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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Sara Ensz, left, and Geoff Lewis make a heart with their hands.  BELOW: Patricia, left, and Jim Wimmer hold their wedding photo.

If it wasn't for Myspace and a bully, Sara
Ensz and Geoff Lewis might not have met and
bonded, as Lewis lived in Washington State,
and Ensz resided in Newton.

“We'd like to thank Myspace [creator] Tom,
because without Myspace, we wouldn't have
met,” Ensz said, sitting comfortably with
Lewis on their living room couch.

The couple met on the social media site
when the now 26-year-olds were 13. They
were in a chat room and started messaging
each other. On there, another kid was bully-
ing someone.

“We tag-teamed,” Ensz said.
“”We took care of the bully,” Lewis added.

“We just outsmarted him, I guess.”
“He stopped,” Ensz said.
During the years, the two have kept in con-

tact, but it seemed at any given point, one or
the other of them had a boyfriend or girl-
friend, and they also thought the distance be-
tween them wouldn't make a romance
possible.

Even when Lewis was in the Army, serving
in the Balad area in Iraq, Ensz wrote him let-
ters.

They had never met in person, however,
until this past summer, when Ensz traveled
to Washington.

“When we had the opportunity to meet, I
jumped on it,” Ensz said. “[…] We didn't meet
in person until this past summer, but we
Skyped and wrote letters and stuff.”

The summer of 2015 was a turning point.
“This past summer, we were both single,

and I went up to Washington, and we fell in
love,” Ensz said. “I've always had feelings for

Tried and true love
Young couple meets on
web, he moves to Newton

Wimmers to celebrate 51st
anniversary on Valentine's Day

In 1979, when Patricia and Jim Wimmer dined at a
local restaurant, Jim had written a poem for their an-
niversary and hired a young lady to go to the restau-
rant and sing it.

Patricia said she was sitting there, smiling and cry-
ing, while everyone watched. That was the most ro-
mantic thing Jim has ever done, she said.

“He spoils me all year long,” Patricia said. “[…]
Writes me such nice poems.”

STORIES BY WENDY NUGENT

See LEWIS / 9

See WIMMER / 9

The Newton City Commission looked at plans
for the proposed police station Monday night at its
work session. 

Representatives presented their plan for a two-
story, 39,000-square-foot police office, which would
come in at roughly $8 million.  

The building, which would go on the old Dillons
store location at Fourth and Main St., would be
built to match the outside of the train depot across
the tracks. 

According to presentations made at the work
session, the building would include storage space,
offices, interview rooms and recreational space for
the police department. It would also house the
municipal court and the court systems employees. 

The building would have a gated parking lot for
police officers and city employees which would
have 60 to 70 spaces as well as public parking that
would have about 40 spaces in front. 

Commissioner David Nygaard questioned dur-
ing the presentation if the building would have
room to expand. Architects said that hallways on
the northeast corner of the station could connect
to an additional building. The building itself
would have room for a 20 to 30 percent expansion
of the department. 

"I think we're trying to be as efficient as possible
but get the most as we can from our dollars," he
said.

The building was previously projected at a cost
of around $6 million, but the cost increased with
the addition of a second floor, which would provide
additional room for detective offices as well as in-
terrogation rooms. 

City hears plans
for $8 million
police station

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See POLICE / 9

NORTH NEWTON—The North Newton sewage
pump system is not cooking with gas. 

Council member Paul Harder brought up some
concerns about a backup generator to North New-
ton's new pump station not being completed. 

The completion deadline for the entire sewer
project connecting North Newton's sewer to Hes-
ston was set for Jan. 1. 

The backup generator, which would run the
pump station when the electricity is out, has yet to
be hooked up to gas. 

If the city was without power for a long period of
time, North Newton's sewer could back up, and
the city might have to resort to an emergency re-
lease into the Newton sewage system. 

The city has yet to finish negotiating a payment
system with Newton should that event occur.

"We've known for six months that we have to
have a generator out there," a visibly frustrated
Harder said. "We know we have to have a gas

Sewage pump system
in need of failsafe

NORTH NEWTON

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See SEWAGE / 9

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Passion for Pets groomers Jessica Bronge, left, and Holly Thompson pet Leo after he
got his nails trimmed on Thursday, Feb. 4.

Jessica Bronge, a groomer at
Passion for Pets in Newton,
carefully trimmed Leo the dog's
nails Thursday afternoon while
the other full-time groomer,
Holly Thompson, gave Leo
kisses and talked to him gently.

Leo seemed to tolerate the sit-
uation well, as he was treated
nicely, and Bronge worked fast,
taking one paw at a time, mak-
ing whirring sounds with a piece
of machinery and clicking
sounds with another tool. His
owner waited in the store.

Bronge and Thompson have

been groomers at Passion for
Pets since around December
2015, and both are dog owners
as Bronge has a smooth-coated
collie, and Thompson has two
huskies and a border collie.

One thing about the job the
two enjoy are the changes they
give pets.

“Some owners are just so ap-
preciative about how we trans-
form their pets,” Bronge said,
adding they want to make it a
positive experience for pets.
“Just to see the smile on their
face as their dog runs up to
them.”

The two work on one dog at a
time, store manager Cindy

Groomers transform area pets
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See PETS / 9

Bethel turns around
abysmal start - Page 11

‘Cabbage patch kid’ earns award for
growing large plant - Page 5



Customers from all
over seem drawn,
almost magneti-

cally, to a local company
with the family name
Bunting attached to it.

That's right—it's
Bunting Magnetics in the
Newton Industrial Park.
Contrary to the com-
pany’s name, the 56-year-
old manufacturer doesn't
make magnets; it incorpo-
rates magnets into equip-
ment they design and
build.

“The best description of
us is a job shop with a
production line,” CEO
Bob Bunting said. “Our
specialty is magnetic
equipment that’s de-
signed and manufactured
in Newton but shipped
throughout the world.”

Bunting’s product line
includes magnetic sepa-
ration equipment, metal
detection equipment, ma-
terial handling equip-
ment and printing
cylinders sold into a vari-
ety of industries, includ-
ing recycling, metal
stamping, plastics, food,
powder and bulk, and
grain and milling. 

Each product group is
led by a product manager
whose chief job is to sell,
study trends, develop
new products and work
with the sales and engi-
neering groups.

Bunting said they don't
necessarily have big mag-
nets—just the equipment
that uses magnets can be
large. For instance, they
make 66- by 130-inch
long corrugated magnetic
cylinders used in the box
board industry for print-
ing on boxes.

Other styles of Bunting
Magnetic cylinders are
sold to can printing
equipment manufactur-
ers. Some and these man-
ufacturers use multiple
cylinders to print up to
2,100 soda cans per
minute.

“We're seeing good
growth for the company
across all industries, but
recycling has had the
most impact,” Bunting
said, as people recycle
things such as computer
components, plastic bot-
tles and aluminum, “It's
just growing more and
more.”

One such piece of
equipment they make for
the recycling industry is
the Eddy Current Mag-
netic Separator, which
separates non-ferrous
metal from plastic. Non-
ferrous metals include
Aluminum, Brass and
Copper.

Another product they
create is the Grinder
Feeder Conveyor, which
feeds shredded plastic
into a grinder. 

However, the plastic
travels through a
Bunting Metal Detector
to detect any metal that
may be present. The

grinder is protected and
the product is made more
pure.

Metal Detectors are
also used throughout the
food industry to protect
the final packaged prod-
uct. “The users can run a
packaged product such as
a bag of flour or box of ce-
real through the detector
to see if it contains
metal,” said Paul
Hansen, Director of Mar-
keting. “The food indus-
try has had several
recalls lately for finding
metal; it’s our job to pro-
tect the customer and the
food processor.”

Another piece of equip-
ment is the High Inten-
sity Separation Conveyor
[HISC], which separates
stainless steel from other
recyclables, completely
redesigned for 2016. “In-
stead of taking scrap to
the dump and pay to have
it disposed, the recycler
pulls out the stainless
steel and sells it,” said
Hansen. 

The HISC can move
1,000 to 20,000 pounds of
scrap per hour, depend-
ing on speed and size of
conveyor. 

“We're just now releas-
ing that,” Bunting said.
“That is really catching a
lot of attention with peo-
ple in steel recycling.”

This year, the plant
plans on having an equip-

ment expansion, replac-
ing five machines with
three. There will be no re-
duction in staff; this will
just increase manufactur-
ing efficiency and in-
crease turnaround times. 

“What sets our com-
pany apart is the people,”
Bunting said. “The people
who work with the metal
are machinists, not oper-
ators. They do more than
just push a button, they
truly understand the ma-
terials they are working
with,” 

There's quite a bit of
seniority at the plant. To
ensure a skilled work-
force into the future,
older workers are train-
ing younger employees on
machinery. 

“Some guys came
through vo-tech,” Bunting
said about the younger
employees.

One worker, Mike Mc-
Nulty, was using a
plasma torch on sheet
metal that will be used to
build Bunting’s products.
The station where he
works is one of the pri-
mary starting points in
the production process. 

“In the end, almost
everything we make is
custom made,” Hansen
said.

“Our products are cus-
tom made to the OEM
specs of the machine it
goes on, or the facility it

is going in. There’s no
such thing as one-size-
fits-all product.” Bunting
said.

Bunting Magnetics'
world headquarters are
in Newton. In addition to
the plant, there are em-
ployees in inside sales,
engineering and estima-
tors. The Newton location
also is home to marketing
and purchasing, as well
as financials.

Newton is just one of
four Bunting Magnetics
locations. The others are
in Chicago, DuBois, Pa.,
and Berkhamsted, Eng-
land. There's also a li-
censee in Australia and
purchasing office in
China. A total of 99 per-
cent of their magnets
comes out of China. Man-

ufacturing facilities also
are at other locations.

Roots and family
Bunting's parents, Wal-

ter and June Bunting,
founded the business in
1959 in Chicago, and it
was relocated to Newton
in 1979.

“In 2005, I acquired all
the family stock and am
the sole owner,” Bunting
said.

His son, Robert, is
product manager for
metal detection equip-
ment and works out of
the Chicago office. His
daughter, Molly, resides
in Newton and is married
to Cody Claassen; they
have three children. His
wife, Barbara, is on the
local school board.

The company just had
its 42nd international
sales meeting in Newton
with 20 people represent-
ing five countries—the
United States, Mexico
and Latin America, Eng-
land, Wales, and
Canada—attending. In
fact, David Hills, sales
manager for the UK office
who attended the event,
talked to folks in the hall-
way using his English ac-
cent. It seemed he was
one of the last to go
home. The company em-
ployees 200 overall and
120 at the Newton facil-
ity.

“Anything you can
think of that needs to be
produced with a magnet,
we do it here,” Bunting
said.

Page 2      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now     February 11, 2016

BUSINESS & REAL ESTATE

NEW YEAR�S    
       SAVINGS!

We service all brands, 
commercial and residential

$10 OFF
CALL US TODAY AND TAKE

YOUR NEXT SERVICE CALL
offer expires 01/31/16

316-215-2445
ReimerServices.com

Proudly Serving You 
for Over 45 Years!
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DRAWN TO MAGNETICS

Bunting business going strong for 56 years
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Bunting Magnetics employee Mike McNulty uses a plasma torch on metal on Friday, Jan. 29, at the
local plant. TOP LEFT: Bob Bunting, CEO of Bunting Magnetics, talks on Friday, Jan. 29, about a piece of
equipment at the Newton location. LEFT: Jim Ratzlaff has worked at the company for 30 years.
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County commission not
thrilled by property tax cap

Harvey County commis-
sioners used their com-
mission meeting to vent
their concerns about the
upcoming state property
tax cap. 

Assistant administrator
Anthony Swartzendruber
gave the commission an
update on the cap and
bills surrounding it. 

Basically, the property
tax lid caps property tax
revenue increases for gov-
erning bodies. The in-
crease in revenue cannot
exceed consumer price
index increases. The con-
sumer price index is a
measurement calculating
inflation by comparing the
changes in the price of
consumables. If a govern-
ing body’s revenue would
be projected to exceed the
CPI, the governing body
would have to hold a spe-
cial election to approve
the increase. 

Increasing the mil levy
might trigger a special
election, for instance, as
well as an increase in
property evaluations in a
city or county. 

Commissioners have re-
peatedly voiced their dis-
approval of the measure,
stating it prevents in-
creasing revenue to pay
for projects in the county
and that it's an overstep
by state government. 

"If this stuff goes to a
vote of a people and
bridges aren't exempt
from this bill, people,
we're going to be closing
bridges left and right
every year," Randy Hague
said, citing the populous
always can't be counted on
to support an improve-
ment for one group of peo-
ple if it doesn't affect
them. 

The current property
tax cap lid does contain
provisions allowing for

extra revenue to
be raised for im-
provements of
infrastructure
and higher road
construction
costs, but
Swartzendruber
said the lan-
guage in the cur-
rent law is
vague, and its
applications are
not specifically defined,
bringing up concerns of
possible litigation. 

Arlen Newell, local real-
tor and member of the
Kansas Association of Re-
altors, provided a differ-
ent viewpoint on the lid in
a later interview. 

“From the real-estate
side, we are in a sense
stewards for the home-
owners,” he said in sup-
port of the law. 

“It just helps property
and business owners keep
taxes down. I understand
their position that it will
make it harder to put in
infrastructure,” he said,
adding the law might en-
courage counties and
cities to be more aggres-
sive drawing in new busi-
nesses and homes. Newell
said that additional prop-
erty tax revenue from new
business and property
construction are exempt
from the current law. 

At the commission
meeting, Swartzendruber
then brought up a current
bill in the legislature that
would modify the property
tax cap. 

He said HB 2609 would
modify the lid linking the
cap to the municipal cost
index instead of the con-
sumer price index, some-
thing he said would be
more workable for govern-
ing bodies. The lid also
would not be triggered if
revenues were increased
to pay for principal and
interest on state infra-
structure loans, increases
in road construction costs,
legal fees, juvenile deten-

tions and events
related to disas-
ter repairs,
among other
things. The bill
also includes a
clause to allow
governments to
use a home rule
amendment in
the Kansas Con-
stitution to ba-
sically opt out

of the law. 
Swartzendruber said

the bill would be more
workable from the
county’s side.

Swartzendruber then
brought up another bill of
concern, SB 368, that
would prevent local gov-
ernments, such as coun-
ties, cities and school
boards, from using public
funds to distribute printed
information on ballot ini-
tiatives, such as bond is-
sues, sales tax increases
and other items requiring
a public vote. 

The Topeka Capitol
Journal reported Kansas
Secretary of State Kris
Kobach argued in support
of the bill saying local bod-
ies had a vested interest
when they put out such
material.

Currently, a state law
exists preventing govern-
ing bodies from spending
funds on printed material
to advocate a yes or no
vote. 

“These advocacy pieces
are often styled as educa-
tion pieces,” Kobach said
at the time. “There is a lot
of fast-and-loose play.”

Swartzendruber said
this bill, if it passes, could
make it incredibly difficult
for the county to distrib-
ute information about up-
coming votes and issues. 

Harvey County Clerk
Rick Piepho said all the
county could provide
would be the actual ques-
tion posted on the ballot. 

Commissioners ex-
pressed concerns that if
the county did have to

have a vote if it exceeded
the property tax cap,
there would be no way to
inform voters of what it
would spend additional
dollars on.  

“If we had a general in-
crease in the budget,”
Commissioner Chip West-
fall asked “how can we
have a legal public hear-
ing? How can you pass a
budget?”

Outside of quite a bit of
frustration with the state
legislature the rest of the
meeting went relatively
straight forward. 

The commission OK'd
the Harvey County Parks
director's final negotiation
with the Conquer the
Gauntlet group to put on
a run on April 16 at East
Park. 

The county would re-
ceive $3,000 for use of the
park and a $1,000 deposit
to make sure everything
gets cleaned up afterward. 

ETC.
•County Administrator

John Waltner thanked the
commission for approving
his contract for the next
year but reminded com-
missioners they had for-
gotten to sign it. 

"I've been sick ever
since," Commissioner
Randy Hague, who was
feeling under the weather,
joked. 

The commission then
signed the contract, mak-
ing it official. 

•The Commission ap-
pointed Bill Kiehl to Har-
vey County Parks and
Recreation Board and
Gary Roth to Public Build-
ing Commission board. 

•The commission had
an executive session for 20
minutes to discuss mat-
ters pertaining to attor-
ney-client privilege and
economic development. 

All commission mem-
bers were present. The
meeting lasted a little
more than an hour.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

John Waltner
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316-283-3811

Buy 3 Buffets @ Regular Price 
and get the 4th Buffet FREE! 

Of equal or lesser value. Adult and 
senior citizens on Fri & Sat Evening 

and Sun Lunch w/ coupon.
1 coupon per customer per visit. 

Not valid w/ other coupons or specials .
Expires 2/29/16

FREE BUFFET

www.newtonbreadbasket.com

316-283-3811

Buy 1 Buffet @ Regular Price 
and get the 2nd Buffet 1/2 OFF! 

Of equal or lesser value. Adult and 
senior citizens on Fri & Sat Evening 

and Sun Lunch w/ coupon.
1 coupon per customer per visit. 

Not valid w/ other coupons or specials .
Expires 2/29/16

1/2 PRICE BUFFET

www.newtonbreadbasket.com

FREE QUESO
w/ purchase of any 

2 meals and 2 drinks. 
$5.99 value

Not valid w/ any other offers/specials. 
Exp. 2-29-16

Acapulco-217 W. Broadway-Newton

FREE TEA
w/ any combo purchase

Not valid w/ any other 
offers/specials. 

Exp. 2-29-16
Acapulco-217 W. Broadway-Newton

SENIORS $1.00 OFF
Any Buffet / Mon. or Thurs.

Not valid w/ any other 
offers/specials. 

Exp. 2-29-16
Acapulco-217 W. Broadway-Newton

The Difference is 
in the Details

Phone: 316-283-4343
Fax: 316-283-5460

120 East Broadway
Newton, KS 67114

Broadway Colonial Funeral Home
and Monuments

- Michael Hylton
& Jackie Anderson
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School district strategic planning process moves forward

Newton USD 373's
strategic plan took one
step forward Monday
night as members were
handed the plan's draft.

Giving them the draft
was Lester Limón with
Gravity Works Architec-
ture/DLR Group Inc., the
group selected to help
with the planning process.
On the cover of the plan it
states, “USD #373-New-
ton, Kansas The Place to
Be! To be used as a guide
when prioritizing compre-
hensive plan projects for
the following 10 years.”

Limón told the board
they're at a transition
point, moving from the ab-
stract to the more tangi-
ble.

“What I handed out for
you this evening is one
part of the process,” he
said. “[…] As you move
forward, we're going to

look at tangible things.
You'll have some time to
digest this as you read it.”

Another member of
Gravity Works Architec-
ture/DLR Group Inc.,
Kevin Greischar, said that
last Thursday and Friday,
they had a group of archi-
tects and engineers go
through the district's
buildings. He said the dis-
trict has well-maintained
and good facilities. There
are things that need to be
done in the next one to
five years, however, he
said.

Board member Barbara
Bunting said she would
have liked to have had the
plan prior to the meeting
so they could discuss it.

The plan contains
names of planning process
participants, such as the
board of education mem-
bers, USD 373 adminis-
tration and the
Community Visioning
Team, made up of 21 com-
munity members, includ-
ing Rosa Barrera, Barb

Burns, Daagya
Dick, Bill Hake,
Marc Rhoades
and Tom
Williams,
among others.

“During the
fall of 2015, the
Board of Edu-
cation deter-
mined the need
for a guiding
document that
would help focus future
work toward a set of com-
mon goals and vision,” the
document stated. “The de-
cision was made to create
a strategic plan prior to
the onset of efforts to craft
a 20-year comprehensive
plan for all aspects of edu-
cation delivery in the
Newton Unified School
District #373.”

The document con-
cluded, “The insights and
work produced by the
Board of Education and
the community of the dis-
trict demonstrated that
education should grow
from the culture and com-

munity where it
exists.”

Just before the
Monday night
USD 373 Board
of Education
meeting, Super-
intendent Debo-
rah Hamm
breezed into the
room, noticing
the audience was
filled with peo-

ple.
“My goodness, we have

such a full house,” Hamm
said. “It’s so nice to see
everyone.”

It appeared the many
community members were
there to listen to their
children give a report on
the Santa Fe 5/6 Center.

Although the fifth-
graders were hard to hear
at times, about 20 of them
took turns reading from
cards, giving a SAMR re-
port. SAMR stands for
Substitution, Augmenta-
tion, Modification and Re-
definition. The students'
report dealt with how stu-

dents are using technol-
ogy at the school, and
they shared a video show-
ing kids using technology.

Students also gave ex-
amples of the parts of
SAMR. For instance,
“substitution” could be
them using
dictionary.com to look up
a word as opposed to pick-
ing up an actual diction-
ary

In other business, the
board:

*Approved 6-0 the Con-
sent Agenda, which con-
tained minutes of the Jan.
27 board meeting, bills,
treasurer's report, person-
nel report, sale of surplus
equipment and approving
the upgrade of System
Center Configuration
Manager. Board member
Matt Treaster was not at
the meeting.

*Approved 6-0 a gift re-
quest for a $500 donation
from Walmart to Cooper
Early Education Center to
purchase Christmas gifts
for at-risk families.

*Approved 6-0 to accept
900 cardboard sheets at a
value of $675 from All
Metal Recycling. This ma-
terial will be used for a
variety of engineering and
classroom projects at local
schools, including Newton
Medical Center and Slate
Creek Elementary School.

*Was told there have
been some changes in
state law regarding nego-
tiations. For example, the
negotiations notice was
changed to March 31, and
negotiations training is
required. Hamm told the
board negotiations are
subject to the Open Meet-
ings Act, which means
teachers, the public and
press can attend.

*Heard a report from
board members Bunting
and Steve Richards re-
garding the Kansas Asso-
ciation of School Boards
Advocacy Conference they
attended.

*Met in executive ses-
sion to discuss personnel
and negotiations.

Idon’t know that my
family ate meatballs
all that often through-

out my childhood. 
We ate a lot of delicious

meat sauce on our
spaghetti, but that was
about the extent of the
meat in my pasta.

The Young family, on
the other hand, has a
tried and true meatball
recipe that my mother-in-
law makes several times
a year and is greeted with
cheers from the rest of
them.

While I’m not at liberty
to share that particular
recipe with you, I did run
across an easy meatball
recipe that not only tastes
awesome because of its
seasoning but also be-
cause each meatball has a
big hunk of cheese in the
middle.

This recipe comes from
the blog “Crème de la
Crumb. You can find the
original at
http://lecremedelacrumb.c
om/2014/10/slow-cooker-
mozzarella-stuffed-meat-
balls.html. The original

recipe was meant to be
made in a crock pot, so I
included those instruc-
tions as well, but I made
mine in the oven.

Mozzarella Stuffed
Meatballs

1 pound ground beef or
turkey

1 cup bread crumbs (I
used Panko, which is a
finer crumb)

2 eggs
3-4 cloves minced garlic
1 teaspoon onion pow-

der
1/2 tablespoon basil
1/2 tablespoon oregano
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon black pep-

per
3-4 mozzarella cheese

sticks
Preheat the oven to 400

degrees (or prepare a
slow cooker by spraying
the crock with cooking
spray).

Cut the cheese sticks
into sixths and place the
pieces in the freezer while
completing the other
steps.

In a large bowl, com-

bine the ground meat,
crumbs, eggs, garlic,
onion powder, basil,
oregano, salt and pepper
and mix it until it’s well-
combined (use your hands
to really make is easier).

Roll the meat mixture
into balls about the size

of golf balls.
Remove the cheese

from the freezer and push
one cheese stick piece into
each meatball, forming
the meat back around it.

Place the finished
meatballs in a 9x13-inch
baking dish coated in

cooking spray (or into the
prepared crock).

If cooking in the oven,
bake for 20 minutes until
the meat is browned
through.

If cooking in a slow
cooker, cook on high for 1
to 2 hours or low for 3 to

4 hours until the meat is
browned through.

We ate our meatballs
with spaghetti, and it was
delicious, but you could
also make a great meat-
ball sandwich with these
or eat them as an appe-
tizer or a meal by them-
selves. The blog author
also suggests that you
can mix these up and
freeze them in order to
cook them up later on
(just remember your cook
time will be longer if
you’re cooking from
frozen). 

They’re definitely not
Young family meatballs,
but they still pleased the
Young in my house, so I
suppose that means
they’re still pretty darn
good.

Lindsey Young is the 
co-owner of Kansas 

Publishing Ventures
which publishes Newton

Now. She is a proud
Bethel grad

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

              

                                                             

                                                             Wednesday, February 10    Service of Ashes at 6:30 p.m. 

 Soup Suppers & Discussion of Philip Yancy s The Jesus I Never Knew  -  6 Thursday Sessions -  6:30-7:30 p.m. 
No book to purchase�  

                                                  Thursday, February 18              The Jesus We Thought We Knew 

                                                            Thursday, February 25              The Teachings of Jesus 

                                                  Thursday, March 3               

                             Thursday, March 10                    The Miracles of Jesus 

                                       Thursday, March 17                    The Death of Jesus 

                                                            d  
                                                                                                                           Ongoing Presence of Jesus 

Sunday, March 20  Palm/Passion Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday, March 24 6:30 p.m.  -  Soup Supper followed by Maundy Thursday  
Tenebrae Service of Shadows with open Communion at 7:00  and Taizé Music 

 

 
 

  

              

                                                             

                                                                     

          
 

                                                                    

                                                                            

                                                                 

                                               

                                                          

                                                              
                                                                                                                            

  
       

      
 

 
 

  

              

                                                             

                                                                     

          
 

                                                                    

                                                                            

                                                                 

                                               

                                                          

                                                              
                                                                                                                            

  
       

      
 

 
 

  

              

                                                             

                                                                     

          
 

                                                                    

                                                                            

                                                                 

                                               

                                                          

                                                              
                                                                                                                            

  
       

      
 

 
 

  

              

                                                             

                                                                     

          
 

                                                                    

                                                                            

                                                                 

                                               

                                                          

                                                              
                                                                                                                            

  
       

      
 

 
 

  

              

                                                             

                                                                     

          
 

                                                                    

                                                                            

                                                                 

                                               

                                                          

                                                              
                                                                                                                            

  
       

      
 

 
 

  

              

                                                             

                                                                     

          
 

                                                                    

                                                                            

                                                                 

                                               

                                                          

                                                              
                                                                                                                            

  
       

      
 

 
 

  

              

                                                             

                                                                     

          
 

                                                                    

                                                                            

                                                                 

                                               

                                                          

                                                              
                                                                                                                            

  
       

      
 

 
 

  

              

                                                             

                                                                     

          
 

                                                                    

                                                                            

                                                                 

                                               

                                                          

                                                              
                                                                                                                            

  
       

      
 

 
 

  

              

                                                             

                                                                     

          
 

                                                                    

                                                                            

                                                                 

                                               

                                                          

                                                              
                                                                                                                            

  
       

      
 

 
 

  

              

                                                             

                                                                     

          
 

                                                                    

                                                                            

                                                                 

                                               

                                                          

                                                              
                                                                                                                            

  
       

      
 

 
 

  

              

                                                             

                                                                     

          
 

                                                                    

                                                                            

                                                                 

                                               

                                                          

                                                              
                                                                                                                            

  
       

      
 

 
 

  

Barbara Bunting

Stuffed meatballs prove it’s what’s inside that counts

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Mozzarella stuffed meatballs have great Italian seasoning and have a nice pocket of melted cheese right in
the middle.
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Dying isn't always a simple process

Dr. Ron Morford
spends his working
life identifying

what leads to a person’s
death. 

Morford works as the
District 9 coroner – which
means he works in both
Harvey and McPherson
Counties. 

Morford was appointed
to his position as coroner
by the County Commis-
sion. In his early years he
remained working as a
physician while perform-
ing his duties as the coro-
ner. However, Morford
has since retired from pri-
vate practice and strictly
works as the District’s
coroner.

The process that occurs
once someone dies in-
volves many steps and
people. When a tragedy
occurs, 9-1-1 is called and
a death investigator is
sent out to the scene.
There are six death inves-
tigators employed be-
tween Harvey and
McPherson Counties.

The coroner is always
called in to determine
what processes need to be
done to further follow-up
to determine what caused
the death. Depending on
the nature of the death or
the factors that lead to it,
the coroner can decide to
have an autopsy per-
formed.

The main circum-
stances that can lead to
an autopsy are: auto acci-
dent deaths, suicides,
homicides, suspicious
deaths, unexpected
deaths, deaths of anyone
under the age of 18, and
any death that occurs on a
company’s property. In
the event of an autopsy
the coroner must sign the
death certificate to verify
that proper cause of death
has been determined.
Morford also has to sign
the death certificate any
time a cremation will
occur.

In certain cases the po-
lice departments or the

county attorney’s office
can request for an autopsy
to be performed while a
case is being constructed. 

In 2015 there were 120
deaths that occurred in
Harvey County, of which
33 autopsies were per-
formed. Morford said, “We
perform more autopsies
than other counties, how-
ever, most families like to
have understanding of the
cause of death.” Any time
the coroner requires that
an autopsy be performed,
the cost of that procedure
is paid by the county
budget. 

All autopsies are con-
ducted at the Regional

Forensic Science Center
in Sedgwick County, by
the Pathology Division. In
the state of Kansas, it is a
requirement that a
pathologist perform au-
topsies. 

Harvey County is finan-
cially responsible for the
transport of the body to
the forensic center; the
cost of this is $100. The
basic cost to perform an
autopsy is $1,450 – this
includes examination of
the full body and head.
However, this does not
usually resolve the cause
of death. Additional
charges are typically
needed; the final cost usu-
ally runs closer to $2,000.
Some other basic charges
include $20 for the pur-
chase of a body bag and
$25 for a toxicology
screen. After the autopsy
is performed the desig-
nated funeral home will
retrieve the body from the
Forensic Center.

In total the coroner’s of-
fice budget in Harvey
County is $147,000. Mor-
ford said, “We have not
had trouble staying
within our budget. Any
excess funds are rolled
back into our budget.
However, if we are run-
ning low on funding that
will not change our proce-
dures.” 

Morford went on to ex-
plain that the budget from
the county is open-ended
to accommodate the needs
of the coroner’s office.

BY REECE HIEBERT
NEWTON NOW

REECE HIEBERT/NEWTON NOW
County Coroner Ron Morford spends his days determining the cause of
death for people who die in Harvey and McPherson counties.

Drone fliers should
call Newton airport

If you're going to fly
your drone in pretty
much any part of New-
ton or North Newton,
you're going to have to
call the airport. 

Sheriff T. Walton said
he's been receiving calls
from drone owners won-
dering what they can
and cannot do. 

He said that they
must fly below 400 feet,
and they must call the
Newton City/County air-
port if they plan to fly
within five miles of it. 

A five mile radius ex-
tended from the airport
covers nearly all of
North Newton and New-
ton besides areas West
of Meridian Road and
the Sand Creek golf
course. 

Brian Palmer, man-
ager of the Newton
City/County airport,
said he's yet to receive a
flurry of calls asking
permission. 

“I've only received one
phone call from a farmer
six miles to the east of
us,” he said. “The things
with UAVs, or drones as
they like to call them,
the FAA is way behind
on regulating them.”

While FAA rules pro-
hibit drones within five
miles of the airport,
Palmer said that as long
as they aren't at the ac-
tual airport and below
400 feet, the chance of
them interfering with
traffic is minimal. 

As for other local ordi-
nances for drones, in
Newton they don't exist
yet. 

“I suspect one will be
coming some day,” New-
ton Police Lt. Bryan
Hall said, adding that
those flying drones
should consult with FAA
rules. 

“In addition, flying
near power lines or cell
towers can cause issues,
so that should be
avoided.”

The Newton Police De-
partment and Sheriff's
office are finalizing
drone pilot training
dates in February on the
unmanned aircraft sys-
tem the organizations
share. Hall is also work-
ing to draft policy gov-
erning the use of that
system. 

Drone information is
available at
https://www.faa.gov/uas/
publications/model_air-
craft_operators/.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

Bethel student arrested for distributing drugs

The North Newton Po-
lice Department arrested
a female Bethel College
student on felony counts
of distributing drugs. 

North Newton Police
Chief Randy Jordan said,
following a month-long in-
vestigation, an under-
cover agent was able to
purchase marijuana and
MDMA or Molly, a psy-
choactive party drug, from
the student. 

“It wasn't a large quan-

tity,” Jordan said of the
drugs seized. 

According to the police
office on Friday, Feb. 5,
the department arrested
Gretchen Maddox on
charges of distributing
both marijuana and a syn-
thetic stimulant. 

The Bethel website lists

Maddox as a Wichita
sophomore infielder on
the softball team.

Jordan said the distri-
bution charges are both
felony crimes with en-
hanced penalties since the
department believes the
distribution of the drugs
was done on campus.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Mayce Cashman poses with her champion cabbage. 

Local student wins
cabbage award

Cabbages are about
the cheapest thing you
can buy in the produce
section.But for one Wal-
ton third-grader, a cab-
bage means big money.

Mayce Cashman was
selected as the 2015
Kansas State Winner in
the Bonnie Plants'
Third Grade Cabbage
Program. 

Cashman will receive
her award for Kansas
State Winner of the na-
tional Bonnie's Plants'
Third Grade Cabbage
Program at 2:30 p.m.
March 11 at the Walton
Rural Life Center, Wal-
ton.

The program provides
students with cabbages
and has them grow
them.

According to the press
release, schools across
the state of Kansas have
embraced the Bonnie
Plants Third Grade
Cabbage Program for
the past 13 years. This
past season, Bonnie
Plants delivered more
than 5,300 cabbages to
third-grade students in
the state of Kansas. 

“Our steadfast hope is
that our Cabbage Pro-
gram will be the cata-
lyst that sparks
children’s interest in
agriculture, enables
them to have the oppor-
tunity to learn outside
the classroom, under-
stand where their food
comes from, and allows
them to experience the
joy and rewards of gar-
dening,” the news re-
lease stated.

FOR NEWTON NOW

Hoy to speak about Kansas legends at Life Enrichment
Bethel College Life En-

richment, North Newton,
will host "Kansas Legends
and Folktales," a presen-
tation and discussion by
Jim Hoy at 10:35 a.m. on
Wednesday, Feb. 17, at
Luyken Fine Arts Center
on the Bethel College
campus. 

Members of the commu-
nity are invited to attend
the free program. The pro-
gram is made possible by
the Kansas Humanities
Council. Coffee and cook-
ies are served at 10:15
a.m.

Most Kansans are fa-
miliar with the stories of
grasshoppers so big cow-
boys could ride them or
summers so hot corn
popped in the field.
Kansas is a place of big
skies and tall tales, but
these exaggerated narra-
tives help us understand
the character of our state
and its people, according
to a news release. This
presentation will explore
some of the many legends
and folktales from around
the state and what they
say about the communi-
ties that keep these sto-
ries alive.

An authority on the folk
life of ranching, Hoy is a
professor of English and
the director of the Center
for Great Plains Studies
at Emporia State Univer-
sity. He has lectured in-
ternationally on the folk
life of ranching and is the
co-author of "Plains Folk,"
a syndicated newspaper
column.

"Kansas Legends and
Folktales" is part of the
Kansas Humanities Coun-
cil's Kansas Stories
Speakers Bureau, featur-
ing presentations and dis-
cussions that examine our
shared human experi-

ence—our innovations,
culture, heritage, and con-
flicts.

The Kansas Humanities
Council conducts and sup-
ports community-based
programs, serves as a fi-
nancial resource through
an active grant-making
program, and encourages
Kansans to engage in the
civic and cultural life of
their communities. For
more information about
KHC programs, contact
the Kansas Humanities
Council at 785/357-0359
or visit online
at www.kansashumani-
ties.org.

FOR NEWTON NOW

The Harvey County Health De-
partment received a $3,000 grant to
help make breastfeeding easier in
Harvey County. 

The grant came in from the
United Methodist Health Founda-
tion out of Hutchinson, and the
HCHD received it on behalf of the

Harvey County Breastfeeding Coali-
tion. 

The grant will be split up into six
$500 “mini-grants” to be given to or-
ganizations to set up breastfeeding
stations. 

Health Department Director Lyn-
nette Redington said that money

could be used on things such as fur-
niture, screens, paint or a refrigera-
tor for the station. 

Those operating locations will
also have to take the “Breastfeeding
Welcome Here” pledge, ensuring
that they make the location a wel-
coming haven for breastfeeders.

Harvey County Health Department receives grant for groups to set up breastfeeding stations

NEWS BRIEFS

Karen's undergoing name change
Chris Young, owner and operator of Karen's Kitchen,

announced the name will change in March.
Young said he plans to call it 701 Cafe. 
Young added that with the change will come differ-

ent hours later this year, with the restaurant staying
open Friday nights and opening Saturday from 8 a.m.
to 9 p.m.

He's already cleared out the inside quite a bit, and
reclaimed stained wood accents a few of the walls. 

That's what was going on late on the weekends, if
anyone noticed the lights on inside the restaurant.

Young plans on putting up prints to reflect the busi-
ness’s location in historic downtown Newton and may
add a mural depicting the Ragsdale Opera House. 

“It's going to be Guru, Gourmet and Gouda,” he said.
“Put that in the paper,” he added of the slogan he plans
for the back of the store’s merchandise. 

He explained he's a sandwich guru, the food will be
gourmet quality and Gouda, well, he just loves Gouda
cheese. 

Young said business has been good since taking it
over from lon- time owner and operator Karen Walton.

—Adam Strunk

Big Rural Brainstorm to be March 7
The Big Rural Brainstorm is coming to Newton from

10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday, March 7. The event, con-
ducted by the Kansas Sampler Foundation, is designed
to bring together Kansans from across the state to
think about how they can move their communities for-
ward—especially the state's smallest communities.

The focus of the third Brainstorm is civic engage-
ment. The goal is to allow attendees to brainstorm

about what's important to them and their communities
in many different ways, from getting young people en-
gaged, getting longtime residents engaged, engaging
more voters, engaging more volunteers and finding
more supporters.

Anyone interested in being part of the interactive
and action-oriented event should register at
www.kansassampler.org. The cost of the day-long event
is $50 with a limit of 150 participants. Deadline to reg-
ister is March 1. The Big Rural Brainstorm is a project
of the Inman-based Kansas Sampler Foundation and
We Kan! Network. 

Though anyone is welcome, community-doers from
rural communities and PowerUps (those between 21-39
who are rural by choice) are specifically encouraged to
attend. 

Heart to Heart fundraiser coming up
Heart to Heart Child Advocacy Center will have a

fundraising concert on Saturday, Feb. 20, at the Ameri-
can Legion, Post No. 2, 400 S. Spencer in Newton.

The event will feature Larry Thompson and The Big
Buckle Band. Tickets at the door are $15 per person
and $25 per couple. 

More than 1,600 children have been served by Heart
to Heart since the nonprofit agency opened in 2001, ac-
cording to Executive Director Kerry Grosch. Child vic-
tims are referred by law enforcement agencies
throughout Harvey, McPherson and Marion counties,
as well as by the Department for Children and Fami-
lies (DCF).  

According to the press release, Heart to Heart is a
safe, neutral place where child victims of abuse talk to
professionally trained forensic interviewers about what

happened to them. These children (and their non-of-
fending family members) receive support and referrals
to important medical and behavioral health services
designed to help them on their journey toward healing
and recovery. In the event that criminal charges are
filed due to the abuse, Heart to Heart staff help pre-
pare the child to attend court if needed and will accom-
pany the child to proceedings as support. 

“We’re there for children and families for as long as
they need us,” Child Advocate Lisa Donahue said.

For more information, call The Newton Heart to
Heart Child Advocacy at 316-804-4603.

Hospital renews commitment to patient safety
Newton Medical Center (NMC) announced its partici-

pation in the second round of the national Hospital En-
gagement Network, known as HEN 2.0.

HEN 2.0 is a 12-month comprehensive patient safety
initiative conducted by the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services through its Partnership for Patients
program.

Through the Kansas HEN, NMC works collabora-
tively with 106 hospitals across the state and 3,700
hospitals across the nation. All are continuing their
work in 10 or more core patient safety areas, such as
the prevention of falls, infections and adverse drug
events.

Hospital leaders and front line staff participate in
learning networks and use quality improvement meth-
ods and resources to improve care delivery and prevent
harm. The initiative involves engagement at all levels
of the hospital, as well as patients and families.

—For Newton Now
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This doesn't hold true for
Wendy and Clint, because
as I compose this column,

both are steadily tip typing. But
for me it seems, in Newton, Fri-
days are bad days to write.

I joke that everyone in this
community takes an hour and a
half lunch. Those lunches are
staggered making the time from
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. useless to do
any actual interviews.

On Friday, it turns into a two-
hour lunch, and when three o'-
clock hits, most are either gone or
busy planning for the weekend.

This column will represent one
of the few things I will get done
today, a terribly unproductive day
for putting out news copy. 

However, and this is a big how-
ever, I'm OK with this. 

I took a long lunch today. When
in Rome right? I headed down to
the Rec with the crew and caught
the Kiwanis Club Pancake feed.
Our office weight-loss challenge
out the window, a good many of
us from Newton Now chowed
down with joy. 

The men flipping flapjacks
asked that I give them a favorable
review for the newspaper. So
there you are fellas, the pancakes
were delicious. 

I grabbed a quick picture and
wrote something up fast, so I
wouldn't feel totally worthless on
that day. 

I'm a big fan of such events out-
side of the food because it gets to-

gether a pile of people and forces
them to talk to each other. 

I'd like restaurants to do this
more often and feature big long
tables. It makes for good social in-
teraction. Karen's Kitchen still
has a long table in the restaurant,
and at that table, I've had conver-
sations with a wide variety of peo-
ple while I eat. 

Sheriff T. Walton usually can
be found at that table sometime
during the week holding court,
which makes it a nice place to
grab an interview in a pinch. 

Though it's still odd to go in
there and see Karen Walton in
the crowd and not behind the
counter.

The new owner Chris Young
seems as friendly as he is ener-
getic and boisterous. I've already
got him pegged as someone to
help aid in my Friday procrasti-
nations. 

Continuing my absolutely un-
productive Friday, I ended up in a
coffee meeting at Mojo’s that ran

on much longer than productivity
should have allowed, but it's good
to make time to talk to people you
actually enjoy talking to and who
have good ideas. I mean, no one
else was answering their phones,
so I don't feel too bad for it. 

Along with getting a few news
ideas, I ran into Virgil Penner,
who we featured a while back in
Newton Now. Penner's latest
claim to fame in Newton are his
paintings. You can find them
around town. Many are regional
rural scenes or of the southwest.
They're a bit reminiscent of
Thomas Hart Benton, if you fol-
low that kind of stuff. Chris
Young mentioned he wanted a
mural of the Ragsdale Opera
House painted in his restaurant.
I think Virgil, with his strong
flowing lines and use of color,
could make a mural, especially
one with a fire, pop. I hope these
two men can get together on this.
That's a tiny nudge by me, I
guess. 

And now I sit trying to get this
thing typed on Friday as another
unseasonably warm day blooms
outside. This is all I'm going to
get done today, and my life is bet-
ter for it. Sometimes a little pro-
crastination goes a long way. 

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at 
adam@harveycountynow.com or

316-281-7899.

Fridays mean few callbacks but good days
Columns

Editorial

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

Tax lid
needs modification

"I'm not in control of my muse.
My muse does all the work.” 

—Ray Bradbury

The Muses were the Greek
goddesses of inspiration in
literature, science and arts.

I have a muse who helps me
write. As much of a pill as she is
sometimes, I don't know what I
would do without her. Some days
she can be so beautiful and lov-
ing. She sits with me, her hand
on my shoulder, helping me
churn out pieces that I am proud
of, pieces that I want to hang on
my wall and share with the
world. And sometimes she can be
downright ornery. She'll throw
stuff at me that I want nothing to
do with. I have actually begged
her to drop some of the insane
ideas she has tried to force down
my throat. “I don't want to write
this. It’s crazy, it makes no
sense.” She keeps at me though,
like an out of control jackhammer
until my words are on the paper.
I have learned over the years that
in those instances, my muse
knows best. Some time ago, I
wrote about Randy Weaver and
the tragedy at Ruby Ridge. It was

a terrible piece that I didn't care
for one bit. In fact, I flat out
hated it. About a week after it
published, I received a handwrit-
ten letter from a man thanking
me for my retelling of the story.
It was as though I unknowingly
wrote that column specifically for
him. That's spooky as heck. 

To bring out the very best in
your muse, you have to love and
care for her. I feed mine by read-
ing a lot. She loves it when I
read. Books are like candy to her.
They make her dance. The more
you use your artistic gifts, the
better your muse will treat you.
I've also learned that the nicer I
am and the better I treat myself
and others, the more loving my

muse is towards me. 
Gratitude is another thing that

really gets a muse going. Be
grateful and be thankful. Often.
Don't gripe about your art. Love
it. Even the stuff you felt wasn't
your best. Your muse gave it to
you for a reason. Stop beating
yourself up and move on.

Now the hardest thing about
living with my muse is editing.
Our managing editor Adam uses
the term “killing your babies.”
Don't panic, it's not a literal
term. It means editing out the
stuff you absolutely love, so your
overall piece is better. I hate cut-
ting jokes and clever lines. But
sometimes I have to for the
greater good. My muse will often
burst out with overly dramatic
groans as I edit. She loves to bust
my chops.

No matter what you do as an
artist, love your muse. Feed her,
care for her and thank her often.
Let her know how grateful you
are. 

Bruce Behymer is the “Market-
ing Dude” for Newton Now. He

can be reached at 
bruce@harveycountynow.com. 

Nurture and love your muse, who knows best
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Local governments fund themselves through property
taxes in a large part. 

They pay for roads, amenities, law enforcement, fire
protection, etc. 

If a city grows, it needs to provide additional services
to the development. It recoups those costs by the addi-
tional property taxes the development brings in. 

If a city needs to fund a large project, say a sewer
plant, property taxes could finance that project, just as
taxing on an additional fee to a utility bill could. 

If a city needs to hire on additional law enforcement
or undertake a considerable construction project, prop-
erty taxes, or a small raise in those taxes, often help pay
for the construction.

So it makes sense that when the Kansas Legislature
starts messing with how local bodies can manage their
taxes, the city and county would get a bit antsy.

Last year, Kansas made into law a property tax lid to
go into effect in 2018.

The lid caps any increases in property tax revenue by
using consumer price index increases.

The consumer price index measures changes in the
price of a set of constant household goods. 

Property tax revenues cannot increase at a faster rate
than the CPI. For instance, without triggering a special
election that a governing body would have to hold, al-
lowing constituents to vote and approve such an in-
crease. 

The index went up by 1.3 percent in 2015. 
At that rate, a small increase in property taxes would

trigger a vote. Or taxes staying level and property eval-
uations rising slightly would trigger a vote. 

Most governing bodies get property evaluations in
June and adopt budgets in July or August. They would
then have to either get the special election on the ballot
for the next scheduled vote either in August or Novem-
ber, or send out a ballot by mail. If the vote would fail,
the budget theoretically would have to be reworked. 

That likely would mean cuts to a city's general fund
budget for the next year, which pays for things like fire-
fighters and police officers.

The Kansas Association of Realtors supports the law
as they believe it will help keep property taxes low. 

We agree with them that we would like to see them as
low as possible. Many homeowners are on fixed incomes. 

With a proposed $8 million new police station on the
horizon, some would say a vote on that issue would not
be a bad idea. 

But it seems we already have a method for controlling
our property taxes. We elect all of our governing bodies.
If we don't like what they are doing with our taxes, we
can vote them out. 

If we don't like tax increases or want lower taxes at
the local level, we can vote for candidates who mirror
our own views.

Having the public vote on small revenue increases
only would work to insert uncertainty into the budget-
ing process, discourage communities from growing as it
takes more services to provide for an increased popula-
tion and ties the hands of local governments when mak-
ing decisions about the future.

Most of us don't attend every single city or county
government meeting. And even if we did or read every
single article about what's going on in the city, it still
would be difficult to be as informed about a govern-
ment's budget, a government's future planning needs
and how the government's hundreds of moving parts ef-
fectively function as those who we either pay or elect to
do so. 

We live in a representative democracy. We vote for
people to represent us and we have to trust in those de-
cisions.

Currently there is a bill in the House, HB 2609, that
wouldn't repeal the property tax lid but offer plenty of
exemptions to it, easing the process of future growth
and future planning. It also would allow local govern-
ments to opt out of the tax cap if they so choose.

This is how the sausage gets made. The new bill
would give taxation hawks a victory because a property
tax lid stays in place. If a government opts out, they
could blame small-town elected officials and save face
with their donors and voters. 

Governments could get out of the cap if they chose to.
If the voters wish to keep the cap in place and have
votes year after year about property taxes, they can do
so by electing leaders who would keep the lid in place. 

Everyone is happy and can choose to stop the state of
Kansas from eroding local control.

It's not perfect, but its a start.

—Newton Now Editorial Board
THE ZEN OF BEHYMER

BRUCE BEHYMER

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

CARTOON BY AMY SMARSH-JOHNSON/NEWTON NOW
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Multi-tasking. The art or sci-
ence of performing multi-
ple tasks simultaneously.

Sometimes with success. 
I have multi-tasked my whole

life. Think it’s part of an undiag-
nosed attention deficit disorder. I
can head into the kitchen to heat a
bowl of soup for lunch and before I
know it, I have thrown a brisket in
the slow-cooker, brownies in the
oven, and homemade ice cream in
the freezer. 

And likely left the soup sitting in
the microwave. 

We all do it. In fact, most of us do
it regularly. It’s a ‘skill’ that has
emerged in our competitive, do-
everything-fast, immediate-gratifi-
cation whirlwind of a world. Good
brain research reminds us what we
cognitively know: our brain can
focus on only one thought or activ-
ity at a time. 

Yet we have all gawked in abject
amazement to glimpse a driver fly-
ing by in traffic while talking on
the phone, checking her makeup,
and eating a bowl of salad. Scary
multi-tasking.

Teachers are consummate multi-
taskers. Greet kids, take roll, an-
swer questions, deliver
information, explain assignments,
grade papers, tend to 25 individual
wants, needs and expectations. 

I am amazed to observe people
sitting in meetings, replying to
emails and texts, looking up last
night’s game scores, playing Words
with Friends, and hoping to re-
spond coherently when called on. 

Multi-tasking is not for sissies.
But it is needed armor when grand-

mothering twins. 
To help ensure that Doc and

Rachel, mom and dad to 7-week old
twin boys, can catch some much-
needed sleep, both sets of grand-
parents take weekend turns
helping with the babies in Kansas
City. When Dave and I are on-duty,
I take the 1:00 a.m. – 4:30 a.m.
shift. Only for Luke and Blake
would I be so willing to forgo sleep. 

Generally the boys are calm and
easy-going. The routine is to feed
them every three hours. Wake up
one baby. Cuddle, diaper, feed,
burp. Snuggle. Return to bassinet.
Wake up Baby 2. Cuddle, diaper,
feed, burp. Snuggle. Return to
bassinet. Yawn. Repeat.

I savor the quiet, dark hours
with each child. No TV, no texts, no
email, no iPad reading. Just
grandma and baby, focused on eye
contact and heartbeats. Love and
bonding at its quiet best.

Works like a charm. . .when it
works like a charm. 

And then reality screams. Some-
times both babes wake up at the
same time. Hungry. Wet. Or worse.
They both want attention and they

want attention now. Time to multi-
task, Grandma!

I can handle one heart-wrench-
ing screaming baby, but not two of
them. For better or worse, I have
devised a multi-task response to
the Double Wail. I can only hope
neither child will be emotionally
scarred.

After giving each a quick cuddle
to let them know they have been
heard, one gets plunked in his sling
chair to holler, while the other gets
a fresh diaper. Then Mr. Clean
Pants gets to holler in the sling
chair, while the second diaper
change takes place. Luke gets
plunked so that Blake can get fed.
Can’t let Luke cry too long, so
Blake gets plunked. Each baby gets
one ounce of milk and a snuggle.
Drink, snuggle, burp, yell, repeat
until bottles are empty and tum-
mies are full. Eventually, both
babes are back in their cribs, clean,
quiet, and satisfied. Until the next
round.

No doubt, hidden video would
show a goofy grandmother racing
back and forth in the dark, rather
like a friendly maniac. A metaphor
for life in today’s busy world, per-
haps. But sweet smiles tell
Grandma this lunacy is working.

Our precious babies are a long-
awaited blessing. Wouldn’t trade
night shift multi-tasking for any-
thing. Love you, Luke and Blake!

Barb Burns is community ad-
vancement coordinator for the city

of Newton. You can reach her at
bburns@newtonkansas.com or call

her at 284.3605. 

Midnight multi-tasking is not for sissies Guest Editorial

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N. Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the community and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and writers are limited to one letter every other week. Letters
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number for verification purposes. Only the name and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to vol-
ume, letters may need to hold although this is not normally the case. 

District consolidation bill
is unrealistic, unnecessary

We lay aside letters never to
read them again, and at last we
destroy them out of discretion,
and so disappears the most beau-
tiful, the most immediate breath
of life, irrecoverable for ourselves
and for others.” —John Wolfgang
von Goethe

The call came several years
ago, on a pre dawn Monday
morning in April. I don’t re-

member exactly what my sister
told me. She must have said heart
attack, but I don’t remember that
either. She may have told me if
my dad was at the house, in the
hospital, or otherwise. I didn’t
ask or give her time to tell me if
he was alive or dead.

I think my subconscious knew,
taking away any reason to stay on
the phone for an answer to that
question. It must have, because I
ended up at my parent’s house 30
miles away, already knowing in
my gut he wouldn’t be there.

Typical, I suspect, of most fami-
lies, that it takes a death to wish
I would have known more about
my dad’s history. Too busy to let
myself become interested enough
to ask details, even knowing
small bits and pieces about his
childhood that should have
prompted questions.

I remember a time I didn’t yet
consider my parents were people
with a story. I didn’t think about
what it was like when they were
raising kids, when they were
newlyweds, or what it must have
been like when a Carolina girl
was swept off the beach by a Ma-
rine from dry dusty Kansas. Or
earlier, when they were growing
up, before they realized their par-
ents were people with their own
lifetime of experiences.

My coworkers and I recently
had a conversation about greeting
cards. Worth the money or not?
We concluded most of them end
up in the garbage.

With e-cards, e-mail and Face-
book, our thanks and well wishes
aren’t reserved for certain occa-
sions, and they aren’t as often in
ink. Actual cards are a dime a
dozen now and, in the midst of al-
ternate modes of communication,
are losing their place.

Even if the intent of the mes-
sage is the same, I can’t help but
feel sorry for future generations. I
may just be resistant to a total
electronic conversion, but haven’t
we all had at least one experience
where we pulled an old love note
or letter from decades ago—our
own or our parents’ or grandpar-
ents’— and felt the sentimental-
ity through the fading postmarks
and longhand script on worn
paper?

I still have a pile of slightly em-
barrassing yet priceless notes
from high school that my friends
and I folded into special origami
creations. Are those days really
gone? Sigh.

A few years ago, our newspaper
published a pictorial book on our
county’s veterans. The photos
poured in from people of all ages

from all over the county.
For publication, we scanned

piles of candid snapshots, official
service photos and everything in
between. It was a hundred years
of history coming to life, as they
say. None of it was as touching as
the handwritten letters mailed to
family back home.

Today’s current events will cre-
ate tomorrow’s memorabilia. That
makes me want to handwrite a
few cards, jot some more journal
pages and be a part of a lot more
printed (I am biased) newspaper
issues, then tuck them away so
history presents itself again when
the next two or three generations
(hopefully) trace their roots.

I don’t remember much from
the days following my dad’s
death. Life moved around us like
a tornado, as anyone who has lost
a loved one can testify.

What I brought with me
through those years are hand-
written cards with words of sym-
pathy and memories written
about my Dad. I keep them in a
box on a shelf in my basement.

Every so often, I pull them out.
When I do, they mean the world
to me all over again. I like to
imagine that one day my daugh-
ters’ kids and grandkids will dis-
cover them tucked away in a pile
of my stuff and get a glimpse into
their past.

And with any luck, be reminded
that recording history as it hap-
pens—especially that of our own
families—in a tangible way is
worth the paper and ink.

Shelley Plett is a graphic de-
signer for the Free Press and

Kansas Publishing Ventures. She
can be reached at

shelley@hillsborofree press.com.

An ode in support of paper, ink, printed products

PARTS OF SPEECH

SHELLEY PLETT

VOICE FOR THE COMMUNITY

BARBARA BURNS

When it comes to funding education in Kansas, it
seems like the state legislature is trying to do anything
but.

One of the most recent examples is House Bill 2504.
The “Kansas School District Realignment Act” was
sponsored by John Bradford, R-Lansing, as a way to
save money by consolidating the costs of education ad-
ministration.

The bill would consolidate districts below 10,000 stu-
dents into one county level district. The move would de-
crease by more than half the number of school districts
in Kansas, from 286 to 132.

Bradford claims his aim isn’t to close schools, but any-
one who has listened to consolidation consultants (as we
have here in Washington County) knows the only real
savings in school consolidation comes from closing build-
ings more so than anything else.

Bradford claims the move would save $170 million
over a 10-year period. There is no fiscal note attached to
the bill, however, so we don’t have official estimates of
savings or a specific explanation of where that figure
came from.

The plan calls for the three school districts in Wash-
ington County (USD 108 Washington County, USD 223
Barnes-Hanover-Linn and USD 224 Clifton-Clyde) to be
combined into one district and Section 3e of the bill puts
limits on the number of administrative positions al-
lowed in the new district. 

From the bill -
“After school district realignment is effective pur-

suant to this act, the number of school administration
and supervisory service employees employed by a re-
aligned school district shall not exceed 120% of the
number of school administration and supervisory serv-
ice employees of the school district with the largest en-
rollment in the prior year whose territory became part
of such realigned school district.”

What does this mean? Does it mean the staff at the
district office? Or does it include building principals too?

In our county, USD 223 has the largest enrollment, so
their staff would be the base number referenced by that
section of the bill. They have four positions at the cen-
tral office in Barnes - a superintendent, a transporta-
tion/maintenance director, a board clerk and payroll
clerk.

Given that staffing level, with the 120% scenario, the
new consolidated district would be allowed one more ad-
ministrative district position to help run all three for-
mer school districts.

If you include building principals in the equation, of
which USD 223 has one principal at Hanover and one at
Linn, you’re up to six, and at 120%, you’re now allowed
7.2 positions in the new district. Would that mean one
principal to serve Hanover and Washington County and
one principal to serve Linn and Clifton-Clyde? And just
1.2 new staff members at the district office to run our
entire county?

Obviously, this is totally unrealistic.
In our small schools, we don’t have an inflated admin-

istrative presence. We don’t have too many teachers ei-
ther (if we had the funds, we could probably use a few
more.)

I have no ability to speak for the city schools, but our
small, rural schools in Kansas are serving their stu-
dents and patrons well, both from an academic and fis-
cal standpoint.

This bill would not be the financial miracle the legis-
lature has been looking for. All it would do is decrease
local control of our schools - putting our kids in the
hands of a few board members from a vast area.

A guess at the makeup of a new countywide district
made up of the three current districts would be one
board member each for the Hanover, Clyde, Clifton and
Linn areas, two for the Washington region and one at-
large member. We currently have 21 board members
serving our three districts. Real local control would dis-
appear with this bill.

Do Republicans want to get the state out of our local
business? Supposedly. So why would Rep. Bradford
come up with a bill that yanks local control away from
us?

The legislature should leave decisions of consolidation
up to local folks. If there is an unneeded amount of
waste in our local school districts, I’m confident patrons
would speak up. But this has not been the case, because
our schools have managed their budgets and functions
well.

I do not buy into the rhetoric that there is some mas-
ter plan to take the state totally out of public education,
but many legislators continue to give folks plenty of evi-
dence that might just be the case.

Enough already. Kansas should happily fund educa-
tion for the benefit of our present and our future. There
are no two sides to this story.

HB2504 needs to get buried now. If it doesn’t, then it
needs to be propped up as a reason to rid ourselves of
any legislator who would support the bill.

—Dan Thalmann, Washington County News

Say what?

I don’t know about
everyone else, but I
really loved lunch
and recess because it
was an opportunity
to get carried away
with your 
imagination.

Dichen Lachman
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Lewis Barrick Wilson
Jr., 71, died on Tuesday,
Feb. 9, 2016.

Services are pending
and will be announced
by Downing & Lahey
Mortuary/Crematory
West in Wichita.

LEWIS BARRICK WILSON JR.

Randy L.
Luckey, 62,
died on
Tuesday,
Feb. 2, 2016,
at Kansas
Christian
Home in
Newton.

He was
born on
March 2, 1953, in Beloit
to Mildred (Thull) and
Kenneth E. Luckey.

Randy attended the
Salina military school
and was proud to have
this military connection
with his son, Richard.
He cherished this
throughout life.

During his years in
Newton, Randy was a
manager at the Fox The-
atre, and also at the out-
let mall theaters under
several previous compa-
nies. 

Preceding Randy in
death were his parents
and grandparents.

Survivors include two
sons, Richard Luckey,
Wichita, and Travis and
wife Ashley Luckey,

Park City; two
brothers,
Lennie E.
Luckey and
Larry E.
Luckey, New-
ton; six grand-
children,
Tyler, Talon
and Taiden
Sanchez, Kara

Luckey, and Terrick and
Trippton Luckey; niece,
Gwendolyn Nye, Fort
Worth, Texas; great-
niece Kali Nye; and
great-nephew Colt  Nye. 

Funeral services were
on Monday, Feb. 8, at
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.

In lieu of flowers,
make donations for the
family at
https://www.gofundme.c
om/3m9w7u6k to help
with burial expenses.

Burial will be held at
the Greenwood Ceme-
tery in Newton.

Friends may sign the
book and read the obitu-
ary online at
www.broadwaycolo-
nialfh.com.

RANDY L. LUCKEY

Marsha
Mary For-
cum, 71, died
on Sunday,
Jan. 31,
2016, at
Kidron
Bethel Vil-
lage in North
Newton. She
was born on
Nov. 13, 1944, in Eureka,
the daughter of Harold
and Elinor Forcum.

Marsha spent the last
part of her life in Newton.
She enjoyed being a
Kansas girl again. Mar-
sha loved educating oth-
ers, and cared deeply for
her family and friends
close to her.

She was preceded in
death by her parents and
her brother John Forcum.
She is

survived by her chil-
dren, Curtis and (Annie)
Wolfe, Wamego; Marci
and (Jeff) Waters, High-
lands Ranch, Colo.; Justin
and (Holly) Wolfe, Rogers,

Ark.; two sis-
ters: Janet
Groninga,
Manhattan,
and Ardys
Maxson, Clear-
water; and
grandchildren
Ellee, Eli,
Emery, Emil
Wolfe,

Mackenzie, Bayli Waters,
and Kennedy, Beckett
Wolfe.

Cremation has taken
place. Visitation will be
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Feb. 12, at Shalom
Mennonite Church with
the Celebration of Life
Service following at 6:30
p.m. Shalom Mennonite
Church is at 800 E. First
St., Newton, KS 67114.

The graveside service
will be at 4 p.m. on Satur-
day, Feb. 13, at Star
Cemetery. Memorials are
with

Shalom Mennonite
Church, Petersen Family
Funeral Home, Newton.

MARSHA MARY FORCUM

Dorothy
L. Hite, 84,
of Newton
joined the
angels in
heaven on
Saturday,
Feb. 6,
2016, at
Newton
Presbyte-
rian Manor.

She married Wilbur
Hite on April 12, 1948,
in Pocahontas, Ark.
They later moved to
Newton. He died in
1981.

Dorothy had worked
at the Hesston Corp.
and Anderson Liquor
Store. She also was a
volunteer at the Salva-
tion Army. She enjoyed
working in her garden.

Survivors include her
daughter Vicky Zinn of
Goessel; three grand-
children, Chris Zinn of
Newton,  Julie Zinn of
Wichita and Harlan
Hite of California; four
great-grandchildren,
Katelyn, Rylie, Mason

and Erin;
brothers, Jim
West and wife
Opal of Farm-
ington, Mo.,
and Howard
West and wife
Angie of
Farmington,
Mo.; and sister
Pauline Little

of Jefferson City, Mo.
She was preceded in

death by her parents;
husband Wilbur; son
Michael Hite Sr.; grand-
son Michael Hite Jr.; son-
in-law Steve Zinn; and
sister Pat Moore.

Memorial graveside
services and inurnment
will be at 1 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 11, in the Rest-
lawn Gardens of Memory
near Newton.

There will be no visita-
tion or viewing as crema-
tion has been effected.

Condolences may be
left at broadwaycolo-
nialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

DOROTHY L. HITE
Bruce

Hoffer, 69,
died Satur-
day, Feb. 6,
2016, at
Wesley
Medical
Center in
Wichita fol-
lowing a re-
currence of
mantle cell lymphoma.

Bruce attended school
in Newton, graduating
with the class of 1964. He
married his high school
sweetheart Carol (Voth)
on Oct. 15, 1966. 

Bruce was preceded in
death by his parents and
brother, Kevin.

He is survived by his
loving wife, Carol; daugh-
ter Lisa (Mike) Valdez of
Newton; son Jason of Wi-
chita; grandchildren Cris-
tian, Hailey, Cailen, Cade
and Creighton Valdez,
and Sky Hoffer; brother,
Gary (Katherine) Hoffer
of Alameda, Calif.; sis-
ters-in-law Vicki  Hoffer
of Marion, Joyce (Fred)
Stuart of Hesston and
Vera (Jewel) Davis of Wi-
chita; four nieces; two

nephews; and
his four-legged
shadow, Lily,
his dachshund.

Funeral serv-
ices will be at
10 a.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 11, at
Central Chris-
tian Church,
2900 N. Rock

Road, Wichita. Interment
to follow at Greenwood
Cemetery, Newton.

Friends may call from 1
to 8 p.m. Wednesday at
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton,
where the family will re-
ceive friends between 6
and 7:30 p.m.

A memorial has been
established with His
Helping Hands of the
Central Christian Church
and the Royal Family
Kid’s Camp of Pathway
Church in Wichita. Con-
tributions may be sent to
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, 120 E.
Broadway, Newton, Ks.
67114.

Condolences may be
left at www.broadway-
colonialfh.com.

BRUCE HOFFER

Stanley
E. “Stan”
Voth, 91,
died Satur-
day, Feb. 6,
2016, at his
North New-
ton resi-
dence. 

Stan is
survived by
a son, Timothy, and his
wife Carolyn (Rich)
Voth of Topeka; daugh-
ter Debra Voth and her
husband Ken Gaeddert
of Hesston; brother, Le-
land Voth of Harrison-
burg, Va.; two sisters
Maurine Regehr of
North Newton and
Helen Bertrand, also of
North Newton; and five
grandchildren: Rachel,
Michael and Andrew
Voth, and Lee and
Jesse Voth-Gaeddert.

He was preceded in
death by two wives, his

parents and
siblings,
Winifred and
Homor, and a
grandson,
William.

Stan was a
longtime ac-
tive member
of Bethel Col-
lege Mennon-

ite Church in North
Newton.

Burial will be at 10
a.m. Thursday, Feb. 11,
at Greenwood Cemetery
in Newton, with a me-
morial service following
at 11 a.m. at Bethel Col-
lege Mennonite Church
with Pastor Dorothy
Nickel-Friesen presid-
ing.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Mennonite
Missions Network Over-
seas Missions in care of
Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton.

STANLEY VOTH

Jeannette
Lorraine
Knapp Kitch
passed away
Monday, Feb.
8, 2016, in
Newton. 

Survivors
include:
daughter and
son-in-law,
Kay and David Ediger of
Newton; son and daugh-
ter-in-law David and
Terri Kitch of Rocky Ford,
Colo.; sister, Joyce Sher-
wood of Walnut Creek,
Calif.; sister-in-law,
Eleanor Knapp of Rocky
Ford, Colo., many nieces
and nephews; grandchil-
dren Mark and Akiko Roe
of Naperville, Ill.; Alyssa
and Byron Rupp of An-
dover; Jared and Suanne
Ediger of Highlands

Ranch, Colo.;
Clint and
Stephanie
Calli of Col-
orado Springs,
Colo.; and
Cody Kitch of
Rocky Ford,
Colo.; and
eight great-
grandchildren.

Jeannette was preceded
in death by her parents,
husband, daughter Paula
Roe, sister and brother-in-
law Grace and Lew Wen-
del and brother Alden
Knapp.

A private family burial
will be at Rocky Ford
Hillcrest Cemetery, and a
celebration of her life will
be at 10:30 a.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 27, at the Rocky
Ford United Methodist
Church.

JEANNETTE KNAPP KITCH

CLARENCE KEITH SCHIRER

Thursday, Feb. 11
7 p.m.—Historic Preservation Commission meeting at

City Hall

Friday, Feb. 12
4 p.m.—Teen Animé Club at Newton Public Library.

Teens sixth grade and older watch and talk about animé
5 p.m.—KCAC Cheerleading Competition at Thresher

Gym at Bethel College
7 p.m.—Sixth grade social at Newton Recreation

Commission

Sunday, Feb. 14
3 p.m.—Guest organ recital by Bethel College alumni

Christopher Shaw at the Bethel Chapel
4 p.m.—Great Plains Jazz Orchestra at Newton High

School. Reserve a spot in advance at Prairie Harvest.
Acts also include Keith Woolery, NHS Jazz Ensemble
No. 1, Mario Garcia, Michael Parker, Roger Erickson,
Alicia Dale, Donna Woolery, and Andy Horner.
$10/adult, $3/student

Monday, Feb. 15
7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.—Play Day at Newton Recreation

Commission
7:30 p.m.—Newton High School Jazz Concert at NHS

auditorium
Newton City Hall closed for President’s Day
Harvey County Courthouse closed for President’s Day
All day Latchkey offered for USD 373
No school for USD 373, St. Mary Catholic and Newton

Bible Christian for President’s Day

Wednesday, Feb. 17
9:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m.—Head to Luyken Fine Arts Cen-

ter at Bethel College for Life Enrichment designed for
people aged 60 and older. Cost is $20/semester or
$2/week. Lunch is $6 for a full meal, $4 for soup, salad
and dessert. Enrichment is every Wednesday through
April 27.

Thursday, Feb. 18
7:30 a.m.—Newton City Commission Agenda Preview

at Newton City Hall
6 p.m.—Bethel College women’s basketball vs.

Bethany at Thresher Gym
6:30 p.m.—Introduction to Foxtrot, Waltz and Swing

dance class. Every Thursday from Feb. 18-March 10, go
to the NRC to become more comfortable and confident
with those styles. Bring a partner to enjoy the relaxed
atmosphere. Instructor is Katie Schmidt.

7 p.m.—Teen YLinK at Newton Public Library. Youth
Leaders in Kansas seeks to improve life for people aged
12-18 with mental health issues.

Feb. 9
Arrests
David E. Smith, 27,

Newton / Dom Battery,
Poss Marij, Poss Para,
Criminal Damage, 400
Blk SW 4th 

Feb. 8
Arrests
Michael G. Chennault,

61, Newton / DUI, Ob-
struction, No DL, 400 Blk
Windward Dr 

Marc E. Justus, 44,
Newton / Warrant, 400
Blk SE 14th 

Dane I. Speer, 35, New-
ton / Warrant, 400 Blk N
Boyd 

April D. Kick, 36, Man-
hattan / DUI, Poss Marij,
3500 Blk S Duncan  

Criminal 
Burglary, Theft, Crimi-

nal Damage, 2300 Blk S
Kansas 

Criminal Threat, 100
Blk N Columbus 

Feb. 7
Arrests
Marcus A. Tucker, 22,

Texas / Burglary, Theft,
1700 Blk S Kansas 

David P. Ybanez, 31,
Wichita / Theft, Criminal
Damage, 1700 Blk S
Kansas 

Glenn P. Steven, 26,
Wichita / Poss Drugs,
Poss Para, Burglary,
Criminal Damage, War-
rant, 1700 Blk S Kansas 

Caleb Woodward, 19,
Newton / Obstruction,
02/06/15, 500 Blk Cherry
Ln 

Phillip D.C Tyner, 30,
Hesston / Warrant,
02/07/15, 1000 Blk Lazy
Creek Dr 

Kara M. Hayes, 26,
Hesston / Obstruction,
1000 Blk Lazy Creek Dr 

Jeffrey R. Linscheid, 34,
Peabody / Violate PFA,
2100 Blk Wagonwheel Dr 

Criminal
Criminal Damage, 1000

Blk S Walnut 
Theft, 1300 Blk W

Broadway 
Violate PFA, 1200 Blk

N Main 

Feb. 6
Arrests
Paul J. Joseph, 36,

Newton / DUI, Endanger-
ing a Child, 1000 Blk N
Main 

Criminal 
Burglary, Theft, Crimi-

nal Damage, 700 Blk E
8th 

Burglary, Theft, Crimi-
nal Damage, 1000 Blk E
8th 

Theft, 1700 Blk S
Kansas 

Burglary, Theft, Crimi-
nal Damage, 1000 Blk E
8th 

Burglary, Theft, Crimi-
nal Damage, 800 Blk N
Logan 

Criminal Damage, 1000
Blk N Sherman 

Theft, 1000 Blk E 9th 
Theft, 400 Blk Wind-

ward Dr 
Burglary 2x, Att Agg

Burglary, Theft, Criminal
Damage, 600 Blk E 8th 

Burglary, Theft, Crimi-
nal Damage, 800 Blk N
Logan 

Burglary, Theft, 800
Blk E 7th 

Feb. 5
Arrests:
Justin J. Hanson, 33,

Newton / Poss Drugs, Poss
Para, Theft, 1700 Blk S
Kansas 

Stephanie R. Perkins,
29, Newton / Poss Marij,
Poss Para, Theft, 1700
Blk S Kansas 

Chad M. Paiz, 34, New-
ton / No DL, 1700 Blk S
Kansas 

Douglas C. Moser, 53,
Newton / Obstruction,
1000 Blk N Walnut 

Cesar G. Silveyra-Mar-
tinez, 20, Newton / DUI,
Obstruction, MIP, 1300
Blk Harrison 

Salvador Ornelas, Jr.,
34, Newton / Warrant,
400 Blk W 2nd 

Criminal
Theft, Making False In-

formation, 400 Blk E 7th 
Arson, Burglary, Crimi-

nal Damage, 100 Blk
Columbus 

Theft, 1000 Blk E 6th 
Burglary, Theft, Crimi-

nal Damage, 800 Blk N
Logan 

Theft, 1000 Blk N Mag-
nolia 

Burglary, Theft, 900
Blk Blaine 

Newton Now expresses condolences
Newton Now staff would like to express condo-

lences to the family of Barrick Wilson.
Wilson passed away Tuesday and was an early

supporter of the paper and a friend to our staff.
Only a few months ago at our ribbon cutting,

Wilson sat in our office with his ukulele and de-
lighted us and the crowd with the music of the
NUTS (Newton Ukulele Tunes Society), the band
he played in.

The world is a bit of a quieter place for his pass-
ing, and we are saddened by his departure.

Clarence Keith Schirer, 83, re-
tired farmer, passed away on Sun-
day, Feb. 7, 2016. 

He was born at Bethel Hospital
in Newton and was preceded in
death by his parents, Clarence and
Faye Schirer; brother Marshall
Schirer; sister Esther Smith; sister
Faye Nicholas; brother Ivan

Schirer;  grandson, Joshua Brit-
tain; and grandson Derek Schirer.

He is survived by daughter
Brenda Jennings; son Kyle Schirer;
son Brian (Janis) Schirer; son Kent
Schirer; Brother Bob Schirer; sis-
ter Eleanor Schirer; sister-in-law
Donna Schirer; brother-in-law Bob
Nicolas; grandchildren Michelle

(Matt) Walker, Tyler Schirer,
Jason (Brianna) Kraus, Ryan
(Nici) Kraus and Ben (Dana)
Schirer; and 13 great-grandchil-
dren.  

Memorial service was at 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 10, at Petersen
Funeral Home. Memorials may be
made to the Salvation Army.
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Lunda Asmani, assistant city
manager, presented two rough
finance plans for paying for the
stations. 

In plan A, assuming that
property tax assessments in-
crease at an average rate, the
project would require an addi-
tional 4.68 mills a year in taxes
to pay for decreasing each year
over a 20-year period to 3.67
mills once the building is paid
off. 

That would mean a cost of
$51.48 to an owner of a
$100,000 home in additional
taxes with that amount gradu-
ally decreasing each year to a
final rate of $40.37

Plan B would assume that the
city would only use property
taxes to pay for half the building

and would get the other half of
the money form somewhere else,
such as sales tax or other funds.
That plan would put the mill
levy at 2.34 percent to pay for
half of the station and have it
decrease down to 1.83 mills by
the time the building is paid off
in 20 years. 

None of those figures are set
in stone, but they provide a way
of looking at the financial im-
pact of such a project. 

Architects are about 75-80
percent done with sketches, and
the $8 million figure is not final. 

Leroy Cohen asked how the
city would go about financing
the building if a property tax lid
was in place and was told by
city staff that the city would
likely have to hold an election
before raising additional rev-
enue for the police station. 

At the actual council meeting,
the buzz was again about bees. 

The city moved forward in
amending an ordinance to allow
honey bees to be kept in the city
all year long instead of only in
the months of April through Oc-
tober. 

Community bee keeper Bill
Williams got the ball moving
and presented the commission
with a plan for a new ordinance,
which they seemed to favor.

The plan outlines that bees
must be kept in a hive at least
10 feet away from a property
line, 50 feet away from any
house or other building not used
for bees and 75 feet from the ex-
terior line of the traveled por-
tion of a public street. The
beekeeper must either have per-
mission or own the land they
keep bees on. 

“I want to know why you did-
n't bring us any samples of
honey,” Mayor Glen Davis joked
about the change. 

“If I would I could,” Williams
replied with a smile. 

In other news, the commis-
sion will vote to approve the
change at an upcoming meet-
ing. 

The commission also with-
drew a zoning change request
for the property it owns at 715
Washington Road.

The city plans to lease the
property to Stutzmans Green-
house to use, requiring a zoning
change to make the residential
property commercial.

Local home owners expressed
concerns about the possibility of
a future commercial business
occupying the property if Stutz-
mans left. 

The city will now begin work
on a special use permit allowing
for the property to remain resi-
dential but also for Stutzmans
to use to sell their plants. 

ETC.

*Nygaard brought up the idea
of discussing allowing landlords
to rent dumpsters from the city
at future meetings. He said he
would also like to discuss re-
quiring future members of city
administration to live within
Newton city limits. 

*Commissioner Barth Hague
gave a report, saying he was in
talks with the North Newton
City Council to arrange a meet-
ing in late February or early
March to discuss issues of mu-
tual interest. 

Davis echoed support of the
idea. 

“We need to have quarterly
meetings with the county, and
we need to have quarterly meet-
ings with the city,” he said. 

*All commission members
were present for the meeting
that lasted under an hour. For
once, there were no executive
sessions held at the meeting.

POLICE
From Page 1

supply to it. How come
it's the last thing to
come along here?”

City administrator
Torline said the problem
comes from a subcon-
tractor for Bartlett and
West, who the city hired
to do its sewage project,
is not getting its job
done.

Both Harder and coun-
cil member Gregg Dick
suggested withholding
payment until the gener-
ator is hooked up.

Harder also suggested
enforcing penalties for
late completion of the
sewer project. In its con-
tract with Bartlett and
West, the city can charge
a $1,000 fee for every
day the project is late.

"Well, why wouldn't
we?" Harder said of en-
forcing the late fee.

Torline said that was
a decision for the com-
mission.

Council Member Jim
Goering directed city su-
perintendent Danny
Bisoni to relay the com-
mission's concerns to the
contractor to put some
pressure on the subcon-
tractor.

"There was serious
concern of lack of per-
formance on the subcon-
tractor," Goering said.

In other news:
The council discussed

having a spring retreat.
Torline said it was
Mayor Ron Braun's idea
to have a retreat since it
hadn't happened in a
few years.

The council discussed
a tentative time and
date for the retreat from
6:30 to 9 p.m. on April
12.

Goering gave an up-
date on the North New-
ton foundation fund. It
was up 11 percent to
roughly $130,000. It was
bolstered by an anony-
mous donation of
$10,000, Goering said.
Goering added that the
date for grant awards
from the fund is set for
June 1.

"We'll run it up the
flagpole and see what
happens," Torline said.

A brief discussion en-
sued after Torline
brought up a possible fu-
ture meeting between
the cities of Newton and
North Newton, and
Bethel College to discuss
issues of mutual inter-
est. Harder said he was
fine with such a meet-
ing, but he'd still like a
meeting between just
the two cities to discuss
issues between them.

Torline said he was
only relaying the
arrangement Braun and
Newton Vice Mayor
Barth Hague had dis-
cussed.

Braun was not present
at the council meeting.

"I'm sure he (Braun)
wants to meet with the
college, but I don't think
that's all of it," Harder
said. "We'll discuss it
when he's here."

The council approved a
resolution listing the
boundaries of the city. In
years where the city an-
nexes properties, they
have to publish a city de-
scription. In 2015, North
Newton annexed two
properties.

The commission ap-
proved its monthly ac-
counts for $451,301.29.
The large account total
includes payments of the
city's annual bill to New-
ton for fire service.

The meeting lasted 41
minutes. Braun and
council member Jane
Schmidt were not pres-
ent.

SEWAGE
From Page 1

him, but I guess we made it official
then. Then we were doing the long
distance for a while, and that
sucks.”

Lewis said after Ensz left Wash-
ington, he decided he was going to
move to Newton.

“And he had never been to
Kansas before,” Ensz said. “He just
moved for me.”

“I sold everything I owned and fit
whatever I could in the car and
came here,” Lewis said, arriving in
early December.

What he packed mostly were
clothes. During the trip, Lewis
made one stop in Montana for a
night and kept on driving.

Lewis said he's glad he moved to
Newton and doesn't see a lot of dif-
ferences between the two states.

“The only main difference is the
ice here,” he said, adding it snows
in Washington, but he didn't expe-
rience ice covering the car there
like he does in Newton.

The couple found a home in
southeast Newton and has plans to
marry. Lewis is working as a custo-
dian at Newton High School, while
Ensz continues her job as a para-

professional at Slate Creek Ele-
mentary School. 

“I love working with the kids,”
said Ensz, who also has her own
business, Sara Ensz Art and Pho-
tography, as well as The Parahe-
lium Art/Photography Studio in
North Newton.

For a while, they hardly ever
saw each other, as Ensz worked
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and his
hours were from 3 p.m. to mid-
night, so they saw each other dur-
ing a dinner break and after he got
home. Now, Lewis is working an
earlier shift.

They have a lot in common.
“We're both just pretty much the

same, really,” Ensz said. “We're
both left-handed and have the
same car.”

One thing they like to do to-
gether is create.

“I've always painted, and he just
started painting,” Ensz said,
adding they also enjoy traveling
and disc golf, and he just sold his
first painting.

Although they had doubters in
their lives who questioned whether
the relationship would work, they
also have supporters.

“I'm just really thankful that we
have so much support from our
families and friends,” Ensz said.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Sara Ensz and Geoff Lewis met on the Internet and have plans to marry. 

LEWIS
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The local couple married on
Valentine's Day 1965, partly so
it would be a date to remember.

“The world would never forget
our anniversary,” Jim said. “[…]
Seemed like a romantic thing at
the time. Still works that way.”

They've celebrated their an-
niversary in a variety of ways,
including having a shindig in a
local church basement, attend-
ing Heart 2 Heart dances and
clubbing in Wichita. One an-
niversary Valentine's Day when
they were in Wichita, Jim asked
the waiter to put a ring in Patri-
cia's drink glass. When Patricia
took a sip, she said, “There's
something wrong with this. It
tinkles.” She thought there was
ice in her red wine.

When the couple married, they
used Jim's grandparents' rings.

When Patricia told her mother
they were getting married, that
was the only time she saw her
speechless. 

Before that happened, how-
ever, the couple had to meet,
which they did through Patri-
cia's little brother. When Jim
was 27 or 28, he was scoutmas-
ter of a Boy Scout Troop in El
Dorado, to which Patricia's
brother belonged. Her brother
was almost 14 at the time, and
Patricia was 21. The little
brother invited Jim to Thanks-
giving dinner.

Although Patricia thought Jim
was handsome, she wasn't to-
tally impressed with him at
first.

“Actually, I thought he was a
little stuck up, but I think that
was from [him working] in an of-
fice and new to town,” Patricia
said, adding the only times she
saw him were when he wore a
suit and tie or a scout uniform.

“I used to go out and watch
you bowl, didn't I?” Jim asked
Patricia.

She said Jim seemed to turn
up wherever she was and found
out Jim had been asking her
mom about her whereabouts,
she'd tell him, and then he's
show up. In addition, Jim spent
time with Patricia's brother, fa-
ther and mother.

When they first started dat-
ing, Jim was employed with
KG&E in El Dorado. For their

first date, they came to Newton
to check out the new KG&E of-
fices and stopped by Rexall Drug
Store and got a soda. Jim later
was transferred to KG&E in
Newton.

The Wimmers never had any
children.

“I'm still raising him, actu-
ally,” Patricia said, laughing and
adding she got him through his
slot car and motorcycle phases.

In 1966, they moved to New-
ton. Patricia worked at KJRG
radio station as the traffic man-
ager and wrote ads, as well as
doing many other duties. She's
also worked for the State of
Kansas and United Methodist
Youthville, which was where her
last position was at the Learning
Center there. Patricia's also vol-
unteered at a variety of places,
and they've both attended the
Citizens Police Academy.

There is a secret to a long
marriage.

“Mutual support and realizing
it's never 50-50,” Patricia said.
“Some people say it's 50-50, but
that depends on the circum-
stances.” Sometimes it's 70-30 or
60-40.

Patricia had other ideas about
a long, happy marriage when
they first wed.

“When we first were married,
if someone had asked what the
secret to a happy marriage is [I'd
say] a pie a week,” Patricia said.

“She's a good cook,” Jim
added.

Patricia said the most upset
she's been at Jim was when they
were going to have company
over, and she made a strawberry
shortcake with piecrust instead
of cake; it was Jim's aunt's
recipe. Before she left the house,
Patricia instructed Jim not to
touch it. When she came home,
she peered in the refrigerator,
and it was as pretty as she had
left it. Later, she found out he
had eaten a chunk out of the
back and had turned that part of
the pie to the back of the fridge. 

“I had to try it and make sure
it was OK,” Jim said.

Time has gone by fast, Patri-
cia said.

“It's gone so fast,” she said.
“The older we get, the faster it
seems to go. I guess if you
started together and march
forth, it all works out, doesn't
it?”

“So far,” Jim said.

WIMMER
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Where Did Time Go?
Patricia, dear, time slips away,
And tomorrow is just another day. 
I’ve loved you so much all these years,
That it will end is my greatest of fears.
I think of where we are and where we’ve been,
And my greatest wish is that we could do it all again!
Happy Valentine’s Day anniversary,
My sweetheart of 51 years.
Your husband, Jim.

—Poem Newton resident Jim Wimmer wrote as a sur-
prise for his wife, Patricia

Rolland said.
Thompson said she enjoys the animals'

transformations after coming in with their
hair grown out and being able to make them
look completely different.

“The makeover,” Bronge said, summing up
what Thompson said. […] “I really like edu-
cating the pet owner on grooming upkeep at
home.”

Bronge enjoys her career.
“It's a new experience every day,” she said.

“You get to really learn the personalities of
each individual dog. […] You get to have a
one-on-one relationship with the parents and
their dogs.”

She also said it's a career that changes,
since there are always new breeds and new
things to learn.

For the most part, the groomers are going
to see the pets more than the veterinarians,
so they're able to detect changes in the ani-
mals, Bronge said. She knows a groomer who
found a tumor in a dog, which turned out to
be cancerous.

“She saved the dog's life,” Bronge said.
Grooming at Passion for Pets includes

bathing, providing haircuts pet parents
want, such as breed cuts or all over, and a
dog moisture wrap for dry skin.

For the latter, they put lotion on the
pooches and wrap them in warm towels.

“We can paint their nails,” Bronge said.
In addition, regarding breed cuts, there are

different cuts for poodles, including the
Miami cut, town-and-country, German clip
and continental.

“It's harder to do a continental on a dog
that people don't comb,” Bronge said.

Even though a variety of short-hair dogs,
such as beagles and labs, don't need their fur
trimmed, the groomers can bathe them, do a
nice brush out, and take care of their nails
and anal gland.

“That's our basic bath,” Bronge said. “We
have no restrictions. Any breed is welcome.”

Their biggest dog customers have been
Great Danes, and they've had a few some-
what rarer breeds, such as a Chinese crested
and a couple of keeshonds.

“We did have a St. Bernard come in […]
gentle giant,” Bronge said. 

“That's the biggest we've done so far,” Rol-
land said, as the dog weighed 150 pounds.

In addition to dogs, the young ladies groom
cats as well, which can include bathing,
shaving down and putting on nail caps,
which are rubber caps that go over the fe-
lines' claws.

“It's an alternative to declawing,” Thomp-
son said.

Thompson and Bronge enjoy animals.
“I always wanted to work with animals, so

that's kind of a given,” Thompson said,
adding she worked at a veterinarian clinic
for about three years as a technician, assist-
ing the vet with anything.

Bronge also worked with animals at an-
other business.

“I knew that I'd want to work with ani-
mals, and it just kind of progressed,” she
said. “I started as a bather at PetSmart, and
they had invited me to their grooming acad-
emy, and it just went from there.”

Technically, Bronge said, one doesn't have
to go through any schooling to become a
groomer, but she did attend a four-week
academy “that taught me how to profession-
ally groom in a safe and effective manner.”

Bronge worked at PetSmart in Illinois for
three years.

“And so I've been training Holly on how to
groom,” Bronge said.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Holly Thompson gives Leo some undivided attention while
he gets his nails trimmed.

PETS
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2 Announcements

Thank You
I would like to take a few minutes of your
time to share the wonderful experience I
had at my retirement party that Jared hon-
ored me with at Little Pleasures. It was
great seeing all the people that stopped
by to wish me well, cards, telephone calls
and all those that stopped me on the
street to give me a handshake and a smile.
This job, rather I would like to call it a
service to so many of you through the
years thank you for your smiles and con-
versation during a time when some of
you may have been having a sadness,
but I always felt like we were friends, and
I want to thank you for those times and
your thoughts and presence at my party.
Willie Ensz 
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Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com
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FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifieds

3 For Rent

Apartments/Homes/Rooms
LARGE 1 BEDROOM APT. Hillsboro for
Responsible Adult. Partially furnished.
Quite neighborhood. May consider obedient
dog. Call 620-947-3535 leave message.
03-3tfree

Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. 
rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

In Hillsboro: 5 bed 2 bath apartment. No
Smoking, No Pets. 620-382-7696. 05-4tc

4 Merchandise

For Sale
California King Bed, nightstands, TV Ar-
moire, and chest of drawers. $1,000 OBO.
575-762-2379 or 575-309-9442. Newton,
KS. 06-1tp

Antique Couch, chair and footrest with
carved wood trim. 620-947-2273 or 620-
382-7068. 06-2tp

Oil tanks- two 110 gallon poly oil tanks
with stand $350.00. Used skid steer tires-
one 10x16.5 with wheel $100. Five 12x16.5
$75 each. 620-381-3472, 06-1t

Pets
2 -10 week old female lab puppies! 1 black
and 1 yellow, ACA Registered, Call after
4pm for details 620-382-6371. 06-1tc

5 Automotive

Automobiles
2009 Nissan Altima 4door, low miles 49k,
clean $8,375 316-640-3921. 06-1tc

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)
have purchased some of the following
classifieds. Determining the value of the
service or product is advised by this pub-
lication. In order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not offer em-
ployment but rather supply the readers
with manuals, directories and other mate-
rials designed to help their clients establish
mail order selling and other businesses at
home. Under NO circumstances should
you send money in advance or give the
client your checking account, license ID,
or credit card numbers. Also beware of
ads that claim to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that if a credit
repair company does business only over
the phone it is illegal to request any money
before delivering its services. All funds
are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers
may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Adoption
WARM, FUN, PROFESSIONAL Couple with
hearts full of love eager to provide your
baby with love and happiness forever. Ex-
penses paid. Christina and Michael
(877)298-1945

Auctions
LSFD Fundraising Auction- Feb. 6, 1:30PM,
224 S. Main, Lindsborg Fine art, quilts,
collectibles, vacation packages, hay bales,
Bake sale, Lots of great items, 
Lsfdauction.wix.com

MCN

Career Opportunity
OWN YOUR OWN DOLLAR, BIG BOX,
MAIL/SHIP, PARTY, OR WOMENS CLOTH-
ING/ACCESSORY/BOUTIQUE STORE,
100% FINANCING, OAC FROM $59,900
100% TURNKEY, 1-877-500-7606, 
dollarstoreservices.com/start/KS

For Sale
20’ 40’ 45’ 48’ 53’ Storage containers  cen-
tralcontainer.net or 785 655 9430

Keys to Their Heart Piano Sale thru Feb-
ruary 13! Find the perfect piano; over 130
to choose from as low as $49/month! Mid-
America Piano, Manhattan, 800-950-3774.
Preview sale at piano4u.com.

Help Wanted
Anthony, Kansas, seeks FT Development
Services/Assistant Human Resources Di-
rector.  Salary: $35,000-$45,000/yr., DOQ.
Non-FLSA Exempt. Excellent  benefits.
More information:
www.anthonykansas.org/jobs or620-842-
5434. Open until filled. EOE.

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Operator
Career! We Offer Training and Certifications
Running Bulldozers, Backhoes and Exca-
vators. Lifetime Job Placement. VA Benefits
Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori
ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

DRIVERS - Class A CDL, 23+, End
dump/hopper experience, no recent tick-
ets/accidents, out one week at a time.
Competitive pay, bonuses, raises. 
Call MBI 316-831-9700 x107.

Misc.
Topeka Boat & Outdoor Show – Kansas
Expocentre.  Friday 2/5 1-8pm, Saturday
2/6 10am-7pm, Sunday 2/7 11am-4pm.
Screamin’ Boat Deals!  20 Manufacturers!
Pro-Angler Seminars!
www.TopekaBoat.com  1-800-756-4788.

FOR SALE
TRAILER CLOSEOUT SALE: 2 & 4 Place
Aluminum Snowmobile Trailers. Special
on 14,000 lb. Skid Loader Trailers. 29'
Combo Snowmobile Enclosed Car Hauler
Special. www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com
515-972-4554 (MCN)

FRUIT TREES LOW AS $18. Blueberry,
Grape, Strawberry, Asparagus, Evergreen
& Hardwood Plants. FREE catalog. WOOD-
STOCK NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95, Nellsville,
WI 54456. Toll Free 888-803-8733. 
wallace-woodstock.com (MCN)

ADOPTION
*ADOPTION:* Adoring DOCTORS, Playful
Pets, Outdoor Adventures, Unconditional
LOVE awaits miracle baby. Expenses paid
1-800-563-7964 *Andrea & Dennis* (MCN)

A UNIQUE ADOPTIONS, LET US HELP!
Personalized Adoption Plans. Financial
Assistance, Housing, Relocation and More.
Giving the Gift of Life?  You Deserve the
Best. 1-888-637-8200. 24HR Hotline. (VOID
IN IL) (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
OWNER OPERATORS wanted. Paid all
miles. No touch freight. Many operating
discounts. Family run business for 75
years. Many bonuses and good home time.
Direct deposit paid weekly. 
Call 800-533-0564 ext.205. (MCN)

CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and benefits.
Matching 401k. Bonuses and tax free mon-
ey. Experience needed. Call Scott 507-437-
9905. Apply on-line http://www.mcfgtl.com
(MCN)

MAKE $1000 Weekly!! Mailing Brochures
From Home. Helping home workers since
2001. No Experience Required. Start Im-
mediately! www.centralmailing.net (VOID
IN SD, WI) (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.MyHomeIncomeNow55.com (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
AT&T U-Verse for just $59.99/mo! BUNDLE
& SAVE with AT&T Internet+Phone+TV and
get a FREE pre-paid Visa Card! (select
plans). HURRY, CALL NOW! 855-841-2927
(MCN)

Lower Your TV, Internet & Phone Bill!!!
Get Fast Internet from $15/mo - qualifying
service. Limited Time Offer. Plus, get a
FREE $300 Gift Card. Call 877-916-4108
Today!! (MCN)

$14.99 SATELLITE TV.  Includes free in-
stallation.  High speed internet for less
than $.50 a day.  Low cost guarantee. Ask
about our FREE IPAD with Dish Network.
Call today 1-855-331-6646 (Not available
in NE) (MCN)

DISH NETWORK - $19 Special, includes
FREE Premium Movie Channels (HBO,
Showtime, Cinemax, and Starz) and Block-
buster at home for 3 months. Free instal-
lation and equipment. 
Call NOW! 1-866-820-4030 (MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

Emergencies can strike at any time. Wise
Food Storage makes it easy to prepare
with tasty, easy-to-cook meals that have a
25-year shelf life. FREE SAMPLE. 
Call: 844-275-5400 (MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-800-442-5148 (MCN)

DISH NETWORK - Get MORE for LESS!
Starting $19.99/month (for 12 months).
PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast Internet for
$15 more/month). 
CALL Now 1-800-390-3140 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV and get a FREE Whole-
Home Genie HD/DVR upgrade. Starting at
$19.99/mo. FREE 3 months of HBO, SHOW-
TIME & STARZ.  New Customers Only.
Don't settle for cable. 
Call Now 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

19.99/mo. for DIRECTV - HD Channels +
Genie HD DVR + 3 months FREE HBO,
SHOW, MAX & STARZ + FREE NFL Sunday
Ticket! Call Now 1-888-552-7314 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
(MCN)

Marion County Park and
Lake Marion County Park
and Lake is now accepting

applications for the 
Park and Lake Assistant.

Applicants must have
good people skills, com-
puter skills (Word and

Excel), able to work week-
ends, help with cleaning

and landscaping. 

Please pick up applications
available Monday-Friday
9am-5pm, Saturday 8am-

7pm at Marion County
Park and Lake Office: 

#1 Office Dr. Marion, KS.
Any questions call 

Lake Office
620-382-3240.

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 50 tabs $90
includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-0780
or Metro-Meds.net (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. 
Call today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)

AS SEEN ON TV:  Burn fat quickly & effec-
tively with Garcinia Cambogia.  Blocks
fat. Suppresses your appetite. Safe - 100%
natural.  Satisfaction Guaranteed! Free
bottle with select packages! 844-587-6487
(MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

ACNE SUFFERERS:  Clear your acne with
all natural Acnezine!  Eliminate the root
cause of acne fast. No negative side effects
of chemical treatments. Exclusive Trial Of-
fer, Call: 855-402-7215 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
Save up to 93%! Call our licensed Canadian
and International pharmacy service to
compare prices and get $15.00 off your
first prescription and FREE Shipping. 
1-800-263-4059. (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
1-800-283-0205 (MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW!  No paid op-
erators, just real people like you.  Browse
greetings, exchange messages and connect
live.  Try it free.  Call now:  800-357-4970
(MCN)

FINANCIAL
STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down?  We can help reduce payments
and get finances under control, 
call: 866-871-1626 (MCN)

Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

MCN

in Florence is accepting 

applications full and 

part time positions.

Health Insurance
401-K

Vacation

Apply in person 
at Hwy. 50

Florence, KS

MCN

Call 620-947-5702
or email

natalie@hillsbo-
rofreepress.com

Reach
MORE 

people with
our 

classifieds!
Your classified
ad will appear 

in both the 
Hillsboro Free

Press and 
Newton Now..
reaching every
Marion County
household and
Newton Now 
subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for
20 words, then 
25¢ per word

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25)

Diesel 
Technician
Career opportunity for 
responsible, motivated 

individual as an automotive
diesel and driveline techni-

cian. Competitive pay, 
benefits, and continuous

training.
Contact Kim at 

Hillsboro Ford, Inc.

620-947-3134 
888-611-1186

kim@hillsborofordks.com

HILLSBORO

1 Employment

Managerial
Grand CCentral fformerly NNewton
Area SSenior CCenter:  SSearching
for DDirector, ccreative, oorganized,
plan pprograms, bbudget, uuse ccom-
puter, pprepare rreports ffor eex-
ternal aagencies. PPart ttime fflex-
ible hhours. SSubmit rresume tto
grandcentral122@yahoo.com.
05-3tc

Professional/Technical
Part time/Full time position at Newton
Copy Shop. Previous computer skills re-
quired and willingness to learn new pro-
grams. Must be dependable and able to
work with others and alone. Good customer
service a must! Apply at Copies & More,
1114 N. Main, Newton or Hesston Prestige
Printing, 117 N. Main, Hesston. 05-1tp

Call 620-947-5702 for details

Looking to reach a
LARGER MARKET

than our area?
We have NATIONAL CLASSIFIED and

DISPLAY AD NETWORKS that can
increase your circulation to one million

and up to 11 million. 

Centre USD 397 is 
accepting applications for

Route Bus
Driver  and

Substitute Bus
Drivers

Training provided. 
Applications available at 

district office, 785-983-4304 
or on website, 

www.usd397.com 

Municipal Court Clerk / 
Police Secretary / Diversion
Officer / Probation Office for

City of Peabody. 
PT, 20-25/hrs per week. 

Successful applicant will pass
background/criminal history

investigation and drug screen.
Require computer skills in MS
Word, Excel, Access, phone
skills, good verbal & written

communication skills. 
Professionalism, ethics, confi-
dentiality are a high priority.

Application can be obtained at
peabodyks.com, at city hall or
police station. 620-983-2133.

Application deadline 
Monday, Feb. 15 at 5 p.m.

The Legacy of Herington

is taking applications for

an 

Assistant Director of
Nursing/MDS 
Coordinator  

This is a full time posi-

tion. If you are looking

to join a caring team who

strive to provide quality

care to the elderly in a

home like environment,

WE NEED YOU!  

Interested persons may

send their resume to

Michelle Clore, 

Executive Director, 

2 East Ash, 

Herington, KS 67449

EOE

HELP WANTED
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS & CARPENTERS

Commercial & Residential
Experienced & Quality minded
Pay & benefits based on ability.
Drivers license required. EOE

VOGT’S CONSTRUCTION CO.
(316) 282-2400

MARION COUNTY IMMEDIATE OPENING
PLANNING / ZONING /

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
ASSISTANT

Marion County is accepting applications for a full
time Planning/Zoning/Environmental Health As-
sistant to perform a variety of clerical duties and
field work under the direction of the Planning/Zon-
ing/Environmental Health Director.  The employee
in this position will assist with planning and zoning
functions as well as the promotion and enforce-
ment of sanitary practices and is expected to act
independently in answering citizen inquiries,
preparing correspondence and billings, scheduling
appointments, and performing general office du-
ties.  Strong computer, interpersonal and com-
munication skills are required.  Physical activities
when working in the field may include lifting, bend-
ing, pushing and walking over rough terrain. Re-
quires a valid Kansas Driver’s License.  One to
three years of clerical experience is required,
preferably in the planning/zoning field.  Technical
degree or some college level education required
or equivalent combination of experience and train-
ing.  Full benefit package available.  References
required.  Application and job description are avail-
able at the County Clerk’s Office, 200 S. Third St.,
Suite 104, Marion, KS 66861. 620-382-2185
www.marioncoks.net  

Position open until filled. EEOE.  
Contact Marion County Planning/Zoning with

questions  620-382-2945.

We Are Growing!
CURRENT NEEDS:

RN/LPN - 2nd & 3rd shift 

CMA/CNA - 2nd & 3rd shift 

HOMEMAKER/HOUSEKEEPER - 1st shift

DINING ASSISTANT - 4:30-8:00 pm

Restorative Aide/Transportation

Please contact Marci Heidebrecht, HR, at (620) 947-2301 or
marcih@parksideks.org for an application. 

Criminal background checks run at the time of job offer. 
Parkside is proud to be a drug-free, EOE workplace.

200 Willow Road • Hillsboro, KS  67063 • (620) 947-2301
www.parksideks.org

EXTENSION AGENT
Family and 

Consumer Sciences
opportunity in 

Harvey Co., Newton, KS. 
See http://www.ksre.

k-state.edu/jobs/  
for responsibilities, 

qualifications, 
and application procedure. 

Application Deadline: 
2/29/2016.

 
K-State Research and 
Extension is an EOE of 

individuals with disabilities 
and protected veterans. 

Background check required.

KCAN



Not many people could
do anything for a hun-
dred miles. For the sec-
ond year in a row, the
Newton swim team will
swim 100 miles for the
Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion.

“The Campus coach
started it a few years
ago,” said Conner Eker-
berg. “We were invited to
do it last year.”

First-year head coach
Kim Powell said she re-
members the swimmers
talking about it at school
and trying to raise money
there.

“I remember hearing
them talk about it in the
halls,” she said. “They
were excited about it. It’s
good for the team; it gives
some cohesiveness.”

Campus coach Kelly
Kennedy is the brains be-
hind the operation, and it
started as just the Colts
swimming for a wish, but
it’s grown to an event
across Kansas.

Ekerberg and Powell
still aren’t sure of the lo-
gistics of the swimming.
Last year, they did all
100 miles in one 24-hour
period. The event is
meant to be a weekend-
long marathon, but be-
cause it’s for a good
cause, the rules are loose.

They’re kicking around
the idea of doing one

team of five swimmers or
four teams of five swim-
mers each. But those are
just logistics.

“It makes me feel really
good about myself, know-
ing that my hard work
went towards something,”
Ekerberg said. “People
funded us to do this chal-
lenge, but then we got to
meet who got the wish.
We got to meet who the
money was going to-
wards.”

The goal for this season
is for 10 teams to raise
$5,000 each for a total of
$50,000. An anonymous
donor pledged to match
donations up to that
amount.

“It’s good to give back

to something,” Powell
said. “I think for them, I
think they like the
fundraising part, but for
some of them, it’s just
‘We just swam that dis-
tance.’ To them, they can
see it as a big accomplish-
ment. I think it’s the
added bonus that they
get to donate to a good
cause.”

Newton was named as
a Team of Character from
last year’s swim-a-thon
and will be honored at
halftime at an upcoming
basketball game.

“I’m incredibly proud of
them. I love to see them
get together and build to-
gether,” Powell said. “It’s
hard when we go to meets

and they’re so limited in
entries that we can’t take
the whole team and that’s
so frustrating on multiple
levels, but the guys, most
of them go, they watch
from the sidelines and
cheer them on.”

The Railers spent last
weekend in Manhattan,
where Daniel Phillips
traveled with the team
even though he wasn’t
swimming to watch his
brother, Jerum, get a
state consideration time.

He was lucky to get in,
because no spectators
were allowed in the
Kansas State University
natatorium.

Some of the exterior of
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PHOTOS BY CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Conner Ekerberg warms up at practice Monday afternoon. Ekerberg swims and dives for the Railers. 

For a good cause
Newton swimmers set for swim-a-thon

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

Seth Zastrow swims in the 200-yard freestyle at the second Newton Invitational on Jan. 7. 

Threshers can
lean on more than
just one player

The Threshers might
as well have played at
Six Flags this season be-
cause of the roller
coaster they’ve ridden.

The Bethel men
started the season on a
10-game losing streak,
then fought back to an
8-15 record and 6-7 in
the KCAC before drop-
ping two in a row.

They bounced back,
though, for an 80-60 win
over Ottawa last Satur-
day night to put them at
9-17 overall and 7-9 in
conference. Head coach
Tony Hoops said the ad-
justments his team has
made this season are
palpable.

“We started worrying
about ‘mine.’ My min-
utes, my points, stuff
like that,” Hoops said
after the win over Ot-
tawa. “We’re not good
with that. Second half,
we came out, we didn’t
care who played or not,
we didn’t care if it was
me or him, we just
played. It was very cool,
and it’s very uncommon

to see a team be able to
do that, especially in the
college ranks and society
today. By nature, we’re
selfish individuals.
We’ve got depth, and
that’s awesome, because
we had some guys come
off the bench that made
a difference for us that
I’m not surprised one bit
by.”

He said the team has
a “not me, but we” atti-
tude. With the success
Bethel has enjoyed in
the 2015-16 season,
Hoops said that it’s eas-
ier to sell his players on
what that philosophy.

“They get so tired of
me talking about doing
the little things right,”
Hoops said. “They get so
tired of me talking about
being unselfish, making
the extra play, but that’s
what we do. They’re
starting to understand
that and believe, and
they’re seeing it be suc-
cessful. It’s a lot easier
to say those things, but
if you don’t win games,
it’s pretty easy to get
selfish. When you win,
it’s a lot easier to pro-
mote it.”

It’s shown in the num-
bers. 

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
RayJon Craig puts up a shot against Ottawa last weekend. Craig
scored 24 points in the 80-60 win. 

Wrestlers keep heads down, move forward

The Newton wrestlers
may not have enjoyed the
success they’ve wanted
this season, but head
coach Tommy Edgmon
remains encouraged by
what he’s seen.

The Railers have faced
a few key injuries
throughout the season,
namely Brody Roberson
at 126 pounds, one of the
state’s top guys entering
the season. Edgmon said
his team has filled the
holes accordingly and
that they’ve learned from
the experience of step-
ping into roles they may
not be comfortable with.

“We have several
freshmen in the lineup,
we have several people
out, and we have three or
four new faces on varsity
that were not there at
the beginning of the se-
mester,” Edgmon said.
“We’re having people
stepping up that will be
on the team again next
year, so I look at it for

the future as just experi-
ence.”

But don’t think that
just because his team
may have been depleted
for most of the season

that his expectations
have changed. He still
wants the same effort
day in and day out, even
when the wins don’t hap-
pen.

“The effort’s there. I
told them that it’ll come,”
Edgmon said. “Working
on technique, if the effort
is there and as long as

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Caleb Nelson wrestles at the 132 pound slot. He beat Salina Central’s Chance Sorrell 11-3.

Newton girls ranked
after tough stretch

For the first time since
the week of Jan. 6, the
Kansas Basketball Coaches
Association has placed the
Newton girls basketball
team in the top 10.

The Railers landed at
No. 9 in the latest poll that
came out on Feb. 8. New-
ton played five straight
games against top 10
teams, going 4-1 in the
stretch. It put together a
solid run in the Newton In-
vitational Tournament as
it beat 6A No. 9 Dodge City
and 4A-I No. 8 Andover
Central. The Railers fell to
4A-I No. 1 Bishop Miege by
just eight points, despite
nearly 30 turnovers in the
game. They still managed
to finish third in the
stacked field.

Two days later, Newton
beat 5A No. 9 Maize in a
league game despite a slow
start (it was tied at two

after the first quarter) and
turned around to take
down 5A No. 2 Salina Cen-
tral 51-39 last Friday. Both
games were on the road.

With Newton now
ranked ninth, there are
four teams in its sub-state
tournament in the top 10.
Those teams are No. 4
Salina Central, No. 7 Wi-
chita Heights, No. 8 Empo-
ria, and No. 9 Newton. The
Railers got a taste of what
their state qualifier will be
like with the NIT, and
head coach Randy Jordan
said his team has the
marks of a championship
team.

He said his team doesn’t
quit and started playing
smarter basketball.

After a win Tuesday
night at Salina South, the
Newton ladies are 11-5
overall and sit at 6-2 in
AVCTL Div. I play. They’re
second in the league be-
hind Derby (14-2, 7-1) and
jumped Salina Central (13-
2, 5-2) with the win over
the Cougars.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

See SWIM / 12

See WRESTLING / 12

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com



Newton started strong
against one of the top
teams in 5A on Thursday
night, but a few match up
problems gave Salina
Central a 39-31 win at
Ravenscroft Gym.

The Railers won four of
their first five bouts as
Logan Treaster (113
pounds) and Brody Rober-
son (120) pinned their op-
ponents. The Mustangs
left 126 open and Caleb
Nelson picked up a major
decision win to put the
Railers up 22-6 to start
the league dual.

Newton then won just
once in its next eight
matches, as Austin
Gehring got a 5-4 decision
at 152. The Mustangs
won by pin four times in
that stretch. Mo Murphy
capped the night with a
pin at 285.

"We did do some good
things," head coach

Tommy Edgmon said.
"But they have some
heavy hitters where we
have some freshmen, and
unfortunately, we lost
that battle. But I tell my
younger guys that's going
to be us in a couple

years."
Salina Central brought

five wrestlers ranked in
the top six of their weight
class in 5A. Three of
those wrestlers were in
consecutive weights at
160, 170, and 182. The

only one in that stretch to
not get a pin was Taylon
Peters, as Wyatt Hen-
drickson fell in a 3-2 deci-
sion at 160 pounds.

Newton’s No. 5, 220-
pound wrestler Cristian
Diaz couldn’t get any-

thing going against
Salina Central’s Michael
McMullen, the state’s top
grappler at 220 in a 5-0
loss.

Newton is now 1-4 in
league duals and will be
back in action on Thurs-
day, Feb. 11, at Salina
South in its final league
dual. It's the team's last
chance to tune up before
the regional tournament
on Saturday, Feb. 20, at
Valley Center.

they’re putting it forth,
it’ll come. Maybe not
today, maybe not tomor-
row, but they’re younger,
so down the road, we’ll
get our chance.”

The Railers’ first
chance will come on Sat-
urday, Feb. 20, at the
Valley Center regional
tournament, the state
qualifier. They’ll be at
Salina South for the last
dual of the season on
Thursday, Feb. 11.

Edgmon’s team hasn’t
picked up an eye-popping
number of wins this sea-
son, but he attributes it
to the fact it doesn’t have
too much experience.

“You come out and you
lose, bust your butt in the
room just to come out and
lose again. I try to get
them to look at the bigger
picture, the brighter pic-

ture, down the road. This
is just a learning experi-
ence.”

Even without the wins,
Newton has put out de-
cent performances this
season. Nearly every time
the Railers take the mat,
there are no surprises.
Every wrestler puts it all
out there and does their
best to finish strong.

“I keep trying to build
them up, tell them
they’re doing things
right,” Edgmon said. “We
don’t really look to the
negatives. You can cor-
rect them in a positive
way so they can realize
when they’re doing things
wrong, but they’re still
doing some things right. I
give them a positive as
well as something they
can work on.”

Edgmon views this sea-
son as a building block
for not only next year but
for years to come.

“I try to tell my
younger guys that that’s
going to be us in a couple
years, wrestling freshmen
as we’re seniors,” he said.

Newton’s regional tour-
nament is not the most
difficult in the state, leav-
ing it open for more Rail-
ers to qualify for the state
tournament Feb. 26 and
27 at Hartman Arena.

Edgmon has his
wrestlers already looking
forward to the regional
tournament and how
they’ll prepare.

“Each year we start by
working on a variety of
stuff, and now toward the
end of the year, we’re
going to work on more in-
dividuals,” he said. “We’ll
take more time in prac-
tice and work on individ-
ual strengths.”

Newton sent five
wrestlers to the state
tournament last season
and finished 12th in 5A.

the building fell off while
teams were practicing one
night and a few exits had
to be closed because of it.
When it first happened,
only 49 people were al-
lowed inside the building
and a few days before the
meet, a second exit was
approved to allow 479 peo-
ple in the building.

After swimmers and
workers, the number of
people sat at nearly 400,
and the Manhattan ath-
letic director made the call
to not allow spectators, be-

cause he didn’t want to
cut off people planning to
attend.

“They didn’t allow even
Manhattan senior parents
in for senior night unless
they timed,” Powell said.
“If they didn’t time, they
had to come in, do senior
night, then leave.”

Sound echoes in natato-
riums and quickly creates
a cacophony.

“It was different. It’s
usually full of parents and
the teams crash some-
where else; it was having
actual other swimmers
watch your races,” Eker-
berg said. “[…] I actually
swam a better race.”
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Auto Insurance 
Tailored For You.

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Storage Units Available 
12x40 RV and Mini Storage

101 West Hwy 50 • 316-217-3305
jsmitch73@hotmail.com

Reserve Your Unit NOW!

Securestore50.com
116 W. 6th St
Newton, KS 67114
(316)283-1206

Old fashioned 
donuts at their best!

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

LARGE AUCTION
Saturday, February 20

9:30 AM
421 S. ASH- OLG HALL, NEWTON, KS 67114

AUCTION SPECIALISTS, LLC
Vern Koch 316.772.6318             Mike Flavin 283.8164

www.auctionspecialists.com

ANTIQUE - COLLECTIBLE - GLASS - POTTERY
Double Curved China Cabinet; Oak China Cabinet; Ant. Tongue &
Groove Cabinets; 3 & 4 Stack Lawyer Book Cases; Spice & Spool
Cabinets; Display Case; Wood Churns; Carpenters Chest; Ant.
Fold-up High Chair/Stroller Combo; Wainscot Cabinets; Feather
Lite Sewing Machines;Victrola; Maxwell Parrish Pictures; Wall &
Mantel Clocks; Flat Top & Barrel Top Trunks; 35+ Pocket Knives;
Ammo; Coca Cola Collectibles; Wood Decoys; Red Wing Union,
Western & Other Lg Crocks; Red Wing Butter Churn; Bell Collec-
tion; Pressed & Cut Glass; Satin Glass; Majolica; Sponge & Trans-
fer Ware; Apple & Corn Ware; Fenton; Frankoma; Cookie Jars;
Lefton; Lots of unique items.

MACHINERY CONSIGNMENT 
AUCTION
TURN YOUR UNUSED MACHINERY INTO $CASH$

Consign your equipment to our 
auction on Saturday, March 5, 2016 by calling

VAN SCHMIDT, AUCTIONEER
AT 620-345-6879 OR 620-367-3800

Items must be consigned by February 20, 2016 in
order to be advertised. We will be accepting items 

up until sale day. 

Auction Site:  Goessel, KS

Wichita State University football may not be what’s best
Last week, Wichita State

University President John
Bardo posted a picture of

a football helmet to Twitter with
the caption, “So this arrived…”

Bardo has been vocal in his
stance of doing what he believes
is best for the university, which
I appreciate. Does he believe
bringing a football team to Wi-
chita is what’s best? Well, obvi-
ously. He’s said multiple times
that he and his staff will keep
options open for anything that
will improve the school. Bardo
is also a master of making
something sound much better
than it actually is.

You know how television rat-
ings for the College Football
Playoff were down 40 percent
from a year ago? Well, ESPN
executives still called it a suc-
cess, even though it wasn’t.

Bardo is a businessman, and
businessmen know how to sell
things.

Which makes his current
stance toward a Wichita State
football team puzzling.

Growing up, I didn’t really
care that Wichita State didn’t

have a football team. I knew
about the plane crash and a lit-
tle bit about the history behind
Lew Perkins pulling the plug on
the program. 

But at the end of the day, I
knew the only information I
needed to know, and that was
that nobody went to the games.
Whether we like it or not, uni-
versities run as businesses, and
when a certain part of a busi-
ness no longer makes money, it
gets cut.

Bardo is a businessman.
Surely he knows why the pro-
gram got the axe in the first
place.

His tweet received more than
2,000 retweets, and he pointed
to that as a call from the peo-
ple’s desire to bring a football
team to campus.

Two thousand people is a lit-
tle more than 10 percent of the
entire enrollment of the school.
That’s only half of a percent of
the entire population of Wi-
chita. I wouldn’t exactly call
2,000 people a clamor.

When I went to Wichita
State, I went to a ton of games.

My friends and I would get
bored in the dorms, see if the
volleyball, baseball, basketball,
or even the softball team was in
town, and we’d hop over to cam-
pus, hang out and cheer for the
Shockers. 

A huge perk for going to Wi-
chita State was that all stu-
dents got free tickets to every
sporting event on campus. Even
basketball games. If a football
team came to town, that goes
out the window. Students
would have to begin paying for
those games to help pay for the
football team that, for the first
at least 10 years, would be
awful.

Students at Kansas and
Kansas State both have to pay
for ticket packages on top of
extra athletic fees tacked on to
their tuition. I’m sure that
everyone outside of the class-
room is all for a Wichita State
football team, but the student
is the one who would pay for it.

A football team would be a
huge financial endeavor, cost-
ing the school tens of millions
of dollars without blinking an
eye. 

Think about it, Cessna Sta-
dium would need major up-
grades, an entire coaching
staff’s salaries would need to be
paid for, scholarships, equip-
ment, marketing, travel. 

The school wouldn’t just have
to generate scholarships for
football, but it would have to
find money to get women more
scholarships to keep the equal-
ity.

I promise I’m not trying to be
a stick in the mud. I just didn’t
miss football in my four-plus
years at Wichita State. 

I do think it would be fun to
see my alma mater on the grid-

iron for the first time in my life.
It would be fun to tailgate on a
Saturday morning for a few
hours before kickoff. I would oc-
casionally go to games if I could
make it. I don’t think I’d buy
season tickets, but I would be
in the stands for a game or two
each season.

I also think that most people
are like me. They wouldn’t be
fanatics, but they’d go occasion-
ally. And Bardo has to ask if
that’s enough to justify the
massive amount of money it
would take to get the thing off
the ground. I just don’t think it
does.

I just don’t think a football
team would garner enough sup-
port to keep its head above
water.

Maybe I’m wrong. I can’t de-
cide if I want to be proved
wrong or not. It’s a fairly ex-
pensive point for Wichita State
if I’m right.

Clint Harden is the sports ed-
itor at Newton Now. He can be
reached at 
clint@harveycountynow.com.

HARD COUNT

CLINT HARDEN

SWIM
From Page 11

WRESTLING
From Page 12

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Logan Treaster throws his Salina Central opponent to the mat. Treaster is the most successful wrestler for
Newton this season with just three losses on the year.

Salina Central wrestling slips by Newton High School
BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Brody Roberson controls Tristan Pittenger of Salina Central en route to a pin. Roberson spent the first few
weeks of the season out with an injury.

Want more
content? 

Check out
our 

website!

harveycountynow.com
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The verb consume means to 
eat, drink or buy something.

This week’s word:
CONSUME

Try to use the word consume
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Kids should not consume 
more than three teaspoons 

of added sugar daily.

Write a sentence in which all 
or nearly all of the words 
start with the same letter.

Example: Sarah’s six sisters 
sucked sugary sweets.

DETECTIVE
DOUGHNUTS
SWEETENED
MAXIMUM
AVERAGE
TOMATO
LABELS
SUGAR
HEART
GERMS
BLOOD
SYRUP
CELLS
SOUP
SICK
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     he average American eats       
       about 22 teaspoons of 
added sugar every day. This 
adds up to over 70 pounds 
of sugar a year!

Eating more sugar leads to 
weight gain and obesity. This 
can cause serious health 
problems such as heart 
disease and diabetes.

Eating too much sugar makes 
it harder for your white 
blood cells to 
kill germs. 
That means 
that eating 
too much 

added sugar can lead to 
getting sick more often.

A lot of the added sugar 
people consume can be 
found in sweetened drinks. 

SICK

ANSWER: So he could 
have sweet dreams.

Sugar 39g

Sodium 45mg

Cholesterol 0mg

Total Fat 0g

2%
0%
0%

Sugar 2g

Sodium 250mg

Cholesterol 0mg

Total Fat 9g

10%
0%

14%

Sugar 12g

Sodium 480mg

Cholesterol 0mg

Total Fat 0.5g

20%
0%
1%

Sugar 3g

Sodium 135mg

Cholesterol 0mg

Total Fat 16g

6%
0%

24%

Sugar 6g

*

*

*Sodium 720mg

Cholesterol 0mg

Total Fat 1g

37%
1%

25%

Sugar 22g

Sodium 105mg

Cholesterol 15mg

Total Fat 4g

4%
5%
6%

Look through 
the newspaper for 

10 words that 
describe sugar. 

Write them here:

Standards Link: Reading 
Comprehension: Follow 

written directions.

Did you know that 
some brands of 
canned tomato 
soup have 20 grams 
of sugar? That’s as 
much as two 
doughnuts!

Always read the 
Nutrition Facts 
labels before taking 
a bite or sip. 

Look at these 
examples. Which 
food has the most 
sugar per serving?

Which had more 
sugar than you 
thought?

Have a parent or friend read 
this story aloud. Each time one 
of the fruits below is mentioned, 
do that motion for 30 seconds. 
Then, trade places as you read 
the story aloud.

Mr. Citrus’ food truck was 
very popular. The truck was 
designed to look like a giant 
orange and each day he’d 
drive to business parks at 
lunch time. People would buy 
fresh watermelon slices, 
bunches of grapes, apples 
and more.

One day, Mr. Citrus parked on 
a steep hill. When he opened 
the truck’s customer window, 
fruit began rolling off the 
counter and down the hill.

Strawberry after strawberry 
rolled alongside oranges and 
apples. Luckily, Mr. Citrus 
was able to catch a large box 
of grapes before it also 
tumbled away.

The rolling fruit picked up 
incredible speed. At the 
bottom of the hill sat Officer 
Stan, enjoying a slice of 
watermelon at the park.

Suddenly, poor Stan was pelted 
with strawberries, lemons, 
apples and oranges, knocking 
him off the park bench.

As he wiped smashed apple 
bits off his uniform, he called 
his sergeant on his radio.

“You’re not going to believe 
this, Sgt. Pear, but I was just 
attacked by an escaped fruit 
salad!”

= hopping in place

= stand on one foot

= jumping jacks

= run in place

= sit ups

= somersault

= touch your toes

Standards Link: Physical Education: Use a 
variety of basic and advanced movement forms.

Did you know that there are more 
than 50 names for sugar that can 
be found on food labels? Use the 
Secret Sugar Code at right to 
reveal some of the most common.

Clip five money amounts out of the newspaper 
and glue them to a sheet of paper. Next to 
each number, write the number rounded to the 
nearest dollar. Write a sentence explaining 
why it is useful to round to the nearest dollar.
Standards Link: Math: Round money amounts.

Round It Out

PARENTS: New government guidelines 
say that no more than 10 % of our 

daily calories should come from added 
sugar. For kids that is less than about 

10 teaspoons per day.

The American Heart Association 
recommends a maximum of 3 teaspoons 

(12 grams) of added sugar per day 
for kids. 

Use Nutrition Facts labels to track the 
amount of sugar your kids are consuming. 

Note: food labels do not distinguish 
between natural and added sugar.

Kid Scoop is made possible by these sponsors: 

If you like this feature and would like it each week, consider 
subscribing to this newspaper, which provides Kid Scoop to 

requesting classrooms free of charge.
hharveycountynow.com/newtonnow

712 N. Main • Newton
316.284.0390

www.EAULILY.com

Open Sunday
afternoons in

December.

Gifts & Toys 
for all ages.

Some 
handmade, 

all well made!
Think

Valentine’s &
Easter!



 N EWTO N ’ S    ONLY  N EWTO N ’ S    ONLY  N EWTO N ’ S    ONLY 
 LOCALLY   OWNED   DEALERSHIP ! LOCALLY   OWNED   DEALERSHIP ! LOCALLY   OWNED   DEALERSHIP !

 Sale Price Sale Price
 $ 18,999 $ 18,999

 2016 C HRYSLER  200
 L IMITED  S EDAN

 NEW NEW
562521# 

 2016 D ODGE  D ART
 SXT S EDAN

686426# 

 Sale Price Sale Price
 $ 18,900 $ 18,900 NEW NEW

019171# 

 Sale Price Sale Price
 $ 20,900 $ 20,900

 2016 D ODGE  G RAND  
 C ARAVAN   AVP V AN

 NEW NEW

        

     

 Sale Price Sale Price
 $ 18,889 $ 18,889

 2016 D ODGE  
 J OURNEY  SE SUV

 NEW NEW
744401# 

 2016 J EEP  C OMPASS  
 S PORT  FWD SUV

974575# 

 Sale Price Sale Price
 $ 18,486 $ 18,486 NEW NEW

009436# 

 Sale Price Sale Price
 $ 17,721 $ 17,721

 2016 J EEP  P ATRIOT  
 S PORT  SUV

 NEW NEW

75462c# 

 Sale Price Sale Price
 $ 21,900 $ 21,900

 2015 J EEP  R ENEGADE  
 LATITUDE  SUV

 NEW NEW

 * A LL  S ALE  P RICES  A FTER  R EBATE  *

 S EE OUR GREAT S ELECTION OF PRE-OWNED VEHICLES ! 

 1515 E AST  B ROADWAY   N EWTON 1515 E AST  B ROADWAY  EWTON

 KRANZFAMILY.COM KRANZFAMILY.COM

 888-290-4373  316-283-2480 

 SERVICE DEPARTMENT  SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
 NOW OPEN  NOW OPEN 

 SATURDAYS 8AM-5PM SATURDAYS 8AM-5PM

                   

  S EE  OUR  GREAT  S ELECTION  OF  PRE-OWNED  VEHICLES !S EE OUR GREAT S ELECTION OF PRE-OWNED VEHICLES ! 


