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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Kaylee Harris, 8, left, enjoys a moment with her mom, Leah Harris, on Thursday night during a Junior Railers practice on the
Chisholm Middle School grounds in Newton. Below: Leah Harris, right, helps daughter Kaylee Harris, left, in putting her shoulder
pads on the outside of her uniform. 

Nursing homes in Kansas are getting squeezed
from cuts to Medicare and Medicaid, among other
forces.

"We're not going to close, but there is a real concern
about local providers here," said James Krehbiel,
president and CEO of Bluestem Communities. "There
are numerous providers that are saying that if we
continue to get cut or no increases, we're going to
have a hard time surviving. [...] And even ones lo-
cally."

Tom Williams, CEO of Asbury Park, said a few
homes in Kansas already had closed due in part to
long delays from the state in processing Medicaid ap-
plications.

"Knock on wood, we haven't been hit with a serious
fine like some other homes in the state have,"
Williams said.

Trego Manor, a 47-bed, county-owned nursing home
in WaKeeney, closed in August. In addition to the

State delays
cause harm
to rest homes 

BY BLAKE SPURNEY
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

� Funding holdups cause economic hardship. 

See STATE / 8

Shortly before its second anniversary, 701 Cafe has
closed its doors. 

Owner Chris Young made the announcement that
the popular Newton lunch spot, as of Oct. 31, would
no longer be in operation. 

“Another opportunity has presented itself for the
Newton community, and I'm going to take advantage
of it, basically,” Young said. 

Young said that his business was doing fine, and he
was thankful for the support he received in Newton.

“It was all positive,” he said. “It was a positive
thing. I am excited about the future for Newton. I'm
going to continue food truck rallies. I'm going to con-
tinue to be part of the community, but I'm going to
help bring something new to town.”

Young wouldn't say what that something new would
be, but he said it was at least six months out and
would be food and entertainment related. It sounded

See 701 / 8

Popular downtown
restaurant closing

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Girls just want to have fun
Two girls tackle gridiron, traditionally a boys’ game 

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

On the professional football gridiron,
there’s as much grunting on the field as
there are sweaty men, as many tackles as
there are good old-fashioned hot dogs, as
many dreams as there are injuries.

That’s in the big leagues, where players
earn millions of dollars. Many of them prob-
ably started out as boys, playing a neighbor-
hood game of ball, wishing for the day when
they can play in front of thousands or even
millions of screaming fans.

In Newton, kids who want to play football
can gather up a bunch of their friends for a
neighborhood game or maybe take up flag
football with the Newton Recreation Center
or tackle football with Junior Railers, an or-
ganization that used to be called the War-
riors. Kids of all ages gear up in shoulder
pads and helmets for games and practice
with the Junior Railers, while moms, dads
and grandparents cheer them on.

Most of the players are boys, but this year,
two of them are girls. Those are Kaylee Har-
ris, 8, and Ashlee Ledford, 6. They’re on the

See FOOTBALL / 8

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Aaron Gaeddert, and Dewayne and Betty Pauls pose with a new peppernut assembly
line at Prairie Harvest. The Pauls recently were a part of selling the building to the
Gaeddert Family.

The Prairie Harvest Building
has changed hands, and its new
owners have big plans for its fu-
ture.

Dewayne Pauls and Betty Pauls
agreed to sell the building to its
current occupants, the Gaeddert
family, which operates Prairie
Harvest and previously rented
the building from the Pauls. 

“They're going to carry out our
dream,” Dewayne Pauls said. “We

decided this is our cornerstone of
all the buildings we own. This is
the hardest for me to give up.
This is the foundation on which
we built.”

Pauls said the family ap-
proached him about buying the
building, and while he had a per-
sonal attachment to the building,
he wanted to keep the business in
downtown Newton. 

“The Gaedderts are good ten-
ants,” Pauls said. “Now we're
happy to have a different role.
We're now neighbors.”

Prairie Harvest building changes
hands, promises future growth

See HARVEST / 8
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Program allows some folks to find
a friend  for free - Page 14

Undecided going into the election? Read
what city commission candidates had to say
on the tough issues facing Newton - Page 13



Berean does well at state
cross country 

ELBING—Berean Acad-
emy girls cross country
team took third place at
the 2A cross country cham-
pionship recently, missing
second place by only a
point. 

Individually, Erin
Topham placed fifth, and
Brooke Wiebe placed 17th.

Andover Organ Series to
feature Polish organist
HESSTON—The first

concert in the 2017-18 An-
dover Organ Series will
feature Polish organist
Karol Mossakowski at
Hesston Mennonite
Church on Tuesday, Nov. 7,
at 7 p.m. 

Born in 1990 into a fam-
ily of musicians, he started

studying piano and organ
with his father at 

Mossakowski's program
on the Hesston College
campus will feature works
by Bach, Mozart, Franck
and Mendelssohn, as well
as an improvisation. This
concert will celebrate the
10th anniversary of the in-
stallation of the Andover
Organ at Hesston Men-
nonite Church. The concert
is free and open to the pub-
lic.

Hamm to speak at AAUW
meeting Nov. 11

NORTH NEWTON—
USD 373 Superintendent
Deborah Hamm will pres-
ent “Title IX Under Cur-
rent Administration”
during the 10 a.m. Satur-
day, Nov. 11, meeting of
the AAUW meeting at
KIPCOR, 2515 College

Ave. in North Newton.
“All K-12 schools and

post-secondary institutions
that receive federal funds
must designate at least
one employee to coordinate
their efforts to comply with
and carry out their respon-
sibilities under Title IX,”
an AAUW news release
stated. “These Title IX co-
ordinators ensure that all
people affected by sex dis-
crimination in schools—
students, parents and
employees—are aware of
their legal rights.”

In the local school dis-
trict, Hamm is the desig-
nated K-12 Title IX
coordinator.

A total of 45 years ago,
AAUW member Rep.
Patsy Mink (D-H) led the
charge in Congress to pass
Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972.
These are Title IX's 37
words that leveled the
playing field in academics:
“’No person in the United
States shall, on the basis
of sex, be excluded from
participation in, be denied
the benefits of or be sub-
jected to discrimination
under any educational pro-
gram or activity receiving
federal financial assis-
tance.’ Title IX prohibits
hostile, threatening and
discriminatory behavior,
thus protecting the rights
of all students to learn. Al-
though Title IX faces chal-
lenges as the Trump
Administration sets its
agenda, AAUW continues

to advocate full enforce-
ment, implementation and
funding of the comprehen-
sive federal law.”

The public is invited to
attend.

Bethel names
new KIPCOR director 
The Kansas Institute for

Peace and Conflict Resolu-
tion (KIPCOR) at Bethel
College will welcome as its
new director a person with
deep experience in media-
tion and restorative jus-
tice.

Sheryl R. Wilson, Cary,
N.C., will begin Nov. 6. She
follows long-time director
Gary Flory, who retired
this summer, in the posi-
tion.

Wilson has a B.S. in me-

diation and communica-
tion studies and a Masters
of Liberal Studies in
restorative justice from the
University of Minnesota.

For more than a decade,
Wilson has served as a
restorative justice practi-
tioner and conflict resolu-
tion specialist, working
with victims and survivors

of “crimes of severe vio-
lence” to address trauma
healing, mediating in crim-
inal cases with a focus on
facilitating dialogue, and
training victim-offender
mediators in anti-racism
and restorative justice
practices, in settings
around the country.

—For Newton Now

With leaves piling
up on our lawn, I
decided it was

the perfect time to pick up
some butternut squash
from the grocery store and
get cooking.

I walked all over the
produce section at my
local grocery store, and ei-
ther they hadn’t noticed
the leaves like I had or
somebody had the same
idea and bought them all
out of squash.

After a quick Internet
search on my phone for a
new recipe, I settled for
sweet potatoes, figuring I
could still pay homage to
the arrival of fall with
them.

The recipe I chose made
a lot of food—enough for
more than one meal of
leftovers for Joey and I—
and I loved that it used
only one pot for cooking,
which makes it a good one
for those evenings when
dishes are the last thing
you want to do.

I found this recipe on
the blog “Build Your Bite.”
It has a lot of vegetarian
recipes, and though this
one is meat free, it cer-
tainly fills you up like it

isn’t. You can find the
original post at
https://buildyourbite.com/
one-pot-sweet-potato-
spinach-pasta/. I added an
extra cup of broth because
mine cooked out way too
quickly, and I doubled the
spices and garlic. The
recipe also calls for cream,
which I try to avoid using,
and I’ll tell you I had no
trouble getting the sauce
to thicken up with just
plain old milk, although
I’m sure I missed out on a
bit of creaminess.

One-pot Sweet Potato
and Spinach Pasta

Ingredients
3 tablespoons olive oil
1 small onion, finely

diced
about 2 cups of diced,

peeled sweet potato
6 to 8 cloves garlic,

minced
6 cups vegetable broth
1/2 teaspoon ground

sage
1/2 teaspoon thyme
16 ounces penne pasta

(I used whole grain)
1-1/4 cup grated parme-

san cheese
1/2 cup milk or heavy

cream (I used skim milk)
salt and pepper to taste
2-1/2 cups fresh spinach

In a large pot, heat the
olive oil over medium
heat. Saute the onion and
sweet potato, stirring
often, until the onion is
translucent and the sweet
potatoes are starting to
soften.

Add in the garlic and
sauté for a couple minutes
until it starts to be aro-
matic.

Add in the broth, sage
and thyme and bring the
mixture to a boil. Dump
in the pasta and cook for
about 10 minutes, stirring
constantly (it will stick to
the bottom quickly if
you’re not careful, and the
pasta will suddenly suck
up all the liquid in the
pot.

Reduce heat to low and
add the parmesan, milk
and salt and pepper. Stir
until the cheese is melted
and the sauce is thick and
add the spinach (I cut
mine into ribbons, but you
could toss it in whole,
too). Stir and let the
spinach wilt into the
pasta and serve.

I really liked how the
sage and thyme compli-
mented the flavor of the
sweet potato in this pasta,
and it was nice to get
some fall flavors to round

out October and usher in
November. 

I always hate to see
winter on the horizon, but
as long as the shelves are
stocked with lots of winter
squash soon, I’ll be able to

survive.
Lindsey Young is co-

owner of Newton Now and
managing editor of The
Clarion in Andale. She
also is a Bethel College

graduate.
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“Bump” up your rate once 
with this special certificate.  

Visit hcu.coop/bump.

BUMP CERTIFICATE RATES AS HIGH AS

2.22%
APY*

Bump Up
Your Savings

TM

Hutchinson | Haven | Newton | Wichita | 800.428.8472 | www.hcu.coop/bump

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA. Limited time offer, membership required, *Annual percentage Yield (APY), penalty for 

Visit www.hcu.coop/bump 
or call 800.428.8472 to open 
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You’ll be sweet on this fall pasta

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
One-pot sweet potato and spinach pasta ushers in the flavors of fall with an easy-to-make dinner recipe.

NEWS BRIEFS
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Hundreds attend trick-or-treating downtown

At least a few hundred
people braved the frozen
tundra that was down-
town Newton on Tuesday
night, many dressed in
costume, whether adults
or youngsters.

One kid, Rook DeMille,
was dressed in the sim-
plest, and yet classic, cos-
tume of a ghost with eyes
cut into a sheet. His cos-
tume harkened back to
the time of “It's the Great
Pumpkin, Charlie
Brown,” in which a few of
the kids in Charles M.
Schultz's cartoon show
donned ghost costumes.
The show was released in
October 1966.

The ghost running
around on Main Street on
Halloween was with
Damyon Gantt, who was
a soldier, and Elizabeth
Schafers, Gantt's mom,
who was dressed as a bee,
and brother Dominic
Schafers. 

“This is our third year
coming out,” Elizabeth
Schafers said, adding
they've lived in Newton
for four years. “We have
fun. I think that's more
the point than getting
candy.”

In addition to getting
candy, one of the boys
played double-bagger for
his brother, who got sick
and couldn't attend down-
town Newton's annual
event.

Another trick-or-treater
was Augusta Green, who
lived up to her last name,
since she was dressed in
green as Te Fiti, the god-
dess of life from “Moana.” 

“This is our first year,”
said Cristi Green, Green's
mom. “We're new to New-
ton. We're trying to find
all the fun stuff to do in
town.”

There were almost as
many costumes downtown
Tuesday night as there
were people. Liam Mc-
Clelland was a Dragon
Rider, while Chloe Chavez
was a crazy cat lady, com-
plete with curlers in her
hair and stuffed cats at-
tached to her bathrobe,
and Holly Nagal was a
witch. Sara Kelly was
there with her daughter,
Malleeyah Barrett, who
was dressed as a cat or
perhaps a leopard.

“I'm just trying to stay
warm,” Kelly said.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Augusta Green, center, holds her jack-o-lantern out to get some candy on Halloween night in front of Norm’s.
At right is her mom Cristi Green. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Lianna Hazelton dressed as Rainbow Dash seems to enjoy herself
downtown on Halloween night.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Malleeyah Barrett,
right, gets some candy at the
St. Matthew’s Episcopal
Church table.

Far Right: From left, Damyon
Gantt, Elizabeth Schafers,
Dominic Schafers and Rook
DeMille trick-or-treat on
Tuesday night.

Right: Chloe Chavez is
dressed as a crazy cat lady
downtown.

- Ensuring that decisions are made with students’  best interests in mind.

- Retaining current teachers and working to attract excellent new teachers 
and administrators to our district.

- Providing our teaching staff with the support and resources that are 
necessary for their success.

- Making financial decisions that will keep budget cuts as faraway from 
the classroom as possible.

If a school district wishes to be successful, the parents, 
teachers, staff, students, and community must have faith 

and trust in the school board. Mallory will work to 
strengthen that trust within our district by:
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Safehope gala coming up
Safehope will hold its

annual Holiday Gala and
Auction 6 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 10, at the Meridian
Center. 

The event will serve as
a fundraiser for the or-
ganization that provides
services and shelter for
victims of domestic vio-
lence and sexual abuse. 

The event will feature

food and drink as well as
a silent auction. Sug-
gested donation for at-
tending is $40 per person. 

To make your reserva-
tion, visit
www.safehope.net/gala/ or

call 316-284-6922.

Community Chat
in Newton

Grand Central will

have a Community Chat
& Coffee with An Honor
Flight Panel at 10 a.m.
Thursday, Nov. 2, at
Grand Center, 122. E.
Sixth St.

Other events that day

at Grand Central, which
is Newton’s senior center,
will be Sewing by the
Yard at 9 a.m., Rum-
mikub at 9 a.m. and
Friendship Meal at 11:30
a.m. —For Newton Now



Margie McGlach-
lin's husband,
Dick, jokingly

fears he might get vari-
ous colors of paint on him
because of his wife's craft.

“Dick made a joke once
that if he sat still long
enough, I'd probably
paint him,” McGlachlin
said, smiling.

The 82-year-old Newton
woman has been doing
decorative painting for a
number of years now, sell-
ing her creations at craft
shows and bazaars. She's
done it so much that she
thinks she's sold between
6,000 and 8,000 pieces
during the years. Another
McGlachlin number is
300, as she's sold about
300 items per show, and
she's been doing two
shows a year.

Her images include
everything from snowmen
to nativity scenes and
Halloween-themed items.

She enjoys her craft for
a couple of reasons.

“It just takes my mind
off everything else,” she
said. “It's a form of total
relaxation for me. I might
be painting toward the
noon hour and think we
might have to eat today. I
just get so engrossed.”

McGlachlin will have a
booth at the Saturday,
Nov. 4, Salem United
Methodist Church's 16th
Annual Arts and Crafts
Bazaar, which will be
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
the church in Newton.
Four other Newton
churches are having
bazaars that day as well.

McGlachlin's interest in
painting most likely came
from her mom, since she
was an artist.

“I started painting in
1974, taking classes in oil
painting,” McGlachlin
said. “I didn't take arts
classes in school and only
realized my interest in
painting after I took some
classes at the Stone
Chimney in Newton. I
loved everything about
painting and was sur-
prised that I had some
talent in that field. My
mother was an artist, and
I only hope that I inher-
ited some of her talent.”

She enjoyed painting
and taking classes until
she and Dick became re-
altors in 1979. They got
quite busy with their ca-
reers, and McGlachlin
said she didn't do any
painting for a number of
years while working as a
realtor and raising their
family of two boys and
two girls. The couple,
who's been married for 63
years, retired from their
business, McGlachlin Re-
alty, a couple of years ago.

In 1991, however,
McGlachlin realized how
much she missed painting
and picked it up again,
taking classes and paint-
ing with acrylics. 

“I started painting sea-
sonal items on wood,” she
said. “I did crafts shows
for the next 20 years. One
of my main interests over
the years was painting
nativity sets.”

Recently, McGlachlin
took classes in Wichita to
learn how to paint on can-
vas and now teaches can-
vas painting at Gathered
Goods.

McGlachlin's work also
seems to be a regular
entry in the Harvey
County Fair.

“I decided to have a
booth at the Salem
Bazaar this year, as I
plan to retire from any in-
tense painting and just
paint occasionally for my
own enjoyment,” she said.
“I don't have as much en-
ergy to do it as intensely
as I did in the past.”

McGlachlin said she
likes to paint at her din-
ing room table near the
TV and kitchen and that
she has some of her oil
paintings on display in
the finished basement.

“Just always painting
something,” McGlachlin
said. “Like my kids say, if
you have something to
sell, sell it because we
have plenty.”

McGlachlin said her
items sell well. For in-
stance, regarding a craft
sale in Billings, Mont.,
where McGlachlin has
been twice, she almost
sold out at least once. It's
a sale like Hillsboro's,
where 35,000 people go
through.

“We just did that twice
because that's a lot of
work,” she said, adding it
takes her a year to pre-
pare for that sale. “Last
time I went, I almost sold
out. Didn't see anyone
else there with decorative
painting. That was quite
an adventure.”

Her craft show adven-
tures started with her
first one, which was at
Newton High School,
where she almost sold
out. During that show,
McGlachlin asked her
daughter if she had made
$500. However, her
daughter said, “Mom, you
made almost $1,200.”

During that show, she
sold 25 to 30 Santas.

“I couldn't unpack them
fast enough to sell ’em,”
she said.

In addition to painting
by herself, McGlachlin
enjoys doing it with a cou-
ple of her granddaugh-
ters.

“Maybe I'll pass it
down,” she said.

Two of her granddaugh-
ters come up from Wi-
chita and get painting
direction from Grandma,
as she helps them with
their projects.

“We paint together, so
we have fun with that,”
McGlachlin said. “’cause
Grandma is always ready
to get her paints out.”

In addition, four of the
churches—the Methodist
ones and First Chris-
tian—each are giving
away door prizes. People
eligible need to get a card
stamped at each location
and then enter that card
at a drawing at one of the
churches.

All bazaars
The following are de-

scriptions of the bazaars
that will be on Nov. 4 in
Newton:

• Salem United
Methodist Church, 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
church, 118 Old Main St.
A total of 18 crafters will
sell wares in the Family
Life Center. Items for sale
include fall décor, painted
shoes, decorative paint-
ings for fall and Christ-
mas, handmade sock
monkeys, baby items,
homemade baked goods,
kitchen towels, wooden
frames and hand-printed
cards.

There also will be a
silent auction, featuring
theme baskets, game bas-
kets, children's books,
holidays décor, backyard
fire pit and others.

There will be a large se-
lection of vintage jewelry
and used books for sale.
There's also a quilt raffle.

Breakfast of biscuits
and gravy and donuts will
be from 8 to 10 a.m., with
lunch consisting of a vari-
ety of dishes, including
chicken and noodles,
served from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m.

Proceeds go to mis-
sions, ministry and the
local food bank.

• Trinity Heights
United Methodist
Church, 12th and Boyd,
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
church. Tables will be
filled with special good-
ies, like candy and cook-
ies the women of the
church have prepared the
last couple of weeks. They
can be purchased by the
pound or a portion of a
pound. There also will be
31 vendor booths. Home-
made cinnamon rolls and
coffee will be available in
the morning and lunch at
noon, served by church
youth. All proceeds go to
local missions.

• First United
Methodist Church, 801
N. Main St., 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the church. Lunch
will be served from 11
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. by the
United Methodist Men.

Items for sale include
arts and crafts, ceramics,
holiday décor, doggie
treats, baby afghans,
fleece throws, hand-em-
broidered tea towels,
Lady Bags for Evelyn,
baby quilts, table run-
ners, baked goods and
peppernuts. There also
will be the usual Bling
Bling Boutique with cos-
tume jewelry from many
eras.

There also will be a
quilt raffle for a “Country
Charm” hand-quilted
queen-sized quilt. Tickets
are $1 each or six for $5.
The drawing is at 2 p.m.

Proceeds from the
bazaar go toward many
mission programs.

• Kansas Christian
Home Auxiliary Holi-
day Bazaar will be from

8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at First
Christian Church, 102 E.
First St. Biscuits and
gravy will be served from
8 to 10 a.m., with lunch
consisting of potato soup,
chili and sandwiches
served from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Pies also will be
sold. Items for the bazaar
are provided by a number
of Christian churches
throughout Kansas, and
patients and residents at
Kansas Christian Home
also provide handmade
items.

Some of the items for
sale include Christmas
items, baked goods, hand-
made items, bedding,
baby items and jewelry.

There also will be a
door-prize basket with a
variety of items, includ-
ing washcloths, Christ-
mas table runner, two
candles, body spray, bath
scrubber, pan scrubber,
peppernuts, bag of
zwieback and jelly roll.

All proceeds go toward
KCH residents.

There also will be a
quilt raffle for an 80-by-
94-inch quilt, with the
drawing to be that day.
Tickets are $1 each or six
tickets for $5.

• Zion Lutheran
Church Holiday

Bazaar, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 225 S.

Poplar in Newton.
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How bazaar: Newton churches raise money with annual events
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
This quilt will be raffled at First United Methodist Church in Newton.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Margie McGlachlin works on a painting Monday morning in her home. She'll be selling decorative painting
items at the Salem United Methodist Church's 16th Annual Arts and Crafts Bazaar, which will be from 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at the church in Newton. 

COURTESY PHOTO
Folks look through items at the sale at First Christian Church.

COURTESY PHOTO
Salem United Methodist Church has a number of items in this year's
silent auction.

COURTESY PHOTO
Folks can purchase candy by the pound at Trinity Heights United
Methodist Church.

Veteran’s breakfast Nov. 10 in Newton
Veterans, their spouses and widows

are invited to Newton Presbyterian
Manor for a complimentary pancake
breakfast from 7 to 10 a.m. Friday, Nov.
10, at Presbyterian Manor, 1200 E Sev-
enth, Newton.

“We appreciate their service,” Marc
Kessinger, executive director, said. “It’s
an honor to serve our area veterans,
their spouses and widows each year and
remember their sacrifice.”

The meal will be served come-and-go
from 7 to 10 a.m. in the main dining
room.

FOR NEWTON NOW
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Help Us Show Our Appreciation 

For Our Harvey County Veterans! 
Our November 9th Edition will include the name of all of the Veterans in Harvey County. 

Please email Adam Strunk, adam@harveycountynow.com, or call 316-281-7899, 
with names of local veterans to make sure they are included on our list 

so that we can recognize their service to our country!
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Sylvia Bartel, REALTOR

316-217-3359

9201 EPPING LN, HALSTEAD
5 BEDS, 3 FULL/1 HALF BATHS 

NOVEMBER 2ND, 3RD ,& 4TH. 10AM - 3PM

10 MINUTES WEST OF NEWTON ON 2.8 ACRES OF WOODED LAND!

5 BE
9201 E

10 MINUTES WEST OF NEWTON ON 2.8 ACRES OF WOODED LAND!

DS, 3 FULL/1 HALF BATHS
EPPING LN, HALSTEAD

10 MINUTES WEST OF NEWTON ON 2.8 ACRES OF WOODED LAND!

316-217-3359
Sylvia Bartel, 
316-217-3359

TORREALSylvia Bartel, 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Published in the Newton Now on November 2, 9 and 16, 2017.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Published in the Newton Now on Oct. 26, Nov. 2, and Nov. 9, 2017.

Saturday, November 4      
9am - 2pm

Burns Community Center • Burns, KS

Big variety of
vendors including

“old favorites”
and NEW ONES!

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Ron Carino of Newton will start driving an OT Cab at night in a few weeks. Here, he’s in the driver’s seat of an OT Cab Co. cab.

Where there’s a Ron, there’s a way
OT Cab Co. in Newton to start services at night

As Ron Carino drove
down Main Street New-
ton on Monday, his phone
rang. He quickly an-
swered it, knowing it was
a call to pick someone up.
Yep. It was. He needed to
go get Pat Hysom, who
was waiting for a ride at
North Dillons after doing
some shopping.

Carino is a driver for
OT Cab Co., based in
Newton. He's had the job
only for a few weeks now,
and he already has some
regulars. Carino is gear-
ing up to drive not just
daytime hours, which the
cab company only offers
now, but nighttime hours,
as well, in a few weeks.

Currently, there's no
public transportation in
Newton during the night.

“I'm looking forward to
nighttime driving,”
Carino said, sitting in his
cab. “I personally feel like
the town needs it. I'm get-
ting a lot of requests from
people, saying they want
something in the evening.
They're saying there's
nothing to get around
here in Newton.”

Carino said he's work-
ing about three-fourths
time with OT Cab right
now, and he's also em-
ployed by ResCare. Once
OT starts the night driv-
ing, he'll have enough
hours with them. He also
has a Saturday night
radio show with Bethel
College's radio station.

OT Cab usually just op-
erates in Newton, al-
though three days a
week, Carino said he
drives a woman to
McPherson for various
appointments, so he waits
in McPherson for her,
having some free time to
do what he wants there
and then drives her back
to Newton.

In addition to this
woman, Carino has other
regulars. There's the guy
he drives to work at
Santa Fe 5/6 Center in
Newton, and there are
folks from MidTown Tow-
ers and the Plaza with
disabilities.

“Some of the ones I'm
finding joy with [are] a
97- and 100-year old
ladies,” Carino said.

Carino said that during
the rides, passengers talk
to him.

“One thing about being
a cab driver, I feel like a
bartender without the
booze,” Carino said. “Peo-
ple tell me stories and get
to know people that way.”

Another cab driver,
Marie Smith of Newton,
has been with OT Cab for
about nine years longer
than Carino has, and she
enjoys driving a cab.

“Get to meet interesting

people,” she said about
what she likes about her
job. “You meet people all
the time, especially if
they come in on the
train.”

Smith said they do a lot
of medical runs for folks,
and her work hours are 6
a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays
through Fridays. The cab
also operates from 8 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Saturdays. They
don't provide service on
Sundays.

“My only day off,”
Smith said.

When they go to
evenings, Smith and
Carino said they'll be able

to transport folks to a va-
riety of places, such as
the hospital, a second-
shift job, church on
Wednesday nights or
shopping.

A cab ride costs $7.50,
unless people have a dis-
count card through Har-
vey County. An extra
passenger costs $1.25 to
ride. To get a discount
card, folks need to go to
the Department on Aging
at the local courthouse
and show proof of income.

“We have a lot of people
that are on this card,”
Smith said.

To get a ride, just call
316-283-2960.

Hysom, the lady Carino
transported from North
Dillons to her home on
Monday, seems to be one
of their regulars, as she
said she uses the cab
quite often.

“Just in this month, it
seems quite often,” she
said, sitting in the back of
the cab.

Hysom liked hearing
the cab will run in the
evenings soon.

“That's great,” she said.
“How late?”

“11 o'clock,” Carino re-
sponded, adding most sec-
ond-shifters should be
done working by 11 p.m.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Marie Smith, left, who’s driven for OT Cab Co. for nine years, talks to Ron Carino, another cab driver, on
Monday.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Ron Carino, right, helps passenger Pat Hysom as she loads her pur-
chases into a cab. 

Circle of Hope will hold
a celebrity server
fundraiser from 5 to 8
p.m. Monday, Nov. 13, at
Water’s Edge Restaurant
in Hesston. 

The event will feature a
meal of homemade fa-
vorites served by local,
well-known faces in New-
ton. Tips to your celebrity

server work as a donation
for Circle of Hope.

Make your reservation
early for the meal to be
paired at a table served
by your favorite local
celebrity and show your
support for Circle of Hope,
a community initiative
that builds relationships
and inspires transforma-
tion throughout the com-
munity.

This year’s local
celebrity servers include
Barbara Bunting, Barth
Hague, Ben and Alli Krei-
der, Brad Kohlman, Bryan

Hall, Chad Gay, James
Krehbiel, Jason Jones,
Jennifer Vogts, Libby Al-
bers, Leroy Koehn, Rox-
ana Koch, Tim Hodge,
Todd Tangeman and Val
Gleason. To make reserva-
tions, contact: Peace Con-
nections at 316-284-0000,
info@peaceconnections.org
or visit www.peaceconnec-
tions.org.

Celebrity fundraiser coming up for Circle of Hope
FOR NEWTON NOW
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For the past decade or so, my
mom and my sister have
been going to Atchison for

ghost tours and haunted trolley
rides in September or October.

The past two years, my oldest,
Rodger, and I have joined them.
Actually, last year, my Uncle Gor-
don from Pennsylvania also was
there.

During the years, my mom told
us stories about her and my sister
walking around the neighborhoods
with mansions built in days gone
by, and I always had a picture in
my mind of what Atchison looked
like. It wasn’t really accurate.

Anyway, this past weekend, we
all converged on Atchison again,
arriving on Friday and going to
Hilligoss Family Shoes, where
they carry a number of boots and
shoes we all try on. It’s become a
tradition. The lady who owns the
store, Sara, is quite friendly. She
tries our shoes on for us like shoe
stores used to do in the old days.
The shoes are displayed in the
store windows and in the store.
Just like the old days. We’ve had
great times there, although we all
get quite excited, and I think that
wears some of us out. My sister
joked she lost her soul in the store
and drifted away from her body.
She recovered nicely, though.

We had a great spending spree,
with my mom buying shoes for us
for Christmas presents and vari-
ous birthdays in November and
December.

Then we meandered over to a
restaurant that had a 25-minute
wait for dinner, so we left there be-
cause we all needed food and went
to the Snowball restaurant. I’m
not really sure why it’s called that,
and I do know it’s haunted, like so
many of the buildings there,
whether homes or other kinds of
structures.

A few of the highlights of the
trip, besides the shoe store, were
at guided walk at Mt. Vernon
Cemetery, which is on a hill over-
looking a small lake; a trolley ride
through town, except ours was in a
school bus (and I’m not sure why
that was), where the guide talked
about various haunted locations in
Atchison, which is known as the
most haunted town in Kansas; and
the best was last, which was a
ghost investigation at the Sallie
House.

The Sallie House has been fea-
tured on various TV shows, like
“Ghost Adventures” on the Travel
Channel and on “Sightings.” There
was a group of about 23 of us in
the small home that’s even been
called the most haunted house in
the country. The leader, a guy I’ll
call Travis because I can’t remem-
ber his name, told us the story of
the house at the beginning of our

two-and-a-half-hour investigation.
He talked about the lore of a little
girl named Sallie, who supposedly
died on the operating table in the
house at the hand of a surgeon
who lived there. However, Travis
said that’s not true. The only Sal-
lie they could find whoever lived
even near the house was a 33-
year-old woman who resided
maybe a couple blocks away. There
was no little girl dying of an ap-
pendicitis in the now kitchen area.
I don’t think they know what
ghosts are in that home. 

There’s also lore of a possible
demon in the little tiny basement
and a large black smudge on the
basement floor that’s supposed to
be where a pentagram was placed
at one time. That’s not true, either,
according to Travis, at least the
pentagram part. The large smudge
possibly was caused by a coal fur-
nace that used to be in that area.

However, a woman with our
group in the basement said she
kept getting pricked on her legs by
something.

I didn’t feel any malevolent
forces in the basement, although I
did feel quite yucky at the begin-
ning of the adventure in the house,
probably because of the mold
that’s haunting the place. Travis
said some people might have prob-
lems with the mold, especially if
they’re allergic to penicillin, be-
cause it’s that kind of mold. I’m al-
lergic to mold but not to penicillin.
I got used to it after a while. My
sister had some problems because
she's allergic to penicillin. 

Our group went up the stairs.
We had no problem going up, un-
like the “Ghost Adventures” guy,
who said he “hit a wall of fear” and
wasn’t able to go up there.

I believe it was in the early
1990s that a couple lived there,
and it’s documented the man was
continually being physically at-
tacked by something in the house.
However, Travis told us the man
had experienced such things
throughout his life and implied he
might’ve brought his little friend
with him.

Our group went into the master
bedroom, where there was a re-
ported ghost sighting. Nothing re-
ally happened in there, except one

of the ghost hunter leaders stood
in the window so people going by
on the trolley could see him and
get freaked out.

Then we went into the nursery,
and a few things went on in there,
like some of the lights the ghost
hunters brought along lit up in re-
sponse to questions that required
a “yes” and “no” response. No, I
didn’t check their equipment to see
if it was rigged.

In the living room, the ghost
hunters set up flashlights, which
they said ghosts can use to answer
questions by turning them off and
on. What struck me as odd was the
flashlights didn’t turn off and on
quickly like regular flashlights do.
They slowly dimmed off and slowly
brightened on. So, yep. Must’ve
been a ghost.

At one point, a lit flashlight
rolled off a table. I shrieked a lit-
tle, which freaked out my sister
and son. Others let out gasps. One
person cussed. They had a vibra-
tion meter sitting next to the
flashlight on the table, and Travis
didn’t think it was vibration, be-
cause it didn’t go off. We were
there from 7 to 9:30 p.m. and
didn’t have enough time really to
try to debunk the evidence our-
selves.

By the way, if you want to pur-
chase the home that's appraised at
$22,000, it's for sale for $1 million.
That's for a house with a lot of
provenance and mold. The current
owner isn't making any repairs,
and Travis said the home is sink-
ing.

My mom didn’t go with us to the
Sallie House because the cemetery
walk tired her out. She seems to
be getting stronger, though, and
looks really good.

My son recorded the whole Sal-
lie House tour for her so she could
enjoy it that way.

We had a great time on the trip,
and I’m ready to go back already.
My mom had an unexpected heart
attack last month, which scared
all of us in the family. She didn't
have any of the risk factors. That’s
made us, I think, more considerate
of each other and grateful to have
all of us around, so we can enjoy
what we all like to do, whether it’s
ghost hunting, cemetery walking,
shoe shopping, eating at wonderful
restaurants or just sitting in a
motel room, teasing about scream-
ing at a flashlight.

Hope you all had a happy Hal-
loween.

Wendy Nugent is the features ed-
itor at Newton Now and has al-

ways enjoyed a good scare, whether
its movies, “shooting” zombies with

a paintball gun or hunting for
spooks.

Don't take moments for granted
Columns

Editorial
District needs a better

bond issue

People are talking about pay-
ing for an upgraded pool or
water park. A water park?

Everybody's got a water park.
Newton, we have it all wrong.

We need to zig when the world
zags. We need to jump when the
world jives, and when they sock
hop, we do the electric sliiiide. 

And that means we need a fire
park. 

That's right: a fire park. Sounds
pretty awesome, huh?

We need a space where people go
to light stuff on fire. All year long.

Think of what's the biggest holi-
day ever—the Fourth of July. And
what do we do? We spend hun-
dreds of dollars to light stuff on
fire. And then the holiday is over. 

We can make a place where the
Fourth of July never ends. And
that will be the Newton Fire Park. 

Children would come from miles
around to light booms and bangs
in our little stretch of liberty. 

And it wouldn't just be limited
to fireworks. 

Burn your trash. And burn your
furniture. 

Bed bugs? Kill them with fire.
An old broken table? Kill it with
fire. 

People are complaining now that
without bulky item pickup being
for free Newton is starting to get a
lot of junk sitting around in yards. 

For a moment, let's ignore the
problem that people are so lazy

that they will only properly dis-
pose of junk when the city does it
for free.

Nope accept that fact and move
on. We spent $70,000 on bulky
item pickup the last year the city
provided it for free. Let's move
that funding that we'd spend
starting the program back up and
put it in my fire park.

We'd stack a year’s worth of
couches in a massive pyramid and
have a festival.

Burning man? That's a massive
event. Let's have Newton's Burn-
ing Couch! Hippies from all over
make a mountain of couches and
catch them on fire. 

This idea will be a dumpster
fire? Damn right it will be. If it
takes off, it will feature at least
two dumpsters you can catch on
fire. 

Now I have my naysayers who
will tell me that a massive fire

Fire Park is a dream we should all believe in

A good education, as well as good facilities, is a central
pillar around which a community is built. 

And as we've said before, Newton needs a bond. 
Yet, considering the overall health of the community,

the need to spend tax dollars wisely, the need for the
school district to prepare for the future, and our newspa-
per's mission statement of advocating for accountable and
sensible governance, we cannot endorse this bond issue. 

We hope that our year’s worth of exhaustive bond cover-
age has informed our readers and, while some may not
agree with us, allows them to understand as well as hear
our viewpoint. 

The most glaring issue, in our minds, with this bond
issue comes down to finances. 

You might be seeing a lot of marketing in your mail-
boxes that explain the bond only increasing taxes by 8.43
mills. The district paid $13,000 to distribute the informa-
tion as part of the bond campaign.

But what those fliers don't show is the total tax burden
of the bond issue, nor do they show the amount of interest
the proposed bond would generate. 

As the bond is structured to “wrap around” the existing
$35 million of debt from the 2007 bond issue, we wouldn't
start paying principal on the new bond for at least eight
years. Instead, the district would just pay approximately
$12.139 million in interest during the time period on the
$61 million. 

Those numbers are compiled using data the district
provided when publishing the legal notification associated
with the bond issue. 

The district could nearly build a new grade school for
what it is paying in interest with this “wrap around”
structure.

While that 8.43 mill tax increase may be what the dis-
trict and its advisors decided would be most palatable for
voters, it costs USD 373 money in the long run.

With a differently structured bond issue, or one that
would wait until the existing $35 million of bond debt is
closer to being paid off, the total amount the taxpayers
would pay on a future bond could be reduced, or the dis-
trict could opt for a larger bond with a similar tax impact.

With the proposed bond, the owner of a $100,000 home
would pay approximately $3,900 in total on the bond
issue. 

We also do not think the current bond issue provides for
much longevity, as it does not address future growth on
the south end of Newton.

Growth patterns pointed out an area of expansion that
makes sense to anyone familiar with Newton develop-
ment. More residents and families are moving into town
south of Highway 50. Two new apartment complexes to be
completed south of the highway will only add to that
growth. 

If Newton does experience good years and good develop-
ment, there will be only more crowding in the schools on
the south end of the town. New school boundaries would
help with that crowding, but with the town of Walton not
projected for growth, busing to the newly expanded facil-
ity as outlined with the bond will be the solution for some
of the students. 

We worry in 10 years Newton will be struggling with
the fact that it didn't build a facility where growth was
projected. A new school would also draw more develop-
ment to Newton’s south end.

Superintendent Deb Hamm projected that it would be
20 years before the district would need another issue, but
with a bond in 1997 and then 2007 and now 2017, we
wonder if that 20-year projection is overly optimistic. The
current high school was built in 1973 and only getting
older, so we have $41 million in repairs pegged for it. We
worry about when exactly the district will want to replace
the building that this bond issue plans to sink $41 million
into and if that substantial amount should be cut down
and have some of it saved for a new high school. 

The bond does provide a $15 million remodel to the in-
terior of the high school. That's something that is neces-
sary. It would provide enough money to remodel the
existing science rooms, which are in poor condition. 

But then the bond would also spend $4.6 million to
build a science wing. The idea is it will provide more
space for classrooms in the interior of the building to be
expanded, but we wonder if that $4.6 million could be bet-
ter spent elsewhere or saved. The same goes for a $3.7
million expenditure to build an auxiliary gym, bringing
the gym count at the high school to three. The gym will
double as a FEMA-approved tornado shelter. 

It always seems to be new gyms that get built in new
bond issues. It might make more sense to use that money,
along with the money pegged for the auditorium remodel,
and just give the school a top-notch performing arts
venue. That building could function as a storm shelter.

Or a more cost-effective solution for the storm shelter
plan would be to install FEMA-approved storm doors on
the high school hallways and improve the high school's
current storm plan, something that was FEMA certified
before Joplin.

Finally, with all this, we feel that there was some ill-ad-
vised governance surrounding the bond. 

When the board of education did see the plans and
asked about the possibility of splitting the bond, the archi-
tectural and advisory firm it hired told them it was a bad
idea and made the district look weak. They did this know-
ing that surrounding districts such as Andover and Maize
had been successful in splitting their bond votes into mul-
tiple questions. We find it unfortunate that members of
the school board did not have the backbone to stand up to
their advisors and select options which would have al-
lowed us to skip all of this mess. 

Otherwise we would be writing an editorial that advo-
cated for the district to make interior remodels to the high
school, to make repairs and updates to Walton, and to add
security upgrades to the grade schools. Then voters would
be able to decide what extras they wanted, whether it was
additional space at Walton, or an additional gym as well
as science wing at Newton High School.

We think the remodel portion of the bond would have
easily passed. Now it's tied to options that aren't univer-
sally popular and drive up the price of the bond while not
doing enough, in our opinion, to prepare the district for
the future. 

Should the bond fail, we hope the community rallies
back to the planning process and the district keeps the
good parts of bond and drops the extra parts. We hope
that the new school board brings with it the knowledge
and steel to make decisions on what's best for the commu-
nity, not a company it hires to help it draw designs and
market the bond. 

Bond supporters worry that if this bond fails, it might
take two to three years to get a bond on the ballot. We
hope that is a worst-case scenario and the district can get
another, improved bond option on the ballot for next year. 

If they do not, consider that the district will be saving
approximately $1.5 million in interest annually if it has to
wait. 

If this current bond fails, Walton will not close, no mat-
ter what the rumors say. However, the district will get a
second chance to better spend taxpayer dollars and craft a
more responsible plan that prepares for Newton's future. 

When that happens, we'll be right behind that effort.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

WENDY’S WORDS

WENDY NUGENT
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ADAM STRUNK
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Here’s little disclaimer for
you: building a house is no
joke. More often than not, I

am suddenly consumed by the
awareness of dust that surrounds
me, and I can’t get away. That’s
when I go and blast myself with the
air compressor just to feel a little
more like my old self.

As I meander through each room
of our home in progress, I can’t help
but laugh as I notice some of the
most redneck, jimmy-rigged things
that my husband and I have both
done to make living in our home a
little more bearable. I’m calling
them “Five hacks Learned Living in
a Construction War Zone.”

Hack #1: Dog leashes makes a
perfect indoor laundry line.

Since we have yet to hook up the
return air for our dryer, I have had
to air dry every piece of our laundry.
With the amount of laundry that
Kendall and I produce on a weekly
basis, you’d think that there were
at least five additional people living
in our home. 

I took my dog’s long leashes,
hooking one end to an abandoned
curtain rod and the other end to an
exposed wall stud to create a laun-
dry line. I lay my clothes out nice
and neat on the line, and then indi-
rectly point fans onto the clothes,
creating the exact simulation of a
windy day in Kansas. 

Hack #2: Drop wall beams onto
your floor to create easy access to
basement electrical units.

When construction gives you
lemons, make lemonade. During
one of the earlier stages of construc-
tion, we had some rain damage and
had to install all new flooring up-
stairs. Later, we would work to
demo a wall beam, only to have it
come smashing down onto our new
flooring, creating a gaping hole.

Even though we were initially
frustrated by our mistake, we had
no idea how that much we’d use
that hole in the floor. It’s allowed us

easy access to funnel extension
cords and air compressor hoses di-
rectly into the basement. So, in
summary, in case you need easy
electrical access to your basement,
just drop something really heavy
onto your flooring to create your
hole. Depending on the size of the
hole that you need, you will have to
factor in what object you will drop
on the floor.

Hack #3: “Recycle” your con-
struction equipment to make up for
your lack of furniture.

The timeline on when you buy
furniture for your new home is key.
Make sure that your home is 99-
percent dust free before your new
furniture graces your home with its
presence. I have found that instead
of trashing anything resembling
“nice furniture” that you may still
own, just use construction equip-
ment instead. I’d personally recom-
mend using an aluminum sawhorse
as a bench. It seats two people com-
fortably—three if you squeeze.

The only problem that may arise
from using this hack is that your
guest may not like the thought of
sitting in dust. I’d recommend wet
wiping the bench before use or just
not saying anything at all and hop-
ing your guest doesn’t notice their
butt is white when they leave. It’s
light weight, easy to move from con-
struction war zone to table, and let’s
not forget that it’s industrial chic.

Hack #4: Ugly ceiling bulb covers
make for a perfect doggy water

bowl.
My husband and I aren’t the only

ones who have had to make sacri-
fices amidst living in our construc-
tion war zone. Susan, our wiener
dog, is included as well. When we’d
work at the house before we moved
in, we always had a problem re-
membering to bring Susan a water
bowl. I quickly discovered that
using an ugly ceiling bulb cover
makes for a perfect water bowl.
Step #1: Wash out bulb cover to rid
of the dust and dead flies. Step #2:
Fill with water. Step #3: Try to get
your dog to understand that this
water is for them.

Hack #5: Wood shims double as
a towel rack.

Now that we have the luxury of
showering in our own home, we
were in desperate need of a towel
rack. That’s when my entrepreneur-
ial “Shark Tank” mindset kicked in
and I thought to myself, “What can
I do to fix that right now?” Going to
the lumberyard for a hook was the
easy way out. I looked around at my
supply options and found that an
abandoned wood shim would do the
trick. I shoved it in between the
sheet rock and wall stud adjacent to
the shower door. For the price that
you can pay at a hardware store for
a hook, you can buy 100 of these
wooden shims. That’s a lot more
bang for your buck, if you ask me.

Now, obviously, I cannot vouch for
the safety of any of these hacks to
anyone. I suppose that the moral of
this story is to encourage others to
be content and look for the good in
whatever stage of life you may be in
right now. And really, though, who
knows what you might create in
your time of need and it actually
works! You could use it to change
the world.

Courtney Critchfield is marketing
director at the Newton Area 

Chamber of Commerce.

Five hacks learned living in a construction war zone Weigh in

Weigh in

HOME ON THE CHANGE

COURTNEY CRITCHFIELD

park is a terrible liability.
I'll concede that we might
have a few flare ups. But
you can’t make an omelet
without cracking a few
eggs and lighting the
stove. 

We'll have a flame re-
tardant release form
everyone has to sign, re-
moving the fire park of
any legal liability. Out-
side of that, who cares? If
you catch yourself on fire,
you either dunk yourself

in our complimentary
dunk tank or you
toughen up, buttercup.

We'd also have fire-
guards, as a pool has
lifeguards. Their job
wouldn't be to keep peo-
ple safe as much as en-
sure that everyone was
having fun. 

They'd have big old
flamethrowers, and
when a citizen would
have trouble burning
something, they'd light
it up. 

Plus, the darn thing's
cheap as all get out. We

got a bit of empty
ground the city owns.
We'll just pay a farmer
to plow around it to keep
the flames from spread-
ing, and we'll be set. 

People who get hungry
can start a quick fire in
one of our many fire pits
and grill up a hot dog or
four.

So, in closing, a fire
park would draw people
in, be a huge amenity for
citizens, require fewer
lifeguards to pay, and
get rid of all the crap sit-
ting around Newton. It

will decrease on trash
hauled to the dump and
provide the youth a des-
ignated area to burn
things, as opposed to
having them spread
across the city with bug
spray cans and cigarette
lighters. 

So, the heck with a
water park. You can
swim in Sand Creek. 

Say it with me, New-
ton: burn, baby, burn.

Adam Strunk is the
managing editor of 

Newton Now.
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Budde the right person for school board 
This letter is in support of Jennifer Budde for USD

373 School Board.
I first met Jennifer as a teacher of one of her chil-

dren. Jennifer was an involved, supportive parent that
was willing to do whatever needed to help her child
succeed. She has continued to advocate for not only
her own children but all of the children in our district.
She has taken an active role in education and, when
seeing that she could make a difference, chose to run
for a seat on the school board. She has attended school
board meetings, community vision team meetings, fo-
rums and talked with countless community members
in an effort to continue learning about the needs of our
district.

As a parent, I appreciate Jennifer's willingness to
listen to all sides of a issue, her desire to ensure the
safety of all students and her support of the upcoming
bond. I love that she puts her heart and passion into
everything she does.

As a teacher, I appreciate that she wants to be an
advocate for students and teachers. 

She understands the importance of the bond on our
schools and recognizes that the time for improving and
upgrading our schools is now. 

She is willing to take the time to learn the facts,
gather information, listen and take action.

As both a teacher and parent, I endorse Jennifer for
a seat on the 373 school board, as she will be a strong
advocate for students, teachers and our community.

Angela Black, 
Newton

You can't put a price on memories, Camp Hawk
What a crazy ride the last year has been for the

Camp Hawk Vote No group.
A year ago we were in the midst of collecting the 422

necessary signatures for a petition to force the sale of
Camp Hawk to a vote. In this day and age, when what
happens in our government feels out of our control,
the Harvey County residents took their voice back on
this issue. They let the commissioners know that we
don’t want to sell a park that is serving residents of
Harvey County.

The residents have made memories at Harvey
County Camp Hawk. 

For some fathers, this is where they taught their
son to fish. For many families, they have celebrated
60th birthday parties and anniversaries. People have
celebrated weddings and remember that day vividly.
For some people, Camp Hawk was where they did 4-H
projects, Boys Scouts or Girl Scouts. Many groups
have celebrated holidays, Super Bowl parties, and
countless other celebrations.

I don’t think we can put a price on the memories
that have been made for many residents at Camp
Hawk. But think about all of the opportunities that
could be lost by selling Camp Hawk. 

Are these memories really worth saving $6,000 each
year? Ask the parents, kids, siblings, brides or Guy
Hawk, if you could, if this is necessary.

On Nov. 7 vote no on the sale of Camp Hawk and
make some more memories.

Jeremy Kindy,
Newton

Morton sets herself apart for BOE
As a parent of two students in USD 373 schools and

a 24-year teaching veteran, I write this letter to en-
courage voters to support Mallory Morton for BOE. As
an executive officer of Newton NEA, I have repeatedly
and enthusiastically explained how Morton differenti-
ates herself from several other candidates and many
of the current members of the BOE. She recognizes:

1. That students aren't faceless numbers nor can de-
cisions made on their behalf be made solely with cal-
culators and spreadsheets;

2. That as the only district officials selected by the
community, BOE members serve the students of this
community, providing oversight of district administra-
tion;

3. That, to effectively provide this oversight, she
must seek input from those on the front lines of the
district rather than relying solely on the verity of in-
formation from district officials;

4. That as a member of the BOE , she must be acces-
sible to the constituents and available to make deci-
sions;

5. That she must be transparent and trustworthy,
especially in light of the debilitating mistrust felt by
many district employees toward district administra-
tion and the current BOE.

Throughout this election cycle, Mallory Morton has
illustrated and expressed her understanding of the is-
sues with civility and humility, again differentiating
herself from other candidates. Please join me in voting
for Mallory Morton for BOE. 

Lisa Zimmerman-Otter, 
Newton 

Support for Kathy Valentine
As unconventional as this might seem, I am writing

a letter of support for the re-election of Kathy to the
Newton City Commission. Who should know her char-
acter better than I?

First of all, being a novice to government did not
hinder her from diligently applying herself to the re-
sponsibilities of the office by attendance to workshops,
meetings, and government conferences, where if she
has not understood a matter, she has sought to re-
search it, ask questions, and gather the knowledge to
make informed decisions for you the taxpayer. She has
fulfilled her pledge in her first term and will continue
to do so if re-elected.

Secondly, her compassion for others has been readily
displayed over the past 10 months in her care for her
parents, overseeing their transition to a nursing home
two and a half hours away, and leadership for her fam-
ily, demonstrated in her father’s passing, decisions in
her mother’s medical affairs and dementia, and direc-
tion and encouragement for her sister, as they direct
in the care of their brother with emotional issues.

This same care has been shown time and time again
with citizens of this community, as Kathy listens and
seeks to bring resolution to their issues that have
ranged from late night meetings about overhanging
tree limbs to front yard meetings with patrons about
their water rates to animal control. 

She cares about you, the community, and your is-
sues, and that is what you want in your elected offi-
cials. 

Finally is her character of encouragement. What
more could you expect from someone after you have
expressed a matter of concern than to receive a warm,
friendly response and the pledge to diligently work on
your behalf? That is the Kathy Valentine I have
known for over 30 years.

Thank you for reading this, and please consider her
on Nov. 7 when you go to the polls.

Wayne Valentine,
Newton

Angela Becker for school board
I am writing this letter in support of Angela Becker

for Newton School Board. I am voting for Becker be-
cause:

Becker is well educated, with a master’s degree in
Business Administration.  

Becker has extensive experience with budgets and
cost reduction, as she is a financial analyst. She will
be a good steward of our tax dollars.

Becker is the only candidate who does not yet have
children in our schools and therefore can remain unbi-
ased.

Becker earned the endorsement of our local chapter
of the National Education Association. She has sup-
port from teachers, which speaks volumes to her quali-
fications.

Becker has been dedicated to her campaign; knock-
ing on hundreds of doors, meeting with teachers and
administration, going to school board meetings, partic-
ipating in forums, attending training sessions and
community events. She is committed to being the best
school board member possible.

Please join me in voting for Becker for Newton
School Board on Nov. 7. She is the most qualified can-
didate; we need people with common sense and strong
management skills. She has a lot offer our community!

Maggie Smet, 
Newton

Vote for Kathy Valentine on Tuesday
I ask you to consider voting for Kathy Valentine for

the Newton City Commission.
I have found Valentine to be responsive and accessi-

ble to concerns voiced regarding various city issues. I
feel credible in making this request, as my husband
and I grew up in Newton and own real estate there. I
am somewhat familiar with the inner workings of the
city, as I completed an unpaid internship with the city
manager’s office for my degree from ASU, worked for
the City of Newton, and have attended city commis-
sion meetings.

Kathy has demonstrated rational reasoning, intelli-
gence and compassion during meetings of the city
commission. She remains calm and collected, yet con-
cerned, during heated budget sessions. 

I encourage Newton’s citizens to attend some of
these city commission meetings if you want to see
what decisions are being made for Newton. If you so
desire, you will have the opportunity to participate
and have your voice heard.

The City of Newton has experienced much upheaval
in its city management over the last couple of years. It
is now time for a calm, steady management approach
to improve the city’s overall image and financial posi-
tion.

A final point to consider is that there has been much
controversy regarding the last presidential election,
but the decisions made by Newton’s City Commission
have a more significant direct impact on your day-to-
day lives. In conclusion, I urge you to retain Kathy
Valentine on Newton’s City Commission.

Vivian Benton Spencer, 
Newton
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financial pressures of op-
erating a care facility in a
rural area, the home also
had been fined $230,000
in the past couple of
years.

Williams pointed to an-
other factor that makes
operating a care home in
Kansas perilous. The
state has the highest per-
centage of care homes in
the nation cited and fined
for exposing residents to
immediate jeopardy at
15.2 percent. The next
highest state, Alaska, is
at 11.1 percent. 

"Standards in Kansas
are so much higher, it's
not funny," Williams said.

The average fine for
nursing homes in Kansas
is $65,000.

"Something is wrong
with the system when it's
that much higher than
everywhere else in the na-
tion," Williams said.

Krehbiel said Medicaid
payments remained flat
for six years, and then
Gov. Sam Brownback
signed a budget in 2016
that cut Medicaid pay-
ments by 10 percent. Med-
icaid provides health
coverage for low-income
Kansans.

"I'm not here to criticize
Governor Brownback, but
I'm concerned," he said.
"There needs to be ade-
quate funding for health
care.

"The main thing I want
to emphasize from my
viewpoint, it's really im-
portant to have adequate
funding for health care. It
really trickles down to the
entire community."

Williams said the
biggest challenge for As-
bury Park was footing the
bill for residents while
waiting for their applica-
tions to get processed in
Topeka. Residents used to
apply at regional Kansas
Department of Health and
Environment offices.
When the state consoli-
dated the application
process in Topeka, the
state didn't have suffi-
cient personnel to handle
the volume. That means
care homes
are provid-
ing serv-
ices for
several
months
without
getting re-
imbursed,
because it
usually
takes at
least three
months for
an applica-
tion to get
approved.

"We've
probably
turned
down 30
folks in the last three or
four months, because we
have no indication how
long it will take for them
to be approved," he said.

Therefore, Asbury Park
had to change its policy to
one where a resident must
already have Medicaid be-
fore being accepted.
Williams said his care
home would be joining a
pilot program this month
aimed at streamlining the
application process.

"Otherwise, we're tak-
ing care of people, and
they're holding up pay-
ment," he said.

STATE
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Krehbiel

Williams

first- and second-grade
Junior Railers team.

One recent Thursday
night, when a cold wind
blew in from the north, a
couple of Junior Railers
teams were at practice
at Chisholm Middle
School in Newton, in-
cluding the one the girls
are on.

Last year, Harris
played flag football and
decided to don shoulder
pads this year. Right
now, she enjoys it.

“That I can still play
with some of my friends
from school,” she said
about what she enjoys
regarding tackle football.

Harris’s mom, Leah
Harris of Newton, said if
a player does well in
practice, a player might
get to take home a
wrestling belt. Harris
has gotten to take it
home.

On Thursday night,
there didn’t appear to be
any tackling, just plays
and some drills run.
However, Harris must’ve
gotten down with tack-
ling, since this season
during practice, she
broke her wrist and had
to sit out a game because
of that.

“She’s played in all of
them except for one,”
Leah said.

The team’s head coach
is Andrew Simons, and
assistant coaches in-
clude Zach McComas
and Derrick Garnica.

Garnica said this isn’t
the first year the organi-
zation has had girls play.
When they were the
Warriors, a couple of
girls took part.

Harris plays offense,
and sometimes defense.
She’s starting offense,
her mom said, and
they’re always doing dif-
ferent plays. She’s even
played center.

Leah said her daugh-
ter decided to play tackle
football last year.

“She actually told us
when she finished her
last season of flag foot-

ball,” Leah said, adding
this is the first year the
Junior Railers have had
a first- and second-grade
team.

Leah didn’t seem to be
overly excited about her
daughter playing tackle
initially.

“At first, maybe I tried

to talk her into cheer,
but nope,” Leah said.
“She wouldn’t have any
of it.”

Harris thinks it’s fun,
and she does like it.

Harris also seemed to
enjoy taking refuge from
the cold practice inside
her mom’s vehicle, sit-
ting on her mom’s lap
during the interview.

“Where are you going
to get pizza after this?”
Harris asked her mom.

In addition to being in-
volved with the Junior
Railers, Harris is a
Kansas State University
football fan, likes to
have sleepovers and
wanted to be a unicorn
for Halloween. Pizza is
her favorite food, and
she also likes candy
corn, she said. Her dad
is L.J. Harris.

Harris isn’t sure,
though, if she’ll play
football or do cheer next
year.

The other girl on the

team, Ledford, doesn’t
seem to be as enthusias-
tic about football.

“I don’t like any of it,”
she said about the game,
adding this is her first
year playing. “Last year,
I played flag.”

She said she mom in-
fluenced her to play.

Ledford said she does-
n’t want to play next
year, as she desires to
take a break, and now
she plays offense and de-
fense.

She did seem to perk
up when talking about
scoring, though.

“Yeah, I made a touch-
down for my team,” she
said.

The 6-year-old, ini-
tially talking through
her mouth guard, had
plans for her Halloween
costume, which didn't in-
clude a football uniform.

“I was gonna be Won-
der Woman, but now I
want to be a ninja,” she
said during practice.

FOOTBALL
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Ashlee Ledford, 6, left, and Kaylee Harris, 8, are the only two girls in the Junior Railers organization playing tackle football this season. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Kaylee Harris, left, waits to be part of a play at practice on Thurs-
day night.

The Pauls still own the
buildings that border
Prairie Harvest to the
north.

Aaron Gaeddert ex-
plained that the pur-
chase allows Prairie
Harvest to grow and ex-
pand. 

“In talks with De-
wayne, we decided it
would be best to pur-
chase the building from
Dewayne,” he said.

“Part of that decision
was the peppernut line.
We thought there was a
lot of opportunity to grow
the wholesale business
and build up the pepper-
nut business,” he said.

Gaeddert is in the
process of launching a
new food brand at
Prairie Harvest and com-
pleting a peppernut pro-
duction line that should
greatly increase the
store's peppernut output
and decrease the amount
of labor required to pro-
duce the small, anise-fla-
vored cookies. 

Gaeddert hopes to sell

the peppernuts in stores
across the region under
the new “Prairy” brand. 

The production line
features a conveyor belt
system connected to an
electric oven out of
Kansas City. The system
has 20 individual motors,
which are turned on and
off by light sensors. That
process allows for an au-
tomated speed, moving
the cookies from a dough
extruder and cutter into
pans through the oven
and then down the cool-
ing and packaging line. 

A clear window will
allow customers a way to
watch the peppernut
process, an important as-
pect of the changes going
on inside the Prairie
Harvest Building. 

Gaeddert hopes for
Prairie Harvest to be-
come more of a tourist
destination, where peo-
ple can come and learn
about making pepper-
nuts as well as their his-
tory and the history of
the building and down-
town Newton. 

From there they can
shop in the Prairie Har-
vest store and move

through the nearby
buildings to shop. 

“There's a lot of people
who come down to see
Prairie Harvest and
Kitchen Corner and
Faith and Life. This is
one more draw,” he said.

The hope is eventually
that tour buses can park
at one end of the block,
drop people off and pick
them up at the other
end. 

Those aren't the only
plans Gaeddert has in
mind with the store. The
building, once a J.C.
Penney’s has a large
mezzanine that over-
looks the bottom part of
the store. Gaeddert said
he wanted to put a busi-
ness or tenant in the
space that would draw
people to the space and
location. 

Gaeddert said he had a
good idea of what sort of
tenant that would be but
remained tight lipped on
the project outside of
that. 

Finally, besides the
peppernut production
line, the store's putting
the finishing touches on
a juice bar located near

its back. It sounds like
the bar will be able to
serve Kombucha, cold-
brewed coffee and other
drinks. 

The Gaedderts carry
on a dream Dewayne and
Betty Pauls had for the
building when they pur-
chased it as part of the
Newton Mercantile Com-
pany with Stan and
Pauletta Brodhagen,
Kevin and Kathy Wray,
Rick and Teri Wray and
Edward Neufeld.

Dewayne said he had
a bout with cancer about
12 years back and de-
cided if he recovered he
wanted to do something
for his church and for
downtown Newton. He
and Betty began pur-
chasing buildings and
trying to improve the at-
titude and environment
of Newton's downtown. 

The Prairie Harvest
building was empty after
being a Dollar Store fol-
lowing a longtime stint
as a J.C. Penney loca-
tion, which closed in the
1990s. Before that, the
German National Bank
occupied the building be-
fore becoming the Han-

lin-Lewis building and
housing one of the
largest retail establish-
ments in the region.

Dewayne said when
they took the building
over it required a large
amount of work and re-
modeling. He said the
project was never meant
to make him money, just
to help the town.

He quoted a former
Newton shoe store
owner, Dick McCall, who
said that people's first
impressions of Newton
are normally based on
how the downtown looks.

Dewayne viewed the
work as improving New-
ton's image. He also
mentioned that what his
group has been able to
accomplish took an en-
tire community to make
work. 

“This project could not
have been accomplished
without the support of
the City of Newton, the
Newton Chamber of
Commerce, the EDC,
city commissioners, as
well as family and
friends,” he said. 

“As well as the cus-
tomers,” Betty added.

HARVEST
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like a number of people were in-
volved.

He will continue to operate his
food truck as well as cater. He
plans to rent a kitchen out at
the outlet mall to use for the
catering. 

“As of right now, for parties of
25 or more, you should continue
to call the cafe catering num-
ber,” he said. 

As for what will go into the
restaurant, he said he's been
trying to recruit to fill it and will
continue to work with its prop-
erty owner Darin Nattier to find
a tenant. 

“I've shed some tears with my
staff and even with Daren. He's

been such a great guy to work
with,” Young said. “Now he's in a
spot where he has an open va-
cancy.”

He said he will continue to
employ some of his 701 staff in
his food truck and other ven-
tures. 

“701 has been a stepping tone
for me,” he said. “Other things
have presented itself. It's a time
to better myself and my family.”

As for what that will be, time
will tell. But whatever is going
to happen, Young said he doesn't
plan on leaving Newton. 

“No, hell no, man,” he said. “I
got three boys here. Youngest
will be four months on the
fourth of November. I'm here.
I'm tied here. It's not that I'm
upset I'm tied here. I'm here.
I've got great friends.”

701
From Page 1

County better able to track emergency calls

The Board of Harvey County
Commissioners took a tour of
the communications center to
see the next-generation up-
grades that display a map of a
caller's location whenever a
911 call is made.

Communications Director
Don Gruver said the recent up-
grades, costing $93,000, also
made it easier for dispatchers
to transfer calls to another
county. Harvey is the 70th
county to tie into the statewide
system. The center also soon
will be able to receive text mes-
sages, but Gruver recom-
mended for people to call if
they could in the event of an
emergency, because the center
can handle calls quicker.

Commissioner Randy Hague
recommended for people to
turn on the GPS function on
their phones.

Gruver said 70 percent of
calls to dispatchers were made

from mobile
phones.

Commission-
ers also dis-
cussed
spending
$150,000 over
four years for
improvements
to the county’s
mapping system. A representa-
tive from EagleView Technolo-
gies gave commissioners a
presentation Oct. 23 on his
company’s aerial photography
technology. County Adminis-
trator Anthony Swartzendru-
ber said the county would need
to approve the contract with
Pictometry Imagery, a division
of EagleView, in the next week
or two for it to be able to fly
over the county in the spring.

Flights over incorporated
areas will be of higher resolu-
tion. Commissioner George
“Chip” Westfall said he was in-
clined to have higher-resolu-
tion images for Newton
City-County Airport than for
the land around Schaben In-

dustries. He said the airport
had 26 buildings and was a
bigger fire hazard.

Hague agreed with Westfall
on changing that portion of the
contract.

Sheriff Chad Gay told com-
missioners that the sheriff ’s
department had a successful
prescription drug tack-back
event on Saturday. Residents
dropped off about 440 pounds
of unused prescription medica-
tion.

"People have been saving up
their drugs,” he said. “I was
amazed."

Commissioner Randy Hague
asked if people no longer
flushed drugs down the toilet
to get rid of the. He received a
chorus of “No!”

Health Department Director
Lynnette Redington said peo-
ple should visit the depart-
ment’s website to see how to
properly dispose of medication.

In other business, commis-
sioners approved paying
weekly bills totaling
$64,493.39.

BY BLAKE SPURNEY
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

Redington

ADAM STRUNK
/NEWTON NOW

Chris Young
stands in front
of the former
Karen’s
Kitchen be-
fore he
opened 701
Café.
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High school jazz, singing groups raising money for trip

Newton High School
senior Garrett
Mick, who's been

playing drums since the
fifth grade, marches to
the beat of Jazz Ensemble
1, and he's one of the stu-
dents in that select group
taking a trip to a variety
of locales, including New
Orleans, Branson, Mo.,
and Texas, during March
spring break.

Jazz Ensemble 1 and
the Railaires, a singing
group, are taking the trip,
and they're having a
Marathon Fundraiser
Concert from 1 to 7 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 5, in the
NHS auditorium to raise
money for it. There is no
admission charge, and do-
nations are welcome.

Mick said he enjoys
Jazz Ensemble 1.

“Playing music for peo-
ple is great, and the kids
in Jazz I care about
music, and they care
about the band,” he said
“It’s so much fun, espe-
cially with Mr. Woolery,
who has us learning a lot
of challenging jazz
charts.”

Although he does enjoy
playing, Mick doesn't plan
to major in music in col-
lege, but he still wants to
play.

“I’ll hopefully be in my
college's pep band, march-
ing band and jazz band,”
he said.

The spring break trip
will be from March 7
through 14. The first leg
will include them per-
forming on The Showboat
Branson Belle and at The
Dick Clark American
Bandstand Theater in

Branson. The young musi-
cians also will go to Silver
Dollar City and take part
in a clinic with profes-
sional Branson perform-
ers. The group then will
proceed to St. Fran-
cisville, La., to tour one of
the country's most
haunted locations, The
Myrtles Plantation. Next,
students will get a taste
of New Orleans culture,
taking swamp, city and
cemetery, and ghost tours,
and performing at The
Aquarium of the Ameri-
cas. Another stop includes
performing with the Den-
ton High School top Jazz
Band with director Jesse
Woolery, son of Keith and
Donna Woolery, NHS
music teachers.

Keith Woolery is the di-
rector of Jazz Ensemble I,
and he said his son, Jesse,
was a member of the en-
semble. Now, Jesse is the
band director at Denton,
and Keith said one publi-
cation named the jazz pro-
gram there as one of the
top programs in the na-
tion. While in the NHS
jazz ensemble, Jesse
played saxophone.

Other notable former
NHS students who have
been in the NHS ensem-
ble include Angela Par-
rish, who sang a song for
the Oscar-winning movie
“La La Land;” Jacob,
Nathan and April Webb,
who all have pursued ca-
reers in music with April
recently performing at
Lincoln Center, and Jacob
and April being on the
smooth jazz charts; Joel
Linscheid, who plays sax
and performed with the
Glenn Miller Orchestra;
Jeff Harshbarger, one of
the most active bass play-
ers in Kansas City, who
also teaches jazz bass at

The University of Kansas;
Jeff Martin, a jazz trom-
bonist with Airmen of
Note, the Air Force's top
jazz band in Washington,
D.C.; and Dan Lindgren,
who plays trumpet in
Washington, D.C., with
the Army band.

In fact, Keith has pho-
tos of past Jazz Ensemble
1 groups in his office.

“I sit there and look at
the wall, and I see a
bunch of ’em on the wall,”
Keith said.

Keith said Parrish re-
ceived bachelor's and
master's degrees in piano,
and while in high school,
she sang with Jazz 1 one
time. Lindgren was the
one who played “Taps”
when President Barack
Obama laid a wreath at
Kennedy's gravesite for

the 50th anniversary of
his death.

Other students have
gone on to pursue music
careers.

“There are a whole
bunch out teaching
school,” he said. “A lot of
college professors. We
have a lot of kids who
came out of here major in
music or have gone on to
careers in music.”

On Friday, Oct. 27, a
couple of music professors
from Bethel College in
North Newton—Kim Tru-
jillo and James Pisano—
took part, giving
suggestions, during the
ensemble's usual class
time.

However, many years
before that is when the
first jazz band formed at
NHS. This was in 1965,

when the Stage Band
formed, and Keith was in
that first band while at-
tending high school. That
band later was divided
into two bands—Jazz En-
semble I and Jazz Ensem-
ble 2. 

“It was probably ’89
when we divided it into
two groups,” Keith said.

Jazz Ensemble 1 is an
auditioned group with a
set instrumentation,
while Jazz Ensemble 2 is
a group for which any stu-
dent can enroll. Jazz En-
semble 1 has around 19
students taking part
every year, and their in-
struments include saxo-
phones, bass, trumpets,
trombones, drums and
guitar, Keith said, adding
he's taught at NHS since
fall 1983.

Jazz Ensemble 1 this
year will be accompanied
on the trip by the
Railaires, as this is that
group's first year going.
Keith said they take the
trip every four years.

Those who can't make
the Marathon Fundrais-
ing Concert who would
like to contribute can
send cash or checks to
Newton High School,
Attn. Donna Woolery, 900
W. 12th St., Newton, KS,
67114. People are asked
to designate where they
want the funds to go: to
Jazz Ensemble 1, to the
Railaires, to the General
Trip Fund or to a certain
student.

“It is our goal to raise
most, if not all, of the
money with this one mas-
sive fundraiser,” a letter
from Keith and Donna
Woolery stated.

Another Jazz Ensemble
1 member, AJ Dugan, a
senior, will be one of the
performers at the
fundraiser. Dugan, who's
played tenor sax for about
seven years, really enjoys
being in the ensemble.

“What I love about Jazz
Ensemble l is that I am
always challenged with
the music that we play,”
he said. “And I love the
performances that we do.
Not only are we playing
at community events like
Taste of Newton, but we
also go and play at music
festivals in Hutch and
McPherson, but none of
that will top our biggest
show of the year, Pops
and Jazz.”

While in college, he
plans to major in music
performance or music ed-
ucation.

“Currently, my top
three colleges are Bethel,
PSU and ESU,” he said.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton High School Jazz Ensemble I students rehearse with a couple of members of the Bethel College fac-
ulty—James Pisano and Kim Trujillo.

Leroy H. Stucky, 89,
died Tuesday, Oct. 24,
2017, at the Kansas
Christian Home in New-
ton.

He was born May 14,
1928, at Moundridge, son
of John D and O’tillie
Schrag Stucky. Leroy
was married to Betty
Huxman Stucky for 41
years and surviving
spouse Audrey Kennedy
Stucky for 25 years in
Newton.

Leroy was a member of
Grace Community
Church in Newton.

Other survivors in-
clude his daughter,
Cindy Frisbie of King-
man; son, Michael
Stucky of Ormond Beach,
Fla.; stepsons, Roger
Gillispie and Robert
Gillispie; stepdaughter,
Kristie Stubby, all of
Newton and spouses.
Leroy’s family also in-
cludes four grandchil-

dren, five step-grandchil-
dren, six great-grandchil-
dren and 11 step-great
grandchildren.

Leroy was preceded in
death by his parents, six
brothers and five sisters.

Memorial services will
be at 10:30 a.m. Satur-
day, Nov. 4, at Grace
Community Church,
Newton.

There will be no visita-
tion or viewing, as cre-
mation has been effected.

Memorials may be
given to Good Shepard
Hospice, and contribu-
tions may be sent to
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, 120 E.
Broadway, Newton, KS,
67114.

Condolences may be
left at www.broadway-
colonialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

LEROY STUCKY
Alan Frank

Pankiewicz
passed away
peacefully at
the age of 58,
on Wednes-
day, Oct. 18,
2017, at St.
Cloud Hospi-
tal in St.
Cloud, Minn.

He was born May 2,
1959, in Kansas City,
Kan., to Charles and Lu-
cille Pankiewicz. He was
employed as a construc-
tion superintendent for
several companies in Min-
nesota and Kansas. He en-
joyed hunting, fishing, the
outdoors and NASCAR. 

He is survived by his
children, Eric and Janelle
Pankiewicz of Elk River,
Minn. He also is survived
by his mother, Lucille
Pankiewicz of Newton; his
brother, David Pankiewicz
of Meridian, Miss.; his sis-
ters, Theresa (Gary) Metz

of Morrison,
Colo., Carol
(Kendall)
Barker of New-
ton, Karen
(Luke) Martin
of Broomfield,
Colo.; and
many nieces
and nephews.

He was pre-
ceded in death by his fa-
ther, Charles Pankiewicz,
and his sister, Cecilia
Pankiewicz.

A memorial service will
be at 2 p.m. Friday, Nov. 3,
at Petersen’s Funeral
Home in Newton. There
will be a graveside service
following the memorial at
St. Mary’s Cemetery and
then a reception, location
to be determined.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be sent to Carol
Barker to assist with a
graveside marker/monu-
ment.

ALAN PANKIEWICZ

Joe Michael Nygaard
went to be with his Lord
in October 2017.

He was born in Novem-
ber 1952 in Hastings,

Neb., and was a Navy vet-
eran and Newton High
School graduate.

He was preceded in
death by his wife, Sharon,

and he is survived by his
sister, Joette Speake of
Colstrip, Mont.; a brother,
David A. Nygaard of New-
ton; and a sister-in-law,

Lois Johnson of Phoenix,
Ariz.

Burial will be in Buck-
eye Cemetery in Buckeye,
Ariz.

JOE NYGAARD

Thursday, 
Nov. 2

5:30 p.m.—American
Legion open grill fol-
lowed by Bingo night at 7
p.m.

6:30 p.m.—Newton
toastmaster meeting at
the Newton Rec Center

Friday, Nov. 3
TBD—Newton Varsity

Boys Soccer State Semi
finals

6 p.m.—Safehope Gala

Saturday, 
Nov. 4

Set back your clocks
an hour for Sunday 

Holiday Bazaars at
churches throughout
Newton. Refer to bazaar
article in this week’s
paper

3 p.m.—Teen Screen
Saturday at the Newton

Public Library, “Pirates
of the Caribbean” 

7:30 p.m.—Bethel Col-
lege Wind Ensemble con-
cert at Memorial Hall 

Sunday, Nov. 5
3 p.m.—Bethel College

vocal concert at Bethel
College Mennonite
Church 

Monday, Nov. 6
9 a.m.—Harvey

County Commission
meeting 

7 p.m.—Soap making
demonstration Newton
Public Library 

7 p.m.—Square dance
at Newton Senior Center

Tuesday, 
Nov. 7

All day—Elections 
6 a.m.—Newton Lions

Club pancake day

Drug drop-off lands piles

With the help of a local
student, Sheriff Chad
Gay held a prescription
and expired drug drop off
Saturday. 

Gay expected a few
drugs but not a ton of
traffic. But by the end of
the day, he ended up
with 450 pounds and
four large boxes full of
expired medicine, vita-
mins and prescription
drugs. 

“The volume of it was
insane,” Gay said,
adding he was lucky to
have the help of Lauren
Mitchell, the Newton
student who helped out
with the event. 

Gay said people took
advantage of the first
drop off in two years to
get rid of piles of medi-
cine and vitamins. He
said one box smelt like
the inside of a vitamin
store. 

He told another story
of a rueful woman, who

said the unused drugs
she was turning in cost
more than $1,000 a
month, but she no longer
had need for them and
couldn't return them. 

Gay said he didn't in-
ventory the drugs and
had no idea how many
painkillers or opioids
were turned in as part of
a process. 

He said men from the
Drug Enforcement
Agency came to load the
boxes in a vehicle to
transport them to Wi-
chita. From Wichita, the
drugs would be loaded in
a truck and shipped to
St. Louis, Mo., where the
drugs would be inciner-
ated.

The drug drop off was,
in part, to keep people
from flushing drugs
down the toilet or throw-
ing them away. Eventu-
ally, chemicals can make
their way into the water
system from prescription
drugs.

Antibiotics flushed
into the sewer system
can also create antibi-
otic-resistant bacteria. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Musical weekend approaching at Bethel College
It’s a musical weekend

at Bethel College.
The events start with

the Bethel College Wind
Ensemble, which wel-
comes four special guests
for its second concert of
the year.

The group, with conduc-
tor Adam V. Fontana,
Bethel director of instru-
mental music, performs
Saturday, Nov. 4, at 7:30
p.m. in Memorial Hall.

The concert is free, with
a freewill offering taken to
support instrumental
study and performance at
the college.

There are four pieces on

the program: “O Magnum
Mysterium” by Morten
Lauridsen; “We Seven” by
Derek Jenkins; “Letters
for Home” by Peter
Meechan; and “Chester”
by William Schuman.

Jenkins and Meechan
will be present for the
concert, as will Joseph
Parisi, guest conductor.
Also on the program is
John McCabe-Juhnke,
Bethel professor of com-
munication arts, as the
guest narrator for “Let-
ters for Home.”

The Meechan piece,
“Letters for Home,” is es-
pecially appropriate in

this centennial year of the
United States’ entry into
World War I.

“It was inspired by
World War I and the let-
ters from soldiers on the
battlefront to their fami-
lies back home,” said
Fontana.

Meechan, a British
composer, has worked
with the Dallas Sym-
phony and the President’s
Own Marine Band, among
others. Jenkins is assis-
tant professor of composi-
tion and theory at
Arkansas State Univer-
sity.

The next day the musi-

cal weekend will be
capped off by the annual
fall showcase of Bethel
choral ensembles.

“Bethel Sings” will take
place Sunday, Nov. 5, at 3
p.m. in Bethel College
Mennonite Church, fea-
turing the Concert Choir,
Women’s Chorus and
Men’s Ensemble, under
the direction of William
Eash, along with the stu-
dent-led small a cappella
ensembles Woven
(women) and Open Road
(men).

Admission is free and
open to the public.

—For Newton Now
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Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Your classified ad will appear in all of these papers - Hillsboro Free Press, Newton Now and The Herington
Times...reaching every Marion County household as well as Newton Now and Herington Times subscribers.

Line ads: 
$7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 
Classified Display: 

$12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25.50) Call 620-947-5702 or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

Want to see your stuff in 
Newton Now?

We're looking for a few freelancers
to beef up our community coverage. 

A good applicant should...

• Have an interest in the community and the 

ability to snap a few photos.

• Cover some news & occasionally attend community events.

• An ability to pitch news stories would also be appreciated!

News background a plus, but not necessary. 

Compensation rates negotiable.

For more info contact 316-281-7899 
or email Adam@harveycountynow.com

Part-Time Administrative Assistant 
Needed at Newspaper Headquarters

A Quick Summary 
Newton Now, the leading local newspaper, is looking for a part-time Adminis-
trative Assistant at our quirky office in downtown Newton, KS. 

The Role
Our office is not the typical corporate office environment. Humor, hard-work
and excellent customer service skills are required. Reporting to the “Marketing
Dude,” this role is responsible for general office management and anything
and everything else that comes across your desk. Main responsibilities include
customer service via phone and in-person, mail, office supplies, office organ-
ization and entry level administrative tasks. This position is vital to our office.
You will be considered our office bad-ass and all around go-to person to get
things done. We are looking for someone with a sunny disposition, quick wit
and the willingness to go above and beyond. 

Your office hours will be 10:00am - 4:00pm, with an hour lunch, for a total of
25 hours per week. We are flexible and often have more hours available to you
if desired. Pay will be based on experience, benefits not included.

Software and Knowledge
Exceptional customer service skills and the ability to communicate clearly and
professionally are required. Basic computer skills are needed, we can teach
you a lot on the job. Your organizational skills are a key to our success. You
will wear a variety of different hats in this role, so the ability to transition from
one crazy task to the next is imperative. No two days in the office will be the
same....trust us, we love to mix things up!

Why work here?
We are a fun group to work with and we take local news seriously. We try to
be a great community partner and are always striving for the best. Being flex-
ible and a team player are musts for our culture. We have a small staff of em-
ployees but we all have big personalities. We are a sociable office and have an
appreciation for the not-so-boring. 

If this job opportunity sounds like your kind of crazy, please send
your resume and cover letter to shannin@harveycountynow.com

for consideration.

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

Full-time Nights - RN
Accepting applications for a Full-time Registered Nurse, 

12 hour shift position, 5p-5a.  Competitive salary and benefits,
with nights and weekends differential pay.  Can print off an 
application hospital website: mrcohosp.com or pick up an 

application at the hospital’s Admissions Desk.  

Send resume and application to: Kiley Askins, RN,CNO,
Morris County Hospital

600 N Washington, Council Grove, KS  66846
or email kaskins@mrcohosp.com.

E.O.E. 

in Florence is accepting 

applications for a

clerk/cashier.

Health Insurance
401-K

Vacation

Apply in person 
at Hwy. 50

Florence, KS

Director of Dietary Services
Prairie View/Newton is currently recruiting for a Director of
Dietary Services. Duties include: assessing dietary needs of
patients; plan and provide meal services; provide oversite,

training and direction to the Food Services staff and provide
the leadership necessary to serve all Prairie View offices. 

One year of management experience is required.  
A registered dietitian is preferred, but not required. 

Visit www.prairieview.org to apply. EOE

Auto SSales && SService
109 East D, Hillsboro

WANTED
Service Tech 
& Detail Tech 

Contact
Doug Wright

620-947-3280

The Area Agency on Aging is
taking applications for 

Head Cook
6 hours daily Mon.-Fri. at 

the Hillsboro Senior Center in
Hillsboro, Ks. 

Benefits include sick leave,
holidays and paid vacation.

Application and job 
description are available at the

Hillsboro Senior Center at
212 N. Main St., 

Hillsboro, Ks.
Or send resume with cover 

letter to: NC-FHAAA, 
401 Houston, Manhattan, Ks.
66502 or call 1-800-432-2703

for details. EOE/AA.

has openings for the
following position:

• Medical technologist
(ASCP) or Medical 
Laboratory 
Technician - Full-time

Please contact 
Delores Johnson with any 

questions at 620-947-3114.

Apply online at
www.hchks.com

or pick up an application at the front

desk at: 101 Industrial Rd.,

Hillsboro, KS E.O.E.–Drug Free Workplace

HELP WANTED: 
EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR

Accepting applications for the
full-time position of Equip-
ment Operator. This is a 40
hour a week position and is a
non-exempt position under
FLSA. This position is respon-
sible for operating equipment
including loaders, backhoes, &
graders; cleans and maintains
city streets, parks, and ceme-
tery grounds; snow removal;
maintain & repair equipment.
This employee should pass the
required drug test. High
School diploma or GED re-
quired. Salary range D.O.Q.
Position open until filled. Ap-
plications and complete Job
Description may be obtained
from City of Herington, 17
North Broadway, Herington,
KS 67449, 785-258-2271. EOE.

At 
Diversicare of
Council Grove
we are looking for team

members who enjoy 
taking care of  people. 
We have full time and 

part time positions 
available for 

CNAs.
Check out our new starting
wages and shift differential. 

If  interested apply at
www.dvcr.com. 

For questions, all Becky 
Johnson, RN, DON @ 
620-767-5172. We are an

EOE/drug free workplace.

Salem Home currently
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash
PH: 620-947-2272

Or obtain an application at:
Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

* PT C.N.A.  

The City of Herington is accepting 
applications for the full-time position of 

Police Officer
Applicants must meet statutory requirements to serve as a law
enforcement officer.  Starting pay is $12.75/hour for non-certified
officers and $13.75/hour for certified officers or upon achieving
state certification.  Must be able to work weekends, holidays and
all shifts.  The applicant must pass a background investigation,
physical exam, drug screen and psychological test upon a con-
ditional offer of employment.  One year probationary period.  
Position open until filled.

Applications may be obtained from 
City Office, 17 N Broadway, Herington

785-258-2271.

The City is accepting applications for 
the full-time position of 

Water and Sewer Maintenance Worker
This is a 40 hour a week position and is a non-exempt position
under FLSA. The position performs skilled and semi-skilled work
in the maintenance of the water and sewer systems. Maintains
water distribution and sewer lines and operating department
equipment are primary responsibilities of this position. Also will
require a lot of walking during meter reading. This employee
should possess a strong mechanical aptitude and effective com-
munication and public relation skills. High School diploma or
GED and valid drivers license required. Salary range D.O.Q. 
Applications are taking until filled. 

Applications and complete Job Description may be 
obtained from City of Herington, 17 N Broadway, 

Herington, KS 67449
785-258-2271. EOE

Full time opening for a

REVENUE CYCLE CLERK

Please visit our website to apply: 
https://heringtonhospital.org/careers/

Candidate should be proficient in computer and 
keyboarding skills, possess organizational and efficiency

skills, and work as a team player. 

Job duties will include:
• Data Entry

• Accounts Receivable Reconciliation
• Medical Records Requests

• Filing and other departmental duties.  
Medical knowledge is recommended, but not required.  

100 E Helen St, 
Herington, KS 67449

Help Wanted:

FABRICATORS
(Shear and press brake operators)

& WELDERS
• 40-50 hour work week

• Competitive pay
• Great Benefits Package

Must pick up and complete an application at:

Hillsboro Industries
220 Industrial Road, Hillsboro, KS 67063

620.947.3127

1 Employment
RN's upto $45/hr! LPN's upto $37.50/hr!
Free gas, weekly pay! $2000 Bonus! AACO
Nursing Agency 877-352-7182 x1. 43-2tp

2 Announcements

Community Info
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2 Announcements

Estate Sale/Moving Sale
Estate/Moving Sale! November 2, 3 – Thursday
and Friday 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 321 E 12th Street
#107 – Newton. Wheelchair, washer, dryer, tables
and chairs, bedroom set, furniture, tools, col-
lectibles, misc 44-1tp

2 Announcements

Moving Sale

3 Services

Childcare
Now Enrolling! First Steps to Success In
home Childcare in Hillsboro has opening
for all ages of children. Call 620-504-8432.
39-6tp

Firewood
Firewood For Sale! $95 a pickup load, will
deliver, Cal Rick at 1-620-382-5744. 44-5tp

2 Bedroom Senior
Apartment

Call 620-947-2272

• Must be 55 years old 
or older

* NO Maintenance fees
* Utilities Included

Combine
Driver
Needed

Call Baker Furniture &
Carpet in Newton

316-283-8118

4 For Rent

Homes/Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

211 S. Lincoln 4 bedroom, 1 bath house.
Kitchen appliances furnished. No smoking.
No pets. $675/mo  620-877-7887. 40-tfn

Horse Barn and 15 acre pasture with
pond for rent near Newton. Great place
to board horses and ride. call 316-990-
6144. 41-4tp

Sunrise Town Homes in Marion, KS. Senior
Duplex For Rent! Yard maintenance, all
appliances and garage included. Call 620-
382-6922 Evenings. 43-2tp

2 BR Townhouse Hesston 316-284-4202.
44-2tp

4 For Rent

Apartments

• Lowest priced Satellite in town
• 24 hour emergency 

maintenance and management
services

• Located across from the 
Hospital

• Small pets welcome
• Income guidelines apply

Apply Mon-Th • 10 am-3 pm  

Clean, spacious 1 bdrm
apartments with a quiet 
patio entrance to your 

1 level apartment.

GOLDEN AGE
HOMES

has immediate openings for:

201 E. Helen St.
Herington

785-258-2510

Moving Sale
708 E. F, Hillsboro

Nov. 3 and 4 • 9am-3pm
Tools, rototiller, push mower,
power washer, shop vac,
stereo, canning supplies,
misc. nails & screws,
kerosene heater, crocks,
trolling motor, floorjacks,
weedeater, refrigerator, yard
tools, window air conditioner,
golf clubs, golf cart, yard
sweeper, furniture, pink de-
pression glass, fishing poles,
lantern, televisions & misc.
items.

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN) and the
Midwest Classified Network (MCN)have purchased
some of the following classifieds. Determining the
value of the service or product is advised by this
publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings,
some advertisers do not offer employment but
rather supply the readers with manuals, directories
and other materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other businesses
at home. Under NO circumstances should you
send money in advance or give the client your
checking account, license ID, or credit card num-
bers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee
loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit
repair company does business only over the
phone it is illegal to request any money before de-
livering its services. All funds are based in US dol-
lars. Toll free numbers may or may not reach
Canada.

Financial
Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS or
State in back taxes?  Our firm works to re-
duce the tax bill or zero it out completely
FAST. Call now 866-758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call 785
655 9430 or go online to Chuckhenry.com
for pricing, availability & Freight esti-
mates.

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions ac-
cepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-
268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 855-796-7301

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or As-
bestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your
family may be entitled to a substantial fi-
nancial award. We can help you get cash
quick! Call 24/7: 855-510-4274

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks
to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-
gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA ap-
proved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind pay-
ing your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan
Modification? Is the bank threatening fore-
closure? CALL Homeowner’s Relief Line
now for Help!  855-401-4513

Updating your bathroom does not have to
be expensive or take weeks to complete.
BathWraps makes it easy. Call 855-324-
2317 today for a free in home consultation.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, in-
cludes FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 888-683-1682 (Mon-Fri
8am-9pm CT)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net.  High-Speed.  Available Anywhere!
Speeds to 25 mbps. Starting at $49.99/mo.
Call for Limited Time Price!  877-578-8005
(Mon-Fri 8am-8pm CT)

SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLE-
MENT!  FREE QUOTES from top
providers.  Excellent coverage.  Call for a
no obligation quote to see how much you
can save!  855-587-1299

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! There’s a
cheaper alternative than high drugstore
prices!  50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping!  100% guaranteed. CALL NOW!
855-850-3904

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW  JULY 8-9 SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-3
TOPEKA KANSAS EXPOCENTER (19TH &
TOPEKA BLVD) INFO: (563) 927-8176
www.rkshows.com

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support after-
wards. Choose adoptive family of your
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL
& IN) (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Re-
ceive maximum value of write off for your
taxes. Running or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-
283-0205 (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET

Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed. No
contract or commitment. We buy your ex-
isting contract up to $500! 1-800-919-3588
(MCN)

Exede satellite internet.Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-
800-712-9365 (MCN)



A basketball game for a
good cause ended in
tragedy for the winning-est
coach in Haven High
School history on a spring
day nearly 50 years ago.

David "Corky" Wright, a
Newton High graduate
and inductee in the NHS
Athletic Hall of Fame, had
just come to the bench in
the first minute of the
game.

"It was like it happened
yesterday to me," his son,
Jeff Wright of Hutchinson,
said about the game
played April 1, 1969, at the
old Haven gymnasium.
"They were playing a radio
station bunch from Wichita
for a fundraiser. He was in
good shape. He had quit
smoking years ago. He
came off the court during
the game and sat on the
bench. I was sitting right
behind him, and he just
collapsed. He died right
there. It was eerie. [...] The
whole street was lined
with Haven people. You
could have heard a pin
drop when they brought
him out and put him in an
ambulance."

Corky had grown to 6-
feet-4 as a freshman at
Halstead and caught the
eye of legendary coach
Frank Lindley. As recalled
by former coach Robert
Smyth, Lindley helped
arrange for Corky's father,
Claude, to get a job with
Harvey County, and the
family moved to Newton
before Claude's sophomore
season. Corky would be-
come the starting center on
the 1942 state champi-
onship team, the eighth
and final title for Lindley.
Coincidentally, Halstead
won the small class title
that same year.

Corky went on to play
basketball at Kansas State
Teacher's College, now Em-
poria State University, and
became a basketball and
football coach. He started
his career at Belleville, and
then coached for four years
at Clay Center before
being named Haven coach
in 1956.

"His teams were so well
coached and so well disci-
plined and so in great
shape," said Smyth, who
was a sophomore during
Wright's first year at
Haven. "And when he
came here, he brought the
press and fast break to
Haven. We averaged 69
points as a senior. That's
what brought me into
coaching."

Smyth said his mentor
was tough on the players,
and he instilled an attitude
that wasn't about winning

but playing the best they
could.

"As far as I knew, every-
body loved him," he said.
"We would go through a
wall for him."

Smyth was a gangly 6-2
1/2 sophomore, weighing
160 pounds. Wright saw
something in him that
Smyth didn't know he had.
The coach asked Smyth if
he wanted to become an
all-state player and then
worked with him every day
after school on getting to
the basket.

"He would manhandle
me working one-on-one,"
Smyth said.

Wright also made him
tough, so much so that
Smyth led the Mid-Kansas
League in rebounding his
junior and senior years
and earned all-state recog-
nition both years.

Smyth started coaching
in 1966 in Moundridge,
which became a heated
rival to Haven.

"Let me tell you the
greatest thing that ever
happened to me," Smyth
said. "I coached against
Corky, and it was tough,
really tough."

The first time Smyth's
team beat his old coach,
Wright put his arm around
him as they walked to the
locker room.

"'Bob, I don't know if I'm
happier when you beat me
or sadder when I beat
you,'" Wright told him. "He
was so happy for me. I was
one of his boys, you know,
and that was the way he
always was—we were his
boys. He meant that from
his heart, but he never
took it easy on me, I can
guarantee you that. I tell
you, I had tears in my
eyes."

Lynn Thalmann, an-
other former player for
Wright, thought so much
about his coach that he
asked Delon Martens,

principal at Partridge and
Yoder Grade Schools,
about getting the court in
Haven's new gymnasium
named after Wright.

"Well, I thought it would
be appropriate, considering
the years he'd been here
and the success he had,"
Thalmann said.

Jeff Wright said he sent
Superintendent Clark
Wedel a formal request to
have the court named for
his father, along with a
$5,000 check for Haven's
athletic program. He envi-
sioned his father's name
around the jump circle and
a plaque on the entryway.
He has since withdrawn
the request, due to recep-
tion he received at the Oc-
tober school board
meeting.

"I was somewhat miffed
about what happened at
that meeting," he said. "I
didn't have a good feeling
about it."

Wedel said the board
tabled the request in No-
vember so that the cost of
having a name painted on
the court could be deter-
mined. He also said the
board's policy for such hon-
ors was "very vague."

"Obviously, he does meet
the requirement of making
a significant contribution
to the school," he said.

Wedel said he granted
Jeff's request to have a
plaque put in the foyer at
Haven Grade School gym,
the former high school
where Wright's teams com-
piled a 240-74 record.

Jeff said, in talking with
his siblings, the family
having something recog-
nizing their father at the
old gym made sense be-
cause that's where he
made his name and died.
He also said he hoped the
school would hold a dedica-
tion ceremony.

Jeff, who was a senior
when his father died, said

he considered going into
coaching, but he looked
into the economics of it and
chose accounting. He
started his career in New-
ton, where he made a lot of
acquaintances with his fa-
ther's old teammates.

"It was neat, because a
lot of people knew my dad
when he played there," he
said.

Corky turned down of-
fers to coach Hutchinson
Junior College and Kansas
State Teachers College, be-
cause he was holding out
for his alma mater.

"He always told me he
wanted to end up coaching
at Newton High School,"
Jeff said.

The Newton Railers had
a busy weekend across the
board, as the Newton foot-
ball, volleyball, and cross
country teams all
wrapped up their seasons.
The Railer boys soccer
team played in regional
playoffs, but their season
continues.

On Friday, the Railers
went to Wichita Heights
and fell to the Falcons 41-
26.

Newton fell behind in
the first half, 35-7, but
outscored Heights 19-6 in
the second half by forcing
a few fumbles and capital-
izing on the turnovers.

The Railers finished the
season 3-6, their most
wins since 2013, in head
coach Chris Jaax’s second
year.

“[The seniors] did a lot
of great things,” Jaax said.
“I know it’s disappointing
to be 3-6, but when you
look at it from the per-
spective that that’s the
most wins they’ve had
their entire time here,
they’ve started to make a
positive impact on every-
thing. There’s a lot of
games we were competi-
tive in […] Those are
things they need to hang
their hats on, the suc-
cesses they’ve had as indi-
viduals.”

Jaax had high praise for
his seniors after the game,
reiterating that, if all goes

according to plan, they’ll
be able to look at the New-
ton football team and be
proud of the contributions
they made to lay the foun-
dation.

The Railers started the
year with a sloppy 22-19
loss to Maize and lost the
following week to
Hutchinson 41-7. The loss
made it the season look
bleak with a 0-2 start, but
the Railers bounced back
in week three with a 31-29
win over Goddard Eisen-
hower.

From there, the team
traded wins and losses.
Beginning with week four,
Newton lost in heart-
breaking fashion to Valley
Center 21-15. Valley Cen-
ter head coach Caleb
Smith told the Wichita
Eagle that he was playing
for overtime, planning to
run out the clock when
Larry Wilson broke free
for a 75-yard touchdown
run.

The loss put the Railers
at 1-3, but they again
bounced back for a 42-20
thrashing of Salina Cen-
tral. Newton began the
season with two straight
losses and finished the
same way with a loss to
5A No. 1 Goddard 48-14
and the loss to Heights.

“I think we’re moving in
the right direction,” Jaax
said. “Culturally, the kids
are starting to figure
things out, and we’ve got a
lot of positive things to
build on. We’ve grown a
lot, but we’ve got a lot of

growing left to do.”
The Railer volleyball

team went back to state
for the fourth consecutive
season, capping an ex-
tremely successful high
school career for seniors
Taylor Antonowich, Kyn-
dal Bacon, and Caroline
Barger.

Newton won the Valley
Center regional with wins
over Campus and Andover
and faced the daunting
task of taking on St.
Thomas Aquinas, Bishop
Carroll, and St. James

Academy at the state tour-
nament.

Newton was the lone
public school in its pool in
Topeka, but it took
Aquinas and Carroll to
three sets apiece. The
Railers fell to eventual
champion St. James 25-
18, 25-17 to finish their
season 34-9.

The Railer cross country
team took the trip to
Lawrence for the state
meet, where the boys fin-
ished 10th as a team.

Garrett Mick led the

way with a 22nd-place fin-
ish and a time of 16:25.5.
Next up was Erik Jantz in
56th place with a time of
17:16.0. Just five second
behind him was Erik
Brown, who finished 61st
in the state.

The girls didn’t take the
team, but junior Alaina
Stucky made her third
consecutive trip to the
state meet and finished
23rd with a time of
19:59.9. Stucky took sec-
ond place at the regional
meet to qualify.

The girls tennis team
had quite the success in
2017 with foreign ex-
change student Rae Nor-
mai coming over from
Thailand. Normai enjoyed
quite a bit of success as a
singles player but paired
up with Quinn Rhodes
later in the year to make
it to the state tournament
as a duo.

It turned out to be the
right call, as Normai and
Rhodes played their way
to the semifinal match,
where they fell to Carroll’s
Brayden and Lauren
Steven.

The Railers shook off
the loss and beat Salina
Central’s Maddie Stack
and Grace Holgerson 6-3,
6-1 to take home the
bronze medal.

For the girls golf team,
senior Kathryn Kingsley
made it to the state tour-
nament, where she fin-
ished in a three-way tie
for 25th with a score of 95.

The boys soccer team
lived to fight another day
after taking down Liberal
3-2 in double overtime last
Thursday. Liberal entered
the game at 5-12 but
knocked off No. 3-seeded
Salina Central Mustangs
in overtime.

Jose Rojas scored the
game-winner against Lib-
eral, and the Railers
played Kapaun Mt.
Carmel (13-3-1) on Tues-
day night in Wichita.
Newton entered the state
quarterfinal game 12-6-0
on the year.
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Hale's Sales and Service
804 SE 125th N � Sedgwick, KS 67135
(316)772-5853
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Railers put a wrap on the fall season

CLINT HARDEN/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
Newton’s Garrett Pfannenstiel gets drilled by a Wichita Heights defender. Heights went on to defeat Newton
41-26 to end the Railers’ season at 3-6, their best finish since 2013.

BY CLINT HARDEN
SPECIAL TO NOW STAFF

Newton grad honored as coaching legend
BY BLAKE SPURNEY

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

PROVIDED PHOTO
David “Corky” Wright, Newton High School graduate, points to a map in a photo from a Haven High School
yearbook when he taught there.

Visit harveycountynow.com!



As many students
reach their senior years of
high school, on top of bal-
ancing the usual respon-
sibilities of academics,
sports, work and ex-
tracurricular activities,
they also face an addi-
tional challenge and time
constraint: the college ap-
plication process. 

It’s something most go
through in preparation
for the next step in the
education cycle, and
deadlines have become
earlier and earlier each
year.

“Start that process ear-
lier,” said Alex Tyler, a
Newton High School
(NHS) guidance coun-
selor, who helps students
prepare for college nearly
everyday. “I would hope
that students would start
looking at this process
sooner. And I would say
that right now, some sen-
iors are just now think-
ing, ‘maybe I should do
this.’”

The Free Application
for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) process opens
Oct. 1, and it’s the end of
October. 

“Start earlier so by the
beginning of your senior
year you have a pretty
good idea,” Tyler said. “At
least narrow it down to a
few colleges so you can
get that application in
and get that FAFSA,” he
stresses to the many stu-
dents seeking help.

For Gracie Hammond,
a Newton High School
senior, the application
process was a completely
new experience. She had
no older siblings to rely
on for help or tips when
starting the search for an
appropriate secondary
school.

“Just knowing when to
apply to colleges and
what information I
needed for them has been
kind of confusing some-
times,” she said. “I don’t
actually have anyone to
really ask. My mom and I
are different generations,
so I can’t really ask her
for that much help. Since
she doesn’t teach anyone
our age, it can be difficult
sometimes.”

She finds a way to get
around this obstacle,
though, by keeping close
contact with her friends
and counselors.

On the other hand,
Andy Deckert, another
NHS senior, already had
an older sister go through
the college application
process, so his parents
were able to share their
experiences, which made
him feel more prepared.

“They encouraged me to

fill out the common appli-
cation because it saves a
lot of time and to also
write an essay ahead of
time, so you don’t have to
write a new one each
question,” he said. “And,
basically, apply to all the
schools you want to, be-
cause you never know if
you’ll get in.”

When it comes to look-
ing at colleges, Deckert,
who is a varsity soccer
player, uses a checklist
that keeps him focused on
each one’s attributes.

“I choose whatever col-
leges I want to apply to
based on a certain crite-
ria I have,” he said. “I ba-
sically look if they have
the athletic program I’m
interested in, or if they
have academic programs
I’m interested in, and if
they’re in a location that I
like.”

Once he found colleges
to apply at, Deckert fills
out the actual paperwork. 

“I’ll fill out the applica-
tion, and my parents will
help me send ACT
scores—stuff like that—
and learning how to do it
for the first time.”

Hammond says the
process can be frustrating
at times.

“I have a different ac-
count to get your ACT
scores and get your tran-
scripts sent in,” she said.
“It’s all this information
you have to send in, then
they have timelines […]
you need to do it by this
date to meet this dead-
line. It’s kind of just rush-
ing around to keep track
of it. And everyone has
different requirements
and different needs; it
kind of gets stressful.”

She also wishes for a
little bit more focus on
applying at colleges in the
school district.

“The counselors check
up on you every once in
awhile with applying to
college, but sometimes I
wish there was a little
more help from the
school,” she said. “There
could be something after
school. I went to a FAFSA
night, and that was really
helpful because I didn’t
know what I was doing. I
would not have been able
to fill that out by myself.
It hasn’t been a crazy

hard experience for me,
but I know some people
that are confused about
it—especially people who
are going out of state,”
she added. 

For the time being,
guidance counselor Tyler
says students should try
and reach out to their
counselors and people
who have experience with
the process as often as
possible. He even offers a
set of must-dos that can
help make the college ap-
plication process more
manageable.

He encourages poten-
tial applicants to take the
ACT—sometimes more
than once—and to fill out
the FAFSA application.

“Who doesn’t like free
money?” he said. “If you
can qualify for any of that
financial aid, then I’d re-
ally encourage that. Start
applying. And maybe
even before that, go in for
a visit to see if that fit
would work.”

So, as Hammond looks
to major in design and
Deckert seeks options for

nursing or pre-physical
therapy, like many other
NHS students, this year
will require a little
“moonlighting” in order to
realize their dreams and
what could become a
long-term career.

“I encourage students
to look for a career they
want,” Tyler said. “Find a
career, then find the
training needed for that,
[and] then find a school
that has that training.”
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Special thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:15am Fellowship
11am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel 
A.M.E. Church
711 E. 11th Street

9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship

Hillcrest 
Community Church

-  A Foursquare
Church

431 W. 12th
9:30am Cafe Connect

10:30am Worship

Highland Trinity
United Church 

of Christ
Corner of K-15 & Dutch Ave

9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School

Iglesia Del Nazareno 
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible Church
900 Old Main

9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass
10:30am Sunday Mass

6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship
11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Walton United
Methodist Church

201 Blaine Street, Walton
9:00am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
www.theyarnstation.com

If you would like to become a
sponsor of the Newton Area

Church Directory, please con-
tact Shannin Rettig at 

shannin@harveycountynow
or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main, Newton

316-284-0636

LB Estate
Sales

November 2-3:
9-5

November 4:
9-noon  

#3 Fairway Dr.
Hesston, KS

For details see: 
estatesales.net

EAGLES LODGE #2516
120 W. 5TH, NEWTON

Mon-Thur  5 - Close
Fri & Sun 12 - Close

Sat. Karaoke 9 - Close
-STARTING NOV 1- 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays
Karaoke 9 - Close

FOR MORE INFO 
CALL

316-283-4550 
AFTER 5 PM

Members & Guests Welcome.
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College application process carries learning curve

HammondDeckert

BY BRETT KNEPPER
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW “I have a different account to get your

ACT scores and get your transcripts in.
It’s all this information you have to
send in, then they have timeliness.”

Gracie Hammond



Newton Now helped
host a candidate forum
last week at the Meridian
Center that brought all
city commission candi-
dates out to speak, as well
as a crowd of 150 to listen. 

The group was asked
more than a dozen ques-
tions relating to Newton,
fiscal policy, amenities,
services and economic de-
velopment. 

Answers, for the most
part, remained relatively
restrained, outside of a
few key questions. While
space is a constraint on
providing word-for-word
answers at the forum,
we've provided a summary
of key points made by all
candidates to help Newton
voters continue to evalu-
ate those running for of-
fice. 

The candidates in atten-
dance were incumbents
Leroy Koehn, Glen Davis
and Kathy Valentine and
challengers Libby Albers,
Ron Eggert and Craig Si-
mons. 

Who they are 
Davis is a Newton na-

tive and runs Davis Pest
Control. He listed becom-
ing city commissioner as
one of the three proudest
moments in his life, along
with marrying his wife
and his son being born. He
highlighted in his opening
his participation in the
American Legion, Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars, Ro-
tary Club, The Eagles and
other community organi-
zations. He said, as a com-
missioner, he's tried to
represent all Newton resi-
dents and hope they think
he did a good job. 

Simons is a retired
county administrator. He
highlighted his time at the
county, saying that they
strived to keep the mill
levy low and did a good job
at accomplishing the goal.
He mentioned the inter-
governmental cooperation
that existed at the time of
his tenure with the county
and said that Newton
needs to cooperate with
the county and North
Newton. 

Albers is a librarian in
Hesston and has lived in
Newton for 17 years. She
said she selected Newton
because she liked the com-
munity, and with kids, she
has an eye on the future of
the city. She also high-
lighted her experience as a
public servant working for
the City of Wichita on
water as well as environ-
mental issues. 

Valentine works in New-
ton and moved to Newton
in 2010 with her husband
Wayne. Valentine said she
had a desire to take a
strong look at economics
and reign in spending and
be watchful over public
tax dollars. She said pub-
lic office is public trust.
She said she chose a com-
munity where she wanted
to retire. She thanked the
crowd for coming out to
the event.  

Eggert lived in Newton
and decided to retire
there. He served in the
Navy as a chief petty offi-
cer and worked for Massey
Ferguson and AgCo. He
moved to Newton in 2000.
He went on to serve on the
city zoning and planning
board. He also has a bach-
elor’s in business adminis-
tration and management.
He said he's attended com-
mission meetings for the
last 10 to 12 years and has
skill sets and experiences
that will be of benefit to
the community. 

Koehn owns Koehn
Painting Co., which he
started and said he's
worked to create a suc-
cessful business with ap-
proximately 30 employees.
He credited that success to
the community. He has
served as a former Newton
Chamber president, past
president of Harvey
County Builders Associa-
tion and on his church's fi-
nance council. Koehn said
he raised a family in New-
ton and has worked hard
to serve the city. He
stressed providing cus-
tomer service to Newton
residents. 

Taxes
Newton has raised taxes

for consecutive years by a
total of eight mills, and
questions relating to tax

policy came up regularly
through the forum. 

All candidates agreed
that the city needed to
take a close look when bal-
ancing community wants
and needs and raising city
revenues to make such
things happen. 

Koehn stressed for the
need to grow Newton's tax
base as a way of helping
afford future amenities.
He said there were times
where taxes had to be
raised to pay for core serv-
ices. He also brought up
that the city has deficit
spent in the past, some-
thing it's currently trying
to fix. 

Eggert said some of the
previous decisions were
necessary for the city to fix
its continued deficit spend-
ing. He did not favor such
deficit spending. He said
that there needs to be
transparency in the taxa-
tion process. He said he's
never raised Newton resi-
dents' taxes because he's
never been elected but
said, as a resident, he un-
derstands concerns. 

Valentine noted that the
city needed to first look at
its ending fund balance
before evaluating extras
and wants. She said her
main goal was to reach
that balanced budget and
that the city has made
cuts as well as raised tax
revenues to get to that
goal, something she hoped
it could continue to do.
She said she will continue
to keep a close eye on
watching over tax dollars. 

Albers pointed out that
she believes the public
should be asked to vote on
approving big ticket items.
She noted that commis-
sioners might think they
know best but public input
helps the process. She
said, if the city budget con-
tinues to improve, the city
could shift priorities to im-
prove staff pay. She recom-
mended regularly
evaluating the city budget. 

Simons noted that taxes
have increased by eight
mills and said that he
thought, with better plan-
ning and analyses, that
number might have been
brought down slightly. He
said that there are things
the city will always have
to find ways to fund, such
as water and sewer. He
added that if the commis-
sion could make a good
case to the public on why
it would have to raise
taxes if an increase was
necessary, they do under-
stand in some situations. 

Davis said state funding
shortfalls have made a
hardship for cities and has
caused cities like Newton
to make significant cuts.
He said previous decisions
to backload debt on the
Sand Creek Golf Course or
Meridian Center added to
budget issues. He said he
hopes that practice has
come to an end. He said
the city needs to be trans-
parent when it needs a
revenue increase but that
in the past it's done a poor
job of communicating on
some issues. 

Economic
development

The commission was
asked a number of ques-
tions about economic de-
velopment, including what
to do about the Kansas Lo-
gistics Park, how to bring
young people to town and
how to grow or strengthen
the tax base. 

Davis got particularly
heated on the subject, in
regard to Tyson Chicken
not coming to the Kansas
Logistics Park. Tyson in-
formed Harvey County
Economic Development
that it chose not to locate
to the Logistics Park be-
cause it wanted multiple
water sources. 

Davis repeated multiple
times that the powers that
be needed to be more ag-
gressive in recruiting the
company. He said he or-
ganized a “strike” team to
go to the company’s head-
quarters but that idea was
quashed. He repeated
through a number of ques-
tions that gift baskets and
form letters aren't going to
cut it when it comes to eco-
nomic development. 

He suggested giving
land developers a time
limit at the logistics park
to make forward progress
and bring in industry. 

He also noted a regular
problem to economic devel-
opment was a lack of qual-

ity transitional housing in
Newton, something he
said during his time on the
commission he encouraged
by working with the two
apartment complexes that
are currently in develop-
ment. Davis said one of
the biggest challenges was
a lack of jobs in the com-
munity but did point out
that industrial develop-
ment at the airport was
doing well. 

Simons said taxpayers
invested a good amount of
money to develop the lo-
gistics park, but it will
take time and patience,
and those involved will
need to continue to sup-
port and rely on Harvey
County Economic Develop-
ment Council to help make
that happen. He said
drawing more people to
Newton will be done by
having good amenities and
mentioned the YMCA was
a step in the right direc-
tion. He said working to
continue to provide good
jobs and good businesses
in the area will help at-
tract residents and retain
those living here. He did
later say that bringing in
good-paying jobs was one
of the biggest difficulties
facing Newton, as well as
the lack of money to pay
for some of its future de-
velopments. 

Albers said working re-
gionally and cooperating
with all interested entities
was necessary to economic
development. She said
that she would also look to
form partnerships with
private entities. Albers
said that looking to attract
or create an accelerator to
Newton would be a way to
create economic progress
and encourage entrepre-
neurship. She said that
Newton has some attrac-
tive parts to it, such as its
park system, and that the
city needs to focus on con-
tinuing to encourage en-
tertainment opportunities
as well as a strong down-
town to improve its attrac-
tiveness to new families.
She also said that the city
needs to look for ways of
increasing Internet
speeds, as that holds back
some businesses from
opening or locating to
Newton. 

Valentine said that the
lack of people locating to
industrial parks was one
of the larger problems fac-
ing Newton and the com-
mission needed to
continue to search and
gain information about
why no one is locating to
the Kansas Industrial
Park. She also said that a
large concern for families
and businesses locating to
Newton was safety and
that she is a strong sup-
porter of investment
within the fire and police
departments. She said
people need to feel safe in
Newton. 

Eggert said he didn't
think Harvey County Eco-
nomic Development didn't
bring a good return on in-
vestment with handling
the logistics park and he
would look to bring in local
individuals and developers
to help along the process.
As for increasing people lo-
cated to Newton, he said,
serving on the planning
commission, he saw the
need and continues to see
the need for more housing
to bring in residents. He
said the answer to brining
more residents is also fo-
cusing on amenities that
help make the city more
attractive. 

Koehn said the Kansas
Logistics Park continues

to be a hot topic and some-
thing to focus on. He said
the city should be aggres-
sive and, like Davis, spoke
of giving away a 20-acre
piece of the park to local
developers with claw
backs, should they not be
able to make progress on
developing the park. He
said the park was every-
one’s responsibility, not
just the Harvey County
EDC. As for growing the
city, he said that support-
ing events like Blues,
Brews and Barbecue and
food truck rallies added to
the quality of life in New-
ton. He proposed putting a
permanent fence in at the
Newton Band Stand at
Athletic Park, making it a
more attractive concert
venue. He also said regu-
lar events and food truck
rallies in the area could
make it an attractive
venue. Koehn also men-
tioned that starting up an
incubator, where new busi-
nesses could gain invest-
ment and help from
existing community mem-
bers would be a good idea. 

Finally, Koehn men-
tioned that the city should
work with realtors and the
school district to figure out
ways of improving the dis-
trict's ranking on online
real estate sites to help en-
courage development, as
schools are one of the first
things perspective resi-
dents evaluate when look-
ing to move in a
community. 

Services and 
amenities

As for amenities and
services, here's where the
candidates were pretty
uniform with each other.
All candidates voiced sup-
port for public safety, nam-
ing law enforcement and
the police station remodel
as their number one prior-
ity when it comes to im-
portant Newton
developments.

All wanted to revisit the

city's $10 charge for bulky
item pick ups, either low-
ering prices or possibly
making the service free.
Simons recommended of-
fering a few free pick ups
during the year. 

It was on Grand Central
Station as well as on other
priorities where forum
members’ differences were
more apparent. Grand
Central receives a percent-
age of its operating funds
from the City of Newton.
However, now the senior
center faces a considerable
capitol outlay expenditure
with its heating system
about to break down. 

Koehn said he sup-
ported in continuing to
fund Grand Central and
that it was important, but
the senior center's board
needed to be responsible to
make sure they keep their
funding streams stable
and plan for the future. 

On the subject of serv-
ices, Koehn pointed out
that he supported public
safety, and then prioritized
the city pool remodel and
then library upgrades on a
list of future city ameni-
ties. 

Eggert highlighted the
need for Grand Central
Station, saying he was one
of the people who need it.
He said it needs to be sup-
portive, and everyone in
the community is going to
have to be responsible for
helping the senior center.
He, like many candidates,
listed the police station

upgrade as his first prior-
ity in Newton projects, fol-
lowed by work on the city
pool and then work on the
library. 

Valentine had the same
priorities as Eggert. On
the subject of Grand Cen-
tral, she said that the
group needs to be sup-
ported, but previous finan-
cial decisions it made
probably hurt them. In the
future, she said the organ-
ization has to have a good
budget outlined. 

Albers said public safety
and the police station up-
grade was the number one
project priority in Newton.
Albers, a librarian, said
the library would be im-
portant to support, as it
provides many more serv-
ices to the community out-
side of just loaning out
books. She then listed the
improvements to the city
pool. She said that Grand
Central should continue to
be funded by the city, but
she said the city should
ask questions about how
to repair the HVAC sys-
tem or to possibly move
the location of Grand Cen-
tral to better serve it. She
said the city needs to be
open to ideas.

Simons listed the police
remodel as his top priority
and said, depending on
cost, he'd then support
helping to pool or the li-
brary. Simons said he be-
lieved the city could spend
its funds to replace Grand
Central's HVAC system.
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Newton Commission candidates talk about where they stand

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, Newton City Commission candidates Glen Davis, Craig Simons, Libby Albers, Kathy Valentine,
Ron Eggert and Leroy Koehn take part in the forum on Wednesday night, Oct. 25.

ValentineAlbers

EggertKoehn

DavisSimons

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com



Man arrested for running
over a person's foot 

A man was arrested for
running over a person's
foot after the person told
him to leave his property. 

According to police re-
ports, officers were dis-
patched to Newton
Medical Center after the
hospital contacted them,
reporting injuries from a
vehicle accident, as they
are legally mandated to
do.

After talking to a man
at the hospital with an in-
jured foot, officers left the
hospital and arrested
Austin Carter, 19, of New-
ton on charges of aggra-
vated battery. 

According to Newton
Police Detective Scott
Powell, the victim re-
ported that Carter, who
he once lived with, came
to where he lived in the
1000 Block of N. Pine and
started an argument

about a woman the victim
was involved with. At the
time, the suspect was still
in the car, according to
Powell. 

The victim reports
standing by the suspect’s
vehicle and telling the
suspect to leave the prop-
erty. 

Powell said the suspect
moved his vehicle a short
distance, running over the
victim’s foot. 

The victim later sought
medical attention. 

Carter was arrested
shortly after. Powell ex-
plained the case was
charged as a domestic bat-
tery, since the two men
once lived together.

—Newton Now staff

November bird walk set
for Saturday, Nov. 4

NORTH NEWTON—
Birds are on the move, mi-
grating to and through

Kansas, as Kauffman Mu-
seum’s monthly bird walk
takes place on Saturday,
Nov. 4.

Participants should
meet at 8 a.m. in the mu-
seum parking lot on the
Bethel campus at the cor-
ner of Main and 27th
Streets in North Newton.

Birders need to be able
to navigate a mile to a
mile-and-a-half of mostly
wood-chip trail and un-
paved road. Terrain is
sometimes steep or slop-
ing.

Experienced birders
Gregg Friesen and Rod
Wedel will lead this
month’s walk through
Chisholm Park and on
Sand Creek Trail. It will
take one to one and a half

hours and cover about 1.5
miles.

The bird walks happen
the first Saturday morn-
ing of most months, and
everyone is welcome.

For help locating Kauff-
man Museum, see
www.bethelks.edu/why-
bethel/location/campus-
map/ or the Kauffman
Museum Facebook page.

—For Newton Now
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Older Adult Pet Adoption Program
allows people to get pets for free

One time when Kathy
Dowell of Newton sat on
her recliner, her adopted
dog, Morty, who’s 6,
started licking her tears
away.

Dowell has had a rough
go of it, having divorced
and moved, and then her
daughter going off to col-
lege fairly recently.

“He knew I was hurt-
ing,” Dowell said regard-
ing Morty, sitting at
Caring Hands Humane
Society on Monday after-
noon.

Dowell adopted Morty
through the Older Adult
Pet Adoption Program
(OAPA), which allows
people 55 and older to get
a pet through the local
shelter at no charge.

Now, Morty and Dowell
live together in Newton.

“He’s been a blessing,”
Dowell said. “He really
has. My daughter, who
was insistent on a bigger
dog, is slowly [coming
around]. She’ll pet him
now.”

After those changes and
losses in Dowell life, she
wanted someone to care
for, to be with her.

“It was overwhelming,”
Dowell said about that
time in her life. “I
thought if I had a com-
panion, I could get out-
side. We take walks. I
take him to the dog park.
We go for car rides. He’s
really changed my life in
the fact that I can talk
to—I’ve got somebody
there.”

Dowell said she’s a dog
person and that she’s al-
ways liked dogs. She has
back problems, so she
wanted a smaller dog who
wouldn’t pull her.

“He’s spoiled rotten,”
Dowell said about Morty,
whom she adopted in
May. “He sleeps with me.
When he wakes up in the
morning, I’m licked all
over my face.”

Caring Hands Execu-
tive Director Kevin
Stubbs said there are
benefits to having a pet,
because they can be calm-
ing, they help people
lower their blood pressure
and they offer companion-
ship.

Since the program
started in 2012, there
have been 53 adoptions
through that program,
Stubbs said. That’s a lit-
tle more than five adop-
tions per year.

“I would like to see
some more older adults
adopt,” Dowell said. “It’s
kept me out of depression.
I could’ve sunk so low.
He’s just there for me.”

Adults in that age
range can adopt a dog or
cat older than one year
for free, provided they
don’t mind answering
some life-satisfaction
questions prepared by
Prairie View. The pro-
gram is a collaboration
between Caring Hands,
Prairie View, the Harvey
County Department on
Aging and Wichita State
University, Stubbs said,
adding Mary Carman,
who recently retired from

Prairie View, was one of
the proponents in getting
the program running.

“It’s an easy program,
as far as that goes,” Dow-
ell said.

Stubbs said one of the
reasons older adults are
hesitant about pet adop-
tion is they’re concerned
about what will happen to
their pets if something
happens to them. How-
ever, if the older adult is
not able to take care of
pets, whether that’s per-
manently or temporarily,
OAPA participants are as-
sured the pet will be
placed in a loving home,
such as with friends, fam-
ily or be returned to the
shelter to join another
family.

When someone adopts a
pet through the program,
an OAPA volunteer is
right there at the time of
adoption. The volunteer is
there as a support person,
especially in the first 30
days of adoption, offering
help as needed, Stubbs
said.

“They can also find any
other resources they no-
tice the individual can
benefit from,” Stubbs
said, which can include
any types of resources.

Stubbs said the pro-
gram is designed with po-
tential adopters’ concerns
in mind in case their pet
outlives them. There are
papers to sign even before
the pets are adopted re-
garding this matter.

Now, Dowell is operat-
ing on the other side of
the OAPA coin, as she’s

just become a volunteer.
She said there’s a woman
who recently adopted a
dog, so Dowell needs to
call her to offer support.

“I feel I can help other
people because I can’t
work,” Dowell said. “This
gives me something to do.
I’m an outgoing person.
I’ll help anybody in any
way I can.”

Dowell’s volunteering
doesn’t just help others; it
helps her, as well.

“From my perspective,
it keeps me from depres-
sion,” she said. “It gives
me the chance to talk to
other people and see how
they’re doing with the dog
they’ve adopted.”

It helps her get out of
herself.

Those who wish to vol-
unteer must be 18 years
old or older and reside in
McPherson, Hillsboro,
Hesston, Newton, Wichita
or surrounding areas. If

interested, they need to
call OAPA’s volunteer co-
ordinator Kim Lewis at
316-284-6330 to schedule
a one-hour orientation.
Once the orientation is
done, the volunteer will
be added to a list of vol-
unteers and notified when
a volunteer needs to visit
an adopter’s home.

“The average hours a
volunteer might complete
in a month is approxi-
mately two to three
hours,” according to infor-
mation from Prairie View.
“This volunteer position
requires minimal time,
and the hours are flexible
to match your needs and
our older adults’ needs.”

People who wish to
adopt can visit Caring
Hands, 1400 S.E. Third
St. in Newton, e-mail vol-
unteer@caringhandshs.or
g or call Quette, adoption
coordinator, at 316-283-
0839.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Kathy Dowell holds her dog, Morty, whom she adopted at Caring Hands Humane Society in Newton through
the Older Adult Pet Adoption Program. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Caring Hands Humane Society Executive Director Kevin Stubbs, right,
pets Kathy Dowell's dog Morty. 

North Newton fall cleanup starts Friday
North Newton will offer its annual fall clean-up week

Friday, Nov. 3, through Friday, Nov. 10, for yard waste,
brush and tree limbs. By Monday, Nov. 6, all bagged
leaves, grass and yard waste should be placed curbside,
as well as manageable sized limbs. Thorny bushes and
small limbs may be placed with larger piles of brush.
The city asks that limbs be placed parallel to curb and
everything be kept away from utilities and set away
from normal recyclables and trash. Questions may be
directed to City Hall by calling 316-283-7633.
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