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MERIDIAN GROCERY

3406 Red Rock Road
Yoder
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YODER DISCOUNT
GROCERY

We are Newton’s ONLY Family Owned 
“Dent and Bent” Grocery Store

Newton's best
kept West

side secret.

Fresh Products too! 
• Wiebe Cheese

Farm Fresh Unruh Eggs   
• Bakery Selection   

• Old Fashioned German
Sausage  • And More!

A unique one of a kind shopping experience!
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The U.S. Census Bureau released
its most recent community survey es-
timates from 2010-2014 this month,
and the numbers do not come out
overly rosy for the City of Newton. 

All in all, according to the survey,
Newton's population shrank by a
10th of a percent since 2010, its
poverty rate nearly doubled, and me-
dian household incomes, while seeing
gains, lagged behind the state as well
as nearby communities of similar
size. 
Unlike the larger scale census con-

ducted every 10 years, the commu-

nity survey relies on interviews and
estimates gleaned from a smaller
sample size. While the numbers pro-
vide almost the best indicator and
statistics of what's going on in a city,
they must also be taken with a grain
of salt due to a larger margin of error
and smaller group examined. Still, an

Poverty rate jumps, town shrinks
CITY OF NEWTON CENSUS INFO

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See CENSUS / 5

The recent nudity story in the news prompted
the question, “What exactly are Newton's nu-
dity laws?” 
The long and short of it, being naked outside

of your house is legal in Newton.
But if you're around people you don't know or

don't consent to it, it's probably a bad idea. 
Newton has two main nudity regulations in

its uniform public offense code. Both regula-
tions fall under “lewd and lascivious behavior”
and can range from a misdemeanor to a felony. 
According to the handbook, in Newton it is il-

legal to publicly engage in otherwise lawful sex-
ual intercourse with reasonable anticipation of
being viewed by others. 
It is also illegal to publicly expose one’s self to

a person with the intent to arouse or gratify
sexual desires of the offender or another, if the
other person has not consented to it. 
Both listed crimes fall under misdemeanors

unless the exposure is to someone under 16, and
then it can qualify as a felony. 
A person could also be cited for disorderly

conduct if, while their nudity didn't violate ei-
ther of the previous rules, it offended or dis-
turbed someone who happened to see it. 
While these laws exist on the books, how and

if they are enforced and prosecuted depend on

Newton’s
nudity laws
laid bare

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Harvey County has been getting a lot of pub-
lic attention lately for a pair of naked Oregoni-
ans. 
The department responded to a report of a

naked man with a camera on Dec. 8 on SE 36th
St. near the outlet mall. 
Undersheriff Todd Hanchett responded and

found one man in a set of boxers with his friend
of similar age. 
As there is no ban on being naked in public,

and the sheriff's office was experiencing a high
call load, the men were set loose and told to con-
tinue to making their way to Oregon. 
Sheriff T. Walton chronicled the event in

tongue-in-cheek fashion, on the sheriff depart-
ment's Facebook page.
“Witness reports seeing a ‘very white male’

Naked men garner 
attention nationally

HARVEY COUNTY

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See LAWS/ 8

See NATIONAL / 8

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Santa pretends to take a snooze with 3-month-old Jayson Michael Herrod at Mike's Rent to Own in downtown Newton following the Parade of
Lights. 

Just like the rest of us, Santa
Claus likes to take a little time off
from work, and when he does, he
looks to Bill West to fill in. 
Even not dressed up, West

shares a lot with the jolly, old elf,
with an infectious laugh, glisten-

ing eyes, and long white beard. He
wears red and green, complete
with a wristwatch adorned by a
Christmas tree.
West resides in Newton with his

wife, Deb, who at times plays Mrs.
Claus. Deb works at Newton Med-
ical Center as a nurse, attending a
variety of events, such as parties
and the Parade of Lights.
In his spirit of giving, West do-

nates any money he raises through
his appearances for Operation
Christmas Child, where shoeboxes
containing toys and other sur-
prises are sent to needy children

overseas and in America. 
“I do it because that's what I

was led to,” West said.
He and Deb said they've raised

about $4,000 for the organization,
with $1,400 coming from last year
alone. Parents or people having
the events pay them.
West started dressing as the

man with a belly like a bowl full of
jelly one year during a holiday
family gathering. 
“We were at a Christmas party

for the grandchildren in Hutch,”

Filling in for the North Pole
n Newton resident spends his
holidays filling in for Santa

See SANTA / 8

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Kitana, a 68-pound chocolate lab/pit bull mix, is up for adoption. 

A lone Christmas stocking adorns
the door of Kitana's kennel.
The 13-year-old canine with big

brown eyes doesn't have a loving
family with whom to share the holi-
day season, so she sits on her con-
crete floor, waiting.
The chocolate lab/pit bull mix

ended up at Caring Hands Humane
Society in October when her owner
gave her up. At the time, an older
couple owned her and went travel-
ing, leaving Kitana alone. 

“When they came back, the
woman died,” said Randy Stephen-
son, marketing/fundraising coordi-
nator at Caring Hands.
After that, the husband surren-

dered Kitana to the humane society
because she started soiling in the
house, which she had not done be-
fore. After she arrived, Kitana was
examined for a variety of reasons,
including whether or not she was
spayed. A bladder stone, or urolith,
weighing two pounds and about as
big as a large grapefruit was found.
“They went in and surgically re-

moved it and some tissue that had

Kitana at humane society needs a
good home after giant mass removal

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See KITANA / 8

Local girls come home
to help community
with production of

The Nutcracker
Page 4

Berry leading
Newton with hot

shooting
Page 10

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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Alexander's 
Jewelry 
613 Main

1:00-4:00PM

Anderson 
Book and Office 

Supply
627 N. Main
1:00-5:00PM

Eau Lily 
Boutique

712 N. Main 
1:00 - 4:00 PM

Faith and Life
Bookstore
606 N. Main
1:00-4:00PM

Gathered 
Goods

625 N. Main
1:00-4:00 PM

Grabers Ace
Hardware

208 W. Broadway  
12:00-5:00PM

Heritage Home 
Furnishings

200 W. Broadway 
1:00-4:00PM

Kitchen Corner
607 N. Main  
1:00-4:00PM

Main Street 
Company

611 N. Main  
1:00-4:00PM

Prairie 
Harvest

601 N. Main
1:00-4:00PM

Rohr 
Jewelry

505 N. Main
1:00-4:00PM

Sears of 
Newton

505 N. Poplar  
11:00-4:00PM

Moyo 
Clothing

615 N. Main
1:00-4:00PM

These Newton Stores 
Open These Hours 

EVERY SUNDAY 
Until Christmas! 

Free Carriage Rides 
Available From 2-4 PM

Register to
Win $100 in 

Chamber Checks
every Sunday until
Christmas at these 

participating stores.

IN NEWTON!

The holidays never seemed
all that complicated when
I was younger. 

We traded off and had
Thanksgiving at my mom’s side
and Christmas at my dad’s
side, and then the next year,
we switched.
It wasn’t until I was married

that I appreciated the dance my
parents undoubtedly went
through to create such an
arrangement.
Trying to coordinate family

get-togethers without offending
anyone by spending too much
time in one place, not eating
enough when you show up for
your second meal at the next
place, or needing to be in two
places at one time is tough.
Thankfully, over the past five

years, we’ve managed to de-
velop a very good system with
my folks and Joey’s. 
We get up early on Christmas

morning and spend a wonderful
breakfast with my parents and
sister and brother-in-law. Then,
when afternoon hits, we head
over to the Young house to
spend the rest of the evening.
The compromise has been

wonderful, and I know my dear
mother gets up far too early on
what should be a day off to ply
us with everything from cinna-
mon rolls to amazing egg
casseroles.
I’ve heard of other families

who all spend the night in the
same house on Christmas Eve
so they can wake up and spend
the day together.
Well, if you’re in need of a

good, quick breakfast for a
crowd or only a few people this
holiday season, I tried an easy
recipe that I highly recom-
mend. 
This idea came from the blog

“The Prepped Chef,” and you
can read it at http://www.thep-
reppedchef.com/2013/07/15/easy
-bacon-and-egg-cups/. 

Easy Bacon and Egg Cups

Ingredients
Bacon (as many strips as

servings you want to make)
Eggs (as many as servings

you want to make)
Salt and Pepper, to taste

Directions

Preheat the oven to 350 de-
grees.
Spray as many wells in a cup-

cake tin as you plan to use with
non-stick cooking spray.
Over medium heat, fry the

bacon on both sides until it’s
browned on both sides but not
crispy.
Drain the bacon on a paper

towel until you’re ready to as-
semble your cups.
Coil the bacon into the cups

so that each piece lines the in-
side of the wells. If the bacon
overlaps, remove the portion
that overlaps.
Crack and egg into each of

the bacon-lined wells.
Top each egg with salt and

pepper to taste (you can also top
it with little pieces of any left-
over bacon you may have).
Bake for 20 minutes.

When we tried these, the eggs
finished off with creamy yolks
that weren’t runny but also
weren’t completely cooked
through. I suspect a shorter
bake time would yield runnier
yolks as long as you make sure
your bacon was fully cooked be-
fore starting.
I also think this recipe could

be made even more quickly by
using precooked bacon.
However you celebrate over

the next few weeks, I hope you
have a chance to spend quality
time with friends and family
around a table for a special
meal, and if nothing else, save
this one for the morning after
when you’re exhausted from the
festivities and enjoy a nice, re-
laxing breakfast for a change.

Lindsey Young is co-owner of
Kansas Publishing Ventures

which publishes Newton Now.
She is a Bethel graduate, and

loves to bake. She can be
reached at 

lindsey@clarionpaper.com

Easy recipe can get Christmas breakfast crackin’

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Easy bacon and egg cups are a quick way to make enough breakfast servings for just a few people or a crowd.

After several long sessions
with the board, the new strategic
plan for the Newton Unified
School District is entering its
next phase – community input. 
Lester Limon facilitated the

conversation with roughly 30 dis-
trict patrons who were invited by
board members to participate in
the meeting. Limon runs an ar-
chitect firm, but has a masters
degree in community develop-
ment and was tasked with run-
ning the conversation. 
It took a few minutes to get the

crowd warmed up for the conver-
sation, but once the banter
started it continued for nearly
two hours focusing primarily on
the district's teaching and learn-
ing plank. 
The conversation was fairly

open and was mostly brain
storming and free flowing conver-
sation on the overall philosophy
of teaching and learning with
business owners, parents, educa-
tors and other leaders chiming in
throughout. 
With the conversation so fer-

vent, Limon allowed the crowd to
go back and forth leaving no time
to discuss the other two planks
for the visioning process: rela-
tionships and assets and re-
sources. 
Limon asked the crowd to

think about those things and
come back to January 27 school
board meeting where the vision-

ing process will continue. 

In other board action: 
- The board tabled a decision

on the Newton Recreation Com-
mission's proposed mill levy in-
crease until the February 24
board meeting where the board
will make a decision. 
"We are unclear what the sta-

tus with the state is," Board
member Barbara Bunting said.
"We really don't know where we
stand, and if we are going to take
cuts do we really want to in-
crease the schools budget and the
rec budget at the same time?"
Bunting added that she has

been contacted by several folks
that are against the increase,
but indicated she wasn't sure
about the increase or not yet. 
The idea of going to a rec com-

mission meeting was floated out,
but after asking each board
member if they had the time be-
fore the February meeting to at-
tend and give a recommendation
to the rest of the board there
were no takers. 
Instead, Board member Tim

Hodge suggested a hard deadline
at the end of February for mak-
ing the decision asking each
board member to do their own
research and ask questions so
they can come to their conclu-
sion. 
He said it was not fair for the

board to just continue putting
the decision off and saying they
don't have enough information.
The board voted to table the de-
cision and vote on the matter on
Feb 24 with a 6-0 vote. 

School Board starts working
with community on planning

BY JOEY YOUNG
NEWTON NOW STAFF
joey@kspublishingventures.com

A weekend of wet weather
brought flooding throughout
Harvey County and caused the
Harvey County Commission to
make a proclamation of disas-
ter.  
Some parts of the county re-

ceived more than three and a
half inches of rain over the
weekend. The rain quickly ran
off into ponds, creeks and
rivers, after falling onto soil
already saturated from previ-
ous rains. The streams flooded
over banks and by Monday
morning, county employees

ran out of barricades to close
flooded roads. 
“Rainfall totals are extreme

from the northwest part of the
county down to Newton, Direc-
tor of Emergency Management
Gary Denny said. “We still
have quite a bit of rain coming
down from McPherson County
Denny said the general loca-

tion of closures Monday in-
cluded NW 36th Street and
Ridge Road, W. Dutch and
Mission Rd, SW 36th St. and
Ridge. SW 36th St. and Emma
Creek, NW 24th St. and Mis-
sion Rd, NW 3rd St. and West,
SW 48th and Essex Heights
and W. 1st  St. in its 8000th
Block.
By Monday afternoon, wa-

ters receded, and many of the
closed road locations west of
Newton were soupy but pass-
able. 
During the wet weekend,

the Harvey County Sheriff's
Office as well as the
Moundridge volunteer fire de-
partment rescued three people
from floodwaters in a vehicle
located south of NW 72nd St
and Halstead just west of Hal-
stead Rd. 
According to the National

Weather Service, areas south-
east of Moundridge received
3.7 inches of rainfall. Areas to
the north of Halstead received
3.5 inches. Newton received
between 1.7 and 2 inches of
rainfall.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Deluge of rain causes local flooding

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
By Monday afternoon, flood waters receded in Harvey County
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Discount 
Groceries for the 

Holidays

Meridian Grocery Yoder Discount Grocery
101 S. Meridian, Newton (1 mile off US 50 West)

316-283-4374 • Mon-Sat 8am-7pm
3406 Red Rock Road • Yoder • 620-466-5119

vision cards accepted

NEW Yoder Location at the corner of Red Rock Rd. & Yoder Rd.MeridianGrocery.com

Christmas Candy!
Baked Goods for Christmas!

Cinnamon Rolls • Breads
Dinner Rolls

CALL AHEAD FOR YOUR ORDERS

Everything for your 
Christmas party!

Lunch Meats • Party Trays 
Appetizers • Cheeses • Pies

Bone in Spiral
Sliced Honey
Cured. Fully

Cooked. 

GREAT
DEAL on
Hams!

Broadway Colonial Funeral Home
and Monuments

Michael L. Hylton
Licensed Funeral Director

Monument Specialist
Pre-need counselor

Jackie S. Anderson
Licensed Funeral Director

Monument Specialist
Pre-need counselor

120 East Broadway    
Newton KS 67114

   Phone 316-283-4343
Fax 316-283-5460

broadwaycolonialfh.com

The

difference
is in the etails

d u

dway    
S 67114

   Phone
Fax 3161912

The Great Newton
Chicken Debate ruffled a
few feathers and war-
ranted a squawk or two,
but it seems a new chicken
ordinance has begun to
take shape out of the
process. 
At last month's meeting,

a number of community
members came forward
asking the city to change
the arduous nature of
chicken permits. Under
the current system, the
city allows a flock of up to
12 hens, prohibits roosters
and requires homeowners
to get signatures of all
property owners within
200 feet before approving
chicken permits. 
City staff presented in-

formation at this week's
commission meeting about
how other cities handle
their chicken permitting. 
Wichita, for instance, re-

quires no chicken permit
until a person has more
than four chickens. 
Derby allows up to six

chickens and requires no
permit in its borders. 
Lawrence allows one

chicken per 500 feet of lot
size. 
Commissioners gave a

general approval of remov-
ing the neighbor petition
process that started the
debate, with little dissent.
The number of chickens

seemed to be a sticking
point, however. 
Animal Control Officer

Jennifer Burns recom-
mended removing the sig-
nature process but
decreasing the allowed
flock size to six. She also
proposed allowing ducks. 
Burns advocated stick-

ing with a permit system,
saying that it allowed the
city to track chickens in
case of an event like an
outbreak of bird flu. 
Commissioner Barth

Hague said he supported
the changes proposed by
Burns. 
Mayor Glen Davis said

the city should keep the
chicken flock at 12 chick-
ens. He said he didn't
want to tell chicken own-
ers that they had to get rid
of chickens. 
Staff said that the num-

ber of chickens allowed
could be figured out at a
future meeting. 
Davis then made a mo-

tion that the city allow the
Faris family to bring their
four chickens back into
Newton. 
The family removed

their chickens from the
city after they were found
to be without a permit and
are keeping the chickens
at a cousin’s. 
“I think we ought to let

this couple have their
chickens back,” Davis said.
“It's Christmas time; we
got to be able to help
someone in the city this
time of the year.”
Nygaard seconded the

motion to allow discussion.
During discussion, other
commission members as
well as city staff expressed
concerns for granting con-

cessions to a specific fam-
ily. 
The motion was voted

down 4-1, with Davis vot-
ing in favor. 
The commission will

likely vote on new chicken
regulations at its next
meeting. 
On the animal front, the

commission discussed a
new dog park. 
Nygaard discussed an

idea about a possible park,
saying the city could allo-
cate land for a dog park.
Under his description of
the plan, the creation of
the park would be funded
by donations. 
No action was taken. 
During public forum

Rev. Vern Bender of the
People's Bible Baptist
Church of Newton asked
the commission for
roughly $9,000 to help
with repairs to a historic
meeting house built in
1887. He said that the
meeting house holds his-
toric significance to the
City of Newton since mul-
tiple denominations have
met there through the
years. 
He said that, without re-

pairs to the roof, the build-
ing would eventually fall
apart and Newton would
lose a piece of its heritage. 
“I surely don't have that

in my bank account,” he
said. “And neither does
the church. It's mostly
poor folks. I'm concerned
that when I pass the
building continues as a
city land mark.”
Commissioner Leroy

Koehn asked Bender who

held the deed to the build-
ing and Bender said he
did. 
Bender said that the

city pays money to keep
up the Warkentin House,
and he was seeking equi-
table treatment for the
meeting house. 
City staff stated that

the Warkentin House was
owned by the city. 
Davis informed Bender

the commission could not
grant the request and rec-
ommended he look to
other churches in the com-
munity to help with the
repairs. 

ETC.
*MidContinent Indus-

tries paid back its indus-
trial revenue bonds the
city issued in 2000.
*Chaplain Jason

Reynolds gave the opening
invocation for the meet-
ing.
*City of Newton ap-

proved budget amend-
ments discussed at the
previous meeting. 
*The City of Newton re-

ceived a 2014 Kansas
Quality Achievement
award for high quality
water fluoridation prac-
tices from the Kansas De-
partment of Health and
Environment.
*The meeting lasted

roughly two hours and in-
cluded a 20-minute execu-
tive session to discuss
attorney client privilege
and personnel matters. 
*Davis ended the public

meeting by wishing New-
ton and city staff a Merry
Christmas.

Chicken debate continues with commission
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Newton could eventu-
ally be getting more af-
fordable rental housing
for those of lower incomes. 
The Prairie Fire Devel-

opment Group spoke to
the Newton City Commis-
sion about possibly build-
ing a multi-family
housing project located
near the Wal-Mart at
Windward Drive or just
west of the Wal-Mart on
Kansas Ave. 
The project would pro-

vide at least 62 units,
some that are income re-
stricted and some priced
at market value. 
The project would in-

clude both affordable
housing for those making
between 40 and 60 per-
cent of the median income
and market value hous-
ing. 
Affordable housing

rates would range from
$445-$725 for a two-bed-
room apartment and
$500-$995 for a three-bed-

room apartment. Apart-
ment rents would be
based on a percentage of
disposable income from
30-35 percent. 
The estimated cost of

the development would be
around $10.5 million,
with the company seeking
to capture about $6.4 mil-
lion of IRS tax credits. 
The company has or

currently is working on
developments in
Moundridge, McPherson,
Wichita and South
Hutchinson.
“What we're just asking

for is if this is something
the city would support,”
Kelly Hrabe said. “If so,
we'd move forward with
our application to the
state.”
The commission would

provide a formal resolu-
tion of approval in Janu-
ary. 
“This speaks to a true

need in the community,”
Commission Member
Barth Hague said. “The
affordable side of this is
an area where we're re-
ally hurting in Newton
right now.”

Commission hears proposal
for housing development

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

The Newton Sports
Complex Task Force met
on Monday night for the
first time in a few
months, but that doesn’t
mean the group hasn’t
been busy.
Since October, the task

force has put together a
request for proposal
(RFP) to send to different
design and construction
firms around the Mid-
west, many of which are
located in Wichita.
Racquel Thiesen, Mal-

com Watkins, and Chris
Tuohey met with Kim
Johnson and Suzanne
Loomis to review the
RFP they put together
and offer suggestions for
improvement. Thiesen
said Watkins put the
most work in developing
a first draft for the pro-

posal.
Nine people attended

Monday’s meeting, and
they made several
tweaks to their plan. The
RFP was sent to nine
firms around the Mid-
west, including to Wi-
chita and Chicago.
The group plans to re-

ceive bids on the sports
complex in the coming
weeks.
“Ideally, the goal is to

have a firm selected by
the end of January,”
Thiesen said.
The task force is still

unsure of how much the
complex will cost. It also
does not have any big
donors lined up, because
there are no hard num-
bers to present.
As of Dec. 15, there

have been no formal con-
versations with the New-
ton City Commission
about the complex, but
Mayor Glen Davis has of-
fered guidance.  

Sports complex task force sends out request for proposal
BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

Hunting in the
Mellinger family has come
full circle.
John Mellinger of New-

ton first went hunting
with his father at the age
of 16, and earlier this
month, he took his 20-
year-old daughter hunting
for the first time, and she
used her her grandpa's
rifle. During the hunt, she
shot an 8-point buck.
“It was a bittersweet

moment,” Mellinger said
about his daughter, Lau-
ren, who attends Hutchin-
son Community College.
“Sad. A few tears—excite-
ment kinda mixed to-
gether. They are beautiful
animals.”
They hunted on opening

day, Dec. 2, in an area
near Peabody and Marion.
“I started deer hunting

in 1980 when I turned 16
yrs old,” Mellinger said. “I
have never missed a deer
hunting season since. I
have always been able to
hunt with my dad, which
has been a cherished
time. I remember my dad
being excited for me when
I shot my first deer. I
have had many fond
memories and interesting
hunts since then.”
It didn't take Lauren

long to bag the buck.
“Was only out there

probably less than two
hours because she shot
that dear,” he said. “Kind
of exciting happened that
quick—doesn't always
happen that quick.”
Lauren asked her dad if

she could go hunting, and
he said sure. The college
student had shot 22 rifles
before, but never a high-
powered one, so Mellinger
took his daughter out a
few months ago and let
her get used to one, doing
target practice. She used
her grandfather's .243
rifle for the hunt, and
these rifles have scopes on
them.
Mellinger likes to hunt

for a variety of reasons.
“Have different sensa-

tions from different
smells, moist air […],” he
said. “There's just some-
thing about being out—
leaves crackling under
your feet, twig snapping.”
Mellinger uses a .270

rifle, he said, adding he
used to hunt squirrels,
turtledoves, quail, pheas-
ants and rabbits, in addi-
tion to deer, but now,
since he's so busy, he only
time to hunt deer.
The Newton resident

processes his deer, can-

ning the meat himself.
“It's all in the freezer

now,” he said. 
In the jars, the meat is

fully cooked, and he uses
a pressure cooker. He only
uses the meat with a little
salt added, he said.
“It comes out so tender

and tasty,” Mellinger said.
Mellinger said he's not

a trophy hunter, as he
does it for the pleasure,
experience and food for
the family. He doesn't
mount the heads, either.
He is making a little ex-
ception, though.
“I'm going to keep the

antlers for Lauren,” he
said.
Although he's been able

to share his pastime with
his daughter, father and a
foreign exchange student
who lived with them,
Mellinger has one regret
about hunting.
“I wish I had kept a

journal of my different ex-
periences hunting, my
memories kind of blend
together now,” he said. “A
person has plenty of time
to think and reflect while
hunting; it would be neat
to go back and read about
what was going on in
one’s life each December. I
am sure some things that
seemed such a big deal
would now seem so trivial.
It seems like there is so

much craziness in the
world and life gets so
busy, for me it is pure
peace to be so close to na-
ture while hunting. It is
also a time to reflect on
what is really important
in this life.”
The exchange student,

André from Rio de
Janeiro, a city of about 11
million people, was inter-
ested in hunting.
“André showed interest

in hunting, so I taught
him how to shoot which
he had never done before,”
Mellinger said. “When we
took Andre hunting he
was able to shoot a 6 point
buck. Andre' was so ex-
cited, as was I. When
André came to our home, I
thought surely he will be
bored and unimpressed
with Kansas, coming from
Rio (Paradise) and a huge
city. Actually André loved
it here, he liked the open
spaces, the friendliness of
the people and totally en-
joyed Kansas nature
while hunting.”
However, Mellinger

said this year's hunt with
his daughter “tops them
all.”
“Everything came full

circle for me at that point,
memories of my first
hunts flooded my mind
mixed with the greater ex-
citement of my own

daughter enjoying nature
and God's creation as
much as I have over the
years,” he said. “It's one
thing to enjoy something
but true joy comes when
you are able to share it
with someone else espe-
cially if that someone else
is someone you love.”

All in the Family: Newton man takes daughter hunting
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PROVIDED PHOTO
Lauren Mellinger, right, and her father, John, hold the buck Lauren shot on Dec. 2.

Check out: www.HarveyCountyNow.com



Hayli Vogelman and
Alyssa Gaede have known
each other since they
were tiny girls taking
dance lessons at the New-
ton Performing Arts Cen-
ter.

Now, they're students
at Wichita State Univer-
sity majoring in dance.

“They started little like
that and came back now
that they're in college and
teaching,” said Lavonne
Vogelman with the cen-
ter. “They came back just
to do 'Nutcracker' and be
a part of it because of the
tradition and all that.”

The two will be pre-
forming in “The Nut-
cracker” at 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 19, and 2
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 20, at
Newton High School. 

Hayli Vogelman enjoys
being in “The Nut-
cracker,” a ballet about a
girl named Clara, a Nu-
tracker made by Uncle
Drosselmeyer, soldiers,
dolls that come to life,
mice and the Mouse King.
Uncle Drosselmeyer
brings a nutcracker he
had made to a relatives'
Christmas party, giving
the gift to Clara. The nut-
cracker breaks, and Clara
ends up having a fantas-
tical dream.

“I like 'The Nutracker,'
and I think I would be
sad if I wasn't in it,”
Hayli Vogelman said.

Hayli Vogelman likes
the ballet so much she's
performed in 14 roles dur-
ing the years through the
performing arts center
and Ballet Wichita, as
she's been dancing for 12
years. She's been, to
name a few, Arabian,
Chinese, snow, a mouse,
soldier, a ginger cookie
and a party kid.

Gaede, 20, is a little
older than Hayli Vogel-
man, 19, and also likes
being part of the local
production. She's danced
for 15 years.

“It's great that they
still include us even
though we've been to col-
lege,” Gaede said. “It's
nice that they invite us
back. […] We've been
with the studio since the

beginning, so I can't
imagine not being a part
of this.”

The two even have per-
formed in the same roles.

“Have you been Chi-
nese,” Hayli Vogelman
asked Gaede.

“Yeah,” Gaede said.
“Oh yeah, you've been

Chinese,” Hayli Vogal-
man said.

“Borrowed your cos-
tume,” Gaede said, as the
two young ladies sat in
the dressing room on Sat-
urday.

The two have grown up
together and also have
been competitors through
the competitive dance
team.

“They do everything as
a team,” Lavonne Vogel-
man said.

They've even been mice
in “The Nutcracker” to-
gether when they were
about 8 and reminisced
on Saturday about how
Hayli told all the mice to

point their toes. Now,
both are teachers at the
center and are two of 63
cast members.

Cast members are in-
clude: Nadia Avendano,
Abby Banta, Lauren
Beebe, Morgan Blanton,
Lilliana Brewer, Alexan-
der Buffalo, Tabitha Buf-
falo,Samantha Buffalo,
Olivia Buffalo, Chandlor
Buffalo, Declan
Buentello, Noelle

Buentello, Alaycea Carr,
Mia Coleman, Lexi Good,
Gracie Good, Rileigh
Hankins, Jamie Haskew,
Abigael Heller, Natalie
Hedrick, Elsie
Jackson, Lynn James, Jil-
lian Kelley, Pierce Kuhn,
Tegan Livesay,Atlanta
Lopez, Katie Miller,
McKinley Mueller, Hope
Neal, Nevaeh Quiring,
Macy Rice, Chloe Ribble,
Bryanna Roby, Ellie
Rohr, Madison Rump,
Taylor Schmidt, Alivia
Scholtz,  Raghvi Sethi,
Linda Shine, Aliana Se-

gura, Abby Smith,
Amanda Smith, Alexia
Spicer,  Jordyn Spillane,
Kassidy Thompson,
Aneka Voth and Annika
Yoder.

The staff and guest
artists in the production
are: Alyssa Gaede, Hayli
Vogelman, Taylor Staley,
Amy Pollard, Kelsey
Stoecklein, Kari Lee, Re-
becca Tschetter, Ivy Neal,
Nate Hinkle, Nicholas
Clark, Ryan Stuchlik,
Deiondre Teagle, Aaron
Tschetter as the Nut-
cracker Prince and Kylee
Tucker as Sugarplum
Fairy.

The center has been
under Kari Lee's owner-
ship for 10 years.
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NEW YEAR’S    
       SAVINGS!

We service all brands, 
commercial and residential

$10 OFF
CALL US TODAY AND TAKE

YOUR NEXT SERVICE CALL
offer expires 01/31/16

316-215-2445
ReimerServices.com

Proudly Serving You 
for Over 45 Years!
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200 W. Broadway • Newton
316-283-1818 • 800-964-1812
Mon-Fri 10-6  •  Saturday 10-5

Open 1-4 on Sundays
through Christmas

Kids
Rockers!

Barstools

614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

Adrian & Pankratz, P. A.
Pursuing Your Goals With Professional, Personalized Services

316.283.8746 1.866.800.8746 (toll free)
301 N. Main, Suite 400, Newton

Agricultural Law
Civil Litigation
Water Rights
Long Term Care Planning
Estate/Trust Administration
Wills & Trusts
Business Law
Corporations & LLC
Vehicle Accidents/Injuries
Divorce & Child Support
Property Tax
Adoption
Real Estate

Over 40 Years Providing Service to the Central Kansas Community

Regardless of the commis-
sion's decision, Harvey County
Citizens will pay a lower rate
for legal publications for the
next year. 

For the first time in recent
memory, the commission had
multiple newspapers bid for the
county's legals.

Last year the county paid
$14.50 per column inch to “The
Kansan” in order to publish
legals in the newspaper, costing
the county approximately
$21,750 for 2015. 

Governing bodies are legally
obligated to publish notifica-
tions of ordinances, resolutions
and a number of other notifica-
tions of government business
within a legal paper, or sub-
scription newspaper, that has
been around longer than a year. 

At its Monday meeting, the
Harvey County Commission
had a chance to review sealed
bids for publishing its legals for
2016. 

“The Kansan” and “The Har-
vey County Independent” both
bid for the legals. 

As part of the proposal from
“The Harvey County Independ-
ent,” county legals would be
carried in three papers, “The
Independent” and the “Hesston
Record,” which are part of the
same company, as well as in
Newton Now. Newton Now
made the legal proposal in coop-
eration with “The Independent.”
While Newton Now is a sub-
scription paper, it has not been
in print for the year required to
be a legal publication. Com-
bined, the three newspapers
claim a circulation of 3,500 pa-
pers a week. 

“The Independent's” proposal
for $11 came in under the
county's current rate by $3.50

per column inch.
“The Kansan,” which claimed

a paid circulation of 3,512 pa-
pers also made a proposal. 

“The Kansan” made a pro-
posal of charging $6 per column
inch, a 59 percent decrease over
the price it currently charges
the county.  At that rate, the
county would have paid $12,750
less for the last year to publish
its legals. “The Independent”
and Newton Now's bid would
have saved the county $5,250
compared to the rate “The
Kansan” charged last year. 

The commission will have a
chance to further review its bids
and hear administrative staff's
recommendations at the next
commission meeting. 

In other news, recent flooding
from the weekend brought up
some questions about a new
bridge's construction.

Larry Goering of the High-
land Township expressed con-
cerns about a newly completed

bridge near NW 96th St. and N.
Anderson Road.

Goering said that while water
easily ran below a nearby exist-
ing bridge, water neared the top
of the new bridge. 

Goering said that he saw
water go over the old bridge
several times and thought that
the new bridge should have
been built higher. He said such
an error was a misuse of tax
dollars.

“If you think it’s the corps of
engineers, I'm going to the fed-
eral government,” he said. “I
just want someone to say,
‘whoops.’ I'm going to call atten-
tion to it to make sure it doesn't
happen again.”

County Administrator John
Waltner said after the meeting
that the elevation was double
checked and approved not only
by the county's contractor, but
by the Kansas Department of
Transportation and the Army
Corps of Engineers. 

At the meeting, Commis-
sioner George “Chip” Westfall
recommended re-measuring the
bridge to make sure all meas-
urements were OK on the
county’s end and the county
didn't have egg on its face if its
contractor made a mistake on
the bridge and not the Army
Corps of Engineers or someone
else. 

Goering was told that the
county would inform him of
what information it finds.

ETC.
*Commission approved pay-

ing its weekly bills amounting
to $149,487.

*Commission approved can-
celing warrants, or checks, that
it made more than two years
ago that still haven't been
cashed. The amount was under
$200. 

*The meeting lasted about
one hour and a half. All com-
mission members were present.

County will save money on legal publications
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Performing arts center putting on ‘Nutcracker’ this weekend
A HOLIDAY BALLET

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Newton Performing Arts
Center students and others re-
hearse Saturday morning at the
Center. They include Atlanta
Lopez, Bryanna Roby, Linda
Shine, Jillian Kelley, Morgan
Blanton, Lauren Beebe, Samantha
Buffalo, Macy Rice, Aneka Voth,
Kassidy Thompson and Alaycea
Carr. 

Left: Aaron Tschetter as Nut-
cracker dances with Tabitha Buf-
falo as Clara. Other dancers
include left to right, Morgan Blan-
ton, Samantha Buffalo, Lauren
Beebe, Jamie Haskew, Jillian Kel-
ley, Aneks Voth, Tegan Livesay
and Amanda Smith. 

Want More
Info?

“The Nutcracker”
will be presented at 7
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 19,
and 2 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 20, at Newton
High School. 

Tickets are available
at the door or in ad-
vance at the studio,
which is in the Newton
outlet mall. Tickets are
$8 for adults, $5 for
students and free for
children younger than
5.

“The Nutcracker”
will be presented at 7
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 19,
and 2 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 20, at Newton
High School. 

Tickets are available
at the door or in ad-
vance at the studio,
which is in the Newton
outlet mall. Tickets are
$8 for adults, $5 for
students and free for
children younger than
5.

WANT MORE CONTENT?
Check out our website: www.HarveyCountyNow.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Thursday, Dec. 17

8:30 a.m.—“Meet the Press” at Norm’s. Come to
Norm’s to meet with the Newton Now staff to talk about
what’s going on in Newton and learn about the paper.

5:30 p.m.—Cooper Concert, A.M. Classes at NHS.
6 p.m.—Sounds of the Heartland performing at the

Carriage Factory Gallery. Come for music, art, and re-
freshments of the season. Free admission. 

6:30 p.m.—Cooper Concert, P.M. Classes at NHS.
6:30 p.m.—Slate Creek Third Grade Program.

Friday, Dec. 18
1-4 p.m.—Friday Games at Grand Central. Dominoes,

cards, and other table games. Bring a friend and a
snack to share and join in on the fun!

3 p.m.—Bethel women’s basketball vs. Southwest
Christian at Thresher Gymnasium.

6 p.m.—Newton girls basketball at Goddard.
7:30 p.m.—Newton boys basketball at Goddard.

Saturday, Dec. 19
8 a.m.—Newton wrestling at Bishop Carroll.
10 a.m.—Teen Writing Club, Newton Public Library.

Aspiring authors hang out and read, listen to, and cri-
tique each other’s work.

3 p.m.—Teen Screen Club, Newton Public Library.
Teenagers get together to watch and discuss the movie
“Inside Out.”

Sunday, Dec. 20
2-4 p.m.—Horse-drawn carriage rides through down-

town Newton sponsored by Newton Area Chamber of
Commerce. Pick up point is at the corner of Sixth and
Main Streets.

Monday, Dec. 21
Inservice, no school for Newton Public Schools.
9 a.m.—Harvey County Commission Meeting, 800 N.

Main, Newton.
4 p.m.—Aviation Commission Meeting at Newton

City/County Airport, 810 N. Oliver, Newton. 
7 p.m.—Holiday Family Time, Newton Public Library.

Bring the kids and cozy up with favorite stories, puppet
shows, and hot chocolate. Admission is free.

OBITUARIES

Gary Arlo Loyd, 78,
who was a beloved hus-
band, father, grandfather,
great-grandfather and
friend, passed away Dec.
9, 2015. 

Gary served in the
Navy, retired from Boe-
ing, served as Newton
City Commissioner and
mayor, and Builders Con-
crete sales rep. He was a
member of the American
Legion and active in the
Legion Riders. 

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
Ralph and Sylvia Loyd;
sister, Mary Lou Rose;
and grandson, Jordan
Michael Birmingham. 

He is survived by his
wife, Diona; their six chil-
dren, Cristy Dodson of
Cushing, Okla., and her
daughter, Amanda Bray
and granddaughter, Ka-
lynn, Dr. Jonathan and
Ann Roberts of Newton

and their children, Zachery
and Riley, Cindy Bowling
and her husband, Jim of
Sand Springs, Okla., and
their children, Christian
and Jordan Birmingham
and their grandchildren,
Trace and Clara Birming-
ham, Michael and Maria
Roberts of Green Oaks, Ill.,
and their children, Max,
Luke and Christian, Callie
Lowrie of Spring Hill,
Kan., and her children,
Shawn and Jared, Jackie
and Mike Morant from
Ada, Miss., and their chil-
dren, Alex, Maggie and
Miah. 

Memorials to VA Hos-
pice Unit, Robert J. Dole
Veterans Hospital or The
Wounded Warrior’s Proj-
ect. 

Services will be at 11:30
a.m. Saturday, Dec. 19,
Salem United Methodist
Church, 115 Old Main,
Newton. 

GARY ARLO LOYD
Dorothy M Talbert,

100, died Monday, Dec.
7, 2015, at Diversicare
of Sedgwick, Kan. 

She was born June
18, 1915, at rural Hal-
stead to Charles C. and
Estella Dell (Steele)
Hoffman. She was a re-
tired bookkeeper for
Berry’s Petroleum and
Producers. She was a
member of the First
Christian Church and
V.F.W. Auxiliary both
of Newton. 

On April 1, 1934, she
married Tillman M.
Rodgers. She later mar-
ried Jack E. Talbert on
Nov. 14, 1965, at Las
Vegas, N.V. He pre-
ceded her in death on
Oct. 29, 1974. 

She is survived by
her sons, Gardy
Rodgers, Los Angeles,
and Dennis Rodgers,
Newton; daughters,

Leva Bickford, Newton,
Sue Stewart, Wichita,
and Karen Nikkel,
Lehigh, Kan.; brother,
Duane Hoffman, Win-
field; four grandchil-
dreen; and three
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by grandsons,
Vincent Nikkel and
Gordon Stewart; broth-
ers, Gilbert and
William Hoffman; half-
brother, Milburn Fleet-
wood; and half-sister,
Genevieve McCann.
The funeral service was
Dec. 11 at Kaufman Fu-
neral Home, Halstead.
Burial followed at Hal-
stead Cemetery, Hal-
stead. 

Memorials may be
given to The Kansas
School for the Deaf or
First Christian Church
in care of Kaufman Fu-
neral Home. 

DOROTHY M TALBERT

NEWTON POLICE REPORTS
Dec. 9
Arrests
-Wesley A. Foyil, 30,

Newton / Poss Drugs,
Poss Para, No Tax
Stamp, DWS, 12/09/15,
100 Blk Evans 

-Davorious R. Hollo-
man, 23, Wichita / War-
rant, 12/09/15, 100 Blk E
8th  

Dec. 8
Criminal calls
-Criminal Damage,

Driving on Sidewalk,
Drive on Personal Prop-
erty Causing Damage,
600 Blk Centennial Park
Dr, 12/08/15  
Arrests
-Gregory S. Sprague,

32, Wichita / Criminal
Trespass, Warrant,
12/08/15, 1700 Blk S
Kansas 

-Kristen A. Firner, 29,
Newton / DUI, Ignition
Interlock Device,
12/08/15, 100 Blk Old
Main 

-Demetrius T. John-
son, 29, Newton / Dom
Battery, Criminal
Threat, Criminal Re-

straint, 12/08/15, 200
Blk Old Mill 

-James R. Coor, 34,
Newton / DUI, 12/08/15,
1700 Blk S Kansa

Dec. 7
Criminal calls
-Defacement of Prop-

erty, 700 Blk W 5th,
12/07/15 

-Identity Theft, 100
Blk N Poplar, 12/07/15  
Arrests
-Angelica Parga-Vil-

larreal, 23, Wichita /
DWS, 12/07/15, 900 Blk
Washington Rd 

-Gabriel L. Stoval, 21,
Newton / Distribute
Drugs, Poss Drugs, War-
rant, 12/07/15, 300 Blk
W 4th  

Dec. 6
Arrests
-Patrick K. Gandy, 53,

Newton / DUI, 12/06/15,
300 Blk E st 

-Clarence O. Wright,
69, Dodge City / DUI,
Tamper with Ignition In-
terlock Device, Re-
stricted License,
12/06/15, 1600 Blk S An-

derson 

Dec. 5
Criminal Calls
-Att Burglary, Crimi-

nal Damage, 600 Blk
Myrtle, 12/05/15 

-Forgery, 200 Blk N
Main, 12/05/15 
Arrests
-Stuart D. Petrik, 25,

Halstead / DUI,
12/05/15, 800 Blk @ 12th 

-Donald C. Smith, 55,
Newton / Warrant,
12/05/15, 400 Blk W 12th 

-Andrew K. Ober-
mueller, 39, Texas / Poss
Marij, Poss Drugs, Poss
Para, 12/05/15, I-135
MM27 

-Amanda M. Ro-
driguez, 27, Newton /
Dom Battery, 12/05/15,
700 Blk Cottonwood Ln 

-Jamale L. Hadley, 29,
Wichita / DWS, 12/05/15,
I-135 MM28 

-Stacie Y. Villa, 41,
Wichita / Theft,
12/05/15, 1700 Blk S
Kansas 

-Gavin R. Hatfield, 26,
Wichita / Poss Drugs,
Poss Para, Theft, Traffic

Contraband in Correc-
tional Facility, Warrant,
12/05/15, 1700 Blk S
Kansas 

-Elwanda Perciado-
Monohan, 54, Wichita /
Theft, 12/05/15, 1700 Blk
S Kansas 

-Ariel M. Robinson, 24,
Newton / Warrant,
12/05/15, 1200 Blk N
Main 

Dec. 4
Criminal calls
-Burglary, Theft,

Criminal Damage, 600
Blk Fairview, 12/04/15 

-Fail to Stop at Acci-
dent, 1400 Blk S Kansas,
12/04/15 
Arrests
-Ranada C. Douglas,

35, Wichita / Poss Drugs,
Poss Para, DWS,
12/04/15, I-135 MM29 

-Gabriel D. Torres, 31,
Newton / Warrant,
12/04/15, 1100 Blk N
Magnolia 

-Skyler M. Workman,
23, Newton / Warrant,
12/04/15, 1000 Blk S
Walnut 

in depth breakdown of the
numbers provides, at
times, interesting insight
into local trends. 

Population
The survey charts New-

ton's population at 19,120,
shrinking from 19,139 in
2014. During the same
time period, the state's
population increased by 1.8
percent. Hutchinson's pop-
ulation inched up by a half
percent to 41,946, McPher-
son's by 0.2 percent and
Wichita's by 3.1 percent. El
Dorado's population de-
creased by 1.1 percent to
12,879. North Newton, ac-
cording to the Census Bu-
reau's estimates, saw a
population increase of 247
people, or 14.7 percent. 

Income
Since 2010, median

household incomes in New-
ton have increased by 3.9
percent to $44,210. Median
male earnings in the city
were $42,438 and female
earnings $30,645. 

For Kansas, earnings in-
creased by 5 percent to
$51,872. Hutchinson saw
median household earnings
increase by 7.3 percent, El
Dorado by 9.6 percent and
McPherson by 1.7 percent. 

North Newton's earnings
increased to $55,789—a 20
percent jump from $46,154
in 2010. 

Households making
more than $75,000 or more
remained stagnant at 24.4
percent over the time pe-
riod. 

Today, 27.2 percent of
Newton households make
less than $25,000, a small
increase from 26.4 percent
in 2010.

While the number of
households making less
than $25,000 has remained
relatively stable, over the
last four years, those in
that category, on average,
have made less. 

From 2010 to 2014 the

percentage of the popula-
tion living in poverty in-
creased from 9.7
percent—or below the
state’s average at the
time—to 17.3, higher than
the state average. 

The jump represents a
78 increase. 

Today, 3,307 people—or
1,451 more people—live in
poverty compared to 1,856
in 2010.

Education 
On the education front in

Newton, the percentage of
the population with at
least a high school degree
or GED equivalent has de-
creased from 89.8 percent
to 88.2 percent, which puts
it on line with state aver-
age of around 90 percent.
The amount of population
with at least a bachelor’s
degree inched up slightly
from 24 percent, which
trails the state's 30.7 per-
cent average.  

In North Newton, 94.9
percent of the population
had at least a high school
degree, while 37.9 percent
of the population had a
bachelor’s degree or more
education. 

Housing
Over the last four

years, median home val-
ues have increased by 0.8
percent in Newton to
$95,500. State-wide me-
dian values come in at
$129,400, a 4.9 percent
increase over the time pe-
riod. Thirty-four percent
of the Newton population
rents, paying a median
rate of $698—a $68 in-
crease over 2010. In that
year, 29.5 percent of the
population rented.
Statewide 32.9 percent of
Kansans’ rent was at a
median rate of $748.

In North Newton, 38.2
percent of the population
rents and pays a median
rate of $607. The median
value of a home in the
community came in around
$140,000, a 17 percent in-
crease on median values in
2010.

CENSUS
From Page 1

The U.S. Census Bureau released numbers 
from its American Community Survey 
estimates for communities in 2014. This 
graphic is based on Census Data, as well as 
the estimates and reflects changes in Newton 
and Kansas from 2010 to 2014.
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The eagle has landed—at least in
Harvey County East Park, al-
though they’re a little elusive and
very small in numbers.

“I think we have two,” said Kass
Miller, director of Harvey County
Parks. “It’s hard to say.”

Recently, a couple of bald eagles,
the national bird, were spotted in
the park, and Miller has been able
to catch quite a few shots with his
camera.

Miller said a guy came into their
office last week and described what
sounded like a juvenile bald eagle,
and there definitely is an adult
there, as well.

Last year, three adults and two
juvenile bald eagles were at the
park. Bald eagles don’t get the
white on their heads until they’re
about 5 years told, Miller said.

“That’s my understanding,” he
said. “This will be the third winter
that we’ve seen them. […] I started
here in 2008, and the last three
years are the only times I’ve seen
them out here.”

Bald eagles also were spotted out
at the 1,300-acre park in the 1990s.

About three to four years ago,
goose and duck hunting were al-
lowed at the park, so that might’ve
kept the eagles away at that time,
Miller said.

The only way they can tell bald
eagles apart is by their size, Miller
said, adding females are bigger
than males. The eagles need to be
all together in order to know how
many are there, he said.

“Unless we have an obvious size
difference, and then we know,”
Miller said.

Bald eagles live quite a long
time—long enough that if they
were human, they would be old
enough to go to college. They live to
be 20 years old in the wild.

“They won’t survive that long in
the zoo or something like that,”
Miller said.

Miller has had better luck spot-
ting the eagles in the mornings, he

said, and people can’t get too close
to them because their skittish.

“If we find out one of them is
nesting, we have to [isolate] the
area,” Miller said.

Last year, the eagles stayed all
winter.

“If they can find a good enough
food supply, they’ll stick around all
winter,” Miller said, adding they
have a five- to 10-mile hunting
range.

“They stick around their food

source—don’t get too far off,” Miller
said.

Miller said eagles are scav-
engers, more closely related to vul-
tures than hawks. One time, Miller
said he witnessed a collision be-
tween a vulture and bald eagle
when the eagle swooped down to
steal a dead goose on the ice from a
vulture. Bald eagles are migrating
birds, and Miller said he hopes to
see more this winter.

Lots of people have spotted the
eagles, taken photos and com-
mented on them.

“Those and the pelicans,” Miller
said.

Yes, in addition to bald eagles,
East Park has pelicans there
now—or at least on Thursday, Dec.
10. In the past, they’ve had hun-
dreds at a time, but this year,
they’ve only been visited by 20 to
30. Pelicans are migratory birds
and stop in Kansas on their ways
to other places, according to win-
dowontheprairie.com.

Bald eagles, pelicans at East Park
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Kass Miller, director of Harvey County Parks,
points to where he spotted a bald eagle on a
branch to the right at Harvey County East
Park.

Left: An eagle is spotted at East Park. Photo
was contributed by the Harvey County Park
Department. 
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Icame from a very German fam-ily. My father's first language
was German. The country’s in-

fluence surrounded me in the food
we ate, the traditions we had and
that trademark lilt in the talk of
the elderly.  I've always been proud
of that heritage. 
I remember as a teenager reading

Elie Wiesel's “Night”. His reliving of
the Holocaust is a painful and
graphic one. He watched his family
die, heard is father beaten to death
as he laid nearby silent, too afraid
to do anything. 
The book moved me to tears, to

anger, to fear and to incredulity.
There could be no way people would
allow such things to happen. 
At the time I wondered at such

atrocity that comes from my same
proud heritage.
I wondered if I carry such hate in

my own blood. I wondered if one
group of people could have some-
thing in them to make them more
susceptible to cruelty. 
I discussed those feelings with

my father who, in his way, said
many were scared to stand up to
the government. He repeated the
story of his great uncle, a professor,
who disappeared one night after
criticizing the Reich. 
He explained people were misled

or didn't understand or know what
was happening.
While I didn't say it to him, I took

his explanation as apologetics in a
sense. I grew much less proud of my
heritage. The German People al-
lowed the Holocaust. 
In America, we'd never stand by

while this happened, I reasoned.
We'd never stand by as jackbooted
thugs with guns terrorized women
and children. We'd have no attacks
on houses of worship. We'd have no
Kristallnacht, no registry and no
final solutions. And we'd never elect
a demagogue to power. 
Americans were better, because

we believed in freedom of religion,
of speech, and the press. We be-
lieved in the right to pursue happi-

ness.  We were the great melting
pot. That's what they taught us in
school.
But today I have shed many of

those notions and believe all people
are capable of  atrocities. They are
perpetrated by one small act follow-
ing another. In the right conditions
people give into fear and act accord-
ingly. Sadly, Herman Goering said
it right. You tell people they're
being attacked, you say those op-
posing action threaten the country
and the rest fall in line. 
Today a frontrunner of a major

political party called for a national
registry for Muslims. He called for
banning them entry into the U.S.
He has painted them as a group of
lesser Americans, as an enemy at
the gate. He has outlined so many
lesser Americans as useless eaters.
Or to update the vernacular
“losers.” 
Those who oppose such blatant

violations of America's principles
are described as weak and willing
to put the country's security at risk.
Those who still hold on to the ideals
of Freedom over security threaten
everyone else's safety.
And instead of being rejected,

hated, jeered, for such speech,
Americans line up to support him. 
All our ideals, what I thought,

left or right, united us as Ameri-
cans, get thrown out the window
because so many Americans are
scared. How quickly we jump to
give up our own rights and the
rights of others for the promise of
security.

We're not scared from the thou-
sands of other counts of violence we
see daily. We are afraid of what
we're specifically told to be. 
This fear did not even exist fol-

lowing 9-11. We're better than this.
Or I thought we were better than
this.
Wiesel's book I later found out

had been originally published
under a different title: Un di velt
hot geshvign , or And the World Re-
mained Silent.
The world has always had dema-

gogues, charismatic strongmen who
exploit the fear of small people to
achieve great power.  You can no
more blame Donald Trump as you
can a fire after you've doused your
house in gasoline and lit a match.
The problem lies not with dema-

gogues but our fears, which I also
have, and allowing such fears to be
exploited.
There are plenty of Republicans

who have no stomach for talk like
Trump's. There are plenty of De-
mocrats and Independents who
know we as a country are better
than this. We have to stand up and
say we are not small people swayed
by fear.  We must tell our family,
our friends, our well-meaning but
misinformed neighbors that we are
called to form a more perfect union.
Not to trample justice in order to
ensure domestic tranquility, but to
preserve both. It is never right or
just to go down the road dehuman-
izing and vilifying an entire popula-
tion. Mankind’s greatest sins have
always began at that juncture.
Once upon a time, in some place

in Germany, a person had the op-
portunity to say no. And they did
not. And another person had that
chance. And they did not. And one
small atrocity followed the next to
the detriment of millions. 

Adam Strunk is the managing ed-
itor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at 
adam@harveycountynow.com 

or 316-281-7899.

Atrocities happen one stop at a time
Columns

Editorial

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 
We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters

or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
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Census numbers not 
encouraging for Newton

Jingle bells
Batman smells
Robin laid an egg
The Batmobile lost its wheel and
the Joker got away.

I'm sure we all sang this littleditty at one time or another. I
caught myself singing it in the

shower a couple of days ago (I'm
serious). Later, I began to wonder
about that song. Who wrote it and
when was it written? To answer
“Batman Smells” origin puzzle, I
went to where all the knowledge of
the universe is stored, the internet.
After hours of research I learned

that there is no one lyricist cred-
ited to that song nor is there any
real known geographical origin ei-

ther. It's like one of those jump
rope rhymes that have been passed
down from generation to genera-
tion. They aren't taught in school,
found in books or even learned
from parents. They are usually
handed down through older sib-

lings or peers. And from my own
experience, the rougher the crowd,
the grosser the rhyme. Green
Greasy Gopher Guts was one of my
favorites.
“One Horse Open Sleigh” AKA

“Jingle Bells” was published in
1857 and “Batman Smells” had to
be created after 1939, as that is
when the first Batman comic hit
the scene. Many children's folklore
experts have speculated the song
was created around 1966, after the
campy Adam West “Batman” TV
series aired. Depending on where
you are in the country and what
generation you are from, there are
differing versions. One ends with

Batman Smells author labors in anonymity
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STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

The new Census Bureau American Community Sur-
vey Numbers are out, and while they provide about the
best insight available, and show Newton has some work
to do, they should be taken with a large grain of salt. 
If you read the report this week, you'll see that the

survey pegs Newton's population as decreasing a small
amount since 2010. Obviously that's not positive news
for the city as its neighbors Hutchinson, McPherson and
Wichita have all grown during that time period. Kansas
as a whole, never noted for its fast growth, also outper-
formed the city. 
Median housing prices and median household earn-

ings have increased but at a slower rate than neighbor-
ing communities and the state of Kansas. 
And most alarmingly the numbers peg the cities

poverty rate at 17.3 percent, a sizable jump from the 9.7
percent rate of 2010, which still wasn't a great number. 
Ask most members of law enforcement and they'll tell

you that increases in the poverty rate often coincide
with increases in crime. Such numbers also affect things
like the city's tax base and the overall economic health
of a community.  These may be callous ways to look at
those numbers in order to infer what that jump means
for Newton, but it warrants a mention. 
On a much more human level, that rate jump means

some community members are having a harder time
making it, something that warrants care and examina-
tion. A community shouldn't be judged by the opportuni-
ties it offers to a few but the opportunity available to
everyone. 
Across the tracks in North Newton, census numbers

released are much brighter, but again we'd caution
against apple to apple comparisons. While the commu-
nities might be separate municipalities, they're intrinsi-
cally linked by their geography and people that make
them up. As goes Newton, so goes North Newton in
many senses. 
We'll be doing stories in the future to investigate

some of the trends we've seen in these census numbers
and perhaps get a good idea of the causes of some of
these trends and maybe a few solutions. Perhaps there
are problems that can be solved, and perhaps some of
the problems are out of anyone's control, but they
should at least be addressed. 
But the nuts and bolts of the issue are that these esti-

mates are just that: estimates. They tell far from the
whole story. The survey sizes are smaller than census
sizes and often have a larger margin of error. 
The statement that things are probably never as bad

as they seem or as good as they seem applies to such a
situation.  The sky isn't falling.
Still such estimates are what local governments and

agencies have to go by. 
When you hear elected officials talking about the need

to bring good jobs in the community, good amenities,
good industry and positive growth, it's these numbers
that such decisions have a direct effect on.
Our communities have so many positive attributes,

from their charity, to their parks and amenities to being
a generally nice and friendly place to live. 
But to keep them that way and to make improve-

ments always takes work. We'd be saying that if New-
ton's numbers came out great. 
If the numbers hold true, it might mean that Newton

has a bit more work to get done than previously ex-
pected. It will be interesting to find out. 
But until then it's important to be more concerned

with solutions than dwelling on the fact that problems
exist. 
To borrow that oft quoted phrase: It is better to light a

candle than curse the darkness. 

Opinions are those of the Newton Now Editorial Board

See ZEN / 7

Say what?
This world of ours... must avoid becoming
a community of dreadful fear and hate,
and be, instead, a proud confederation
of mutual trust and respect.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

CARTOON BY AMY SMARSH-JOHNSON/NEWTON NOW
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It has been another loud year.
Street violence. Terrorism.
Floods, fires, earthquakes. 

Donald Trump.  
Each year movies get louder and

more explosive, musicians bellow
with abandon. TV commercials
scream at us to buy their siding or
grab a used car.  Our culture
seems to celebrate bigger,
brighter, flashier. Louder. 

Ugh! Mental clutter.
As Christmas approaches, I real-

ize what a respite this beautiful
season can provide us. Within all
the buzz of gifts, wrappings, deco-
rations and travel, there is the op-
tion to seek quiet.  To create quiet.
To share quiet. Time to reflect.
Time to breathe.

The outside world is noisy.  So
many headlines this year brought
word of violent deaths, contentious
politics, rampant fear and trepida-
tion. We all have walked with
friends and family through tough
issues. We find ourselves with too
much to do and too little time in
which to do it. 

Dave and I decided to breathe in
some calm, to be purposeful in
finding quiet respite.

Soft choral music.  A familiar
tree decorated with simple clear
lights and family ornaments. A
fresh poinsettia near the piano.
Period. Our sofa has become our
venue of choice this season.  A
glass of wine and a quiet chat at

the end of a noisy day. A time to
reflect; a time to plan our next
chapter. 

Nothing flashy. Not exciting,
not headline-making. But, oh, so
satisfying. So comfortable. So
quiet. 

Christmas is a time to share
soft gifts. A phone call rather than
a text. Making time for coffee with
a friend.  Sharing a wonderful
book with a child.

Quiet gifts come without gift
wrap or fanfare. Quiet gifts don’t
break the bank. 

Maybe it’s a note to a friend
we’ve lost touch with. Perhaps it’s
reaching out to ask forgiveness for
a recent misstep. Sometimes it’s
just making ourselves available to
give someone a few minutes of our
undivided attention.  An under-
standing ear.

This year we received the ulti-
mate quiet gift. A noisy, active,
ever-changing quiet gift of love. In

early December we were blessed
with the arrival of our two grand-
sons. Blake William and Luke
David have joined the family, ex-
panded our family circle. Twin
blessings, twin worries. Double
the noise, double the love. 

As we draw closer to the fun
buzz of our holiday celebrations,
let us quietly and prayerfully
think of those who suffer tragedy
and loss, who live with worry and
fear. From every corner of our
world to every corner of our com-
munity, many are sad and strug-
gling. Let us humbly and quietly
celebrate the joys in our lives
while not overlooking the quiet
gifts that mean the most.  

As our friend, Dr Suess and his
compadre, The Grinch, would re-
mind us:

It came without ribbons. It
came without tags. It came with-
out packages, boxes or bags. And
he puzzled and puzzled 'till his
puzzler was sore. Then the Grinch
thought of something he hadn't
before. What if Christmas, he
thought, doesn't come from a
store? What if Christmas, per-
haps, means a little bit more?

Merry Christmas, Newton!  

Barb Burns is Community Ad-
vancement Coordinator for the

City of Newton. You can reach her
at bburns@newtonkansas.com or

call her at 284.3605. 

Let’s give quiet gifts this Christmas

Guest Editorial
Bill of Rights anniversary
raises questions for today

The school board is taking a
more mature approach to the
needs of the district. On

Monday I attended the meeting
which began with a two hour pres-
entation on the vision of the dis-
trict. To be more clear, it is a work
in progress that many community
members were invited to partici-
pate in. The audience contained
many familiar faces across a di-
verse background in the commu-
nity and political philosophies.

It began with what boiled down
to a catch phrase, “USD 373, the
place to be.” The work done by the
board so far was outlined into a
rough shell of goals. The audience,
with some coaxing, finally started
to fill in some of the details of the
vision. 

A long process lies ahead with
what will boil down to a frame-
work for the district to follow in
the future. 

I am impressed with the positive
tone of the meeting. The modera-
tor did an excellent job conveying
the feeling that the board wanted
to stay positive with what is and
what will be. I hope they really
take that to heart and quit griping
about what the state is doing with
our tax dollars. 

Most of the time when I have a
serious discussion with someone in
the district or a board member it
will come back to some type of neg-
ative. “We don’t get an equitable
amount of money.” “No Child Left
Behind is horrible, it forces teach-
ing to the test.” “Well, let’s see how
it works in private schools when
they have to take special needs
kids.” I don’t remember a time
hearing “We get $50 million every
year for 3,600 kids, that is double
per pupil what a private school
runs on, that is plenty.”

Personally I wasn’t very en-
thused about the process. The ‘rule
by committee’ thing doesn’t work
very well for me. I like picking ca-
pable leaders, pointing where I
want to be and letting them get
there. We hire professionals,
dozens by the looks of McKinley, to
do a job and should let them do it.
If they are not getting the desired
results then steer them the right
way or replace them. Unfortu-
nately the ‘where we want to be’ is
very cloudy. 

There is always talk of we want
the best, we want the smartest, we
want all to be ready for college. 

Lofty goals indeed, but unrealis-
tic. I want to travel to the moon,
but unless I hit the lottery and get
a ride on Space X it isn’t going to
happen. 

We need realistic goals. We need
to teach kids basic learning skills
in an environment that doesn’t
coddle their every whim and de-
sire. 

Kids need structure and to learn
there is unfairness in life. Life
isn’t fair, suck it up. You can’t
have equal outcomes for everyone,
the constant failure of socialism-
communism has proven that time
and again. 

We need to get back to equal op-
portunity for all, it is your choice

to make it work or not. If you
choose to not make it, you will suf-
fer the consequences. 

Too often in our zeal to elimi-
nate pain in the lives of our chil-
dren we overlook the benefits of it.
Failure is a teachable moment.

One audience member said they
would like to look at getting help
for the teachers because of all the
reporting they have to do. 

They are constantly document-
ing things for this program or that
and can’t devote that time to
teaching. I think this is a good
taste of their own medicine. Bu-
reaucracy feeds on itself and
grows. 

I run into it constantly in busi-
ness. It gets tougher and tougher
to be a small business man these
days. Regulations, permits, li-
censes, etc., I have to spend hours
every day on ‘non productive’ work
just to keep out of hot water with
some level of government. Maybe
the districts should band together
and say they like the block grant
model the state has given them for
these couple years. 

They can do away with a bunch
of reporting that is solely for get-
ting more money. Let the profes-
sional educators we hired have
that time to teach.

No matter what the outcome of
the process I am glad to see so
much community involvement.
Most public meetings are devoid of
public participation. 

We need to stay vigilant and
stay involved. You the reader will
have much more impact than I can
ever have with your involvement!

Jason Mitchell is chairman of
the Harvey County Republican

Party as well as a local business
owner. 

Realistic goals, mature approach should help district

VOICE FOR THE COMMUNITY

BARB BURNS

MY VIEWS

JASON MITCHELL

the commissioner either eating
hay or breaking his leg. The
latter of those two seems just
awful.

I have my own thoughts
about who the “Batman
Smells” creator is. I think he is

male and was a sixth grader
around 11 years old. He was a
fan of the Batman TV series
and found bathroom humor
quite hilarious. He was musi-
cally inclined and his parents
were affluent and stuffy. “Bat-
man Smells” was his secret
magnum opus. 

I can see him at Christmas
time banging out the words

and pounding on the keys of
his parent's piano. I can feel
the electricity in the air and
see the sweat on his brow as
this talented young man la-
bored for days on this tune
that, unbeknownst to him,
would one day be famous. I get
goosebumps just thinking
about it. 

The largest piece of the Bat-

man Smells mystery is where
is this kid now? My guess is
that he's probably in his late
60's and sadly he grew up. Giv-
ing up his dreams of being a
world renowned musician, he
turned to numbers. No piano
and no Adam West. Only a
number two pencil, a spread
sheet and a stack of business
cards. Once in a while, he

probably hears some kids inno-
cently singing that song; his
song. I can see him shaking his
fist like a maniac and yelling
“you brats owe me royalties,
I'm going to sue.”

Bruce Behymer is the “Mar-
keting Dude” for Newton Now.

He can be reached at 
bruce@harveycountynow.com. 
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Dec. 15, 2015 is the 224th anniversary of the
ratification of the Bill of Rights.

If you would, play along with me with the fol-
lowing assumption: You've been asked to sit on a
blue ribbon commission that will take a fresh look
at those first 10 amendments to the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

Your assignment? Before the 225th anniversary
in 2016, you and your fellow panel members are to
determine which of those individual rights you
will continue to guarantee, and which ones you
will choose to alter in some way or even cast aside.
The commission's decisions will guide our nation
for the next two centuries.

The panel will be composed of conservatives,
moderates and liberals, divided as equally as hu-
manly possible so the entire spectrum of political
beliefs will be represented.

Consequently, you'll be sitting down around a
table with men and women who don't necessarily
think like you do. You'll have to balance the rights
of those you agree with wholeheartedly with those
you have previously said you could not stomach.

As difficult as it might appear to be, you'll have
to engage in significant give and take if you and
your fellow commission members are to come to an
agreement.

There is one stipulation, however: failure to
achieve consensus will not be an option. In fact, if
you fail to reach agreement, all those individual
rights we Americans have
come to cherish will be
gone. No more freedom of
speech … no more right to
a fair trial … no more free-
dom from unreasonable
searches … no more free-
dom to petition the govern-
ment for a redress of
grievances … no more right
to bear arms.

Would you accept the as-
signment? And would you
be able to incorporate the
views of others as well as
your own into the final prod-
uct?

With all the issues swirling around today in-
volving gun rights, whether our nation can toler-
ate the religious convictions of others,
overcrowded prisons, terrorism, immigration and
the like, your assignment will not be an easy one.

But there is hope. More than 225 years ago,
those with conflicting views on which direction
our nation should take did, after passionate de-
bate, reach agreement. Some didn't want individ-
ual liberties spelled out in the Constitution;
others wanted far more freedoms than were
agreed upon. Some didn't want a strong central
government; others demanded it. In the end, they
narrowed 20 subjects to a Top 10 list of sorts.

They worked through their differences by sitting
down together, a practice we have all but aban-
doned today.

Far too many of us — liberals, conservatives
and moderates alike — have chosen to listen to
only with those who think, look and talk like we
do. In Kansas, in fact, we can't even be seen to-
gether without consequences.

So let's return to your assignment. Still want it?
Think you can give a little on your end to reach
consensus in a room filled with divergent ideas?

Winston Churchill is said to have quoted a pred-
ecessor this way: "It has been said that democracy
is the worst form of Government, except for all
those other forms that have been tried from time
to time …"

If that is still true, and surely it is, don't you
think it is worth preserving, even if we don't get
our way on every point?

Guest editorial by Doug Anstaett, Executive 
Director of the Kansas Press Association 

Anstaett

BE A PART OF THE CONVERSATION - Send your letters to editor@harveycountynow.com
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Deb said, adding there
was a Santa suit at the
party, but there was no
one to wear it, so her hus-
band decided to. He had a
dark beard at the time, so
he wore a fake white one.
Because his beard now is
white, he can go with his
own facial hair.

“He did it at first mostly
for the grandkids […] and
then branched out from
there,” Deb said.

To get ready for the hol-
idays, West starts grow-
ing his beard out in July,
Deb said.

Even during the off-sea-
son, West gets attention.
Sometimes, folks want
their photo taken with
him at the state fair or
kids will approach them.
One time, a boy asked at a
restaurant, “Is that
Santa?” Deb said. She re-
sponded with, “Even
Santa has to eat.” 

This time of year, West
and his wife attend a vari-
ety of events, from
churches to Boy Scout
gatherings to private par-
ties and a local pet shop
where he poses with peo-
ple's pets. Last year, he
said, was the first time he
posed with a pot-bellied
pig, and he's even posed
with a gerbil.

Sometimes, kids talk a
mile a minute after he
asks what they want for
Christmas. One time,
there were two girls sit-
ting there, talking very
fast and telling him what
they wanted at the same
time. Other kids aren't so
happy to be there.

“We get 'em all,” West
said, laughing. “Some of
them scream bloody mur-
der.”

Another time, they had
to convince a boy to sit on
Santa's lap. When West
asked the boy what he
wanted, he said, “Down,”
as in he wanted to get off
Santa's lap.

“It's a lot of fun and a
lot of kids,” Santa said.

Another time, West
ended up at the wrong

party.
“Last year, he crashed a

party,” Deb said.
He was in the country,

trying to follow directions
given to him, and he got
lost. He found a house
with cars parked outside,
which was adorned with
lots of holiday decora-
tions. He thought that
surely this was the place.
He entered the house and
talked to the people. Then
he said, “I have a problem.
Where are the younger
kids?” to which someone
said, “Did you ever think
you were at the wrong
party?” So, making the
best of it, West asked if
they wanted to do photos,
and later he found the
right house.

West wishes he had
kept a book, recording ex-
periences he's had while
being Santa. 

When he's not busy
with his holiday duties,
which he has been for
about 10 years, West is a
substitute teacher; he re-
tired from driving a truck
for a Wichita company
five years ago. 

He teaches anything,
Deb said, including agri-
culture and band.

“I go up there and ter-

rorize kids at the high
school,” West said.

In regard to teaching
band, West admitted he
has no musical ability.

“I tried singing in the
shower once, and it of-
fended me so bad, I never
did it again,” he said,
laughing.

West also fills his time
with his greenhouse and
shop. 

“I find stuff to do all day
long,” West said.

“He loves to cook,” Deb
said.

So, West cooks, and Deb
cleans up. They both do
what they like to do in the
kitchen and seem to com-
plement each other in
that way. In addition, she
likes things hot, and he
likes them cold.

“I'm a cold-weather
kind of guy,” West said.

West's cooking special-
ties include Creolized
chicken breast, mine-
strone soup and garlic
pretzels.

“Boy, everybody likes
them,” West said about
the pretzels he makes
with seasonings and oil.

In his shop, West fixes
clocks and has made a few
other items, including pic-
ture frames from old barn
wood. At one point, West
was interested in photog-
raphy, so he made frames
for his photos. Instead of
selling the photos, he sold
the frames, Deb said.

The couple has been to-
gether for 38 years, and
they laugh and joke with
each other. For instance,
Deb said he's hard of
hearing, and when she
says something, and he
says, “What?” she changes
what she said to some-
thing that rhymes with
what she actually said.
He's caught on now.

West’s good attitude is
exemplified in his philoso-
phy of life.

“Don't take yourself too
seriously,” he said. “It's
been a wild ride.”

“Been a journey,” Deb
said.

“Yes, it has,” West
replied.
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Join us for one of our

Candlelight
Christmas Eve

Services
December 24, 2015

5:30 pm, 7:30 pm, 
and 11:00 pm

The Cross Walk (Stephens Family)
will be singing for the 11:00pm service.

We will offer open communion 
during each of our services.
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the situation. 
Still, there are exceptions to nudity

laws, such as breastfeeding in public,
which is legal. 

Lt. Scott Powell of the Newton Police
Department said arresting someone for
nudity depends on the situation. 

A person standing in the buff in their
front yard making eye contact with their
neighbors would be more likely to get
picked up for lewd and lascivious behav-
ior if police received a phone call than a
person who has a six-foot privacy fence
and likes to use their hot tub au-natural.

“If you're traipsing around your front
yard, that's a different story,” Powell
said. 

If the exposure is deemed a misde-
meanor, it would also be up to City Pros-
ecutor Chris Towle to decide to pursue
prosecuting the incident. 

Towle said those decisions come down
to breaking down the city’s lewd and las-
civious behavior laws and deciding if the
incident violates key elements of the
laws. 

“It's a totality of the circumstances,”
he said. 

So, in short, if you're outside the pri-
vacy of your home and in your natural
state, it's probably a good idea to throw
on a robe when in doubt. 

LAWS
From Page 1

with nothing on but a hat
and a smile taking pic-
tures of a wheat field near
the Newton Outlet Mall.
Deputies are out with the
subject now; this will be
an interesting encounter.”

He said as of Friday the
posts had been viewed by
125,000 people. It also
spread far enough to gar-
ner the attention of the
Associated Press, regional
papers and the “Huffing-
ton Post,” though the
website’s reporting left
quite a bit to be desired

he said. 
“They mentioned we ar-

rested them,” Walton
said. “We didn't arrest
anybody. They said it took
four hours to get there. It
didn't take that long to
get there.”

The hoard of com-
menters had quite a bit of
fun with the story on Wal-
ton's post. 

“Good thing it is near
60 degrees outside so no
risk of frostbite on his ap-
pendages,” Elizabeth
Claassen typed. 

“And I yelled, ‘DON'T
LOOK ETHYL.....!!!’ , but
it was too late.......” John
Begler typed, referencing

“The Streak” sung by Ray
Stevens.

Walton admitted while
his posts likely earned the
situation quite a bit of re-
gional and national atten-
tion, he believed it was
positive for his depart-
ment. 

“I think its OK,” he
said. “Again, it's levity. It
wasn't bad stuff. People
got a laugh out of things.
I think we need some
more laughs. News is so
despondent and depress-
ing; a laugh is good now
and then. They can look
at law enforcement and
say, ‘They are not all bad
guys.’” 

NATIONAL
From Page 1

SANTA
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Santa (aka Bill West in the off season) sits with Coleman Hanes, 5, on
Thursday, Dec. 3, after the Parade of Lights in downtown Newton. 

Santa waves at the crowd during the Thursday, Dec. 3, Parade of
Lights. 

been damaged from the
stone being there,”
Stephenson said. […]
“From what I'm seeing,
we saved her life.”

Shortly before that, the
humane society had a
rescue from a puppy mill,
and that dog weighed 1.5
pounds.

“So the whole dog
weighed less than her […
] stone did,” Stephenson
said. […] “They said at
the lab it's one of the
biggest masses they've
ever seen.”

Also taken out of Ki-
tana was a half-inch
mass, and there was dis-
coloring and distending of
nearby tissue.

Kitana had displayed a
variety of symptoms, in-
cluding soiling in the
house, as well as lethargy
and not eating. The mass
caused her a great deal of
pain.

“She is up for adop-
tion,” Stephenson said.
“She was just in the
BARK program.”

The BARK (or Bringing
Animals and Residents
Kloser) program was co-
founded by Prairie View
and Caring Hands as a
way to help at-risk teens
and dogs. Kitana didn't
graduate because her
handler at Prairie View
graduated from there
ahead of schedule. Dogs
that aren't problematic
are chosen for this pro-
gram.

Caring Hands hopes

someone will adopt the
68-pound dog, who didn't
display any kind of fear
or aggression on Thurs-
day, Dec. 10, to a
stranger who let Kitana
sniff her hand.

“She's a sweetie,”
Stephenson said. “She re-
ally is. She has such a
great disposition, so I
hope she finds a home.”

Although she's 13,
Stephenson said she
could live a while.

“If you feed them well,
17 years,” he said about

her life expectancy. “She's
supposed to be 13 years
now, but she acts just like
a little pup.”

Stephenson indicated,
however, Kitana won't be
put down anytime soon.

“We have dogs that
have been here for
months,” he said. 

The only time a dog is
“dispatched,” he said, is
to alleviate suffering or if
the dog is aggressive and
can't be rehabilitated.

“Neither of which apply
to her,” Stephenson said.

KITANA
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Randy Stephenson with the Caring Hands Humane Society cuddles with
Kitana on Thursday, Dec. 10, in a grassy area near the building. The
13-year-old dog is up for adoption.

Adoption fees for dogs at Caring
Hands Humane Society, 1400 S.E.
Third in Newton, are from $50 to
$225, depending on such things as
the dog's age and breed. For example,
the fees for pit bulls are reduced be-
cause of their stigma.

Adult cats are free, and kittens are
$50, unless it's a sought-after breed.

Caring Hands is open from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. daily, except the hours are
extended to 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays, and
they're open from 1 to 5 p.m. Sun-
days.

For more information, call the hu-
mane society at 316-283-0839, email
adoption@caringhandshs.org or visit
www.caringhandshs.org/.

How to adopt a new family friend
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1 Employment

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)
have purchased some of the following
classifieds. Determining the value of the
service or product is advised by this pub-
lication. In order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not offer em-
ployment but rather supply the readers
with manuals, directories and other mate-
rials designed to help their clients establish
mail order selling and other businesses at
home. Under NO circumstances should
you send money in advance or give the
client your checking account, license ID,
or credit card numbers. Also beware of
ads that claim to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that if a credit
repair company does business only over
the phone it is illegal to request any money
before delivering its services. All funds
are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers
may or may not reach Canada.
LIVING WITH BACK PAIN, NECK PAIN or
WRIST PAIN?  Medicare recipients may
qualify to receive a pain relieving brace at
little or no cost, plus get Free Shipping.
Call now to speak with a Rapid Relief back
pain specialist! 844-887-0082 (MCN)
ELIMINATE CELLULITE and Inches in
weeks! All natural. Odor free. Works for
men or women.  Free month supply on
select packages. Order now! 855-738-3083
(MCN)

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS
Adoption

ADOPTION. Hoping to be a mom. Lots of
love to give. Financially secure. Expenses
paid. Email
Rachel.adoption.2015@gmail.com or
Call/Text 917-603-3154

YOUR CAREER
SEARCH ENDS HERE.

KansasHired.com uses wide networking and Real-Time Job Matching™ technology to CONNECT 
EMPLOYERS AND JOB SEEKERS based on matching needs and qualifications. The result is an improved and

streamlined process for both JOB SEEKERS and EMPLOYERS LOOKING FOR THEIR PERFECT TEAM MEMBER.

JOB SEEKERS!
See how simple it is to find the job you’ve been dreaming of. 

Log on today!  It’s easy...and it’s free.

Call 620-947-5702 or email
natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!

Your classified ad will appear in both the Hillsboro Free
Press and Newton Now..reaching every Marion County
household and Newton Now subscriber.

Line ads: $7.25 for 20 words, then 25¢ per word
Classified Display: $12.50 per col. inch 

(minimum of 1x2 at $25)

Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifieds

4 For Rent

Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn
In Hillsboro: 5 bed 2 bath apartment. No
Smoking, No Pets. 620-382-7696. 49-4tc

Commercial/Office
For Lease. Available December. 7380 Sq.
Ft. 3900 Sq Ft Finished. Built in Battery
UPS. 8 Private Parking Spaces. Handicap
Accessible Entrances. 112 West Broadway,
Newton. 316-772-8048. 38-tfnc

MCN

MCN

Call 620-947-5702 for details

Looking to reach a
LARGER MARKET

than our area?
We have NATIONAL CLASSIFIED and

DISPLAY AD NETWORKS that can
increase your circulation to one million

and up to 11 million. 

MCN

WE HAVE NEW OWNERS

The Legacy of Herington is taking applications for full and part time
RN positions.  Must have a positive attitude, be a dependable team
player, and be able to deliver quality care to our residents.   We offer
flexible scheduling and an attractive benefit package.  Interested
persons may send their resume to Michelle Clore, Administrator, 2
East Ash, Herington, KS  67449. EOE

TWO PROFESSIONALS WITH hearts full
of love who will cherish a baby. We are
your perfect choice as parents. Expenses
paid. Christina and Michael (877)-298-1945

Farm Equipment
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your
land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leasing
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

For Sale
20� 40� 45� 48� 53� Storage containers
centralcontainer.net or 785 655 9430

Help Wanted
EARN $500 A DAY: Insurance Agents Need-
ed . Leads, No Cold Calls .  Commissions
Paid Daily . Lifetime Renewals . Complete
Training . Health & Dental Insurance . Life
License Required. Call 1-888-713-6020.
Kiowa, Kansas is seeking FT Electric Line-
man.  Salary DOQ. Vocational degree in
electricity preferred. Excellent benefits.
More Information call 620-825-4127. Open
until 12/30/2015. EOE.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Lori 1-800-926-6869
ext. 303

Misc.
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered-to-the-
door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 76% PLUS 4
FREE Burgers - The Happy Family Cele-
bration - ONLY $49.99. ORDER Today 1-
800-492-0784 mention offer 47222FNH or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/santa62

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
OWNER OPERATORS wanted. Paid all
miles. No touch freight. Many operating
discounts. Family run business for 75
years. Many bonuses and good home time.
Direct deposit paid weekly. 
Call 800-533-0564 ext.205. (MCN)
CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and benefits.
Matching 401k. Bonuses and tax free mon-
ey. Experience needed. Call Scott 507-
437-9905. Apply on-line
http://www.mcfgtl.com (MCN)
MAKE $1000 Weekly!! Mailing Brochures
From Home. Helping home workers since
2001. No Experience Required. Start Im-
mediately! www.newmailers.com (VOID IN
SD, WI) (MCN)
CDL Drivers needed to haul livestock,
home on weekends. Great Benefit Package
for Full-Time Drivers!
www.lynchlivestock.com or call Angie @
563-776-3051 for more information. EOE
(MCN)
HELP WANTED: OTR DRIVERS. Seeking
Owner/Operators & Company Drivers. Valid
Class A CDL. Home on weekends if desired.
Pulling hopper bottoms. Minnesota and
Iowa based company. Call 507-421-3680
(MCN)

FARM RELATED
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ to hunt your
land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leasing
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com (MCN

FOR SALE
Trailer Sale! 82”x18’+2’ 14,000# Stand-up
ramps $3,780.00; 82”x20’ Electric tilt 14,000#
pumpbox, $4,599.00; 100”x24’ Aluminum
Electric tilt, Deck extensions, 10k Super
winch & ATP box, pump & tool boxes, Alu-
minum wheels $10,190.00; Aluminum 12’
12,000# Dump trailer. 2012 John Deere
3032E Hydo Compact tractor with 305
loader, New bucket & forks $13,999.00.
5 1 5 - 9 7 2 - 4 5 5 4
wwwFortDodgeTrailerWorld.com for pic-
tures, info & prices.  (MCN)

4 For Rent

HEALTH & MEDICAL
VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 50 tabs $90
includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-0780
or Metro-Meds.net (MCN)
CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! 
Call 1-888-389-0695. 
www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com (MCN)
Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. 
Call today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)
ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)
ACNE SUFFERERS:  Clear your acne with
all natural Acnezine!  Eliminate the root
cause of acne fast. No negative side effects
of chemical treatments. Exclusive Trial 
Offer, Call: 855-402-7215 (MCN)
LIVING WITH BACK PAIN, NECK PAIN or
WRIST PAIN?  Medicare recipients may
qualify to receive a pain relieving brace at
little or no cost, plus get Free Shipping.
Call now to speak with a Rapid Relief back
pain specialist! 844-887-0082 (MCN)
ELIMINATE CELLULITE and Inches in
weeks! All natural. Odor free. Works for
men or women.  Free month supply on
select packages. Order now! 855-738-3083
(MCN)
AS SEEN ON TV:  Burn fat quickly & effec-
tively with Garcinia Cambogia.  Blocks
fat. Suppresses your appetite. Safe - 100%
natural.  Satisfaction Guaranteed! Free
bottle with select packages! 844-587-6487
(MCN)
Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
Save up to 93%! Call our licensed Canadian
and International pharmacy service to
compare prices and get $15.00 off your
first prescription and FREE Shipping. 
1-800-263-4059. (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
DISH NETWORK - $19 Special, includes
FREE Premium Movie Channels (HBO,
Showtime, Cinemax, and Starz) and Block-
buster at home for 3 months. Free instal-
lation and equipment. 
Call NOW! 1-866-820-4030 (MCN)
$14.99 SATELLITE TV.  Includes free in-
stallation.  High speed internet for less
than $.50 a day.  Low cost guarantee. Ask
about our FREE IPAD with Dish Network.
Call today 1-855-331-6646 (Not available
in NE) (MCN)
GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)
ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)

Small Town
Living at its Best
• Spacious 1 bedroom

apartments available now.
• Just northeast of Wichita

in the beautiful Peabody,
KS.

• Income based. 62 or 
older or disabled.

Utilities paid. Call today.
620-983-2958

Indian Guide 
Terrace Apartments

501 North Vine Street
Peabody, KS 66866

(Some market rent
apartments available.

Call for details.)

The City of Marion is 
accepting applications for an

Electrical 
Lineman

Applications available at
Marion City Hall
208 E. Santa Fe

Marion, KS 66861 
or call 620-382-3703

for additional information.
EOEIndependence, Respect and

Dignity since 1899

Bethesda Home in 
Goessel, KS is seeking an 

RN for our evening shift,
and licensed staff for 

our night shift to 
replace retiring nurses. 
If interested please fill out an 

application on line at:
www.bethesdahome.org or contact
Bethesda Home at 620-367-2291.

Bethesda Home is an EOE and 
offers a competitive salary and

benefit package.

911 COMMUNICATIONS OPERATOR

“DISPATCHER”
Marion County Sheriff’s Department

has an opening for a fulltime Dispatcher.
This is shift work; nights, weekends and holiday’s

General Purpose: Answers and dispatches E911 and
Administrative calls for law enforcement, fire, and
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) agencies.

Qualifications include: High School graduate or equivalent.

EEOC. Marion County does not discriminate against the
handicapped in employment or provision of services.

Apply at: Marion County Sheriff’s Office,
202 South 4th, Marion, Kansas 66861

Telephone number (620) 382-2144
49-1tc

The Legacy of Herington is seeking a 
Social Service Designee for our skilled nursing facility.  

Must have an outgoing personality, a positive attitude, be 
dependable and be willing to learn.  Along with being a caring
advocate for our residents, duties include admission coordina-

tion, resident care planning, appointment scheduling, and 
acting as a liaison with family members.  Current C.N.A. and
SSD certification required.  Experience in a health care setting

preferred.  Attractive benefit package available.  
Interested persons may send resume to 

Administrator, The Legacy of Herington  
2 East Ash, Herington, KS  67449. EOE

STORE CLOSING
FIXTURE SALE

4-way Racks  •  Pant Rack
Cash Register  •  Wood/Glass Display Case

Cash/Wrap Counter  •  Misc. Supplies
Free Hangers  •  And More!

F A S H I O N S
101 N. Main – Hillsboro 

620-947-3362

Must be picked up by Dec. 23

Marion County Park and
Lake Marion County Park
and Lake is now accepting

applications for the 
Park and Lake Assistant.

Applicants must have
good people skills, com-
puter skills (Word and

Excel), able to work week-
ends, help with cleaning

and landscaping. 

Please pick up applications
available Monday-Friday
9am-5pm, Saturday 8am-

7pm at Marion County
Park and Lake O�ce: 

#1 O�ce Dr. Marion, KS.
Any questions call 

Lake O�ce
620-382-3240.

2 Merchandise 2 Merchandise

HEALTH INFORMATION
MANAGEMENT CLERK

Prairie View is currently recruiting for a Health Infor-
mation Management Clerk 20 hours/week.  This po-
sition will support the functions of the medical
records department.  Qualified applicants must be or-
ganized, able to work independently, detailed, under-
stand prioritization and sort alphabetically and
numerically. Complete an online

application at
www.prairieview.org.

EOE

Home For Rent 
with purchase option.

Super clean 3 bedroom ranch.
Located minutes from Newton
Walmart and hospital. All appli-
ances, great kitchen, finished
basement, double garage,
many updates. No pets, no
smoking. $1200 + deposit.
Phone Roger 620-327-4422 for
appt. 

St. Luke Living Center

*CMA - Day/Evening
Shifts: PRN

*Registered Nurse -
Evening Shift; 
12-hour shifts; 

Part-time or Full-time
Contact:

Janet Herzet, Aging
Services Director, 

620-382-2177, ext. 354
Apply online at:

www.slhmarion.org

19.99/mo. for DIRECTV - HD Channels +
Genie HD DVR + 3 months FREE HBO,
SHOW, MAX & STARZ + FREE NFL Sunday
Ticket! Call Now 1-888-552-7314 (MCN)
DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/mo. FREE In-
stallation. FREE 3 months of HBO SHOW-
TIME CINEMAX, STARZ. FREE HD/DVR
Upgrade! 2015 NFL Sunday Ticket Included
(Select Packages) New Customers Only.
CALL 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)
DISH NETWORK - Get MORE for LESS!
Starting $19.99/month (for 12 months).
PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast Internet for
$15 more/month). 
CALL Now 1-800-390-3140 (MCN)
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-800-442-5148 (MCN)
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)
HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SEC-
ONDS. Don't wait!  Protect your family,
your home, your assets NOW for as little
as 70¢ a day! Call 855-614-5579 (MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
Join us in Texas! Would you like to get
away from the cold snowy winters? Why
not hook up your RV and come on down
to J-5 in Mission, TX. We are a small park
with a country setting yet we have lots of
shopping nearby. Lots of activities in the
park. We have specials for 1st time resi-
dents. Call us at 956-682-7495 or 515-229-
1540 or email us at tdtuttle@hotmail.com
(MCN)
Tired of the snow? Become a Winter Texan
where the sun meets the gulf. Over 100
RV resorts and retirement communities
for you to choose from. RV sites, fully fur-
nished rentals and more. For more infor-
mation visit www.rgvparks.org (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
1-800-283-0205 (MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW!  No paid op-
erators, just real people like you.  Browse
greetings, exchange messages and connect
live.  Try it free.  
Call now:  800-357-4970 (MCN)

KCAN
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CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Newton’s Tevin Berry puts up a shot against Salina Central last Friday. Berry finished with 25 points, two less than
his average. 

There’s no real secret
behind Tevin Berry’s
incredible start to the

season. It’s a simple formula
of putting up more shots in
the off season and staying in
shape.
The Newton senior is a

two-time all-league selec-
tion, and with 27 points per
game through four games,
he’s well on his way to an-
other all-league team.
“I just worked really hard

in the off season,” Berry
said. “I got stronger, put
up more shots.”
Now he’s taking more

shots in games to make
up for the youth of his
teammates. Berry does-
n’t view his tear as a hot
streak or a wave he’ll
ride until it’s over. The
way he sees it, his scor-
ing is out of necessity.
“We don’t have the

players we had last
year,” he said. “So I’m
going to have to do a lot
more scoring, especially
with this young team at
the start of the season. I
think once we get things
rolling, executing more
on offense, we’ll get more
players that can score.”
Right now, Newton has

three players on the roster
who have the potential of
dropping double digits, but
Berry has scored 48.4 per-
cent of Newton’s total points
through four games.
After Berry, there’s

Nathan Ahrens and Malik
McKinney. In the third
quarter last Friday against
Salina Central, Berry scored
just two points, but Newton
put up 20 in the quarter.
Ahrens caught fire in the

third when he hit four three
pointers and McKinney got
in on it when he nailed a
half-court buzzer beater
that sent Ravencroft Gym
into a frenzy.
“Nathan, he’s a really

good scorer. Cailen can
knock down a few shots,
Malik can knock down a few
shots,” Berry said. “I know
we have other people on the
team that can score, it’s just
that everybody is not used
to playing varsity right now.
We have such a young
team.”
It was Berry, however,

who took over in the fourth

quarter with 12 points,
nearly half of his 25 on the
night
When Berry talks about

his hot start, it’s almost
matter-of-fact. He knew he
put in the off season work
and had the talent, but not
even head coach Andy Pre-
ston expected the tear he’s
on.
“Tevin’s an all-league

player; he’s a three-year
starter. He’s someone we
were going to lean on, but I
couldn’t tell you he was
going to score 25 a game,”

Preston said. “I’ll be honest,
we run a lot of stuff for him,
and teams know that, but
what got him going in the
second half was he didn’t
settle for jump shots. He got
to the hole.”
Many scorers think that

they have to do all their
scoring from beyond the arc,
which is something Berry
can do with his eight three
pointers on the year.
Preston recognized that

his team did not take the
best shots in the first half
against Salina Central,
Berry included. But despite
trailing by nearly 20 points
in the third quarter, the
Railers put their heads
down and dug in their
heels.
“What I love about

Tevin is that he plays so
hard,” Preston said. “He
exemplifies what most of,
well, not most, what all of
our guys do with how
hard he plays. With four
fouls, he did a great job
not fouling out of that
game.”
Berry and McKinney

both played with four
fouls for much of the
fourth quarter, but nei-
ther fouled out. 
Newton played smart,

tough basketball in the
second half despite its poor
first half. Berry learned
quite a bit about his team in
the final 16 minutes against
Salina Central.
“Even though we are

young, we do have kids that
aren’t going to give up, even
if we’re down 20. I like to
see the fight in my team-
mates,” Berry said. “They
don’t get discouraged at all,
and they just kept playing
hard. We kept playing, kept
playing. We cut it down to
six or seven; we were still in
the game.”

Berry takes hot start
with grain of salt

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

“What I love
about Tevin is
that he plays so
hard.”  

Newton head coach
Andy Preston

Newton bounced back from a
rough dual against Derby last
Thursday and came away with a
fourth-place finish with 97.5
points at the Douglass tourna-
ment on Saturday. Wichita South
took home the championship of
the 65th annual Goodwill Tour-
nament with 156 points.
Six Railers finished in the top

four, led by Logan Treaster at
113 pounds. 
Treaster spent less than a

minute on the mat in his first
two matches with pins in 15 and
38 seconds. He improved his
record to 10-0 and took home the
tournament title with a win over
Wichita South’s Dallas Wilson. In
the latest rankings released on
Tuesday, Wilson holds the top
spot in 6A at 113 pounds.
The heavyweights came up big

for Newton. Both Cristian Diaz
at 220 pounds and Morgan Mur-
phy at 285 took home second
place finishes.
Diaz won his first two matches

by pin but couldn’t finish it off
when he lost 3-1 to Wichita
South’s Kasden Arehart, 6A’s No.
2 wrestler at 220. Diaz is now 9-1
on the year.

Murphy’s day went much the
same as he won his first two
matches by pin and lost his last
match by pin to South’s Jeremiah
Napier, 6A’s fourth-ranked
wrestler at 285.
Trevor Pryor moved to 4-1 on

the year with three pins and a
loss by decision at Douglass. He
took down Eisenhower’s Collin
Dwornicki early in the second pe-
riod for the bronze.
At 195 pounds, Cyle Gautshi

when 2-2 at the tournament to
move to 7-4 on the year. South’s
Tyrekus Birch pinned Gautshi in
the third place match. Birch is
the sixth-ranked wrestler in 6A
at 195 pounds.
Preston Craig improved to 4-8

on the year with a fourth-place
finish at 126. He opened the tour-
nament with a loss and won his
next two matches by decision and
was pinned in the third place
match.
The showing at Douglass was

good enough for Newton to enter
the rankings for the first time
this season at the No. 10 spot in
5A. The Railers finished fifth in
the state last season. Head coach
Tommy Edgmon feels confident
that once his wrestlers get
healthy, Newton will improve.
Goddard sits atop the rankings

as Ark City is No. 2, and Mill
Valley is ranked No. 3.

Railers finish fourth
at Douglass, ranked
10th in Class 5A

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com
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Logan Treaster wins at last Thursday’s dual against Derby. Treaster is 10-0 and ranked
No. 1 in 5A at 113 pounds.

The Newton swimmers turned
in yet another great meet last
Friday, taking home the top spot
at the El Dorado Invitational. 
The Railers racked up a whop-

ping 505 points to leave the eight-
team field in the dust. Derby
finished second with 424 points,
and Winfield finished third with
404.
The win marked Newton’s sec-

ond of the year in only three
meets. The Railers finished sec-
ond at the Maize Invitational.
Shawn Bontrager and Adam

Ford got the Railers off to a solid
start when they finished third
and fifth, respectively, in diving.
The finishes scored Newton 30
points and put the team in second
place after the opening event.
It was business as usual from

there.
Newton turned in state-qualify-

ing times in seven of 12 events,
including all three relays. The
200 yard freestyle relay team of
Joey Perales, Ryan Hirsh,
Quentin Dickey, and Ford cut
nearly a half second off their time
and finished fourth in 1 minute,

39.10 seconds. The relay scored
30 points.
The 200 medley relay team of

Hirsh, Shaedon Wedel, Ethan
Torres, and Sam Berends sliced
more than two seconds off their
best time for a second place finish
with a time of 1:49.25. The finish
raked in another 34 points for the
Railers.
The 400 freestyle relay of

Wedel, Ford, Dickey, and Berends
cut almost five full seconds off
their time with a second place fin-
ish in 3:40.75. Newton gained an-
other 34 points from the
performance.
Torres took home gold in the

100 backstroke with a time of
1:00.59. He qualified for the state
championships.
Wedel also qualified for state in

the 200 individual medley with a
second-place time of 2:14.32.
Berends cut time in the 50
freestyle to improve his already-
state qualifying time to 23.78 sec-
onds. He finished third in the
event.
Hirsh also qualified in the 100

breaststroke with a third-place
time of 1:10.43.
Newton swimming will not

compete again until Thursday,
Jan. 7, and that meet will be at
home.

Newton swimmers continue hot start
BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com
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Shaedon Wedel swims in the 100 butterfly at the Maize Invitational. Head coach Kim-
berly Powell said that Wedel is a leader on the team.
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Last week, No. 4 Iowa State beat
Iowa in a big rivalry game.
The Iowa State beat reporter for the

“Des Moines Register” tried to get out
of the way of the court storming that
was about to take place.
In the process, he locked legs with

someone and suffered a compound frac-
ture in one of his legs. 
The initial reports were that he was

trampled by the onslaught of humanity
that was the Iowa State student sec-
tion. Then, upon a look at a wide-angle
video, it shows he fell down and was at-
tended to immediately.
People lost their minds over this,

calling for the banning of court storm-
ings and that the school should be fined
and forced to apologize.
First thing’s first: a forced apology is

not an apology. People just wanted that
to lie to themselves and feel better.
But the question remains: should

court stormings get the boot?
My answer is a definite no. Court

and field stormings are such a charm to
college sports. Where else are you going
to see fans seriously endanger the
health and safety of their favorite
teams? Not in the pros, not in high
school. So, college it is. 
It’s a great way to celebrate a sur-

prising win with classmates and ath-
letes who represent your school.
Surprising is the key word in that last
sentence. 
Iowa State is currently the No. 4

team in the nation, and the Hawkeyes
are unranked. Come on, Cyclones. I
would say they’re better than that, but
let’s be real.
Court stormings have a time and

place, and when you’re the fourth-
ranked team, you don’t get to storm the
court. Ever. And Iowa State won at
home. 
So to recap the details here: Iowa

State, NCAA basketball’s fourth-best
team, beat unranked rival Iowa by one
point at Hilton Coliseum in Ames,
Iowa. This begs another question: why?
Why storm the court? It makes no

sense to me.
My high school principal explained it

to me like this: you can storm the court
when you win and don’t expect to win.

We always expect to win, therefore we
won’t storm the court.
Fair enough, Mr. McClendon.
Refer back to earlier when I said sur-

prising. If a win is surprising, by all
means, storm that court to your little
heart’s desire. I was even OK with it
when the Kansas State students
stormed the court last year against
Kansas. 
That was a surprising win for the

Wildcats. I was not OK with it when
that 125-pound kid gave Jamari Tray-
lor a hard shoulder. Adam and I talked
about that. What if Traylor had reacted
negatively and taken a swing? He
would have been suspended, forced to
apologize, and labeled as a thug. Luck-
ily, he took the high road and contin-
ued into the locker room.
So to me, there’s one specific place

for it, and many court-stormers don’t
understand that moment. Do schools
and conferences need to write rules for
the unwritten rules? Apparently they
do, because college students don’t seem
to quite understand that any close win
constitutes a court storm, especially if
the No. 4 team in the nation wins at
home.
I’m not one of those writers or talk-

ing heads who gets real fired up over
this topic. There are much more impor-
tant issues in our world that deserve to
get fired up about. I don’t think schools
should be fined or reprimanded, but I
do think college students need to un-
derstand that there’s a fine line be-
tween celebration and stupidity.

Clint Harden is the Sports Editor at
Newton Now. He can be reached at

clint@harveycountynow.com

For the Newton volley-
ball and girls basketball
teams, the beginning of
the seasons seems to be
the toughest. 
In the fall, the volley-

ball team opened with a
tournament champi-
onship. The Railers beat
six teams, three of which
were ranked in the state.
They opened the season
with a win over the
fourth-ranked McPherson
Bullpups and then beat
Goddard Eisenhower and
Derby.
Through four games

this winter, the Railers
have seen the same high-
caliber opponents as they
did in volleyball.
Newton faced Garden

City and Manhattan at
the Hays Tournament to
open the year, and both
teams were ranked at the
time. It faced Hays in the
third-place game, and the
Indians look to be a sur-
prising team.
Then, last Friday, the

Railers faced top-10 foe
Salina Central. That
makes three ranked oppo-
nents in four games.
“When we went to

Hays, that’s just the way
the bracket fell,” said
head girls basketball
coach Randy Jordan.
“That’s just the way it
played out, really. Every
night is going to be a bat-
tle in our league.”
Just as it was in volley-

ball, the AVCTL is consis-
tently one of the toughest
leagues in Kansas. 
The tough schedule

helps prepare the team for
the sub-state tournament,
but Newton’s state quali-
fying tournament is no
stroll. Of the eight teams
in the sub-state, five of
them are ranked in 5A’s
top 10.
“[Our schedule] is going

to help us a lot,” Jordan

said. “The problem is that
our sub-state is brutal.
We’ve got Heights in
there, and us, and Cen-
tral, and Emporia, all
ranked. It’s going to be
tough coming out of that.”
Jordan didn’t mention

that Kapaun will pay a
visit to Newton when
March rolls around. An-
dover and Valley Center
fill out the rest of the
field.
Newton fell to Salina

Central 44-41 last Friday
and won’t face the Mus-
tangs again until Feb. 5. 
Jordan felt frustrated

after the loss because of
“bone-headed plays.”
Newton had to fight

back after trailing by
eight points on two differ-
ent occasions and led by
two with less than a
minute left. Central hit a
three to take the lead and
Newton couldn’t score
again.
“These kind of losses

hurt us, because of sub-
state seeding. When you
really want to stay away
from the one seed or you
want to be a one seed,”
Jordan said. “These kind
of losses come back at the
end of the year and hurt
us. We have to come out of
this and go on a run.”
It’s a situation the Rail-

ers might have to get used

to as the season pro-
gresses. They face solid
opponents throughout,
and because Newton has
been one of the top teams
in the AVCTL for years,
the girls constantly wear
a target.
Jordan isn’t too worried

about that.
“The good thing is,

we’re just going to keep
getting better,” he said.
Newton’s youth has

shown through four
games that this team’s po-
tential is through the roof.
With one senior on the
roster, the Railers have
competed in every game,
and the tough scheduling
to start the year will only
benefit later this season
and in years to come.
With sophomore con-

tributors Taylor
Antonowich and Kyndal
Bacon, coupled with fresh-
man DesiRay Kernal, the
tough competition devel-
ops thick skin early.
“I’m really happy for

[Kernal],” Jordan said
about the freshman who
scored 16 points on Fri-
day. “I’ve seen it in prac-
tice, so I knew it was
there.”
Newton will face Salina

South on Tuesday, Dec.
15, then Goddard on Dec.
18—its final game before
winter break.  

Colleges need to follow the unwritten
rules of storming the home court

HARD COUNT

CLINT HARDEN

Want more from Clint? 
Check out harveycountynow.com for game updates!

PHOTOS BY CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Megan Akers guards an in-bounds pass against Salina Central. Akers was a staple on the volleyball team
and now starts on the basketball team.

Newton girls consistently
stand up to tough schedules

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

Newton’s Kyndal Bacon retrieves a ball after an attempted steal by
Salina Central. Bacon, one of Newton’s young contributors, has taken
the lead role as point guard early in the season.

Berean had a fairly easy day on the
court last Friday. Both boys and girls
teams traveled to Marion for the Marion
Tournament and both faced Peabody-
Burns.
On the girls’ side, the Warriors en-

sured a one-sided affair early, jumping
out to a 14-0 first quarter lead. Berean
led 23-4 at halftime.
Peabody-Burns didn’t score the entire

second half as Berean ran away with a
44-4 victory. Ashtyn Wiebe, Megan Hen-
drickson, Meghan Dunn, and Amanda
Harder all finished with eight points.
Harder pulled down eight rebounds.
Peabody-Burns shot 5.5 percent from

the field.
The boys more than doubled up

Peabody-Burns for the 55-27 win.
Braden Wiebe led all scorers with 18
points. He also finished with two as-
sists and just one turnover. Colton
Leinbach dropped 12 points in the win
with six rebounds, two assists, and two
steals.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

Berean girls, boys win at Peabody



Page 12      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now     December 17, 2015SPORTS

Storage Units Available 
12x40 RV and Mini Storage

101 West Hwy 50 • 316-217-3305
jsmitch73@hotmail.com

Reserve Your Unit NOW!

Securestore50.com

  
  

  
  

  
  

Home Insurance 
Tailored For You.

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

606 N. Main, Newton • 316-283-2210
info@faithandlifebookstore.com

Jennifer Ebenhack

A story of deadends turned
to miracles  of desperation
turned to peace. Though
your story may differ, this is
the story of all our lives:
reaching the end of our-
selves to find that God
alone is our hope and the
mover of mountains.

Saturday, Dec. 19
1:00-3:00 pm

A memoir of adoption, faith
& the moving of Haiti’s

mountains

Bethel head basket-
ball coach Tony Hoops
said last week that his
guys were not playing
bad basketball. Instead,
the Threshers try to find
different ways to win.
They headed up to Ot-

tawa last Saturday to
try to make it three wins
in a row after two wins
over St. Mary and an
upset victory at South-
western. Bethel couldn’t
keep it going at Ottawa
in a 72-66 loss.
The Threshers carried

a two-point lead into
halftime and led by as
many as eight in the sec-
ond half. With nine min-
utes left, the Braves
took the lead and didn’t
give it back.
Bethel’s Deven Good-

win put the Threshers
within one point at 67-
66 with just 20 seconds
left, but Ottawa hit its
free throws late to ice
the game.
Goodwin led his team

with 16 points, and
Austin Mitchell added
10. Rayjon Craig fin-
ished three points shy of
a double-double with
seven points and a
game-high 13 rebounds. 
Kansas Wesleyan was

too much for the Thresh-
ers on Tuesday night in
a 71-63 loss at Thresher
Gym. 
Jenson Kingsley led

the way for Bethel with
16 points. Rayjon Craig

scored 13 points and
grabbed seven rebounds.
Jacob Miller tacked on
12 points and pulled
down seven rebounds.
The loss placed Bethel

squarely in ninth place
in the KCAC standings
with a 2-5 conference
record. The Threshers
are 2-12 overall and 2-2
in their last four games.
The Bethel women

went to Ottawa riding a
three-game win streak
but couldn’t keep the
momentum moving for-
ward Saturday after-
noon in a 68-57 loss.
In that span, the

Threshers took down St.
Mary, Southwestern,
and Central Christian.
Bethel’s Lauren Ulrich

tied the game with 3:30
left in the fourth quar-
ter, but the Braves
pulled away for the 11-
point win. Ulrich led her
team with 12 points in
more than 36 minutes on
the floor. She also fin-
ished with five assists.
Elise Gerlach tacked on
11 points in the loss.
Then on Tuesday

night, Kansas Wesleyan
paid Bethel a visit and
although the Threshers
put up a fight, the Coy-
otes came away with the
64-55 win. Ulrich again
led Bethel with 16
points and five assists.
Kylee Schunn added 10
points.
Bethel is now 2-5 in

the KCAC and 3-7 over-
all. The Threshers are
now in a three-way tie
for tenth in the confer-
ence.

Ottawa ends
Bethel b-ball
win streaks

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com
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Deven Goodwin drives to the basket against St. Mary on Dec. 3.
Goodwin led the Threshers with 16 points in a 72-66 loss at Ottawa
on Saturday, Dec. 12. 

Newton is off to a solid
start to the year and
hopes to keep that up Fri-
day night at Goddard.
On the boys’ side, the

Railers have ridden the
roaring fire that is Tevin
Berry. Through four
games, Berry scored 48.4
percent of Newton’s entire
point total.
Newton has found other

sources, though. Nathan
Ahrens dropped 24 points
on Thomas More Prep at
the season-opening Hays
City Shootout, then scored
another 17 on five three
pointers against Salina
Central last Friday night.
Malik McKinney has a

knack for driving to the
basket and drawing a foul
and raking in points at
the free throw line. His
breakout came against
Central with an 18-point
burst.
But that’s in the past.

Friday night, the Railers
will go to Goddard to face
a team that’s in much the
same position as Newton.
The Lions and Railers

both have a boatload of
youth, but the difference
is that Goddard has two
sophomores on the varsity
squad who saw starting
time last season. Newton
has a lot of young players
but few who have seen
much of the varsity floor. 
Berry is Newton’s most

consistent player, but if he
continues to get double
and triple teamed, the
Railers will eventually
have to find someone to
put the ball in the hoop. 
Enter Ahrens and McK-

inney. Ahrens is a sniper
from beyond the arc. He’s
hit five threes in two
games this season, once
against Thomas More
Prep and again when Cen-
tral came to town. If he
can get hot and find some
consistency with his shoot-
ing, Newton could be a
sleeper that surprises
teams for the rest of the
season. 
Goddard’s Bryant Mo-

caby, a 6-foot-4 sophomore
forward, led the Lions in
scoring last season. He
and Ian McSwain are the
two sophomores who saw
starting time in 2014-15.
Put those two with
cousins Luke and Tate
Vang, and suddenly there
are four guys who have ex-
perience playing together.
For the girls, it’s much

like looking in a mirror—
physically, at least. On
the experience side, God-
dard has Newton

trumped. 
Of Newton’s five main

starters, three of them are
underclassmen. Taylor
Antonowich and Kyndal
Bacon are sophomores,
and DesiRay Kernal is a
freshman. They may be
underclassmen, but they
are big contributors for
Newton. Junior Megan
Akers and senior Payton
Roberts provide the size
down low.
Newton’s strength is its

ability to have multiple
scorers, which means the

Railers never have to de-
pend on one player to
score.
Goddard finished last

season 12-9 and return
four starting seniors. Al-
though the Railers have
just one senior in Roberts,
both teams have the size
to compete with one an-
other.
The Lions, coached by

Kevin Hackerott, won just
five games two seasons
ago but put together 12
wins last year. Now that
they have four seniors on

the floor, Goddard has the
ingredients to make a run
all the way through sub-
state. 
Tuesday night’s 34-24

win over No. 10 Valley
Center put Goddard at 4-0
on the year and put the
state on notice. Newton
took down Salina South
39-30 to improve to 3-2, so
Friday will likely be a
tight one.
The girls play first at

Goddard at 6 p.m., and
the boys will tip off after
at 7:30.

Goddard a tough match up for Railers
BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com
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Malik McKinney puts up a shot against Salina Central. McKinney scored 18 points in the loss.

PHOTOS BY JANAE REMPEL/NEWTON NOW
Above: Berean’s Braden Wiebe sinks two of his 18 points to put the
Warriors up 34-17. He was fouled on the play but missed the free throw.
Right: Berean’s Mallory Wiebe goes up for a shot against Peabody-
Burns in the Marion Tournament. Wiebe scored four points and pulled
down five rebounds in the Warriors’ 44-4 win over Peabody-Burns.

Berean in action



If heating and cooling
bills start getting high,
people can perhaps dig a
few holes in the ground. 
Geothermal heating

has been around since ba-
sically the ice age but in
recent years has emerged
as a green and cost effec-
tive way of heating and
cooling homes or build-
ings. 
Locally, the Harvey

County Court House, as
well as the historical
Hoag House on Broadway
and Plum switched over
to the systems. 
Systems locally, don't

quite work how one
might imagine. Kansas
isn't exactly a hub of ge-
othermal hotspots, like
Iceland or Yellowstone
National Park. 
Instead, systems use

long pipe systems and
the ground as a way to
store and heating and
cooling from the ground. 
Simplified, while

Kansas air temperatures
vary from 100 degrees to
below zero, the ground
below the surface re-
mains a relatively con-
stant temperature. A
geothermal system draws
from that constant, con-
densing the cool from the
ground in the summer
and pulling the heat from
the ground in the winter. 
To do so, the systems

utilize hundreds of feet of
pipes drilled deep into

the Earth or placed in a
long grid system feet be-
neath the surface. 
Water is pumped

through the pipes and in
closed systems often
treated with chemicals to
keep bacteria and fungus
from growing. 
Harvey County Assis-

tant Administrator An-
thony Swartzendruber
said the systems help
save money on mainte-
nance as well as utilities. 

Drawing on existing
heat and cooling from the
ground works better than
trying to cool down 95 de-
gree air, for instance, or
heating air up when it's
below zero outside. 
“We could have basi-

cally upgraded our exist-
ing system,”
Swartzendruber said. “It
wouldn't have cost as
much, but over the next
15 to 20 years our main-
tenance costs would have

been higher than what it
would have been in this
system.”
The system is part of a

$3.9 million efficiency up-
grade that the Harvey
County Courthouse build-
ing has been undergoing.
The final touches on the
upgrade go in place this
week. 
With the energy sav-

ings from the upgrade,
the project will pay for it-
self in 29 years,
Swartzendruber said. 
The geothermal system

as well as other HVAC
upgrades cost around
$2.3 million. 
The county drilled 47,

350-foot deep wells in the
front of the courthouse
and installed piping. The
piping circulates into the
buildings basement and
is connected to around 55
heat pumps installed in
the ceilings enabling spe-
cific temperature adjust-
ments. 
While Swartzendruber

didn't have specific en-
ergy savings numbers
yet, he did say it had
greatly improved condi-
tions in the building. 
“For one, we have con-

trol over our tempera-
ture, which wasn't the
case in the past,” he said.
“Two, the air turnover of
the building is better
now. Areas don't get stag-
nant. The biggest differ-
ence is that people have
control over individual
spaces.”
The building still in-

cludes a cooling tower
and boiler in case the sys-
tem needs a bit of help
during extreme tempera-
tures. 
For Orvin and Janet

Voth, their system en-
ables them to heat and
cool their home, with
minimal intrusion caused
by more conventional
HVAC means. 
The home, built in

1885 by E.H. Hoag, sits
on the National and
Local Historic Registry.
“If we were ever to air-

condition the house, it
would have to be geother-
mal,” Orvin said. “Other-
wise we'd have to do like
a lot of people in old
homes do—you just stick
it out.”
Orvin added that the

geothermal system, since
much of it is under-
ground and less intru-
sive, preserves the
house's look both inside
and outside.
The couple had six

holes in their yard drilled
at 250 feet and two
drilled at 200 feet. Their

system is closed and runs
into the building’s base-
ment. It also includes an
auxiliary loop if they
choose to expand it to a
future storage shed or
building on the property. 
The Voths made sure

any ductwork and piping
were installed in specific
areas of the home to
avoid damaging the or-
nate and original parquet
floors of the house. 
The federal govern-

ment also provides
grants for installing geot-
hermal systems since
they are more energy ef-
ficient and environmen-
tally friendly. 
Orvin didn't think the

upgrade would pay for it-
self, as they went without
air conditioning anyway

and the savings they got
heating their home would
pay for the cooling in the
summer. 
The couple has lived in

the home for 43 years
without air conditioning,
something that Orvin, a
farmer, said he was used
to. 
“The heat doesn't

bother me,” he said. “The
cold doesn't bother me.
You just wear more
clothes or less clothes.”
He said as he and his

wife grow older, air con-
ditioning and keeping the
house cool will become a
health and safety issue,
as heat affects the elderly
more. 
“I'm thinking man; I'm

already getting there,” he
said. 
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BUSINESS/REAL ESTATE

Patrick Charlsen

Family Owned, Locally Operated, Customer Valued

800-279-8207 / 316-804-4946
ww.charlseninsurance.com

1023 Washington Road, Suite 100 • Newton, KS 67114
316.283.8190 • 800.827.8190 • www.parsonswealthmanagement.com

Crystal Miller, Branch Manager
620-200-0840

614 N. Main St. Suite B • Newton, KS 67114
www.MillerMortgagePro.com

NMLS 1142776     Kansas Licensed Mortgage Company #SL0000524

Make the Rest of  Your Life the Best of Your Life
Reverse Mortgages are Insured by the U.S. Federal Government

Financing a Fixer-upper?
Purchase & rehab all in one FHA Loan.

For the house that’s almost perfect, we have the perfect 
solution. Our renovation mortgage, a mortgage 

and home improvement loan all in one.

* Remodel the kitchen and/or bath 
* Renovate or add a room
* Replace a leaky roof  
* Conserve energy with new 

windows and/ or siding 
* Plus much more!

3.5% Down Payment

Flexible credit qualifying

Purchase or Refinance

1-4 unit properties 
owner-occupied only

Stan Brodhagen
316-283-8441

Wade Brubacher
316-772-0907

Amanda Buffalo
316-680-9735

Daryl Cooper
316-288-0352

Sindy Dick
316-258-7387

Kati Harper
316-288-1856

Gary Hill
316-284-1198

Sharon Hudson
316-772-8407

Tiffany Jenkins
417-274-2383

Angie Lintecum
316-217-3909

Twila Lockaby
316-215-1184

Robin Metzler
316-258-9155

Maggie Morgan
316-284-4000

Chris Roth
620-327-8888

Ian van Der Weg
316-258-1583

Paul Washburn
316-283-8884

615 N. Main, Newton
316-282-2600

www.NewtonAreaListings.com

Harder Family
Construction

Building in Sand Creek Station, 
Stone Creek Estates, Newton & 
surrounding cities & counties.

bbuuiillddiinngg 
eenneerrggyy 

eeffffiicciieenntt
hhoommeess

NNeeww hhoommee ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn ssiinnccee 11997744 

Bringing people 
to their Home 

for the Holidays

Newton North • 316.283.3035    Newton South • 316.283.7478
Goessel • 620.367.2264    Hesston • 620.327.4941

NMLS #: 791580

Call one of our mortgage 
specialists to find your new home!

Shelley Black
Newton North

sblack@thecsb.com 
NMLS: 801179

Lori Frazer
Hesston

lfrazer@thecsb.com
NMLS: 801177

Peggy Jay
Goessel

pjay@thecsb.com
NMLS: 801178

Jennifer Driskill
Newton South

jdriskill@thecsb.com
NMLS: 944963

PHOTOS BY ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Janet and Orvin Voth look out over their yard. The digging for the project does mean that their lawn will have
to be replanted. 

Geothermal provides
alternative heating
and cooling methods

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Orvin Voth shows some of the interior pipe work of the geothermal sys-
tem installed in their home. 

Stefanie Hayes, MHA, CMPE,
vice president of Physician Services
at Newton Medical Center, earned
the professional designation of Cer-
tified Medical Practice Executive
(CMPE) by the American College of

Medical Practice Executives, the
certification entity of the Medical
Group Management Association
(MGMA).
“We are proud of Stefanie for this

achievement,” said Steve Kelly,
president and chief executive offi-
cer, Newton Medical Center. “It ex-

emplifies Stefanie’s commitment to
excellence, and her leadership is an
asset to the Newton Medical Center
team.”
The designation of CMPE demon-

strates that Hayes has achieved
board certification in medical prac-
tice management.

Stefanie Hayes receives certification
FOR NEWTON NOW

www.HarveyCountyNow.com
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Look closely at the shapes that make this 
snowman. Complete the graph by coloring 
in one space for each shape you find.

Circle the two identical scarves.

Is the weather outside frightful? Look 
through the newspaper for words describing 
cold winter weather. Now write an essay 
about a winter storm that includes a 
description of the weather using those words.
Standards Link: Writing: Write stories using descriptive details.

Pretend you are Santa Claus 
and have a special memory. 
Write a paragraph describing 

that memory.

Pretend Santa has to 
buy unique presents 

using the ads in 
your newspaper. 
Select a gift for 

everyone in your 
class using ads in the 
paper. Don’t spend 
more than $500.

How many 
candy canes 
can you find 
on this page 

in one 
minute? 
Have a 

friend try. 
Who found 

more?

Yikes! This snowman needs to hop 
back to the large iceberg fast! Only  
the chunks of ice that add up to 
exactly 21 can keep him from sinking.
Use your math skills to save him!

Standards Link: Math / 
Number Sense: Solve 

addition problems using 
money amounts.

Soak the jar in warm 
water to remove the 
label and glue gunk. 

Dry completely.

Stu� the jar with 
cotton balls or 

�ber�ll.

Slip two buttons 
between the side of 
the jar and the �lling 

for the snowman’s 
buttons.

square star rectangle triangle circle

large plastic jar 
with lid

cotton balls 
or �ber�ll orange felt scrap

STUFF YOU’LL NEED:

four buttons

pom-pom for hat

two twigs
white glue

masking tape

scissors

Slip two buttons 
between the side of 
the jar and the �lling 

for the snowman’s 
eyes.

Cut a triangle nose 
from the orange felt 
scrap and slide into 

place. Slip in the 
twig arms next.

Use masking tape to 
stick a pom-pom on 
the jar’s lid to make a 

ski hat.

FRACTIONS
HOLIDAY
SNOWMAN
BUTTONS
COTTON
SQUARE
UNIQUE
COCOA
CANDY
SHAPE
GRAPH
NOSE
TWIG
STAR
JARS

A
B
W
O
O
B
C
N
Q

P
C
U
T
L
S
O
O
U

H
A
O
T
E
I
E
W
A

S
A
D
O
T
U
D
M
R

T
H
P
C
Q
O
I
A
E

A
C
A
I
R
N
N
N
Y

R
R
N
P
J
A
R
S
G

F
U
B
G
E
N
F
U
O

G
G
B
L
C
A
N
D
Y

R
I
H
N
N
O
M
S
S

The adjective unique 
means being the only one 

of its kind.

This week’s word:
UNIQUE

Try to use the word unique
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Everyone has a unique 
set of fingerprints.

Wrap a construction paper 
scarf around the middle 
and hot glue it in place.

5.

Put a large blob of hot glue 
on the lid of the lower jar 
to stick the jars together.

4.

Paint the top lid black. 
Glue on a curled strip of 
black construction paper to 
form his top hat.

3.

Use permanent markers 
to draw a snowman face 
on the top jar and buttons 
on the bottom jar.

2.

Fill one clean baby food 
jar with hot cocoa mix. 
Fill another one with mini 
marshmallows.

1.

glue

Color half of these snowflakes green.

Color one third of these 
snowflakes red.

Color three quarters 
of these snowflakes 

purple.

P
a
WWANSWER: Stand a little closer to 

the fireplace.

Kid Scoop is made possible by these sponsors: 

If you like this feature and would like it each week, consider 
subscribing to this newspaper, which provides Kid Scoop to 

requesting classrooms free of charge.
harveycountynow.com/newtonnow

712 N. Main • Newton
316.284.0390

www.EAULILY.com

Open Sunday
afternoons in

December.

Gifts & Toys 
for all ages.

Some 
handmade, 

all well made!
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