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Merry Christmas and Happy News Year

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
On Thursday afternoon at Slate Creek Elementary School, students, from left, Joseph Mathews, Will Morris, Sophia Duncan, Brooklyn
Sanchez and Finn McHughes look over ornaments students have made. In back is Latchkey aide Melissa Scrivner.

Twenty-eight. That’s just a number, but
when one is talking about Christmas orna-
ments and adding a few zeros after that,
that’s a lot of decorations.

Children in the Newton school district
have made, since 1988, a total of 28,000
dough ornaments since elementary school
art teacher LaDonna Voth started the proj-
ect years ago.

That means there are thousands of those
little shapes in homes throughout the town,
and probably the United States, kids made
in Newton while growing up.

Even another elementary school art
teacher, Beth Burns, said they still have or-
naments their daughters have made when
they were little ones. Burns’s oldest daugh-
ter will be 25, and they still have hers.

“She made hers with LaDonna,” Burns
said.

Burns said she thinks the parents appre-
ciate them, as parents keep them as the
kids get older.

“Some people make peppernuts,” Voth
joked. “We make ornaments—about as
many, too.”

Making the ornaments is a time-intense
project for the teachers, and they get help
from their mothers—95-year-old Dorothy
Unruh, Voth’s mom, and 86-year-old Edna
Burns, Burns’ mother.

Back in the late 1980s, Voth said she got
the idea to make bears from a couple of
teachers in the district.

“I experimented with dough ornaments,”
Voth said.

STUDENTS CREATE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS

Brooklyn Sanchez enjoys herself while making a snowman ornament on
Thursday afternoon at Slate Creek Elementary School.

A holiday school tradition

See CHRISTMAS / 8

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

When U.S. Rep. Mike Pompeo and Hugh Mc-
Connell sat together in president-elect Donald
Trump's box seats during the Dec. 10 Army/Navy
football game, Pompeo remarked to McConnell
that even a year ago, they wouldn't have thought
two people from south-central Kansas would be
sitting where they were.

McConnell, a 2012 Newton High School gradu-
ate, was selected as the first captain of the U.S.
Military Academy’s Corps of Cadets for the 2016-
17 academic year at West Point. This is the high-
est position in the cadet chain of command,
according to a United States Military Academy

Donald Trump
meets with
Newton man

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Hugh McConnell, a 2012 graduate of Newton High School, left,
met president-elect Donald Trump Dec. 10 during the Army/Navy
football game in Baltimore. 

See TRUMP / 8

The Newton School District finds itself in rare
company. 

The College Board, which provides services like
the SAT and Advanced Placement Classes re-
cently informed the school district that it was one
of two Kansas Districts and one of 433 nationally
to be put on the Advanced Placement Honor Roll. 

Members of the roll both expanded the partici-
pation in Advanced Placement Classes and had an
increase of scores in those classes. 

The only other school district to achieve that
feat was the Blue Valley District located in John-
son County. 

Policy changes
lead to honor for
school district 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See HONOR / 8

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Rob Kuhn, left, hands Erin Rousseau, owner of Hart & Soule Boutique, mail on Thurs-
day, Dec. 16, at the business. 

To some folks, Rob Kuhn is a
navy-colored blur of speed, wear-
ing sunglasses, a beanie and
shorts in the winter; to others,
he's a friendly postal worker who
greets them, hands them candy
and orders food while walking
really fast through their restau-
rant.

“He has a routine,” said Chris
Young, owner of 701 Cafe in

downtown Newton, about Kuhn
delivering mail to his place. “En-
ters Broadway, exits Main door.”

Young said when the postal
worker enters his restaurant
through the Broadway door, he’ll
say something like, “‘Three
breakfast burritos to go,’ as he’s
walking through. He’ll be like,
‘15-20 minutes?’ I’ll be like,
‘Yep.’”

Young also said Kuhn will
scatter candy on the counter for
some of the girls that work

Rain, sleet or snow: postal
worker walks miles a day

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See POSTAL / 8



Page 2      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now     December 22, 2016NEWS

TO SUBMIT NEWS: Newton Now welcomes your news and will print it as long as it fits our guidelines. The best way to
submit news is to e-mail it to adam@harveycountynow.com. You can also drop it by our office at 706 N Main, Newton, Kan.,
or mail it to P.O. Box 825, Newton, KS, 67114.

TO ADVERTISE: Newton Now offers retail and classified advertising. We also offer advertising in any newspaper in the state
along with a host of other marketing products. We can build an ad campaign that can fit your budget and reach our loyal
readership. Please contact Bruce Behymer at bbhymer@harveycountynow.com or 316-617-1095. The advertising deadline
is 5 p.m. on Monday for run of the paper ads and Noon on Monday for classified ads. 

TO SUBSCRIBE: Subscription requests/renewals may be mailed to P.O. Box 825, Newton, KS, 67114. Your newspaper will
be delivered to your mailbox each Thursday if you live in county and as soon as the post office can get it to you if you live out
of county. Single copy price, $1.25; subscription price per year is $50 (includes tax) in Kansas, and $65 out of state. No re-
funds on cancellations.

CORRECTIONS POLICY: Newton Now strives to produce an accurate news report each week and will publish corrections
when needed. To report corrections or clarifications, contact Adam Strunk at editor@harveycountynow.com.

POSTMASTER: Send change of address to: Newton Now, P.O. Box 825, Newton, KS, 67114 -- Newton Now periodical
postage paid at Newton, Kan. 

706 N Main, P.O. Box 825, Newton, KS, 67114 � PHONE: (316) 281-7899 � USPS - 17818 �
WWW.HARVEYCOUNTYNOW.COM

Joey and Lindsey Young
Owners/Publishers

Adam Strunk
Managing Editor

Wendy Nugent
Features Editor

Mike Mendez
Sports Editor

Bruce Behymer, M.D.
Marketing Dude

Shannin Rettig
Advertising/Sales/Marketing

Elizabeth Hingst
Graphic Designer

NEWTON NOW • USPS Publication No. (17818) • (316) 281-7899 
Published weekly by Kansas Publishing Ventures, PO Box 825, Newton, Kansas 67114

NMLS#: 791580

Newton  North
1225 N. Main

(316)283-3035

Newton  South
2315 S. Kansas Ave
(316)283-7478

Newton Wal-Mart
1701 S. Kansas Ave
(316)283-7350

Wishing you a safe, happy, 
and prosperous 2017!

(316)283-3035
 Main.1225 N

thwton  NorNe

(316)283-7350
evAAv Kansas 1701 S.

tal-Marwton WWaNee

(316)283-7478
evAAv Kansas 2315 S.

wton  SouthNe

As a college student,
one of the staples
in my dorm room

was a big can of pow-
dered hot chocolate. No
matter what the weather
was, I enjoyed relaxing
with a big mug of steam-
ing hot chocolate when I
was feeling stressed.

I still love the stuff and
make it quite a bit this
time of year.

One thing I hadn’t
tried until recently was
making hot chocolate
from scratch. I’ve had
tons of variations on the
powdered kind and even
bought some pods of it
for my Keurig not long
ago, but that was about
it.

Now let me warn you
about one thing: if you
love hot chocolate like I
do and haven’t tried it
from scratch before, be
aware that doing so will

change your perception
of the powdered stuff for-
ever. It will never, ever
be as good—although it’ll
still be passable when
you have a craving. 

I’m sure many of you
have family recipes for
hot chocolate hidden
away, but the recipe I
tried comes from the blog
“One Good Thing by
Jillee” by Jill Nystul.
(She has a very interest-
ing back story and a book
out, as a side note, if
you’re interested.) You
can find the original
recipe at http://www.one-
goodthingbyjillee.com/cro
ckpot-hot-chocolate. I
added extra vanilla in
mine.

Crockpot Hot
Chocolate

Ingredients
1-1/2 cups heavy cream
14 ounces sweetened

condensed milk
6 cups milk (I used

whole)
2 teaspoons vanilla

2 cups chocolate chips
(I used semi-sweet)

Directions
Add all the ingredients

to a crockpot and stir to
combine. Leave on low
for about two hours, stir-
ring occasionally to get
the chocolate off the bot-
tom of the crock (the au-
thor suggests a whisk for
this process, but I kept
having trouble with the
chocolate chips getting
stuck inside of mine. A
good, solid scraper or
spoon might be a little
easier). When the choco-
late is fully melted, serve
along with your favorite
hot chocolate toppings.

We shared this with
friends, and the four of
us each managed to
drink a nice, big mug of
it and still have some
leftover, if you’re wonder-
ing how much it makes.
If you have some heavy
hot chocolate drinkers,
though, you might make
sure you have extra in-

gredients on hand for an-
other batch.

This hot chocolate was
rich and creamy and
warmed me right down to
my toes. It was delicious,
and I wish it didn’t use
so many fattening ingre-
dients, or I would proba-
bly make it every day.

If you need something
warm to scare the cold
away this winter, defi-
nitely keep this recipe in
mind. 

A nice, hot cup of hot
chocolate is one of the
best ways to erase cold
weather blues.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now

and managing editor of
The Clarion in Andale.

She also is a Bethel Col-
lege graduate and an

avid baker. She can be
reached at 

lindsey@clarionpaper.com

Parrish part of movie nominated for Golden Globes

Angela Parrish has
gone from sleeping in her
car in Los Angeles to
being part of a movie
that's recently been nomi-
nated for seven Golden
Globe awards.

The movie is “La La
Land,” and Parrish, a
2004 graduate of Newton
High School, performed a
song for the motion pic-
ture, which is “Another
Day of Sun.”

“I'm the first singer
that you hear in the film
and the soundtrack, as
well,” she said.

Parrish's experiences in
LA somewhat reflect the
life of the main charac-
ters in the movie, as well
as the many who've gone
to the glitzy town to make
it big, in that they're pay-
ing their dues to make it.
Mia, played by Emma
Stone, is a latte server
and aspiring actress,

while Sebastian, played
by Ryan Gosling, barely
can pay his bills, earning
money by performing in
dingy bars.

Although her particular
song hasn't been nomi-
nated for a Golden Globe,
Parrish said the entire
score, which was written
by Justin Hurwitz, is a
Golden Globe nominee.
Other Golden Globe nom-
inations include best mo-
tion picture, musical or
comedy; best performance
by an actor in a motion
picture, musical or com-
edy, Gosling; best per-
formance by an actress in
a motion picture, musical
or comedy, Stone; best di-
rector motion picture,
Damien Chazelle; best
original song, motion pic-
ture, Hurwitz, Benj Pasek
and Justin Paul; best
screenplay, motion pic-
ture, Chazelle; and best
original score, motion pic-
ture, Hurwitz.

The movie came out
Dec. 9 in New York and
should be out by Christ-

mas in other lo-
cations, Parrish
said.

Parrish said
this is the first
original musical
movie in years,
and there are
many original
songs. The
Broadway musical writ-
ing team of Paul and
Pasek wrote the lyrics.

“It's a beautiful film,”
she said. “We're very ex-
cited and proud about the
reception it's gotten so
far and the positive re-
views.”

The movie is getting a
96 percent rating on Rot-
ten Tomatoes.

Parrish said she had a
series of recording ses-
sions from March
through May, working
with the composer, direc-
tor and music producer.

“It was a very positive
experience,” she said. “It
was really great. Couldn't
have asked for a better
experience.”

She's happy about the

movie's success so
far.

“I'm really
proud,” she said.

Parrish said the
movie is about a
jazz piano player,
played by Gosling,
and an actress
(Emma Stone), and

it goes through their
dreams and careers in
LA, as well as their rela-
tionship. Their dreams
pull them together and
threaten to pull them
apart, according
to imdb.com.

“It's great to be a part
of it,” Parrish said. “It's
wonderful. It feels very
surreal.”

After Parrish received
a master's degree in
2012, she moved to Los
Angeles to pursue her
dream of becoming a pro-
fessional musician.

“I had $700 and just
put everything in my car,
and I moved to L.A., and
I had nothing,” said she,
adding she lived in her
car for two to three

months.
“It's sort of a rite of

passage,” Parrish said
about residing in her ve-
hicle. “It's more common
than you think.”

She said it just de-
pends on how badly a
person wants to be a mu-
sician—if they're willing
to give up creature com-
forts for a time, then the
person probably wants it
badly enough. A lot of
artists and her friends
have done it. During that
time, she also was able to
sleep on friends' couches
and take showers in their
homes and at the YMCA.

“And then I established
myself here and started
living in an apartment
instead of a car,” she
said.

“La La Land” also has
received eight Critics'
Choice awards, including
Best Picture, Best Direc-
tor, Best Original Screen-
play and Best Song, “City
of Stars.”

Parrish said she does-
n't think she'll go to the

Golden Globe ceremony.
“I'll definitely be

watching from home and
proud to be part of the
project that has been
nominated,” she said.

The soundtrack is
available on iTunes and
Spotify, and there will be
a vinyl edition released.

Parrish continues to
write songs and perform-
ing in LA, and her record
“Faithful and Tall” was
nominated in two cate-
gories for the 2016 Inde-
pendent Music Awards,
which were Best EP-
Roots/Country, and Best
Song-Alternative Country
for “Borrowed Time.”

Right now, she's
recording a full-length
album and has been a
guest artist with Paul
Williams, who wrote “The
Rainbow Connection” and
“Evergreen” with Barbra
Streisand.

“I'm grateful for the op-
portunities that come
along and look forward to
whatever the next project
will be,” Parrish said.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Parrish

Hot chocolate will stir positive feelings

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Homemade, from-scratch hot chocolate blows the powdered stuff out of
the water on a cold winter’s night.



The owner of Absolute
Drain, Garth Mock, said
he has a customer who
jokes around with him
about inviting him to
their Christmas gather-
ings every year.

“I think I went out
there two years in a row,”
Mock said. “So now I
think I was there last
week, so they won't have
problems when they get
company.”

As the name of his
business implies, Mock
specializes in drain clean-
ing, and it seems holidays
make for a lot of clogs.

The customer he was
talking about now has
him do preventative
maintenance on their
pipes.

“There's an old saying,
'Drains are like kids.
They don't act up until
you get a house full of
company.'” Mock said.

There are several rea-
sons why he's busier
around the holidays. For
one, in the summer, trees
are all photosynthesizing,
so all their energy goes to
the leaves. Roots, how-
ever, get more active in
the fall.

“Generally, we're more
active from like October
through April,” he said.

Roots are what can be
the root of drains' prob-
lems. He said sometimes
people's main lines get
clogged. The main line
runs from a building,
whether it's a business or
residence, to the city's
main line.

“Often, these get
clogged with roots be-
cause they used clay
pipes back when they
started putting in the
sewer system beginning
at the turn of the 20th
century until probably
generally the late ’70s,
early ’80s.”

Roots tend to grow into
the line's joints, finding

moisture in there.
“So you have to go in

there with a cable ma-
chine and a cutter and
cut them out,” Mock said.
“They'll eventually grow
back in.”

He also gets busier for
two other reasons. One is
at Thanksgiving, he said:
guests want to help clean
up after dinner.

“It seems people put
things down other peo-
ple's drains they wouldn't
put down their own
drain,” he said, laughing.

Some of those items in-
clude food scraps, fibrous
vegetables like celery, as
well as pasta, rice and po-
tato peels. Pasta sits and
grows, and potato peels
can get stuck and slimy.

“They don't always
wash through,” Mock
said. “They kinda bunch
up.”

Another reason he gets
busy at the holidays is
the increased volume of

water used with guests.
“There's a bigger vol-

ume that gets used,” he
said. “If the same is par-
tially clogged, then if
there's only a couple of
people using it, they
might not even know.”

However, if 15 to 20
folks suddenly are in the
house, taking showers
and using the restroom,
there could be additional
problems at the house.

At Thanksgiving and
Christmas, people do get
upset if their pipes don't
work like they're sup-
posed to.

“People are used to in-
door plumbing now and
are mortified when it
doesn't work,” Mock said.

Although he does
drains, Mock said he's not
a plumber and has been
in business coming up on
five years.

“I do anything having
to do with drain clean-
ing,” he said.
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Join us for one of our

Candlelight
Christmas Eve

Services
December 24, 2016
5:00 pm, 7:00 pm, 

and 11:00 pm
Come and enjoy the worship service, 

open communion (to visitors of all ages and 
faiths), and  a candle-lit Silent Night to 

conclude each hour-long service.

1200 Boyd Avenue, Newton, Kansas
Located across from Newton High School - Enter from Trinity Drive

Weary travelers from all paths of life welcome at our services! 

Come as you are.... jeans and casual dress acceptable attire for event.
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Keeping it flowing: Absolute Drain sees more business during holidays
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Garth Mock puts on what he called “snake-handler gloves” in
preparing to run a line Monday in the basement of a Newton triplex. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Garth Mock wheels a piece of drain-cleaning equipment
toward the door of a Newton triplex on Monday. 

A house fire north of
Newton destroyed a home
and claimed the lives of a
number of pets Sunday
night.

A call came in to dis-
patch shortly after 8 p.m.
on Dec. 18 from a motorist
reporting a blaze but not
knowing the exact ad-
dress. 

Newton Fire and EMS
responded to the fire on
Northeast 36th Street
east of Kansas Highway
15. More units from sur-
rounding departments ar-
rived to fight the flames,
which fully engulfed the
house, including nearly
every volunteer firefighter
in Harvey County Fire
District One, which serves
the area where the fire oc-
curred. 

“The structure was fully
involved when we ar-
rived,” District One Fire
Chief Merlyn Johnson
said. “We set up a defen-

sive attack.”
Johnson said Newton

Fire/EMS had 11 people
on scene, Hesston had
four, Halstead had a
pumper truck and ambu-
lance on standby and Fire
District One dispatched
10 of its 14 volunteers.

“It was two degrees
below zero, and there was
very little wind,” Johnson
said. “It makes fire fight-
ing very extreme; you
can't turn the nozzles off,
because they'll freeze.”

Crews battled the fire
for an hour and a half be-
fore extinguishing it.
Johnson said they didn't
leave the scene until
around 1 in the morning
on what turned out to be
the coldest night of the
year so far. 

Johnson said the equip-
ment the firefighters were
wearing did a good job
keeping off the cold as
long as it stayed dry. “But
you're fighting fire with
water,” he said. “It's some
of the toughest conditions
you'll ever face.”

Johnson said the owner

of the house, Bonnie Tan-
dock, was in Wichita at
the time of the fire.

Johnson said the fire in-
jured no person, but a
number of pets are be-
lieved to have perished.
He didn't have details on
the animals.  

As for the cause, John-
son said firefighters are
still investigating, but the
amount of destruction
makes it difficult to con-
clusively tell.

“It was accidental, prob-
ably electrical, but at this
time but we're still under
investigation,” he said. 

Johnson also wanted to
point out that the fire
highlights the importance
of mutual aid agreements
between county fire de-
partments and how well
the county's fire depart-
ments work together. He
said it took all those who
responded to control and
battle the fire. 

There will be a fund es-
tablished for Tandock at
First Bank, though the
details of the fund were fi-
nalized as of press time.

Fire destroys residence north of Newton 
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com



The Board of Harvey
County Commissioners
approved the sale of the
ResCare Building at 700
E. 14th St. at its recent
Monday meeting. 

The commission re-
ceived one bid for the
building by the
Northview Development
Service Endowment
Foundation for $150,000.
The building is appraised
at $189,000. 

County Administrator
John Waltner recom-
mended that the commis-
sion accept the bid,
pushing that the county
get out of the business of
being a “landlord.” 

Jim Gillmore, repre-
senting the Northview
Foundation, said the
group has no plans on
changing the business’
current tenant, ResCare. 

The Northview Foun-
dation seeks to help peo-
ple with disabilities and
awards grants and fund-
ing to various organiza-
tions to help with that
mission. 

The sale passed after a
bit of discussion between

county commis-
sioners. 

Commis-
sioner Ron Kre-
hbiel said
despite the
price being
lower than the
appraisal, he
was in favor of
the sale if it
would help the commu-
nity. 

In other news, the
county commission
named The Newton
Kansan as its official
paper for 2017 following
a competitive bidding
process between the
Kansan and Newton
Now. 

Both papers offered a
bid of $5 per column inch
for the county to publish
its legal publications.
The price is a dollar
lower than last year and
34 percent of what the
county paid the Kansan
in 2014.

Waltner said he had no
complaints with any of
the papers involved.

“It's been great to see
Newton Now become es-
tablished,” John Waltner
said, noting the county's
savings over the last
year. “It is really good for
everybody. It creates a

good atmosphere.
I'm pleased at that,
and I'm pleased at
seeing the prices
being offered.”

In the bid open-
ing, Assistant
County Adminis-
trator Anthony
Swartzendruber
read the bids, say-

ing the Kansan claimed a
circulation of 3,400 pa-
pers, while Newton Now
claimed a circulation of
1,300. 

Swartzendruber did
note that Newton Now's
circulation had increased
over the year while the
Kansan's had decreased. 

Waltner recommended
that the county stay with
the Kansan as it had a
larger circulation. 

Ron Krehbiel com-
mented that oftentimes
he preferred reading
Newton Now. 

“You're not asked to
make a decision based on
the newsworthiness,”
Waltner responded, say-
ing the county considers
circulation numbers. 

ETC. 
The commission dis-

cussed a request for a
liquor license at Grace
Hill Winery. Planning
Zoning Director Gina

Bell requested direction
from the county on the
request. While the group
does have a special use
event permit that allows
it to serve wine on the
property, the commission
recommended that it go
through the Harvey
County Zoning Board
with an application to be
able to serve liquor by
the drink on the prop-
erty.

Harvey County Parks
Director Kass Miller gave
a report on the discovery
of a number of redwood
benches in East Park. He
said the department has
sanded them down, and
they look good.

Anthony Swartzendru-
ber brought up concerns
about a plan within the
House Ways and Means
Committee to remove a
tax exemption for inter-
est on municipal bonds.
Swartzendruber said
such bonds have been tax
exempt for more than a
century and the move
would mean local govern-
ments would pay higher
rates on their bonds.

“That is something
that could impact local
governments throughout
the state and the United
States,” he said.
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(316) 282-2600
616 N. Main

Newton, KS 67114

PenFed Realty

Happy holidays and best wishes for a wonderful new year!

ed RealtyenFFeP

(316) 282-2600

Your Independent Agency since 1978

Call Us For A Custom Quote & Personal Attention

Newton, KS

The staff at Book Reviews thanks all of our 
faithful book lovers, book worms and 
bookaholics for your continued 
support in 2016. Surely the true 
spirit of Christmas shines brightest 
when we give to those less 
fortunate than ourselves. 
You have enabled us to this, 
and we are very thankful.

(316) 283-1850
1201 North Main,  Newton, KS 

Webb siblings spread joy through Facebook video

Acouple of North
Newton natives are
featured in a music

video making its way
through Facebook in their
recording of the “The
Christmas Song.”

This recording is, how-
ever, just the tip of the
iceberg in the music ca-
reers of sister and brother
April May Webb and
Jacob Webb. Their other
brother, Nathan, also a
musician, isn't in the
video, but a friend of
theirs is. April is singing,
and Jacob is at the piano.
Their parents are Stanley
and Felicia Webb of North
Newton.

“We shot the video of
our arrangement of ‘The
Christmas Song’ Dec.11,”
April said. “We wanted to
create this video in hopes
of bringing a little Christ-
mas spirit.”

April is pursuing a ca-
reer in music in the New
York/New Jersey area,
and her brothers are con-
tinuing to perform in the
New York City area with
their group The JT Proj-
ect. 

“They had a single
reach No. 1 on the Bill-

board Contemporary Jazz
Chart titled ‘Jetsetter,’”
April said about her
brothers. “The JT Project
also produced an album
for my group S.O.A.R.
that will be released
under the Trippin’ ‘N’
Rhythm label. The title of
the album is called ‘Let’s
Stay Forever,’ and it will
be released in 2017.”

For the past two years,
April has been in a duo
called Sounds of A&R,
otherwise known as
S.O.A.R., which stands for
Sounds of April and Ran-
dall. April is the vocalist,
while Randall Haywood, a

Juilliard grad, is the
trumpeter.

Since they formed, the
duo has had a tune hit
No. 17 on the Billboard
Charts in the contempo-
rary jazz category, per-
formed at the Birdland
Jazz Club in New York
City, signed a record deal
with the label Trippin' 'N'
Rhythm, a division of
Sony Music Records, and
recently were told they're
advancing to the next
round of “Amateur Night
at the Apollo,” which is
where performers such as
Michael Jackson, Stevie
Wonder and Ella Fitzger-

ald jump-started their ca-
reers.

In 2017, S.O.A.R. will
release a contemporary
jazz album called “Let’s
Stay Forever.”

“We will also be releas-
ing another album in 2017
under our personal record
label,” April said, which is
Soaring Records. That
album, also containing
modern jazz, will be called
“Sounds of A&R.”

In addition to her many
recent achievements,
April is a featured vocalist
on a nationally televised
Christmas special, “PJ
Rasmussen and the Board
Walk Jazz Band,” which
is being aired across the
country through New
Year's. Such stations as
CBS, NBC and ABC have
played the show, as well
as KCTU in the New-
ton/Wichita area. It aired
locally Dec. 11.

April, a 2009 Newton
High School graduate, en-
joys music.

“Music is the one uni-
versal language, and I
love to communicate and
share love through music,
reaching people of differ-
ent backgrounds and cul-
tures, finding common
ground in music,” April
said. “Using my gifts as a
profession is one my
greatest joys in life.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
April May Webb, pictured, along with her brother, Jacob, and a friend,
videoed “The Christmas Song” to spread holiday cheer.

NPD delivering presents to community members

Hundreds of wrapped
boxes packed a conference
room in the basement of
the Law Enforcement
Center. 

The boxes contained all
sorts of items: clothes, dia-
pers, board games, fishing
poles, shoes, etc. New
bikes also leaned against
the walls. 

The room represented
eight hours of wrapping
and the efforts of the sec-
ond annual operation Blue
Christmas, a drive put on
by the Newton Police De-
partment. The drive will
provide 44 area children
and 17 families with a bit
brighter holiday. 

“This is important to us
so that the kids have a
positive experience with a
law enforcement officer,”
Newton Police Detective
DeAnna Mowery said. 

Mowery helped organize
the drive. The presents
will be delivered by patrol
officers on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday. 

Leading up to the holi-
day, the department has
been gathering toys and
clothes to hand out to fam-
ilies in need. Local chari-
ties recommended some
families to the depart-

ment. Others were identi-
fied by officers themselves.
But all the children on the
list will be getting some of
the Christmas presents
they asked for because of
the event. 

Mowery said police offi-
cers purchased and do-
nated presents as did
private businesses, the
Newton Fire/EMS Depart-
ment and the city office.
The department also used
cash donations it received

to buy some of the pres-
ents. She said that the
drive is larger than last
year’s but at capacity.

Mowery said the city
has been supportive of the
police department through
2016, what she called a
tough year for law enforce-
ment. 

“Our community has
backed us 100 percent,”
she said. “We want to turn
around and reciprocate for
them.” 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Some of the presents gathered line the walls Tuesday of a conference
room in the Newton Police Department.

County board approves sale of ResCare building Monday
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Waltner

Kauffman Museum hours change for holidays

NORTH NEWTON—
Bethel College an-
nounced changes in
hours for the end of fall
semester and through
the Christmas and New
Year’s holidays, begin-
ning Dec. 10.

Kauffman Museum
will have normal hours—
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Tuesdays through Fri-
days, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.
weekends and closed
Mondays through Fri-
day, Dec. 23.

Changed hours are:
closed Saturday, Dec. 24,
and Sunday, Dec. 25;
open Monday, Dec. 26;
and closed Saturday,
Dec. 31, and Sunday,
Jan. 1. Regular hours re-
sume Jan. 3.

FOR NEWTON NOW

WANT TO REACH 14,000+ AREA PEOPLE  WITH YOUR AD?
CONTACT BRUCE TO FIND OUT HOW: 316-617-1095



Dec. 19 
Criminal Calls:
Theft, 1500 Blk E Broad-

way
Battery, 1000 Blk S

Kansas
Identity Theft, 300 Blk

SW 4th
Arrests:
Wesley Monohon, 32,

Warrant, Franklin County 

Dec. 18
Criminal Calls:
Violate PFA, 1200 Blk E

Broadway
Criminal Trespass,

Theft, 100 Blk Manchester
Arrests:
Quincy Owens, 28, Do-

mestic Battery, Criminal
Damage, 200 Blk S. Main 

Dec. 17 
Criminal Calls:
Burglary, Theft, 2300

Blk Paddington
Burglary, Theft, Crimi-

nal Damage, 2100 Blk S
Kansas

Burglary, Theft, 300 Blk
Meadowbrook Dr

Arrests:
Chime Onwugbufor, 51,

criminal damage to prop-
erty, DUI, Possession of
Marijuana, Failure to re-
port accident, possession of
Para, 400 Blk N Main.

Carlos Mendoza, 38, In-
terference with Law En-
forcement Officer, Felony
Obstruction/Resist, 500
Blk W Twelfth.

Michael Cagle, 56, DUI,
Failure to report accident,
100 Blk Wheatridge

Keylee Rogers, 24, war-
rant, 500 Blk S. Kansas

Cassandra Pretty-
man,26, warrant, 100 Blk
E First St. 

Dec. 16 
Criminal Calls:
Obstruction, 100 Blk SW

6th 
Forgery, Theft, 1400 Blk

S Kansas 
Battery, 800 Blk N

Columbus 
Blackmail, 2100 Blk

Wagonwheel 
Arrests:
Troy Thomas, 32, aggra-

vated indecent liberties
with a child, intercourse
with child between 14-16
years of age, 100 Blk E

Seventh St. 
Dustin Herrod, 25, driv-

ing while suspended, 700
Blk W. Broadway

Lloyd Cotton, 26, war-
rant, Sedgwick County 

Dec. 15 
Criminal Calls:
Theft, 900 Blk W 12th
Arrests:
Blake Bergman, 23, war-

rant, 100 Blk Southport
Dr. 

Bobbie Farmer, 32, war-
rant, 200 Blk E Sixth

Rhonda Holder, 36, driv-
ing while license can-
celled/suspended, 1300 Blk
N. Main 

Travis Kincannon, 37,
warrant, 100 Blk E Eighth

Dec. 14 
Criminal Calls:
Identity Theft, 1100 Blk

W 9th
Att Burglary, Criminal

Damage, 2300 Blk N An-
derson

Theft, 1200 Blk N Main
Criminal Damage, 1000

Blk N Boyd
Theft, 1300 Blk S

Kansas
Theft, 800 Blk W 5th
Arrests:
Joseph Spencer, 23, Dis-

tribution of opiate, posses-
sion of marijuana, criminal
use of weapons, no tax
stamp, I-135 SB MM31

Kimly Carson, 59, war-
rant, 1600 Blk E. First 14

Garrett Fairleigh,29,
warrant, 900 N. Plum

Dustin Robertson, 33,
possession of depressant, I-
135 MM 31

Dec. 13 
Criminal Calls:
Obstruction, 800 Blk N

Main
Giving a Worthless

Check 2x, 300 Blk Wind-
ward Dr

Arrests:
Nelton Lemons, 36,

theft, 100 Blk E Ninth
Philip Caldwell,36, war-

rant, 800 Blk N. Main-
tained

Dec. 12 
Criminal Calls:
Criminal Use of Finan-

cial Card, Identity
Theft, 300 Blk SW 4th

Dom Battery, Criminal
Damage, 411 S Kansas

Theft, 2100 Blk N
Meridian

Agg Endangering a
Child, 1700 Blk S Kansas

Dom Battery, 400 Blk E
11th

Arrests:
Chad Wenger, aggra-

vated burglary, criminal
threat, criminal damage,
1500 Blk E Ninth

Dec. 11 
Criminal Calls:
Dom Battery, 1500 Blk

E 10th
Rape, 100 Blk E 7th
Criminal Damage 2x,

500 Blk N Walnut
Arrests:
Jeremy Vulgamore, 41,

Violate Protection Order,
1200 E. Broadway 

Talea Montano, 18, Do-
mestic Battery,  Newton
Medical Center

Dec. 10 
Criminal Calls:
DWS, ITOC, I-135

MM28
Theft, 1700 Blk S

Kansas
Theft, 1700 Blk S

Kansas
Arrests:
Andrew Wiens, 36, Do-

mestic Battery 100 Blk W.
Second 

Misty Wiggers, 32, Do-
mestic Battery, 100 Blk
Manchester

Ashlin Remis, 19, pos-
session of narcotic, 3500 S.
Duncan

Murphy, Tshimuanga,
23, possession of narcotic
3500 Blk S. Duncan

Dec. 9 
Criminal Calls:
Reckless Driving, 1200

Blk SE 14th
Dom Battery, 100 Blk

Allison
Duty to Report Accident,

200 Blk E 10th
Distribute Marij, Poss

Drugs, Poss Para, No Tax
Stamp, 1300 Blk Vine

Criminal Damage, 100
Blk SE 9th
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City workers get gift from mayor, commission

City employees will get
an extra paid day off cour-
tesy of Mayor Glen Davis
and the Newton City Com-
mission. 

At the Tuesday night
meeting, Davis brought up
the idea of the day off as a
Christmas present. 

“Everyone has pulled
hard together to make the
transition a success,” he
said. “For our front line
people on the street, I get
nothing but compliments
on what they are doing,”

Davis said the arrange-
ment would not cost the
city extra and would allow
the city to show its appre-
ciation for their employees’
work. He said an extra day
off could increase produc-
tivity in the long run. The
motion passed 5-0. 

“I'm sure the employees
would appreciate that very
much,” City Manager Bob
Myers said. “We'll let them
know.”

In other news, it was a
relatively short meeting
light on big business. 

The commission honored
former NHS grads Abbie

Lehman and Emily
Hiebert for their achieve-
ments at the Wichita State
Volleyball team. The WSU
volleyball team finished
24-8 this year and made
the NCAA tournament. 

Lehman is a three-time
all-American. Emily
Hiebert is the reigning
Missouri Valley setter of
the year. Both players are
All-Missouri Valley Con-
ference.

The city commission also
honored the Newton High
School teachers for the
School District being
placed on the Advanced
Placement Honor Roll.
USD 374 was one of only
two Kansas school districts
recognized with the dis-
tinction. There's a story in
this week's paper on the
topic on the front page.

The city commission also
gave permission for New-
ton Now to be granted a
temporary alcoholic liquor
permit for a special event
planned in Athletic Park
on Oct. 7. The event,
Blues, Brews and BBQ,
will feature local craft
beer, blues acts as well as
barbecue and food trucks. 

“I think it's a great
plan,” City Commissioner
Barth Hague said. “I'm

glad your organization is
willing to step up and do it.
Yes, I would make the mo-
tion.” 

The motion passed 5-0.
Mayor Glen Davis re-
quested to be a barbecue
judge if it turned out to be
a barbecue competition. 

ETC.
• Butler Rural Electric

asked for a guaranteed oc-
cupancy to install a three-
phase 1000 kW electric
hook up. The city approved
the agreement, which
means that the city would
pay a fee to Butler Rural
Electric in the event that
the building does not have
a paying tenant. If so, the
city would pay a $142
monthly fee to Butler
Rural Electric. If any new
tenant of the building uses
less than 60 percent of the
building's rated capacity
and does not agree to a
$142 monthly customer
charge.

• Davis spoke at the end
of the meeting about being
mayor of the city for 20
months and thanked mem-
bers of the city and the
staff. 

Vice Mayor Barth Hague
will assume the mayorship
at the beginning of the
New Year.

• Newton needs to keep
spider monkeys and kan-
garoos out of the city. That
was the opinion city attor-
ney Chris Towle and ani-
mal control officer Jennifer
Burns presented to the city
commission. 

“Are we being overrun
by spider monkeys?”
Mayor Glen Davis asked.

“What is a spider mon-
key?” Kathy Valentine
said. 

Basically, Burns noticed
a spider monkey being sold
on craigslist out of the
Newton area. A kangroo
also has been listed on the
site in the Harvey County
area. 

While the city has an or-
dinance listing what ani-
mals are not allowed,
Burns said the ordinance
is written broad enough
that a kangaroo or spider
monkey could be legal to
own in the city. 

She said both species
come with their own set of
problems. Spider monkeys
can spread the herpes
virus through their saliva
for instance. 

She and Towle recom-
mended the ordinance be
reworked to list accepted
Newton animals. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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We had a woman, Mrs. Mur-
phy, who takes the paper,
come into the office this

week and ask us if we planned to be
at a high school basketball game
where her son would be honored.
It's a common request I get from
people.

I called Mike and asked if he
would be there, and he said he was
planning on it. 

A few days later, that mother
called to let me know the ceremony
was cancelled. 

On the phone, we got to talking
about her son, who I knew, and
about how he had worked his way
up from the bottom. 

I told her that I ran into him
from time to time with my work. 

I'm sure in the coming weeks
there will be something else we can
get Mrs. Murphy's son Eric in the
paper for. He does happen to be the
police chief. 

Mothers, it seems, never stop
being mothers. Wendy has been in
and out of the office a bit attending
the surgeries of two different sons
through the previous weeks. She
still found a way to get everything
she needed to get done finished for
the paper while taking care of
them. I'm guessing she just slept a
little less.

I returned home a few weeks ago
to visit my parents wearing a pair
of worn shoes. Growing up, I was
described as the kind of kid who
would sit on his hat. I sometimes
forget to pay attention to the condi-
tion of clothing items. I don't really
think to go shopping. I will wear
something until it simply wears
out. 

My mother fussed about my
shoes. I told her I'd get new ones
when I had time. 

The next week, I returned home
to find a pair of well-built Woolrich
shoes. She promised me they were
on sale and wouldn't let me pay for
them. I've learned long ago not to
argue with her about it.

It's been bitterly cold of late, and
I've thought about her with more
then a few steps of my feet. 

I appreciate them as I appreciate

a thick warm scarf I have worn the
last two winters, this time a gift
from my girlfriend, Sam. I have still
failed to lose it these two winters. A
special thanks, for instance, is owed
to County Administrator John
Waltner for noticing that I left it be-
hind at a county commission meet-
ing I attended a few weeks ago. 

The scarf, the boots, both gifts
keep me a little bit warmer in the
weather. 

I ruminated on that idea a bit
and began to think of other gifts
I've been given to keep out the cold.
I have a job to pay for a warm home
and heat. I have health to let me
work. And I have people I care
about who provide a more emo-
tional warmth. An absence of that
warmth can cut far deeper than the
winter wind.

I say this all not to point out my
fortunate situation but to point out
the importance of recognizing the
transitory nature of such gifts. 

I live comfortably in part because
of my own merit, but only in small
part. 

Just as so many people know
what it means to be cold, to be with-
out love or shelter. Perhaps they
play a role in that, but perhaps only
a very small part.

Today the marriage between the
materialistic society we live in and
idea of achievement as a uniquely
individual act have enabled an ugly
sort of cruelty. 

It has allowed us to sit by the
fire, look out at those in the cold
and not be troubled, because we fool
ourselves into believing both us and
them have earned our respective
positions. 

Yet the line between the warmth
and cold I think is much thinner
than we like to imagine, snuggled
cozy in our beds. 

My boots will wear down. My
scarf will fray. My health will one
day give. The people I love and care
about will pass, moving in and out
of my life.  

It's a thought that makes me pull
my coat even tighter but one I must
remind myself of, especially now
during a time when our national
materialism seems to approach its
zenith. 

I fool myself if I do not believe
that by others’ kindness have I been
kept warm. And I fool myself if I be-
lieve others do not need such kind-
ness as well. 

Many people have told us that
over the years—including a poor
migrant child, born amongst live-
stock so many years ago.

It's important to remember that
message.

Adam Strunk is the managing ed-
itor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at 316-281-7899.

Kindness should be remembered
Columns

Editorial
It's time to take a breath

and put life in perspective

Newton volunteers,
givers deserve recognition

One of my favorite Christmas
gifts of all time was a Red
Ryder BB gun. Just like in

the classic holiday favorite “A
Christmas Story.” My dad, long be-
fore the movie was made, hid my
BB gun in the corner for me to find
after all the other presents were
opened. Just like Ralphie's dad. 

My theory is that BB guns are
hard to wrap and dads aren't really
good present wrappers. At least my
dad wasn't. Neither am I, for that
matter. Another similarity is that
my mother, just like Ralphie's
mom, flipped out over me shooting
my eye out. Thank goodness that
never happened—not even after the
Deadly BB Gun War of 1978, which
is a miracle. 

When my daughter was a little
girl, I bought her a BB gun for
Christmas. Not a Red Ryder,
though. Hers was a hot pink pump
action type. There are pictures of
her shooting it on Christmas day,
wearing safety glasses of course (I
didn't need my mom haunting me
for blinding her grandchild). I still
fire it off once in a while to ward off
the Starlings, as the use of shot
guns in town is frowned upon.

Another memorable gift from my
childhood was Steve Martin's 33
RPM comedy record album, “Wild
and Crazy Guy.” Inside the record
sleeve, there was a small glossy
card stock poster of the comedian
with a fish in his suit that was
signed “Best Fishes, Steve Martin.”
That poster hung on my wall for
ages. The record contained some
adult language, which made listen-

ing to it around my parents a little
dicey. My dad would yell at me to
get some more of those funny Bob
Crosby (Bill Cosby) records. 

Steve Martin is still one of my fa-
vorite comedians. He's also a no-
table actor, author, banjo player
and Grammy Award winner. And
Bob Crosby, well, anyway.

A kind of odd Christmas memory
I have is listening to the radio with
anticipation for those danged dogs
that barked out “Jingle Bells.” The
minute I heard those dogs, excite-
ment would fill my heart, because I
knew Christmas was close. I did a
little research and learned that
“The Singing Dogs” was created in
Denmark in the 1950s as a novelty
record. “Jingle Bells,” with some
other songs, were on the B side. The
crazy part is that America loved the
singing dogs record so much that it
reached #22 on the US Billboard
Pop Singles chart and eventually
sold over a million copies.

Along with the singing dogs, I
also looked forward to hearing the
annual playing of “Hudson and
Landry Frontier Christmas” on the

radio. It was a skit from the
comedic duo of Bob Hudson met
Ron Landry. Frontier Christmas is
politically incorrect, brilliantly writ-
ten and hilarious. If you haven't
ever heard it, you can find it on
YouTube.

Along with the dogs who bark
“Jingle Bells.”

I hope your Christmas is filled
with joyful memories rather than
stuff. Stuff, like BB guns and record
albums eventually get broken, lost,
tarnished, faded or sold at garage
sales.

Sometimes we just simply out-
grow them. But memories last a
long while. Be good to each other;
create some blissful memories, and
Merry Christmas.

Bruce Behymer is the advertising
manager at Newton Now, Harvey

County Now and The Edge. He can
be reached at bruce@harveycoun-

tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Christmas memories linger for life

Let’s face it: the world we live in is one big rat race,
and it’s only speeding up. 

Everyone runs around here and there trying to
scratch out that last dollar. People trample each other
for a bargain. Families squabble over petty amounts of
money or land.

Then comes the Christmas season, which our culture
views as a sort of magical fix-all. It is a time to be nice,
to care about your fellow man, and to hold your family
tight as Tiny Tim squeaks out, “God bless us every one,”
from the television screen.

We love Christmas just as much as anyone else. The
massive rush of consumerism aside, Christmas time and
the New Year is the wonderful time where we take a
breath and hit the reset button, and that’s a great thing.

The lucky among us take a few days off work, spend
some time with family or friends, contemplate what we
are thankful for, and then start the year anew. It’s hap-
pened this way for generations, and in part, perhaps
that’s comforting for us, knowing in a constantly chang-
ing world that we have something to hold on to.

For just a few minutes, the rat race dies down, and
the constant drone of the world around us is a bit qui-
eter. Time seems to slow, and maybe for a few seconds,
everything is right in the world.

And then, bam, the next year comes, and we launch
headlong into life, briefly refreshed but running even
faster than before. The importance of family, being
thankful and respecting others quickly takes a back
seat to the practical toils of life. 

But it doesn’t have to be this way.
What if we could continue our holiday spirit, the dedi-

cation to family, charity and reflection the entire year?
What would that do to the rat race if a few of us just

stepped back and spent a little more time with the fam-
ily and a little less time chasing the almighty dollar?

We understand that many of us don’t have the luxury
of not constantly worrying about making ends meet. But
many of us can probably realize that there’s surely more
to life than work and money.

Think back to your Christmas memories in childhood.
What were your favorite parts? Was it the toy you got or
knowing that someone cared enough about you to make
the effort? Was it having a new bike or having brothers
and sisters to share it with?

At least for us, the best memories we have aren’t of
what presents we received but the people we had
around us. Some of those people are now gone.  

That’s the sadness of life. Nothing stays the same.
Our time is limited. So what better gift can we give to
ourselves and our families for the next year than realiz-
ing that fact. 

Let’s spend more of 2017 on each other and less on
getting ahead.

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,
dear readers.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

ZEN OF BEHYMER

BRUCE BEHYMER

We'd like to give a big shout out and kudos to all of
the people volunteering and giving to holiday charities
and food drives this season. 

For the last month, it seems that efforts have gone
non-stop in Newton to help those in need. 

There were toy drives for children such as the Newton
Police Department's annual Blue Christmas or the regu-
lar Newton Toy Run. Charities hosted food drives. Blan-
ket and coat drives took place at others such as New
Jerusalem Missions. There was even a pajama drive for
the United Way. And then we have those standing out
in the cold ringing bells to collect financial donations.
Still others adopted families on Angel Trees. The New
Hope Shelter put a winter policy in place making sure
no one gets trapped out in the cold.

It takes people to organize these efforts, to work with
these efforts, to give to these efforts, and there've been
more of them in Newton than we've been able to cover. 

Newton has its critics and its naysayers, but there is
a lot of good in this city and a lot of generous people. 

With the help of those people, the winter and the sea-
son were made perhaps a small bit better for those in
our community who need a little bit of help.

We're glad to highlight such efforts and give credit
where credit is due. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board

My boots wear
down. My scarf will
fray. My health will
one day give. The
people I love and
care about will pass,
moving in and out
of my life. It’s a
thought that makes
me pull my coat
even tighter but
one I must remind
myself of...

A kind of odd 
Christmas memory I
have is listening to
the radio with an-
ticipation for those
danged dogs that
barked out ‘Jingle
Bells.’

CONTACT YOUR LEADERS
Newton Mayor Glen Davis
316-283-8976
glendavis3@cox.net

Newton Vice Mayor Barth Hague
316-283-2785
hague@mail.com

Newton Commissioner Leroy Koehn
316-772-3166
ldkoehn@kpc.kscoxmail.com

Newton Commissioner David A. Ny-
gaard
316-207-7934
dnygaard@cox.net

Newton Commissioner Kathy Valentine
316-516-4691
happyvalentine@cox.net

North Newton Mayor Ron Braun
316-283-7990
rdbraun@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Gregg
Dick
316-283-1366
greggd@bethelks.edu

North Newton Council Member Jim Go-
ering
316-284-0786
sgoering02@gmail.com

North Newton Council Member Paul
Harder
316-283-8262
phhefh@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Ron
Ratzlaff
316-283-2566
ratzlaff@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Jane
Schmidt
316-283-6251
jschmidt@bethelks.edu

Harvey County Commissioner George
A. “Chip” Westfall
316-283-5360
chipw58@cox.net
Harvey County Commissioner Randy
Hague
316-284-7340
randy@haguespaint.com

Harvey County Commissioner Ron Kre-
hbiel
620-463-2874

74th KS Representative District
Don Schroeder
State House, Room 512-N
Kansas House of Representatives
Topeka, KS 66612
785 296-7500
don.schroeder@house.ks.gov

72nd KS Representative District
Marc Rhoades
State House, Room 459-W
Kansas House of Representatives
Topeka, KS 66612
785-296-7671
marc.rhoades@house.ks.gov

31st KS Senatorial District
Carolyn McGinn
State House, Room 223E
Kansas Senate
Topeka, KS 66612
785-296-7377
carolyn.mcginn@senate.ks.gov

4th US Congressional District
Mike Pompeo
US House of Representatives
107 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6216
http://pompeo.house.gov

US Senator Jerry Moran
US Senate
361A Rusell Senate Office Building
202-224-6521
http://moran.senate.gov



December 22, 2016      Newton Now www.harveycountynow.com      Page 7OPINION

I’m not sure there are words to
adequately describe how cold it
is out there. You know it’s cold

when the dog stands at the door
waiting to go outside and gives you
the look like, “Really?” 

So I challenged myself to find
the beauty in the frozen tundra.
And it occurred to me: Newton is
glistening this month. 

Here’s my David Letterman-
esque list of Top 10 Things that
make Newton Christmastastic: 

10. City Lights: The first sign
Christmas is coming is the City of
Newton crews installing the lights
along the Main corridor and Mili-
tary Park. Driving up Washington
Road, I smile every time Santa
greets me into town.

9. Black Friday: Why risk
fender benders and riotous deal
hunters camping out all night in
the parking lot? I start at Carter’s,
get the car detailed at ASAP, and
then on to Main Street stores. Be-
sides, supporting local business
owners means they are around to
help pay for things like lights, and
flowers, through sales tax revenue. 

8. Chamber Chicks: Ever won-
der how the light poles on Main
become decked out in green? It’s

one of the many functions of the
Chamber during the holidays, in-
cluding Taste of Christmas and
carriage rides. Each year the lucky
puzzle board winner poses for a
picture, and I think “maybe next
year I’ll do that.”

7. Personal Yard Displays:
Did you know that Commissioner
and Mrs. Westfall dutifully inflate
their yard décor in the mornings
so that the kids can enjoy it as
they ride by in the school bus?  

6. Prairie Harvest Pepper-
nuts: How can other people even
work in that building without
gaining 50 pounds from the smell
alone? 

5. Bank Open Houses: From
Santa at First Bank to Dave An-

derson’s Hammered Dulcimer at
Midland, they welcome everyone
to stop and live in the holiday mo-
ment. 

4. Christmas Cards in Mili-
tary Park: I drive slowly by, see-
ing a different one each time.
Thanks to the city crews for han-
dling this one, too. 

3. Gillispie Meats Ham Loaf:
Roger told me he has trouble keep-
ing it in stock this time of year. No
big surprise there. 

2. Blue Christmas: The adopt-
a-child program by Newton Police
Department and the many other
businesses adopting families in
need.  

1. Singing Silent Night at the
Chamber Breakfast: Must be ex-
perienced to understand why this
is No. 1. In a year filled with de-
bates, ballots and bombings, this
moment of unity brings me back to
center.

This is my Christmas list. I
imagine you have yours, too. Each
year, I cross them off knowing this
version of Bedford Falls is pretty
darn wonderful.

Tina Payne is the director of the
Harvey County United Way.

Top 10 list of Christmastime in Newton Guest Editorial

Guest Editorial

Transparency key
to Kansas’ future

Iam Lila Tibbets. I have dread-
locks, I work in a pharmacy,
and my favorite food is cheese.

As a new columnist for Newton
Now, it seems important to intro-
duce myself.

I was born into a farming family
and have only recently experi-
enced the (relatively) big city life
of an apartment in downtown
Newton. At 17, I moved eight
miles from home to study at
Bethel College. Now, at 21, I am
nearing the end of my undergradu-
ate career, and I’ve realized that I
am moving out into a bigger world
than I could ever have imagined.

Like many farm kids, I always
wanted to live in town. My siblings
and I couldn’t just get on our bikes
and visit our friends; they all lived
about 10 miles away. Also, we
rarely rode bikes because the de-
bris on the dirt roads would pop
our tires.

Looking back at my childhood, I
appreciate my environment. My
father taught me that hard work
wouldn’t kill me. I’m still not con-
vinced that the Kansas cold won’t.
My mother taught me that even
the stupidest animals deserve
love. Though I am convinced that
this is the only way to treat ani-
mals, sheep are terrible in every
conceivable way. 

Studying at Bethel College has
been an adventure. I started as a
psychology major and intend to
finish as one. The person I was
when I started at Bethel is not the
person who will leave Bethel this
May. College is a unique time in
which continuity and change occur
simultaneously.

Bethel provided me with oppor-
tunities that I had never had as a
homeschooler. Note to the reader,
if you see a homeschooler in the
wild, throw it a book before ap-
proaching; that will calm it down
and make it just as curious about
you as you are of it. I’ve been able
to experience awkward school
dances, cafeteria food, and group
projects. I have yet to go streaking
or TP a house, but maybe that’s
what graduate school is for.

Shortly after my 20th birthday,

I moved to Italy, where I lived for
six months. I studied with stu-
dents from all over the world and
visited every corner of the country.
Learning the language, becoming
acquainted with a new culture,
and seeing such treasures as the
coliseum and Vatican did not sati-
ate my curiosity, but instead, I am
driven to discover more and more.

This past summer, as I was sit-
ting exams in Italy, I missed the
Kansas mulberry season. Ever
since I was little, the changing of
the mulberries from hard, spiky
green berries into soft, dark, ripe
fruit has been a highlight of the
summer months. To my amaze-
ment and relief, mulberry gelato is
a specialty in the southern Italian
regions. I excused myself and ate
lots and lots of gelato to compen-
sate for missing out on Kansas
mulberries.

No matter how far I’ve traveled,
Kansas has always been home.
Bethel College will always be the
place where a timid bookworm
flowered and became something
more. The rough farm kid in me
will always see Newton as the big
city. I am Lila Tibbets. 

Lila Tibbets is a Newton resident
and attends Bethel College.

Kansas has always been home, Newton the big city

BRINGIN’ THE PAYNE

TINA PAYNE

TIBBETS’ TIDBITS

LILA TIBBETS

During the past year, the reality of our state’s fiscal
and economic situation has become quite serious. The
challenges we face can only be solved by working to-
gether. And as Kansans, we must demand transparency
from our public officials as they grapple with these is-
sues that will impact each of our daily lives.

The issue of government transparency impacts every
single issue facing Kansas—from our schools, to the
economy, to the budget crisis. In the coming weeks, a
new legislature will convene in Topeka to solve many of
these problems. Some are newly elected and some were
reelected. But all have an obligation to the people of
Kansas, and that obligation is transparency and open-
ness. Their job is to work on behalf of the people of
Kansas.

Kansans have been disappointed by the serious lack
of openness in recent years. In 2015, the Center for Pub-
lic Integrity gave Kansas an ‘F’ for transparency in gov-
ernment—ranking among the worst in the nation. Laws
were negotiated behind closed doors. Decisions were
made in secret. And these things have had a significant
impact on our trust in our leaders.

Last legislative session, some progress was made to
improve transparency in our state government. Some
committee hearings will now be streamed live. A loop-
hole in the Kansas Open Records Act was closed, pro-
hibiting public officials from using private e-mail
accounts. These are all positive steps forward, but there
is more to do. The culture of closure in Topeka must
change.

Legislators were asked last year to sign the Open
Kansas Transparency Pledge, reaffirming their commit-
ment to an open, accountable government working on
behalf of the people. We continue to encourage new and
returning legislators to sign this important pledge. It is
a simple way to make a statement in support of these
important principles.

The challenges we face are real and complex. While
we may differ on the solutions, we can all agree that the
debate, negotiation and votes ought to be done in the
open. And Kansans ought to have a place at the table.

This guest editorial was written by Ashley All, a 
freelance writer and spokesperson for the 

Open Kansas Initiative.

Once a year, every small town
briefly turns into Bethlehem

There is fantasy in
every small town at
Christmastime.

It is heightened when a
skiff of snow covers the
streets as we scurry
around doing our shop-
ping. Even the smallest
village emits a certain
charm when Christmas
lights decorate porches,
eaves and downtown light
poles.

We hold our parades
with Santa Claus waving
at everyone along the
route. Little children give
the jolly old man admiring
eyes as they wonder if he
is real, and whether he
understood their whis-
pered requests for gifts.

“Its a Wonderful Life!”
makes everyone wish they
lived in a small town
where neighbors help
each other during tough
times. And, while Christ-
mas in the city is still
beautiful and popular, we
notice Hallmark sets a
majority of its Christmas
movies in charming, sur-
real towns where a hand-
some veterinarian falls in
love with a city girl who
comes home to see her ail-
ing grandmother.

But the village that
truly tugs at our hearts is
one called Bethlehem.

The Holy Bible de-
scribes the little town as a
place where citizens of
Judea came to pay their
taxes. With such a role,
Bethlehem was a busy
place when Joseph and
Mary came to town some
2,000 years ago while she
was expecting a baby. 

The events that took
place in that little town,
after their arrival, shook
this world to its core.
Even today, the birth of
Jesus Christ in that rural
community, located only
five miles from bustling
Jerusalem, remains the
pivotal event in human
history.

The arrival of the long-
prophesied Messiah threw
a huge log in the road of
those who looked for a be-
jeweled king, rather than
the child of poor, common
parents, to become the
One who would change

the world, give hope to the
imperfect, and provide a
33-year walking example
Christians still follow
today.

On this Holy day, when
Jesus Christ was born, a
small town (population
3,000 at the time) became
the setting that would tug
at our hearts each year at
Christmastime. The town
certainly wasn’t charm-
ing. It was the scene of
government corruption.
There were no ornate tem-
ples in town. And, this
traveling pair of young
parents ended up staying
in a stable rather than a
hotel.

But today, as we pre-
pare for Christmas, we all
try to make our towns
into Bethlehem. We deco-
rate our churches; sing
beautiful, celebratory
music; buy and give gifts
for our loved ones; and ex-
tend love to those in our
towns who are needy.

Of course, Christmas
happens in large cities, as
well as small villages. But
it adds some justification
for living in a rural town
when the entire world
tries to look like us once a
year.

Take a drive around
your hometown tonight.
Bask in the warm glow of
colorful lights. Take note
of the cars and pickups
parked around local
homes. Observe the joy
seen on the faces of those
hurrying to front doors
where there are gather-
ings.

And, know that it all
centers around a baby
who brought light into a
world that was dark.

God chose a tiny town,
like ours and yours, to be
the cathedral for the first
Christmas pageant. 

Listen intently for the
sweet cry of a baby as you
drive.

Feel his tiny fingers on
your face.

And, know that He is
Lord.

Rudy Taylor is owner of
Taylor Newspapers, which

includes the Montgomery
County Chronicle.

Kansans have much to doubt in vow of cooperation ahead
Republican lawmakers responsi-

ble for Kansas’ current state of af-
fairs say they want to pursue a
new spirit of cooperation.

While that sounds good, keep in
mind the same contingent worked
unilaterally with Gov. Sam
Brownback to enact various dam-
aging policies.

In the mix were two Brownback
loyalists who recently won the top
spots in the Kansas Senate and
Kansas House: Senate President
Susan Wagle of Wichita was re-
elected by her peers, and Ron
Ryckman Jr. of Olathe became
House speaker.

Both aided a Brownback-driven,
special-interest-inspired agenda
that undermined roads, schools
and other vital state-funded pro-
grams to pay for unfair income-tax
breaks for higher-income Kansans.

Weary of the resulting budget
shortfalls, money grabs and reck-
less accumulation of debt, Kansas
voters made it clear they wanted

change and ousted many of the
governor’s supporters.

The Legislature overall — lead-
ership and all — did improve, to
include Republican Don Hineman
of Dighton being named to the sec-
ond most powerful position in the
House as its majority leader.

Seeing the shift away from radi-
cal-right dominance of the Legisla-
ture, Wagle and Ryckman now
would vow to have previously di-
vided Republicans start working
together.

That’s laughable. GOP lawmak-
ers in control since 2013 wouldn’t
tolerate open debate and dissen-
sion from anyone, Republican or
otherwise, not of their ideological
mindset. We’re now supposed to
expect a complete turnaround?

Moving forward, the only real
hope for progress would be in
mainstream legislators of both
parties working together on solu-
tions for serious issues, starting
with the budget and a new school

finance plan.
Kansas has a history of such bi-

partisan cooperation.
Before ultraconservatives took

over the Legislature in 2013 and
turned Kansas hard right, the last
non-extremist to run a legislative
chamber was then-Senate Presi-
dent Steve Morris of Hugoton. A
more traditional, Eisenhower-style
Republican, Morris allowed legis-
lators of various political persua-
sions to engage in the process.

But by steamrolling Morris and
others who wouldn’t fall in line,
the governor’s crew killed collabo-
rative policymaking. The results
speak for themselves.

To end the Brownback-induced
nightmare, we need Hineman and
other more thoughtful lawmakers
to set the tone in governing as
Morris did, starting with the open-
minded airing of a diversity of
viewpoints and strategies.

— The Garden City Telegram

Say what?

Change your
thoughts, and you
change the world.

Norman Vincent Peale
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West Point news release.
Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr., West

Point superintendent, invited Mc-
Connell to accompany him and Gen.
Mark A. Milley, chief of staff of the
U.S. Army, to meet Trump and sit in
the box seats.

“Being the highest ranking general
in the Army, he was definitely going
to meet Trump,” McConnell said
about Milley. “Huge honor to speak to
the president-elect and be a represen-
tative for all the corps cadets and all
my classmates, really.”

McConnell said he went to Trump's
box seats for part of the game, which
was in Baltimore.

“I went to his box [seats] for the
first half of the game,” said Mc-
Connell, son of Mike and Carla Mc-
Connell. “Met him being the cadet
representative for the Academy.
Shook hands with him, took a photo,
spoke with him for five minutes.”

McConnell said he and Trump
talked about how McConnell got his
position as the top-ranking cadet at
West Point, what McConnell wanted
for his future, where he wanted to go
for his first assignment and why he
wanted to attend West Point.

McConnell said Trump was really
kind and generous.

“He just seemed like the business-
man and leader that he really is,”
McConnell said.

The Newton native also said
Trump is fairly tall, either 6-foot 1-
inch or 6-foot 2 inches.

“He is taller than me,” McConnell
said, adding people have asked him
how tall Trump is.

McConnell enjoyed meeting Trump.
“It was really neat,” he said. “It's

interesting to have the president-
elect interested in something like
that. I could have been marginalized
in a situation like that,” but he was-
n't.

McConnell said Trump stayed for
the entire game, which Army won 21
to 17, snapping a 14-year losing
streak against Navy.

“We were really excited about our
boys—what they did,” McConnell said
about the football players.

There's even an ESPN video on Mc-
Connell's Facebook page of West
Point cadets storming the field after
the game.

McConnell said he spent most of
the time in the box seats talking to
Pompeo, who nominated McConnell
to West Point, and that it was nice to
see Pompeo in that circle of people.

The Newton native, who plans to
graduate from West Point in May,
said he just recently found out he'll
be an infantry officer.

“I just found out what I'm going to
be doing for my career in the Army,”
he said. “I’ve got a five-year service
obligation.”

TRUMP
From Page 1

What the recognition means is that
an increased number of Newton High
School students are taking and doing
well in classes that can provide them
with college credit while in high
school. 

“For the students, that means they
have more opportunities for scholar-
ships and to earn college credits that
are transferable,” USD 373 Superin-
tendent Deb Hamm said. “Those are
good benefits to our students.”

The district also received this honor
in 2013, making it one of only three
districts to make the honor roll multi-
ple times. 

But this year's appearance was no
accident, according to Hamm as well
as those who teach AP classes such as
AP history teacher Grant Scott. 

“I think it's a great honor,” Scott
said. “It reflects the level of excellence
of our academic programs at NHS,”
Scott said. “This isn't something that's
materialized out of the blue.”

Both Hamm and Grant said the dis-
trict made an emphasis in recent
years of encouraging more students to
take the classes by reworking the
school's GPA system and increasing
the offerings of classes students could
take. 

“We've added a couple over the last
few years, and I know there's interest
in adding an AP chemistry course,”
Hamm said. “[Former Principal] Roger
Erickson was really a driving force in
this. To my recollection, he was the
one that automatically got on board
with offering more for our students to
take.”

During that time, the high school
also modified its grade point average
system, moving toward weighting
classes. This means that AP classes
count for more when calculating a stu-
dent’s GPA. To receive recognition as
graduating magna or summa cum
laude, students also have to take a
certain number of AP classes. 

“It definitely encourages students
who might not otherwise take an AP
course to take an AP course,” Scott
said. “That's a positive for all of them.”

Scott said increased participation in
AP classes helps prepare students for
college, teaches critical thinking skills,
writing skills and saves students
money if they decide to pay a fee to
take the tests after the course is over
to receive college credit.

“I think it benefits them under-
standing the expectations of college,”
he said. “It helps them get a focus on
larger issues. It focuses on making
connections across circular subject
matter, making connections across
time.”

HONOR
From Page 1

“I started with one class,” she said,
adding the kids made little brown
bears. The two first-grade teachers,
Barb Koontz and Frankie Human, did a
whole curriculum on bears, so both de-
cided to do bears as ornaments.

“It just grew from there,” she said.
Now the two, with Burns at Slate

Creek and South Breeze, and Voth at
Northridge and Sunset, appear to use
Sculpey, which is a highly color-satu-
rated polymer oven-bake clay. Although
there are three elementary school art
teachers, the other teacher doesn’t do
these ornaments. Burns and Voth have
students do a different ornament at
each grade level, so if they stay in the
public school system and when they fin-
ish elementary school, they’ll have five
different ornaments. Annually, they
bring ornaments home around the holi-
days.

As students advance to higher grades,
the ornament projects get more diffi-
cult. For instance, kindergarten stu-
dents with Burns made light
bulb-looking ornaments, and some of
the older kids made such ornaments as
Santas complete with limbs and beards
(some are dabbing), snowmen, penguins
and teddy bears. Each grade level does
one kind of ornament.

“They have personality,” Burns said
about the Santas. “Each one is differ-
ent. I’ve done close to 600 ornaments,”
she added about how many she’s had
kids make. Together, she and Voth have
done more than 1,000 this year.

“They get bits of different colors for
whatever they’re making,” Burns said,
adding she works with small groups of
kids, and with older students, she made
an instructional video, which was some-
thing new this year, and then she was

in the room to help out.
“Some of my students took them

home today,” Burns said on Thursday,
adding some would take them home to-
morrow.

The lesson gives students a chance to
make a sculpture.

“It’s a good art lesson in 3-D form—
building something from parts,” Burns
said. “It’s just a fun experience for them
to make something,” adding she frames
the project as something they can make
for their parents or other adults in the
house as a gift.

Although Voth started the ornament
making, Burns, who is in her eighth
year as an art teacher, picked it up.

Voth’s taught art in Newton since 1986.
She and Burns both have a great deal

of work to do after the students make
their ornaments. Burns said she puts
the hooks in, bakes them and glazes
them with a shiny lacquer. 

“It dries real fast,” Burns said. “It’s
real labor intensive. I put in a lot of
extra hours for this.

Since she started doing this, Voth
said there’s never been a year when
kids did without the ornaments and
that, even though she doesn’t have
grandchildren of her own, she has “pro-
fessional grandchildren.”

“I have kids that say, ‘My mom made
one of these bears,’” Voth said.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
LaDonna Voth, left, and Beth Burns, right, two of the local school district's elementary school art teachers,
talk about ornaments. 

CHRISTMAS
From Page 1

there, and a worker, James
Nikkel, or even Young will
tell Kuhn he can grab a
water.

People along Kuhn’s route,
which is the downtown area,
seem to like him, and the
feeling is mutual.

“A lot of my customers
stock stuff for me,” Kuhn
said, meaning refreshments.
“Everybody’s just outstand-
ing on my route. Everybody
puts out candy for me.”

There is one thing a lot of
folks on Kuhn’s route notice
about him, however. That’s
his shorts. He dons them in
the winter, as well as other
times in the year, except
when the wind chill is really
biting. Kuhn said he ex-
pected Saturday, Dec. 17,
would be the first day this
chilly season he’d put on
pants.

“Everybody rolls up on me
and tells me I’m crazy for
wearing shorts,” he said,
meaning in the winter.

Kuhn said he’s always
warm and not cold. Because
of his shorts wearing, he gets
the weather report from “all
of my outspoken customers”
about 15 times a day.

One thing that probably
contributes to Kuhn’s
warmth is the number of let-
ters and packages he has to
deliver over a 9.5-mile
stretch every day—a route
90 percent of which he
walks. Each day, there’s a
couple thousand pieces of
mail and between 50 to 100
parcels. The heaviest pack-
age he’s ever delivered is 70
pounds.

“They won’t ship more
than that,” he said. “That’s
the limit.”

“You get used to it,” Kuhn
said about walking the area.

Of course, the parcel vol-

ume picks up around the hol-
idays, and Kuhn said some-
times they have to go in
earlier during this time of
year, like around 6 a.m.
They go from working eight
hours a day to nine or 10
this time of year.

Even though the parcel
volume picks up this time of
year, the number of parcels
the post office delivers year
round also has picked up,
too, because of people order-
ing items off the web. 

“We are getting busier and
busier with parcels,” he said.
“The volume has grown ex-
ponentially.”

Kuhn said people can
order just about anything off
the Internet these days, in-
cluding dog food and toi-
letries. 

“We deliver Pampers, just
everything,” Kuhn said,

adding he’s been told it’s
cheaper to have it delivered
than to purchase it at a local
discount store. “Plus, it gets
delivered to your door and
keeps me in a job, so I like
that,” Kuhn said.

Along this path, Kuhn sees
a wide range of people in a
range of ages, which includes
kids. For instance, at the
Newton Recreation Center,
one of the worker’s daugh-
ters greets him.

“She comes out and gets
the mail and says hi to me,”
Kuhn said, adding there are
about a dozen kids on the
route who do that.

And just like the saying
associated with postal work-
ers, “Neither snow nor rain
nor heat nor gloom of night
stays these couriers from the
swift completion of their ap-
pointed rounds,” weather

doesn’t stop Kuhn from de-
livering the mail. At least
most of the time. He recalled
one year there was a bad
snowstorm, and no vehicles
could get out. They didn’t get
any mail that day because no
trucks could deliver it.

But for nearly the rest of
the year Kuhn will be out
walking his route, which in-
cludes almost all of down-
town, MidTown Towers to
11th Street, along the creek
and some of Broadway. 

Kuhn, who’s been a postal
worker just short of 10
years, enjoys his job.

“My job’s awesome,” he
said. “Every day I come to
work, every stop’s a different
person. Every place to go,
there’s something new.
I have the best route in the
office. Every day’s different.
It’s really cool.”

POSTAL
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton postman Rob Kuhn, left, delivers mail to 701 Cafe in Newton. At right is James Nikkel, who works there.

Hodge plans to step down from school board to focus on legislature

School Board Mem-
ber Tim Hodge does
plan to step down
from his position on
the Newton Board of
Education, but he
doesn't have a date for
that decision yet.

Hodge won an elec-
tion in November to
serve as the Newton
area representative in
the Kansas State
House. He said that
he plans to resign his
school board position
because he wouldn't
be able to dedicate the
effort and time the
school board position
requires. Still, he
doesn't know exactly
when his resignation
date will be.

“I’m going to keep it
until we get the
strategic planning
done,” he said.

The district has

been in the middle of
its strategic planning
process to help decide
its priorities and how
it will proceed forward
in the future. Hodge
said he wanted that
action finished before
he stepped down to
avoid a new member
being appointed and
trying to shake up or
disrupt the process as
it neared completion.

When Hodge does
step down, USD 373
Superintendent Deb
Hamm said the dis-
trict will request ap-
plications for the
position from inter-
ested community
members, and then it
will look over the ap-
plications. The school
board would then in-
terview the applicants
and select a replace-
ment for Hodge. The
replacement would
serve until next No-
vember, when there
would be an election
for the position.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Tim Hodge speaks during a recent Newton school board meeting. Hodge plans on stepping down
once the strategic planning process is completed. 
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Carl E. Mc-
Curdy, 70,
died Tuesday,
Dec. 13, 2016,
at the Harry
Hynes Memo-
rial Hospice of
Via Christi
Regional
Medical Cen-
ter-St. Fran-
cis Campus.

He was born on June
26, 1946, in Wichita, the
son of Roy Leonal and
Margaret Viola (Win-
ters) McCurdy. He was
raised in the Halstead
area; after high school,
Carl served in the U.S.
Army.

Carl married Cather-
ine Elaine Higgins on
Jan. 8, 1970, in Hutchin-
son. He worked for sev-
eral roofing companies
through the years.

Survivors include his
wife, Catherine of the
home; sons, Shane Mc-
Curdy of Wichita and
Carl Ray Dietzman of
Spokane, Wash.; daugh-
ters, Marci Tallman,
Kristi Swickard and
Kelli Baer, all of New-

ton; broth-
ers, Tony
and Vernon
McCurdy
both of New-
ton; half-
brother, Sam
Archer of
Mount
Home, Ark.;
11 grand-

children; and nine great-
grandchildren.

Carl was preceded in
death by his parents;
brother, George; sister,
Anna Bell Morris; and
half-sister, Ruby Couch.

Graveside service and
interment were Dec. 19
at the Greenwood Ceme-
tery in Newton.

A memorial has been
established with Harry
Hynes Memorial Hos-
pice, and contributions
may be sent to Broad-
way Colonial Funeral
Home, 120 E. Broadway,
Newton, KS, 67114.

Condolences may be
left at www.broadway-
colonialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

CARL E. MCCURDY

Victoria
Ruth “Vicki”
Friesen, 68,
died Friday,
Dec. 16,
2016, at St.
Francis in
Wichita. She
was born
Sept. 26,
1948, in
Newton to Dale and
Betty (Benbrook) Koehn.

She was married to
Ken Friesen, and he sur-
vives of the home. Vicki
worked as a medical aide
at Newton Presbyterian
Manor in Newton for 33
years. She attended First
Church of God in Newton
and enjoyed crossword
and word search puzzles.
Vicki enjoyed learning
Facebook and re-connect-
ing with her friends and
family online. She en-
joyed spending time with
her loving family and
many friends.

She is survived by her
husband, Ken of Newton;

son, Art and
his wife Mona
of Newton;
grandchildren,
Cory and his
wife Abby
Friesen, Kyle
Javier and his
wife Krystina,
Alisha Bence,
Codi Hinder-

liter and Erika Javier;
brothers, David Koehn of
Wichita, Cecil Koehn of
Newton and sister, Peggy
Eason of Newton; several
great-grandchildren; and
many nieces and
nephews.

Funeral service was
Dec. 20 at First Church
of God at Broadway and
Fairview in Newton with
Pastor Clint McBroom
presiding. Burial will be
in the Restlawn Gardens
of Memory.

Memorials are sug-
gested to the Kidney
Foundation in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home in
Newton.

VICTORIA ‘VICKI’ FRIESEN

Vickie K. (Rowland)
Moore, 70, died Friday,
Dec. 16, 2016, at Kidron
Bethel Healthcare in
North Newton. She was
born April 9, 1946, in
Newton to her loving
and faithful parents,
Emmert and Virginia
Hanke Rowland.

Vickie attended
Kansas State University
and was a member of the
Salem United Methodist
Church in Newton. She
also faithfully attended
Menno Hall Chapel at
Kidron Bethel Village
for many years. Vickie
was active in the many
activities offered at
Kidron Bethel and
earned a special place in
the heart of the staff and
residence of Kidron. She
was always quick with a
smile and enjoyed visits
with her loving family
and many friends. The
family wishes to ex-
press their deepest
thank you and appreci-
ation to the staff and
administration of

Kidron Bethel for their
excellent care of Vickie
through the years.

She is survived by her
sister, Sherry Rowland
of Newton; brother,
David Rowland of New-
ton; a niece, Jill Row-
land; nephew, Daniel
Rowland; great-niece,
Katy Clanton; great-
nephew, Kolby Clanton;
close friend, Wanda Til-
ford; and the extended
family and friends of
Kidron Bethel Village.

Vickie was preceded in
death by her parents
and sister-in-law, Linda
Thomas Rowland.

A funeral service was
on Tuesday at Menno
Hall at Kidron Bethel
with Chaplain Eric Mas-
sanari presiding. Burial
will be next to her loving
parents in Restlawn
Gardens of Memory in
rural Newton.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Kidron Bethel
Benevolence Fund in
care of Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton.

VICKIE MOORE

Susan M
Washburn,
66, died Fri-
day, Dec. 16,
2016, at Wes-
ley Medical
Center in Wi-
chita. She was
born April 9,
1950, in Rus-
sell to Herbert
and Talia (Rein) Karst.

On Aug. 1, 1970, she
married Pat Washburn
in Newton, and he sur-
vives. Susan was a mem-
ber of Zion Lutheran
Church in Newton. In
her working years, she
worked for Hesston
Corp. and Santa Fe Rail-
road and retired as a
buyer for Cessna Air-
craft.

Susan’s greatest joy in
life was that of loving
wife, aunt and friend.
She made time to de-
velop deep, meaningful
relationships with her
husband, 11 nieces and
nephews, and her special
friends, especially her
girlfriends. 

She looked forward to
phone calls from family

and friends
and was self-
less with her
time caring
for those
dear to her.
Even being
competitive,
Susan en-
joyed relax-
ing playing

cards.
She is survived by her

mother, Talia Karst of
Newton; husband, Pat of
the home; brothers, Mike
and his wife Mary Karst
of Newton, and David
and his wife Patti Karst
of Smyrna, Ga.; 11
nieces and nephews; and
Pat’s brothers and
spouses, Tom and Jane
Washburn of Newton
and Matt and Lauri
Washburn of Wichita.

A private family fu-
neral and interment was
held.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations in Susan’s name
are suggested to Harvey
County Big Brothers and
Big Sisters in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home in
Newton.

SUSAN M. WASHBURN

Loren J. DeMoss, 65,
died Wednesday, Dec.
14, 2016, at Wesley
Medical Center. He was
born Oct. 17, 1951, in
Des Moines, Iowa, to
Daniel and Florence
(Brown) DeMoss. 

He was a retired em-
ployee for the city of
Newton. Loren lived at
for the last several years
at the Wheat State
Manor in Wellington,
where he made many
friends. He was an avid
fisherman and enjoyed
collecting antiques
through the years.
Loren’s family was im-
portant to him, and he
greatly enjoyed spending
time with his loving
family and many
friends.

He is survived by his
children, Jeremiah and
his wife Jennifer
DeMoss, Justin DeMoss
and his wife Leanna
Martinez and Jodie
DeMoss; brothers, Bill
and Mike DeMoss, and
sister, Diane DeMoss.
He also is survived by
eight grandchildren.

He was preceded in
death by his parents and
former wife, Pam
DeMoss.

A gathering with fam-
ily was on Monday at
Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton. There will be
a private family inter-
ment at a later date.

Memorials are sug-
gested to donor’s choice
in care of Petersen Fu-
neral Home.

LOREN J. DEMOSS

Barbara Thomas, 80,
died Tuesday, Dec. 20,
2016, at the Kansas
Heart Hospital in Wi-
chita.

Services are pending
and will be announced
by Broadway Colonial
Funeral Home in New-
ton.

BARBARA THOMAS

Arthur Schmidt, 98,
died on Wednesday,
Dec. 14, 2016, at New-
ton Medical Center.

Memorial service de-
tails are pending with
Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton.

ARTHUR SCHMIDT

Frances Belle Conn
was born Sept. 21, 1931,
in Lafayette County,
Lexington, Mo., the
fourth child to Ryland
and Frances Maybelle
Miller.

She attended rural
Page City School in Hig-
ginsville, Mo., until the
third grade when the

family moved to
Mayview, Mo. She mar-
ried Robert Conn in 1959
and continued to teach in
Independence and St.
Joseph, Mo., Smith Cen-
ter, Kan., and Campbell,
Neb. In 1980, as a single
parent, Frances returned
to college and taught in
Mullinville. After teach-

ing in Coldwater for 13
years, she retired in 1990
and moved to Plains. In
1996, she moved to New-
ton.

Frances was baptized
on March 8, 1942, as a
Baptist and was a mem-
ber of the First Christian
Church at Coldwater.

She is survived by two

daughters, Sara Ann
Megletti of Hamburg,
N.J., and Jennifer Fran
Floerke of Newton; sons-
in-law, James Megletti
and Brent Floerke;
grandson, Joshua Flo-
erke; and granddaugh-
ters, Aubrey and Jessica
Floerke. Other survivors
are two brothers, Clyde

R. Miller of Odessa, Mo.,
and Edward F. Miller of
Independence, Mo.; and
four sisters, Marjorie
Moore of Los Angeles,
Sandra Ward of Inde-
pendence, Mo., Kathryn
Sallaz of Independence,
Mo., and Carolyn Davis
of Sweet Springs, Mo.

Cards in lieu of flowers

may be sent to the family
at 1521 N.E. 24th St.,
Newton, KS, 67114.  Do-
nations may be sent to
The American Heart As-
sociation or the American
Cancer Society.  Memo-
rial services will be at 10
a.m. Thursday, Dec. 29,
at Petersen Family Fu-
neral Home in Newton.

FRANCES BELLE CONN

James
“Jim” Lam-
bert Ger-
vais, 72,
died on
Tuesday,
Dec. 13,
2016, in
Hesston.

Jim was
born on
Jan. 21, 1944, to Edward
and Margaret (Ahrens)
Gervais in Milwaukee,
Wis.

Jim was a retired ce-
ment worker with Pre
Stress Construction Co.
He also had worked as a
crane operator and night
watchman with Hesston
Corp. Jim enjoyed fish-
ing, hunting and garden-
ing. He operated Jim’s
Farmers Market in Wi-
chita for many years.
Jim had a keen sense of
humor and was a great
husband, father, grand-
father and great-grand-
father. In his final years,
he became a Christian
and devoted his life to

Christ.
He is sur-

vived by his
wife, Verna
Gervais; chil-
dren, Fawn
Florez, Irene
Knauf and
Jeannie Ger-
vais; brothers,
Larry Gervais

and Johnny Bond; sis-
ters, Anne Bryant, Mar-
garet Jarrett and Mary
Pratt; and many grand-
children, great-grand-
children and “adopted”
children.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
Edward and Margaret
Gervais; brother, Frank
Gervais; and stepdaugh-
ter, Deborah Ann
Honaker.

A public gathering
was on Friday, Dec. 16,
at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton.

A memorial has been
established for Alune
United Methodist
Church in Albany, Kan. 

JAMES ‘JIM’ GERVAIS

SALINA—J. Ralph
Brown, 90, of Salina
passed away on Tuesday,
Dec. 13, 2016, at his
home.

Funeral services were
Dec. 18 at Broadway
Colonial Funeral Home in
Newton.

Graveside services and
interment were Monday
at Greenwood Cemetery
in Newton.

Ralph was born on
April 27, 1926, in New-
ton. He graduated from
Newton High School in
1944 and joined the
Naval Air Corps for two
years. He attended both
Oklahoma A&M and the
University of Kansas,
where he received a bach-
elor's degree in educa-
tion/counseling. During
this time, he played foot-
ball for both colleges and
participated in the Or-
ange Bowl game in 1948
with KU. He was in-
ducted into the Kansas
Sports Hall of Fame. 

Ralph is survived by
his children, Steve Brown
of Jackson, Tenn., Mari-
lyn Brown of Overland

Park and Denise Brown
of Overland Park. Others
survivors include 14
grandchildren and 12
great-grandchildren; his
sister, Jeanne Quilty of
Wichita; brother, Cliff
Earl Brown of Overland
Park; half siblings, Merle
and Susan; and many
nieces and nephews. 

Ralph was preceded in
death by his parents,
Joseph M. and Etta Mae
(Gaston) Brown; brother,
Lelus; sister, Pauline
Curteman; and half sib-
ling, Murray Brown. 

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations may be
given to Kansas Humane
Society. Contributions
may be sent to Broadway
Colonial Funeral Home,
120 E. Broadway, New-
ton, KS, 67114.

Condolences may be
left at www.broadway-
colonialfh.com.

The family of J. Ralph
wish to thank Shari
Walls, Lorna Wait and
Kevin Mannell for the
significant time, patience
and assistance given to
our father.

J. RALPH BROWN
SEDGWICK—Ethel J.

Stahl (Iserhardt) died
peacefully in the Via
Christi Village on Ridge
on Wednesday, Dec. 15,
2016, in Wichita at the
age of 91.

Ethel is survived by
her children, Gary and
Nancy Stahl, Sedgwick,
Bruce and Marilynn
Stahl, Overland Park,
and Robin and Rickey
Miller; Sedgwick; 10
grandchildren; and 19
great-grandchildren. She
was preceded in death by
her husband, Elmer; sis-
ter, Paula; and brothers,
Ralph and Ernest.

Ethel was born on Aug.
4, 1925, in Newton to
Fredrick and Mary Iser-
hardt. She graduated
from Newton High School
in 1945. She married
Elmer Stahl on Sept. 2,
1945. They lived in the
rural Newton and Sedg-
wick areas their entire
lives, where Elmer
farmed and Ethel was a
homemaker. Ethel's chil-
dren remember her as a
hardworking farmer's
wife with some wonderful
cooking and baking skills.

Ethel's early years
were occupied with riding
her horse, Colonel, play-
ing the guitar and

singing. After getting
married, she focused on
cooking, baking, sewing
and caring for other do-
mestic needs. She was a
dedicated member of the
Sedgwick United
Methodist Church and
often volunteered to help
with meals of various
types.

Family visitation was
Dec. 18, with the family
receiving friends at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home in
Newton. A memorial
service was Dec. 19 at
the Sedgwick Methodist
Church, 600 N. Commer-
cial. Pastor Janella Mc-
Daniel officiated the
service. All are welcome
to attend and celebrate
Ethel's life. 

In lieu of flowers,
please send donations to
Sedgwick United
Methodist Church or
Kindred Hospice at 2622
W. Central Ave., Suite
501, Wichita, KS, 67203.
Condolences can be sent
to www.petersenfamily-
funeralhome.com. The
family would like to
thank the nurses, care-
givers and staff of Via
Christi Village Ridge and
Kindred Hospice Services
for their care and dedica-
tion.

ETHEL J. STAHL

Jesus R. “Rudy” Luna,
74, died on Monday, Dec.
19, 2016, at his home in
Newton, with his loving
wife by his side.

He was born on Dec.
25, 1941, in San
Bernardino, Calif., the
son of Guillermo (Leyva)
and Tony Luna.

He married Delores
Terrones on June 13,
1967, in Newton. Soon
after they were married,
Jesus and Delores moved
back to San Bernardino.
“Rudy” enlisted into the
U.S. Air Force on July
31, 1960, in Los Angeles.
He served until honor-
able discharge in July
30, 1964, in Riverside,
Calif. Rudy was very
fond of the Vietnam-area
and enjoyed his time
serving in the Air Force.

Rudy had a big heart,
and while he was resid-
ing in California, he
helped the homeless indi-
viduals by providing
transportation to places
for meals and shelter. He
had many hobbies, in-
cluding building model
ships and late-model
cars. 

He collected horse fig-

urines and pictures, al-
ways dreaming of owning
his own horse ranch.

Preceding him in death
were his parents and his
sister, Virginia Martinez.

Survivors include his
wife, Delores; brother,
Robert Luna; and two
sisters, Carolyn Luna
and Debra Chong.

Visitation will be from
8:30 to 10 a.m. Thursday,
Dec. 22. Recitation of the
Holy Rosary will be at 10
a.m., with the Funeral
Mass beginning at 10:30
a.m., all at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic
Church in Newton.

There will be no burial
at this time, as crema-
tion has taken place.

Father Juan Garza
will be presiding.

Memorials can be
made to Caring Hands
Humane Society or the
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church “Legacy
of Life” fund, in care of
the funeral home at 120
E. Broadway, Newton,
KS, 67114.

Friends may sign the
book and read the obitu-
ary online at www.broad-
waycolonialfh.com.

JESUS ‘RUDY’ LUNA
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FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Prestressed Concrete, Inc. is seeking 
Full Time Concrete Laborers 

in Newton, Kansas 
M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Previous concrete or construction 
experience is a plus but we do offer 

on-the-job-training as well.
Excellent benefits including health/ 

dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 
retirement, vacation and holidays. 

Please contact the main office at
2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 

an application or 
call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

rschroeder@prestressedconcreteinc.com

Herington Heating A/C and Plumbing has
an opening for a highly motivated and experienced 

Plumber
Must be able to work 

independently. Apply to hhacp@att.net or in 
person to 110 East Main,Herington, Kansas

in Florence is accepting 

applications full and 

part time positions.

Health Insurance
401-K

Vacation

Apply in person 
at Hwy. 50

Florence, KS

FT-2nd Shift Assembly
$11-12/hr

FT-2nd Shift 
Press Operator $12/hr

FT-1st Shift General Labor 
$10/hr

We are expanding!

Current Needs: Healthcare Center

• LPN/RN  2-10 pm

• CNA/CMA  2-10 pm

• Transportation Aide (CNA) FT Hours will Vary

• Homemaker/Housekeeper        6:30 am-2 pm

• Cook/Salad Bar Aide 12-8pm/10am-2pm 

• Evening Cook                            12-8 pm

• Assisted Living -  CMA 5 pm - 5 am

Please contact Marci Heidebrecht, HR, at (620) 947-2301 
or marcih@parksideks.org for an application. 

Criminal background checks run at the time of job offer. 
Parkside is proud to be a drug-free, EOE workplace.

200 Willow Road, Hillsboro, KS  67063
(620) 947-2301  •  www.parksideks.org

Your classified ad will reach every Marion County house-
hold, all Newton Now and Herington Times subscribers.
Line ads: $7.50 for

20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Call 620-947-5702 or or email: 
natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

THE HERINGTON TIMESClassified Display: 
$12.75 per col. inch 

(minimum of 1x2 
at $25.50)

USD 398 is accepting applications for a position as 
Food Service & PBMSHS Treasurer-Secretary
The position is a 214 day, 40 hour per week during the school
year job opportunity that requires; professional attitude and

image, computer experience, multi-tasking capabilities, 
necessary people skills, general accounting knowledge and
capabilities, and general secretarial skills in supporting and

fulfilling the vision of the School District. 
Applications for the position are provided at the 

USD 398 Central Office by contacting:
Lisa Hodges, Clerk

USD 398 Central Office, 506 Elm, Peabody, KS 
(620-983-2198) or online at www.usd398.net

Applications and Resumes will be accepted until 
December 19, 2016. ~USD 398 is an EOE.

FULL-TIME
CNA/MEDICAL 

ASSISTANT 
for fast paced 
medical office 

Send resume to:
Dr. John Mosier

1005 N. B St.
Herington, KS 67449

Salem Home currently has the 
following position open:

Salem Home currently
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash

PH: 620-947-22721

Or obtain an application at:

Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

PT evening 
Dietary Aid

FT evening C.N.A.

PT C.N.A. Float - 
to include RA & Activities, posi-
tion may turn into a FT position.

Community Case Worker  
Prairie View Hillsboro is currently accepting applications 

for a full time Community Case Manager.  Position provides

quality community based services for children and 

adolescents.  A Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience

in a related field required. Applicants must have reliable

transportation. Complete an online application at

www.prairieview.org  EOE

Westview Manor
Peabody

is in need of the 
following positions:

• Part-time 
Night Shift Nurse

• CNA Night Shift
• Kitchen Help
• Housekeeping
• Full-time 2nd 

shift LPN
Apply in person

at 500 Peabody St
Peabody, KS 66866

PRODUCTION HELP WANTED
MONDAY-FRIDAY

1st shift    8:00am  -  4:00pm
3rd shift  12:00am  -  8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

Immediate opening for a 

Registered Nurse
Bachelor of Science degree
preferred. Full time. Will be
assisting with flu clinics, im-
munizations, WIC and other
duties as assigned. 

Applications available at the
Marion County Health

Dept., 504 S. Roosevelt, 
Marion, KS 66861. 

620-382-2550.  
Position open until filled.

EEOE.

Herington USD 487 is 
accepting applications for a
Daily Route Bus Driver

The District will help you 
obtain a CDL License, if you

don’t have one. 
If you have any questions
about the position, please

contact Mark Salada at 
785-258-0415. 

Applications may be obtained
and returned to the Board of

Education office, 19 N.
Broadway.  EOE

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

1 Employment
Leading Newton insurance agency looking
for full time Customer Service Represen-
tative/Insurance Agent. People and com-
puter skills required as well as reliability
and Willingness to do variety of different
job functions. Must have or be willing to
obtain Property & Casualty Insurance Li-
cense. Please send resume to Insurance
Agency, PO Box 999, Newton, KS 67114.
38-tfn

Newton – Direct Support Worker for an in-
dividual with disabilities. At least 18 years.
Up to 40 hrs/week.  Ask for DD application.
Call Susan at 620-421-5502. 50-5tc

Chiropractic Clinic seeking people-oriented
assistant to work Monday-Friday.  Minimal
computer skills a plus but not required.
Will train for general duties. Send resume
to P.O. Box 525, Newton, KS 67114 or
email to staff@wcc.kscoxmail.com. 51-1tc

2 Announcements
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Lost and Found
Lost large white (shy) female dog in Goes-
sel/Hillsboro area. Missing since around
Dec. 15. Was seen in area of 170th & K-15.
Reward. Please call 316-727-3336. 51-1tfree

4 For Rent

Homes

NOW LEASING

Income based • Call for details

Call 316-775-3000, ext. 102
for information

Applications available at City Building, 
Hillsboro State Bank and Real Estate Center.

New twin 
homes available 

in Hillsboro

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1500.00 in KC.  $2200.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call
785 655 9430 or go online to
Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, availability
& Freight estimates.

Help Wanted
Truck driver wanted Norfolk NE., flatbed
based company. Earn $45,000 to $62,000
per year. Small family company. Call Jody
at S&S Express 402-582-4791.

Help Wanted
Entry Level Heavy Equipment Operator
Career. Get Trained -  Get Certified - Get
Hired! Bulldozers, Backhoes and Excava-
tors. Immediate Lifetime Job Placement.
VA Benefits. 1-866-362-6497

Misc.
DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming.  FREE Install (up
to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR.   1 -
800-676-6809

Misc.
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered to-
the-door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 77% PLUS
get 4 FREE Kielbasa Sausages Order The
Family Gourmet Feast - ONLY $49.99. 1-
800-762-3909 mention offer tender98 or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/44240JYZ

Misc.
LENDERS OFFERING $0 DOWN FOR LAND
OWNERS Roll your New Home and Land
Improvements into One Package. Discount
National Pricing on Breeze II Doublewide
and our 60th Anniversary Singlewide.
Trade-ins Welcome!! 866-858-6862  

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MACHINERY CONSIGNMENT SALE, MON.,
JANUARY 16, 2017 at 9:00 A.M. Consign
early by Dec. 30, 2016 for complete adver-
tising. No Small Items, Tires or Pallet Items
Accepted After Friday, Jan. 6. Next Ma-
chinery Consignment Sale is Mar. 6, 2017.
Gilbert’s Sale Yard, LLC, 641-398-2218. 2
Mi. N. of Floyd, IA On Hwy. 218. Tractor
House Internet Bidding Available.
www.gilbertsaleyard.com (MCN)

ADOPTION
A childless married couple seeks to adopt.
Will be hands-on mom & devoted dad. Fi-
nancial security. Expenses PAID. Call Holly
& Tiger. 1-800-790-5260 (ask for Adam)
(MCN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL & IN)
(MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
Tired of the snow? Become a Winter Texan
where the sun meets the gulf. Over 100
RV resorts and retirement communities
for you to choose from. RV sites, fully fur-
nished rentals and more. For more infor-
mation visit www.rgvparks.org. (MCN)

Tired of cold weather? Escape to Llano
Grande Resort in South Texas' Rio Grande
Valley! RV sites, cottages, fully furnished
rentals available. Enjoy our golf course,
heated swimming pools, full schedule of
activities, top-notch entertainment, breath-
taking sunsets, and endless fun. Ask about
our complimentary 30-day stay. 800-656-
2638 www.lanogranderesort.com (MCN)

Are you getting TIRED of the COLD WIN-
TERS where you are? Why don't you get
in your RV Camper and come to J-5 in
Mission TX. We are located in the Rio
Grande Valley. Average winter temps are
70 degrees daytime and 50 nighttime. We
are a small park in a country setting but
have stores and restaurants near by. We
have specials for first time visitors. Call
us at 956-682-7495 or email info@j5rv-
parktexas.com,

www.j5rvparktexas.com Tom and Donna
Tuttle Managers (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED: OTR DRIVERS. Ewy Truck-
ing seeking Owner/Operators & Company
Drivers. Valid Class A CDL. Home on week-
ends if desired. Pulling hopper bottoms
across the U.S. Minnesota Based. 
Call 507-421-3680 (MCN)

CLASS-A CDL Regional Driver. Good home
time. Great pay and benefits. Matching
401k. Bonus’s and tax free money. No
touch freight. Experience needed. Call
Scott 507-460-9011. Apply on-line
WWW.MCFGTL.COM (MCN)

PAID IN ADVANCE! MAKE $1000 Weekly!!
Mailing Brochures From Home. Helping
home workers since 2001. No Experience
Required. Start Immediately! www.central-
mailing.net (VOID IN SD, WI) (MCN)

Drive with Uber. You'll need a Smartphone.
It's fun and easy. For more information, 
call: 1-800-902-9366 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. 
Call today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer! FREE BATTERIES
for Life! Call to start your free trial! 855-
982-0724 (MCN)

MCN CLASSIFIEDS. MCN CLASSIFIEDS.

MCN CLASSIFIEDS.

Homes
Nice patio home; quiet NW Newton neigh-
borhood near high school; 3 bedroom;
fireplace; garage; $900. Joe Robb 316-
284-4202. 51-2tc

2 BR Hesston Townhouse; spacious; large
family room; added storage; off street
parking; near golf course; $700.  Joe Robb
316-284-4202. 51-2tc

4 For Rent

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

Automobiles 
For sale: 1992 Buick LeSabre, 6 cyl. recently
installed plugs and computer components.
$700. 620-924-5254.  50-2tp

Firewood
Firewood For Sale. Unseasoned hedge
wood $125 per pickup load. Will deliver.
Call Rick at 620-382-5744. 46-4tp

Firewood for sale. Seasoned Hedge. Will
deliver. $65 / pickup load. Call Steve Schale
620-877-0139. 50-2tp

Wanted
Wanted: Barnwood, old doors, porch posts
& windows. 620-382-6393. 51-4tc

3 Merchandise

Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-

450/month. Includes water/trash. 

rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

House for rent• 2 bedroom house with ap-

pliances located in Hillsboro. 620-245-

1648. 48-2tp 

1 bedroom apartment in Hillsboro. No

smoking, no pets, 620-382-7696. 49-4tc

2 bed 1 bath home for rent in Herington.

$350 month plus deposit. Call 785-258-

2328. 51-2t

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Chronic Pain? Back or joint pain, arthritis?
Recent Medicare/health coverage changes
may benefit you! Products are little to NO
COST, if qualified. FREE Shipping. Ac-
credited Pain Specialists. 
CALL 1- 800-950-0213 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost. 
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 1-800-263-4059 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! 
Call 1-888-389-0695. 
www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com (MCN)

Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed.
No contract or commitment. We buy your
existing contract up to $500! 1-800-919-
3588 (MCN)

Exede satellite internet. Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. 
Call 1-800-712-9365 (MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-442-
5148 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming. FREE Install (up
to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR. 
Call 1-800-390-3140 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock in 2-Year Price
Guarantee ($50/month) w/AT&T Wireless.
Over 145 Channels PLUS Popular Movie
Networks for Three Months, No Cost! 
Call 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Internet.
High-Speed. Available Anywhere! Speeds
to 15 mbps. Starting at $59.99/mp. Call for
Limited Time Price! 844-292-0678 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid op-
erators, just real people like you. Browse
greetings, exchange messages and connect
live. Try it free. Call now: 800-357-4970
(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-
0205 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 
855-752-6680 (MCN)

FINANCIAL
STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you
down? We can help reduce payments and
get finances under control, call: 866-871-
1626 (MCN)

Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

REACH MORE PEOPLE 
WITH OUR CLASSIFIEDS

Free to Good Home
Male dog, mix, med/large size, younger/not
sure of age. Would make a good farm
dog. 620-947-1764. 51-1tfree

2 Announcements

Thefts and attempts in North Newton prompt warning to lock things up

North Newton Police
Chief Randy Jordan is
warning people to make
sure their doors and cars

are locked and to keep
valuables inside. 

Jordan said this time of
year has brought out some
thieves. A woman in
North Newton reported
early Monday morning
someone went through her
car and up to her back

door after finding extra
prints in the snow. 

Jordan said someone
has also been stealing
packages off porches. 

“That's a big problem
for this time of year, be-
cause you have all these
packages being sent,” he

said. 
On top of another inci-

dent where a man recently
had his truck topper dam-
aged by thieves trying to
steal tools, Jordan said it
would be a good idea for
people to be more careful. 

“Don't keep anything of

any value in the vehicle,”
he said. 

He also said people
should be careful about
leaving their vehicles run-
ning to warm up with
their keys in them. A state
statute prohibits leaving
unlocked vehicles running,

plus they make an easy
target for car thieves.

“We don't obviously en-
force that because we all
understand, but if it's out
in  view I would be cau-
tious about it right now,
especially at night,” he
said.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com



The vast majority of people
who continue their educa-
tion after high school are

doing it to improve their lives. For
Newton wrestler Logan Treaster,
higher education will be a sacri-
fice to make life better for every-
one else. After receiving his letter
of appointment in late November,
Treaster is heading to the Naval
Academy next year.

“I was very happy,” Treaster
said. “I got a personal call from
Senator Moran, so I was very hon-
ored by that. It is a little intimi-
dating, I will be honest. But I am
certainly very honored to have the
opportunity to serve the United
States military at the Naval
Academy. There have been past
presidents who have gone to the
Naval Academy, two that have
gone to West Point. Mike Pompeo
graduated first in his class from
West Point. It is just an honor.”

In the Navy, Treaster will get
the opportunity to fulfill a dream
of wrestling at the Division I
level. But it is not lost on him the
sacrifice that comes with a posi-
tion in the military and the duty
that comes with signing up.

“You watch the Army, Navy
game, and I was always im-
pressed with those guys,”
Treaster said. “Some of those guys
were really good and had a chance

to maybe compete afterward in
the NFL. But they made a deci-
sion coming right out of high
school that they wanted to serve
the country. And they were fully

willing to do that. It was some-
thing when I saw that, that it was
really awe inspiring and some-
thing I really wanted to do with
my life. Serve a higher purpose.”
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Railer grapplers
take second at

Carroll Tournament

The Newton High School wrestling team entered
the season with something to prove. Though the
team has had a bit of a dip in the past couple of
years, the Railers know they have the kind of team
that can do a lot of damage. And with 115.5 points
and a second place finish against some of the best in
the state at the Bishop Carroll Tournament, New-
ton will be heading into 2017 on the heels of a state-
ment performance. And the Railers did it minus
some of their best wrestlers who are out with in-
juries.

“It gives us good confidence going into January,”
head coach Tommy Edgmon said. “January is going
to be a tough month for us. We have three, two-day
tournaments. But we are definitely a better tourna-
ment team. Some of our studs can continue on and
get advancement points and placement points. So
we know we are a tournament team. Plus some of
our middle weights and some of our guys can track
their way through that backside and pick up some
wins.”

6A No. 7 Wichita South won the tournament with
125.5 points, while Bellevue East from Nebraska
took third with 108 points. 

Newton put three wrestlers in the finals at Car-
roll, and all three came through with wins.

Freshman Grant Treaster is starting to become
more comfortable on the mat. The 5A No. 2 wrestler
at 106 pounds got things started for the Railers
with a 5-1 decision over Kai Rhea from Campus.
Carroll was the second tournament in a row
Treaster has won after being seeded second, a small
thing that has given him some big motivation.

“I think it gets a name out for me even more,”
Treaster said about winning his first Carroll Tour-
nament. “It always helps me drive and improve the
work I’m working on in the wrestling room. It’s
helping me out and I’m working hard to be No. 1 in
5A and then No. 1 overall in all classes to just keep
working at it. I felt good the whole match, and I
knew that I could win this match. That extra chip,
it just drives me even more and knowing that in the
wrestling room it just boosts everything up.”

In one of the biggest matches of the tournament,
120-pound 5A No. 2 Logan Treaster faced of against
6A No. 1 and defending state champion Boo Dryden
in the finals. Logan wanted to take some of the
pressure off himself and enjoy the match. But a
third-period escape that gave Dryden a 1-0 lead
forced Logan to make a move. Staying patient and
waiting for the right opportunity, Logan took ad-
vantage of the defensive position Dryden went into
to score a takedown with 23 seconds left in the
match. Logan hung on for dear life to keep a 2-1
win.

“Usually I go into a lot of those matches being

BY MIKE MENDEZ
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Logan Treaster looks up to watch the clock run out on a 2-1 win over
6A No. 1 Boo Dryden in the finals of the Bishop Carroll Tournament
on Dec. 17 in Wichita. 

See RAILERS / 12

Treaster is heading to the Naval Academy

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Logan Treaster eyes opponent Boo Dryden in the finals of the Bishop Carroll Tournament on
Dec. 17 in Wichita. Treaster will be heading to the Naval Academy to wrestle next year after
receiving his letter of appointment.

PHOTOS BY MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: DesiRay Kernal looks for an opening against Maize on Dec. 16 in Newton. Kernal led the team with nine points against Maize and 13
points against Buhler. BELOW: Savannah Simmons lines up a shot against Maize on Dec. 16 in Newton. Simmons finished with eight points
against the Eagles. 

At the top
Railer girls ranked No. 1 heading into the break

It will be a very merry
Christmas for the New-
ton High School girls bas-
ketball team. After
beating No. 6 Maize 42-
40 with a blocked shot at
the buzzer on Dec. 16 and
finishing strong with a
60-16 win over Buhler on
Dec. 20, the Railers are
the No. 1-ranked team in
5A at the break.

“Today I congratulated
them because I think
they are deserving of
that,” head coach Randy
Jordan said. “They have
worked hard. It has been
something they have
wanted. But we also
talked about the respon-
sibility that comes with
that. Teams are going to
want to knock them off so
they have to be prepared
for that, and they have to
practice like that.”

The Railers are in the

top spot in the rankings
above No. 2 Leavenworth,
a team that has ended
Newton’s season in the
first round of the state
tournament in each of the
last two seasons. After
being pressured and run
all over the gym in those
games, Jordan wanted to
change things up by
preparing to beat the Pio-
neers at their own game.
This season, he has the
perfect storm of athletes
to put the pressure back
on teams all season long.

The Kansas Basketball
Coaches Association
(KBCA) agrees the for-
mula for Newton is work-
ing at the break.

“I think at the begin-
ning of the year we knew
we had potential and it
was just going to take
some time to get to that
level and play as a team,”
Kyndal Bacon said. “And
I think that being at the
top always brings out the
excitement. You want to

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com
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Railers fall to Maize,
Buhler to finish year

As the clock ticks away against Maize, the Newton
High School boys basketball team is visibly frus-
trated. The scoreboard shows the Eagles winning 70-
52, an 18-point gap that doesn’t reflect how close the
Railers were to getting their first win of the season.
Newton cut the gap to three points in the fourth
quarter and had all the momentum. But the Railers
couldn’t find a way to break through.

“Turnovers, not getting back on defense and cover-
ing shooters,” head coach Andy Hill said of where
things got away. “We got tired, and we let that kind
of dictate our mental game, and we just weren’t
sharp with the ball and made too many mistakes.
Our reality this year is that we aren’t a very deep
team. And we have got to learn to play through fa-
tigue and stay mentally strong and mentally tough
to finish games. This is the third game in a row
where we have been right there, but we are just not
finishing.”

In the loss, Newton freshman Ty Berry led the
team with 27 points, 10 of them coming in the fourth
quarter to help spur the comeback. But after taking
another loss with one more chance to get a win be-
fore the break, it is small consolation for a team that
is tired of being close.

“It is really frustrating,” Berry said. “We have
been working our butts off in practice every day. And
to come here and fight and fight, all the way into the
fourth quarter and lose it, it is super tough. I think
we just need to keep our focus and always have each
other’s backs and just get them in the next play.”

Nathan Ahrens and Damarius Peterson scored
nine points each for Newton, and Cailen Valdez
scored five. Kelby Lawrence scored two points.

See BOYS / 12



The Railers were still
searching for the first win
of the season before the
break with a game
against Buhler on Dec. 20
at Ravenscroft Gym. Com-
ing into the game, Berry
knew where the success
needed to start.

“I know come Monday,
we are going to be in the
gym grinding,” Berry said,
“just straight grinding
until Tuesday. I feel like
after we get that first win
we are just going to have
fire in our eyes.”

The Railers had a
chance to grab the first
win of the year going into
the break against Buhler.
The Railers held a 41-38
lead going into the fourth
quarter and prepared to
defend the lead. 

Playing neck and neck
down the stretch, the
game was tied at 56-56
when Dalton Smyres hit a
basket in the paint with
about two seconds left and
batted the Newton in-
bound pass away to seal

up the win.
The Railers will return

from the break with a
road game on Jan. 3 in

Hutchinson followed by a
game against Salina
South on Jan. 5 against
Salina South.
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614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Hale's Sales and Service
804 SE 125th N
Sedgwick, Ks 67135

Ph# 316.772.5853
Fax 316.772.0043

www.halessalesandservice.com
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Hi. I’m Gunner!  I am a mix between Airdale 
and Burmese Cattle Dog and I am the 

sweetest big dog you will ever see! I have 
been here at Caring Hands and have really 

been a hit with the staff here. I might want to 
be your only dog, but there are some dogs 

here I just love to be around. Bring your dogs 
in to meet me.

Open 
7 days a week.
M, W, Th, F, Sat 

10am-5pm.
Tue 10am-6:30pm.

Sun. 1-5pm.
Paid for by the: Jim & Barb Stucky Endowment
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Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

really nervous and wired
up,” Logan said. “I just
kept telling myself today
to just kind of go out and
have fun. I think that re-
ally helped. His style
when he wrestles is really
laid back as well. I knew
kind of not to force any-
thing and just see if any-
thing opened up. Nothing
really did. I think I legiti-
mately had fun today. It
was a nice win for me.
Him having a lead, that
almost kind of benefited
me. In the first period, we
were pretty stationary.
Him having a lead, I knew
that he was going to be
way more defensive, and I
was going to get to have
many more opportunities
to just fire away.”

While the Railers have
been strong in the lower
weights, strength at the
top with young wrestlers
has been a big addition to
the team. At 182 pounds,
sophomore Wyatt Hen-
drickson has crawled his
way into the 5A rankings
at No. 6, and got an oppor-
tunity in the semifinals
against the host No. 5
wrestler Brady Bockover
from Carroll. After a 9-4

decision over Bockover,
Hendrickson came
through with a pin over
Washburn Rural’s 6A No.
4 Nathan Iles to give the
Railers bonus points and
hold up his end of the
Newton championship
wins.

“That makes me feel re-
ally good because we were
really close on those
points,” Hendrickson said.
“It was like, OK, they
won, they won, we have
got to get this last win.
We are up there this year.
I think it’s amazing.
South, they are an amaz-
ing team, but we have two
wrestlers out still. If we
could have those points,
that could make the big
difference. We don’t know
what could have hap-
pened. Logan, he is like,
this year we have got a
good team. We have to put
this to use. This is proba-
bly one of the best years
Newton has had in a
while.”

The Railers had plenty
of other placers in Wi-
chita. Andrew Trowbridge
came through in the 126-
pound consolation match
with a 4-2 win over
Chance Price of Winfield.
Cyle Gautschi took fourth
at 220 after a stalling
point took the match to

sudden victory where Wi-
chita Northwest’s Marcus
Hicks won 5-3. Boone
Roberson took fifth with a
7-1 win over Alejandro
Sanchez from Wichita
South. Brody Roberson
got a seventh place finish
pinning Malachi Karibo
from Wichita South. Bray-
den Miller gave Newton
an eighth place finish
after falling to Trae An-
dreae from Winfield. 

“Pretty much from the
time I was a freshman, I
came in after they had a
really good two years my
seventh and eighth grade
years,” Logan Treaster
said. “I kind of just got a
taste after that tail end
after most of those guys
had graduated. I got just a
small experience of what
it is like to be competing
top three every single
week at a tournament. I
think from that year we
knew that this was going
to be the year where we
were going to have a
chance to go for first, sec-
ond or third and get a
plaque. It has been kind of
a rough past two years for
our team, but I think we
were all ready and knew
we had a decent shot to
really be good this year.
So far we are delivering
fairly well.”

RAILERS
From Page 11

You’re gonna need some headgear next month
Newton wrestling is done for

the year. The Railers went
out with a real nice tourna-

ment at Bishop Carroll. They will
need the momentum going into the
month of January that can’t come
fast enough.

It will start with one of the best
tournaments around at Derby on
Jan. 6 and 7. This tournament is
never easy and this year won’t be
any different.

The weekend after that is the big
one: the Newton Tournament of
Champions.

This isn’t just one of the biggest
tournaments around. It is arguably
the best tournament in the state,
including the state championships. 

The winter sports season is al-
ways a long grind. You have to look
for benchmarks along the way. This
tournament is one of those bench-
marks that light the path.

I will never forget my introduc-
tion to the finals of the TOC. I re-
member a kid from Wichita Heights
named Kendric Maple somehow
stacked his opponent up vertically
with a tight grip on each wrist,
holding his shoulders on the mat
while standing over him. It was
ridiculous. It was so ridiculous the
referee didn’t, or just couldn’t give
him a pin, as if to say, “I can’t give
this to you because I cannot believe
my own eyes.” 

Maple got a more conventional
pin to win the tournament and
went on to win in the state finals
with a technical fall. Oh, yeah, and
from there he went to the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma and was a three-
time All-American and went 31-0
for an NCAA national title at 141

pounds as a redshirt junior. He is
now an assistant coach at Purdue.

As easy as Maple made it look,
the finals in Newton couldn’t be
any tougher. At the state tourna-
ment, you have to be the best
wrestler in your class. In Newton,
people who win state champi-
onships a month later don’t even
make it to the finals.

I always remember seeing Wi-
chita Northwest’s Kyle Caylor. This
kid was a three-time state cham-
pion and was a state runner-up as
a freshman. He is a beast of a man.
Monsters that hide in the dark are
there because they are afraid of
Kyle Caylor. Though, at the TOC,
championships were elusive. There
seemed to always be someone a lit-
tle bit better.

The TOC was also my first intro-
duction to another three-time state
champion, Reece Wright-Conklin
from Lawrence. We never really got
to see much of the wrestlers in the
northeast part of the state, so when
we got a chance to see some of the
best from out there, we enjoyed it.
Time stopped covering the state
tournament when he was on the
mat as we marveled at his talent.
Everyone who ever saw him wrestle

had their hearts drop when the for-
mer Chesty Lion died in a motorcy-
cle accident last year.

The finals in Newton are a spec-
tacle unlike anything else in the
state. There is hype music, a fog
machine, a light show, cheerleader
escorts, cheerleader and drumline
performances, and that is just for
the introductions of the wrestlers. 

When there is a Newton wrestler
in the finals, the hype gets ratch-
eted up that much more. If you talk
to Logan Treaster about it, he will
tell you that there are a lot of peo-
ple who don’t realize, or don’t re-
member, that he won a state title
in 2015. But they all remember
that he won the 51st TOC at 106
pounds. 

That was a good year for the
Railers. No matter who is in the fi-
nals, you know you are going to see
some matches that will be better
than state. As a fan of the sport,
you can’t ask for anything more.
But when you have a year like the
51st TOC, things get crazy.
Treaster won his match at 106, but
the Railers had two other wrestlers
in the finals, with Jared Langley at
182 and Raymond Gallegos at 285,
both winning their matches. It sets
the gym on fire when Newton
wrestlers make it to the end. I’m
hoping this year brings more of the
same excitement. The Railers have
some guys who can make some
noise.

Mike Mendez is the sports editor
of the Newton Now and can be

reached by e-mail at mike@harvey-
countynow.com and followed on

Twitter at @MendezNewtonNow. 
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LEFT: Ty Berry looks for a pass
during the game against Maize
on Dec. 16 in Newton. Berry fin-
ished with a team-high 27
points. 



Attention to detail con-
tinues to be a powerful
asset to the Sand Creek
Station golf course when
hosting tournaments.
And working with Wi-
chita State University,
the course will now host
the 2018 Missouri Valley
Conference (MVC)
Women’s Golf Champi-
onships in mid-April. 

“Wichita State coach
Tom McCurdy, he actu-
ally came to us and said,
‘Would you guys be inter-
ested in hosting this tour-
nament?’” Sand Creek
general manager Chris
Touhey said. “We said ab-
solutely, of course we
would. It was obviously a
feel-good moment when
he had other venues he
could have thought about
and he wanted to do it in
Newton with us. I think
that speaks volumes for
the golf course and staff,
and I think it speaks vol-
umes for the community.
I know that we have done
a number of top-level

championships here at
the golf course, and we
are constantly reminded
of how welcome every-
body feels when they
come out.”

After a competitive bid
process, the MVC decided
Newton was the place to
host the tournament. 

Sand Creek is no
stranger to hosting cham-
pionships. From the Jun-

ior College National
Championships, The
Railer, the USGA Public
Links Championships
and the Summit League
Championships, the for-
mula has been to but
extra attention into de-
tails that exceed expecta-
tions. In going above and
beyond, attendees who
may be looking for a place
to host a tournament in

the future remember
Newton, which keeps
more tournaments com-
ing in.

“You never know who is
watching,” Touhey said.
“We have landed two big

championships because of
what we did using the
junior college national
championship.”

With the MVC, there
becomes a local element
with the Shockers serving
as the host school.
Touhey is hopeful it could
mean a big weekend for
the community.

“I think it will help
draw a larger crowd of
possible spectators,”
Touhey said. “I think that
affiliating yourself with
an NCAA conference and
having their conference
championships, it makes
it a lot easier for us to go
out and lobby for new
championships. These
tournaments are money
makers for the golf
course, and they are fi-
nancially beneficial for
the community with lodg-
ing and restaurant uti-
lization. So it is a
win-win.”

The tournament is ten-
tatively projected to take

place on April 15 through
17, 2018. A preview
championship will take
place in October of 2017
with all the schools in the
MVC playing the course
with the possibility of
some schools from outside
the conference as well.

“Opportunity never
sleeps,” Touhey said.
“When you really show
that you really put a lot
of work and a lot of care
into a championship, it is
going to sell itself.”

According to police re-
ports, a Wichita man was
trying really hard to make
the Amtrak train—so
hard that he crashed
through the railway arm
at Fourth and Main Street
around 4 a.m. Saturday

morning.
He did not make the

train. Instead, his two air
bags deployed after hit-
ting the arm, and police
responded and arrested
him. 

Chime Onwugbufor, 51,
was arrested for criminal
damage to property, driv-

ing under the influence,
failure to report an acci-
dent and possession of
paraphernalia. 

Newton Police Lt. Scott
Powell said that on his
way from Newton to Wi-
chita, the man is also ac-
cused of colliding with a
highway barrier.

work as hard as possible
to prove that you deserve
to be there.”

While it is a big point of
pride to have the nod as
the top 5A team in the
state, the Railers won’t
have long before they
have to run a gauntlet to
defend it. Coming out of
the break, Newton will go
on the road to take on
league rivals Hutchinson
and Salina South. From
there, the Railers will
host 6A No. 9 Derby, and
travel to McPherson to
take on the 4A Div. I No.
3 Bullpups.

Those games will pro-
vide no rest heading into
tournament week when
Newton will host 4A Div.
I No. 1 Bishop Miege; 6A
No. 2 Shawnee Mission
Northwest; and 5A No. 3
Bishop Carroll amongst
others.

“It is very exciting but
also nerve racking, be-
cause it puts a big target

on your back,” Taylor
Antonowich said. “But I
think we have finally got
what we have been work-
ing for this whole season.
It is a great reward, but it
comes with a cost.”

“I look forward to it, be-
cause it is going to be a
lot of hard games,” Savan-
nah Simmons said.
“Everyone is going to
have to bring their A-
game and have a lot of en-
ergy.”

It will be a delicate bal-
ance for Jordan, dealing
with being No. 1 going
into Christmas when the
goal is to be there heading
into spring break.

“I have to be careful
about that because I don’t
want to take anything
away from them and their
excitement about being
No. 1,” Jordan said. “But I
also have to be careful
that we don’t talk about it
too much. 

Against Maize,
Antonowich and DesiRay
Kernal led the team with
nine points each. Sim-
mons and Jada Berry

scored eight each. With a
big Newton lead, Maize
started clawing back in
the fourth quarter just
like the Railers knew they
would. 

But in the middle of an
emotional zoo in Raven-
scroft Gym, Newton found
a way to regroup and fin-
ish with a defensive stop
at the buzzer to hold off
the Eagles. Abby Schmidt
finished with four points.
Bacon and Megan Akers
scored two points each.

Against an easier test
with Buhler, the Railers
stayed focused on playing
up to their potential and
got the win with a run-
ning clock, allowing some
younger players to get
some experience. Kernal
led the team with 13
points and Aubrie Nichols
had 10. Akers scored six
points, Megan Bartel and
Berry scored five each,
and Antonowich, Bacon,
Maggie Remsberg and
Taylor Brewer scored four
points each. Simmons
scored three, and Schmidt
scored two.
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Man tries to make train, doesn’t, gets arrested instead

Sand Creek Station lands the 2018 MVC women’s championships
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Golfers play the 18th hole at Sand Creek Station during The Railer on June 24.

Railer football earns postseason honors

The Newton High
School football team
landed a bunch of players
on postseason honors
lists, with a few players
making All-State.

Kade Remsberg, one of
the best running backs in
the state all season and

an Air Force Academy
commit, was honored on
the first-team All-State
list by the Kansas Foot-
ball Coaches Association
as well as first-team all-
league.

Defensive end and
Kansas State University
commit Aidan Mills made
All-State teams as well
and was named first-team
all-league.

Big-play threat at wide

receiver Nathan Ahrens
was named second-team
all-league and made All-
State as well.

Offensive lineman Ryan
McGuire and defensive
back Warren Dietz were
named second-team all-
league, while defensive
back Connor Garcia and
quarterback Landon
Moore made it to the all-
league honorable mention
list.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

GIRLS
From Page 11

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Newton guard Kyndal Bacon plays defense against Buhler in a 60-16 win for the Railers on Dec. 20 in New-
ton. 



City of Newton
observing Christmas
The City of Newton

will observe Monday,
Dec. 26, as a holiday, al-
tering the curbside trash
and recycling pick-up
schedule. 

Trash and recycling
normally picked up on
Monday, Dec. 26, will be
picked up on Tuesday,
Dec. 27. 

Trash and recycling
normally picked up on
Tuesday, Dec. 27, will be
picked up on Wednesday,
Dec. 28. 

Thursday, Dec. 29, and
Friday, Dec. 30, trash
and recycling will run as
normal.

NPD officer graduates
from academy

The Newton Police De-
partment had an officer
graduate from police
academy. 

The Kansas Law En-
forcement Training Cen-
ter announced that
Charles Shanahan of the
Newton Police Depart-
ment was one of 61 to
graduate from the facility
on Dec. 9.

NMC's Shane Meier 
completes building

operator certification
Newton Medical Cen-

ter’s Facilities and
Safety Director Shane
Meier was awarded
Building Operator Certi-
fication from Midwest
Energy Efficiency Al-
liance’s (MEEA) on Dec.
13. The certification,
which promotes energy-
efficient building opera-
tions took seven months,
74 hours of classroom
and project work in
building systems opera-
tion and maintenance.

—For Newton Now
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Thursday, Dec. 22
10:30 a.m.—Fall Preschool Story Time. Newton Public

Library.
10:30 a.m.—Grand Central Birthday Party.
1 p.m.—Wii Bowling. Grand Central.
3 p.m.—Hour of Code: Star Wars. Program Droids.

Newton Public Library.
5:15 p.m.—Tai Chi. Grand Central.
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members

and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

6 p.m.—Teen Game Zone. Newton Public Library.
6:30 to 7:30 p.m.—Newton Toastmasters Club. Meet-

ings allow attendees the opportunity to improve their
public speaking skills. Newton Recreation Center. 

7 p.m.—Teen Youth Leaders in Kansas. Newton Pub-
lic Library.

7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night. Anyone
age 8 or older is welcome. Full game package is $10, and
early-bird package is $5. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

Friday, Dec. 23
All Day—Grand Central closed for Christmas.
9:30 a.m.—Fall Toddler Story Time. Newton Public

Library.
10:30 a.m.—Fall Preschool Story Time. Newton Public

Library.

Monday, Dec. 26
All Day—Grand Central Billiards. Four competition

quality tables available for use Monday through Friday
at Grand Central.

All Day—City Hall closed.
10 a.m.—Blood Pressure Check. Grand Central.
11:45 a.m.—Friendship Meals. Call (316) 283-2222 for

reservation. Monday through Friday at Grand Central.
1:30 p.m.—Golden Notes. Call at (316) 283-2222 to

schedule a performance. Grand Central.
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members

and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

7 p.m.—Beginners Square Dance Class. Grand Cen-
tral.

Tuesday, Dec. 27
10:30 a.m.—Bingo. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Craft Handwork. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert of

Park City. Grand Central.
7 p.m.—Round Dance. Grand Central.
7 p.m.—City Commission Meeting. City Hall.
7 p.m.—Colorado Photography. Mark Kreider shares

photos from summers hiking Colorado trails. Newton
Public Library.

7:30 p.m.—American Legion Post 2 Meeting. Ameri-
can Legion Post 2, 400 S. Spencer Rd.

Wednesday, Dec. 28

1 p.m.—Cards/Games. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool for Women. Ken Fast teaches

billiards using Steve Mizerak’s complete book of pool.
Donation of $1 per week. Grand Central.

6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Weekly Grill Special.
Members and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2,
400 S. Spencer Rd.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

NEWS BRIEFS

Card shower requested
for Sadowski’s birthday

A card shower
is requested for
Richard E. Sad-
owski of Newton
in honor of his
90th birthday,
which is Friday,
Dec. 30.

No gifts are re-
quested.

Cards may be
mailed to him at
1116 E. Seventh,
Apt. 4, Newton,
KS, 67114.

'Catillac' finds his way back to Tongishes

Despite the bitter cold
temperatures, Catillac,
the shop cat that was
missing from Tongish
Auto Mart in Newton,
was returned safely to his
owners.

Dave Tongish, business
co-owner, and son John
picked Catillac up on
Monday night at a
woman's home 13 blocks
from Tongish Auto, giving
the lady $100 in reward
money. Pat Tongish, an-

other co-owner
of the busi-
ness, said
Dave had
planned to pay
the woman the
remainder of
the reward
money on
Tuesday—he
just needed to go to the
bank.

“Catillac lost weight but
seems to be in good
shape,” Pat said. “Back
home at the car lot. Not
going out for a while.
Truly a Christmas mira-
cle.”

The Maine Coon cat

went missing from
the business on Fri-
day, Dec. 2.

Pat said her hus-
band, Dave, is a
happy man.

The woman who
found Catillac at her
Newton house on
Monday night, Maira

Nicholson Muñoz, said
they saw Catillac around
7 p.m. as they left to go to
her sister's house.

“We return home
around 9:30, and he was
still outside, and he
wanted to come in the
house, and we saw that he
had a collar and decided

to call the number be-
cause it was really cold
outside, and we didn't
want him/her outside,”
Muñoz said.

She said they had no
idea someone was looking
for him or they wouldn't
called the number on the
collar sooner. One of her
daughters fed him, and
then Muñoz and her
youngest waited outside
with him until the owner
picked him up.

“We had no idea about a
reward until he picked
him up,” she said. “He
sure made our day and
Christmas.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Catillac


