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FRESH PRODUCTS TOO! PRODUCCTS TOO

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Stacy Schmenk smiles at people in vehicles while manning a few signs
for The Mattress Hub on Thursday morning. The Hub is closing. 

A public event will give a recruit-
ment firm, Retail Strategies, a
chance to convince the city commis-
sion that it should hire them to re-
cruit businesses to Newton's

downtown. 
The City of Newton will hold a

public presentation at the Merid-
ian Center at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
Jan. 18, for the group to address
the commission about what the
company can do for Newton. 

City Manager Bob Myers floated
the idea of using downtown flower
money to help pay for a three-year
$125,000 contract with the com-
pany to study Newton's downtown
and to draw more retail to it. 

“Our research tells us these peo-
ple are good at what they do, and
hear for yourself and see what you
think,” Myers said at a previous
city commission meeting.

The company, based out of Birm-
ingham, Ala., describes itself as a
national firm on its website. 

From its client list, it appears
the company works mostly with
small cities based in the southern

Firm to make $125,000 pitch
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

In one day, Stacy
Schmenk received the
goodness of warmth in the
form of five hot chocolates
and three cups of coffee
from passers-by while
manning her signs on
North Main Street outside
of The Mattress Hub.

The Newton resident
waves at cars and trucks

that drive by while she
holds signs that say things
like, “Store Closing Sale,”
“The End is Near” and
“The Mattress Hub,” with
the business' phone num-
ber and address listed.

Yes, The Mattress Hub
that's helped folks get a
good night's sleep for a
while is closing, and
they're having a big sale.
Schmenk is one of the peo-
ple helping promote the

OUT IN THE CHILL

Local holds a sign,
waves at passersby

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See SCHMENK / 8

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Joseph Loganbill of rural Newton stands near “On the Road-Aleppo,” which he’s
hoping to sell to raise money for Aleppo. 

Most people in America aren’t
affected by war-torn Aleppo, the
Syrian capital, and probably a lot
of folks in this country hardly give
the city a second thought, at least
until recently, when evacuees
started posting their goodbyes on
the web. In recent weeks, thou-
sands have evacuated Aleppo
while a ceasefire between govern-
ment forces and rebels held.

Rural Newton artist Joseph Lo-
ganbill was one of those affected,

as the refugees’ plights got into
his conscience.

“I had been awake one night
thinking about the people and
seeing how much devastation
there was in the city,” he said.
“Having seen some of the photos
of the parents and their children,
tried to put myself in their shoes
and imagine just the lack of hope
that anyone would help them and
how trapped they were. As an
artist, I wondered what kind of re-
sponse to that I could have.”

He came up with an answer. He
saw a photo of evacuees with

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

HELPING OTHERS

Loganbill paints to help Aleppo

815 BUILDING DEBATE CAMP HAWK DEBATE

2016 ELECTION

YMCA’S ARRIVAL

YEAR IN 
REVIEW : TOP 10 STORIES
2016 had a ton of news in it and many

stories that will continue to play out in
the following years. After some healthy
debate, here are what the Newton Now
newsroom views as the 10 largest sto-
ries in the Newton area for 2016:

1. Excel Shooting
The national spotlight centered on

Harvey County for a week at the end of
February. With the pain caused by the
incident, the response by emergency
units and Harvey County as a whole
coming together to heal, the Excel In-
dustries shooting tops the list of largest
stories in 2016. 

After an employee and gunman began
a shooting spree in Newton and contin-
ued to the Excel Plant in Hesston, four
were dead and 15 more injured. Hesston
Police Chief Doug Schroeder shot and
killed the gunman.

The victims, who were killed inside
the Excel Industries plant in Hesston,
were Renee Benjamin, 30; Joshua Hig-
bee, 31; Brian Sadowsky, 44, of Newton,
employees at Excel.

After the shooting, there was a can-
dlelight vigil the following night and a
Harvey County Community of Sorrow
and Hope event on Sunday, Feb. 28, at
Hesston High School.

The spotlight garnered regional and
national attention, not just because of
what happened, but because of the
timely and well-prepared response and
the bravery and community bonds dis-
played in the days following. It was an
event that showed humans at their
darkest and afterwards at their best.

2. Administration Changes
Harvey County saw a massive change

in administrations and those who call
the shots in 2016. Some top dogs re-
tired, some got other jobs and some

NEWTON NOW STAFF

See TEN / 8

The city plans to no
longer regulate the con-
tent of signs.

Over recent months, the
city staff has overhauled
sign ordinances to handle
new digital signs in New-
ton as well as a recent
Supreme Court free-
speech ruling. The pro-
posed changes will be
discussed at a 6 p.m. Mon-
day, Jan. 9, meeting at the
city office.

Newton Public Informa-
tion Officer Erin McDaniel
said the changes on the or-

dinance have been in the
works for a while. On the
digital sign side, McDaniel
said the city had seen an
increase of the signs and
the existing ordinance, up-
dated in 2000, didn't ad-
dress the issue.

“We were getting a few
complaints about the ones
in town being too bright
and distracting,” she said.
“We knew that we were
going to have to alter our
ordinances for digital
signs.”

According to the new or-
dinance, digital signs may
only contain static mes-
sages, transition using

City drafts overhaul
for sign regulations

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See SIGN / 10

See LOGANBILL / 10

� Recruitment group ready to
speak to city about retail services.

See FIRM / 8
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Ican’t stand marshmallow
creme. It’s gooey, impossible
to spread or work with and

generally just drives me crazy.
When I find recipes that call

for it, I often completely skip
over them because I don’t want
to deal with the sticky concoc-
tion.

But when I saw the recipe I’m
sharing with you this week for
chocolate peanut butter stacks, I
decided to risk it anyway, and
while I still struggled to get the
fluff out of its container, mixing
it with peanut butter actually
made it halfway decent to work
with.

The only problem I had with
this recipe was that it only used
half of a container of the marsh-
mallow crème, and I couldn’t fig-
ure out what in the world I’d do
with the other half, so I just
went ahead and doubled the
recipe. Plus, that let me use an
entire package of crackers, too,
so it was a win-win in my book.

I found this recipe on the blog
“Averie Cooks” by Averie Sun-
shine. She has a couple cook-
books out if you want to check
out her website. You can find
this recipe at http://www.aver-
iecooks.com/2016/11/chocolate-
peanut-butter-stacks.html#. As
I said, my version is doubled.

Chocolate Peanut Butter

Stacks

Ingredients
7 ounces marshmallow crème
1 cup creamy peanut butter
13 to 14-ounce box of round

buttery crackers like Ritz (I
used wheat)

about 1 pound almond bark or

melting chocolate
sprinkles (optional)

Directions
In a bowl, mix the marshmal-

low crème and peanut butter
until it is completely combined.
As you stir, it should get a bit
easier to work with.

Spread a thin layer of the
marshmallow mixture (some-
where around an eighth of an
inch thick) on one cracker and
sandwich it with another. Set
aside.

Heat the almond bark in a mi-
crowavable bowl in 30-second
increments, stirring often, until

it’s melted and smooth (I always
melt a little food safe wax into
my chocolate to give the finished
product a glossier finish, but
that’s optional.).

Lay out several sheets of
waxed paper on your counter.
Dip the sandwiched crackers
one at a time into the chocolate
and place on the waxed paper to
dry. If you’re using sprinkles,
put them on the crackers before
the chocolate hardens too much.

When the chocolate is hard-
ened completely, remove the
stacks from the waxed paper
and serve or store in an airtight
container.

These got rave reviews when I
shared them with others over
the holidays, and they were
easy enough to make that they
may make it into the permanent
candy rotation for this time of
year.

And even though I had to
fight with the marshmallow
crème a bit, I figure I can pre-
tend I burned off a few extra
calories by working my muscles
to stir it. 

Hey, at least a girl can dream.

Lindsey Young is co-owner of
Kansas Publishing Ventures
which operates Newton Now.

She can be reached at: 
lindsey@clarionpaper.com

See how well this sweet recipe stacks up

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
For those in need of an easy dessert or sweet snack, chocolate peanut butter stacks definitely fit the bill.

Imagine one morning, loading
all your kids in the car during a
school day, knowing you have to
take three kids to three separate
schools. Everyone ate breakfast
fast because you woke up really
late. There wasn't enough time
to make your morning coffee.

As you pull up to Chisholm
Middle School to drop off your
oldest, you notice something you
hadn't expected—people stand-
ing on the curb, giving coffee and
treats to parents and guardians.
You don't care that you pulled
your coat over your pajamas.
Hot, free coffee is awaiting your
chilly self.

On Friday, CMS had Coffee at
the Curb, something they did

three times last year.
“Coffee at the Curb is a fun

way we can connect with our
parents/guardians by providing
a hot cup of coffee and a treat as
students are dropped off for
school,” CMS Princiapl Bobbi Jo
Grieb said. “The treat this past
week was a candy cane tied with
a note wishing everyone a happy
holiday as well as a promo for
our Parent Tech night coming up
Jan. 10 at 7 p.m.”

This past Friday, they served
about 200 cups of coffee. The stu-
dent group Community PRIDE
Club helps run coffee to the sta-
tions, and the CMS Family En-
gagement Committee organizes
it. The task of serving is open to
any teacher.

The school hopes to offer Cof-
fee at the Curb three times this
academic year, too.

“It is important to build posi-

tive relationships with our par-
ents, families, and community,”
Grieb said. “Our most common
communication with families re-
lates to academics and/or behav-
iors. Coffee at the Curb creates a
positive face-to-face communica-
tion with our families where we
can share a little kindness with
our families by jump starting
their day with a smile and hot
cup of coffee.”

The idea to do Coffee at the
Curb came from Grieb, who
brought it from the last school
she was at and then introduced
it to the CMS Building Leader-
ship Team.

Coffee at the Curb seems to be
a hit. Grieb said one time a re-
cipient said, “You made my day,”
and a couple of other folks, a
teacher and counselor at the
school, said this is one of the
best things the school does.

Parents/guardians enjoy Coffee at the Curb
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
This photo of Coffee at the Curb at Chisholm Middle School was posted on Facebook
in December 2015. 
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Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

For a large number of people,
turning east onto 3rd St. from
Main can result in an unin-
tended flood of memories. There
were birthdays, church parties,
first dates and weekends spent
in a whir of laser lights, fog ma-
chines and music. And in Janu-
ary, the nostalgia can be passed
down to the next generation
when Michael Lewis reopens
the Starlite Skate and Arcade.

“That is what I am getting a
lot of,” Lewis said. “These par-
ents are like, ‘You know, I’m
getting up in age. I don’t know

if I am going to be in there skat-
ing, but I can bring my kids
here and say I used to skate
here when I was a kid.’ That is
what I did. We lived at the
skate rink every weekend. It is
going to bring back memories
for me, too. This boy has got to
put some skates on and get in
there and see if I still have it. I
think the harder part is when
you fall.”

Lewis got the opportunity
when the owner of the building,
Ron Harder, approached him
about reopening the rink. The
building is occupied by Chris
Rangel and Ultimate Martial
Arts. With Rangel going to the
YMCA, Harder needed someone
to move in. As the owner of

Michael Lewis Fitness at the
outlet mall, physical activity is
something Lewis feels strongly
about. As the father of a tween
daughter, he also knows how
hard it can be for kids to find
something to do with their time.

“I’ve got a 9-year-old daugh-
ter, and we have been going to
Wichita, going down there to
skate because there is nothing
like that in Newton,” Lewis
said. “I thought it would be a
great idea and give these kids
something to do. In that tween
age right now, they don’t have a
lot to do here in town.”

With the goal being to open
on Jan. 14, there is plenty of
prep work to do. Lewis is redo-
ing the floor, repainting, and

has already put a new roof on
the building. There will be ar-
cade games that produce tickets
redeemable for prizes, conces-
sions, a new stereo system,
lights and a video projection
system. 

The rink is already booking
up with parties from churches,
colleges, and a home school
group.

With kids getting more and
more screen time, Lewis is ex-
cited to be giving them the op-
portunity to have fun mixing in
a little exercise. 

“That was my other thing,”
Lewis said. “I do the fitness
stuff for a lot of adults, so that
is what kind of peaked my in-
terest with the kids, is getting

them active. They are going to
be out there skating and getting
some exercise. Put those phones
away. I am not going to allow
them out on the floor.”

While the news is exciting for
the kids of Harvey County, the
adults who grew up skating in
Wichita are plenty fired up, too.

“That is what I am hearing
everywhere I’m going,” Lewis
said. “I even went up to my
bank the other day and pulled
through the drive through and
talked to her for like 10 min-
utes. She was like, ‘I can’t be-
lieve you are opening that back
up. I used to skate there when I
was a kid.’ I have a lot of adults
who are more excited than some
of the kids, which is great.”

Lewis reopening Starlite Skate and Arcade
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

A presidential search committee will
hold on-campus listening sessions Mon-
day, Jan. 9, allowing Bethel students,
faculty, staff and local alumni to give
feedback about their thoughts regarding
the search for a new president to replace
outgoing President Perry White. 

A press release sent out with the an-
nouncement didn't give a time for the
session but did say the search commit-
tee is committed to getting feedback. 

“We realize not everyone will be on
campus during interterm,” search com-
mittee chair Daniel Flickinger of San
Francisco said, “but the committee is
working to bring a clear candidate to
campus before the end of the current ac-
ademic year and wants to get input and
guidance from the campus community
as soon as possible. The search commit-
tee invites direct communication from
individuals before and after these listen-
ing sessions.”

The executive committee of the Bethel

College Board of Directors approved 11
members for the search committee.

Flickinger will chair the search com-
mittee. Board members joining
Flickinger on the committee are Kate
Brubacher, Kansas City; Jim Ensz,
Beatrice, Neb.; Roberta Franz Hodgson,
Spokane, Wash.; and George Rogers III,
Newton. According to the release, in-
cluded on the search committee are two
Bethel faculty and one staff representa-
tive: Dwight Krehbiel, professor of psy-
chology; Doug Maury, associate
professor of athletic training and direc-
tor of Bethel’s AT program; and Gregg
Dick, controller and golf coach.

The committee rounded out its mem-
bership with the addition of Heidi
Regier Kreider, North Newton, confer-
ence minister for Western District Con-
ference of Mennonite Church USA.

Since the search process is bridging
the terms of two board chairs, both
Zerger and Brett Birky, Denver, board
chair beginning January 2017, will
serve in ex officio roles.

Listening sessions coming up in Bethel President search
NEWTON NOW STAFF

COURTESY PHOTO
A Mid Continent employee took a pie to the face to help raise money for the humane society.

Mid Continent Cabi-
netry participated in
fundraiser to help raise
money for Caring Hands
Humane Society. For each
$100 raised, the employees

could put a pie in the face
of a supervisor. In good-na-
tured fun, the employees
raised over $1,687, which
was presented to Caring
Hands Humane Society.
Kevin Stubbs, director at
Caring Hands, and Randy

Stephenson, marketing
and fundraising coordina-
tor, attended the event.

Tuff, a dog from Caring
Hands, also participated,
licking  the pie off the
faces of some of the partici-
pants.

Mid Continent gives money, flings pie for dogs
FOR NEWTON NOW

With winter comes an
increased risk of struc-
ture fires, and people
need to be careful.

That's the message the
Newton Fire/EMS De-
partment wants to get
out.

Deputy Chief Steve
Roberson said the fire de-
partment sees more
structure fires once it
gets cold and improperly
used space heaters, fire-
places or fuel source
heaters are often to
blame. 

“Generally, they have
combustibles too close to

it, they
left it un-
attended
or the me-
chanics of
the struc-
ture
aren't de-
signed to
handle
the load,”
he said. 

Roberson said it's im-
portant for people to fol-
low manufacturers’
recommendations when
it comes to adding extra
warmth to a home or
garage. He said people
shouldn’t plug heat
sources into extension
cords and keep clear a
three-foot safety zone
around all heat sources. 

“That's a no-go zone;
keep everything—dogs,
kids, blankets—out of
the zone,” he said. 

Roberson also recom-
mended annual mainte-
nance of fireplaces and
people be careful with
kerosene- or propane-fu-
eled heaters and not use
them without ventila-
tion, as they are a carbon
monoxide risk.

He also said common
sense is important with
extra heating sources. 

“For sure don't leave
them unattended; shut
them off at night before
you go to bed,” he said.
“Have a safe and happy
holiday season, and be
careful. It's that time of
year.”

Newton Fire/EMS recommends common sense during winter
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Roberson

City Engineer Suzanne Loomis made a
presentation to the city commission last
week about possible sewer needs for the
city in the future. 

The city has 120 miles of lines of sewer
to maintain throughout the city. 

Loomis spoke on a number of topics,
including development on the south end
of the town as well as needs to expand
piping under Sand Creek and to help
serve possible developments in the north
end of town. 

Loomis said the city has had multiple
inquiries about properties on the south
end of town but north of U.S. 50. 

There are four large tracts of land in
the area of SE 14th Street and S Kansas
and I-135 that have not been developed.
Loomis said that it would be important
for the city to evaluate sewage flows in
the area to understand what changes the
city would need to make to handle future
development in the area such as multi-
unit residential buildings. She said that
extending or improving the sewer to con-
nect service and handle the increase in
service to a heavy user on one of the

properties could cost the city as much as
$600,000.

She said they could have a large im-
pact on the sewer system, as all proper-
ties are located in the same drainage
basis.

“What do you recommend for that
piece and the piece adjacent to it?” Com-
missioner Leroy Koehn asked about the
open properties. 

“It can be developed; it just can't be de-
veloped with a big hotel or apartment
building,” Loomis said of the property if
the sewer line is improved or extended. 

Loomis said, for many infill properties,
there are reasons they have not been de-
veloped, such as utility connection issues. 

Loomis also discussed other sewer
projects like improving a pipe going
under Sand Creek near Eighth and Ash
that would cost about $1.5 million to up
size. She said that would help fix a large
bottleneck for sewage drainage for a
large part of the city east of Sand Creek. 

She also talked about the need to eval-
uate sewage needs on the north side of
town by Centennial Park. 

The city did hire an engineering firm
Professional Engineering Consultants to
conduct a flow measurement evaluation
of the Newton sewage system. Results
should be available on April of 2017. 

Commission briefed on sewer needs
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com



Karen Turner, the man-
ager of Carter’s a chil-
dren’s clothing store
located at the Chisholm
Trail Shopping Center in
Newton, made a call to
Harvey County United
Way this week with an in-
teresting offer. 

They had seven boxes
loaded with new pajamas
donated by customers for
children in need.  Turner
estimated 50 pairs in
each box. 

The “Sweet Dreams”
pajama drive hosted by
Carter’s is a nationwide
program. Since the begin-
ning, the company and
customers have raised
$3.6 million and donated
756,000 pairs of pajamas. 

“Carter’s believes that
every child deserves to
sleep in their own warm

PJs every night,” Turner
said. 

Turner and her team of
12 employees take this
annual pajama drive to
heart. In year seven of
participation, the Newton
store has grown to rank
seventh in drive contribu-
tions in the country. This
is no small feat, consider-
ing they are ranked one
of the lowest in the coun-
try in overall store traffic. 

Combining an enthusi-
astic staff with a gener-
ous shopping community,
the store has collected
1,127 pairs to date this
year. In the first week,
189 pairs were donated
by 64 percent of all cus-
tomers making a pur-
chase. 

By mid-December, they
had already shipped a
large supply to a distribu-
tion point in Wichita, but
the team wondered if
local kids could use them
as well. 

Seven boxes loaded
with pajamas sizes new-
born to eight arrived Fri-
day at the Harvey County
United Way office for dis-
tribution throughout the
county—all intended to
be in children’s hands by
Christmas morning. 

The Blue Christmas
program, sponsored by
Newton Police Depart-
ment, was the first group
to benefit from the dona-
tion. A total of 23 pairs
were set aside for chil-
dren receiving gifts from

the program, headed by
Corporal DeAnna Mow-
ery. 

Donations of pajamas
and cash will be accepted
at the Carter’s store (601
SE 36th, Newton)
through the end of the
year.
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Newton's Street and Sanita-
tion Department has 500 tons of
salt ready to go for the winter. 

While last year's winter pre-
sented few challenges travel
wise, local road departments
have still prepared this year to
fight whatever bad weather
Mother Nature throws at them.
For North Newton, that means
hundreds of gallons of salt
brine. For Newton, that means
a 50-by-50-foot pile of salt, a
type of shale called haydite and
a fleet of plows. 

“We don't really know what to
expect, so we'll plan for the

worst,” Newton Street/Sanita-
tion Superintendent Randy
Jackson said. 

Jackson said the department
treated the city for this week-
end's winter weather.

The process involves first
spreading a mix of salt, and
haydite, a lightweight shale, on
the roads.

“It provides superior traction
and an easier clean up for us,”
Jackson said of using haydite
instead of sand.

It takes a five-to-seven-man
crew to pre-treat Newton roads. 

Jackson said each ton of salt
costs $50, and the city is pre-
pared for three to eight major
events this winter depending on
the severity. 

Once a large storm event hits,

it takes about 10 to 12 people
running snow plows to clear
them, Jackson said. 

The crews follow a snow plan
clearing the main streets of
town first, such as Main Street,
12th Street, Broadway and a
path to Newton Medical Center. 

If the event is large, crews
will take 12 hour shifts working
around the clock to keep the
roads clear. 

“Our goal is to achieve bare
pavement within 24-48 hours of
the snow,” Jackson said.

Following the event or treat-
ing the road with deicer, a crew
will then go through and clear
out the remaining pre-treat-
ment. 

Up in North Newton the oper-
ation's a bit smaller and the city

uses a brine mixture of salt and
water to treat the roads.

With a much smaller area to
take care of, North Newton City
Superintendent Danny Bisoni
said the city can watch the
weather to make sure it makes
treatments only when needed. 

“The weather changes so
quickly, and we're in the fortu-
nate position to be able to wait
’til the last minute,” he said. 

It takes about 200 gallons of
brine to cover North Newton
roads, though Bisoni said they
will sometimes apply a double
dose if the weather looks bad. 

He said usually the city will
plow the roads after 3 to 4
inches or more have fallen and
also focus on main thorough-
fares and keeping the routes

clear to the retirement commu-
nities. 

The city can also treat with
salt and sand but doesn't have
space for it and can purchase it
from the county during a large
snow event. 

Keeping the roads clear takes
a good amount of resources and
work for local governments. 

Jackson said there are a few
things motorists can do to help
crews out. 

“Watch for snow removal
equipment and give it extra
room,” Jackson said. “When we
are plowing streets, it's helpful
not to park along the snow
route.”

The city snow route is avail-
able online at on the city web-
site.

Five hundred tons of salt stand ready for winter
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Carter's donates piles of pajamas to United Way
FOR NEWTON NOW

NEWS BRIEFS
City to pick up 
Christmas trees

City of Newton Street
Division crews will collect
and recycle discarded
Christmas trees beginning
Tuesday, Jan. 3.

Trees must be placed at
the curb to take advantage
of this service. Trees can
also be taken directly to
the Harvey County Rodeo
Grounds, 700 W. First St.

Free mulch will be avail-
able beginning Jan. 27 at
the Rodeo Grounds. You
must bring your own con-
tainers to transport the
mulch.

For more information,
contact the street division
at 284-6070. 

NMC announces 
appointment of four
new board members

Newton Medical Center
announced this week the
appointment of four new
members to its board of di-
rectors.

Carolyn McGinn (Sedg-
wick), Matthew Schmidt
(Newton), Racquel Thiesen
(Newton) and Colin Wind-
ham, M.D. (Valley Center)
joined the hospital’s 19-
member governing board.

“I am pleased to wel-
come Sen. McGinn,
Matthew, Raquel and Dr.
Windham to the board of

directors," said Val Glea-
son, Newton Medical Cen-
ter president and CEO.
"As leaders in the commu-
nity and experts in their
fields, these individuals
will be a tremendous asset
to the hospital.”

A complete listing of
Newton Medical Center’s
board of directors is avail-
able at
www.newtonmed.com.

Locals graduate from
University of Kansas

The University of
Kansas recently an-
nounced that two locals
earned degrees. Adrian
Lujano of Newton earned a
Bachelor of General Stud-
ies in Communication
Studies and a Business
minor. Wendy Gong of
North Newton earned a
Bachelor of Science in
Nursing.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Published in the Newton Now on December 15, 22, and 29, 2016

The year 2016 has seen its share
of downs, so Newton Now wanted to
share a list of its Top 10 feel-good
stories (that aren't sports or busi-
ness-related, because they're get-
ting their own top 10) published
during the past year. Here they are:

1. Destiny Garcia of Newton gets
a Make A Wish trip to Disney World
and is declared cancer free.

Garcia was diagnosed with a
tumor near the base of her skull be-
tween both hemispheres of her
brain on July 10, 2015, and was re-
ceiving chemo treatments. Newton
Now did an article on Garcia’s
struggle on Oct. 20, and Garcia was
the recipient of a Make A Wish trip
to Disney World. The family learned
Garcia was cancer free on Nov. 11.

2. Connie Palocioz of Newton
could be one of the longest-working
Rosie the Riveters in the country.

Palacioz’s job started during
World War II when she worked on
bombers, and it ended in 2016. She
took a 55-year break from her work-
ing war days to volunteering on the
bomber Doc, which is housed in Wi-
chita and just became flight worthy.

During the war, the Newton resi-
dent worked for Boeing from May
1943 to August 1945, when the war
was over, and in 2000, she started
volunteering for the Superfortress
B29 bomber, Doc, which was ex-
tracted from a desert.

Her working on Doc has come full
circle, as the 91-year-old said she
actually worked on Doc at Boeing in
Wichita during the war.

3. Hugh McConnell, a Newton na-
tive and 2012 Newton High School
graduate, was selected as the first
captain of the U.S. Military Acad-
emy’s Corps of Cadets for the 2016-
17 academic year. This is the
highest position in the cadet chain
of command, according to a United
States Military Academy West Point
news release.

4. Newton resident James Ewy
continued his ministry of repairing
bicycles at the Newton Et Cetera
Shop for people residing at the local
homeless shelter. He volunteers
about four to five hours a week to
repair bikes for the Et Cetera Shop
to sell on the floor, as well as to give
to homeless shelter residents and
other social-service agencies.

Ewy said he’s been doing this for
about 10 or 11 years, refurbishing
more in the summers and fewer in
the winters.

5. Three daughters of Larry
Lampman met Harvey County
Sheriff's Deputy Nate Regier at the
site where the daughters' father,
Larry Lampman, had a motorcycle
accident, which was the 1300 block
of South Oliver Road. Lampman
later died from injuries he sus-
tained in the accident. Lampman's
daughters, Laura, Brenda and Kim-
berlee, made funeral arrangements
for their father that day and loaded
up the van to find the scene of the
accident and look for some closure.

At a heavily sanded area of the
road where they believed the crash
occurred, the sisters walked.

“I was getting frustrated,” Laura
Armstrong said, adding she had
started walking away from the
group. “I just sent up a message and
said, 'You know if there is any way
to show us help me find something
so I know.'”

Armstrong said it was then when
sister Brenda Thompson started to
yell. Regier also was out there, and
he was able to tell the women about
what happened after the crash.

6. Newton High School student
Gracie Hammond raised money to
give fireworks to 20 needy families
for the Fourth of July. She said
every family that asked for fire-
works received them.

“A lot of them were really emo-
tional,” she said. “I had a little girl
screaming and excited. They were
so grateful and amazing. I had some
tears. It made me feel like I was
doing the right thing.” 

She said she was motivated by a
need to try and reach out to other
people.

“I’m a Christian,” she said. “I’ve
been in a Bible study. I’m trying to
get better in my faith.”

She posted in “What’s Happening
in Newton,” a popular local Face-
book group where people exchange
information, and that’s when the
messages came in asking for help.

7. The History Channel came to
Newton for a series they're doing on
immigration. 

“The History Channel is planning
a four-part series on immigration to
the United States,” said Warkentin
House board member Karen Pen-
ner. “I’m assuming that means four
one-hour parts. It’s just one little
section of the whole immigration
story.”

That one little section Penner re-
ferred to is Mennonites immigrat-
ing to the United States, and this
area has a rich history of Mennon-

ites immigrating from Russia to
Kansas.

The History Channel filmed Dec.
1 at the local Warkentin House, as
well as in Halstead and a couple of
locales in and near Goessel.

8. Jaxen Titus Young, who was 5
at the time, raised $180 for the
Newton Police Department right
around the time of the Orlando,
Fla., shooting.

Young earned money in a variety
of ways, including a lemonade stand
at the ribbon cutting ceremony at
his dad’s restaurant, 701 Café, and
selling Laffy Taffy.

He had one reason for doing it.
“Just to be nice,” he said. “I’m

going to still keep doing it.”
Young is the son of Christopher

Young and Taylor Titus of Newton.

9. New crossing guard at Sunset
Elementary School Cierra Erbert
spreads a little sunshine with her
job, waving and bowing at folks.
Crossing guards in Newton work for
the Newton Police Department.

Erbert started her job around the
time school began this academic
year. However, even though she
hasn’t been a crossing guard in
Newton for long, people already are
saying positive things about her.
Her positive attitude at her job even
was brought up in a recent Newton
City Commission meeting.

“I like helping people,” Erbert
said about why she wanted to be-
come a crossing guard. “It’s a con-
stant thing for me. Outside this job,
I still do it even if it’s just a smile or
a wave.”

10. Dave and Pat Tongish had
some troubles with cats this year,
and everything ended on a positive
note. First, the Tongishes found two
4-week-old kittens, one gray with
white paws and the other with
stripes, hiding in various parts of
one of their vans and a car. The duo,
whom the Tongishes named Bent-
ley, the male, and Mercedes, the fe-
male, took a harrowing ride from
Hesston to Newton under the hood
of a van in 100-plus-degree weather.

The tale of their rescue involved
the disassembly of a vehicle, one of
the top officers at a bank, and a cou-
ple of Hesston policemen and ani-
mal control.

More recently, the Tonighes' shop
cat Catillac disappeared, only to ap-
pear about 13 blocks away after
being missing for a number of days.
The Tongishes offered a $500 re-
ward for the cat, who turned up at
Maira Nicholson Muñoz' house.

Newton has its share of positive stories in 2016
NEWTON NOW STAFF
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Now is the time of year where
we all debate what we're
ashamed of enough to make

a New Year’s resolution about it. 
I'm guessing the local health

clubs are about to be packed. 
After weeks of my resoluteness to

exercise, my efforts have turned
into a dumpster fire.

It's dead week, which is what we
call the time after Christmas and
around New Year’s in the industry,
because nothing is usually going on. 

The world quiets down. News
gets scarce. Holidays make for short
weeks. All you really want to do is
just fill a paper and curl up on the
couch. 

It stresses me out a lot. So I
stress eat and stress drink. It's the
time of year where you don't really
know what to write about so you
write a column complaining about
the time of year. 

The whole thing feels like one
long hangover after the excitement
of Christmas is over. So here's to
losing a few pounds in 2017. 

*** 

On that subject, I didn't really
spend much time in a gym growing
up. So I didn't learn much of the be-
havior of wiping off gym equipment.
I never really even thought of the
idea, until I started going to the
YMCA. After seeing people with
spray bottles hurrying to wipe down
the tread mills, rowing machines,
and ellipticals they were getting on,
I realized they were worried about
other people's sweat. What's the eti-
quette? Do you de-sweat a machine
and de-sweat it again after you get
off. Do some only de-sweat it when
they get on? I had been wiping the
machine off after I used it but not
before. Now I'm paranoid about all
the pathogens I've exposed myself
to. Think of how many dozens of
people contribute their sweat to one
piece of equipment every day.  Stew
on that next time you're working
out and spacing off.

***

You might be noticing some new
columnists in our paper.  We found
ourselves with a bit more room on
the editorial page, so we wanted to

mix it up and get a few more local
voices in there instead of relying on
more regional columns. So keep an
eye out for them and tell us what
you think. We also have room for a
few more, so if you have thoughts or
a perspective you think others
would enjoy reading, shoot us a
line. 

*** 

Another aspect of the paper you
may have noticed in the last few
weeks are the amount of obituaries
we have been having. This happens
around the holidays every year. I've
never actually looked into it more
than an annual pondering on why
this happens. Doing some research
for this column, I found on
legacy.com—yes, the obituary site
has a blog—that they have asked
themselves the same question: why
do people seem to die around the
holidays?

They found that in the U.S., Jan-
uary has the highest number of
deaths, followed by February and
December. It's Christmas Day that
posts one of the highest annual fa-
tality numbers. 

Some causes for death are sea-
sonal, such as pneumonia or the flu. 

Heart disease deaths, stroke and
lung disease all have increased
deaths in the winter. 

Depression and seasonal affec-
tive disorder could play a role, as
well as the cold weather adding to
stress. 

Hospital staffing and response
time nationally decreases around
the holidays.

Finally, it's possible that after
the holidays are over, people don't
have as much to look forward to. 

Whatever the reason, if you've
ever commented that people seem

to go more often around the holi-
days, you're actually right. 

*** 

All this is pretty depressing stuff.
There are a few bright points in the
paper. Wendy did a nice story about
a woman who’s been holding a sign
advertising for Mattress Hub
throughout the winter. I'd recom-
mend giving it a read, because the
woman has a pretty impressive
story. 

Related on stuff in the paper, I
spent some time writing about sign
ordinances. Perhaps no one else
cares about it, but the changes the
city wants to make could be fairly
significant. Basically, the city, to
keep out of legal trouble, will no
longer be able to regulate what is
printed on a sign. You will be able
to say anything you want with your
sign if the changes are eventually
adopted in an ordinance. What the
city can regulate, however, are a
multitude of other factors about
your sign, including the font, the
size of font and if it causes a public
disturbance. So don't be thinking
you can say just anything. Free
speech is free speech as long as
people agree with you and are un-
able to find a suitable loophole to
regulate it. 

Perhaps now I'm just stirring the
pot. I'm not saying this to take a
side one way or the other. But writ-
ing the story I kept being ponder-
ing an interesting thought
involving regulations. 

The change in the sign ordinance
could enable a situation in a his-
toric district of Newton where a
building owner would not be al-
lowed to have a window sash six
inches too low as it would mess up
a building's historic character but
be allowed to put up a sign next to
the window using coarse  language
to deride window sash regulations.
I love this country.  If I've learned
anything about Newton after living
here, it's that this sort of situation
will likely happen in the next five
or so years.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at: 
adam@harveycountynow.com

On sweat, obits, columnists and window sash
Columns

Editorial
2017 resolution should be 

getting involved in local issues

I’m writing this from my parents’
house in Manhattan, where I’ve
been sick. It felt like the flu, but

it turns out be to a sinus infection. I
came to my parents’ house on
Christmas Eve, and here it is, Mon-
day night, and I’m still not back in
Newton.

I’m slightly delirious, so I hope
this all makes sense.

Last week, I was kinda sick for a
few days, easily able to go to work.
It seemed it ended its horrible reign
of terror, and then on Saturday, I
had a new visitor in the illness
realm. I won’t discuss that any fur-
ther. Then on Christmas Day, I
woke up with a sore throat. 

I thought, “It must be the dry air
in my parents’ house.” 

So we put our stockings together
that morning, using plastic bags be-
cause we couldn’t find the stockings
in my parents’ labyrinth of items in
their basement they’ve collected the
past 50-some years and using a
magic marker to draw their names
on the bags and little pictures of
stockings. Maybe we started a new
tradition.

We also used plastic bags last
year for the same reason.

Anyway, as the day went along,
the worse I felt. There always
seems to be a stage in sickness
where I’m in denial about being
sick. But getting worse usually
takes that out of me.

The day after Christmas, I ended
up in the urgent-care place in Man-

hattan. I thought the place would
be crowded, but it wasn’t. I, my
mom and sister were the only peo-
ple there.

They checked me for the flu,
which it wasn’t, and determined it’s
a sinus infection. So, I’m taking an-
tibiotics. The physician assistant,
after I told her I was sick last week,
said sometimes sinus infections can
come back with a vengeance, which
I guess that’s what happened to me.
She used a term I had never heard
before, and it seemed appropriate. I
had never really heard that was a
thing, but I know it’s happened to
me before. Not fun.

So, yes, I’m sick. Stuff happens.
There’s a saying, “Make God laugh.
Make plans.” I didn’t plan to get
sick, nor did I want to. And it hap-
pened—on the worst day of the year
to get sick. However, I know a lot of
folks get sick on Christmas. There’s
a lot of stress associated with the
holiday. People mingle and sneeze
near each other, getting others ill.

This is the time of year when we ex-
change presents—and germs.

I guess my point is it’s always
good to learn to roll with the
punches. I slept most of the day on
Christmas and not so much on
Monday. I just started feeling worse
on Monday. Headache, face ache,
aches and pains, runny nose, stuff
in my chest, fever and not much
fun. This was the first year I’d ever
gotten a flu shot, so I got a little
cocky, thinking it would save me
from getting any kind of illness, I
guess. That was totally unrealistic.
The nurse at the urgent-care facil-
ity said flu vaccines don’t stop you
from getting the flu; they stop you
from getting the flu so bad. Is that
true? I’d never heard of that before.
Never ever.

I guess the good thing about sick-
ness is it makes me more grateful
to be well. I’m hoping to come back
to Newton as soon as I can, but
being really sick, it’s difficult to
drive. Just rolling with the
punches. However, being a single
mom for many years, I am really
good at pushing myself; that's why
I'm writing this on a traveling lap-
top instead of watching TV with my
kids right now. Just don't wanna
get the co-workers ill.

Wendy Nugent is the features 
editor at Newton Now. She can be

reached at 
wendy@harveycountyow.com or

316-281-7899.

We gotta roll with the punches

WENDY’S WORDS

WENDY NUGENT

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

Get involved.
2017 offers a reset and fresh start for Newton. We

pondered for a while what would be the most impor-
tant issue to advocate for in the coming year. There
will be a lot of important subjects coming up in the fol-
lowing year such as the development on the south end
of town, a proposed downtown recruitment project, a
proposed police station that's fallen into a holding pat-
tern and how the city will handle its budget and taxes
with a property tax cap in place for 2016. 

There are also the regular issues that repeat year
after year such as utility rates, the existing tax bur-
den, the crime rate and the local economy. School dis-
trict funding will again come up in this year’s
legislative session. The state budget could be a drag
for us locally. And the health community has opinions
on Medicaid expansion. 

All of this does not address the volatility we could
face as a country following a national election that
promised a change of everything we'd seen in the last
eight years. 

With so many issues on deck for the next year, there
doesn't seem to be one specific suggestion we could
make outside of stating that any changes or improve-
ments won't be accomplished by printing that they
should be so. 

They will be accomplished by people getting out and
working to influence their community. 

The Newton area operates as a small town in some
senses. At area events and local government meetings,
we see the same group of people over and over influ-
encing decisions and directing the community how
they see fit. 

This is fine. Perhaps the vast majority of the com-
munity feels happy with how things are going and
doesn't feel the need to push on most of these issues. 

Again, there's nothing wrong with that. We realize
that a good number of people subscribe to this publica-
tion to know what's going on, so they don't have to at-
tend all the meetings and events to stay informed.
Instead, they can just read about them. 

But we're willing to bet there's a lot of you reading
this editorial who do have issues in the community
you are passionate about, or who do have opinions on
local issues and do have a specific direction the com-
munity should head.

To those people, we encourage them to get out and
try to influence, promote and further those issues for
the next year. 

Have strong thoughts about a new police station or
the city thinking of spending money to attract busi-
nesses downtown, or utility rates, or taxes, or crime or
the local economy or Newton development? 

Whether you're for or against selling Camp Hawk,
there was perhaps no stronger display of what hap-
pens when people get involved than the protest peti-
tion effort last year to block its sale. A government
made a decision. 

A group of people thought the decision was not the
right one, pushed back and will force a vote on the
issue. People can make a difference. People can make
changes if they feel like it. 

Some may argue that advocating for everyone to get
involved and push their agenda is haphazard. There
are plenty of groups of people and organizations that
advocate for something that isn't in the best interest
of the community. 

Just because a person's passionate doesn't mean
they know what they're talking about. 

That's true. But we think that if someone is taking
the time to take a newspaper or just read it, it means
they have an interest in educating themselves about
the community where they live and getting informed. 

And it is the informed people we need so badly today
to give direction and to not allow their voices to be
drowned out by the ignorant.

So make your voice heard, readers, whether by writ-
ing a letter to the editor or by contacting your local
elected officials. 

What you say to them does make a difference. They
do listen to the phone calls and read e-mails. They
mention these communications in meetings. And they
do read what is printed in the paper—we know from
our subscriber list and from plenty of comments we
get about what goes on in the editorial page. 

Local governments are responsive and often want
feedback. It just takes initiative from people to com-
municate with them as well as hold them accountable. 

Because your voice matters, and it does make a dif-
ference. 

- From the Newton Now Editorial Board

Say what?

Be at war with
your vices, at
peace with your
neighbors, and
let every new
year find you a
better man. 

Benjamin Franklin
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Among many memories pro-
vided by my grandson is
one where we make our an-

nual pilgrimage to a store and
pick out a perfect gift for his mom
or grandmother. To a four-year-
old, shopping is all about color
(bright), size (big) and cost (im-
material). And, no matter the
event for which we are making
the purchase, the conversation
eventually leads to what he
should get for himself. But, with
promises of candy, lunch or other
treats dependent on whether he’s
been good, we’ve always managed
to find something fitting for the
recipient.  

Before this year, that was
where the work ended. But then,
a little thing called “memory” ac-
tivated, forcing me to weigh every
moment and its potential pitfalls.

To a child, secrets are to be
shared…immediately—much like
the words grownups mistakenly
say without considering they
could be randomly repeated in
the child’s preschool classroom
when he accidentally spills his
juice.

Remembering not to tell his
mom or grandma what’s inside
the gift wrap is much the same. It
must be shared—sometimes even
before the wrapping is in place.

Last month, my wife and I took
our grandson, Keaton to find a
birthday gift for his mom, who
collects ornate elephant statues.
It was a simple quest since my
wife had already located the
store, researched choices and had
a particular pachyderm in mind.

His sole task was to decide
color and size.

We stood among multitudes of
trinkets as Keaton’s hands wan-
dered through the display. He felt
compelled to touch every single

animal, as if it might provide
some spiritual connection for
choosing the perfect specimen. 

Grandma and I worried if the
decision didn’t hasten we might
end up purchasing a zoo full of
disabled animals after they had
crashed to the floor. Even the
sales clerk kept watch from his
perch at the cash register while
we reminded Keaton that the
store was filled with “breakables”
and touching was not encouraged.

Finally, he found a gold ele-
phant and complemented the gift
with a Buddha statue. We pur-
chased both while reminding him,
“You can’t tell her what you got.
It’s a surprise.”

That evening, his mom asked
him what he had done that day
and first thing that spilled out…
“I got you a gold elephant.”

Well, at least he had forgotten
about the Buddha statue. We
were thankful for small memory
gaps.

Weeks passed and so came a
Saturday afternoon amidst a
crowded local gift store, again
with Keaton, looking for the per-
fect Christmas gift for his mother.  

He left whole handprints on the
glass front of a display counter as
he peered at a bracelet that held
charms. At first, he was con-
vinced the charms should be a

snowman, a big red heart and a
candy cane. But, after extensive
conversation, he settled for a fish
in honor of his pet fish in an
aquarium at home and a heart
that better matched the color of
the bracelet.  

I asked if he remembered that
he couldn’t tell what was in the
gift box. He just looked at me
with an expression of, “Are you
nuts, Grandpa?  I just saw the
lady put the bracelet into the
bag.” 

So, I shared a white lie. 
“If your mom asks if you got a

present for her, just tell her that
you bought a duck.” Then, I
launched into my weekly re-
minder that he certainly didn’t
want to make Santa’s naughty
list.

I looked at Keaton and could
see the wheels turning as he con-
sidered my fabrication of truth.
“No, I didn’t buy a duck. It’s a
bracelet,” he replied.

I stood considering trading the
bracelet for something else while
Keaton searched another corner
in the store for the elusive collec-
tion of toys.

Finally, I decided there was no
real harm in telling anyway, but I
also believed he understood the
value of a surprise.

So, when Christmas exchange
finally took place and his mom
opened the gift, I asked her, “Did
Keaton tell you what he got for
you?”

“Yes,” she laughed.  “He told me
it was a duck.”

And Keaton’s knowing smile
told the rest…

Ken, who has been known to
have trouble keeping his own gift
giving secrets, can be reached at

KKnepper@thecsb.com.

Keeping Santa's secrets takes a white lie about a duck

Editorial

Weigh in

State of the Now: 
Thank you for a strong year

Ever wonder what our com-
munity will look like in a
few years? Boy, I do. In

fact, in my role as general man-
ager of the Meridian Center and
board president of the chamber of
commerce, I spend quite a bit of
time thinking about what
changes might take place in New-
ton by the year 2020. I’ve also no-
ticed that, as a person who
started working here only six
years ago, my perception of the
community sometimes differs a
bit from that of a lifelong resi-
dent. 

Think of a friend or business
associate you met as an adult.
You see them as who they’ve be-
come. You missed all the growing
pains they went through to get
where they are. You’re aware of
and respect their history, but the
adult you know now dresses
nicely, drives a nice car and has a
good job. The Newton I see drives
a nice car, too, metaphorically
speaking, and I think it dresses
pretty nicely, too.

When I travel by car, I drive
through communities and get
what I call their highway view.
Like I bet a lot of other people do,
I form an opinion about the com-
munity based on what it looks
like from the highway. I usually
refer back to that opinion before
making the decision to visit or
stop there at a later date. When
people get a highway view of
Newton, they see bright, shiny
things. 

Depending on which direction
they’re traveling, they can see a
beautiful golf course, nice neigh-

borhoods, a conference center, ho-
tels, restaurants, attractive water
towers, an amazing hospital and
a beautiful new YMCA. What our
highway view tells people is that
we care about our community,
and if they’re anything like me,
they’ll want to come back.

Now that I’ve explained how I
see things as they are today, let’s
go back to what the 2020 view
might look like. 

First, I’ll type “Newton,
Kansas, in 2020” into my handy,
dandy, gazillion-dollar search en-
gine which starts with a “G” and
ends with “oogle” to see what it
comes up with. Interesting. Re-
sults include a map of 2020 South
Kansas, a basketball video and
an advertisement for a massage
parlor. Impressive massage par-
lor future-facing search engine
optimization aside, I think I can
come up with a better view than
the gazillion-dollar search engine.

When I think of community de-
velopment, I see three main areas
of opportunity. 

The first area is
industrial/manufacturing, the
second is large retail and the

third is locally owned and oper-
ated retail and restaurant busi-
nesses. When I look at our
community, I see opportunities
for growth in all three areas. I
see the airport, the Kansas Logis-
tics Park, the Newton Industrial
Park and the Meridian Avenue
corridor extended south along
Cow Palace Road as areas where
we could see industrial/manufac-
turing growth. I see the potential
for some really cool big box retail
growth on South Kansas, and I
see our amazing core as a prime
opportunity to add more fun, lo-
cally owned and operated retail
and restaurant businesses. 

I get really excited when I
think about the future of our
community, and the good news is
the foundation is already there.
We have space available, in the
right locations, with services and
amenities already in place. 

There are a lot of communities
who wish they could say the same
but simply can’t. What’s even bet-
ter is there are groups currently
working or interested in working
towards not only making this vi-
sion come true but also in finding
ways to better serve and retain
the great companies that already
call Newton home. 

So to people planning on driv-
ing through Newton on the high-
way in 2020, I’d suggest leaving
extra time in your schedule, be-
cause you’re going to want to
stop!

Michael Lunsford is the Newton
Chamber president and general
manager of the Meridian Center

Highway view matters and Newton has a good one

CONVERSATION PIECE

KEN KNEPPER

If you see me out and about on
cold days this time of year, it is
likely you’ll see me with a

large knitted scarf tied around my
neck.

It’s huge and prominently fea-
tures green, my favorite color,
along with other earth tones. Even
when I decide to leave my coat at
home and just wear a sweatshirt,
I often wear my big, warm scarf as
well.

Not only is it the warmest scarf
I’ve ever owned, but because it is
so long and wide, it can cover both
my ears and my face if needed.

I received the scarf a few
Christmases ago from my sister,
who made the scarf and admitted
it turned out much larger and
took longer than she planned.
From my perspective, it was well
worth her efforts, and it’s on my
list of favorite presents I’ve re-
ceived over the years. 

I think of her every time I wear
it.

Another favorite gift was added
to my list this year when my
grandpa made each of us a beauti-
ful set of salt and pepper grinders.
He’s a fantastic woodworker.

There’s something particularly
special about handmade gifts. I
don’t really have any skill sets like

my sister’s or my grandpa’s. My
abilities mostly exist in the
kitchen if I’m going to make a
homemade gift.

This year, I baked up seven
batches of peppernuts for the holi-
days, and almost all of them
ended up as gifts for a variety of
folks. Before my holiday baking
began, I bought a 25-pound bag of
flour, and there isn’t much left in
the bottom of the bag. By my esti-
mation, I literally churned out
thousands of peppernuts this year.

In my humble opinion, nothing
makes the house smell more like
the holidays than the scent of
anise wafting through the air
while peppernuts bake.

As I get older, I’m more and
more difficult to shop for, and my
parents are darn right impossible.

I think it’s because most people
get to a point where they buy the
things they need for themselves
and also start to realize that ma-
terial possessions aren’t all
they’re cracked up to be—they ei-
ther require storage space or add
to the list of things you have to
dust.

That’s why those handmade
gifts mean so much—not only be-
cause they’re useful but also be-
cause I know those people who
made them had me in their mind
while they were creating.

But even more, I’m constantly
reminded that the best gifts I re-
ceive this time of the year—and
year-round—are the times I get to
spend with special people. I’ve
spent a lot of time laughing
around a table with good friends
and family the last few weeks. 

No matter how “handy” any of
us are, the gift of our time is one
we can always give, and even
with the holidays wrapping up
and a new year on the horizon, it’s
never too late to give that gift.

Lindsey Young is the co-owner
of Kansas Publishing Ventures

which operates Newton Now. She
can be reached at: 

lindsey@clarionpaper.com

As we age, gifts change

FOREVER YOUNG

LINDSEY YOUNG

CONVENTIONAL WISDOM

MICHAEL LUNSFORD

At the Dec. 20 city commission meeting, Mayor Glen
Davis thanked city staff and others for their help during
his tenure as mayor of Newton. 

I would like to say a big “Thank You” to Glen for being
our mayor and for helping guide the city through the re-
cent changes and difficult times. Despite some adversi-
ties, he remained strong and true to his word to make
Newton better and financially stronger. I feel confident
now that Newton can stay on track to remain the “best
little city in Kansas.” 

Thank you, Glen. Your hard work is appreciated.

Laurie Hartke
Newton

Mayor gets pat on the back

Will you be around that long?
We heard that question regularly over our first year

of existence as people would sign up for a one-year or
two-year subscription. But lately people have been
asking us that less and less as we add more time to
our paper's existence in Newton. 

Much has been said about how 2016 was a bad year,
but for us at Newton Now, it was a good one business
wise. We upped our staff numbers and added Newton
native Elizabeth Hingst as a part-time graphic de-
signer. As of 2017, she will turn to full time after she
returns from maternity leave.

Co-owner Lindsey Young left teaching to run our sis-
ter paper, The Clarion, so she's in the office a bit more
helping to edit the paper. 

More and more subscriptions and renewals are com-
ing in for one year and two years instead of six
months, which we saw a lot of in the beginning. And
the vast majority of those who have signed up for a
subscription have renewed—more than nine out of 10
people, on average. A good chunk of you took advan-
tage of our holiday special. Let no one say Newton and
North Newton residents don't love a bargain. 

Starting in 2017, we will also offer an auto-draft
payment option, so keep an eye out for that, especially
if you want to skip the annual renewing process. 

We also began doing some event planning in the
community, notably a large legislative forum with the
help of the Meridian Center and the Newton Chamber.
Look for more of that next year, including Blues,
Brews and Barbecue, a musical event with local food
and craft beer on Oct. 8, which we will release more
information about later.

We again bid for county legal notices this year and
cut down the price the county pays per column inch by
a dollar. That's more savings for the taxpayer. The
county went with the other paper, as they still have a
larger circulation with a 140-year head start. Still, it's
nice to be moving in a positive direction in that re-
gard. 

This year we also won legal contracts for the Cities
of Walton and North Newton. We thank those govern-
ing bodies for the opportunity to run their legal publi-
cations and for taking enough of an interest to save
their residents a small bit of money.

Finally, the City of Newton has allowed us to bid for
their legal publications, and we submitted our bid re-
cently. We don't know who they'll go with or the prices
bid yet, but we're going to guess the city will be save a
significant amount of money next year on legal publi-
cations, too. Perhaps the money they save can go to
help their budget or fund the senior center or down-
town flowers. 

All-in-all, 2016 was a good year for us and one that's
set us on some solid ground to be around for many
more years. We hope to turn a corner again in 2017
and really “fire it up,” as our ad director Bruce likes to
yell out at all hours of the day. 

Sorry if all this sounds like we're beating our chest a
bit. We feel we owe updates to the so many of you that
have supported us. And we're proud of what you all
have helped us accomplish so far. So most importantly
here's a big shout out and thank you to all our sub-
scribers, advertisers and readers for their continued
support. 

We realize a lot of people go out of their way to help
us out and to promote us. We really appreciate that.
We hope we serve you well. Here's to a happy New
Year, Newton. 

- From the Newton Now Editorial Board

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 



were just plain fired or
asked to resign. 

Perhaps the City of
Newton saw the biggest
changes of the county. The
city commission chose to
terminate the contract of
long-time City Manager
Randy Riggs, triggering a
hefty buyout package. As-
sistant City Manager Tim
Johnson was told his posi-
tion would no longer be
funded and left. City Fi-
nance Director Lunda As-
mani left the city for a job
in Connecticut. Commu-
nity Advancement Coordi-
nator Barbara Burns also
had her position cut, as
well as Shannon Reed, a
short-lived Newton/North
Newton historic preserva-
tion planner. 

Some of the responsibil-
ities of the positions held
by Johnson, Burns and
Reed were combined to
downsize the jobs in a sin-
gle position, the director
of community planning
and development, which
Kelly Bergeron filled in
the fall. 

On the county end, Ad-
ministrator John Waltner
kept to his promise and
retired at the age of 70,
after occupying the posi-
tion for seven years. Sher-
iff T. Walton also joined
Waltner on the list of 2016
retirees. 

The Harvey County
Economic Development
Committee removed 18-
year Executive Director
Mickey Fornaro-Dean,
Halstead removed Admin-
istrator Jeremy Hatfield
after he was charged for
perjury during an investi-
gation of Halstead City
Hall and the Sedgwick
city administrator, Jaci
Reimer, resigned after the
city ended up in dire fi-
nancial straights. 

These combined stories
ended up as number two
on our list because of the
future story lines they
pose. A massive amount of
new faces find themselves
in positions of leadership
and represent one of the
most significant shake
ups Harvey County gov-
ernments have faced in
recent memory. 2017 will
shed light on how govern-
ments in the county will
move, if they chose to
change direction at all. 

3. The YMCA Opens in
Newton

The Newton YMCA offi-
cially opened its doors
Monday, Nov. 14, but had
a community open house
the previous Saturday,
where several thousand
folks came through the
doors, dining on refresh-
ments, signing up for
membership and taking
tours. 

The opening repre-
sented the culmination of
years of effort and plan-
ning, as well as contribu-
tions from the Newton
Community and the city,
which issued $16 million
in industrial revenue
bonds for the project. 

The 75,000-square-foot
facility is expected to em-
ploy 120 people and be
used by 20,000 annually.

Its completion not only
offers another health
amenity for Newton resi-
dents but could serve as a
draw for future residen-
tial development. 

The new facility also
could make the future un-
predictable for already ex-
isting facilities such as
the Newton Rec Center,
though. The impact of the
YMCA will continue to be
a story line for the follow-
ing year.

4. Serial Burglar Ar-
rested

London had Jack the
Ripper, while Newton had
its serial burglar. Dozens
of burglaries stretching
from September of 2015
into early 2016 were at-
tributed to the same fig-
ure, an older man with
long hair and a beard,
who would enter through

an unlocked door or
garage and take items of
small value. He was sort
of like a reverse Santa
Claus. The serial burglar
became a regular source
of headlines and conversa-
tion, from his regular bur-
glaries, his run ins with
home owners, his escapes
and his overall elusive-
ness. Law enforcement
spread throughout the
community patrolling on
foot to catch the man.
Newton residents locked
down their houses, not
wanting to be the next
victim. Firearm sales in
town were attributed to
people stocking up in case
the man tried to burgle
them.

And as sudden as the
crimes began, they
stopped. It seemed the se-
rial burglar moved away.
But in May of 2016, the
Newton Police Depart-
ment announced the ar-
rest of a man, Robert R.
Johnson, 59, who fit the
description of the serial
burglar and who was
caught stealing a purse in
Derby.

Victims identified the
man, and Johnson was
charged in association
with burglaries across
South Central Kansas.

Johnson moved to New-
ton after being paroled
from prison in September
of 2015, shortly before the
burglaries began. He left
Newton for Wichita
shortly after the Newton
burglaries stopped. 

5. Camp Hawk
When the county an-

nounced the possible sale
of Camp Hawk, it ex-
pected some outcry but
perhaps not as full
throated as the one that
came from a protest effort
to save the 40-acre park
south of Newton. 

County residents organ-
ized, collecting pages of
signatures to force a
county-wide vote to be
held before the county can
sell the park. The vote
should take place in No-
vember of 2017. 

The issue appeared re-
peatedly at county com-
mission meetings but also
reflected a wide involve-
ment of community mem-
bers organizing around a
cause and getting some-
thing accomplished with
the cause. People com-
plain about all sorts of
things, but protest peti-
tions are rarely success-
ful. The county will now
vote on whether to keep or
sell the park. The debate
over the issue is likely to
color a good chunk of
news in 2017.

6. High-Profile Crimes
Harvey County saw

eight homicides in 2016.
Four came from the Excel
shooting, but three came
from what now appears to
be a drug-related murder
northwest of Hesston. A
final grisly homicide oc-
curred in the southwest
part of the county, result-
ing in five arrests in Sedg-
wick County after a man
was tortured and eventu-

ally hung for what a court
affidavit alleges was over
$185 in missing money in-
volved in a meth deal.

All of the crimes
brought regional attention
to the county, and
stretched law enforcement
resources. 

Outside of that, the
Nachtigal child abuse
case made regular head-
lines as the awful incident
unfolded and will con-
tinue to unfold in the
court system. 

7. Building Woes
The sky was literally

falling at The Tanning
Gallery and Gina's Hair
Studio as the Historic
Bergh Building or 815
building at 815 N. Main
Street continued and fin-
ished its slow and long de-
cline.

The rock supporting
wall crumbled, dropping
stones and damaging the
roof of the salon next door,
which closed. As the city
debated if it should de-
molish the building, a
whole section collapsed
onto the roof of the salon,
causing extensive dam-
age. 

With the owners unable
to pay for the building's
repair or upkeep and no
buyer coming forward to
fix it, the City of Newton
had to demolish the build-
ing, budgeting $60,000 for
the project. 

The demolition took out
one of the older buildings
in Newton's downtown.
The Bergh building stood
since 1888.

8. 2016 Election
Does anyone remember

a time period with more
yard signs? The retire-
ment of Sheriff T. Walton
spurred a heated sheriff's
race primary and then
general election between
Newton Police Officers
Bryan Hall and Chad Gay.
Gay eventually won on
the Republican ticket. The
other major local race of
note was between incum-
bent state Rep. Marc
Rhoades and challenger
Tim Hodge. The race grew
heated, with both candi-

dates exchanging barbs in
their speeches and on so-
cial media. 

Hodge, a Democrat,
managed to pull off an
upset, defeating Rhoades
in a close vote for the 72
District seat. 

Rhoades had been in of-
fice since 2007.

There apparently was
also a big national elec-
tion in 2016 that some
people were talking about.

Hodge will join Carolyn
McGinn as Newton area
elected officials in the
state house. Both have
pledged to try to reverse
tax cuts installed by Gov.
Sam Brownback and to
get the state budget on
track. McGinn, however,
recently commented that
would be easier said than
done, because whatever
revenue changes made in
the statehouse in 2017,
won't take effect until the
following year. 

9. State Track
The state track meet at

Cessna Stadium in Wi-
chita is the premier event
for the Kansas State High
School Activities Associa-
tion (KSHSAA) with every
classification descending
upon Wichita State Uni-
versity for on massive
two-day track meet. For
the 5A girls in 2016, there
was Newton, and there
was everyone else compet-
ing for second place. 

The Railers dominated
the state track meet with
101 team points, more
than enough to top sec-
ond-place St. James with
66.

Newton did it both on
the track and in the field
to win the first girls state
title in team history.

“It’s easy in track to get
separated with your
throwers, your distance
runners and your sprint-
ers,” head coach Tad
Remsberg said. “And I re-
ally feel that our group re-
ally buys into the team
aspect of the sport and re-
ally cares about every-
body. It is just a neat
group. We have got a neat
mix of kids this year, a
competitive group and a
group that really likes
each other, too.”

The Railers had 15
state placers, including
championships in the shot
put, the 4x100-meter
relay and the 4x400 relay.

10. Sewer Plant Up-
grade

The City of Newton cel-
ebrated a new sewer plant
coming on line in 2016.
The $20 million upgrade
project replaced aging in-
frastructure, expanded ca-
pacity by nearly 2 million
gallons a day and meets
Kansas and Federal regu-
lations. 

To pay for the plant,
Newton residents are as-
sessed a monthly sewer
upgrade fee. The city com-
mission voted to maintain
plant fees this year, de-
spite the project coming in
under budget so as to pay
the project off earlier. The
project is projected to be
paid off around or a bit
after 2025.
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 jordan@millerconstruction.org
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NEWTON GIRLS TRACK WINS STATE

sale by holding signs and
has worked for the Hub
for about two months.
She only has been holding
the signs and waving at
people for about a month
and a half, however. She
said people have even
given her $20 “three
times now.”

While being inter-
viewed during a fairly
short amount of time, one
man came up to her with
a cup of hot chocolate and
two others gave her some
money. 

“That doesn't always
happen,” she said, wear-
ing a Santa cap. “I don't
expect it. If it happens,
it's really wonderful.”

It seems lots of folks in
the area have seen her,
and she's seen them. 

“I like to wave at peo-
ple,” said Schmenk, who
is in her 30s. “I like peo-
ple happy. I think it
makes it worth it to see
the smile on people's
faces. I just want people
to smile and be happy be-
cause life isn't really that
bad.”

Schmenk doesn't take
that lightly, as she herself
has weathered a few
storms—literally and fig-
uratively.

In the literal sense, she
stands near the street in
all kinds of weather—
even last week when the
temperatures and wind
chills were a biting cold.

“Last week, it was re-
ally cold, and I fought
through it,” she said,
while waving to people on
Thursday morning.

She said when she can't
feel her fingers and toes,
she goes inside the Hub to
warm up for a bit. Some-
times, she'll go inside for
five minutes every hour
and use handwarmers

while working. Also to
cope, she listens to coun-
try music with her ear
buds. The single mother
of four said she's out
there every day—even
Sundays—except
Wednesdays.

“I am glad to be work-
ing with nice people, too,”
she said. “They're very
good—good caring peo-
ple.”

Figurative storms in
her life include her mar-
riage, living situation and
health problems. 

Schmenk said she lived
at the local homeless
shelter for a time.

“Went through some
hard times—my ex left
me and sold the house,”
she said. “It can happen
to anybody.”

Schmenk, who no
longer is homeless, has a
15-year-old son, twin girls
who are 11 and a “baby
girl,” who's 2. 

Her health problems in-
clude having a heart at-
tack three months ago
(she's waiting to get a
pacemaker), heart failure
with cardiomyopathy and
cancer three times during
the last 10 years.

“So I've had heart fail-
ure four times,” she said,
adding she's also gone
through radiation, and at
this point, she's not sure
if she's cancer free.

Her cancer started in
her thyroid and spread to
the lymph nodes.

“I'm just thankful for
every day that I have,
and I'm thankful to live in
a wonderful community
where there's such nice
people,” Schmenk said.

Schmenk thinks of her-
self as a people person,
she said.

“People sometimes
make me laugh,” she said
about folks as they drive
by. “Their expressions and
their reactions make me
laugh.”

SCHMENK
From Page 1

U.S.
On a list the group

provides of its success
stories it records bring-
ing a Planet Fitness to
Jasper, Ala., an Apple-
bees to Fort Payne, Ala.,
a Red Robbn to Spring
Hill, Tenn., and a Hib-
bert Sports store to Man-
ning, S.C.

It also stated that it
was involved in bringing
Aldi stores to Tullahoma,
Tenn., as well as Jasper.

The firm states that,
as part of its recruitment
process for a client, “It
will evaluate the needs
of a city's market” and

“create and execute a
recruitment strategy on
your behalf.”

Its website also states
that the firm will attend
retail real estate confer-
ences and advocate for
its client as well as offer
retail web seminars
from industry experts. It
will also provide its
clients “feedback and
input from key stake-
holders in our client
communities.”

The event on Jan. 18
is open to the public in
case anyone is curious
about what the firm has
to say or sell. 

The city commission
will then decide if it
wants to hire the firm at
a later date.

FIRM
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Stacy Schmenk, left, talks to a man who gave her a few dollars.

The City of Newton
will observe Monday,
Jan. 2, 2017, as a holiday,
altering the curbside
trash and recycling pick-
up schedule.

Trash and recycling
normally picked up on
Monday, Jan. 2, will be

picked up on Tuesday,
Jan. 3, 2017.

Trash and recycling
normally picked up on
Tuesday, Jan. 3, will be
picked up on Wednesday,
Jan. 4, 2017.

Thursday, Jan. 5, and
Friday, Jan. 6, trash and
recycling will run nor-
mally.

New Year’s trash
schedule changed up

FOR NEWTON NOW
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Thursday, Dec. 29
11:45 a.m. to 6 p.m.—Red Cross Newton Community

Blood Drive. Grace Community Church, 1600 S. An-
derson.

1 p.m.—Wii Bowling. Grand Central.
5:15 p.m.—Tai Chi. Grand Central.
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members

and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night. Anyone
age 8 or older is welcome. Full game package is $10,
and early-bird package is $5. American Legion Post 2,
400 S. Spencer Rd.

Friday, Dec. 30
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.—Red Cross Newton Community

Blood Drive. Grace Community Church, 1600 S. An-
derson.

1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert.
Grand Central.

6 p.m.—Friday Night Games. Grand Central.

Saturday, Dec. 31 (New Year’s Eve)
Noon—Newton Public Library closes.
6:30—American Legion New Year’s Eve Bingo. Any-

one age 8 or older is welcome. Full game package is
$10, and early-bird package is $5. American Legion
Post 2, 400 S. Spencer Rd.

9 p.m.—American Legion New Year’s Eve Party in
the Canteen. All members and guests are welcome.
American Legion Post 2, 400 S. Spencer Rd.

Sunday, Jan. 1 (New Year’s Day)
10 a.m. to noon—Commander’s Breakfast. Members

needing to renew membership will be able to along
with a free breakfast. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd. 

Monday, Jan. 2
All Day—Grand Central Billiards. Four competition

quality tables available for use Monday through Fri-
day at Grand Central.

All Day—City Hall Closed.
10 a.m.—Blood Pressure Check. Grand Central.
11:45 a.m.—Friendship Meals. Call (316) 283-2222

for reservation. Monday through Friday at Grand Cen-
tral.

1:30 p.m.—Golden Notes. Call at (316) 283-2222 to
schedule a performance. Grand Central.

6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members
and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

7 p.m.—Beginners Square Dance Class. Grand Cen-
tral.

Tuesday, Jan. 3
10:30 a.m.—Bingo. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Craft Handwork. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert of

Park City. Grand Central.
6, 7 p.m.—NHS Girls and Boys Basketball at

Hutchinson.
7 p.m.—Round Dance. Grand Central.
7 p.m.—City Commission Meeting. City Hall.
7 p.m.—Ladies Auxiliary Meeting. American Legion

Post 2, 400 S. Spencer Rd.

Wednesday, Jan. 4
1 p.m.—Cards/Games. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool for Women. Ken Fast

teaches billiards using Steve Mizerak’s complete book
of pool. Donation of $1 per week. Grand Central.

3:30 p.m.—Master Builders LEGOs. Newton Public
Library.

5 p.m.—Mystery Lover’s Book Club. Read and dis-
cuss The Ranger by Ace Atkins. Newton Public Li-
brary.

6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Weekly Grill Special
(Spaghetti and garlic bread and double chocolate
brownie). Members and guests welcome. American Le-
gion Post 2, 400 S. Spencer Rd.

Thursday, Jan. 5
1 p.m.—Wii Bowling. Grand Central.
4 p.m.—NHS Swimming at Newton Invitational.

Newton High School.
5:15 p.m.—Tai Chi. Grand Central.
5:30 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Mem-

bers and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400
S. Spencer Rd.

6, 7 p.m.—NHS Girls and Boys Basketball at Salina
South.

7 p.m.—Youth Leaders in Kansas. Newton Public Li-
brary. 

7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night. Anyone
age 8 or older is welcome. Full game package is $10,
and early-bird package is $5. American Legion Post 2,
400 S. Spencer Rd.

Do you have an event you'd like listed in the Commu-
nity Calendar? If so, contact Mike Mendez at

mike@harveycountynow.com.

Jennifer
Lynn Stucky,
65, passed
away at her
residence on
Monday, Dec.
19, after an
extended bat-
tle with can-
cer.

Jennifer
was born on July 9,
1951, to Ivan and Marie
(Ehmke) Clark in Wi-
chita.

Jennifer attended
Peabody/Burns schools
and was a graduate of
beauty school in Wi-
chita. 

Jennifer was a senior
stylist, skilled camper
and active mother to
more than 400 children
during the years as a
child care provider. She
was quick witted, had a
beautiful smile, tremen-
dous sense of humor
and a great love for her
children and grandchil-
dren. She was a devoted
Christian.

In July 2014, Jen
began her battle with
cancer. She continued to
work and embrace the
life God gave her. Once
it had spread to her
brain, she relied on an
assortment of friends
and family to surround

her with the
love and
care in her
last
months.

She is
survived by
her chil-
dren, Collin
(Traci)
Stucky,

Chris “CJ” (Janelle)
Stucky and Missy
(Clint) Green; sisters,
Diane Nelson, Gloria
Handle and Peggy Van
Der Weg; brother, Mack
Clark; mother, Marie
Clark; nine grandchil-
dren; and one great-
grandchild.

She was preceded in
death by her father,
Ivan Lamar Clark.

A Celebration of Life
was held Dec. 23, at
Grace Community
Church. A public visita-
tion was Dec. 22, with
the family present to
greet friends and family.
There will be no inurn-
ment.

Memorials have been
set up for the following
organizations: Grace
Community Christian
Church, Interim Hos-
pice and Mayo Clinic. 

Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton is in
charge of arrangements.

JENNIFER LYNN STUCKY
Anna P.

Walter, 92,
died Tuesday,
Dec. 20, 2016,
at Kansas
Christian
Home in New-
ton.  

She was
born Oct. 7,
1924, in Au-
gusta to Henry L. and
Winifred H. (Dowler)
Creason. Anna was the
eldest of six daughters.
She married Rueben Wal-
ter on May 1, 1970, and
he preceded her in death
in May 1995.  

Anna was a member of
Newton Christian
Church and an active
member of the VFW Aux-
iliary, having twice
served as president. As a
Gold Star wife, one of her
greatest joys was baking
and helping others. Anna
was a wonderful mother
and friend to many, and
she will be deeply
missed.

She is survived by her
sons, Raymond and Tonie
Polley of Palm Beach
Gardens, Fla., and Timo-
thy and Catherine Polley
of Newton; daughters,

Pam Wilson
and Carol
Kidd of Sedg-
wick; sisters,
Carol Weitzel
and Linda
Martin both
of Phoenix;
six grand-
sons; four
step-grand-

children; 12 great-grand-
children; and 10
great-great-grandchil-
dren

She was preceded in
death by her parents;
husband, Rueben Walter;
and daughter, Donna
“Sunny” Wilson.

Funeral service will be
at 10 a.m., Friday, at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.
Burial will be 1:30 p.m.
in the Highland Ceme-
tery in Winfield. Visita-
tion will be 5 p.m. to 9
p.m. Thursday at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home in
Newton with the family
receiving friends from
6:30 to 8 p.m. 

Memorials are sug-
gested to Newton Chris-
tian Church Caring
Hands Humane Society
in care of Petersen Fu-
neral Home. 

ANNA P. WALTER

Robert Gray, 84, died
on Tuesday, Dec. 20,
2016, at Halstead
Health and Rehabilita-
tion Center. 

Robert was born on
Oct. 2, 1932, in Larned
to Robert and Frances
(Burris) Gray.

Robert was married to
Joan Schmidt in August
1955. She preceded him
in death on March 10,
2011.

Robert graduated from
Moundridge High School
in 1950. After gradua-
tion, he attended
McPherson College and
graduated from Bethel
College. He was an avid
sports fan, the owner of
Gray Ward Sporting
Goods Store and later
was employed as an ad-
vertising salesman with
Shedd-Brown. 

He was a founding
member of Trinity
Heights United
Methodist Church.

Robert is survived by
his children, Kristen
(Zane) Johnson and
Brian (Debbie) Gray; and
five grandchildren. He
was preceded in death by
his wife, Joan; and par-
ents, Robert and Frances.  

A memorial service was
held for 2 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 27, at Trinity
Heights United
Methodist Church in
Newton. The family
greeted friends following
the service for light re-
freshments.

A memorial has been
established with Hal-
stead Health and Rehab
or Trinity Heights UMC
in care of Petersenfamily-
funeralhome.com.

ROBERT GRAY

Bertha E. Marquardt,
77, died at her home in
Newton, surrounded by
her loving family.

She was born on April
6, 1939, in Capulin,
Colo., the daughter of
Moisile Vargas and
Emilina Arellano.
Bertha was married
Frank Marquardt on Au-
gust 28, 1974. They
shared 42 years to-
gether.

She was a longtime
member of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic
Church in Newton. 

Preceding her in death
were her parents; chil-
dren, Valerie Frieda
Lujan, Mary Jane Var-
gas, Johnny Chris Lujan,
Jr., and Matthew Lujan,
Sr.; and her siblings,
Lydia Sanchez, Maria
DeBargas, Antonio Var-
gas, and Benny Vargas. 

Survivors include her

husband, Frank of the
home; son, Ronald
Cruzen, Jr. and his wife
Tina; daughters, Sonia
Kempfert and her hus-
band Steve, and Destiny
Marquardt; many grand-
children and great
grandchildren; along
with her dog, Pepper.

Graveside services and
interment were held at
2:30 p.m., Wednesday,
Dec. 28, at St. Mary’s
Catholic Cemetery in
Newton.

In lieu of flowers, the
family suggests memori-
als been given to an or-
ganization of the donor’s
choice. Contributions
may be sent to Broadway
Colonial Funeral Home,
120 E. Broadway, New-
ton, KS, 67114.

Friends may sign the
book and read the obitu-
ary online at www.broad-
waycolonialfh.com.

BERTHA E. MARQUARDT

Barbara Ann Thomas,
80, passed away on Tues-
day, Dec. 20, 2016, at the
Kansas Heart Hospital
in Wichita.

She was born on Nov.
24, 1936, in Newton, the
daughter of Emma
(Remp) and Leslie
Gaiser. Barbara was
raised in the Newton
community and gradu-
ated with the class of
1954 from Newton High
School.

On Nov. 25, 1955, she
married Jack B Thomas
at First United
Methodist Church in
Newton, where they lived
for many years. Jack
died on July 27, 1998.

Barbara went to work
at Bunting Magnetics
shortly after they began
operating in Newton; she
continued working there
until retiring in 1988.

Barbara was a long-
time member of the First
United Methodist
Church. She also was a
charter member of the
Eagles Auxiliary and
held positions at the
state and local offices.

She enjoyed time with
friends and family, espe-
cially her grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.
They will miss her
dearly.

Preceding her in death

were her parents; her
spouse, Jack; brother,
Lloyd Gaiser; and a sis-
ter, Virginia Sanderson.

Survivors include two
sons and their wives,
Eric (Pam) Thomas of
Newton and Randy
(Nancy) Thomas of
Moundridge; two daugh-
ters and their husbands,
Cindy (Pete) Conlon of
Newton and Valerie (Vir-
gil) Davis of Hesston; 13
grandchildren; and 12
great-grandchildren.

Visitation was Dec. 22,
with the family greeting
from 6 to 8 p.m. at
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home.

Funeral Services were
held Dec. 23 at 2 p.m. at
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home. Pastor Ron
Kite will be presiding.

Burial will follow at
Greenwood Cemetery,
Newton.

Memorial Donations
may be made to Ameri-
can Heart Association,
American Diabetes
Foundation or American
Kidney Foundation, in
care of the funeral home
at 120 E. Broadway,
Newton, KS, 67114.

Friends may sign the
book and read the obitu-
ary online at www.broad-
waycolonialfh.com.

BARBARA ANN THOMAS

HOW TO RUN AN OBITUARY
Obituaries in Newton Now are free as long as

they fit our newspaper style. We see a death in our
community as a news item that people care about in
Newton and North Newton. 

If you have an obituary that should run in New-
ton Now please send it to:  
wendy@harveycountynow.com. and it will run as
soon as we can get it online and in the Thursday
print edition as well. 

Dec. 27
Criminal:
Theft, 600 Blk SE 36th

Dec. 26
Criminal:
Criminal Damage, 100 Blk Lynn

Lane
Criminal Damage, 400 Blk W

5th
Arrests:
Amy Villalva, 31, warrant,500

Blk S. Plum

Dec. 25
Arrests:
Cassandra Roberts, 32, warrant,

100 Blk W Sixth
Zachary Kaufman, 21, warrant,

1600 Blk E First

Dec. 24
Criminal:
Theft, 1700 Blk S Kansas
Theft, 1800 Blk N Main 
Att Burglary, Criminal Damage,

500 Blk N Elm
Arrests:
Douglas Morrissey, 49, aggra-

vated assault, use of a deadly
weapon, 1300 Blk Applewood Ln

Dec. 23
Criminal:
Matthew Neufeld, 35,criminal

threat, domestic battery, 800 Blk
N. Walnut

Dec. 22
Criminal:
Theft, 1700 Blk S Kansas
Theft, 500 Blk N Columbus
Arrests:
Nicholas Brandon, 20, warrant,

Moundridge

Dec. 21
Arrests: 
Annelyse Stein, 22, possession of

hallucinogenic drugs, 500 Blk
Holly Ln.

Matthew Bjork, 37, warrant, 800
Blk N Main 

Keary Graham, 34, warrant, 800
Blk N. Main

Kimberly Hinman, 55, 400 Blk
Washington Rd. warrant
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620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Prestressed Concrete, Inc. is seeking 
Full Time Concrete Laborers 

in Newton, Kansas 
M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Previous concrete or construction 
experience is a plus but we do offer 

on-the-job-training as well.
Excellent benefits including health/ 

dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 
retirement, vacation and holidays. 

Please contact the main office at
2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 

an application or 
call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

rschroeder@prestressedconcreteinc.com

Herington Heating A/C and Plumbing has
an opening for a highly motivated and experienced 

Plumber
Must be able to work 

independently. Apply to hhacp@att.net or in 
person to 110 East Main,Herington, Kansas

FT-2nd Shift Assembly
$11-12/hr

FT-2nd Shift 
Press Operator $12/hr

FT-1st Shift General Labor 
$10/hr

We are expanding!

Current Needs: Healthcare Center

• LPN/RN  2-10 pm

• CNA/CMA  2-10 pm

• Transportation Aide (CNA) FT Hours will Vary

• Homemaker/Housekeeper        6:30 am-2 pm

• Cook/Salad Bar Aide 12-8pm/10am-2pm 

• Evening Cook                            12-8 pm

• Assisted Living -  CMA 5 pm - 5 am

Please contact Marci Heidebrecht, HR, at (620) 947-2301 
or marcih@parksideks.org for an application. 

Criminal background checks run at the time of job offer. 
Parkside is proud to be a drug-free, EOE workplace.

200 Willow Road, Hillsboro, KS  67063
(620) 947-2301  •  www.parksideks.org

Your classified ad will reach every Marion County house-
hold, all Newton Now and Herington Times subscribers.
Line ads: $7.50 for

20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Call 620-947-5702 or or email: 
natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

THE HERINGTON TIMESClassified Display: 
$12.75 per col. inch 

(minimum of 1x2 
at $25.50)

Salem Home currently has the 
following position open:

Salem Home currently
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash

PH: 620-947-22721

Or obtain an application at:

Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

PT evening 
Dietary Aid

FT evening C.N.A.

PT C.N.A. Float - 
to include RA & Activities, posi-
tion may turn into a FT position.

Immediate opening for a 

Registered Nurse
Bachelor of Science degree
preferred. Full time. Will be
assisting with flu clinics, im-
munizations, WIC and other
duties as assigned. 

Applications available at the
Marion County Health

Dept., 504 S. Roosevelt, 
Marion, KS 66861. 

620-382-2550.  
Position open until filled.

EEOE.

Herington USD 487 is 
accepting applications for a
Daily Route Bus Driver

The District will help you 
obtain a CDL License, if you

don’t have one. 
If you have any questions
about the position, please

contact Mark Salada at 
785-258-0415. 

Applications may be obtained
and returned to the Board of

Education office, 19 N.
Broadway.  EOE

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1500.00 in KC.  $2200.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call
785 655 9430 or go online to
Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, availability
& Freight estimates.

Help Wanted
Entry Level Heavy Equipment Operator
Career. Get Trained -  Get Certified - Get
Hired! Bulldozers, Backhoes and Excava-
tors. Immediate Lifetime Job Placement.
VA Benefits. 1-866-362-6497

Misc.
DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming.  FREE Install (up
to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR.   1 -
800-676-6809

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered to-
the-door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 77% PLUS
get 4 FREE Kielbasa Sausages Order The
Family Gourmet Feast - ONLY $49.99. 1-
800-762-3909 mention offer tender98 or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/44240JYZ

LENDERS OFFERING $0 DOWN FOR LAND
OWNERS Roll your New Home and Land
Improvements into One Package. Discount
National Pricing on Breeze II Doublewide
and our 60th Anniversary Singlewide.
Trade-ins Welcome!! 866-858-6862  

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW DEC. 31-JAN. 1 SAT. 9-5 &
SUN. 9-3 WICHITA KANSAS COLISEUM
(1279 E 85TH ST. N) INFO: (563) 927-8176
This is our final show here as the Coliseum
is closing. www.rkshows.com

FOR SALE
TRAILER Sale: 6'x12' V-nose ramp Cargo
$2.750.00, 7'x16' V-nose ramp $4,199.00;
Skidloader trailers SAVE $600.00 to $700.00,
Fuel Trailers, Scissor lift trailers, Snow-
mobile trailers 2 place & 4-place; 150 trail-
ers, 100's of trailer PARTS! Trailer Repairs
515-972-4554 
www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com (MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
Tired of the snow? Become a Winter Texan
where the sun meets the gulf. Over 100
RV resorts and retirement communities
for you to choose from. RV sites, fully fur-
nished rentals and more. For more infor-
mation visit www.rgvparks.org (MCN)

Tired of cold weather? Escape to Llano
Grande Resort in South Texas' Rio Grande
Valley! RV sites, cottages, fully furnished
rentals available. Enjoy our golf course,
heated swimming pools, full schedule of
activities, top-notch entertainment, breath-
taking sunsets, and endless fun. Ask about
our complimentary 30-day stay. 800-656-
2638 www.lanogranderesort.com (MCN)

Are you getting TIRED of the COLD WIN-
TERS where you are? Why don't you get
in your RV Camper and come to J-5 in
Mission TX. We are located in the Rio
Grande Valley. Average winter temps are
70 degrees daytime and 50 nighttime. We
are a small park in a country setting but
have stores and restaurants near by. We
have specials for first time visitors. Call
us at 956-682-7495 or email info@j5rv-
parktexas.com,

www.j5rvparktexas.com Tom and Donna
Tuttle Managers (MCN)

ADOPTION
A childless married couple seeks to adopt.
Will be hands-on mom & devoted dad. Fi-
nancial security. Expenses PAID. Call Holly
& Tiger. 1-800-790-5260 (ask for Adam)
(MCN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL & IN)
(MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
CLASS-A CDL Regional Driver. Good home
time. Great pay and benefits. Matching
401k. Bonuses and newest equipment. No
touch freight. Experience needed. Call
Scott 507-460-9011. Apply on-line
WWW.MCFGTL.COM (MCN)

PAID IN ADVANCE! MAKE $1000 Weekly!!
Mailing Brochures From Home. Helping
home workers since 2001. No Experience
Required. Start Immediately! www.central-
mailing.net (VOID IN SD, WI) (MCN)

Drive with Uber. You'll need a Smartphone.
It's fun and easy. For more information, 
call: 1-800-902-9366 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. 
Call today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer! FREE BATTERIES
for Life! Call to start your free trial! 
855-982-0724 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Chronic Pain? Back or joint pain, arthritis?
Recent Medicare/health coverage changes
may benefit you! Products are little to NO
COST, if qualified. FREE Shipping. Ac-
credited Pain Specialists. 
CALL 1- 800-950-0213 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 1-800-263-4059 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! 
Call 1-888-389-0695. 
www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-442-
5148 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)

Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed.
No contract or commitment. We buy your
existing contract up to $500! 1-800-919-
3588 (MCN)

Exede satellite internet. Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. 
Call 1-800-712-9365 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming. FREE Install (up
to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR. 
Call 1-800-390-3140 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock in 2-Year Price
Guarantee ($50/month) w/AT&T Wireless.
Over 145 Channels PLUS Popular Movie
Networks for Three Months, No Cost! 
Call 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Internet.
High-Speed. Available Anywhere! Speeds
to 15 mbps. Starting at $59.99/mp. Call for
Limited Time Price! 844-292-0678 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details.
855-752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-
0205 (MCN)

FINANCIAL
STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, call: 866-871-
1626 (MCN)

Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid op-
erators, just real people like you. Browse
greetings, exchange messages and connect
live. Try it free. Call now: 800-357-4970
(MCN)

1 Employment
Leading Newton insurance agency looking
for full time Customer Service Represen-
tative/Insurance Agent. People and com-
puter skills required as well as reliability
and Willingness to do variety of different
job functions. Must have or be willing to
obtain Property & Casualty Insurance Li-
cense. Please send resume to Insurance
Agency, PO Box 999, Newton, KS 67114.
38-tfn

Newton – Direct Support Worker for an in-
dividual with disabilities. At least 18 years.
Up to 40 hrs/week.  Ask for DD application.
Call Susan at 620-421-5502. 50-5tc

2 Announcements
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3 Merchandise

Firewood
Firewood For Sale. Unseasoned hedge
wood $125 per pickup load. Will deliver.
Call Rick at 620-382-5744. 46-4tp

Wanted
Wanted: Barnwood, old doors, porch posts
& windows. 620-382-6393. 51-4tc

4 For Rent

Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. 
rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn 

1 bedroom apartment in Hillsboro. No
smoking, no pets, 620-382-7696. 49-4tc

2 bed 1 bath home for rent in Herington.
$350 month plus deposit. Call 785-258-
2328. 51-2tc

LARGE 1 BEDROOM APT. Hillsboro for
Responsible Adult. Partially furnished.
Quite neighborhood. May consider obedient
dog. Call 620-947-3535 leave message. 52-
1tc

4 For Rent

Apartments

704 S. Ash • Hillsboro, KS

ATTENTION
SENIORS!

2 bedroom apartments
available. All utilities paid.

Please call 620-947-2272.

4 For Rent

Homes
Nice patio home; quiet NW Newton neigh-
borhood near high school; 3 bedroom;
fireplace; garage; $900. Joe Robb 316-
284-4202. 51-2tc

2 BR Hesston Townhouse; spacious; large
family room; added storage; off street
parking; near golf course; $700.  Joe Robb
316-284-4202. 51-2tc

211 S. Lincoln. Hillsboro. 4 bedroom, 1
bath Victorian house available immediately.
Kitchen appliances furnished.  No smoking.
No pets.  620-877-7887.52-tfn

4 For Rent

Homes

NOW LEASING

Income based • Call for details

Call 316-775-3000, ext. 102
for information

Applications available at City Building, 
Hillsboro State Bank and Real Estate Center.

New twin 
homes available 

in Hillsboro

Homes

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN) and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)have
purchased some of the following classifieds. Determining the value of the service or
product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-
vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals,
directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order
selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstances should you send
money in advance or give the client your checking account, license ID, or credit card
numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and
note that if a credit repair company does business only over the phone it is illegal to
request any money before delivering its services. All funds are based in US dollars.
Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

fade or dissolve effects and may
not show movement, strobe, or
change light intensity. 

Each frame must be displayed
for at least three seconds, and
the maximum brightness shall
not exceed .3 foot-candles of am-
bient light 150 feet from the
source. For reference, one foot
candle represents the brightness
a foot away from a standard can-
dle. 

Digital signs are only permit-
ted in areas zoned commercial or
industrial in the city.

On the free speech side, the
city now will not regulate con-
tent of signs or treat different
kinds of signs, such as political
or advertising signs, differently.

“Our previous ordinance was-
n't content neutral,” McDaniel
said. “There were different rules
for political or campaign related
signage. We used to have rules
that signage for political cam-
paigns could not be out a certain
time before or after an election.
There were distinctions made
between political speech and
other kinds of speech.”

The changes stem from a 2015
ruling by the Supreme Court
that followed a lawsuit by a
church against an Arizona city
for having more stringent regu-
lations for signs advertising reli-
gious services than political or
ideological content. The church
said the city violated its First
Amendment rights by not apply-

ing laws equally. The court ruled
that if cites do regulate the con-
tent of a sign, AKA speech, it has
to pass strict scrutiny. Basically,
in lay terms, if the city is going
to specifically regulate the con-
tent of a sign, it better have a
darn good reason for how the
regulation benefits the public in-
terest, or the regulations won't
hold up in court.  

The new proposed ordinance
falls in line with that.

“Discretion may not be exer-
cised as to the message content
of the subject sign,” the draft
states. 

However, while the city can-
not technically regulate a sign
for its content, the new ordi-
nance would give it a broad vari-
ety of ways to disqualify a sign.

The city can regulate signs for
letter type, size and style, con-
struction material, number of
signs in an area, height and lo-
cation of the sign, the sign in
context to nearby signs, effect of
the sign on driver or pedestrian
safety, and potential negative
impact on visual quality of pub-
lic spaces. Certain signs are also
prohibited, such as ones that
contain obscenity, or unprotected
speech, or messages that pro-
mote illegal products or services.

In residential and commercial
historic districts, all signs must
also be approved by the Histori-
cal Preservation Commission.

For more information and to
view the draft of the ordinance,
visit Newton Now’s website at
www.harveycountynow.com.

SIGN
From Page 1

hardly any belongings, so he de-
cided to create a painting of that
scene.

The proceeds from the sale of
the painting will go toward help-
ing evacuee families. Loganbill
is selling the painting for $1,200,
and the painting is on his web-
site at josephloganbill.com. The
website stated the oil painting is
12 by 16 inches and is on panel.

Loganbill said he wanted to
post it online before Christmas,
and it still was available as of
Monday night.

The full-time artist said he
spent some hours with the
photo, looking at the faces of the
people, trying to understand
how they were feeling.

“I’ve gotten some nice re-
sponse from it on my Facebook
page,” he said. “I guess I feel art
has lots of different purposes,
which include conveying beauty
and a range of human feelings,
like tragedy and injustice.”

He said Aleppo is an ongoing
tragedy and that he sees the citi-
zens being leveraged between
various factions.

Loganbill also created another
painting in the same light as
“On the Road-Aleppo,” which
was from an Ansel Adams pho-
tography of a Japanese-Ameri-
can interment at a World War II
camp in California. Both of these
paintings represent dispossessed
people during wartime situa-
tions. These paintings are a

stark contrast from his usual
kinds of paintings that seem to
portray an idyllic America or in-
corporate landscapes or
cityscapes. The World War II
painting measures 11 by 14
inches,

“Maybe [I’m] feeling my con-
science is calling me to explore
other topics, too,” Loganbill said.

The local artist also said he’s
been kicking around the idea of
doing more figuration work in
conjunction with photojournalist
Rami Jarrah, who is a friend of
Loganbill’s partner, Jeanne
Bowyer. If they both find the
project interesting, Loganbill
said he and Jarrah might collab-
orate to highlight the tragedy
and raise money on the victims’
behalf. However, Loganbill said
whether or not they collaborate,
he still might do more scenes of
Aleppo.

Loganbill’s art career started

years before that, however. His
drawing interest started as a
child.

“As a boy, I drew whenever I
could,” he said. “I drew in the car
waiting for Mom, trying my best
to copy automobile designs, and
later, sketching landscape ideas.
From my father, I learned to be
a patient observer and to revere
nature. I tagged along as he
walked outdoors, identifying
trees and birds, stopping just to
listen in awe.”

Fast forward many years, and
Loganbill said he started paint-
ing outside, taking his supplies
with him.

“At first, I felt exposed and
vulnerable, because I’d never
seen anyone else painting out-
doors in my community,” he said.
“Gradually, though, I began to
concentrate and produce pieces I
regarded as useful learning ex-
periences.”

LOGANBILL
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Joseph Loganbill works on a painting on Thursday, Dec. 22, at his Newton home.
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As we come to the end of
the year, I have seen a lot
of things about how bad

2016 was. I am with you. There
were a lot of things to be left in
the rearview so we can get on
with life. But for me, there were
a couple of things 2016 brought
me that have been gigantic posi-
tives.

The biggest thing to happen
to me this year was that I got to
marry my beautiful wife,
Rachel. When I told her that
nothing good happened this
year, she gave me some pretty
hard side eye before I could fin-
ish with the ol’, “You know,
nothing good except that one big
thing.”

But the other big thing that
happened was getting the op-
portunity to join this newspaper.
I feel like I won the lottery, get-
ting to sit in this seat to earn a
living, and I am grateful every

day to be where I am.
Clint Harden is a former

coworker of mine and a friend.
When he called me to tell me he
was leaving Newton Now and
there was an opening, it almost
felt too good to be true. Having
been through the pressure-
cooker of sports reporting with
him, I know exactly what kind
of a person he is and how much
pride and detail he puts into his
work. He leaves big shoes to fill. 

And there is the constant
pressure and grind of being at a
startup paper. It is a fight for
survival every day.

But it has been worth it every
single day. 

I guess I should have known
this place was different from my
very first interview with Adam
Strunk. We were in the middle
of what I’m sure was big stuff at
Mojo’s when I interrupted the
conversation to let Strunk know

that he was going to want to
turn around and watch this vol-
unteer get blasted with a Taser
in a police demonstration be-
hind him. It wasn’t unprofes-
sional, but it was a far cry from
your standard, ultra-formal
suit-and-tie job interview, com-
plete with a circus side show.

After the second interview
with Joey Young joining the
party, I walked away feeling
pretty good about my chances. I

hoped they left with the same
good feeling about things I had.

And then there was a long si-
lence. I hadn’t heard anything
back for what seemed like an
eternity. It was agonizing. I
kept saying that I wasn’t going
to get my hopes up, but the
truth of the matter was that I
had. I was ecstatic about the
chance to work for this paper.
After a few weeks, I finally
broke down and called Joey to
get a status update. If it wasn’t
going to be me, I wanted to at
least be put out of my misery.

And then I got the call back.
Joey said he was glad I called
because he had been meaning
to tell me I was hired, but he
lost my phone number. 

This has been an incredible
job, working with some incredi-
ble people. One of the best parts
of this job is the freedom we
have. We can be ever evolving

without an unbreakable mold.
We can take just about any
form we want to in order to best
serve the community. The com-
pany is small, and the owners
are here all the time pitching in
and battling right beside us.
They know us personally. They
know our strengths and play to
them.

The ride at this paper has
been better and more fun than I
imagined it could be. I couldn’t
be more proud of the product
2016 has given me the chance
to be a part of. 

Buckle up, because there are
some big things in store for
2017.

Mike Mendez is the sports edi-
tor for the Newton Now and can

be reached by e-mail at
mike@harveycountynow.com

and followed on Twitter at
@MendezNewtonNow. 

DROP THE MIKE

MIKE MENDEZ

2016 brought plenty of good to sports editor’s life, despite some of the bad

YEAR IN 
REVIEW : TOP 10 IN SPORTS

They say time flies when you are having fun, and in the world of Newton sports, there was plenty of fun to
be had over the last year. The year saw the full range of highs and lows, championships and struggles. These
are the top 10 sports stories of the year.

1. Girls 4x100 breaks the state record
There are many people who can

say they won a state title at the
state track meet in Wichita. But
not many of them can say they
were faster on the track than any
one else has ever been. And with a
48.16, the Newton High School
girls 4x100-meter relay team be-
came the fastest collection of four
5A sprinters in the history of the
state.

Sprinters were a huge strength
for the Railers in a runaway team
title for Newton. Two of the top
three, and three of the top five in
the 100 finals, belonged to the Rail-
ers. Kalli Anderson finished second
in the 100, Savannah Simmons
third and Jen Andres fifth. Putting
the three of them together on a
relay team along with state placer
in the 400 Taylor Antonowich re-
sulted in a team that had more
competition racing history than the
teams in the other lanes.

“Once it kind of sets in, it will be
something that we’ll never forget,”
Antonowich said. “I am just really
proud of how we completed this
year.”

If the 2016 4x100 relay was a
nightmare for the rest of the state,
if healthy, 2017 may be even

scarier. All four runners are return-
ing for Newton with a year of im-
provement.

FILE PHOTOS
Jen Andres passes the baton to Savannah Simmons for the final leg of the fastest girls 5A
4x100-meter race in state history at the state track meet on May 28 at Cessna Stadium in Wi-
chita. 

Payton Roberts wins her third straight shot put
title in her final time competing at the state
track meet on May 28 at Cessna Stadium in
Wichita. Roberts won five individual state ti-
tles in her career, including three in the shot
put and two in the discus.

2. Payton Roberts goes out with a win
While the Railer sprinters are all

coming back for a shot at another
state title, one of the best female
athletes in Newton history wrapped
up her career in 2016 with a state
title in the shot put, her third in as
many years, with a 45-01 for Pay-
ton Roberts. The championship in
the event made it five in her career
with three in the shot put and two
in the discus after finishing third in
2016. The three-sport athlete had
success in volleyball and basketball
as well for the Railers.

“I think I am going to go over and
start crying after this, because it is
going to hit me sooner or later,”
Roberts said. “I knew I was going to
come in, and those were going to be
my last high school warm up
throws and my last high school dis-

cus throws. So it’s a little bit nerve
racking. It is very rare to get five
state titles. I am very blessed to say
that I have gotten that and I have
went through the entire state, re-
gionals, league; I’ve been through it
all. It is honestly amazing. I ended
it on a third place medal. But it
happens, and I get to go into college
and hopefully do some damage
there, too.”

The Railer boys dominated the
shot put in 2016 as well with senior
Josh Fulmer winning a state title,
junior Aidan Mills finishing runner-
up and junior Jackson Forest finish-
ing seventh.

Newton also had a state champi-
onship in the girls 4x400 with Mag-
gie Remsberg, Antonowich, Andres
and Simmons. 

The Newton girls volleyball team celebrates a point against eventual state
champion Shawnee Heights at the state tournament on Oct. 28 at the Ex-
pocentre in Topeka.

3. Railer volleyball earns a No. 1 seed at the state 
It is tough to get a look at a 5A state volleyball

title with private schools in the northeast like
Bishop Miege, St. Thomas Aquinas and St. James
Academy putting a stranglehold on the trophy. But
in 2016, Newton earned a No. 1 seed going into the
tournament with the best record in the state at 38-
4. 

For having the best record, the Railers were re-
warded with a placement in the pool of death with
St. James and eventual state champion Shawnee
Heights. 

“We celebrated that No. 1 seed for about five
minutes,” head coach Jamie Dibbens said. “And
then we figured out our pool and we were like,
‘Well…’ They never complained about it. They
never felt like it was unfair. They did approach it
the right we just had some pretty great teams to
play.”

Newton finished the pool at 1-2 after beating
Lansing in the final match of the day to go out
with a win in spite of coming up short of making it
to Saturday.

4. Newton lands new coaches
Before a team can get itself into

state contention, it must have a
coach with a vision. Newton High
School started the process hiring
head football coach Chris Jaax and
head boys basketball coach Andy
Hill late in the spring.

“I’m excited,” Jaax said. “We have
got a lot of stuff to do real quick
here. So I mean we have got to
move forward. I am excited that the
kids are looking forward to getting
to work and getting ready.”

Anxious to start preparing for the

2016 football season, but without a
coach to give any guidance, several
Newton players went to a school
board meeting to express their de-
sire to get a coach hired. Newton
found its coach in Jaax, an assis-
tant coach for Bishop Carroll under
Alan Schuckman during a Golden
Eagle dynasty that won state titles
in 2012 and 2014. With Jaax came a
renewed excitement and fun to the
football program.

With Hill, Newton got a coach
who is no stranger to preparing for

intense competition after coaching
in the AVCTL at Andover, and in
the City League at Wichita North-
west before that.

“I have heard nothing but great
things about the community and
that was only reaffirmed through-
out the interview process,” Hill said
after being announced as the head
coach. “Everyone I have met has
been tremendous at making me feel
at home already, and I have only
been around a week.”

5-10 can be found on Page 12.

When boys swim coach Kim Powell came to Newton
High School last year, she noticed something was
missing. Without any divers, the Railers were leaving
points on the table, setting up an opportunity for the
adventurous daredevil to step up and help the team.

“A big part of why I wanted to do this is because I
saw a potential for points,” Powell said. “They have
always been a really good team, but they are missing
a huge portion by not having an entire event. So now
they can earn back substantial points to help get
them closer to a win.”

With one of the best gymnastics programs in the
state, Newton has girls with a lifetime of training
themselves in spatial awareness. Two-time state
champion in the balance beam Kailey Naysmith
translated that skill into a third place diving medal at
the state tournament last spring. 

But for the return of diving on the boy’s side, Adam
Ford came forward last year and made enough
progress throughout the course of the season to qual-
ify for state and place eighth for 11 team points at the
state meet. 

“Adam, he had good body awareness,” Powell said.
“And I think no one had ever just taken him and said
that is what this dive is called and this is how we
progress from that point. So it was really tough for
him to get his 2s, his 2 and a halfs, and that came
right at the very end of the season when he saw that
state was a very strong possibility for him. And he
just said, ‘OK, I’m going to do it.’”

With Ford graduating last year, the torch of diving
leadership has been passed to senior Connor Ecker-
berg, who has taken up the challenge of learning the
craft. While watching Ford have success, Eckerberg
approached Powell in the middle of Christmas break
last year and expressed interest. 

“I just thought it looked really cool,” Eckerberg said.
“It looked fun so I was like, ‘I am going to try this and
see if I have the talent to do it.’ I could barely do a
front flip when I started.”

The process of learning is rigorous. It is a far cry
from nailing a cannonball down at the public pool.
The dives are scored on a degree of difficulty, along
with three different elements of a dive. Divers are
scored on their approach, the dive in the air, and the
entry into the water. The learning process involves
breaking things down fundamentally, beginning with
the approach. But it also takes a lot mastery over the
dangers involved and a willingness to get through
some pain.

“For these guys, it is not having fear,” Powell said.
“And if you don’t have a fear of the water or a fear of
the board and you are willing to attempt things and
not be scared to try something new, I think everybody
can dive.”

Conquering the fear isn’t easy when adding new el-
ements means having to take a few slams before the
skill sinks in. But for the high risk comes a high

Boys diving
resurgent at
Newton High

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Conner Eckerberg enters the water while practicing his diving on
Dec. 15 at Newton High School. Eckerberg is leading a resurgent
boys diving team looking to bring valuable points to the Railers.

See DIVING / 12



On the boys’ side of the pitch, 2016
marked a big reward in a long journey
for the senior class. When they entered
Newton High School as freshmen, there
was a divide in the team between the
varsity and the developmental levels.
The class felt alone. And after a couple
of .500 seasons, the seniors cultivated a
culture of unity with all levels and
broke through for an 11-5-2 season that
surprised even them.

“Coach Jantzi, he is a very serious
guy,” senior Alvaro Munguia said. “He
rarely laughed. So when we saw him
laugh, we were like, what? But this
season, I think he was really, really
happy with us. He was expecting us to
go far.”

The senior leadership on the team
was expecting another .500 season.
And right off the bat, some overtime
magic started to change the feeling on
what was possible with double-over-
time wins against McPherson and An-
dover Central in the first two games.

“After McPherson, we knew that we
had a lot more talent and chemistry
than we thought we would have,” sen-
ior Anthony Velazco said.

The team fell to defending state
champion Salina South 1-0 in the first
game of the postseason.
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reward of accomplishment.
“I actually see it a little daunt-

ing every time you try to add
that extra half rotation, because
you go from straight into the
water, to a somersault, to a som-
ersault and a half,” Eckerberg
said. “It gets kind of daunting,
because every time you fail it,
you are going to smack the water

really hard. So it is kind of scary
first starting it, but once you
start at least getting into the
water properly, then you kind of
get into the movement and you
keep going. It feels really good.”

After taking the torch from
Ford, Eckerberg knew he needed
to bring more divers onto the
team to keep things going. So he
took it upon himself to start re-
cruiting a team. Currently, he
has assembled a team that has
started the work of advancing

the program for the future as
well as the present. German ex-
change student Tim Haaf started
diving as a senior, while the fu-
ture is bright with Chris Altum
starting in the sport as a fresh-
man and juniors Eli Albrecht
and Austen Esslinger. 

With the guys learning and
prepared for a six-dive meet, the
next step is to learn enough to
compete in the 11-dive meets
that are around the corner in
2017. With enough in the reper-

toire for 11 dives, Eckerberg can
start building both the difficulty
and the execution to work to-
ward state qualification, which is
his goal. But for now, there is
plenty of work to do to get to that
point.

“I want to see if I can get into
the state qualifying which con-
sists of at least getting a somer-
sault and a half, two somersaults
in the air,” Eckerberg said. “Each
dive has a degree of difficulty
scored on it, and so you have to

hit a certain degree of difficulty
total between your 11 dives and
then a total score overall. I have
got a lot of work to do. It is the
beginning of the season, and we
have only done one dive meet so
far. The 11-dive big meets don’t
start until the second half of the
season, and so we have two
more six-dive meets, and then
we start the bigger 11-dive
meets, which are up in Manhat-
tan and the big Wichita
schools.”

DIVING
From Page 1

For the Newton High School gym-
nasts, 2016 saw some wild emotional
ups and downs. The Railers entered the
season having scored the highest team
total in school history in a runner-up
season in the previous year and were a
favorite to win it all. But in the middle
of the season, the news came that the
school districts of Shawnee Mission and
Olathe were about to recommend cut-
ting gymnastics, a move that would end
the sport for good in Kansas.

Suddenly, the heartbreak of losing
the sport was an added distraction on
top of what was already a stressful
journey to a possible state champi-
onship. 

“I have told them, one meet at a
time,” head coach JoAnne Thaw said.
“Our focus needs to be on that, not on,

‘Are they going to have gymnastics next
year?’ Next year doesn’t matter right
now. What matters is this year.”

With the state meet possibly being
the last ever, the gymnastics commu-
nity went all out, bringing back gym-
nastics alumni for a celebration of
history, making it an even bigger stage
than ever. After finishing second as a
team, with individual championships
from Carlye Anderson on the uneven
bars and Kailey Naysmith on the bal-
ance beam, the girls tried to come to
grips with the idea that the sport might
not live on. But after the season, the
northeast school districts listened to
the outcry from the gymnastics commu-
nity and decided to keep the sport,
meaning there will be a future for the
athletes in high school.

5. Wild ride for gymnastics

Newton senior Carlye Anderson practices her double back flip dismount on the uneven bars while head
coach JoAnne Thaw watches during a practice on Aug. 25 at the Flip Flop Shop in Newton. Anderson won a
second straight state title in the event.

Brayden Cornejo takes a shot on goal against An-
dover Central during the second game of the sea-
son on Sept. 1 at Fischer Field in Newton. The
Railers beat the Jaguars 2-1 in double overtime.

For the second year in a row, the
Newton girls basketball team ran into
Leavenworth in the first round of the
state tournament. But it wasn’t meant
to be as the team fell a couple of points
short in a 42-40 loss to the eventual
state runner-up Pioneers.

“They believed. That’s all I can ask,”
head coach Randy Jordan said. “It’s a
game, and at the end of the day, the sun
will come up tomorrow. We’ll rejoice in
our blessings. We had a great season,
and we’re not going to let this ruin it.”

The Railers opened with a 10-1 lead

after one quarter but were outscored 12-
1 in the second. Newton made a big
comeback attempt in the fourth quarter
but couldn’t deal with Leavenworth’s
speed in the end.

"They sped us up. It took us a while to
calm down,” Jordan said. “That’s what
Leavenworth does. When we settled
down, I don’t think Leavenworth could
guard us. I think Leavenworth knew
that. That’s why they tried speeding us
up and trapping us. They wouldn’t have
been able to guard us in the half court.
We didn’t make it a half-court game.”

6. Railer girls battle defending champs

The Newton High School girls soccer
team had everything going for it in the
state quarterfinals against Kapaun Mt.
Carmel. The Railers were hosting the
game at Fischer Field and extended the
game with an equalizer from Erika
Ledesma on a rebound off a shot from
Brookelynn Entz to tie at 1-1. After an
Entz shot in the last five minutes of
overtime rang off the crossbar, sending
the game into a shootout. And even on a
broken foot, Newton keeper Megan
Akers made a save in the first round.
But a couple of shots missing the net
were the difference in a 4-3 shootout
loss a game away from the state tourna-
ment. 

“I am proud of the seniors,” Newton
head coach Scott Jantzi said. “Unfortu-
nately, it didn’t turn out the way we
wanted to get to the final four with the
senior that we have. But the returning
girls will continue to work hard in the
off-season, get better in confidence on

the ball. But the ball didn’t bounce our
way this year.”

The Railers return all but one key
player from the team in 2017.

7. Girls soccer close to making state

Newton goalkeeper Megan Akers makes a save
during the shootout with Kapaun Mt. Carmel in the
state quarterfinal game on May 24 at Fisher Field
in Newton.

8. Boys soccer has breakthrough season

For Newton boys soccer senior Carlos
Cornejo, taking the field was something
he did carrying the weight of responsi-
bility. Cornejo took the field every night
playing with the maximum effort his
late father Robert would have expected.

“Now that he is not here, we still go
by his tactics,” Carlos said. “We know
what he taught us, just to stay humble
and work every day. And we play for
him. It is hard work ethic. He was a

hardworking man. He would wake up in
the morning, and we would be out of bed
by 10 o’clock out doing something. If you
sleep in, he was going to get you out of
bed, and you are going to do something.
You have got to work. He took pride in
everything he did, and that is what he
was trying to teach us. No matter in
how big or small, take pride in every-
thing you do. Carry on the Cornejo
name.”

Felipe Lene (left) and Jordan Singh (middle) receive their medals for a state runner-up finish in the dou-
bles bracket on May 14 at Maize South High School. 

9. Cornejo plays for his father

Coming down to the end of the 5A
state tennis tournament at Maize South
High School, the Railer boys were in
contention. And with strength in the
doubles teams, Newton took third with
28 points, four points off of state cham-
pion Goddard Eisenhower with 32.

“It doesn’t work without just one big
tennis family,” head coach Nick Sisson
said. “We play with that little chip on
our shoulder about being made in New-
ton and that gets us in the conversation
at least and we will take that. We have
been close.”

Playing in a tough regional, Sisson

saw the opportunity for points by chang-
ing up his doubles teams, putting Felipe
Lene and Jordan Singh together in a
duo that finished second after a 7-5, 6-4
thriller in the finals. Newton’s doubles
team of Shawn Bontrager and Adam
Ford took fourth after a 6-4, 6-2 loss in
the consolation finals.

“My goal when I came as a freshman
was just to get top five at state at some
point,” Singh said. “When [Sisson]
paired us together I was like, ‘Um, we
could do it.’ And then to be actually
here, I never actually thought I would
actually get to this point.”

10. Boys tennis close to state title


