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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Jana Arneson, right, of Valley Center, shares a laugh with her mom, Judy Sorrell, in her room at ComfortCare Homes in New-
ton. Sorrell has dementia and has lived there for a year and three months. Below: Penny Baker, left, home supervisor/operator at
ComfortCare Homes in Newton, makes sure Judy Sorrell gets her water. 

Instead of being a
metaphor for memory disor-
ders with its tentacles
spreading throughout the
world, a spider web at Com-
fortCare Homes in Newton
served as something resi-
dents could talk about.

For instance, one time,
there was a spider web at
the home in Newton, and
someone suggested they take
it down. However, Penny
Baker, home supervisor/oper-
ator, decided to keep it up
because residents were dis-
cussing it.

“Even 'Charlotte's Web' got
brought up,” Baker said.

Caregivers at ComfortCare
Homes in Newton have to
make sure not to confuse or
upset the residents. What
might be great for some
people, like watching the

Comfort and care
� Tough decisions for
those to place loved ones
with dementia in facilities

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See COMFORT / 14

The Newton School
Board has scheduled a
work session to discuss a
future bond issue at 7
p.m., Wednesday, Nov.
22, at the McKinley Ad-
ministration Building.

The previous bond
issue failed by a vote of
56 percent to 43 percent
last week. Following the
defeat, Superintendent
Deb Hamm discussed

the need with the school
board for a school bond
that would pass. 

A new bond could
come up again on the
ballot as early as April,
according to discussions
at the school board
meeting Monday night. 

The work session is
being held to discuss the
possibility of holding a
spring bond election as
well as how the district
would proceed with an-
other bond plan should
it choose to do so.

Bond issue
work session
approaching

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

The people who
saved Camp Hawk
How a grassroots effort blocked a park's sale

The results appeared
on the projector screen as
a nervous Dan Harms
and Jeremy Kindy paced
in the basement of the
Harvey County Court-
house on Nov. 7.

All the advanced and
early ballots had been
counted. About 70 per-
cent of those people voted
against allowing the
county to sell Camp
Hawk, its 40-acre park
south of Newton. 

Kindy said they felt
good about the election at
the start of the day. But
on Election Day, you
never can tell. 

“Watching news edito-
rials and Facebook kinds
of things, we weren't
meeting opposition on
the other side,” Kindy
said. “We watched the
advanced voting to come
out. Starting above 70
percent, we thought we'd
continue to track there.”

More results poured in,
and by the end of the
night, the county had
voted 78 percent in favor
of keeping the park. 

Later, at the watch

party, Harms described
the jubilation after they
knew their campaign had
been successful. 

“I've put over a year
into this,” Harms said.
“It was a jubilant time.
But it was a lot of relief.”

***

In Harvey County, a
group of citizens man-
aged to organize a suc-
cessful protest petition
and vote to overturn a
government action.

What they did was un-
common. So uncommon
that it's difficult to find
other recent examples of
successful protest peti-
tions followed by a suc-
cessful vote. 

As of press time, the
Kansas Legislative Re-
search Department didn't
have an answer for the
last time the event had
happened. A call to the
Kansas Association of
Counties was not imme-
diately returned. 

In all, a group of citi-
zens of Harvey County
built a grassroots coali-
tion and impacted the ac-
tions of a local governing
body. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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WENDY NUGENT/FILE PHOTO
Trip Triplitt, right, unloads several boxes of food for the 2015 community Thanks-
giving meal at Salem United Methodist Church in Newton. At left is Jan Swickard. 

Thanksgiving meal set to feed an army

By the numbers, it appears the
Community Thanksgiving meal
will have enough food to feed about
a fourth of the population of Hes-
ston, maybe more.

There will be 25 turkeys, 80 pies,
18 hams and 30 cakes, to name
some of the food, said Jan
Swickard, one of the event organiz-
ers.

Members of participating
churches will bring in the pies, she
said.

“Other food is ordered in and will
be fixed that day,” she said.

They’ll also use 80 boxes of Jell-

O and fruit cocktail, which will be
mixed on Tuesday for Jell-O salad.
On Monday, Swickard said a vari-
ety of food was to be delivered on
Tuesday, including green beans,
corn, cranberry salad, dressing and
potatoes.

“We have a restaurant in town
that furnishes all the dinner rolls,”
Swickard said, adding another
place supplies the plasticware and
another spot in town supplies but-
ter and honey.

The remainder of supplies is pur-
chased with financial donations
from the involved churches, such
as napkins and plates.

“The meal is free,” said Bob
Swickard, another event organizer.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See MEAL / 8

Thousands show for Toy Run - Page 4



Ithink I was only
vaguely aware of what
a cranberry was when

I was a kid.
Craisins were intro-

duced when I was about
10, so I was firmly en-
trenched in loving just
raisins by then, and while
I think I’d tried the cran-

berry sauce that comes in
a can and is sliced up for
Thanksgiving dinner, I’m
not sure I knew what it
was—just that it was de-
licious.

As an adult, I’ve fully
embraced all things cran-
berry. I love them dried,
in all forms of Jell-O and

in juice form. 
I was feeling a bit

brave, so I bought a bag
of fresh cranberries, and
then I searched the Inter-
net until I found a recipe
that seemed easy for my
maiden voyage with fresh
cranberries.

I definitely found a

winner from the “Better
Homes & Gardens” web-
site. You can find the orig-
inal at
http://amp.bhg.com/recipe
/quickbreads/cranberry-
nut-bread/. I doubled the
cinnamon in my version.

Cranberry Nut Bread
Incredients
1-1/3 cups sugar
1/2 cup toasted pecans

or walnuts, chopped
finely

4 teaspoons cinnamon
2 cups flour
1 teaspoon baking pow-

der
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 egg
1 cup milk
1/3 cup oil (I used

canola)
1 cup fresh cranberries,

roughly chopped

Preheat the oven to 350
degrees.

Grease and flour a loaf
pan and set aside.

In a small bowl, com-
bine 1/3 cup of the sugar,
nuts and cinnamon and
set aside.

In a mixing bowl, com-
bine the remaining cup of
sugar, flour, baking pow-
der, and salt. Whisk in
the egg and then stir in
the milk and oil until
everything is just com-
bined, and then fold in

the cranberries. It will be
a lumpy batter.

Pour half of the batter
into the loaf pan and
evenly sprinkle in half
the sugar, cinnamon, nuts
mixture. Add the other
half of the batter and top
with the remaining cinna-
mon mixture.

Place a knife straight
down into the batter and
swirl it around a bit to
marble the bread.

Bake for about an hour
or until a toothpick in-
serted in the center comes
out clean.

Let the bread cool for
about 20 minutes, remove
from the pan and then
cool completely. Store the
bread overnight in an air-
tight container or bag be-
fore slicing to get clean
slices.

This is so, so good. It’s

great for a dessert or for
breakfast, too, so if you
have some folks staying
at your house for the holi-
days or you just want
some holiday flavors in
the morning, I’d suggest
this bread as an excellent
way to start the day along
with your morning cup of
coffee.

It’s probably for the
best that younger me did-
n’t fully experience cran-
berries. She might not
have appreciated them as
much as older me does,
and now I have some new
holiday traditions—and
recipes—to enjoy.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now and
is a Bethel College gradu-
ate. She also is managing
editor of The Clarion, one

of Newton Now’s sister
newspapers.
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“Bump” up your rate once 
with this special certificate.  

Visit hcu.coop/bump.

BUMP CERTIFICATE RATES AS HIGH AS

2.22%
APY*

Bump Up
Your Savings

TM

Hutchinson | Haven | Newton | Wichita | 800.428.8472 | www.hcu.coop/bump

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA. Limited time offer, membership required, *Annual percentage Yield (APY), penalty for 

Visit www.hcu.coop/bump 
or call 800.428.8472 to open 
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‘Cran’ your face with this holiday bread

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Cranberry nut bread is a delicious way to celebrate the holidays.

NEWS BRIEFS

Two book signings
on Saturday, Tuesday
Newton will see two

book signings being held
this week, one for a chil-
dren's book and one for a
book on the history of the
Midwest’s gas stations. 

On Saturday, Nov. 18,
author Andrea Cassell and
illustrator Melanie Regier
Koop will hold a book sign-
ing and story time from 1
to 3 p.m. at Faith & Life
Bookstore in downtown
Newton.

"Kibby Gets a Little Sis-
ter" is their second collabo-
ration for the Kibby series.

Cassell, a retired special
education teacher and au-
thor, was inspired to self-
publish her first children’s
book, "Kibby the Space
Dog?," after her beloved
pet, Kibby, endured bully-
ing when wearing a cone
on his head.

Her second children’s
book, "Kibby Gets a Little
Sister," is a story about
how Kibby reacts to get-
ting a little sister in the
house. Andrea is a parent
of four adult children and
knows all too well how
challenging it can be
bringing a new baby home.

On Tuesday, Nov. 21, at
7 p.m. at the Newton Pub-

lic Library, author Juidi
Kirk will discuss her book,
“Remnants: Prairie Gas
Stations Remembered.” A
book signing will follow.
Admission for both events
is free.

New board members
at local hospital

Newton Medical Center
announced the appoint-
ment of three new mem-
bers to its board of
directors.

Effective Nov. 1, Tom
Harris of Valley Center,
attorney-at-law in private
practice, Melvin Schadler

of North Newton, execu-
tive vice president and
chief operating officer for
First Bank of Newton and
Marilyn Wilder of Hes-
ston, judge for the 9th
District Court, joined the
hospital’s 19-member gov-
erning board.

“I am pleased to wel-
come Tom, Melvin and
Marilyn to the board of di-

rectors,"
said Val
Gleason,
Newton
Medical
Center
president
and chief
executive
officer. "As

leaders in the community
and experts in their fields,
these individuals will be a
tremendous asset to the
hospital.”

A complete listing of
Newton Medical Center’s
board of directors is avail-
able at
www.newtonmed.com.

—For Newton Now

Insurance enrollment
Saturday in Wichita

WICHITA—The Cover
Kansas Navigator Project
will host a Health Insur-
ance Marketplace Infor-
mation and Enrollment
event from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., Nov. 18, at Century
II Performing Arts & Con-
vention Center in Meeting
Room 201. Certified navi-
gators will be on hand to
personally assist individu-
als and families with the
federally-facilitated
Health Insurance Market-
place’s online application
and enrollment process.

Schadler WilderHarris



Sexual abuse prevention
training on Thursday
Sexual Abuse Preven-

tion Training will be at
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov.
16, at the Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee Center in
North Newton.

“Offenders in the
Church: Who They Are
and How They Operate”
will be presented by
Charissa Sloan Dvorak,
attorney and investigator
for GRACE (Godly Re-
sponse to Abuse in Chris-
tian Environments). This
will be a presentation
based on her experience
prosecuting abuse cases
and her extensive knowl-
edge of sexual offenders. 

For information about
the workshop or to regis-
ter, call 316-587-7244 or
e-mail
kathywiens@gmail.com.
This training is free and
open to the public. Regis-
tration is helpful, but
don’t let that stop you
from coming.

Christmas market
coming up

The 30th annual Christ-

mas Market will be from 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the New-
ton Rec Center gym, 415
N. Poplar. Craft vendors
will be selling their
unique and beautiful
handmade items. Direct
sales vendors will also
participate, such as Lu-
LuRoe and Scentsy. Win-
ners of door prizes
donated by the vendors
will be announced every
half hour. Admission is
free.

Lions Club seeks entries
for Parade of Lights

Newton Lions Club is
seeking participants for
the annual Parade of
Lights to kick off the
Christmas season.

Entries must have a
minimum of 200 lights
and a Christmas theme.
Businesses, clubs,
churches, nonprofits and
school groups are encour-
aged to participate.

The parade is scheduled
for 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 7. The evening will
also include hot chocolate
served along Main Street
and photos with Santa
after the parade. Dona-

tion boxes will also be
available to bring old eye-
glasses and non-perish-
able food items.

Groups interested in
participating should con-
tact Erin McDaniel at
316-284-6055 or visitnew-
tonlionsclub.com to down-
load an entry form.

Newton Medical Center
recognized for bone care

Newton Medical Center
received recognition from
the American Or-
thopaedic Association
this week.

The organization
named it a top performer
in bone care and taking
care of osteoporotic or

fragility fractures. 
It participates in the

organization’s Own The
Bone program, which of-
fers resources to docu-
ment and monitor the
care of osteoporotic pa-
tients. 

A broken bone, also
known as an osteoporotic
or fragility fracture, is a
serious complication of
osteoporosis and often
the first sign that a per-
son has the disease. Un-
fortunately, only about 20
percent of the nearly two
million individuals who
experience fragility frac-
tures each year are
tested or treated for os-
teoporosis.

—For Newton Now

FFA President Kit
Kingsley asked little atten-
dees of the K-4 Agriculture
Camp if they knew a bene-
ficial insect in agriculture.

They didn't seem to
know at Saturday morning
at the camp, which was at
Newton High School, so
Kingsley told them worms
and bees are some. She
then asked if they knew
how insects were beneficial
to agriculture. One girl
said bees make honey.
Kingsley said that's one
way they benefit humans,
but the way they help agri-
culture is, she told them,
when they go from flower
to flower, they pollinate.
Camp leaders had the kids
eat Cheetos balls and then
asked them to look on
their fingers, which left
the orange dried “cheese”
clinging to them, which
leaders likened to the
pollen getting on bees.

Kingsley also said
worms help with agricul-
ture because they aerate
the soil.

“They breathe through
their skin,” she said,
adding they don't have any
arms, legs or eyes.

The camp was the brain-
child of Kingsley, a Newton
High School senior.

“I came up with the
idea,” Kingsley said, tak-
ing a short break from
sweeping the floor from
the camp.

She added she brought
the subject up with Mr.
Ely, who teaches horticul-
ture, mechanics and weld-
ing classes in the ag shop.
He then spoke with a
woman from Harvey
County Farm Bureau.

“We had a meeting, and
then we had two phone
calls, and then it all be-
came set up,” Kingsley
said.

Kingsley wanted to have
the camp for several rea-
sons.

“I really just wanted to
involve our community,
and [agriculture] sur-
rounds us every day of our
life,” she said. “In Newton,
we live within a really
rural community. You drive
out of town and there's just
farms everywhere. It was
basically to reach out to
kids who don't go to Wal-
ton.”

A total of 33 children
signed up for camp, and
they got a taste of that
rural life on Saturday.

There were three rota-
tions—horticulture, where
kids learned about bees
and worms and planted
aloe; mechanics, where
they made a simple bat-
tery-turn motor; and ani-
mal science, where they
learned about dairy cows.

Kingsley said this is the
first year FFA has had the
camp, and originally, the
camp was to be a
fundraiser, Kingsley said.
Instead, Harvey County
Farm Bureau waived all
the fees by partnering with
them.

Toward the end of the
third session, one of the
other leaders, Kaitlyn
Black, asked campers
what they learned today.
Students didn't have much

to say at that point, so
Kingsley asked them if
they learned how a battery
works. Some students said,
“No.” Kingsley then asked
what their favorite part of
the camp was, and one stu-
dent said it was planting
the aloe vera.

Another student asked
what they were going to
have for lunch. Kingsley
said they weren't going to
have lunch, but they'd eat
ice cream (part of the ani-
mal science lesson) at the
end.

“This year we are involv-
ing our FFA Chapter with
the community,” a signup
flier noted. “Our goal is to
teach children the basics of
agriculture in a fun way.
This will be a morning full
of fun and educational
hands on activities. We
will go through three 45-
minute rotations: horticul-
ture, animal science and
mechanics. These are the
major agricultural areas
we focus on in our chapter
and at our high school.
With our remaining 45
minutes, we will recollect
and involve all three rota-
tion groups in an activity
to end the morning. We
hope to spark young minds
with these lessons and ex-
pand their knowledge of
their surroundings; ag is
everywhere.”
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Many attend Saturday morning Ag Camp at the high school

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, Izabella Krehbiel, Brielle Butcher and Alli Harder enjoy themselves at Ag Camp on Saturday at
Newton High School.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Campers wait while Kaitlyn Black, right, writes their names on cups that will contain aloe vera plants.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Brielle Butcher, center, reacts after seeing what one of the Ag Camp
leaders called a snake plant. She apparently doesn’t like snakes.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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Stop by and grab some bulk food supplies just in time for
Holiday Baking!

__ Flour
__ Extracts & Flavorings
__ Spices of every kind
__ Gluten-Free Ingredients
__ Sugar-Free Ingredients

__ Molasses
__ Fruit Pectin
__ Baking Powder
__ Corn Starch
__ Gravy Mixes

Thousands of bikers attend annual Newton Toy Run

There was enough
extra leather in Newton
on Sunday to possibly
cover a city block and
enough energy generated
by more than 1,000 mo-
torcycles riding through
downtown to power a
small city for some time.

That’s because Sunday
marked the 32nd Annual
Newton Toy Run in Mem-
ory of Wayne Kemp,
which collects toys for
children who might not
otherwise get presents
for the holidays.

With the Toy Run,
more than 2,000 motorcy-
cle riders met at the
Newton outlet mall with
toys. They then pro-
ceeded on their vehicles
down Old 81 toward
downtown Newton,
where people lined the
streets, watching the pa-
rade of 1,140 cycles
cruise down Main Street
and then off to the Amer-
ican Legion building,
where they dropped off
toys and dined on chili.

Santa, atop the New-
ton Fire Department’s
vintage fire truck, waved
to folks during the pa-
rade.

Even though there
were more than 1,000
bikes there, some folks
rode together.

“A lot of them doubled
up with people,” said Bill
Ryan, event chairman,
adding they set a record
for attendance. “We
broke every record the
toy run ever had.”

In addition to a lot of
riders, the toy run also
brought in 954 toys,
which were donated to
the Harvey County Sal-
vation Army, as will be
the $10,542 they also
raised.

The bikers and Ryan
put the event on for one
reason.

“For the kids,” Ryan
said. “It’s always for the
kids. It’s amazing how
many kids don’t have any
kind of Christmas right

here in
Harvey
County,
and to
take on
this kind
of event,
you can’t
say no.”

Ryan
said bikers came from
several counties, and
everything they give to
the local Salvation Army
remains locally.

“Everything we give
them stays in Harvey
County,” Ryan said.
“That’s a big reason. We
know where it’s gonna
go.”

One way they made
money was to sell com-
memorative buttons for
$2 each, Ryan said.
Then, each person buying
a button received a
ticket, and whoever had
the winning ticket won
$100.

For more than 20
years, the Kemp family,
with Lowell Kemp at the
helm, and key people ran
the toy run, and about
three months ago, Low-
ell's son, Wayne Kemp,
was killed in a vehicle
accident.

“Wayne was at every
one I can remember for
years,” Ryan said about
past toy runs. “It kinda
hit home when we lost
Wayne about three
months ago.”

Ryan said the Kemp
family owns Bikers Edge
in Wichita and that Low-
ell and Jean Kemp reside
in Newton. At the time of
the accident, Wayne
resided in Wichita.

Wayne and his girl-
friend, Ryan said, were
in an accident on the en-
trance ramp at Hydraulic
in Wichita. Wayne died a
few hours later, and his
girlfriend still is getting
medical treatment.

Ryan described Wayne
as having skills.

“Very, very talented
man,” Ryan said. “He
had his own motorcycles
that he built. Wayne
Kemp Customs was the
name of all that.”

Wayne also was fea-

tured in national motor-
cycle magazines.

“The whole toy run was
in Wayne’s honor,” Ryan
said about this year’s
event.

Ryan described this
year’s run as a success.

“We sold out of chili,”
he said. “The auction was
great. I need to give a big
shout-out to our auction-
eer, Nick Holzrichter. He
volunteers every year to
come out and do our auc-
tion. He knows how to
get the people laughing.
He’s a heck of an auction-
eer. This would not be
the same without him in
it. He’s that good.”

Ryan also wanted to
say thanks to the Ameri-

can Legion staff.
“I don’t know how they

did it, but everybody got
fed, the bar was open,”
Ryan said.

Ryan also wanted to
thank others.

“Just a big thank-you
to everybody who
helped,” he said. “The
kids on the street [watch-
ing the parade] is getting
bigger and bigger every
year. It was a record all
around.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Thousands congregate in
the American Legion parking lot in
Newton following the annual Toy
Run in Newton, which was in
memory of Wayne Kemp. Fourth
from right is Justin Black with
Rent*A*Center in Newton.

Right: These are just a few of the
more than 1,000 cycles to drive
through Newton on Sunday.

Wayne Kemp

For what it's worth, ac-
cording to city staff as
well as Commissioner
Glen Davis, they've been
approached by people in-
terested in buying the
“old Dillons property” at
320 N. Main St. during
the last year.

Davis said at a Monday
night work session that
he's been contacted by
some investors, who wish
to stay anonymous, that
they are interested in
purchasing the property
the city planned to use
for a police station. 

Davis said the develop-
ers also approached Bill
Ryan, a property owner
in the area, on selling his
property.

Davis said they

planned
on de-
molish-
ing the
area
and
build-
ing on
it from
the
ground
up. He also said they
were concerned about the
cleanup on the property,
as some of the soil is con-
taminated with oil.

City Engineer Suzanne
Loomis said it was al-
ways in the city's plans to
demolish the property
and clean it up. She said
the Kansas Department
of Health and Environ-
ment would help in the
process and get BNSF to
pitch in for cleanups, as
that's who's believed to
have caused to pollution.

Myers said the prop-

erty was one of the top
available properties
downtown, and if any-
thing would go in the
area, it needed to be an
anchor for the downtown
and would benefit other
business owners.

“I think the message of
320 N. Main is, and I've
had one or two talk to
me, what I've conveyed is
the commission hasn't
said we'll put a for sale
sign out there, but if
someone is willing to put
a proposal together, we'd
be willing to receive it,”
he said.

Developers inquire about 'old Dillons' property
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

RyanLoomisDavis
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A relatively mundane
Newton City Commission
meeting got lively Monday
night after former com-
mission candidate Ron
Eggert addressed the cur-
rent and elected commis-
sion members during the
public comments section
of the meeting. 

Eggert said he planned
to give the speech when
his term started in Janu-
ary after he was elected,
but as that didn't happen,
said he wanted to address
an issue he saw as a citi-
zen.

He said that the New-
ton City Commission
needed some diversity on
it and called the commis-
sion WASPS or white
anglo saxon protestants.
He said that Newton had
an active Latino commu-
nity and the city's diver-
sity should be reflected in
its leadership. Eggert
called on the commission
to sit down with residents
in the Latino community
as well as other minori-
ties.

“I'd like to see you, Mr.
Mayor, and you, as the ad-
ministrator, to create
term limits for serving on
the city commission and
as mayor,” he said.

He said that the change
is necessary to help the
commission address diver-
sity. 

“We need to have more
diversity within the or-
ganization and structure
with this community to
move forward into the
21st century.”

Eggert
said he
knew he
lost the
election,
but he and
his wife
were com-
mitted to the
community
and that he would speak
out on what he saw was
necessary for the commu-
nity. 

Commissioner Glen
Davis responded that he
tried to recruit a “young
Hispanic man” to run for
city commission and said
that people should come
together and not divide
races. 

Commissioner Leroy
Koehn then said he had
multiple “Hispanic peo-
ple” part of his campaign,
and he has been working
to help groom those in-
volved with his campaign
to serve in the future on
the commission.

Commissioner David
Nygaard added that he
doesn't look at color or
status.

Commissioner Kathy
Valentine said that citi-
zens of the community
have a responsibility to
make known whatever
their concerns there are.

Mayor Barth Hague
said he understood Eg-
gert's general call, and
Hague said there's a wide
opportunity for people to
participate in Newton and
said that volunteer boards
in the city are a great
place to start. He said he
knows the boards have
worked hard to find diver-
sity in the community. 

“I think it's a good call
and a good reminder, and

I thank you for sharing
that tonight,” he said.

In other news, the com-
mission had a long and
protracted conversation
about animal control. 

Animal control officer
Jennifer Burns talked
about dealing with
wildlife in the city and
why the city doesn't trap
wild animals. The long
and short of it is that the
Kansas Department of
Wildlife doesn't recom-
mend it, it takes a lot of
resources to do and is in-
effective. Burns said the
wildlife has a habit of re-
turning no matter where
they are released.

The conversation con-
tinued for a considerable
amount of time but
yielded nuggets such as a
discussion about how far a
raccoon can travel in two
days. Consensus at the
meeting put that number
between 10 to 25 miles.

Davis also brought up
the tidbit that raccoons
carry a virus that can
cause human blindness.
Burns said that raccoon
have a roundworm that
can be found in their feces
and after it dries can
cause problems in hu-
mans. To keep raccoons
and skunks out of your
yard, Burns recom-
mended not putting out
food for them and making
your yard inhospitable to

them,
such as
using
bright
lights,
loud
noises and
making it
smell like
ammonia.

Davis added that they
like to live under decks,
so don't build a deck. 

An entire troop of New-
ton Girl Scouts were in
attendance, soaking up
the life lessons of pest
control.

The group of fifth
graders were watching
the meeting and opened it
up with an invocation. 

ETC.
The City of Newton rec-

ognized Bunting Magnet-
ics for its continued
growth and expansion in
Newton. The company
has locations in Pennsyl-
vania as well as in the
United Kingdom. The
company has 140 Newton
employees and 220 world-
wide. 

The commission re-
ceived the official election
results from the Nov. 7
election. Kathy and Leroy
Koehn earned four-year
terms and Davis a two-
year term.

Mayor Barth Hague
said he was working to
finish the meeting in a
timely manner in order to
allow people to watch the
“ball game.” The two top-
winning programs in the
history of men's college
basketball, the University
of Kansas and University
of Kentucky, faced off at
8:30 p.m. The meeting
ended at 8:23 p.m.
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Salina 
Toy Show!
Saturday, Nov. 18

9am-3pm
4-H Building & Kenwood Hall

900 Greeley, Salina
Food by Ambucs 
Noon Network

$4/Person - 12 & Under       
free w/paid adult

200
Tables of 
awesome

toys!

for more information 
call 785.201.7814 

Sheriff Chad Gay stacks up in Battle of the Badges

Most of the time, the
Newton Police Depart-
ment and Harvey County
Sheriff's Office get along.
Well, they pretty much
get along all the time, ex-
cept when there's a good-
natured competition
involved, like the Battle
of the Badges event on
Thursday afternoon at
Slate Creek Elementary
School in Newton.

Representing the sher-
iff's office was the sheriff
himself, Chad Gay. Show-
ing his skills with the po-
lice department was Sgt.
Det. Mike Yoder, and
both were stacked
against each other, as
they had a sport cup-
stacking competition.

The winner, Gay, was
happy to win.

“It feels good,” Gay
said. “Happy to be here. I
probably practiced 20
minutes on this. He
[Yoder] practiced five
minutes.”

Clearly, his dogged de-
termination to win and
longer practice time paid
off.

“I'm happy to do it,”
Gay said after the gruel-
ing competition.

The school's physical
education teacher, Jim
Brown, instructed the
two law-enforcement offi-
cers on how to properly
stack cups before the
competition, as a crowd of
a few hundred students
and adults filed into the
school gym. These cups
appear to be made specif-
ically for stacking.

Yoder also was glad to
be there.

“This is very impor-
tant,” he said. “We should
be striving to make posi-
tive contact in the com-
munity that [isn't] police
related.”

Brown said next year,
he'd like to invite the
local fire department to
take part.

The Battle of the
Badges on Thursday was
part of a bigger, world-
wide event.

“This is the 2017 edi-
tion of the International
Stack Up! sponsored by
the World Sport Stacking
Association,” Brown said.

On this particular day,
students took part in a
Guinness Book of World
Records international
event. They go for a
record of the most people
stacking the most around
the world in one day,
Brown said. The goal for
this year is at least
635,000, and Brown said

they might go over that
around the world.

He wanted students to
do this for several rea-
sons.

“Schools around the
country are doing this,”
he said, standing in the
gym while students went
from station to station,
stacking various-sized
cups in various ways.
“It's just a fun thing to
do. We've been doing it a
long time. It's fun for the
kids.”

Brown said this is the
first year for Yoder and
Gay to take part in the
Battle of the Badges, and
there's a traveling trophy
between the sheriff's of-
fice and police depart-
ment.

Before the battle
started, which was just a
small part of the stacking
event, music played, and
students clapped to the
rhythm. Then, “Let's get
ready to rumble!” played
over a loudspeaker.

“I want to welcome all
of you,” Brown said to
students. “This is a
pretty serious competi-
tion.”

He introduced Yoder
and Gay and said, “When
he is stacking, we will be

silent.”
Brown referred to

being quiet during stack-
ing as “stacking eti-
quette.”

“It's just like anything
else,” Brown said. “When
they're stacking, you're
quiet.”

Children laughed and
yelled as they got a
chance to stack cups,
ranging from large to
tiny, at various stations,
including those called
“Card Sharks,” “Blind-
folded Partner,” “Ring My
Bell,” “BattleStack” and
“3-6-3 3-3-3.” Some stu-
dents, however, were
quite serious about their
tasks, concentrating
quite hard.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Andres Torres, center, reacts to doing something Gwen Hawkins, left, didn't like during the sport cup stack-
ing on Thursday at Slate Creek Elementary School in Newton. At right is Artemio Ramirez. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Harvey County Sheriff Chad Gay, right, looks on while Newton Police
Department Sgt. Detective Mike Yoder stacks cups.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW

Left: Slate Creek student Nic
Bergman enjoys himself ringing
a bell on Thursday while stacking
cups. 

Newton City Commission talks about race
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Valentine Eggert Koehn Hague
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Ithink I’m lucky to be in jour-
nalism. I meet a lot of people—
people with problems, people

at the worst times of their lives,
people at the best times of their
lives, people going through diffi-
cult situations, people with ill-
nesses, including cancer.

It was interesting for me to fol-
low Kyle Baymiller over the last
few months in his journey through
cancer—from beginning to being
declared cancer free. He’s someone
I already knew, so I asked him if
he’d be up for me doing a series of
articles on his cancer journey. The
idea for the series just popped into
my head one day, probably when I
was driving around town. That’s
usually, for some reason, when I
come up with ideas for stories. It
probably was divine intervention.

Neither he nor I nor anyone at
Newton Now nor anyone else had
any idea how this would end.
Thankfully, it ended well.
Baymiller, if you recall, found a
lump in his abdomen earlier this
year and had it checked out in the
local emergency room. He ended
up with an oncologist at a local
cancer center (there’s two in town,
I learned). If I ever get cancer
again, I want Kyle’s oncologist on
my team. He was very personable
and kind. Dr. Greg Nanney.

This whole experience could’ve

been the most horrible time in
Kyle’s life, but it seemed like it
might’ve been one of his best. He
seemed to learn a lot about lean-
ing on God and not taking life for
granted. He smiled more while
going through chemo during sev-
eral courses. He looked like he was
enjoying life more. His eyes twin-
kled more than they ever had.
This wasn’t what I expected. I ex-
pected something darker, scarier.
And I was prepared to see it
through, no matter what hap-
pened.

However, I also thought he’d
make it. I just had that feeling,
like the feeling I have when I call
someone and know they’re not
going to pick up the phone because
they can’t or they’re busy.

I told Kyle that later. I told him
I just had a feeling everything

would be OK. 
I talked to Kyle’s twin brother

when I wrote the part in the series
about how Kyle’s cancer affected
his loved ones. I interviewed his
lovely wife, who said Dr. Nanney
quieted their fears because Kyle
had such a good prognosis. His
wife also talked about how, if any-
thing happened to Kyle, it would
affect their dog. There was a great
feeling of caring, and I think Kyle
absorbed that from his loved ones,
medical professionals and friends.

About 20 years ago, I had can-
cer, but didn’t have to undergo
chemo or radiation therapy. I just
chose to have a non-essential (at
least to me at the time) organ re-
moved, and that solved the prob-
lem of the cancer. So, through the
series I wrote, I learned more
about cancer. I wasn’t really sure
what chemo was, and then I
learned it’s a series of very strong
medications. I learned more about
lymphoma, which I didn’t know
too much about. I got to go into the
cancer center and talk to the
nurses and Dr. Nanney. I’ve never
been in a cancer center before. I
got to sit in with Kyle when he vis-
ited with Dr. Nanney, and I saw
the range of emotions from other
patients there, from laughing and

I'm the kind of guy who finds
something that works and
sticks with it. My go-to down-

home food is chicken fried steak.
My go-to cocktail at a nicer bar is
a Manhattan. If I get a coffee, it's
the same 20-ounce Americano
wherever I go.

I have reasons for all these
things. CFS is a dish that says a
lot about a restaurant and how ex-
actly they prepare their ingredi-
ents. You know if they use poor
cuts or freeze the meat or don't
have a good breading.

A Manhattan is a drink without
extra crap. You can taste the alco-
hol you order and often pay too
much for. 

And the Americano—just a few
shots of espresso in hot water—
doesn't get bitter if it gets cold,
something that I appreciate as I
sit my coffee down often and only
remember to drink it a few hours
later. 

I'm a man of routines, in most
cases. Routines remove indecisive-
ness and save me time. 

So, with that lengthy defense
and explanation, I will say that my
life of routine choices differs
greatly from the habits of my girl-
friend.  

Sam is the kind of person who
always wants to try new and dif-
ferent things all the time. Despite
my grumbling, I usually appreci-
ate that, as she drags me into new
experiences and wonderful adven-
tures. 

That being said, none such won-
derful adventures have ever in-
volved spaghetti squash. 

I'm on my annual kick where I
lose 15 pounds so I can enjoy my-
self gaining it back in six months.
This time I've got a partner. So, for
the sake of healthy cooking, my
old delicious recipes are sitting on
the shelf. 

Because of this kick, we've
begun to use hard winter
squashes. Naturally, I'm skeptical,
as we never cooked them growing
up. Farmers coming from the
fields weren't exactly concerned
about calorie counts, so the large
pumpkin rejects never made it
into my family's recipe books. 

Yet I've learned to live with the
vegetable that does a mildly ac-
ceptable job as being a stand in for
grain and pasta fillers. 

The recipe I like to use is simple:
throw a spaghetti squash in the

microwave for like 15 minutes.
Brown some ground turkey. Add
mushrooms onions or what have
into tomato sauce, and when your
squash is done, cut the softened
vegetable, remove the seeds,
scrape out the insides into the pan
and eat. 

I still think the veggie is more
trouble than it's worth, but I can
deal. 

But this Sunday, we had to try a
new recipe to use a spaghetti
squash despite having all the in-
gredients for my regular dish. 

The recipe said to fit a pound
each of carrots, peas, broccoli,
ground turkey, a jar of sauce and a
whole squash in a crockpot. I knew
this wasn't going to work. But my
girlfriend likes to follow recipes
and not play it by ear as I do.
Knowing the guidance of some
carb-starved health nut and crazy
person who runs a food blog far ex-
ceeded my own, we followed the
recipe. 

I filled up the crock pot, while
she tried to cut the rock solid veg-
etable in half. 

I asked her if it should be cooked
first. But, nope, that's not what
the recipe said. 

I took a turn and tried hacking
into the squash. I tried cutting
into the squash. I forced my knife
into it, pouring my dislike of the
vegetable into the action. But after
seasoning the vegetable with my
sweat and my swears, I had made
little progress on the gourd of
steel.

I let my girlfriend take another
stab at it. I got out of the kitchen,
not wanting to end up with a knife
wound from either an errant cut-
ting motion or as recompense for
my all around poor attitude sur-
rounding the squash. 

After she worked at it a bit, I
took over again. Between the two
of us, with 10 minutes of work, we

claimed victory over veggie. It was
cut in half, and I pulled the seeds
out. 

She then promptly tried to fit
the whole thing into the crockpot,
covering the squash in tomato
sauce before realizing that the
pieces wouldn't fit, despite what
our vaunted recipe said. 

Now it was up to me to cut the
half into smaller slices to jam in
the crockpot. If you've ever tried to
use a knife while trying to hold a
slippery, sauce-covered squash,
you know it's a tricky task.

Enraged, I got out a meat
cleaver and went brute force on
them. It was a Pyrrhic victory,
with the squash broken and de-
feated at my hands but at the cost
of a kitchen splattered in the rem-
nants of the battle. I jammed the
smaller pieces of my defeated foe
into the pot, forced down the lid
and got to cleaning.

My girlfriend set a timer and in-
formed me it would be done in only
three hours. The recipe said so.

I ate a snack to sate my ap-
petite, because I knew that there
was no way I'd be eating anything
for at least five hours. 

To shorten the story, I ended up
having to nuke the squash, which
just disintegrated it as I put it
back in with the rest of the stuff. 

So, for all that work, we were
left about four hours later with a
crockpot full of reddish orange
glop that looked like what they
serve in a post-apocalyptic movie.
The glorp isn't so bad. I've eaten
three meals of it so far, and it's de-
cent enough that you can add
ketchup to it and tell yourself you
enjoy it. It's not good enough to
make you look forward to eating,
which I guess is the point of the
getting healthy thing.

And perhaps the one point of the
story is that I could have made a
far better and easier meal in the
skillet in way less time.

But, as my girlfriend regularly
reads these columns, the point I'm
going to make is that, being a man
of well-reasoned habits, I recog-
nize the parts of my life that work
really well and like to stick with
them—even if they do force me to
eat spaghetti squash. 

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor at Newton Now. He can be

reached at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.
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Stay away from things like squash glorp
Columns

Editorial
Let's get to work on a new

bond issue

Sometimes, a crisis will have a positive ending

All right, people, let's roll up our sleeves and get to
work on a bond we can pass. 

While we didn't support the last bond, and neither did a
good percentage of district voters, we do support a better
bond. We support a bond that sensibly spends money re-
modeling the parts of the high school that need care. We
support a bond that does provide funding to bring the
Walton Rural Life Center up to speed compared to exist-
ing schools. We support a bond that plans for future
growth on the south end of Newton. We support a bond
that provides district patrons with a clearly defined pic-
ture of what exactly it is they're paying for. And we sup-
port a bond that doesn't significantly raise taxes to have
district patrons simply paying interest for nine years as
the last one did. 

We think the community would support such a bond,
too. 

We've seen a lot of anger online from supporters of the
bond directed at the community for not approving it. We
understand the passion. And we understand why people,
who might have truly felt the bond was the best answer
for Newton, would be disappointed that 56 percent of the
public didn't agree. That number was higher throughout
the City of Newton proper at about 60 percent. 

So how do we flip those numbers?
One: the district could start by listening to itself.
There might be a reason why its bond isn't the only one

in the state to be soundly defeated. Hays voters voted by a
margin of 60 percent against their bond—even despite
their district spending money to send out “informational
packets” and their bond advisors kicking in money to pay
for that effort. 

Even despite the fact that they had broken the pricing
out to only $16 a month. 

Sound familiar? They used the same architecture and
advising company as the Newton School District, DLR.
And their district, as well as ours, is locked into a contract
that has a large fee, should they decide to drop the firm
for the next bond issue they try. 

Why wouldn't you try to get a large bond passed if you
were that company? If it fails, who cares? You get two
more shots to try to sell smaller ones. 

When they first talked about getting Newton's busi-
ness, they showed off a 90-percent success rate in states
across the country. 

But come to find out, you can't cookie cutter a bond
issue. And Kansas isn't Gary, Ind., and they're no Harold
Hill. 

People shouldn't be mad at Newton voters for voting
down a poorly constructed bond issue. They should be
made at the folks we paid to construct it or those that
signed off on it.

So let's listen to ourselves. When the district holds com-
munity feedback meetings, let's have them led by people
who are a part of the district, not people whose paychecks
are determined by how large a bond they can pass. That
new bond issue we make will hopefully avoid the tribal-
ism that this last one turned into. Care for the district's
needs. Don't pander to what a loud, but as we saw, small
groups wants.

Let's lay out the exact issues, aging infrastructure
needs, additional space concerns, and safety upgrades and
address them first. 

We then put our A1 needs in a base bond issue. Then let
voters decide with another question or two the additions
they want to add on. 

We also might want some help evaluating the project. 
Heck, we've got plenty of local contracting firms that

build large-scale projects in cities across the region. Could
we bring them in the process to make sure our “estimates
of cost” are accurate and aren't artificially marked up by
those getting a cut of the total bond issue?

If we do all this, we have a feeling that we'll be able to
get just as much accomplished with a smaller price. That
means we pay less interest on the bond issue and get
more bang for our taxpayer dollars. 

Once we have the ideal bond issue created, it's up to the
district to communicate the specific needs or enhance-
ments that each improvement or remodel addresses. 

Cut the new age words. Cut the marketing language,
and just be honest.

Selling the phrase of a “collaborative learning space” to
an 80-year-old who attended a one-room schoolhouse and
is now just trying to make tax payments on their home
may be a hard sell. Explaining that the school needs more
space to better educate children and make sure they're
ready to compete and succeed after leaving high school
might be a bit easier.

Give people credit. If you're honest with them and have
a good reason for what you're doing, they can be sensible.
Just as they can be unforgiving when they smell manure.
And finally, write language in the bond issue question
specific enough to bind the district to doing what it pro-
poses to do. The last bond issue was written vaguely
enough that voters would have approved what amounted
to a $61 million blank check.

All that said, we get that figured out and we'll be lead-
ing the charge. 

Newton can't address all its needs with its capitol im-
provement budget. Newton needs a bond issue to address
its needs. That bond issue is in the best interest of the
community in regard to growth and in regard to making
sure our children are best educated. We've got to find the
right answers to get this passed. And those right answers
are going to come from us, who know and live in the com-
munity, not some people who make their living slinging
bond issues. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board
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Community is welcome to attend annual meal
Thursday, Nov. 23, will mark the 22nd year for the

Community Thanksgiving Dinner. This dinner is for
anyone who doesn’t have a place to go for Thanksgiving
dinner or for anyone who just simply doesn’t want to
cook. There is no cost for the meal. 

Come and join us from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 23, at Grace Community
Church, 1600 S. Anderson, here in Newton.

We will serve turkey, ham, dressing, mashed potatoes,
gravy, corn, green beans, cranberries, sugar-free salad,
rolls, pie, cake, coffee and tea. You not only get a great
meal but also an opportunity for fellowship with the vol-
unteers and others who come to share the meal. If you
need meals delivered, call 283-2554 Thanksgiving morn-
ing after 10 a.m.

We would like to thank all the volunteers and busi-
nesses in advance for their help or for providing food for
the dinner. Thanks to First Baptist Church, Salem
United Methodist Church, Trinity Heights United
Methodist Church, Grace Community Church, Newton
Christian Church and First Church of God for your sup-
port. 

Bob and Jan Swickard, 
Planning committee members
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If you spend enough time on
Facebook, you see several no-
tifications posted by your less

cool friends about how “Today is
Fried Pie/Clean the Kitchen/Slap
a Friend Day.” Do I have to fry or
eat a pie? Or is this merely a sug-
gested time in which we are to re-
flect upon the contributions fried
pies have made to society? Clean-
ing the kitchen should probably
occur more frequently than this
annual holiday suggests. Finally,
slapping a friend? If you think
that sounds fun, your friends
need new friends.

Let’s get rid of all these dumb
daily holidays. If you want to go
on celebrating Clean the Kitchen
Day, you may, but I’m going to be
practicing for Thanksgiving. It’s
never too early to try on each pair
of jeans you own, eat a big meal,
and find the absolute stretchiest
pair. Better yet, go for the yoga
pants. Gentlemen, wear yoga
pants at your own discretion.

Instead, we should have semi-
respectable holidays that break
up our collective
Thanksgiving/Christmas stress.

All media sources must stop
talking about dieting a week be-
fore both Thanksgiving and
Christmas. They may resume as
soon as the holiday is over. The
first day of this holiday must be
celebrated with a collective sigh.
The rest of it must be celebrated
with increased self-confidence and
stretchier pants. The name of this
holiday will be, The Only Breach
of the First Amendment That We
All Agree Is OK. 

If I hear one more person sug-
gest I replace my turkey dressing
with a kale mush, I will no longer

be responsible for my actions.
Kale will never replace the salty,
buttery, carb-y goodness that is
dressing and its rightful place in
my stomach.

Instead of Black Friday, we
should have an actual blackout.
Stores should remain closed, and
people should use as little artifi-
cial light as possible. This addi-
tional day off, delaying the craze
of super! super! low deals, will
give us sufficient time to hydrate
and overcome the turkey induced
lethargy. Blackout Friday should
be spent drinking water in dimly
lit rooms while doing quiet activi-
ties in quiet voices and occasion-
ally, quietly, nibbling a carrot.
Light activity breaks should be
taken out of doors throughout the
day. This is the only way to re-
cover from gross inebriation,
gross consumption of fats, and
over-exposure to the in-laws.

Two weeks before both Thanks-
giving and December should be
deadlines for announcements
about dietary restrictions.

Are you going gluten free? Not
because your doctor said you
should, but because that one per-
son who drives you craziest is now

vegetarian and you desperately
want to one up their arrogant
lunch-time lectures? Do you no
longer eat celery, mostly because
you find it stringy and gross?
Have you realized that shellfish
give you a slightly itchy tongue?

None of these can be announced
13 days before the Big Meal. If it
isn’t life threatening (no one in
the family thinks an itchy tongue
is life threatening), it can’t be an-
nounced any closer to the biggest
culinary events of your mother’s
year. You have no idea how long
she’s been planning this menu.
These days will be known as
Speak Your Intolerance Now! I
and II. If you are intolerant of
other racial, cultural, or religious
groups, there may be a day for an-
nouncing that, but this is not it.

With the holidays being some of
the most stressful times of the
year, we should take the time to
assure we are at our best. There’s
no use worrying about those few
extra pounds, because guess
what, everyone else is worrying
about the same thing. I cannot
stress how important it is to be
functioning at your physical and
mental best before driving a car
in holiday traffic or steering a
cart in Target on Black Friday.

For those of us who are not yet
hosting our own family get togeth-
ers, put the dishes in the dish
washer, eat around the celery, and
thank your hosts. We can get
through the holidays, and we will
be stronger on the other side!

Lila Tibbets is a Newton 
resident, farm girl and 

unrepentant enjoyer of all things 
Thanksgiving. 

We need a Thanksgiving manifesto Guest Editorial
KPI to legislators: ‘To the

rear, march’

Seated beside 50 to 60 friends
and family, who gathered in a
tiny chapel to pay respects, I

pondered all the mentors who
knowingly and inadvertently aimed
me in the right direction through
the years.

Robert (Bob) Dankenbring was
one of those guys.

Most people may say living to be
89 years old was admirable, but
having worked beside him, I saw a
person whose energy was bigger
than life. So it was surreal as we
gathered to say our goodbyes.

Having served in the Army and
then worked at newspapers almost
his entire adult life, Bob gave me
my first “real” job in the newspaper
business after I served as a carrier.

I met him when I was a route
substitute and then, when I deliv-
ered two routes, six-days-a-week.
Needing a job for my approaching
senior year vocational education
class, I decided to ask about work-
ing in the back shop at the same
newspaper, where several seniors
before me had carved out a niche
for on-the-job-training.

That year, I worked weekday
mornings from 8-9:30, helping tear
down the classified pages of the
newspaper, back when they were
still pasted together with coated
paper and hot wax. I returned each
afternoon for my final hour of class
to help burn plates and catch the
folded papers coming off a conveyor
from a three-unit Goss Community
press.  

It was also during that time
when I found a true mentor in Bob,
who was my supervisor and who
shared amazing mechanical skills
with a wet-behind-the-ears 17-
year-old. Through his training, I
soon discovered a passion for hold-
ing the product of our labor when it
rolled off the press each afternoon.

This was the guy, who asked me

to work with him when we ran Pio-
neer Farm and Ranch circulars on
Saturday afternoons after our 8
a.m.-1 p.m. shift ended—often to
the tune of 50,000 copies. On a
press that ran 9,000 impressions
per hour at top speed, you’ll under-
stand why I also learned some col-
orful language from him when the
web broke or something else went
wrong that prevented us from mak-
ing it home in time for supper.

But Bob was also the guy who
made sure I had a place to work
every summer, winter and spring
during breaks from college.

I learned so much in those mo-
ments when we replaced parts, re-
timed a press unit to run color or I
needed help troubleshooting a
problem because I hadn’t yet
learned patience.

He was so much more, too. He
was the guy who bought me my
very first beer after work one Fri-
day night after I graduated from
high school. It was a hefty fish bowl
of Miller High Life at a little tavern
called, the Farmers Club. Three of
us walked the block and a half from
the newspaper office—Bob, who
was officially known as the produc-
tion manager, our composition de-
partment manager and me. To a
fresh-out-of-high-school kid, drink-
ing that beer was a coming-of-age
moment.

He always asked me to join him

and our sports editor—another of
my mentors—at coffee break, too,
where we gathered at the most
popular location in town—a bakery
known for fresh nut rolls and
maple sticks.

After he retired, I recall a conver-
sation relayed to me by my dad
from a grocery store visit, where
Bob said that he enjoyed reading
my columns. But Dad wasn’t sup-
posed to tell me, because Bob didn’t
want me getting a big head about
it. 

Eventually, Bob’s health deterio-
rated, and he and his wife entered
an assisted living home in another
town. I wasn’t able to stay in con-
tact as much as I once did, but I
often thought about him and hoped
he was able to stay up-to-date with
my life through the hometown
newspaper that he always sub-
scribed to.

So, while it was sad knowing I
would never again be able to share
a mutual disgust with him over cer-
tain politics, I enjoyed looking
through the many photos his fam-
ily shared from the newspaper of-
fice. They spawned literally
hundreds of memories of him.

It also reminded me how I be-
lieve everyone has mentors placed
strategically throughout their lives.
But it’s up to us individually to de-
cide whether to embrace them or
simply walk away.  

Today, who I am is in part thanks
to the mentorship of my friend and
work colleague, Bob. And, for those
of us who understood how special
he was, we’re all a little better be-
cause of it.

Ken Knepper, whose entire list of
mentors revolve around the newspa-

per business in some capacity, can
be reached at

Ken.Knepper@gmail.com.

Newspaper mentors have had a big effect on my life

TIBBETS’ TIDBITS

LILA TIBBETS

CONVERSATION PIECE

KEN KNEPPER

joking to a look of shock, a
dread spreading across
one woman’s face. Cancer

still takes lives.
I’m really glad Kyle is

cancer free, as are a lot of
people in town who know
him. I was one of the peo-
ple he sent a group text
to, notifying us he was

cancer free. That was a
good day.

That's something that
happens in journalism—
we get to walk alongside
other people in their jour-
neys. It's an interesting

career.
Wendy Nugent is the

features editor at Newton
Now. She can be reached

at wendy@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-

7899.

POSITIVE
From Page 6

The Kansas Policy Institute, Charles Koch’s state lob-
bying arm, has issued its marching orders to legislators
as they prep for perhaps the toughest and most signifi-
cant session in the state’s history.

Unfortunately, if predictably, the command is, “To the
rear, march.”

Legislators who will convene in January are already
working on a response to the Kansas Supreme Court’s
October order requiring a substantial increase in public
school funding. The order is backed up by the harsh
human and political reality that the court could prevent
schools opening next year if the funding does not pass
constitutional muster. 

The KPI’s plan was unveiled in this space Oct. 26 by
its president, Dave Trabert. The manifesto begins cyni-
cally, Trabert writing that, while there are legitimate
reasons to argue for simply defying the Kansas
Supreme Court’s order, that would not be good for stu-
dents, who are, he contends, at the heart of KPI’s in-
volvement in the issue. It closes by urging legislators to
follow a three-step plan that is a classic passive-aggres-
sive substitute for outright defiance and which, if car-
ried out, surely would be seen by the court as defiance.
The difference between the beginning and the end of the
manifesto is negligible.

The KPI is associated with the ultra-conservative
American Legislative Exchange Council, which churns
out cookie-cutter “model” legislation and rewards local
officials and legislators with trips to nice places, where
they are propagandized in the philosophies of the far
right, small government establishment. Koch founda-
tions also heavily support ALEC.

Insofar as educating children goes, the unexpressed
long-term aim of KPI and ALEC is to dismantle public
education, and that process would get another push if
the 2018 Legislature followed API’s plan.

Kansas’ dedication to public schools predate its state-
hood: the 19th Century Territorial Legislature decided
that there must be a school within walking distance of
every student. In 1966, the legislature and people ap-
proved a constitutional amendment requiring that the
legislature make “suitable provision for finance of edu-
cational interests.” 

The state school board and various governors and leg-
islators have been arguing off-and-on since then, includ-
ing the last 20 years, about what that means. At one
point early in this century, the matter seemed to have
been settled in a lawsuit, but during the 2008 recession,
the legislature cut back the court-ordered funds, leading
to new litigation.

The court is now understandably fed up. In October,
in its sharpest language yet, it reminded the state that
for “most years between 2002 and 2019 […] inadequacy
(of funding) has been judicially declared to exist. […]
With that regrettable history […] in mind […] we will
not allow ourselves to be placed in the position of being
complicit actors in the continuing deprivation” of educa-
tion.

That should be clear enough. Legislators must under-
stand, even if KPI doesn’t, that evasion of constitutional
responsibility is no longer an option and that continued
obeisance to KPI’s cut-taxes, shrink-government mantra
would be a very poor choice.

The only viable alternative is a tax increase. Nobody
loves that idea, of course, but if the public schools do not
open next fall or a major constitutional crisis paralyzes
the entire state, Kansans would not have any trouble
identifying who is at fault. And it won’t be the people in
the black robes, who are doing what the constitution re-
quires of them and settling a dispute between two par-
ties who agreed years ago that the court has jurisdiction
to decide.

Davis Merritt, Wichita journalist and author, can be
reached at dmerritt9@cox.net.

Say what?
Be thankful for what
you have; you’ll end up
having more. If you 
concentrate on what
you don’t have, you will
never, ever have
enough.

Oprah Winfrey

CONTACT YOUR LEADERS
Newton Commissioner Glen Davis
316-283-8976
glendavis3@cox.net

Newton Mayor Barth Hague
316-283-2785
hague@mail.com

Newton Commissioner Leroy Koehn
316-772-3166
ldkoehn@kpc.kscoxmail.com

Newton Vice Mayor David A. Nygaard
316-207-7934
dnygaard@cox.net

Newton Commissioner Kathy Valentine
316-516-4691
happyvalentine@cox.net

North Newton Mayor Ron Braun
316-283-7990
rdbraun@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Gregg
Dick
316-283-1366
greggd@bethelks.edu

North Newton Council Member Jim
Goering
316-284-0786
sgoering02@gmail.com

North Newton Council Member Paul
Harder
316-283-8262

phhefh@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Ron
Ratzlaff
316-283-2566
ratzlaff@cox.net

North Newton Council Member Jane
Schmidt
316-283-6251
jschmidt@bethelks.edu

Harvey County Commissioner George
A. “Chip” Westfall
316-283-5360
chipw58@cox.net
Harvey County Commissioner Randy
Hague
316-284-7340
randy@haguespaint.com

74th KS Representative District
Don Schroeder
State House, Room 512-N
Kansas House of Representatives
Topeka, KS 66612
785 296-7500
don.schroeder@house.ks.gov

72nd KS Representative District
Tim Hodge
State House, Room 459-W
Kansas House of Representatives
Topeka, KS 66612
785-296-7671
tim.hodge@house.ks.gov
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“To come and eat, it’s
free,” Swickard added,
saying anyone can donate
if they wish, and that
money goes toward Har-
vest of Love, a local food
drive.

Last year, $2,000 was
raised, which was one of
the highest numbers
they’ve had.

This year’s meal will be
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. Thanksgiving Day,
Nov. 23, at Grace Com-
munity Church, 1600 S.
Anderson in Newton.
Those who wish to have
meals delivered can call
316-283-2554 after 10
a.m. on Thanksgiving.
There’s also dine-in and
carryout options. The
meal is for anyone; there
are no income require-
ments.

In addition, anyone
who wishes to volunteer
can show up at 11 a.m.
that day at the church.

“We have a family that
is not on the planning
committee that has par-
ticipated for the past 19
or 20 years,” Swickard
said, adding they started
when the kids were
around 5 and 6 years old,
and now that the kids are
grown, they still partici-
pate.

She said the son lives
out of state and is coming
back this Thanksgiving to
help out.

“Kids grew up doing
this, and he comes back,”
Swickard said.

The Swickards good-
naturedly said the family
basically takes over the
kitchen.

“I just find that inspir-
ing,” Swickard said.
“They just show up and
work their tails off.”

This year, Swickard
said the mom can’t make
it, but the dad and kids
will be there.

“I stay out of the way,”
Bob said, jokingly. “It’s a
pretty good project be-
cause we get so much
help. It makes it easier
for everyone because we
get so much the day of.”

He said one man called
him up and said he
wanted to cook a turkey
for the event. The day of,
at the meal site, volun-
teer work might include
washing dishes, serving,
doing name tags or cut-
ting pies.

“A guy who lives in
Kansas City comes to
help with the dinner
every year,” Bob said,
adding the man’s mom
lives in Newton, and he
assists with carryouts
every year.

They also could use
people at 1:30 p.m. to
help clean up.

During the years, the
event has grown from
about 200 served to
around 1,000, and First
Baptist Church had the
meal the first year or two.

This year, they plan to
run two kitchens at
Grace—one for the dine-
in meal and another for
carryout. The small
kitchen will be for carry-
out.

Swickard said people
are grateful for the meal.

“Constantly,” she said.
“This is for everyone. This
is just an opportunity for
people to come and eat
with other people.”

This includes folks who
don’t have families
around and anyone else.

Swickard said that, last
year, she helped with car-
ryout, and there was a
grandma and grand-
daughter getting a couple
of plates of food to go. The
little girl asked her
grandma if they could get
more food, and the
grandma said they were
just getting one plate
each. Swickard said she
could tell there wasn’t
much food in the house.

“It touches the heart of
those working,” Swickard
said.

Also, when volunteers
deliver food, sometimes
they can tell folks they
deliver to really need food
and tell them if there are
any leftovers from the
meal they can go pick
them up or the volunteers
offer to deliver those.

In keeping with giving,
the following churches
are involved in the meal:
First Baptist Church,
Salem United Methodist
Church, Trinity Heights
United Methodist
Church, Grace Commu-
nity Church, Newton
Christian Church and
First Church of God.

MEAL
From Page 1

The story began with news re-
ports and information disseminat-
ing through the community that
the commission was discussing
selling the park. People opposed
to the idea, such as Brandon Nel-
son as well as Kindy and Harms,
showed up to subsequent meet-
ings to speak against the idea to
the commission. Those same peo-
ple privately contacted commis-
sioners or county administration
about the issue. 

At the time, the commission
discussed needed repairs to the
park, a looming property tax cap
and possible capitol improvement
projects at other parks that Camp
Hawk’s sale would pay for.

The county, following the dis-
cussions, decided to move forward
with the resolution selling the
park. 

“We were told that if we wanted
to get involved in the process, we
could petition the resolution and
try to send it to a vote,” Kindy
said. 

And that's what they did. 
Kindy, Harms and Nelson knew

each other through the disc golf
community around the park. Oth-
ers, such as Brittany Welch, who
also sits on the parks board,
began organizing for the petition
campaign. 

“Dan and I have formed a
friendship with Brandon and a lot
of guys playing disc golf together,”
Kindy said. “That friendship has
developed past disc golf.”

Those core participants, in the
early days, all had various rea-
sons for wanting to see the park
saved. 

Nelson and Welch helped organ-
ize disc golf tournaments at the
park. Welch said she loved county
parks, and the reason she served
on the parks board is because she
cared about the institutions. 

Harms, who now owns House of
Glass in Newton, recalled the var-
ious times when he was younger
and broke and spent his free time
playing disc golf and how it was a
good activity for everyone. He re-
membered donating to put in the
disc golf course at Camp Hawk—
the first time he gave back to the
community, he said, with his busi-
ness. He recalled the emotional
investment he felt with the park,
spending years visiting it in his
free time. 

Kindy mentioned disc golf but
also his personal history with the
park with birthday parties, wed-
ding receptions and rehearsal din-
ners all being held at Camp
Hawk. He also said his personal
philosophies influenced him.

“I have an affinity for green
space,” he said. “I go to a Mennon-
ite church in town. The idea of
green space and parks and people
having leisure space is important
to me as an individual.”

The group grew, bringing in
others who were organizing to
save the park.

Professor James Juhnke at
Bethel, who at one time taught
Kindy, became involved. 

The movement now had a
strong knot of motivated people.
Then they got to work. 

***

Soon the organizers had a Face-
book group created, which gained
followers each day. Today, it has
over 1,000 members. 

Kindy, and Harms credited that
group with helping to build sup-
port for the park. It served as a
way to organize and as a way to
share news and media coverage
about the entire issue. 

More and more people joined it
and continued asking the big
question: “Where's the petition we
can sign?”

“We had to say, 'Wait a second;
let's clear the legal hurdle,’”
Harms said. “We're like, 'No, we're
doing the petition, but we've got to
clear this hurdle.'”

The hurdle was making sure
they had their protest petition cor-
rectly formatted. The group hired
a lawyer to work on the wording
of their petition and to advise
them on how exactly to do what
they wanted to do. 

“If you didn't have the under-
standing that an attorney gives
you, and you just wrote something
up and they would have thrown it
out. You have to have that,”
Harms said. 

They needed petitions from reg-
istered voters who lived at the
same address they were regis-
tered at. The carriers of the peti-
tion needed to be registered
voters. The petition sheets needed
to be notarized. And the county
attorney had to agree that their
petition was adequate and used
the correct language to be legally
binding.

“The core group, we felt the bur-
den of that,” Harms said. “What if
we don't get it right and we get
the signatures but it gets tossed
out?”

Eventually, after three different
drafts of the petition going back
and forth between the county and
Camp Hawk organizers, they
landed on the correct wording for
the petition. 

Kindy said he expected a few
people would help gather signa-
tures. The group got 35 people. 

They held meetings about the
process at Harm's business,

House of Glass. They informed
people how to do their job. And
they were off to work. 

In the end, they collected 1,300
signatures, well more than they
needed and more than a week be-
fore the date they were due. 

Kindy said organizers wanted
to build in time to make sure all
their ducks were in a row.

“We just wanted to make sure
that there wasn't any kind of loop-
hole we ended up in at the end of
the process,” Kindy said. 

And the preparation paid off.
They got their wish to give Har-
vey County voters the chance to
decide on selling the park or not.

***

While the vote was months
away, the group continued to pre-
pare. Harms changed his schedule
to attend Monday county commis-
sion meetings. He estimated he's
hit about 85 percent of them in a
year-long stretch. Kindy and Nel-
son were also regular faces at the
meetings. Harms would take
notes and on occasion report back
to the group on discussions. 

As the vote drew nearer, the
group's campaign kicked into ac-
tion. Nelson, who can be described
as a passionate speaker and
writer, continued to put out infor-
mation about the Camp Hawk
vote. As a graphic designer, he
helped with the vote's marketing
materials. Welch, who volun-
teered for the Paul Davis and
Dennis McKinney campaigns, put
her political experience to work,
organizing strategy and the even-
tual door-to-door information cam-
paign that would follow.

Harms continued to offer his
business as a meeting place and
to keep tabs. Kindy, who works as
a fundraising organizer, used his
budgetary experience to continue
to pour through county budgets to
gain information surrounding the
park. 

Signs went up. Letters to the
editor were sent to local papers.
Volunteers knocked on doors
throughout the county.

“We were working on a cause

that we ended up finding that lots
of the community was passionate
about,” Kindy said of the experi-
ence. 

And the rest is history. 
“We wouldn't have known that

at the beginning of the story, but
at the end of the story, the fact
that it passed overwhelmingly, the
other part of our success tells us
the community was really in favor
of what we were doing.”

***

The day after, Harms and a
number of other Camp Hawk sup-
porters went out to play disc golf
at the park they saved the day be-
fore. 

“All the stress was gone,”
Harms said. “It was just enjoyable
to be out. A lot of what they said
today will take it back to what I
remember it being.”

Harms couldn't estimate the
hours he or the many others had
put into the campaign, but he said
they were worth it. He said he
plans to continue to pay attention
to local government, as do the oth-
ers interviewed for the story. 

“I do think we're at least awake
and focused on our county govern-
ment,” he said. “We think there's
things there. We plan to stay en-
gaged. I plan on being at meetings
frequently.”

The Monday county commission
meeting following the vote, the
county had a memo listing
$31,000 worth of improvements to
the park to be made to get it up to
snuff. Commissioners gave con-
sent to the process, noting the will
of Harvey County citizens.

Kindy said he's glad to see the
park being brought back to the
shape he remembers and glad
that it has a future. It made the
past year work it.

“If there's ever a moment where
you felt like you did the right
thing for your community, that's
the night I felt that,” he said.
“That's me being proud of Harvey
County, and it was a pride mo-
ment to see the community come
together.”

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Brandon Nelson, Jeremy Kindy, Brittany Welch and Daniel Harms as well as family, friends and Camp Hawk supporters take a celebra-
tory photo at an election watch party on Nov. 7. 

HAWK
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North Newton talks about hiring fourth full-time officer

The North Newton city
council spent a good
amount of time dis-
cussing hiring a fourth
full time officer at its
monthly meeting. 

North Newton Police
Chief Randy Jordan
opened the discussion by
expressing his desire to
be able to rotate officers
off of night shifts. With
the current staffing set
up, this is not an option.
Jordan also indicated his
apprehensions with con-
tinuing to rely on the
sheriff ’s department or
the City of Newton for
coverage of North New-
ton during times when
no North Newton officer
is on duty, which is a re-
ality at this point. 

However, the addition
of a fourth officer will
not wean North Newton
off its dependence on
other entities for cover-
age.

Jordan continued
making his case by
bringing in examples of
cities with similar popu-
lations as North Newton.
The City of Halstead
was used as an example,
which currently employs
four full time officers but
has been handling half
the case load of North
Newton, 130 versus 250.

Jordan asserted his
strong displeasure with
relying on other entities

to pick up calls or prob-
lems that arise, prima-
rily because shifts are
not being covered. 

North Newton resi-
dent Lori Jenkins ex-
pressed her opinions on
the matter after Jordan’s
initial presentation.
Jenkins questioned
whether there would be
a way to cover the city
without the burden of
hiring a fourth officer. In
his presentation, Jordan
also indicated that,
while on duty, North
Newton patrol officers
have assisted in re-
sponding to calls outside
North Newton. 

Jenkins indicated her
reservations of paying
for local law enforcement
but having that service
leave the city to respond
to other calls. Jordan an-
swered this apprehen-
sion with a hypothetical
situation with the moral
of the story being North
Newton assists when
possible in order to en-
sure assistance for fu-
ture instances.

Jordan also stated
that North Newton offi-
cers never leave the city
unless dispatch instructs
them to. 

Another resident, Kurt
Friesen, expressed con-
cern of burn out for cur-
rent officers.
Councilman Ron Rat-
zlaff questioned Jordan
on if North Newton had
a plan in place for cover-
ing shifts in the event
that officers would need

mandatory time off, for
instance after an officer
would be involved in a
shooting. Jordan indi-
cated that no such plan
exists at this time. 

No decisions were
made or finalized after
discussion. This will be a
continued point of con-
versation in future city
council meetings.

During the citizen
comments time, resident
Siobhan Scarry ex-
pressed her concern for

safety at the flashing
caution light located at
27th Street and K-15
Highway. Scarry shared
her desire to have the
yellow light be replaced
with red or to have a full
stop light installed at
the intersection. The
council tabled conversa-
tion on the subject to the
end of the meeting, dur-
ing which time it was de-
cided that a letter would
be sent to KDOT, peti-
tioning for change to be

made at that intersec-
tion. The council also
elected to send a letter
to resident Scarry,
thanking her for bring-
ing attention to this
issue. 

Other agenda items
covered included the ap-
proval of the Annual
Kansas Day Celebration
at Kauffman Museum.
The council approved the
establishment and cre-
ation of the North New-
ton Area Environmental
Fund within the North
Newton Community
Foundation. The fund’s
primary purpose would
be for prairie restoration
and management, en-
couragement of environ-
mentally sound
practices, and beautifi-
cation practices within
North Newton.

The council approved
the cost statements for
the extension of water
and sewer projects for
Northwoods Plaza. A
public hearing has been
scheduled for Monday,
Dec. 11, at 7:30 p.m. for
the proposed assess-
ments of these projects.

Council approved a
proposal of Knudsen,
Monroe and Company
for an audit of the 2017
North Newton financial
statements.

The new skid steer ar-
rived, the purchase of
which was approved in
the previous meeting.

Finally, the accounts
payable amount was ap-
proved for payment. 

BY REECE HIEBERT
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

The council approved
the cost statements
for the extension of
water and sewer
projects for 
Northwoods Plaza.  
A public hearing has
been scheduled for
7:30 p.m. Monday,
Dec. 11.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

OBITUARIES

Thursday, Nov. 16.
11:30 p.m.—Friendship meal at Grand Central Senior

Center 
5:30 p.m.—Women's Community Fund Awards Cere-

mony, Old Mill Plaza and conference room
6 to 8 pm.—American Legion - Open Grill followed by

Bingo night, 400 S. Spencer Road.
6:30 p.m.—Newton Toastmasters meeting
7 p.m.—Third Thursday book discussion, “The His-

tory of Love” by Nicole Krauss. Newton Public Library.

Friday, Nov. 17
6:30 p.m.—Newton Area Cancer Support Group soup

supper, Shalom Mennonite Church, 800 E. First St.

Saturday, Nov. 18
8 a.m.—30th annual Christmas market at Newton

Rec Center, 415 N. Poplar
1 p.m.—Book signing for the children's book “Kibby

Gets a Little Sister” with Andrea Cassell at Faith and
Life Book Store

7 p.m.—Fundraising dance for Grand Central HVAC
system at Grand Central Senior Center

Sunday, Nov. 19
7 to 11:30 a.m.—American Legion Post Breakfast.

Monday, Nov. 20
9 a.m.—County commission meeting at county court-

house 
7 p.m.—Fall puppet show Newton Public Library
7 p.m.—Square dance at Grand Central

Tuesday, Nov. 21
American Legion Post closed.
3-5 p.m.—Tech help at the Newton Public Library
7 p.m.—Genealogy discussion, Newton Public Library
7 p.m.—Book signing for “Remnants: Prairie Gas Sta-

tions Remembered” at the Newton Public Library

Wednesday, Nov. 22
7 p.m.—Newton School District Bond Work session at

McKinley Administrative Building, bond work 

Thursday, Nov. 23
All day—Thanksgiving. 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.—Community Thanksgiving at

Grace Community Church

Nov 8
Arrests:
Alan Dansby, 32, New-

ton, probation violation,
100 Blk E Sixth St

Barbara York, 49, New-
ton, disorderly conduct,
500 Blk N. Main West
Alley

Molly Thomas, 23, New-
ton, possession of narcotic,
paraphernalia, 700 Blk W
Seventh St

Criminal Calls:
Burglary, 400 Blk W

Fifth St
Offenses against family,

600 Blk SE Fourth St
Criminal damage, 500

Blk W Fifth St
Criminal damage, 200

Blk W 10th St

Nov. 7
Arrests:
Mistie Garcia, 49, New-

ton, warrant, 1500 Blk E
Broadway St.

Criminal Calls:
Criminal trespass, 600

Blk Myrtle St
Criminal damage, 700

Blk N Logan St
Assault, 100 Blk W

Broadway St

Nov. 6
Arrests:
Sara Goins, 27, Newton,

theft, 1700 Blk S Kansas

Ave
Mackenzey Sangrait,

22, Newton, driving with
invalid license, 400 Blk
Main St

Tyla Powell, 26, New-
ton, warrant, 800 Blk N
Main St

Daniel Richardson, 35,
Newton, warrant, 300 Blk
N Main St

Albert Garcia, 45, Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk E
Eighth St

Ryan Nafzinger, 37, Ar-
lington, warrant, 1800
Blk Severance, Hutchin-
son

Joshua Rosiere, 19,
Hutchinson, warrant,
1800 Blk Severance,
Hutchinson

Criminal Calls:
Larceny, 1200 Blk N

Main St
Larceny, 400 Blk N Ash

St

Nov. 5
Arrests:
Tristan Seigworth, 31,

Pratt, warrant, 100 Blk S
Washington St, Pratt

Megan Stephens, 27,
Winfield, battery on law
enforcement officer, 1400
Blk Old Main St

Donald David, 64, New-
ton, criminal trespass,
Newton Medical Center

Patrick Danford, 19,

Newton, contributing to
child misconduct, shelter-
ing a runaway, 400 Blk N
Ash St

Matthew Cook, 27,
Greenbrier, Ark., distribu-
tion of marijuana, I-135
mile marker 31 – 17-4010

Maurice Unruh, 30,
Newton, contribute to a
child's misconduct, pos-
session of marijuana, 400
Blk N Ash St. 

Jarred Grinder, 25,
Conway, Ark., distribution
of marijuana, I-135 Mile
Marker 31

Criminal Calls:
Burglary, 200 Blk SW

Fourth St
Domestic disturbance,

1600 Blk E Second St

Nov 4
Arrests:
Christopher Machen,

24, Newton, criminal
damage to  property, 1400
Blk Old Main St

Samuel Worthingotn,
36, Newton, DUI, 1400
Blk Old Main St

Bonnie Biddle, 46, Wi-
chita, DUI, I-135 Mile
Marker 36

Criminal Calls:
DUI, 1400 Blk Old

Main St
Burglary, 300 Blk W

Sixth St

Sex offenses, 900 blk S
Poplar St

Burglary, 200 Blk N
Pine St

Assault, 400 Blk E Sec-
ond St 

Nov. 3
Arrests:
Christian Craig, 29,

Marrow Bay, Calif., war-
rant, I-135 mile marker
36

Chasity Adrian, 32,
Mulvane, warrant, 100
Blk N Main St

Criminal Calls:
Criminal damage, 500

blk E 10th St
Assault, 500 Blk W

Third St
Fraud, 1000 Blk Wash-

ington Rd
DWS, 100 Blk N Main

St
Larceny, 1600 Blk E

Second St
Fraud, 600 Blk Moor-

lands Ln
Fraud, 600 Blk Moor-

lands Ln

Nov. 2
Arrests:
Daniel Moats, 46, Wi-

chita, driving while habit-
ual violator, I-135 mile
marker 28

Nicholas Huddleston,
32, Newton, warrant, 600
Blk SE Fourth St

Helen J. Allen passed
away Oct. 28, 2017, in
Newton.

She was born Oct. 2,
1918, to John and Anna
Dudte at the family farm
north of Newton, one of
eight children. She mar-
ried Ralph Allen on Nov.
30, 1939. Together, they
established Ralph’s Grill
in the 400 block of North
Main, serving meals to
residents of Newton and
countless travelers until
the early 1960s. She
worked as a bookkeeper
at the courthouse before
marrying, then she
worked for the restaurant
and later at Unruh’s Serv-
ice. 

She was a talented
homemaker, gardener,
seamstress and cook, and
was very proud to be in-
dependent. 

She lived her last 63
years in the house she
and Ralph built on a lot
of family land that was
part of the holdings of her

grandfather that included
much of North Newton.  

She is survived by her
sisters, Dorothy Unruh of
Newton and Elsie John-
son of Fountain Hills
Ariz.; four children, Boni
Craven of Pine Bluff,
Ark., David Allen (Deb-
bie) of Golden Valley,
Minn., Shirley Allen of
Palmetto, Fla., and Tom
Allen (Sally) of Wichita;
three grandchildren; and
three great-grandchil-
dren.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Ralph Allen, her parents,
her brothers, Fred and
Harry Dudte, and her
sisters, Margaret Gates,
Gertrude Jeter and Mary
Williams. 

A private family serv-
ice will be held. Petersen
Funeral Home Newton is
in charge of arrange-
ments.

Her spirit and humor
will be missed but lives
on in all of us.

HELEN J. ALLEN

Donald
Vance
Hendry has
passed into
eternity with
the Lord
Jesus on
Nov. 10,
2017. 

He was
born on May
15, 1929, in Chicago to E.
Lloyd and Kathryn Mur-
phy Hendry. 

At 17 years of age, he
quit school and left home
to join the world war to
stop Hitler.

After the war, his par-
ents had relocated to
Newton, where he met
and married his sweet-
heart, Beverly Mills
Hendry. They were mar-
ried for 49 years, and she
passed in 2001.

He was preceded in
death by his parents, his
wife’s parents, two broth-
ers and three brothers-
in-law. He also was
preceded in death by his
two adored grandsons,
Christopher D. Schmidt
and Jeremy A. Burdick of
Hutchinson. 

Surviving him is his
granddaughter, Shauna
A. Burdick of Hutchin-
son; and two children,
Randel R. Hendry and
wife Nicki of Wichita and
his daughter, Susan K.
Schmidt and husband
Douglas of Hutchinson. 

In his life, he has had
three children named
after him, one his first-
born great-grandson,
Vance K. Burdick. He

has many
grandchildren,
great-grand-
children and
great-great-
grandchildren
whom he
adored. Many
children along
the way, whom
he loved like

his grandchildren, also
called him grandpa. He
was a very loved and re-
spected man. 

He retired from the
Department of Correc-
tions, where he worked
for 35 years, the last 23
as the major, head of se-
curity.

His memorial service
will be at 2 p.m. Thurs-
day, Nov. 16, at Petersen
Funeral Home, 215 N.
Main in Newton.

The service will be by
Donald’s last pastor he
loved, Pastor Gary
Salmans.

He will be buried at
the Walton Cemetery, at
Walton after the service.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nate to the memory care
of Brookdale, Hutchin-
son, or the wonderful
Heartland Hospice of Wi-
chita, both which offered
much love and comfort
and will for other fami-
lies who need them. Go
rest high on that moun-
tain, go in Love; you will
be missed until we meet
again.

Friends may leave con-
dolences online for the
family at www.hutchin-
sonfc.com.

DONALD VANCE HENDRY

HOW TO RUN AN OBITUARY
Obituaries in Newton Now are free as

long as they fit our newspaper style. We see
a death in our community as a news item
that people care about in Newton and
North Newton. 

If you have an obituary that should run
in Newton Now please send it to:  
wendy@harveycountynow.com and it will
run as soon as we can get it online and in
the Thursday print edition as well.  If you
want a special obituary or message printed
in this section, please contact Bruce Be-
hymer for pricing at: bbehymer@buy-
ersedgeks.com. 

Usually a paid obituary doesn’t run more
than $10-$20. 

Elva Dora
“Swede” (Hei-
del) Unruh
went to be
with her Lord
and Savior and
the Love of her
Life (Roland)
on Nov. 8,
2017. Elva was
born Jan. 4,
1925, in Council Grove to
George William and Sid-
ney Alice (Campbell) Hei-
del.

In 1927, the family,
which consisted of her par-
ents, brother, George
Campbell Heidel, and sis-
ters, Virginia Belle Heidel
and Norma Maxine Heidel,
moved to Marion. In 1928,
a brother, Vernon Lee Hei-
del, was born. 

Elva attended Bown
Corby Grade School and
junior and senior high
school in Marion, where
she graduated in 1943.
After graduation, she

worked as a
telephone oper-
ator. In 1949,
she married
Roland Unruh.
They lived in
California for
20 years before
returning to
Kansas, where
she made her

home until her death.
Elva was preceded in

death by her parents and
all of her brothers and sis-
ters.

She will be missed by
many nieces, nephews and
friends.

Graveside memorial
service was on Tuesday,
Nov. 14, at the Marion City
Cemetery in Marion, with
Pastor Carl Helm presid-
ing.

Family suggests memo-
rials to the American
Heart Association in care
of Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton.

ELVA DORA ‘SWEDE’ UNRUH

Kenneth E. Martin, 84,
died Tuesday, Nov. 14,
2017, in Newton.

A native of Newton
born to Roy J. and Elva
Jeeter Martin, Kenneth
was the last of seven sib-
lings.

As a drill sergeant, he
served in Korea, Vietnam
and two tours in Ger-
many. Kenneth retired as
a first sergeant after 30
years of service.

Kenneth enjoyed paint-
ing various kinds of art-
work. He always was
available to help people
with moving and other
small projects. Since he
was very handy at car-
pentry work, Kenneth
helped many small
churches by doing remod-
eling and building.

He was a member of
the First Church of the
Nazarene.

His wife of 49 years,
Jeannine, survives at the
home in Newton. They
spent many hours work-
ing at the Bonita Park
Family Camp Grounds in
New Mexico, where they
enjoyed camping for
many years.

Memorial services will
be at 2 p.m. Friday, Nov.
17, at Broadway Colonial
Funeral Home in Newton,
with Chaplain David Be-
navides of Harry Hynes
Memorial Hospice offici-
ating. Private inurnment
will be at the Greenwood
Cemetery in Newton.

There will be no visita-
tion or viewing, as crema-
tion has been effected.

Condolences may be
left at www.broadway-
colonialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

KENNETH E. MARTIN

Hickersons to celebrate
60 years of marriage

The Rev. Loren "Bill"
and Karen (Pummill)
Hickerson were married
Nov. 27, 1957, at First
Christian Church, Newton.

They celebrated at Table
Rock Lake in July with
their four children, Dan
(Jennifer) Hickerson, Wi-
chita, David (Geri) Hicker-
son, Wichita, Cindi
(Merrit) Forney, Lees Sum-

mit, Mo., and Marc
(Jamie) Hickerson, Spring-
field, Mo.; 16 grandchil-
dren; and 12
great-grandchildren (with
two on the way).

Friends are invited to a
reception in their honor
from 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 25, at First United
Church of Christ, 210 E.
Fourth, Newton.

Laurel Woodward-
Breckhill wanted it clari-
fied about her regarding
the Bethel College Acad-

emy of Performing Arts
story printed last week
she lived in Northern Ire-
land and not Ireland. 

CLARIFICATION

Vehicle, nearly a pound of pot
seized following traffic stop 

The Newton Police
searched and seized a vehi-
cle following a traffic stop
at mile marker 31 of U.S.
Interstate 135.

Matthew Cook, 27, of
Greenbrier, Ark., and
Jarred Grinder, 25, of Con-
way, Ark., were arrested on
charges of distributing
marijuana. 

Newton Police Lt. Scott
Powell said a Newton Ca-
nine Unit pulled the vehi-
cle over on the highway, as

they had a bracket on their
license plate that ob-
structed the identification
on the tag of what state
they were from. 

Police searched the vehi-
cle, and Powell said they
found receipts for $1,200
worth of marijuana prod-
ucts purchased from Col-
orado. 

They seized 14.5 ounces
of marijuana in various
packages, as well as 160
grams of THC wax. Police
confiscated a Chevy Impala
the two were riding in. 

NEWTON NOW STAFF
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Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Your classified ad will appear in all of these papers - Hillsboro Free Press, Newton Now and The Herington
Times...reaching every Marion County household as well as Newton Now and Herington Times subscribers.

Line ads: 
$7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 
Classified Display: 

$12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25.50) Call 620-947-5702 or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!

Want to see your stuff in 
Newton Now?

We're looking for a few freelancers
to beef up our community coverage. 

A good applicant should...

• Have an interest in the community and the 

ability to snap a few photos.

• Cover some news & occasionally attend community events.

• An ability to pitch news stories would also be appreciated!

News background a plus, but not necessary. 

Compensation rates negotiable.

For more info contact 316-281-7899 
or email Adam@harveycountynow.com

Part-Time Administrative Assistant 
Needed at Newspaper Headquarters

A Quick Summary 
Newton Now, the leading local newspaper, is looking for a part-time Adminis-
trative Assistant at our quirky office in downtown Newton, KS. 

The Role
Our office is not the typical corporate office environment. Humor, hard-work
and excellent customer service skills are required. Reporting to the “Marketing
Dude,” this role is responsible for general office management and anything
and everything else that comes across your desk. Main responsibilities include
customer service via phone and in-person, mail, office supplies, office organ-
ization and entry level administrative tasks. This position is vital to our office.
You will be considered our office bad-ass and all around go-to person to get
things done. We are looking for someone with a sunny disposition, quick wit
and the willingness to go above and beyond. 

Your office hours will be 10:00am - 4:00pm, with an hour lunch, for a total of
25 hours per week. We are flexible and often have more hours available to you
if desired. Pay will be based on experience, benefits not included.

Software and Knowledge
Exceptional customer service skills and the ability to communicate clearly and
professionally are required. Basic computer skills are needed, we can teach
you a lot on the job. Your organizational skills are a key to our success. You
will wear a variety of different hats in this role, so the ability to transition from
one crazy task to the next is imperative. No two days in the office will be the
same....trust us, we love to mix things up!

Why work here?
We are a fun group to work with and we take local news seriously. We try to
be a great community partner and are always striving for the best. Being flex-
ible and a team player are musts for our culture. We have a small staff of em-
ployees but we all have big personalities. We are a sociable office and have an
appreciation for the not-so-boring. 

If this job opportunity sounds like your kind of crazy, please send
your resume and cover letter to shannin@harveycountynow.com

for consideration.

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

in Florence is accepting 

applications for a

clerk/cashier.

Health Insurance
401-K

Vacation

Apply in person 
at Hwy. 50

Florence, KS

Combine
Driver
Needed

Call Baker Furniture &
Carpet in Newton

316-283-8118

The Morris County Sheriff’s Department is 
accepting applications for a 

FULL TIME DISPATCHER
Applicant must be at least 18 years of age, have a high school
diploma or GED and must be able to pass a criminal history

background check and have a valid Drivers License
Applications and job description may be picked up 

at the Sheriff’s Office. EOE
Applications will be accepted until position is filled.

Openings at St. Luke

**Full-time CNA;
Nights/Evenings
**Part-time CNA;

Evening shift
**Part-time Social Service
Designee (CNA) 24/week 

Contact:  Janet Herzet,
Living Center Director
620-382-2177  Ext. 354

**Part-time Dietary 
Position

Contact:  Shawna Pierce,
Dietary Manager @ 

620-382-2177; Ext. 173
St. Luke Hospital and 

Living Center
535 S. Freeborn

Marion, KS  66861
Apply online @

www.slhmarionorg

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Salem Home currently
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash
PH: 620-947-2272

Or obtain an application at:
Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

FT C.N.A. Day shift

PT C.N.A.  Evening shift

PT Med Aide 
Evening Shift

Applications may 
be picked up at 

1500 E. Lawrence, Marion
Or call 620-382-2858 for

more information. 

Marion County Special
Education Coop 

has an opening for 

Paras at Goessel
High School  

IMMEDIATE OPENING
Marion County is seeking a 
person who likes to clean.

A custodial position
is now open for the Courthouse
complex.  Work involves prima-
rily custodial duties. Custodial

experience and some basic
maintenance knowledge pre-
ferred. Must be reliable and
able to work independently.
Background check required.
This position also includes

basic yard work and clearing
snow in the winter.  Full benefit
package. References required. 
Applications available at the
Marion County Clerk’s Office:
200 S. Third St., Suite 104,

Marion, KS or at 
www.marioncoks.net. 

For more information, contact
the County Clerk’s Office at
620-382-2185.  Open until

filled. EOE.  

Part Time Position
Transports the general public, including the elderly and persons
with disabilities, from one location to another within Harvey
County and the surrounding counties by means of KDOT mini-
vans and small buses.

Applicant must have neat appearance, ability to read and follow
a map, and a valid Commercial Driver's License with passenger
endorsement or willingness to obtain one within 30 days.

The position is included in the Kansas Department of Transporta-
tion (KDOT) drug and alcohol testing program. EOE

To apply for this position:
https://www.hrepartners.com/jobdetails.aspx?id=30005

or contact Linda at 316-284-6810

PRODUCTION HHELP WWANTED
MONDAY-FRIDAY

3rd shift  12:00am  -  8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

CITY OF HERINGTON 
DEPUTY CITY CLERK

POSITION OPENING
The City of Herington is looking for a qualified applicant with
1-3 years of similar or related experience having knowledge of

accounting and bookkeeping, computers, office procedures,
maintains accuracy, performs multiple tasks, read and interpret
reports, billing statements, written instructions, strong public

relation, organizational, oral and written communication 
skills are required.  After employment, employee is expected 

to have acquired the necessary information and skills to 
perform the job reasonably well within 6 months to a year.  

Applications and job description maybe be obtained 
at the Herington City Office, 17 North Broadway, 

Herington or via 
www.cityofherington.com> Your Government> Job Openings

Wage is DOQ 
EOE

If you are looking for a good
position, and a way to avoid
much of the travel commute
to larger cities, you may want

to give us a quick call.
We need workers with 

previous mfg. experience. 
We provide a competitive

wage, quarterly merit bonus,
benefits, great people to work

with, and a much-desired,
quality product. 

If you are dependable, have 
a good work ethic, and 
can follow instructions, 
we want to talk to you.

Call Don at 620-345-8330 
for appt. for interview.

WANTED - 
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS

Help Wanted:

WELDERS
• 40-50 hour work week

• Competitive pay
• Great Benefits Package

Must pick up and complete an application at:

Hillsboro Industries
220 Industrial Road, Hillsboro, KS 67063

620.947.3127

The Free Press
has a position available

for someone to
COLLECT AND 

FORMAT MARION
COUNTY COURT

DOCKET 
INFORMATION.

Compile court, sheriff & 
register of deeds records to
be published in the paper. 
Also complete a transcript
monthly of published &
non-published records.

• Approx. 4-5 hours/week.
• Must be able to stand 

for a couple of hours. 
• Normally collected from 

the courthouse on Friday 
mornings. 

Please contact 
Don Ratzlaff, Editor at

don@hillsborofreepress.com
or call 620-947-5702.

1 Employment
Handy Man. Full or part-time. BNR 316-
283-4920 or 316-772-3695. 45-4tp

2 Announcements

Community Info
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3 For Sale

Beef
Corn Fed Beef For Sale! 1/4 or 1/2 available.
Call 620-947-1582. 46-2tc

Firewood
Firewood For Sale! $95 a pickup load, will
deliver. Call Rick at 620-382-5744. 44-5tp

Firewood For Sale. Seasoned mix of Hedge
& Mulberry. Will deliver near Hillsboro.
$85/Half Cord. 785-741-2281. 45-2tp

Real Estate
Real Estate Office and Rentals BNR 316-
283-4920 or 316-772-3695. 45-4tp

Metcalf Sisters 

224 N. Main• Newton
M-S 10-5 • Sun 1-4

10-50% OFF!

ANTIQUES
& COLLECTIBLES

You’re invited to the
COPPER SHED
& BARN SALE

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 24 & 25

9am - 5pm 
1832 140th Street
(5 Miles South & 

1-1/2 West of Marion)
Open Fridays & 

Saturdays til Christmas.
Other times by chance 

or call ahead. 
620-382-2041

Holiday Sale

Holiday Sale

4 Services

Childcare
Now Enrolling! First Steps to Success In
home Childcare in Hillsboro has opening
for all ages of children. Call 620-504-8432.
46-3tc

5 For Rent

Homes/Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-

450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-

ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

211 S. Lincoln 4 bedroom, 1 bath house.

Kitchen appliances furnished. No smoking.

No pets. $675/mo  620-877-7887. 40-tfn

Bedroom South Breeze. BNR 316-283-

4920 or 772-3695. 45-4tp

Cute 2 bedroom North Newton Home 316-

284-4202. 45-4tp

NORTH NEWTON: 4 BEDROOM, 3 BATH.

Kitchen Apliances, Fireplace, No Pets/No

Smoking. $950/M, Deposit $950. Call 316-

284-3890. 45-3tp

2 Bedroom Senior
Apartment

Call 620-947-2272

• Must be 55 years old 
or older

* NO Maintenance fees
* Utilities Included

• Lowest priced Satellite in town
• 24 hour emergency 

maintenance and management
services

• Located across from the 
Hospital

• Small pets welcome
• Income guidelines apply

Apply Mon-Th • 10 am-3 pm  

Clean, spacious 1 bdrm
apartments with a quiet 
patio entrance to your 

1 level apartment.

GOLDEN AGE
HOMES

has immediate openings for:

201 E. Helen St.
Herington

785-258-2510

5 For Rent

Homes/Apartments
3 bed home for rent in Hillsboro! Available
December 1. References needed. Call 620-
947-1843. 45-1tc

House for Rent: In Newton three bedroom,
2 baths, kitchen appliances, partial finished
basement. Newly decorated. No Pets, no
smoking, Rent $775, Deposit $775. 316-
284-3890. 46-3tp

1 bedroom apartment in Hillsboro. No
smoking, no pets, 620-382-7696. 46-1tc

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

Financial

Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS or

State in back taxes?  Our firm works to re-

duce the tax bill or zero it out completely

FAST. Call now 866-758-0134 (M-F 8-8 CT)

For Sale

40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers

$1650.00 in KC.  $1950.00 in Solomon Ks.

20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call 785

655 9430 or go online to Chuckhenry.com

for pricing, availability & Freight esti-

mates.

Misc.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Re-

ceive maximum value of write off for your

taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions ac-

cepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-

268-9386

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?

Medicare recipients may qualify to receive

a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.

Call now! 855-796-7301

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or As-

bestos Lung Cancer? If so, you and your

family may be entitled to a substantial fi-

nancial award. We can help you get cash

quick! Call 24/7: 855-510-4274

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks

to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-New Ino-

gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA ap-

proved! FREE info kit:  844-359-3973

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind pay-

ing your MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan

Modification? Is the bank threatening fore-

closure? CALL Homeowner’s Relief Line

now for Help!  855-401-4513

Updating your bathroom does not have to

be expensive or take weeks to complete.

BathWraps makes it easy. Call 855-324-

2317 today for a free in home consultation.



On a cold and dreary
afternoon, the Bethel
Threshers took the field
for one final time this
season. The 0-9 team
hosted Friends Univer-
sity (4-6), looking to close
their season with a
strong, positive note.

The Falcons were able
to come out of the game
with more total yardage,
but Bethel implemented
a "Bend Don't Break"
style defense that got the
job done. Shutting out
the Falcons and creating
six turnovers, including a
momentum-building
blocked field goal by Reg-

gie Young, the Threshers
capped off the season
with a 13-0 victory at
home.

The Threshers scored
on two field goals kicked
by Brett Mathis for 37
and 20 yards as well as a
touchdown through the
air from freshman quar-
terback Zach Esau to

sophomore Bronson Hill. 
The defense had a

number of takeaways
and shut out Friends. 

Esau finished 6/14 for
104 yards and had a
touchdown on the day.
Isaiah Smith led the
ground game with 51
yards on 18 attempts.
Adrian Palmore and

Bronson Hill had a recep-
tion each for 33 yards
and 32 yards, respec-
tively.

The defense was led by
Logan Matthewson, who
totaled 14 tackles, two
forced fumbles, one fum-
ble recovery, and an in-
terception. Jordan Bell

also totaled 14 tackles,
while Jariah Booker put
up 10 with a sack and
forced fumble. Carlos
Dickerson finished with
nine tackles, a sack, and
a forced fumble as well.

Bethel finishes their
season 1-9, and 1-8 in the
KCAC.

Dunlavy signs with Midwestern State
A number of area high school students signed this

week for college athletic scholarships. 
Pictured is Hesston High School senior Alaina

Dunlavy, who signed national letter of intent to play vol-
leyball at Midwestern State University in Wichita Falls,
Texas.

Four Newton seniors inked letters of intent, including
Taylor Antonowich to play volleyball at Washburn Uni-
versity, Jada Berry to play basketball at the University
of Texas of the Permian Basin and Savannah Simmons
and James Harris to participate in track and field at
Missouri Western State University.

—For Newton Now

November 16, 2017      Newton Now www.harveycountynow.com      Page 11SCHOOLS

Hale's Sales and Service
804 SE 125th N � Sedgwick, KS 67135
(316)772-5853

www.halessalesandservice.com

We service ALL 
makes & models!

Hale's Sales and ServiceHale's Sales a
(316)772-5853

ww .halessalesandserwww

ick, KS 67135804 SE 125th N � Sedgw

es & mmakke
vice ALL e serWWe

ick, KS 67135

.comviceandser

mo
ce ALL 

The school district
might put another bond
vote on the ballot as soon
as April.

With the district pa-
trons voting down a $61
million proposed bond
issue by a 13-point mar-
gin only six days earlier,
the Newton School Dis-
trict and board of educa-
tion moved back to the
drawing board Monday
night and quickly.

Newton School District
Superintendent Deb
Hamm brought up the
idea of an April special
election at Monday's
school board meeting.

She said an early vote
would allow the district
to get their bond issue
approved by the Kansas
State Board of Education
for the current fiscal
year. The district needs
KSBE approval to get a
bond issue on the ballot.

The Kansas Legisla-
ture previously capped
the dollar amount of
bond issues the KSBE
can approve in a fiscal
year.

With the last bond vote

failing, the Newton
School District would
have moved to the bottom
of the list for getting its
bond issue approved by
the KSBE for 2018. That
could mean a bond issue
proposed after July 1,
2018, might not get ap-
proved for Newton.

However, Hamm said
since four bond votes
failed in Kansas in No-
vember, the KSBE was
still $121 million below
its cap for the current fis-
cal year. That money
could be available if the
Newton School Board ap-
plied for another bond
soon.

“We could reapply,” she
said. “Whether or not
that could be done, that's
a pretty quick turn-
around.”

Hamm said that would
mean getting a new bond
wording finalized by Jan-
uary or February at the
latest. Doing so would
put the vote in April. She
said that date provided
the school district with
the most time to put to-
gether a bond but avoid a
summer vote.

“The vested voter, the
people with kids in school
most interested in that
election, are not inter-

ested in
elections
at those
times,”
she said of
summer
elections.

The
school dis-
trict will
hold a work session Nov.
22 to further discuss the
issue. Hamm said she
wasn't asking the board
to decide to hold a bond
vote that early but just
have a discussion.

“I don't want to pro-
pose anything," she said.
"What I want is the
board's thinking.”

Hamm suggested col-
lecting patron insight
from the community
while it was still fresh in
patrons' minds and what
they approved of and
what they didn't. She
said her plan is to con-
tact the company Patron
Insight to help get infor-
mation from patrons
about what they liked
about the bond.

She said, while the
board could offer their
own insights, the board
needed to know what the
community thinks.

ETC.

In other news, the
school board held an an-
nual employee evaluation
of Hamm at the meeting.
Hamm said that the eval-
uation is a standard
practice and something
that all administrative
and teaching staff goes
through. 

“It's part of the process
for administrators to be
evaluated every year,”
she said.

The board spent 45
minutes in executive ses-
sion discussing Hamm's
performance as well as
contract negotiations.

There was a new face
sitting on the school
board. Angela Becker was
sitting at the board table.
The board previously de-
cided to appoint the top
placing candidate in the
November election to re-
place an open position
left by Renee Erickson.
Becker received the most
votes in the election and
was appointed to the spot
during the meeting.

Sheryl Willson, direc-
tor of the Kansas Insti-
tute for Peace and
Conflict Resolution at
Bethel College, was at
the meeting and told the
board that KIPCOR
would present at the

Kansas Association of
School Boards meeting
and she would speak
about restorative prac-
tices in elementary
schools. 

Hamm recognized Con-
nie Neal for being nomi-
nated for the Horizon
Award. Nominees are rec-
ognized by building lead-
ers. Neal teaches second
grade at Slate Creek.

Newton Rotary made a
presentation to the New-
ton School Board about
the golf tournament the
group holds for the school
district called Birdies
against Bullies. The
money from the tourna-
ment goes to help reduce
bullying. The fundraising
has helped pay for pro-
gramming such as
Rachel's Challenge a na-
tional program highlight-
ing kindness and respect
as well as the Newton Be
Nice events, which offer
free hot dogs during spe-
cific basketball games. 

The group will help put
together an anti bullying
task force. 

“It's a fun event, and
we're happy it goes to
such a good cause,” Rod
Kreie of the Rotary said. 

The club presented a
$7,000 check to the

school board. 
Five fourth grade stu-

dents from Sunset Ele-
mentary helped teacher
Amy Schmidt make a
presentation about a
project the students did
to collect goods to help
the victims of Hurricane
Harvey. The class coordi-
nated a project for all the
school to raise money for
hurricane victims. 

The group raised $846
in change for the hurri-
cane victims.

Walton Rural Life Cen-
ter got a new mascot
named Rocky the Ram.
Students voted on Nov. 7
what to name its mascot. 

The district accepted
donations, including an
Elbing Grain donation of
$847 dollars to NHS FFA
national western trip ex-
penses, a $5,000 donation
from Vincent Colyer for
competition expenses for
Railers robotics, a dona-
tion for $1,350 from
Northridge PTO to
Northridge Elementary
to purchase a site license
for math programming
for grades 1-4, and a do-
nation of $555.66 to Sun-
set Elementary from the
Cosgrove Elementary to
purchase flexible seating
options for students.

April school district bond vote likely
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Hamm

Wichita State volleyball
student-athlete Abbie
Lehman has been named
one of 10 finalists for the
2017 Senior CLASS
Award, which honors ath-
letes who excel on and off

the court.
To be eligible for the

award, a student-athlete
must be classified as an
NCAA Division I senior
and have notable achieve-
ments in four areas of ex-
cellence: community,
classroom, character and

competition. Lehman, a
middle blocker from New-
ton, is a three-time AVCA
All-American and three-
time first team all-confer-
ence selection. This
season, she is averaging
3.60 kills and 1.27 blocks
per set, while hitting .426.

She ranks 11th nationally
in hitting percentage and
44th in blocks per set. She
has a cumulative grade-
point average of 3.81 and
earned a bachelor’s degree
in exercise science in May
and is currently working
on her master’s degree.

Lehman named finalist for CLASS award 
FOR NEWTON NOW

Bethel football finishes season with win

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The Bell Brothers (Jordan, 51, & Michael, 8) jump for the loose football against Friends. Bethel Football finishes season with a win.

FOR NEWTON NOW



The county now plans to
spend money on Camp
Hawk, following a defeat of
a county commission reso-
lution that would have al-
lowed the county to put it
for sale. 

Of county voters, 78 per-
cent favored keeping the
park. With that settled,
County Administrator An-
thony Swartzendruber
listed a number of repairs
and items of deferred
maintenance at the park
that he thought could be
addressed in the winter
and spring.

The total cost he esti-
mated for the capital im-
provements would be
$31,000. He said that the
money could come from re-
serve funds, money set
aside from the 2018
budget, and could be used
if the park service has a
surplus of money at the
end of the year. 

The changes would in-
clude fixing the leaking
dam for the park’s pond
and installing a new fish-
ing dock to replace the one
removed when the water
level dropped. 

There would also be im-
provements to the shelter,
including storm windows,
siding repair, water heater
replacement, appliance re-
placement and cabinet re-
placements. 

The projects would also
replace the well house at
the park, its gazebo and
covered picnic area, and
overhead and entrance
doors at the shop. 

“This doesn't take into
account the future en-
hancements that could be
done to serve a larger pop-
ulation of our citizens,” he
said. 

Swartzendruber recom-
mended the park’s board
come up and vet additional
improvements to the park
before bringing it to the
county. 

He said eventually, if the
lake at the park fills up,
the county will have to
begin stocking fish in it
again.

Following Swartzendru-
ber's presentation, the com-
mission discussed the park.
The discussion broke down
to additional needs the
commission saw for the
park as well as the topics of
charging fees to use parks
and razing the house exist-
ing at Camp Hawk. 

“I think the voters have
overwhelmingly spoke that
they are for us spending
money on the park service,”
Commissioner Randy
Hague said in favor of
going forward with the re-
pairs.

Commissioner Chip
Westfall suggested convert-
ing the lights at the basket-
ball court to LED. 

He also brought up the
idea of putting in user fees
at the park for disc golf or
people riding horses.

“That's something we
ought to look at,” he said. “I
don't know the last time
we've done a fee review.”

He suggested running
fee ideas past the park’s
advisory board.

Brittany Welch, parks
advisory board member,
spoke about charging a
usage fee to help pay for
the work and clean up that
follows the usages of things
like swim beaches or picnic
areas. She said that's a dis-
cussion the park board con-
tinues to have. 

No decision was made on
what to do about the old
house on the property, but
it seemed like there was a
consensus on the board to
either bulldoze it or have
someone take it off their
hands. 

“If it's junk, I say get rid
of it,” Hague said. 

Swartzendruber recom-
mended long-term deci-
sions go through the park’s
board. He asked for per-
mission to go through with
his short-term changes.

The commission gave a
consensus to allow
Swartzendruber's sug-
gested repairs to move for-
ward. 

Parks Director Kass
Miller expressed excite-
ment about the project. He
said once the parks depart-
ment finishes work on the
park, even those who
wanted to sell it will be
happy. 

In other news:
With the canvassing of

all the ballots from the
Nov. 7 election, the election
results stand. The only

election in question was
the Newton City Commis-
sion race, where 20 votes
separated Glen Davis and
Libby Albers. With the
counting of additional votes
and provisional ballots,
Davis' lead held, giving
him a one-year term on the
city commission.

Wayne Valentine volun-
teered to serve on the Pub-
lic Building Commission.
The county commission has
had an open position for
the board recently. The
county appointed
Swartzendruber to repre-
sent the county on the Hes-
ston Area Economic
Development committee.
For 2018, county employ-
ees get an extra half day,
with 11 days. The county
employees had 10.5 days
off this year, but with
Christmas Eve falling on a
Monday, they will be given
that day off. They will also
not have the afternoon of
Good Friday off next year
in exchange for the full day
of Christmas Eve being va-
cation. 

The county is planning
to put runway repairs out
to bid in the early spring.
The total project looks to be
$191,000. The county’s
total amount of matching
funds will be $18,000 for
the entire project, with the
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration paying 90 percent
of the project. At the Mon-
day meeting, the commis-
sion committed $4,068 to
the project, its share of the
cost for the design work on
the runway project. The de-
sign project is included in
the total cost number.

The Newton City-County
Airport manager Bryan
Palmer discussed a U.S.
House bill that would pri-
vatize airport administra-
tion and have it governed
by a board. While he said
the bill is likely to fail in
the U.S. Senate, it still con-
stituted a large threat to
non-commercial aviation
and, in turn, the Newton
City-County airport. 

“It seems alarmist, but
it's agreed this is the single
largest threat to general
aviation ever,” Palmer said.

Palmer said the pro to
the bill is there could be
more technology added
quicker to the aviation sys-
tem. Palmer said the cons
are numerous. He said that
the private board that
would run the country's
aviation system would con-
sist of airline execs who
have commercial interest
in how airports operate. He
said that, to pay for the
change, there would be ini-
tial fees to run it. He said
that fees would be assessed
upon general aviators who
would then have to pay to
use the air traffic control
system. 

“Because it's a hobby,
and expensive hobby,
they'd probably get out of
that hobby,” Palmer said. 

Currently, air traffic con-
trol is funded by an avia-
tion seat tax, fuel tax and
cargo tax. 

“We need to push to have
this bill nixed,” he said.

Palmer said currently
both Roger Marshall and
Ron Estes agreed to vote
against the bill. 

Jeremy Kindy, who

helped spearhead the effort
to save Camp Hawk, ad-
dressed the county commis-
sion about expenditures.
He said, looking through
the county's third quarter
report, he believes the
county will be up around
$982,000 of revenue before
the year closes. He said
that he understands some
of those dollars go to re-
serves. He suggested using
that revenue to help get a
few projects done in the
next year that the county
decided not to do to keep its
budget down. 

“It's just a comment to
the commission whether
we should consider reach-
ing out to the sheriff, the
parks department, the di-
rector of the elderly to see
if there are needs that they
have at a small level,” he
said.

Swartzendruber re-
sponded, saying the esti-
mates included aren't
updated in the report. 

Kindy responded that
the county's “actuals” are
showing that sort of rev-
enue he discussed or at
least tracking toward it.

Swartzendruber said he
wasn't disputing the idea.
He also added that the
Halstead Hospital tax set-
tlement boosted that rev-
enue and a discussion
needs to be had about what
to do with that money. 

The Harvey County
Courthouse had a short
commotion in the hallway
during the city commission.
An ambulance was dis-
patched to the courthouse
to provide medical atten-
tion to a visitor at the

courthouse. 
The county approved a

small increase in bulk recy-
cling fees.

“Back in April, we
started and signed a new
contract with Waste Con-
nections for recycling,”
Swartzendruber said.
“With that, we set different
rates that we were going to
pay them for recycling.”

The rate for in-county re-
cycling for more than
18,000 pounds will increase
from $17 to $18 a ton. The
county approved the total

fee structure, which other-
wise remains the same as
last year for solid waste. 

Members of the Harvey
County Department of
Aging came to discuss a
Kansas Department of
Transportation grant. The
county approved applying
for another grant to help
support a public trans-
portation program. The
county budgets to match 50
percent. For 2018-2019, the
county budgeted $67,020 to
provide those matching
funds.
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Special thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:15am Fellowship
11am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship
10:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel 
A.M.E. Church
711 E. 11th Street

9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship

Hillcrest 
Community Church

-  A Foursquare
Church

431 W. 12th
9:30am Cafe Connect

10:30am Worship

Highland Trinity
United Church 

of Christ
Corner of K-15 & Dutch Ave

9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School

Iglesia Del Nazareno 
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible Church
900 Old Main

9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass
10:30am Sunday Mass

6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship
11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Walton United
Methodist Church

201 Blaine Street, Walton
9:00am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
www.theyarnstation.com

If you would like to become a
sponsor of the Newton Area

Church Directory, please con-
tact Shannin Rettig at 

shannin@harveycountynow
or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main, Newton

316-284-0636

Board of Harvey County Commissioners tasked with spending money on Camp Hawk
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Sand Creek Golf Course
needs new golf carts,
bunker repairs and new
maintenance equipment.

That was the gist of the
presentation and conver-
sation at the Newton City
Commission work session
held Monday night. 

The commission dis-
cussed the idea of allocat-
ing a sizable amount to
the course to help pay for
capital outlay projects.

Chris Touhey, who man-
ages the course for Kem-
per Sports, said the 76
cart golf cart fleet was in
its fourth season and
needing replacement. He
said that it doesn't sound
like a long time for a golf
course, but the golf course
is really spaced out. 

“We have a big golf
course,” he said. “It's a
great golf course, but our
walking rounds are one
percent on a regular basis.
When you have 29,000
people a year walking
through the doors, the golf
cars get worn down.”

He said the course has
spent $25,000 on battery
replacements, and the golf
carts could need replace-
ment. 

Commissioner Leroy
Koehn spoke up, saying
he'd had feedback from
golfers both in and out of
town who were upset
about the golf carts. 

“I agree with you;
they're eventually going to
get tired of that,” Touhey

said. 
Touhey said bunkers are

beginning to show signs of
wear and tear. 

“The golf course is a liv-
ing organism,” he said.
“Bunkers are an area
where we face some diffi-
culty.”

He said to deal with the
bunker issues, they've
done some bunker reduc-
tion. 

He said that the golf
course in operations has
been able to stand on its
own two feet, but he said
continuing maintenance
costs could deplete the
courses funds by next
year. 

Touhey asked the com-
mission for $150,000 to al-
locate annually to its
capital outlay fund to keep
the golf course a “best in
class” operation. 

He said he wanted to
help as a representative of
Kemper Sports. 

He said the organiza-
tion was willing to sit
down and negotiate a fee
structure at the course. 

“We feel like we've had
impeccable success at the
golf course, and we defi-
nitely want to continue
that,” he said.

The first priority would
be replacing the golf carts
and then improving the
bunkers and then replac-
ing maintenance equip-
ment. 

Glen Davis asked for
prices of both regular golf
cart prices and ones with
a higher quality lithium
battery. 

No actual numbers were
discussed by the commis-

sion, but there sounded
like there was at least
some support to providing
some funds for capital im-
provements at the course.

Mayor Barth Hague and
Davis both said the course
is an important part of
Newton. 

“I continue to say it's
our number one attrac-
tion,” Hague said. “I'm all
for doing what we can to
not lose that.”

Koehn asked for the
course to provide the city
with a five-year capital
outlay plan with costs to
present to the city com-
mission. 

“I'd like to look at the
big picture, not just a little
piece of it,” Touhey said,
mentioning he'd like to
convert the grill to a
sports pub area that
would allow people places
to watch sports or enjoy
themselves.

Touhey said the course,
for its category, has the
highest satisfaction rating
in the United States.

He said the course gets
62 percent of its business
from Wichita, eight per-
cent from Newton and five

percent from Hutchinson. 
He said the golf course

serves as an economic
driver for Newton and has
brought in a number of
large college and national
tournaments, such as the
division 1 Summit League
Championship that took
place at the course last
summer.

Craig Abbas of Newton
sat in a wheelchair on
Sunday afternoon in the
chilly fall air, as numer-
ous motorcycle riders,
dressed in black, rode
through the circle drive
area at the Newton Med-
ical Center emergency
room entrance.

The bikers, who were
with We Ride Kansas,
also apparently had taken
part in the 2017 Annual
Newton Toy Run. They
parked their bikes nearby
and walked over to where
Abbas was seated. Some
people shook his hand for
his service in the
Marines. Some spoke.
Others listened. All
formed a circle around
Abbas, who's been a pa-
tient at NMC for a num-
ber of weeks with a leg
crush wound. There also
were friends and at least
one relative there, as well
as NMC employees, in-
cluding Vallerie Gleason,
NMC president and chief
executive officer. 

Ed Evans of Wichita,
who is with We Ride
Kansas, said he creates
events for people to ride
in.

“The other night, I just
said, 'Let's go up and see
him,'” Evans said. “We
wanted to come by and
say hey and let him know
he's not forgotten.”

Evans said he's also a

veteran. It was fitting
they rode to see him on
Veterans Day weekend.

Abbas's mother-in-law,
June Hiebert of Goessel,
was grateful for the event.

“It was great,” she said.
“They came barreling
through here. The hospi-
tal has been so good to
him.”

Abbas addressed the
small crowd on Sunday.

“It might have me sell-
ing my bike because I
don't know if this will be a
good kickstand or not,”
Abbas said about his leg.
Then he got a little
choked up. “Can't say
enough about my surgeon,
Dr. McEachern. He's a
bad ass.”

He also added all the
nurses at NMC are great.

“They treat me like
family, kinda like a weird
uncle,” he joked, adding
the wound vac is what's
helping him keep his leg
and that he's glad he's at
the local hospital.

“Thank all you guys for
coming,” he said.

One of the riders, Fred
Grenlee, who also was a
Marine but not at the
same time Abbas was, has
known him at least two
decades. They knew each
other and came to Kansas
20 years ago, sharing an
apartment. Grenlee met
Abbas when Abbas was in
the Marines, when Gren-
lee worked for GE, embed-
ded in the Marines.

“Thank you for coming,”
Abbas said to Grenlee.
“Well, guys, I'll let you get

back on the road.”
To recap, Abbas and

various medical teams
have been battling an in-
fection in his right leg fol-
lowing a crush injury not
too long ago. It took a
while for medical profes-
sionals to figure out he
had an infection, as Abbas
had no fever, because the
infection was contained in
his thigh. It progressively
got worse. On Sept. 9,
Abbas told his wife,
DeVon, he felt like he was
going to die. His wife
ended up driving him to
St. Francis, and on the
trip there, the 58-year-old
started to lose his sight.

His kidneys were shutting
down. He stayed at St.
Francis for 38 days and
ended up at Newton Med-
ical Center. So far, his
doctors have had to deal
with dead tissue and
flesh-eating bacteria. 

Abbas is having surger-
ies twice a week to re-
move the unwanted
tissue. He had another
one on Monday.

“Craig is out of surgery
in record time, and every-
thing went fine,” DeVon
wrote on Facebook. “Doc

did the skin graft on the
lower leg. He took the
donor skin from his good
calf. Doc also looked over
the large upper thigh
wound, and he only found
very few little spots of
necrotic tissue that he
picked at and cleaned up.
He replaced a few of the
hook staples and the
stretch lacing on the
Jacob's ladder. He said
everything is looking re-
ally good.”

His next surgery is
Thursday.
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Bikers honor a hospitalized retired Marine on Veterans Day weekend

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Craig Abbas, center in wheelchair, addresses the motorcycle riders who came on Sunday afternoon to New-
ton Medical Center to honor Abbas and let him know he's not forgotten. At right is Abbas's wife, DeVon. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Craig Abbas, right, shakes the hand of his friend, Fred Grenlee, left,
just before Grenlee leaves.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Sand Creek Golf Course in need of lots of work
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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Forever Loved Memorials
Our companion animals create lasting bonds with us in 

many ways. These bonds are not forgotten 
if our beloved pet passes away.

We are skilled and dedicated to 
cherishing the dignity of your 

animal at all times. Private 
cremations are performed 

one at a time, to ensure the 
utmost respect is given 

to your pet.

1400 S.E. 3   | Newton, KS | 67114 | 316.283.0839rd

Forever Loved Memorials provides funds for medical care, public education, 
adoption promotion, housing, daily care & rehabilitation of homeless animals
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219 N Main � Newton
316-283-3811

Mon-Thur: 6:30 am - 5:30 pm
Fri/Sat: 6:30 am - 8 pm � Sun: 10:30 am - 2 pm

Buy 3 Buffets @ Regular Price 
and get the 4th Buffet FREE! 

Of equal or lesser value. Adult and 
senior citizens on Fri & Sat Evening 

and Sun Lunch w/ coupon.
1 coupon per customer per visit. 

Not valid w/ other coupons or specials .
Expires 11/30/17

FREE BUFFET

www.newtonbreadbasket.com

219 N Main � Newton
316-283-3811

Mon-Thur: 6:30 am - 5:30 pm
Fri/Sat: 6:30 am - 8 pm � Sun: 10:30 am - 2 pm

Buy 1 Buffet @ Regular Price 
and get the 2nd Buffet 1/2 OFF! 

Of equal or lesser value. Adult and 
senior citizens on Fri & Sat Evening 

and Sun Lunch w/ coupon.
1 coupon per customer per visit. 

Not valid w/ other coupons or specials .
Expires 11/30/17

1/2 PRICE BUFFET

www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Call 605-925-4542 for information;
Order tickets at www.schmeckfest.com

1000
Meals

Musical Theater
Performed

Nightly

Musical Theater
Performed

, 8 p.m.

Call 605-925-4542 f
Free Displays, Programs & Demonstrations Celebrating Germans-from-Russia T

t wwwets akder ticOr

Meals
edvSer

yNightl
All Meal

ickets AdvanceTTi
Order Only

tion;
Free Displays, Programs & Demonstrations Celebrating Germans-from-Russia T

maoror infCall 605-925-4542 f
est.comkfhmec.scwwww.

Nightly
Stephen S

Encore Performance
, March 22Thursday

(7:30 p.m.)

est.com

raditionsFree Displays, Programs & Demonstrations Celebrating Germans-from-Russia T

, 8 p.m.
sSchwartz�

Encore Performance
, March 22

(7:30 p.m.)

Saturday, November 18 • 9am-3pm
Marion Community Center

Sponsored by:
Marion Parks &

Recreation
FIND US ON FACEBOOK or visit our page
www.marionparksandrec.com

A Variety of Products for Sale!

SOUP LUNCHEON BY P.E.O.
PROCEEDS TOWARD SCHOLARSHIPS!

news, for folks with de-
mentia or Alzheimer's, it
can upset them. Also,
what might be a bother to
people without memory
problems, like a spider
web, can be a discussion
piece.

Regarding the news,
Baker said they try not to
let people with memory
disorders at certain
stages watch it, because
they have trouble making
connections. If they see
something on TV about a
shooting, they might
think someone in the
house got shot.

She said sometimes
folks with memory disor-
ders can be lucid one sec-
ond and confused the
next.

“It's like a light
switch,” she said, adding
they can be fine one
minute and then the next
moment, they're looking
for the baby or seeing a
bear outside or searching
for their father who died
50 years ago.

Taking a parent or
grandparent with symp-
toms like these out of the
home is never an easy de-
cision. ComfortCare
Homes started in Wichita
by the Stark family for
people with such symp-
toms. It was born with
the idea of keeping such
folks in a home setting.

“ComfortCare Homes is
a dementia-care concept
that was pioneered in Wi-
chita by the Charles and
Mary Lou Stark family,”
according to a pamphlet.
“When both of Charles'
parents presented simul-
taneously with dementia
in the early 1980s, the
family began to search for
care alternatives.”

Their only option was
institutional care in a
large clinical setting.
They feared this would
amplify their parents'
anxiety and confusion, so
the Starks decided to care
for their parents at home.

“Once this decade-long
journey was concluded,
the family decided to cre-
ate a more loving and
dignified care option, so
other families would not
have to choose between a
large impersonal institu-
tion and making extraor-
dinary and often
unrealistic personal sac-
rifices to care for their
loved ones at home,” the
pamphlet stated.

ComfortCare Homes
began in 1993. However,
the first ComfortCare
Home in Newton opened
in June 2014. Comfort-
Care Homes of Harvey
County is opening a sec-
ond house in Newton, and
the open house for that is
from 10 a.m. to noon Fri-
day, Nov. 17, at 1508 Ter-
race Drive. Appetizers by
Bake for Me Catering,
and coffee and hot choco-
late by Mojo's Coffee Bar
will be served. A ribbon
cutting is at 10:30 a.m.

Jana Arneson of Valley
Center was one of the
people faced with the de-
cision of placing her mom
in a retirement commu-
nity, which she did at one
point, taking care of her
at home, which she also
did, or another option,
which was ComfortCare
Homes in either Wichita
or Newton. Arneson took
care of her mom for a
year after her father died
a few years ago.

“My father passed
away three years ago,”
Arneson said. “A couple of
years before that, I said,
'Dad, something's going
on.'” This was regarding
her mom, Judy Sorrell,
81.

When Sorrell's symp-
toms started, her hus-
band covered for her,
Arneson said, and after
he passed away, it be-

came apparent it was
worse than they thought
regarding the dementia.

“When she lived with
me, I became aware of
her needs and all the car-
ing for her,” Arneson said.

Although not an easy
decision, Arneson is glad
her mom is at Comfort-
Care, and it's only a 15-
minute drive away.

“I was one of those peo-
ple who wanted to keep
my mom in my home,”
she said, adding it's won-
derful at ComfortCare.
“Penny said, 'Now, you
can be her daughter and
not her caretaker.'”

Arneson said she does-
n't have to be the one to
make her mom eat. Now,
their thing is looking at
scrapbooks, and Arneson
curls her mom's hair.

There are seven resi-
dents at the first Com-
fortCare Home in
Newton, with most of
them having their own
rooms and an en suite
bathroom. The new home
has six bedrooms, and
both facilities are in
homes with garages con-
verted into bedrooms.
They're just like homes,
complete with large liv-
ing rooms, a backyard,
kitchen and dining areas.

Residents get personal-
ized care. At one point
during the interview, one
of the workers gave an
extended hug to a resi-
dent. There's a feeling of
home there, with care-
givers seeing to the needs
of the residents.

“We encourage our fam-
ilies to bring their furni-
ture and decorate with
their personal [items] to
personalize their room,”
said Sharon Erwin, direc-
tor of marketing.

This helps Arneson's
mom remember she lives
there. For instance, if Ar-
neson takes her mom out
for dinner, and when they
return to the home, her
mom will ask if that is
where she lives. They say
it is and can show her a
photo of herself in her
room, and then she'll ac-
knowledge her things. 

“It brings her peace
and comfort to see that,”
Arneson said. “It never
smells like a nursing
home. It probably smells
better than my home, be-
cause there's so much
cooking going on.”

Her mom has lived
there for a year and three
months, so she's experi-
enced a variety of sea-
sonal things they do
there, like listen to Cub
Scouts sing Christmas
carols and watch them
decorate the Christmas
tree. Now, Arneson said
she can remind her mom
about the activities they
do at certain times of the
year.

“We try to do as many
activities as we can with
children and animals,”
Erwin said. “They love
children, and they love
animals.”

They've been visited by
a therapy dog and ther-

apy horse, and at Hal-
loween, neighborhood
kids don't just get to
trick-or-treat at the
house; they can go in and
trick-or-treat at each res-
ident.

“It's fun that she's been
here longer than a year,
so she's got traditions,”
Arneson said about her
mom.

There are other things
that come along with the
personalized care. Arne-
son said Baker helped
them get music for her
mom to listen to from the
Alzheimer's Association's
Roth Project, which is an
iPod-based music therapy
program. Sorrell likes
classical music and loves
to listen to piano player
Dino. Listening to music
brings residents to a good
place. For example, one
minute, Arneson's mom
could be seeing a bear out
the window and then the
next be singing lyrics to a
song.

ComfortCare likes resi-
dents to have their own
space, as well.

“We prefer they have a
private room because it's
just better for them,”
Baker said. “It's their
own space; it's theirs be-
cause that's their home,
and that's what we're
going for.”

“And they do it beauti-
fully,” Arneson said.

Baker said they get to
know the residents and
their families quite well. 

“There's a real per-
sonal feel to it,” Arneson
said.

“We're very blessed to
do what we do in this set-
ting,” Baker said, getting
choked up. “This is what
we all deserve and need
in our later years.”

One of the benefits of
having folks with mem-
ory problems stay in this
environment is they're in
familiar surroundings
and they see familiar
faces. When Sorrell was
at a retirement commu-
nity, the nursing staff
changed over so much. At
ComfortCare, Sorrell is
able to recognize people,
like Baker, who's a li-
censed practical nurse
and has worked there
since they opened. 

“This is wonderful be-
cause you know at least
at the same time of day,
there are the same peo-
ple,” Arneson said.

Baker added that rou-
tine is so important for
the residents, who also
get a sense of community,
living in a residential
neighborhood and having
other residents there.
The neighbors are ex-
cited to have them there,
and they exchange cook-
ies with neighbors, Erwin
said.

Since they have fewer
residents, ComfortCare is
able to stay on top of
things, and they get to
know the residents bet-
ter, like Baker might tell
Arneson she's going to do
a urinary tract infection
test on her mom, as she

knows when she might
need one. UTIs can make
people with dementia
more confused, Arneson
said.

Socialization comes
from the staff, as well as
others.

“The beauty of Sharon
[Erwin] is she can bring
in her little Club Scout
group because there's one
for every person,” Arne-
son said, adding Erwin
also pops in with her own
children, ages 6 and 8. 

In addition, the Little
Flowers Club from St.
Mary decorated Christ-
mas cookies with them,
and children went in and
read to them on Read
Across America Day. In
addition, Baker said her
granddaughter does col-
oring with them.

They've also had guest
speakers, like one man
who talked about the
birds ComfortCare has in
their backyard.

Arneson is grateful for
the care her mom re-
ceives.

“It was a rough year
with my father dying and
realizing the extent of my
mom's needs,” Arneson
said, adding a man from
church told her about
ComfortCare. “It was all
so traumatic, and it's
been so wonderful. I don't
have the worries. When
I'm away, Penny's texting
me about how she is.”

They also try to get as
many services into the
home as they can, like a
physician, podiatrist, mo-
bile radiology, beautician
and barber.

Residents there have
ranged in ages from 71 to
a few days from 100, and
Baker has seen the bene-
fits such a place can pro-
vide for them. When
she's gone into a house to
assess a potential resi-
dent, sometimes they're
not talking. She's seen
those folks go from not
talking to baking cakes
and speaking in whole
sentences when they go
to ComfortCare. Having
peers around helps them
to start talking.

Another benefit is the
medication, since Baker
said they don't have to
use as much medication
in the “homes plus” set-
ting. 

“As a nurse [in a busier
setting], I've had to med-
icate other residents, as
well as that resident, be-
cause there's all those
call lights going off,” as
well as other loud noises,
Baker sad.

In addition, residents
can wake up when they
want. They have their
own schedules.

“They spoil her,” Arne-
son said. “You need some
hot chocolate?” she
added, imitating a care-
giver. “Yeah,” she said,
acting as if she was her
mom.

Editor’s note: This is
the first of a several-part
series on Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and dementia.
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
This book rests peacefully in Judy Sorrell's room. 


