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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Chisholm Middle School eighth graders Enyisha Peterson, left, and Estefania Munguia look through Google Cardboards.

Don't sell Camp Hawk. 
That was the plea of an impassioned

crowd packed the Harvey County Commis-
sion chamber Monday morning

For the last month the commission has
discussed putting the park up for sale and
now has done so. The action, as presented
by County Administrator John Waltner and
the commission, would help the county save
revenue with an upcoming property tax cap
as well as direct resources spent on Camp
Hawk to the county's other two parks, East
and West. 

The crowd of about a dozen supporters
didn't agree with that decision and let the
commission know, leading to some passion-
ate exchanges. 

“Harvey County Camp Hawk is the most
accessible green space to Harvey County,”
Brandon Nelson, who volunteers working at
the park and coordinates disc golf tourna-
ments held there, said. “It is well used and

Opposition
forms over
the sale of
Camp Hawk

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

The Newton YMCA will open for business
Nov. 14.

That's at least the date set by the Greater
Wichita YMCA.

The Newton YMCA located at 701 East
Wheatridge Drive, is nearly 75,000 square
feet and projected to serve 20,000 people a
year.

"The wait is nearly over,” Newton YMCA
Branch Director Tera Thomas said in a
press release. “The next 45 days will be a
whirlwind, but we’re excited to see all the
smiling faces walk through the doors on the
first day.”

So far the Newton YMCA has signed up
about 500 for charter memberships, accord-
ing to Shelly Conrady, vice president of com-
munications for the Greater Wichita YMCA.

The location will feature a grand lobby, a
full-service wellness center, an indoor
aquatics center with a family pool, lap pool,

See HAWK / 8

Newton YMCA
to open in Nov.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

With school budgets as tight
as they are this day and age,
Chisholm Middle School in-
structor Monty Graber found
a way to take students almost
anywhere in the world, at very
little cost.

All they need are smart
phones, one of a couple free
apps and Google Cardboard.

“We can do an electronic
field trip,” Graber said, sitting
in his classroom on a Friday
afternoon. “So, I can say,
'We're all going to look where
the Boston Massacre was
today.' The idea is that we can
all experience the same thing
at the same time.”

Graber said he teaches five
sections of the same class,
which is a Revolution to post-
Civil War history class, and
his largest class is 28. He
hopes to use Google Card-

Virtual reality
Monty Graber's social studies students travel the world

Chisholm Middle School social studies teacher Monty Graber, right, shows something on a smart
phone that has to do with Google Cardboard to student Enyisha Peterson.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

“I freakin' love this. It, like, makes learning more fun. Mr. Buller
and him have made social studies really fun.”

- Estefania Munguia See GOOGLE / 8

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Bill Hedges, longtime owner and operator of Bills Bar, shut the location down
on Oct. 5. There will be an auction for the bar's contents on Oct. 8

It's a Thursday afternoon and
Bill Hedges is holding court. 

Smoke wafts through the air, a
blue heeler trots around searching
for a friendly hand, and Hedges has
the regulars laughing pretty well,
discussing the merits of fishing. 

He leans on the bar surrounded
by a clutter of memorabilia that
comes with running a bar for 38

years. 
He informs the group he has no

plans of going fishing once he re-
tires as it interrupts relaxing and
drinking beer.

The 4 p.m. news comes and goes
on the TV as cans pile up amongst
the crowd. Jeopardy flips on, and
everyone takes turns yelling out an-
swers, picking on Alex Trebek and
bantering back and forth. 

Someone asks where they are
going to watch Jeopardy once the

Bills bids farewell after
nearly four decades open

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See BILLS / 8
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Newton woman
loves to just hang
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Newton gymnasts
show well at home
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It’s time to come out of your shell
Imentioned a while

back that Joey is at-
tempting to decrease

his carb intake. I com-
pletely applaud his ef-
forts, but for a
bread-loving, potato-eat-
ing girl such as myself,
the concept of cutting
carbs is a little scary.

So I did what I always
do when I’m unsure about
something: I decided to do
a little research.

I learned that there are
lots of low-carb recipes
out there and tons of
blogs devoted to helping
people still eat what they
love while cutting carbo-
hydrates out of their
diets.

I also learned a lot of
people go low carb for a
variety of reasons, from
weight loss to gluten in-
tolerances.

But even if you don’t
count yourself in this
“low-carb camp,” I have
something you should to-
tally try: cheese taco
shells.

That’s right, I made

taco shells made out of
cheese, and they’re pretty
darn delicious.

The inspiration for
these came from the blog
“Kathryn’s Low Carb
Kitchen.” You can find
her technique at
http://kathrynslowcar-
bkitchen.blogspot.com/201
4/03/bacon-
tacos.html?m=1.

Cheese Taco Shells
Good melting cheese (I

used cheddar; the original
author used provolone)

Taco fixings of your
choice

Preheat the oven to 350
degrees.

Prepare a baking pan
with parchment paper.

Place slices of cheese or
piles of shredded cheese
configured into circle
shapes about an inch
apart on the baking sheet.
(They won’t spread a
whole lot, but they will a
little.) If you’re using
shredded cheese, fill an
area that’s roughly the
size you’d like your fin-

ished taco shell to be.
Bake for about 10 min-

utes and then check them.
If the cheese looks brown
around the edges, then
pull the shells from the
oven.

Wait just a moment and
then carefully remove the
cheese circles from the
parchment and drape
them over a spoon sus-
pended between two other
vessels (I tried using my
rolling pin, too, which
made for some wider taco
shells).

Let the cheese harden
and then serve filled with
your favorite taco ingredi-
ents.

I’m still not sure I trust
any diet plan that in-
cludes cheese taco shells,
but I’m willing to give it a
shot. 

Especially since I don’t
think I’m willing to give
up regular taco nights—
low carb or not.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now.

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Making taco shells out of cheese sounds a bit weird, but they are a nice change from the normal and good
for a low-carb diet.
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Bethel College sophomore Lara Scott puts up some pink yarn on the public art project that was at Fall Fest on
Saturday at the college. 

Bethel College Diversity Council
has public art project at Fall Fest

NORTH NEWTON—
Folks attending Fall Fest
on Saturday at Bethel Col-
lege knitted together a
public art project using
bright pink yarn.

Each person wrapped
the yarn around a pole
they identified with, such
as “I am single,” “I believe
in a higher power” and “I
own a home.” The poles
formed a circle.

“You're supposed to look
at labels you give yourself
and others, and how these
labels help build up com-
munity and also tear down
community at the same
time,” said Zachary Pre-
heim, Bethel College senior
and chairman of the Diver-
sity Council.

Then, all of the individ-
ual webs of yarn are
pushed to the top of the cir-
cle, creating a “web of in-
terconnectedness.”

The Diversity Council
had the Unity Project dur-
ing Bethel's homecoming
activities, and the council
is part of the Student Gov-
ernment Association, said
sophomore Lara Scott.

“Each string is an indi-
vidual person, but then
when you stand from a dis-
tance, you just see one
thing, which is humanity,”
Preheim said. “You don't
see the individual strings.”

The Unity Project ap-
pears to be at least a na-
tionwide movement that
launched June 2, 2016, ac-
cording to unityproject.net.
Preheim said the Unity
Project has “blown up” on
Facebook.

“The project is a re-
sponse to the divisiveness
and negative rhetoric in
American politics,” uni-
typroject.net stated. “With
this project, we hope to
raise consciousness about
the labels we give our-
selves and others and ex-
plore how those labels both
support and limit building
interconnected, interesting
communities.”

The reason the color
pink was used at Bethel on
Saturday was simple.

“The people who started
doing it just chose the color
pink,” Preheim said. “They
recommend using one
color.”

Preheim wasn't sure

how many strings were in
the Bethel project.

“I'm assuming over 100,
but I'm not exactly sure,”
he said.

One participant and re-
cent Bethel grad, Ally
Shoup, enjoyed winding
her string around the
poles.

“I love this,” she said.
On Friday, students, fac-

ulty and staff had the op-
portunity to take part in
the Unity Project.

This art project wasn't
the only booth at Fall Fest
on Saturday. There were
groups selling food, as well
as groups selling items like
table runners and books at
various booths. One of
those booths was manned

by local artist Conrad
Snider, assisted by Diane
Sorensen. Since 1995,
Snider has sold his hand-
thrown mugs commemo-
rating Bethel College and
the year of whichever Fall
Fest he happens to be at-
tending.

“I had about 50,” Snider
said about how many mugs
he brought to the festival.
“I always shoot for 50.”

The mugs, Sorensen
said, also are hand glazed.

“Very nice tradition,” she
said. “People come over to
the booth. People collect
them.”

Snider said one of his fa-
vorite parts of having the
booth at Fall Fest is talk-
ing to people.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Lea Baker of Newton appears to stretch out the paint that has dried on
her face while getting her face painted on Saturday at Bethel College's
Fall Fest. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Matthew Crider of Newton enjoys an inflatable during Fall Fest on Sat-
urday.  



“Cancer” and
“blessings” usually
aren't two words
most people equate
with each other, but
Jeanette Roberts
does.

Roberts has in her
life what she calls
“cancer blessings.”

The North Newton
resident was diag-
nosed with breast
cancer in July 2015.

She had a biopsy
done, and they told
her it was pre-cancer.

“It was supposed to
be pre-cancer,”
Roberts said.

Later, Roberts' sur-
geon called and told her
she had been upgraded to
cancer.

“It seems like every-
thing fell in my body, be-
cause it wasn't supposed
to be that way,” Roberts
said about what happened
when she heard the news.

She decided to get a
lumpectomy.

“That wasn't a difficult
decision, but the treat-
ment after, that was—the
radiation,” Roberts said.

She said she was torn
on that decision, and even
though she had stage 1
cancer, Roberts decided to
get radiation after read-
ing some things about the
treatment and meeting
with her oncologist, who
talked to her for two
hours.

“I just felt like I had
lots of information from
her,” Roberts said, adding
she has friends who had
stage 1 cancer, didn't opt
to get the radiation and
are doing great 15 years
later. She decided to play
it safer than that, how-
ever.

Roberts received many
blessings throughout her
cancer journey, including
inspirational messages at
the right times and people
who have been support-
ive.

For instance, when she
sat in her surgeon's office,
she read something in
there that said, “She stood
in the storm, and when
the wind did not blow her
away, she adjusted her
sails.”

“That really spoke to
me,” she said. “It didn't
blow me away because of
my faith.”

She said during her ini-
tial biopsy, she kept re-
peating that inspirational
phrase.

Roberts started radia-
tion treatments Dec. 8,
2015. A passage from the
Bible helped her get
through those. It is, “The
Lord will fight for you.
You need only be still,”
from Exodus 14:14.

“That was just exactly
what I needed mentally to
get through that piece of
treatment,” Roberts said.

So many people encour-
aged her along the way,
too.

“I'd go to work—St.
Mary's—and there'd be a
Bible verse in my mail-
box,” Roberts said about
what happened from time
to time.

Roberts left a full-time
teaching position in
Haysville to take a half-
time job at St. Mary's

School in Newton.
“That turned out to be a

great thing for the sup-
port I needed,” Roberts
said, adding she kept
Bible verses people had
left her by her desk at St.
Mary's, where she was a
media specialist and tech
teacher.

She said it was great to
have students go up to
her, give her a hug and
say they were praying for
her.

“It was an encourage-
ment,” Roberts said,
adding she retired at the
end of May 2016 because
of health reasons.

Another time, Roberts
was in Barnes & Noble in
Wichita with her grand-
daughter, who spilled
juice all over while they
were in the check-out line.
At the time, Roberts had
trouble thinking and deal-
ing with things, and she
had been talking to a
woman in line. While all
this was going on, Roberts
couldn't find a way to pay
the clerk, and the other
woman told her she'd pay
for Roberts' items. This
was even before Roberts
told her she had breast
cancer. After Roberts told
her, the lady gave her a
long, full-on hug and
prayed. Roberts finally
found a payment method.

“I thought I was dealing
with cancer pretty well as
this point, before my dad’s
death,” Roberts said. “I
was flustered about the
juice mess and not being
able to find my $20 bill
after my hacked credit
card didn’t work.

“Oh, my good-
ness, did that make an
impression on me,”
Roberts said about how
nicely the woman treated
her.

In addition, some of the
people Roberts knew who
have had cancer sur-
rounded her with support.

Roberts continued her
radiation therapy through
the end of December.
However, she got a double
whammy that month, as
her father passed away on
Dec. 12.

“He said, 'Now kiddo,
we need you around for a
long time, so you need to
do this,' and then he did-
n't stick around,” Roberts
said about her father ad-
vising her about getting
radiation.

When her father died,
Roberts misplaced her
cancer diary, but found it
again later.

Side effects of treat-
ment have been difficult,
Roberts said. They in-
clude weight gain, sleep-
lessness and low energy.
She has to take a medi-
cine that blocks estrogen.

Roberts said her doctor
told her one in eight
women gets breast cancer,
so she has company. One
is considered healed after
not having cancer for 10
years, although right now,
Roberts is cancer free.

Roberts continues to ex-
ercise, doing Zumba and
walking, as well as work-
ing out at Curves in New-
ton.

“Exercise is the most
important thing for what
I'm doing,” she said.
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Roberts recovering from cancer
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Fun and Fashion for the Cure
to be Oct. 25 at Meridian Center
Jeanette Roberts of North New-

ton will be one of several cancer
survivors modeling clothing during
Fun and Fashion for the Cure,
which is at 5:45 p.m. Tuesday, Oct.
25, at the Meridian Center in
Newton. Dinner will be served at 6
p.m.

The event is a benefit for Victory
in the Valley Harvey County
Chapter. Tickets are $25 and may
be purchased at Main Street Com-
pany, Moyo Clothing and Newton
Curves or contact Linda Hamm at
316-772-6496. Tickets need to be
purchased by Tuesday, Oct. 18.

Clothing modeled will be from
Main Street Company, Moyo
Clothing and Dress Barn.WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW

Jeanette Roberts of North Newton looks over her cancer diary.
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Wednesday, Oct. 5
9:30 a.m.—Bethel Life Enrichment, Luyken Fine Arts

Center at Bethel College in North Newton
10 a.m.—Alzheimer’s: Know the 10 Signs, Grand Cen-

tral. 122 E. Sixth St.
1 p.m.—Cards/Games, Grand Central
1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool for Women, Grand Central.

Ken Fast teaches billiards using Steve Mizerak’s com-
plete book of pool. Donation of $1 per week.

3:30 to 5 p.m.—Master Builders Legos. Building time
with lots of Legos. Ages 8 to 18. Newton Public Library,
720 N. Oak St.

5 p.m.—Bethel College Soccer vs. St. Mary, Bethel
College

7 p.m.—Bethel College Volleyball vs. St. Mary, Bethel
College

Thursday, Oct. 6
7:30 to 8:30 a.m.—First Thursday Breakfast, Grand

Central. Suggested donation is $5.
7:30 to 8:30 a.m.—Newton City Commission agenda

review, City Hall
10 a.m.—Community Chat and Coffee with Val Glea-

son, Newton Medical Center CEO, Grand Central
10:30 a.m.—Fall Preschool Story Time, Newton Public

Library
1 p.m.—Wii Bowling, Grand Central
5:15 p.m.—Tai Chi, Grand Central
6:30 p.m.—NHS Soccer vs. Maize. Fischer Field
7 p.m.—Youth Leaders in Kansas. Newton Public Li-

brary
7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night, American

Legion Post No. 2, 400 S. Spencer Road. Anyone age 8 or
older is welcome. Full game package is $10, and early-
bird package is $5. 

Friday, Oct. 7
6:30 p.m.—Alcoholics Anonymous, St. Matthew's

Episcopal Church, 2001 Windsor Drive. The group also
meets at the same time and location on Sundays. Use
the front door.

Sunday, Oct. 9
10:30 a.m.—Phyllis and Frankie Valens, First United

Methodist Church, 801 N. Main St. They are bringing
their gospel music ministry. Everyone is welcome.

Monday, Oct. 10

9 a.m.—Board of Harvey County Commissioners,
Harvey County Courthouse

4 to 5:30 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts, Newton
Public Library. Paint some bookends for the library
shelves. Play Xbox 360 Kinect, Wii, board games, card
games and online games. Bring your NPL card to use
the laptops.

7 p.m.—Newton USD 373 Board of Education, McKin-
ley Administration Center

Thursday, Oct. 13
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.—Newton Medical Center Gift Shop

Holiday Preview, Newton Medical Center lobby. Holi-
days featured include Halloween, Thanksgiving and
Christmas. Register that day for door prizes.

Tuesday, Oct. 18
Noon to 1:15 p.m.—Newton Area Chamber of Com-

merce Leadership Newton Luncheon, Meridian Center.
Co-founder of Freddy's, Scott Redler, will speak. Call
the chamber at 316-283-2560 for lunch reservations.

Saturday, Oct. 22
9 a.m.—Newton Online Auction Fall Flea Market,

1805 W. First St.

Tuesday, Oct. 25
5:45 p.m.—Fun and Fashion for the Cure, Meridian

Center. This is a benefit for Victory in the Valley Har-
vey County Chapter. Tickets, for $25, are available at
Main Street Company, Moyo Clothing and Curves, or
contact Linda Hamm at 316-772-6496.

Do you have an event you'd like listed in the
Community Calendar? If so, contact Mike Mendez
at mike@harveycountynow.com.

Community invited to hear Goossen
NORTH NEW-

TON—Duane
Goossen, former
Kansas budget di-
rector, will be
speaking at
Bethel College
Mennonite
Church on Thurs-
day, Oct. 13, at 7
p.m. His presenta-
tion is titled, “The
Big Issues for Kansas in
the 2016 Election.”

Goossen served as state
budget director for 12
years in the administra-
tions of three governors
and received the National
Association of State
Budget Officers’ Gloria
Timmer Award for his ca-
reer achievements. 

Goossen's name often
appears in the news as he
has been a frequently

cited critic of the
budgeting prac-
tices of Gov. Sam
Brownback as well
the Kansas Legis-
lature. 

He graduated
from Bethel Col-
lege and holds a
master’s degree in
public administra-
tion from the

Kennedy School of Gov-
ernment at Harvard Uni-
versity. Currently, he
writes and speaks about
the Kansas budget and
state finances.

This event is free to the
public and hosted by
Bluestem Communities
Public Policy Committee.
Bethel College Mennonite
Church is located at 2600
College Ave., North New-
ton, KS, 67117.

Goossen

Deanna Workman, 78,
died on Saturday, Sept.
24, 2016, at Newton
Medical Center in New-
ton. 

Deanna was born on
Sept. 19, 1938, to Felix
and Dorothy (Fleig)
Gasper in Downs. 

Deanna was retired
from The Newton
Kansan, where she
worked in distribution. 

She was an excellent
seamstress, enjoyed
cooking and was a good
grandmother. She was a
former president of the

Eagles Lodge and was on
the Ladies Auxiliary for
the VFW and American
Legion. 

She is survived by her
mother, Dorothy Tobias;
children, Robin, Roger
and Randy Hudson, and
Rose Anne Rinke; and
numerous grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

A public gathering
was on Wednesday,
Sept. 28, at Petersen Fu-
neral Home in Newton.
Family members were
there to greet friends.

DEANNA WORKMAN
Waunita

(Jantz) Decker
was born Aug.
5, 1914, in
Galva, the old-
est daughter of
Minnie
(Unruh) and
Jacob T Jantz.

She died
Saturday,
Sept. 24, 2016, at the
Bethesda Home in Goes-
sel at age 102.

Waunita worked in the
laundry of Bethel Dea-
coness Hospital for 20
years and volunteered at
Newton Medical Center
and at Source of Light
until she was past 90.

Waunita married
Clayton Decker on Sept.
2, 1934, in Galva. They
farmed in the Burrton
and Elbing areas before
moving to Newton in
1959. He died in 1969.

In addition to her par-
ents and husband, she
was preceded in death
by daughter Loretta

Loomis, son
Tony Decker,
son-in-law Don
Hall, great-
grandson Aaron
Decker, three
brothers and
three sisters.

Survivors in-
clude her son,
Larry and

Wanda Decker of Clear-
water; daughter-in-law,
Jan Decker of Wichita;
brother, Harold Jantz;
sister, Elsie Ford; 12
grandchildren; 26 great
grandchildren; and 24
great-great-grandchil-
dren.

Funeral service was on
Wednesday, Sept. 28, at
Newton Bible Church
with burial following at
Greenwood Cemetery.
Memorials may be made
to Newton Bible Church
or Source of Light (New-
ton).

Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton was in
charge of arrangements.

WAUNITA DECKER

Gail Albert
Reif, U.S. Army
veteran,
beloved family
man, friend,
passed on Tues-
day, Sept. 27,
2016, at 86
years old.

Gail, a resi-
dent of Wood-
land California, passed at
Sunrise of Frederick as-
sisted living, Frederick,
Md., where he was at-
tended by his grand-
daughter. 

Born on Feb. 9, 1930, in
Hesston to Theodore and
Anna (Lee) Reif, Gail is
survived by daughter
Kathryn English, grand-
daughter Korah Morez,
brother Wayne Reif and
sister Donna Reif. 

Gail served in the Ar-
tillery division of the U.S.
Army, stationed in Ger-
many, during the Korean
War. He remained in ac-
tive duty for four years
after his return, during
which time he served as
an officer on the Newton
police force from 1954-

1959. In Decem-
ber 1954, he
married Angie
Marie Ewy of
Moundridge.
After early mar-
ried years as a
salesman in the
mobile home
business, he and
Angie followed a

career in property man-
agement to many destina-
tions, such as California
(La Jolla, Chula Vista,
Vallejo, Escondido, Para-
dise, Davis, Woodland),
and Kona, Hawaii. 

A memorial gathering
for family and friends was
Tuesday, Oct. 4, at the
Newton VFW, 1610 S.E.
Third St.

Cremation will take
place for burial services to
be May 21, 2017, at The
Old Green Cemetery,
Tahlequah, Okla., where
Gail will be laid to rest
next to his departed wife,
Angie. Inquire to the fam-
ily for more details.

Memorials can be made
to the Veterans of Foreign
Wars.

GAIL REIF

Jessie Marie Martin
Lutman Owens, 89,
passed away on Friday,
Sept. 30, 2016, at Asbury
Park Healthcare in New-
ton.

Jessie was born on Feb.
21, 1927, in St. Louis to
Jessie and Corrine
(Robinson) Lutman. She
was a dedicated, loving
mother and grandmother.

She was preceded in
death by her parents and
two brothers: Ray and
Bob Lutman.

She is survived by her
children, Jim  (Judy) Mar-
tin, Connie (Maurice)
Tangeman, Phil (Sheila)
Martin, Ed (Pauline) Mar-

tin; 13 grandchildren,
Jaime Pratt, Darrin
Tangeman, David Tange-
man, Shane Martin,
Shaun Martin, Chris
Martin, Preston Martin,
Chad Martin, Tonya
Gregnet, Jeremy Martin,
Sara Martin, Cassidy
Harvell and Brittany
Martin; and several great
grandchildren.

There will be a memo-
rial service for family and
friends at 1 p.m. Sunday,
Oct. 9, at Botanica Gar-
dens of Wichita, 701 Ami-
don St., Wichita.

Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton is in charge of
arrangements.

JESSIE OWENS

Oct. 2
Arrests:
Sheldon Burch, 32,

open container, 200 Blk
N High 2

Bruce Fernandez, 50,
DUI, 200 Blk N. High

Maurice Eugene Smith,
21, aggravated battery,
200 W. Eleventh

Oct. 1
Criminal:
Poss Marij, Poss Para,

700 Blk W Twelfth
Arrests:
Joshua McVey, 33, Dis-

tribution of Marijuana, I-
135 Milepost 30

Don Mondragon Kirk,
possession of opiate, 100
Blk SE Second

Sept. 30
Criminal:
Poss Marij, Criminal

Trespass, 500 Blk W
Twelfth

Arrests:
Joan McCulloch, 54,

possession of opiate, 900
Blk Blaine

Jovena Portenier, 52,
warrant, 100 Blk South-
port Dr. 

Jeffrey Madsen, 60,
Warrant, 200 Blk E.
Broadway

Sept. 29
Criminal: 
Theft, Criminal Use of

a Financial Card, 1200
Blk N Main

Fail to Stop at Acci-

dent, 900 Blk  W First
Battery, 100 Blk E Sev-

enth
Violate PFA, 500 Blk

SE Third

Sept. 28
Criminal:
Theft, 1800 Blk W

First
Theft, 1700 Blk S

Kansas, 09/28/16 
Criminal Damage, 200

Blk N Beverly, 09/28/16 
Arrests:
Eriberto Jurado, 33,

Warrant, 100 Blk E.
Eighth 

Marcia Ann Anderson,
59, disorderly conduct,
1200 Blk N Main

Bobbie Lee Farmer, 32,

Driving while suspended. 
Sarah Miller, Posses-

sion of a hallucinogenic
drug, 700 Blk N High

Sept. 27
Criminal:
Theft, 1800 Blk W

First
Criminal Damage,

Criminal Trespass, 800
Blk S Kansas, 09/27/16 

Arrests:
Phyllis Band, 44, Pro-

bation Violation 1000 Blk
N Oak 

Patricia Carrion, 42,
Possession of stolen prop-
erty for more than
$1,500, 700 Blk N High
St.

Local symphony opening
60th season

The Newton Mid-
Kansas Symphony will
open it 60th anniversary
season with a Fall Clas-
sics Concert at 4 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 16, in
Bethel College Memorial
Hall. 

The concert will recog-
nize alumni players,
board members, and con-
ductors.

The concert will fea-
ture “Royal Fireworks
Overture” by George
Frederick Handel. It will
also have violist Kathryn
Steely, formerly of New-
ton, as the soloist on
Ernest Bloch’s “Suite
Hébraïque” and the full
orchestra plays Antonin
Dvorak’s “Symphony No.
9, from the New World.”

Steely is Professor of
Viola in the Baylor Uni-
versity School of Music.

Thomas W. Douglas,
now in his sixth season
as NMKSO’s music direc-
tor, will direct. 

The NMKSO continues
its Diamond Opus Season
with the Winter Classics,
Jan. 22, 2017, featuring
winners of the Ninth An-
nual Young Soloist com-
petition and the “Fanfare
Sixty” by Dwight Beck-
ham. The Pops Concert
on March 19 features
music by composer

Michael Knopf, formerly
of Newton.

Tickets are $15 at the
door/$13 in advance for
adults and $7 at the
door/$6 in advance for
students; children under
12 are free with an adult.
Purchase tickets during
store hours at Faith and
Life Bookstore, the
NMKSO office at 120 W.
6th St., and online at
nmkso.org.

Freddy's co-founder to
speak at chamber event 

The Newton Chamber
of Commerce will host a
leadership luncheon fea-
turing a speech by Scott
Redler, co-founder of
Freddy's Frozen Custard,
on Tuesday, Oct. 18. 

The event will be held
at noon and last until
1:15 p.m. at the Meridian
Center, 1420 E. Broad-
way. 

According to a chamber
release, Redler, both an
entrepreneur and restau-
rateur, has launched var-
ious restaurant concepts
through the years and
now serves as the COO of
Freddy's.

He helped launch the
fast-casual eatery in
2002 in Wichita, and it
has now been franchised
to more than 215 restau-
rant locations across the
U.S. 

The event costs $15 for
chamber members and
$25 for non-members to
attend. Deadline to regis-
ter is Tuesday, Oct. 11, at
3:30 p.m.

To register, call the
chamber offices at
(316)283-2560 or e-mail
Courtney Critchfield
at courtney@thenewton-
chamber.org.

Local insurance company
honored in its field 

Conrade Insurance
Group was named as
part of a “best practices”
study group for the   In-
dependent Insurance
Agents & Brokers of
America.

More than 1,800 inde-
pendent agencies
throughout the U.S. were
nominated to take part in
the annual study, but
only 254 agencies quali-
fied for the honor.

Mike Pompeo
coming to Newton

U.S Congressman
Mike Pompeo will be in
town Tuesday, Oct. 11,
for a chili dinner at the
Harvey County Republi-
can Office located at 423
N. Main. 

The event will last
from 5-7 p.m.

The organizers are ask-

ing for RSVPs by Sun-
day, Oct. 9, and encour-
age $10-$25
contributions for those
who attend. 

To place reservations,
call or text 316-323-0036.

Peiffer named Bunting
chief finance officer

Bunting Magnetics Co.
announced the appoint-
ment of Steven Peiffer as
the company’s chief fi-
nancial officer. Peiffer
brings more than 10
years of experience to
Bunting Magnetics, in-
cluding an extensive
background in account-
ing, finance, analysis and
acquisitions. 

—For Newton Now

Child found after short
search

According to a release
by the Newton Police De-
partment, the Harvey
County Emergency Re-
sponse Team deployed a
drone Oct. 2 in the
search of a missing child
in the 14000 block of NW
12th. 

While the drone did
not find a heat signature
for the child on the prop-
erty, the child was found
later by the Halstead
EMS Director about a
mile away.
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Iremember one evening as a
child witnessing a moving,
fluttering sky. A swarm of

monarch butterflies had settled in
the various elms and maples in
our yard, coloring them burnt or-
ange against the light of a setting
sun. I walked barefoot across the
lawn with my parents, all of us
gawking upward at the throbbing,
living foliage in amazement. 

At that age, 6 or 7, I had no ra-
tional concept of the world or the
knowledge of a continent-wide mi-
gration of millions of insects. I
just knew that the display was so
far outside of my ordinary life ex-
perience that it must be magic.
Perhaps an older, more theological
person would have interpreted the
feeling of awe I felt as a manifes-
tation of the divine.  

Standing among the thousands
of creatures, I felt a sort of in-
significance. It was one of those
moments when you realize that
you are part of a larger system
and not the center. I get the same
feeling looking out at the ocean or
at the mountains when I visit Col-
orado.

I still look for the arrival of
monarchs each year, but I don’t
think I will ever again see a dis-
play to rival that day. There
wasn’t much of a showing this

year, or at least I haven't seen
them yet. I saw one while sitting
in my backyard with Bruce Be-
hymer. It's been nice yard-sitting
weather of late.

I guess I got to ruminating on
monarch butterflies because of our
butterfly story recently, but I usu-
ally end up on the topic at least
once a fall. 

This year the species has appar-
ently made some sort of comeback,
though habitat loss has driven the
creature’s numbers down over the
years.

Strides have been made with
herbicides to eradicate milkweed,
a general nuisance of so many
fields or pastures. As milkweed is
what monarch caterpillars feed
on, an unintended consequence
has been a severe decline in but-
terfly populations.

It seems, as with so many
things, progress and advancement
comes with a balance. Our world
becomes increasingly ordered, but
in that order, we eliminate those
moments of serendipity that can
sometimes take our breath away.
There’s a book that many children
read in grade school called “The
Giver” that expresses this point
much more eloquently than I can,
if some of you recall reading it.

I say all of this because I think
it is important for us to see the ex-
isting aspects of the world outside
of our own neat houses, straight
roads and tamed land we have
created. Things that exist not be-
cause we allow them but simply
because they are: the sunsets
across the plains, the lightening
that cuts the sky, a hawk taking a
rabbit over a field, or even an out-
of-place morning glory in a well-
kept garden. 

These things remind us that we
are not the center but part of a
system, something far more com-
plex, interesting and beautiful
than our own attempts at order
could ever create. 

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Of order and monarchs
Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com
We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-

nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. 

Kansas, the
make-do state

Every year, like clockwork,
around October you'll see
the infamous Kansas ghost

story of Theorosa's Bridge crop up.
Most recently, it resurfaced in the
blog “Only in Your State.” 

If you aren't familiar, Theorosa's
Bridge sits just a few miles outside
of Valley Center. At one time, it
was an eerie old iron and wood
bridge that burned down in 1974,
which made it look even more sin-
ister than it actually was. 

If you go there now, you'll see a
concrete bridge with some graffiti
painted on it and a few beer cans
left by ghost hunters and teenage
explorers.

As the legend goes, Theorosa
was a young woman who gave
birth to a baby out of wedlock. To
hide her shame, she threw her
baby into the creek, and then over-
come by guilt, she jumped in after.
Both she and her baby drowned. 

At night, Theorosa can still be
seen as a blue mist floating over
the water crying out for her baby.
There are other versions of the
story, and a few are quite grizzly. 

I've done quite a bit of research
on Theorosa's Bridge over the
years, and the interesting thing is
that her story isn't at all that un-
usual. In fact, there is a name for

this type of legend: Crybaby
Bridge. Just about every state in
the U.S. has at least one Crybaby
Bridge story. And they all follow
the same premise: a young woman
has a baby out of wedlock, throws
it and herself into the water.
“...And even to this day you can
hear a guilt-ridden ghostly girl cry-
ing for her lost child.” 

One of the earliest and scariest
Crybaby Bridge legends is the one
of the Rusalki, which is Slavic in
origin. Rusalki are pale, beautiful
young women with very long, wet
hair who have died while carrying
an illegitimate child. They’ll often
seduce men and lure them into the
water—only to drown them. Other
times (I guess if they're feeling es-
pecially frisky) they will tickle peo-

ple to death. Just hearing the
laughter of a Rusalka can kill you.
The Rusalki must not be totally
lost souls, though, as it is possible
to capture, baptize and marry one.
Let me put a disclaimer here: I am
a cryptozoologist, not a ghost
hunter so I don't know how any
this works. Marrying a murderous,
Slavic ghost woman doesn't sound
a bit safe to me. I sure wouldn't
recommend it.

My theory on the Cry Baby
Bridge stories is that they were
created to keep teens from engag-
ing in extra-curricular shenani-
gans with each other. The
consequences are always the same:
a shame-filled, grief-stricken
mother throws her child and her-
self off a bridge. Maybe at one time
they worked, but I think more
often than not the stories back-
fired. When you think about it, it's
teenagers who go to these haunted
old bridges to “explore.”

Bruce Behymer is the Marketing
Dude over at Newton Now. He can
be found on moonlit nights at vari-
ous bridges across Harvey County

yelling all sorts of things as he tries
to summon forth his many lost

pairs of reading glasses.

Stay away from murderous Slavic ghosts

CARTOON BY AMY SMARSH-JOHNSON/NEWTON NOW

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners recently
approved an intention to sell one of the county's three
parks and named an upcoming property tax cap and in-
creasingly tight budgets as one of the reasons.

That decision drew a crowd, upset at the suggestion,
who packed the commission chamber, and has sparked
what will look to be a petition campaign to force the
commission to put the decision on the ballot. 

This editorial isn't to argue for or against the sale. It's
to say that in Kansas, we ought to get used to non-es-
sential services and amenities going away if we haven't
already.

This will continue to be what local governance will
look like in Kansas. 

Much of the nation has climbed out of the valley left
by the national recession. Wages continue to grow. Hir-
ing nationwide continues. And while this, for some rea-
son, might upset a few people, the economy nationally is
far better than it was eight years ago.

Yet in Kansas, on the local and state level, we con-
tinue to have the same conversations we've had since
the recession—that is, how do we make do. Perhaps
that's a suggestion for a new state slogan. 

Kansas: making do. 
A decade ago the state decreased funding to local city

and county revenue sharing programs. Cuts were made. 
Now state budgets, through large income tax cuts,

have declined over the years and pressure gets pushed
on local governments. 

Harvey County has seen decreases in state grants for
the Health Department, decreases in Federal Highway
Funding that passes through the state, and according to
the Assistant County Administrator Anthony Swartzen-
druber will lose around $60,000 with the elimination of
mortgage registration fees annually. 

At the same time the state has cut back on services,
pushing them again to local governments. 

Sheriff T. Walton will tell you that now part of the
Harvey County Jail serves as a mental ward.  There's
no room at state mental facilities, especially since Os-
awatomie lost certification through years of underfund-
ing. 

So instead, people in need of mental treatment sit
next to the courthouse behind bars, on the local dime. 

They sit next to probation violators in the cells, on
weekend long “dips” and 180-day “dunks.” Such viola-
tors used to be put in the state prison system but in-
stead are now the county's responsibility to confine and
pay for. That change was touted as a way for the state
to save money. 

And after decreasing the proportion of state funding
local governments receive and increasing the amount of
services it pushes off onto them, the state now limits
what such local governments can do with their revenue
with a property tax cap coming in 2018.

The cap requires a vote if a governing body sees an in-
crease in revenue greater than the rate of inflation on
the consumer price index. Harvey County would have
had to hold a vote this year if it increased revenue on its
budget by $39,000. The special election to hold that vote
would have cost the county $24,000. 

Now people can see that cap as good or bad. They will
now have a vote on what looks like any small increases
in local government revenue. 

But the reality of all these changes is this: with a fi-
nite amount of resources, local governments will priori-
tize providing the minimum services they are required
to fund, to the detriment of services not legally required,
but which serve the community. 

Again, that doesn't sound bad at all, until the service
you like takes the cut. 

Maybe it’s the sale of a park. Maybe it’s enlarged
printed books for seniors. 

Or perhaps it's getting rid of flowers downtown, or not
replacing playground equipment at a city park, provid-
ing funding to the senior center, or charging for bulky
item pickup. Perhaps funds for economic development
are cut.

Not all these things have happened and most people
reading couldn't care less about most of them. But
there's probably at least one on the list they do care
about. It’s easy for everyone to say “make do with less,”
until their issue ends up being part of the “less.” 

None of this takes budgeting responsibilities off the
shoulders of our elected officials. Their job is still to de-
cide the best ways to spend money, and as we've seen in
some cases, they can always do a better job in making
those decisions. We've made those points on a regular
basis. Hardships from the state cannot be used as an ex-
cuse. But as long as we continue to vote for the people
we do in the Kansas Legislature, for better or for worse,
this is what we'll see: a state constantly trying to figure
out how to make do, as those around it grow.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

THE ZEN OF BEHYMER

BRUCE BEHYMER

More than 7 million young
people across the country
will be celebrating Na-

tional 4-H Week, which takes place
annually during the first full week
of October.

Harvey County 4-H leverages
National 4-H Week to celebrate the
great things the 4-H youth devel-
opment program offers young peo-
ple and highlights the incredible
4-H members who each day work
to make a positive impact on their
community. Around our communi-
ties, you will see 4-H posters, win-
dow displays and community
service events happening this
week.

4-H is a nationwide program led
by state land-grant universities in
cooperation with local county/dis-
trict extension councils. In Kansas,
4-H is the largest youth educa-
tional program, aside from public
schools.

4-H is a community of young
people, ages 5 through 18, across
America who are learning leader-
ship, citizenship and life skills. 4-H
empowers youth to reach their full
potentials, working and learning in
partnership with caring adults. 4-
H is education for life that uses a
learn by-doing approach.

4-H is bringing families together.
In this busy world, schedules often

send family members in a variety
of directions. 4-H families learn to-
gether. They plan meetings,
events, projects and activities to-
gether. Family members help out
as club leaders, project leaders,
meeting helpers, transportation
aides and in a variety of other
ways. Parental involvement can
help ensure the best learning expe-
rience for your child.

National 4-H week also marks
the start of a new 4-H year, which
is a great time to get involved.
Harvey County 4-H will host “4-H
Sign-Up Day” from 9 a.m. to noon
Saturday, Oct. 22, at the Newton
Rec Center. Anyone who would
like more information about join-
ing or volunteering with 4-H
should stop by to learn more. 

Hannah Anderson is the Harvey
County Extension agent in 4-H

youth development.

Signup day for 4-H scheduled for Oct. 22

4-H EXTENSION AGENT

HANNAH ANDERSON

Vote for Tim Hodge
Newton’s House District 72 needs a new representa-

tive, and I urge you to vote for Tim Hodge.
Kansas used to have an enviable education system

which provided adequate funding for its public schools.
But in recent years, this system has become severely
eroded due to a taxation experiment implemented by
our current governor and current state representative.
Their experiment of tax exemptions for business owners
has caused sales taxes and property taxes to increase
for hard-working families while failing to give Kansas
the promised gains in jobs and prosperity. It is past
time for them to take corrective measures. But instead
of owning up to their mistake, they continue to blindly
defend a plan that is bankrupting our state.

Tim Hodge is a smart and passionate Newton citizen.
He is a skilled attorney and hard-working school board
member. He knows a strong public school system is val-
ued by families and businesses alike; schools are impor-
tant assets for any thriving community. Tim Hodge will
actually listen to the people that he represents, and that
will be a welcome change. Be a part of making that
change happen.

Early voting starts Oct. 20. Cast your vote for Tim
Hodge.

Brad Guhr
Newton
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Usually, I don’t get caught
up in conversations about
political views because, A.

There is never a clear winner
and, B. Political arguments are
often pointless and simply expose
what television channel the per-
son arguing a stance likely
watches.

However, having reached the
age when rainfall has become an
important topic of conversation
and I even added a rain gauge to
my yard art this spring, I find
myself included in all sorts of
other discussions that often lead
to politics. Last weekend was one
of those moments while drinking
coffee with a group of older guys.

First of all, just to be clear, I
don’t use a cane. I understand the
point of such tool, but I am basi-
cally under-informed about the
challenges of it. So, when a con-
versation about age turned to
cane usage, I was basically a by-
stander who nodded occasionally
while trying to stay focused long
enough for the topic to change.

“I’m supposed to carry my cane
with me,” one fellow explained to
another.  “But I quit, because I
forget I have it and end up leav-
ing it at places all over town.”

The rest of us around the table
agreed that could certainly be an
issue worth keeping a cane
tucked away in one’s closet or car
or the local coffee shop. One of
the other fellows added his own
thoughts, however. 

“My doctor told me to start
using my cane, but I told him if
people see that, they’ll think I’m
old.”

Coming from a guy who was in
his upper 80s added to the humor
of the quote.

Once the cane conversation was
exhausted, we drifted to agricul-
ture—another hot topic among
the group, all of whom once lived

or worked on farms. We discussed
commodity prices—bad; land
prices—good, but sometimes bad;
and the overall health of the
farming community—which di-
vided the conversation between
OK and terminal.

Finally, everyone refilled his
coffee cup, and I realized we were
about to bridge the topic of presi-
dential candidates when someone
asked, “Are you going to watch
the debate?”

There were a number of nods
and one fellow exclaimed, “I still
have no idea which candidate will
do the least damage to the U.S.”

Everyone had a good laugh,
and I felt compelled to share a
few of my favorite Facebook posts
in an effort to keep the conversa-
tion light:

*There’s a cartoon featuring
candidates at the 2016 Presiden-
tial Olympics’ Whopper Competi-
tion, where their noses grow with
each statement made…

*And another when a candidate
is cheering about winning an “un-
favorable ratings” contest; 

*One post showed a yard sign,
crafted from the likeness of the
movie, “Dumb and Dumber,” clev-
erly titled, “Nope and Noper;”

*Or, another yard sign stating,
“My vote goes to wandering
hordes of zombies in 2016. At
least they’re wandering.”

While we agreed the jokes cap-

tured most people’s thoughts,
someone then asked who I sup-
ported in the election. It was my
cue to either feign a heart attack,
convulsions or quickly craft an-
other appointment awaiting my
immediate attention. I chose the
latter and escaped.

I ended up watching the de-
bate, though I can’t say it helped
me move from “undecided.” In
fact, it only supported my theory
that campaigning causes gross
under-nourishment of the dorso-
lateral prefrontal cortex where
memories are stored in the brain,
because neither candidate could
remember what he or she said,
last week. With memories that
short, I hoped someone guided
each one to his appropriate dress-
ing room when the debate was
over.

I also decided that such a mon-
umental occasion of political spin-
doctoring warranted its own
drinking game, such as one at De-
bateDrinking.com. There, you can
select a candidate accompanied
by his own word list that triggers
the next round. Of course, I’m not
sure how the game proceeds after
the first 11 minutes when you’re
26 drinks in…

But at least I feel better about
the next roundtable discussion.
When someone wonders about my
party preference, I’ll look him
squarely in the eye and ask in a
most concerned voice, “Where’s
your cane?”

That should shape the ensuing
20 minutes, while I work on my
exit strategy… 

Ken Knepper, who’s convinced
that in this year’s election, the let-

ters behind a candidate’s name
could mean, “R” for “ridiculous”
and “D” for “dim-witted,” can be

reached at:
Ken.Knepper@gmail.com.

Canes better conversation today than politics Guest Editorial

Weigh in

Reading your local paper
is ‘Way to Know’
your community

Since getting rid of cable sev-
eral years back, our family
has tried just about every

cable alternative available. We
added an external antenna to our
TV and supplemented with Net-
flix, Hulu, Amazon Prime Video
and Sling TV—not always at the
same time, but sometimes. And
they’ve all had their pros and
cons.

Netflix has a decent selection of
streaming films and an increas-
ing amount of original content,
but you can’t stream new shows.
Sling TV allows you to stream
new TV, but with limitations and,
in my experience, technical diffi-
culties (in our house, it likes to
drop signal at the absolute worst
time). And Hulu allows for both
streaming of newer TV shows and
some movies for a pretty low
price, but I don’t feel like it does
either perfectly.

Then we tried Playstation Vue
after a couple of our friends sug-
gested it. I was aware of Playsta-
tion Vue when it first came out,
but I didn’t really follow it be-
cause, at the time, it was only
available in select larger metro
areas. But I had somehow missed
the fact that Sony opened it up to
a nationwide audience earlier
this year. So, I gave it a go...and
I’m never going back to Sling TV
or Hulu.

Playstation Vue is the stream-
ing television solution I’ve liter-
ally been waiting years for. It has
the support of most of the major
networks with a great channel se-
lection, it’s incredibly convenient,
the interface is slick and easy-to-
use, I can watch it on the go
using the Vie Mobile app on my
smartphone, and the prices are
very, very reasonable for what
you’re getting.

Plans start at $29.99 for more
than 55 channels and top out at
$64.99 for more than 100 chan-
nels, including HBO and Show-
time. The cheapest option, the
Access Slim plan at $29.99 per
month, offers many of the same
channels you see in traditional
cable packages, like Disney,
MTV, FX, ESPN, Fox Sports and
On Demand channels for almost
all the basic networks.

Those On Demand channels for
ABC, NBC and Fox are worth the
price of admission alone, espe-
cially for our family that watches
a lot of network programming.
Having the option of watching
our favorite shows without hav-
ing to be home at a specific time
every night is very convenient,
especially in the fall when our
schedules are crazy and all the
popular network shows are start-
ing back up. 

For channels that don’t offer
on-demand programming,
Playstation Vue has a killer fea-
ture that could potentially be a
knockout blow to its rival Sling
TV—and that’s DVR functional-
ity. On Demand channels are
great, but you often can’t rewind
or fast forward, so you’re stuck
sitting through commercials. But
with Playstation Vue, all you
have to do is add specific pro-

grams to your Favorites list, and
the service “records” them for you
to watch at your leisure for up to
28 days after they air.

If you do choose to step up to
Playstation Vue’s $64.99 package,
the Ultra Slim plan, you get all
the channels offered in the plans
below it (plus a few different vari-
ations of popular networks) in-
cluding Showtime and HBO. I’ve
been away from cable for a while,
so I don’t know what pricing is
like for comparable plans, but I’m
confident from what I remember
that you can’t come close to get-
ting this channel selection with
the two biggest premium cable
channels for 65 bucks. 

Here’s what might be the best
part: You don’t even need a
Playstation to use Sony’s Vue
service. While it’s certainly nice
being able to switch from slaying
zombies in “Dying Light” to
streaming the latest episode of
“Fear the Walking Dead” with the
push of a button, you also can use
the service through a Roku player
or Amazon Fire TV, Amazon Fire
TV Stick, and Android and iOS
devices. So there’s a really good
chance you’ve already got the
hardware needed to get started. 

And there’s no risk to giving
Playstation Vue a chance. Sony
offers a seven-day free trial to all
new users, so if you try it out and
decide it’s just not for you, you
can easily cancel and you won’t
be billed a penny. But I’m willing
to bet that if you do give Playsta-
tion Vue a try and fully explore
the functionality of the service,
it’s not Sony you’re going to end
up calling to cancel. 

Jeremy Jaso is a gamer who re-
sides in Newton with his wife and

two children. 

Playstation Vue is the future of streaming TV

CONVERSATION PIECE

KEN KNEPPER

REWIND

JEREMY JASO

Several years ago, cyberspace was frenzied over many
popular websites going dark for 24 hours to protest a
federal bill meant to crack down on video piracy.

The Stop Online Piracy Act—or SOPA—was a contro-
versial and perhaps misguided effort championed by the
Motion Picture Association of America to end illegal on-
line sharing of copyrighted material, primarily movies
and music.

To protest SOPA and its potential threats to the First
Amendment, Wikipedia, Google, Reddit and—heaven
forbid—I Can Haz Cheezburger, among many others, all
shut down for a 24-hour period to show the web-surfing
world what it would be like without its daily fix of pho-
tos of cats riding in baby strollers.

SOPA was eventually defeated, but a strong, valid
point was made. We had come to rely on those websites
for information and entertainment. Their value to Inter-
net users was unquestioned.

Now imagine your own corner of the world without its
local newspaper. At first, you might not notice much dif-
ference if the daily or weekly paper failed to show up in
your driveway or mailbox, or on your computer screen or
smartphone.

Rather quickly, a good fraction of the Internet itself
would go dark again. This time involuntarily. If you’ve
never noticed, the web and thousands of sites are popu-
lated by millions of stories and photos produced by local
journalists. There’d be gaping holes on sites like Google
and even Facebook where newspaper content is con-
sumed and shared.

And soon an oily sheen would start to coat all the sur-
faces in town. With the watchdog off duty, things would
start to go awry. The sunlight of transparency would in-
evitably set.

That’s because a terrific amount of content that seems
birthed magically of the digital age actually starts out
as the scribblings or recordings of intrepid community
reporters at city halls, school board meetings and state-
houses nationwide and around the world.

And without their efforts, many officials would find it
too tempting and much too easy to fudge the rules on
public meetings, open records and a multitude of other
rights to which taxpayers are entitled.

For instance, just here in Mississippi taxpayers may
never have known the full story about the public hospi-
tal on the Gulf Coast that squandered the pensions of
its employees.

City officials in a northeastern community of the state
may have decided it’s simply too convenient or expedi-
ent to not hold all their meetings in private. Why
shouldn’t they, the council members and attorneys
might shrug. Not many people show up to the meetings
anyway.

Or how about another town getting by without ex-
plaining to its citizens why a Department of Justice for-
feiture fund evaporated?

All of these are real and recent examples where a
local newspaper made a difference on behalf of the citi-
zens it serves.

I’ll be honest, covering the public board meetings is
not glamorous work. It can be rather tedious, actually.
But like plumbing a toilet, sometimes a job is underval-
ued until there’s no one willing or able to do the work.

That's not to say the job of a community journalist is
unpleasant (despite some national polls that will tell
you as much); it’s often one of the best in town, full of its
own rewards. But it certainly can be—and often is—
taken for granted.

Without newspapers, you might say, a substitute
watchdog would come along to serve in the role. Eventu-
ally perhaps, but how much damage is done in the in-
terim? And why put out to pasture a medium that's held
this responsibility close to its heart for centuries?

If it ain't broke, don't fix it we say.
Oct. 2-8 is National Newspaper Week, a time when

those of us who work on behalf of newspaper media will
make an extra effort to sing the praises of community
journalists and the work they do for all of us.

Literally, in towns, counties, parishes and provinces
across North America, your local newspaper is the way
to know what’s going on in the world around us.

We’re not under any illusion our work will ever be as
popular as that video of the tabby playing the piano.
But we're still proud of what we do. And we hope you
can be, too.

Layne Bruce is executive director of the Mississippi
Press Association and president of Newspaper Associa-
tion Managers, Inc., which annually sponsors National

Newspaper Week. His e-mail address is lbruce@ms-
press.org.

Grand Central gauging interest in grandparent class
Grand Central, formerly the Newton Area Senior

Center, recognizes that there are grandparents in our
community who are raising or have primary responsibil-
ity for the their grandchildren. 

We are reaching out to schools, health care providers,
and the public to determine the need for and interest in
a short series of sessions to provide resources and sup-
port to these grandparents. 

If you or someone you know would benefit from these
sessions, please call 283-2222 with contact information.
We would like to offer this series this fall.

Donna Becker
Newton

Say what?

Politics is the art of
looking for trouble,
finding it everywhere,
diagnosing it incor-
rectly and applying the
wrong remedies.

Groucho Marx



Page 8      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now     October 6, 2016FROM PAGE ONE

well loved.”
Nelson argued that many people use the park,

and the county could look for ways of generating
revenue at the park, such as charging for use of the
disc golf course or for disc golf tournaments, to help
pay expenses. 

Nelson also argued that the commission shouldn't
sell the park and should have asked for more input
from residents before floating such a decision. 

“It appears to me you employed a brilliant strat-
egy to avoid letting the public know about this,” he
said. 

Harvey County Commissioner Randy Hague said
the possible sale of the park had been discussed in
the open not only at county commission meetings
but has been presented to the Harvey County Parks
Board. 

“We brought it to the parks board over a year
ago,” Commissioner Randy Hague said. “Why the
parks board didn't take it to their advisory board, I
can't answer that question.”

County Administrator John Waltner also later
objected to charges that the discussions to sell
Camp Hawk were not above board.

“I do take exception to the implication that on
these three people and myself there's been some
sort of nefarious under the table plan to slip this
through,” Waltner said, raising his voice in a rare
show of emotion. 

Waltner added that he understood why Nelson
and others were upset at the idea of losing a serv-
ice, but they could either accept that loss or work to
file a protest petition to force a county-wide vote on
the issue. 

To force a vote, those opposed would need to
gather signatures from 2 percent of registered vot-
ers in the county, around 400, within 45 days of
Sept. 23, when the county's intent of sale was first
published.

Jim Juhnke spoke to the commission, asking
them how much they thought they would get for the
park and what they would do with the money. 

“I think it would be helpful if the government
would give more info from the prospective sale,” he
said. “Are we talking about $1,000, $10,000,
$80,000, or what?”

Waltner told Juhnke that an appraiser valued the
park at $300,000, though there was no way of
knowing if the park would sell for that much. 

Waltner said money from the park would go into
a capital outlay fund for the two existing parks in
Harvey County and only be used to upgrade those
parks.

Juhnke then asked what the long-term plan with
such a decision would be, questioning that if the
parks needed money five or 10 years down the line
would the commission decide to sell acreage off of
another county park. 

Hague responded that would be up to voters and
future commissions. 

Four others in the room addressed the county
about their objections to the sale, and much of the
objection centered on the loss of the disc golf course
at the park. 

Camp Hawk draws players from around the re-
gion to annual disc golf tournaments. 

“I probably spend as much time playing as any-
body around. Camp Hawk is one of the only things
that has kept me in Harvey County,” Chris Smith, a
teacher in Newton said. 

Smith said the course is one of the best around
thanks to the heavy amount of trees and obstacles,
and that attempts to build other course to replace
Camp Hawk wouldn't be the same. 

Smith grew choked up during his speech about
the park. 

“I really encourage you to obviously do what you
feel is best for the citizens of Harvey County,” he
said. “I don't know if selling Camp Hawk is honestly
that thing.”

During the meeting, Commissioner Chip Westfall
did admit that people use the disc golf course and
the park more than the commission originally
thought. 

“We are finding out that the park is used more
than we realize,” he said, then adding that the
county would work with members of the Harvey
County Disc Golf community to design and build a
replacement course at East or West Park. 

“You have to understand we've also offered you a
site and for you to design a site,” he said.

Hague said without the sale the other two exist-
ing parks in Harvey County would suffer as its
budget becomes tighter. 

“We're going to have to make cuts to all three
parks, instead of enhancing two parks,” Hague said. 

Nelson said that selling one park to upgrade two
parks because the county faced a tighter budget
didn't make sense. 

“This park has been a part of Harvey County for
40 years,” he said. “You don't sell it because the
budget is tight and you want a new flat screen.”

“We're not cutting, we're trying survive,” Krehbiel
said of why the county decided to try to sell the
park.

Nelson said that volunteers would be happy to do
what they could to keep the park going. 

“We will continue to pick up the slack out there,”
he said. “We love the place. We want to keep using
it. The request is do not take our voice and take our
park to provide increased amenities to the other
parks.”

Now the whole decision on the sale sits in the
hands of those putting together a petition drive. 

Nelson said that the group of Camp Hawk sup-
porters were in the process of getting a petition set
up to be approved by the county attorney, and then
would get to work collecting signatures. 

If the group would be successful in its drive, a
county-wide vote would be forced on the issue. 

The commission previously expressed not want-
ing to hold a special election for the issue, which
would run the county round $24,000.

So with too tight of a time period to get the ques-
tion of selling the park on this year's general elec-
tion ballot, it would be placed on the November
ballot in 2017. Then voters across the county would
vote to approve putting the park up for sale. 

None of this means that the park would be sold
immediately. The county would have to find a buyer
first. 

HAWK
From Page 1

sauna, whirlpool and steam room, two gymnasi-
ums, an indoor track, studios for group exercise
classes as well as racquetball courts.

The YMCA will host an open house for the com-
munity to tour the finished facility on Saturday,
Nov. 12, from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.

Hours for the YMCA, once open, will be from 4:30
a.m. to 11 p.m., Monday through Thursday, 4:30
a.m. to 9:30 p.m. on Friday and 6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
on weekends.

YMCA
From Page 1

board in his classes and,
perhaps, let others in the
district use them.

“Google has created a
wonderful new program
called Expeditions and
Google Street View,”
Graber said. “They are not
compatible with our iPads
and laptops and need to be
used with Google Card-
board Viewers. Google has
created this technology
with smart phones in
mind, and I think it is
something that can really
be a benefit as part of the
American History class-
room and curriculum.”

A couple of Graber's stu-
dents, Estefania Munguia
and Enyisha Peterson,
tried out the devices while
Graber was being inter-
viewed. They laughed,
pointed and moved their
heads around while look-
ing through them.

“I think it's cool and
fun,” Peterson said.

“I freakin' love this,”
Munguia said. “It, like,
makes learning more fun.
Mr. Buller and him have
made social studies really
fun.” 

She said another thing
she likes about Google
Cardboard is they can go
to places where wars hap-
pened.

“I like that you can look
up any place,” Peterson
said.

While looking through
the device, Peterson
pointed up and to the
right, saying, “Dude, look
at that tree!”

When Munguia looked
up to see the tree, which
really wasn't there but
only was in the device Pe-
terson was looking
through, people in the
room chuckled.

The devices work like
this—people download an
app, either Google Street
View or Google Expedi-
tions. Once they call it up
on their smart phones, the
app makes two images of
a 360-degree photo, much
like the old stereoscopes of
Victorian times did, so
each eye separately sees
the same image, turning it
3D. However, in the app, a
person needs to push
“mask.”

“Anybody can do any
one of those,” Graber said.

The stereoscopes only
had one photo to turn 3-D,
but with these apps and
Google cardboard, which
is what people slip their
smart phones into, they
can hold it, move it all
around to get a 360-degree
view of a site they visit,
such as the Pyramids in
Egypt or the mountains in
Switzerland. It creates a
virtual reality.

As of Friday, Graber
only had a few smart
phones the students could
use, and that's why he's
asking for smart phone
donations from the public.

“Our big drawback is
always funding,” Graber
said, adding the reason
he's asking for donations,
even though students
have their own smart
phones, like iPhones and
Androids, the app eats too
much data, and he doesn't
think students should
have to pay for that.

“I went through the
school district, and we

went through what it will
look like if they donate a
phone,” Graber said.

He said the donation
will be tax deductible,
and if people aren't using
an old smart phone, this
will go toward something
where it will be used. It's
a way to recycle the
phones. Those wishing to
donate should put the
smart phone, charger and
any other accessories in a
box or envelope, mark the
envelope or box with
“Smartphone Giveback
Program” and email
Graber at
monty.graber@usd373.org
or call him at 316-217-
1920 (he can even pick it
up) or give it to the CMS
front office staff or have
your child give it to
Graber.

A used smart phone on
Amazon costs around
$150, Graber said. His
dream is to get enough
phones to have one for
every two of his students,
which would be around 15
phones.

Graber said Google
Cardboard can be pur-
chased for $10 on Ama-
zon.

When phones are do-
nated, Graber said he'd
like the engineering class
at Chisholm to make a
place to store them. This
way, multiple classes and
teachers will be involved.
Even Graber's 3-year-old
son thinks it's cool.

Google Cardboard could
be used for other classes,
as well, Graber said. For
instance, art classes can
visit the Sistine Chapel,
and science classes can
look at small objects up
close.

In addition, students
would be able to visit his-
toric buildings in Newton,
and it would be a way to
energize students.

“How do we enhance
what we're already
doing?” Graber said.

Graber said his goal is
to have a way to have oth-
ers in the district check
them out.

“My thing is, if you get
something cool—why
keep it in your classroom
when you can share it
with everyone?” he asked.

Graber learned about
Google Cardboard when a
man named Glenn Wiebe
did a tech demo for a
class Graber teaches for
Associated Colleges of
Central Kansas at
McPherson College called
Social Studies Methods
for the Secondary Educa-
tor.

“It's one of those things
where I think, 'It's so cool.
How can we do this?'”
Graber said. “If this is set
up right, you can walk
down the street.”

While students Peter-
son and Munguia looked
through Google Card-
board, at least one of
them looked at the “Lost
City” of Petra. Graber
told them it was built in
Jordan. One student
wanted to know how peo-
ple get out or Petra, and
Graber said there are
paths out. A part of the
third Indiana Jones
movie was filmed there;
it's the city carved into
cliff faces.

“I think my students
will tell you we don't just
do history, we experience
history,” Graber said.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Chishom Middle School eighth grader Enyisha Peterson reacts to some-
thing she sees on a smart phone as she prepares to use Google Card-
board.

GOOGLE
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place closes down. 
Bills is more than a just

a bar said Tim Polley,
who's behind the bar
grabbing more beer.

“It's  like Cheers where
everybody knows your
name.”

***

That scene is now part
of the past. Bills Bar,
which has long set at 421
Main Street, closed down
Oct 5.

“I'm old, I'm worn out
and I'm tired,” Hedges,
who's nearing 80 ex-
plained of his decision to
close.

The bar, which served
3.2 percent beer, wasn't as
packed in the later years
as it once was in its hey-
day of the ’80s and ’90s. 

The reason, in part,
Hedges said, is many of
his friends who used to
populate the bar have
passed away. 

For many railroaders,
working people, and long-
time residents, Bills has
been a familiar aspect for
a constantly changing
Newton and Main Street.

It was a place to share a
laugh, a story and get a
beer.

For Hedges, it was a
place where everyone, in-
cluding him and his
friends, could have a good
time. That's what made
running the place fulfill-
ing. 

“I really enjoyed it
when there wasn't any
trouble,” he said. “I didn't

like rough necks. I got to
where I could spot them
right away.”

During his time work-
ing the bar many of the
customers turned into his
friends. He said at its
height, 50 to 60 people
would pack the tight loca-
tion during the weekend
nights. 

Hedges, who worked as
a construction worker at
the time in Wichita, took
over Dicks Bar in 1978.

“I worked construction
in the day and the bar at
night,” he said. 

He said for the most
part business running a
bar went well as long as
you were on the right side
of the local law enforce-
ment. 

“They've given me a lit-
tle trouble, but mostly I
caused it,” he said.

That line of discussion
got the whole group
drinking in the bar remi-
niscing. 

Polley, as he crushed
beer cans, recalled the
time Hedges got in an ar-
gument that a motorbike
sitting in the bar still ran
and turned it on with the
machine still in gear. The
machine dragged Hedges
across the floor before
running into a pool table,
to the bar’s enjoyment. 

Hedges noted it was a
good thing it hit the pool
table and not some people.

Hedges recalled when
the police came in with
shields and night sticks
thinking there was a gun
fight at the location.

“They'd been shooting
fireworks,” he said, ex-
plaining a few people
were firing bottle rockets

in the bar.
“There was smoke blow-

ing out of the door. It's a
wonder they didn't catch
the place on fire.” 

The reminiscing eventu-
ally drifted to the bar's
longtime bird, Budgy, a
parakeet who was present
in Bills for 18 years.

The bird could be
counted on for an occa-
sional squawk as well as
undoing buttons on peo-
ple's shirts and occasion-
ally biting a person's ear
or nose. Hedges said he'd
usually have to pry the
bird off of who it clamped
down on.

“We have been through
some battles,” he said
fondly of the bird, recall-
ing the various times it
cut him deeply.

***

The bar Hedges ran
served as a bit of a time
capsule to the past. Peo-
ple still walked in and
made conversation, in-
stead of looking at their
phones. Buying one round
for the bar usually earned
three or four in return.
Old-school beer ads and
signs covered most walls.
An area dedicated to pho-
tos of Marilyn Monroe
covered another. 

It looked like beer
joints once looked: a cool
dark place to drink.

“People don't come in a
bar to sit in the sun-
shine,” Hedges explained
of the lighting and argu-
ments he's had with the
city in the past about put-
ting in more lighting.

Hedges is friendly, a bit
gruff, but a heck of a

story teller when he gets
going. He's also a take it
or leave it kind of guy. If
people don't like how he
runs his bar, they can
leave.  

That's why in an age of
smoking bans, people still
lit up at Bills.

“I was real upset over
that,” Hedges, who does-
n't smoke, said of the ban.
“I went ahead and let
them smoke. They [the
city] came in and hit me
four times. I told them
they had to have other
better things to do.” 

Eventually, Hedges
said, they left him be. 

Hedges kept Bills a con-
stant in Newton for
nearly four decades in a
town short on bars and
shorter on ones that stay
around for along time.

On Saturday, Oct. 8, at
9:30 a.m., an auction will
be held for the items in-
side the bar, including the
Marilyn Monroe memora-
bilia. 

The building it operates
in is now owned by Jason
Mitchell, a local landlord.
There are plans to move
an insurance agency in-
side once Bills is gone.

Hedges didn't say what
he plans to do once the
bar is closed up. He joked
part of him would regret
selling it, and part of him
wouldn't mind not having
to worry about losing
money on it. 

But all in all over those
years it's been a good ride
worth doing and one he's
enjoyed.

“Yeah, I guess there
were a lot of good times,”
he said. “A few bad times,
but mostly good times.”

BILLS
From Page 1

Woman arrested for stolen car situation
Newton Police arrested Patricia

Carrion, 42, for possession of a
stolen vehicle on Sept. 27. 

Police Lt. Scott Powell said dur-
ing a patrol a police officer noticed
a car with Missouri tags that
looked out of place in a driveway.

“They normally don't run tags in
everyone’s driveways; there was

something about it that stuck out,”
Powell said. 

The plates came back as stolen.
Powell said police then contacted
the house, asking about the vehi-
cle. 

He said during the investigation
Carrion told police officers that the
vehicle belonged to a man she met
in Salina, who was arrested on
warrants. She then took the vehi-

cle back to New-
ton and parked
it, not knowing
it was stolen.

Carrion was
booked on
charges of pos-
session of stolen
property for a
value of more
than $1,500. 
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