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A foreign exchange student prevented a burglary
and forced the suspect out of his host family's home
early Wednesday morning in Newton.

Lisa Moore, assistant principal
at Newton High School, said at
5:36 a.m., a man entered her
home, near 12th Street and
Meridian Road, through an open
garage door. He then entered the
room of the exchange student her
family is hosting, Vladimir Ko-
privica, a 17-year-old from Mon-
tenegro. The man, wearing a
headlamp, asked Koprivica for
his wallet to which he responded
that he wanted to sleep.

“First when he woke me up, I
thought someone was messing around with me,” Ko-
privica said.

Again the suspect asked for his wallet, and Kopriv-
ica said he wanted to sleep.

The suspect continued to ask for Koprivica's wallet
and search around through his stuff.

Koprivica said he realized it wasn't a joke or a

Foreign exchange
student thwarts
would-be burglar

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Tony Martinez stands on his front porch Monday night next to Santa Claus. 

MARTINEZ COUPLE LIGHTS UP NEWTON

Lights, camera, action

Late one night, Tony
and Sophi Martinez
noticed a van

parked outside their New-
ton home, which made
them nervous.

Tony went up to the
van and talked to the
man in it. The man told
Tony they were from
Hutchinson, his wife was
dying. She just wanted
the chance to see the
Christmas lights at the
Martinez home. 

The Martinez home
near High and Seventh
streets has gained quite a
reputation regionally for
its holiday decorations.

As Christmas ap-
proaches, cars slowly
drive by their home some-
times from both direc-
tions, to look at the

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

The Tony and Sophi Martinez home is aglow Monday night. 

“There's always a story to whatever we have
out in the yard.” 

- Tony Martinez See LIGHTS / 10

Everyone loves to hate on trains
or, specifically, waiting on trains.
They make the town late.

But what happens when there's
an emergency?

When responding to a short stand

off in Newton, a train blocked some
of law enforcement's path, leading
to confusion by motorists who were
one trying to get out of the way for
an emergency response vehicle but
didn't really have anywhere to go.

Lt. Scott Powell said there really
isn't anything people can do except

try to let vehicles through once the
train moves. 

The problem happens often for
police officers, Lt. Scott Powell of
the NPD said. He added that they
have no secret ways or tunnels to

What to do when trains delay emergency service
NEWTON NOW STAFF

See TRAINS / 6

Koprivica

See BURGLAR / 10

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Brenan Erb, a Bethel College senior, holds up a mouse pad and iPad
cover with the likeness of Boba Fett on them.

A New Hope sparks
for upcoming movie

A long, long time ago
(well, maybe only about
15 years ago) in a galaxy
far, far way (well, in this
galaxy), Brenan Erb saw
his first “Star Wars”
movie. And now he's a big
fan—so much so that his
girlfriend, Lauren Ulrich,

made him a keychain of
Boba Fett.

She created it in the
small metals and jewelry
class at Bethel College. 

“I was way impressed
with it,” Erb said.

Erb also has other
“Star Wars” memorabilia,
including an iPad cover
and mouse pad with Mr.
Fett's likeness on them,
and a Fett pin he bought
at Downtown Disneyland.
He also still has the Lego

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

� Local looks forward to
new ‘Star Wars’ movie

See MOVIE / 10

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Bane eats near Mason LeManton, 3. 

“John” took Bane, a Malamute mix,
out one last time to run in a field be-
hind Caring Hands Humane Society
Monday afternoon, giving the dog com-
mands, like “sit” while the spring-like
temperatures in December and the
warm setting sun provided a pleasant
background.

When they were done, the teen took
the large dog with long legs and pierc-
ing blue eyes back into the humane so-
ciety to meet his adoptive family of
five, who were excited to get the dog.

John (whose name has been changed
to protect his identity) and Bane were

paired through the  Bringing Animals
and Residents Kloser (BARK) program,
which Caring Hands Humane Society
and Prairie View Inc. co-founded in
2011 to help at-risk teens and dogs. Be-
cause of a lack of funding, the program
was put on hold and recently is back
after a two-year hiatus.

John was one of four students in the
BARK program, and Bane was one of
four dogs. The other dogs were Tesla, a
Great Dane who was adopted; Duke, a
black lab/pit bull mix; and Kitana, a
chocolate lab.

BARK has a variety of benefits for
the at-risk teens, as well as for the
dogs up for adoption.

“Using animals in therapy is really

BARK program helps canines, teens
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See BARK / 10

Christmas home tours kick
off this weekend - Page 4

Meet the future owner of
Karen’s Kitchen - Page 3
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Alexander's 
Jewelry 
613 Main

1:00-4:00PM

Anderson 
Book and Office 
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627 N. Main
1:00-5:00PM

Eau Lily 
Boutique

712 N. Main 
1:00 - 4:00 PM

Faith and Life
Bookstore
606 N. Main
1:00-4:00PM

Gathered 
Goods

625 N. Main
1:00-4:00 PM

Grabers Ace
Hardware

208 W. Broadway  
12:00-5:00PM

Heritage Home 
Furnishings

200 W. Broadway 
1:00-4:00PM

Kitchen Corner
607 N. Main  
1:00-4:00PM

Main Street 
Company

611 N. Main  
1:00-4:00PM

Prairie 
Harvest

601 N. Main
1:00-4:00PM

Rohr 
Jewelry

505 N. Main
1:00-4:00PM

Sears of 
Newton

505 N. Poplar  
11:00-4:00PM

Moyo 
Clothing

615 N. Main
1:00-4:00PM

These Newton Stores 
Open These Hours 

EVERY SUNDAY 
Until Christmas! 

Free Carriage Rides 
Available From 2-4 PM

Register to
Win $100 in 

Chamber Checks
every Sunday until
Christmas at these 

participating stores.

IN NEWTON!

Hundreds attend Parade of Lights to kick off holiday season

Ike Jackson periodi-
cally squealed and
was generally excited

during the Parade of
Lights Thursday, Dec. 3,
in downtown Newton.

The 4-year-old was
given a cup in which to
put candy he collected
after those in the parade
flung them on the street
while eager children gath-
ered them up. Jackson,
who resides in Newton,
donned warm clothing,
like his sock-monkey hat,
as did hundreds of people
who came out to enjoy
floats and vehicles cov-
ered in lights, as well as
visits with Santa and re-
freshments.

The parade is spon-
sored by the Newton
Lions Club.

Most children seemed
happy to sit on Santa's
lap in the warm sur-
roundings of Mike's Rent
to Own downtown, while
just a few others were a
bit frightened. Some told
Santa what they wanted
for Christmas, while oth-
ers gave him a big hug.

Morgan Schneider, 4, of
Newton told Santa she
wants a Password Jour-
nal, although her mother,
Jamee Schneider, wasn't
sure what that was.

“Some kind of journal
you speak into,” Jamee
Schneider said. “She
knows better than I do.”

Another girl, Klaire
Davis, 10, told Santa
what she wanted for
Christmas in one sen-
tence—“I don't know,” she
said.

After a young man with
curly hair sat on his lap,
Santa said, “Boy, howdy,
you've been eating turkey
for Thanksgiving.”

To another girl, Abigail
Hulse, Santa said, “I al-
ready ate supper, and I
won't bite.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Santa talks to Morgan Schneider, 4, of Newton at Mike's Rent to Own. ABOVE LEFT: Children with St.
Mary's wave to those who came to watch the parade. LEFT MIDDLE: Rylee Hulse, right, laughs after Santa
said to her “I already ate supper, and I won't bite” following the Parade of Lights in downtown Newton. Also
with Santa are her siblings, James Hulse, left, and Abigail Hulse. Children could get their photos taken with
Santa at Mike's Rent to Own after the parade. LEFT: Ike Jackson, 4, of Newton is excited during the Parade
of Lights. 

Soup this good is no small ‘fajita’
Can someone please

explain to me
where the year

went?
I’ve been trying to wrap

my head around the fact
that we are now firmly in
December and the first se-
mester of the school year
is nearly over, but it just
doesn’t feel like it should
be time yet.

With the uptick in gath-
erings and activities,
though, I’m recognizing
that the holiday season is
most definitely upon us,
and as I spend time in the
kitchen making goodies or
special dishes, I have less
and less of a desire to
cook our normal meals.

That’s when my crock-
pot comes to the rescue
with a filling, delicious
and easy option. Crockpot
nights are the best nights.
It almost feels like some-
one else made dinner for
you.

My most recent success-
ful crockpot experiment
was a recipe for chicken
fajita soup from the blog
“The Recipe Critic.” You
can find the original at
       http://therecipecritic.com/
2014/11/slow-cooker-
chicken-fajita-soup/. I
changed the spice
amounts to suit our tastes
better.

Slow Cooker Chicken
Fajita Soup

Ingredients
1 pound boneless, skin-

less chicken breasts
2, 10.75-ounce cans of

cream of chicken soup

1 cup salsa (use your fa-
vorite kind)

2 cups frozen corn
15 ounces black beans,

drained and rinsed
1 1/2 cups water
2 teaspoons cumin
1 teaspoon cilantro (I

used fresh, but you can
use dried)

1 cup shredded cheese 
diced avocado (if de-

sired-for topping)
tortilla chips (if desired-

for topping)

Directions
Spray your crockpot

with non-stick spray and
set aside.

Put the chicken in the
bottom of the crockpot. 

In a bowl, whisk to-
gether the soup, salsa,

corn, beans, water, cumin
and cilantro, and then
pour the mixture over the
chicken.

Cook on low for four to
six hours.

About 15 to 20 minutes
before serving, remove the
chicken breasts, shred
them and then return
them to the crockpot.

Also add the cheese and
stir.

Once the cheese is
melted, the soup is ready
to serve, and is especially
delicious with some
crushed up tortilla chips
and chunks of fresh avo-
cado.

Joey and I were very
impressed with this
recipe. It was creamy and
filling, and to top it all off,
it was really easy to
make.

It’s probably time for
me to accept that Decem-
ber is upon us and jump
with both feet into the
holiday season, but I
think I’ll have another
bowl of soup first.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now. She

doesn’t claim to be an ex-
pert in the kitchen but

loves to try new recipes.
You can reach her at 

lindsey@clarionpaper.com

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Slow cooker chicken fajita soup is a good quick meal for when you’re too busy with other activities to cook this holiday season.



Christopher Young
grew up in a restaurant,
served, washed dishes,
cooked and managed
restaurants, and now
he'll possess his own. 

Young, of Newton, pur-
chased Karen's Kitchen
and will officially take
over Jan. 1. 

“I've been looking for a
location in Newton the
last six or seven years
since I arrived here,” he
said. “This has been a
lifelong dream.” 

The restaurant will
keep its name for the
time being, its staff and
its old menu, Young said. 

As time goes, he said
he'll offer different sand-
wiches and occasional en-
tertainment in the
evenings.

“Customer service is
going to be through the
roof,” he said. “More sides
to choose from like hum-
mus, broccoli salad and
fresh fruit. My specialty
items like chicken Caesar
salad, fattouch with
chicken salad and lettuce
wraps. I'm implementing
a fountain drink station,
also fresh brewed teas.” 

Young said he learned
much about running a
restaurant from his
mother.

Young's mother worked
as a manager at a Ryan's
Family Steak House.
Young said, at times, she
wouldn't have a babysit-
ter, so she'd bring him
along to work, where he
got a chance to learn
from her.

“My mom was a natu-
ral at customer service.
I'd be there watching reg-
ulars come in, and when
my mom wasn't working,
you wouldn't see their
faces there. So customer
service got instilled to me
early on,” he said. 

At 15, Young got his
start working as a
cashier at Grandy's after
fibbing about his age and

saying he was 16. He
worked in restaurants
after that, through col-
lege and eventually
worked his way up to
management with La-
Tour USA, which over-
sees Piccadilly, Bagatelle
Bakery and Olive Tree
restaurants. 

He then became re-
gional manager for Side
Pockets, a billiards-
themed restaurant chain.

“I'm very passionate
about this industry,” he
said of his move to own-
ing a restaurant. “It was
the do’s and don'ts that I
have learned. There's
been a lot of great people
that have been bad at
business, and I've had a
chance to learn from
that.”

Young originally hoped
to open a sports bar in
Newton but jumped at
the chance to buy
Karen's Kitchen. Young
said Karen Walton, pre-
vious owner of Karen's,
heard he was looking
around for a property,
and she offered it to him

to buy “after an interview
process.” 

Young might be a
newer face to the busi-
ness world, but his wife
Taylor's side of the fam-
ily has had businesses in
Newton, including Titus
Exteriors, and her grand-
father, Gene, ran a shoe
store in town. 

“We have two boys, and
I thought it would be cool
to get the business going
so they'd at least have a
chance to have it,” he
said. 

Young has a 5-year-old
and a 4-month-old child.

In the future, Young
hopes to do a bit of redec-
orating and remodeling
in the building, bringing
a similar motif like that
of The Anchor, a Wichita
restaurant and bar. He

also said he may apply
for a liquor license to
serve craft beer and
wine. 

He also said the menu
would feature the fresh-
est meat possible and lo-
cally made bread. Trivia,
acoustic music and po-
etry also could be occa-
sional events. 

But right now he said
he's focusing on main-
taining the existing cus-
tomer base and making
the transition as
smoothly as possible. 

“The first thing I
bought was her [Karen's]
carrot cake. I asked if we
could call it Karen's Car-
rot Cake. Over time, I'll
put my own touch in
here,” Young said.
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Broadway Colonial Funeral Home
and Monuments

Michael L. Hylton
Licensed Funeral Director

Monument Specialist
Pre-need counselor

Jackie S. Anderson
Licensed Funeral Director

Monument Specialist
Pre-need counselor

120 East Broadway    
Newton KS 67114

   Phone 316-283-4343
Fax 316-283-5460

broadwaycolonialfh.com
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dway   
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Bringing people 
to their Home 

for the Holidays

Newton North • 316.283.3035    Newton South • 316.283.7478
Goessel • 620.367.2264    Hesston • 620.327.4941

NMLS #: 791580

Call one of our mortgage 
specialists to find your new home!

Shelley Black
Newton North

sblack@thecsb.com 
NMLS: 801179

Lori Frazer
Hesston

lfrazer@thecsb.com
NMLS: 801177

Peggy Jay
Goessel

pjay@thecsb.com
NMLS: 801178

Jennifer Driskill
Newton South

jdriskill@thecsb.com
NMLS: 944963

Stan Brodhagen
316-283-8441

Wade Brubacher
316-772-0907

Amanda Buffalo
316-680-9735

Daryl Cooper
316-288-0352

Sindy Dick
316-258-7387

Kati Harper
316-288-1856

Gary Hill
316-284-1198

Sharon Hudson
316-772-8407

Tiffany Jenkins
417-274-2383

Angie Lintecum
316-217-3909

Twila Lockaby
316-215-1184

Robin Metzler
316-258-9155

Maggie Morgan
316-284-4000

Chris Roth
620-327-8888

Ian van Der Weg
316-258-1583

Paul Washburn
316-283-8884

615 N. Main, Newton
316-282-2600

www.NewtonAreaListings.com

F A S H I O N S

60-80% off
ALL SALES FINAL

Monday - Tuesday - 
Wednesday - Friday

9:00-5:30
Thursday 9:00-7:00

Saturday 9:00-5:00

Take an additional

GOING OUT OF BUSINESS

FINAL WEEKS!
THE ALREADY

REDUCED
PRICE

Includes Brighton
FIXTURES, DECOR, OFFICE SUPPLIES

ALSO ARE SALE PRICED

101 N. Main – Hillsboro • 620-947-3362

County commission talks trains, parks, gauntlets

The Board of Harvey
County Commissioners
received more details
about an upcoming
“gauntlet” to be held at
either East of West Park. 

The event, “Conquer
the Gauntlet,” would be a
four mile race on Satur-
day, April 16, which
would have participants
run through 25 to 30 ob-
stacles. 

The Conquer the
Gauntlet company esti-
mates that the event
would draw around 1,500
participants, plus specta-
tors. 

Kass Miller, director of
Harvey County Parks,
said that organizers origi-
nally approached him
about placing the event in
West Park. 

The county could nego-
tiate either a flat fee for
the use of the park or a
participation fee per per-
son, usually about $1 to
$2 per head. 

“We've already had
some people calling inter-
ested in it,” Miller said.
“It's turning into quite an
event.”

According to informa-
tion provided to the com-
mission, the organization
would charge $10 for
parking and donate be-
tween 10 to 15 percent to
charity organizations. 

The company would
create obstacles in what-
ever park it uses and fill
them in. 

Miller had concerns
that West Park would not
provide enough room and
suggested East Park. 

The commission took no
action on any negotiation
or made any specific sug-
gestions but sounded like
they supported the idea. 

In other news, the hope
of connecting the Amtrak
line that runs through
Newton to a line running
through Dallas may have
inched a bit forward down
the track. 

While the Kansas and
Oklahoma Departments
of Transportation, as well
as the cities a new line

would go through, have
been in conversations for
a number of years on how
to accomplish the feat,
Amtrak stepped forward
to submit a grant request
to the Transportation In-
vestment Generating Eco-
nomic Recovery program.
The TIGER program is a
federal initiative that
provides funding to large
infrastructure projects.
TIGER funds are cur-
rently being used to re-
pair parts of the
Southwest Chief line in
Western Kansas. 

County Administrator
John Waltner said it
takes pull to receive
TIGER grants.

Waltner added that
Amtrak writing the grant
provides the most clout
possible for such a proj-
ect.

While Amtrak taking a
larger role in the project
could be good news for
the community, it will be
some time before such a
grant is awarded. 

The commission also
received an update about
a restroom and shower

building in West Park. 
John Waltner said he

hoped for construction of
an approximately $60,000
restroom and shower fa-
cility at Walnut Grove in
West Park.

“Hopefully it will be
done before camping sea-
son,” he said. “This will
be a nice shelter with
showers and male and fe-
male bathrooms,” he said. 

Waltner said the
county wanted to install a
restroom facility in the
area for a while and set
aside funds to do so. The
project was made possi-
ble, however, by a gener-
ous donation from the
Rhodes Foundation of
Harvey County. 

For the other side of
the county, the commis-
sion approved a bidding
project for its barn at
East Lake.

The commission hopes
to find a buyer to tear
down the building and
pay for its wood. The bid
for sale would include at
least 1,200 square feet of
linear wood in four foot
increments. 

The barn is 39 feet by
48 feet and 25 feet tall at
its peak.

The commission recom-
mended adding a good
faith deposit for the bid
winner, ensuring that a
company doesn't take the
wood they want and leave
the rest. 

Estimated prices for a
linear foot of barn wood is
between $1 to $2, accord-
ing to information pro-
vided by the commission. 

The commission ap-
proved opening the
process up for bidding
after the approval of ad-
ministrative staff and
legal counsel.

Etc.
*The county commis-

sion approved paying its
weekly bills for a total of
$169,672. Payments for
its radio tower project
made up $75,000 of the
total. 

*George “Chip” West-
fall gave a water update
that he said should be
good news for Harvey
County. 

Westfall said the City

of Wichita changed its
agreement with the Core
of Engineers on how
much water it draws from
Cheney Lake. 

“Because of this, this
year they only used 10
percent of their water out
of the Equus Beds. That's
good news for the Equus
Beds,” he said.

Much of Harvey
County, both city and
rural, draw their water
from the Equus Beds. 

He also said that Spirit
Aerospace, instead of
pumping effluent water
into the beds, will treat
the water and use it for
their processes, which
saves 1.4 million gallons
a day. 

*The commission held
one executive session for
attorney client privilege.

* The commission ap-
proved Boy Scouts of
America using West Park
for the annual Trapper
Rendezvous it holds in
the winter.

*The meeting lasted
about one hour and 45
minutes. All commission
members were present.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Owning restaurant lifelong dream for Karen's Kitchen buyer 
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Christopher Young poses in front of Karen's Kitchen, which he will take over in January. 

Police arrest two after reported sexual assault

The Newton Police Department ar-
rested two males, one an adult and one
age 17, on charges of rape and aggra-
vated criminal sodomy on Nov. 17

Newton Police Lt. Scott Powell said
that police began investigating the
crime after a teenage female reported
she was sexually assaulted. 

“The girl made a report to her mom,”
Powell said. “It was the same day it

happened, and we found out the day
after it happened. We did the investiga-
tion and arrested the two guys. It hap-
pened at one of the males’ house. Both
are in jail.”

The crime occurred in Newton. Powell
said that it was possible the juvenile
male could be tried as an adult.

Editor’s Note: We chose to leave a few
details vague in order to protect the

identity of the victim. 

“I’m very passionate about this
industry.”

Christopher Young

Meridian Baptist Church hosting Christmas program 
Meridian Baptist Church, 1130 W. Broadway in

Newton, invites the public to its Christmas program
at 6 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 13. The church will present
“The Mystery of Christmas.” It will feature music by
the young people through sixth grade, as well as the
Adult Choir. 

NEWTON NOW STAFF

www.HarveyCountyNow.com



Think you have a ton
of Christmas deco-
rations? Try 240

cookie jars.
Norine Plett has been

“stocking” up on Christ-
mas-themed cookie jars
for more than a decade,
and the public will get a
chance to see them during
the 47th Annual Charles
Olson Harmonies in Holi-
day Homes tour this year
as they will be set up
throughout her home.

The retired Los Angeles
County Sheriff's Depart-
ment lieutenant really en-
joys collecting the shiny
and bright decorations.

“It's a passion,” she
said, sitting at her dining
room table, which was set
for Thanksgiving on
Wednesday, Nov. 24. “It's
an obsession. It's a curse;
it's a blessing. I can't work
with them and not be
happy. Yes, I've broken
some. […] They're fun to
look at, they're fun to deal
with, and I love Christ-
mas.”

The home tour will be
on Sunday, Dec. 13, at
four local homes. There
are two tours that day—
one at 2 p.m. and the
other at 7 p.m. The tour
raises money for private
music lessons for high
school students. Tickets,
which can be purchased at
Prairie Harvest, 601 N.
Main in Newton, are
$12.50. For more informa-
tion, call 620-837-4413. In
addition, all the homes
will feature music.

As for Plett’s cookie
jars, each is cataloged by
photo, as well as where,
when, why and how she
obtained them. She even
has how much they cost.

“Every one has a his-
tory,” Plett said.

For instance, a neighbor
of hers found a Wedgwood
cookie jar at an antique
shop, sent Plett a photo
and asked if she wanted
it. Plett poked around and
found out one was selling
for around $235 on eBay,
so she bought it for the
asking price of $35.

She also has a replica of
an antique cookie jar, as
well as subgenre themes,
like Santa Claus, Mrs.
Claus, Santa riding in a
variety of vehicles, angels,
presents, cardinals, Santa
boots, gingerbread men,
nativities and anything
edible, such as stacked
peppermints and ginger-
bread men. There's Santa
flying a plane and a cou-
ple of Coca-Cola Santas,
as well as three large San-
tas, one of which is a fire-
man. She also has a
two-piece Spode train.

“One thing about
them—there are so many
out there,” Plett said
about Christmas cookie
jars. “You can find one
every time you turn
around.”

The cookie jar collecting
bug hit Plett after she
purchased her first one at
Target; it has a wintery
cabin theme.

“I thought, 'Wow, how
cool is that?'” Plett said.

In 2002, she had 42 jars
and put different kinds of

candy in them for a family
gathering. The nieces and
nephews really enjoyed it.

“It was a lot of fun find-
ing 42 different candies,
too,” Plett said.

From there, she just
kept collecting and has
been doing so for about 15
to 16 years.

“Once I realized I had
the beginnings of a collec-
tion, I started buying
everything I could get my
hands on,” Plett said.

At one point, she set a
spending limit of $50 per
jar.

“Which only lasted a
couple of years, and then
that went out the door,”
Plett said. “And, Lord
have mercy, when I found
out the Internet sold
cookie jars, that was a

rough year,” adding it was
good at first, but then it
became her enemy. “You
really have to be discern-
ing,” she said about pur-
chasing on the web.

She ceased purchasing
cookie jars on the Internet
after receiving some bro-
ken ones.

Although the Newton
resident bought her first
cookie jar out of town, she
bought her favorite one at
Kitchen Corner in New-
ton. It's a Santa holding a
pie and rolling pin stand-
ing in front of a Christmas
tree. Plett said she really
likes to cook and bake.

During her travels,
Plett said she keeps her
eye out for them. She's
even purchased a cookie
jar at a little shop in Italy.

Also during her travels,
Plett bought a hand-
carved nativity scene in
Bethlehem; this, however,
is not a cookie jar but will
be on display during the
tour.

She's also found some
good jars at the Yoder Et
Cetera shop and the Hills-
boro Arts and Craft Fair.
Plett has close to 50 Santa
jars and a variety of
moose and reindeer ones
as well. 

“Believe it or not, I
have more moose cookie
jars than reindeer,” Plett
said.

There's even one of the
Empire State Building.

Even though she
bought everything she
could get her hands in the
beginning, Plett is a little
more discerning now, and
she's already sold or
given away 150 of them.
The most she's ever spent
on a jar was upwards of
$250, and the least was
nothing.

She collects Christmas-
themed cookie jars, as op-
posed to just cookie jars,
for a reason.

“Christmas has always
been my favorite holiday,”
Plett said. “I've always
decorated for Christmas.”

January is when she
puts away her jars.

“And I start getting
them out in September,”
Plett said.

She said she has one

shelf full on display year
round, however.

“I'm always collecting
year round,” Plett said.
“I'm always looking.”

During the tour, dis-
plays of the cookie jars
will be set up throughout
the house, set up by
themes. For example, a
bedroom in the basement
will have snowman jars.

“My bedroom down-
stairs is going to be my
winter wonderland,” Plett
said.

There also will be carol-
ers and moose cookie jars,
and Plett even has two
gingerbread houses
painted by a niece and
her sister, Bev Plett of
Hillsboro. Bev collects
moose-themed items.

“I fuel her moose collec-
tion, and she fuels my
cookie jar collection,”
Plett said.

Some of Bev's moose
collection will be on dis-
play during the tour.

“But I can't overshadow
the cookie jars—no mat-
ter what,” Bev said, as
she helped her sister set
up displays on Nov. 24.

The formal living room
will have cardinals and
many things red. There's
even some Christmas
bulbs hanging in the win-

dow where Plett used an
idea she found on Pinter-
est.

“Someday when I'm
younger, I'll open a cookie
jar store—about 10 years
ago,” Plett said, laughing.

And although she does-
n't buy jars on the web
anymore, she still keeps
in touch with people shar-
ing her interest, since she
runs a cookie jar page on
Facebook. The page has
about 1,700 members.

“There's a lot of crazy
people out there like me
that are a little warped
and passionate about
cookie jars,” Plett said.

Now, Plett doesn't just
buy any cookie jars, as
she's become a little more
picky.

“If it's unique, and I
don't have anything like
it, I'll take 'em,” she said.

Plett and her collection
were in a bit of a national
spotlight in 2007-08 when
she was contacted by
Country Woman Maga-
zine to be in their 2008
book. There's an article
and a variety of photos in
it about her collection.

Plett doesn't, however,
put in the jars what they
were made for.

“I don't think I've ever
put cookies in them, and I
love baking cookies,” she
said, although she does
place candy in the ones in
the kitchen.
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Discount 
Groceries for the 

Holidays

Meridian Grocery Yoder Discount Grocery
101 S. Meridian, Newton (1 mile off US 50 West)

316-283-4374 • Mon-Sat 8am-7pm
3406 Red Rock Road • Yoder • 620-466-5119

vision cards accepted

NEW Yoder Location at the corner of Red Rock Rd. & Yoder Rd.MeridianGrocery.com

Christmas Candy!
Baked Goods for Christmas!

Cinnamon Rolls • Breads
Dinner Rolls

CALL AHEAD FOR YOUR ORDERS

Everything for your 
Christmas party!

Lunch Meats • Party Trays 
Appetizers • Cheeses • Pies

Bone in Spiral
Sliced Honey
Cured. Fully

Cooked. 

GREAT
DEAL on
Hams!

20% OFF all Toys
and Novelty Items

Great 
Stocking

Stuffers &
Christmas

Gifts!
Hurry in, this 

fun stuff 
won't last.

701 N. Main, Newton • 316-804-4573
www.KarensKitchenNewton.com

Last Day:
December 

30

PASSIONATE ABOUT COOKIE JARS

Local woman's collection featured during Dec. 13 holiday home tour
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

More on the home tour besides cookie jars
Cookie jars won't be the only things on display in

Plett's home during the tour. In her nook by the
kitchen, there's a nativity display, and a room with
all of her awards, certificates and badges she wore
while working for the L.A. County Sheriff's Depart-
ment will be open. She worked in everything from
patrol to investigation for more than 28 years.

Her home at 705 S. Quail Court was built by
Carroll Harder, who also built the Quail Creek sub-
division in Newton. It was his home, and Plett said
she purchased it five years ago but only moved into
it about a year ago. She moved to Newton because
there's family in the area.

Other homes on the tour are those of:
• Ron and Lois Preheim, 3005 South Kansas in

Newton
• Bob and Liz Pomeroy, 8 Indian Lane in Newton
• Brent and Kelli Glann 2413 College Ave. in

North Newton

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: In Norine Plett's home is
the hand-carved nativity she ac-
quired in Bethlehem.

FAR LEFT: Norine Plett of New-
ton holds her favorite Christmas-
themed cookie jar while a few of
the others of hers are in the
background. 

LEFT: This whimsical Santa
cookie jar is just one of many
Santa jars belonging to Norine
Plett. 
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Local Overground Railroad helped refugees in 1980s

Refugees from Cen-
tral America fleeing
for their lives in the

1980s came to America
and found something
rather frightening. It was
the sweetened, gelatinous
dessert food Jell-O.

“It wasn't anything they
had experienced, and
when they saw this liquid
jiggling—it almost fright-
ened them,” Harold Wiebe
of Newton said. “They
weren't about to touch it.”

“They didn't want to eat
anything that moved,”
Anita Bohn of North New-
ton said.

In their culture, they
hadn't experienced it,
Wiebe said.

During the '80s and
early '90s, Wiebe and
Bohn, as well as other
local residents, were part
of the local Overground
Railroad group called Cen-
tral America Mission Pro-
gram (CAMP). Unlike the
Underground Railroad in
the 1800s, everything was
legal with this “railroad.”

The late Norma Wiens
came up with CAMP lo-
cally in 1985. By December
of that same year, CAMP
was linked to the Over-
ground Railroad, which,
just like the underground
version, helped people es-
cape dire circumstances.

“It was a legal relay sys-
tem coordinated by David
Janzen in Evanston, Ill.,
moving refugees to tempo-
rary places on their way
north to Canada,” accord-
ing to Stan Bohn of North
Newton. “While a lawyer
in Kansas City worked on
visas, CAMP in Newton
arranged for lodging,
classes in English and
temporary employment.”

Before CAMP came into
being, people from Faith
Mennonite Church in
Newton received phone
calls about these folks
leaving their countries be-
fore they were killed. 

“The reasons for fleeing
were for 'being in the way'

of corporations confiscat-
ing their land for a rubber
or banana plantation, for
not joining or supporting a
rebel group or to escape
kidnapping, rape and hav-
ing more family members
killed by the contras,” ac-
cording to Bohn.

Mennonites, as well as
others, and not their Men-
nonite congregations, were
part of the railroad with
contacts in various places,
like Texas detention cen-
ters, Newton and
Evanston, Ill.

In all, CAMP tried to
help 14 refugees at various
times on their ways to
Canada. It appears from
the group's records, all but
two made it to Canada,
since one was deported
and another was granted
asylum.

“We knew Immigration
wasn't helping us,” Bohn
said. “If they didn't have
the right documentation,
they'd send them back. I

think the culture shock
was big.”

CAMP helped for at
least one reason.

“It was a life-and-death
matter,” Stan Bohn said.
“They told us they were
fleeing for their lives. Hard
time convincing anybody.
Immigration didn't want
them.”

Wiebe gave another rea-
son, saying that if he is in
trouble, he hopes someone
helps him. 

At the time CAMP was
running, the U.S. Govern-
ment supported the Con-
tras, which were in
Nicaragua, Stan Bohn
said, and in El Salvador,
there was civil strife.

“Our government was
arming the Contras, and
we were helping the people
escape the Contras,” Stan
Bohn said.

In addition to Jell-O
adding to the refugees' cul-

ture shock, two of the
refugees walked up to
Wiebe's home, and one
said, “ricos,” which means
“rich.”

The group helped people
from December 1985
through October 1990,
with refugees coming from
various countries, such as
Honduras, Guatemala and
El Salvador.

In light of the current
Syrian refugee crisis
where Kansas Gov. Sam
Brownback said Kansas
isn't taking any of the
refugees, some of the for-
mer CAMP participants
had opinions.

“Don't think much of
that, no,” Stan Bohn said.
“I think the churches will
take it on. Any kind of car-
ing is risky. […] You al-
ways have risks. You can't
escape it.”

“I think the sentiments
are pretty much we should

be doing something and
why aren't we,” Edna Dyck
of North Newton said. 

As of Nov. 30, there was-
n't anything being done lo-
cally for Syrian refugees.
However, Stan Bohn said
there are several agencies
that handle refugees in
Wichita, including
Catholic Charities Inc.,
Episcopal Migration Min-
istries and International
Rescue Committee. Stan
Bohn wasn't sure if they
were doing anything now
to help the crisis.

“I think that will take
several months for them to
work that out,” Stan Bohn
said.

CAMP members had
various roles.

“I did a lot of teaching
English,” Dyck said. “That
was my designated job—
and driving people around
to places.”

The first person CAMP
helped, Nelson Rivera, was
grateful.

“Thank you for all your
help,” Rivera wrote in a
letter dated Dec. 12, 1988,
to Wiens. “Thanks to
everybody who helped me
to stay for three years in
America.”

He also told her in the
letter, postmarked from
Honduras, he was having
trouble with the Honduran
army, that he was worried
about his passport getting
in the hands of the Hon-
duran counsel because “it
could be dangerous for
me,” and he wondered if
someone could do some-
thing about it.

Stan Bohn said they had
a scare with Rivera when
he started dating a 13-
year-old while in the area.
He was charged two times
for soliciting a minor.

“In his country, it was
acceptable, but not in
ours,” Stan Bohn said. “We
had to go to court with
him.”

Cultural differences
were exposed with this
same man, who had never
fried anything in his life.
CAMP had acquired an
apartment for him above
were Charlotte's Sew Nat-
ural is now in downtown

Newton, and the fire de-
partment had to be called
a few times because Rivera
filled the place with
smoke.

“He had never ever
cooked in his whole life,”
Wiebe said. 

The males in poor, uned-
ucated households from
where Rivera was from
were expected to be
“macho,” Wiebe said, and
they never did any house-
work.

Apparently, Rivera had
no conception of what
foods would spoil, so he'd
put cans of food in the re-
frigerator and chicken in
the cupboard.

While the refugees were
in the Newton area, CAMP
found them housing, food
and work, and individuals
in the group paid the bills. 

“Brownback wasn't
around to supply us with
funds,” Dyck said, laugh-
ing. […] “They planted
stuff that is still growing.”

CAMP members paid
refugees to do a variety of
jobs, like plant plants and
do other odd jobs around
their homes. In addition,
while Rivera lived here, he
worked at Furrs Cafeteria
in Wichita.

“We just went by the
seat of our pants,” Dyck
said. “Just whatever
needed doing.”

One time, a couple of the
refugees who were living
from Dr. Tim Wiens and
his family wanted to get
out and see Newton, so
they would take a car that
was being worked on and
had no wheels on it—first
putting its wheels on—and
taking it our for a spin
after the family had gone
to sleep. When they re-
turned, they took the
wheels off and back to bed.
They were stopped by po-
lice on one occasion, Wiebe
said, and they also helped
dig a basement while they
were there.

“When you talk about
refugees as a large group,
it's not personal,” Wiebe
said. “[...] When you get to
know them on a one-to-one
basis, you find out they're
people just like we are.”

FLEEING FOR THEIR LIVES

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: From left, former Central
America Mission Program mem-
bers Edna Dyck, Anita Bohn and
Stan Bohn, all of North Newton,
talk about how many Syrian
refugees Canada is taking vs. how
many the United States is taking
on Monday, Nov. 30, at Mojo's in
North Newton. RIGHT: Wendell
and Norma Wiens, at back right,
stand with refugees on June 10,
1986, German Quixtan, Rolando
Monterosa and Nelson Rivera.
Courtesy photo
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Designs by John
Flowers, Tuxedos and Home Decor

115 W 5th • Newton, KS 67114
1-800-852-8625 • 316-284-2757

Send Cheer!
Bring 

JOY to 
your whole 
gang with

Peanuts and
Teleflora

Ga

rage Doors & Openers

Newton - 284-2097

www.garagedoorsnewton.com

Eldon’s
Door Co.

Eldon Schmidt, 
Owner

Spring Replacement
Sales/Service/Install

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

get around the trains.
They just have to wait. 

“It's a mess,” Powell
said. “We're constantly
stuck behind trains. We
do our best to keep people
on both sides of the
tracks. But with staffing
issues, that's hard to do.”

Powell said officers can
swing up to North Newton
and head south on the in-
terstate, but usually that
strategy doesn't save a lot
of time. 

Powell said the depart-
ment tries to operate a
small office in fire station
three at 2520 S Kansas
Ave., south of the tracks,
but spotty radio signal

and a slow Internet con-
nection make things diffi-
cult, he said. 

Powell said that eventu-
ally, if the police depart-
ment does build a police
office south of the tracks,
it would also like to keep
a few rooms in the current
building north of the
tracks at 120 E 7th St. to
operate out of.

TRAINS
From Page 1

Newton Women’s Community Foundation awards thousands

Dental visits and
health care for the low-
income folks, meals for
the elderly, emergency
repairs for homes, safety
assistance for elementary
school children—all of
these services will be
aided next year thanks to
the Newton Women’s
Community Foundation.

The foundation
awarded $19,184 in
grants to 11 community
organizations Thursday,
Nov. 19. The awards are

part of the $259,855 the
foundation has given out
during the last 15 years.

“It just says that
women in philanthropy
have very big hearts,”
Angie Tatro, executive di-
rector of the Central
Kansas Community
Foundation said.

The CKCF acts as an
umbrella organization for
the Newton WCF.

The Newton WCF has
43 members. Tatro said
the grant funds awarded
all came from foundation
members.

Members of the grants
committee which decided
on the awards include

Kim Stahly, Linda Hwa
Davis, Christina Sim-
monds, Christy Brenne-
man, Karen Monroe and
Rosalind Scudder.

Awards are as follows:
CASA A Voice For

Children: $2,565 for a
Lifebook project. The
project gives foster chil-
dren a scrap book to help
them chart and remem-
ber where they came
from and their history.
Volunteers will also be
trained to assist with the
books.

Harvey County DV/SA
Task Force: $2,000 to
provide direct financial
assistance to victims of

domestic violence or sex-
ual assault.

Harvey County Health
Department: $1,500 to
provide schools with
maps showing safe walk-
ing and bicycling routes
for students. The depart-
ment will also provide
bike locks and helmets to
students that need them.

Harvey County Home-
less Shelter: $2,000 to
help the shelter pay for
birth certificates and
other documentation for
residents to help them
apply for jobs and gain
access to other govern-
ment and financial serv-
ices.

Health Ministries
Clinic: $1,500 to pay for a
voucher system to allow
those in need of dental
care to seek assistance
for a free first visit to a
dentist.

Heart to Heart Child
Advocacy Center: $844 to
provide additional record-
ing equipment for Heart
to Heart to do off-site in-
terviews of possible vic-
tims of child abuse.

HOPE home repair:
$2,975 to help with emer-
gency repairs to homes of
the elderly and low in-
come in order to prepare
for winter.

Newton Meals on

Wheels: $1,000 to help
pay for meals to those
who are over 60 and
housebound or unable to
cook for themselves.

Peace Connections:
$2,500 to pay for summer
enrichment activities for
kids as well as meals.

St. Matthews Payee
Program: $ 1,500 to pro-
vide dental care to low in-
come patients.

Trinity Heights Respite
Care: $800 for play
equipment for a monthly
Parents Day Out, where
parents of special needs
children are able to drop
off the children and take
a break for an afternoon.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

BRIEFS
Names of men involved in standoff released

The Newton Police Department released the names
of the two men it arrested after a short chase and
stand off. 

On Dec. 1, police attempted to pull over a vehicle
near Second and Main Streets before the vehicle fled
and stopped in front of a house at 130 N. Second
Street. 

The driver surrendered, the passenger ran inside the
house, and the police told neighbors to shelter in place
before shortly convincing the man in the house to sur-
render. 

According to the Newton Police Activity log, the
driver, Christopher P. Clark, 32, of Newton, was ar-
rested in the 200th block of Main Street and booked
and charged with attempt to elude and possession of
marijuana. 

The man who ran into the house, Jason G. Catache,
32, of Newton, was charged with possession of para-
phernalia, obstruction and an outstanding warrant.

Newton Now invites community to
‘have coffee on us’

Newton Now will be hosting a “Meet the Press” event
at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 17, at Norm's Coffee
Bar, 125 W. Sixth St. 

The entire Newton Now staff will be on hand to an-
swer questions or chat with those interested in the
community as well as with the paper. Coffee will be
provided for free.  

Newton Now staff members include Adam Strunk,
managing editor; Joey Young, publisher; Bruce Be-
hymer, advertising manager; and Wendy Nugent, fea-
tures editor.

The company hopes it will be a fun and good way to
meet with readers and community members, and dis-
cuss events going on in Newton as well as with the
newspaper. 

All are welcome.

—Newton Now staff

Beards mean bucks for local charities 

The Harvey County
Sheriff's Office an-
nounced officers raised
$770 for Heart to Heart
Child Advocacy Center. 

At least 13 deputies
took part in swearing off
shaving their faces for
the month of November.
To do so and break office
regulations, allowing
only mustaches for facial
hair, officers had to pony
up $30. 

Sheriff T. Walton then
matched the amount
raised by officers for the
total donation. 

“We need funds like
these to keep the doors
open,” Kerry Grosch of
Heart to Heart said. “It's
a significant amount of
money he raised for a
good cause—just getting
guys to step up and grow
a beard.”

Walton helped found
Heart to Heart in 2000.

After the fundraiser,
Walton had another an-
nouncement. The days of
clean-shaven deputies
are over under his
watch. 

“Well, it's in the policy

that we don't have
beards,” he said. “But I
make the policy. So I put
it up to a vote, and all
the guys wanted to keep
the beards. So I don't
know what we will look
like in a year. We could
all be ZZ Top cops.”

On the police side,
NPD Lt. Bryan Hall said

the department raised
$750 with the first phase
of their facial hair proj-
ect. 

Hall said for the sec-
ond phase, he's posting
pictures of all the offi-
cers with beards as well
as the female officers
wearing “Duck Dynasty”
beards onto a Go-

FundMe page. 
For a dollar donation,

people will have the op-
tion to vote for their fa-
vorite beard on a police
officer. 

All of the money
raised will go to support-
ing the Community
Chaplain Response
Team.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Ten members of the Harvey County Sheriff's Department pose with their bearded faces. The Newton Po-
lice Department and Harvey County Sheriff's Office have raised $1,520 so far for local charities with their
facial hair. 

Giant tree decks town of Walton

Christmas came to Wal-
ton in the form of a 20-
foot behemoth of a tree
installed right smack in
the middle of First and
Main Streets. 

The tree constructed
from a metal pole and feet
of garland and lights zip
tied to metal rods has
been a town staple for
about 30 years in town,
according to City Clerk
Stephanie Ashley. Her
city clerk duties included
working on the tree on
Dec. 2. 

“Someone’s only run
into it once, that we know
of,” she said. 

Ashley said the tree was
getting a makeover, with
new garland that had
lights attached. She was
in the process of removing
the older garland. 

Students from Walton
Rural Life Center deco-
rated it on Dec. 9.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
City Clerk Stephanie Ashley works
on the Walton Christmas Tree.
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OBITUARIES

NEWTON POLICE REPORTS

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

CORRECTION

Thursday, Dec. 10
7 p.m.—Historic Preservation Commission meeting at

City Hall

7 p.m.—Newton Bible Christian School, Christmas
program

Friday, Dec. 11
6 p.m.—Newton Rec Commission Family Fun Night,

NRC Gymnasium. Come enjoy unlimited swimming and
inflatables for $5. Game tickets are 25 cents and raffle
tickets are $1 or seven tickets for $5. Activities include
Santa Claus, swimming, cookie decorating, and art. All
ages are welcome.

6 p.m.—Salina Central at Newton girls’ basketball,
Ravenscroft Gymnasium

7 p.m.—Wissman Family Christmas Show at Memo-
rial Hall, Bethel College. Free admission, donations ac-
cepted.

7:30 p.m.—Salina Central at Newton boys’ basketball,
Ravenscroft Gymnasium

Saturday, Dec. 12
10 a.m.—Newton Rec Commission, Polymer Clay Fun,

Christmas Edition. Make gifts for everyone on your list
and make some decorations, too. Learn to make basic
canes, as well as simple sculpting techniques. Ages 7-12,
cost is $19. Registration deadline is Wednesday, Dec. 9.
Instructor: Beth Burns.

1-3 p.m.—Christmas Wonderland, Wayne G. Austin
American Legion Post No. 2, 400 S. Spencer Road, New-
ton. Open to the public—children younger than 16.

1:30 p.m.—Newton Rec Commission, Santa’s Little
Artists. Each participant will paint a Christmas-themed
painting on real artist’s canvas. We will also make other
Christmas items for decorating your home or holiday
gift-giving. Ages 5-8; cost is $17. Registration deadline
is Wednesday, Dec. 9. Instructor: Beth Burns.

4:30 p.m.—Anyone Can Program, Newton Public Li-
brary. Learn to write code for computer programs.

Sunday, Dec. 13

2 p.m.—Newton High School Band Concert, Newton
High Auditorium

2 p.m.—Thirteen stores will be open Sunday, Dec. 13
and 20. Visit each participating store and register your-
self to win $100 in Chamber Checks! A winner will be
drawn each Sunday. Free horse drawn carriage rides
will also be held downtown on these Sundays from 2-4.

2 and 7 p.m.—Holiday Harmony Home Tour, four
area homes. Participants can pick from two times, ei-
ther 2-4 p.m. or 7-9 p.m. The tour of local homes will
feature performances by guitars, the Bethel Brass Quin-
tet, flute, vocalists and piano. Reservations can be made
at Prairie Harvest. The asking donation is $12.50. For
more information, contact Kay Larson at 283-4754.

Monday, Dec. 14
9 a.m.—Harvey County Commission meeting, Harvey

County Courthouse

7 p.m.—City of North Newton Commission meeting,
North Newton City Hall

7 p.m.—USD 373 board of education meeting, McKin-
ley Administrative Center

7:30 p.m.—NHS Orchestra and Choir winter concert,
Newton High Auditorium

Tuesday, Dec. 15
6 p.m.—Salina South at Newton girls’ basketball,

Ravenscroft Gymnasium

6 p.m.—Kansas Wesleyan at Bethel women’s basket-
ball, Thresher Gymnasium

6:30 p.m.—Chisholm Middle School choir concert,
CMS Auditorium

7 p.m.—City of Newton Commission meeting, City
Hall

7:30 p.m.—Salina South at Newton boys’ basketball,
Ravenscroft Gymnasium

8 p.m.—Kansas Wesleyan at Bethel men’s basketball,
Thresher Gymnasium

Wednesday, Dec. 16
4 p.m.—Holiday Goodies, NRC Kitchen and Sun-

flower Room. Start the holidays right with this tasty
and festive class. Santas, snowmen and reindeer come
alive here. Ages 6-10. Cost is $13. Registration deadline
is Sunday, Dec. 13. Instructor: Audrey Gann.

Thursday, Dec. 17
6 p.m.—Holiday Goodies for Pre-School, NRC Sun-

flower Room. Start the holidays right with this tasty
and festive class. Santas, snowmen and reindeer come
alive here. Ages 2-5. Cost is $13. Registration deadline
is Sunday, Dec. 13. Instructor: Candice Egizi-Sifuentez.

Do you have an event you'd like listed in the
Community Calendar? If so, contact Clint Harden
at 316-281-7899 or clint@harveycountynow.com.

Dave
Phillips, 52,
died peace-
fully on Sun-
day, Nov. 29,
2015, at his
home in
Newton.

Dave was
born on Aug.
30, 1963, in
Wichita.

Dave was a master me-
chanic by trade and an
unimaginable father,
son, brother and friend
anyone could ask for.
Dave was well known for
his interaction with chil-
dren. Many referred to
him as Grandpa Dave.

Dave is survived by his
son Justin Phillips; wife,
Dawn; brother: Kevin
Eros; and mother
Jeanette Eros.

A memorial service
was at 10 a.m. Friday,

Dec. 4, at Pe-
tersen Fu-
neral Home
Chapel in
Newton. A
visitation was
on Thursday,
Dec. 3, at Pe-
tersen Fu-
neral Home
with the fam-

ily present from 6:30 and
8 p.m.

There was a lunch pro-
vided at the Budde Fam-
ily Farm at 4504 N.E.
36th St., rural (east)
Newton, following the
service.

An internment will be
at a later date.

A memorial has been
set up for: Wild Trust,
Kansas Department of
Wildlife, Parks and
Tourism, 512 S.E. 25th
Ave., Pratt, KS 67124-
8174, (620) 672-5911.

DAVE PHILLIPS
Estela Rosario Chavez,

93, died Wednesday, Dec.
2, 2015, at Via Christi
Regional Medical Center-
St. Joseph campus.

She was born on July
1, 1922, in Chihuahua,
Mexico, the second oldest
child of Sebero and
Teresa Grajeda Ro-
driguez. The family
moved to Newton when
Estela was an infant.
She was raised and at-
tended school in Newton.

Estela married Juan
Chavez on Feb 23, 1946,
in Newton. He died on
April 20, 2009. Shortly
after his death, Estela
moved to Derby to live
with her granddaughter,
Regina.

Estela enjoyed spend-
ing time at the Senior
Center in Derby.

Survivors include her
children, Linda McDon-
ald of Newton, Ida Ann
Solis Hernandez of Wi-
chita, Hector Chavez of
Newton, Delores
Chavez of Newton and
Doris Mitchell of New-
ton; grandchildren, Troy

Solis, Regina Solis-Will-
hight, Robert Mitchell,
Jerrod Mitchell, and An-
drea Chavez; great-
grandchildren, Justin
Solis, Cassandra Solis,
Jackson Solis, Dustin
Miller, Mia Miller and
Aliana Segura. She also
is survived by her sib-
lings, Martha Gomez of
Newton, Ofelia Garcia of
Hutchinson, Enriquita
Calvillo of Hutchinson,
Felipa Rodriguez of
Hutchinson, Rueben Ro-
driguez of Newton and
Gloria Caudillo of
Hutchinson.

She was preceded in
death by her parents;
husband; brother Bonefa-
cio Rodriguez; and sis-
ters Vera Martinez and
Elvera Martinez.

Funeral services were
at 11 a.m. Monday, Dec.
7, 2015, at Broadway
Colonial Funeral Home
in Newton. Interment
was in St. Mary’s
Catholic Cemetery.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.

ESTELA ROSARIO CHAVEZ

Melvin R.
O’Keefe, 90,
of Newton
died Satur-
day, Dec. 5,
2015, at Via
Christi Re-
gional Med-
ical
Center-St.
Francis cam-
pus in Wichita.

He was born on Dec. 6,
1924, in Newton, the son
of John Patrick and
Clara Vetter O’Keefe.
Melvin was raised in
rural Newton and gradu-
ated from Newton High
School in 1942. After
graduating, he enlisted
in the U.S. Army during
World War II.

Melvin married Erna
Marguerite Schlagowsky
on April 16, 1952, at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church
in Newton. They farmed
for many years until re-
tiring and moving into
Newton.

He was a lifelong
member of St. Mary’s
and also a member of
the Knights of Colum-
bus.

Survivors include his
wife Erna of the home;

daughter
Diane Mc-
Cully and her
husband
David of Wi-
chita; and
grandsons
Logan and
Ryan Mc-
Cully.

Melvin was
preceded in death by his
parents; brother Leo J.
O’Keefe; and sister
Helen Lorraine Ambler.

The Recitation of the
Holy Rosary will be at 7
p.m. Friday, Dec. 11,
2015, at Broadway Colo-
nial Funeral Home in
Newton. The Mass of
Christian Burial will be
at 10 a.m. Saturday,
Dec. 12, 2015, at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church.
Interment will be in St.
Mary’s Cemetery.

Friends may call at
the funeral home after 9
a.m. Friday.

A memorial has been
established with St.
Mary’s Catholic Church;
contributions may be
sent to Broadway Colo-
nial Funeral Home, 120
E. Broadway, Newton,
KS  67114.

MELVIN O’KEEFE

Noemi Et-
terman, 33,
went to be
with her
Lord and
Savior on
Thursday,
Nov. 26, at
her home in
Port Isabel,
Texas.

Noemi was born on
Jan. 3, 1982, to
Leonardo and Angelina
(Saldana) Martinez in
Mexico.

Noemi married
Thomas P. Etterman on
July 6, 2002, in San Car-
los, Coahuila, Mexico.
They were married for
13 years prior to her
passing.

Noemi served God,
and that was her main
purpose in this life so
that one day she would
make it to heaven. God
came first, then her hus-
band, children and fam-
ily, both her natural and
Church families. 

Noemi is survived by
her husband: Thomas P.
Etterman; children:
Peter (12) and Annie (9);
parents: Leonardo and
Angelina Martinez and
James and Karen Etter-
man; brothers: Euvodio
and Gerardo (Irene)
Martinez of San Carlos,

Mexico; sis-
ters: Maricruz
Martinez, San
Carlos, Mex-
ico, Maribel
Martinez and
Esther (Tito)
Martinez of
Del Rio,
Texas; Jim
(Stephanie)

Etterman of Brainerd,
Minnesota; 15 nieces and
nephews.

Funeral services were
Dec. 5, at the Church of
God of the Firstborn in
Newton. A graveside
committal followed the
service at the Church of
God of the Firstborn
Cemetery.

A memorial has been
set up for the Church of
God of the First Born in
Newton.

Noemi struggled with
cancer for almost four
years until the time of
her death. Her life
touched many people,
and she will be remem-
bered for her love of
Christ and her family.
The family is deeply sad-
dened with her passing
but they will have many
enduring memories of
their time with her.

Arrangements
through Petersen Fu-
neral Home in Newton.

NOEMI ETTERMAN

Dec. 4
Criminal
Obstruction, 1000 Blk

Oak, 12/04/15  
Arrests
Traci L. Wallace, 43,

Newton / Warrant,
12/04/15, 300 Blk E 9th 

Jack R. Polley, 20,
Newton / DWS, 12/04/15,
800 Blk McLain 

Dec. 3
Criminal
Att Agg Burglary, 1000

Blk Fairfield, 12/03/15 
Arrests
Jessica M. Gonzalez,

27, Newton / Dom Bat-
tery, 12/03/15, 300 Blk N
Elm 

Tiera N. Anderson, 30,
Wichita / Warrant,
12/03/15, Sedgwick
County 

Kristen D. Hamill-
Turner, 44, Newton /

Poss Drugs, Poss Para,
Warrant, 12/03/15, 1100
Blk Harrison 

Jordan S. Holman, 22,
Mulvane / Warrant,
12/03/15, Sumner County 

Matthew S. Richards,
24, Wichita / Criminal
Trespass, DC, 12/03/15,
1700 Blk S Kansas 

Dec. 2
Criminal 
Criminal Damage, 500

Blk N Elm, 12/02/15 
Agg Burglary, Rob-

bery, 1200 Blk Trinity
Dr, 12/02/15 

Arrests
Nelton D. Lemons, 35,

Newton / Poss Marij,
Poss Para, 12/02/15, 200
Blk Manchester 

Molly G. Thomas, 21,
Newton / Poss Drugs,
Poss Para, 12/02/15, 200
Blk Manchester 

Bradley B. Crawley,
23, Newton / Violate DL
Restrictions, 12/02/15,
500 Blk W 10th 

Dec. 1
Criminal
Theft, 100 Blk SE 8th,

12/01/15 
Theft, 900 Blk Cherry

Hills Dr, 12/01/15 
Arrests
Mark L. Cutsinger, 44,

Newton / PUI, 12/01/15,
300 Blk E 7th 

Jason G. Catache, 32,
Newton / Poss Para, Ob-
struction, Warrant,
12/01/15, 200 Blk N Main 

Christopher P.
Clark, 32, Newton / At-
tempt to Elude, Poss
Marij, 12/01/15, 200 Blk
N Main

Nov. 30
Criminal

Identity Theft, 200 Blk
SW 2nd, 11/30/15 

Indecent Solicitation of
a Child, Sexual Exploita-
tion of a Child, Criminal
Deprivation, Assault,
False Impersonation, 400
Blk N Poplar, 11/30/15  

Arrests
Maranda R. Huffman,

24, Newton / Warrant,
11/30/15, 200 Blk Muse  

Nov. 29
Criminal
Poss Marij, Poss Para,

600 Blk SE 4th, 11/29/15 
Poss of Stolen Prop-

erty, 1800 Blk Windsor
Dr, 11/29/15 

Arrests
Molly G. Thomas, 21,

Newton / DWS, 11/29/15,
1600 Blk S Kansas 

Jose L. Berrum-Flores,
32, Newton / No DL,
11/29/15, 300 Blk N Main 

HOW TO RUN AN OBITUARY
Obituaries in Newton Now are free as long as

they fit our newspaper style. We see a death in
our community as a news item that people care
about in Newton and North Newton. 

If you have an obituary that should run in New-
ton Now please send it to:  
wendy@harveycountynow.com.

Newton City Commission meeting
In a recent story, Newton Now stated the wrong day

of the week for the Newton City Commission meeting.
The meeting was on Tuesday. We regret the error. 

Redington to speak at AAUW meeting
The Newton Area Branch of the

American Association of University
Women (AAUW) will meet at 10:30
a.m. Saturday, Dec. 12, at the Har-
vey County Health Department,
215 S. Pine St., for a Christmas
brunch. The program will feature
Lynnette Redington, director, who
will present the “Power of Three:
Physical and Health Services in
One Facility” and give a tour of the
facility. Her presentation will include the vision and
now the reality and beyond of bringing quality health
care to Harvey County. 

Redington

Buller given School Librarians' Vision Award
Former teacher and li-

brarian Beverley Olson
Buller is this year’s re-
cipient of the Kansas As-
sociation of School
Librarians' Vision
Award. 

As an author, William
Allen White Children’s
Book Award Selection
Committee chairperson
and practicum supervi-
sor for the Emporia State

University School of Li-
brary and Information
Management, Buller fos-
ters a love of reading and
learning. She has been a
catalyst for change in
Kansas school libraries
by serving on numerous
state committees, includ-
ing the Summer Insti-
tute for School
Librarians, demonstrat-
ing her dedication to the
profession. 

Before retiring from
public education, Buller

served as a middle school
librarian/teacher in New-
ton. She has served on
the Kansas Association
of School Librarians
Council and has pre-
sented at state and na-
tional conferences. As an
avid reader and writer,
Buller is an inspirational
resource for all learners.

Her presentations at
local, state, and
national conferences are
inspirational and memo-
rable, according to a

news release. 
“Bev’s positive atti-

tude and continued dedi-
cation to the profession
model the eagerness a li-
brarian maintains
throughout life,” the re-
lease stated. “Her re-
search has resulted in
publication of three
books featuring famous
Kansans, therefore
bringing fame and atten-
tion to Kansas. Her serv-
ice to all learners is
remarkable.”

NEWTON NOW STAFF



Page 8      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now      December 10, 2015OPINION

We all eat things we're not
proud of—McDonalds
drive-through, that frozen

chicken pot pie, those Chinese left-
overs that seem a bit more sour
than sweet. 

But I must come clean. For a 15-
year period, I've had a shameful re-
lationship with mac and cheese.

Now, let me be clear. I'm not talk-
ing about that fancy stuff made
with cheeses not called Velveeta.
I'm not talking about the high-class
stuff you find on Pinterest, with
bread crumbs or bacon or onions or
actual seasonings. That eats, but it
doesn't quite scratch the itch.

I'm talking about the down-and-
dirty, bargain mac-and-cheese
boxes you load up on when they
cost 20 cents or less. The kind of
mac and cheese that still glows ra-
dioactive orange in the dark. I want
my pasta to show up months later
on TV for containing trace amounts
of lead or Human Growth Hormone.

I know it's horrible for me. But it
tastes so wrong that it's good. 

Growing up in my Catholic
household, mac and cheese was a
Lenten Friday staple along with
tuna patties. 

At Strunk Farm, you ate what
was there. This was a problem as I
detested tuna patties. But mac and
cheese was there for my portly self.
And I chowed down and was
hooked. 

My love for the orange joy contin-
ued into high school.

My time in Lawrence only
strengthened that love. Quick, easy,
cheap, filling, the mac represented
the perfect food for finals week, for
breakfast, for the end of the
evening. 

Working at first as an intern
after college, it became my survival
food. I had an apartment with a
buddy, and strapped for cash, we
both used the mac to get by. With a

little cajun seasoning, a bit of
Louisiana Hot Sauce and a Pabst,
we ate like kings. While my friend
and I live in different places now
and both enjoy living wages, we still
exchange pictures of our recre-
ational mac-and-cheese creations. 

Which brings me to today. Some-
times I get back from work late, I'm
dead. I forgot to go to the store.  My
mind is fried. I have to be back to
work. I forgot to eat lunch. What-
ever.

When I find myself in times of
trouble, mac and cheese it calls to
me, dripping globs of cheese prod-
uct, let it be. 

I sink in on the couch, eat it
straight from the pot I made it in
and know that mac and cheese, for
richer or poorer, in sickness and
questionable health, 'til early death
do us part will be there for me. 

And from a 20-cent product con-
sisting of powder and rock-hard
flour chunks, that's really all you
can ask for. 

Adam Strunk is the managing ed-
itor of Newton Now. He can be
reached at adam@harveycoun-

tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

A love story with macaroni, cheese
Columns

Editorial

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

Take precautions
to keep and feel safe

Aloud crashing noise is never
something you want to hear,
but at 5:30 a.m. on Monday

morning a loud crashing noise at
the Young residence was the last
thing I wanted to hear. 

The crashing noise was followed
by surging power throughout my
home with the television cracking
on then off and then on again, the
lights flickering, and in our utility
room, the bulb burning brighter
than ever and the fan spinning
faster than it should. 

I am not much of a morning per-
son without my coffee, but I sprung
into action, unplugging and turning
off as many things as possible. I
hesitated to go outside, where my
breaker box is located, because the
loud crashing noise was a tree
branch about one foot in diameter
falling from high above onto our
power line, which ripped the power
pole through my gutter, flashing
and tearing some of my roof out—
only to then be lying, live, in our
wet, icy backyard.

Plenty awake now, Lindsey called
the power company, and they let us
know that several folks were with-
out power and having similar issues
so they would get to it as soon as
possible. 

I had plenty of work scheduled
for the day, but Lindsey was out of
school due to the icy weather, so she
arranged to get the dog to a warm
and safe place while I figured out
how much damage was done to our
home that is currently sitting on
the market. Hooray for Monday! 

After unplugging everything, call-

ing the power company, and finding
a suitable place for the dog, I real-
ized I wasn't going to be making
any coffee and was going to need to
find my fix eventually. 

My schedule had me going to our
Andale office on Monday for an
early morning start, but that wasn't
going to be the case any longer as I
needed to make arrangements to
get the power back in our home. 

I quickly found out that with the
damage done the power wasn't
going to be back on that day and a
dreaded call to the insurance com-
pany awaited (getting nicked for an
unexpected $500 deductible is
never fun).    

Eventually, I made my way to
work, with sleeping arrangements
figured out at Lindsey's parents’
house near Yoder. Their house is
near Lindsey's work, they love tak-
ing care of K.C., our dog, and they
had power, so perfect. 

As we drove to their home to drop
off K.C. we noticed downed power
lines and, funny story, we needed a
plan B as we arrived and noticed a
powerless home there, too. 

I called my parents who live in
Buhler and arranged for us to stay
there. They like K.C. alright, but
with their new coffee shop (Check
out Scuttlebutts in Hutchinson if
you are in town) going I really did-
n't want to impose any more stress
on them, but there were few other
options left, so I called my dad, and
he was gracious as expected. 

On to Buhler we went after pack-
ing all of our groceries into coolers
and getting our work clothes to-
gether. This day was a lot of freak-
ing work. 

It's been a long time since I lived
at home, moving out after my first
year at Hutchinson Community
College at the ripe age of 19.

I have few reasons to stay the
night in my former childhood bed-
room which has now been converted
into an office. It felt strange to sleep
there and to wake up and walk
down the stairs I traveled up and
down my whole childhood. 

As of the time I am writing this
column, I have no idea when our
power will be restored, how many
nights I will be staying with my
folks, or how much the claim will
eventually be to get everything re-
paired. I do know I won't be show-
ing the house for several days, and I
am exhausted. 

No time for much sleep, but at
least there is coffee today. Thanks,
Mom and Dad. 

Joey Young is publisher of 
Newton Now. He can be reached at

316-712-2125 or 
joey@kspublishingventures.com

Ice storm creates quick change in plans
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Lock your doors and cars folks. Close your garage
doors. Keep your purses on you when you're shopping.
And if you see something strange or out of place in your
neighborhood, call the police.

Lately, Newton has seen a rash of home burglaries or
attempts, and authorities suspect the rash may be re-
lated to the work of a serial burglar. 

The person's entering through unsecured doors and
open garages, going into houses and stealing valuables. 

A foreign exchange student came face to face with a
burglar last Wednesday and managed to stop the person
by telling the person to leave and following this person
out of the house. To blame for the intrusion: likely an
open garage door.

While the recent string of thefts hasn't included any
violence or forced entry, the intrusions have left a feel-
ing of disconcertion and fear for many victims. 

Our homes are places of safety and an unwanted in-
trusion by someone meaning to take our things violates
those feelings of safety, as well as our own piece of
mind. 

When we at the office started plotting our own homes
in comparison to some of the burglaries, it made more
than one of us feel a bit uneasy. 

To combat the problem, the Newton Police Depart-
ment has done more patrols around neighborhoods and
been checking up on people with open garage doors. 

Officers have been patrolling on foot, as well, and Sgt.
Mike Yoder, who has investigated these cases, said stop-
ping Newton's serial burglar is a top priority. 

But so far, the culprit has been elusive. 
It's nearing the holidays, a time when personal thefts

are on the rise. 
More people are out shopping, more people are leav-

ing purses or personal items unlocked in cars. There's
more of an opportunity for these sorts of things to hap-
pen. 

For a crime to take place, that's what needs to hap-
pen. There needs to be a willing criminal and an oppor-
tunity of which to take advantage.

It would behoove all of us to provide as few opportuni-
ties as possible for these folks to take advantage of. 

This problem of burglary, as well as unsecured items,
isn't unique to Newton. Many of us have lived in differ-
ent parts of the state, and here is the same message
from law enforcement: We can't operate like we live in a
small town anymore. Perhaps it's how we've grown up
in Kansas, or perhaps it's just in human nature to be
trusting if not forgetful. 

Still changing our habits, making sure our areas are
secure, taking extra precautions costs us nothing and
could end up saving us quite a bit. 

So again, make sure your houses are locked, cars are
locked, garage doors are locked, and that you keep an
eye on the happenings around the neighborhood. Have
extra precautions underneath the bed or in the end
table if you feel the need.

We don't need to live in fear. We need to prepare so
we don't have to be afraid. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board

MANAGING EDITOR

ADAM STRUNK

PUBLISHER

JOEY YOUNG

Say what?
In all things, success
depends on previous
preparation and,
without such previous
preparation, there is
sure to be failure.

Confucius
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After spending last weekend
in front of the television
with my 3-year-old grand-

son, Keaton, I gained a greater
appreciation to the magnitude of
Santa’s upcoming trip.

Just a few hours into the end-
less cycle of toy commercials,
Keaton had already requested 109
different Monster trucks, cars and
trains; 43 motorized racetracks,
buildings and robots; and a bow
and arrow.  

His Santa letter may read like a
manuscript and require a lengthy
layover during Santa’s journey.  I
also may encourage his mom and
dad to include their own note ask-
ing for a larger place to live, in
the event the jolly old elf fills
Keaton’s staggering order.

But, as I sat there beside
Keaton, catching the rare com-
mercials geared to those of us
seeking adult “toys,” I considered
how I might bridge the topic of
gifts in my own letter…

***
Dear Santa:
I would have preferred to send

a hand-written letter because of
its personal touch, but ever since
becoming an adult, I’ve fallen vic-
tim to technology. So, please for-
give me for creating it on my
computer. 

In case you’ve wondered why
it’s been years since I last wrote,
it wasn’t because I stopped believ-
ing.  There were a couple of sea-
sons when I admittedly faltered,
but if we’re to believe that web-
sites Facebook and Google aren’t
tracking our every moves, then
I’m game to believe in a red-
suited man who delivers presents
from a sleigh pulled by a herd of
flying reindeer.

Undoubtedly, you wonder if I’ve

been naughty or nice.  I can pull
together a list of references, who
will attest that I gave back the
wrong change on numerous shop-
ping trips, helped people collect
documents that had blown across
parking lots and even gave up my
place in a checkout line to some-
one who had fewer items than me.
Add those features to my volun-
teerism and a general likeability
and it should negate anything
questionable, such as cursing dur-
ing televised sports, putting off
home-repair projects to the point
that even my wife forgets them, or
partaking in microbrews, regu-
larly.

So, now that we’ve established
my eligibility, let’s get on to the
list. 

This year, I’ll just ask for world
peace and to be surrounded by
those I love…

JUST KIDDING!  That stuff is
important, but I prefer hardware
under the tree when I awaken on
Christmas morning…perhaps
something shiny without an ac-
companying payment book. A new
boat would be great, along with
plenty of vacation time so I could
spend hours on a lake, texting
photos of fish to my peers still at
the office.

If that’s too bold, here are a
couple of other things…

Help for people on social media
griping about the shapes of
Reese’s Christmas tree candies.
In a world where humanitarian
crises exist, I’m concerned that an
obscure-shaped candy Christmas
tree could trump the reason for
the season. Here’s an idea—leave
coal for those anti-Reese’s Inter-
net posters and bring their share
of candies to me. I’ve found that
even those shaped like arrow-
heads taste good.

Better news programs on televi-
sion is also on my list. Being in-
formed politically is important,
but I already reached my capacity
for spin doctors and rhetoric.
And, it’s still months before the
elections.  Please trade the Magic
8 Balls some use for deciding that
day’s stance on an issue and re-
place with coal. I would be glad to
have one of those repossessed
Magic 8 Balls, however. It may
help me at the voting booth.

Santa, you’re a busy man and I
know you have plenty of other
stops, so don’t worry if you
haven’t time to complete my wish
list. I’m glad to pitch in on my
own. Because, all of us need to be-
lieve in things we cannot hold or
measure.  Keaton reminded me
last weekend how wonder and
magic works when he wished for
the perfect presents from Santa.  

And to a Grandpa, that is more
important than any package
under a tree.

Merry Christmas…

***
Ken Knepper, who owns an ad-

mirable collection of Hot Wheels
cars, even though he actually

asked Santa every year for a real
three-wheeler, motorcycle or go-

cart, can be reached at: 
Ken.Knepper@gmail.com. 

This adult is eligible for a Santa visit Guest Editorial

Gov. Sam Brownback
vs. open government

“There’s nothing you can do that
can’t be done. Nothing you can
sing that can’t be sung…. There’s
nothing you can know that isn’t
known. Nothing you can see that
isn’t shown. Nowhere you can be
that isn’t where you’re meant to
be…. All you need is love…love is
all you need.” —The Beatles

Holidays are spaced out de-
liberately, I believe, to pull
us back together when we

might be falling apart. They are
perfectly timed. 

Maybe it was a hot summer, too
long, or was it too short? Then fall
showed up with its clouds, cold air
and ice. There’s also less daylight;
a possible perfect storm for
melancholy or depression. And
these are just the blanket is-
sues—the ones people might col-
lectively share as the season
changes. Add in individual wor-
ries, and it’s enough to us all into
knots.

When things get rough, after
we’ve been steadily climbing to-
ward our breaking point, we may
find ourselves getting a little too
cozy with negativity or resent-
ment. This strategy works great
for a while. Most times, ironic as
it is, there is some kind of benefit
that comes from holding onto
those things.  

Until it doesn’t. Until it keeps
you up at night and wakes you up
in the morning. 

A friend of mine who lost two
family members in a short
amount of time said she didn’t un-
derstand why some of them had
held onto old resentments year
after year. She got fed up. Grief
will do that. So she took it upon
herself to point out and then cor-
ral  the elephant in the room that
no one had been willing to ac-
knowledge for years. 

So, I wonder, why do we do
this? Why is it so much easier to
stay angry or low? Is it a control
thing? A revenge thing? An ego
thing?

Or is it just a human thing?
How we’re built? We like things to
go a certain way—our way. Life’s
learning curve follows its own
path and sometimes, well, it just
bites. 

Yet in the middle of the fall-to-
winter change, as temperatures
drop and freezes settle in, here
comes Thanksgiving with its
turkey and pumpkin and whisper

of, “Aren’t you forgetting some-
thing? Or ‘some things’ you’re
supposed to be thankful for?
Hmmmm?”

And if we remember, suddenly
it becomes (almost) impossible to
be thankful and resentful at the
same time. 

1 Corinthians 13 ends with,
”And now these three remain:
faith, hope and love. But the
greatest of these is love.” 

Maybe we’re built to doubt too
because I’ve had my own doubts
about how this phrase ends. I was
convinced that the wording
should be, “And now these three
remain: love, hope and faith. But
the greatest of these is faith.” 

To me, faith seemed to be the
most powerful. The most promis-
ing. The one that can keep things
going until the other two are fig-
ured out.

I think I’ve come around. We all
need all three. Because when it’s
on the line, it seems to be love
that will bring us back around to
our faith. And love that keeps us
clinging onto the last string of
hope. 

And wouldn’t you know it, an-
other holiday is right around the
corner—perfectly timed.

Shelley Plett is a graphic de-
signer for the Free Press and

Kansas Publishing Ventures. She
can be reached at 

shelley@hillsborofreepress.com. 

All you need is love during the holidays
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KEN KNEPPER

PARTS OF SPEECH

SHELLEY PLETT

Dog catchers, school
board members, county
commissioners, gover-
nors—all politicians run
for public office swearing
up and down they’ll stand
against government se-
crecy—they’ll swear your
right to be informed about
the people and processes
that govern you will not be
infringed on their watch. 

And then they win elec-
tion.

We conservatives, in
particular, have molded a
brand and merchandised
ourselves as limited-gov-
ernment crusaders. That’s
a message that’s rung true
with the majority of voters
in Kansas—we like to be-
lieve conservative candi-
dates uphold that tenet
and a host of others that
generally favor the individ-
ual over the government.
We have elected Republi-
cans and conservatives to a
majority of the elected
posts in the state much for
that reason.

So when the Big Duck
conservative in the state
goes back on such a prized
theme as open government
records, he should be
called out, and then some.

For some reason which
probably goes more toward
tit-for-tat chest bumping
than anything else, Gover-
nor Sam Brownback has
opted to stonewall what
should be obvious releases
of public information re-
garding appointments
made from his office in va-
cancies of judges and
county commissioners. If
these denials haven’t been
made for spite against po-
litical enemies, then “why
else?” becomes the $20
question.

In Saline County voters
opted to expand their
county commission from
three to five members. The
Salina newspaper re-
quested the applications –
not just the info on the two
eventual appointees. Why?
Because in politics it’s
often just as important to
know why someone did not
get a job as it is to know
why they did. 

The Salina Journal and
the Associated Press sued
for the info and a district
court judge agreed they
should get it – that it’s not
exempted under any facet
of the Kansas Open
Records Act. The gover-
nor’s office says Brown-
back will appeal the ruling,
still arguing the records
are exempted from KORA
because they’re personnel
records– in other words,
the governor will pay
lawyers more public tax
money to fight against giv-
ing information to the tax
payers.

Same story with the ap-
pointment process for re-

placing a magistrate judge
in Reno County. The
Hutchinson News was de-
nied information on the
candidates for that ap-
pointment, the governors’
office again saying the info
amounted to personnel
records, even though the
magistrate’s job is an
elected one. The newspa-
per’s now suing for the
records.

What’s odd about this is
that the process is so sim-
ple elsewhere even where
judges are appointed and
not elected. Two district
judgeships have been ap-
pointed in the Fourth Dis-
trict in recent years.
Selection committees an-
nounced the candidates
publicly and then inter-
viewed them in an open
meeting. Recommenda-
tions were forwarded to
the governor’s office for a
quick stamp.

The secrecy is suspi-
ciously unprecedented.
Both the Salina and
Hutchinson newspapers
have railed against Brown-
back and conservative
causes for years now. Are
these denials and delays
some kind of retribution
against these newspapers?
Brownback doesn’t have to
worry about being re-
elected, so are he and his
administration playing
fast and loose with state
open records laws to poke
a stick at a critical press?

If that’s not the case
then the question becomes:
Who was on those lists
that Brownback’s office
doesn’t want known, and
why?

Secrecy in government
festers and never goes
away. It remains a sore
spot and a vulnerability
which opponents will al-
ways use against a candi-
date or bureaucrat when
possible. We, the governed,
have a right to know the
details by which others
govern us and the
processes at play – that’s
why we have open records
laws to begin with.

Most conservatives get
that. Apparently the Big
Duck does not.

—Dane Hicks is the pres-
ident of Garnett Publish-

ing, Inc. as well as the
publisher of the Anderson

County Review.
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process is so simple
elsewhere even
where judges are
appointed and not
elected.
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plethora of lights and
wooden likenesses that
crowd the yard and would
make Clark Griswold
proud.

“It's a ride, I'll tell you,”
Sophi said. “We started
this a long time ago and
haven't stopped since.”

The decorations may
appear random but Tony
said there is a method.

“There's always a story
to whatever we have out
in the yard,” Tony said.

Two lighted reindeer
honor the son of a
Moundridge friend who
died in a hit-and-run ac-
cident in Wichita. An-
other lighted arch was
donated from a woman in
Concordia to honor her
husband, who is quite
sick.

Tony said he likes to do
this because they want
people to experience
something good at Christ-
mas, since he was raised
in a poor family. As a
child, he and his 10 sib-
lings were removed from
their home and split up.

“I came from a large
family, and we were
taken away from our fam-
ily and put in foster
homes,” Tony said,
adding they never spent
Christmas together.
Some of the children were
adopted while others
were taken in by family
members. At least some
of the siblings at some
point were at St. Joseph's
Orphanage in El Dorado.
Tony said his family was
so poor, he'd get holes in
his shoes and they'd re-
pair them with duct tape.

“We didn't have much
of a Christmas as kids,”
Tony said.

Now, Tony's siblings
communicate a great
deal, and from the sound
of it, there's going to be a
lot of family attending
the Martinezes' Christ-
mas celebration this year.
This Christmas, they will
get to meet their great-
granddaughter, Ariella
Beletz, who was born this
year. Her parents live in
Texas.

“We can't wait 'til she
comes to see the display,”
Sophi said.

Tony and Sophi started

the display years ago for
their children, Jessie and
Anthony. Then, their
grandchildren enjoyed
the glow in their yard.
Tony said he'd get his
granddaughter, Carolina
Navarro, to help him
make some of the decora-
tions, telling her he was-
n't good at art and that
he didn't know how to do
something, so she showed
him.

However, Tony really
does have artistic talent.

“He loves artwork,”
Sophi said. “That's why
he does so good—he al-
ways has.”

The yard contains
many wooden cutouts
Tony has made, including
those of the Grinch, Buzz
Lightyear, Woody, at
least a couple of the In-
credibles and the Peanuts
gang. The yard also is
filled with many lights
and blow-up lighted
Christmas decorations. 

The holiday display
isn't without its mishaps.
In an odd twist of irony, a
lighted “Frozen” decora-
tion caught on fire, and
when the couple first
started doing this after
they started plugging in
lights, they heard a bang
outside. The porch light
was blown. Now, they
have had more switches
added to their breaker
box and have more than
15 outlets outside. Also,
Tony put up a rope so
people wouldn't wander
into the display, as he
doesn't want anyone to

get hurt.
This year, they had a

Snoopy with a plane
blow-up decoration crash
and burn.

“The ice storm took it,”
Sophi said.

This year, they have a
variety of new items,
such as Woody, Buzz
Lightyear, Frozen,
lighted presents, two an-
gels and a golden arch-
way above the nativity.

One year, a young girl
and her grandmother
knocked on the Martinez
door, and the little girl
brought a blanket the
grandma had made, say-
ing they wanted to put it
on baby Jesus. Tony said
Jesus had never been cov-
ered. 

“I thought that was
nice,” Tony said.

Baby Jesus, however,
was stolen the next day.

The Martinezes think
they started the display
in the 1990s.

“And now all these
years later, we're still at
it,” Sophi said. “[…] Just
kept going and going.”

However, two years
ago, Tony had cancer,
and there wasn't a dis-
play. People asked Tony
if they had moved, and at
least one person offered
to put up the lights. Tony
had wanted to decorate,
but he couldn't because
he was in too much pain,
and they didn't want to
let others do it because of
liability issues.

“That was a big issue,”
Sophi said. “People asked

us, 'Why didn't you deco-
rate?'”

In fact, they had dis-
cussed not doing it this
year, but decided to. Tony
said he's not sure how
much longer he can keep
it up. It takes a lot of
work, as he starts putting
up lights in June, and
Tony said his wife doesn't
like him going up on the
roof, but he ends up doing
it anyway.

“We do it for the kids,
the community,” Tony
said.

“You ought to see the
kids out there just jump-
ing up and down,” Sophi
added.

The couple can watch
who drives by from inside
their home because they
have a surveillance sys-
tem. They've had a few
things stolen, and now
they can tape who's
there. Spider-man, the
Grinch and Snoopy were
taken at various points.

The house gets a lot of
traffic on Christmas Eve
and Christmas.

Neighbors jokingly
have said they like to
read at night, and they
don't have to turn on
their lights because of the
holiday display, Sophi
said.

Tony said one question
he's always asked is how
high their electric bill is.

“To this day, I don't
know what our electric
bill is,” Tony said. “I'm
afraid to look. I think
we're probably the best
customers to Westar.”

LIGHTS
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dream and tried to stay
calm.

“I suggest him to leave
and walking him out of
the house, he started
walking really fast, and I
wanted to make sure he
didn't take anything on
the way out."

While following him, by
the light of a number of
Christmas trees, Kopriv-
ica got a good look at the
man, which he described
as about six foot tall, thin
and wearing a jean jacket.

Sgt. Mike Yoder of the
Newton Police Depart-
ment confirmed the occur-
rence and said the
suspect's methods had a
number of similarities
with the Newton serial
burglar.

“The entry point and
exit point seem to be con-
sistent,” Yoder said.

So far, the Newton Po-
lice Department attributes
around 16 burglaries and
at least eight attempted
burglaries to the serial
burglar.

Two burglaries occurred
Saturday night, one in
Newton and another in
North Newton, also hav-
ing similarities with the
serial burglar's criminal
profile. The suspect has
not used force and has en-
tered through unlocked
doors and open garages.

Moore believes the bur-
glar entered the house
through an open garage
door.

“I think it had to be,”
she said. “We've been so
conscientious making sure
everything is locked up. I
kind of think my son came
home, and I made him
dinner. I didn't check the
door, and it probably got
left open.”

Nothing was taken from
the property, but the situ-
ation left the family
shaken.

“It's sickening,” Moore

said. “How unnerving.
How do you sleep at
night? You're house is
supposed to be a safe
place. To enter an adult's
bedroom is one thing. But
to enter a child's bed-
room.”

Since the incident,
Moore said everything in
her house is now locked
including the garage and
laundry room. There's a
2x4 in the sliding door.
Yard lights are on. And
Koprivica has a bat next
to his bed.

“My husband was away
on training,” she said. “I
told them (the boys) they
needed to sleep in my bed-
room, and they're like ‘uh
no’," she added with a
laugh.

Yoder said the police de-
partment is doing every-
thing it can to catch the
burglar. There are foot pa-
trols, suspect follow-ups
and other methods he pre-
ferred not to mention.

“For sure it's a priority,”
he said.

Yoder said the small
things were the best way
to prevent the situation—
for one, making sure
everything is locked up
tight.

Moore agreed.
“Lock your stuff up," she

said. "Lock it up. One
time you slip up, and
you're vulnerable. You
don't want people in your
house.”

The Moores were lucky.
Nothing bad happened
thanks to Koprivica . And
now he has a story to tell
when he returns home
about his stay in the USA.
He said the attempted
burglary was the first
time something like that
had ever happened to
him.

“I called my brother,” he
said. “I didn't want to
worry my parents. I
talked to my brothers
about it. They were just
happy because we were all
safe, and nothing terrible
happened.”

BURGLAR
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Boba Fett ship he built in
gradeschool.

“Couldn't part with that
one,” Erb said. Erb also
said he's from Henderson,
Neb., but his whole family
moved to Newton last year.

The first “Star Wars”
movie Erb saw was
Episode I with character
Jar Jar Binks. Watching
Episodes II and III fol-
lowed. Erb said that entire
Episode I movie could be
redone without Jar Jar,
and it still would make
sense.

“They weren't that
great,” Erb said about the
first three episodes, which
were the second trio of
“Star Wars” movies. “The
worst character they have
ever introduced,” Erb
added about Jar Jar.

Even with that rough
start, the Bethel College
senior became a fan.

“It's a movie or a fran-
chise my parents were into
when they were growing
up,” Erb said, and he also
was bitten by the “Star
Wars” bug, saying it's a
generational thing in his
family—his parents like it
and now he does too.

“It's just different than
your, like, mainstream dra-
mas,” Erb said.

Erb also said the fran-
chise has a cult following
and is a household name.

His favorite character is
Boba Fett, who is described
on Wikipedia as “with his
customized Mandalorian
armor, deadly weaponry
and silent demeanor, Boba
Fett was one of the most
feared bounty hunters in
the galaxy.”

Fett is the bounty hunter
who takes Han Solo to
Jabba the Hutt after Solo
is frozen in carbonite in
“The Empire Strikes Back.”

“'Cause he's kind of a
rebel, I'd say—a bounty-
hunter-type person,” Erb
said about why he likes
Boba Fett.

Fett appears in Episodes
IV and V only briefly, and
then he's eaten by a mon-
ster in Episode VI, Erb
said. Eposides IV through
VI are the first three
movies filmed with the first
one coming out in 1977.
“Star Wars” was a big hit
at first, and then there was
a period where it wasn't so
popular, say from the
1980s through 1999, and
then its popularity hit light
speed.

Erb's second-favorite
character is Han Solo
“'cause he's arrogant—can

be kind of a jerk also,” Erb
said. “I'd say he has a good
heart—kinda crafty, as
well.”

Although he is a big fan,
Erb said he doesn't follow
fan clubs, but he follows of-
ficial “Star Wars” updates.
Others can keep up, as
well, by visiting
starwars.com. The next
“Star Wars” movie will be
out on Dec. 18, and Erb is
looking forward to it.

“I've got really high
hopes for this new movie,”
Erb said, wearing his Han
Solo encased in carbonite
shirt, which is his favorite
“Star Wars” shirt out of the
at least nine he owns.

He's been following the
new movie since production
was announced.

“You want to learn a lot,
but at the same time, I
don't want anything
spoiled when I go see it in
theaters,” Erb said, adding
nothing has been spoiled
for him at this point, and
he avoids spoiler alerts.

Spoiler alert—Erb said
Mark Hamill is in the
movie, but he's not sure if
the character he plays,
Luke Skywalker, has gone
to the Dark Side. Trailers
show some of the other
original characters and
cast returning, as well,
such as Carrie Fisher as
Princess Leia, Harrison
Ford as Han Solo and (who
knows) as Chewbacca.

This next movie takes
place 30 years after
Episode VI. There's the
First Order, which is the
rest of the Empire, and the
Resistance that takes the
place of the Rebels, Erb
said. There are new Sith
lords, and a new base is
called Starkiller Base,
which is similar to the
Death Star but more pow-
erful and destructive. The
Death Star could destroy
planets, but the Starkiller
Base can obliterate galax-
ies, from what Erb's gath-
ered.

Erb said he probably
knows more about “Star
Wars” than most people,
like most of his mod-mates,
but not more than some.
For example, he said the
name Starkiller comes of
the original last name
George Lucas wanted Luke
Skywalker to have, and it's
the name of Darth Vader's
apprentice in a video game.

When he sees the new
flick, Erb plans on going
with friends and family.

“I'm sure I'll see it multi-
ple times,” he said. “I'll
probably watch all six
movies before I go, not that
I need it—just as a re-
fresher and because I can.”

MOVIE
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The home of Tony and Sophi Martinez is decked out again this year for the holidays. The couple tries to
add something new to the display every year.

effective,” said Jack
Brand, director of com-
munications at Prairie
View.

Youth involved are
ages 12 through 18 and
are in “Turning Point,” a
psychiatric residential
treatment program for
youth at Prairie View,
Brand said. These youth
volunteer for BARK.

“Many of these adoles-
cents and dogs have ex-
perienced trauma, giving
them a common back-
ground as well as a
shared goal,” a news re-
lease stated. “Reading
body language, empathy
and basic obedience are
all covered as the teens
and dogs learn to trust
each other. Participants
work together twice per
week for three weeks,
after which both the resi-
dents and dogs gradu-
ate.”

Brand believes this is
an effective program.

“A good program is a
win-win,” he said. “This
program is a four-way
win 'cause the commu-
nity benefits, the kids
benefit, the dogs benefit
and the family that
adopts the dog benefits,
so everybody wins.”

During the process, the
kids feel like they've
achieved something.

“They leave with a
tremendous sense of ac-
complishment based on
my observations,” Brand
said.

John said he learned
something about himself.

“I am a good enforcer
of rules,” he said, and he
agreed the program,
which lasted about four
weeks, helped him see
how rules are important.

John chose to give his
time to the program.

“I was asked about it,
and then I volunteered,”
he said, adding he
wanted to “'cause I love
dogs.” He also gave the
same reason as to why he
liked the class.

Another youth feels
good about him- or her-
self when leaving Caring
Hands after a class.

“I feel accomplished
and happy, but I'm going
to miss Tesla,” another
student wrote in a jour-
nal questionnaire.

The students build re-
lationships with the dogs.

“We have built a rela-
tionship that includes
kindness, honesty,” an-
other teen wrote. This
youth wrote in his or her
journal the dog has
learned a variety of com-
mands, such as “sit,”
“lay,” “go blanket,”
“shake” and come when
called.

The classes make the
dogs more adoptable be-
cause they learn basic
skills. Classes also make
the dogs more comfort-
able with people and
their environment, said
Randy Stephenson, mar-
keting/fundraising coor-
dinator for Caring
Hands.

“It is really helping the
dogs that are involved in
the program,” Stephen-
son said.

The Ashley and Aaron
LeManton family, which
includes their children
Mason, 3; Cole, 5; and
Aidan, 10, were thrilled
to get the pooch. The
family loved on the dog
Monday, and even the

dad had a bonding time
after John unceremoni-
ously handed Bane's
leash to Aaron. It was a
celebration atmosphere,
as humans dined on
cookies (Bane also tried
to eat one), and John was
given a graduation cer-
tificate.

“Very kid friendly,”
Ashley said about Bane,
adding they were “very
excited” to get the dog,
who was part of Aidan's
10th birthday present.
Monday was Aidan's
birthday.

Ashley said they had
already adopted Bane
and visited the humane
society three times a
week; they tried to make
the gift a surprise for
Aidan, but last week,
Aidan saw Bane, and
they could no longer keep
it a secret.

“He gasped and said,
'Awww,'” Ashley said.
“'He's so big. Can we
adopt him?' We couldn't
keep a straight face, so
we told him.”

Stephenson said he's
been able to observe a
couple of the classes,
which are going well.
The dogs are responsive,
and the kids enjoy it, he
said.

“It seems it is some-
thing that is benefiting
the dogs and the kids,”
he said. “The dogs are
paying attention.”

The BARK program is
funded by private donors
and only available as
funds allow, and they're
hoping to have another
class at the first of 2016.

Caring Hands and
Prairie View don't just
match up any dog and
any teen. Caring Hands
has a safety measure in
place so the kids don't
get dogs that snap.

“The kids have to be at
a certain place in their
treatment in order to
participate,” said Dr.
Elizabeth Guhman, vice
president of Child and
Adolescent Services with
Prairie View.

They don't want the
dogs or people abused
through the program,
she said.

“The sense of self-con-
fidence is very real,”
Brand said.

Sometimes, when dogs
are adopted when they
don't go through this
kind of program, they
don't display appropriate
behavior in their new
family's house.

“Kids get a chance to
give that internal frame-
work for the dog,” Brand
said.

“It's a great program,”
Guhman said. “[…] Many
programs here […] we
use a philosophy of be-
havioral management
through adventure.”

Prairie View uses con-
cepts, such as taking
care of self and others,
being present and being
honest.

Jan Ronald of Family
Dog Training and Behav-
ioral Center in Valley
Center instructs the
youth on how to train the
canines. 

“I see the kids learning
to respect the dogs and
developing deep emo-
tional attachments,”
Ronald said in a news re-
lease. “These kids, by
working with these dogs,
can offer adopters valu-
able insight into their
personality—far beyond
the behavioral assess-
ment itself.”

BARK
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Ashley LeManton, right, helps Bane get acquainted with her son
Cole, 5, Monday, Dec. 7, at Caring Hands Humane Society in New-
ton. In back, left, is Aidan LeManton and dad Aaron LeManton. The
family was taking Bane home that day. 
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1 Employment

Misc.
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered-to-the-
door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 76% PLUS 4
FREE Burgers - The Happy Family Cele-
bration - ONLY $49.99. ORDER Today 1-
800-492-0784 mention offer 47222FNH or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/santa62

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW  DEC. 12-13 SAT. 9-5 & SUN.
9-3 TOPEKA KANSAS EXPOCENTRE (19TH
& TOPEKA BLVD) BUY-SELL-TRADE INFO:
(563) 927-8176

FARM RELATED
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ to hunt your
land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leasing
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com (MCN)

FOR SALE
Trailer Sale! Trike trailer 7’x12’ V-nose
ramp $3,074.00; 6’x12’ V-nose ramp
$2,750.00; 7’x16’ V-nose ramp $4,063.00;
12 different dump trailers 7k to 21k bumper
pull & gooseneck. $50.00 off all aluminum
utility trailers (mention this add). 515-972-
4554 www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com
(MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
Join us in Texas! Would you like to get
away from the cold snowy winters? Why
not hook up your RV and come on down
to J-5 in Mission, TX. We are a small park
with a country setting yet we have lots of
shopping nearby. Lots of activities in the
park. We have specials for 1st time resi-
dents. Call us at 956-682-7495 or 515-229-
1540 or email us at tdtuttle@hotmail.com
(MCN)

Tired of the snow? Become a Winter Texan
where the sun meets the gulf. Over 100
RV resorts and retirement communities
for you to choose from. RV sites, fully fur-
nished rentals and more. For more infor-
mation visit www.rgvparks.org (MCN)

ADOPTION
*ADOPTION:* Affectionate Devoted Finan-
cially Secure Family, Opportunities, Travel,
Music awaits 1st baby. Expenses paid 
1-800-354-2608 (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
OWNER OPERATORS wanted. Paid all
miles. No touch freight. Many operating
discounts. Family run business for 75
years. Many bonuses and good home time.
Direct deposit paid weekly. 
Call 800-533-0564 ext.205. (MCN)

CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and benefits.
Matching 401k. Bonuses and tax free mon-
ey. Experience needed. Call Scott 507-437-
9905. Apply on-line http://www.mcfgtl.com
(MCN)

Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifieds

4 For Rent

Apartments/Homes/Rooms
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

In Hillsboro: 5 bed 2 bath apartment. No
Smoking, No Pets. 620-382-7696. 49-4tc

LARGE 1 BEDROOM APT. Hillsboro for
Responsible Adult. Partially furnished.
Quite neighborhood. May consider obedient
dog. Call 620-947-3535 leave message. 49-
1tp

Commercial/Office
For Lease. Available December. 7380 Sq.
Ft. 3900 Sq Ft Finished. Built in Battery
UPS. 8 Private Parking Spaces. Handicap
Accessible Entrances. 112 West Broadway,
Newton. 316-772-8048. 38-tfnc

Get the Most BANG for
your BUCK 

in Central Kansas with
our CLASSIFIEDS

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)
have purchased some of the following
classifieds. Determining the value of the
service or product is advised by this pub-
lication. In order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not offer em-
ployment but rather supply the readers
with manuals, directories and other mate-
rials designed to help their clients establish
mail order selling and other businesses at
home. Under NO circumstances should
you send money in advance or give the
client your checking account, license ID,
or credit card numbers. Also beware of
ads that claim to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that if a credit
repair company does business only over
the phone it is illegal to request any money
before delivering its services. All funds
are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers
may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Adoption
TWO PROFESSIONALS WITH hearts full
of love who will cherish a baby. We are
your perfect choice as parents. Expenses
paid. Christina and Michael (877)-298-1945

Farm Equipment
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your
land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leasing
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

For Sale
201 401 451 481 531 Storage containers
centralcontainer.net or 785 655 9430

FINAL WEEK! Save big during our Sounds
of the Season Sale now thru December
12. Over 160 pianos on sale including
grand, vertical, digital, and player pianos
as low as $49/month. Hurry in to Mid-
America Piano, Manhattan. 800-950-3774,
Preview sale at: www.piano4u.com

Help Wanted
EARN $500 A DAY: Insurance Agents Need-
ed . Leads, No Cold Calls .  Commissions
Paid Daily . Lifetime Renewals . Complete
Training . Health & Dental Insurance . Life
License Required. Call 1-888-713-6020

Kiowa, Kansas is seeking FT Electric Line-
man.  Salary DOQ. Vocational degree in
electricity preferred. Excellent benefits.
More Information call 620-825-4127. Open
until 12/30/2015. EOE.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Lori 1-800-926-6869
ext. 303.

Call 620-947-5702
or email

natalie@hillsbo-
rofreepress.com

Reach
MORE 

people with
our 

classifieds!
Your classified ad will

appear in both the 
Hillsboro Free Press
and Newton Now..

reaching every Mar-
ion County household

and Newton Now
subscriber.

Line ads: $7.25 for 
20 words, then 
25¢ per word

Classified Display:
$12.50 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25)

Weekly Deadline is
Mondays @ Noon!

MCN

Need Extra Money for the holidays? 

Newton's only locally owned
weekly newspaper can help.
Newton Now is searching for
help with subscription sales. 
Call Joey Young for more 

information at 316-712-2125

MCN

Call 620-947-5702 for details

Looking to reach a
LARGER MARKET

than our area?
We have NATIONAL CLASSIFIED and

DISPLAY AD NETWORKS that can
increase your circulation to one million

and up to 11 million. 

1/2 OFF FIRST 
MONTH RENT!

Contact Laura at
Salem Home 

620-947-1450

Large 2 Bedroom Apartment
Age requirement: 55+

Now Through Nov. 30
*We pay most utilities

*We pay all Maintenance

MCN

WE HAVE NEW OWNERS

The Legacy of Herington is taking applications for full and part time
RN positions.  Must have a positive attitude, be a dependable team
player, and be able to deliver quality care to our residents.   We offer
flexible scheduling and an attractive benefit package.  Interested
persons may send their resume to Michelle Clore, Administrator, 2
East Ash, Herington, KS  67449. EOE

CDL Drivers needed to haul livestock,
home on weekends. Great Benefit Package
for Full-Time Drivers!
www.lynchlivestock.com or call Angie @
563-776-3051 for more information. EOE
(MCN)

Over the Road carrier seeking experienced
drivers. Midwest and west coast, no east
coast.  Drivers average 3,000+ miles per
week, loaded and empty miles paid. 
Call recruiting 1-800-645-3748 (MCN)

MAKE $1000 Weekly!! Mailing Brochures
From Home. Helping home workers since
2001. No Experience Required. Start Im-
mediately! www.newmailers.com (VOID IN
SD, WI) (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.MyHomeIncomeNow55.com (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
FREE Political Coins. Trump, Hillary and
the Gang. Free Kids Collection 5 coins
with Purchase of any Political Collection.
Just in Time for the Holidays. Merry Christ-
mas. www.WeRPotus.com (MCN)

DISH NETWORK - $19 Special, includes
FREE Premium Movie Channels (HBO,
Showtime, Cinemax, and Starz) and Block-
buster at home for 3 months. Free instal-
lation and equipment. 
Call NOW! 1-866-820-4030 (MCN)

$14.99 SATELLITE TV.  Includes free in-
stallation.  High speed internet for less
than $.50 a day.  Low cost guarantee. Ask
about our FREE IPAD with Dish Network.
Call today 1-855-331-6646 (Not available
in NE) (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)

19.99/mo. for DIRECTV - HD Channels +
Genie HD DVR + 3 months FREE HBO,
SHOW, MAX & STARZ + FREE NFL Sunday
Ticket! Call Now 1-888-552-7314 (MCN)

DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/mo. FREE In-
stallation. FREE 3 months of HBO SHOW-
TIME CINEMAX, STARZ. FREE HD/DVR
Upgrade! 2015 NFL Sunday Ticket Included
(Select Packages) New Customers Only.
CALL 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

DISH NETWORK - Get MORE for LESS!
Starting $19.99/month (for 12 months).
PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast Internet for
$15 more/month). 
CALL Now 1-800-390-3140 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-442-
5148 (MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SEC-
ONDS. Don't wait!  Protect your family,
your home, your assets NOW for as little
as 70¢ a day! Call 855-614-5579 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. 
Call today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 50 tabs $90
includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-0780
or Metro-Meds.net (MCN)

AS SEEN ON TV:  Burn fat quickly & effec-
tively with Garcinia Cambogia.  Blocks
fat. Suppresses your appetite. Safe - 100%
natural.  Satisfaction Guaranteed! Free
bottle with select packages! 844-587-6487
(MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
Save up to 93%! Call our licensed Canadian
and International pharmacy service to
compare prices and get $15.00 off your
first prescription and FREE Shipping. 
1-800-263-4059. (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
(MCN)

ACNE SUFFERERS:  Clear your acne with
all natural Acnezine!  Eliminate the root
cause of acne fast. No negative side effects
of chemical treatments. Exclusive Trial Of-
fer, Call: 855-402-7215 (MCN)

4 For Rent

Small Town
Living at its Best
• Spacious 1 bedroom

apartments available now.
• Just northeast of Wichita

in the beautiful Peabody,
KS.

• Income based. 62 or 
older or disabled.

Utilities paid. Call today.
620-983-2958

Indian Guide 
Terrace Apartments

501 North Vine Street
Peabody, KS 66866

(Some market rent
apartments available.

Call for details.)

The City of Marion is 
accepting applications for an

Electrical 
Lineman

Applications available at
Marion City Hall
208 E. Santa Fe

Marion, KS 66861 
or call 620-382-3703

for additional information.
EOE

Independence, Respect and
Dignity since 1899

Bethesda Home in 
Goessel, KS is seeking an 

RN for our evening shift,
and licensed staff for 

our night shift to 
replace retiring nurses. 
If interested please fill out an 

application on line at:
www.bethesdahome.org or contact
Bethesda Home at 620-367-2291.

Bethesda Home is an EOE and 
offers a competitive salary and

benefit package.

Are you hungry? A hard worker? 
AGGRESSIVE and interested 

in making 60K per year? 

Apply in person at

1515 EAST BROADWAY
NEWTON

We need Salespeople NOW!

Ask for Del Morford or Scott Kranz

911 COMMUNICATIONS OPERATOR

“DISPATCHER”
Marion County Sheriff’s Department

has an opening for a fulltime Dispatcher.
This is shift work; nights, weekends and holiday’s

General Purpose: Answers and dispatches E911 and
Administrative calls for law enforcement, fire, and
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) agencies.

Qualifications include: High School graduate or equivalent.

EEOC. Marion County does not discriminate against the
handicapped in employment or provision of services.

Apply at: Marion County Sheriff’s Office,
202 South 4th, Marion, Kansas 66861

Telephone number (620) 382-2144
49-1tc

The Legacy of Herington is seeking a 

Social Service Designee for our skilled nursing facility.  

Must have an outgoing personality, a positive attitude, be 
dependable and be willing to learn.  Along with being a caring
advocate for our residents, duties include admission coordina-

tion, resident care planning, appointment scheduling, and 
acting as a liaison with family members.  Current C.N.A. and
SSD certification required.  Experience in a health care setting

preferred.  Attractive benefit package available.  

Interested persons may send resume to 
Administrator, The Legacy of Herington  
2 East Ash, Herington, KS  67449. EOE

STORE CLOSING
FIXTURE SALE

4-way Racks  •  Pant Rack
Cash Register  •  Wood/Glass Display Case

Cash/Wrap Counter  •  Misc. Supplies
Free Hangers  •  And More!

F A S H I O N S
101 N. Main – Hillsboro 

620-947-3362

Must be picked up by Dec. 23

LPNs     
 

Correctional nursing 
provides a rewarding career 
in a specialized field that 
encompasses ambulatory 
care, health education, 
urgent care and infirmary 
care. Corizon Health, a 
provider of health services 
for the Kansas Department 
of Corrections, has excellent 
opportunities at the El 
Dorado Correctional Facility, 
El Dorado, KS.   
 
Corizon Health offers 
excellent compensation, 
great differentials and for 
full time,  comprehensive 
benefits.  
 

Please CConttact: 
Mary EEinerson,,  RRN DDON  

316-321-7284  xx22602 
Mary.Einerson@ 

Corizonhealth.com 
Or  

View jjobs && aapply@  
Careerbuilder.com   

EOE/AAP/DTR 

Marion County Park and
Lake Marion County Park
and Lake is now accepting

applications for the 
Park and Lake Assistant.

Applicants must have
good people skills, com-
puter skills (Word and

Excel), able to work week-
ends, help with cleaning

and landscaping. 

Please pick up applications
available Monday-Friday
9am-5pm, Saturday 8am-

7pm at Marion County
Park and Lake Office: 

#1 Office Dr. Marion, KS.
Any questions call 

Lake Office
620-382-3240.

Hillsboro Community 
Hospital has an opening for:

Medical 
Laboratory Tech.

Full Time
Must be board 

certified or eligible.
Please contact 

Delores Johnson, Human 
Resources with any questions

at 620-947-1419.

Apply online at
www.hchks.com

or pick up an application at the front
desk at: 

701 S. Main • Hillsboro, KS 

E.O.E.–Drug Free Workplace

2 Merchandise 2 Merchandise

4 For Rent 4 For Rent

Local Jobs!
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PHOTOS BY CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Ryan Hirsh swims in the 100 yard butterfly at the Maize Invitational. Hirsh finished eighth in the event. 

Newton followed up a season-
opening win with a second-place
finish at the Maize Invitational
last Saturday afternoon. Maize,
one of the state's top teams, ran
away with the win with 418
points. Newton finished with 269
in the nine-team field that in-
cluded 4A, 5A, and 6A schools.

"We had almost all of our guys
drop some kind of time today,"
head coach Kim Powell said.
"Some of them, a couple seconds,
and our last relay [400 freestyle
relay] just dropped two seconds
today. Overall, we're pretty
happy."

The Railers finished fifth in the
state last season and, after two
meets, have already put them-
selves in a good position to do it
again. The Railers also added div-
ing to their arsenal, improving
their chances of taking home some
hardware.

The Railers have five guys who
gave diving a try, and Powell said
two of them will likely be ready to
go for the first diving meet of the
year on Friday, Dec. 11, at El Do-
rado.

"We [qualified] our third relay
today," Powell said. "So we've
qualified three relays."

The more relay teams at state,
the better. And now, the 200 med-
ley relay, 200 freestyle relay, and
the 400 freestyle relay will all
make the trip to Topeka in Febru-
ary. 

Powell is in her third year teach-
ing at Newton High but in only her
first as head coach of the swim
team. She coached at Junction
City before landing in Newton.

“We’re trying to do more speed
work in practice than distance,”

Powell said. “We want them to
know that they’re trying to reach
a goal every day. If we can cut
time every day, we’ll be in great
shape.”

The 200 medley and 400
freestyle relays both qualified to
open the season, so on Saturday it
was the 200 freestyle relay's turn
to get the job done.

The team of Quentin Dickey,
Ryan Hirsh, Joey Perales, and
Sam Berends finished with a time
of 1:39.58, better than the qualify-
ing standard of 1:41.16.

Hirsh took eighth in the 100
yard butterfly and third in the 100
backstroke. Perales finished
eighth in the 200 freestyle and
10th in the 100 freestyle. He also
swam on the eighth place 400
freestyle B relay. The A Relay of
Shaedon Wedel, Dickey, Adam
Ford, and Berends took third with
a time of 3:46.06, nearly three sec-
onds faster than their already
state-qualifying time. Dickey also

finished 12th in the 50 freestyle.
Wedel took sixth in the 100 butter-
fly in 1:02.01.

Ethan Torres dropped nearly 2.5
seconds in the 200 individual med-
ley and qualified for state with a
time of 2:15.69. The qualifying
standard is 2:21.7. Torres also
qualified for state in the 500
freestyle with a time of 5:32.16.
The qualifying time is 5:44.06.
Angus Siemens took ninth in
6:02.83. Seth Zastrow finished
12th with a time of 6:16.54.

Berends took third in the 50
freestyle with a time of 24.47 be-
hind Rose Hill's Gavin Smith and
Austin Farber, two of the state's
top sprinters. He also finished
sixth in the 100 freestyle in 54.35
seconds. He cut more than a sec-
ond off his time. Ford took sixth in
the 50 freestyle.

The Railers will again be in ac-
tion on Friday, Dec. 11, at El Do-
rado. They will not have another
meet until after the New Year. 

Newton swimming sets the pace early

Adam Ford swims at the Wichita Northwest YMCA last Saturday at the Maize Invitational.
Ford turned in a solid day, finishing sixth in the 50 yard freestyle, and helped the 400
freestyle relay to a third place finish. 

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

After a long, arduous start to the season, the
Bethel basketball teams are back in the win
columns.

The Bethel men started the season on a 10-
game losing streak and showed no signs of put-
ting the brakes on the skid. Then St. Mary came
to town last Thursday, and thanks to a last-sec-
ond bucket from Deven Goodwin, the Threshers
picked up their first win 73-72. 

A few days later, still riding high from their win
over the Spires, the Threshers went down to Win-
field to take on Southwestern. The Moundbuilders
received votes in the national rankings, but it did-
n’t matter because Bethel escaped with a 72-70
win.

Bethel is 2-0 in its last two games, but still has
work to do to get back in the KCAC race. The
Threshers are 2-10 overall, and 2-3 in the confer-
ence, which puts them in a three-way tie for sev-
enth with Kansas Wesleyan and Sterling.

No. 21 Tabor sits atop the KCAC at 10-2, 4-0.
The Bethel women’s story is virtually a carbon

copy of the men’s. They started the year 0-5, but
currently ride a two-game win streak after a 53-
47 win over St. Mary at Thresher Gymnasium
and then a 57-56 win at Southwestern. 

The Threshers (2-5, 2-3) also sit in a three-way
tie for seventh place in the KCAC with McPher-
son and Sterling.

Lauren Ulrich ranks fifth in the conference
with 15.6 points per game and sits atop the KCAC
with 4.43 assists per game.

No. 21 Tabor is 4-0 in the KCAC and is first in
the conference.

Bethel will travel to Ottawa on Saturday, Dec.
12, for a pair of afternoon games. After the two
wins, the men found some confidence and showed
they can win on the road. They tip off following
the women’s game, scheduled for 5 p.m.

The Bethel women are scheduled to play at 3
p.m.

Bethel teams
now riding
win streaks

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Deven Goodwin, a Chicago native, passes the ball during the
Threshers’ win over St. Mary. Goodwin scored late in the game
to give Bethel the win. 

The busy off season continued last week for
Newton running back Kade Remsberg. 

First, he made a trip to Chicago to visit yet an-
other big-time football program at Northwestern
on Saturday, then in the same day was named to
the Wichita Eagle’s 5A All-State team.

He was one of 19 running backs statewide to
earn the honor. Three backs were first team, and
Remsberg earned a spot on the honorable men-
tion list. Five running backs played for teams
Newton faced in 2015, including first team selec-
tion Dalton Peters of Salina Central, honorable
mentions Sam Coronoa of Salina South, Isziah
Hurtt of Valley Center, Dalyn Johnson of Maize,
and Michael McMullen of Salina Central.

Remsberg ran the ball 164 times for 1,212
yards and 11 touchdowns as the Railers went 1-
8. He also caught four passes for 78 yards.

Remsberg’s visit to Northwestern is his sixth
trip to a division one school following unofficial
visits to Kansas, Kansas State, Iowa, Notre
Dame, and Alabama. The Jayhawks and Wild-
cats finished the season not ranked, as Alabama
earned a spot in the college football playoff as
the No. 2 seed. Iowa barely missed the playoffs
as the No. 5 team in the nation. Notre Dame fin-
ished the year ranked No. 8 and Northwestern
earned the No. 13 ranking in the nation. North-
western will play Tennessee in the Outback
Bowl on Friday, Jan. 1, in Tampa, Fla. The
Fighting Irish will face Ohio State in the Fiesta
Bowl on Jan. 1 in Glendale, Ariz. Iowa will face
Stanford in the Rose Bowl on Jan. 1 in
Pasadena, Cali. 

Alabama will face off against Michigan State
in the Cotton Bowl on Thursday, Dec. 31.
Kansas State will play Arkansas in the Liberty
Bowl on Saturday, Jan. 2, in Memphis, Tenn.

Remsberg still plans to attend the Army All-
American Combine at the Alamodome in San
Antonio, Texas, on Jan. 7-9. The combine is for
the top 600 high school football players in the
nation and will have skills assessments and edu-
cational seminars throughout the weekend.

Remsberg has yet to decide on a school and
has a scholarship offer on the table from the
Jayhawks. He has yet to take any official visits
to a school. 

Remsberg has big week

What started out as
helping kids in his neigh-
borhood not be bullied has
grown into a life full of im-
pacting people of all ages.

Chris Rangel, a national
and international martial
arts champion, started in a
6X6 shed in his backyard
teaching kids with a con-
crete block and punching
bag.

“Then we started having
15 kids over, training them
in our living room,” Rangel
said. “My wife [Melinda]
said that we couldn’t do
that anymore, so we
started renting space at
the Flip Flop Shop.”

A few stops later landed
his training center at the
Starlite Skate Center that
the Rangels own and oper-
ate on top of hosting train-
ing sessions inside. He
said if it wasn’t for
Melinda, they would have
“shut down 20 different
times.”

He has too many accom-
plishments to list, so he fo-
cuses on the students who
train and compete at high
levels because “mine was
years ago; theirs is in the
present.”

This includes Isaac
Klug, an 11-year-old na-
tional champion, and
Haley Loewen, a three-

time state champion and
three-time world cham-
pion. Rangel has also
taught countless people
how to carry themselves
with a posture of discipline
and confidence, which is
what he prides himself on.

“I don’t focus on wins
and losses for the kids,”
Rangel said. “It takes a lot
of pressure off them. I
want to impact lives and
empower kids to be the
best they can be.”

His students appreciate
it, too. At competitions,
they feel virtually no pres-
sure to win or lose, but in-

stead to hit the mat with
their top effort and best
training.

“When you have a coach
that emphasizes wins and
losses, you want to focus
on just the next game,”
said Rachel Lyons, a 15-
year-old student at Ulti-
mate Martial Arts.
“Whereas, without focus-
ing on it, you want to focus
on the long-term goal.”

One of Rangel’s favorite
parts of coaching and
teaching is “sitting back
and watching them grow.”

He grew up not only
around martial arts but

putting it to practice as
well. His grandfather,
Lupe Llamas, was the first
TaeKwonDo instructor in
Newton and introduced
Rangel to the art when he
was three or four years
old.

“My passion was some-
thing that got turned on
when I was very young,”
Rangel said. “I can’t turn it
off. I never got burned out.
There’s this never ending
resolve to know every-
thing.”

He trained with his

Rangel takes different perspective to martial arts
BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Chris Rangel goes through a move at a class on Monday afternoon. Rangel has been teaching martial arts since
1992.
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Bethel announces coaching changes at volleyball and men’s soccer

Bethel College men’s
soccer coach Brennan
Peacock and volleyball
coach John Marble an-
nounced their resigna-
tions.

Peacock, whose resigna-
tion is effective Dec. 31,
came to Bethel in 2010 as
the graduate assistant for
the men’s and women’s
soccer programs. He was
named to the head coach
position for the men’s
team in December 2011.

Before coming to
Bethel, Peacock spent his
collegiate soccer career at
Georgia Southern Univer-
sity, Statesboro, where he

was three-year letter win-
ner and team captain his
sophomore and junior
years and was part of
teams that played in the
Southern Conference
Tournament semifinals
and championship.

“I want to thank Bethel
College for this great op-
portunity. I have had a
wonderful experience here
and have enjoyed all the
great relationships that
we have built. I will al-
ways have a strong tie to
Bethel College and hope
the soccer program con-
tinues to grow,” Peacock
said.

Originally from Carroll-
ton, Texas, Peacock has a
bachelor’s degree in gen-
eral studies, with concen-
trations in business and

physical education and
health and a minor in
coaching, from Georgia
Southern, and a master’s
degree in sports manage-
ment from Wichita State
University.

“I am extremely sad to
see Brennan leave,” Ath-
letic Director Kent All-
shouse said. “Besides
being a terrific coach who
has always done things
the right way, he is a good
friend. Although he will
no longer be working
here, Brennan will always
be a part of the Thresher
family.”

Marble’s resignation is
effective Feb. 3, 2016. He
came to Bethel in 2013
from Dawson Community
College, Glendive, Mont.,
where he was head volley-

ball coach and a faculty
member, teaching courses
in engineering, engineer-
ing technology, math,
physics and physical edu-
cation.

“It has been an honor
being part of the Bethel
College volleyball tradi-
tion,” Marble said.

Marble has a B.S. in
civil engineering from the
University of Idaho and
earned a master’s degree
in coaching and athletic
administration from Con-
cordia University in
Irvine, Calif..

Relying on experience
he acquired coaching from
middle school through col-
lege, Marble started the
volleyball program at
Dawson Community Col-
lege in 2008.

“It is always hard to say
goodbye to good people,
but I understand the de-
sire to explore new and
different career options,”
Allshouse said. “I wish
John the very best in
these future endeavors. I

will miss him.”
In addition to these two

openings, Bethel is com-
mencing a search for a
person to fill a new coach
position that combines
cross-country with track
and field.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com
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614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

Storage Units Available 
12x40 RV and Mini Storage

101 West Hwy 50 • 316-217-3305
jsmitch73@hotmail.com

Reserve Your Unit NOW!

Securestore50.com

grandpa and father, John
Rangel, growing up and
credited them with teach-
ing him to be a man. 

Now, he instructs many
different forms of martial
arts, including cardio
kickboxing, self defense,
Zumba, and TaeKwonDo.

What Rangel does dif-
ferently than other stu-
dios is everyone trains
together. To him, it does-
n’t matter how old or
young, male or female,

everyone trains together.
“Everyone learns to-

gether,” he said. “We
have kids and dads train-
ing against each other.”

He backed up his claim
with Edgar Rodriguez
and his five-year-old son,
Jovanie. When class
started, Lyons and Ro-
driguez warmed up to-
gether, throwing jabs and
kicks. Then another girl
and Klug sparred. Once
everyone warmed up,
Edgar and Jovanie traded
light punches and kicks.

“Sparring with my son
and taking classes with

him is amazing,” Ro-
driguez said. 

Rodriguez said his tem-
per used to be short but
has subsided since train-
ing with Rangel.

“His teachings are
amazing,” Rodriguez
said.

Rangel also doesn’t use
any Eastern methodology
in his teaching like typi-
cal martial arts studios.
Instead, he opens and
closes each class with a
prayer, giving thanks and
asking for blessing upon
his students.

“I don’t force anyone to
be a Christian,” he said.
“But when I made the
change to make this a
Christian center, I lost
some students. I still yell
at my students when
needed and we still train
hard; there’s just no med-
itations or anything like
that.”

His school won the
Kansas state title in 2002
and hasn’t lost since. The
team won the national

championship in 2014
and finished as the na-
tional runner-up in 2015.

To get his students
ready for competition, he
uses a myriad of tech-
niques, but one technique
remains a constant.

“He squirts water down
your back,” Klug said.
“Then he gives words of
advice. He tells me
strategic things and tells
me what to start with. He
gives really good strate-
gies. He’s a great coach.”

PHOTOS BY CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Isaac Klug warms up on Monday afternoon at Rangel’s studio.
Klug is a national champion. RIGHT: Edgar Rodriguez and his son, Jo-
vanie, spar at Ultimate Martial Arts. Jovanie is just 5 years old.

RANGEL
From Page 12

Well, folks. I’m officially
a resident of Newton,
Kansas. The day has

arrived and Newton’s trans-
plant is complete. After more
than seven years of my resi-
dency in Wichita, the city of
Newton took a great step for-
ward with my arrival. 

After a very wet Thanksgiv-
ing day move, one lost mat-
tress, box spring, and bed
frame, everything of mine is
now in town and I couldn’t be
more relieved. 

Bruce Behymer, M.D., told
me he read somewhere that
moving is at the top of the list
for most stressful events in a
person’s life.

I may not fully agree with
that, but who am I to argue
with science? I would put, in

no particular order, the death
of a loved one, starting a new
job, a first date, and probably
surgery as more stressful than
moving. But that’s just about
all I would put above the
stresses of moving.

There’s the constant fear of
if you have everything packed,
what you’re going to need the
morning of the move that you
need to leave out, and if you’re
going to have enough boxes,
which was not a concern for me
because my mom gave me
more cardboard than I may
ever need.

I found myself constantly
asking why I’m such a pack
rat. I would start to tell myself
I just needed to throw it all out
and start from scratch. It’d be
easier that way. I could have

just thrown out literally all of
my things and just bought
new. Who am I kidding? I’m a
journalist. I couldn’t afford
that. Actually, I don’t think
anybody could afford that.

The thing is, I’m not a pack
rat. I actually pride myself on
how little I actually own. Sure,

there’s some junk that I could
get rid of, but I have a neces-
sary amount of silverware,
plates, bed sheets, and base-
ball cards.

In reality, the move itself
was pretty smooth. I signed
the lease two weeks before the
end of the month, so it gave me
plenty of time to get every-
thing together and because I
drove from Wichita every day,
I just stopped by the house and
dropped off a few boxes. 

Next thing I know, my
apartment in Wichita is all but
empty and I’m stuck without
internet. Those few days with-
out internet were some of the
longest of my life.

That daily drive from Wi-
chita will not be missed. The
amount of gas I had to buy

from mid July until the end of
November wreaked havoc on
my debit card. You can stop by
706 N. Main, Newton to make
a donation. Please and thank
you.

All this is to say, I’m happy
to be here and can’t wait to im-
merse myself even more in the
community. I’m not just happy
to not be driving from Wichita
every day or that the move is
over, but I’m happy to be here.
The past few months the paper
has existed have been some of
the most fun I’ve had working
in a long time.

Let the good times roll!

Clint Harden is the sports
editor for Now Now. He can be
reached at clint@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Moving not most stressful thing in your life but pretty close

HARD COUNT

CLINT HARDEN

Roberts, Berry go big at Hays tournament

The Newton basketball
teams spent last weekend
out in Hays for the Hays
City Shootout and came
back home with some
solid performances under
their belts.

The Railer boys couldn’t
quite get their offense
going Thursday afternoon
against Garden City and
fell 49-41. 

Despite the loss, Tevin
Berry put on a show. The
senior lit up the score-
board with 31 points. De-
marcus Peterson scored
six, and Nathan Ahrens
put up four points in the
loss.

The next night against

Thomas More Prep, it was
Ahrens and Berry who
combined for most of the
Newton offense. The duo
scored 46 of their team’s
61 points in the 61-57
win.

Ahrens led Newton with
24, and Berry kept up his
tear with 22 on the game.
The Railers won their last
game of the tournament
59-51 in overtime over
Great Bend to go 2-1 on
the weekend. Berry again
scored 31 points and led
the Railers to their fifth-
place finish in the season-
opening tournament.

The 5A No. 4 Lady Rail-
ers opened the season
with a match with 6A No.
8 Garden City and com-
pletely dismantled the
Buffaloes 50-31.

Payton Roberts led

Newton with 12 points.
She was the only Railer in
double figures. Roberts
also pulled down 10 re-
bounds for the double-
double. DesiRay Kernal
scored nine points and
pulled down four re-
bounds. She turned in a
well-rounded game on the
stat sheet with two assists
and two steals.

Megan Akers scored
eight points and had two
steals. Taylor Antonowich
and Kyndal Bacon both
scored seven points.
Antonowich pulled down a
team-high 11 rebounds.

Newton then played
Manhattan, another
state-ranked team and
didn’t fare as well in the
46-34 loss. Roberts did
most of the lifting for
Newton on offense with 15

points. She also led the
team with eight rebounds.

The Railers bounced
back in the third place
game against the upstart
Hays Indians for the 60-
41 win. Roberts went off
for 31 points and tacked
on five rebounds, three
steals and four assists.

Jada Berry added some
support with 11 points
and three assists. Abby
Schmidt finished with
eight points.

Newton went 2-1 on the
weekend and finished
third in the eight-team
field.

The Railers will be back
in action Friday, Dec. 11,
at Ravencroft Gymnasium
at Newton High School.
The girls tip off at 6 p.m.,
and the boys will follow,
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com
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606 N. Main, Newton • 316-283-2210
info@faithandlifebookstore.com

Julane Hiebert
Saturday, December 12 * 10am-Noon

Refreshments!
Prizes!

Lots of Fun!

Hear the author’s journey to 
publication at 10:30 am

A woman determined to honor her obligations,
a man entangled in a long ago made commitment,
an orphaned child in need of security . . . Can God
guide these three souls to peace and fulfillment to-
gether?

Harder Family
Construction

Building in Sand Creek Station, 
Stone Creek Estates, Newton & 
surrounding cities & counties.

building 
energy 

efficient
homes

New hhome cconstruction ssince 11974 

The Midwest Free Community Papers wants to 

help bring tourism to your town! 
We have created an opportunity for you to reach 

our audited readers with a 30 word classified ad.  

That is more households than you can reach anywhere else! 

Between now and Sept. 1, 2015 you can do that for 

1/2 Price!*
30 words or less to... 

ALL MIDWEST ZONES:
Reg.                   SALE

$249/week          $125/week

ALL IOWA  PAPERS
or EAST or WEST ZONES:

Reg.                   SALE

$169/week          $85/week

ALL MINNESOTA PAPERS Tupperware

Sideline Chick

Pampered Chef

Mary Kay Avon

Thirty-One
Tastefully SSimple

Princess HHouse

Scentsy

Silpada

Tomboy Tools

Door Prizes!

Refreshments
& Lunch
Available

For more information contact
Teresa Huffman at 620-381-3920

or thuffman@marioncoks.net

Are you going
stir crazy?

Join us at the

Marion County Ladies Fair

I t’s time for you 
to take a break!

Vellata

Oragami Owl

Massages

Saturday, March 1 • 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Marion County Lake Hall
#1 Office Drive
Marion County
Park & Lake

Put Common Sense back on the Board
and let’s move this City the right way!

• I’ve been a Newtonian for 45 years, 
Married with two grown children

• I’m a veteran of the US Navy, served 
in the Vietnam War

• Served on Newton Police Reserves 
for 14 years, 5 years as Captain

• Assisted in handling budget and sales        
negotiations for 13 years.

“I will do my best to
stop these “PIE IN THE
SKY” Dreams that are
using YOUR MONEY!”

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed people can chang
the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has. – Unknown

Make the right choice, thank you for your
support and VOTE ON APRIL 7th!

Your tax dollars are at stake!

for Newton City 
Commission

Put Common Sense back on the Board
and let’s move this City the right way!

• I’ve been a Newtonian for 45 years, 
Married with two grown children

• I’m a veteran of the US Navy, served 
in the Vietnam War

• Served on Newton Police Reserves 
for 14 years, 5 years as Captain

• Assisted in handling budget and sales        
negotiations for 13 years.

M h ll K d i k f Cit C i i

“I will do my best to
stop these “PIE IN THE
SKY” Dreams that are
using YOUR MONEY!”

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed people can chang
the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has. – Unknown

Make the right choice, thank you for your
support and VOTE ON APRIL 7th!

Your tax dollars are at stake!

for Newton City 
Commission

THE 2014 MARION COUNTY

TOURISM &
RESOURCE

GUIDE
…a guide to 900 square miles of happiness
Cost
Full Page:

Back Cover Full color $655.00 (may bleed)
Inside Covers Full color $555.00 (may bleed)
Contents Pages Full color $515.00 (may bleed)

2/3 page $429.00
1/2 page $325.00
1/3 page $265.00
1/4 page $205.00
1/6 page $165.00

All ads include process or spot color at no additional charge.

The deadline for advertising your event, attraction,
business or service is Friday, January 31. 

The resource guide, an 8.5x11, full-color gloss
magazine, will include information on tourism,
government, shopping, recreation, education,
dining, industry, medical & health, religion, lodg-
ing and services available in Marion County plus
will include a centerfold map of Marion County
roads and towns.

8,000 copies will be
printed & distributed
throughout the State
of Kansas and high
traffic areas within

the area:

• Kansas Sampler Festival

• Entry points to Kansas and Visitors
Centers statewide

• Marion County Chambers of Commerce
and Economic Development Offices

• Area Restaurants

• Area Lakes

• Welcome Wagon Baskets, Marion 
County towns

• Real Estate Offices in Marion County

• Banks in Marion County

• Motels and B&Bs in Marion County

• Sports, Boat and Travel Show, Wichita

• Booths at Kansas State Fair

• Anyone interested can request copies 
for special events hosted in the county

For more information or to be included in this
Resource Guide contact Michelle Hulett at 620-381-3571

or email michelle@hillsborofreepress.com. 
You can also fax your ad copy to 620 947 5940

The guide is a produced by the
Hillsboro Free Press. The purpose is
to attract visitors to the county and
to inform potential visitors and
potential new residents about what

A guide to 900 Square
Miles of Happiness!

2013 Tourism & Resource Guide

07 . . . . . . . . . . Attractions

18 . . . . . . . . . . Festivals & Events

20 County Map

22 . . . . . . . . . .Dining Guide

34 Resource Directory

PLEASE TAKE A FREE COPY!
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That is more households than you can reach anywhere else! 
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1/2 Price!*
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Reg.                   SALE

$249/week          $125/week

ALL IOWA  PAPERS
or EAST or WEST ZONES:
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Sideline Chick
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Mary Kay Avon

Thirty-One
Tastefully Simple

Princess HHouse

Scentsy

Silpada

Tomboy Tools

Door Prizes!

Refreshments
& Lunch
Available

For more information contact
Teresa Huffman at 620-381-3920

or thuffman@marioncoks.net

Are you going
stir crazy?

Join us at the

Marion County Ladies Fair

I t’s time for you 
to take a break!

Velata

Oragami Owl

Massages

Saturday, March 1 • 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Marion County Lake Hall
#1 Office Drive
Marion County
Park & Lake
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Roberts changes mind, will throw at Iowa Central

After verbally commit-
ting to Kansas State over
the summer, Newton’s
Payton Roberts reconsid-
ered. 

Roberts announced via
Twitter last Wednesday
that she was accepted to
Iowa Central Community
College. She plans to
throw shot put and dis-
cus for the Tritons.

She didn’t pull away
from Kansas State com-
pletely, as she plans to
go up to Manhattan for
her junior and senior
years of college.

“I just thought I
needed to get that college
feel,” Roberts said. “I
want to be able to get
better at the juco level so
once I go D-1, it will be
an easier transition.”

Roberts holds two
school records and has
won four state champi-
onships for the Railers in
the two events. She is on
track to win two more
when the spring season
rolls around.

She also plays basket-
ball and volleyball, but

throwing is her focus.
Roberts drew attention
from many division one
programs from around
the nation but chose to
go the community college
route.

“What drew me in was
Coach [Brad] Foote,”
Roberts said. “He coaches
like a division one coach.
I’ll be getting the D-1
coaching just at the juco
level. It offers more op-
portunities to get more
involved in college and to
step out of my comfort
zone a little bit.”

Foote is in his third
year at Iowa Central and
has coached four national
champions in throwing
events, including a shot
put champion who set a
school record.

The Lady Tritons won
national team titles in
2010, 2012, and 2014.
They finished second in
2011 and 2013, so
Roberts will be stepping
into a newly-established
national powerhouse.

“I think if my numbers
improve these next two
years at Iowa Central,
then I will be more suc-
cessful at K-State in the
long run,” Roberts said.
“To be the best I can be,

there are some sacrifices
that I had to make. One

of those was to not go to
K-State right away. I

think this will be the
best choice for me, and I

hope I can fulfill my
dreams of becoming a
professional thrower.”

She said last summer
that her ultimate goal is
to compete in the
Olympics, a goal that
isn’t out of the question.

With titles in both the
shot put and discus for
two years in a row,
Roberts established her-
self as the premier
thrower in the state.
Couple her talent and
work ethic with Foote’s
credentials, and she may
be on her way to interna-
tional competition.

But for now, Roberts
enters as a staple for the
Newton basketball team,
a squad that’s ranked
fourth in 5A entering the
season.

First practices for the
spring season will be
held March 17, with
opening meets around
two weeks after.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Payton Roberts, a three-sport ath-
lete, goes through a drill at bas-
ketball practice. She is a four-time
state champion in shot put and
discus and has chosen to attend
national power Iowa Central Com-
munity College.

Thresher volleyball players earn academic honors

Two Bethel volleyball players
earned spots on the National Asso-
ciation of Intercollegiate Athletics
Scholar-Athlete team.

Ashley Dishon and Tia Goertzen

turned in solid seasons on the
floor and are now recognized for
their work in the classroom. 

Dishon, a senior from Horton,
finished third on the team with
233 kills and second with 12
blocks. She scored the second-most
points on the team with 314. Her
major is elementary education.

Goertzen, a junior from Goessel,

was third on the team in kills per
set, averaging 1.24. Her major is
social work.

To qualify for the distinction,
the student-athlete must maintain
a 3.5 grade point average and be
in at least junior academic stand-
ing.

Bethel finished the season 5-29
overall and 2-17 in the conference.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

Newton wrestlers remain
ranked after opening week

After an undefeated
week for Newton’s Logan
Treaster and Christian
Diaz, the two NHS
wrestlers remain in the
top six of their respective
weight classes.

Treaster entered the
season as the top-ranked
wrestler in 5A at 120
pounds and tore through
his matches in the open-
ing week to stay atop the
weight class. His toughest
match came against Ka-
paun’s Braden O’Donnell,

a 3-2 win. Treaster also
beat Ark City’s Montez
Robinson. Both of those
wins came Saturday at
the annual Ark City Dual
Tournament.

Diaz did much the
same. He entered the sea-
son ranked at No. 4 in 5A
at 220 pounds and still
sits in the same spot after
a great week. He beat Ark
City’s Shawn Dent, the
No. 5 wrestler at 220, 4-3
in three periods at Ark
City.

Brody Roberson re-
mains ranked No. 6 in 5A
at 126 pounds, despite not
wrestling in the season’s
opening week.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Ashley Dishon serves at an early season match at Thresher Gymnasium. Dishon and teammate Tia Goertzen were named as NAIA Scholar-Ath-
letes. 

The Newton Fire/EMS
Department added three
firefighters on Dec. 4.

Family, friends, city
staff and commission
members attended a cere-
mony held at Fire Station
No. 3 to honor Bryce Roth,
Jared Bergner and Zane
Hansen, the department’s
three newest members.

The three replaced
some outgoing members of

the department and com-
pleted a month training
course, a sped up version
of the department's six-
week training course.

“It gave us a chance to
see what they're made of,”
Dept. Fire/EMS Chief
Scott Metzler said.
“They're made of good
stuff.”

The three’s training in-
cluded a crash course on
all sorts of emergency sit-
uations they'll respond to
on the department, which
means a lot of informa-
tion.

“The hardest part was
picking everything up,”
Bergner said.

Metzler said that he
was happy with the hires,
which bring the depart-
ment up to 50 employees.

He said usually for an
open position there are
about 12 applicants. Met-
zler said the screening
process before they make
a hire is intensive, but he
feels confident in the se-
lections.

“Our motto is to hire for
character and train for
skills,” Metzler said.

Fire/EMS Chief Mark
Willis echoed the senti-
ment during a speech at
the ceremony.

“We believe in finding
the right attributes and
character in personnel
that are in it for the long
term,” Willis said.

New firefighters inducted into Newton department
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
From left, Fire EMS/ Chief Mark Willis, new firefighters Zane Hansen, Bryce Roth, Jared Bergner and Dept.
Fire/EMS Chief Scott Metzler pose for a photo after the hiring ceremony. 



Winters in Kansas bring
ice, snow, wind and bit-
terly cold temperatures. 

When the thermometer
drops, risks go up for all
people. 

People getting too cold,
as well as slipping and
falling, seem to be the pri-
mary injuries they see at
Newton Medical Center's
emergency room. And the
group most vulnerable to
such injuries are the eld-
erly. 

“When you consider the
elderly, we have balance,
strength, sight and hearing
issues,” said Dr. Ted Cook,
NMC emergency room
medical director. “Any sort
of ice or snow is a formida-
ble impediment for them to
walk safely.” 

Cook said the risk of
falling presented the
biggest risk. 

“One of the most danger-
ous activities is people
going out to get their news-
paper or take out their
trash,” he said. “Kerplop
and down they go.”

Patients then enter the
emergency room with a va-
riety of breaks and bruises.

“We see a lot of wrists,
heads, hips and ankles,” he
said. “Those are things you
see broken most fre-
quently.”

Cook also said the cold
poses a risk—especially for
the elderly on limited in-
come. 

“They don't have the lay-
ers of fat we do and run
into all kinds of troubles,”
he said. “They get colder
than they think they're
going to get.”

Cook urged residents to
contact utility companies
during cold weather if they
have trouble paying their
bills. The utility companies
will help out and keep heat
on when temperatures get
especially cold.

The center for disease
control also lists regulating
body temperature as a
winter risk for the elderly. 

“Older adults often make
less body heat because of a
slower metabolism and
less physical activity,” the
Centers Guide to Extreme
Cold stated. “If you are
over 65 years of age, check
the temperature in your
home often during severely
cold weather.”

Lynnette Redington, di-

rector of the Harvey
County Health Depart-
ment, said a big risk in
cold or icy weather comes
from not being ready in
case the power goes out. 

“Number one is not
being prepared,” she said.
“We know it's coming. We
could have supplied our-
selves with more canned
vegetables. Do we have
backup batteries for a
radio or flashlights? They
are much safer for use
than candles. Once you are
in that situation, too, stay
rational. Remember time
will pass.”

Cook said a few simple
and obvious steps could be
taken to keep the elderly
safe. 

“Make sure that they
don't go outside when it’s
icy,” he said. “Check on the
elderly. Have a plan set up. 

When somebody falls
two or three days later and
someone finds them, that's
just sad for everybody. 

If you do have to get out,
use extreme care.”

Local assisted-living fa-
cilities have to take extra
care to ensure that resi-
dents are safe. 

“At Kidron Bethel Vil-
lage, we monitor winter
storms and take precau-
tions to ensure seniors are
safe,” David McBeth of
Kidron Bethel Village
stated. “We salt the park-
ing lots, entryways, side-
walks and driveways to
reduce any chances of resi-
dents or staff slipping on
ice.” 

On top of slipping, and
cold issues, this time of
year also brings flu season
and an increased risk of
carbon-monoxide poison-
ing. 

Influenza and pneumo-
nia claimed 56,979 lives in
2013, according to the
Center for Disease Con-
trol. Cook recommended
good hand washing to
avoid the flu. 

Editor’s note: Cook listed
getting a newspaper as a
large risk during icy
weather. Please be safe and
avoid picking up Newton
Now from your mailbox if
it gets ugly outside on a
Thursday. The entire
paper is available online,
as well, if you have a 
subscription. 
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Lifetime

� Manual, Activator or Impulse 
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� Acupuncture

� Custom made orthotics
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Happy 
Holidays!
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Winter weather brings increased
risk to everyone, especially elderly

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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Don’t forget to keep yourself warm during the frigid winter days.

Keeping safe in the cold
The Center for Disease Control gives some sim-

ple directions for staying safe in cold weather and
ice. 

Plan ahead: Have food, water and medical needs
met and prepared for before bad weather strikes. 

Prepare your home: Have a thermometer inside
to monitor temperatures. Insulate your pipes. 

Keep the inside of your house safe: Don't place a
space heater within three feet of anything flamma-
ble. Have a working smoke and carbon monoxide
detector.

Be safe outside: dress warm, monitor wind chill,
stay hydrated, avoid overexertion as well as ice. 

Newton Medical Center receives national recognition

Newton Medical Center
was recognized by iVan-
tage Health Analytics and
the National Organization
of State Office of Rural
Health for overall excel-
lence in outcomes, reflect-
ing top quartile
performance among all
acute care hospitals in the
nation.

“It is an honor to receive
this recognition,” said
Steve Kelly, president and
chief executive officer of
Newton Medical Center.
“Our dedicated doctors,
nurses and staff work tire-

lessly to provide outstand-
ing patient care to those in
our community—and this
recognition is a reflection
of their efforts.”

The rankings have been
designated by the Hospital
Strength INDEX, the in-
dustry’s most comprehen-
sive and objective
assessment of hospital per-
formance. 

In partnership with
NOSORH, iVantage
Health Analytics devel-
oped a data-driven pro-
gram designed to identify
excellence across a broad
spectrum of indicators rele-
vant to hospital perform-

ance and patient care. 
The Hospital Strength

INDEX captures perform-
ance metrics for more than
4,000 acute care hospitals,
including more than 1,300
rural and Critical Access
Hospitals. Leveraging data
from public data sources,
INDEX aggregates data
from 66 individual metrics
into three major categories
and nine pillars to derive a
single strength overall rat-
ing for each facility.

Newton Medical Center
receives national recogni-
tion. The fifth annual Na-
tional Rural Health Day
took place Nov. 19.

FOR NEWTON NOW
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Fur covers a reindeer’s body to 
keep it warm in its very cold 
habitat. They even have fur on  
      the bottom of  
          their hooves,  
           which keeps  
             them from  
   slipping  
             on icy   
                       ground. 

The verb reflect means to 
throw back an image to its 

point of origin.

This week’s word:
REFLECT

Try to use the word reflect
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

The water reflected the 
light of the moon.

What kind of games do 
reindeer like to play? ANSWER: A pine Apple.

REINDEER
SOLUTION
FINNISH
ANTLERS
ROAMING
REFLECT
SERIOUS
HERDERS
PAINT
NORTH
LIGHT
SHINY
ROAD
DYE
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Kick your legs 
up as high as 
you can! (Make sure 
you have plenty of space!)

Stand with your feet slightly 
apart. Raise your arms over 
your head and then slowly 
bend backwards as far 
as you can.

Cold? Warm up by running in 
place for two full minutes.

Play one of your favorite 
songs and do the twist!

Standards Link: Physical Education: Use a 
variety of basic and advanced movement 
forms.

Reindeer are herded in the 
state of Alaska and in eight 

countries. Unscramble 
them and then find them 

on a world map.

AYWRON

LIFNDAN

DEWESN

SURAIS

LEENGRAND

GOMONLIA

HICAN

DACNAA

Look through the 
newspaper for words 

that describe the 
reindeer below. Cut 
and paste the words 

into each box.

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to locate 

information.

R
S
F
A
R
R
S
H

Santa’s reindeer like to play 
games with him! Before 
he can open his present, 
he has to unscramble the 

letters to find out 
what is inside.

e 
, 
e 

        o you love to wear clothes 
        that light up or glow? 
These can keep you 
_______ when 
walking outside 
at night.

This idea of 
safety for 
people is 
being tried 
out by 
reindeer 
_________ 
in Finland to 
help keep 
reindeer safe 
at __________.

For years, Finnish 
reindeer herders have had a 
____________ problem—cars 
hitting their roaming reindeer.

Hitting a reindeer is certainly bad 
for the animal. It also causes 

_____________ to cars and 
causes people to get hurt.

Herders tried putting 
reflective ________ 
and reflectors on 
the reindeer. But 
the animals were 
able to rip them 
off easily.

Now they are 
trying another 

___________. They 
paint the reindeer 

antlers with a dye that 
_____________ light. At 

night, a car’s headlights will 
      reflect off the _______________, 

   alerting the driver that a reindeer is 
  in the road.
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Imagine you have just won a holiday vacation 
to anywhere in the world. Where would you 
go? Find it on a map. Look through today’s 
newspaper for five items you’d need to pack.
Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate information.

Kid Scoop is made possible by these sponsors: 

If you like this feature and would like it each week, consider 
subscribing to this newspaper, which provides Kid Scoop to 

requesting classrooms free of charge.
harveycountynow.com/newtonnow

712 N. Main • Newton
316.284.0390

www.EAULILY.com

Open Sunday
afternoons in

December.

Gifts & Toys 
for all ages.

Some 
handmade, 

all well made!


