
The Harvey County Sheriff's Office an-
nounced it arrested a North Newton couple
after finding two 11-year-old children they
adopted to be severely malnourished, with
bruising, bro-
ken bones and
evidence of
past broken
bones.

On Tuesday,
the depart-
ment arrested
Jim and Paige
Nachtigal on
felony charges
of child abuse, aggravated child endanger-
ment and aggravated battery.

On Feb. 11, the North Newton Police
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The Newton retail scene could be
changing in a huge way in the next
two years.

At the Harvey County Builders

and Associates meeting Thursday
night, Occidental Management, out
of Wichita, announced plans for a
$70 million shopping complex that
would include apartments and as-
sisted living facilities in Newton.
The complex would go in on an 80-
acre property on the west side of
Kansas Street, south of the Arby's

and Orscheln Farm and Home.
"Obviously the Y, Newton Medical

Center, the Walmart, that's attrac-
tive to some national chains," com-
pany president Chad Stafford said
of their choice to develop in south
Newton.

According to Stafford's presenta-
tion, the development would have

space for national chains, medium-
sized box stores, restaurants and
other retail.

Stafford hopes to draw on a base
of 100,000 people from surrounding
markets such as Wichita.

Occidental Management has de-

$70 million development plans announced
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Stafford

Paige and Jim Nachtigal

See PLANS / 8

On a Friday afternoon, Newton Police Chief
Eric Murphy gives an in-depth tour of the
Newton Police Station through the warren of
halls and offices with windows that once
made up the Newton City Office. The tour
continues through windowless concrete offices
and halls that were once the county jail. 

He has a large key ring and unlocks each
door. One room houses boxes of records. One
room has boxes of office supplies. Another
room has a cluster of desks packed in it for
patrol officers.

“It was supposed to be a break room at one
time,” Murphy said. “There's cubbies of stuff
everywhere.”

During the tour, Murphy points out the
duct tape jammed into the crack of a wall by a
window to keep air from leaking in. He points
out duct tape on carpet seams, a hodgepodge
of desks covered in packing tape and chairs

Police project
decision looms
� City commissioners weigh in on building
options, financing remains point of debate.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Jaydn Keel, 12, of Newton is surrounded by cases of cookies. Last year, the local Girl Scout sold 1,538 boxes. 

Jadyn Keel is one smart—and
persistent—cookie.

The 12-year-old Newton resi-
dent is on a roll, selling more
Girl Scout cookies from one year
to the next. During her first
year, she sold 1,032. Last year,
she didn't let her personal best
crumble outdoing it by 538
boxes, at 1,538.

She sells so many boxes for
several reasons.

“Because there's a lot of people
that encourage me to do it, for
one,” Keel said. […] It's just
something fun to do and think,
'Oh my gosh, I did it again.'”

Another reason is she wants to
show other Girl Scouts it's possi-

LOCAL GIRL SCOUT SELLS MORE THAN 1,000 BOXES

How the cookie crumbles
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See KEEL /9
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Jaydn Keel holds a container of Peanut Butter Patties. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Deb Goering stands with one of the more unusual items
at the Et Cetera Shop in Newton, that of “Candy Fash-
ion,” complete with a doll and three extra outfits.

Elvis still is in the build-
ing, at least at the Et Cetera
Shop in downtown Newton.

This, of course, isn't the
real Elvis, but an 18-inch
likeness of him dressed in
sparkly gold fabric perched
on a platform with a button
that, when pressed, causes
the tune “Blue Christmas” to
play and Elvis to jerk about.

This is one of the more in-
teresting or odd items do-

nated to the Et Cetera Shop,
a thrift store with proceeds
that benefit Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee and area
nonprofits.

Another interesting item is
a real alligator head.

“I'm surprised how many
we do (get),” said one of the
shop's managers Deb Goer-
ing, about the number of alli-
gator heads donated.
Goering is in charge of the
silent auctions at Et Cetera,
so she's the one who handles
the more vintage or unusual
things.

She said the most unusual

items they've had are
heads—those of the alligator
or deer variety. Goering
showed a photo of some vol-
unteers posing with a
mounted deer head. They
also get antlers.

Elvis and the alligator
head are two things that
might be put up for auction
at the Newton store. Other
items Goering brought out
that may be auctioned in-
clude a Candy Fashion Doll
with four complete ensem-
bles and three dress forms
with matching accessories.

Et Cetera Shop in Newton gets variety of donations
THE VINTAGE, ODD AND UNUSUAL

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See VINTAGE / 8

North Newton couple
arrested for child abuse
� Children found severely malnourished
with broken bones and bruising
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At one point in my
life, I thought I en-
joyed spicy food.

After I got married, I
realized that, in general, I
like moderately spicy
food. I’ll toss jalepenos
into my nachos and onto a
sub sandwich, but I would
rather not order the extra
spicy Buffalo wings while
enjoying the big game.

Joey, on the other hand,
will dump as much spice
as he can into everything. 

We’ve managed to
strike a good balance over
the years, but it took a
few instances of me enjoy-
ing my bowl of chili along
with a box of tissues for
us to reach a good bal-
ance.

With that in mind, I’ll
disclose that the recipe
I’m sharing with you this
week for some deliciously
spicy cookies are closer to
the heat level Joey nor-
mally prefers than the
one I do, but if you’re like
me and are pretty sure
you like spicy foods, pull
up a bowl of vanilla ice
cream or a big glass of
milk to enjoy these, and
you won’t be sorry you
gave them a try.

If you’re not into spice,
the author of the recipe
suggests making these
into “angelica” cookies by
leaving out the cayenne,
but if you really want to
bring the heat, the “Dia-
blo” (or “devil”) version is
for you.

I found this recipe on a
blog called “Dinner with
Julie,” and you can find
the original at
http://www.dinnerwith-
julie.com/2013/08/04/choc
olate-angelica-cookies-di-
ablo-cookies/. I changed
up the ingredients a bit.

Chocolate Diablo
Cookies

Ingredients
1 1/2 cups flour
1 cup cocoa
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon cinnamon
2 teaspoons ginger
1 teaspoon cayenne

pepper
1/4 teaspoon salt
2 large eggs

1 cup sugar
1 cup brown sugar
1/2-1 cup canola oil
2 Tablespoons vanilla
coarse salt or sugar for

sprinkling tops (I used
salt—it was amazing)

Directions
Preheat the oven to

375 degrees.
Combine the flour,

cocoa, baking soda, cin-
namon, ginger, cayenne
and salt in a bowl. 

Beat in the eggs, sug-
ars, 1/2 cup of the oil and
vanilla. Stir until the in-
gredients are well-com-
bined. If the batter isn’t
able to pack together into
balls, add in more oil, one
tablespoon at a time,
until it sticks together
well.

For big cookies, scoop
the dough with a 1/4 cup
measuring cup or use a
tablespoon for smaller,
crispier cookies.

Roll the batter into

balls and then flatten
slightly on a cookie sheet.
Sprinkle each cookie with
salt or sugar.

Bake for 15 minutes.
Store in a sealed con-

tainer.

These cookies have
quite a bit of heat to
them, but it’s a slow,
deep burn rather than
one that hits you right
away, so be sure to warn
your loved ones before
they take a big bite (or
don’t, if you’re feeling
mean-spirited).

They had very good fla-
vor, and as long as I had
a glass of milk in my
hand, both Joey and I
agreed that they had just
the right amount of spice.

Lindsey Young is the 
co-owner of Kansas 

Publishing Ventures
which publishes Newton

Now. She is a proud
Bethel College graduate.
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Diablo cookies will heat up your kitchen

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Chocolate Diablo Cookies look like innocent cookies, but they pack quite a punch of spicy flavor.

A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS

Northridge Elementary School students study circuits

The room almost
seemed to be charged
with electricity Thursday
afternoon as fourth-grade
Northridge Elementary
School students worked
on circuits.

Students lit up LED
diodes with coin batteries
and wires, some holding
them up to their eyes,
checking them out, while
others expressed joy at
being able to make the
light shine, while still
others were having trou-
ble doing it. All the
fourth-graders in Emily
Schmidt's science class
were engaged in what
they were doing.

“They love, love cir-
cuits,” Schmidt said dur-
ing class.

Students were to touch
two wires attached to the
light from the battery to
complete the circuit.
When that happened, the
light turned on white.

“If you flip it, it turns
red,” Schmidt said.

One of the students,
Shawndrea Petrie, said
she likes working with
circuits.

“Because we make
stuff,” she said as her
reason. “Have to make a
light.”

Another student, Ian
Belnap, enjoys studying
circuits, as well.

“'Cause they're fun to
experience them,” he
said, adding what he
learned was “that they
have cool parts on them.”

Lanayah Rivera gave
yet another reason for
enjoying this learning ex-

perience.
“Because you make

light out of limited
parts,” she said.

What she learned
Thursday was “how you
make light out of differ-
ent circuits.”

When attending sci-
ence class, students don't
stay in their classrooms.

“Science is a pull-out
class,” Schmidt said. “It's
neat because they're able
to get more science time
than they were able to
get in the classroom and
go more in-depth. The
kids really like it a lot.”

Their curriculum is

Project Lead the Way,
Schmidt said.

And lead the way
Schmidt did on Thurs-
day, talking to the stu-
dents about electricity,
circuits, batteries and
flashlights.

“In your launch books,
we're going to draw a pic-
ture of the battery with
the light on,” Schmidt
told students.

She said there are two
types of energy used in
the flashlights, and their
three choices for energy
were mechanical, electri-
cal and chemical. Stu-
dents guessed correctly,

saying electrical and
chemical were used in
the flashlights.

“(The) battery is going
to convert to electrical
energy somewhere,”
Schmidt told the class
and that chemical energy
is in the batteries. The
chemical energy is con-
verted to electrical en-
ergy and electrical is
converted to light energy.

Schmidt told students
a simple circuit has one
energy source, and if
they added another en-
ergy source or object to
power, it would be a com-
plex circuit. She had stu-

dents take apart small
flashlights to see if they
could power them with
the little battery.

A couple of the groups
were able to set the
flashlight aglow.

“What you just com-
pleted was s simple cir-
cuit, and once you get the
simple circuit completed,
we'll start disassembling
the flashlights,” Schmidt
said.

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Science teacher Emily Schmidt, right, helps Oliver Rowe and
Lanayah Rivera during science class. 
LEFT: Maddox Crabtree and Taliah Washington work on a simple circuit
in science class on Thursday, Feb. 11, at Northridge Elementary
School.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Oliver Rowe sets a light aglow in science class at
Northridge Elementary School in Newton. At left is Shawndrea Petrie. 

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com



During a writing
workshop Laurie
Oswald Robinson

taught, a woman in her
90s wrote about how she
felt when she saw the cas-
ket that held her little
baby sister when she died
at the age of 2. The
woman read what she
wrote to the rest of the
class.

“And tears were rolling
down her face,” Robinson
said. “And this was the
first time she had grieved
for the loss publicly.”

The former newspaper
journalist with more than
three decades of writing
experience started her
business, Tales of the
Times, LLC, in 2008. She
operates out of The Hub in
downtown Newton. When
she first started, she used
the business as an um-
brella to do community
things, and then she took
a turn in the road, think-
ing she could serve the
community more by help-
ing people tell their sto-
ries.

“Now my passion is
helping other people to tell
their stories,” she said.
“The reason for that is I
saw the heartbeat and the
hunger for telling personal
stories, and because I love
teaching; the beauty of all
this is I'm not teaching
something I haven't done.”

The writer started her
career in newspaper work
and has written books, in-
cluding “Forever Family,”
in 2010 about losing a fos-
ter daughter they thought
they'd adopt and “Now It
Springs Up,” a daily devo-
tional she wrote with
Carol Duerksen and
Michele Hershberger,
which came out in 2008.
Robinson has had good ed-
itors during the years help
her understand the
anatomy of good story-
telling.

Robinson said there are
healing properties from
writing life stories, al-
though she said it's not
meant to replace therapy. 

Another reason to write
life stories is to leave a
legacy for family.

“A good reason to do this
is people will die with good
stories in them or there
will be a box of photos
with no names on the back
of them,” Robinson said,
adding she's had countless

students in her classes say
they meant to ask
Grandpa to expand on a
story, but they didn't get
around to it. The story
gets lost.

Robinson put on such
workshops for residents at
five Kansas retirement
communities, helping
them tell their stories,
which are published in the
book “Home Ties: Sharing
Our Life Stories,” copy-
righted 2015. The project
was sponsored by Progres-
sive Healthcare Alliance
and funded with a $5,000
grant by Schowalter Foun-
dation. The communities
involved were Sunshine
Meadows at Buhler,
Golden Age Home in Ch-
eney, Parkside Homes in
Hillsboro, Brewster Place
in Topeka and Bethany
Home in Lindsborg.

“The memoirs in this
booklet were created by
the precious participants
who dug deep into their
hearts in order to mine the

riches of the past,” Robin-
son wrote in the booklet.
“Because they did so, they
are enriching our lives in
the present and the fu-
ture.”

From February through
June 2013, Robinson had
six-week workshops in the
five communities. A total
of 31 residents took part. 

During workshops,
Robinson gives people
tools to tell their life sto-
ries, such as putting
prompts on a table first
thing in class. She'll have
participants pick one
prompt item that evokes a
memory and write about
it. She also tells them
about story arches, dia-
logue and sensory details,
as well as resolutions to
stories and the “show,
don't tell” concept.

“Storytelling in our
world right now is really a
hot thing,” Robinson said.
“I have a theory why all
this on storytelling in our
world today, and I think it

has something to do with
the family unraveling.”

In the past, families
lived closer together,
Robinson said, adding
today, families are lucky if
they have a mom or dad at
the same dinner table, and
people text and use Face-
book when they're with
family. Sitting at the din-
ner table with families
telling stories has dimin-
ished. 

Robinson believes peo-
ple's life stories are valu-
able.

“Truth is stranger than
fiction,” she said. “Who
can beat a real-life story?
Stephen King can't beat a
real-life story. […] You
just bring together so
many threads when you
tell a true story.”

Robinson has three
workshops coming up in
the area. A beginner work-
shop, Life Stories, is of-
fered from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 19 and 8:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 20 at First Men-
nonite Church, 429 E.
First St. in Newton. The
next session will be April 1

and 2 at the same location.
To register, contact Wendy
Funk Schrag at
pwschrag@cox.net. The
cost is $60, payable at the
beginning of the work-
shop.

Writers Workshop 2 ad-
vanced session is for peo-
ple who want to grow into
the writers they wish to
become, according to a
news release. The retreat

will be from 8:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. March 5 at Wil-
lowsprings Downs Farm,
Hillsboro. The cost is $95
for Robinson's input, ma-
terials, lunch, snacks, hot
drinks, group feedback
and worship. Bring writ-
ings for sharing and feed-
back up to 1,200 words, a
pen and journal. Call
Robinson at 316-284-0223
for reservations.
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Central National Bank- Marion Branch

Hamburger and Hotdog Meals will be 
available for purchase.

Silent Auction items donated by 
local individuals and businesses.

Cash or Check ONLY (day of event) 

Conflict Management 
Strategies

Wednesday, February 24
8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Best Western Wichita North Hotel & Suites.  
To register email Angela at 

Angela@givemfive.com.Presented by 
Eric Clark, M.S.
Master Trainer
Responsibility-Focused Leadership
Leadership, communication and 
culture are three important 
factors in determining the success 
or failure of any organization.  
Responsibility Focused 
Leadership is designed to 
address and enhance all three.
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Department took a boy
and a girl, both 11 years
old, and a 14-year-old girl
into protective custody.

"There had been numer-
ous reports to the Depart-
ment of Children and
Families that had went
unfounded," Sheriff T.
Walton said. "Last Friday,
the child had run away,
the 11-year-old boy. That
brought in law enforce-
ment. When he was found,
he looked incredibly thin.
He was asked if every-
thing was OK, and he said
'fine,' but it raised con-
cerns."

North Newton Police
Chief Randy Jordan said a
person close to the situa-
tion later called the police
office reporting that food
was being withheld from
the children as a form of
punishment.

Jordan began asking
around the community
about the children.

"The more people I
talked to, the more dis-

turbing things came," he
said. "On Thursday morn-
ing, we took the kids into
protective custody."

Walton said the three
children, all adopted from
an orphanage in Peru, re-
main under protective
custody.

"Since then, they've had
numerous examinations
and diagnosed as severely
malnourished," Walton
said.

"The two 11-year-olds
are the ones that seem to
take the brunt of this,"
Walton said.  "They had
some stories that were
just heartbreaking."

"Disturbing is the only
way I could describe it,"
Jordan said of the situa-
tion.

Walton said he believed
the family had the chil-
dren for at least three to
four years and said the
abuse occurred in the U.S.
and not in Peru.

On Tuesday, the North
Newton Police Depart-
ment and Sheriff's Office
executed a search warrant
of the home.

The couple will be for-

mally charged through
the Harvey County Attor-
ney's office. Walton said
they are being held with-
out bond.

Newton Retirement
Community Kansas
Christian Home lists Jim
Nachtigal as its CEO on
its website.  His bio states
he and his wife have four
daughters and three sons
and that he worked as a
care home administrator
for before coming to KCH.

The couple set up a Go-
fundme page in January
to finance another trip to
Peru. The page discusses
their missionary work in
the country and asked for
financial support to "fur-
ther the Kingdom of God"
in the country.

Law enforcement held a
press conference about the
incident on Feb. 17. De-
tails from it were not
available at press time.

Walton gave credit to
Jordan for taking the
extra time to ensure the
children's safety.

"A lot of systems had
failed, but he didn't," Wal-
ton said.

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
North Newton Police Department and Harvey County Sheriff's Office execute a search warrant of the Nachti-
gals' home in North Newton on Tuesday afternoon.
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Robinson helps people tell their life stories
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Laurie Oswald Robinson works at her computer at her work station in The Hub in downtown Newton. 
TOP LEFT: Laurie Oswald Robinson has typed a lot of stories with these hands. 

Robinson facilitates monthly
writing groups, is starting

writing community
In addition to the workshops, Robinson also fa-

cilitates two monthly writing groups. One meets
Friday mornings and the other on Monday
nights. Robinson also is launching a movement
called Story Matters: Storytellers of the Great
Plains, which will be more of a writing commu-
nity in which she's trying to create a resource
community for things that already exist. Now,
she's developing the website.

“It will be a virtual community, as well as a
face-to-face, community, grassroots feel to it,”
Robinson said.

For more information, call Robinson at 316-
284-0223.



If a disaster happens in
Harvey County, emer-
gency responders will
know what to do with the
bodies. 

Preparing for events
causing more than 10 fa-
talities is the subject of a
55-page report presented
to the county commission
at its Tuesday meeting by
the county coroner, the
health department and
emergency management
services. The plan details
where bodies can be
stored, chains of command
in the case of a disaster,
and resources available. 

The health department,
coroner’s office and emer-
gency management serv-
ices would all make a joint
decision about what to do
in the aftermath of a mass
fatality. 

“This plan gives us an
opportunity to identify
local state federal re-
sources,” Director of
Emergency Management
Gary Denny said. “It gives
us guidance to access
those resources.” 

The plan also details
how to notify next of kin
in such situations.

While no one in the
room remembered a fatal-
ity situation in the county
involving more than five
people occurring, Denny
said it was important to
be prepared. 

Of note, one of the
biggest issues with a mass
fatality would be the lack
of adequate refrigerator
space to store all the bod-
ies in. Bodies may have to
be transported out of
county.

The report says that
mobile cooling units could
be brought in the county
in case of emergency and
adds “Commercial freez-
ers and ice rinks are not
acceptable options for
temporary storage.”

In other news, the Har-
vey County Commission
unanimously approved a
resolution calling for the
repeal of the property tax
lid.

The property tax lid, set
to go in affect in 2018 caps
increases in local property
tax revenue. If revenues
increase by more than the
consumer price index for
the year, the taxing entity
must hold a public vote to
approve the increase. 

The resolution stated
that elected mayors, coun-
cil members and county

commissioners are able to
make decisions on local
budgets sufficient to local
needs. 

The resolution stated
that severely restricting
the tax authority of local
elected officials erodes the
principle of representative
democracy and local con-
trol.

It calls provisions of the
bill unworkable due to the
time periods of when the
county receives tax infor-
mation and when it would
have to hold a vote if it ex-
ceeds the tax cap. 

Counties would have to
hold votes in August or
November or hold a spe-
cial election. The commis-
sion previously said that
the August period comes
too soon to publish notices
of the vote with the
budget being made in Au-
gust. If the vote was held
in November and the in-
crease failed, it would
mean reworking a budget
later in the year. 

The resolution said that
the cap has a damaging
effect on economic devel-
opment and social pro-
grams and that Kansans
support smaller govern-
ment and believe local
government is the best to
make decisions for local

communities. It said that
the bill will cause great
harm to local communi-
ties. 

After the vote, Commis-
sion Chair George “Chip”
Westfall took a swipe at
the Kansas Legislature. 

"And I'd invite them to
watch our budget meet-
ing," he said, adding that
they could take notes and
perhaps not end up in a
$700 million hole for the
next year. 

The commission re-
ceived a tentative budget
schedule for the 2017
year, beginning Feb. 17
with a meeting of depart-
ment heads. 

A draft of the recom-

mended budget is pro-
jected to be done by June
20-July 1. 

July 25 would be the
final day to set the mill
levy and approve a notice
of budget hearing. 

Finally, during the
meeting, improved com-
munications between the
county and city commis-
sions took a small step
forward. 

Harvey County Admin-
istrator John Waltner
said Newton City Man-
ager Randy Riggs con-
tacted him in hopes of
setting up a regular meet-
ing between the two bod-
ies. 

Waltner recommended

the meeting. 
"We all would be better

served if we all would
have regular scheduled
meetings, like quarterly,"
Waltner said. 

Commission members
expressed approval of the
idea. 

"I agree with it," Com-
missioner Ron Krehbiel
said. "I think we should
do it."

Westfall recommended
that the county commis-
sion get around to picking
a set quarterly date that
works and that Waltner
communicate that intent
with the city. 

"I'll certainly let them
know," Waltner said. 
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NEW YEAR�S    
       SAVINGS!

We service all brands, 
commercial and residential

$10 OFF
CALL US TODAY AND TAKE

YOUR NEXT SERVICE CALL
offer expires 01/31/16

316-215-2445
ReimerServices.com

Proudly Serving You 
for Over 45 Years!
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Hendrickson uses acupuncture in chiropractic business

Lynnette Hendrickson's
work can be a prickly busi-
ness.

Hendrickson, who is co-
owner of Hendrickson Chi-
ropractic and Health
Center in downtown New-
ton, a doctor of chiropractic
and a pediatric and preg-
nancy specialist, uses
acupuncture in healing.

“Acupuncture is one of
the tools we have in our
belt,” Hendrickson said.
“[…] I like to think of
acupuncture as an adjunc-
tive to other treatments,”
such as medical or chiro-
practic. “It's not a cure-all
for everything.”

Hendrickson and her
husband, Todd, studied
acupuncture (meridian
therapy) as an elective
continuing education
course sponsored by Cleve-
land Chiropractic College.

They studied meridian
therapy, which is a term
that more broadly ad-
dresses the different
means for administering
acupuncture, especially
when needles are not used.
Meridian therapy can in-
clude four aspects: herbal
remedies and diet to effect
the meridians chemically,
stimulation of specific
meridian points, spinal
and joint manipulation,
and psychotherapy. Psy-
chotherapy is not one
that's addressed in chiro-
practic offices.

Chiropractic deals with
the nervous system, which
controls and coordinates
all body functions. Each
vertebrae has a hole in the
side where the nerves exit
and the brain communi-
cates with the organs
through the spinal cord.
Alignment of the vertebrae
is critical to the body to be
able to function at its opti-
mum, Hendrickson said.
Acupuncture deals with
energy channels from the
skin that affect the organs.

“Meridian therapy basi-
cally is utilizing not just
needles but other treat-

ment deliveries,” Hen-
drickson said. “[…] A
meridian is just the com-
munication between the
skin and the internal or-
gans.”

In meridian therapy, it
is thought there is a life
force in each living person
called “chi.” The life force
functions, moves and re-
sides through channels in
the body called meridians.
They circle people's bodies
like meridians circle the
Earth.

“They are connected to
each other and to the vital
organs of the body,” ac-
cording to a sheet called
“The Premises of Meridian
Therapy.” “[…] There is a
two-way communication
between the skin and all
glands, organs and tissues
of the body, and by stimu-
lating certain skin points,
the progress of the condi-
tion can be arrested and
even reversed, bringing
the patient back to health
and normal function.”

Acupuncture needles are
quite slim, and someone
receiving acupuncture
barely feels any pain.

Other tools can
be used, such
as an electri-
cal point
stimula-
tor, acu-

pressure
and even
BBs or seeds
placed inside a
small piece of adhesive
tape. If a body needs stim-
ulation of an acupuncture
point, the needle becomes
more difficult to remove,
and when the body reaches
homeostasis, the needle
will often be pushed out.

Acupuncture deals with
energy channels.

“It's making sure the en-
ergy channels are free
from interference,” Hen-
drickson said. “Our whole
body operates on electrical
charges.”

There are several types
of acupuncture, such as
auricular therapy (points
on ears) or Akabane, which
is addressing the energy
meridians from points on

the hands and feet.
Hendrickson

uses acupunc-
ture for a

variety
of prob-
lems.

“I use
acupunc-

ture mostly
to aid in peo-

ple with sinus
issues and also

with pregnant
women to start labor,”

she said.
Acupuncture can help

start labor, but only after
they have permission from
their doctor if they are not
past their due date or if
they have a scheduled in-
duction. Many women pre-
fer going into labor with
natural means rather
than being induced, be-
cause the hard labor that
follows induction in-
creases the chances of an
epidural, and some
women prefer a drug-free
labor. Hendrickson said
she also has done
acupuncture in conjunc-
tion with the Webster Pro-
tocol to facilitate turning

of breech babies. She said
they strictly work with the
mom's pelvis, and they
don't touch the baby.

“Certain acupuncture
points help facilitate
breech babies to turn to
the head-down position,”
Hendrickson said.

With mainstream west-
ern medicine, the drug
pitocin is used to induce
labor if it's needed. This
can cause an intense
labor, so women have an-
other option in acupunc-
ture, Hendrickson said.

Hendrickson enjoys her
work.

“I really love helping
people, and I feel blessed
to have what I consider
one of the best jobs in the
world,” she said, adding
sometimes, you're a pa-
tient's last hope. “I get to
help all ages feel better
and function better.”

People visit their offices
for more natural ways to
address health problems,
as well as musculoskele-
tal, overall well-being and
improved quality-of-life,
Hendrickson said.

“Like I said, it's one as-
pect of health care,” she

said.
“Acupuncture, like chi-

ropractic, can't fix every-
thing,” Hendrickson said.
“There are many other
professions that do
acupuncture as their only
means of treatment. Most
of our patients utilize
acupuncture along with
chiropractic, therapeutic
modalities, massage and
nutrition.”

Acupuncture can be
quite effective in a variety
of areas. Hendrickson said
in China acupuncture is
used to sedate patients for
C-Sections and other sur-
geries in instances where
the patient cannot or
chooses not to have gen-
eral anesthesia.

“Our bodies were amaz-
ingly designed by God to
be able to heal them-
selves, and we need to tap
into this valuable resource
whenever possible,” Hen-
drickson said. “Keeping
our nervous system free
from interference with an
aligned spine and keeping
the energy flowing with-
out hindrance allow us to
have optimum health and
functioning.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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ABOVE: Lynnette Hendrickson, right, talks to Brianna Connaghan after administering a slim needle, which
can barely be seen in her elbow. RIGHT: Lynnette Hendrickson holds up her left hand that has an acupunc-
ture needle in it. 

Board of Harvey County Commissioners hears mass fatality preparedness plan
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com



In its many years of ex-
istence, Newton Woman of
the Year awards have
honored some of the best
and brightest the area has
to offer.

The event kicked off 60
years ago and was initi-
ated by the late Frankie
Toevs. It's almost an an-
nual event with the excep-
tion of a couple years in
the 1980s, when it wasn't
around.

“Toevs wished to recog-
nize the contributions of
those women of character
who affect the community
in positive ways,” a WOY
news release stated. 

Winners in 2015 were
Jill Gatz, Deborah Hamm
and Gertrude Byrn Olson.
Other past winners in-
clude Elvera Voth, Bess
Darling, Rosie Camargo,
Betty Doty, Ada Mae
Haury, Rosalind Scudder,
Patrice Olais, Hope Lee,
Carol Sue Stayrook
Hobbs, Kim Silvernale-
Wagner, Sue Ice and Rac-
quel Thiesen.

In all, about 230 women
have been honored during
the years.

This year's nomination
period is open, and the
deadline is March 1, said
Barbara Bunting, WOY
committee chair. Nomina-
tions can be sent to Chair
Barbara Bunting, 1609
Hillscrest, Newton, KS
67114 or via email to
waynenewtonks@gmail.co
m. Nomination forms can
be found on the Newton
Woman of the Year Face-
book page. Nominations
should include the nomi-
nee's name, phone num-

ber, email and
employer/organization as
well as answer the ques-
tions posed about the
nominees character, skills,
community impact and
success. 

“Clubs, organizations
and individuals are asked
to nominate women who
have contributed to our
community in the follow-
ing area of retail and busi-
ness, health care, church
and religion, the arts, and
volunteerism,” the news
release stated.

Requirements for nomi-
nations are that this is a
once-in-a-lifetime consid-
eration, which means a
woman only can be hon-
ored as a winner once, and
the nominee must have a
Newton or North Newton
home address, Bunting
said. Anyone can nomi-
nate someone.

In addition, the commit-
tee encourages people to
renominate someone
they've nominated during
a previous year who didn't
win. Winners aren't al-
ways chosen during their
first nominations.

During the years,
Woman of the Year has
changed. 

“The first group of
women, what they […]
started over the years has
morphed,” Bunting said.

At first, there was just
an overall winner, and
sometimes they've had at
least five winners. Now,
there are three overall
winners. 

“All three are winners,”
Bunting said.

Sponsors for Woman of
the Year this year are
Newton Medical Center,
Conrade Insurance Group,
First Bank, Citizens State
Bank, Midland National

Bank, Drs. McKinney,
Simmonds & Simmonds
LLC, Fuqua Insurance
and Antidote Salon + Spa.
Each sponsor provides a
judge, who will help
choose the winners.

“The reason we are ex-
panding is to keep the cost
down for previous hon-
orees who […] might be on
a fixed income,” Bunting
said.

In the beginning of
WOY, the annual awards
brunch was in women's
homes. This year's event
will be on April 16 at The
Meridian Center. The past
two years, the event was
at Bethel College in
Mantz Library Lounge,
and last year, they had 71
reservations.

“That room was
packed,” Bunting said.

They're going to a larger
venue this year because
they don't want to have to
turn people away. Atten-
dance at the event is lim-
ited to current and past
WOY winners, sponsors,
judges, nominators and
past winners, as well as
guests of current winners.
Bunting said honorees get
two complimentary tickets
for guests, whether they
are friends or family, and
can invite more but need
to pay for the additional
tickets. In the past, win-
ners only were allowed to
have two guests total.

“We've said that is re-
ally hard when you have a
large family,” Bunting
said.

In addition to Bunting,
other committee officers
this year are Kim Man-
ring, second in command;
Ann Adrian, secretary;
and Sharon Cranston,
treasurer. The committee
is made up of past WOY
winners, who serve three-
year terms.

Bunting said there are
some misconceptions
about WOY.

“Some people think this
is a popularity contest,
and some think it's voted
on by former Women of
the Year,” she said,
adding this is not the case.

In addition, she said
people confuse this honor
with the local Chamber's
Citizen of the Year, as
well as with the Newton
Business and Professional
Women's Woman of the
Year. The BPW award is
just for women in that or-
ganization.

“Ours is always recog-
nized in the spring,”
Bunting said.
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MACHINERY CONSIGNMENT 
AUCTION
TURN YOUR UNUSED MACHINERY INTO $CASH$

Consign your equipment to our 
auction on Saturday, March 5, 2016 by calling

VAN SCHMIDT, AUCTIONEER
AT 620-345-6879 OR 620-367-3800

Items must be consigned by February 20, 2016 in
order to be advertised. We will be accepting items 

up until sale day. 

Auction Site:  Goessel, KS

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515
614 N. Main, Newton

316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

$10 off service call 
with this ad

COURTESY PHOTO
Woman of the Year 1980 Beverly Claassen Hunter, second from left, shared this photograph from May 8,
2004, at a WOY Recognition Event. Bev's sister, Judy Claassen Busenitz (1996) is on the far left. Bev's
mother Millicent Dart Claassen (1971) is next to her. Joan Claassen Wulf (1979) is on the far right. They all
are in the same family.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Woman of the Year celebrates its 60th year, deadline approaches March 1

Burglary suspect turns himself in after NPD crowd sources

An arrest related to the
case of 13 recent burglary
reports shows what polic-
ing looks like in the digi-
tal age.

According to the New-
ton Police Department,
late Friday, Feb. 5, and
early into the next morn-
ing, a man and an accom-
plice went on a burglary
spree, resulting in re-
ports of stolen property, a
stolen vehicle, burglar-
ized cars as well as
garages and outbuildings. 

“If it wasn't nailed
down, they were trying to
steal it that night,” Lt.
Scott Powell of the New-
ton Police Department
said of the spree in east
Newton.

One resident had a
video camera which
recorded a picture of the
two men. 

While the thieves no-
ticed and stole the cam-
era, it uploaded the
recording onto a remote
hard drive, preserving

the footage. 
From the footage, the

Newton Police Depart-
ment was able to retrieve

a clear image of one of
the men. 

“We didn't know who
the suspect was,” Powell

said. “We put it on Face-
book, and in a day, 40
people responded.”

Powell said the major-
ity of responses identified
the person in the picture
as a man named Corey
Youngblood. 

“Clearly that made the
case of identifying him,”
he said. “It was expedited
through social media.”

The department then
announced through social
media that the suspect
had been identified and
asked for information on
his whereabouts and that
he turn himself in for
questioning. 

A week later, Powell
said Youngblood turned
himself in McPherson
County, where he is cur-
rently being held for
other warrants issued for
him in that county. 

Powell said that the
Newton Police Depart-
ment plans on arresting
the man either on war-

rants or probable cause
for the thefts after he is
handed over by McPher-
son County. 

Powell said the police
department was also able
to find the man’s accom-
plice, who has cooperated
and helped lead them to
a number of stolen items,
including the video cam-
eras, a TV, a chainsaw
and a bag of clothing. 

The stolen vehicle was
also recovered after a
Newton resident called to
report a vehicle sitting in
front of their residence
with a flat tire. 

Powell said he believes
other stolen property
may have already been
traded for illegal goods
and doesn't know if it will
be recovered, though the
department is investigat-
ing it. 

“We're still working on
it,” Powell said. “It will
depend if he [Young-
blood] plans on cooperat-
ing, too.”

Powell declined to re-
lease the name of the ac-
complice and said it
would be up to the
county attorney on what

both men will be charged
with.  

Powell said in this case
social media played a
large role in helping the
department find the sus-
pect and get an arrest. 

The Newton Police De-
partment has had consid-
erable success using its
Facebook page to identify
people it is looking for. 

In October of last year,
the department posted
the picture of a suspect
in a case of suspected
theft. Within six min-
utes, they had a name,
and the man turned him-
self in within a half hour.  

Powell did say that so-
cial media can be a dou-
ble-edged sword. While it
can help investigators in
cases like this, it can also
impede police work and
communication when
false information is
posted and circulated. 

On the note of prevent-
ing misinformation, Pow-
ell made it clear that the
men involved with the
burglary spree are not
believed to be involved
with the serial burglaries
in Newton. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
A photo of Corey Youngblood, who
the NPD said is a suspect in a Feb.
5 burglary string. 

Valley Center man investigated, isn’t the serial burglar 

VALLEY CENTER—The Val-
ley Center Police Department
arrested a near match for the
Newton Serial Burglar, but
after a rigorous investigation by
the Newton Police Department,
the suspect was ruled out. 

On Feb. 5, the Valley Center
Police arrested a 49-year-old
white man for misdemeanor
trespassing after a homeowner
found him on his porch jiggling
a locked door.

The homeowner opened the
door thinking it was his son and
found the man. The homeowner

then held him at gunpoint until
police arrived.

Valley Center Police de-
scribed the man arrested, Del
Ludlow, as six foot with long,
grey, bushy hair, a goatee and
mustache, 195 pounds and liv-
ing out of his car. 

The age of the man, his de-
scription and the action of
checking to see if a door was un-
locked match the profile of the
serial burglar. 

His car, however, was a white
Cadillac, different from the
black vehicle the serial burglar
was seen driving away in from a
failed burglary attempt in New-
ton.

On Feb. 9, Lt. Scott Powell
told Newton Now that the de-

partment spent all week trying
to match the suspect up with
the Newton burglaries. 

“We tried, but he's not our
guy,” Powell said. 

Powell added that while the
man had connections to New-
ton, his appearance matched
the serial burglar, and he got
out of prison shortly before the
burglaries began, eyewitnesses
of the burglar said his face did
not match. 

Interviews also ruled the man
out, Powell said.

The Newton Police Depart-
ment released a public state-
ment on Feb. 12 after a TV
outlet reported a possible con-
nection with the Valley Center
man and the Newton Serial

Burglar, and the story began to
make its rounds on social
media.

“We have made a concen-
trated effort in being open with
information as soon as we can
release it,” the statement said.
“Please trust that we will be the
first to inform our community
when the suspect is identified.
We have contacted the media
outlet, and a correction to their
story is being made.”

The man was charged with
misdemeanor trespassing after
the Sedgwick County District
attorney declined to file charges
for aggravated burglary, citing
a lack of opportunity for the
man to commit a crime since
the door was locked.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

CORRECTION

Leroy Koehn’s
name spelled

incorrectly
Newton Now mis-

spelled Newton City
Commissioner Leroy
Koehn's last name in
our city commission
story we ran last week.
We regret the error. 

Newton Now
welcomes story ideas
Have someone or

something you think
would make a great arti-
cle in Newton Now? Call
us at 281-7899.

COMMUNITY JOURNALISM AT ITS BEST: HARVEYCOUNTYNOW.COM
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After dating someone a while,
I've automatically become an
“expert” in a number of

areas: home security, repairing
stuff, bug extermination and food
safety. 

No, I don't think your fear of spi-
ders but love of ladybugs is irra-
tional. 

No, I don't believe the Mothman
can get into your apartment.

No, you aren't sick. But wait,
which casserole in my fridge did
you eat again? 

Most of the time, I handle it fairly
well. But in the realm of automotive
repair, my expertise is middling at
best. 

I made a big to-do a few weeks
ago at the office that staff meetings
need to begin on time. After making
such a to-do, I made sure I set the
alarm even earlier for Thursdays to
avoid looking like a total jerk.

Last Thursday I woke up on time,
enjoyed my coffee and oatmeal and
stepped into the shower.

Upon exiting, I noticed my phone
had nine missed calls from my girl-
friend. Usually, minor emergencies,
such as the search for a wallet,
mean five missed phone calls, so I
knew this was something big.

The girlfriend was heading to
work, and her 19-year-old Jeep up
and died on the highway, and she
needed some help. She thought it
could be out of gas.

So I sent some “yeah about that
staff meeting” texts, which the of-

fice was cool about as they like my
girlfriend more than they like me. I
then got in the car and started
heading south. On the way, I ran
into Casey’s and bought a highfa-
lutin gas can. It came with six dif-
ferent safety valves to make sure
gas does not end up in your chil-
dren or the environment. 

I continued until I reached her
vehicle and poured about two thirds
of the jug into it as cars whizzed by.
Thanks to a fancy spring assisted
gas can nozzle mechanism, the
other third gallon spilled on me and
into the environment. As some folks
like to say, “Thanks, Obama.” 

During this process, a sheriff’s
deputy pulled up and offered assis-
tance. His last name was perhaps
Kurtz, I didn't catch it, but he was
very helpful. We got the vehicle en-
gine to turn over, and the Jeep
started bellowing smoke out the
front. The deputy confirmed my
amateur observation that the Jeep
probably just wasn't out of gas. 

“Smoke's coming out of the carbu-
retor,” he said. 

“Of course,” I nodded.
This new problem elicited a good

amount of rage as she had taken
the jeep into Midas the day before
after it made some strange noises.
They found $700 worth of repairs to
be made but did not think to exam-
ine the engine. Perhaps she's not
trusting the Midas Touch in the fu-
ture here. Stay local. 

Upon towing the vehicle to an
auto shop not named Midas, she
was informed that the engine was
blown, which means a new engine
and a pile of money poured in to the
machine pretty long in the tooth.

That brought up the question she
posed to me: “What should I do?”

Now, when someone's upset that
the jeep they love is dying, you can't
just say “Take the ‘Iron Horse,’ as
it's labeled, and shoot it out back” 

That's what needs to be done and
the conclusion I think all parties
will come to. Still, it’s not the
brightest thing to say at the time to
an upset girlfriend.

Then it occurred to me: there was
a higher power here; an expert
whose sage advice would always
trump any others, even my own.

“Um,” I said. “Well, you should
probably ask your dad.”

Adam Strunk is the managing ed-
itor of Newton Now. He can be
reached at adam@harveycoun-

tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Sometimes turn it over to a higher authority

Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

Good governance will
return to Topeka

I, like Greta Garbo, am looking
for the perfect sweater. My sis-
ter once told me that's what

Greta Garbo said once upon a time.
I don't know if Greta ever found

the perfect sweater, and if she did-
n't, I'm carrying that goal into this
century.

I have a lot of sweaters—so
many that my boyfriend said if he
won the lottery, he'd buy a sweater
factory for me. That's very nice. As
a matter of fact, I just received
three sweaters in the mail today
from my mom. She wanted to get
me a sweater for Valentine's Day,
so I told her she already bought me
a pillow for that holiday. Then she
told me Land's End was having a
sale and wanted to know if I'd like
a sweater. I checked them out on-
line and gave her a variety of colors
I liked so she could choose. She ac-
tually chose three colors. Thanks,
Mom!

I like to look put-together when I
go to work. In the winter, I'm al-
ways wearing a sweater. I like to
dress in layers, and I really don't
like jackets that much. They're not
as bendy and comfy. So, I wear
sweaters.

I've spent years looking for the
perfect sweater—in thrift stores,
regular stores and online. I think

maybe I have found the perfect
sweater (except for its price, which
is $79). Yes, I'm waiting for it to go
on sale, which it might do any day
now with all the spring lines com-
ing out. Tick tock. Tick tock.

My mom seems to like sweaters,
and my sister really does, but I
probably have more than both of
them put together. There's even
sweaters in my dog's little cage,
which she doesn't use anymore, but
it's still there, in the back of my
SUV, since I'm still slowly unpack-
ing from the move. 

I've received sweaters as gifts,
and definitely have found some in
thrift stores. If I see an awesome
sweater at a thrift store when it's
100 degrees outside, I'll buy it. I
have a nice burly red sweater I pur-

chased in the summer. 
Maybe I could wait until my per-

fect sweater shows up at the Et
Cetera Shop in Newton. It might;
you never know. Stranger things
have happened. One time, I was
looking online for a nice white
blouse. I found a shiny Banana Re-
public shirt online with a nice bow
at the neck. I really wanted that
blouse. I searched all over the web,
and it wasn't for sale anywhere. 

So, I ended up at the Et Cetera
Shop, and low and behold, there
was the exact same shirt in my
size. As Adam here at work said,
“You were destined to get that
shirt.” He's right. I still have it.
Thrift stores, I have found, have a
lot of nice clothing—especially the
local Et Cetera Shop. They seem to
put out only the best. And I feel
good shopping there because I
know proceeds go to Mennonite
Central Committee and local chari-
ties.

I'm hoping to go there someday
and find my perfect sweater, al-
though I hope the plan doesn't un-
ravel.

Wendy Nugent is the features edi-
tor for Newton Now. She can be
reached at wendy@harveycoun-

tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

In search of the perfect sweater
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A few of us from the paper made the trip up to Topeka
last week to assist the Kansas Press Association in con-
tacting and speaking with legislators. 

We were tasked with discussing issues important to
newspapers, such as government transparency and
legal notices. 

We also got a chance to chat about what we feel are
important issues to our readers, such as budget con-
cerns and the redistricting of school districts. At least
from conversations with the local legislators that made
time to meet us, there seems to be little support for
some of the more radical actions being discussed. Har-
vey County is one of the few parts of the state where
moderates have not gone extinct which should be a
small reassurance.

Outside of the people, the biggest takeaway from any
trip to the Capitol is the Capitol Building itself

No matter how many times a person visits, it still elic-
its a sense of awe with its many storied rotunda, ornate
marble, sculpting and copper detailing. It draws one's
eyes upward.

The state's founders showed amazing dedication in
the construction of the building. Today many, including
us, might call such detail wasteful. 

But during those times the building represented the
aspiration for Kansans to strive to be the best they
could. We were going to have one of the best capitols in
the Country, we put our mind to it and we did it. 

Its builders meant for the Capitol to be the center of
state progress.

In the last few years little work has been done in the
building that would qualify as progress. Instead of using
public funds to improve state infrastructure, to pay for
education, we dedicate them to paying to keep the
wealthy, wealthy. 

Instead of working to create laws for the public good,
we create laws to help uplift special interests. 

Instead of the Capitol being the people's house, we
make it the house of slick men in slicker suits. 

Despite this, the building inspires hope. It has stood
through the bad legislators of the past. And it will stand
when eventually the pendulum shifts back toward good
governance. We have no other choice but to believe that
fact and to facilitate that change. 

Until that time, may the Capitol remind people that
Kansans once dreamed big and once had minds as open
as the prairie. May its murals remind us that Kansas
was once dedicated to the rights of all, to the abolition of
slavery, to the farmer, to the worker equal to the lawyer
and to all those seeking justice and freedom.

On the building stands an American Indian with his
bow and eyes pointed upwards.

The base of the statue reads Ad astra per Aspera, To
the Stars through difficulties. May those words always
remain and may we never forget them. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

AROUND NEWTON

WENDY NUGENT

Have fun filing your taxes
Around this time of year most Americans beginning

figuring their taxes—determining what is owed the gov-
ernment and what is allowed to be returned to the
earner. We are hopeful for a generous refund and pray
we don't have to pay. 

We seem to accept that government has more right to
our earnings than we who earn it. 

They do!
I quote Frank Chodorov in his book “The Income Tax:

Root of all Evil” (1954).
“Your earnings are not exclusively your own; we have

a claim on them and our claim precedes yours; we will
allow you to keep some of it because we recognize your
need, not your right; but whatever we grant you for
yourself is for us to decided... The amount of your earn-
ings that you may retain for yourself is determined by
the needs of government, and you have nothing to say
about it.”

Now doesn't that make you feel better?
Have fun filing your taxes. 
This is why government does not work.

—Laurie Hartke, Newton

CARTOON BY AMY SMARSH-JOHNSON/NEWTON NOW
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Last week marked the annual
pilgrimage of men seeking
the perfect Valentine’s Day

gift for their significant others.
The challenges faced included

finding something unique and
thoughtful but not cliché like flow-
ers, chocolates or anything that
could be misread as the man hop-
ing to enhance the current version
of his partner…like spa treat-
ments or nail salon gift certifi-
cates.

Each year, when I’m faced with
Valentine’s Day shopping, I try to
think about every conversation my
wife and I have held over the past
year for subtle hints she may have
dropped.  

And that’s when I realize, annu-
ally, I’m not a very good listener
and will face the predicament of
gifting on my own…

But this year was going to be
different. I would write her a poem
or special quotation, like I used to
do when we were dating. 

Trust me, those small tokens of
affection turned her to butter. So I
nearly exhausted every rhyming
combination my vocabulary was
capable of considering in the first
few months we were together,
which I decided, could add an ele-
ment of difficulty for this year’s
message of love.

It would need to have all the
components of classic artistry—
emotion, thought-provoking wis-
dom and an understanding of our
relationship that went beyond
anything she could imagine. I
would need to ponder our path to-
gether—how I don’t always have
the words to make her feel better,
but I have arms to give her a hug
and a heart that aches when she
does.

I needed to consider options for
what I’d write—would it be satiri-
cal, biographical, persuasive or ex-
pository…  After all, a guy gets
one shot at making the perfect
Valentine’s Day impression, and I
needed to think it through, com-
pletely.

Within the first few days, I had
a couple ideas and quickly wrote
them down…

“Roses are red, but then when
they’re picked, the colors get
droopy and the petals look sick. So
why would I get you something
that’s eventually dead, when ulti-
mately it’s better to have me, in-
stead?!”

Sure, there was a certain charm
in it, but perhaps I would need to
think harder, since at least a cou-
ple of those early works had been
kept and she might compare my
work.

“I’ve looked high and low to find
the perfect gift, but then…you al-
ready have me. Get my drift?”

Or, “There was a moment years
ago, when I saw our future to-
gether. It will forever be the same,
no matter the weather.”

Better, but still lacking some ro-
mance…

“I can’t think of anyone I’d like

to spend time with through all my
days and nights. And, aside from
my snoring that bugs you, I bet
you think I’m your knight.”

Since I was getting nowhere
with the inspirational messages of
love, I decided to try a quote, in-
stead.

“People say you cannot live
without love. I think oxygen is
pretty important also, and I’m
glad to share it with you.”

Maybe this one: “We go together
like the letters on a keyboard.
That’s why the ‘U’ and ‘I’ are side
by side.”

Or “You give me a better buzz
than beer.”

As a writer, I face an occasional
block which prevents memorable
words from flowing onto paper or
into a computer’s Word document.
This was one of those occasions… 

So, since it had reached the zero
hour—meaning I had only a couple
days to decide on the appropriate
words to express my true feel-
ings—I followed the example set
by many of my friends each year
and incorporated the timeless
Valentine’s Day expressions from
Hallmark, Russell Stover and a
local nail salon.

So, while this Valentine’s Day
ended in cliché, right down to the
heart-shaped box of candy, I’m
now inspired to write something
for our wedding anniversary. And,
if all goes well, it will be ready to
share by sometime next year…

Ken Knepper, whose wife asked
to see the new movie, “How to Be
Single” at the theater on Valen-

tine’s Day afternoon but promised
it had nothing to do with his gift

selections, can be reached at
Ken.Knepper@gmail.com.

Valentine’s pilgrimage difficult journey Guest Opinion
Keep an eye on local big

spending projects

“When to transplant a
weigela bush,” I typed
into the search engine

on my smart phone.  
Those six words elicited an en-

tire list of resources in answer to
my inquiry. I opened the first link,
read the article and had all the in-
formation I needed to preserve
those precious spring blossoms. 

I thought for a second how
much different life is now.  

When I was a kid, getting an
answer to a question like that
would have required a trip to the
library. Or perhaps I would have
pulled one of the dusty A-Z ency-
clopedias off the shelf.  

So why is it that with informa-
tion available at our fingertips, I
am beyond confused when it
comes to the upcoming presiden-
tial election? 

One would think that I could
simply type in six words and know
in an instant the candidate de-
serving of my vote. 

Instead, what I find are a bunch
of experts spouting their opinions.
And, as we all know, opinions
don’t have to be based on fact. 

Guns, ISIS, abortion, Affordable
Health Care Act, Iran. Toss out a
topic and watch the opinions fly!  

And yet, do I take the time to
research the topics and find the
answers myself? Nope.

Not exactly a stellar example of
an “informed voter.” 

On a related note, I did take a
few minutes recently to research a

meme posted by a few friends on
Facebook. It claimed that Valerie
Jarrett, national security advisor
to President Obama, stated a de-
sire to make America a more Is-
lamic country. 

It just seemed too far-fetched. A
quick search of www.Snopes.com
gave me some perspective. 

The most notable argument to
debunk the rumor related to a
claim that her comment was
recorded in the 1977 Stanford
University yearbook.  

Snopes simply pointed out that
Jarrett is her married name and
was not the name she used while
a student at Stanford. Therefore,
the purported meme was declared
“false.”     

I’m not sure what surprised me
more: the fact that someone
smarter than me hadn’t thought
to think that one through before
posting it or that I was able to ac-
tually start and end the search in
about 10 minutes. 

And, with my life, 10 minutes is

about all the time I have to re-
search. Certainly I don’t have the
time to truck down to a presiden-
tial library to research whether or
not Reagan was the best president
in history. 

So, I ask myself, “What’s the
plan?” I have a child in my home
looking to me for direction on how
to make her own informed opinion
as she heads to the polls for the
first time in August and Novem-
ber. 

For now, I’ve decided to use the
“The Hunger Games” approach.
After all, Republican candidates
started dropping like flies follow-
ing the New Hampshire primary.

By the way, I saw a car yester-
day with two Carly Fiorina
bumper stickers proudly displayed
on the back window. I wondered if
the driver would replace them
with another candidate or pledge
undying allegiance to the now-de-
funct candidate.  

I guess I’ll just let them all duke
it out and not waste my time
learning about the losers in the
televised death match. 

And maybe, just maybe, around
the time I’m transplanting that
weigela bush, I’ll have my answer. 

Who am I kidding? 

Tina Payne spends her days cre-
ating lasting social change in the
community as Director of Harvey
County United Way.  She is a fi-

ancé, mother, step-mother, and
amateur home remodeler.   

Internet as useful with politics as it is with a weigela bush

CONVERSATION PIECE

KEN KNEPPER

BRINGING THE PAYNE

TINA PAYNE

In case you missed it last week, there are a lot of big
spending ideas being thrown about locally.

The city is being asked by a private developer to give
$5 million worth of infrastructure improvements to
their $70+ million project by Wal-Mart. This project
will be retail and residential. Can the community use
more options for shopping and housing? Certainly. But
I don’t like to pay
for someone else
to build their
dream. If the
market is right,
they will build it
anyway; that is
the nature of
capitalism.

The city is also
looking at a new
police station.
They have already
spent over
$500,000 buying
the old south
Dillons site and building a new parking lot for one of
the tenants. I am sure they will have to pay for other
tenants to move, now that the precedent is set. The
station was originally sold as a $6 million project but
now is being bounced about as an $8 million project.
This is how government typically goes—start small,
then keep adding once people get used to the idea. In
fairness, the sewer plant upgrade mandated by the
federal government was sold as a $24 million project
but is expected to come in several million lower.

Does anyone remember the Logistics Park? It started
off with a few million in land then added a few million
in improvements. Ten years later, we have an awesome
drag strip east of town with no businesses moving in. It
was sold as a slam dunk, with two businesses chomping
at the bit to move here. I just urge caution to the city
when agreeing to build infrastructure then giving it
away; sometimes things happen out of your control to
change plans, but we the taxpayers are stuck paying for
it.

The school district is getting very close on their
strategic planning for the next decade and more. Many
topics are being covered, part of which includes
facilities. You can rest assured there will be a
multimillion dollar capital campaign soon for the
immediate needs of the district. 

On the state level, the activist Kansas Supreme
Court was chastised by the federal Supreme Court for
overstepping their bounds in certain cases. Maybe that
is why they changed their tune this time and only said
the way money is divvied up is unfair, not how much
money. The amount of money raised and spent is the
legislature’s constitutional duty, not the court. Now
they have put the legislature on a deadline to scrap the
second half of a two-year block grant plan to come up
with an entire new formula. Under the block grant
system, every district was getting more money per
pupil than previous years, but it still isn’t enough for
the greedy USDs. In the real world, we have to work
with what we can get, not complain incessantly and
then sue the taxpayers for more. I feel it is time to grow
up and tell our USD 373 leaders to quit funding the
lawsuits and get to work.

The county is kicking around a new fairgrounds idea
at the edge of town again. Instead of working with what
is available right now in the city next to existing
ground, they want to build all new.

So how do you get involved? Go to meetings, get to
know your elected officials, run for office! I have been
attending meetings for almost 10 years now and can
say for certain two things: they will be boring at times,
and without exception, all our local elected officials are
very approachable and easy to talk with.

You can also get involved by heading to the
Republican Party Presidential Caucus on Saturday,
March 5. We will hold it at Lindley Hall, Broadway and
Poplar, again this year. Registration starts around 9
a.m. with speeches starting at 10 a.m. It is a come-and-
go event; you can vote just as soon as you arrive or wait
until the end. The field has narrowed quite a bit in the
last month, but I still expect a lot of excitement. It will
also be a good place to meet local elected officials, who
will be attending.

I will see you there.

Jason Mitchell is a local business owner and chair of
the Harvey County Republican Party.

MY VIEWS

JASON MITCHELL

Say what?
We can complain because rose bushes have
thorns or rejoice because thorn bushes have
roses.                                                                               

Abraham Lincoln

CONTACT YOUR LEADERS
Newton Mayor Glen Davis
316-283-8976
glendavis3@cox.net

Newton Vice Mayor Barth Hague
316-283-2785
hague@mail.com

Newton Commissioner Leroy Koehn
316-772-3166
ldkoehn@kpc.kscoxmail.com

Newton Commissioner David A. Ny-
gaard
316-207-7934
dnygaard@cox.net

Newton Commissioner Kathy Valentine
316-516-4691
happyvalentine@cox.net

North Newton Mayor Ron Braun
316-283-7990
rdbraun@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Gregg
Dick
316-283-1366
greggd@bethelks.edu

North Newton Council Member Jim Go-
ering
316-284-0786
sgoering02@gmail.com

North Newton Council Member Paul
Harder
316-283-8262
phhefh@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Ron Rat-
zlaff
316-283-2566
ratzlaff@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Jane
Schmidt
316-283-6251
jschmidt@bethelks.edu

Harvey County Commissioner George A.
“Chip” Westfall
316-283-5360

chipw58@cox.net
Harvey County Commissioner Randy
Hague
316-284-7340
randy@haguespaint.com

Harvey County Commissioner Ron Kre-
hbiel
620-463-2874

74th KS Representative District
Don Schroeder
State House, Room 512-N
Kansas House of Representatives
Topeka, KS 66612
785 296-7500
don.schroeder@house.ks.gov

72nd KS Representative District
Marc Rhoades
State House, Room 459-W
Kansas House of Representatives
Topeka, KS 66612
785-296-7671
marc.rhoades@house.ks.gov

31st KS Senatorial District
Carolyn McGinn
State House, Room 223E
Kansas Senate
Topeka, KS 66612
785-296-7377
carolyn.mcginn@senate.ks.gov

4th US Congressional District
Mike Pompeo
US House of Representatives
107 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6216
http://pompeo.house.gov

US Senator Jerry Moran
US Senate
361A Rusell Senate Office Building
202-224-6521
http://moran.senate.gov

US Senator Pat Roberts
US Senate
109 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-4774
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These items, housed in a box,
could be from the 1950s or '60s,
Goering said. The front of the
box states, “Candy Fashion:
The Dream of Every Girl. The
Doll with the World's Most Ex-
quisite Clothing!”

Other future auction pieces
could include a gold 1930s or
1940s Art Deco-type pitcher,
Mary Lou Goertzen mugs with
the dates 1981 through 1983 on
them and a vintage toy that
was made in Japan, instead of
China.

“She watercolors, and they
put her designs on dishes,” Go-
ering said about Goertzen's
mugs. Goertzen used to live in
the Newton area and attended
Bethel College. “They used to
sell her pieces, like at Dillard's
or Macy's.”

The old-time toy includes a
blond man wearing a top hat
sitting in an old-fashioned car,
much like Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang. The car has “Century
1901” on the front.

“I can tell it's older because it
says it's from Japan and not
China,” Goering said.

Goering said she'd probably
find some 1940s kinds of
kitchen items to pair with the
gold pitcher to auction as a
group. Many of the silent-auc-
tion items are kept in or near a
glass case at the check-out
area.

Throughout the year, Goer-
ing collects items, and sells
some in groupings, such as dur-
ing the holidays. 

“I've got a space where I can
collect things,” Goering said.

The question she gets asked
the most is if all of these items
come from the same person.
Sometimes they do come from
the same source, sometimes
not, Goering said.

Although the items in the
grouping weren't unusual, Go-
ering recalled a variety of
things with a Newton theme
that were auctioned together.

“Actually, I'm thinking of
this Newton collection I put to-
gether a few years ago that
went for (around) $1,000,” Go-

ering replied after being asked
what were some of their more
unusual items, saying the
items themselves weren't un-
usual, but the bidding seemed
to be.

Items included dishes Ander-
son's would have sold years
ago, old newspaper clippings
and books about Newton. The
items themselves might not
have been worth a lot, Goering
said, but in a collection, they
sold for more.

During the Halloween sea-
son, Goering's placed a variety
of items in the silent auction,
including vintage Halloween
items, costumes, die cuts and
noise makers.

Every year, Goering said she
tries to have vintage Christmas
pieces to sell at auction. This
can include blown-glass orna-
ments in two to three colors
and Christmas plates.

“There's always more Christ-
mas than there is other holi-
days,” she said. “Usually, that
big case is all Christmas.”

After Halloween, the big case
at the front of the store is filled
with Christmas collectibles.

When planning what to sell,
Goering said she needs to be
objective, since she needs to
put things out that will appeal
to a variety of people.

“I don't just put things out
that I'd be interested in buy-
ing,” she said, like she might

include an alligator head with
naturalist-types of things like
pelts and furs.

Goering said she gets that
love of finding out where things
are from, from her mother,
Mary Esther Loganbill, who
volunteered at Et Cetera for 30
years. Her mother could tell
the age of things, she said.

“She taught me a lot,” Goer-
ing said, adding she's also done
a lot of self-teaching.

“Try to put out displays that
are fun, and people will have
fun bidding on them,” she said.
[…] “Make it a fun experience.”

Those who wish to bid can
ask a clerk for a card so they
can register, which doesn't cost
anything. The card will contain
people's contact information,
and they'll get their own num-
bers.

“We have a bidding book out
there with the current items
that are in the case,” Goering
said.

Goering enjoys her job.
“It's fun and artistic, and I

enjoy putting the displays to-
gether,” she said. “I want them
to be enjoyable for the shopper
to look at them even if they're
not buying them.” She added
it's almost like museum work
to her.

“I hope shoppers enjoy it as
much as I do,” Goering said. […
] “Appreciate all the items peo-
ple donate.”

VINTAGE
From Page 1

veloped more than 25 proper-
ties in the last 19 years and is
responsible for Wichita's cur-
rent Union Station remodel as
well as the Northrock Shop-
ping Center.

Sketches for the building de-
velopment showed buildings
for two 60,000-square-foot "re-
tail anchors," as well as a
15,000- and 12,000-square-foot
retail centers.

Such an anchor center could
contain a "junior box" store like
ALDI, Stafford said, before
making it clear that an ALDI
location in Newton was far
from a done deal. Other names
thrown around as stores that
would use that size of space
were T.J. Maxx and Kohl’s.

There would be another five
large outbuildings for rent as
well as 28, 1,500-square-foot
slots. The site would include
174,000 square feet in total of
rent-able space plus parking
for 1,000 cars. Stafford gave a
rough estimate of the develop-
ment creating 325 jobs.

The retail is phase one of the
project. Phase two would be
building offices, and Stafford
said he's already seen interest
from one medical company.
Phase three and four would in-
volve building apartments and
assisted living on the campus.

The timeline for this project
beginning would be about 18
months.

But as it seems with every
development recently, there's a

big "if" surrounding all of these
plans.

And that "if" centers on
money.

"We're excited about it and
would like to move forward
with it," Stafford said. "We
need help from the city. We're
asking the city to partner with
us."

What would that partner-
ship look like? Basically prop-
erty tax abatements.

Stafford said that his com-
pany would likely ask for Tax
Increment Financing (TIF) to
help provide around $5 million
in road and utility hookups.
The group could also ask for
Industrial Revenue Bonds
(IRBs) to help keep develop-
ment prices low and companies
with low retail rent.

With TIF financing, the city
would divert property taxes
back to the developing com-
pany to pay for public up-
grades to the area during a set
period of time.

Simply put, the amount it
paid in property taxes would
be at a set rate for an extended
period of time, even though the
property value increased with
development. The company
would use the savings in prop-
erty tax payments to offset in-
frastructure development
costs.

City Commissioner Leroy
Koehn invited the company to
speak to the group of builders
at Charlie's Restaurant and
discussed the city's end of the
deal.

"We need to ask what kind of
an ROI [return on investment]

will it bring and is that equi-
table?" he said.

Koehn said he supported the
idea but wanted to see the re-
sults of a cost-benefit analysis
to see how much money the de-
velopment would bring to the
city to make sure the city was
getting a good deal.

Such an analysis would have
to be conducted legally for the
city to issue industrial revenue
bonds as well.

The reason all this is moving
forward is likely due to recent
changes on the city commis-
sion.

Stafford said that the com-
pany has had the property for
three years, but miscommuni-
cation with the city had, in
part, held up the development
process.

Koehn confirmed that the
commission had been in discus-
sion with Occidental through-
out the time period and said
commission attitudes had
changed over that time.

Before Thursday night's un-
veiling, most of these plans re-
mained unknown to the larger
public, likely protected by exec-
utive sessions to discuss eco-
nomic development within the
community.

And for all of the people in
the Newton community won-
dering if such a development
would include a Freddy's
Frozen Custard?

No answer was given to that
question, but one Occidental
representative said it might
make a good guilty pleasure for
all the people done working out
at the YMCA.

PLANS
From Page 1

coming apart. 
Murphy is giving the tour to

make the case that the current
police station at Seventh and
Main is packed and running
out of room. 

Quarters are cramped in
some cases, tighter than a reg-
ular office space. The walls in
the interrogation rooms are
thin enough to hear everything
going on the other side. If a
person chose to bolt, all he or
she would have to do is run
through the front office and be
out. 

The remedy for all the tight
spaces, security issues and
growing pains, Murphy said,
would be a new police station. 

The plan
The commission saw plans on

that new police station and mu-
nicipal court building last week
at a work session. It would be
placed on a $475,000 lot the
city has already purchased
where the old south Dillons
once was on Fourth and Main
St. 

The new building would be
39,000 square feet. Murphy
said it would provide plenty of
room to grow and provide room
for storage. It would be two sto-
ries and built to match the his-
toric train station across the
street.

It would provide adequate
training rooms, female locker
rooms, a much larger evidence
room, and better security—all
needs the police department
discussed with the building ar-
chitects.

Murphy said it would be de-
signed for an age with comput-
ers, something that the original
station built in the late ’60s
was not meant to do. And it
would be built to serve the of-
fice for 30 to 50 years. 

The presented price tag for
such a solution comes in at
roughly $8 million, according to
WDM Architects, the firm de-
signing the new building. 

Paying for it
Such a project funded purely

by property tax would require a
significant mill levy commit-
ment. According to rough num-
bers presented by Assistant
City Manager Lunda Asmani,
such a plan would require a
starting rate of 4.68 mills a
year in taxes, decreasing each
year over a 20-year period to
3.67 mills once the building is
paid off. 

That would mean a cost of
$51.48 to an owner of a
$100,000 home in additional
taxes, with that amount gradu-
ally decreasing each year to a
final rate of $40.37

Using property taxes to fi-
nance half the plan would re-
quire 2.34 mills to pay for the
station initially before decreas-
ing to 1.83 mills by the time the
building is paid off in 20 years. 

Decisions 
With a price tag materializ-

ing alongside financial informa-
tion, the decision on what to do
with the project proposal now
falls on the Newton City Com-
mission. All members of the
commission were contacted for
the story, and the majority sup-
ported moving forward with the
project, though the levels of en-
thusiasm varied. Most ex-
pressed a wish to fund the
project through a mix of prop-
erty taxes and other revenues
such as sales tax. 

“I think it's adequate, and I
don't think we're willing to
spend more money than what
the estimated cost is,” Mayor
Glen Davis said. “We have to
rely on our architects and our
city staff. With all that is going
into it, I think it is probably a
doable price the way every-
thing costs.”

Davis said that paying for
the project is going to be a diffi-
cult scale to balance and he un-
derstands some community
members are on a fixed income.

Davis said he favored looking
for alternative ways to help
fund the project, adding that
the city could find some money
available, though he declined to
name the idea he had in mind
just yet. He also brought the
idea up of renting out open
space the city had at industrial
parks for farming, though he
said he didn't know how much
money that would bring in. 

Kathy Valentine said she
was also interested in funding
the building but wanted to find
a way to fund it that didn't rely
solely on property tax.

“We should not to rush into it
but do it wisely so we don't bur-
den the taxpayers even more,”
she said. 

Valentine said she thought
that sale tax revenues could
help for the building. 

Commissioner Barth Hague
said he supported the project
moving forward but would like
to see it include more parking. 

He said that if the state
property tax lid would be in
place, the decision to build the

building could very well be up
to Newton voters. 

“I think there are ways in
which we can do it,” he said.
“The question is, ‘Will citizens
be open to it?’”

Commissioner David Ny-
gaard also said he believed the
building needed more parking. 

The building plans showed it
would have a gated parking lot
for police officers and city em-
ployees which would have 60 to
70 spaces as well as public
parking that would have about
40 spaces in front. Nygaard ex-
pressed concern at the previous
work session that the amount
of spots might not be able to
serve the crowds that show up
for municipal court night.  

Nygaard expressed an inter-
est to build the building larger
to make sure it would last 40
to 50 years in the future. He
did not want to see the city
have to pay higher costs in the
future to construct something
it could build cheaper today. 

Nygaard came down in favor
of looking for all options to
fund the building and thought
funding options should extend
past property taxes. 

Working with the county 
Commissioner Leroy Koehn

said he still has to make up his
mind about the proposed build-
ing.

“I've been getting a lot of
push back from community
leaders and regular citizens
that we still need to find a way
to work with the county,” he
said. Koehn added the commu-
nity had other future concerns
coming up such as what to do
about its library. 

Koehn said he wanted to see
some more discussion with the
county, possibly a meeting be-
tween the two groups about
their future needs and the pos-
sibility of sharing a project or
costs. 

“What if we realize in five
years we could have combined
and pooled our resources to
combine the sheriff's office, po-
lice, courts and could have
been much more efficient and
comprehensive way?” he said.
“Again, it seems to me there
might be a way if we approach
it together and work together
as a team.”

Harvey County Commission
Chair Chip Westfall said that
the county would not favor par-
ticipating in any option that in-
volved moving the sheriff's
office away from the court-
house. He said separating the
jail, the sheriff’s office, the
court and the district attorney
would lead to too many ineffi-
ciencies otherwise.

Westfall said the only other
option he could think of was a
bit grandiose and perhaps not
an easy sell to the general pub-
lic. 

Westfall said that the county
could in the future build a
county administration building
at SW 36th Street and Kansas
Avenue on land the county
owns and had originally pur-
chased for new county fair
grounds. 

He said all the offices on the
first floor and basement, in-
cluding the Register of Deeds
office, the Department of Motor
Vehicles, the Department of
Senior Services and the build-
ing administration could be
moved into a new building,
leaving the whole first floor
and basement of the court-
house open for the expansion of
the sheriff’s office and police
department, alleviating the
cramped conditions, which he
said did exist.

He said that the City of New-
ton could possibly pay a share
of the cost of the new adminis-
tration building but added that
his idea is a bit “pie in the
sky.” 

For now
There currently is no time-

line for when the decision on
the proposed police building
will have to be made. Archi-
tects will still have to turn in
their final drawings. The com-
mission would have to approve
a final plan. 

The project could be held up
by contaminated soil at the
proposed police/municipal
court site. 

The architecture firm said
they did find contamination in
the soil but didn't have testing
results to detail what the city
would have to do about such
contamination. 

Police Chief Eric Murphy
said until that time the depart-
ment didn't want to make any
big changes in the building. 

In Murphy's opinion, the
time and building is right for
the future of the Newton Police
Department. It now comes
down to selling the building to
the commission as well as the
community. 

“Sure we could build it for
today, and that defeats the
purposes of what you're doing,”
he said. “We could not plan for
the future, but that could hurt
us in the long run, and we'd be
doing this again in five or 10
years.”

POLICE
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
The Newton Et Cetera Shop gets real alligator heads. 

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
An image of the proposed retail space provided by Occidental Management.
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ble to reach goals. Keel's
goal for this year is 1,500
boxes again, and she's al-
ready been out selling.
Even on her day off from
school, which was Presi-
dents Day this week, she
was out early selling
those popular sugary,
tasty treats. By Monday
afternoon, she had sold
about 200 boxes.

On average, there are
20 cookies per box, so last
year, Keel sold about
30,760 cookies. Each box
sells for $4, so if she
reaches her 1,500-box
goal this year, she will
have sold $6,000 worth of
cookies. Each Girl Scout
cookie case has 12 boxes,
so she sold about 128
cases. If you equate what
she sold last year in calo-
ries, a lot of energy was
produced, as there were
almost 2 million calories
in all those cookies.

Her most popular cook-
ies last year were those
containing peanut but-
ter—the Peanut Butter
Sandwich cookies and
Peanut Butter Patties.
Th, Shortbread, Lemon-
ades and Cranberry Cit-
rus Crisps.

Keel spends a lot of
time approaching people,
whether it's door-to-door
or business-to-business.

“Yesterday, I sold seven
hours,” Keel said about
what she did this past
Sunday. 

“Probably two to three
hours during the week
and pretty much all day
during the weekend,” said
Tonya Keel, Jadyn's
mom, about how much
time her daughter spends
selling.

Last year, the Girl
Scouts only had four
weeks to sell cookies; this
year, they have six. The
first day Scouts were al-
lowed to sell cookies was
Saturday, and Keel al-
ready has boxes of cook-
ies, so when she goes door
to door, she can sell the
cookies on the spot. Keel
ordered 1,200 boxes of
cookies to start out with,
and she can get more. 

She keeps her supplies

close to home.
“Our truck is full, and

her closet is full of cook-
ies,” Keel said about her
mom.

Keel does all the sell-
ing, Tonya said, although
she and Jadyn's brother,
Jastin Keel, 13, have
gone with her on sales
calls. Jastin carries the
bags and cookies. 

“A lot of his friends—
they used to be Girl
Scouts, and now they're
not, and they want to buy
cookies,” Keel said.

“We absolutely hit up
every single person we
know and then the door-
to-door type,” Tonya said.

In addition, Keel has
connections from her
paper routes.

“I have three paper
routes, and I have about
100 customers,” she said,
adding her brother did
the same route.

“When we started that
route, I was pregnant
with her,” Tonya said
about Keel. […] They've
watched my kids grow
up. They're friends.
There's very few people
on that route that would
say no.”

Most people buy more
than one box of cookies.
Keel said if you know a
certain person in a neigh-
borhood, that person can
tell them which houses to
go to.

A few years ago, Girl

Scouts changed how they
sell cookies, as they're
not so much doing pre-or-
ders anymore.

“There's no way we
could sell that many
cookies if she had to do it
like that,” Tonya said,
adding with pre-orders,
Scouts had to go to places
at least twice—the first
time to get the order and
the second to bring the
cookies. They might even
have had to return multi-
ple times if people
weren't home.

Keel has a few sales
techniques.

“I can't be all mopey,”
she said. “You have to be
happy,” adding if a poten-
tial customer says no, she
tries harder, like telling
the person the cookies
are delicious.

“For myself, something
I do when it starts get-
ting cold and I'm getting
hungry […] I tell myself,
'Keep your eye on the
prize',” Keel said.

Tonya keeps her
daughter motivated by
misleading her.

“I lie to her about how
many she's sold,” Tonya
said, indicating she tells
her she's sold fewer than
she really has so she'll
sell more, but not too few
so it will discourage her.

“I'm a bad mom,”
Tonya said, laughing.

“No, that helps me,”
Keel replied.

During her first year,
Keel had to walk through
a foot of snow because
there had been a bliz-
zard. Although the
weather conditions were
not enjoyable, it helped
her sell cookies, since
people took pity on her
being out in the cold.

Selling cookies would
be a lot harder if Keel
had to count all the boxes
and keep track of the
money; her mom does
that. 

Girl Scouts offers sales
incentives. During her
first year, for example,
Keel was given an iPod
Nano, and this year, she
hopes to earn an iPad
Mini. In addition, girls
can get cookie credits,
which can be used for a
variety of purchases,
from uniform items to
trips. Keel is saving most
of her credits for a trip. 

Girls who sell more
than 500 boxes get to at-
tend an area event; last
year, it was at Tan-
ganyika. Later, there's
another party for girls
who sell more than 1,000
boxes. It was at Explo-
ration Place in Wichita
last year with girls
spending the night and
having dinner.

“I basically would
make it to 200 every
year,” Keel said, but her
mom pushes her to go
further.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Ever the entrepreneur, Jaydn Keel, center, sells a couple of boxes of Thin Mints Monday afternoon to
Heather Mueller, left, while Keel's brother, Jastin, 13, looks on after they stopped by the Newton Now of-
fice at 706 N. Main St.

KEEL
From Page 1

Lewis Bar-
rick Wilson
Jr., 71, re-
tired Newton
Medical Cen-
ter market-
ing and
community
relations
manager,
and commu-
nity builder, passed away
Tuesday, Feb. 9, 2016. 

Memorial service was
at 2 p.m. on Saturday,
Feb. 13, at First Mennon-
ite Brethren Church in
Wichita.

Wilson was a member
of the Nuts Ukulele
Tunes Society and had a
number of current com-
munity service involve-
ments including member
and board of directors at
the Newton Area Senior
Center, Carriage Factory
Art Gallery and Active
Age newspaper. He was
vice president for the Ki-
wanis Club of Newton
and member and on the
advisory board for RSVP
of Harvey County. He

also served on
the Harvey
County Re-
source Council
and on the
public rela-
tions commit-
tee for
Mennonite
Church of the
Servant in Wi-

chita.
He was preceded in

death by brother Alvin
Bruce Wilson. 

Survivors include wife,
Kristi; sons, Jeffrey Wil-
son of Redlands, Calif.,
and Bryan Wilson (Ur-
sula) of Wichita; brother,
James Bradley Wilson of
Lenexa; sister, Rea Wil-
son of Olathe; and four
grandchildren. 

Memorials are estab-
lished with Alzheimer’s
Association, 1820 E. Dou-
glas, Wichita, KS 67214
and Central Kansas Com-
munity Foundation, 301
N. Main St., Newton, KS
67114. Downing & Lahey
Mortuary West was in
charge of arrangements.

LEWIS BARRICK WILSON JR.
Anita J.

Houdek, 73,
passed away
on Wednes-
day, Feb. 10,
2016, at Via
Christi-
Harry Hynes
Hospice in
Wichita.

Anita was
born on Sept. 12, 1942, in
Belleville to Louis and
Mildred (Shindler) Tre-
cek.

Anita married Dennis
Houdek on Nov. 4, 1962,
in Agenda, and they were
married for 53 years be-
fore her passing.

Anita went to a busi-
ness college and was a
self-employed seamstress.
She was an excellent
homemaker and the “best
grandma ever.” She was a
member of Trinity
Heights United
Methodist Church and a
member of various church
and social organizations.

She is survived by her
husband: Dennis
Houdek; children: Dou-

glas and
spouse, Beth,
Connie Arm-
strong and
spouse, Eric,
and Greg and
spouse, Adri-
anne; three
brothers; two
sisters; and six
grandchildren:

Shelby Homewood, Andy
Homewood, Sydney, Cole,
Benjamin, Evie and
Samuel.

She was preceded in
death by her parents;
brother Duane; niece
Amanda; great-niece
Logan; and niece by mar-
riage Christine.

Memorial services were
on Saturday, Feb. 13, at
Trinity Heights United
Methodist Church of
Newton.

A memorial has been
set up for Trinity Heights
United Methodist
Church, 1200 Boyd Ave.,
Newton, Kansas 67114.
Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton was in charge
of arrangements.

ANITA J. HOUDEK

John Hayden (Jack) Barnes, son of
Clarence Russell and Vera Aileen Barnes,
was born on March 22, 1929, in Holton.
He died Friday, Feb. 12, 2016.

He was preceded in death Oct. 12,
2008, by his beloved wife, Alma Jeanne
Barnes.

Jack and Alma Jeanne were married on
Dec. 25, 1951, in Netawaka. Jack is sur-
vived by his four sons, Gregg, John, Bruce
and Robert, one brother Joseph and his
wife Annette, five grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren.

Jack was a graduate of Kansas State College, with a
bachelor of science in agriculture in 1951, where he
was a member of the Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity. 

In college, he was involved in vocal music with his
fraternity.  He also was in Army ROTC and graduated
as a second lieutenant.

Jack started his career as the Extension 4-H Agent
in Brown County in 1953. He and Alma Jeanne and

three sons moved to Newton in 1959, where
he took the position of 4-H agent for Harvey
County. In Harvey County, he held the posi-
tions of 4-H agent, agricultural agent and di-
rector of Extension Services until his
retirement in 1989.

Jack and Alma Jeanne were founders and
charter members of Trinity Heights
Methodist Church in 1962, with their fourth
son, Robert, being the first child born into
the congregation.

Funeral service was at 10 a.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 17, at Trinity Heights United Methodist
Church in Newton with the Rev. Donna Voteau presid-
ing. Graveside committal service with Military Honors
was on Wednesday at Holton City Cemetery in Holton.

Memorials are suggested to Trinity Heights United
Methodist Church Music Dept. in care of Petersen Fu-
neral Home.

Petersen Funeral Home in Newton is in charge of
arrangements.

JOHN HAYDEN (JACK) BARNES

Feb. 11
Arrests:
Kenorris K. Drummond,

22, Newton / DUI, 500 Blk
E 1st 

Feb. 10
Criminal calls:
Burglary, Criminal

Damage, 400 Blk E Broad-
way 

Theft, 500 Blk S Magno-
lia 

Arrests:
Matthew O. Lindsey, 20,

Newton / Obstruction,
Criminal Damage, DC,
Warrants 2x, 900 Blk N

High 
Becky A. Magee, 63,

Newton / Battery, 200 Blk
SW 3rd 

Feb. 9
Criminal Calls:
Theft, 1700 Blk S

Kansas  
Violation PFA, 800 Blk

W 5th  
Arrests:
David E. Smith, 27,

Newton / Dom Battery,
Poss Marij, Poss Para,
Criminal Damage, 400
Blk SW 4th 

Thursday, Feb. 18
7:30 a.m.—Newton City Commission Agenda Preview

at Newton City Hall
6 p.m.—Bethel College women’s basketball vs.

Bethany at Thresher Gym
6:30 p.m.—Introduction to Foxtrot, Waltz and Swing

dance class. Every Thursday from Feb. 18-March 10, go
to the NRC to become more comfortable and confident
with those styles. Bring a partner to enjoy the relaxed
atmosphere. Instructor is Katie Schmidt.

7 p.m.—Teen YLinK at Newton Public Library. Youth
Leaders in Kansas seeks to improve life for people aged
12-18 with mental health issues.

7 p.m.—Third Thursday Book Discussion at Newton
Public Library. Read and talk about “About a Boy” by
Nick Hornby. Contact the library for copies.

7 p.m.—Wes Jones singer/songwriter to perform origi-
nal music at Mojo’s Coffee Bar on the Bethel College
campus. His music is inspired James Taylor, Gordon
Lightfoot and BJ Thomas.

8 p.m.—Bethel College men’s basketball vs. Bethany
at Thresher Gym.

Saturday, Feb. 20
1 p.m.—Bethel College softball vs. Central Christian

doubleheader at Bethel.
5 p.m.—Bethel College women’s basketball vs. Tabor

at Thresher Gym.
7 p.m.—Bethel College men’s basketball vs. Tabor at

Thresher Gym.

Sunday, Feb. 21
2 p.m.—Civil War Letters Home at Harvey County

Historical Museum, 203 N. Main, Newton. Colonel Jack
Bender III will host a program illustrating the comfort
given and received by soldiers from Kansas through let-
ter exchanged during the Civil War. Admission is free
for members, $5 for members.

Monday, Feb. 22
9 a.m.—Harvey County Commission meeting at

County Courthouse.
4 p.m.—Newton Aviation Commission meeting at

Newton City/County Airport.
7:30 p.m.—Newton High School band concert at NHS

auditorium.

Tuesday, Feb. 23
7 p.m.—The Art of Photographing People at Newton

Public Library. Stan Reimer, a Master Photographer
Craftsman with 50 of experience will lead a program on
photographing people. Admission is free.

7 p.m.—Newton City Commission meeting at Newton
City Hall.

Wednesday, Feb. 24
3 p.m.—Bethel College softball vs. Hesston College

doubleheader at Bethel
7 p.m.—TALK Book Discussion at Newton Public Li-

brary. Martha Sanchez, adjunct professor at Wichita
State will lead a discussion of “The Tortilla Curtain” by
T.C. Boyle.  

Thursday, Feb. 25
7 p.m.—Newton Area Cancer Support Group to meet

at Shalom Mennonite Church at 800 E. First St. in
Newton. Dr. Greg Nanney, a medical oncologist with
Central Care Cancer Center, will be the guest speaker.

Saturday, Feb. 27
6 p.m.—Carriage Factory Art Gallery fundraiser

“Party like it’s the ’70s!” game show with raffle prizes,
silent auction, DJ with ’70s music, photo booth, food,
and wine.

Do you have an event you'd like listed in the
Community Calendar? If so, contact Clint Harden
at 316-281-7899 or clint@harveycountynow.com.

Newton Lions Club hosts
preschool vision screening
Newton Lions Club partnered with Asbury Station

Child Care Center last month to provide free vision
screenings for young children. About 30 children were
screened by Lions Club members at the event on Jan.
27. 

“Thankfully, none of the children screened required
follow-up care,” Lions Club President Carrie Herman
said. “That’s why we do these events: early screening
leads to early detection, and we want to make sure that
correctible vision problems don’t stand in the way of our
children learning and seeing the world clearly.”

More than 12 million school-age children in the
United States have some form of vision problem, yet
only one in three have received eye care services before
age 6.

—For Newton Now
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FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifieds

with manuals, directories and other ma-
terials designed to help their clients es-
tablish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.
KCAN CLASSIFIEDS
Adoption

WARM, FUN, PROFESSIONAL Couple with
hearts full of love eager to provide your
baby with love and happiness forever. Ex-
penses paid. Christina and Michael
(877)298-1945

Farm Equipment
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your
land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leasing
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

For Sale
20’ 40’ 45’ 48’ 53’ Storage containers  
centralcontainer.net or 785 655 9430

FINAL DAYS! Keys to Their Heart Sale
now thru February 13! Over 130 pianos on
sale as low as $49/month. Mid-America
Piano, Manhattan, 800-950-3774. Preview
our sale at piano4u.com.

Help Wanted
Anthony, Kansas, seeks FT Development
Services/Assistant Human Resources Di-
rector.  Salary: $35,000-$45,000/yr., DOQ.
Non-FLSA Exempt. Excellent  benefits.
More information:
www.anthonykansas.org/jobs or 620-842-
5434. Open until filled. EOE.

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Operator
Career! We Offer Training and Certifications
Running Bulldozers, Backhoes and Exca-
vators. Lifetime Job Placement. VA Benefits
Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori
ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Machinery Consignment Sale, Mon., March
7, 2016 at 9:00 A.M. Consign early by Feb.
19, 2016 for complete advertising. No Small
Items, Tires or Pallet Items Accepted After
Friday, Feb. 26. Next Machinery Consign-
ment Sale is April 4, 2016. Gilbert’s Sale
Yard, LLC, 641-398-2218. 2 Mi. N. of Floyd,
IA On Hwy. 218. Tractor House Internet
Bidding Available. www.gilbertsaleyard.com
(MCN)

MCN

FOR SALE

FRUIT TREES LOW AS $18. Blueberry,

Grape, Strawberry, Asparagus, Evergreen

& Hardwood Plants. FREE catalog. WOOD-

STOCK NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95, Nellsville,

WI 54456. Toll Free 888-803-8733. 

wallace-woodstock.com (MCN)

TRAILER WORLD: Surgery Over-Back to

Normal Hours!  Trailer SALES, Trailer

PARTS, Trailer REPAIRS. 515-972-4554.

www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT

TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3

Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,

All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 

1-800-283-0205 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED

CLASS A CDL Drivers Needed For OTR.

Kansas Based Company. 2 years Experi-

ence Needed. Must Meet DOT Require-

ments. Call Stan 785-545-5966 (MCN)

OWNER OPERATORS wanted. Paid all

miles. No touch freight. Many operating

discounts. Family run business for 75

years. Many bonuses and good home time.

Direct deposit paid weekly. 

Call 800-533-0564 ext.205. (MCN)

CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and benefits.
Matching 401k. Bonuses and tax free mon-
ey. Experience needed. Call Scott 507-437-
9905. Apply on-line http://www.mcfgtl.com
(MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.MyHomeIncomeNow55.com (MCN)

MAKE $1000 Weekly!! Mailing Brochures
From Home. Helping home workers since
2001. No Experience Required. Start Im-
mediately! www.centralmailing.net (VOID
IN SD, WI) (MCN)

FARM RELATED
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your
land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leasing
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down?  We can help reduce payments
and get finances under control, 
call: 866-871-1626 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. 
Call today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 50 tabs $90
includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-0780
or Metromeds.online (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
(MCN)

AS SEEN ON TV:  Burn fat quickly & effec-
tively with Garcinia Cambogia.  Blocks
fat. Suppresses your appetite. Safe - 100%
natural.  Satisfaction Guaranteed! Free
bottle with select packages! 844-587-6487
(MCN)

ACNE SUFFERERS:  Clear your acne with
all natural Acnezine!  Eliminate the root
cause of acne fast. No negative side effects
of chemical treatments. Exclusive Trial Of-
fer, Call: 855-402-7215 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
Save up to 93%! Call our licensed Canadian
and International pharmacy service to
compare prices and get $15.00 off your
first prescription and FREE Shipping. 
1-800-263-4059. (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

ADOPTION
A UNIQUE ADOPTIONS, LET US HELP!
Personalized Adoption Plans. Financial
Assistance, Housing, Relocation and More.
Giving the Gift of Life?  You Deserve the
Best. 1-888-637-8200. 24HR Hotline. (VOID
IN IL) (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
AT&T U-Verse for just $59.99/mo! BUNDLE
& SAVE with AT&T Internet+Phone+TV and
get a FREE pre-paid Visa Card! (select
plans). HURRY, CALL NOW! 855-841-2927
(MCN)

Lower Your TV, Internet & Phone Bill!!!
Get Fast Internet from $15/mo - qualifying
service. Limited Time Offer. Plus, get a
FREE $300 Gift Card. Call 877-916-4108
Today!! (MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

$14.99 SATELLITE TV.  Includes free in-
stallation.  High speed internet for less
than $.50 a day.  Low cost guarantee. Ask
about our FREE IPAD with Dish Network.
Call today 1-855-331-6646 (Not available
in NE) (MCN)

DISH NETWORK - $19 Special, includes
FREE Premium Movie Channels (HBO,
Showtime, Cinemax, and Starz) and Block-
buster at home for 3 months. Free instal-
lation and equipment. 
Call NOW! 1-866-820-4030 (MCN)

Does your auto club offer no hassle service
and rewards? Call Auto Club of America
(ACA) & Get $200 in ACA Rewards! (New
members only) Roadside Assistance &
Monthly Rewards. Call 1-800-778-9184
(MCN)

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can’t reach a phone! FREE
Brochure. CALL 800-306-1404 (MCN)

Marion County Park and
Lake Marion County Park
and Lake is now accepting

applications for the 
Park and Lake Assistant.

Applicants must have
good people skills, com-
puter skills (Word and

Excel), able to work week-
ends, help with cleaning

and landscaping. 
Please pick up applications
available Monday-Friday
9am-5pm, Saturday 8am-

7pm at Marion County
Park and Lake Office: 

#1 Office Dr. Marion, KS.
Any questions call 

Lake Office
620-382-3240.

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-800-442-5148 (MCN)

DISH NETWORK - Get MORE for LESS!
Starting $19.99/month (for 12 months).
PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast Internet for
$15 more/month). 
CALL Now 1-800-390-3140 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV and get a FREE Whole-
Home Genie HD/DVR upgrade. Starting at
$19.99/mo. FREE 3 months of HBO, SHOW-
TIME & STARZ.  New Customers Only.
Don't settle for cable. 
Call Now 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

19.99/mo. for DIRECTV - HD Channels +
Genie HD DVR + 3 months FREE HBO,
SHOW, MAX & STARZ + FREE NFL Sunday
Ticket! Call Now 1-888-552-7314 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. Call
NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

Emergencies can strike at any time. Wise
Food Storage makes it easy to prepare
with tasty, easy-to-cook meals that have a
25-year shelf life. FREE SAMPLE. Call:
844-275-5400 (MCN)

MCNMCN

Call 620-947-5702
or email

natalie@hillsbo-
rofreepress.com

Reach
MORE 

people with
our 

classifieds!
Your classified
ad will appear 

in both the 
Hillsboro Free

Press and 
Newton Now..
reaching every
Marion County
household and
Newton Now 
subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for
20 words, then 
25¢ per word

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25)

1 Employment

Managerial
Grand CCentral fformerly NNewton
AArea SSenior CCenter:  SSearching
for DDirector, ccreative, oorganized,
plan pprograms, bbudget, uuse ccom-
puter, pprepare rreports ffor eex-
ternal aagencies. PPart ttime fflex-
ible hhours. SSubmit rresume tto
grandcentral122@yahoo.com.
05-3tc

Professional/Technical
Part time/Full time position at Newton
Copy Shop. Previous computer skills re-
quired and willingness to learn new pro-
grams. Must be dependable and able to
work with others and alone. Good customer
service a must! Apply at Copies & More,
1114 N. Main, Newton or Hesston Prestige
Printing, 117 N. Main, Hesston. 05-2tp

Call 620-947-5702 for details

Looking to reach a
LARGER MARKET

than our area?
We have NATIONAL CLASSIFIED and

DISPLAY AD NETWORKS that can
increase your circulation to one million

and up to 11 million. 

Municipal Court Clerk / 
Police Secretary / Diversion
Officer / Probation Office for

City of Peabody. 
PT, 20-25/hrs per week. 

Successful applicant will pass
background/criminal history

investigation and drug screen.
Require computer skills in MS
Word, Excel, Access, phone
skills, good verbal & written

communication skills. 
Professionalism, ethics, confi-
dentiality are a high priority.

Application can be obtained at
peabodyks.com, at city hall or
police station. 620-983-2133.

Application deadline 
Monday, Feb. 15 at 5 p.m. HELP WANTED

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS & CARPENTERS
Commercial & Residential

Experienced & Quality minded
Pay & benefits based on ability.
Drivers license required. EOE

VOGT’S CONSTRUCTION CO.
(316) 282-2400

We Are Growing!
CURRENT NEEDS:

RN/LPN - 2nd & 3rd shift 

CMA/CNA - 2nd & 3rd shift 

HOMEMAKER/HOUSEKEEPER - 1st shift

DINING ASSISTANT - 4:30-8:00 pm

Restorative Aide/Transportation

Please contact Marci Heidebrecht, HR, at (620) 947-2301 or
marcih@parksideks.org for an application. 

Criminal background checks run at the time of job offer. 
Parkside is proud to be a drug-free, EOE workplace.

200 Willow Road • Hillsboro, KS  67063 • (620) 947-2301
www.parksideks.org

KCAN

Centre USD 397 is 
accepting applications for the

following positions:

• Bus Drivers
• Elementary Teachers’

Aid
• Middle School Science

Teacher for 2016-17

Applications available at 
district office, 785-983-4304

or on website:
www.usd397.com

Application deadline: until
position filled.  EOE

Competitive wages starting at $9/hr.
Flexible Schedules

401K and other benefits available
Opportunities to advance even higher!

Stop by the HILLSBORO LOCATION or visit 
mysubwaycareer.com to apply today!

NOW HIRING
in Hillsboro!

THE LEGACY OF

HERINGTON is now

taking applications for

the following positions:

* LPN/Medical 
Records Director

* RN/LPN Charge 
Nurse

* Certified Medication 
Aides

* Certified Nurse 
Aides

* Housekeepers
If you are interested in

joining a motivated team
of individuals who 

are invested in 
person-centered care,

please stop by 2 East Ash
in Herington and pick up

an application or 
send us a resume!

3 For Rent

Apartments/Homes/Rooms
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. 
rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

In Hillsboro: 5 bed 2 bath apartment. No
Smoking, No Pets. 620-382-7696. 05-4tc

4 Merchandise

For Sale
Antique Couch, chair and footrest with
carved wood trim. 620-947-2273 or 620-
382-7068. 06-2tp

Oil tanks- two 110 gallon poly oil tanks
with stand, New Mini Excavator tracks.
CAT Filters,  call for details 620-381-3472,
07-1t

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)
have purchased some of the following
classifieds. Determining the value of the
service or product is advised by this pub-
lication. In order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not offer em-
ployment but rather supply the readers

HELP WANTED
Office Assistant 

with computer skills, good
with the public, for a 

new business moving to 
Hillsboro. Salary depend-

ent upon experience. 

Call 316-321-9438 
M-F between 8-5

�������	
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KCAN

PRODUCTION HELP WANTED
MONDAY-FRIDAY

2nd Shift: 4:00 pm to 12:00 am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 

620-947-2664

Looking for
the right 

employee?

Contact Natalie to 
advertise your job

listing today!

natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Storage Units Available 
12x40 RV and Mini Storage

101 West Hwy 50 • 316-217-3305
jsmitch73@hotmail.com

Reserve Your Unit NOW!

Securestore50.com

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service
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CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Sondra Buller smiles in celebration after her team won the KCAC Cheer and Dance championship. Buller is a senior at Bethel. BELOW:
Kendra Gonzales (front) and Whitney Danbury perform their routine for the crowd and judges at Thresher Gym last Friday. Gonzales and Dan-
bury were named as a KCAC All-Star. 

Something to cheer about
From worst to first: Bethel cheer takes KCAC title

When head cheer coach
Joseph Gogus first ar-
rived at Bethel, he had
two weeks before the
school year started to put
together a team.

He had to hunt down
students on campus will-
ing to don the maroon
and gray, most of which
had no experience cheer-
leading.

“Then I actually had a
full recruiting year, and
this is the product of the
full recruiting year,”
Gogus said.

Now, the Threshers
are KCAC champions.

With a score of 84.625,
Bethel moved up from its
runner-up finish a year
ago.

“Definitely feels pretty
good, because I know the
team struggled before I
came,” Gogus said. “Be-
fore I came, the team had
never finished out of last
place. I came in, we fin-
ished runner-up and felt
like we were real close,
and we ended up beating
the team that beat us in
the conference, in the re-
gional last year. So we
definitely felt like we
were making strides, and
it’s kind of surreal to see
the team come that far.”

Now the Threshers will
move on to the regional
competition at Oklahoma
City University. Gogus
said the competition at
OCU is the toughest in
the nation for a region
meet.

“We’ll be against the
five-time defending na-
tional champion,” he
said.

Cheer and dance has
been an official NAIA-
sponsored sport for five
years, and he’s ready to
knock off the Stars from
OCU. Bethel has yet to
lose a competition, taking

first at the Thresher In-
vitational, then at Ster-
ling, and again at
Thresher Gym for the
KCAC title.

“This was one of our
goals, to come back and

win the conference cham-
pionship, and it seems
there’s a lot of consis-
tency,” Gogus said. “Last
year, it was second, sec-
ond, second, then third in
the region. Hopefully we
can keep that same
mindset of first, first,
first.”

But Gogus has re-
mained honest with him-
self, not allowing his
hopes and dreams to get
the better of him.

“Honestly, I’m hoping
for at least a second-
place finish at region,” he
said “I feel strongly that
if we finish second or
third at region, we can go
to nationals. We’ll be the
first team from the
KCAC in the five years to
go to nationals.”

To qualify for nation-
als, a team must win one
of the four regional com-
petitions for an auto-
matic bid. After those
four, it’s the next eight
top scores from around
the nation.

Last year, Bethel fin-
ished fourth and missed
the NAIA national cham-
pionships by 1.25 points.

Bethel dominated the
conference champi-
onships, as the next clos-
est team was Ottawa at
79.125. Of the seven
KCAC All-Stars (top per-
formers), six came from
Bethel in Kendra Gonza-
les, Justin Haflich, Jenni
Schrag, Erin Doerksen,
Nathaniel Ortega-Torres
and Whitney Danbury.

“I wanted it for my
seniors, who were here
when the program was
really bad,” Gogus said.
“It was one of those
things to see the program
come up; to see those

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

See BETHEL / 12

Railer wrestlers
in a good spot
to get to state

Newton wrestling didn’t get the toughest draw for
its regional tournament, but it still has plenty of work
cut out if it wants to take a haul to the state tourna-
ment.

The top four wrestlers from each weight class qual-
ify for the state tournament.

A total of 18 ranked wrestlers enter the Valley Cen-
ter state qualifier including Newton’s Logan Treaster
(113 pounds) and Cristian Diaz (220). Treaster will
likely walk through his bracket to place in the top
four, as he is the only wrestler ranked in the top six at
the regional in his weight class.

He’s beaten all but three of his opponents this sea-
son and one loss was in the Newton Tournament of
Champions to Ark City’s Marcus Robinson, the state’s
No. 2 wrestler at the time. Treaster and Robinson
have a high probability of meeting in the state champi-
onship. Treaster enters the tournament with a record
of 30-3. Robinson is now the top-ranked wrestler in the
113-pound weight class. Ark City is in the Andover re-
gional.

Cristian Diaz started the season strong, rattling of
10 straight wins en route to an 11-1 start and sits at
23-10 entering the regional tournament. Diaz’s road
will be tougher than Treaster’s.

Although he won’t have to worry about seeing No. 2
Corey Atkins of Goddard at regional, he will likely
have a rematch with Salina Central’s Michael Mc-
Mullen, 5A’s top-ranked at 220 pounds. McMullen
handed Diaz a 5-0 loss a few weeks ago when the Mus-
tangs came to town. Regardless, Diaz’s chances of fin-
ishing in the top four to qualify for state are high. He
and McMullen will be the top two wrestlers in the
weight class on Saturday.

A Newton wrestler who’s flown under the radar on
the state level is Mo Murphy at 285 pounds. He will
enter the tournament with a record of 24-11, and al-
though he’s had some solid wins, he could never quite
get the big win he needed to break into the top six.

Murphy faced Valley Center’s Tom Adams earlier
this season, and Adams escaped with a tiebreaker win.
Nearly the same thing happened at the Tournament of
Champions when Ark City’s Tyler Shannon, another
ranked wrestler beat Murphy in ultimate tiebreaker.

Adams enters as the sixth-ranked man in 285.
Newton’s Brody Roberson began the season ranked

at 120 pounds, but a knee injury sidelined him at the
beginning of the season, and he bounced back to take

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Cristian Diaz puts a move on Salina Central’s Michael McMullen. The
two have a high probability of meeting in the regional tournament fi-
nals.

See NEWTON / 12

Basketball: Bethel men keep on winning

The Bethel men con-
tinue their midseason
tear through the KCAC.
Now on a three-game win
streak, the Threshers sit
at 9-9 in the conference
and 11-17 overall.

Bethel went to Wichita
last Saturday to take on
Friends and came back
home with a 71-58 win.
The win gave Bethel a
season sweep of the Fal-
cons for the first time
since at least the 2004-05
season. 

It also wraps up a berth
in the postseason KCAC
championship tourna-
ment, its first in five sea-
sons.

The Threshers came out
strong Saturday, as Jen-
son Kingsley dropped 17
first-half points to help

build a 37-28 lead at half-
time. Kingsley went on to
score a game-high 23
points.

Only one of his made
field goals on the night
was not a three-pointer.
He shot 7-9 from the field
and was a perfect 3-3
from the free throw line.

In the second half,
Bethel built a 19-point
lead and never looked
back as it handed Friends
its 10th conference loss.
The Falcons are now 9-16
overall and 8-10 in the
KCAC.

Bethel’s Jacob Miller
notched a double-double
with 10 points and a
game-high 13 rebounds.
Deven Goodwin scored 15,
and RayJon Craig added
12 points and nine re-
bounds.

Before it took on
Friends, the Threshers CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW

RayJon Craig passes the ball against Ottawa. Craig leads the Threshers
with 12.7 points per game and 7.1 rebounds per game.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

See MEN / 13

Newton swimming
preps for state

The Newton swim-
mers have been on a
tear this season, and
that continued last Sat-
urday at the league
championships. The
Railers reached state-
qualifying standards in
every event at the
AVCTL-Div. I champi-
onships.

One of the most im-
portant events for a
team to qualify for is
diving, and Newton will
send swimmer and
diver Adam Ford to
Topeka. Newton was
unable to beat Maize in
the regular season or at
the league meet but

hopes to gain some
ground with Ford on the
board.

The Newton girls
swim team illustrated
the importance of a
diver at last year’s state
swim meet, as it took
third by a single point
with diver Kailey Nay-
smith over Andover, a
team without a diver.

The swimmers that
qualified or turned in a
consideration perform-
ance are Sam Berends,
Conner Ekerberg, Ford,
Quentin Dickey, Ryan
Hirsh, Joey Perales,
Jerum Phillips, Angus
Siemens, Ethan Torres,
Shaedon Wedel, Seth
Zastrow, Triston
Lehmann and Ben
Nickel.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

See SWIM / 12
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Sports journalists need to ask better questions
Weird Al Yankovic put

out a video a few
months ago entitled

“Every Press Conference Ever”
where he played the role of
“Grizzled Coach.” 

His stats under his name
read “3 straight outcomes” and
he sat next to “Star Player,”
whose stats read “32, well-
above average, elbow.”

The first question of the
press conference was “Star
Player, were there any mo-
ments in the game?”

What made me think of this
bit was the Super Bowl and
Cam Newton’s press confer-
ence following Super Bowl 50.

If you hadn’t heard or seen
what happened, reporters
lobbed dumb question after
dumb question at the quarter-
back who just lost the biggest
game of his life. He responded
with one-word answers and
was rather curt toward those
who were simply doing their
jobs. He stayed in the inter-
view for around three minutes,
then walked off the podium
abruptly. 

Just to get it out of the way,
I don’t care that he did that.
He can act like a child and
pout and sulk when things
don’t go his way. That’s my
opinion.

A lot of people, reporters
specifically, felt slighted and
disrespected that Newton
didn’t stay for the entire ses-
sion. I don’t feel that way at
all.

He should have stayed for
the entire session, taken the
stupid questions like the
leader he wants to be, and
moved on with his life. But
here I am, writing about it.

My problem is not with Cam
Newton. He can carry himself
however he wants as long he
doesn’t hurt others, and I sim-
ply don’t care.

My problem is with the re-
porters who got their feelings
hurt that Newton walked out
in the middle of them asking
some flat-out bad questions.

If the reporters’ stories de-
pend on the post-game press
conference, they need a better
story, because anyone who’s

seen a post-game press confer-
ence has seen them all. The
coach or athlete will give the
same answers nine out of 10
times. Think about it; the only
times you hear about press
conferences are when some-
thing from the norm happens.
You never get breaking news
from press conferences.
They’re just this side of a
waste of time, because players
and coaches hardly ever say
anything of note.

My issue is that reporters
need to ask better questions. If
you want the coaches and ath-
letes to have any semblance of

respect for you, ask better
questions.

Ask Newton why he didn’t go
after a ball that he fumbled.
For crying out loud, Don Beebe
chased down Leon Lett from 65
yards out to keep Lett from
scoring a meaningless touch-
down in a game that was al-
ready decided. Why couldn’t
Newton try to recover his own
fumble?

Ask him if the missed field
goal had any effect on his
team’s psyche. Ask why so
many of his passes were high.
Ask if the first-quarter fumble
recovered for a touchdown
made him nervous in the
pocket. 

Ask about specific plays, the
game plan, what he told his
teammates before and after
the game.

Instead, he fielded questions
like, “Can you put into words
the disappointment you’re feel-
ing?”

Literally the only answer to
that question is “disap-
pointed.”

It’s almost as bad as the

time Joe Montana was asked
why they call him Boomer.
(Referring to fellow quarter-
back Boomer Esiason.)

We, as sports media, like to
show off, as evidenced by the
countless questions that go
something like, “The first four
games of conference play, you
averaged 3.7 yards per carry,
now you average 5.2. I know
you’ve been practicing more
and by talking with coaches. I
know you like eating healthy,
so what effect does your sleep
have on your team?”

Cam Newton can act how-
ever he wants, but those who
have the privilege to ask ques-
tions after the biggest game in
sports need to do a better job.
The players and coaches have
to speak with them, so why not
make it worth everyone’s time
to ask thoughtful questions
that people want asked?

Clint Harden is the sports
editor at Newton Now. He can

be reached at 
clint@harveycountynow.com or

316-281-7899.

HARD COUNT

CLINT HARDEN

seniors end their cheer-
leading careers on a posi-
tive note is one of the
things I wanted for them
as a coach.”

The team usually prac-
tices 2.5 hours a day, five
days a week. Gogus said
that it usually takes
eight hours to choreo-
graph a routine that lasts
two minutes, 15 seconds.

“It’s very time consum-
ing,” he said. “A lot of
hours, a lot of late nights
spent working on sideline

and game days because
cheer is one of those
things where we start
when the athletes come
in in the fall and we re-
ally don’t leave until bas-
ketball season’s over.”

The Bethel men’s bas-
ketball team is about to
play in the KCAC cham-
pionship tournament,
which means more work
for not only the basket-
ball team but for the
cheer team, too.

“The guys are about to
make the playoffs; our
season continues through
then,” Gogus said. “It’s
almost a year-round

sport because of the time
consumption with being
involved in football, that
transitions to basketball;
the competition season
flows through three-quar-
ters of the school year.”

The Bethel cheerlead-
ers performed elaborate
stunts and flips for their
championship routine, a
testament to their atti-
tude toward the program.

“My favorite aspect of
this team is their willing-
ness to try whatever,
their willingness to make
things work,” Gogus said.
“They have a special, spe-
cial part of them that can

easily fix something
that’s gone wrong. They
can look at me and say
‘Coach, this will work.’”

Gogus enjoyed success
at the high school level in
Alabama before landing
the job at Bethel after
sending out “several hun-
dred” applications. Now
he sees nothing but a
bright future ahead for
his Threshers.

“I’m super proud of this
team,” he said. “It’s kind
of surreal to be here now.
If we make it to nation-
als, we’ll have accom-
plished everything we
wanted to.”

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
The Bethel College cheer team poses with its championship plaque after winning the KCAC title.

BETHEL
From Page 11

Newton will have to face
Maize again at state, as
the Eagles will compete in
5-1A instead of 6A. De-
fending 5-1A state cham-
pion Wichita Heights has
turned in a great year and
is in a good position to de-
fend its title.

In 2015, Maize finished
sixth, the only Wichita-
area team to finish in the
top nine in 6A. The Eagles
have a ton of experience
and will take many swim-
mers to the state meet.
Where Newton holds the
advantage is in diving, be-
cause Maize does not have
a diver. 

Newton will have to
show up big in relays, as

the potential is greater to
score more points in those
events.

The highest finish at
the league meet for a
Newton relay was in the
400 yard freestyle relay,
where Ford, Wedel, Hirsh
and Berends finished
third with a time of
3:36.81. The 200 medley
relay of Torres, Hirsh,
Wedel and Berends took
fourth, and the 200
freestyle relay of Dickey,
Lehmann, Perales and
Ford was sixth. So it will
be a challenge for the
Railers to make any kind
of noise in the relay
events.

Last year, Newton fin-
ished fifth behind cham-
pion Heights, Blue Valley
Southwest, BV West and
Rose Hill.

SWIM
From Page 11

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Ryan Hirsh swims the butterfly at the second home meet at Newton
High School. Hirsh will travel to Topeka to help represent the Railers at
the state championships. 

third at the Bishop Car-
roll tournament, his first
tournament of the season.
Roberson now sits at 16-9.
He lost three matches in a
row in the middle of the
season, including going 1-
2 at the Tournament of
Champions.

Roberson’s biggest chal-
lenge will be Maize’s
Aiden Campbell, the No. 4
wrestler at 120 pounds.
Campbell will be the top
seed at Valley Center.
Roberson beat Campbell
in a dual earlier this sea-
son but sits at 1-2 against
him, so he has a shot at
taking the regional cham-
pionship and riding high
going into the state tour-
nament.

Salina Central and Val-
ley Center will likely con-
tend for the team title, as
the Mustangs are No. 6
and the Hornets are No. 5
in 5A.

Salina Central boasts
six ranked guys, as Valley
Center will bring five.
Newton just saw Central
a few weeks ago and
picked up a few wins but
nothing like it wanted. A
few more wins would have
been key in placing Rail-
ers in higher seeds.

Newton is coming off a
dominating 60-18 win
over Salina South, where
the Cougars left many
weight classes open.

Neither Salina South
nor Wichita Heights have
any wrestlers in the top
six at any weight, the
only two teams at the
qualifier with that dis-
tinction. Emporia boasts
one ranked wrestler in
Nick Kirmer, who is No. 3
at 195 pounds.

There will be three top-
ranked wrestlers at the
Valley Center regional in
Great Bend’s Cody Liles
at 132, Maize’s Brett
Moon at 170 and Cen-
tral’s McMullen at 220. 

NEWTON
From Page 11

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Logan Treaster controls his match against Salina Central’s Julion Falco, an eventual pin for Treaster. He enters the regional tournament with a 30-
3 record.

Harvey County Hawks planning two watch parties
The Harvey County

Hawks will have the fol-
lowing watch parties in
February:

*Tuesday, Feb.
23, Hawks Watch Party—
The KU/Baylor men's
basketball game in Waco,
Texas, will be watched by
the Harvey County
Hawks at the Acapulco
Cantina, 217 W. Broad-

way. The tip-off time is 7
p.m. The game, broadcast
on ESPN2, can be viewed

on three TVs in the Can-
tina. Hawks member-
ships may be purchased
at the event. There will
be a drawing at halftime
for KU prizes.  

*Monday, Feb. 29,
Hawks Watch Party—
The KU/Texas men's bas-
ketball will be watched
by the Harvey County
Hawks at 8 p.m. in the

Cantina at Acapulco, 217
W. Broadway. The game
at Austin, Texas will be
broadcast on ESPN and
will be shown on three
TVs in the Cantina.
Hawks members will re-
ceive vouchers, which can
be redeemed for food and
drink at Acapulco that
evening. Go early to eat.

—For Newton Now

Railers sweep Campus at home

As the Newton girls ex-
tend a win streak, the
boys end a skid.

The Newton boys
snapped a five-game los-
ing streak Tuesday night
with a 49-45 win over
Campus. It was the Rail-
ers’ first win since they
beat Circle on Jan. 22.

Newton is now 6-11 over-
all and 3-6 in AVCTL-Div.
I play.

The Lady Railers
cruised to an easy 49-28
win over Campus Tues-
day night at Ravenscroft
Gym. They extended their
win streak to five games.
Newton now has three
double-digit wins in a
row. The Railers currently
sit at 12-5overall and 7-2
in AVCTL-Div. I play.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com
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Newton Rec votes to up taxing authority
At its meeting Monday

night, the Newton Recre-
ation Commission ap-
proved increasing its
taxing authority limit by

1 mill.
The increase in author-

ity does not initially mean
an increase in the taxes
levied to support the
Newton Rec.

The Newton School
Board, which oversees the
Rec Commission’s taxing
authority, will now have

to approve the increase
for it to take effect. The
board would have a
chance to approve the de-
cision at its next meeting
on Feb. 24.

The NRC currently
levies about 8.2 mills in
taxes according to Rec su-
perintendent Brian Bas-

cue, 6.5 mills go toward
operations, with the rest
going toward employee
benefits.

The Rec would then
have to vote to increase
the amount of taxes it
levies, something Bascue
said it planned on doing
in the future to fund im-

provements to baseball
and softball fields around
town and to replace
equipment that has aged
out.

Bascue sought to clarify
that increasing the mill
levy for the Rec does not
take away funds from the
school district.

While the mills for the
Rec are levied through the
school district, the mills
remain in a separate
fund.

If the NRC would raise
its taxes by a full mill it
would cost the owner of a
$100,000 home $11 a year
more in additional taxes.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Bethel softball off to a rough start

The Bethel softball
team opened its season in
Fort Worth, Texas, at the
NAIA Cowtown Classic
and came home with five
losses.

To open the season,
Morningside College
(Iowa) opened the flood-
gates. Bethel stayed with
the Mustangs through
four innings, but a 10-run
fifth inning was enough to
force a run rule and give
the Threshers a 10-0, five
inning loss.

The Threshers then
took on Concordia Univer-

sity (Neb.) on Feb. 12, and
the Bulldogs had no
mercy in the 8-1 win.
Bethel could never get
anything going offen-
sively, as just one
Thresher made it past
second base.

In five of the game’s
seven innings, four or less
Bethel batters stepped to
the plate, a direct contrast
of Concordia’s offense.
The Bulldogs sent nearly
all nine of their players to
the plate in the fourth in-
ning, a frame that saw
four runs go up.

Six Bulldogs scored to
hand Bethel its opening-
season loss. Bethel struck
out seven times.

The Threshers’ third

game of the day came
against Avila University
(Mo.) and Bethel led 2-1
after two innings, but
couldn’t hold on in the 11-
4 loss.

The next day, the
Threshers took on Baker
and entered the seventh
inning tied at six, but the
Wildcats scored once in
the top of the seventh to
break the tie. Bethel
couldn’t get one across in
the bottom half of the last
frame to give Baker the 7-
6 win.

To wrap up the week-
end, the Threshers again
had problems with the
middle innings. Against
Our Lady of the Lake,
Bethel allowed four runs

in the fourth inning to
give the Saints a 5-0 lead.
Bethel went on to drop
the game 9-1. Six of
OLLU’s 13 hits came in
the fourth inning.

Bethel walked six
Saints and didn’t earn a
base on balls for the en-
tire game. Both teams left
seven runners on base.
Seven players scored for
the Saints.

Rylie Scudder finished
with six earned runs in
3.2 innings and was given
the loss. She also gave up
a home run.

Bethel will be back in
action Saturday, Feb. 20,
at home against Central
Christian. The Threshers
are now 0-5 on the season.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

Newton girls get blocked out from top 10

Despite riding a four-
game win streak, the
Kansas Basketball
Coaches Association chose
to knock the Lady Railers
from the class 5A top 10.

Newton started its win
streak in the third place
game of the Newton Invi-
tational Tournament over
4A-I No. 8 Andover Cen-
tral. The Railers then
went on the road to take
on 5A No. 8 Maize and
left with a two-point win.

After they beat the Ea-
gles, the Railers went to
5A No. 2 Salina Central
and left the Mustangs
reeling after the 51-39
beat down.

After the win over
Salina Central, Newton
broke through to take the
No. 9 spot in 5A and then
beat Salina South by 15
points. In the latest rank-
ings released on Monday,
Feb. 15, Newton had
fallen from the top 10 in
the class.

The field for the New-
ton sub-state remains a

tough one, as Salina Cen-
tral stayed in the top 10
at No. 4. Wichita Heights
and Emporia sit at Nos. 7

and 8 in the latest rank-
ings.

Newton has bounced in
and out of the rankings

all season and Valley Cen-
ter remains as one of the
top teams in AVCTL-Div.
II.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Jada Berry goes for a rebound against Dodge City in the opening round of the Newton Invitational Tourna-
ment. The Lady Railers fell from the top 10 in class 5A despite impressive wins. 

Railer swimmers
runners-up at league

The Newton swim team had high hopes for last
weekend’s league championships but went in
with realistic expectations. It hadn’t beat Maize
all season and knew exactly what the Eagles
bring to the pool.

Maize flew away with the league title with 454
points, 101 more than Newton. Derby finished
third with 288 points.

Newton didn’t bring home any league titles but
qualified for the state meet in every event, in-
cluding diving. Adam Ford gave the Railers their
highest place of the day with his second-place
finish in diving with 364 points. Derby’s Brad
McAllister won the event with 401.4 points.
Newton’s Conner Ekerberg scored 211.1 points to
finish 11th and pick up six points for his team’s
overall score.

Ford also qualified for state, a huge mark for
the Railers. Last season, Newton finished fifth in
class 5-1A without a diver. But Maize showed its
power, as it won the league title commandingly
without a diver on its squad.

Ford helped the 400 yard freestyle team of
him, Shaedon Wedel, Ryan Hirsh and Sam
Berends to a third place finish with a time of 3
minutes, 36.81 seconds. Berends also took home
bronze in the 50 freestyle with a time of 23.13
seconds.

Ford also finished seventh, and Quentin
Dickey took 11th with state consideration times
of 24.4 and 25.22, respectively.

Berends also finished third in the 100 freestyle
with a time of 52.57, a state qualifying time.
Newton qualified for the state championships in
every event of the league championship meet.

The three bronze medals were Newton’s high-
est swimming finishes of the day.

The 200 freestyle relay of Ethan Torres, Hirsh,
Wedel and Berends finished fourth in 1:52.01.
Hirsh turned in a solid performance in the 200
freestyle with a fourth-place, 1:58.55. Angus
Siemens and Ben Nickel finished eighth and
ninth, respectively, in the event with state con-
sideration times.

Newton wrapped up the middle spots in the
500 freestyle with Siemens, Joey Perales and
Seth Zastrow finishing fifth, sixth and seventh.

The 200 freestyle relay team of Dickey, Triston
Lehmann, Perales and Ford wrapped up the
sixth place spot with a time of 1:39.29.

Hirsh turned in a state-qualifying time of
1:03.52 in the 100 backstroke, good for sixth.
Torres and Nickel finished eighth and 11th in
the event, respectively.

Wedel and Ekerberg finished sixth and sev-
enth in the 100 breastsroke with times of 1:08.49
and 1:11.47, respectively. Jerum Phillips fin-
ished 11th with a state consideration time of
1:15.22.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

St. Mary sixth-grade boys win league title
The St. Mary Catholic

School sixth grade boys
took a trip down to Wi-
chita to play in the
Catholic Schools Activity
League-Cathedral Divi-
sion tournament. They
did more than just play,
as they brought home a
league championship.

St. Mary beat St. Anne
in a nail biter 33-32 for
the championship. They
led 21-18 at halftime and
held on late for the title.

Wilson Eustace led his
team with 19 points in
the championship game
and was one of three to
score nine points in the
semifinal game. Owen
Mick and Enrique Cordell
also scored nine points in
the semifinal win over
Magdalen.

The double-elimination
style tournament fea-
tured 16 teams, with St.
Mary emerging victori-
ous.

St. Mary finished the
season with a final record
of 11-3.

COURTESY PHOTO
The St. Mary sixth-grade boys team poses with the CSAL tournament trophy following their title game win.
They finished the season 11-3.
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traveled to Kansas Wes-
leyan last Thursday and
handed the Coyotes an
81-72 loss. 

Bethel took a 49-36
lead into halftime and
finished strong for the
win. As a team, it shot
46.2 percent from the
field, much better than
Kansas Wesleyan’s 39
percent.

Craig scored a game-
high 19 points, and
Kingsley chipped in 13
points for good measure.
Miller barely missed the
double-double with nine
points and 11 rebounds.

Over the course of the
three-game win streak,
Bethel has turned the
ball over a total of 26
times. It turned it over
seven times against Ot-
tawa, nine times against
Kansas Wesleyan and 10
times against Friends.

Bethel has yet to lose
in the month of Febru-
ary.

The Bethel women
held off Kansas Wes-

leyan for the 66-62 win
to snap a nine-game los-
ing streak. Sixteen
points from both Elise
Gerlach and Lauren Ul-
rich helped put the
game away for Bethel.
Kylee Schunn scored 10
points.

As a team, Bethel
stole the ball eight
times. Ulrich accounted
for four of those.

The Threshers trailed
35-32, but a 14-point
third quarter tied the
game, and they were
able to do just enough to
get the win.

On Saturday at
Friends, they couldn’t
keep the momentum
going as they fell 71-57.
Gerlach backed up her
performance against the
Coyotes with a game-
high 19 points against
Friends. Karlie
Schroeder put up 12
points in the loss.

Bethel will play again
on Thursday, Feb. 18,
against Bethany at
Thresher Gym. The
women will tip off at 6
p.m., and the men will
follow at 8 p.m.

MEN
From Page 11
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A Holstein dairy cow named Pauline Wayne grazed 
on the White House lawn and provided milk for 
President William Howard Taft and his family.

           eet Bo and Sunny! They are the Obama   
 family’s pet Portuguese water dogs. The family  
 carefully researched which kind of dog to get 
because of Malia’s allergies.

U.S. presidents have had many different kinds of pets. 
Dogs, mice, parrots and even bears have made a home at 
the White House. This week’s Kid Scoop page celebrates 
Presidents Day by getting to know some of these pets.

George Washington had 36 hounds and 
horses. Circle every other letter to 

discover another special pet.

John Quincy 
Adams kept 
silkworms 

as pets. 
Connect 

the dots to 
see the 

not-so-cuddly 
reptile he 

also owned.

During World War I, this 
president kept a herd of 

sheep on the White House 
lawn to cut the grass!

Write down 
the letters 
along the 

correct path 
to discover 
his name.
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Martin Van 
Buren had a 
pair of tiger 

cubs!

James Buchanan 
had an elephant 
and an eagle!

Calvin Coolidge, the 
30th president, had a 
pet raccoon that he
walked on a leash.
And Herbert Hoover 
had a pet opossum.
Unscramble the letters 
to see what explorers Lewis and Clark 
gave to Thomas Jefferson.
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Select and read a letter to the editor of your 
newspaper. Make a list of facts and opinions 
in the letter. Does it contain more facts or 
opinions? Do you agree or disagree with the 
writer? Give reasons for your opinion.
Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate information

Letter to the Editor

Imagine that you 
have just been 

elected president of 
the United States. 
Look through the 
newspaper and 

find things you can 
use to do your 
job that were 

not available to 
Abraham Lincoln 

or George 
Washington.

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to locate 

information.

ANSWER: By pushing paws.

The verb research means to 
gather a lot of information 

about a subject.

This week’s word:
RESEARCH

Try to use the word research
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

My mom researched a lot 
of cars before deciding 

which one to buy.
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Are you an eagle-eyed 
reader? Read the story 
below and circle the eight 
errors you find. Then 
rewrite the story correctly.

Wild White House
Theodore Roosevelt might 
have has the most pets of any 
American president. 

Roosevelt had several dogs and 
cat, a badger, a pony, a macaw, 
a rat, a garter snakes, roosters, 
an owl, a flying squirrel, a 
raccoon, a coyote, a lion, a 
hyena and a zebra!

Roosevelt’s kids loved having 
so many animals arund. When 
Roosevelt’s son Archie got the 
measles, his brother Quentin 
thought a visit from the family 
pony might cheered him up. 
So Quentin put the animal in 
the White Horse elevator and 
brought him to Archie’s 
upstairs room.

Once, Quentin borrowed a 
bunch of snakes from a pet store. 
Running to show his father, 
Quentin interrupts an important 
meeting and dropped the snakes 
all over his father desk!

What would you do? How 
would you spend your days? 
Why would you want to be 

president?

First Presidents Pets

Kid Scoop is made possible by these sponsors: 

If you like this feature and would like it each week, consider 
subscribing to this newspaper, which provides Kid Scoop to 

requesting classrooms free of charge.
harveycountynow.com/newtonnow

712 N. Main • Newton
316.284.0390

www.EAULILY.com

Open Sunday
afternoons in

December.

Gifts & Toys 
for all ages.

Some 
handmade, 

all well made!
Think 
Easter!


