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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Students get out of school Monday afternoon at Walton Rural Life School.

Bond question examined

District Superintendent Deb
Hamm was in the process of giv-
ing a tour of Newton High School
when she passed Lacie Fair's life
science classroom. 

Hamm poked her head inside as

the teacher navigated the maze of
students scrunched at desks or
bent over the lab stations to chat. 

It didn't take much prompting
before Fair launched into a laun-
dry list of issues wrong the sci-
ence room. For one, the electrical
outlets spark, so they get sketchy
to use. Breakers will trip with
three microscopes plugged in. 

The sinks leak or spray, causing
problems. The room no longer has
gas access to quickly heat up
water, as the district had to shut
it off for safety. 

“It would be nice to have hot
water baths or stir plates,” she
said. 

And then there's the issue of
room. 

She has had classes of 32 or
more students in the room, and
she's looking for whatever place
she can put them. 

“We can't all fit at lab stations,”
she said. 

She added she can keep an eye
on the multitude better if some

� Hamm makes the case for
high school remodel, bond issue

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See BOND / 8

At least some parents and
grandparents of Walton Rural
Life Center students are upset the
school might close as part of an
upcoming bond election, where a
new elementary school might be
built in Newton and the Walton
school possibly closed.

Walton Rural Life Center is an
agriculture-based charter elemen-
tary school where kids raise ani-
mals, collect eggs from chickens
and grow vegetables. Parents say
the children enjoy attending
school there. Outside of some
classrooms, boots are lined up
waiting for students to use them
when doing chores (at least in the
past they were), and kids don’t
have fundraisers like other
schools do—they sell what they
make or, as in the case of eggs,
collect. In addition, the school has
received national attention.

“That’s where I was really con-
cerned, because my grandson re-
ally likes Walton,” Lyndi
Stineman-Salas of Newton said.
“He has the chance of being a

USD Superintendent Deborah Hamm will meet
with the public from 7 to 9 a.m. Wednesday at Dru-
ber’s Donut Shop, 116 W. Sixth in Newton, to visit
about USD 373's comprehensive plan and vision for
the next decade. 

Free coffee will be available.

Give your input to the superintendent

Hamm

This sign is in the Walton library/city offices building. 

Patrons show concern about possible Walton school closing
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See WALTON / 8

Newly elected President Donald Trump has been
signing a flurry of executive orders recently, and
one order could remove federal funding for Harvey
County.

Trump signed an executive order this week, di-
recting the federal government to block non-law-
enforcement-related federal funding from
“sanctuary” jurisdictions, or communities with law
enforcement policies that make immigration en-
forcement difficult.

Harvey County has been defined as one of these
jurisdictions by a policy group, though no one with
the sheriff ’s office has any idea why.

“At some point, someone slandered our county,
and we’ve had that label ever since,” Captain of
the Harvey County Detention Center K.C. Kersen-
brock said. “We just can’t get the label off.”

Part of the reason for the confusion stems from
the fact that while lawmakers have tried to use
the term in legislation, there’s no technical legal
definition for what a “sanctuary” community or ju-
risdiction is.

The term comes from a non-governmental think
tank called the Center for Immigration Studies,
which touts itself as “low-immigration, pro-immi-
grant.”

It drafted up a list that it updates of communi-
ties, which include cities, counties and states that

County’s federal
funding could be 
at risk thanks to 
executive order

www.harveycountynow.com   -   Newton, KS

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See FUNDING / 8
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Leonard and Delores Goering of Newton have been married for 61 years, having
met at a Bethel College basketball game decades ago. 

On Delores and Leonard Goer-
ing's first date, they went to a New
Year's Eve celebration with
Leonard's large family.

“So, he has 15 brothers and sis-
ters, and there were a whole bunch
of them there,” 81-year-old Delores
said. “He was worried I'd be over-
whelmed with so many people
there. As it turned out, we played
Canasta.”

Meeting much of the family didn't

scare her off, though, as the cou-
ple's been married for 61 years as of
Sept. 2.

The current Presbyterian Manor
residents met during a sporting
event.

“We met at a Bethel College and
McPherson College basketball game
toward the end of December,” De-
lores said.

Delores was sitting by Leonard's
brother and his girlfriend, and
Leonard came over to visit. How-
ever, the only place for him to sit
was next to Delores.

Love at first sight: Goerings meet at
basketball game, married 61 years

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See LOVE / 8

Think your cable bill is high? Harvey County
probably has you beat. 

Harvey County paid a bill recently for $1,169 for
about 50 days of cable to Cox Communications. 

A good chunk of that bill comes from paying for
cable hook ups in the county jail.

The issue came up as county commissioners
went through a list of monthly expenditures dur-
ing their regular Monday meeting.  

Assistant County Administrator Anthony
Swartzendruber said the fee represented an in-
crease in costs from Cox. 

Randy Hague thought the bill was high. 
“Do we really need to provide cable TV to in-

mates?” he asked. 
“It's the best babysitter they've got,” Commis-

sioner Chip Westfall responded. 
County administration told the commission that

if they took away cable, there would be a room full
of detention officers pleading their case. 

The cost for service for a year would be $7,832,
though the City of Newton would reimburse the
county for a small amount of the cost. 

County in decent
shape financially but
has high cable bill

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See CABLE / 8

Mid-season tournaments
wrap up for Railers - Page 11

Progress 2017
section inside
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Cooks, Corks & Kegs to raise money for local Big Brothers Big Sisters

There are about 50 kids
on the Big Brothers Big
Sisters serving Harvey
County waiting list—kids
who could use the one-on-
one attention of an adult,
someone who can be their
mentor.

“Nearly 50 boys and
girls, ages 5 through 17,
facing adversity are wait-
ing for a Big Brother or
Big Sister one-to-one men-
tor,” said Paula Smith, de-
velopment associate.

Money raised from the
Cooks, Corks & Kegs Road
Trip event from 6:30 to 9
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 4, at
the Meridian Center will
go toward this organiza-
tion, and part of that
money raised helps recruit
big brothers or sisters,
Smith said.

“We hope to maybe re-
cruit some interested peo-

ple at this event who
would consider giving an
hour a week,” Smith said.

The Saturday night
event will feature food
from 10 area restaurants,
which will be paired with
a wine and beer. Restau-
rants taking part are The
Barn in Burrton with
apple and cherry pie; El
Cerrito in Hesston with
chicken or beef
chimichangas and
taquitos; Genova in New-
ton with pasta Cecilia;
Meridian Center in New-
ton with mini chicken pot
pies; Prairie Harvest in
Newton with verenika
casserole; Quincy's Bar &
Grill in Moundridge with
prime rib sandwiches; Tin
Pin Sports Bar & Grill in
Newton with spicy
sriracha chicken; Twisted
Joe's in Halstead with The
Original Sioux City Sloppy
Joe and The Dragon;
Water's Edge in Hesston
with Iles Flottantes; and
701 Café in Newton with

pulled pork sliders with
sweet spicy mama slaw.

Beers paired with those
include Cave Creek Chile
Beer, Pilsner Urquell,
Boulevard Tank 7 Farm-
house Ale, Anchor Steam
and Bass Pale Ale. Wines
include Hahn Merlot,
Whiskers Port and Mark
West Pinot Noir.

Tickets for the event are
$60 or $400 for a table of
eight. Tickets can be or-
dered online at kansas-
bigs.org/cookscorkskegs or
by calling the local Big
Brothers office at 316-283-
0070. They also accept
walk-ins, Smith said.

Smith said, this year,
the organization will not

have a Brewmasters
event, since this event
combines Brewmasters
and Cooks & Corks.

“Part of this, too, is
we've done silent auctions
in the past,” Smith said.
“We're not doing that this
year. This year, we're
doing this live auction.”

The auction, which
starts at 8:45 p.m., has a
variety of items, including
a guided fishing trip for
two from Blue Catters Pro
Guide Service, six-course
meal for eight furnished
by Donna and Mel McAn-
ulty, and a weekend stay
at Mt. Wray Retreat in
Colorado by Rick and Teri
Wray.

In addition, there will be
a beer and wine raffle with
tickets at $10 each or
three for $25. Winners will
be announced at 8:30 p.m.
There will be three levels
of beers and wines that
will be raffled, Smith said.

“The big thing this year
is the MC is Denise Neil,

who is the food columnist
for The Wichita Eagle,”
Smith said. “She's going to
focus her comments on the
restaurants and their
menus.”

In addition to this
event, funding for the
local Big Brothers organi-
zation comes from United
Way, grants from the Cen-
tral Kansas Community
Foundation, Kiwanis
group, Lions Club and 4
Kids Sake, formerly
known as Bowl for Kids
Sake.

Smith is expecting a
nice crowd.

“We're expecting about
175 people,” she said.

All of those people at-
tending will help kids get
a “Big,” which benefits
youth. Smith said re-
search has shown youth
with a “Big” are 33 per-
cent less likely to use vio-
lence to resolve conflict,
52 percent less likely to
skip school and 27 percent
less likely to use alcohol.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Folks enjoy themselves during last year's Cooks & Corks event.

This crisp makes quite a ‘pear’

When I was in grade
school, I loved get-
ting canned pears

on my tray for lunch in the
cafeteria. 

They have a unique tex-
ture that I like, and I’ve al-
ways enjoyed the
understated flavor of
them. 

That said, I often forget
just how much I like pears.
When I bake pies or other
fruity desserts, I tend to
lean toward apples or
peaches, so when a friend
was gifted a few dozen
pears he didn’t know what
to do with, I was excited to
help use them up.

I decided to try a recipe
from the blog “A Touch of
Grace” for a simple pear
crisp. You can find the
original at http://addinga-
touchofgrace.com/2015/11/
perfect-pear-crisp/. I dou-
bled the cinnamon in
mine. Also, the original
post says you should use
firm pears. I used ones

that were super soft, and it
still turned out great, so
whatever you find at the
local grocery store should
work fine with this recipe.
I would guess that some
thawed out frozen pears
would be just fine as well
(I’m not sure about the
canned ones, considering
the extra corn syrup in-
volved.).

Perfect Pear Crisp
Filling Ingredients
4 large whole pears,

peeled and diced (I used
Anjou pears.)

2/3 cup sugar
1/4 teaspoon salt

Topping Ingredients
1-1/2 cups flour
1/3 cup brown sugar
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 cup finely chopped

pecans
1/2 cup melted butter

Directions
Preheat the oven to 350

degrees.
Combine the filling in-

gredients in a bowl and set
aside. 

Mix topping ingredients
in another bowl and stir
until the butter is well-in-
corporated and the ingre-
dients are all moistened.

Pour the pears into a
greased 8-by-8-inch pan
and spread them out
evenly. Now evenly distrib-
ute the topping over the
pears. 

Bake for about 30 min-
utes or until the topping is
golden brown.

This was great warm,
and I was extremely disap-
pointed I didn’t think to
get some vanilla ice cream
to go with it. It also held
up nicely in the fridge,
which was a plus.

I didn’t make much of a
dent in the box of pears
our friend had, but I felt
like I did my part. 

I ate one by itself, too,

just for nostalgia’s sake. It
was delicious, although I
can’t help but wonder if it
would have been even bet-

ter on a melmac, pastel-
colored lunch tray. 

Lindsey Young is the co-

owner of Newton Now and
managing editor of Newton

Now’s sister paper The
Clarion in Andale.

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Pear crisp is a simple dessert with classic flavors that even a novice baker can create with ease.



Informed Women of
Harvey County will meet
on Thursday, Feb. 2, at 7
p.m. at St. Matthew's

Episcopal Church located
at 2001 Windsor Drive,
across from Northridge el-
ementary school. Local

women will share their
experience participating
in different locations with

the Women's March on
Jan. 21.

—Newton Now

Kauffman Museum em-
ployee Dave Kreider was
at the rope splicing sta-
tion on Saturday, putting
together pieces of rope
just like his grandfather
used to.

Kreider said his
grandpa ran a seed corn
business in Illinois, and at
night, he’d fix people’s
ropes.

“So, I’m continuing in
his tradition,” Kreider
said during a very nice af-
ternoon during the
Kansas Day celebration at
the North Newton/Bethel
College museum.

Kreider said nowadays
when rope breaks, people
just go buy new nylon
rope, at least that’s what
tends to be the case. Used
to be, he said, people
could fix things. He said
splicing involves finishing
rope off so it doesn't un-
ravel or putting two
pieces together.

Kreider enjoys doing
demonstrations.

“I feel today’s just a fun
day,” he said. “On days we
demonstrate, it feels more
like play than work.”

Kreider wasn’t the only
one feeling like he was
playing. Many children
took advantage of the an-
nual celebration to take
part in old-fashioned
games, like cow chip
[plastic chips were used]
tic tac toe, roping a pre-
tend steer, rolling wooden
circles, walking on stilts
and sauntering on coffee
cans tied with rope.

One such young man,
Jude Oswald, was walk-
ing on a couple of cans
tied with rope, and he
said he learned a few
things on Saturday.

“Right now, I’m learning
this,” Oswald said while
he walked on the cans and
then fell off of them.

One attendee, Amber
Antoine of Newton, has
been coming to the event
for years.

“I’ve come since my kids
were young, and it’s very
enjoyable,” she said. “We
always have a great time
out here. You get to step
back in time—appreciate
what you have.

John Brotzman brought
his dog, Chewie, to the

event, and John did some
cow pie tic tac toe while
Chewie looked around.

“This is one of those
things that only happens
once a year, so we
skipped the dog park to
come out here,” Brotz-
man said.

Another couple with
their three children was
attending for the first
time.

“This is our first year,
actually,” Noah Stephen-

son said. “We have good
friends in Newton, so we
come out and visit them.”

Other activities on Sat-
urday included free pop-
corn, wagon rides by
Country Boys Carriage,
programs, music and
demonstrations. The
theme for the Celebrate
Kansas Day! event
marked the 150th an-
niversary of the
Chisholm Trail. Long-
horn cattle, cowboys and

horses were a recurring
theme of the day.

On Saturday, hundreds
attended, and the park-
ing lot in front of the mu-
seum was packed,
parking flowed onto the
side streets.
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Now Open in Newton
Health-E-Quip partners with your health care team to provide the 
personalized support you need to feel your best.

> Expert clinical staff
> Oxygen setup and supplies
> Certified Mastectomy Fitters

> Certified Therapeutic Hosiery Fitters
> CPAPs and Supplies
> Insurance and Billing Specialists

Monday – Friday 9am to 6pm, and Saturday 9am to 1pm 
Health-E-Quip.com  |  Phone: 844.477.0888 or Fax: 316.333.1998  |  120 E. 12th St., Newton, KS 67114
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Meeting all your
banking needs

Meeting all your
banking needs

Member FDIC
NMLS: 791580

Financial Services including:
Personal • Business
Agriculture • Loans

Stop by one our locations today.

Newton North
1225 N. Main
(316)283-3035

Newton Wal-Mart
1701 S. Kansas Ave

(316)283-7350

Newton  South
2315 S. Kansas Ave

(316)283-7478

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

Kauffman Museum event marks Chisholm Trail’s 150th anniversary

Kansas
Day fun

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Jude Oswald takes part in some old-fashioned games. 
RIGHT: Isaac Rusche pulls on a rope in order to bring down a “steer.”

ABOVE: Folks load up on a wagon to take a ride on Saturday. 
RIGHT: Dave Kreider with Kauffman Museum in North Newton talks
about splicing rope.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Informed Women of Harvey County slated for Thursday, Feb. 2

Subscribe to Newton Now
by calling 316-281-7899!



Monthly bird walk
scheduled for Feb. 4

NORTH NEWTON—
The monthly Kauffman
Museum bird walk will
be on Saturday, Feb. 4.

Participants should
meet at 8 a.m. in the mu-
seum parking lot on the
Bethel College campus at
the corner of Main and
27th Streets in North
Newton.

Birders need to be able
to navigate a mile to a
mile-and-a-half of mostly
wood-chip trail and un-
paved road. Terrain is
sometimes steep.

Experienced birders
Gregg Friesen and Rod
Wedel will lead this
month’s walk through
Chisholm Park and on
Sand Creek Trail. It will
take 1 to 1.5 hours and
cover about 1.5 miles.

The bird walks happen
the first Saturday morn-
ing of most months, and
everyone is welcome. 

For help locating
Kauffman Museum, visit
www.bethelks.edu/why-
bethel/location/campus-
map/or the Kauffman
Museum Facebook page.

Life Enrichment
schedules sessions

Life Enrichment meets
each Wednesday from
9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m at
Krehbiel Auditorium at
Bethel College. 

The events are aimed
at adults older than 60,
and cost $2 to attend or
$20 for a semester. 

Here's a list of the
speeches they have com-

ing up:

Feb. 8
• 9:30 a.m., “How Can

We Keep from Singing?”
Chelsea Vaught, director
of music, First Presbyte-
rian Church, Ft. Wayne,
Ind.

• 10:35 a.m., “Full
Court Press: Thoughts on
32 Years as a Judge,” the
Hon. Richard Walker (re-
tired), Newton

• 11:30 a.m.,“Disaster
Management Studies: A
Unique Partnership be-
tween Hesston College
and Mennonite Disaster
Service,” Cleo Koop, di-
rector of HC Disaster
Management Studies,
Newton

Feb. 15
• 9:30 a.m., “The Cost

of Poverty,” Richard
Reimer, retired professor
of economics at The Col-
lege of Wooster (Ohio),
North Newton

• 10:35 a.m.,“The
Legacy of Walter Jost,”
Renae Schmidt Peters,
director of Newton
Chorale, Hesston

• 11:30 a.m., “Diversity
a Key to Success,” Doug
Scheible, general man-
ager, Full Vision, Newton

City to clear Slate Creek
at Old Main bridge

Old Main will be
closed Thursday at the
Slate Creek bridge while
city crews remove debris
from the creek.

Beginning at 8 a.m., a
long-reach excavator will
be used to clear both up-
stream and downstream
of the bridge. The project

is expected to take about
eight hours.

Old Main will be closed
for about three hours,
and a detour will be in
place. The street will be
open by the time school is
out.

Soup4Bowls food drive
through Feb. 4

Faith & Life is hosting
its 4th Annual
Soup4Bowls Food
Drive through Saturday,
Feb. 4.  

This year's drive will
benefit the New Hope
Shelter in Newton. Cus-
tomers are asked to bring
food donations of cereal
boxes or soup cans to the
store between through
Saturday. Everyone who
brings a donation will be
entered to win a $50 gift
card. If they collect 100
items or more, they will
give away two $50 gift
cards. Anyone who brings
more than five items in
will receive a coupon
worth 20 percent off an
entire purchase of regu-
lar-priced merchandise.

Stop by the store or
call 316-283-2210 with
questions.

Newton Medical Center
awarded laboratory

accreditation
Newton Medical Center

announced today it has
earned the Joint Com-
mission’s Gold Seal of Ap-
proval for Laboratory
Services Accreditation by
demonstrating continu-
ous compliance with its
performance standards.

Newton Medical Center
underwent a onsite sur-
vey in October of 2016.

During the review, a
Joint Commission expert
surveyor evaluated com-
pliance with laboratory
standards related to sev-
eral areas, including doc-
ument and process
control, healthcare-asso-
ciated conditions, risk re-
duction, and staff
qualifications and compe-
tency. The surveyor also
conducted onsite observa-
tions and interviews.

—For Newton Now

It's basic customer
service. If someone plans
to pay you for goods, you
don't just pull a knife on
them.

The Newton Police De-
partment arrested one
man, Etric Jones on
charges of aggravated

robbery for what they be-
lieve after an investiga-
tion was a drug deal gone
wrong.

“They were acquain-
tances that had a dis-
agreement over a
transaction,” Newton Po-
lice Lt. Doug Powell said.
“We believe it involved
drugs, cocaine and mari-

juana.”
Basi-

cally police
believe the
victim in-
tended to
pay for
drugs, but
Jones
pulled a
knife and robbed him.

Powell said taking
money intended to be
used to buy drugs by force
still qualifies as a rob-
bery.

Jones was arrested on
robbery charges as well
as for possession of co-
caine, possession of mari-
juana, possession of
paraphernalia and crimi-

nal damage.
Another man, Alan

Dansby, was arrested on
the same day and time at

the address for felony ob-
struction as well as inter-
ference with a law
enforcement officer.
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HOME LOANS
WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH

MIDLAND
NATIONAL BANK

We’re here for you! Stop by one of our 

convenient locations, or visit us online at 

www.midland.bank today! 316.283.1700    BANKTIONALNAAT
ANDMIDL

 

WITH A PERSONAL T
HOME L

ba.dndlaim.www

t lneinevnoc

ree hr’eW

 

OUCHWITH A PERSONAL T
ANSOHOME L

070.1382.613!yado tknba

t e anilns ot uisir v, osnoitacot l

r uf oe ony op bot! Suor yoe fr

Rental Cars
283-0789

130 E. 4th • 283-9100
“the nicest storage units in Newton”

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114

If you can
DREAM IT,
We can 
BUILD IT! 1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114BUILD IT!
We can 

DREAM IT,
If you can

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114

‘JUST SPREAD THE LOVE, FOLKS’

Neufeld touches many lives in his short 40 years

On Jan. 17 of this year,
Russ Neufeld thanked his
friends on Facebook for
all the messages regard-
ing his 40th birthday,
which was Jan. 16.

“Thank you all so much
for the generous and over-
whelming well wishes and
remembrances for my/our
birthday,” he wrote. “It
was a wonderful day with
family and friends
(thanks Kendra.) I can't
respond to you all individ-
ually, but I read every
one, and feel very hum-
bled. You are an amazing
community and have
shown just how much we
unknowingly impact each
other's lives in small and
big ways.”

Neufeld died five days
later, on Saturday, Jan.
21, having battled lym-
phoma for 18 months. His
services were on Friday,
Jan. 27, at Hesston Men-
nonite Church.

Neufeld worked at Hes-
ston College and was de-
scribed by a friend and
former co-worker, Hanna
Eastin, and his only sis-
ter, Rachel Neufeld, as
having a variety of won-
derful traits, a few of

which were how accepting
he was of others, how he
didn't judge and how he
lived freely.

“He lived with an open
heart, door and hands,”
Rachel said. “He would
share any part of him or
what he had. He loved
deeply and without judg-
ment. He was generous to
the core—of time, energy,
money, things and love.
For his 40th birthday on
Jan. 16 this year, his wish
was that we spread the
love—help at the home-
less shelter, random act of
kindness or mend a bro-
ken relationship. He said,
'Just spread the love,
folks. It is the only thing
in this world that en-
dures.'”

Eastin, who met Russ
and his wife, Kendra,
through mutual friends
and Shalom Mennonite
Church activities, de-
scribed how nonjudgmen-
tal Russ was.

“Russ was and will re-
main one of the most au-
thentic people I’ve ever
known,” she said. “Some-
times it’s easy to be afraid
to share yourself, but he
did freely and with humil-
ity. There was never any
judgment in conversation
with him, and that free-
dom allowed those around
him to open up and be

real right
alongside
him.”

Eastin
said she
met Russ
at a diffi-
cult time
in her own
life, and
this authenticity helped
her grow into who she is
today. She will miss his
adventurous spirit, humil-
ity, clarity and enthusi-
asm. 

“Russ was a sponge for
knowledge of any kind,
factual or experiential,
and shared his ideas and
observations enthusiasti-
cally with anyone,” she
said. “His enthusiasm
was magnetic and inspir-
ing to be around.”

In addition to loving his
family, which included his
wife and two children,
Ethan and Natalie, and
friends, Neufeld had a va-
riety of other passions.

“He was passionate
about a lot of things,”
Rachel said. “And he
would try anything once.
He loved motorcycles, sky-
diving, running distance
races, music (guitars),
problem solving, tech.”

Neufeld took his pas-
sion for music into per-
forming, as he was in five
bands from college until

the present. His most re-
cent band was the Ne'er
Do Wells. In addition to
playing guitar, he played
bass, viola and saxo-
phone. He loved rock
music, Neufeld said,
adding he also loved folk
and bluegrass, attending
the annual Winfield event
every year he could. He
also loved Celtic music,
classical, Irish, Scottish
and vocal groups.

Rachel said some of her
favorite stories about her
brother involved a motor-
cycle trip to the Baja,
where she said she was in
over her head with him
and two other men who
were way better and more
comfortable off road that
she was. She crashed a
lot. The first crash of
many, she said, was her
landing face first in the
sand about 6 feet from her
cycle, flying head over
handlebars after her front
tire hit a washout. Her
brother ran up to her to
see if she was alright. 

“My first response was
'don't touch me,'” Rachel
said. “So naturally he de-
cided the next best thing
to do was grab some pho-
tos of the wreckage. And
send them to our mom.”

From that point, he
never allowed Rachel to
trail in the back and be-

came her “Bounty,” the
“the swifter, quicker,
picker upper,” she said.
He'd pick up her bike for
her after “I crashed and
crashed and crashed,” she
said.

“And on the last day,
after falling over for the
millionth time and failing
to rustle up some last bit
of courage in me by slap-
ping me up the back of
the helmet, he softened
and said, 'I know you
don't feel like it right now,
but I'm sure glad you
came along,'” Rachel said.

Passion definitely is a
word another friend of
Neufeld's, Brad Guhr,
used in describing him.

“Russ was simply pas-
sionate about everything
he did,” Guhr said. “He
had such diverse interests
and always seemed to be
trying new things. He
greeted every challenge
with a positive attitude
and gusto that drew peo-
ple to him.”

Guhr met Neufeld in
2003 through a house
rental, and then in recent
years, they were col-
leagues at Hesston Col-
lege. They also connected
through common inter-
ests, such as recreation,
games, music, food and
drink, as well as through
Shalom Mennonite

Church in Newton. 
One story Guhr recalled

involved the Flatrock 25K
trail run at Elk City
Reservoir in southeast
Kansas.

“Tackling this rocky,
wooded, challenging ter-
rain for most of us re-
quired months of training
and preparation, but not
Russ,” Guhr said. “He’d
start training a couple of
weeks ahead of time and
pull from his depths a
Herculean effort to some-
how finish. This uncon-
ventional approach
became a tradition for
him and a joke among
friends. But it was also
just Russ and his confi-
dent attitude to succeed.”

Guhr said what he'll
miss about Neufeld was
that he never let a chal-
lenge defeat him, and he
always seemed to be able
to fix problems.

“His combination of in-
tellect, work ethic and
can-do spirit helped him
succeed with seeming
ease at whatever he set
his mind to,” Guhr said.
“And he did so with a dis-
arming and unpretentious
style that was magnetic to
people in so many circles
of interest. Russ lived life
in a big way, and he will
be dearly missed by
many.” 

Neufeld

Jones

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Man pulls a knife and is arrested in alleged drug transaction 
NEWTON NOW STAFF

NEWS BRIEFS



The next few months
should see a slew of large
cases moving through the
county court system.

Earlier this week repre-
sentatives of Jim and
Paige Nachtigal were un-
able to reach a plea deal
with county prosecution.

County Attorney David

Yoder said the case will
now go to trial, though he
didn't have a date. There
will be a pre-trial hearing
again on March 28 at 1:30
p.m. 

Jereme Nelson and
Myrta Rangel are charged
with the first degree mur-

ders of Richard Prouty,
52, Travis Street, 33, and
Angela Graeves, 37.

Their next hearing is
scheduled for Feb. 6 at
1:30 p.m., though Yoder
said as he has yet to be in
contact with their legal
representation it was

likely that date would be
postponed.

He said on Friday he
filed a notice of intent to
seek the death penalty for
Jereme Nelson.

Former Halstead Police
Chief Steven Lewis, who
stands accused of stealing

ammunition and misusing
public funds, will appear
Feb. 21 at 4:15 p.m.

Former Halstead City
Administrator J.R. Hat-
field, who stands accused
of perjury, will have a
hearing on Feb. 17 at 9
a.m.

Finally, former airport
employee Kevin Tim-
mermyer, who stands ac-
cused of taking hay
payments meant for the
city and putting them in a
private bank account, will
have a court date April 5
at 10 a.m.

Shortly after the school
district completed a
lengthy strategic planning
process, Superintendent
Deb Hamm addressed the
Newton Chamber at its
monthly breakfast about
the facility needs for the
district. 

After she laid out the
district's needs, she
fielded questions, one
being about if the district
was wanting to float a
bond issue in the future. 

Hamm's answer was
that a bond issue could be
a possibility.

Three days later, the
Newton School Board held
detailed documents about
possible building times,
voting dates, and bond op-
tions with costs, from $38
million to $71 million. The
information was provided
by DLR Group, which the
district previously hired to
help with its strategic

planning process. 
By the end of the meet-

ing, the school board laid
out plans to possibly select
a bond option and voting
date at its 7 p.m. Monday,
Feb. 13, meeting. 

Hamm later addressed
concerns of people worried
the district was moving
too fast, saying that New-
ton School District has
been holding meetings
and discussing facility im-
provements since 2014. 

She said the district
publicized the meetings
and sent out texts and e-
mails to get parents to the
meetings and to get them
involved in the strategic
planning process. 

“We had, I would say, a
relatively small number,”
she said. 

She said, with the
strategic process, the dis-
trict wanted patron feed-
back as well as to use data
to identify needs in the fu-
ture and address them. 

“The goal wasn't to get
to a bond; the goal was to
see what the people think

we need to have and what
the data shows we need to
have,” she said. “This is
where we are. We need to
do something about this
facility.”

After the planning
process, Hamm said the
information indicated
needs like an additional
school facility, as some

like South Breeze,
Chisholm and Santa Fe
are at capacity. Feedback
indicated a wish for a re-
modeled high school as
well. Walton Rural Life
Center, which Hamm said
has a majority of students
living in the Newton
School District, also has a
waiting list to get in. 

And so the DLR Group,
which helped the strategic
planning process, then
put on its architecture
firm hat to start helping
the district come up with
building plans. According
to Hamm, the DLR Group
will also serve to advise
the district on the bond
issue.

Hamm said the bond
issue would address facil-
ity needs, expansion
needs, add additional se-
curity at school buildings
as well as a possible tor-
nado shelter, and address
an aging Walton building.
That would likely mean
either repairing it and ex-
panding or closing it down
and transitioning the pro-
gram to another part of
the district. 

“At this time, we're still
gathering information,”
she said. “It requires a lot
of input from parents to
know what you want to
do,” she said of the dis-
trict's bond planning
process. 

Hamm said she will rec-

ommend the school set a
date to vote on the bond
issue in May. That date
would give the district
three full months with
school in session to inform
patrons about the vote. 

Other suggested dates
would be in September,
November, January of
2018 or March 2018.
Under state statute, bond
issue votes cannot be held
within 60 days of a gen-
eral election, though they
can be held at the same
time as a general election. 

Hamm said the faster
the vote came, the
quicker the district could
begin on work if it
passed. 

She also said dates like
November or January
could mix up the mes-
sage, as the school board
election will fall in that
time period. 

“With the general elec-
tion and a school board
election, there could be
confusion and politicizing
of the elections on the
bond issue,” Hamm said.
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All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

4:00pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church

2600 College Avenue
North Newton

9:30am  Worship 10:30am
Fellowship 10:50am 

Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple Church
of God in Christ

226 E. 11th
10:00am Sunday School

11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:00am Sunday School

9:45 am Fellowship
10:30am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship

10:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel A.M.E.
Church

711 E. 11th Street
9:45am Sunday School

1:30pm Worship

Hillcrest Community
Church - A

Foursquare Church
431 W. 12th

9:30am Cafe Connect
10:30am Worship

Iglesia Del Nazareno
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible
Church

900 Old Main
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship”

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass
10:30am Sunday Mass

6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship
11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
326 E 2nd, Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston

Agency
614 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiro
1525 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-8544
www.jaspersonchiroprac-

ticnewton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
http://thecreationstation.

vpweb.com

701 Cafe
701 N. Main St, Newton

(316) 804-4573
www.701cafe.comSpecial thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

If you would like to become a sponsor of the Newton
Area Church Directory, please contact Shannin Rettig at

shannin@harveycountynow or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

The family of 
James D. Decker would
like to thank you for the

memorial donations, cards
and food, many tender

mercies and kindness and
concern you have given us
over the last 6 years since
his diagnosis of cancer. 

Carmelita, Teresa, 
Ronald, Tracy

Hamm speaks to concerns about bond vote moving quickly
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton Superintendent Deborah Hamm, left, and USD 373 Board of Ed-
ucation President Dick Koontz take part in a board of education meet-
ing.

High profile cases in Harvey County have court dates coming up
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Vaught organ
recital Feb. 4

NORTH NEWTON—
Bethel College graduate
Chelsea Vaught, Fort
Wayne, Ind., will give an
organ recital Sunday, Feb.
12, in Bethel’s Administra-
tion Building chapel.

The performance is at 4
p.m. and is free and open to
the public.

Andrew Thiesen, New-
ton, a senior music and edu-
cation major at Bethel, will
be featured on trombone on
one of the pieces. He stud-
ied piano with Vaught when
she was a student at
Bethel.

Though Thiesen does not
play organ himself, he has
an interesting connection to
Bethel’s Dobson pipe organ;
his uncle, Jon Thieszen,
works for Lynn Dobson
Organ Builders of Lake
City, Iowa, which installed
the organ in the chapel in
the mid-1980s.

The first half of Vaught’s
program will be music from
the 16th, 17th and 18th
centuries, before making a
switch to contemporary
composers.

On Vaught’s Feb. 12 pro-
gram are “Fantasia and
Fugue in G minor, BWV
542” by Johann Sebastian
Bach (1685-1750); “Vater
Unser im Himmelreich”
and “Wer nur den lieben
Gott lässt walten” by Georg
Böhm (1661-1733); “Fanta-
sia Ut, Re, Mi, Fa, Sol, La”
by Jan Pieterszoon Sweel-
inck (1562-1621); “Medita-
tion on ‘Adoro te Devote’” by
Charles Callahan (b. 1951);
“Elegy” by James Biery (b.
1956); and Fiesta! (three
movements: “Conversa-
tions,” “Stride Dance” and
“Finale”) by Iain Farrington
(b. 1977).

Vaught is the director of
music and organist at First
Presbyterian Church, Fort
Wayne, where she plays
organ for weekly worship
services, conducts the adult
choir and handbell choir
and administrates the
music series, along with
several other duties.

FOR NEWTON NOW
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There's nothing I like more as
a journalist than long-term
story lines. 

They're bread and butter to me,
good for weekly stories and gener-
ating interest in the paper. 

Think of it like a movie versus a
six-season TV show. Most people
get way more attached to charac-
ters they've watched for six years
than ones who showed up once on
the silver screen.

So it is with such story lines. We
have recurring characters, prob-
lems to be solved and plot twists.

The reader usually has time to
understand the issue, form an
opinion and follow it. 

They are also perfect for the
slow times of year like January
and February. 

This year’s has not been a dis-
appointment. There's been a pile
of such threads, and I decided this
week to take the time and provide
a bit of insight into what we've
been following. 

As some of you regular readers
know, we've spent a lot of time
and space on the ABI Chemicals
issue. This hasn't been because I
had to fill space but because I
thought it important. 

One hears rumors in their trav-
els and while one can't publish
said rumors, they can direct you
where to look. So as I needed a
story in late December, I decided
to stop by the plant at the airport
to try and scare up a feature and
have a bit of a look around. I was
also curious if the place was as
empty as I heard. 

After doing an initial chat with
the man charged in overseeing the
relatively empty facility, I kept
trying to get an interview about
the place and kept getting turned
down. Eventually, I got curious to
what exactly the company prom-
ised to bring job wise to Newton
and how exactly the financial situ-
ation worked with the company as
it was a bit slow. 

Doing that research turned up
that the city was on the hook to fi-
nance the entire facility, which
was built to spec. Through inter-
views, it also turned up that, at
one time or another, the company
got behind on payments. 

We were putting out stories on
it at a fairly regular pace. It would
be a big deal if the company de-
faulted on its lease, leaving the
city with no income to pay off the
$6.8 million facility. 

The city manager promised
some more information on the fi-
nancial situation of the company
for about three weeks but hasn't

made a release yet. I know I'm
getting questions about it. I'm
sure city hall is getting questions
about it, too. I'd really like to
know if ABI is going to default on
the building or if it's found a way
to make some more payments to
the facility. With so many tax dol-
lars being spent on the facility, I'm
pretty sure our readers would like
to know as well. 

Another ongoing story line has
been the debate to get rid of down-
town flowers and use the money to
hire a retail recruitment firm.
First off, I had no idea the down-
town flowers had so many ardent
supporters. That was one of those
interesting little “you surprised
me with your fervor” Newton mo-
ments. People love those flowers.
At first the discussion was down-
town retail recruitment, but as
the issue progressed and it be-
came apparent that downtown
wasn't empty by any means, it
changed to Newton retail recruit-
ment as a whole. 

We at the paper had some con-
cerns with hiring an out-of-town
Alabama company to try to bring
in box stores to Newton for
$125,000 or so in Newton tax-
payer dollars. 

After a lot of quiet asking
around, we found out we were by
far not alone on that issue, though
as a man who I admire and re-
spect told me throughout all of my
growing up, “People will pick up
stones for you to throw all day
long.”

It was good to see the presenta-
tion by the firm on retail recruit-
ment turn from more of an invite
deal for business owners to a pub-
lic forum. And it was good to see
so many readers at it asking ques-
tions. Kudos to those of you who
went. 

Now the retail recruitment out-
side firm push is on hold until a
task force decides what's the best
way to grow our commercial com-
munity. It seems as if a productive
conversation is coming out of this
deal, which is great. I hope that

the task force is made up of a wide
spectrum of the Newton commu-
nity and not hand picked to give
only the answers those doing the
picking are looking for. We'll keep
following that as well, because
residents have an interest in how
their town develops and their dol-
lars are spent in that regard. 

That issue quieted down just in
time for what's probably going to
be the dominant story line in the
next few months: a school bond
issue. 

Wendy mentioned it was a pos-
sibility that it would come up from
covering the previous meeting,
and then the school district made
a soft sell on facility issues at a
Friday morning Newton Chamber
meeting. Three days later, Super-
intendent Deb Hamm presented
plans ranging from $38 million to
$71 million to do remodels on the
high school, add tech and security
features to other schools, and pos-
sibly build a new grade school and
close down Walton. 

Hamm later took me on a tour
of the high school to make the
case for repairs, and she does have
a point that the interior, especially
in the science area, is run down.
She also made a point that per-
haps the improvements should
have been made in a previous
bond issue but were not. The price
tag, however, could be the deal
breaker on that. And I get the
feeling some of the less expensive
options will not be chosen, as they
are tied to closing the Walton
Rural Life Center. Another option
would expand the Rural Life Cen-
ter, and I wonder if the rest of
Newton would go for that. I have
no idea on this one.

The school board is set to vote
on what option it will select and
set a voting date at its next school
board meeting. I'm banking on it
being packed.

Whatever the board chooses, I
could not make a guess if voters
will eventually approve the meas-
ure.

That's a lot of money, and the
district still has about $35 million
in debt from previous bond issues.

It will be interesting to see how
that turns out.

Regardless, those are three big
story lines to watch, and if there's
something else that you'd be inter-
ested in seeing some continuous
coverage of, drop me a line. You
know where my office is. 

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now.

An update on long-term story lines
Columns

Editorial

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

‘Low-energy’ listing
shouldn’t hurt
Harvey County

So, I saw M. Night Shya-
malan's newest film, "Split,"
recently. Ready for the twist?

It was actually pretty good.
Since 1999, Shyamalan has de-

veloped a reputation in Hollywood
as the Hitchcock of a new genera-
tion. That's at least been the con-
stant media comparison; to make
that connection, you have to for-
give (or simply forget) some of the
duds he's dropped over the years. 

1999's "The Sixth Sense" was
brilliant and served as a break-
through that afforded Shyamalan
bigger budgets with each subse-
quent film—and the pressure to
deliver. Unfortunately, what we
got over the next decade was
movies like "Unbreakable," "The
Happening," "The Last Airbender"
and "After Earth" that all made
his debut seem like one big flash
in the pan.

Then something pretty incredi-
ble happened. Shyamalan released
a little film called "The Visit" in
2015 that he wrote, directed and
produced with a $5 million budget
... chicken feed by Hollywood stan-
dards. And it was awesome. There

were no big-name stars or flashy
red-carpet premieres—just a really
solid story with the best Shya-
malan twist in 15 years.

Because, let's be honest, when
you go to a Shyamalan film, you're
going for the big "ohhhhh" moment
to the point where it becomes a
distraction. I will neither confirm
nor deny that "Split" has such a
twist but rather encourage you to
watch the film focused on the story
rather than the over-analysis of
every shot and scene looking for
clues. Doing so might cause you to
overlook some of the subtleties in
relative-newcomer Anya Taylor-
Joy's supporting performance as

Casey Cooke and James McAvoy's
impressive range in the lead
role(s).

But I'm getting a little ahead of
myself. If you've seen the trailer,
you probably already know the
premise. A man named Kevin
(played by McAvoy) with 23 multi-
ple personalities abducts three
young girls (including Taylor-Joy)
and keeps them imprisoned some-
where underground, planning to
sacrifice them to a new, monstrous
24th personality referred to as
"the beast." The film then spends
about an hour and 45 suspenseful
minutes exploring Kevin's various
personalities while the three girls
plot their escape.

What makes "Split" so enjoyable
is that it wastes no time getting
started. Within the first five min-
utes, you're stuck in a makeshift
cell with three girls and little hope
of getting out. And it doesn't lag or
waste your time with extraneous
back story or pointless set
changes. Everything you're given,
you're given for a reason, and it all

'Split' a return to form for Shyamalan

Anyone buddies with Mike Pompeo? Think you could
get him to talk to his boss for us to leave us off a list or
something?

We put an article in the paper this week about the
risk of Harvey County losing more than $500,000 of fed-
eral funding.

While we pay taxes into the federal government, we
wouldn't be getting any of that money back. It's money
that funds programs like the Harvey County Health De-
partment and pays for improvements like road infra-
structure.  

We're not at risk because Harvey County broke any
law. We're not at risk because Harvey County misused
any funds. We're not at risk because the federal govern-
ment is tightening its belt. 

Harvey County is at risk because its name is on a
non-governmental policy think tank's list of “sanctuary
jurisdictions.”

Why does this matter? It's a long story involving an
organization with no public accountability as well as a
“low energy” bit of disinterested policy drafting. 

Harvey County ended up on the list because the Cen-
ter for Immigration Policy (CIP), which pushes for more
aggressive immigration controls in the United States,
believes Harvey County has policies that hinder the de-
partment of Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE).  

The CIP claims to have used an ICE report to deter-
mine and list all jurisdictions in the country that at one
point or another didn't cooperate with ICE. 

In Harvey County's case, it claims at one point or an-
other the county didn't honor a request by ICE to detain
someone the county arrested. 

The problem: the Harvey County Sheriff's Office
claims to follow all ICE directives, doing everything the
organization asks. 

All fingerprints of people suspected of being undocu-
mented are sent to ICE. If ICE sends back a detainer re-
quest, they honor it, holding a person up to 48 hours to
be picked up by ICE. 

After 48 hours without any charges filed, the law dic-
tates the county must release anyone it's holding.

Considering the reason any undocumented person
would be in the Harvey County Jail is likely due to
being arrested for a crime, it’s not a stretch to assume
the county would have charges and a warrant for nearly
everyone it picks up. 

County Administrator John Waltner said, in the past,
there were a few rare cases where ICE had not picked
up a person it asked to be detained in 48 hours, and
after the time had passed, with ICE providing no arrest
warrant or charges, the individual was released. 

See, in America, there's still a constitutional right to
have charges placed against you within 48 hours of
being arrested. It's the constitutional right of habeas
corpus, which the Supreme Court ruled applies to non-
citizens as well as citizens.

Because Harvey County didn't violate habeas corpus,
it ended up on a sanctuary list. At least that's the
county's best guess.

Already the situation is shaping up to be arbitrary
and senseless, but buckle up, it gets better. 

Harvey County has no real way to get off the list. It's
not like the list shows the county to be out of compliance
of something. It's not like the county has policies that
currently hinder ICE. And in all fairness, even if the
policies did hinder a government agency, elected mem-
bers of Harvey County swear an oath to the U.S. Consti-
tution, not a policy think tank. They have to follow the
law. 

President Donald Trump signed an executive order
last week, however, directing the federal government to
block funding to these “sanctuary jurisdictions.”

Does that mean Harvey County will be included as
one of these jurisdictions? It's hard to tell, as the execu-
tive order doesn't provide a clear outline on what makes
a sanctuary jurisdiction.

But it was serious enough to prompt a meeting be-
tween county administration and the sheriff's depart-
ment.

This is an issue that shouldn't matter if you want to
deport all undocumented immigrants in this country or
not. It's an issue of poor governance. 

Assuming the Trump Administration wanted to get
cities and counties to crack down on undocumented peo-
ple, wouldn't it make more sense to issue direct guide-
lines to governments and then limit federal funding if a
county didn't follow the orders? Wouldn't it make sense
to set up a review system so that those counties that
weren't complying could either plead their case or show
they were making improvements? To a rational thinking
person, that would seem like a good way to accomplish a
goal. 

But that takes work.
Instead of anything well-crafted, the order just picked

a broad term of sanctuary jurisdictions, and unfortu-
nately for Harvey County, for no good reason, it has that
label. 

If all of this sounds familiar, it's because former Sher-
iff T. Walton has battled to get Harvey County removed
from this list in 2015, when some lawmakers tried to
withhold FEMA funding from sanctuary jurisdictions. 

At the time, Walton managed to get now director of
the CIA Mike Pompeo to do the county a solid and pro-
claim, “Sheriff Walton and the men and women of the
Harvey County Sheriff ’s Office are doing great work to
[…] support federal immigration laws. Harvey County is
not a sanctuary county.”

So looking at this whole convoluted and irrational
process, our county's best bet might to be to again plea
to a powerful guy from the neighborhood, one who
knows the don.

So, Mikey, buddy old pal, wanna help out Harvey
County and talk to your boss for us and make sure we
stay off his list?

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

REWIND

JEREMY JASO

See SPLIT / 7
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Yes, it is a long name for a gar-
den show, because it identi-
fies as a local community

event held in Harvey County. With
that said, spring is here! The 2017
Harvey County Home and Garden
Show will be here soon as
well. Mark March 11 and 12 on
your calendar for this year’s event
conducted by K-State Research and
Extension-Harvey County and the
Harvey County Master Gardener
Volunteers. The show is located at
the National Guard Armory on
Grandview in Newton.

The show features lawn and gar-
den educational seminars, horticul-
tural and home trade show, door
prizes and kids activities. If you are
interested in learning something
new for your garden or landscape or
purchasing plant and garden mate-

rial, this is the local event for you.
You can learn from our educa-

tional seminars that include “But-
terflies in the Garden,” “Best
Friends in the Garden” and “Prun-
ing Trees,” just to name a few.

We have events for kids as
well. Kids can make and take a

mini-scarecrow and other craft ac-
tivities.

Kids get in free, and age 13 and
over are $1 to get in. The $1 entry
fee includes an educational semi-
nars trade show.

The Harvey County Farmers
market will be open for
business. Local growers and bakers
will have their goods available for
sale at the show.

Mi Mama’s Recipes will provide
concessions during the show.

Interested in becoming a trade
show vendor? Contact us
at (316)284-6930. You can also e-
mail us at dchurch@ksu.edu or
seckert@ksu.edu.

Scott Eckert is the Harvey County
extension agent.

Harvey County Home, Garden Show coming up

Guest Editorial

Weigh in

Weigh in

Media’s treatment of
Trump not same
as with Obama

Perhaps you have seen the
yard sign in the three lan-
guages of English, Spanish

and Arabic in Newton and North
Newton: "No matter where you're
from, we're glad you're our neigh-
bor." 

I have confidence that the major-
ity of the American people believe
that. 

On the other hand, with last
week’s executive actions regarding
immigrants, it seems our new ad-
ministration is tilting at windmills.
We are a nation of immigrants.
Many of us are also people of faith.

Whether you are Jewish, Chris-
tian or Muslim, we worship a God
of love, a God who commands us to
welcome the stranger and a God
who tells us to care for the least of
these.

The executive actions on immi-
gration enforcement taken this
week, as well as actions on refugee
resettlement, are expected soon to
portray immigrants and refugees
as criminals and threats rather
than seeing them as God’s beloved
children.

Fear, ignorance, racism or self-
ishness are at the root of our rejec-
tion of the immigrant. By building
walls and turning away refugees,
we ignore Christ’s call to care for
those in need and to love the
stranger among us as we love our-
selves.

Building border walls focuses on
the symptoms rather than the
causes of migration. As long as
poverty, lack of opportunity and vi-
olent conflict push people to come
to the U.S.—and as long as oppor-
tunities, safety and family mem-
bers pull people here—there will be
migration. When the legal routes
are either not available or severely
restricted, as they are in the U.S.,
people will come whatever way
they can. And no wall will stop
them.

The increased enforcement meas-

ures called for in these executive
actions, including more for-profit
detention facilities, the return of
the controversial Secure Communi-
ties program, and thousands more
immigration enforcement officers,
will most assuredly lead to more
racial profiling, more family sepa-
rations and more needless suffer-
ing.

The executive actions punishing
so-called “sanctuary cities” will not
make our communities safer.
Rather, numerous cities have sanc-
tuary policies precisely because law
enforcement officials understand
that mixing local policing and im-
migrant enforcement makes com-
munities less safe by causing
immigrants to fear reporting
crimes to police.

Our government's actions on
refugees are restricting the entry of
people from particular countries
and could essentially freeze the fed-
eral refugee resettlement program. 

Mennonite Central Committee
(MCC), as an Anabaptist Christian
organization working in more than
50 countries around the world and
in Canada and the U.S., has long
held that governments must pro-
tect the religious freedom of all peo-
ple, not just Christians. We oppose
discrimination against refugees, in-
cluding discrimination based on re-
ligion or nationality. Our nation
must keep its doors open to all peo-
ple who are in need and face perse-
cution.

MCC will continue to provide
much-needed immigration services
such as legal documentation, sup-
port for families seeking asylum
and “know-your-rights” education.
We will persist in our advocacy for
fair and compassionate immigra-
tion policies consistent with our
values and with God’s teachings as
we understand them.

MCC and its supporters will con-
tinue to support humanitarian re-
lief and peace-building projects in
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and
other countries around the world
where more than 60 million
refugees and internally displaced
people have had to flee their homes
because of war, disaster and eco-
nomic hardship. We will urge our
government to stop sending
weapons to countries where there
is conflict, and we will encourage
our supporting churches to assist
newcomers and refugees.

While our neighbor to the north
has resettled more than 200 per-
cent of its fair share of Syrian
refugees, we in the United States
have resettled less than 20 percent
of our fair share.

I encourage all Americans to con-
sider new ways to welcome immi-
grants and refugees as neighbors in
our communities and to make our
voices heard on these important is-
sues by contacting the White House
and your members of Congress.

The yard sign captures it well for
me. All people are our neighbors.
As a Christian, I believe Jesus calls
us to love God and to love our
neighbors as ourselves. 

J. Ron Byler is executive director
of Mennonite Central Committee

U.S., a church-based international
organization working in relief, de-

velopment and peacebuilding
around the world and in communi-
ties in the United States. The MCC
operates a regional office in North

Newton.

Welcoming immigrants, refugees as neighbors

EXTENSION AGENT

SCOTT ECKERT

GUEST COLUMNIST

J. RON BYLER

comes to a head in a finale
that makes total sense
and should leave you feel-
ing pretty satisfied. 

I appreciate that "Split"
is a little more grounded
in reality than some of
Shyamalan's other films
and explores themes that

are human and real.
There are very few mo-
ments in "Split" that re-
quire a suspension of
disbelief. And that's what
makes the film that much
better, because the scari-
est stories we hear are al-
ways the ones that could
believably happen in our
own lives. 

Like any Shyamalan
film, to tell you more

would be to do you a dis-
service; the less you know
going in, the better. I'll
only leave you with this:
I'm excited for any poten-
tial follow-up film that
could further explore the
Shyamalan universe
more. Maybe that's be-
cause of some cool twist.
Or maybe it's because I
just really liked this
movie. You'll have to check

it out to see for yourself.
"Split" is currently play-

ing at the Newton
Chisholm Trail 8 with
screen times (as of Jan.
29) of 4:50 p.m. and 7:25
p.m.

Jeremy Jaso is a New-
ton resident who has been

writing for a number of
years.

SPLIT
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There has been a lot of talk recently about the conflict
between President Trump and the media.

As a member of the media myself, though obviously,
the Washington County News is not in the same realm
as CNN or the New York Times, I do admit I have not ap-
preciated the tone the Trump White House has taken
with the coverage of his (not-even-a-week-old) presidency.

As the leader of the free world, he should have expected
a magnifying glass on his every move and the associated
and ongoing barrage of questioning and criticism. It is
what the press does, because it is what the people want
and what democracy needs. If the public only wanted the
president’s official propaganda stream, they’d just follow
him on Twitter and sign up for his official statements to
be e-mailed when the fine-tuned wording is edited and
complete.

But people want details. They want background. To dig
deep into proposed policy and political rhetoric is what the
news media does for society. It cuts through the fat to get
to the meat. I’d argue this is the most important role of
the press, which is why freedom of the press is guaran-
teed in the First Amendment of our Constitution.

The responsibility lies with the media to do this job con-
sistently, regardless of which party controls the presi-
dency or Congress. The press should be as hard on Trump
as it was on Obama.

Has it been comparable, though?
President Trump has stated that the coverage of his

campaign and run-up to inauguration has not been fair.
While it is perfectly fair to cover Trump closely, he is cor-
rect in suggesting the media has treated him very differ-
ently than they did President Obama.

Did you know Obama was widely considered to be no
friend of transparency? (Such headlines have been sparse
or non-existent in associated context of the media’s claims
of the dark days ahead with transparency and the Trump
Administration.)

Philip Eil wrote in the Columbia Journalism Review,
reminding us that we ought not romanticize Obama’s sup-
port of transparency.

“These were eight years in which the Obama Adminis-
tration prosecuted more leakers than all previous presi-
dents combined,” said Eil. “In the 2013 Committee to
Protect Journalists report, The Obama Administration
and the Press, former Washington Post executive editor
Leonard Downie Jr. wrote, ‘The administration’s war on
leaks and other efforts to control information are the most
aggressive I’ve seen since the Nixon administration.’
These were eight years in which the Wall Street Jour-
nal, New York Times, Charleston Post & Courier, Des
Moines Register, and the San Diego Union-Tribune pub-
lished editorials on Obama non-transparency; when
one Slate writer said the President had ‘failed miserably’
to deliver transparency, and former New York Times exec-
utive editor Jill Abramson called the Obama White House
‘the most secretive White House I have ever dealt with.’”

With that comparison now in context, why are there
journalists trying to make conceptual lemons into lemon-
ade by promoting Trump’s term as an opportunity to get
back to the nitty gritty of good watchdog journalism,
where we keep relentless tabs on all things politics?

Jack Shafer wrote in the Columbia Journalism Re-
view that “It’s not winter that’s coming with the inaugura-
tion of Trump. It’s journalistic spring.”

There is no question I’m a sucker for such invitations to
take up an intense-coverage challenge of the Trump Ad-
ministration (or the Brownback Administration or the
new Board of Washington County Commissioners.) I can
see an opportunity for an uprising of high quality inves-
tigative coverage on all levels. But for the national media,
is this also essentially an admission that such an effort
was not an active commitment of journalists covering the
Obama Administration?

Shafer’s suggested approach to the Trump Administra-
tion is one of combatant versus foe.

“Instead of relying exclusively on the traditional skills
of political reporting, the carriers of press cards ought to
start thinking of covering Trump’s Washington like a war
zone, where conflict follows conflict, where the fog pre-
vents the collection of reliable information directly from
the combatants, where the assignment is a matter of life
or death,” wrote Shafer.

This approach puts the media in a valid mindset to do
their jobs, but Shafer and others suddenly arming them-
selves with this tactic ought not be defensive when they’re
labeled as leftist. Why didn’t they take this approach with
Obama? Journalists aren’t supposed to show their politi-
cal stripes in their work.

The relationship between the news media and govern-
ment should never be arranged or comfortable. We are not
a public relations firm.

The relationship can be cordial and respectful, but with
the understanding we have jobs to do. And we must be
fair.

Whether it is the White House, the statehouse, the
courthouse or the board room, journalists have a responsi-
bility of intense coverage.

It can be uncomfortable and awkward, especially in a
small town, but it is a necessary part of our democracy.

Despite the current vitriol on the national stage, I urge
you to support news media efforts to cover politics even if
you don’t always like the results. Consume a wide variety
of news—national newspapers and cable news, state and
local newspapers and radio. Don’t buy into the idea that
the news media is the enemy.

But expect much from us. We need you to be interested.
Society needs all of us to be engaged. What more could
anyone ask?  

Dan Thalman is the publisher and managing editor of
the Washington County News.

Newton Now hit a home run 
for the truth

The media of late has been
hammered with negative
reviews. I wanted to stop and
thank you for trustworthiness in
articles. 

My son, Kiel Enns, was fea-
tured in an article last weekend.
He was involved in a horrible in-
cident in which he stabbed a man.
Kiel was held on attempted first
degree murder. This mother’s
heart was shattered and bewil-
dered. There it was in print: my

highly decorated Marine being
charged with attempted 1st de-
gree murder! Unimaginable and
numbing to my soul. 

We heard how things had hap-
pened by all who seemed to know
by being there. But we knew it
was bad! The three-day weekend
was excruciating. We couldn't
talk to or see Kiel. 

On Tuesday, when news came
that no charges would be filed, we
were elated! But the news story
really bothered me. That is all
some people would know. Rarely
have I seen a follow up story
bearing the newly found facts. 

The Newton Police Department,
Detention Center and DA were
great with us as well as our son,
for which we were thankful. But
that story in your paper really
bothered me. 

Then it happened! My phone
blew up with the updated news
article! I am beyond impressed
and thankful. 

The integrity of the news and
media has been questioned as of
late. Newton Now really hit a
home run for my heart and the
truth. Thank you once again.

Jolene Enns
Wichita

Grand Central gives thanks
What a great day we had at Grand Central on Satur-

day, Jan. 28! Thank you to all who attended our Soup
and Chili Fundraiser that day, and apologies to those
who were turned away when we ran out of everything.

It was a great day to celebrate Kansas in Newton, and
it feels great to me and our board of directors to have
some money going into that new heating/cooling system
fund. We will work hard all this year to build that fund
and make it a reality at Grand Central some day.

Special thanks go to Meridian Grocery, the Dave Ny-
gaard Family Foundation, Gaylord and Janelle Sanne-
man and Becky Wheeler for their contributions. Thank
you to Dino, our new “resident” clown for the fun and to
our Grand Central volunteers who made the day hap-
pen with all their hard work.

It was a blessed day. Thank you.
Leslie Runnalls,

Grand Central director
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in its opinion “obstruct immi-
gration enforcement and
shield criminals from ICE
(Immigration Customs En-
forcement).”

According to documenta-
tion provided on the website,
the list was compiled from
ICE documents. The cause it
gave for Harvey County
being on the list was that
Harvey County does not
honor detainment requests
from ICE without a warrant
or court order for the people
it arrests.

However, according to
Kersenbrock, that couldn’t be
further from the truth.

He said the office always
honors detainers and has
been doing so as far back as
he can remember in the
1990s.

For reference, he explained
the process the county takes
when it arrests someone it
believes to be an undocu-
mented immigrant. He said
all of these individuals are
reported to ICE. He said
their fingerprints are taken
and sent to ICE, which then
sends back retained requests
to Harvey County if the per-
son has committed a crime or
ICE wishes them to be de-
tained.

Kersenbrock said
the county then holds the in-
dividuals for up to 48 busi-
ness hours if they have a
detainer request, something
the requests ask for. He said,
to his knowledge, ICE has al-
ways picked up people it’s
put a request on in 48 hours.

Kersenbrock said the idea
that Harvey County doesn’t
cooperate with ICE is ab-
solutely false.

That’s the same statement
former Harvey County Sher-
iff T. Walton made in 2015
when he tried to get the
county off the list after
Kansas Rep. Kevin Yoder
tried to remove F.E.M.A.
funding from sanctuary com-
munities in a bill.

Walton went as far as to
get Rep. Mike Pompeo, who
was later appointed by
Trump to head the C.I.A., to
put out a statement stating
that Harvey County was not
a sanctuary county.

“Sheriff Walton and the

men and women of the Har-
vey County Sheriff ’s Office
are doing great work to […]
support federal immigration
laws,” Pompeo stated. “Har-
vey County is not a sanctu-
ary county. The real problem
is the federal government
and the president’s executive
orders. The president needs
to help local law enforcement
by enforcing the laws already
on the books.”

The president Pompeo was
referring to, at the time, was
President Barack Obama.

That statement did little to
get the county removed from
the list.

Now, with the executive
order signed, it remains un-
clear what exactly it would
mean for federal funding to
Harvey County.

The order would have to be
enforced for the funding to go
away. And when it’s not clear
how the county has broken a
rule, it could be difficult for
the county to even make im-
provements to fall into com-
pliance.

“We are not sure where the
list came from, or who cre-
ated it, but that statement
could not be further from the
truth,” the sheriff ’s office
stated.

County Administrator
John Waltner said the county
administration has met with
the sheriff's department to
discuss the issue. 

Waltner said he believes
the label comes from a few
very rare occurrences in the
past where Harvey County
had to release individuals
after 48 hours when ICE did
not provide warrant informa-
tion during that time period.
Waltner said, by law, the
county has to release people
after 48 hours if it has no
charges or warrants for
them. 

Waltner also said that it's
uncommon the county would
end up with an undocu-
mented person if they did not
have warrants or charges for
them, because usually when
the county has someone in
custody it's because they
were arrested for something. 

Waltner said the risk to
funding was an issue for
Harvey County, however he
anticipated that the execu-
tive order would be held up
in court by other jurisdictions
labeled sanctuary. 

FUNDING
From Page 1

farmer when he grows up.”
Stineman-Salas said that’s

because her grandson’s
grandpa owns most of Pilsen
and farms, she said.

At the Walton school, they
teach the kids responsibility,
Stineman-Salas said, and
students learn how to care of
animals.

“They all have chores they
have to do,” she said, adding
they sell things like eggs to
raise money for the school.
“Teaching them business as-
pects I don’t think they’re get-
ting at other schools.”

Stineman-Salas also said if
the school is brought to New-
ton, it won’t be the same, as
they won’t be allowed to have
animals in town. In addition,
at the school, Stineman-Salas
said the principal is outside
giving high-fives to the stu-
dents, and teachers give hugs
to kids after school.

“It’s just a loving atmos-
phere you can’t see here in
Newton,” she added.

Brandi Lies, whose daugh-
ter is in kindergarten there
and whose son attended
kindergarten through fourth
grade at Walton, also is wor-
ried about the proposed
changes.

“I’m pretty disappointed,”
she said. “I’m pretty sad. I
understand one thing—a nice
new building,” Lies said. “I
also know moving it into the
city—there will be change. I
also know things will go
away. The project-based
learning, which was the pillar
the school was built on, it’s
going to change. It’s not going
to be the focus it was before.”

Every year while he was
there, Lies said her son
talked about the different an-
imals his class took care of.

“That’s something I
couldn’t give my kids,” she
said. “I love that they get to
learn that in an everyday
way,” adding she said she
thinks it’s pretty commonly
known people learn better in
a hands-on type of atmos-
phere.

“It’s not stuff kids learn in
books,” the former Walton
PTO president said, adding
when kids go to other schools
after Walton, she’s heard peo-
ple can pick them out because
they’re more well rounded.

Another guardian, Ashley
Klein, whose niece who lives
with her and goes to that
school, as does another niece,
is upset about the school pos-

sibly closing.
“Honestly, I'm kind of a bit

heartbroken,” she said,
adding when she was a stu-
dent at Bethel College, the
Walton principal gave a talk
during convocation for stu-
dents. It made an impression
on her.

After that, she called her
mom and sister and told
them they needed to get the
kids on the waiting list.

“The project-based learning
is really the biggest thing,”
Klein said.

Her main concern is the
close-knit and project-based
learning might not follow to
another building.

“It would be a loss for the
Newton school district to lose
that,” Klein said.

Lies said parents have
started a grassroots effort re-
garding their concerns.

“There’s a lot of parents
that are rallying, and they
want their voices heard,” she
said.

She also said she’s heard
parents, teachers and at least
one former principal defend
the school, and she’s heard no
one who goes to the school
say the building isn’t fit to
use.

“It’s amazing to me, be-
cause the parents don’t com-
plain about needing a new
building,” she said. “Every-
body’s fine with what’s there.
Nobody at Walton is saying
anything like that. It seems
strange that it comes out of
left field.”

Last week, at least one par-
ent handed out fliers to other
parents at the school. A copy
of the flier was posted on
Facebook.

“The USD superintendent
and school board have been
discussing long-term plan-
ning for the school district,”
the orange flier stated. “The
school board is planning to
vote regarding asking for a
bond for possible renovations
to current schools and a pos-
sible elementary school build-
ing. It has been proposed to
close Walton Rural Life Cen-
ter and build another elemen-
tary school in another part of
Newton. If you do not want to
see the school close, please e-
mail or call the Newton
Board of Education with your
thoughts.”

In addition, there's a Face-
book page called “We Support
Walton Rural Life Center,”
where people can go to dis-
cuss their concerns about the
school possibly closing. They
want to keep ideas and com-
ments on the page positive.

WALTON
From Page 1

Hague then said that Cox was
getting bold with their pricing
and that the county could per-
haps look for bids for the service. 

“That might be something we
want to look into and change
providers,” he said.

In other news, according to a
year-end finance report, the
county is sitting in a good posi-
tion financially, Swartzendruber
said in a presentation to the com-
missioners.

In the general fund actual rev-
enue exceeded expenditures for
2016.

Overall revenue for the county
increased by $668,000 compared
to 2015.  The county took in $1.2
million more in taxes compared

to 2015. Assessed valuation in-
creased by 1.66 percent.
Swartzendruber sad that about
half of the increase was due to
new construction. 

On the spending side, for gen-
eral fund expenditures, the
county spent $11.998 million,
$174,000 more than in 2015. 

That all gives the county a gen-
eral fund balance or reserve of
$4.05 million, a number that's in-
creased over the last two years. 

“Overall, we've improved our
financial system in a lot of our
funds, but we're in a very good
position going into a tax lid
year,” Swartzendruber said. 

The commission expressed ap-
preciation to administration for
the financial state of the county. 

“I think there's a lot of coun-
ties and cities that would really
love to trade places with us,”

Commissioner Randy Hague
said. 

Finally, the county will see a
second annual Conquer the
Gauntlet event. 

The event, a long distance run
with obstacles, is set for July 15
in East Park. 

The contract would include a
$1,000 flat fee to be paid to the
county, plus a $1 fee per head
and a $1 fee per spectator. It
would also include a $1,000 dam-
age deposit. 

Last year, the group paid a
$3,000 flat fee. Parks Director
Kass Miller thought that the ad-
mission fee would bring in more
money to the county as there
were more than 2,000 spectators
and participants last year. 

All commissioners were pres-
ent. The meeting adjourned at
10:36 p.m.

CABLE
From Page 1

“That was the first time we
met,” Delores said. “It was like,
wow. There was just something
there. Both of us felt it—just like a
special connection. It was some-
thing unusual.”

After the game, Delores thought
she'd never see him again.

However, the brother's girl-
friend wrote Delores a letter, ask-
ing if she would like to go on a
double date with that guy she met
at the ballgame. Delores wrote
back and said she would.

Leonard proposed on her birth-
day one year, which is Oct. 25.

“I think we both knew we
wanted to get married,” Delores
said. “Let's see. It was for my
birthday in October that he gave
me my diamond.”

He asked her to marry him, and
she said, “Of course.”

They married on Sept. 2, 1955,
and started raising a family, three
boys and a girl.

“We always said she was the
frosting on our cake,” Delores
said, adding now their daughter
lives the furthest away, on Long
Island.

The couple also has eight
grandchildren—four boys and
four girls. 

Delores talked about how her
now 86-year-old husband used to
do romantic things for her, like

buy nice jewelry and nice clothes.
“He used to go to this dress

shop, and all the women there
knew what I liked, and he'd come
back with something I really
liked,” Delores said, smiling.

This was when they were rais-
ing their children and a little
later.

“Oh, of course, he's been a won-
derful husband,” Delores said.

They married during Leonard's
second year of 1W service, resid-
ing in Topeka at that time. After
that, Leonard taught and went to

summer school to get his college
degree. This was around the time
they had their first child. Delores
said Leonard taught for three
years before they moved to New-
ton, which was a home base for
them because all of Delores' fam-
ily lived there. In Newton,
Leonard started filling in for prin-
cipals at three schools, and then
he taught at either Lincoln or
South Breeze Elementary
Schools, Delores said. He also was
a teacher at Pleasant Acres and
Suncrest.

Delores said Leonard taught for
59 years, retiring at the age of 65,
and then he did substitute teach-
ing.

Delores worked outside the
home at the statehouse in Topeka
and then started having babies
after that. She didn’t work out-
side the home until after their
youngest just started middle
school. Her jobs in Newton in-
cluded being a paraprofessional at
McKinley with the reading
teacher and then working 27
years at Kansas State Bank.

Since the Goerings have been
married for quite some time,
they’ve had at least a couple of
anniversary celebrations—one for
their 60th when they had an open
house and one when they have
their 50th anniversary when they
took a trip to Durango, Colo., with
the family.

“That was a wonderful celebra-
tion,” Delores said.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Leonard and Delores Goering show their
wedding rings. 

LOVE
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are at desks. 
Nearby chemistry rooms are

not much better in condition,
with out-of-order electric sys-
tems, gas not working or issues
with water. Storage space is lack-
ing. Some cabinets with chemi-
cals don't lock.

One anatomy room has a rug
over the tile to sop up water if it
wells up through the floor. It also
has some steel wool shoved in the
corner to keep out mice, which
have been known to run across
the floor.

“Kids will say, ‘What were you
looking at?’ and I say, ‘Oh, no, you
don't want to see that,’” teacher
Lou Didier said. 

The science classrooms are
among the more run down in the
high school, and Hamm is show-
ing the high school for a reason:
to highlight issues that a possible
bond issue is needed to address.

“We've cut off water to class-
rooms,” she said. “Pipes don't
work. We're doing everything we
can to keep the rooms functional,”
she said. 

At a school board meeting Jan.
23, the school district first floated
an idea of a bond issue, which
could range from $38 million to
$71 million. And at that first
meeting, the board decided that it
would try to select a bond option
and set a voting date by its next
meeting. 

Remodeling and adding space
to the high school appeared in all
options at an estimated cost of
$38 million. 

So we at Newton Now figured
the high school would be a good
place to begin to get a handle on
the bond issue. 

Hamm gave a tour, and the is-
sues she highlighted can be bro-
ken down into two categories.
One category involves basic run
down facilities like in the science
rooms. She said that funding is
needed to update the rooms and
deal with a myriad of issues
caused by everyday wear and
tear. 

While a 2007 bond issue did
pay for work on the high school
and added additional space, she
said parts of the interior were left
out of upgrades.

“Maybe we should have redone
the interior in ’07, but that was
10 years ago,” she said, adding
that she was not in the district
and not trying to throw anyone
under the bus. “We've had 1,500
people in the last 10 years. The
original footprint of the building
is the same age as Santa Fe when
this high school was built.”

The district still carries $35
million in debt from previous
bond issues.

Hamm said issues like faulty
equipment in the science class-
rooms makes it difficult to prop-
erly instruct students and can
affect their safety.  

“How are we supposed to em-
phasis STEM [science, technol-
ogy, engineering, math] without
adequate facilities to do so?” she
said. 

There are also safety issues,
she said, of not having a tornado
shelter within the large school
along with other problems such
as electrical difficulties with The
Depot concession stand. 

The other category of problems
comes from a school designed in
1974 not being quite up to mod-
ern standings for learning. 

“We're transitioning from a lec-
ture style of learning to a collabo-
rative style, and that makes for
some difficulties,” she said.

Newton High School was de-
signed with movable walls, walls
which didn't end up being mov-
able, and don't do a good job of
blocking out the sound. But then
in the ’70s, the high school also
was designed not to have doors. 

Hamm said in a lecture style
learning environment, the system
might have worked. But when
you have classrooms of students
collaborating or a teacher show-
ing a video presentation, noises
travel through the walls, making
learning difficult at times. 

The district would like to do
away with such movable walls. 

It would also like to remodel a
lot of classrooms to fit into career
technical education paths or to
shift learning toward job-training
activities. 

For instance, Hamm said the
school district would wish to re-
model some rooms, like the home
economics room, to make a com-
mercial kitchen. 

“We now emphasize career
training,” Hamm said.

Another room would be remod-
eled to serve as a school and dis-
trict daycare in collaboration
with the Newton YMCA. Hamm
said that remodel would work to
provide childcare training for stu-
dents. 

Other changes would provide
more space for computer-based
classrooms and better suit them
to use current technology.

“In 44 years the technology is
different,” she said. 

Hamm also said the bond issue
would add space to the high
school to address overcrowding in
some spots and to better enable
collaborative learning. 

“It's not that we don't have the
space, but we don't have the right
kind of space for collaboration,”
she said. 

“We're not at capacity; we have
plenty of space for students; it's
just not the right space,” Hamm
said. 

On how much space the district
planned on adding, Hamm did
not have an immediate answer. 

At Hamm's request, Joe Brei-
denbach of DLR Group, which is
an architecture and consulting
firm the district hired to conduct
its strategic planning and help
with the bond issue, stated Ot-
tawa High School serves as a
similar example to Newton High
School, and it added on around
12,000 feet.

Hamm said cost estimates were
in part based on the cost per
square foot of the building. 

Hamm said that, after the
school district selected a bond
plan, more details about any re-
model and expansion could be de-
cided. 

“I strongly believe that our stu-
dents deserve to have classroom
space that is appropriate for a
learning environment and their
safety,” she said.

BOND
From Page 1

Speedy bond process explained on page 5. 

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Science teacher Lacie Fair points out a water faucet in her classroom that sprays. She
said faulty infrastructure like water faucets, shut down gas lines and faulty electrical out-
lets makes conducting labs difficult. She also added packed classrooms exacerbate the
difficulties.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR OBITUARIES
Thursday, Feb. 2

10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton
Public Library.

1 p.m.—Wii Bowling. Grand Central.
2:45 p.m.—NHS Bowling Tri vs. Maize South,

Hutchinson. The Alley, Hutchinson.
5 to 6:30 p.m.—American Sign Language Class. Fee is

$25. Newton Recreation Commission, 415 N. Poplar St.
5:15 p.m.—Tai Chi. Grand Central.
5:30 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Mem-

bers and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400
S. Spencer Rd.

6 p.m.—NHS Wrestling Dual at Campus.
6, 8 p.m.—Bethel College Basketball at Southwestern

College.
6:30 p.m.—Newton Toastmaster Meeting. Newton

Recreation Center, 415 N. Poplar St.
7 p.m.—Teen Youth Leaders in Kansas. Newton Pub-

lic Library.
7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night. Anyone

age 8 or older is welcome. Full game package is $10, and
early-bird package is $5. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

Friday, Feb. 3
TBA—Bethel College at KCAC Indoor Track and

Field Championships, Pittsburg State University.
9:30 a.m.—Spring Toddler Story Time. Newton Public

Library.
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert.

Grand Central.
6 p.m.—Friday Night Games. Grand Central.
6:30 p.m.—NHS Boys Swimming (Diving Only) at

Kansas State University Natatorium.
6, 7:30 p.m.—NHS Basketball vs. Campus, Raven-

scroft Gym.
7 p.m.—Bethel College Cheer at Thresher Invita-

tional, Bethel College.

Saturday, Feb. 4
TBA—Bethel College at KCAC Indoor Track and

Field Championships, Pittsburg State University.
9 a.m.—NHS Junior Varsity Basketball Tournament,

Willis Gym, Newton High School.
10:30 a.m.—NHS Swimming at Kansas State Univer-

sity Natatorium.
10:30 a.m. to noon—Wood and Burlap Love Sign. $20

in advance or $23 at the time of the class. Register at
Gathered Goods, 625 N. Main.

2 p.m.—Creative Writers’ Fellowship Meeting. Hes-
ston Public Library. RSVP regrets only to Mary Rempel
or Gladys Voth.

5, 7 p.m.—Bethel College Basketball vs. Bethany Col-
lege, Bethel College.

Sunday, Feb. 5
Noon to 3 p.m.—Community-wide Garage Sale. New-

ton Recreation Center, 415 N. Poplar. 
6:30 to 9 p.m.—Cooks, Corks and Kegs. Denise Neil

special guest. Big Brothers Big Sisters fundraiser with
wine and beer tastings and food pairings. Tickets are
$60. Meridian Center, 1420 E. Broadway Ct.

Monday, Feb. 6
All Day—Grand Central Billiards. Four competition

quality tables available for use Monday through Friday
at Grand Central.

10 a.m.—Blood Pressure Check. Grand Central.
11:45 a.m.—Friendship Meals. Call (316) 283-2222 for

reservation. Monday through Friday at Grand Central.
1:30 p.m.—Golden Notes. Call at (316) 283-2222 to

schedule a performance. Grand Central.
4 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Newton Public

Library.
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members

and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

7 p.m. to 8 p.m.—Planning Commission Meeting. City
Hall.

7 p.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton Public
Library.

7 p.m.—Beginners Square Dance Class. Grand Cen-
tral.

Tuesday, Feb. 7
10:30 a.m.—Bingo. Grand Central.
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Craft Handwork. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert of

Park City. Grand Central.
3:30 p.m.—NHS Bowling Tri vs. Cheney, Salina

South, Play-Mor Lanes, Newton.
6:45 p.m.—Newton Linux User’s Group. Newton Pub-

lic Library.
7 p.m.—Round Dance. Grand Central.
7:30 to 9:30 p.m.—Hesston Bethel Performing Arts

Series: Ladysmith Black Mambazo. Memorial Hall,
Bethel College.

Wednesday, Feb. 8
9:15 a.m.—VITA Tax Assistance. Newton Public Li-

brary.
9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.—Bethel College Life Enrich-

ment. Krehbiel Auditorium in Luyken Fine Arts Center,
Bethel College.

1 p.m.—Cards/Games. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool for Women. Ken Fast teaches

billiards using Steve Mizerak’s complete book of pool.
Donation of $1 per week. Grand Central.

3:30 p.m.—Master Builders LEGOs. Newton Public
Library.

5 p.m.—Mystery Lover’s Book Club. The Long Fall by
Walter Mosley. Newton Public Library.

6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Club Special (Sloppy
Joe’s). Members and guests welcome. American Legion
Post 2, 400 S. Spencer Rd. 

7 p.m.—Coping and Alternative Medicine. Newton
Public Library.

Thursday, Feb. 9
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Wii Bowling. Grand Central.
5 to 6:30 p.m.—American Sign Language Class. Fee is

$25. Newton Recreation Commission, 415 N. Poplar St.
5:15 p.m.—Tai Chi. Grand Central.
5:30 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Mem-

bers and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400
S. Spencer Road.

Phil M.
Wheatcroft,
59, of Hes-
ston died on
Saturday,
Jan. 21,
2017, at
Newton
Medical Cen-
ter. He was
born on Jan.
1, 1958, in Quinter to
Francis and Bernity
Wheatcroft. They pre-
ceded him in death.

Survivors include his
brother, Joe Wheatcroft
of Rock Island, Ill.; sister,
Janice Blender of Wa-
keeney; nephew, Chet
Blender of Wakeeney;
sister, Lucille Benton of
Wakeeney, Kan.; Babbers
his cat; and a host of
friends. 

Phil loved working
with his hands, and he
was a painter by trade.
He spent more than 20
years working for Leroy
Koehn and then started

a business on
his own. Phil
was a mentor
to many, help-
ing a great
deal of folks. If
you met him,
he was more
than likely
your friend.
He had a

childlike exuberance for
life, he lived with his
heart and the majority of
the time, he had a smile
on his face and his har-
monica in his pocket. He
was great at cracking
jokes and had a gift for
bringing smiles.

A celebration of life
will be at 6 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 4, at the Hall,
221 S.E. 14th St. All
friends are welcome;
please bring a side dish. 

Donations are grate-
fully appreciated and can
be made payable to Pe-
tersen's Funeral Home in
Newton on Phil's behalf.

PHIL M. WHEATCROFT

CLAY CENTER—Ed-
winna Sanneman, 94,
died on Friday, Jan. 27, in
Clay Center.

She was born April 9,
1922, in Morganville to
George and Katherine
(Campbell) Taddiken.

Edwinna was raised in
the Morganville area and
graduated from Clay Cen-
ter High School in 1941.
Following graduation, she
worked as a sales clerk at
Brown McDonald's in
downtown Clay Center.

On Nov. 22, 1943, she
married Robert Sanne-
man. They made their
home and farmed in the
Idana area. Edwinna was
a member of the Mul-
berry Presbyterian
Church before transfer-
ring to the Idana Presby-
terian Church in 1944.
She also was active in the
United Presbyterian
Women and Idana Ani-
mas Club.

Edwinna and Bob
moved to the Clay Center
Presbyterian Manor in
August of 2006. She was
preceded in death by her

parents and her brother
and sister-in-law, Forest
and Lorraine Taddiken.

Survivors include her
daughter, Verlee Sanne-
man, Topeka; son, George
and wife Sarah Sanne-
man, Idana; and son,
Gaylord and wife Janelle
Sanneman, Newton.

Celebration of life will
be at 11 a.m. Friday, Feb.
3, at the Idana Presbyte-
rian Church with the
Rev. Scott Lingle officiat-
ing.

Visitation will be from
3 to 8 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 2, at the Neill-
Schwensen-Rook Funeral
Home in Clay Center.
The family will greet
friends from 3 to 5 p.m.

Memorials in lieu of
flowers can be made to
Idana Presbyterian
Church, Meadowlark
Hospice or Clay County
Historical Society in care
of the funeral home.

Online condolences
may be made at Neill-
Schwensen-Rook Funeral
Home.

EDWINNA SANNEMAN

Rose Marie
Kochenower, 86, died Fri-
day, Jan. 27, 2017, at
Newton Medical Center.
She was born Aug. 21,
1930, in Newton to
George W. and Mary
(Radtke) Kochenower.

Rose Marie was a sur-
gical nurse at the former
Halstead Hospital for
nearly 42 year prior to
her retirement. She was a
member of St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in New-
ton. She was an avid KU
sports fan and also en-
joyed following Royals
baseball. She enjoyed
traveling extensively, in-
cluding to Alaska and
Hawaii. One of her fa-
vorite trips she took was
to Spain. She could often

be found reading and en-
joying good books. Rose
Marie enjoyed spending
time with her family, who
will miss her very much.

She is survived by sev-
eral nieces, nephews and
great- and great-great-
nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in
death by her parents. 

Funeral service was
Jan. 31 at Petersen Fu-
neral Home Chapel, with
the Rev. Nicholas Voelker
presiding. Burial was in
St. Mary’s Cemetery in
Newton.

Memorials are sug-
gested to St. Mary’s
Catholic Church or The
Lord’s Diner in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home in
Newton.

ROSE MARIE KOCHENOWER

Donald
Vernon
Friend was
born June
26, 1924, in
Charles City,
Iowa, to Bert
Elmer
Friend and
Josephine
Wilhelmina
Cook. 

He was the oldest of
three boys. He quit high
school after the Japan-
ese bombed Pearl Harbor
and joined the Army Air
Corp at the age of 18. He
did not wait to be
drafted but thought it
his duty to serve his
country. He served for
four years as a propeller
specialist and then re-
turned to Charles City to
finish high school. He
married Jean Francis
Bunn in 1947, and they
relocated to Wichita, so
Don could put his mili-
tary training to work at
Boeing.

They had four chil-
dren, Katherine Kay,
James Edward, Max
Allen and Dan Carl. In
1965, his wife, Jean, died
in childbirth, and he was
left to raise their four
children. He met and
married Bernice Esther

Klassen in
September
1967, and
they had two
more children,
Dean Robert
and Bernice
Ann.

His amazing
faith in God
brought him

through the loss of his
parents; brothers, Bob
and Bert; half-brother,
Albert; half-sister, Bess;
two wives, Jean and Ber-
nice; five children,
James, Max, Kathy,
Danny and Dean; and
one grandchild Philip
Fagan.

He is survived by his
daughter, Ann; sister-in-
law, Gail Friend; 12
grandchildren; numer-
ous great-grandchildren;
and many nieces and
nephews.

Funeral service was
Jan. 27 in the Fireside
Room at Grace Commu-
nity Church in Newton,
with Pastor David
Reimer presiding. Burial
was in Springfield Ceme-
tery north of Goessel in
rural Marion County.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Salvation Army
in care of Petersen Fu-
neral Home.

DONALD VERNON FRIEND

Jan 25
Criminal calls:
Theft, 1200 Blk W 3rd
Arrests:
Richard Lovecchio, 39,

warrant, 300 Blk SW
Second

Joseph Craig, 61, war-
rant, 1800 Blk Old Main 

Nicholas Donaldson,
36, warrant, 600 SE
Block of 36th 

Tara Sotkovski, 27,
possession of narcotic,
1600 Blk E First

Jan 24
Arrests:
Charles Miles, 38,

warrant,1700 Blk S.
Kansas 

Jeffrey Hasty, 56, war-
rant, 100 Blk E Eighth

Keith Woffenden, 48,

warrant, 900 Blk E
Eleventh

Nelsi Ibarra, 24, do-
mestic battery, 3500 Blk
S Duncan 

Billy Joe Womack, 31,
Driving with suspended
license, 1600 Blk E First

Robert Findley, 30,
warrant, US Highway 50
mm 284 

Cassandra Roberts,
32, criminal carry of
weapons; bludgeon/sand-
club/knuckles/ throwing
star, 1700 Blk S. Kansas 

Jan 23
Criminal calls:
Burglary, 200 Blk Alli-

son
Duty to Report Acci-

dent, 300 Blk N Main
Arrests:

Mario Meza, 22, 800
Blk N. Main, warrant

Jason Scott, 18, dis-
tribute opiate/narcotic,
possession of controlled
substance, possession of
methamphetamine, pos-
session of paraphernalia,
theft, 100 Blk SW Sec-
ond

Destiny Kinsey, 25,
warrant, interference
with law enforcement of-
ficer, felony obstruction

Andrew Rivera, 33, in-
terference with law en-
forcement officer, felony
obstruction

Richard Hill, 29, war-
rant, 100 Blk E. Broad-
way

Bobbie Farmer, 32,
warrant, 400 Blk E
Broadway

Alicia Roland,40, war-
rant, 200 Blk SW Sev-
enth

Jan 22
Arrests:
Kyle Chaffee, 31,DUI,

500 Blk SW Fourteenth
Courtney Jackson,

Driving while license
cancelled, 2300 Blk
Paddington

Alan Dansby, 31, inter-
ference with law enforce-
ment officer, felony
obstruction of justice,
100 Blk Southport

Etric Jones, aggra-
vated robbery, armed
with dangerous weapon,
possession of cocaine,
possession of marijuana,
possession of parapher-
nalia, criminal damage

Re/Max agency owner has a broken leg to thank

The Newton Re/Max
agency will have a new
owner this year, and it all
can be traced back to one
broken leg. 

Alex Carbajal grew up
in Buena Park, Calif.,
and grew playing football.
As a junior college stand
out, he had plans of play-
ing ball at a higher colle-
giate level. 

Then, disaster struck
for a football player; he
broke his leg.

He couldn't play. A bit
of shine went from his
rising star. 

“I took the year off and
rehabbed,” he said,
adding that he didn't

want to
miss out
on a few
years of
eligibil-
ity to
play and
regret
the deci-
sion. “I
looked to see where I
could play.”

Eventually, Carbajal
found a place to play:
Bethel College all the
way in North Newton,
Kan. 

He said he brought
himself and a number of
teammates to play for the
school in 1998. 

“I ultimately ended up
meeting the love of my
life there,” he said of an-
other student named
Shana Budge. “That's

what originally kept me
here. Then there were
several variables after
that.”

Near the end of his col-
lege career, Carbajal
earned an internship at
Re/Max, where he then
worked after college and
has kept working since. 

Along the way he had
three kids and recently
purchased the agency
from Ron Harder. The
agency has nine employ-
ees.

He said while his wife
kept him here initially, it
was the people after-
wards. 

“I got to meet a lot of
people here, and I got to
see the potential that
Newton has,” he said.
“There wasn't a lot of mo-
mentum going on. There
was a lot of people not
wanting that.”

Carbajal will host a rib-
bon cutting at 4 p.m. Fri-
day, Feb. 3, at his Re/Max
agency, 500 Main Place.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Carbajal

“I ultimately ended up meeting the
love of my life there. That’s what 
originally kept me here. Then there
were several variables after that.”

Alex Carbajal
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Prestressed Concrete, Inc. is seeking 
Full Time Concrete Laborers 

in Newton, Kansas 
M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Previous concrete or construction 
experience is a plus but we do offer 

on-the-job-training as well.
Excellent benefits including health/ 

dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 
retirement, vacation and holidays. 

Please contact the main office at
2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 

an application or 
call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

rschroeder@prestressedconcreteinc.com

Your classified ad will appear in both the Hillsboro Free Press and Newton Now...
reaching every Marion County household and Newton Now subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display: $12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25.50)

Call 620-947-5702 
or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!

THE HERINGTON TIMES

Local company is looking
for drivers to transport
railroad crews up to a
200 mile radius from

Herington.
Must live within 20 miles of
Herington, be 21 years or

older, valid driver's 
license and a pre-employ-

ment drug screen is 
required. A company 

vehicle is provided, paid
training, and benefits.

Compensation 
is $8.50 per hour.

Apply online at 
www.hallcon.com

Rural Vista USD 481 is 

currently accepting 

applications for 

District Treasurer/
Secretary for the

Board of Education
This position requires 

computer experience, 

general accounting 

knowledge, multi-tasking

capabilities and necessary

people skills. 

Classified applications are

on the district website at

www.usd481.org. 

USD 481 is an EOE. 

in Florence is accepting 

applications for a 

Manager
and

Sales Clerks

401-K,  Vacation
Apply in person 

at Hwy. 50
Florence, KS

New Job Opportunities
Donahue Manufacturing is taking applications for:

Welders

We offer a truly competitive benefits package 
and opportunity for advancement.

Please contact: Donahue Manufacturing
1-800-457-7406

Durham, KS

Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com
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Jones Electric
has openings for full

time licensed 
electricians. Must be 

experienced in all phases
of electrical work and
work independently. 

Send resume to 
rpryorjei@tctwireless.net

or call 785-258-2912 
for application. 

Westview Manor
Peabody

is in need of the 
following positions:

• Dishwasher
• Housekeeping
• Certified Nurses

Aid - All Shifts

Apply in person
at 500 Peabody St

Peabody, KS 66866

Salem Home currently has the 
following position open:

Salem Home currently
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash

PH: 620-947-22721

Or obtain an application at:

Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

PRN Nurses
FT evening C.N.A.The City of Hillsboro is 

excepting applications for a
part time (15 hours/week)

Museum Coordinator for
the Adobe House and

Schaeffler House sites.
Duties may include: staffing

the visitor center; 
marketing/fundraising; 

arranging & giving tours;
coordinating volunteers;

maintaining website; 
maintaining records; good

communication skills; 
bachelor’s degree and 

library experience preferred;
training, experience, and or
interested local/area history

preferred. Pay rate TBD
based on qualifications. 

Appointment begins in
2017. Open until filled.  

Submit resumes to City
Clerk, City of Hillsboro, 

118 E Grand,
Hillsboro, KS 67063.  

EEOC

FT – Press Operators 
$12.50/hr All shifts

FT - General Labor 
$10-$13/hr All shifts

FT - Maintenance 
$15/hr BOE

St. Luke Living Center

Part-time CNA

Evenings and nights

Contact:  Janet Herzet,
Living Center Director

620-382-2177
Ext. 354

St. Luke Hospital and 
Living Center

535 South Freeborn
Marion, KS  66861

Apply online @ www.slhmarion.org

Part Time Person 
Register of Deeds Office

The Marion County Register of Deeds Office is accepting appli-
cations for a part time clerical worker. This is an “on call” posi-
tion. The successful applicant will assist with answering phones,
providing copies of information to the public, researching land
ownership, recording documents, and collecting correct fees
for various types of documents being filed. Requires at least
high school diploma or equivalent, one year clerical or book-
keeping experience, general knowledge of office procedures, ex-
cellent interpersonal and communication skills. Ability to identify
and draw out legal descriptions is helpful.

Applications are available at www.marioncoks.net, 
at the Marion County Courthouse in the Deeds Office or the
Clerk’s Office. For further information call 620-382-2151.

Position open until filled. 
Possibly utilized in other offices as well. EEOE

Parkside Homes Current Needs
We are searching for 

honest, caring team members! 

If you are looking for a new job for the new year,

check out our current openings at 

www.parksideks.org

Criminal background checks run at the time of job offer. 
Parkside is proud to be a drug-free, EOE workplace.

200 Willow Road, Hillsboro, KS  67063
(620) 947-2301  •  www.parksideks.org

PRODUCTION HELP WANTED
MONDAY-FRIDAY

2nd shift   4:00pm  -  12:00am
3rd shift  12:00am  -  8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

If you enjoy caring
for the elderly, come

be a part of our team!

Diversicare of Council
Grove has openings for

CNAs. Apply at
http://www.dvcr.com

For questions, call Becky
Johnson, RN DON or

Betty Cox RN ADON at 
620-767-5172.

EOE and Drug Free Facility

Chase County Detention
Center is taking 

applications for a 

Jail Administrator
Salary based on experience.

Send resume to:
Chase County Clerk Office,

PO Box 529
Cottonwood Falls, KS
66845 • 620-273-6423

Job Description available
from Clerk’s office. 

Office Administrator - General Office
Growing financial services firm is looking for a person

with good communication skills to handle varied 
responsibilities including heavy phone and 

face-to-face client contact for entry-level position. 
Must be organized self-started. 

To be considered for this position, apply online at 
www.edwardjones.com/careers

Equal Opportunity Employer

1 Employment
The 1st United Church of Christ is seeking
a part time pastor. Send resume to 1st
United Church of Christ 210 East Fourth
St; Newton Ks 67114. 1-6tc

LAW OFFICE ACCOUNTING MANAGER-
ADMIN ASSISTANT:   Immediate opening
for person with excellent attention to detail.
Professional manner required.  Email cover
letter and resume to CLM@robblaw.com
or deliver/mail to Somers, Robb and Robb,
110 E Broadway, Newton. 5-2tc

1 Employment

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT- Small office
has immediate opening.  Bookkeeping and
general office duties.  Resume including
salary expectation to Box AQ c/o Newton
Now, 706 N Main, Newton, KS. 5-2tc

2 Announcements
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Thank You
Thank you to whoever pickup my wallet
uptown Hillsboro and put it in the mail
drop for the mail carrier to return it to me.
Connie Isaac. 5-1tp

Automobile
2008 F-150, 4x4, 4dr. Call 620-877-7268. 4-
2tp

Free
FREE — 52 inch Toshiba television set,
needs tube; Magnavox VCR; electric fire-
place heater, 785-258-2311. 5-1tfree

4 For Rent

3 Merchandise

4 For Rent

Homes
211 S. Lincoln. Hillsboro. 4 bedroom, 1
bath Victorian house available immediately.
Kitchen appliances furnished.  No smoking.
No pets.  620-877-7887.52-tfn

2 BR Hesston Townhouse; spacious; large
family room; added storage; off street
parking; near golf course; $700.  Joe Robb
316-284-4202 5-2tcv

5 Real Estate

Land

2 Announcements

Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. 
rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn 

Large 1 Bedroom Apt. Hillsboro for 1 Re-
sponsible Adult. Partially furnished, re-
frigerator, stove, washer & dryer. Quite
neighborhood. May consider obedient dog.
Call Mark @ 620-947-3535 & leave a mes-
sage. 4-1tc

1 bedroom and 2 bedroom apartment for
rent in Marion. For info call 620-381-3011.
4-2tp

Home For Rent: 2 bedroom, fenced yard
in Hillsboro. $525/mo. 785-376-9069. 5-1tp

For Rent: 1 bedroom, 1 bath apartment on
second floor. Located at 119 S. A St., Her-
ington. For more information call 785-258-
2328. 5-2tc

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN) and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)have
purchased some of the following classifieds. Determining the value of the service or
product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-
vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals,
directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order
selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstances should you send
money in advance or give the client your checking account, license ID, or credit card
numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and
note that if a credit repair company does business only over the phone it is illegal to
request any money before delivering its services. All funds are based in US dollars.
Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Farm Equipment

OUR HUNTERS WILL PAY TOP $$$ to hunt

your land. Call for a free Base Camp Leas-

ing info packet & quote. 866-309-1507.

www.basecampleasing.com

For Sale

40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers

$1500.00 in KC.  $2200.00 in Solomon Ks.

20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call

785 655 9430 or go online to

Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, availability

& Freight estimates.

Help Wanted

Chapman, Kansas (population 1,500; $3.6

million budget; municipal utilities including

electric; 12 FTE, 20PT) a growing commu-

nity on I-70 seeks a City Administrator.

Low range salary: $72,000.  Additional in-

formation at  www.chapmanks.com.  

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Class A CDL driver for flatbed operation.

Top pay, small family owned company.

Central U.S. runs. Call S&S Express 

402-582-4791

Class A OTR, Regional home weekly, End
Dump Drivers For Newly Expanded Busi-
ness. Late Model Peterbilts & Raven Trail-
ers, Vacation Pay, Health Ins, 401K. 
(800) 776-5672.

Great Plains Trucking of Salina, KS is
looking for experienced OTR Tractor Trailer
Flatbed Drivers or recent Driving School
graduates. Our Drivers travel 48 U.S. states
as well as the lower Canadian provinces.
We offer excellent compensation, benefits,
home time and equipment. Please contact
Brett or Judy at 785-823-2261 or brettw@gp-
trucking.com, judym@gptrucking.com

Misc.
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BATTERIES
for Life!  Call to start your free trial!  
877-687-4650

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions accepted.
Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-268-9386

Lenders Offering Special Gov’t Programs
for Mobile Homes and $0 Down for Land
Owners. Promo homes with reduced down
payments. Use Tax Refund for additional
incentives. Singles from $39,900. 
Doubles from $59,900  866-858-6862

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Lung Cancer?  And 60+ Years Old?  If So,
You And Your Family May Be Entitled To A
Significant Cash Award.  Call 866-327-
2721 To Learn More.  No Risk.  No Money
Out Of Pocket.

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA
approved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying
your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan Modifi-
cation? Is the bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner's Relief Line now for
Help!  855-401-4513

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE &
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill-
Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

Topeka Boat/Outdoor Show – Expocentre.
Friday 2/3 1-8pm, Saturday 2/4 10am-7pm,
Sunday 2/5 11am-4pm.  Screamin’ Boat
Deals!  20 Manufacturers!  Pro-Angler
Seminars! KIDS FREE!
www.TopekaBoat.com  1-800-756-4788.

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 855-850-3904

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW  FEB. 4-5 SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-3
WICHITA CENTURY II EXPO HALL (225 W
DOUGLAS) INFO: (563) 927-8176 
www.rkshows.com

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL & IN)
(MCN)

**ADOPTION:** Child Psychologist & Suc-
cessful Executive yearn for 1st baby to
LOVE & Cherish Forever. 1-800-966-3065
Expenses paid *Abby & Jeff* (MCN)

A childless married couple seeks to adopt.
Will be hands-on mom & devoted dad. Fi-
nancial security. Expenses PAID. Call Holly
& Tiger. 1-800-790-5260 (ask for Adam)
(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-
0205 (MCN)

Drive with Uber. You'll need a Smartphone.
It's fun and easy. For more information,
call: 1-800-902-9366 (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.homemoney77.com (MCN)

CLASS-A CDL Regional Driver. Good home
time. Great pay and benefits. Matching
401k. Bonuses and newest equipment. No
touch freight. Experience needed. Call
Scott 507-460-9011. Apply on-line
WWW.MCFGTL.COM (MCN)

PAID IN ADVANCE!

Make $1000 Weekly Mailing Brochures
From Home! No Experience Required.
Helping home workers since 2001! Genuine
Opportunity. Start Immediately! www.In-
comeMailers.net (VOID IN SD, WI) (MCN)

FINANCIAL

Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, call: 866-871-
1626 (MCN)

FOR SALE
Trailer Close-Out Sale! New ST205/75D15
on mod wheel $69.00; 4 place snowmobile
trailers 20’ & 24’; Fuel Tank trailers: 500
gallon, 990 gallon & no tank trailers; 7’X16’
V-nose ramp door $4,199.00; 14,000# skid-
loader trailer $3649.00. Trailer Repairs,
Hitches, Parts and much more. 515-972-
4554 www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com for
prices & information!

FRUIT & NUT TREES. Blueberry, Straw-
berry, Grape, Asparagus, Evergreen &
Hardwood Plants & MORE! FREE catalog.
WOODSTOCK NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95,
Neillsville, WI 54456. Toll Free 888-803-
8733 wallace-woodstock.com
(MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost. 
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 1-800-263-4059 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer! FREE BATTERIES
for Life! Call to start your free trial! 855-
982-0724 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00!Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery.
Call today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Internet.
High-Speed. Available Anywhere! Speeds
to 15 mbps. Starting at $59.99/mp. Call for
Limited Time Price! 844-292-0678 (MCN)

Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed.
No contract or commitment. We buy your
existing contract up to $500! 1-800-919-
3588 (MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month.
Call 1-800-712-9365 (MCN)

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming. FREE Install (up
to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR. 
Call 1-800-390-3140 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-442-
5148 (MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! 
Call 1-888-389-0695. 
www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock in 2-Year Price
Guarantee ($50/month) w/AT&T Wireless.
Over 145 Channels PLUS Popular Movie
Networks for Three Months, No Cost! 
Call 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card when
you sign up today - Limited time Only. 
CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS
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SPORTS
Railers boys get

a big win
over Central

With the month of January coming to a close, the
Newton High School boys basketball team is tired of
hearing about moral victories. The time to start win-
ning is now, and the Railers are going into February
fighting, with a 61-56 win over No. 3 Salina Central
on Jan. 31.

“This means so much right now,” Newton junior
guard Cailen Valdez said. “I feel like at the start of
the year we didn’t really know how to win. Now we
are starting to come together as a team. We are put-
ting it together and things are just starting to fall
into place.

From the start, Newton stood toe-to-toe with
Salina Central. With Ty Berry sharp shooting from
the outside and keeping defenders at bay with the
threat to put the ball on the floor and go to the bas-
ket, room opened up for Damarius Peterson and
C’Anthony Kelley on the inside. Newton held an 8-7
edge over the Mustangs after one quarter.

In the second quarter, the Railers stared down
some real adversity. If a technical foul after a ques-
tionable call against Peterson wasn’t enough to deal
with, senior team leader Kelley slammed the floor
and had to leave the game.

“C’Anthony, he is a big part of this team,” Valdez
said. “He comes to practice every day, and he works
his butt off. And we knew that he probably wasn’t
going to be back for this game, so we said we were
going to come back and win this game for C. It really
brought us together as a team and brought us a little
motivation.”

And after trailing Central, Newton clawed back to
cut the Mustang lead to 18-17 at the half. 

With a Peterson lay-in to open the third quarter,
the Railers retook the lead at 19-18 and used the mo-
mentum for a 7-0 run to open the second half with a
24-18 lead.

But after the big Newton push to open the third,
Central came firing back. With a three-pointer from
Brayden Neuschafer the Mustangs cut the Railer
lead to 31-29.

The Mustangs fought back to take a 34-33 lead
after three.

Just like in the third, the Railers opened the
fourth with a loud bucket to take the lead. This one a
Berry three, his third of the game to give Newton a
36-34 lead. With a 9-2 run, the Railers jumped out to
a 42-36 lead in the fourth quarter.

Unlike the third quarter, Newton didn’t let up in
the fourth. A steal led to a fast-break layup for
Valdez that put Newton up 46-38 with four and a
half minutes left. 

The Railers sealed the win on the free throw line.
“The time that I really started to feel it was 14 sec-

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Jada Berry goes up for a layup against Bishop Miege in the championship game of the Newton Invitational on Jan. 28 in Newton. The Railers
took second place after a 47-39 loss to the Stags.

Newton Invitational
Railer girls take second in annual event

The Newton High School girls basketball team had-
n’t had to deal with being punched in the mouth this
season. That is until an abysmal second quarter
against Bishop Miege in the championship game of
the Newton Invitational. With turnover after
turnover, the Railers were outscored 15-5 and trailed
28-13 at the half. It was uncharted territory for the
undefeated top-ranked team in 5A, dazed on the can-
vas and staring up at the lights.

But throughout the course of the season, Newton
has handled every pressure-packed moment by having
fun with each other and embracing the spotlight. In
the first half against Miege, the Railers got away from
that enjoyment and made a decision in the locker
room to get back to having fun.

“I think in the first half, we just let them get to us
and then everyone was just kind of picking each other
apart,” Newton senior Abby Schmidt. “We were like,

‘This isn’t who we are. This isn’t why we play basket-
ball. We play basketball to have fun as a team and
with each other and with the coaches.”

In the second half, the girls picked themselves up
and started fighting back. Though the comeback at-
tempt fell short in a 47-39 loss to the Stags, the Rail-
ers had themselves within striking distance late in
the fourth quarter, showing a resiliency that was ex-
actly how head coach Randy Jordan wanted them to
respond. 

“I didn’t figure they would quit,” Jordan said. “And
they didn’t. That’s all we talked about at halftime was
that we couldn’t do Xs and Os to fix what happened.
But we had to go out and play with pride. I thought
we played with pride, conviction and made a game out
of it.”

The long fight back in the second half was led by
emotional leader DesiRay Kernal. In the third quar-
ter, Kernal scored five points to help Newton cut the
lead to 37-24 after three. And in the fourth quarter,
she found another gear, scoring 11 points to help bring
the Railers to within 41-37 with three minutes left. 

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See RAILERS / 12

Wrestlers take on tough competition at Rocky Welton

If the Tournament of Champions
in Newton wasn’t a tough enough
test, the Newton High School
wrestlers traveled to Garden City
to take on some of the best
wrestlers from Kansas and beyond
in the Rocky Welton Invitational.
Facing competition from Colorado
and Nebraska as well as Kansas,
the Railers held their own, finish-
ing in a tie for 12th place with
Canon City with 97 points.

With an eye-popping sophomore
season, 182-pound Wyatt Hen-
drickson has steadily beaten some
of the best in the state. At the
Rocky Welton, Hendrickson was on
a collision course with All-Class
and 5A No. 1 Clay Lautt from St.
James Academy in a possible state
championship preview. 

Against Lautt, Hendrickson met
his match, losing by fall in the
semifinals. In the consolation

semifinals, Hendrickson bounced
back with a 4-0 decision over Jesse
Nunez from Garden City before
losing to Jayden Woodruff from
Ponderosa, Colo., in the third
place match.

Newton’s own all-class top-
ranked Logan Treaster has passed
every test Kansas has thrown at
him. But in Garden City, it took a
wrestler from Pomona, Colo.,
Colton Yapoujian, to beat him 2-1
in the semifinals. In the consola-
tion semifinals, Treaster got a pin
over James Ruona from Canon
City, Colo., and took a 3-1 decision
over Andrew Lucero from Pueblo
East, Colo., to take third at the
tournament.

Grant Treaster has had a big
season in his freshman year and
made it to the semifinals in Gar-
den City before falling to Wyatt
Yapoujian from Pomona. Grant
picked up a 5-2 decision over Zeon
Ortega from Canon City in the
consolation semifinals and fin-
ished third, beating Garden City’s
Silas Pineda 6-2.

Cyle Gautschi made his way
onto the podium at 220 pounds,
bouncing back from a sudden vic-
tory loss in the consolation semifi-
nals to pin Dominic Stean from St.
James in the fifth place match. 

At 132 pounds, Brody Roberson
picked up eight team points with a
ninth place finish. After falling to
Aaden Valdez from Pueblo East in
the fourth consolation round,
Roberson got back on track with a
4-2 decision over Malachi Salas
from Garden City. In the ninth
place match, Roberson came
through for the team with a 10-2
major decision over Colby’s Sean
Rall.

Andrew Trowbridge found him-
self in the 11th place match after a
couple of losses in the consolation
bracket at 126 pounds. Trowbridge
took 11th with a 5-2 decision over
Daniel Joey Shaw from Doherty,
Colo. Trowbridge got himself deep
in the consolation bracket with a
couple of pins, one over Colton Flo-
res from Holcomb and one over

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See WRESTLERS / 13

Bethel women pick up
second win of season

It had been a long time since the Bethel College
womens basketball team got a win. The Threshers
came into the matchup with Central Christian riding
a frustrating 19-game losing streak, including a cou-
ple of overtime losses to McPherson.

But after a 79-54 win over the Tigers, Bethel is
back in the win column for the first time since the
season opener against Central Christian, moving the
record to 2-19.

Forward Kylee Schunn had a double-double with 18
points and 10 rebounds, both team highs. Karlie
Schroeder scored 15 points, Riley Schmieder had 13,
and Elise Gerlach chipped in 10. Michelle Schrag led
the team with four steals, and JDaijon Sumpter led
the team with five assists. 

The Threshers jumped on the Tigers from the be-
ginning, outscoring Central Christian 17-8 in the first
quarter. 

See BETHEL / 13

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Cailen Valdez drives to the basket during the first quarter of a 61-56
win for Newton over Salina Central on Jan. 31 in Newton. 

BY MIKE MENDEZ
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mike@harveycountynow.com

See BOYS / 13



Today brought a kind of stunning
reality. February is already here.
It is little more than a sprint to

March at this point. 
But before we can get there, February

means a couple of things: state swim-
ming and state wrestling. 

Both of these events are a little bit
like setting yourself on fire and trying
to run to put it out. There is a lot going
on in a short amount of time. One after
the other, they roll through events in an
attempt to pack these massive champi-
onships into a two-day weekend. There
is no time to catch your breath. There is
no time to think. There is only a race to
take in everything at once.

And it is a blast.
Having covered both of these champi-

onships on a massive scale, covering
everybody, I am really looking forward
to being able to zero in on Newton. I
have tried my hand at doing a live blog
from state wrestling at Hartman Arena,
just me, watching eight matches at
once. 

And it is still one of my favorite
events of the year. I am pretty excited
about the Railers’ chances to get some
guys to the podium this year. They have
such a good mix of experienced leaders
along with some younger guys who will
be getting their first shot on the big
stage. If a guy like Logan Treaster, who
is a senior going after a second state
title, can’t impart any wisdom on
younger guys like his brother Grant, or

sophomore Wyatt Hendrickson, they
might be beyond help. 

The finals at state wrestling have all
the appeal of a prize fight. The sport of
wrestling at its core is so simple. You
are not trying to advance a ball into a
scoring zone. You are simply trying to
physically tie someone up until they
can’t move. And at the same time, noth-
ing is harder than that. It is the art of
suppressing and then unleashing ag-
gression in the correct fractions of a sec-
ond. It is a practice that brings out raw
emotion, for better and worse. 

Winners, some of the toughest guys
you never want to find yourself in a
fight with, are reduced to tears, leaping
into their coaches arms. Losers are dev-
astated, having come so close but falling
a match short. That high drama hap-
pens 14 times in a row. 

State swimming is something that
doesn’t seem nearly as brutal on the
surface. But consider the fact that hu-

mans were not meant to be in the
water. Swimming is to see who is the
best at not drowning. 

Working out a few years ago, the gym
I was at had a pool. Every day I would
be on the cardio machines looking at
that pool through the window. I remem-
bered how much fun swimming was as
a kid, and I know that it is a fantastic
work out, so one day I decided I was
going to skip the machines and go for a
dip. 

It didn’t take very
many laps before I got
exhausted and with very
little fight left in me,
smack dab in the middle
of the pool with the
safety of the sides what
seemed like 100 miles
away. Somehow I made it
out and didn’t die. As I
pulled myself out, I came
from the water with an
all new appreciation for
swimmers. When people
tell you what a tough
workout swimming is,
just realize that you
don’t really get it until
you have had to fight for
your life.

This is kind of a re-
building year for the
Railer swimmers. But
they are not without
some fast kids who are

on a mission to get into the finals. Shae-
don Wedel, Ryan Hirsh, Conner Eker-
berg Ethan Torres and Joey Perales are
fast. Newton took fourth at Wichita
Northwest over the weekend, and that
is always a tough meet. 

The winter sports postseason is
nearly here. So let’s get fired up.

Mike Mendez is the sports editor for
the Newton Now and can be reached by

e-mail at mike@harveycountynow.com
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Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Hale's Sales and Service
804 SE 125th N
Sedgwick, Ks 67135

Ph# 316.772.5853
Fax 316.772.0043

www.halessalesandservice.com

Hale's Sales as Sales and Servicea
804 S

ww .halessalesandserwww

Fax 316.772.0043
Ph# 316.772.5853

Sedgwick, Ks 67135
804 SE 125th N

.comviceandser

(316)283-3729

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

Friday, February 3, 2017 � 7:00am to 7:00pm
at The Newton Recreation Center

17th Annual Kiwanis Club of Newton

AllYou Can Eat Pancakes!

All proceeds go to
local organizations 

to benefit 
Harvey County

February means the winter postseason is here

DROP THE MIKE

MIKE MENDEZ

“We weren’t playing as a
team,” Kernal said. “We
were playing as individu-
als. And as coach said,
‘Team first.’ We just
wanted it really bad, so
we came out and fought
our hardest. The confi-
dence was really high. I
just think we didn’t run
our set plays as well. In
the third to fourth quar-
ter we did, but I just wish
it was there in the first
and second quarter.”

Coming into the tour-
nament packed with a
loaded field, Jordan was
eager for the team to get
tested. The test unfortu-
nately came at the cost of
the first loss of the sea-
son. But it was important
for the team to get hit.
The pressure of playing
in the championship of
the Newton Invitational

is big. But it is nothing
compared to the pressure
of the postseason, when a
loss will mean the end of
the season. 

“We got punched early
tonight, and we have
never been there, and I
didn’t think we knew how
to respond,” Jordan said.
“Once we settled down,
we played basketball. I
think more than anything
we just got punched and
didn’t know what to do.
That is going to help us
in the long run. I don’t
think we will respond
like that again if someone
hits us like that. I think
we grew over these three
days. We’ve matured. We
ran into a great, tradi-
tion-rich program which
made us a lot better.”

The loss stung the
team. But the commit-
ment to having fun play-
ing a game with each
other hasn’t changed. If
anything, the loss

brought them closer to-
gether. 

“They are having a
lock-in tonight,” Jordan
said. “They want to be
around each other. They
enjoy being around each
other. I thought in the
first half they weren’t
playing together. They
talked about that at half-
time and said they
needed to fix that.”

When the team has fun
together, the gravity of
the situation doesn’t feel
so heavy. 

The Railers have found
a way to thrive in the
pressure. It has led to the
team’s success so far this
season and a loss to
Miege is just something
to learn from and move
on. 

“It is not a fun experi-
ence,” Kernal said. “But
we are learning from it,
and we are going to come
back Monday and fix
those problems that we

had in the first quarter
and be ready for Salina
Central on Tuesday. Since
we weren’t used to it,
since we were unde-
feated, we just didn’t
know how to pick up on
that. When we were down
we didn’t know how to
pick each other up. I
think we still fought. But
we still need to work on
those things.”

RAILERS
From Page 11

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
The Newton girls basketball team accepts the second place plaque after a 47-39 loss to Bishop Miege in the championship game of the Newton In-
vitational on Jan. 28 in Newton. 



Juan Urbina from
Ulysses.

Colby Beer found him-
self in the consolation
bracket at 195 pounds
after losing in the second
round of the champi-
onship side. Like Trow-
bridge, Beer won the next
two matches and made it
to the 11th place match.
But with a 4-0 decision,
Beer fell to Ian Clear
from Ponderosa and took
12th.

Kadin McBee took 14th
after picking up a sudden
victory win over Noah
Rivera from Pueblo East

and a pin over Joslyn An-
derson from Fountain-Ft.
Carson, Colo., got him
into the 13th place
match. In the final

match, McBee fell to
Jarett Nakamura from
Pueblo Centennial, Colo.,
7-0.

The Railers will con-

tinue their tough sched-
ule with a league dual
against 6A No. 5 Campus
on Thursday, Feb. 2, at
Campus High School.
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Your Independent Agency since 1978

Call Us For A Custom Quote & Personal Attention

1023 Washington Road, , KS 67114
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Hi. I’m Bongo!  I am a Orange Shorthair 
Tabby who loves to open the doors in the cat 
room, and get inside the cabinets there to get 
some privacy and maybe take        a nap. I am   

Open 
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 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

WRESTLERS
From Page 11

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Brody Roberson wrestles against Salina South in a dual on Dec. 15 at Newton High School. Roberson took ninth place at the Rocky Welton Invita-
tional on Jan. 28 in Garden City. 

In the second quarter,
the Tigers bit back, play-
ing right with Bethel in a
high-scoring 24-24 second.
But the Threshers had a
41-32 lead at the half.

In the third quarter,
Bethel had its highest of-
fensive output of the
game, scoring 28 points to
create some breathing

room with a 69-47 lead.
In the fourth quarter,

the Threshers were able to
coast to a win for the sec-
ond time against Central
Christian this season.

Bethel was 31-for-65
from the field, shooting
47.7 percent while holding
the Tigers to 16-for-52,
shooting 30.8 percent.
Bethel out-rebounded
Central Christian 51-27
and dominated the scoring
in the paint 40-12.

BETHEL
From Page 11

Gillispie Field gets an upgrade

When the youth base-
ball teams of Newton
take the field at Centen-
nial Park this summer,
they will have upgraded
facilities at Gillispie
Field, complete with new
bleachers, dugouts, fenc-
ing and concrete around
the diamond. The up-
grades come as a part of
the school district mill
levy for the Newton
Recreation Commission
last year.

“The improvements are
going to help bringing
people,” Recreation Com-
mission Sports Field Di-
rector Joel Smith said,
“bringing more home
games to town, getting
more people who want to
play here.”

The City of Newton
provided the concrete

around the diamond. The
Recreation Commission is
putting up the bleachers,
fencing and dugouts.
While the bleachers and
concrete are in, the fenc-
ing will go up on Feb. 1,
with the goal for the
dugouts being within the

month.
The project is part of a

larger round of improve-
ments around the city,
with bleachers coming to
Washington Park next.

“I think the biggest
need is improving the fa-
cilities for the younger

kids,” Smith said. “We
have some nicer fields for
the older kids, but mak-
ing an improvement for
the younger kids is a big
priority right now.”

The Newton Recreation
Commission takes a ton
of pride in its sports ven-
ues, which include facili-
ties like Fischer Field
that hosts the 8-man
state football champi-
onships every year that
kids from small schools
look forward to. A contin-
uing improvement
around the city means
even more pride for the
city.

“When you have facili-
ties that are nice, it is a
lot easier and more fun to
take care of,” Smith said,
“and we take a lot more
pride in what we do. Peo-
ple come to see it. When
people come and see it
and like it, it just makes
it that much more excit-
ing for your town.”

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com
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The new bleachers stand behind home plate at Gillispie Field in Cen-
tennial Park. The diamond will get new dugouts and fencing around the
field as well. 

Late-game heroics lead
Bethel to win over Ottawa

The Bethel men’s basketball team wants a spot in the
Kansas Collegiate Athletic Conference (KCAC) tourna-
ment. And with a 73-71 win over Ottawa, the Threshers
are giving themselves a chance. 

Trailing 71-70 with a minute left in the game, three-
time KCAC Defensive Player of the Week Chris Robin-
son stepped up big. At the foul line with about 30
seconds left, Robinson made both shots to put Bethel up
72-71. On the defensive end of the floor, Robinson came
up with a block to keep Ottawa off the board. A Chase
Banister steal and free throw put the Threshers up 73-
71 with five seconds left and a three-point try from the
Braves at the end was off the mark in a Bethel win. 

Deven Goodwin led the team with 20 points, and
Banister was close behind with 18. Goodwin led the
team with five steals. Robinson was two points away
from a double-double with 12 rebounds and eight
points. Terrell Marshall led the team with five assists,
and Robinson had four. 

Bethel started fast with a 19-5 lead on a Marshall
bucket in the first half. But Ottawa came back to cut
the lead to 31-28 at the half. 

In the second half, a three-pointer from Titus Rice
gave Ottawa its first lead of the game at 38-37 with
about 16 and a half minutes left. From there, the game
was played in a phone booth. But with clutch free
throws and hard-nosed defense, Bethel took the lead for
good at the end. With the win, Bethel is sitting at 5-11
in the conference, one spot behind Oklahoma Wesleyan
at 6-9 in the eighth spot. The Threshers have six games
left in the regular season, starting with a Feb. 2
matchup with Southwestern College in Winfield.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

onds left when Ty said we
just beat Central,” Valdez
said.

Berry finished with 29
points in the game and
Peterson had 14. Justen
Schroeder was in double
figures as well with 10
points. Valdez had four
points, Kelby Lawrence
had two, while Kelley
and Jamieson Jones had
one point each.

BOYS
From Page 11

MIKE MENDEZ/
NEWTON NOW

Newton’s Tyler
Neufeld battles
under the basket
in the first quar-
ter of a 61-56 win
over Salina Cen-
tral on Jan. 31 in
Newton. 



One day, Ole McKel-
lip and his wife,
Chris, were out-

side, pondering what to
call Ole's art shop at their
rural Newton residence.
As it turns out, inspira-
tion was lying dead
nearby.

“There was a flat toad
lying in the driveway, and
there it was,” Ole McKel-
lip said about his shop's
name, which is Flat Toad
Iron Works.

About four or five years
ago, McKellip started
making yard art incorpo-
rating rebar, fence posts
and shovel heads in every
piece. He calls his type of
art “rebart,” and uses a
variety of techniques to
create it, including weld-
ing and bending.

“I thought everybody
should have a piece of
farm equipment in their
yard,” he said, walking up
to what appeared to be a
life-size farmer on a
plough being pulled by
three large lizards.

“I'd made the lizards,
and I put the plough out
here, and I thought I'd
have the lizards pull the
plough,” he said on a
sunny afternoon. One of
the lizards has wings.

Pieces McKellip made
are scattered throughout
the yard or in his shop;
these include sunflowers,
a dog, an alligator, and
sculptures of his son,
Brad, and daughter,
Charlotte.

The sculpture of his son
has him sitting down,
wearing a cowboy hat and
playing the harmonica
and guitar. To fashion the
guitar, McKellip said he
traced Brad's 1964
Fender Mustang. He said
Brad was in a band,
Radar Ray and the
Creekbusters, while in
college, as well as playing
in a Bethel College jazz
band.

“So I try to put a little
everyday life into what I
put out there,” McKellip
said. “I'm working on
Charlotte here.”

The likeness of Char-
lotte, who's a nurse at
Newton Medical Center,
appears to be standing
behind her brother. McK-
ellip plans to make a
stethoscope for her sculp-
ture.

McKellip also said
Brad's sculpture would be
5 feet, 9 inches tall if it
was standing; that's
Brad's actual height.

In addition to incorpo-
rating rebar, fence post
and a shovel head for
Brad, McKellip also used
aluminum tread plate
and wood on the guitar.

During the tour of his
yard, McKellip also
showed a 6-1/2-foot long
alligator he made, which
has teeth made from
rakes. He said he'll prob-
ably put the alligator out
back.

McKellip, who works at
Spirit, said when he re-
tires in another year he
plans to work on projects
such as these.

Also during the tour, he
pointed out a dog he
made with a collar made
from World War I trench
wire. The dog is holding a
metal human arm in his

mouth.
“I've got this fine and

dandy dog out here,” he
said.

McKellip's wife Chris
got him started in this
type of work when they
were at a show.

“This all started be-
cause we went to the
lawn and garden show [in
Wichita],” McKellip said.
“Some guy had yard art
there. She asked if I could
do something like that. I
said, 'Sure.'”

He enjoys it.
“It's relaxing stress re-

lief,” he said. “If you don't
get it right the first time,
you can cut another piece
and bend it or weld it.”

He's kept most of his
work at his residence and
given it away; McKellip
doesn't sell his work.

“I think you sell your
soul when you start sell-
ing stuff,” he said. “It's
better to give it away.”

He said, however, he
might change his mind
once he retires.

One of the works he
gave away was a winged
lizard walking a two-
headed, six-legged dog to
The Grassroots Arts Cen-
ter in Lucas.

McKellip's favorite

piece of art is a little dog
he made for Brad; it was
an early piece he created,
and it's simpler than
other things he's made.
Both he and Brad like it.

“He calls it Rusty, be-
cause it sits outside and
gets rusty,” McKellip
said.

The rural Newton resi-
dent said he makes art
for himself.

“I just do it for my own
personal satisfaction,” he
said. “They seem to make
people happy. You sit and
think about how you're
going to do it, so it keeps
your mind going.”

Nothing turns out as
well as he'd like, McKel-
lip said.

“But you're working
with rebar and shovel
heads,” he said.

Also in their yard is a
set of lawn furniture
McKellip made, which in-
cludes two chairs and a
bench, using a variety of
materials, including
wood, steel wheels, tiller
tines and harness hames.
He also made a set for his
daughter, so there's prob-
ably only two sets in the
world like it.

Creating art and furni-
ture isn't the only things

he does. McKellip, who
did body work for 20
years, also restored a
1952 Willys Overland
truck, which is in his
large shop. The year 1952
is the year he was born.

“I did everything except
the engine, and I had it
done,” McKellip said,
adding he did it about 10
years ago. “My wife actu-
ally found it for me.”

One of their old skydiv-
ing friends actually had
the truck, and Chris told
Ole about it. He bought it
from the friend.

“It's kinda nice to have
a vehicle the year you
were born,” he said. “It
kinda makes you sound
old, but I am.”

McKellip is fashioning
his shop with a 1940s-’50s
theme, which includes
several gas pumps from
that time period. On
three of them, he stripped
and painted them and
added new globes.

“They don't pump gas,
but they look good,” McK-

ellip said, adding they are
a calming influence when
they light up.

McKellip likes to have
an even number of things.

“I've got two of every-
thing because I've got two
kids, so when I die, they
don't have to fight over
everything,” he said.
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Celebrating 20 Years in Newton
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0072-382-613|4

1525 N. Main
NEWTON 

316.283.8544

Most 
Insurance 
Accepted

Manual, Activator or Impulse
    gun manipulations

Acupuncture
Custom made orthotics
Whole food supplements

Happy
Valentine’s

Day!

1035 SE 3rd St
Newton, KS 67114

316-283-6600
www.kschristianhome.org

Providing
SKILLED 
NURSING

and
CUTTING 

EDGE 
THERAPY
services to 
help you 
and your 

loved ones 
resume an 
active life. 

 Independent Living, Independent Living Plus 
 & Skilled Nursing Center.

Patrick Charlsen

Family Owned, Locally Operated, Customer Valued

800-279-8207 / 316-804-4946
ww.charlseninsurance.com

Happy and rusty: McKellip creates works of art from rebar, fence posts, shovel heads
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Ole McKellip does some welding work in his shop. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Ole McKellip looks through the sculpture he did of a dog. To see more
photos of McKellip’s work, visit www.harveycountynow.com.


