitive wages and benefits

Stop by 220 Industrial Road and 
fill out an application

Hillsboro Industries
220 Industrial Road, Hillsboro, KS 67063

620.947.3127

We are seeking a part-time 

ROUTE DRIVER
to distribute our newspaper to various locations

throughout Marion County on Tuesday 
afternoons. Send cover letter and resume to: 
Hillsboro Free Press, 116 S. Main, Hillsboro, KS
67063 or e-mail nancy@hillsborofreepress.com

PART-TIME HELP NEEDED IN HERINGTON
We are a local provider of janitorial cleaning services. 

Must be available three evenings per week. 
Good wage, uniform, and training provided. 

Start soon, long term position with potential for more hours.
Email resume to i-serve@live.com

or call 316-409-8096 to arrange interview.

1 Employment
DRIVERS: Excellent Pay & Benefits 100%
pd. Med Options CDL A or B haz & tank.
Min. 1yr exp EEO Employer/Vet/Disabled
Sun Coast: 855-347-9590. 9-3tp

2 Merchandise

Automobile
For Sale: White 1999 Ford F-150 Triton V8
truck, with 3 tool boxes, runs good. $2,500.
620-381-0633. 9-1tp

Wanted
Wanted: Barnwood, old doors, porch posts
& windows. 620-382-6393. 7-4tc

3 Announcements

Estate Sale
Large estate sale!
Furniture,housewares,New items,Salt &
pepper collections,books,puzzles,teacher
resources,homemade Strawberry jam and
other baked goods. Nellie & Leanne Penner
608 s Ash, Hillsboro. parking on street
permitted.Fri. 3-8 p.m. & Sat. 7-3. 9-1tp
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4 For Rent

Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn 

Large 1 Bedroom Apt. Hillsboro for 1 Re-
sponsible Adult. Partially furnished. Quite
neighborhood. May consider obedient dog.
620-947- 3535 leave a message. 7-tfn

Nice, quiet, 2 BR Newton Apartment.  Joe
Robb 316-284-4202. 8-2tc

Public Announcement

3 Announcements

Homes
211 S. Lincoln. Hillsboro. 4 bedroom, 1

bath Victorian house available immediately.

Kitchen appliances furnished.  No smoking.

No pets.  620-877-7887.52-tfn

2 bedroom house with appliances, CH/A,

located in Hillsboro. 620-245-1648. 7-4tp

For Rent in Peabody! 2 bed house with

stove, fridge and garage. Washer/dryer in-

cluded, no pets, no smoking. $400/month.

316-617-8396 8-2tp

Clean and remodeled 2 bedroom apart-

ments avaliable. 110 N. Jefferson, Hillsboro.

$450. Covered parking, central heat and

air. Call 620-343-9800 or 316-772-2597. 9-

9tp

4 For Rent

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1600.00 in KC.  $2100.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call
785 655 9430 or go online to
Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, availability
& Freight estimates.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Class A OTR, Regional home weekly, End
Dump Drivers For Newly Expanded Busi-
ness. Late Model Peterbilts & Raven Trail-
ers, Vacation Pay, Health Ins, 401K. Call
(800) 776-5672.

Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori
ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

Misc.

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BATTERIES
for Life!  Call to start your free trial!  877-
687-4650

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions accepted.
Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-268-9386

Lenders Offering Special Gov’t Programs
for Mobile Homes and $0 Down for Land
Owners. Promo homes with reduced down
payments. Use Tax Refund for additional
incentives. Singles from $39,900. Doubles
from $59,900  866-858-6862

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Lung Cancer?  And 60+ Years Old?  If So,
You And Your Family May Be Entitled To A
Significant Cash Award.  Call 866-327-
2721 To Learn More.  No Risk.  No Money
Out Of Pocket.

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA
approved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying
your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan Modifi-
cation? Is the bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner's Relief Line now for
Help!  855-401-4513

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL & IN)
(MCN)

A childless married couple seeks to adopt.
Will be hands-on mom & devoted dad. Fi-
nancial security. Expenses PAID. Call Holly
& Tiger. 1-800-790-5260 (ask for Adam)
(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-
0205 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
Drive with Uber. You'll need a Smartphone.
It's fun and easy. For more information,
call: 1-800-902-9366 (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.homemoney77.com (MCN)

TRUCK DRIVERS. CDL-A Company Drivers
and Owner Operators. Great pay and ben-
efits. Driver friendly. All miles paid. Many
bonuses. Home when needed. Nice equip-
ment. Paid weekly. WWW.MCFGTL.COM
Call now 507-437-9905 (MCN)

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 Weekly
Mailing Brochures From Home! No Expe-
rience Required. Helping home workers
since 2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start
Immediately! www.IncomeMailers.net (VOID
IN SD, WI) (MCN)

Over the Road carrier seeking experienced
drivers. Midwest and west coast, no east
coast. Drivers average 3,000+ miles per
week, loaded and empty miles paid. Call
recruiting 1-800-645-3748 www.gfltruck.com
(MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, call: 866-871-
1626 (MCN)

FOR SALE
FRUIT & NUT TREES.Blueberry, Strawberry,
Grape, Asparagus, Evergreen & Hardwood
Plants & MORE! FREE catalog. WOOD-
STOCK NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95,
Neillsville, WI 54456. Toll Free 888-803-
8733 wallace-woodstock.com (MCN)

Fuel Trailer Close-Out Sale!TOW Dollies 4
models Starting at $999.00; 6’X12’ Vnose,
ramp door $2,750.00; 4-Place Snowmo-
biletrailers SAVE$$; Scissor lift trailers;
Dump trailers 14 Models starting at
$2,799.00; Trailer Repairs & 100’s of trailer
parts. www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com
515-972-4554 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 1-800-263-4059 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer! FREE BATTERIES
for Life! Call to start your free trial! 855-
982-0724 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-
800-795-9687 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed.
No contract or commitment. We buy your
existing contract up to $500! 1-800-919-
3588 (MCN)

Exede satellite internet. Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-
800-712-9365 (MCN)

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming. FREE Install (up
to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-800-
390-3140 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-442-
5148 (MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. Call
NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! Call Now! 1-888-
607-9294 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock in 2-Year Price
Guarantee ($50/month) w/AT&T Wireless.
Over 145 Channels PLUS Popular Movie
Networks for Three Months, No Cost! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card when
you sign up today - Limited time only.
CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
(MCN)

Attention Roofers and Contractors!! Are
you looking for more income, free time
and/or owning your own business? Seeking
individuals to apply commercial spray-on
roof coatings. Must be honest, highly mo-
tivated, teachable & reachable. Start-up
fee includes training. Serious inquiries
only. Call 1-855-222-1986 today,for more
info! (MCN)

Cell phone bill too high? Call now and see
how big you can save. National 4G cover-
age for less! 855-549-9399 (MCN)

Paying too much for car insurance?Not
sure? Want better coverage? Call now for
a free quote and learn more today! 855-
417-7382 (MCN)

Stop paying too much for cable, and get
DISH today. Call 855-589-1962 to learn
more about our special offers! (MCN)

Have you or a loved one had lung cancer?
Call NOW to see if you are eligible for
compensation! 855-553-4502 (MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid op-
erators, just real people like you. Browse
greetings, exchange messages and connect
live. Try it free. Call now: 800-357-4970
(MCN)

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS
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State parties select candidates for Fourth Congressional District 

The Kansas Democratic
and Republican Parties
have selected their candi-
dates to run for the open
Fourth Congressional

District's seat following
Rep. Mike Pompeo's de-
parture. 

Both parties held votes
to decide their candi-
dates, with the Republi-
cans nominating Ron
Estes and the Democrats
nominating James
Thompson.

Ron Estes has served
as the state treasurer
since 2010 and served as
the vice president of the
Kansas Republican Party.
He also served two terms
as Sedgwick County
treasurer. 

James Thompson works
as a civil rights attorney

in Wichita and was a U.S.
Army Veteran serving in
the Presidential Honor
Guard from 1990-1994. 

Thompson beat out for-
mer Kansas State Treas-
urer and former
Democratic Minority
Leader Dennis McKinney
by three votes grabbing

21 delegates to McKin-
ney's 18. 

Estes’ closest chal-
lenger was Alan Cobb,
who formerly worked
with the Trump cam-
paign and served as a
lobbyist for Koch Indus-
tries. Cobb finished with
43 delegate votes, com-

pared to Estes' 66. Todd
Tiahrt finished with 17
delegate votes. 

The Kansas Libertar-
ian Party nominated
Chris Rockhold of Wi-
chita to run in the race.

The vote to fill the seat
will take place on Tues-
day, April 11. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Bielek announces resignation as BCAPA works toward restructuring

NORTH NEWTON—
Danika Bielek an-
nounced her resignation
as executive director of
Bethel College Academy
of Performing Arts
(BCAPA), effective July

31.
“With BCAPA’s moving

on to Bethel’s campus, it
is the right time to re-
structure our administra-
tion to fit with our
organization’s current
and future needs,” Bielek
said.

Construction started at
the beginning of this
month to renovate part of
the basement of Bethel’s
Memorial Hall as the
new home of BCAPA.

“Our board has been
working well to reshape
what will be two posi-

tions opening up—execu-
tive director and dance
program director,” Bielek
continued. “More restruc-
turing may occur later to
help with administrative
efficiency.”

Bielek started with
BCAPA in 2009 as ad-

ministrative director. She
added the position of
dance program director
in 2011. 

In 2012, her role
shifted to that of execu-
tive director while con-
tinuing to serve as dance
director.

“BCAPA has been a
wonderful place to work,”
Bielek said. “I’ve been
fortunate to be there at a
time of so much exciting
growth, not only in en-
rollment but also in edu-
cational and
artistic possibilities.

FOR NEWTON NOW
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SPORTS

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton senior Logan Treaster elevates the leg of his opponent, Will Spexarth from Goddard, in the 120-pound third place match of the 5A
state wrestling tournament on Feb. 25 at Hartman Arena in Park City. Treaster finished third with a 3-1 win over Spexarth in sudden victory. 

State wrestling
Treaster goes out on a win after suffering a devastating loss

As easy as Logan
Treaster has made it look
in the last four years, he
would be the first to tell
you that wrestling is a
tough sport. It is combat.
Matches are stopped for
“blood time.” Cauliflower
ear isn’t so much a dis-
figuring scar as much as
it is a badge of honor.

And the smallest of
mistakes can erase a
state-championship
dream in a split second.

The one mistake
Treaster made against
Mason Turner from
Kansas City Schlagle in
the semifinals led to a 5-
point deficit and resulted
in a 6-4 loss for Treaster
that had the top-ranked
120-pounder settling for
third with a 3-1 win over
Will Spexarth from God-
dard in sudden victory.

“I am pretty heartbro-
ken in all honesty,”
Treaster said. “I did not
sleep much last night,
quite frankly. It hurts a
lot. I feel like I out-
worked everyone for
that. And one move and
that is it. It hurts really
bad. But I mean, I am
happy that I got out with

a win. I did not want my
last match to be a loss.”

The third place finish
wrapped a career of 140
wins and nine losses.
Treaster never finished
lower than third place in
his four years qualifying
for the state tournament.
He won a state title at
113 pounds as a sopho-
more in 2015.

He wanted another
state title to keep that
one company, but it was-
n’t meant to be.

The pain of the loss
had Treaster reeling on
Friday. He had an awful
lot of questions but
wasn’t really getting
much in the way of an-
swers.

“I told myself that I
was going to wrestle for
myself at that point,”
Treaster said. “It was me
wanting to finish out
with two strong wins. I
just kept saying my
prayers and just kept
asking God to please
help me and get me
through this. I was kind
of in a dark place yester-
day and not really happy
and just asking why.”

After taking the loss in
the semifinals, Treaster
had a good look at what
a cruel mistress the sport
of wrestling can be. But

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Logan Treaster keeps his game face on after taking a 3-1 sudden vic-
tory win over Will Spexarth from Goddard to take third at the 5A state
tournament at Hartman Arena in Park City in the final wrestling
match of his career. See TREASTER / 14

Hendrickson’s
wild ride finishes
in the state finals

As the finalists in the
5A state tournament take
the mat to warm up at
Hartman Arena just be-
fore the championship
matches take place, St.
James Academy’s 182-
pound monster Clay
Lautt starts walking on
his hands. He then lowers
his head down to the mat
and presses himself up in
a sort of inverted pushup
while doing a handstand. 

It is a display of comic
book superhero balance
and upper body strength
that is part of the reason
why he is heading to
North Carolina to con-
tinue his wrestling career
with the Tar Heels. And it
is part of the reason why
he is the only 182-pound
wrestler in the state re-
gardless of class ranked
above Newton’s Wyatt
Hendrickson.

But while a lot of
wrestlers may blast metal
through their headphones
before a match, getting
amped up, Hendrickson
went into his finals
match doing the same
thing he had been doing
sitting around all day:
keeping himself calm.

“I don’t try to psych
myself out,” Hendrickson
said. “He is like a two,
three-time Fargo All-
American, a world team
member you know? That
can get to you. But I just
try to listen to everything
that calms me down. I
can think positive, just
like I would with any
other wrestler. People lis-
ten to the big rock music.
I like to listen to the mo-

tivational stuff. They are
not yelling in your ear. I
like that. It is a lot more
smooth. You want to be
nice and fluid with your
moves and be like silk.”

In the finals, it was a
rough match for Hen-
drickson. Lautt earned
the third state champi-
onship of his high school
career with a 17-9 win
over Hendrickson. But for
the Newton sophomore to
be on the same mat with
Lautt as the last two
standing took nothing
short of a meteoric rise
for Hendrickson through-
out the season.

Entering the year, no
one knew the name Wyatt
Hendrickson. And no one
would have given him
much of a chance to be
the best chance of seeing
Lautt anywhere except as
a sacrificial lamb early in
the tournament. 

But as the season went
along, Hendrickson
started seeing a direct
correlation between the
amounts of work he put
in with big results. One
by one, he started beating
people above him in the
rankings. It was a steady
climb up the ladder
throughout the season
that came up one rung
short of the top while
opening eyes and drop-
ping jaws along the way.

But in spite of the mas-
sive amount of improve-
ment in his sophomore
season, Hendrickson was
reminded in the state fi-
nals that he still has a
ton of work to do in order
to get on Lautt’s level at
the very top of the sport.
And perhaps no one
knows better than Hen-

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton sophomore Wyatt Hendrickson wrestles with Clay Lautt from
St. James Academy in the 5A state finals at Hartman Arena in Park
City. Hendrickson went from a state-wide unknown at the beginning
of the season to the state finals against one of the best wrestlers in
the state. 

See WRESTLE / 14

Wedel wraps career with a monster time drop at state

Newton senior swim-
mer Shaedon Wedel does-
n’t have much in the way
of a rigid, superstitious
routine before he dives
into the pool for a race.
He is sure to please every
concerned mother in the
country by not eating a
lot before he jumps in the
pool. He makes sure to
remind himself to give it
his all, especially in the
final meet of his high
school swimming career
and he prays for everyone
in the heat to do their
best. That is about it.

And at the state meet
in Topeka, there was
nothing routine about the
drop in time he saw in
the 200-yard individual
medley in which he fin-
ished 12th with a 2:05.55
in the event.

“I was stuck at a time
of 2:16 the whole season,”
Wedel said. “I just
couldn’t get under that.
Going to state and cut-
ting 10 seconds in the
200 IM, I couldn’t explain
that. You talk to someone

who shaves and suits and
tapers down to state and
they will cut a few sec-
onds. But cutting up to
like 10 or 11 seconds, you
don’t hear that very
often. But I was very
pleased with all the
swims, and it was a great
meet, especially with the

amount of people that we
had.”

Wedel dropped about
five seconds in the 100
breaststroke to get him-
self in the A finals where
he took seventh with a
1:01.73 as well.

The meet was the last
of the career for Wedel,

who will be heading to
Wichita State University
after high school to begin
his college education. He
is leaning toward a de-
gree in business but will
keep an open mind as he
dives into general educa-
tion. His swim career

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton senior Shaedon Wedel swims his leg of the 400-yard freestyle relay at the Maize swim meet on
Dec. 3. 

See WEDEL / 15

Entz signs with first-ever
FC Wichita in the Women’s

Premier Soccer League

On Feb. 24, Brookelynn Entz waits with her
Railer teammates in the Newton High School com-
mons. It is the last day of preseason conditioning be-
fore spring practices kick off in earnest, and the
girls are ready to stop running around the high
school and get to playing soccer. Because this is the
last day, it will be filled with more fun and games
than hard-nosed conditioning. 

But even with conditioning now in the rear view,
the work load for Entz only continues to grow. After
recently signing to continue her career playing for
Kansas State University next year, Entz has signed
one of the first contracts to play for the first FC Wi-
chita womens team, joining fellow Kansans Whitney
Berry, Jami Reichenberger and Peyton Vincze as the
first members of the new team competing nationally
in the Women’s Premier Soccer League.

“This senior year has been kind of crazy with
everything that is going on,” Entz said. “But I am
excited to get this opportunity. This is something I
have been wanting to do. It is semi-professional so
maybe I can move up, because my dream has been
to play professionally for my whole life. So hopefully
this is a good opportunity for me to get noticed
maybe for something bigger.”

The four who were there join some other players

See ENTZ / 14



after rebounding to take
third for the second time
in his high school career
and taking a step back
from the immediate pain
of one tournament, it
turns out wrestling has
been pretty good to
Treaster. 

The sport struck a
heartbreaking blow at
Hartman Arena. But it
has given Treaster a drive
for improvement that has
set him up to get a stellar
education at the Naval
Academy. It is an educa-
tion that, without
wrestling, would have put
a hurt on his wallet that
would have made the pain
of losing a high school
match blush.

“I have stuff to fall back
on,” Treaster said. “I
worked so hard for this
and it is not for a com-
plete loss. All that work
that I put in got me a
$400,000 education for
free, so that is definitely a
positive.”

Not wanting to end his
high school career with a
loss, wrestling in the
third place match did pro-
vide one bit of familiar
ritual territory. He got to
be in the corner for the
beginning of his brother
Grant’s 106-pound third
place match and offer his
support there. It is some-
thing Logan has done all
season long as a show of
big brotherly support.
Having to wrestle in the
third place match this
year, it also had another
hidden benefit leading
into a tough match with
Spexarth in a rematch of
the regional final.

“It is kind of nice be-
cause all year long, being
able to be in his corner
and focusing on him, it

keeps my mind off the
match so I don’t have to
be focusing on it for so
long,” Logan said. “I can
just have two minutes
where maybe I have to
tune in and maybe the
match is up or sometimes
his match is still going
on while I am running up
to the table to go check
in. So it is kind of nice to
just keep my mind off of
things and have me focus
on something else and
try to coach him through
it.”

When it was time for
Logan to check in for the
final match of his high
school career, Grant was

trailing and in blood time
with an injured leg. It
wasn’t looking good. But
it was providing plenty of
things for Logan to focus
his mind on other than
the fact that he was
going to be wrestling in
the final high school
match ever.

Against Spexarth,
Logan stuck to the plan,
waiting for Spexarth to
tire in order to capitalize
on a mistake. It took
overtime, but Logan got
his mistake, and he capi-
talized for a third place
finish. When the match
was over, he got an unex-
pected surprise as well. 

“I find it funny because
he was down and he was
in blood time right when
I was going up to get in
so I didn’t know how that
match ended,” Logan
said. “I come back and
found out that he won so
it looked like he really
didn’t need me in his cor-
ner anyway.”

Though Logan didn’t
get the second state title
he was looking for, he
knows that his wrestling
career is far from over
and the challenges ahead
will push him harder
than he has ever been
pushed. And though the
pain of the loss hangs

over him, he has faith
that there is a reason be-
hind everything.

“I guess there is some
plan,” Logan said. “There

is always a plan for me.
Hopefully it means it will
just drive me harder. I
have got college to look
forward to.”
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drickson that next year
there may be someone qui-
etly working hard in order
surprise him.

“I am extremely ex-
cited,” Hendrickson said
about getting back to
work. “All of these guys I
have faced, 6A, both the
people in the finals [Jesse
Nunez and Aryus Jones], I
have beaten both of those
guys. Clay Lautt just hap-
pened to fall in 5A. For
next year, I know they will
be out of here. It is going
to be a lot better. I am def-
initely still going to train
my butt off this summer.
You never know. There

could be another guy be-
cause no one knew my
name, and I came all the
way into the finals. That
could happen again, so
you keep going. Don’t stop
and think, ‘They are all
out of here, I can stop.’ No.
You want to train that
much harder to push your-
self.”

Although Hendrickson
ran into probably the one
guy in the state in any
class that could beat him
in a state final, there was
no sitting around frowning
on the misfortune of the
draw. In fact, Hendrickson
was grateful for the oppor-
tunity to test himself
against an opponent who
is in a different galaxy
than everyone else. There

is no better way to learn
where he needs to be than
to be on the mat with Go-
liath.

“I’m glad I get to wrestle
those people,” Hendrick-
son said. “Now, I have
wrestled Clay and I know
what he does. All the good
guys, they do those same
moves. So now I go in the
offseason and those moves
that he got on me, I can
learn those counters so I
can score off of their
moves.”

Spending most of the
final round watching his
wrestling peers become
state champions in front of
their screaming fans and
make tearful leaps into
their coach’s arms, the vi-
sion for the future has

never so vivid. It was mo-
tivation leading up to the
match. And his story rid-
ing the wave of hard work
nearly to the top has made
him a guy it’s not hard for
even rivals to cheer for. 

“I want that to be me,”
Hendrickson said. “I want
to go out there. How
happy everyone is, they
are all pumped. I want to
have that excitement
when I wrestle, have
everyone cheering for you.
I have had plenty of
coaches from other teams
say, ‘I am rooting for you,’
you know, Ark City,
Maize.”

But that dream will
have to be put on hold
until he has another
chance next season.

WRESTLE
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Wyatt Hendrickson rides three-time state champion Clay Lautt from St.
James Academy in the third period of the 5A state finals at Harman
Arena in Park City. 

from K-State and KU,
who couldn’t make it be-
cause they were in col-
lege, to form the nucleus
of the new team. Open
tryouts will be in April
and the season starts in
May.

FC Wichita is an ama-
teur team that doesn’t
pay players, leaving the
women’s eligibility in high
school and college intact.
But with the season start-
ing in the middle of

crunch time for the Rail-
ers in May, Entz will have
to put her debut in Wi-
chita on hold.

“I don’t think I will be
able to play in the first
couple of games because I
will still be in high school
season,” Entz said. “I was
kind of disappointed
about that. But I am ex-
cited to start playing,
though, as soon as I can.”

Before she can take her
career to the next level at
K-State and Wichita,
there is plenty of unfin-
ished business to wrap up
in Newton. Last season,

the Railers were a
shootout against Kapaun
away from making the
state tournament. It was
a painful loss in front of a
home crowd that left an
impression on all of the
girls. This season, the
state tournament will be
at Bethel College. Should
the Railers be able to
push through, returning
nearly the entire team
from last year, they will
be able to take their large
partisan crowd with them
to state.

It is something the girls
have been bound and de-

termined to do since they
had to walk off Fischer
Field in the quarterfinals
a year ago. 

“State being at Bethel
is definitely a huge moti-
vator,” Entz said. “With
our crowd last year at
state quarterfinals, I
think if we get to Bethel,
get to state there, it is
going to be an amazing
crowd and an amazing at-
mosphere. Our goal is to
win a state championship
this year, and we are not
going to settle for any-
thing less than that.”

When the high school

season is over, FC Wichita
will provide a big bump
up in competition that
will pit Entz against some
of the best in the world
with the competition from
other teams, including na-
tional players from other
countries. And with that
competition comes the
dream opportunity to
maybe get noticed by the
international powerhouse
U.S. Womens National
Team, which has been a
dream for Entz for as long
as she has played the
game.

“It has definitely been a

dream for a long time,”
Entz said. “I remember
when I was younger I
used to watch Mia Hamm
and want to be like her
when I was little. They
have definitely inspired
me to play.”

But before she can get
to work at FC Wichita
and at K-State, it is back
to the final day of condi-
tioning.

“I think today since it is
our last day we are doing
a game day or some-
thing,” Entz said. “We are
really excited and excited
for the season to start.”

Newton High School Railers ready for postseason runs

With March comes the
time for elimination bas-
ketball with the Newton
sub-state tipping on
March 1 with the Railer
girls taking on Andover
and on March 2 with the
Railer boys facing off with
Valley Center. Both
games will be at 7 p.m. in
Ravenscroft Gym in New-
ton.

Newton Boys
For the Railer boys, the

sub-state opener against
Valley Center comes with
the opportunity for a little
revenge. The Railers
dropped a game to the
Hornets on Dec. 13, 72-66,
when Newton couldn’t
overcome a 27-18 first
quarter in the loss. 

Newton has grown a lot
since late 2016 and is en-
tering the tournament
looking to be a team no
one looks forward to play-

ing, starting with Valley
Center. The second time
around with the Hornets,
you can bet Valley Center
junior Tyler Brown will
have the full attention of
the Railers.

In the first game,
Brown lit up the score-
board in the first meeting
for 50 points. Brown is av-
eraging 29.2 points per
game through the regular
season picking up the
bulk of the Valley Center
scoring. But Wyatt Lange,
Joe Petrakis, Zach
Williams and Thayer Ter-
williger have all proved to
be valuable scorers as
well. Lange is averaging
double figures at 12.2
points per game with Pe-
trakis, Williams, and Ter-
williger all averaging
more than five points per
game.

Newton isn’t without its
prolific scoring. Freshman
standout Ty Berry started
the season as a very capa-
ble starter with no high

school experience under
his belt. He has only got-
ten better throughout the
season, averaging 21.5
points per game. Senior
Nathan Ahrens has been
a leader on the court and
has knocked down some
clutch shots all season
long. Ahrens has made
the most of his final sea-
son in Newton with 11.2
points per game. Sopho-
more Damarius Peterson
is coming into his own
and has been able to use
his size to give Newton a
big advantage under the
basket. Peterson averaged
9.3 points per game this
season. Cailen Valdez
boosts the Railers’ guard
play as a quick ball han-
dler who has gotten to the
rim for 7.8 points per
game. 

Should Newton get a
win over Valley Center, it
will most likely mean a
rubber match with Salina
Central in the sub-state
championship. The Mus-

tangs are 18-2 after the
regular season, with one
of those losses coming to
the Railers 61-56 in New-
ton. Central’s Brayden
Neuschafer scored 32
points in the Mustang
loss, and Berry scored 29
for the Railers. Newton
had a more rounded offen-
sive night with Peterson
chipping in 14 and Justen
Schroeder scoring 10.

Newton Girls
The Railer girls have

had a roller coaster of a
season. Newton took an
undefeated record and a
No. 1 ranking into the
Railer Invitational cham-
pionship game on Jan. 28.
But the Railers fell to
Bishop Miege in that
game 47-39 and started a
finish to the year losing
five of the last eight
games.

All of those losses have
been close games to
ranked teams. But they
don’t matter now. All that
matters is a matchup

with Andover at 7 p.m. on
March 1 in Newton. 

The Trojans come into
the postseason with a 6-
14 record and a No. 7 seed
in the tournament. Four
of Andover’s six wins have
been sweeps over one-win
Goddard Eisenhower and
five-win Arkansas City. 

The Trojans have been
led all season by Shanti
Henry and Kylee Gaddis.
Henry has averaged 12
points a game and Gaddis
has had 11.3. 

The Railers are enter-
ing the postseason with a
15-5 record and are the
No. 2 seed. The Railers
have been successful
using high pressure de-
fense to hold opponents
off the scoreboard and cre-
ate offensive opportuni-
ties. DesiRay Kernal led
the team in the regular
season with 11 points per
game and Jada Berry was
second with 8 points per
game. Center Abby
Schmidt was on Berry’s

heels with 7.8 points per
game. 

The Newton defense
has held opponents to
34.65 points per game,
while Andover has scored
an average of 44.6 points
per game.

Should the Railers beat
Andover, they will host
the sub-state champi-
onship game at 7 p.m. on
March 3 against the win-
ner of No. 3 Valley Center
and No. 6 Salina South.
In the only meeting of the
year, Newton picked up a
51-40 win over the Hor-
nets on Dec. 13. Taylor
Latimer scored 15 points
for Valley Center but the
Railers had three in dou-
ble figures with Kernal
and Taylor Antonowich
scoring 12 points each
and Savannah Simmons
scoring 11.

Newton swept the sea-
son series against Salina
South, winning 43-30 in
Salina and 53-35 in New-
ton.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com
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ended with a spot on the
podium and a monster
drop in time on the
biggest stage in high
school swimming. 

But the journey
through the sport was far
from easy. Wedel was not
a natural in the water
from the beginning. It
was a struggle he had to
work through.

If you take a look at
Wedel today, you will be
hard pressed to find an
ounce of fat. That wasn’t
the case when he got
started in club swimming
at the age of 9.

“I would say that it was
a pretty long process,”
Wedel said. “I was not the
skinniest child going into
swimming. I weighed
about 200 pounds, like 40
pounds heavier than I am
now when I first started.
I’d say that there was a
lot of training that got me
to where I am now. I’m
just thankful that I was
able to be where I am
now. Around seventh and
eighth grade is where I
really dropped the weight

and I grew a lot. That is
when I really started to
kind of peak in swim-
ming.”

Wedel tried his hand at
every sport he could but
found a home in swim-
ming. In the pool, he was
pushed to the brink men-
tally without having to
endure the physical con-
tact of other sports. He
found a way to make it
about competing with
himself. As the weight
came off, swimming,
times started to drop as
well, and what used to be
barriers—both mental
and physical—started to
turn into challenges to be
met. When he started to
realize the power of stay-
ing mentally positive on
the blocks going into a
race, he started to become
competitive. As the previ-
ously unthinkable started
to become real, the rush
for improvement kept him
coming back.

“If you just swim and
you maybe keep adding or
you cut a few seconds
every once in a while, it
can get pretty frustrat-
ing,” Wedel said. “Even in
practice, if you just aren’t
making the intervals and

you just get super tired, it
can get really frustrating.
And that can really bring
down your motivation and
your desire for the sport.
But if you just keep up
with it and keep remind-
ing yourself that all of
this hard work will come
out in the end and do you
good, then I think it will
really help you. I think a
lot of people’s limits are
how they think of them-
selves as a swimmer.
They watch someone else
faster than them and they
think, ‘Oh, I wish I could
be like that.’ But you can
be like that if you work
hard enough and you put
your mind to it.”

With his times dropping
rapidly late in junior
high, Wedel skipped out
on his first two years of
swimming for the high
school in order to see how
far he could go swimming
with the club team. In
club swimming, the goal
is to compete against the
very best in the country to
try to get into the
Olympic Trials. Club
swimmers try to get to
sectionals where they go
to junior nationals before
going to the Olympic Tri-

als.
“I made it to sectionals

and that was just a wow
factor because those times
are just—it is unbeliev-
able how fast people are
out there,” Wedel said.
“Because they come from
all over the United States
to go there. It was crazy.
It was just a really neat
experience to be able to do
that.”

After getting into high
school swimming, he
made his mark with some
of the very best in the
state. And with swimming
he found a sport that he
can do by himself as a
means of exercise forever.
But now that his competi-
tive career is over, he has
some words of wisdom for
the swimmers who are
still in high school.

“Even this four years of
high school has gone by so
fast,” Wedel said. “Going
to college even this year
in the fall, it just blows
my mind that it is already
here and I will be out
there on my own. I defi-
nitely suggest to the
younger swimmers to
soak up all the memories

and just the whole sport
itself as much as you can
and just have fun with it.
Set goals and meet those
goals or achieve them as

best as you can. If you do
that, then I think you will
feel accomplished with
yourself and with the
sport.”

March 2, 2017      Newton Now www.harveycountynow.com       Page 15SPORTS

Your Independent Agency since 1978

Call Us For A Custom Quote & Personal Attention

1011 Washington Road, Cedar Village • Newton • 316-283-8664

A wee bit of 
freshening up for
your carpets!

$10
Vaccum

Tune-up

• Belt, Bag & Bulbs 
Changed

• Rollers & Vacuum 
cleaned as good 
as new!

Now Open in Newton

> Expert clinical staff
> Oxygen setup and supplies
> Certified Mastectomy Fitters

> Certified Therapeutic Hosiery Fitters
> CPAPs and Supplies
> Insurance and Billing Specialists

Monday – Friday 9am to 6pm, and Saturday 9am to 1pm 
Phone: 844.477.0888 or Fax: 316.333.1998 

Health-E-Quip.com  |  120 E. 12th St., Newton, KS 67114

Health-E-Quip partners with your health care team to provide 
the personalized support you need to feel your best.

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

epw OoN
entrap piuQ-E-htlaHe

pud sezilanosree pht

 
    

otwen Nn i
e trah ctlaer huoh ytis wre
uol yeeo fd teeu not yrop

 
    

no
e divoro pm taee t

t.ser bu

 
    

> ffatal sicnilt crepxE
> plpud snp autn seegyx O
>  Fymtocets MaedfitireC

adiry – FadnoM
: 8enohP
piuQE-h-tlaeH

 
    

esipl
sretit F

> apreh TedfitireC
> ud Sns aPAPPA C
> d Bnce anarusnI

y 9adruatd Sn, ampm to 6ay 9a
91.33.361: 3xaaxr F8 o880.774.44: 8

moc.p | , Kntowwe, N.th St2. 10 E21
 

    

sretit Fyreios Hctiueap
esiplpu

stisalicepg Snillid B

m pm to 1ay 9
899

4117S 6, K

WEDEL
From Page 13

Railer wrestlers rise to the occasion at Hartman Arena

Before the state finals
could begin at Hartman
Arena, there was the an-
nual business of handing
out hardware while the
state has the wrestling
community gathered in
one place. And there to
pick up a regional coach of
the year award was New-
ton head coach Tommy
Edgmon. 

It is no small honor con-
sidering the coaching
company Edgmon kept at
the regional, including his
own high school coach
Brett Means from God-
dard and Greg Buckbee
from Arkansas City, both
legendary coaches in the
state. But when you have
the kind of wrestlers the
Railers have performing
beyond expectations, the
award makes perfect
sense. 

“I am honored to take
that award coming out of
that regional is an awe-
some experience,” Edg-
mon said. “When you look
at Wyatt [Hendrickson]
and [Cyle] Gautschi, both
of them did not qualify for
state last year. They were
on the varsity lineup, but
neither of them qualified.
Cyle Gautschi, 220, came
with a third place finish.
Wyatt Hendrickson made
the finals. This is some-
thing we can tell our kids
in the room. You know,
hey, it didn’t work out for
you last year, but it is a
new year every year. Just
because you didn’t qualify
or you weren’t on the line

up, these guys are prime
examples of come in and
work hard, and you are
going to win some hard-
ware.”

To say Gautschi had a
rough season last year
would be an understate-
ment. After suffering an
injury early on that ended
his sophomore season,
Gautschi had to sit and
watch his teammates
from the sideline.

It was an experience
that forced him into a
greater appreciation and
joy for the sport this year.
And while coming into the
state tournament in the
bottom half of the 5A
rankings, Gautschi made
the experience count with
a 4-1 win over the oppo-
nent who beat him in the
regional finals, Chase
Holle from Valley Center,
to make it to the third
place match. In the conso-
lation finals, Gautschi fin-

ished his season with a 3-
2 decision over DeSoto’s
Caleb McQuality to rise to
a third place finish at
state.

“Last year, I was hoping
I would be able to make it
and place, but I got hurt,”
Gautschi said. “But I
came back this year and
got third. I was thinking
top four and I did it. I feel
real good about it. I had a
tough match last night. It
pushed me to the back.
But I will be there next
year.”

In his first year
wrestling in high school,
Grant Treaster also came
into the tournament and
finished above his rank-
ing. Treaster entered the
tournament ranked No. 5
at 106 pounds. And after
a loss to Brandon Madden
in the quarterfinals, he
left himself a long tough
road to the third place
match. But with a win

over TJ Miller from St.
James, and a win over
Jason Henschel from God-
dard, he earned a match
with No. 3 Hunter Bindi
from St. Thomas Aquinas.
After upsetting Bindi
with a 6-5 decision,
Treaster got a rematch
with Madden and came
from behind to get an 8-5
decision for a third place
finish.

Though Treaster was
competing in the first
high school state tourna-
ment of his career, he did-
n’t have to look very far
for experience to lean on.
His dad, Matt, was a four-
time state champion, and
his brother, Logan, has
finished at least in the top
three in his previous

three state tournaments. 
“Wrestling might be in-

dividual, but sidelines,
practice room, it is all a
team sport,” Grant said.
“It just matters what you
do during the wrestling
match, so you look for
support for your sidelines.
Having our coaches out
there and having Logan,
he is always there in the
corner. He has got more
experience so just look to-
ward him.”

But in a tough revenge
match for third, Grant
pushed through without
Logan in his corner. Trail-
ing 4-2 after the second
period, Grant had to take
blood time. Logan had to
run over to the other mat
to begin a third-place

match of his own. 
Grant fought back to tie

it with a takedown and
turned it into a 6-4 lead
with a 2-point near fall.
He didn’t give it up get-
ting his revenge on Mad-
den and ending his first
state tournament on a
high. 

“I have been coming for
14 years you know,” Grant
said. “This is my 15th
year here, and I have
been waiting my whole
life to wrestle here. I don’t
know, it is still indescrib-
able. And I only took—
only took third, but
hopefully one day I will
get a state title and I
don’t know what words
can describe that, either.”

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton freshman Grant Treaster wrestles his opponent, Brandon Mad-
den, in the third place match of the 5A state tournament at Hartman
Arena in Park City. Treaster took third with an 8-5 win over Madden. 

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton junior Cyle Gautschi wrestles opponent Caleb McQuality in the third place match of the 5A state tour-
nament at Hartman Arena in Park City. Gautschi took third with a 3-2 win over McQuality. 



When Cindy Foster
asked third-
graders what

they wanted to be when
they grow up, there were
a lot of responses. They
included police officer,
military, doctor, lawyer,
soccer coach and soccer
player.

One of the students,
though, said he or she
wanted to be “lucky.”

Foster, who's a health
educator with the Kansas
Learning Center for
Health in Halstead, gave
a presentation on the
human respiratory sys-
tem and the dangers of
smoking on Thursday af-
ternoon at South Breeze
Elementary School in
Newton. She didn't want
the third-graders to count
on luck in their adult
years regarding smoking
and its consequences.

She's counting on edu-
cation to keep the youth
from smoking, since she
showed students healthy
pig lungs, which were
pink, and unhealthy pig
lungs, which had been
blackened to look like
lungs of a human who's
smoked for quite some
time. Foster said pig
lungs are like human
lungs, except for some
flaps at the back of the
pig lungs that humans
don't have.

“I want you guys to re-
peat after me,” Foster
said to what appeared to
be two third-grade classes
listening. “See you!” They
repeated, “See you!” She
said, “Wouldn't want to be
you.” And they chimed
back with “Wouldn't want
to be you.”

That was while Foster
put away the blackened
lungs. When Foster took
the lungs out to show
after she had put the
healthy lungs away, a va-
riety of sounds emerged
from the students, like
“Eww,” and a few made
faces.

“This is what happens
when you smoke,” Foster
said, and she pumped the
lungs to look like they
were “breathing” and
saying only about one
and a third of the two
lungs were being used be-
cause they were so dam-
aged.

Before showing them
the unhealthy lungs, Fos-
ter told the kids she
wanted to hear more pos-
itive comments, like
“awesome.”

Foster also asked the
students what is in ciga-
rettes that makes people
get addicted. 

“It's hard to quit smok-
ing once you're addicted
to cigarettes,” Foster
said.

In addition, she said
six out of 100 people who
want to quit smoking are
successful for quitting for
more than one month.

“I want you to realize
that's not that many peo-
ple,” Foster said. “A lot of
people try to quit, but
they're not always suc-
cessful.”

People who do quit,
however, have hope, as
the lungs can repair
themselves, Foster told
the kids.

“Just because a person
smokes doesn't make
them a bad person,” she
said, adding they can be
kind and loving, and a
good way to help them is
to encourage them to
stop.

One student asked why
people start smoking, and
another girl in the audi-
ence said it can calm
stressed people.

At least a couple of the
students learned some-
thing.

“Not to smoke tobacco,”
Olivia Huerta said.

Another student, Alex
Harper, said he learned
“To not smoke or do
drugs.”

He didn't seem too im-
pressed by the pig lungs.

“It's weird,” he said.
Foster told students it

was her wish they don't
start smoking.

After giving her pres-
entation, Foster had stu-
dents work on a
respiratory project,
whereby students put to-
gether part of a plastic
bottle, a balloon, plastic
paper and a rubber band
to mimic the function of a
lung.

Foster was at the
school with Carrie Her-
man, learning center ex-
ecutive director, and
another health educator,
Layla Nightingale, giving
presentations to grades
kindergarten through
fourth grades. Other pre-
sentations they gave that
day were an overview of
the organs and impor-
tance of healthy eating
and exercise for kinder-
garten, dental hygiene
for first grade, bones and
muscles for second grade,
and nutrition for the
fourth grade.

The learning center
has been conducting
these programs for 10
schools in Newton, Bur-
rton, Hesston, Marion,
Hillsboro and Sedgwick,
Herman said, with the
help of sponsorship from
Newton Medical Center
and Dr. Colin Bailey. The
center has been doing
these programs at schools
for more than six or
seven years with NMC's
backing. Most of the
schools will be visited
during the spring semes-
ter, Herman said, and the
grade levels to which
they make presentations

varies from year to year.
Some years, they've vis-
ited kindergarten
through fifth grade, and
this year, they going to
kindergarten through
fourth grade.

“Every grade level gets
a different health-related
program,” Foster said.
“It's easy for us to come
back every year, because
they'll get a different pro-

gram.”
The center has been

giving programs to
schools since the mid-
1990s as on outreach on
the road, and each class
gets the program and a
hands-on activity.

“We can go anywhere
in the state,” Herman
said. “It depends on the
funding as to where we
can go.”
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1035 SE 3rd St
Newton, KS 67114

316-283-6600
www.kschristianhome.org

Providing
SKILLED 
NURSING

and
CUTTING 

EDGE 
THERAPY
services to 
help you 
and your 

loved ones 
resume an 
active life. 

 Independent Living, Independent Living Plus 
 & Skilled Nursing Center.

Keep breathing: Learning Center for Health visits South Breeze

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Alexandria Streck reacts to seeing blackened pig lungs on Thursday afternoon at South Breeze Elementary
School in Newton. 

PHOTOS BY
WENDY NUGENT/

NEWTON NOW

ABOVE: Cindy Foster,
right, talks to third-
graders on Thursday
afternoon at South
Breeze Elementary
School in Newton.

LEFT:  Cindy Foster,
health educator with
the Kansas Learning
Center for Health,
talks about what a
healthy pair of lungs
looks like.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com


