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School board members, from left, Dick Koontz, Barbara Bunting, Steve Richards and
Carol Sue Stayrook Hobbs listen to board member Matt Treaster speak about the 
upcoming bond election. 
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Above: Nathan
Carr, IT man at
Newton Public Li-
brary, stands near
“maker” types of
items at the li-
brary. 

Left: Newton resi-
dent Mark Glade
works on a wood
project in his
home shop. 
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AN IN-DEPTH LOOK

This week we took the time
to break down the bond infor-
mation the Newton School
Board has, or at least what
was in their packets at the
most recent meeting, in order
for our readers to be as in-
formed as the board members
are about the current deci-
sions.

The options in the packet
are a bit different from the
original options presented. 

The school board's packet in-
cluded five bond options, now
ranging from $52 million to
$77.5 million. 

All options
provide remod-
eling to the
high school.
Now most in-
clude options
to remodel
Walton Rural
Life Center,
however, with
only one option
out of five
shutting it
down.

Assistant Superintendent
Russ Miller said, to his knowl-
edge, what was in the packet
was the most current list of op-
tions, but the options continue
to remain fluid as administra-
tion accommodates feedback
received from the community

and board members. 
And while it didn't come up

in meeting discussion, there
are at least now financial esti-
mates on what a bond issue
would cost Newton residents
included in the packet.  

Financing
The district still has $35 mil-

lion of debt. The bond issue
would likely be “wrapped
around,” meaning, from infor-
mation provided at the meet-
ing, the district would try to
set a stable rate to pay off both
bonds, first paying down the
existing bond and the interest
of the new bond and then
transferring all of the bond

Breaking down the changing bond options
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See BOND / 8
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A newly formed group in town wants to get folks
who usually create things by themselves out of the
woodwork, so to speak, including folks who do
woodworking and all other kinds of creative en-
deavors, whether it's knitting, crocheting, quilting,
automotive or computer work.

“People who enjoy spending time in their shop,
by nature, they're solitary people,” said one of the
group's organizers Mark Glade. “That's their
happy place.”

They, as a rule, don't go out and share their
knowledge with others, he said.

The new group, Harvey County Maker Club,
which had its first meeting about three weeks ago,
is where people can learn and share.

“This is a cool place to come and find people with
similar passions,” Mark said. 

Another group member, Glade's wife Cassie
Glade, gave another reason for having the group.

“We're finding people who like to create; they
want to learn everything under the sun,” she said.

The group meets at 7 p.m. the fourth Thursday
of each month at Newton Public Library. There is
no cost to attend, and the next meeting is on
Thursday, Feb. 23. At the first meeting, interests
represented included photography, knitting, cro-
cheting, screen printing, wood and metalworking,
glass working, programming, graphic design and
automotive.

“Basically, it's a group that we wanna get people
together to share knowledge and resources,” Mark
said. “If you wanna learn something, hopefully we
can find someone who has that knowledge instead
of watching it on YouTube,” adding people can,
through the group, learn hands-on, which he
thinks is a much more effective way to learn.

The four folks who attended the interview on
Saturday, the Glades of Newton, as well as Kyle
Blocher of Newton, and Nathan Carr, who is the IT
man at Newton Public Library, all enjoy creating.

Maker’s mark
Group looking for folks

who like to create
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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Newton native Miguel Johns
swam with a shark, and he en-
joyed it.

This wasn't the usual kind of
blood-thirsty shark. Johns proba-
bly didn't fear getting bit. It was
one of the “sharks” from the TV
show “Shark Tank,” which airs
on Friday nights. This particular
shark was Damond John, an
American businessman who
founded the clothing line FUBU,
who also is a TV personality, in-
vestor, motivational speaker and
author.

Johns went onstage with John
as part of the Wichita Chamber
of Commerce annual event.

“He's really friendly,” Johns
said about John, adding the
“shark,” who seems to be one of
the friendlier sharks on the TV
show, really liked Johns' app,
coming out of the company for
which Johns is CEO, KingFit
Health and Performance based in
Wichita, which will launch in
March.

Johns said John gave him
phone numbers of people with
whom he's connected in health
care.

“We're a health-care technology
company focused on diabetes ed-
ucation,” the 2010 Newton High
School graduate said about King-
Fit. “There's over 30 million peo-
ple with diabetes just in

Local app
makers set
to change
wellness

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See APP / 8

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Judy Brees made this vessel and fashioned it to look like a cat.

One of Judy Brees' favorite pieces of
artwork she's done is a pot called “The
Pergatorium.” It stands a foot or so
high with skulls and images of people
either having fun or trying to make
their way to the top of the pot as at-
tached sculptures.

“The only people who're having fun
aren't trying to climb to get to the top,”
Brees said.

Then, her teen daughter, Branwyn,
whispered, “It's a metaphor.”

Brees said this was a pot she made
“pre-kid,” or before she had her daugh-
ter.

The Newton resident has a variety

of works made of clay for sale at Clay-
works Gallery in downtown Newton.
Many of them are whimsical sculp-
tures, some in the form of rooms, like a
wizard tower complete with cats, or
others can be libraries with lots of cats
swarming about and books. Most of
her works are incense burners in vari-
ous shapes, many of which are drag-
ons; when one burns incense, smoke
comes out the dragon's mouth. There's
even a frog incense burner.

Brees also makes castles and even
has at least a couple of pieces that are
music boxes. There are also snowmen,
giraffe and zebra mugs, and a con-
tainer of “Wee Beasties,” including
birds, pigs, sheep, frogs, at least one
snake and dogs.

Brees creates whimsical works of art from clay
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See ART /13

Tax season can be boon
for some - Page 14

Railers ready for state
after tough meet
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One summer, when I
was volunteering
at camp, I was re-

cruited to be in a skit
where the actors had to
do whatever the narrator
said.

It was silly, and the
kids loved watching us all
make fools of ourselves
while we were directed to
crawl around and say
weird phrases. My char-
acter had to eat choco-
late—lots of it. 

The joke was supposed
to be that the chocolate
was baking chocolate, and
it would lead to me mak-
ing disgusted faces while
I shoved the bitter stuff in
my mouth. Unfortunately
for the folks narrating the
skit, I loved it.

I’ve always loved dark
chocolate, and whoever
bought this bar thought
that an 80-percent dark
chocolate bar was the
same as a bitter, sugar-
less baking chocolate bar.
It was the best skit I’ve
ever been in.

It should be no sur-
prise, then, that when I
spotted this recipe for a
dark chocolate pound
cake, I jumped at the
chance to bake it, and I
was not disappointed.
This cake was so dark, it

was almost black, and it
was delicious.

I found the recipe on
the blog “Food, Folks and
Fun.” You can find the
original at foodfolksand-
fun.net/2016/02/dark-
chocolate-pound-cake/. I
added a little extra
vanilla, and while I would
normally say you can just
use normal cocoa powder
instead of the dark stuff,
I’d get the dark powder
for this recipe. It’s worth
it.

Dark Chocolate
Pound Cake

Ingredients
2/3 cup boiling water
1-1/2 cup dark,

unsweetened cocoa pow-
der

4 ounces dark choco-
late, chopped

1 pound butter, soft-
ened

2 cups sugar
1/2 cup brown sugar
2 tablespoons vanilla
10 eggs
2 cups flour
2 teaspoons salt

Directions
Grease a bundt pan and

coat it with cocoa powder.
Set aside.

Preheat the oven to 325
degrees.

Pour the cocoa powder
and chopped chocolate
(the finer you chop it, the
better) in a bowl and pour
the boiling water over top
of it. Stir until the powder
is moistened and the
chocolate is melted (it will
make a crumbly mixture).
Set it aside to cool.

In a mixing bowl, beat
the butter, sugars, vanilla
and chocolate mixture for
several minutes until it’s
fluffy.

Add in the eggs, beat-
ing the mixture after each
one.

Mix in the flour and
salt. Once everything is
well combined, pour the
batter into the prepared
bundt pan. Drop the pan
on the counter a few
times to get rid of air bub-
bles.

Bake for 80-90 minutes
or until a toothpick in-
serted near center comes
out clean (I had to let
mine go quite a bit longer
than I thought I would
until it was done.).

Cool the cake for about
20-30 minutes and then
invert on a plate to re-
move.

This isn’t an overly
moist cake, despite the
pound of butter in it, so if

that’s not your preference,
or if you’d just like a little
more sweetness to cut the
bitterness of the dark
chocolate, I’d recommend
serving this with some
whipped cream.

Also, if you’re looking
for a cake that just looks

impressive, I’d say this is
one of the prettiest cakes
I’ve ever made. The color
just made it look deli-
cious. 

And the good news was
that I got to eat my piece
of cake slowly and really
enjoy it rather than stuff-

ing it in my mouth. Al-
though, depending on the
circumstances, I might be
persuaded to try that, too.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now and
is a graduate of Bethel
College in North Newton.

Come to the dark side…of chocolate

North Newton council hears car burglary report

The departure of former
Bethel College president
Perry White and his wife
Dalene left some holes for
the North Newton City
Council to fill. In a short
and sweet council meeting
on Feb. 12, the council
moved to appoint Danny
Benbrook to Dalene’s seat
on the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission and Joel
Gaeddert to Perry’s seat
on the Harvey County
Economic Development
Council and approved the
motion with a unanimous

vote.
Councilman Jim Goer-

ing, who is the chair of the
North Newton Community
Foundation (NNCF), an-
nounced that the funds for
the foundation are up two
percent from last month.
The NNCF will have ap-
proximately $8,000 in
grant money to be
awarded in 2017. The ap-
plication process to receive
a grant from the founda-
tion will open on March 6
and go through April 3.
Applications can be made
at centralkansascf.org. Go-
ering said that with the
amount slated to be
awarded this year, the
NNCF, along with the

Central
Kansas Com-
munity Foun-
dation, will
have
awarded
around
$23,100 since
its inception
in 2011. The
City of North Newton also
has $10,000 in matching
funds available for gifts
made to the foundation.

A project to build a
cedar fence to block the
view of a generator at the
intersection of 30th and
Main St. has a tentative
donor who may pay the
costs. The landscaping
project will come to the

city council in March,
which will be a busy
month with the North
Newton Master Bike Plan
coming as well.

The city approved ac-
counts payable of
$426,068, with two big
bills coming in the form of
half the payment to New-
ton for fire services and for
water and sewer instilla-
tion at the North Woods
Plaza.

City Clerk Pat Redding
reported the cost of emer-
gency fire services from
Newton dropped about
$7,000. Mayor Ron Braun
said the city had over-bud-
geted for the service in an-
ticipation that the cost

would go up, so the reduc-
tion is a good sign.

Superintendent Danny
Bisoni said they anticipate
the water and sewer proj-
ect at North Woods Plaza
to be finished this week.

Police Chief Randy Jor-
dan reported a string of
car burglaries near the
Kidron Bethel and Sumac
area. There were also
some car burglaries in
Newton and Sedgwick as
well. Jordan said there
was no forced entry into
the cars with no broken
windows, and the thieves
were searching for money
in unlocked vehicles. No
electronics were taken.
The North Newton Police

Department wants citi-
zens to be vigilant and
make sure they lock their
doors.

Jordan also reported
that a car was abandoned
in the parking lot of Kauff-
man Museum. The police
department discovered
that it was a rental car
from Hertz in Jackson,
Miss., and was way past
due to be returned. The
car was rented to a person
with an outstanding arrest
warrant for a felony sex-
ual assault. The person
had some ties to North
Newton and Newton, but
the police were not yet
sure exactly what the ties
are.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

Jordan

LINDSEY Y0UNG/NEWTON NOW
This dark chocolate pound cake is so dark it’s almost black. It has a great, deep chocolate flavor.



Harvey County has
reached a settlement
with Azzy Reckess on a
set of apartment build-
ings he owns in Halstead. 

Reckess has been a re-
curring name at county
commission meetings,
with the county attempt-
ing nearly a year ago to
auction off the Halstead
Hospital for back taxes,
only to have him to send
a six-figure check to the
county.

This time, the county
agreed to settle a tax dis-
pute with him on apart-
ment buildings he owns,

lowering
their eval-
uation in
exchange
for him ac-
cepting
previous
evalua-
tions. 

The as-
sessment of the proper-
ties will be dropped from
$315,000 to $154,000 for
2016, and Reckess will
accept that he owes taxes
on the properties’ previ-
ous evaluations from
2012-2015. 

County Appraiser
Craig Clough said that
the apartment properties
have devalued consider-
ably and grown more run
down in recent years
after sitting vacant. The
agreement also takes
care of any tax foreclo-
sure proceedings with the
properties. 

“So we're good for an-
other year,” Commis-

sioner Ron Krehbiel
quipped about the recur-
ring tax issues between
Reckess and the county. 

In other news, the
county approved the
sheriff's office’s purchase
of $9,900 worth of ammu-
nition; $3,500 of it will go
to the Emergency Re-
sponse Team, $600 worth
to sheriff administration
and investigations and
$5,800 for sheriff's pa-
trol.

The county commission
also approved the
county's week’s worth of
expenditures for
$116,160.26.

ETC.
The county approved

the sale of some surplus
equipment. The county
will sell a 2003 salt/sand
spreader, a mower flex
arm, eight smooth motor
grader tires, and stack-
able map case drawers.

The county heard dis-

cussion about BNSF
Railroad wanting to put
in a crossing at Rock
Road near Highway 50.

The planning commis-
sion approved licensing
for alcohol at the Grace
Hill Winery. The ap-
proval allows the winery
to serve keg beer at
events. 

The county approved
paying $30,412 and
$30,606 for two work
trucks from Rusty Eck
Ford. 

The commission held a
short executive session to
discuss attorney-client
privilege.

The school district is
going to pursue a bond
issue, and it selected a
date to have a vote. That
means the crowd of Wal-
ton supporters and dis-
trict patrons as a whole
will have to wait to know
just how much the bond
will cost as well as the
fate of Walton Rural Life
Center.

Newton Superintendent
Deborah Hamm later said
the district pushed back
the selection of a plan be-
cause it needed more time
to figure out all the
specifics of a suggested
plan and to put together a
detailed resolution that
would satisfy statutory
requirements.

Despite the lack of a de-
cision at Monday's meet-
ing in front of a full
house, it opened with a
long string of public com-
mentators, and most of
them had the same mes-
sage: mess with Walton,
and we'll mess with the
bond issue.

“We're your greatest
asset or we're your great-
est obstruction,” Newton
resident and WRLC sup-
porter Jeremy Schrag
said. “I would ask that
you give us the chance to
be your greatest asset.”

Schrag said the school
in Walton enjoyed strong
support, and that support
could be turned either
way in regard to a bond.

“I've seen rooms; I've
seen gymnasiums full of
individuals that care
deeply about Walton
Rural Life Center,” he
said, noting that the pre-
vious bond passed by only
800 votes.

“These several hundred
motivated people may be
able to convince one or
two more,” Schrag
warned the school board.
“In the era of social
media, that could be 10 or
20.”

Walton Mayor Barry
Wentz echoed that senti-
ment, saying if the dis-
trict would support
Walton, Walton would
support the district.

“Community would be
willing to get behind bond
initiative, providing there
was support for continu-
ing the Walton facility,"
he said.

Other parents spoke
about the importance of
the school to their chil-
dren and how the educa-
tion benefited them.

Josh Budde spoke on
behalf of the Harvey
County Conservation Dis-
trict in favor of the
school.

Parent Heidi Claassen
spoke about how if the
district would invest more
into the project-based
learning style at Walton,
it could mean large things
for USD 373.

“This could be our 'walk
on the moon' moment,”
she said.

The Newton School
Board packet listed five

options with costs now
from $56 million to $77
million. All options except
one would keep WRLC
open and remodel it. All
options would also reno-
vate and add on to the
high school. 

After the comments
concluded and the board
got through routine busi-
ness, it got on to the bond
issue subject.

Most board members
said they thought moving
forward with a bond issue
would be something they
supported. A financial ad-
viser talked to the school
district about doing an-
other wrap-around op-
tion—one that would try
to keep the mill levy at a
steady level, as the dis-
trict would pay off its ex-
isting $35 million bond
debt plus whatever debt
the district adopts.

It was the date of the
bond that split the BOE
on a voice vote of 4-3 to do
it in May.

BOE Member Renee
Erickson argued against

that date, saying it came
too fast and district pa-
trons deserved to have
time and details about
any bond issue they'd
vote for.

“I hesitate to rush this
one. I think people would
appreciate doing this
right and getting it done
quickly,” she said.

Erickson suggested the
district have the vote dur-
ing the general election in
November, saving it
$15,000 by not having to
hold a special election.

Board Member Carol
Sue Stayrook Hobbs said
she didn't want to hold
the election during the
general election because
it might politicize the
bond election.

“As board members,
we're supposed to come
out and look out for the
best interest to our chil-
dren,” she said. “I hate to
see one issue become so
political that the true
needs of students get
lost.”

Board President Dick
Koontz asked for each
board member to give a
date they wanted to see a
vote held.

Matt Treaster agreed
with Erickson, saying

he'd like to see more time
before the vote. Koontz
also echoed that senti-
ment.

Tim Hodge, who was at

the meeting by phone,
Barb Bunting, Stayrook
Hobbs and Steve
Richards said they
wanted to shoot for May.
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Meeting all your
banking needs

Meeting all your
banking needs

Member FDIC
NMLS: 791580

Financial Services including:
Personal • Business
Agriculture • Loans

Stop by one our locations today.

Newton North
1225 N. Main
(316)283-3035

Newton Wal-Mart
1701 S. Kansas Ave

(316)283-7350

Newton  South
2315 S. Kansas Ave

(316)283-7478

Now Open in Newton

> Expert clinical staff
> Oxygen setup and supplies
> Certified Mastectomy Fitters

> Certified Therapeutic Hosiery Fitters
> CPAPs and Supplies
> Insurance and Billing Specialists

Monday – Friday 9am to 6pm, and Saturday 9am to 1pm 
Phone: 844.477.0888 or Fax: 316.333.1998 

Health-E-Quip.com  |  120 E. 12th St., Newton, KS 67114

Health-E-Quip partners with your health care team to provide 
the personalized support you need to feel your best.
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Rental Cars
283-0789

130 E. 4th • 283-9100
“the nicest storage units in Newton”

BOE moving forward with a bond, date, but selects no plan
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Audience members clap after someone spoke in favor of keeping the Walton Rural Life Center during
the Monday night USD 373 Board of Education meeting.

LEFT: Walton Mayor Barry Wentz speaks to the board about keeping the school in Walton.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Heidi Claassen addresses the audience about the importance of keep-
ing the Walton school in Walton.

County comes to another settlement with Reckess

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Krehbiel

� Commission reaches
agreement regarding
apartment buildings.

Find more news at www.harveycountynow.com!



Fourteen casualties. 6.8
miles. 12 minutes.

That was the duration of
the Excel Shooting last
year Newton Emergency
Management Director
Gary Denny told a crowd of
elected officials represent-
ing nearly every governing
body in Harvey County.

He was impressing upon
the group how fast a disas-
ter or tragedy can happen.

“These types of incidents
are extremely short lived,
extremely quick, extremely
devastating,” he said. “It
surprises me to this day
that so much carnage took
place in such a short period
of time.”

Denny didn't say these
things to scare anyone. He
did this to illustrate his
message to the county
agencies present: prepare,
build relationships, work
together.

“One of the proud points
we have from this is every
patient treated and trans-
ported survived,” he said.

The response of Harvey
County agencies has been
widely credited with
greatly reducing the loss of
life during the tragedy.
Denny and other members
of Emergency Manage-
ment have created a pres-
entation on the event and
have been traveling and

speaking about the re-
sponse. On Thursday night
they brought that presen-
tation home to Newton on
behest of City Manager
Bob Myers and County Ad-
ministrator John Waltner,
who organized the event
held at the Meridian Cen-
ter.

The two planned the
event in order to help in-
form and motivate county
governments on how to re-
spond to an emergency
event.

The talk basically out-
lined how governing bodies
work to respond to a large
disaster.

“If you don't know what
ICS stands for, you need to
learn. It stands for the inci-
dent command system.”

ICS is something Harvey
County Emergency Man-
agement has been giving
classes on in order to help
elected and appointed offi-
cials, as well as govern-
ment staff, to understand
and train with the system.

The system outlines and
sets up a structural system
for handling a disaster and
allocates jobs and responsi-
bilities to various organiza-
tions.

Denny also spoke about
training with the
A.L.I.C.E. system and how
that could be provided to
companies and schools in
order to help in the event
of an active shooter.

A.L.I.C.E stands for
Alert, Lockdown, Inform,

Counter, Evacuate. It en-
courages people to take an
active role during a shoot-
ing or attack event.

They system is already
employed by the Hesston
School District, and Super-
intendent Ben Proctor
spoke about it at the meet-
ing.

Proctor said, after train-
ing, it became apparent
how flawed previous shel-
ter-in-place training was.

“It's been positively re-
ceived, and people appreci-
ate there's a common sense
option,” he said.

At the end of the meet-
ing, Myers thanked the
crowd for attending and
said that the whole area
needs to continue to train
and operate to be prepared
for the next crisis it has to
deal with.

“A disaster or emergency
will occur,” he said. “It can
occur in our counties or our
cities. God help us we don't
face another active
shooter.”

Johnny Stanford ran his
business, Stanford Tree
Service, for many years
until retiring about 15
years ago. Then, he went
out on a limb and started a
stump-removal service.

“I trimmed trees for 47
years and got rid of the
equipment,” the Newton
resident said, although he
still does stump grinding
and kept that piece of
equipment.

The 78-year-old, who
was born on the Fourth of
July, said there are several
people around town who
don't grind their own
stumps, so they call him,
and once in a great while,
he'll go to southeast
Kansas around Humbolt
and Chanute. He has a
brother and nephew who
live down there.

“They both have a part-
time tree-trimming busi-
ness,” Stanford said,
adding they line up
stumps for him to grind,
but he needs to have
enough to make the trip
worth it.

“I keep saying when my
stump grinder wears out,
I'll probably be wore out,
too,” Stanford said, laugh-
ing.

His grinder, that boasts
a 35 horse-power engine
that runs on gas, has been
in Stanford's possession for
several years.

“I bought it toward the
last part of my business,”
Stanford said, adding he
hired a guy with a stump
grinder and then bought it
off of him.

To make some extra
money, Stanford decided to
call people for whom he
had removed trees during
the years and asked if they
wanted the stump re-
moved.

“Stump grinding and
stuff is pretty easy,” Stan-
ford said, adding there's
not much lifting, and he
doesn't have to clean up
the chips. “That gets a lit-
tle physical there then
’cause there's piles of them
there, I guarantee you.”

Stanford hitches the
grinder to the back of his

truck and drives it to the
stump location. Then, he
gets the grinder lined
up with the stump
and lowers it
onto the
stump. The
only lifting
he does is
getting
the
grinder up
on the hitch.

“Getting lazier
and punier in my old
age,” he said.

Stanford has a small
sign in his yard advertis-
ing “stump grinding” with
his phone number listed.

The money he earns is
icing on the cake and helps
keep him busy on a part-
time basis.

“A little bit of extra in-
come, my mad money—get
to go fishing on,” Stanford
said. “It gives me some-
thing to do.”

Before that, however,
Stanford had to move to
the area in order to work
here. He moved to Newton
in 1962.

“I was working for
Banks Tree Service,” he
said. “They transferred me
up here.”

He said he tried to get
hired by KGE and the rail-
road, but neither place
wanted to hire him be-
cause “there was some-
thing about my back they
didn't like the looks of.” He
wanted to work at those
places because they offered
some of the best jobs
around.

So he decided to stick to
tree trimming.

“I had the equipment
and everything,” he said.
“It supported us.”

Throughout his years
with the tree service, Stan-
ford had several inci-

dents.
“I've taken trees

off of houses
before,” he
said.

Another
time, he had

to hire a crane
to get an espe-

cially heavy limb
off of a house.

“In 47 years, I only
hit the ground once,” he
said. “That was because I
ignored the first thing they
ever taught me.”

Back when Stanford
started in the business,
tree trimmers used ropes
and saddles. He said a
trimmer was supposed to
put the rope through the
crotch of a tree and tie in.
However, he used his tying
rope to tie a limb. Down he
and the limb went. Stan-
ford hit the roof, bounced
off of it and hit electrical
and telephone wires.

“The limb beat me to the
ground, and I fell on it,”
Stanford said, adding he
didn't get bruised in the or-
deal. “Just put a good
Charlie horse in my leg. It
was the middle of the
night before the Charlie
horse came to my leg.”

Back in the day, trim-
mers tied a rope up high
they could move.

“You could lean into that
rope and work with both
hands,” Stanford said,
adding the rope was like a
third hand.

They'd use the rope to
move around, and they
were strapped in with a
saddle.

Stanford also said there

wouldn't be as many tree
trimmers today if they still
used ropes and saddles.
They didn't even know
what a bucket truck was
back in the ’50s.

“We didn't have any
idea,” he said, adding he
thinks that's the decade
bucket trucks starting
being used.

Back when Stanford
tried to get hired by KGE,
a guy he had been in
charge of with Banks in
Newton took a buyout
from KGE, and Stanford
was glad because the man
is his friend. Many years

later, they worked together
again.

“We enjoyed work to-
gether for the last several
years again,” Stanford
said.

Although he only hit the
ground once, Stanford had
at least one other scary
moment while trimming
trees when he was work-
ing near 12th Street. Since
he was the foreman, he
wasn't required to work on
things, but he thinks it
was cold that day, so he
helped out.

He said he made the
mistake of leaving a big

rope loop. He cut a limb,
and it hit the loop.

“It just shot me out of
there like a dive,” Stanford
said, putting his hands
and arms in a diving
stance. “It just jerked me
out of there. Scared the
guys worse than it did me,
because I didn't have time
to be scared.”

The chainsaw he was
using still was up there
running idle.

“I just swung in my rope
and saddle,” he said.
“That's what the rope and
saddle were for. You know,
[I was] being foolish.”
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Newton Area Chamber

Springtime Leadership
Luncheon with

WSU’s Dr. John William Bardo

Tuesday, March 7
Noon - 1:15 pm

Meridian Center

Lunch Provided

$15 Chamber members
$25 non-Chamber members

Dr. Bardo’s academic interests
involve the relationships between
higher education, the economy,

and quality of life. He speaks 
regularly on issues associated

with the New Economy and
building competitiveness. 

If you are interested in attending this event,
please e-mail the Chamber’s communications

director, Courtney Critchfield at: 
courtney@thenewtonchamber.org 
on or before Tuesday, February 28.

Stanford grinds stumps after 47-year tree-trimming career
BRANCHING OUT

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Johnny Stanford stands next to his stump grinder in his backyard. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Johnny Stanford runs his tree grinder on Monday morning at his residence on Broadway in Newton. 

County leaders briefed on handling emergencies
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com



A senate bill that would
cut funding for the New-
ton School District by
more than $800,000 for
the next few months was
put on hold from debate
on the floor.

The bill is meant to
help fill a looming $320
million 2017 budget gap
and recently made it out
of the Ways and Means
Committee. It included a
provision to cut funding
to state K-12 schools by
five percent or $128 mil-
lion for 2017.

Debate on the bill was
put on hold Friday, how-
ever, by Republican lead-
ership to allow members
of the party time to get
into agreement of budget
cutting measures.

The five percent de-
crease in school funding
in the bill would come out
of the state payments to
schools for the last quar-
ter of the current fiscal
year, which ends in June.
The possibility of such a
cut has districts scram-
bling to come up with
ideas of how to bridge the
gap, one being the New-
ton School District.

The bill would cut
$857,412 out of the dis-
trict’s payments for the
rest of the year.

“It's ugly,” Newton As-
sistant Superintendent
Russ Miller said.

Overall, the district
budgeted to receive
$17.14 million in state
funding for the year. It's
already received $10.48
million in funds, money it
uses to make payroll and
continue day-to-day oper-
ations of the schools.

Miller said the district
expected to receive an-
other $6.6 million from
the state through
monthly payments,
though its June payment
of $1.3 million will be
paid from the state in
July due to complex state
budgetary reasons.

The $857,412 decrease
represents roughly a 13
percent decrease in ex-
pected funds that will
come from the state for
the final months of the
school year.

Think of receiving a 5
percent decrease in pay
for a whole year but your
boss telling you three
fourths of the way
through the year, and all
of the year’s worth of de-
crease will come out of
the final months. It would
make a bigger budgetary
problem than if the drop
was spread out all year
long.

Miller said the bill has
been discussed with ad-
ministration. For the
Newton School District it
would probably mean
looking for whatever
short-term spending cuts
it could make, such as
freezing the buying of
supplies or materials,

though
Miller said
such an ef-
fort would
hurt stu-
dents.

Miller
said he did-
n't anticipate
closing
school early as a number
of districts have sug-
gested, because the dis-
trict's main expenditure
is on staffing, and teach-
ers have a contract that
obligates the district to
pay them if school is in
session or not. He said
the main savings on such
a cut would be taken from
paying classified staff
such as bus drivers and
janitors, which provides
diminished returns.

Miller said he thought
that it would be possible
for the district to make
short term spending cuts
and take the rest of its
money out of a contin-
gency reserve, or rainy
day, fund.

“That's my gut level,"
he said.

Currently there's about
$1.3 million in the fund,
though the district
planned a spend down on
the fund this year by in-
creasing contributions to
insurance payments for
staff.

“We've been pretty con-
servative, built up bal-
ances,” he said. “That
irritates a number of leg-
islators, but in my mind
we're doing the right

thing.”
That cautiousness

would likely enable the
Newton School District to
deal with the short-term
cut better than districts
that have already tapped
their contingency reserve
funds. Though he said
once that fund is gone it
takes a long time to build
up.

The district also has
unencumbered cash
funds, he said, but much
of those funds are already
dedicated to programs
like updating curriculum,
serving special education
and paying for existing
bonds plus interest.

Miller did say he real-
ized the state is in a
tough spot and at this
point trying to fill a
budget gap with only a
few months left. He also
said he understood State
Sen. Carolyn McGinn,
who represents Newton,
and helped move the bill

out of the Ways and
Means Committee was in
a tough position.

“She's been a long time
supporter of education
and Harvey County
schools," he said. "She's
between a rock and a
hard spot. For her to fig-
ure out how to get out of
this mess is a challenge.”

Miller said the situa-
tion was frustrating, how-
ever, because the state
seems to constantly seek

quick fixes instead of
solving the budget prob-
lem.

“Yeah, we'll be OK for
this year, but this is part
of my frustration. The
state has continued to go
to these one-time fixes:
the highway fund or kick-
ing the KPERS payment
down the road.

They've run out of one
time fixes, and now
they're using us as a one-
time fix.”
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All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

4:00pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church

2600 College Avenue
North Newton

9:30am  Worship 10:30am
Fellowship 10:50am 

Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple Church
of God in Christ

226 E. 11th
10:00am Sunday School

11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:00am Sunday School

9:45 am Fellowship
10:30am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship

10:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel A.M.E.
Church

711 E. 11th Street
9:45am Sunday School

1:30pm Worship

Hillcrest Community
Church - A

Foursquare Church
431 W. 12th

9:30am Cafe Connect
10:30am Worship

Iglesia Del Nazareno
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible
Church

900 Old Main
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship”

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass
10:30am Sunday Mass

6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Educ. 6:30pm 

Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship
11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
326 E 2nd, Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston

Agency
614 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiro
1525 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-8544
www.jaspersonchiroprac-

ticnewton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
http://thecreationstation.

vpweb.com

701 Cafe
701 N. Main St, Newton

(316) 804-4573
www.701cafe.com

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main St., Newton

(316) 284-0636
clayworksgallery.word-

press.com

Allmetal Recycling
401 W 1st St, Newton

(316) 283-6305
http://allmetal-
recycling.com/

Special thanks to the following 
supporters of the church directory:

To become a sponsor, please contact Shannin Rettig at shannin@harveycountynow or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Auto Insurance 
Tailored For You.

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

Senate bill that would temporarily cut district funding put on hold
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Miller

BRIEFS

Free chili supper, movie
at local church

There will be a free chili
supper and movie at 6 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 25, at East
Side United Methodist
Church, 1520 E. Broadway
in Newton.

They'll start serving sup-
per at 6 p.m., and the pub-
lic is invited.

For more information,
call 316-283-2543.

Retirement reception
scheduled for Waltner
Harvey County will hold

a retirement reception
Thursday, Feb. 23, for
County Administrator
John Waltner, who will
step down after February. 

Waltner has served as
county administrator for
seven years. 

The reception will last
from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. in
the community room at the
Harvey County Court-
house. Friends and neigh-
bors are invited.

Soup supper Friday
The Zion Lutheran

Church, 225 S. Poplar St.,
will host a soup benefit on
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 17, to raise money for
the Newton Police Depart-
ment Reserve Officer pro-
gram. Fifteen types of soup
will be served along with
drinks and dessert.

Barris to be
at Grand Central

Grand Central, 122 E
Sixth, will show a movie on
Thursday, Feb. 16, from 6
to 8 p.m., “About Holly-
wood Custom Car Designer
George Barris.”

Barris, known as the
King of Custom Cars, was
known for making cars
shown in TV and the
movies, including the Bat-
mobile and the cars of The
Munsters. Barris is also
credited with helping push
and shape the custom car
and hot rod movement of
the 20th century. The
event is free, and popcorn
will be provided. The show-
ing is being sponsored by
the Newton Downtown Car
Show.

—For Newton Now
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As a follower of politics and
generally a person who
skews moderate to progres-

sive, I've been at least relieved the
Republican Party didn't dig up a
Tim Huelskamp type to run as a
replacement for Mike Pompeo.
Their pick Ron Estes has at least
been involved in governing for a
long while. 

That being said, six years with
the Brownback Administration
doesn't sit well with me. Neither
does his prominent position within
the Kansas Republican Party,
looking at how that party has
changed over the years. At least he
beat out the more radical of the
group in Alan Cobb, a former
Trump campaign staffer and lob-
byist for Koch Industries, I guess. 

I think the Democrats made
Estes’ campaign all the easier with
their decision.

I’m writing this after never
meeting James Thompson, their
candidate, but it makes me won-
der if the delegates selecting can-
didates ever think of things like
opposition research. Thompson
comes in as a lawyer with a long
and impressive career. He also
served as a veteran and in the
presidential color guard for four
years. However, practicing in the
areas of personal injury, car acci-
dents and excessive force, I feel
he's going to be a candidate that
could get killed with a mailer cam-
paign, should the election get
close. 

It's not a stretch to see some
propagandist dig up a car wreck or
wrongful death case and portray
him as an ambulance chaser. Of
finding an excessive force case to
bring up and say he's against po-
lice officers. It's sad how pre-
dictable this stuff is at this point. 

He barely beat out Dennis McK-
inney for the nomination with the
seat, someone who had also, like
Estes, served as a state treasurer,
as well as the minority leader for
the Democratic Party in the state-
house. McKinney enjoys a far
greater name recognition then
Thompson, though it should be
stated that Estes previously un-
seated McKinney in a 2010 treas-
urer election.

Still I think McKinney would
have had a better chance running
against him this time around as
much as voters haves soured on
the Brownback Administration. 

To me, it seems like a bit of a
missed opportunity for the Democ-
rats, especially considering their
base is much more galvanized
than in years passed.

McKinney may not have passed
the test of party purity, but when
you've not controlled the house
seat since the Summer of Mercy
shift, perhaps a win is what's more
important.

***

Continuing to Kansas politics,
what a shift we've seen at the
statehouse following the last elec-
tion. 

I found myself surprised that
the bill to find money to pay all
the state's bill by June has been
put on hold in the senate for lack
of support. 

Many Republicans cited the
bill’s $154 million proposed cut to
K-12 education for this year. It
would mean the Newton School
District would get around
$800,000 less than expected from
the state and likely draw down on
an emergency reserve fund. 

In years past, I don't think this
bill gets held up. They had no
problems with previous cuts to ed-
ucation. But I think the last elec-
tion and the current mood of
voters has some folks a bit leery. 

They all know with no revenue
to come in for the current fiscal
year, cuts are all that can be made,
and as I said in a previous column,
these cuts get made or cuts
equally harmful to other groups
get made. Or the state can make
some pretty pound foolish deci-
sions of selling off it's coming to-
bacco settlement for a return of
one dollar on seven. The settle-
ment helps fund early childhood
education. 

Regardless, some senate Repub-
licans said they couldn't support it
because of the possible cuts bol-
stering the senate Democrats posi-
tion. 

The Democrats are in a position
to make political hay in the situa-
tion, as no matter what cuts are
made, they're going to be unpalat-
able, and the party can come out
against them.

This can be seen as opportunis-
tic, but really the reason the state
is in this awful position has to do
with the disastrous policies of the
administration and the then ultra-
conservative majorities, so per-
haps some of the hits the party
will take is well deserved. 

So this process will become a
drawn out PR game before some-
one and some side knuckles under. 

*** 

And, finally, my last point is to
express some disappointment with
Sen. Jerry Moran. 

Moran knows Western Kansas.
He knows the state. He visits
every single county each term.
Moran, of all people, knows the
importance of education to Kansas
communities. He has to have seen
how once public education leaves
in some of those small towns, they
just die. He's visited those places.
So knowing these things and after
all the feedback he received from
his constituents, which swamped
his phone system, asking him not
to, he still voted to confirm Betsy
Devos as education secretary. 

Too many column inches have
been spent on this subject, but
never have I seen or read about a
more woefully under qualified cab-
inet pick. 

A lack of experience with public
education, an all out combative at-
titude toward public education and
enforcing equal standards as well
as a lack of qualifications outside
of donating hundreds of millions of
dollars to Trump and the Republi-
cans supporting her should have
disqualified her from the position. 

Moran put out some information
saying he had concerns with her,
but she told him she wouldn't
harm Kansas schools, so Moran
could wash his hands of his con-
stituents and vote party line.

Moran is many things, but he's
not stupid. He knows that's not
something that woman can guar-
antee. 

I'm sure in a year Trump's Ad-
ministration is going to need a
good distraction from whatever
crisis is going on, and Betsy Devos
will put her foot down and say,
“No, Donald, I can't do that. I told
Jerry from Kansas that we won't
mess with his schools.”

Long story short, I used to really
respect Moran back in the day for
splitting with party on occasion to
help serve Kansans. That Moran
seems to have been killed in Wash-
ington. The last piece of him died
when he said we should have a
Supreme Court nomination hear-
ing. I was so proud of him. Then
he bowed when his own party
screamed at him. 

You only mourn something that
has value or potential

I don't mourn when Kansas' fa-
vorite Virginian, Pat Roberts, rou-
tinely sells out Kansas for his
petty gains. But I do mourn
Moran, because I really like him
as a man and at one time thought
he was one of the more honorable
politicians to serve Kansas. 

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

On Brownback, Huelskamp, Thompson
Columns
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Decisions risk
handicapping bond issue

Ithink spring is my favorite
time of year, although I also
love fall. Ok, they're tied for

first for my favorite. Maybe now I
just think spring is my favorite
time of year because I'm yearning
for green leaves on trees, blooming
flowers and storms.

Summer follows in my list of fa-
vorite seasons, and that's trailed
way behind by winter. I kinda like
winter up until Christmas, and
then I want it to be spring. I'm def-
initely ready for spring. As a mat-
ter of fact, this past Saturday felt
like spring.

What I like about spring is it
feels like the world is waking back
up. Things outside start turning
green again, and the birds chirp.
The air smells fresh and clean, at
least here in Kansas when the
wind isn't blowing the smell of
freshly fertilized ground through
town. That's not a pleasant odor.

Bunnies hop through the grass,

and like I mentioned before, there
are storms. I don't know why I
enjoy thunderstorms, but I do. I
love the clouds they bring, and I
enjoy taking photos of them. To
me, they look beautiful and majes-
tic. I don't like it when storms kill
people or animals, however.

Spring also brings people out-
side, walking Sand Creek, playing
ball in local parks and going to the
dog park. The air doesn't feel as
heavy.

Seems like, in the past, it's been
this time of year when robins start
flitting about and appearing. I
haven't seen any yet this year,
however, although I've noticed
geese flying around.

I also like the longer daylight, so
it's actually still light outside
when I get off of work. In the
spring and fall, I can open my win-
dows and let the fresh air inside
my home.

Spring also is a good time for
cleaning, making my home feel
fresh. Spring, to me, means fresh-
ness and freedom. We don't have
to always wear coats outside all
the time. The temperatures warm
up, but it’s not too hot.

What I like about fall is the cool-
ing air, fall decorations, pumpkins,
the smell of apple cider, being able
to bake in the oven again without
making the entire house really, re-
ally hot, Halloween and the deco-

I feel the need, the need for spring

A possible bond issue has generated a huge amount of
discussion in the community as well in the office. And
our viewpoint after debating back and forth is this: if
the district wants a bond to pass, they shouldn't rush it.
They should listen to their constituents. They should
also show that the board has a good understanding of
the plan they select, what exactly the plan accomplishes
and the tax burden it presents. 

Otherwise, any effort to get voters on board faces sig-
nificant handicaps. 

As a newspaper,  Superintendent Deb Hamm  and As-
sistant Superintendent Russ Miller have been helpful
and forthcoming in answering our questions. But the
lack of a straight forward bond  plan has left something
to be desired. 

The school board was going to pick a plan this Mon-
day and then pushed that off. The plans and bond op-
tions continue to change. 

The answer for the lack of fairly developed options to
choose from has been this: the district needs to know
how big of a bond the board is willing to support before
it firms up those plans.

We don't doubt that there's $70 plus million dollars of
work to be done in the district. But there's a difference
between money spent and spending money well. 

Some could argue if the 2007 previous bond issue
money would have been spent a little more on the inte-
rior of the high school, we wouldn't be having the dis-
cussion about the sorry shape the science rooms are in,
but that was before our time. 

Still, a board member might be more in favor of
spending money to fix the high school’s science lab, than
to build, say, another gym, this one tornado proof, which
has been included in some preliminary high school
drawings. 

A school board member might be more willing to
spend money on facilities than landscaping. 

We might be different than other people, but we don't
make a grocery list saying we have $200 to spend, let's
see what all we can fit in the cart. We say let's make a
list, see what that costs and more importantly, see what
we can afford. 

Perhaps that's why the board was given five options,
now ranging from $52 million to $74 million looking at
the latest school board packet.  All include language re-
modeling the high school. One includes language closing
Walton.  Others would build a grade school of a various
size. The range of options has already caused commu-
nity groups to start digging in and has turned the con-
versation more to the fate of a school than to what
exactly is in all these options, why are these options
needed, and what plan presents the best course for
Newton.

That discussion, however, could take more time, and
the school board opted to hold this bond election, though
we don't have a spending amount and plan selected yet,
in May. That leaves what's left of February, March and
April to come up with and decide on spending specifics
and conduct a campaign to inform the public. 

We've covered a good number of school bonds through-
out our company, and we've seen the ones that are suc-
cessful, like a small bond the Haven School District
passed to basically fix roofs. They had a developed plan.
They took their time on the roll out. They informed the
community of exactly what they were getting. And de-
spite being in a pretty conservative area, received a
large majority of support in the vote for the project. 

That's the sort of thing we'd like to see the Newton
School District do in regard to this, but the May date
significantly shortens that window. It also raises the
question, “What's the rush?”

It's been said by school board members in favor of the
May date that it keeps people from politicizing the elec-
tion. If it was held in November, there would be no spe-
cial election, and the district would save $15,000. The
worry, however, is that candidates would be judged if
they were in favor of or against a bond and perhaps
voted out over the issue. 

While we might not agree with voters doing some-
thing like that, it's their right. It's their school district.
It's their children. It's their tax dollars. The school
board is their representation. 

The future for everyone, including children, is already
decided by political issues. People vote on the future of
their grandma and their child in every single Kansas
election. Though the results of these elections, we guess,
make it understandable why some school board mem-
bers are weary. 

Personally, we'd favor a later date so the district
would have more time to make presentations to its pa-
trons and show they've put time and thought into the
plan they've selected. It would look better to the voters
and, for many, assuage some fears that this process is
just getting sped through. At least three board members
already have reservations on the speed the group is
moving at. 

Some could argue the strategic process already helped
the district plan this out. Perhaps that's a fair point.
Though if you tell people that you're discussing possible
bond issues, a heck of a lot more people will show up
than if you're spending an hours discussing what word
should best sum up the Newton School District. That's
what happened in one of the earlier strategic planning
meetings we attended.

Finally, there's the Walton question. If parents like
the school, if there's a waiting list for it, why mess with
it? Why not spend a much smaller amount of money fix-
ing what must be fixed to keep everyone out there
happy?  We don't think building a new school out there
is a good move for the future. There's a better chance of
growth coming on the south end of Newton with the in-
crease of business, the new YMCA and easy transit ac-
cess for people to Wichita. 

The Walton issue could handicap bond passage with
so many passionate patrons if it doesn't go their way.
Speeding it through could handicap bond passage if vot-
ers feel manipulated or the district doesn't have time to
put out enough information. A lack of understanding of
the financial impact of a bond could also sink it. 

We think a lot of people in Newton could favor a re-
model of the high school and spending on facilities if
they had the chance and a bond issue was done right
and responsibly. 

But to do that takes work, planning and a lot of ex-
plaining. 

Still, give patrons a chance. They might surprise you.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK
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“If you cannot do great things,
do small things in a great way.” —
Attributed to Martin Luther King
Jr.

Iwas watching the news a cou-
ple weeks ago, which I try not
to do, and a story on Middle

East tension was wrapping up.
Without a warning, or at least a
smooth segue, the broadcaster
said, “And here are the top 10
prime time comedy shows for the
week.” 

I’m not a doctor, I don’t study
psychology, but how much can our
emotional selves absorb? World-
wide destruction brought into our
living rooms complete with graphic
images, then a literal second later,
we’re expected to switch that off
and consider how long “The Big
Bang Theory” has been on top of
the charts. 

I don’t know the answer other
than the idea of reining in reality.
Figuring out how to know be
aware but also knowing when
enough is enough. We’re human. 

We care about people. We care
about girls who have no access to
school and children who have no
clean drinking water. We care
about poverty and equality. We
care about good schools. We care
about people who just want to be
safe. We care about the environ-
ment our kids will bring their kids
into one day. 

How much is too much to

process when you’re one person,
not quite sure of your own individ-
ual part?

Some march or stage demon-
strations. Some lead revolutions
and distribute water filter kits.
But clearly not everyone is built
for grand gestures. 

Which all lead to the thought,
“So what then?”

Then I remembered my first-
grade teacher. Age 7 was a long
time ago for me, but I can still pic-
ture the view from my desk, and if
my memory serves me, a small
partitioned area where I would
pull on a fat set of headphones and
listen to phonics and reading
tapes. 

(The cassette type, I assume. Or
could it have been an 8-track?
That’s not out of the question.) 

This teacher came into my office
once and told me she enjoys read-
ing my work. This is a very small
gesture. It mattered only to me.

But how good might it feel when
the person who taught you how to
read and write in the first place
tells you they enjoy what you do,
decades later?

Imagine the impact if everyone
could be on the receiving end of
such a simple, heartfelt, seemingly
insignificant comment. 

I’ve heard it said if you want to
change the world, stay home and
love your family. Maybe that’s
where the difference is to be
started. Here, wherever “here” is
today.

Maybe we need more “insignifi-
cance.”

I’ve been envious, or maybe it’s
better described as “in awe” of peo-
ple who give the world everything
their hearts and minds hold. The
trailblazers and the activists who
make a change and do it from a
place of conviction and hope. 

But life isn’t necessarily large.
As it turns out, most of the time,
it’s small. 

“Grand” is defined as “magnifi-
cent and imposing in appearance,
size or style.” By that definition,
“grand” defines a lot of actions. Ap-
pearance and style can’t be meas-
ured in numbers. 

That opens up the playing field
a bit, creating space for the most
powerful insignificant moves.

Shelley Plett is a graphic de-
signer for Newton Now and The

Hillsboro Free Press.

Big changes can come from small actions

Guest Editorial
It’s time to check our

levels of old-fashioned
integrity

Though we may have lost our
outlaws and long tracts of
untilled prairie, the frontier

is as near to local individuals as
grandparents and great-grandpar-
ents.

This semester I am reading
Willa Cather's “My Antonia” as
part of a course focusing on the re-
lationship between American liter-
ature and the structure of our
communities and cultures. 

It's got me to thinking of our his-
tory as a state and my own fam-
ily's personal past. 

The frontier of western expan-
sion came to Kansas in the 1860s
and lasted till 1890. Many of our
families immigrated to America
from Germany, Russia, Switzer-
land, and Sweden during this pe-
riod. Even in my generation,
stories are told which tie us to our
immigrant past. 

I remember my grandmother
reading me stories about the Russ-
ian witch Baba Yaga as I cuddled
in her feather comforter. 

My father’s family, though
Texan’s first and foremost, had
once been immigrants, too. My fa-
ther loves talking about Daddy
Doc, his own grandfather. Daddy
Doc grew up speaking German at
home on the farm, English in
town, and Spanish with the
Catholic priest. I don’t think any-
one learned to speak to my great-

grandfather in his native German.
There was a loss there, an inabil-
ity to hear someone’s story in their
language. I know that Daddy Doc
loved to tell my father stories from
his life, but I wonder if those sto-
ries were influenced by the loss of
his own language. As a child, my
definition of immigration was
Northern Europeans coming to
America to become farmers, fight
the Native Americans, or escape
religious persecution. 

This was my family’s story, the
stories I read in school, and the
stories of my neighbors. I have
since learned that immigration is
so much bigger than that. Many of
my peers at Bethel College come
from a very different pattern of
immigration. Often they are first
generation Americans from South
America, Asia or Africa. One of my
friends loved to recount his earli-
est memories of life on his grand-

parents’ ranch in Mexico. His ter-
rain was not an expansive, un-
tilled prairie but a dusty dryness
dotted by dessert gems like cactus
and agave. 

Waves of immigration are as re-
lentless and necessary as the
waves of the ocean. Vibrant life
cannot exist in a community where
identical stories are told in identi-
cal households. I don’t know what
folktales my classmates were told,
but I guarantee it did not feature a
Russian witch in Siberia. I am in-
finitely glad that it was not, be-
cause we grew up to be individuals
in a community; cut from different
cloth but sewn into the same quilt.
Every human thirsts for a place
within history. We know that place
because of the old stories, the ones
we are telling now, and an aware-
ness of the many stories to come. I
don’t think it is only coincidental
that the most definitive stories are
often stories of immigration, cul-
ture and language. These stories
highlight the differences of my
past from yours yet bring us to-
gether in the similarities of our
present. A present bound together
by the diversity and strengths of
each individual stories, is truly a
beautiful thing.

Lila Tibbets is a Bethel College
student, grownup Harvey County

farm girl and Newton resident.

We are united by our different pasts

PARTS OF SPEECH

SHELLEY PLETT

TIBBETS’ TIDBITS

LILA TIBBETS

rations that brings and the leaves
turning gorgeous colors, before
falling to the ground.

I love the smell of leaves on the
ground and the wisp of smoke as
someone lights a fireplace while
I'm walking around the neighbor-
hood.

Now, don't get me wrong, there
are things I like about winter. It
makes me appreciate fall, summer
and spring more, for one thing. I
love watching snow fall to the
ground, but ice storms really aren't
much fun.

That ice storm we had several
years ago comes to mind. Driving
around Newton, I recall hearing
the sounds of electricity and ice
meeting above the streets with

electric lines, making buzzing
noises all over town. Tree limbs
fell. While I was out taking photos
of the aftermath of the storm, a
limb fell on a postal carrier, and an
ambulance was called. Neighbors
with electricity ran extension cords
from their houses to their neigh-
bors' homes, helping each other.
Folks also assisted each other, cut-
ting up tree limbs and branches.

The ice storm was quite pretty
and quite dangerous. Where I
lived, it seems like we were with-
out electricity off and on, and I
seem to remember me being curled
up on the couch, quite cold.

I don't enjoy being that cold in
my home. I don't like that about
winter, but winter does make me
grateful for the other seasons.

I do like having the four seasons.
When I lived in Key West, Fla.,
where I worked for The Key West

Citizen newspaper, the seasons
didn't change very much. In the
winter, the temps got down to 60,
and in the summer, it was in the
90s. Kansas can have the tempera-
ture range in one day. The summer
was extremely humid, though. One
Christmas we visited the beach.
That was weird. It didn't seem like
Christmas at all. I was used to the
holidays being cold. That's how it's
supposed to be.

My hope is, contrary to the
Punxsutawney Phil's prediction for
six more weeks of winter, that
spring comes soon. With the bliz-
zard of political turmoil, I think we
all need a little fresh air.

Wendy Nugent is the features edi-
tor of Newton Now. She can be

reached at 316-281-
7899 or wendy@harveycountynow.c

om.

SPRING
From Page 6

America’s character has always been built upon fair-
ness, concern for the oppressed, strength to protect
our citizenry and open arms to welcome those who
come to our shores.

This newspaper has no interest in the partisan bat-
tles of the past few days, which largely consist of fin-
ger pointing and the generation of fear.

Our nation is so much bigger than that, and it’s
about time we checked our hearts and souls to make
sure we still know who we are.

Each presidential administration must determine
its own priorities and tactics to make sure the Ameri-
can people are protected. At the same time, we cannot
stumble over our own freedoms, and those in the mi-
nority, to reach political goals.

Today, our country is divided over issues that should
never separate us: freedom of expression; open dia-
logue among those with opposing views; standing
against international terrorism; and trying to keep the
U.S.A. on course with its worldwide trade and diplo-
matic relations.

Several members of the Kansas congressional dele-
gation this week expressed their continued support for
the Trump Administration, but several have added a
caveat: slow it down. Seek wisdom from your advisors.
Watch your words.

In other words, try to be Kansas polite.
It would be refreshing to see something so basic to

America’s history woven back into our national tapes-
try.

Rudy Taylor is the publisher of the Montgomery
County Chronicle.

Bond issue
raises questions
USD 373 has finally committed to what they

have wanted for the last couple of years: to
pass another bond.

They took a different approach and hired a consult-
ant group to get a long term vision of what the district
needed, which I said all along was just a cover for a
bond.  

Many didn’t notice, but the district opted to use the
same architecture firm for all the phases of a bond: vi-
sioneering, push-
ing the bond, and
design of how the
money will be
spent.  

All we have are
rough estimates
of what is needed,
no clear plan. The
last bond was
passed the same
way.

This is complete
foolishness. You
wouldn’t remodel your kitchen without a clear plan
and a firm estimate from your contractor.

The board also voted to set May as the time to vote
on the bond. Why? So you won’t remember it as pas-
sionately at the ballot box in November. One board
member was quoted as saying they didn’t want to
politicize the vote. I believe they just don’t want to
lose their seat on the board because people are upset
about them spending another massive amount of their
hard-earned tax dollars without a good plan. And it is
just that, no good plan yet. Everything they talked
about so far is ballpark numbers based on square
footage and ideas. They want so many things they just
need to figure out how much the electorate will stand.

One thing they at least got right this time is talking
about Walton. Last time they didn’t spend a dime on
Walton. This time they figured out if they would get
the Walton parents on board they will have a better
chance of getting what they want. I know that Walton
needs serious attention after being neglected for so
long. I offer a word of caution for the Walton parents,
though. Please don’t get caught up in the fact that if
you get what you want then everything else is
OK. New debt to the tune of $50 million-$77 million
does no good in the long run if it is not wisely spent. 

They are talking about a “wrap-around” bond, which
back ends the debt, just like last time. A new wrap
around will make sure we are still paying on this new
bond when kids born today are graduating high
school.

What should the board do? Move the bond date to
November. This will give a broader swath of the elec-
torate a chance to voice their opinion. This will also
make all the board members—for and against—own
their decisions. I can reasonably believe that someone
who is facing re-election might want a little tighter
plan of how to spend our tax dollars so they can de-
fend it. 

The board needs to be specific about what they
want. New science classrooms at the high school? New
Walton school? New fancy sitting area at the high
school or McKinley? 

Make a list of the things we absolutely must have,
and then get a real number for it. 

I understand this takes some time to gather, but I
am sure the board can find the money to pay someone
to put these things out for bid and firm up the num-
bers. When asked why we needed another 12,000
square feet at the high school, the architecture firm
hired for this process said, “We added that much in a
project we did for Ottawa.” Wow, is that how we want
to spend our hard earned tax dollars? Keeping up with
the other guys’ building?  

The test of a district is what is produced at diploma
time, not how big your school is.

The board should also put the rest of the process out
for bid. There are several firms who specialize in
schools. Having one firm who helps with “visioneer-
ing,” and then gets all the reward on the back end
looks bad. When the district has a firm plan of exactly
what it needs, then it can hire an architect to design
each project instead of giving them a blank check.  

I was told that a big bond and then figuring out
specifics later is just how it is done. I know that since
it is our money we can do things the way we want to
and find a firm willing to do it our way.

Jason Mitchell is chair of the Harvey County Repub-
lican Party and is a local landlord. 

MY VIEWS

JASON MITCHELL
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money to paying off the new bond once the old
one expires in the fiscal year of 2026. The struc-
turing makes for a stable tax rate to pay off debt
as opposed to having a higher tax rate paying
both off, which would then drop in the future
when the previous bond debt expires. 

How much any of these issues will cost taxpay-
ers varies widely on two things. One, the size of
the bond. Two, the amount of matching funds the
State of Kansas contributes to the district’s bond
payments. That could be a contribution of 52 per-
cent, which the state currently makes, or it could
drop down all the way to 30 percent. The com-
pensation amount from the state is floating, de-
pending on where Newton ranks tax-base-wise
compared to the rest of the state. The public fi-
nance group George K. Baum & Company pro-
vided the district with information and cost
estimates for possible bond options. One esti-
mate includes the net tax increase and cost for
an owner of a $100,000 residential property if
the state compensates for 52 percent of the bond
cost. Another estimate shows the number if the
state drops all the way down to a 30 percent
compensation of cost.

The estimated lengths of the bonds vary, de-
pending on state compensation as well as bond
size. The rate the bonds mature could range from
15 years with the cheapest option and most state
matched funding to the other side of the spec-
trum of 23 years. Unfortunately, looking at the
packet, the financial numbers don't directly cor-
respond with the most recent bond options, as
they were built using previous bond options.
Still, they can be used to get people a ballpark
idea of the cost of a bond. 

According to estimates, a $72 million bond
would raise the mill levy up between 8.1 and
11.7 mills, adding on an annual payment of be-
tween $93 and $143 in annual taxes for a
$100,000 residential property. All these numbers
are fluid depending on the length of the bond
and how much the state compensates for it. 

A $56 million bond would cost a $100,000
homeowner a range of $69 to $105 annually and
increase the mill levy by 6 to 9.2 mills for the
bond’s duration. 

Option A-$74 million 
What the packet says we get: $37.4 million in

high school remodels and a new auxiliary gym/
tornado shelter, $2 million in safety/security up-
grades at Cooper, the elementary schools, Santa
Fe and Chisholm, $10 million in additions and
renovations to Walton Rural Life Center, and a
$23 million pre-K through eighth grade building.

Breakdown: This option is the most expensive,
but most inclusive, option for all district facili-
ties. It would maintain the middle school and
junior high models, alleviate middle school
crowding, allow more students into the Walton
program and provide a new school that would
last students from preschool until they get to
high school. That's according to information in
the packet. 

The cons the packet lists are that the option
would require hiring additional staff, increase
the amount of students transported to Walton, be
the most expensive option and the least efficient
on the elementary school level. The document
does not define what efficiency means. 

Option B-$67,740,010
What the packet says we get: $11.7 million

Walton remodel and update to K-5, $15.6 million
new two section K-5 building, $37.4 million in
high school remodels and a new auxiliary
gym/tornado shelter, $2 million in safety up-
grades at Cooper, the elementary schools, Santa
Fe and Chisholm.

Breakdown: This option is the same as Option
A, except it spends a bit more on Walton, making
it K-5, and adds a new elementary school that is
K-5 as opposed to pre-K through eighth grade.
Pros listed include more students in the Walton
program, potential to grow at all grade levels
and reduced number of students in middle school
building. Cons included more students to trans-
port to Walton, reduced space for special educa-
tion and a split of middle school students.

Option C-$67,340,010
What we get: Renovates existing Walton school

for $1.3 million but drops it to a section, adds on
a gym and shelter for $2.2 million and would
build a new pre-K through eighth grade two-sec-
tion school for $23.4 million. Also includes $37.4
million in high school remodels and a new auxil-
iary gym/tornado shelter, $2 million in safety up-
grades at Cooper, the elementary schools, Santa
Fe and Chisholm.

Breakdown: The plan makes fewer wide scale
remodels and additions to Walton and decreases
its size and creates a new pre-K through eighth
grade two-section school. The pros listed are that
it would provide a K-8 option, alleviate over-
crowding in middle school buildings and keep the
middle school system intact. The con would be
the plan would require the addition of five to
eight staff members, mean fewer students at
Walton and split middle school students up in
the district. 

Option D-$56,040,010
What we get: New two-section K-5 building for

$15.6 million, conversion of elementary schools
to K-5 buildings, convert Santa Fe and Chisholm
to 6-8 buildings for $2 million, high school reno-
vation plus auxiliary gym/tornado shelter, $37.9
million

Breakdown: This option would close Walton
and create a new K-5 facility. The district has
previously stressed a desire to transfer Walton's
project-based learning program should it close.
The packet says the plan would provide growth
potential for all grades but require drawing new
elementary and middle school boundaries.

Option E-$52.938 million
What we get: The same high school renova-

tions and additions, $1.5 million expenditure at
Santa Fe for safety/technology, a $1.7 million ex-
penditure at Chisholm for safety/technology and
a $1.5 million expenditure at the elementary
schools/Cooper for safety/technology. It also in-
cludes a $10.3 million renovation and addition to
Walton Rural Life Center. 

Breakdown: The option is the cheapest and
maintains the school in Walton. However, the
district stated it only addresses current elemen-
tary school needs. There is no addition of a new
school building in the bond issue.

Editor’s Note: If you'd like to see the packet dis-
cussed in this article, it's available from the
school district or for download with this story
published on our website. 
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“Most of my passions are in metal,
and Mark's are in wood, and I had a
project—my wife and I just recently
moved—on a stairway and woodwork
on an old house. At first, we tried
doing it from his verbal guidance,”
Blocher said.

He took verbal direction from Mark
until Blocher said he screwed it up so
bad he had to call on Mark again.
Then, he brought his stuff to Mark's
house, and using Mark's shop and re-
sources, what took him 10 to 12 hours
to screw up, they fixed and remanu-
factured in 90 minutes.

“It was all due to having proper
knowledge, tooling and just the
proper know how and know of,”
Blocher said. 

This type of knowledge sharing is
what the group is all about, and it's
for people who can create certain
things or are interested in learning
how to make things.

“We talked about how creativity’s in
our nature, in our blood,” Cassie said.
“Whatever medium they choose, we're
all makers.”

They're also trying to get the
younger generation to attend so they
can learn skills they can fall back on
if they need to, Cassie said.

Mark learned from his mother how
to sew when he was young, and now
he uses some of those skills, like
measuring and using patterns, with
woodworking. He said with wood-
working, he uses different tools than
with sewing, but it's a lot of the same
process. He's still interested in
sewing, and in addition to woodwork-
ing, he also likes to crochet and en-
grave glass. Mark's employed as a
software engineer at AGCO, and he
also likes electronics.

“Just about anything Mark has an
interest in,” Cassie said. “He com-
pletely built all the cabinets and
everything” in their remodeled house
they bought as a foreclosure.

Cassie said she suggests projects,

and Mark makes them. Cassie is a
homemaker, as they have two boys at
home, who likes to crochet and sew.

“Most of my making revolves
around solving a problem—an organi-
zational problem,” she said, adding
she comes up with ideas to make life
easier. “I enjoy simple crafting, too.”

In addition, she's put together a
maker box for their kids, which is full
of toilet paper rolls, recyclable stuff,
tape and glue, for instance. 

“They love it,” she said. “They make
all sorts of random little things.”

The idea of the box, in addition to
getting the children to be creative, is
Cassie has more control over what the
kids get into.

Blocher's interests, besides metal-
working, include performance auto-
motive and tooling.

“I like to make more usable things
like tools,” he said and not so much
decorative items.

Carr's making involves computer

servers, operating systems and chain-
maille. 

“That making and creative process
is so necessary for us as individuals,”
Mark said. “Creating things gives you
self-confidence.”

During the group's first meeting,
there were 19 who attended, and they
got to know each other.

The local maker group is part of a
“maker” movement sweeping across
the country.

“The maker movement is a trend in
which individuals or groups of indi-
viduals create and market products
that are recreated and assembled
using unused, discarded or broken
electronic, plastic, silicon or virtually
any raw material and/or product from
a computer-related device,” according
to technopedia.com.

On the website “techshop.ws,”
where “The Maker Movement Mani-
festo” book is displayed, Mark Hatch
calls the book “Rules for innovation in
the new world of crafters, hackers and
tinkerers,” and describes the move-
ment with several directives—make,
share, give and learn.

Part of this movement is people
opening Maker Spaces, such as Make-
ICT in Wichita, which is an 8,700-
square-foot building where folks can
create. It's filled with tools and equip-
ment, and there are photos of folks
welding, doing woodworking and pot-
tery on the website.

“Eventually, it would be awesome to
have a Maker Space,” Cassie said
about the local group.

A Maker Space is like a gym for the
mind, with users paying a member-
ship fee.

Local group organizers do want to
eventually have workshops and
classes, and folks can get together to
buy equipment that might be too ex-
pensive to purchase on their own. If
seven makers chip in on a 3-D printer,
and one person uses it one day a
week, it gets used every day, Mark
said.

“We'd like to operate as a non-profit
eventually and spotlight members in
meetings,” Cassie said.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Cassie Glade works on a two-sided crochet
project. 
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America—over 300 million
worldwide.”

It's also projected that 86
million people will get dia-
betes or be pre-diabetic, he
said, and even though
there's that many who have
diabetes, 95 percent go
without formal education on
their condition.

“We're trying to change
that by offering the con-
sumer more of a disruptive
way of educating people,”
Johns said, while sitting
comfortably at Mojo's in
North Newton while staff
member Collins McDonald,
also from Newton, filmed
him talking.

Rather than have folks
pay $500 for a one-time edu-
cation course, their fee for
the app is $5 per month.

“Can do it at your own
pace, instead of sitting in a
class four to five hours on a
specific day,” he said, adding
a person can do it in three-
to 10-minute segments.

“So that's the real value
we're bringing to the app,”
Johns said. “It's structured.
It's a whole educational
process that lasts for 16
weeks.”

The content is being cre-
ated by a top diabetes edu-
cator in the country, Johns
said, who has written edu-
cational programs for the
American Diabetes Associa-
tion and the American Asso-
ciate of Diabetes Educators.

In addition, they're doing
the app using artificial in-
telligence building on IBM
Watson.

“Watson is a cognitive
technology that can think
like a human,” according to
ibm.com.

“So it'll learn what their
food preferences are,” Johns
said. 

For instance, an app user
will be able to ask the app
what a good meal would be
to cook that evening, and
the app will answer based
on the person's preferences,
location and health needs.
In addition, a person can
use the app to ask what
would be the best meal for
them at a particular restau-
rant.

“The goal is to make the
decision-making process
easier,” Johns said.

Right now, their niche is
diabetes, but in the long
term, they do plan to offer a
general health and wellness
app for anybody to use.

Johns' interest in getting

such an app off the ground
started with his father, who
has Type 2 diabetes. He was
at Indiana State getting his
exercise science degree be-
cause his dad has diabetes
and his family has a long
history of health problems.

“That inspired me to look
into alternatives to taking
medications your entire
life,” Johns said.

These alternatives in-
clude diet, exercise and
stress management. While
getting his degree, he came
across a documentary called
“Escape Fire,” which basi-
cally is about how the
health care system is in
flames, where health-care
professionals throw pills at
the problem.

“Health care professionals
are recognizing this problem
and seeking new alterna-
tives,” Johns said. “The
health care industry as a
whole is going through mas-
sive change.”

This documentary in-
spired him to start the proj-
ect, and he contacted
business partners who now
are co-partners. They are
William Markus, another
Newton native; Braden
Eck; and Dillon Noller. The
company, KingFit, has five
full-time employees, includ-
ing Johns and the co-
founders.

They launched their first
online coaching service in
2015, running that for a
year.

“Using the upgraded on-
line service and some guid-
ance from our mentor, Tony
Schy, we ran a 10-person

online coaching pilot in
June of 2015, and we had
success,” Johns wrote on
KingFit's website. “Amie
Robinson lost 42 lbs in 24
weeks. While coaching our
10 clients, we began seek-
ing market validation from
physicians. We knocked on
a lot of doors and got a few
meetings with physicians. A
physician partner referred
us 30 patients in three days
for a university research
study at Indiana State. This
was exactly the motivation
we needed to keep moving
forward.”

They wanted to build an
app, but they needed
money. They planned to
launch an online health
course called Empowering
You. They raised $3,000 in
short time.

“We used the $3,000 to
upgrade the coaching serv-
ice and in February of 2016,
we launched the service on-
line for $54.99/month,”
Johns wrote. “It was time to
pursue investment to scale.
By this time, we had our
first connections in Wichita,
and we were invited to
apply to pitch at 1 Million
Cups ICT. We pitched our
idea of a futuristic health
coach using artificial intelli-
gence and it changed our
path forever.”

They presented at 1 Mil-
lion Cups, Innovation
Health Care Summit and
were invited into the e2e
Accelerator Program in Wi-
chita.

“The combination of all of
those events allowed us to
raise $300,000 and fully

launch our project,” Johns
said.

The app is expected to
launch in March, and they
plan to have a launch party
in April.

With e2e, Johns said tons
of companies applied and
only six were selected, and
an invitation to Silicon Val-
ley is a competition selec-
tion process. E2e focuses on
mentoring, accelerating and
activating entrepreneurs in
the Heartland, according to
e2ewichita.com. With Sili-
con Valley, KingFit was cho-
sen as one of 10 companies
out of hundreds that ap-
plied.

People will be able to get
the app in the app store. In
addition, folks are welcome
to sign up for the beta
group at kingfit.org, and
the app will be launched to
this group in March. The
beta group will have free
access.

“The process and the
journey has been so fun, so
exciting,” Johns said. “We
never know what's gonna
happen next, which makes
it really enjoyable. We're
learning so much.”

Another benefit of having
the business is they're
growing their network and
professional skills in the
process and are inspiring
health care professionals,
because “they've been wait-
ing for change for a long
time,” Johns said.

“If we can help some indi-
viduals with Type 2 dia-
betes, that's what it's all
about,” he said.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Miguel Johns, right, CEO of KingFit, sits with employee Collins McDonald, videographer. 
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The Newton School Dis-
trict is moving forward
with submitting a Head
Start grant application. 

The 215-page applica-
tion was the result of hard
work throughout the dis-
trict, Newton Superintend-
ent Deb Hamm said. 

The application is for
the same funding the dis-

trict previously applied for,
and to Hamm's knowledge,
as long as the program
stays the same, with the
same amount of funding
and size, she things the
program can stay at a half

day.
District staff previously

recommended not submit-
ting a new grant applica-
tion before a community
response cause the district
to reevaluate it's decision.

District moves forward to submit Head Start grant application
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR OBITUARIES

Thursday, Feb. 16
10 a.m.—NHS Bowling at AVCTL Championships

at Seneca Bowl.
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Wii Bowling. Grand Central.
5 to 6:30 p.m.—American Sign Language Class. Fee

is $25. Newton Recreation Commission, 415 N. Poplar
St.

5:15 p.m.—Tai Chi. Grand Central.
6 p.m.—NHS Swimming at State Diving Champi-

onships at Capital Federal Natatorium, Topeka.
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members

and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

6 p.m.—Teen Game Zone. Newton Public Library.
6 to 8 p.m.—Movie Night at Grand Central. 
6, 8 p.m.—Bethel College Basketball vs. York Col-

lege at Bethel College.
6 to 8 p.m.—Third Thursday at Harvey County His-

torical Museum, 203 N. Main St.
6:30 p.m.—Computer Guts. Newton Public Library.
6:30 p.m.—Newton Toastmaster Meeting. Newton

Recreation Center, 415 N. Poplar St.
7 p.m.—Historic Preservation Commission Meeting.

City Hall.
7 p.m.—Teen Youth Leaders in Kansas. Newton

Public Library.
7 p.m.—Third Thursday Book Club. The Turner

House by Angela Flournoy. Newton Public Library.
7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night. Anyone

age 8 or older is welcome. Full game package is $10,
and early-bird package is $5. American Legion Post 2,
400 S. Spencer Rd.

Friday, Feb. 17
9 to 11 a.m.—Driving Capacity Evaluations. Grand

Central
9:30 a.m.—Spring Toddler Story Time. Newton Pub-

lic Library.
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—NHS Wrestling at Regional Tournament.

Goddard High School.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert.

Grand Central.
2 p.m.—NHS Swimming at State Championships.

Capital Federal Natatorium, Topeka.
5 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Chili Frito Pie and

Chili Dogs. Members and Guests welcome. American
Legion Post 2, 400 S. Spencer Rd.

5:30 to 8 p.m.—Zion Lutheran Soup Supper Benefit.
All money benefits the Newton Police Department Re-
serve Officer program. 225 S. Poplar St.

6 p.m.—Friday Night Games. Grand Central.
6, 7:30 p.m.—NHS Basketball vs. Salina South.

Ravenscroft Gym.

Saturday, Feb. 18
9 a.m.—NHS Wrestling at Regional Tournament.

Goddard High School.
9:15 a.m.—VITA Tax Assistance. Newton Public Li-

brary.
3:30 p.m.—NHS Swimming at State Champi-

onships. Capital Federal Natatorium, Topeka.

Sunday, Feb. 19
7 to 11:30 a.m.—American Legion Monthly Break-

fast. $8 for adults, $4 for children 12 and under. Po-
tato casserole, hashbrowns, scrambled eggs, sausage,
biscuits and gravy, pancakes, French toast, orange
juice and coffee.

2 p.m.—Flour Power at Harvey County Historical
Museum. Gene T. Chavez presents the history of Mex-
ican Immigration to Kansas and the upbringing of the
perfect flour tortilla in the Midwest. 203 N. Main St.

Monday, Feb. 20 (President’s Day)
All Day—Grand Central Billiards. Four competition

quality tables available for use Monday through Fri-
day at Grand Central.

10 a.m.—Blood Pressure Check. Grand Central.
11:45 a.m.—Friendship Meals. Call (316) 283-2222

for reservation. Monday through Friday at Grand
Central.

1:30 p.m.—Golden Notes. Call at (316) 283-2222 to
schedule a performance. Grand Central.

4 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Newton Public
Library.

6 p.m.—VITA Tax Assistance. Newton Public Li-
brary.

6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members
and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

7 p.m.—USD 373 Board of Education Meeting.
McKinley Administrative Center.

7 p.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton Pub-
lic Library.

7 p.m.—Beginners Square Dance Class. Grand Cen-
tral.

Tuesday, Feb. 21
10:30 a.m.—Bingo. Grand Central.
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Craft Handwork. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert of

Park City. Grand Central.
4 p.m.—Icky Love Stuff Puppet Show. Newton Pub-

lic Library.
6 p.m.—American Legion Auxiliary Meeting. Ameri-

can Legion Post 2, 400 S. Spencer Rd.
6, 7:30—NHS Basketball at Maize.
7 p.m.—Document and Photo Damage Repair. New-

ton Public Library.
7 p.m.—Round Dance. Grand Central.
7 p.m.—American Legion Post 2 Meeting. Dis-

cussing changing by-laws. American Legion Post 2,
400 S. Spencer Rd.

Wednesday, Feb. 22

9:15 a.m.—VITA Tax Assistance. Newton Public Li-
brary.

9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.—Bethel College Life Enrich-
ment. Krehbiel Auditorium in Luyken Fine Arts Cen-
ter, Bethel College.

1 p.m.—Cards/Games. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool for Women. Ken Fast

teaches billiards using Steve Mizerak’s complete book
of pool. Donation of $1 per week. Grand Central.

3:30 p.m.—Master Builders LEGOs. Newton Public
Library.

Glenda
Elaine
“Buni” Brad-
ford was
born Nov. 24,
1952, to the
union of
Roland Peter
Bradford
and Hattie
Mae Eu-
banks. She grew up in
Arkansas City, where she
attend public school in
Cowley County and later
graduated in 1981. She
was married to Claude
Lolar, Jr., in 1969. This
union was blessed with
four children. Later, she
had a long-standing rela-
tionship with Booker T.
Hollis, which brought
forth her youngest bless-
ing, Tiara.

Glenda worked numer-
ous jobs and continued to
learn and love life. She
enjoyed singing, listen-
ing to music and spend-
ing time with her family.
She had a devoted love
for animals, especially
cats. She enjoyed seeing
her grandkids, cooking
and helping anyone she
could.

She was a strong
woman of faith, great
mother and the true defi-
nition of a survivor. She
knew how to take a bad
situation and make it
funny, as she loved to
laugh and make other
people laugh. She will be
missed dearly.

Glenda leaves to cher-

ish in her
memory her
mother, Hattie
Mae Burgin;
her brother,
Ernest John
Bradford; her
children, Mar-
cus Lolar, Lisa
Lolar, both of
Ponca City,

Okla., Kesha Grace and
husband Gimmill Grace
of Ponca City, Okla.,
Shaunta Lolar of Ponca
City, Okla., and Tiara
Hollis of Wichita; her
grandchildren, Jayden,
Justice, Mercedes, Mar-
cellus, Malessa, Nicolas,
Maleena, Gimmill, Ja-
maica, Jakarrah, Daju-
nique, Aaron, Jacob,
Bobby, Azaia; and one
great-granddaughter,
Jai’Lynn. She also had
many cousins and
friends who loved her
dearly. 

She was preceded in
death by her father,
Roland Bradford, and
one grandson, Juwan
Lolar. 

Funeral service was on
Feb. 11 at Petersen Fu-
neral Home Chapel in
Newton, with Pastor
Floyd Edwards presid-
ing. There will be a pri-
vate family interment at
a later date.

Memorials are sug-
gested to the Caring
Hands Humane Society
in care of Petersen Fu-
neral Home.

GLENDA BRADFORD
Billy Ward

Grosch, 82,
died on Fri-
day, Feb. 3,
2017, in
rural New-
ton.

Billy was
born on April
3, 1934, in
Mahto, S.D.,
to Albert and Grace
(Bangle) Grosch.

Billy married Sylvia
Eveline Klauman on
Sept. 23, 1960, in New-
ton. Sylvia preceded him
in death on April 11,
2016.

Billy was a retired
manufacturing worker.
He enjoyed the outdoors,
especially hunting and
fishing. He was a hard
worker and had a strong
personality. When Sylvia
was alive, they took
many trips to South
Dakota to visit family.
They enjoyed times when
the family would camp at
Marion Lake.

Billy is survived by his

children,
Daniel and
Cindy McDow-
ell, Dennis
and Gail Mc-
Dowell, Robert
and DeeAnn
Grosch, Dar-
rell and Robin
Grosch, and
Billie Jo and

David Dore; nine grand-
children; and seven
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in
death by his wife, Sylvia
Grosch; parents, Albert
and Grace Grosch; three
sisters; and three broth-
ers. 

Funeral services were
Feb. 13 at Petersen Fu-
neral Home Chapel in
Newton. A burial fol-
lowed the service at
Restlawn Gardens of
Memory.

A memorial has been
set up for Caring Hands
Humane Society of New-
ton, 1400 S.E. Third,
Newton, KS, 67114.

BILLY WARD GROSCH

Ronald Richard
Grapengater, 93, went
home to be with his Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ
on Friday, Feb. 10, 2017.

He was born Oct. 16,
1923, in Newton to
Henry and Mary Grapen-
gater. He was the
youngest of four broth-
ers. He graduated as a
certified machinist from
the four-year AT&SF Ap-
prentice School. He
married Lorene
Rutschman of Whitewa-
ter on Feb. 17, 1945—
they were married 71
years.  

His employment in-
cluded Johnny’s Confec-
tionary, Perfect Bakery,
Boeing and AT&SF
Railroad.

He was preceded in
death by his wife,
Lorene; his parents; and
his siblings, Kenneth of
Newton, Archie of Har-
lingen, Texas, and Joyce
of Brownwood, Texas.

He is survived by his
four children, Bob
(Elaine) Grapengater of
Pueblo West, Colo., Rick
(Susan) Grapengater of
Tulsa, Okla., Dana
(Kim) Grapengater of
Garden City and Mary
Beth (Garry) Penning-
ton of Chanute; his nine
grandchildren, Michele
Grapengater Harring-
ton, Jeff Grapengater,

Mark Grapengater,
Laura Grapengater Elli-
son, Jennifer Grapen-
gater Moussavi, Megan
Grapengater Palen,
Richard Pennington,
Matthew Pennington
and William Pennington;
and his 12 great-grand-
children, Kayli Higdon
LaFon, McKenna Har-
rington, Brock Harring-
ton, Charlotte Ellison,
Ford Ellison, Reese
Grapengater, Michael
Grapengater, Evelyn
Grapengater, Annabelle
Pennington, Anber Pen-
nington, Olivia Palen,
and Marek Moussavi.

He was a member of
Salem United Methodist
Church and served in
many ministries during
many years. He loved
doing projects for others.
His ability to fix just
about anything will be
remembered by all he
helped.  

Services were Feb. 13
at Salem United
Methodist Church, 115
Old Main St., Newton.
Burial was at Green-
wood Cemetery in New-
ton. 

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be sent to
Salem United Methodist
Church or Caring Hands
Humane Society, in care
of Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton.

RONALD GRAPENGATER

Ronnie
Lee Wood-
erson, 56,
of Conroe,
Texas, en-
tered rest
on Friday,
Feb. 3,
2017, at
his home. 

Ronnie
was born on June 28,
1960, in Caldwell to
Jack and Janice Wood-

erson. He attended
school in Newton, where
he graduated from
Newton High School in
1978. Ronnie was very
active in golf during his
time at Newton High.
His proudest memory
was hitting a hole in
one at the Newton
Country Club No. 6
hole on his first day of
golf practice his fresh-
man year. 

Ronnie met Pamela
Cunningham in 1979
when working with his
father in Caney. They
were married on Nov.
14, 1980, and later di-
vorced. On April 27,
1981, they welcomed
Ronnie’s only child, his
pride and joy, Michelle
Lee Wooderson, in
Newton. 

While working for
Kiewit in Wyoming,
Ronnie met and fell in
love with Yvonne
Lucero. After dating for
many years, they were

married in
May 1999 in
Rawlins, Wyo.
They remained
married until
her death on
July 20, 2005. 

In 2011,
Ronnie moved
to Conroe,
Texas, to be

closer to his parents,
daughter and grandchil-
dren. 

Ronnie is survived by
his parents, Jack and
Janice Wooderson of
Conroe, Texas; brother,
Rick Wooderson and
wife, Jo, of Hutchinson;
brother, Randy Wooder-
son and wife, Jeri, of Wi-
chita; daughter, Michelle
DeGiusti, her husband
Marc; grandsons, Marco
(Tripp) and Jackson of
Katy, Texas; and many
nieces, a nephew and
great nieces and
nephews. 

He was preceded in
death by his grandpar-
ents, Kenneth and Mar-
jorie Slothower, and
Glenn and Marguerite
Wooderson; aunt, Son-
dra Slothower; and wife,
Yvonne (Lucero) Wooder-
son. 

Memorial services will
take place at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, Feb. 18, at Pe-
tersen Family Funeral
Home, 215 N. Main in
Newton with the Rev.
Donna Voteau presiding. 

RONNIE LEE WOODERSON

Bertha
Mae Martin,
85, died on
Sunday, Feb.
12, 2017, at
Newton
Presbyterian
Manor.

Bertha
was born
Feb. 28,
1931, in Hutchinson to
Benjamin and Florence
(Ward) Elliott. They pre-
ceded her in death. She
married Charles E. Mar-
tin on July 3, 1949, in
Hutchinson. He preceded
her in death on April 4,
2002.

Charles and Bertha
moved to Newton in
1985. She began volun-
teering at Newton Pres-
byterian Manor in 1987,
continuing as a volunteer
at the manor in various
roles for the next 26
years. She was a member
of the First Church of the
Nazarene in Newton.

Preceding her in death
were her parents, her
husband, five brothers
and two sisters.

Survivors include two
daughters, Marsha Clark
and husband Dale, North
Newton, and Sondra Va-
nArsdale and husband,
Stew, Springfield, Mo.;
granddaughter, Staci
Penner and husband
Corey, North Newton;
grandson, Van VanArs-
dale, Springfield, Mo.;

three great-
grandchildren,
Damon Clark
and Laniese
Charlene Pen-
ner, North
Newton, and
Audrey Mae
Van Arsdale,
Springfield,
Mo.; one sis-

ter, Melva Lou Kloe-
fkorn, Wichita; one
sister-in-law, Alfreda El-
liott, Wichita; and many
nieces and nephews.

Visitation will be from
1 to 8 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 16, and from 1 to 9
p.m. Friday, Feb. 17, at
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.
The family will be greet-
ing from 6 to 8 p.m. Fri-
day at the funeral home.

Funeral services will
be at 9 a.m. Saturday,
Feb. 18, at First Church
of the Nazarene in New-
ton, with Rick Dages offi-
ciating.

Burial will be held at
noon at the Memorial
Park Cemetery in
Hutchinson.

Memorials have been
established with the
First Church of the
Nazarene in Newton, in
care of the funeral home
at 120 E. Broadway,
Newton, KS, 67114.

Friends may sign the
book and view the obitu-
ary online at www.broad-
waycolonialfh.com.

BERTHA MAE MARTIN

Luis E.
Quinones,
84, went to
be with the
Lord on Fri-
day, Feb. 3,
2017, in
Humble,
Texas. 

Luis was
born Oct.
30, 1932, in Cassoday to
Refugio and Eudoro
Quinones, who preceded
him in death. He also is
preceded in death by his
sisters, Hope Esicks and
Mary Louise Garcia. 

He retired from Boe-
ing after 38 years of
service. He enjoyed fish-
ing, hunting and loved
the outdoors. 

Luis is survived by his
wife of 65 years, Sara
Quinones; daughter,
Cynthia “Cyndy”
Mitchell and husband

Alan; sister,
Ophelia
Gomez; as well
as numerous
nieces,
nephews and
other loving
family mem-
bers. 

Funeral
Mass will be at

10 a.m. Monday, Feb. 20,
at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic
Church with the Rev.
Juan Garza, Celebrant.
Recitation of the Holy
Rosary will be at 9:30
a.m. prior to the Mass.
Burial will be in St.
Mary’s Catholic Ceme-
tery.

Memorials are sug-
gested to the Our Lady
of Guadalupe Catholic
Church or the Humane
Society in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.

LUIS QUINONES
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Prestressed Concrete, Inc. is seeking 
Full Time Concrete Laborers 

in Newton, Kansas 
M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Previous concrete or construction 
experience is a plus but we do offer 

on-the-job-training as well.
Excellent benefits including health/ 

dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 
retirement, vacation and holidays. 

Please contact the main office at
2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 

an application or 
call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

rschroeder@prestressedconcreteinc.com

PRODUCTION HELP WANTED
MONDAY-FRIDAY

2nd shift   4:00pm  -  12:00am
3rd shift  12:00am  -  8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

FT – Press Operators 
$12.50/hr All shifts

FT - General Labor 
$10-$13/hr All shifts

FT - Maintenance 
$15/hr BOE

Chase County Detention
Center is taking 

applications for a 

Jail Administrator
Salary based on experience.

Send resume to:
Chase County Clerk Office,

PO Box 529
Cottonwood Falls, KS
66845 • 620-273-6423

Job Description available
from Clerk’s office. 

If you enjoy caring
for the elderly, come

be a part of our team!

Diversicare of Council
Grove has openings for

CNAs. Apply at
http://www.dvcr.com

For questions, call Becky
Johnson, RN DON or

Betty Cox RN ADON at 
620-767-5172.

EOE and Drug Free Facility

Office Administrator - General Office
Growing financial services firm is looking for a person

with good communication skills to handle varied 
responsibilities including heavy phone and 

face-to-face client contact for entry-level position. 
Must be organized self-started. 

To be considered for this position, apply online at 
www.edwardjones.com/careers

Equal Opportunity Employer

Accepting applications for the
full-time position of Water
and Sewer Maintenance
Worker.  This is a 40 hour a
week position and is a non-
exempt position under FLSA.
The position performs skilled
and semi-skilled work in the
maintenance of the water and
sewer systems.  Maintains
water distribution and sewer
lines and operating depart-
ment equipment are the pri-
mary responsibilities of this
position.  This employee
should possess a strong me-
chanical aptitude and effec-
tive communication and
public relation skills. High
School diploma or GED re-
quired.  Salary rang D.O.Q.
Application deadline Febru-
ary 28, 2017.  Applications
and complete Job Description
may be obtained from City of
Herington, 17 North Broad-
way, Herington, KS 67449,
785-258-2271. EOE.

HELP WANTED:  

WATER AND SEWER 
MAINTENANCE

WORKER

Hillsboro Industries is looking for an 

Experienced Welder
with a good work history.

We offer competitive wages and benefits

Stop by 220 Industrial Road and 
fill out an application

Hillsboro Industries
220 Industrial Road, Hillsboro, KS 67063

620.947.3127

Family and Consumer Sci-
ences opportunity in Flint

Hills District, office in
Council Grove, Kansas. 

See: www.ksre.ksu.edu/jobs
for responsibilities, 

qualifications, and applica-
tion procedure. Application

Deadline: 2/27/17. 

K-State Research and 
Extension is an EOE of indi-
viduals with disabilities and

protected veterans. Back-
ground check required.

EXTENSION AGENT

Bethel College alumni 
administrative assistant

and institutional 
research 

Three quarter-time position.
The candidate must have
strong interpersonal and
communication skills, 

maintain confidentiality, 
extensive experience in

Word and Excel, comfort
using social media, proven
accuracy in data entry and
reporting, affinity for com-
plex database management,
interest in event planning,

familiarity with Bethel 
constituency.

Details at
https://www.bethelks.edu/
why-bethel/people/career-
opportunities/. AA/EOE

Whole House ESTATE SALE
Saturday, February 18
811 Lazy Creek Drive, Newton

MANY items including: Tempur-Pedic Full Motion Base mattress and
frame, Panasonic 55” flat screen plasma HD TV, 6 ft. solid oak dining
table with 2 leaves and 4 chairs, Dyson vacuum, office furniture, buffet,
lamps, sewing machine, GARAGE TOOLS: ladders, extension cords, paint
supplies, Delta contractor 10” table saw, workbench with bench top drill
press, Dewalt 13” planer, Makita drywall screw gun, Makita skill saw,
Fostoria infrared electric garage heater, Milwaukee 12” compound miter
saw on Bosh mobile stand. YARD TOOLS: Hustler 48” zero radius mower,
Husqvarna gas weed eater with trimmer attachment. Husqvarna 16”
chainsaw, rectangle patio table with 6 chairs, large Chiminage, Weber
Spirit gas grill. ANTIQUES: quilting frame, 1890s bedroom set, COL-
LECTIBLES: Snow Babies, Chicken Hen on Nests, bells. AND MORE!

Salem Home currently has the 
following position open:

Salem Home currently
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash

PH: 620-947-22721

Or obtain an application at:

Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

• FT Evening CNA

• PT-FT CNA Float
(Activities, Restorative &

Floor)

• PRN Nurses

St. Luke Living Center

Part-time CNA

Evenings and nights

and PRN (RN)

Contact:  Janet Herzet,
Living Center Director
620-382-2177, Ext. 354
St. Luke Hospital and 

Living Center
535 South Freeborn
Marion, KS  66861

Apply online @ www.slhmarion.org

TCT is hiring a 
FT Sales Rep

in Abilene
for cellular and wireless
internet products and 

services through retail and
outside sales activities.  
Base pay with commis-

sion. 100% paid benefits. 
Previous sales experience

preferred. Valid KS DL.
EEOE. Submit 

resume at
www.tctelco.net/

employment

Your classified ad will appear in both the Hillsboro Free Press and Newton Now...
reaching every Marion County household and Newton Now subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display: $12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25.50)

Call 620-947-5702 
or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

THE HERINGTON TIMES

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!

Reader Advisory

The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and
other materials designed to help their
clients establish mail order selling and
other businesses at home. Under NO cir-
cumstances should you send money in
advance or give the client your checking
account, license ID, or credit card numbers.
Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee
loans regardless of credit and note that if
a credit repair company does business
only over the phone it is illegal to request
any money before delivering its services.
All funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale

40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1500.00 in KC.  $2200.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call
785 655 9430 or go online to
Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, availability
& Freight estimates.

Help Wanted

The City of Garden Plain is taking applica-
tions for FT maintenance worker. Submit
resume to cityclerk@gardenplain.com.

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

2 Announcements
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1 Merchandise

Automobile
1997 Lincoln Town Car 138,000 miles Needs
work on rear suspension, One owner
$1,200, 620-727-0113.7-1tc

Motorcycle
2008 Harley Davidson Ultra Classic, all
options, perfect. 620-381-1042. 7-1tp

1 Merchandise

2 Announcements

Wanted
Wanted: Barnwood, old doors, porch posts
& windows. 620-382-6393. 7-4tc

3 For Rent

Apartments

Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-

450/month. Includes water/trash. 

rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn 

Large 1 Bedroom Apt. Hillsboro for 1 Re-

sponsible Adult. Partially furnished. Quite

neighborhood. May consider obedient dog.

620-947- 3535 leave a message. 7-tfn

Clean and remodeled 1 and 2 bedroom

apartments available. 110 N Jefferson,

Hillsboro. $400 to $475. Covered parking,

central heat and air. Call 620-343-9800 or

316-772-2597. 6-4tc

Homes
211 S. Lincoln. Hillsboro. 4 bedroom, 1
bath Victorian house available immediately.
Kitchen appliances furnished.  No smoking.
No pets.  620-877-7887.52-tfn

For Rent- Hillsboro. 3 bed/ 1bath/ 1 de-
tached garage, appliances- washer and
dryer, refrigerator, stove. No smoking, No
Pets. 316-300-8668.  6-2tp

2 bedroom house with appliances, CH/A,

located in Hillsboro. 620-245-1648. 7-1tp

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Class A OTR, Regional home weekly, End
Dump Drivers For Newly Expanded Busi-
ness. Late Model Peterbilts & Raven Trail-
ers, Vacation Pay, Health Ins, 401K. Call
(800) 776-5672.

Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Tina ext. 301 or Lori
ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.

Great Plains Trucking of Salina, KS is
looking for experienced OTR Tractor Trailer
Flatbed Drivers or recent Driving School
graduates. Our Drivers travel 48 U.S. states
as well as the lower Canadian provinces.
We offer excellent compensation, benefits,
home time and equipment. Please contact
Brett or Judy at 785-823-2261 or brettw@gp-
trucking.com, judym@gptrucking.com

Misc.
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BATTERIES
for Life!  Call to start your free trial!  877-
687-4650

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All conditions accepted.
Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-268-9386

Lenders Offering Special Gov’t Programs
for Mobile Homes and $0 Down for Land
Owners. Promo homes with reduced down
payments. Use Tax Refund for additional
incentives. Singles from $39,900. Doubles
from $59,900  866-858-6862

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Lung Cancer?  And 60+ Years Old?  If So,
You And Your Family May Be Entitled To A
Significant Cash Award.  Call 866-327-
2721 To Learn More.  No Risk.  No Money
Out Of 

RV & Sport Show – Topeka Kansas Ex-
pocentre. Screamin’ Deals! Friday 2/17 1-
7pm, Saturday 2/18 10am-7pm, Sunday
2/19 11am-4pm. 30+ brands! Kids FREE!
www.TopekaRVshow.com  1-800-756-4788.

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA
approved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying
your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan Modifi-
cation? Is the bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner's Relief Line now for
Help!  855-401-4513

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE &
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill-
Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

ADOPTION
A childless married couple seeks to adopt.
Will be hands-on mom & devoted dad. Fi-
nancial security. Expenses PAID. Call Holly
& Tiger. 1-800-790-5260 (ask for Adam)
(MCN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL & IN)
(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-
0205 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.homemoney77.com (MCN)

Over the Road carrier seeking experienced
drivers. Midwest and west coast, no east
coast. Drivers average 3,000+ miles per
week, loaded and empty miles paid. Call
recruiting 1-800-645-3748 
www.gfltruck.com (MCN)

Drive with Uber. You'll need a Smartphone.
It's fun and easy. For more information,
call: 1-800-902-9366 (MCN)

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 Weekly
Mailing Brochures From Home!

No Experience Required. Helping home
workers since 2001! Genuine Opportunity.
Start Immediately! www.IncomeMailers.net
(VOID IN SD, WI) (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble withthe IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, call: 866-871-
1626 (MCN)

FOR SALE
FRUIT & NUT TREES. Blueberry, Straw-
berry, Grape, Asparagus, Evergreen &
Hardwood Plants & MORE! FREE catalog.
WOODSTOCK NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95,
Neillsville, WI 54456. Toll Free 888-803-
8733 wallace-woodstock.com (MCN)

Trailer Close-Out Sale: Fuel Tank Trailers:
4-Place Snowmobile trailers: Gooseneck
Skid loader Trailers: Scissor Lift Trailers:
New ST205/75D15 "ON" White Mod wheel
$69.00: Trailer REPAIRS & PARTS.
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com 515-972-
4554 (MCN)

4 Real Estate

Land

HEALTH & MEDICAL
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for yourprescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 1-800-263-4059 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer! FREE BATTERIES
for Life! Call to start your free trial! 855-
982-0724 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?Shoulder Pain?
Get a pain-relieving brace at little or NO
cost to you. Medicare Patients Call Health
Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-
800-795-9687 (MCN)

Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. Call today 1-888-403-
7751 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed.
No contract or commitment. We buy your
existing contract up to $500! 1-800-919-
3588 (MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-
800-712-9365 (MCN)

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming. FREE Install (up
to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-800-
390-3140 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-442-
5148 (MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. Call
NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! Call Now! 1-888-
607-9294 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock in 2-Year Price
Guarantee ($50/month) w/AT&T Wireless.
Over 145 Channels PLUS Popular Movie
Networks for Three Months, No Cost! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

Change the way you watch TV- Get rid of
cable and get DIRECTV! You may also
qualify to receive $100 VISA gift card when
you sign up today - Limited time Only.
CALL NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
(MCN)

PERSONALS

MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid op-
erators, just real people like you. Browse
greetings, exchange messages and connect
live. Try it free. Call now: 800-357-4970
(MCN)
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MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton’s Ethan Torres swims the backstroke portion of the 200-yard individual medley at the AVCTL league meet on Feb. 11 in Newton. Torres fin-
ished second in the event. 

Whetting their appetite
Swimmers ready for state after tough league meet

There is a delicate bal-
ance for a swimmer start-
ing at the league meet
going to state in Topeka.
Like a thoroughbred horse
in the Belmont, the temp-
tation to waste all the en-
ergy too soon can lead to a
bad race in the final
straight when it matters
the most. 

For the Newton High
School boys, the balance
becomes even tougher
when the league meet in-
cludes the defending state
champion Maize.

But with a big portion
of the team fighting off ill-
ness, the Railers used the
fast pace set by the Eagles
to have a strong meet, fin-
ishing third with 280
points.

“I am really proud of
them,” head coach Kim
Powell said. “Not feeling
well, they stuck it out,
and they came back to
rally there at the end and
get it.”

Ethan Torres had a
monster league meet,
using the heavy competi-
tion to pick up a couple of
second place finishes, one
a 2:17.47 in the 200-yard
individual medley and the

other a 57.97 in the 100
backstroke.

“I always feel like the
more that I see there is a
big challenge, the more
that I am going to want to
push myself harder,” Tor-
res said. “If I can think
mentally that I can beat
this person if I go hard
enough, I can usually
push myself to go faster.”

In the final week before
the state tournament,
there may not be another

Railer who appreciates
the importance of saving
something for Topeka. In
each of the past two years,
Torres has been confined
to watching state from the
stands due to injury. Last
season, he was on a relay
team that made it to the
finals, but trying to swim
hurt made it worse, and
Torres was replaced on
the team.

Having to watch, know-
ing he missed his opportu-

nity, fueled the desire to
go back to Topeka and ac-
tually get in the pool.

“It makes me want to
just push myself harder,”
Torres said. “But be safe
while doing it. I kind of
was just sad that I didn’t
get to swim. It still makes
me nervous, because I
know that I will actually
have to compete.”

For senior Shaedon
Wedel, the final week be-

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Joey Perales dives into the water for the 50-meter freestyle sprint at the AVCTL league meet on Feb. 11 in
Newton. 

Cowden wrestles
through first-ever
girls state tourney

As Delaney Cowden walks off the mat for the final
time, it isn’t hard to see how tough the day was. Her
eyes have rolled and are stuck staring up at the ceil-
ing searching for answers. Her mouth is full of
blood.

The day is hard. But it is supposed to be hard at a
state championship tournament. And for the first
time in the history of Kansas, Cowden and other
girls from around the state got a chance to test
themselves against the best, wrestling in a girls
state high championship in McPherson. Having been
humbled with an eighth place finish, Cowden used
the experience as a learning tool.

“It was good to see where I needed to work on for
the summer wrestling and wrestling folkstyle,” Cow-
den said. “This summer, I am going to go out and
put a bunch of work in and hopefully come back next
year a lot stronger and looking for a lot of revenge.”

The day started off strong for Cowden. She got a
pin over the second-place finisher and was in close
matches all day. But in the close matches, wins
didn’t come.

“If we would have had one or two matches go our
way, we would have been in third and fourth or
maybe even first or second,” head coach Tommy Edg-
mon said. 

With the losses, the frustration grew. Wrestling is
a sport that demands a constant level of hard work
that isn’t very fun. There is working on moves on the
mat, conditioning and diet consuming an athlete’s
life. Having the years of dedication given to the
sport ending in a loss isn’t easy to handle.

“It is nice to see some of that upset, because that
means they want it that bad,” Edgmon said. “If
somebody took a loss and didn’t really care, that
kind of tells you where their heart is. So someone
that gets that emotional and upset because they
wanted to win, I kind of look at that as a positive.”

Cowden was born into a wrestling family, which
made participation in the sport something of a deci-
sion of destiny. But there is one big reason she puts
herself through the pain. It is the reason she came
back to the team after missing her freshman season
with an injury before she even knew that there
would be a girls state championship to compete for.

“Just getting your hand raised is probably the best
feeling ever,” Cowden said. “Like my first match,
that was in overtime; I pulled it out, and it felt so
good.”

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton sophomore Delaney Cowden prepares to face McPherson
wrestler Kaleigh Marbut in the 120 to 126-pound division at the first
ever girls state championship on Feb. 11 in McPherson. 

See SWIM /12

See COWDEN / 12

Wrestling seniors reflect on senior night

The senior wrestlers at
Newton High School have
spent most of their lives
preparing to defend
against aggressive, at-
tacking opponents. But
the one indefensible real-
ity inevitably caught up
with them on senior
night in the final dual
against Maize as time
crept in for a takedown.

“It is kind of bitter-
sweet, because I have
been wrestling here for so
many years,” Newton
senior Brody Roberson
said. “From kids club—
we always had the kids
club tournament here—
all the way to my senior
year, it has been fun. It
snuck up on me really
fast. I just, as a kid I
looked up to the high
schoolers. And now that I
am here and I am a sen-
ior; I try to be that role
model for them.”

With Maize open at
nearly every weight with
a Newton senior, Austin
Gehring was the only one
who got to take the mat
on senior night. He made
the most of the last
match he will ever wres-

tle in Ravenscroft Gym
with a pin over Bradley
Van Skike. But what the
sport has given him
throughout the years is a
mental toughness that al-
lows him to fight through
difficulty in order to
make things look easy
when nothing could be
farther from the truth.

“A lot of it is mental
toughness,” Gehring said.
“A lot of, if not everything
out on the mat is all men-
tal. You can be tired and

still do something. Cer-
tainly with mine, it
ended in the first period.
But I wouldn’t say it was
easy. It is never easy.”

While the other seniors
on the team got the night
off from wrestling
matches, it became a
night to cheer on their
teammates. And it be-
came a night of reflection
on their high school ca-
reers that are nearly
over.

Through the years,

going back to kids
wrestling, there have
been plenty of memories
on the mat. There have
been rivalries, hard-
fought overtime victories,
big matches in the Tour-
nament of Champions,
regional tournaments,
state tournaments, and
for Logan Treaster, there
was even a win on the big
stage in the state finals.
But as the time to think
about high school

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See SENIORS / 12

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton senior Austin Gehring gets a pin over opponent Bradley VanSkike at 152 pounds on senior night,
Feb. 9 in Newton. Gehring was the only senior who was able to wrestle in the final dual of the season.

The bout for girls
wrestling has only begun

Iwas so happy to see a charge being led to make
girls wrestling an official high school sport in
Kansas. It isn’t there yet. There is a bunch of

work to do. But good for McPherson Athletic Direc-
tor Shane Backhus and wrestling coach Doug Kret-
zer for going ahead and taking the initiative to just
invite everyone
and host a state
championship
themselves.

It wasn’t an
easy thing to do. I
ran into long-
time McPherson
sports writer
Steve Sell at the
tournament. We
got to talking
about how great it
is for girls all over the state. McPherson doesn’t
have a home wrestling tournament in the winter. I
asked Sell why that was. It seemed peculiar to me.
The Roundhouse is such an iconic and unique build-
ing; it would seem like the perfect place to host a
huge tournament. Sell just said it was because
everyone in McPherson was worn out on hosting
tournaments in the winter. That made sense. They
host blowout basketball tournaments on both boys
and girls tournament weeks. A massive amount of
work goes into both of those tournaments. I don’t
think anyone would blame people for taking a “let
someone else do it” approach when talking about
hosting yet another tournament.

But opening this door for girls not only in
McPherson but in the entire state was important
enough for these people to put in the long hours
away from their families to host a quality tourna-
ment. I hope the girls at this year’s tournament ap-
preciate that. I hope all the girls who either stick

DROP THE MIKE
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Hale's Sales and Service
804 SE 125th N
Sedgwick, Ks 67135

Ph# 316.772.5853
Fax 316.772.0043

www.halessalesandservice.com

Hale's Sales as Sales and Servicea
804 S

ww .halessalesandserwww

Fax 316.772.0043
Ph# 316.772.5853

Sedgwick, Ks 67135
804 SE 125th N

.comviceandser

Acrylic Paintings for Sale
by Virgil Penner

Mojos Coffee Shop
Bethel College 

Campus

Gust Orthodontics
store window 
504 N. Main

Available at:

&

Check out website: virgilapennerart.com

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

For sale by owner in Marion 
One owner ranch home
built in 2000. 4 bedrooms,
3 full baths, fresh paint and
new flooring on main level.
Screened in porch, laundry
hookups on both floors, concrete storm room. Basement
mostly finished and walks out to huge backyard with compos-
ite privacy fence and large basketball court. Well with sprinkler
system professionally installed in 2015. Master suite has
Jacuzzi tub and separate shower, in addition to large walk in
closet. Large 2 car garage with 18 ft door. Perfect for retired
couple or young family. 2 blocks from local hospital. Move-in
ready. $225,000. Call 620-381-3256 with questions or to
schedule a showing. Visit Zillow.com for additional pictures.

SALE!
February 16-17-18 

Thursday & Friday - 8am to 4pm 
Saturday - 8am to 2pm

222 E Washington Kingman Ks 

• Antiques • Collectables • Lots of Tools 
• Parts & Misc. • Records • 8 Tracks &

Cassettes • Plus much more 

with, or pick up wrestling
from here on out appreci-
ate it, too.

Adding opportunities
for kids outside of the
classroom is important.
Here it comes in the way
of sports, but it can be in
music, art, forensics, quiz
bowl or any other shape
that can capture an indi-
vidual’s thirst for im-
provement. Not everyone
has the same talents or
interests, and that is why
it is important to have as
many avenues as possible.

It is good for a person to

have something to strive
for. It can, and most often
does, lead to improvement
in the classroom and in
all areas of life. They say
idle hands are the devil’s
plaything. Trust high-
school deviant me when
he says that saying is ac-
curate.

And budgets being what
they are, this isn’t the
easiest time to be asking
for additions around the
state. So if and when you
can get new things, take
advantage to the fullest.

One of, if not the
biggest, reasons for girls
wrestling’s absence from
an official state champi-
onship is simply the num-

bers, or lack thereof, of
participants. There really
is no telling what the
numbers could be if girls
had the promise of a post-
season to wrestle for. If
McPherson is any indica-
tion, the interest is there.
The Bullpups have 12
girls on the roster for the
girls state tournament.
None of the other schools
have more than two.

It makes sense that
McPherson has so much
interest. It is the hub of
the movement and has
been for years. These girls
can see a future in the
sport, because their own
coach is leading the
charge.

Now that there has
been a state tournament,
it is time for the other
programs and the girls
who wrestle in Kansas to
start recruiting and use
the event to get people on
board. It may be an explo-
sion of participants. I
hope it is. 

But more likely it will
continue to be a slow pro-
gression that is going to
require passionate people
to fight.

Mike Mendez is the
sports editor and can be
reached by e-mail at
mike@harveycountynow.co
m and followed on Twitter
at @MendezNewtonNow.

MIKE
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fore his last state meet
has become a time to re-
flect on a career in the
pool. 

“Being a competitive
swimmer for 10 years,
this is my last meet ever,”
Wedel said. “So I am going
to give it my all to try to
go fast. Ten years is quite
a long time. State last
year was really fun with
the seniors from that year.

Team dinners, it was just
always crazy here and
fun.”

Having a defending
state championship team
in the pool at league pro-
vided a pretty clear meas-
uring stick for what the
bar is going to be like in
Topeka. It gives swim-
mers like Ryan Hirsh rea-
son to be excited about
taking on the best in the
state.

“Sometimes you can
surprise yourself with the
times you go,” Hirsh said,

“especially at state when
you have your taper and
your tech suit and are
shaved. It adds up a lot.

Heading into the state
tournament, Powell
knows she has strength in
the events at the end of
the meet. She is spending
the week pulling back on
the reins in order to have
the energy for a strong
finish at the final meet.
But the Railers will be
looking for a sprint to the
finish within the meet it-
self in order to maximize

their point potential.
“This season our guys

are really strong in back-
stroke, breaststroke and
that 400 free relay,” Pow-
ell said, “so there was al-
ways that hope in the end
that as long as everybody
swims their best that we
would be able to pull
something out at the end.
I am hoping at state, too,
we will see that. We are
not very strong in our
first few events. But in
the end we will be OK.”

SWIM
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While the popularity of girls
wrestling is growing, finding num-
bers in Kansas high schools can be
a challenge. Many schools will al-
ways have one or two female
wrestlers. But once they are on the
team, keeping them on the team for
four years can be an even bigger
challenge.

And you would have to forgive
them for trying it out as freshman
and giving up on the sport. Before
the girls state tournament this year,
wrestling for girls often meant
doing all of the work training, and
not getting the actual payoff with a
match. While teams are in a dual,
the girls are often sitting in the
stands watching or going onto the
junior varsity mat if the opportu-
nity to wrestle a male competitor
comes around. It rarely means get-
ting to ever have a match against
another female, and there was prob-
ably never going to be a chance to
contribute to the team in the post-
season, wrestling against the best
males in the state.

“Typically if a girl comes out as a
freshman, you know you are going
to wrestle all boys in duals, and it is
hard to get them to come out the
next year and the next year after
that,” Edgmon said. “I think you see
it at the kids level. Girls wrestle a
lot at the kids level. And then when
you get to middle school and high
school, you kind of see them drop off
a bit.”

And while the first Kansas girls
state wrestling tournament is an of-
ficial Kansas State High School Ac-
tivities Association (KSHSAA) event
like all the other tournaments
throughout the year, it is not an of-

ficial KSHSAA state championship,
as girls wrestling has yet to be rec-
ognized as its own sport. But that is
the end goal for McPherson head
coach Doug Kretzer, who has a full
roster of girls on the team with the
Bullpups. Kretzer, and girl
wrestlers from around the state,
want to have that kind of team
everywhere.

Though the sport hasn’t been rec-
ognized as its own yet, having an all
girls state tournament brought a
new sense of purpose and excite-
ment to the girls on high school
wrestling teams.

“I want to try to get some of the
girls to come out so that they can
have some of those experiences,”
Cowden said. “And I want some of

the girls from the high school that
could be good wrestlers to come out,
like McPherson. I’d love to have a
team like McPherson in Newton. It
is a man-dominated sport and it
shows that we can when they think
we can’t. We can be successful just
as much as a guy can. I was a lot
more fueled up for this one than I
would be for like any other tourna-
ment against guys because I know
against guys I have to think a lot
harder and wrestle a lot smarter be-
cause I am not going to be able to go
strength to strength with them like
I can with a girl. When I found out
that I had this opportunity, and all
of us I have a feeling, we all were
really pumped. Because wrestling
guys all season, it sucks.”

COWDEN
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wrestling as a thing of the
past gets closer, one of the
biggest things the seniors
at Newton will remember
fondly is the time spent
together with the team. 

There were rivalries
formed in kids wrestling
that grew into unbreak-
able friendships between
athletes who have given
each other everything.

“Me and Logan going
back as kids, just growing
up wrestling each other
as kids we kind of got into
it in the wrestling room,”
Roberson said. “Didn’t re-
ally like each other at
some points. But it has
brought us a lot closer. I
will never forget the rela-
tionship that I have
gained with Logan
wrestling. Even if you
wrestle, no matter what
level, JV, varsity, kids,
I’ve got respect for you,
because I know what it
takes to be good in this
sport, and I know what
you are putting into it.”

While there have been
countless hours together
locked in inescapable

combat in the wrestling
room—iron sharpening
iron—there have also
been hours together cut-
ting loose that have be-
come the favorite high
school memories of the
wrestlers. An annual trip
to Garden City for the
Rocky Welton Invitational
leaves time to kill on a
long bus ride out west.
The guys always look for-
ward to the trip and make
the time in the bus and in
Garden City fly by with
each other. 

A very trusting head
coach Tommy Edgmon al-
lowed two-way radios in
each of the vans. No one
had to miss out on the ac-
tion taking place in the
other vehicle as the
wrestlers had fun going
back and forth on a rela-
tively ancient technology.
And senior Andrew Trow-
bridge was there to order
a pizza for a packed room
full of wrestlers.

But when it comes to
cutting loose as a group,
there is one senior that
the team can always look
to for comic relief. 

“The people on our
team, there are a bunch
of different characters,”

Roberson said. “Kadin
McBee is probably the
funniest guy I have ever
met in my life.”

McBee may be able to
joke around with the best
of them, but when it be-
comes time to get serious,
he has committed himself
to working his way from
the junior varsity mat
over to the varsity side of
the gym. The sport has
given him the ability to
get serious enough on the
mat to become a state
qualifier a season ago.
The discipline on the mat
has bled over into all
areas of life, including the
ability to keep a vigilant
eye on his health.

“It has given be a lot of
discipline, motivation and
self confidence,” McBee
said, “a lot of self confi-
dence. Because there is a
lot of times when I didn’t
think I would be able to
do it or I wanted to quit,
things like that. And driv-
ing through and pursuing
my dreams and keeping
at it, it pays off. Like with
diabetes—I have dia-
betes—you have to be
much more strict with
your diet. Things like that
have transferred over and

helped me a little bit.
With school and things
like that, you have to be
on top of your school work
otherwise you can’t wres-
tle. That was something I
kind of struggled with in
middle school.”

While the regular sea-
son has come to an end
for the last time for this
group of seniors, the 2017
tournaments are only
starting count this week-
end with the team ready
for regionals on Feb. 17
and 18 at Goddard. The
qualifying will be tough
with top-ranked Goddard
and No. 2 Ark City head-
lining the show as per-
haps the two best
wrestling teams regard-
less of classification.

But the high level of
competition only gets the
blood pumping.

“It is nice knowing
when you tell them, ‘Hey
if you put in the work on
this regional and if you
qualify, there is a good
shot that you are going to
place at state,’” Edgmon
said. “So being in the re-
gional we are in, you are
going to have a good
chance at placing.”

SENIORS
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Delaney Cowden rides McPherson’s Megan Manning in the 120 to 126-pound division at the
first ever girls state championship on Feb. 11 in McPherson.

Railer basketball teams split
games with Derby and Hutch

You win some and you
lose some. Over the week,
both Newton High School
basketball teams lost in
Derby on Feb. 10 and
picked up wins at home
against Hutchinson. The
Newton girls fell to Derby
39-34 and bounced back
with a 41-30 win over
Hutchinson. The boys fell
to the Panthers 73-64.
The Railers came back
strong to get a 56-47 win
over Hutch.

After starting the sea-
son undefeated, the Railer
girls have tasted the other
side of losing close games.
Derby got revenge after
Newton beat the Panthers
41-32 on Jan. 10 in New-
ton. In Derby on Feb. 10,
the Railers took a 7-4 ad-
vantage after one. But in
the second quarter New-
ton continued to struggle
finding points while the
Panthers erupted,
outscoring Newton 14-5 in
the second quarter, to
take an 18-12 lead at the
half.

The Railers cut into the
lead in the third quarter,
outscoring the Panthers
12-10 to make it 28-24
after three, but couldn’t
complete the comeback in
the fourth quarter.

Against Hutchinson,
Newton got yet another

shutout quarter, blanking
the Salthawks in the first
to take a 13-0 lead after
one. The Railers took a
26-9 lead at the half and
held on in the second half
to get the win. DesiRay
Kernal led the team with
14 points, and Abigail
Schmidt had 10. 

Like the girls, a slow
quarter in the first half
hurt the Railer boys. After
Derby outscored Newton
18-9 in the first quarter,
the deficit was too big for
a late comeback attempt.
Newton won the second
half 44-39, but it wasn’t
enough to overcome the
slow start.

Ty Berry led a quartet
of Railers in double digits
with 20 points. Cailen
Valdez scored 15 and
Nathan Ahrens scored 14.
Damarius Peterson
chipped in 12 points
against the Panthers. 

Against Hutch, the
Railers didn’t waste time
early. Newton doubled up
the Salthawks with an
18-9 lead after one and
didn’t let up. Hutch made
things interesting cutting
the Newton lead to 26-22
at the half and 37-33 after
three, but the Railers fin-
ished to win 56-47.

—Mike Mendez



Brees and her mom, Ruth,
run Clayworks Gallery,
417 N. Main St. In addi-
tion to both of their
works, they also sell art
from other artists on a
consignment basis.

Brees enjoys making
her creations.

“I like the whimsy in
it,” she said. “It makes
people smile or laugh. It
affects them in a positive
way. I think there's
enough negativity in the
world without adding
more. To make someone
smile who's not smiling,
that's kind of a nice thing
to go into the world. In
general, if they're not buy-
ing stuff, they'll smile
when they see it.”

Brees thinks of her art
as unique.

“Nobody does anything
else like it that I've seen,”
she said. 

Her mom, Ruth, added,
while working on a clay
project at the gallery, “I
think the uniqueness is
the details that go into it.”

In rooms with books,
each book is made individ-
ually with titles written
on their spines, wood
grain is carved out in the
wizard tower, sheep have
curly hair, tiny cats have
big round eyes and paws,
each stone in a floor ap-
pears to be a separate
piece, not just carved in
one slab, a rug has fringe
and a bedspread has a de-
sign.

Much of Brees' work is
hand-built, but she uses
the wheel on “more exotic
stuff.” For instance, for a
vessel, she combined a
couple of techniques, since
she threw the round part
on the pottery wheel and
added cat feet, a tail and
head, which she sculpted
by hand.

“I'm big into details you
observe in the world
around you,” Brees said.
“Most people don't see
what's there.”

With her process, Brees
makes the item; it's fired;
glazed or stained; and
then fired again. Brees
likes to stain her pieces
because it brings out the

detail.
She also deals with en-

gineering when making
music boxes. Since clay
shrinks when it's fired,
she has to make sure
things can fit together
after they come out of the
kiln.

“Some of the pieces get
kind of elaborate fitting
things together,” she said.

In addition to selling
their work at Clayworks,
Brees and Ruth also sell
at Renaissance fairs, with
Judy selling her Ren-
themed items and Ruth
having goblets for sale.
Branwyn accompanies
them.

“We do normal pottery,
as well,” Brees said.

The first time Brees
sold her work was when
she was 14 at the Kansas
Newman College Renais-
sance Fair, when she sold
mostly dragons.

“They've evolved a bit
since then,” Brees said,
laughing.

Brees has been creating
art most of her life. Her
mom was a kindergarten
through 12th-grade art
teacher in Goessel, and
Ruth had art supplies
lying around the house.
Brees said there was stuff
to get into, but no one
ever told her to make

something.
“I just wanted to make

stuff,” Brees said. “If I en-
visioned something in my
head, I'd see it all, and I'd
get frustrated as a kid be-
cause I couldn't draw it
all.”

In other words, Brees
pictured everything, all
the sides, about an object.
Because of this, she was
drawn to sculpture, as it
was a good fit. As a child,
she'd work with clay in
their house, and when her
mom taught art, she'd ask
Brees, who was about
middle-school age at the
time, to make examples of
projects kids were going
to do.

Now, there seems to be
an animal theme that
runs through her work.

“I like most animals,”
she said.

However, one she might
not necessarily like was
one she and her mother
ran into at a Ren fair in
Arizona. At their perma-
nent booth there, they at-
tempted to plant a shrub,
digging a hole. Brees ad-
vised her mother to shine
a light in the hole before
reaching into it. Her
mother asked why. Brees
said because there might
be a tarantula in it.

“She looked, and there

was,” Brees said. “The
hazards of building booths
at Renaissance fairs.”

Brees and her mom
have been going to the
Kansas City Ren Fair
since 1983, which is when
Brees graduated from
high school.

Ruth said her daughter
has a gift like an engineer,
since she formulated the
plans for and built their
two-story tower with a
courtyard. It's a perma-
nent building that stays
onsite.

It was constructed in
1993, and it's still stand-
ing.

“Very solid,” Ruth said.
Joining artwork for sale

at the Newton gallery are
classes. Brees teaches
some of them.

“I mostly teach the kids,
and anytime we have a
big group, I do that,” she
said.

Kids classes are around
4 p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays, and adult
classes are on Wednesday
and Friday mornings.

“Adults are all about
what I can't do, and kids
are all eager and willing
to try,” Brees said. “Just
about everybody can
make something, but you
have to get over that
hump.”
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316-283-3811

Buy 1 Buffet @ Regular Price 
and get the 2nd Buffet 1/2 OFF! 

Of equal or lesser value. Adult and 
senior citizens on Fri & Sat Evening 

and Sun Lunch w/ coupon.
1 coupon per customer per visit. 

Not valid w/ other coupons or specials .
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1/2 PRICE BUFFET

www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Your Independent Agency since 1978

Call Us For A Custom Quote & Personal Attention

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114

If you can
DREAM IT,
We can 
BUILD IT! 1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114BUILD IT!
We can 

DREAM IT,
If you can

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114
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Cats live inside this wizard tower, which was made by Judy Brees. 

NHS officially hires principal
The Newton School

Board officially hired
Lisa Moore to serve as
principal at Newton
High School.

Moore served as an in-
terim principal for the
last year following a
stint as assistant princi-
pal. She started in the
Newton School District
in 2004 and has spent 26
years in education.

“I'm so excited,” she
said, finding out at the
meeting after being
asked about the consent

agenda which approved
her hire. “I'm passionate
about student learning,
and most people who
know me know I want
what's best for kids.”

Moore said she looked
forward to working with
the school and making it
the best it can be.

“I have a great admin-
istrative team,” she said.

Her hire was unani-
mously approved by the
district on the consent
agenda.

—Adam Strunk

Stolen T-shirts turn into aggravated robbery

Two Indiana Men
were arrested on Tues-
day at Khaos Apparel,
SE 36th Ste. 121, on
charges of aggravated
robbery after shoplifting
t-shirts at the store. 

According to Police Lt.
Scott Powell the two en-
tered the store and stole
t-shirts. An employee
chased the two out of
the store, and one of the
suspects turned around
and fired a BB gun at
the employee. The shot
missed but damaged a
window at the store.
The two men, Tyrone
Conwell and Christian

Cladio
were
charged
with ag-
gravated
robbery
and theft
as the
crime in-
volved
commit-
ting an
aggra-
vated as-
sault
during a
theft. Con-
well was
also
charged
with criminal damage to
property. 

NEWTON NOW STAFF

Cladio

Conwell

City talks flowers, proposed police station soil

Downtown flowers just
got cheaper, and
snowflakes will be for
sale. 

The city commission
approved a plan saving it
about $11,000 on down-
town planting as well as
one that would provide
the city with Christmas
decorations produced by
the high school and local
citizens and business
owners a chance to pro-
vide sponsorship. 

The whole conversa-
tion began after City
Manager Bob Myers sug-
gested cutting the down-
town plant program to
save or reallocate the
programs funds. 

Newton city staff got to
work in looking for ways
to cut down on expenses
for the program, which
cost about $21,000 annu-
ally. 

To lower the cost, City
Engineer Suzanne
Loomis said that the city
spoke with Stutzman's
Greenhouse to donate
plants for downtown
planters. According to
Loomis, Stutzman's main
concern was the watering
would be done in a qual-
ity manner so they don't
get blamed for plants
dying. 

The city then got

quotes on
watering
and re-
ceived a
six-month
quote from
Justin
Keazer to
water for
$8,800. 

They then approached
the Newton High School
for help with decorations
for the winter. The weld-
ing class agreed to pro-
vide metal snowflakes to
Newton for $20 dollars
apiece. The class would
construct the flakes, and
the city would paint it
and sandblast them. 

Business owners and
interested citizens would
then be able to fund each
flake for $35. The city
would seek to get 68
snowflakes purchased
and put one into each
planter.

“We expect that the life
of the flake would be
around 10 years,” Loomis
said. 

To deal with theft, the
school agreed that it
would not make any sim-
ilar snowflakes, so if one
of the snowflakes would
go missing and later
show up, the city would
know the flakes are
stolen. 

The city approved the
motion in a unanimous
vote.

Glen Davis sponta-
neously commented that

Davis Pest Control would
sponsor three
snowflakes. 

He then put Jason
Mitchell on the spot dur-
ing the public forum to
sign up for three flakes.
Pam Stevens also said
she would be put down
for three flakes. 

In other news, Loomis
gave a small update on
the old Dillons property
at Fourth and Main
Street, where the city
wanted to put a police
station. She said testing
found that the soil likely
contained diesel fuel. She
said that the city would
likely be able to handle
cleaning the soil in hours
by spreading it over land
the city owns and using
plants like brome to grow
on it and decontaminate
it. She also mentioned
mixing in sewage sludge
with the soil to help with
the breakdown process. 

In other police station
news, Mayor Barth
Hague brought forth an
idea to create a law en-
forcement center advi-
sory committee to look at
the issue of a new law
enforcement center,
which he said, in his
opinion, stalled. 

“There doesn't appear
to be enough consensus
in the community right
now to justify the cost of
an election if we do it
now,” he said. 

Hague said the group

of approximately eight
would look into law en-
forcement center options,
focusing on the most
cost-effective approach,
the approach that can
find favor with a major-
ity of the voters and
what the best option is
for Newton now and in
the future. 

“This is more of a
question of fact finding
and giving us as a gov-
erning body some guid-
ance on how best to
succeed on this,” he said. 

Etc.
The city approved

moving City Attorney
Chris Towle up two pay
scales following his six-
month review as city at-
torney.

The Newton City Com-
mission recognized New-
ton High School Student
Elizabeth Groote for her
selection to the all-state
choir, Ben Payton for his
selection to the all-state
jazz band and Jason
Wong for his selection to
the all-state orchestra.

The meeting lasted
under two hours. 

In honor of Valentine’s
Day, Commissioner
Leroy Koehn attempted
to make a cheesy state-
ment about the occasion
but said he couldn't come
up with one.

“Look at all us here
tonight; we obviously
love our community,” he
said.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Myers



TAX SEASON NOT ALWAYS TAXING

Some people dread tax
season, knowing
they'll have to pay

hundreds, or even thou-
sands, of dollars to the
government.

However, other folks
look forward to this time
of year, as they'll get their
refund checks. Some peo-
ple save that money, oth-
ers spend it, and still
others do both.

One place in Newton
where refund money gets
spent is a local pawn shop,
Patriot Pawn, 819 N.
Main St. in Newton.

An example is a couple
who had pawned some of
their items there.

“They had been pawn-
ing stuff for quite a while
with the economy the way
it was,” manager Greg
Morris said. “They needed
extra cash throughout the
year, and they pawned
stuff to help pay bills and
that kind of stuff. They
were waiting on their re-
fund, and came back and
got it.”

Morris said they had
pawned about $1,000
worth of items and re-
cently returned to pay for
them.

“Probably 30 to 40 items
or better,” he said. “They
had a whole shelf full in
the back,” later adding
they actually took up
about four or five shelves.

The way pawning works
is someone will bring
something into the store

to pawn, and the store
and the person will come
to an agreement on what
the item is worth, and
what the store feels like
the risk is worth the re-
fund, giving people the
money with a 10 percent
interest fee per month.

“Once something is
pawned, it's 90 days I
can't do anything with it,
but interest does accrue
over those 90 days,” Mor-
ris said, adding if folks
can't pay to get their
items out of pawn, they
can go to the store and
just pay the interest,
which keeps the store
from selling it.

“They can keep paying
the interest as long as
they want,” Morris said.
“We don't recommend
that.”

Morris said people also
have put items on lay-
away and will come back
and pay for them when
they get their refunds.

Folks expecting refunds
also have been checking

out the guns.
“I've had people looking

at guns and telling me as
soon as they get their tax
refunds, they're coming in
to get guns,” Morris said.
“I probably need to re-
stock gun supply for tax
season. I had people see
stuff they don't necessar-
ily have anything in
pawn. They're just cus-
tomers who see something
they want and don't nec-
essarily want to take it
out of their budget
money.”

Morris also said the pre-
vious owner (the store
now is owned by Neigh-
bors Pawn Shops out of
Wichita) told him, regard-
ing past history, a lot of
pawns get redeemed dur-
ing tax-return time.

Also regarding tax re-
funds, Morris said Patriot
Pawn will cash tax refund
checks from a local tax
service.

“We've been advertising
to people we're going to
accept Liberty Tax refund
checks here,” he said.

Patriot Pawn gets increased business from refund money
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Tax Planning & Preparation
Electronic Filing

Financial Statements
Auditing Services
Estate Planning & 
Trust Accounting

Bookkeeping – Payroll

301 North Main, Suite 110
Newton, KS  67114-3459

www.kmcocpa.com

White & Claassen, LLC 
Cert i f i ed  Publ i c  Accountants  and Financ ia l  Consu l tant s  

We are an established firm committed to providing our clients with 
excellent tax and accounting advisory services.   

 We offer a variety of services, including: 
  - Tax preparation for Business & Individuals 
  - Tax Planning & Projections 
  - Financial consulting 
  - Bookkeeping 
  - Payroll services 
  - Software setup, support and training  
We are currently providing tax appointments with a local member of 

our team: 
Bruce D. Claassen, CPA 

Bruce has been a member of the Newton and Hesston community 
and our firm for over 18 years.  He looks forward to serving you. 
CALL FOR YOUR LOCAL TAX APPOINTMENT TODAY! 

(316) 265-4877  ext. 207 

 

614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

1023 Washington Road, , KS 67114

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Patriot Pawn manager Greg Morris, center, and employee Megan Derber help a customer on Friday morning. 
ABOVE RIGHT: These are just some of the items for sale at Patriot Pawn in Newton.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

TAX CORNER

Tin Pin serves up fresh burgers where you least expect

When biting into a
burger at the Tin
Pin, something

becomes clear quickly:
it's simple. There's no
fancy arugula or apple
chutney. 

It’s just thick, juicy
beef with the regular fix-
ings: lettuce, tomato,
onion and cheese, if you
ask. Add the buttery
toasted bun with a cold
draw of domestic beer to
wash it down and it's a
wave of nostalgia that
crashes against your
taste buds with every
bite. This is the kind of
burger found in the malt
shops and greasy spoons
of yesteryear.  

Of course, it's served in
the corner of a bowling
alley.

“Obviously we have the
best burgers in town,”
owner Jamie Jones said
with a grin and a chuckle
and a noticeably biased

opinion. He said the
burgers the bowling alley
served were well liked, so
they thought to grow it. 

“We just thought it
would be kind of cool to
have a sports bar,” he
said.

There are two secrets
to the Tin Pin burger.
The first is being able to
find it, thinking to go to
the bowling alley to eat.
The second is fairly obvi-
ous.

“They are fresh,” Jones
said. “Fresh and hand
pattied every day. We
don’t have anything
frozen as far as burgers
go.”

Getting people to come
inside of Play-Mor Lanes
has been a bit of a chal-
lenge. But once people
make it inside, with
Jamie’s mother-in-law
Donna Jones waiting ta-
bles and Ruth Murphy
firing burgers off the flat
grill in the kitchen, they
leave telling their
friends.

“It is definitely picking
up,” Jamie said. “People

are starting to figure it
out, and it is picking up a
lot. At first it was like,
‘Does anybody know?
How do we get this out

there?’ People are like,
‘Bowling alley? Really?’
But it is definitely pick-
ing up.”

Burgers and beer aren’t

the only things being
served up at the restau-
rant. There are chicken
strips, grilled chicken
sandwiches, hot dogs,

pizza, and a vast array of
sides, including sweet po-
tato fries and sweet corn
nugs, to name a few. 

But if you are lucky
enough to come in on the
one day every month
when Jamie’s husband
and his brother get in the
kitchen, you can throw
the menu out and use
your imagination to
order.

“Once a month they
will come in on a Friday
night and they will do all
the cooking,” Jamie said.
“And they will just do
random stuff. If some-
body requests something
and we have it, they will
just do it. The first night
they did different kinds
of fries, like they did a
mushroom, Swiss fries
and then they did a pizza
fries. So they will come in
once a month and just
randomly make weird
stuff. It is kind of fun.”

Tin Pin Bar and Grill is
open Monday through
Friday for lunch from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. and for
dinner from 5 to 8 p.m.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF

ad@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Tin Pin employees Donna Jones (left) and Ruth Murphy (right) are the people owner Jamie Jones credits with
making the food as good as it is. 


