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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Phil Epp, right, is with horse Rhubarb at his rural Newton Home. Epp was named to the Cowboy Artists of America.

The City of Newton paid a $235,000 financial package
to purchase 1.4 acres of ground on the south side of
town.

According to the city, the land, west of Orscheln Farm
and Home, would be used for a roundabout and possible
roadway to help with traffic once the new Prairie Fire
Apartment Complex is constructed.

For a city short on funds, $235,000 seems like a large
amount of money to drop on a small piece of land, so we
took a deeper look into if the price was a good deal for
Newton and taxpayers and why such a chunk of ground
would be so important to the city.

The why
The reason for the land buy at 321 Windward Drive

mostly comes down to future traffic flow.

DIGGING DEEPER

Breaking down
Newton’s six
figure land buy

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Jaycob Hultberg suffered a head injury while working
at the Harvey County Detention Center September 24.

The injury was severe enough to put him in a med-
ically induced coma and cause the removal of part of his
skull. 

All that is clear. What isn't clear is if he will receive
workman's comp for the injury or his job back at the jail. 

If that doesn't happen, he will not have employer help
with his insurance as the months of medical bills con-
tinue to grow, and no job as well.

Hultberg has been in the news after the aunt he was
living with, Jane Crawford, made it known that the
county sent him a letter saying he was no longer em-
ployed following his injury. 

“I asked what grounds can they fire him and our
lawyer explained on the grounds that he can’t do his

See BUY / 11

County employee 
terminated following
severe injury on job

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See COUNTY / 8

When Phil Epp was around
5 or 7 years old, he remembers
asking his dad to draw a horse,
and he recalled his dad had
difficulty with the task.

“I remember thinking,
'That's pretty good, but I think
I can do better,'” Epp said, sit-
ting in a chair Monday morn-
ing, as the cool autumn breeze
blew through his rural Newton
studio screen door. “I remem-
bered drawing just to while
away the days.”

Epp certainly has done bet-
ter with art throughout his
lifetime as an artist and art

Recognition of a lifetime
Local artist Phil Epp named to Cowboy Artists of America

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Phil Epp, a retired Newton art teacher, stands near part of a fence he made at
his rural Newton home.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See EPP / 8

Halstead resident John
Weber slowly sauntered up to
where folks deposit their paper
ballots on Thursday, with his
votes securely tucked into the
plastic gray holder voters are
given, and allowed his ballot to
fall in.

Weber wore a hard hat and
pointed out his weathered “I
Voted in Harvey County” sticker

affixed to it. He said he keeps
his voting sticker on his hard
hat all year, right before he
picked up a new sticker.

One voter, Frances Walls of
Newton, liked being able to vote
early.

“We prefer being able to come
in in person and vote early,” she
said. “It's really convenient the
fact you can come in and vote
ahead of time.”

Early voting in Harvey
County started on Tuesday, Oct.

Massive turnout predicted
for election in Harvey Co.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See VOTING / 8

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Election workers Evelyn Adams, left, and Teresa Foster, center, help voters on Thursday
morning.

Railers battle hard at state - Page 13
Health and Senior Living - Page 16

Triple homicide in rural Harvey County - Page 2
Local voting guide - Pages 10-11
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Get ready to ‘caul’ this dish a part of dinner
One of the things

they don’t tell you
about getting mar-

ried is that it will change
your diet.

When we got married,
Joey had to give up eat-
ing tomatoes as often as
he’d like, because I’m al-
lergic to them and have
to watch my intake if I
don’t want to suffer from
hives afterwards.

I gave up eating a lot
of my favorite vegetables,
because Joey’s list of pre-
ferred veggies is a bit
shorter than mine.

So I was a little excited
this past week when I
was on my own for din-
ner, and I could make
whatever I wanted to eat.

Of course, what is a
girl to do in such a situa-
tion than to break out
the cauliflower?

OK, so I’m probably
alone in that, but I’m
guessing I’m not the only
one who likes it, so if
you’re in my camp, or if
you’d like to try to re-

cruit someone else into
the cauliflower lovers
club with a good recipe,
then I have the one for
you.

I found this recipe on a
blog called “Healthy
Recipes.” You can find
the original at
http://healthyrecipes-
blogs.com/2014/12/10/bak
ed-cauliflower/. I added
mozzarella to my version.

Cheesy Baked Cauli-
flower

Ingredients
1 head cauliflower
1 tablespoon extra-virgin
olive oil
1/2 teaspoon black pep-
per
1 teaspoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon paprika
salt to taste
1/2 cup shredded moz-
zarella
1/2 cup grated parmesan
(or just add more moz-
zarella)

Directions

Preheat the oven to
425 degrees.

Wash the cauliflower
and separate it into flo-
rets (chop up the stems,
too, if you like).

Combine cauliflower,

oil, pepper, garlic powder,
paprika and salt in a
9x13-inch pan, and stir
to make sure everything
is well-coated. Spread
the mixture evenly in the
pan, and sprinkle the

cheese over the top.
Bake for 15 minutes,

and stir the contents.
Bake for another 15

minutes or until the cau-
liflower is beginning to
brown nicely.

I really enjoyed this
recipe. I actually used
garlic salt instead of gar-
lic powder and salt, and
it turned out well. Also, if
you don’t want your cau-
liflower to have any
crunch to it, keep your
florets on the small side.
The bigger florets in
mine didn’t get soft all
the way through, but
they were still really
good.

This also reheated re-
ally well out of the
fridge, so I got to enjoy
this several times
throughout the week.

Plus, the side benefit of
making baked cauli-
flower is that I got it all
to myself. I’m all about
sharing with Joey, but
sometimes, at least when
it comes to my favorite
vegetables, it’s nice to be
a bit selfish.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now

and is a Bethel College 
graduate.

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Cheesy baked cauliflower is easy to make and adds just the right amount of cheese and spices to make cau-
liflower a little more interesting.

The Harvey County Sheriff's
Office has identified the
three victims of the triple homi-
cide at the 8600 block of N.
Spring Lake Road, in northern
Harvey County.

Richard Prouty, 52, Travis
Street, 33 and Angela Graeves,
37, are all believed to have been
killed by gunshots Sunday in at
the address in rural Harvey
County.

The Harvey County Sheriff's
Department began investigat-
ing since Sunday around 5:30
p.m.

A motorist driving in the area
was stopped by another driver
and told that there were dead
bodies at the residence.

The motorist called law en-
forcement, and officers found

the bodies of Prouty, Street and
Graeves all dead in the drive-
way from gunshot wounds, ac-
cording to Sheriff T. Walton.
Walton said Graeves and Street
were in a long-term relationship
and lived at the house. Investi-
gators believe Prouty, of New-
ton, was a friend of the other
two.

Walton said in a Monday
press conference that all
three died outside and there
was no sign of a struggle. He
said the nature the bodies were
found in has led investigators to
believe that the killing was a
targeted action. He did not elab-
orate on where the victims were
shot.

Inside the house they also
found an 18-month-old baby,
who was alive and unharmed.
The child's parents were among
the victims, and Walton said
the child has been handed over
to relatives.

The person who originally
tipped off the motorist to the ex-
istence of the bodies has been
questioned, but Walton said
that person is not a suspect.

So far there are no suspects
in the case.

Walton said as of now the
KBI, as well as local law en-
forcement, continues to investi-
gate the scene and conduct
interviews.

Walton said that investiga-
tors are looking into a number
of motives in the case, including
that it was drug related.

"We have an idea of some of
the things behind this," he said.

Walton added that investiga-
tors were looking into the case
being connected with drug ac-
tivities.

As of now, he said the depart-
ment has no suspects in the
case but asked anyone with in-
formation to call the Harvey
County Sheriff's Office.

Names released in triple homicide in rural Harvey Co.

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Sheriff T. Walton speaks to press Sunday night at the crime scene. Harvey County
has seen seven homicides in the last year. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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Well, assuming hundreds of signatures
aren't disqualified, it looks like the sale
of Camp Hawk is heading for a public
vote.

Since Harvey County published intent
to look for a buyer for Camp Hawk, there
has been a swell of support from people
who want the park to stay with the
county.

North Newton resident Brandon Nel-
son led the charge, putting together a pe-
tition to put the fate of the park up to a
public vote, should the county decide to
try to sell it.

The group needs at least 422 signa-
tures by Nov. 7 to file a protest petition.
After a gathering on Nov. 1 to get a count
to see where they are at, Nelson believes
the number they already have is signifi-
cantly north of 422.

“I think we are fairly comfortable that
we are going to be over 1,000,” Nelson
said. “This is what we were hoping for.
The response was fantastic.”

Going door to door and asking for sig-
natures, Nelson said the vast majority of
people they talk to who are aware of the
situation are frustrated and eager to sign
the petition. Between Nelson and one
other person, out of about 700 people, he
said there were only five who knew
about the sale and didn’t want to sign.

“Less than 1 percent didn’t think we
needed a vote on this,” Nelson said. “So
it’s pretty frustrating that we have found
ourselves in this situation, but the sup-
port was outstanding.”

Now all this being said, these numbers
should be taken with a grain of salt. The
signatures have to be approved by the
county clerk as registered voters, and
everything with the petitions must be in
order. 

As the group prepares to file the peti-
tion, Nelson just wants to see the issue
resolved.

“We would like to see several options
for how we treat this,” Nelson said, “not
only the most dire. That is what we
would like to see. We’ll see what they de-
cide. From what I understand, all three
of them would need to vote to put it on
the ballot. I’d rather see them spend
some time to try to solve the problem.”

Camp Hawk protest signatures
pass benchmark for public vote

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

A would-be car burglar
had a bad trick-or-treat-
ing experience after a
passerby caught him in
the act and held him at
gunpoint until police ar-
rived. 

Police Lt. Scott Powell
said that around 3:30
p.m. Monday, Oct. 31, in
the 1700 block of North
Main, a nearby resident
observed a man rifling

through a
car. 

Powell
said the res-
ident knew
the car to
belong to
someone
else. 

So, accord-
ing to Powell, the Samari-
tan confronted the man
with a gun. He held him
at gunpoint with one
hand and called the police
with the other.

Powell said police ar-
rived, told the Samaritan

to put down the gun and
then arrested the other
man. 

Powell said Joshua
Hernandez was arrested
on charges of attempted
burglary of a non-
dwelling. 

He's being held on a
$4,000 bond. 

As for the man who
pointed a gun at him,
Powell said no charges
would be filed. 

He said such cases are
weighed on a case-by-case
basis and the Samaritan
was preventing a felony.

Halloween car burglar detained
at gunpoint by Newton resident

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Hernandez

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Maggie Carlson, center, hands out candy Monday night downtown at the Kansas Auto Repair
table. 

The weather was a bit
blustery Monday night
and not at all crisp as
cops, Batmen, a library
princess, at least a couple
of Katniss Everdeens (one
in a gown, the other in a
fighter outfit) and Silver
Mist, who’s a friend of Tin-
kerbell of Peter Pan fame,
walked up and down Main
Street for the annual
candy-collecting event.

Businesses handed out
sweet treats as children,
and even some adults,
showed their costumes for
trick-or-treating down sev-
eral Main Street blocks. It
appeared all the children
were escorted by adults.

“This is our second
year, so we haven’t been
doing it too long,” said
Melissa Carlson, whose
husband, Jeremy, works
at Kansas Auto Repair,
and KAR had a table set
up to hand out sweet-and-
sour Smarties.

Carlson was dressed as
a library princess, and
her husband was decked
out as a mechanic. 

“I’m dressed as an auto
mechanic,” Jeremy Carl-
son joked. “I had to work
hard for this.”

“We’re just kinda doing
it to just give back to the
community,” Jeremy Carl-
son said. “Trying to be
part of the community.”

Their daughter, Maggie
Carlson, 12, had her own
costume.

“I am from the Hunger
Games—Katniss
Everdeen,” she said, tak-
ing a little break from
handing out candy.

One mom, Loni Jensen,
who portrayed Abigail
Adams, liked the down-
town event.

“It is very convenient

and nice,” she said. “I
went here to have the op-
portunity to see friends
and meet new people, and
of course, get candy.”

She walked around
with her daughter, Alexis
Jensen, who was dressed
as Silver Mist.

The Halloween Safe
Walk is sponsored by the
Newton Lions Club.

Trick or treat on Main Street
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Boston Galleher has a little problem with her mouse ears as she’s
dressed as Minnie Mouse on Monday night during the trick-or-treat
event. 

WWW.HARVEYCOUNTYNOW.COM



Children without toys
at Christmas isn't much of
a holiday.

That's the sentiment of
Bill Ryan, chairman of the
Newton Toy Run, and oth-
ers involved in the annual
project.

“It's all for the kids,”
Ryan said. “The holidays
are all about helping the
kids. That's the ultimate
goal is to make sure kids
have a Christmas that
normally wouldn't have
one.”

The 31st Annual Toy
Run will be at 1 p.m. Sun-
day, Nov. 13, rain or shine.
Line-up starts at noon,
and the ride begins at 1
p.m. at the Chisholm Trail
Center at Interstate 135,
exit 28. Those attending
can buy a button for $2 for
a chance to win $100, and
chili and fixin's is $4. The
toy run will end up at the
American Legion in New-
ton.

“We've had to move it
from the usual location
that we've had at the
VFW,” Ryan said, adding
that was because the

VFW lost its liquor li-
cense.

Anyone can take part in
the toy run, and all vehi-
cles are welcome. The only
entry requirement is peo-
ple have to bring a toy.
There are usually about
400 motorcycles that take
part in the event. Ryan
said not everybody then
goes to the place where
chili is served at the end
of the ride.

“Not everybody stops,”
he said. “They ride, do-
nate a toy and go home,”
adding some folks stay for
the live auction, which
starts at 2 p.m.

Ryan said if any busi-
nesses have an item to do-
nate for the auction,
they're welcome to bring it
to Those Blasted Signs,
302 N. Main St. in New-
ton. Anything they think
would sell at an auction
would be something to do-
nate. At least four kids' bi-
cycles may be in the
auction, Ryan said.

The event brings in
money and toys.

“We get tons of toys,”
Ryan said.

Last year, they raised
$4,500. All proceeds bene-
fit needy children through
the Harvey County Salva-

tion Army.
“If anybody wants to be-

come a sponsor, call me,”
Ryan said. For more infor-
mation, call 316-283-2498
or 316-727-4611.

At the outlet mall, the
Salvation Army will have
two trucks, so there will
be two places folks can
drop off the toys. 

“It just makes the toy
collection go quicker,”
Ryan said.

Salvation Army also
will help sell the buttons.

The parade route will
be about the same as pre-
vious years. It will start at
the outlet mall, go up
Main Street, east on 12th
and south to the Legion
on Spencer. Santa and
Mrs. Claus will be in the
parade, as well. Ryan said
every year they get more
people out to watch the
parade.

Also in the parade will
be fire trucks, and two
years ago, a car club also
was in it.

The event is supported
by the American Legion
Riders Chapter 2 of New-
ton. They will ride in the
parade.

“They usually come out
and run the flags up at
the front,” Ryan said.
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It ain't Appalachia, but
someone in Newton was still
putting out that "white light-
ning."

Following months of investi-
gation, the Newton Police De-
partment, along with the U.S.
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms (ATF) executed a
search warrant last Thursday
morning at a house at 1013 E.
Seventh, to find an illegal alco-
hol still in the basement, com-
plete with mash pot, a heat
source and cooling coil.

The house looks unassuming

in the residential neighborhood
where it sits, except perhaps
for a paper sign taped to the
door with handwriting saying
"No Soliciting."

Newton Police Lt. Scott Pow-
ell said law enforcement seized
10 jugs of "whiskey" and 10
jugs of moonshine. That
seizure included gallon con-
tainers and mason jars.

"We didn't know a lot about
all this," Powell said of dealing
with moonshine and laws
around it. "Most of the laws
here were passed in 1949. This
is the first one in Kansas we've
heard of. We were calling ATF
agents all through the nation."

Right now, no one has been
arrested or charged in the case

of the basement booze. Powell
said the case will go through a
federal court, and before
charges can be made, a grand
jury must hear the case. He
had no idea what exactly the
charges would be. He was con-
fident, however, there would be
charges coming from the U.S.
Attorney's Office. He declined
to name the names of those in-
volved but said a man and a
woman in their late 30s or
early 40s who lived in the
house are being investigated.
The two were not home at the
time of the seizure.

Powell said the operation
was capable of producing large
amounts of alcohol, but he de-
clined to go into exact amounts.

He said some of the moonshine
had fruit and seasonings to cre-
ate different flavors. He could-
n't elaborate on the taste,
however.

"I'm not going to try that!"
Powell said. "No way! There's
no quality control. I don't want
to go blind."

That being said, he recom-
mended people who've been
buying the basement booze
pour it out. Powell said unreg-
ulated stills could produce alco-
hol with high lead and copper
contents, as well as methanol,
which can cause blindness.

Powell added the case took a
lot of manpower up from the
police department because of
how uncommon and antiquated

the laws surrounding alcohol
stills are.

Most, he said, were passed
rightly after Kansas removed
prohibition laws. He said detec-
tives spent evenings pouring
through state statute to under-
stand what exactly was and
was not illegal. One law on the
books they found was that a
county attorney must prosecute
a moonshine case or be put in
jail. The same applied to judges
hearing such cases. Powell ex-
plained at the time the
statutes were meant to combat
corruption.

"We were giving [County At-
torney David] Yoder a hard
time for it," he said. "That's
how antiqued the laws are."

Moonshine still busted in Newton
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Lions Club to hold annual pancake feed

Coming up Tuesday, Nov. 8, from 6
a.m. to 7 p.m. is the Newton Lions Club’s
annual pancake feed. Erin McDaniel, di-
rector for the Lions Club, expects to
serve around 1,000 people during the 13-
hour fundraiser.

McDaniel says the Election Day pan-
cake feed has become somewhat of a tra-
dition with locals. 

"People have made it part of their vot-
ing tradition,” she said. “They will go and
vote then come to the pancake feed. We
also see a lot of businesses come during
their lunch."  

The Lions Club pancake feed is made

possible through the work of the Lions
volunteers who set up, cook, and serve
the community. McDaniel expressed,
however, the need for extra help during
the dinner rush. 

"Sometimes we have to ask for our
families and friends to come and help to
deal with the influx of people coming in
after work," she said.

People stop by the Newton Rec center
gym and get unlimited pancakes for $6,
add an egg cooked to their liking for $1
or an omelet for $3. 

Everyone is encouraged to come and
support the Newton Lions Club as all
proceeds raised by the pancake feed go to
the operating expenses for events
through the year, like the upcoming pa-
rade of lights on Dec. 1. 

BY ETHAN BIRDWELL
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

Bikers, others to take part in toy run
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
The Legion Riders lead the Newton High School homecoming parade in 2015.



Drugs are a problem in
Newton Schools. 

That's continued to be
the statement coming
from the school district
and from Mirror Inc. But
steps can be taken to cur-
tail this. 

That was the message
of a town hall meeting at
the Meridian Center on
Tuesday put on by Mirror
Inc., a not-for-profit or-
ganization that offers be-
havioral healthcare,
prevention and wellness,
and correctional re-entry
services for the state of
Kansas. 

Des Martens, preven-
tion coordinator for Mir-
ror Inc., gave several key
numbers regarding drug
use in Harvey County as
well area schools, espe-
cially. Martens expressed
the importance of the
awareness that is
needed.

"It's like addiction is
put on the back burners,"
Martens said.

Dr. Deb Hamm, super-
intendent for Newton
Public Schools, spoke
about the percentage of
students who self-re-
ported using drugs on
surveys conducted on
sixth, eighth, 10th and
12th grade students.

"Approximately 38 per-
cent of Newton's student
body had smoked mari-
juana once,” she said.
“Statewide, that number
is 12 percent, and in Har-
vey County, 15 percent."

Hamm followed up
with more hard numbers. 

“When asked if stu-

dents had smoked in the
past 30 days, the per-
centage was 21.58 per-
cent,” she said. “That is
four times the state aver-
age.”  

Talking on prescription
drug abuse in Newton’s
schools, the numbers
were not much better, 

“Five percent of the
students said they took
prescription drugs that
weren’t theirs; the state
average was 2.5 percent,”
Hamm said.

Hamm expressed con-
cern as a superintendent
and grandmother to
three in the district 

“As a community we
need to worry about
this,” she said.

Following that, a num-
ber of members of Youth
as Resources spoke to the
crowd. 

The program, put on by
Mirror, trains middle and
high school students on
how to help their commu-
nities and combat nega-
tive behaviors such as
drug and alcohol use.  

Martens introduced
how YAR is taking steps
to better combat these
numbers in Harvey
County and the tactics
used. 

“What we are focusing
on is the protective fac-
tors, these protection fac-
tors help with multiple
issues as well,” Martens
said. 

Harvey County started
the first YAR program-
ming at Hesston High
School in 2006. It focuses
on using positive student
influence to help educate
the younger students of a
community through vari-
ous programs and activi-

ties. 
Sammy Cordell, a sen-

ior YAR student from
Sedgwick High School
shared her experience
with YAR. 

“We try to guide our
peers,” she said.

Rachel Miner, the first
president of YAR, and
now prevention consult-
ant for Mirror Inc. has a
bright outlook for the
work these positive stu-
dents will have on the
schools. 

“I have seen YAR as it
has evolved the culture
of our school,” she said.
“Two years after it
started in 2006, Hesston
saw a decrease of 2 per-
cent in drinking.”

Cordell and several
others, with the help of
their advisors, help put
on an event every Friday
called “Overtime” after
football games to pro-
mote smart decisions
after the games. 

They have dodge ball
tournaments, food, as
well as talks about the
dangers of drinking and
drug use. 

Six students from the
original YAR chapter in
Hesston also spoke about
their activities. 

They pride themselves
on being available to stu-
dents who seek help or
want to know more. Hes-
ston’s YAR has grown to
over 40 members and
works with local middle
schools by giving talks
and events to promote a
substance free lifestyle. 

Finally, two middle
school students, Alondra
Valle and Eli Redington
from Newton, who are al-
ready participating in

YAR, shared what steps
they are taking to get
Newton’s YAR off the
ground. 

By working with the
New Hope Shelter and
going to various leader-
ship conferences, these

two hope to make an im-
pact on the future of
Newton’s schools.

NEWTON—Property
taxes on the former Hal-
stead Hospital properties
have been reduced by
more than half, putting to
rest nearly a decade of
haggling between owner
Azzy Reckess and county
officials.

County Appraiser Craig
Clough told the Board of
Harvey County Commis-
sioners on Monday that
he finally was able to
walk through the proper-
ties a couple of weeks ago
and see the level of disre-
pair, particularly in the
hospital building. Clough
said it took him days to
get rid of his headache
due to the mold and
mildew. He visited the
properties with Jeremy
Schrag, Reckess’ lawyer,
and Jerry Capps, a
lawyer representing the
county.

“This is a done deal,”
Clough said. “They’re not
going to appeal this on.”

The stipulation be-
tween the county and
Reckess affects the 2015
taxes going forward. It
doesn’t affect the tax bill
from 2009-14. The prop-
erties were slated for
public auction for failure
to pay the taxes going
back to 2009. The county
received a cashier’s check
in April from Reckess just

days before the auction
was to have taken place.

Clough revised the val-
ues of two of the three
main properties. The hos-
pital building went from
$1,265,964 to $584,029,
and the clinic went from
$357,070. The old Sisters’
House remained valued
at $80,000.

Clough said he could
see blistering on the roof
where water seeped
through, broken windows
and areas where tile was
popping off the floor. A lot
of wiring on the second
floor needs to be com-
pleted, he added.

Clough said “two ex-
tremes” were going on
with respect to the valua-
tion. According to him,
Reckess claims the hospi-
tal building is worth
$417,050, yet he has it
listed for sale with a
price tag of $7.5 million.

“The listing puts it in
better condition than I
actually feel it’s in,” he
said.

Commissioner Ron
Krehbiel asked Clough if

he believed the proper-
ties lost half their value
between 2012 and 2016.

“There’s a lot of dam-
age here,” Clough said. 

He said the properties
would need a lot of clean-
up before they became
usable.

Commissioner Randy
Hague said the Halstead
school system would be
the big loser in the reval-
uation.

Clough said the taxing
entities hadn’t collected
taxes for years. He said
he would pass along the
information to the City of
Halstead and the school
system so they could
make adjustments.

County Administrator
John Waltner said Hal-
stead officials knew there
were “very serious prob-
lems” with the building.
If a prospective buyer
walked through the
building, he or she would
know in a minute, he
said.

“I don’t think it’s going
to come to a surprise to
any of them,” he said.

BY BLAKE SPURNEY
HESSTON RECORD
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Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

40% off all
Custom wreaths, 

garlands, and silks.

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

 MILLER
 CONSTRUCTION
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 316 283 8862
 Licensed & Insured

 Jordan Miller - 
 Owner

 jordan@millerconstruction.org

 -Fiber Cement Siding
 -Windows & Doors
 -Room Additions
 -Driveways & Sidewalks
 -Kitchen Remodel
 -Bathroom Renovation &
& much more

 “Offering
 true 

 craftsmanship 
 & quality 

 materials”

 www.millerconstruction.org

Hale's Sales and Service
804 SE 125th N
Sedgwick, Ks 67135

Ph# 316.772.5853
Fax 316.772.0043

www.halessalesandservice.com

Hale's Sales as Sales and Servicea
804 S

ww .halessalesandserwww

Fax 316.772.0043
Ph# 316.772.5853

Sedgwick, Ks 67135
804 SE 125th N

.comviceandser

Auto Insurance 
Tailored For You.

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
Monday, Nov. 7, 7:00 PM

Walton Fire Station, Walton, KS
Offering at Auction 10.45 Acres of land zoned Agriculture,
located on the East side of N. Walton Avenue at the N. Walton 
City Limits.

Midwest Land Specialists, Inc. and agents are agents 
representing the Seller.

10% Buyers Premium will be applied to the Purchase Contract at
this auction.

For Terms & Conditions contact Vern at 316.772.6318

MIDWEST LAND SPECIALISTS, INC.
www.auctionspecialists.com

Vern Koch                          Steve McCullough    
316-772-6318                           283-3300

Halstead Hospital owner’s tax
bill cut by more than half

Youth initiatives held up as a solution to substance dependency
BY ETHAN BIRDWELL

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
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On November 9, we're going
to wake up. We're going to
still have the same neigh-

bors, the same jobs, the same fam-
ily and the same country. And
we're going to have to get along
and make the best of it, folks.

I got a text from a friend the
other day about wanting our elec-
tion cycle to be over.

This friend and I have entirely
different political viewpoints. 

Yet, despite the occasional rib-
bing, he's never treated me as a
lesser person for my viewpoints.

And, in turn, I've tried to afford
that same respect to him. 

Today we practice identity poli-
tics. Our political views become a
larger part of who we are and our
culture. Often times our religions,
our geography, our social circles,
and even our families work to en-
force the homogeny of such an
identity. We are told that to fit in,
or to be a good person, we must
share the exact same beliefs and
values as the group. And those
people who don't share such val-
ues are not like us. They are im-
moral, ignorant, backwards, naïve
or lazy, take your pick. 

I find myself not wanting to
know how someone votes in some
cases because I'd lose respect for
them. I bet some of you have felt
the same way.

I think this kind of groupthink
may serve as an easy shortcut to
surround ourselves with similar
people. But it can be very prob-
lematic. It insulates us from dis-
agreement and alternative
thought, and it discourages actual
dialogue about issues. You're not
likely to try to have a civil debate
about policy positions with some-
one if you know your disagree-
ment will prompt dislike and a
loud and angry response.

Recent elections, as well as so-
cial media echo chambers have
only exacerbated these problems.

We are now Republicans or De-
mocrats as two separate countries.

It’s a great falsehood. Our dif-
ferences in politics don't represent
the end all, be all of who we are.
You can be a good person and still
be a Republican or Democrat. We
forget that.

My friend's a good person to
drink beer with. We want the
same things. We just have differ-
ent views of how to accomplish
those goals. 

And to accomplish these goals,
no matter how you want to look at
it, we have to work together. 

We have to look for ways to
bridge the gulfs that separate us.

A car needs its left wheel and its
right wheel to work together if it
ever hopes to move forward. 

Let's remember that on Novem-
ber 9 and hope to see our country
succeed and prosper, no matter
who we elect.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at 3160281-7899 or
adam@harveycountynow.com.

We have to rise above identity politics
Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

Voters have a responsibility
to educate themselves

If you're thirsty for information, don't stoop to drink
from the gutter.

We are launching into the last week of one of the
ugliest election seasons in recent memory.

It's been divisive and hateful and full of lies and
downright terrifying.

And for as easy as it is to blame candidates and par-
ties for our current dumpster fire, the blame lies
squarely on us, the voters.

The reason politicians behave so poorly is because
we tolerate it, with our apathy, with our rationaliza-
tions or with our plain ignorance.

No longer do we punish candidates for lying and
cheating. No longer do we denounce awful behavior.
We no longer believe in objective reality. Instead we
find some website, some Facebook post, some piece of
junk that supports our favorite candidate's reality.  We
come up with a good rationalization for it, and we dis-
miss facts as some conspiracy perpetrated by people
on the other side of the aisle. Or better yet we close
our eyes.

We allow our politicians to tell us one thing, and as
long as we're in the same party as them, we hold them
impervious to criticism.

Unfortunately, this is not just a national problem
limited to the presidential and congressional race.
This is a local problem.

We see political fliers in the mail every day from po-
litical action committees, candidates and another
group that has money and a stake in this election. And
often they are false, misleading or filled with lies. We
saw it in the primaries, and now we see a storm of it
with the election only a few days out.

There's a reason people spend good money on politi-
cal mailers. They know that for many people it's easier
to look at and believe what they hold in their hands
than to actually practice critical thinking. Propaganda
has been an effective tool throughout history, and it’s
by propaganda that candidates hope to steal a vote.

So what does a newspaper do against such a wide
flood of mailers and propaganda? What can it do?

We put out an election guide in this week's paper to
help you all better inform yourselves. Yet, in the
larger picture, such things are a tiny speck in a wide
abyss.

And with this editorial, we realize we're speaking to
the choir. You all are reading a newspaper and this ed-
itorial in part to get informed or to at least broaden
your perspective on local issues.

So perhaps it's up to you to remind your neighbors
or family when you speak to them. Remind them to
look at the world and their candidates, even ones they
like, with a critical eye. 

You know what you see. You know what you experi-
ence. You know what affects you personally. Use your
common sense, people, and push back against fear,
slick tactics and shell games.

Some view voting as a duty, but in truth it’s a right.
And in exercising our most sacred right, we have a re-
sponsibility to make sure we're properly informed. 

And with our refusal do so we neuter the greatest
check and balance in the history of the American
Democracy, and one that has held these United States
to become a great nation: public accountability.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

Hall exceptionally capable candidate 
Once in a while, an exceptionally capable political

candidate emerges from seemingly out of no where and
imprints upon us a belief that the political landscape
isn't marred entirely by ill-motives, irrelevant skills and
immoral conduct. 

Harvey County is in the midst of that rare, once in a
while season, and the candidate is Bryan Hall. Bryan is
running for sheriff and is leaving hope, belief, excite-
ment and a sense of relief in his wake. I've seen it first
hand: when he's visited with voters at forums and when
we've walked door-to-door in our neighboring communi-
ties. 

On paper, Bryan is the obvious choice. His creden-
tials, experience, education and current law enforce-
ment responsibilities are on target for a position of this
nature. Don't take my word for it, though. Google job re-
quirements for similar positions, and you'll be hard
pressed to find an expectation that Bryan doesn't fill.
But an exceptional candidate in a rare political season
is more than a polished resume. Bryan is a man with an
unwavering moral compass and operates from a place of
values and passion. His character is steeped in truth-
telling even when it’s difficult, compassion for everyone,
and forgiveness of all grievances. 

We are at a time in history, politically, when nobility,
responsibility and working for the common good is
needed more than ever before. I'm confident that Bryan
Hall is not only capable of doing just that but also com-
mitted to being exactly what Harvey County needs from
its sheriff.

Racquel Thiesen
Newton

Thanks to United Way 
I would like to thank Harvey County United Way for

funding scholarships to help families in need pay for
Latchkey fees. Without this assistance, some families in
our community would have to choose between a safe, su-
pervised environment for their child vs. having them
home alone after school until a parent arrives.

Students who attend after-school programs are statis-
tically more likely to stay in school, attend college, and
own a home, and are less likely to be a perpetrator or
victim of a crime, than students who are left to their
own devices. Students in after-school programs are also
more likely to eat nutritious snacks and participate in
increased levels of physical activity than their more
sedentary at-home counterparts.

United Way funded Latchkey scholarships help equal-
ize the economic playing field so all families have access
to quality after school care, keeping more parents in the
workforce and reducing reliance on government assis-
tance programs. Every $1 invested in after school pro-
grams saves $9 for the community by reducing crime
and welfare costs, improving kids’ school performance,
and increasing kids’ future earning potential.

As Harvey County United Way winds down their an-
nual campaign drive, I would urge members of the com-
munity who are able to do so, to make a pledge to the
2017 campaign. I know that any amount would be ap-
preciated and that every penny given is maximized for
the most positive impact it can have in the community.

Jeanie Fuller
USD 373 Latchkey Director

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

Accessibility great marketing strategy
Even if what you’re working

on doesn’t go anywhere, it
will help you with the next

thing you’re doing. Make yourself
available for something to happen.
Give it a shot.”  —Cormac Mc-
Carthy

When I was little, I wrote letters
to celebrity fan clubs to collect the
glossy 8x10 autographed photos
they would send back out. I don’t
remember all of them but one that
stands out is Nancy McKeon. Re-
member “Jo” from TV show “The
Facts of Life”? Yeah, that one. Why
does that one stick with me? I have
no idea.

It was an exciting process
though. Writing the perfect letter,
addressing the envelopes to “Fan
Club” with my name and address
in the return spot. And then wait-
ing, waiting, waiting…checking the
mail every day after school until,
hopefully, a photo sized envelope
showed up. Cheesy picture and
form response letter aside, it was
the way to make celebrities accessi-
ble. Pretty exciting stuff for a kid.

As an adult, I still try find ways
to make those connections. It must
stem from my curiosity as a kid
about finding a way to make con-
tact with people that affect me in
one way or another. Today it’s au-
thors—and they make that easy
with book tours and speaking
events. 

I’ve had a chance to listen to and
meet several of my favorites, such
as Kate Morton, Elizabeth Gilbert,

Mitch Albom and, closer to home,
Michele Longabaugh. Hearing
them talk about how their stories
came to be—the back-stories, the
inspiration and the process—is one
way to keep a good story from end-
ing. 

They make themselves accessi-
ble. And real. 

Jodi Picoult is an author of some
great stories, a few which have
been turned into movies. When
asked at a Kansas City book tour
event how it feels to release a book
into the hands of the movie indus-
try, her answer was as real as it
gets. 

(The ending to her book “My Sis-
ter’s Keeper” was hacked apart, in
the worst way, when it was turned
into a movie with Cameron Diaz.) 

Picoult compared releasing the
rights of her book to giving up a
child. I’m paraphrasing but she ba-
sically said, “Sometimes they go to
a loving home where they are
loved, nurtured, sent to the best
schools and raised to be upstanding
contributors to society….and some-

times they end up being raised by a
crack whore.”

Obviously a tongue-in-cheek
comparison, but hilarious and
leaves a clear visual, wouldn’t you
say? That’s an inside scoop you
won’t get from a traditional book
review. 

Not too long ago I sent an e-mail
feedback to an author I follow.
Within a day I received a personal
e-mail back from her. I wouldn’t
have expected that from someone
with the No. 3 book on a New York
Times bestseller list, leaving on a
national book tour. 

I doubt any PR person could
come up with a better marketing
strategy than that kind of accessi-
bility. On any level, when somebody
is accessible, they become relatable
and more genuine. Not everybody
will “get” what they’re putting out
there, but that’s OK. Not empathiz-
ing with the specifics doesn’t mean
you can’t appreciate the message.
And I bet it doesn’t hurt their book
sales.

If only I could have e-mailed
Nancy McKeon way back when!
But a stamped letter was the best
that decade had to offer. Oh well,
you take the good, you take the
bad, you take them both and there
you have…the facts of life.

Shelley Plett is a graphic designer
for the Free Press and Kansas

Publishing Ventures. She can be
reached at 

shelley@hillsborofree press.com

PARTS OF SPEECH

SHELLEY PLETT

Lions, tigers and clowns? 
So a couple weeks ago on a

Tuesday, a few days before
my birthday, I got the itch. I

was ready to get healthy. I started
eating healthier, though I am
pescatarian, so you can’t get much
healthier than that. (In case you
don’t know, that means I am a veg-
etarian who eats fish.) I decided
that after the flag football game I
was going to start walking. I even
started being a little more active
during practice. Since I’m allergic
to running, my options are limited.

I hydrate with a water and an
Aleve—prevention is the best med-
icine. I check my phone, 8 percent.
I decide it isn’t worth taking and
plug it in. I tell my lovelies that I
am heading out for a walk.

“Are you feeling OK?” my fa-
vorite child, the 10 year old, pipes

up.
“No comment needed from the

peanut gallery; take a shower. I’m
going to the Catholic Church and
back.” 

This is only like a 10-block walk
round trip. A good start, I think.

I head out the door. Drop some-
thing off at the neighbors on the

way, and I see headlights coming
up behind me.

“Mom, your phone!” My favorite
son, the 16 year old, shouts out the
window.

“It’s dead. That’s why I left it,” I
tell him.

“Then take mine!” He rushes.
“No, I’m fine. I’m just going to

the church; it’s like three blocks
away.” OK, so maybe 10 blocks
was an over exaggeration.

“Well I’ll pace you then,” he says
more calmly now.

“Uh, dear, I’m OK. It’s exercise.
I’m not going die.”

“Mooooom,” My face must have
said it all, he continues quickly.
“There is a clown an hour away.”

I literally about fell on the

JADED MOM

ZARRA MCKENNA

See MOM / 7
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Twig Girdler. With this in-
sect problem you would
think tiny beavers were in

your trees! Small branches accu-
mulating on the ground and the
presence of clean-cut twigs, and in
some cases dangling (flagged)
branch tips within a tree, indicate
the presence of beetle pests re-
ferred to as twig girdlers and twig
pruners. Both of these long-
horned beetle species attack nu-
merous types of shade, nut and
fruit trees. Heavily damaged trees
appear ragged and unattractive,
and young trees can become de-
formed by repeated attacks.

Hosts
Common hosts of the twig

girdler include dogweed, persim-
mon, pecan, elm, hickory, oak,
honeylocust, hackberry, poplar,
linden, redbud, basswood, and
various fruit trees.

Biology
The adult beetle is about three-

fourths of an inch long, stout,
grayish-brown with a lighter col-
ored band across its elytra (wing

covers) and has antennae as long
as its body.

Adult beetles typically begin to
emerge in mid-August and con-
tinue through early October. Dur-
ing this time, the adult female
chews a V-shaped groove around a
small twig, girdling it. She then
deposits an egg beneath the bark
in the twig section beyond the cut
(severed portion). This is because
the larva is unable to develop in
healthy sapwood. The cut made by
the adult female is deep enough
around the twig so that the gir-
dled portion dies quickly and usu-
ally falls to the ground, either
because of wind or its own

weight. 
During the oviposition period,

large numbers of girdled twigs
often accumulate beneath the tree
each day. After hatching from the
egg, the developing larva bores
into the dead twig to feed. The
small larva will overwinter in the
fallen twig. During the following
spring, the larva resumes feeding,
consuming most of the wood.

As the larva grows it bores fur-
ther down into the twig and fills
the tunnel with wood shavings
and waste. Pupation occurs in a
cavity within the twig. Adults
emerge in late summer and early
fall. Twig girdlers produce one
generation a year.

Control
Homeowners should collect and

destroy infested twigs and
branches they find on the ground,
beginning in September or no
later than May. If practical, prune
infested twigs still in the tree.

Scott Eckert is the horticulture
agent with the Harvey County 

Extension Office.

Tree beaver can make a mess

Weigh in

EXTENSION AGENT

SCOTT ECKERT

Retention vote misrepresented
It is quite interesting that the

legal profession is completely mis-
representing this issue. Governor
Brownback will not be randomly
choosing any Supreme Court Jus-
tice.

Kansas happens to be the only
state that gives the bar associa-
tion majority control over the se-
lection process of Supreme Court
judges. This process is the least
representative, least transparent,
and least accountable of all 50
states.

In this process, a nominating
committee votes secretly to select
three nominees. The governor
must pick one or, if he doesn't, the
Chief Justice makes the appoint-
ment. The legislature, which rep-
resents we, the people, is not
involved in any way.

Further, the nominating com-
mittee is made up of five members
selected by the bar and four by
the governor. Therefore the bar
has majority control and is the

gatekeeper to the selection
process. 

Why then the deception? Hope-
fully, the system will someday
change to a better, fairer process,
but that is not what the retention
vote will provide.

Jinny Iserhardt
Newton 

Hall prepared to 
serve county well 

We met Bryan Hall as partici-
pants in the Newton Police De-
partment Citizen Police Academy
in January 2016. Throughout the
class, our respect for Bryan grew
to the point that we asked our-
selves, “Why doesn’t Bryan run
for sheriff? He’d be great at it.”
We were pleased when we learned
that he had decided to run. 

Bryan has purposely put in
place the foundation stones of his
career to warrant being elected
Harvey County Sheriff. Bryan has

worked his way up through the
ranks of the Newton Police De-
partment from a patrol officer to
police lieutenant, holding ever-in-
creasing responsibilities through-
out his 18-year career in Newton.
He is also the commander of the
Harvey County Emergency Re-
sponse (SWAT) Team. 

Bryan doesn’t like to talk about
this, but during his career he has
earned multiple awards including
Valor, Life Saving, and eight
Medals of Merit or Commenda-
tions and was named a 2014 Na-
tional Police Officer of the Year. 

He has solid training and expe-
rience with law enforcement ad-
ministration and budgeting. 

In 2016, he completed his Mas-
ters Degree in Criminal Justice at
Wichita State. Bryan Hall is well
prepared and is the most qualified
candidate to take on the challenge
of Harvey County Sheriff. He will
serve us well. 

Doug and Dede Trumble
Newton

The general election is fast ap-
proaching, and advertise-
ments constantly bombard us

with who or what we should vote
for or against. In Kansas, this elec-
tion is especially important for us
because we are determining the di-
rection our state is to gravitate to-
ward. Will we stay the troubled
course we are currently on or will
we adjust our bearing? Now, more
than ever, it is important for
Kansans to exercise their right to
vote. 

This year, when we cast our bal-
lots, we will be answering some
very serious questions about what
we want our government to do at
the national, state, and local levels.
For Kansas, our state elections
quite possibly hold a great deal
more significance than the federal
races. Will we eliminate state in-
come tax exemptions for business
owners? Will we reform the tax code
to make it fairer and address our
consistent state budget shortfalls?
Will we meet the responsibility of
funding our schools and universi-

ties to give our children the greatest
possible opportunities for success?
Will we vote to retain Kansas
Supreme Court justices and main-
tain an independent legal system
that is focused on constitutional is-
sues rather than politics? Will we
address healthcare and mental
health? Will we elect legislators
that will work together to find solu-
tions to the issues facing our state
and put a check on the power of
Governor Brownback? With our
votes answering such serious ques-
tions, we cannot afford to be silent. 

Too often, many of us in Kansas

have sat out on Election Day, and
many are speaking of doing the
same this year, citing all the nega-
tivity surrounding this election
cycle. We have far too much as
stake to not participate in this elec-
tion. Staying away from the polls is
how we lose our voice in govern-
ment. When this happens, we are
led by people that do not have our
best interests in mind and that
serve the interests of select influen-
tial groups with specific agendas
rather than serving the people of
the state. We need a government in
Topeka that is by the people and for
the people, not by the privileged few
and for the privileged few. When
you go to the polls between Oct. 25
and Nov. 8, remember that in our
Kansas elections, your vote truly
does count. Vote all the way
through your ballot and make an
informed decision. Don’t let your
voice be silenced. Stand tall, vote
proud, and be heard. 

Kenneth Hawkins of the Harvey
County Democratic Party . 

Voting more important for Kansans now than ever

GUEST OPINION

KENNETH HAWKINS

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor,

Newton Now - 706 N. Main, New-
ton, KS. 

E-MAIL: editor@harveycoun-
tynow.com

We welcome letters of general in-
terest to the community and reserve

the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than
400 words, and writers are limited
to one letter every other week. Let-
ters are due by noon on Monday be-
fore publication and must be signed
with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification pur-

poses. Only the name and home-
town will be included in the printed
letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or
anonymous letters or letters printed
elsewhere. Sometimes, due to vol-
ume, letters may need to hold al-
though this is not normally the case. 

The extreme right in Kansas doesn’t know when to
stop.

That’s the only way to size up a statewide advertis-
ing campaign of fear-mongering from the Kansas Re-
publican Party.

One postcard depicts an ISIS terrorist and the
headline: “Have you met the new neighbors?”

The insensitive timing following an alleged bomb
plot targeting Somalian refugees’ homes and Muslim
place of worship in Garden City doesn’t matter to
GOP party leaders.

Never mind that the ugly ads fuel anger and hate.
It’s all about winning for Republicans aligned with
Gov. Sam Brownback.

A far-right GOP regime that’s losing on issues such
as taxes and education due to the governor’s failed
agenda is using scare tactics under the guise of public
safety to score with voters.

From Clay Barker, executive director of the Kansas
Republican Party:

“You know, Gitmo, that article that came out back
in August that ISIS had named soldiers for assassina-
tions, police being shot and those knuckleheads in
Garden City, it all kind of added up to a security issue
… the whole feeling that’s there violence out there.
And it’s a positive issue for Republicans.”

Barker seemed downright giddy about filling mail-
boxes with messages designed to elicit fear.

“This one’s a clear hit. And I’m not saying it’s going
to flip every race in Kansas, but it’s going to help,” he
said.

Let’s hope not.
The governor, meanwhile, didn’t help anyone with a

thoughtless remark related to three southwest
Kansas men accused of planning to kill numerous So-
malis in Garden City with a weapon of mass destruc-
tion, at a time law enforcement authorities
nationwide consider white, anti-government groups
more of a terror threat than radicalized Muslims.

Asked whether he thought the refugees targeted in
Garden City had been thoroughly vetted, Brownback
replied: “Probably not as well as needs to be done.

Such politically-charged comments only perpetuate
misunderstanding of an intense refugee screening
process. A true leader would know better.

Reasonable Kansans surely have had enough from
an extreme-right faction determined to say or do any-
thing to maintain control of the Statehouse.

As happened in August, voters must sideline
Brownback legislative allies in favor of moderate can-
didates ready to restore thoughtful, responsible gov-
erning in the state Capitol.

— The Garden City Telegram

ground laughing. I proceed to let him know the clowns
are not like a storm moving in a northeast direction.
There are several of them. And, for crying out loud, I
am not worried about a stinking clown! I told him to
drive down to the church and meet me there, so he
knows I survived the clown.

He seemed hesitant but satisfied. I continued to walk
down the street, reached a heavily wooded area and
heard a rustle in the trees. The only thing in my head
was the vision from the news of creepy clown peering
from behind the Valley Center School sign.

I pick up my pace to a brisk walk, which was defi-
nitely more beneficial than the leisurely walk I was
taking. And I started talking to myself.

“Clowns! Stupid clowns! I live in Kansas. I should not
be worried about stupid clowns! I should be worried
about loose dogs and wild turkeys, not stupid clowns!
Are you kidding me? This is ridiculous!” 

I said this over and over until I got to the Catholic
Church. I jumped in the car and told my darling son to
drive.

“Told you,” he said. “It’s scary now-a-days.”
“Just drive.” 
I crossed my arms and sat in silence.

Zarra McKenna is a columnist for Kansas 
Publishing Ventures

MOM
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Guest Editorial

Savings program an example
of ways to help the vulnerable

Republican Party shows
win-at-all costs approach

Kudos to Kansas State Treasurer Ron Estes and state
lawmakers for their part in legislation designed to help
families with children who have disabilities.

Estes worked with bill sponsor Rep. Erin David, R-
Olathe, toward passage of a measure that allows fami-
lies to create a tax-free savings account, one similar to
the state’s college savings plan, for current and future
disability-related expenses of persons with disabilities.

By establishing the savings accounts, relatives and
others may contribute up to $14,000 a year toward fu-
ture support and assistance for those who are younger
than 26 and meet Social Security disability standards,
or who have been certified as having a disability.

Creating such savings is critical for families of chil-
dren with developmental disabilities likely to outlive
their parents.

Participants in the new savings program established
by the Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Act
may save up to $100,000. Money invested is to be used
for future expenses such as housing, education and
transportation.

One plus is in being able to contribute to the savings
account without losing government benefits.

For his work on the ABLE Act, Estes recently was
honored by the National Down Syndrome Society as
part of Down Syndrome Awareness Month. The recogni-
tion also was an important way to enhance understand-
ing of a condition that affects about 400,000 Americans,
according to the National Down Syndrome Society.

Passage in 2015 of the ABLE Act put Kansas in line
with a federal version previously signed by President
Obama. The program is set to launch before the end of
the 2016 calendar year.

The Kansas bill saw strong bipartisan support in the
Legislature, and was signed by Gov. Sam Brownback.

At a time much attention has been focused on nega-
tive policies emanating from the Statehouse — and
there’s been plenty, to the detriment of many — it’s nec-
essary to note positive gains when they occur.

A Legislature now dominated by the far right too
often embraces shortsighted stands that hurt vulnera-
ble Kansans. Blocking Medicaid expansion would be a
prime example.

Consider the ABLE Act a responsible, caring move in
a state that must do more to help Kansans in need.

— The Garden City Telegram



work duties,” Crawford
said.

Hultberg, 18, worked at
the jail for about three
months after graduating
from McPherson. He also
worked as a volunteer
firefighter in Galva.

Crawford said the fam-
ily was notified of Hult-
berg's injury on the
Saturday he fell in the
medical unit of the deten-
tion center.

“We weren't even told
he hit his head,” she said.
“At first we were just told
he had a seizure.”

Crawford said versions
of what happened to
Hultberg continued to
change. 

“At first he was helping
a nurse pass out medicine
and had fallen,” she said.
“Then was helping a
nurse with a procedure.”

From there, Hultberg
was transferred to Via
Christi and their inten-
sive care unit. 

As Hultberg's condition
worsened, Crawford said
she attempted to get more
information from the
county. 

Crawford said the in-
formation the family was
given was difficult to get.

“When I called the jail,
they told me to call back
on Monday. This hap-
pened Saturday on noon.
You can imagine our re-
sponse.”

Eventually, Crawford

said Hultberg was put in
a medically-induced coma
and surgeon's removed
part of his skull to help
with swelling on his
brain. 

“He was there for three
weeks in a coma, med-
ically induced,” she said.
“We thought we were
going to lose him at that
point.”

Crawford said now
Hultberg is rehabbing in
Nebraska and has suf-
fered brain damage from
the incident. 

“He doesn't remember
anything,” she said. “He's
going to struggle forever.
Our lives are changed
and his life certainly is.”

County Administrator
John Waltner declined to
discuss details of the inci-
dent as he was unable to
do so for privacy reasons.

“It’s a personnel matter
involving sensitive infor-
mation, and right now
we're waiting on work-
man’s comp,” he said.

Basically, the county is
waiting to hear from its
insurance adjuster if
Hultberg's injury would
qualify as a workman's
comp claim. If so, the
county would be liable for
paying part of his claim,
and Hultberg could have
legal protection from ter-
mination. A work-related
injury would carry an in-
jury leave eligibility of up
to 180 days. 

The insurance adjuster,
Cornerstone Risk Solu-
tions, has been working
and investigating the

case for a month and has
yet to give the county an
official response, accord-
ing to Waltner.

Qualifying for work-
man's compensation is
not as cut and dry as
some people think. 

Mike Snider, a lawyer
who specializes in such
cases says the current
statute in Kansas favor
employers, and the state
has a variety of mitigat-
ing factors for such
claims. 

Pre-existing health con-
ditions with a patient
could disqualify them
from a claim if the health
conditions caused the in-
jury. Normal risks of day-
to-day activities could
disqualify them. Neutral
risk factors, or risks not
specifically related to the
job, could act as a dis-
qualifier or risks personal
to the employee. If these
things sound ambiguous,
Snider agrees that they
are.

“They can argue a myr-
iad of things, saying it
never happened here,” he
said. “It's kind of sad
when you see what hap-
pens to people in this
kid’s predicament.”

Crawford said, as for
pre-existing conditions,
Hultberg was rarely sick
in his life and had no his-
tory of epilepsy or having
seizures.

Outside of qualifying
for workman's comp,
Hultberg falls through
some holes due to his
short length of employ-

ment with the county. 
Hultberg, who has only

worked for the county
about three months, also
is not protected by the
Family and Medical
Leave Act, which kicks in
at a year of employment. 

The act grants up to 12
weeks of unpaid job pro-
tected leave in cases of se-
rious injuries or medical
issues, even if they are
not job related. 

Waltner said he did
grant Hultberg a 30-day
administrative leave of
absence. According to the
employee handbook, an
employee has to be on the
job for 18 months to qual-
ify for that provision.
Waltner said he waived
the time requirement in
the case. 

Under the Consolidated
Omnibus Budget Recon-
ciliation Act (COBRA),
Kansans can keep the
health insurance from a
previous employer for 18
months after leaving or
being terminated from
their job, however the
bills would be out of
pocket.

For Hultberg's family,
they just want to see him
receive the care he de-
serves and live the most
complete life possible. 

I would think that
when someone is injured
at work and work calls
the ambulance it’s a work
issue. There were four
deputies. It's totally a
work situation,” Crawford
said. “He's going to need
the disability benefits. I

know he's definitely miss-
ing out on stuff. I want
him to have the help he
deserves.”

Jennifer Orth, a family
friend of Hultberg's has
set up a GoFundMe ac-
count with a goal of
$10,000. She's raised
$2922 so far. She listed
many reasons why she
took on the task.

“He's one of the most
humble people you'll
meet,” she said of Hult-
berg. “He would do any-
thing for anyone. He is a
great kid. You don't find
very many kids like that
any more.”

If you're interested in
donating, the website is
https://www.gofundme.co
m/2rnsd48s.
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Kansas Senate
MCGINN
Carolyn

Carolyn is endorsed by KANSAS LIVESTOCK ASSOCIATION  KANSAS FARM BUREAU
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316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

Harder FamilyConstruction

Building in Sand Creek Station, 
Stone Creek Estates, Newton & 
surrounding cities & counties.
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energy 
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1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114
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Hi. I’m Lucy!  I have got som expaining to 
do. I am a lovable kitty, apricot in color. 

I know I will make a good 
companion and a very

close friend. Like the other
cats here at Caring Hands,

I would love to see you.
Winter is coming on

and I would love
to share your fire.

Come see me 
today.

Open 
7 days a week.
M, W, Th, F, Sat 

10am-5pm.
Tue 10am-6:30pm.

Sun. 1-5pm.
Paid for by the: Jim & Barb Stucky Endowment
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teacher at Santa Fe and Chisholm
Middle Schools in Newton. Now
retired from teaching after 29
years, he recently was named to
an exclusive group, the Cowboy
Artists of America (CAA), which
only has about 22 members and
consists primarily of painters and
sculptors.

“I'm extremely honored,” Epp
said. “I watched this group of
artists from the very beginning. I
was just humbled and honored
and pleasantly surprised that I
was asked to submit work [to the
group].”

Epp said many of the members
have had work published in a va-
riety of places, such as periodi-
cals, and Epp even has two
drawings in his studio by one the
group's founding members, Char-
lie Dye. 

The group formed in 1965 after
three artists, Dye, John Hampton
and Joe Beeler, who went on a
roundup in 1964 and forged a
friendship. They eventually came
up with the idea for the cowboy
artists group.

“A hot sun hung in the bright
blue Arizona sky on the afternoon
of June 23, 1965,” according to
cowboyartistsofamerica.com.
“George Phippen, who also
painted cowboy pictures, drove
over from Prescott to join Dye,
Hampton and Beeler at Sedona’s
Oak Creek Tavern. Together, the
four of them in the bar that day
comprised the best of the bunch of
artists scattered from Texas to
Montana who made a modest liv-
ing painting pictures of cowboys
and Indians and were active par-
ticipants in the life they por-
trayed in their art. “

They founded the organization
on that summer day. A few days
later, the group met again and
came up with the following objec-
tives, according to the website:

“To perpetuate the memory and
culture of the Old West as typified
by the late Frederic Remington,
Charles Russell and others; to in-
sure authentic representations of
the life of the West, as it was and
is; to maintain standards of qual-
ity in contemporary Western art;
to help guide collectors of Western
art; to give mutual assistance in
protection of artists’ rights; to
conduct a trail ride and campout
in some locality of special interest
once a year; and to hold an an-
nual joint exhibition of the works
of active members.”

During the years, the group has
grown, but not by much.

“This year, there are five new

members, I think,” Epp said,
adding sometimes several are
named during a year and some-
times no one is named to the
group. It depends on the status of
the emeritus members, Epp said.

The group has an annual show
at the Cowboy Hall of Fame in
Oklahoma City, and this year's
exhibit will run through Nov. 27.

Epp said another artist and
member of the group, who hails
from the Newton area, Loren
Entz, introduced Epp's work to
CAA, and Epp knew some mem-
bers of the group. During a recent
weekend, Epp was asked to bring
some of his pieces, and all CAA
members interviewed him.

There's a catalog that goes
along with the show.

“I'm not in this catalog,” Epp
said with this year's publication.
“I won't show 'til next year.”

The rural Newton artist will
need to come up with new works
of art.

“My job is to prepare seven new
paintings for the show next year,”
Epp said. “It's kind of an intimi-
dating task, because they're all
exceptional artists.”

Epp said another show that
runs in conjunction with the CAA
exhibit is by the Traditional Cow-
boy Artists Association, members
of which make a variety of items,
including spurs, rawhide braiding
and saddles.

Requirements of CAA include
attending meetings, making
paintings for a show and going on
a trail ride.

Epp has been a prolific painter
with works in galleries in
Chicago, New York, Kansas City
and New Mexico. According to the
CAA Facebook page, a number of
public pieces for which Epp was a

part and has received honors in-
clude the Blue Sky Sculpture,
which took an “Eight Wonders of
Kansas Art” award, and a Water
Tower of the Year Award, accord-
ing to the FB page. In 1985, he
was given the Kansas Governors
Artist award. About four years
ago, Epp was chosen to do a trip-
tych painting for Arrowhead Sta-
dium in Kansas City, the venue
which is used by the Chiefs foot-
ball team. A triptych is a piece of
artwork made up of three panels.
Each of Epp’s panels was 6 feet by
13 feet.

Many of Epp's works contain
images of clouds, which also are
on a local water tower, the Blue
Sky Sculpture and signage
throughout Newton.

His work also is in the rotunda
at the Medical Office Plaza in the
Newton Medical Center complex.
The rotunda pieces incorporate
various kinds of Kansas weather,
including a tornado, snow and
clouds.

Many of his paintings, which he
does in acrylic, include wide-open
landscapes. Sometimes, there are
horses; other times, there's a
large moon. 

He enjoys art.
“It's not that I just enjoy mak-

ing art,” he said. “I enjoy looking
at other people's art. I enjoy look-
ing at nature and things that are
visually interesting.”

He said art isn't just creating
things—it's about appreciating
things visually, and “just having a
creative, inquisitive mindset.”

Epp said being in this group
will be a challenge, requiring him
to step up his work.

“I think you're a member for life
as long as you're in good standing,
I suppose,” he said.

EPP
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Phil Epp of rural Newton has been an artist for many years.

25.
“We always start two

weeks before the elec-
tion,” Harvey County
Clerk and Election Officer
Rick Piepho said on
Thursday, Oct. 27. “Both
of the last two days were
really busy for us.”

As of late Thursday
morning, Piepho said a
total of 760 people had
voted so far. Tuesday's
count was 343, and
Wednesday's was 336.

“Had about 90 today,”
he said, adding it was
slower on Thursday. “Peo-
ple keep coming in. It
changes all the time.”

Those number only
compounded as the week
continued.

Registered voters in
Harvey County who wish
to cast their votes early
can do so from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. weekdays this week
and next, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 5, and 8
a.m. to noon Monday, Nov.
7, in the basement of the
Harvey County Court-
house. The courthouse
polling site won't be open
on Tuesday, Nov. 8, and
this is the only early vot-
ing location in the county.

“After that, they'd have
to go to their regular site
on Tuesday,” Piepho said.

Advanced voting num-
bers have indicated there
will be a heavy turnout,
he said.

“It think, overall, it's
going to be a 75 percent
turnout or higher,” Piepho
said, adding the state is
predicting 70 percent.
Other elections vary. Two
years ago during the gu-
bernatorial election,
Piepho said voter turnout
was 50 percent to 60 per-
cent.

“The odd years when
you have city and school
elections, we're looking to
get 25 [percent],” he said.

Harvey County offers
either paper or electronic
voting choices for citi-
zens. They just need to be
registered and have a
photo ID. The last day to
register for this election
was Oct. 18.

Piepho said some peo-
ple like using electronic
while others say they

don't like or trust com-
puters.

“Their vote will count
the same no matter what
they choose,” Piepho said.

Voting methods regard-
ing paper or electronic
are about 50/50. However,
this election, more folks
seem to be choosing
paper, Piepho said.

People also can do
mail-in ballots, but time
for that is starting to run
out, he said on Thursday. 

“No matter how they
get 'em and when they
get 'em, they have to be
in our office by 7 p.m.
[Election Day],” Piepho
said, adding people still
can request mail-in bal-
lets by Friday, Nov. 4.
However, there's a chance
they might not get them
by Election Day if they
wait that long. As of
Thursday, the county
mailed out more than
1,700 ballots, which in-
cludes military and over-
seas voters. Military and
overseas folks also can
vote by e-mail or fax.

Early voting, however,
doesn't translate into
early results, since bal-
lots aren't counted until
the election night. 

One of the benefits of
early voting is clear.

“This helps congestion
on Election Day,” he said,
adding they did have
some lines on Tuesday
and Wednesday, but no
one waited longer than 15
minutes from start to fin-
ish. At least at one point
on Tuesday, all the voting
stations were full.

“So, I added another
paper booth,” Piepho
said.

Voters with questions
can call the courthouse,
visit
www.HVcoKSvote.com or
use the Vote Kansas app.
On the local website, vot-
ers can find out if they're
registered, where they
vote and what's on the
ballot this year.

The Vote Kansas app
has a variety of informa-
tion. It can tell a person
where his or her polling
site is and information on
what is on the ballot.

“It's a pretty handy
app,” Piepho said. “They
can call the office, but
more people are using the
website and the app.”

VOTING
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