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It’s hard to have a debate by yourself, but Tim Hodge
tried. 

The residents of Kidron Bethel Village packed the
cafeteria of the facility to hear a debate between State
House District 72 Candidate Tim Hodge and Incumbent
Marc Rhoades. 

Two microphones were set up. The crowd waited as
Hodge walked around, shaking hands and working the
room. But with no Rhoades appearing, finally the mod-
erator, Helen Nachtigal, after some confusion, decided
the show must go on. 

“We reaffirmed with him a day ago by e-mail,” she
later said. “I don't know what happened.”

Rhoades stated later, via e-mail, that he informed the
facility the day prior he wasn't coming. 

The miscommunication later turned into the social
media chatter between the two candidates. 

“It's unfortunate that our opponent, Rep. Rhoades, de-
cided that he couldn't explain his record and chose not
to attend,” Hodge's campaign page posted. 

Rhoades' campaign then shared the Hodge post and
responded, “I e-mailed K-B the day before that a time-

Online barbs
thrown after
non-debate
� Hodge speaks to crowd at Kidron Bethel without
Rhoades after candidate bows out of scheduled 
debate. Both have exchange online afterward. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See DEBATE / 8

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Gail Stucky, center, co-director of libraries at Bethel College in North Newton, talks to Newton High School students Sarai Stamps,
left, and Guilherme Berbel about one of the busts in Mantz Library that scares people.

The opening scene of the origi-
nal 1984 “Ghostbusters” movie
features a haunted library. 

And while there's no ecto-
plasm flowing about in the cata-
combs of Mantz Library at
Bethel College, students have
suggested that it, too, is
haunted. 

Gail Stucky, co-director of li-
braries, said former student
Sam Gaeddert told her he had a
weird experience in the new sec-
tion of the library when he was
closing one evening. He told her
he felt cold and smelled heavy

Who ya gonna call?

SEVERAL PARANORMAL ACTIVITIES REPORTED IN NEWTON AREA

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Usually it’s businesses, or
organizations that pony up
the cost to hand out candy to
1,500 or so children who
swarm downtown for the Hal-
loween Safe Walk. 

But of the 38 that have
signed up this year, there will
be one individual handing out
candy on her own with her
husband. 

Her name is Robin Stukey.
She's not promoting anything.
She's doesn't have an agenda. 

She's simply doing it to

honor her dad, Jim Goddard—
a man who loved Halloween. 

“Every year I do something
for his birthday or Father’s
Day, and I thought this year,
'Why not do this,'” she said. 

Stukey said her dad loved
the holiday and making as
many children as he could
happy. 

“My dad, when he was
alive, he died in 2012, he
would dress as a clown and
collect stuffed animals for the
whole year and then hand
them out for neighborhood
kids,” she said. 

Growing up, Stukey said

Halloween candy will have special meaning for one person

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Jim Goddard posses with his family. Daughter
Robin Stukey plans on handing out candy this
Halloween to honor the holiday her dad loved. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See CANDY / 8

This home in the southwest part of Newton is said to have been haunted.See GHOSTS / 8

See NEWTON / 10

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Amanda Knowles, case manager/social worker at Newton Medical Center,
right, and Heather Porter, associate chief clinical officer population health, talk
about the paramedicine program.

Most people only need an ambu-
lance one or two times in their life-
time, but there are some people
who make that three-digit call
more than 20 times a year.

Those folks are called supe-
rusers, said Newton Fire/EMS
Chief Scott Metzler.

“There are people in our commu-
nity who aren't getting their needs
met,” Metzler said. “So they call an
ambulance to get their needs met.”

From this problem of having su-
perusers call them often, a solu-
tion was formed. Instead of always
needing to have a pound of cure,
the local Fire/EMS Department
and Newton Medical Center got to-
gether on an ounce of prevention
and started Community Paramedi-
cine.

“It occurred to us if we keep
sending an ambulance and a crew
to the same problem, we don't feel
like we're being very efficient or ef-
fective,” Metzler said. “They keep
calling for help, and we keep

EMS teams up with Newton Medical
Center on paramedicine program

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See PROGRAM / 8

Chapel getting facelift
with restored stained

glass - Page 3

Railers heading to
state with No. 1
seed - Page 13

When you have ground that a city wants, it's a seller's
market.

The city commission approved buying 1.4 acres of
land on the west side of Orscheln Farm and Home, 321
Windward Drive, for $210,000 plus $25,000 of credit to
be paid toward city bills. That comes out to a total fi-
nancial benefit package of $167,857 an acre. 

“It's not an outrageous price to pay for that,” City
Manager Bob Myers explained. “We've gotten hurt
worse than that on other situations. You just try to ne-
gotiate and get the best deal that you can. We always
have to weigh it. What are our chances; do we take it
through the whole condemnation process? I've been
through enough of those; I've seen how they come out.”

Basically, Myers said the city needed that ground in
part to connect the proposed Prairie Fire Apartment
Complex to an existing road. He added that negotiations
to buy the ground was going on even before the develop-
ment as the city looked into creating a road in the area

Newton shells out six 
figures for 1.4 acres

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com



Haunt Fest
on Saturday

The Seventh-Annual
Haunt Fest Halloween
Celebration for the Com-
munity will be from 5:30
to 8 p.m. Saturday, Oct.
29, at Bethel College
Academy of Performing
Arts, 400 S. Main St. in
Newton. Bring your
friends, family and little
ghoulies for some spook-
takular fun for all ages.
Activities include games,
a cake walk, costume con-
test with prizes, dance
performances and a PG-
rated haunted house.

Schedule of 
activities:

5:30 p.m.—Games,
crafts, refreshments start

5:45 p.m.—Little Pump-
kin Story Time (young
child activity), Dance Stu-
dio

6 p.m.—Open the Cake
Walk -$2 every four turns,
Music Room

6:15 p.m.—First dance
performance (Adventure
Dance and Stages Dance
Companies), Dance Studio

6:30 p.m.—Costume

Contest with prizes,
Music Room

7:50 p.m.—Second
dance performance, Dance
Studio

7 to 8 p.m.—Haunted
House (for kids 9 years
and older), $3 a trip per
person, Upstairs

Admission is free, with
some activities for mini-
mal cost to help defray ex-
penses.

Contact Danika Bielek
at (316) 283-4902 or
bcapa@bethelks.edu for
more information.

—For Newton Now

Smith arrested for
pot possession

A Harvey County man
was arrested for having a
little more than a pound
of marijuana in his pos-
session Oct. 16.

Newton Police Lt. Scott
Powell said the depart-
ment arrested Lloyd
Smith, 47, on charges of
distribution of marijuana,
criminal use of a weapon
and possession of para-
phernalia.

Powell said the police
department recognized

Smith
as he
had
out-
stand-
ing
war-
rants,
stop-
ped
him
and
found 472 ounces or 1.04
pounds of marijuana on
him as well as parapher-
nalia and a rifle.

—Newton Now staff

Swap meet
raises money

for charity
Members of an online

auction group organized
in a physical sense Sat-
urday, gathering food
and raising $330 this
weekend for those in
need.

Stephanie Phelps got
together members of the
Newton Online Auction
Facebook group to hold a
swap meet in the parking
lot next to Casey's on the
corner of First and

Meridian Streets. The
group charged $10 for
booths and collected
canned goods for Agape
Resource Center and
New Jerusalem Missions.

"We have plenty; most
of us have plenty in New-
ton Online Auction,"
Phelps said. "So why not
share?”

Thirty-three vendors
showed up selling all
sorts of goods, from fur-
niture to bread to jewelry
to belt buckles.

The vendor fees will be
used to buy Christmas
presents for children in
need.

—Adam Strunk

It doesn’t matter how
much I love freshly
baked desserts,

there’s just something
about packaged snack
cakes that I love.

I wasn’t one of those
people who freaked out a
few years ago when the
world thought the
Twinkie would be gone
forever, but I can’t say I
wouldn’t be more than a
little upset if a few of my
other favorites disap-
peared from store shelves.

Thank goodness,
though, after this week I
don’t have to worry if
someone announces that
the oatmeal cream pie is
being discontinued, be-
cause I have that one cov-
ered.

If you want to make a
good copycat of the fa-
mous snack cake at home,

and you’d like to have a
gigantic version (who
wouldn’t?), I have just the
recipe for you. It comes
from the blog “Sally’s
Baking Addiction.” You

can find the original at
http://sallysbakingaddic-
tion.com/2014/02/03/1-
giant-oatmeal-creme-pie/.
I doubled the cinnamon
and vanilla.

Giant Oatmeal
Creme Pie

Cookie:
1/4 cup butter, softened
1/2 cup brown sugar
1 egg
1 teaspoon vanilla
1/2 tablespoon flour
1/2 cup quick oats
1/4 teaspoon plus 1/8

teaspoon baking soda
1/2 rounded teaspoon

cinnamon

Creme:
3 tablespoons butter,

softened
2/3 cup powdered sugar
1 tablespoon milk or

cream
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
pinch of salt

Directions
Preheat the oven to 350

degrees.

Beat the butter and
brown sugar for about two
minutes. Add the egg and
vanilla and beat for an-
other two minutes.

Add in the flour, oats,
soda and cinnamon and
mix to fully combine.

Divide the dough into
two parts and place in
two, rounded mounds on
opposite sides of a cookie
sheet so they have room
to spread.

Bake for about 20 min-
utes or until the cookies
are browned on the edges.

While the cookies bake,
beat together all of the in-
gredients for the creme
filling until the mixture is
smooth. If it’s too runny,
add a little more pow-
dered sugar. If it’s too
thick, add a little more
milk. 

Once the cookies are

cooled, spread the filling
between them and sand-
wich them into one giant
oatmeal creme pie.

This is a perfect dessert
to share, and it makes
you feel a little less guilty
about eating a snack
cake, since you know ex-
actly what ingredients
went into it.

It’s not a dead-ringer
for the Little Debbie ver-
sion, but it’s close enough
that I’m willing to forgo
the plastic-wrapped cake
and make my own.

Now if I can just figure
out how to make my own
Ding-Dongs, I’ll be set.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now and

is a Bethel College 
graduate.

Page 2      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now     October 27, 2016NEWS

TO SUBMIT NEWS: Newton Now welcomes your news and will print it as long as it fits our guidelines. The best way to
submit news is to e-mail it to adam@harveycountynow.com. You can also drop it by our office at 706 N Main, Newton, Kan.,
or mail it to P.O. Box 825, Newton, KS, 67114.

TO ADVERTISE: Newton Now offers retail and classified advertising. We also offer advertising in any newspaper in the state
along with a host of other marketing products. We can build an ad campaign that can fit your budget and reach our loyal
readership. Please contact Bruce Behymer at bbhymer@harveycountynow.com or 316-617-1095. The advertising deadline
is 5 p.m. on Monday for run of the paper ads and Noon on Monday for classified ads. 

TO SUBSCRIBE: Subscription requests/renewals may be mailed to P.O. Box 825, Newton, KS, 67114. Your newspaper will
be delivered to your mailbox each Thursday if you live in county and as soon as the post office can get it to you if you live out
of county. Single copy price, $1.25; subscription price per year is $50 (includes tax) in Kansas, and $65 out of state. No re-
funds on cancellations.

CORRECTIONS POLICY: Newton Now strives to produce an accurate news report each week and will publish corrections
when needed. To report corrections or clarifications, contact Adam Strunk at editor@harveycountynow.com.

POSTMASTER: Send change of address to: Newton Now, P.O. Box 825, Newton, KS, 67114 -- Newton Now periodical
postage paid at Newton, Kan. 

706 N Main, P.O. Box 825, Newton, KS, 67114 � PHONE: (316) 281-7899 � USPS - 17818 � WWW.HARVEYCOUNTYNOW.COM

Joey and Lindsey Young
Owners/Publishers

Adam Strunk
Managing Editor

Wendy Nugent
Features Editor

Mike Mendez
Sports Editor

Bruce Behymer, M.D.
Marketing Dude

Shannin Rettig
Advertising/Sales/Marketing

Elizabeth Hingst
Graphic Designer

Amy Smarsh-Johnson
Cartoonist

NEWTON NOW • USPS Publication No. (17818) • (316) 281-7899 
Published weekly by Kansas Publishing Ventures, PO Box 825, Newton, Kansas 67114

Unlock a

From one convenient website,
our ONLINE CASH MANAGEMENT 

TOOLS offer the flexibility to: 

•  Setup online payments 
for customers 

•  Check balances 
•  View detailed transaction 

reports & check images 
•  Make transfers 
•  Send ACH transactions 
•  Send wire requests 
•  Request stop payments 
•  Send federal tax payments 
•  Receive balance alerts
•  And so much more!

Contact us today and let us 
show you how we can help!

Goessel
620.367.2264

Newton North
316.283.3035

Newton South
316.283.7478

NMLS # 791580

Hesston
620.327.4941

Newton Walmart 
316.283.7350

thecsb.com

Amy Budde
316-283-7478

Ken Knepper
316-283-7478

possibilities.
ofworldUnlock a world of 

possibilities.

Newton 
2311 Edgemore
North Newton

316-283-7093

Hutch Hours:
Mon-Sat 9am -5pm
Newton: NOW OPEN

Mon - Sat 10-5
CLOSED SUNDAYS 

Hutchinson
209 S. Valley Pride Rd.
Hutchinson
620-662-5591

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

PESTICIDE FREE!

      

www.be
 

entonsgreenhouse
 

se.com

N

(316)283-3729

Sandwich this recipe into your weekend plans

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
This giant oatmeal crème pie tastes a lot like the Little Debbie version
without all of the processed ingredients.

Smith

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Customers mill around shopping Saturday afternoon at a swap meet set
up by the Newton Online Auction Facebook group for charity.

NEWS BRIEFS



As the craftsman com-
pleted his work, he asked
that the lights be turned
off and a short hush fell
over the group gathered to
watch.

In the room, two stained
glass windows glowed with
the morning sun, depicting
the Virgin Mary. A fitting
depiction for a soon-to-be
completed chapel in a
school named Saint Mary.
The chapel is part of a
$30,000 to $40,000 re-
model at the Newton
Catholic School that will
result in a new conference
room and the chapel, con-
verted from an old bath-
room. The chapel will
serve as a place for staff
and students to meditate,
pray and contemplate. 

“We all experience God
through different facul-
ties,” said Sharon Stutey,
wife of school principal
Philip Stutey.

And helping with that
experience should be the
stained glass windows cre-
ated by Scott Hoefer.

He estimated his com-
pany, Hoefer Custom
Stained Glass, spent 40
hours apiece on the win-
dows. 

The process includes cre-
ating sketches, piecing to-
gether different pieces of
glass, painting them, firing
them and holding them to-
gether with lead. 

Hoefer, who does proj-

ects like this across the
state and country out of
his office in South
Hutchinson, said he goes
through hundreds and
hundreds of pounds of lead
a year. 

The final products often
fill churches, representing
an old art form that still
finds relevance today with

both people who appreciate
the artistic beauty as well
as the faithful who find
meaning in the scenes they
depict.

Sharon, who was on
hand to watch the installa-
tion process, explained
that the Virgin Mary holds
special  importance in the
Catholic faith as she is the

mother of Christ and
someone to ask to inter-
cede and bring prayers to
God.

“Who's closer to you
than your mom?” Philip
explained, jumping in. 

Stained glass images

have been used by
churches for centuries to
help teach stories of the
Bible or articles of faith. 

Sharon said the images
in the soon-to-be chapel
are no different, pointing
out the stained glass win-

dows represent different
stories of the appearance
of Mary.

The chapel, once com-
pleted, will have chairs,
kneelers an altar and will
be consecrated. 

The altar and much of
the woodwork inside of the
chapel was made by a
school employee, Steve
Holub, who also built the
altar in the main church. 

The project was made
possible through an auc-
tion fundraiser. 

There's no scheduled
date for the opening of the
chapel yet.
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Chapel taking shape at St. Mary Catholic School 
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
St. Mary Catholic School Principal Philip Stutey, left, carries one of the stained-glass windows from a van to the school, as does Scott Hoefer,
right, with Hoefer Custom Stained Glass. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Scott Hoefer installs one of the
stained-glass windows on Friday.

U.S. Sen. Jerry Moran
(R-Kan.) met with five
students from the Newton
area who applied for ad-
mission to a United States
Service Academy. 

They are Conner Eker-
berg, Landon Moore and
Logan Treaster of Newton
and Patrick Porch of Hal-
stead and Kitt Reiger of
Hesston. 

Interviews took place at
the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Presidential Library in
Abilene. Sen. Moran’s
Service Academy Selec-
tion Board considered
more than 40 young
Kansans interested in at-
tending the U.S. Military
Academy, U.S. Naval
Academy, U.S. Air Force
Academy or the U.S. Mer-

chant Marine Academy. 
“Meeting with bright

young Kansans who hope
to serve our country is
something I look forward
to every year,” Sen. Moran
said. “I applaud the hard
work and preparation of
these students and hope
to see them succeed for
years to come.”

—For Newton Now

Moran meets with local students
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Barrick’s Bench dedicated at gallery

When he was alive, art
pieces of sunrises and
sunsets hung on the walls
in Barrick Wilson's living
room, and now a bench
dedicated on Thursday
night has a similar image
of the sun on the horizon,
done in a mosaic design
on bench's seat.

“This evening, we are
remembering Barrick
with the dedication of a
special bench,” said Mer-
rill Raber, board vice pres-
ident at the Carriage
Factory Art Gallery in
Newton, to a crowd.
“What could be more sym-
bolic?”

Gallery Assistant Direc-
tor Mary Lee McDonald
did the mosaic design on
the organ bench, which
was commissioned by Wil-
son's family, and the
bench was donated by Sh-
eryl and Brady Krueger.

“I was talking to Susan
[Koehn, board president]
one day, and they were
looking for a bench, and I
said I have a bench I'd be
more than happy to do-
nate,” Sheryl Krueger
said. “It had been in our
family for 50-some years.”

Bryan Wilson, one of
Wilson's sons, said he
talked to the director of
the gallery, Cindy Snider,
about commissioning a
static art piece that would
be permanently on display
in the gallery. Wilson said
McDonald stepped up to
do the art, and the family
seemed impressed with
the work.

An image of the sun ap-
pears to be rising over
piano keys in the design,
and on each black key, a
word describing Wilson is
written. Some of the
words, which were sug-
gested by people who
knew him well, included
“connected,” “advocate,”
“love,” “patient,” “thank-
ful” and “playful.”

“We hereby dedicate
this bench, which will be
called Barrick's Bench,”
Raber said. “It will be per-

manently located here in
the gallery as a continu-
ing reminder of the inspi-
ration of Barrick Wilson,
who supported the gallery
with his knowledge,
music, finances and en-
couragement.”

Barrick Wilson served
on the gallery's board and
played piano there.

“He especially enjoyed
playing our high-tech digi-
tal piano and was an ac-
complished pianist, often
playing for gallery
events,” Raber said.

Bryan Wilson also
spoke during the event.
He was there with his
wife, Ursula, and kids
Kassidy and Gavin Wil-
son.

“The bench in and of it-
self—it's where he sat to
make his dad proud when
he was little,” Wilson said,
speaking in front of the
group. “It's where he sat
to entertain two boys

growing up, and later on,
it's where he sat for ther-
apy. I'm glad it's going to
live here forever.”

Another son, Jeffrey
Wilson of California, was
not at the event.

“We saw it the first time
tonight,” Bryan Wilson
said.

The Newton Ukulele
Tune Society, a group to
which Barrick Wilson be-
longed, provided music
that evening. One of the
songs they played was
“Bad, Bad Leroy Brown”
by Jim Croce, which was
one of Barrick Wilson's
late wife, Kristi's, favorite
Croce songs.

In bands Barrick Wil-
son performed in through-
out his life, he always
made sure they played a
Croce song for his wife.

“It was always some-
thing that got played be-
cause he knew she loved
it,” Bryan Wilson said.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Members of Barrick Wilson's family, from left, son Bryan Wilson,
granddaughter Kassidy Wilson, daughter-in-law Ursula Wilson and
grandson Gavin Wilson look over Barrick's Bench on Thursday night fol-
lowing the dedication ceremony. 

WENDY NUGENT/
NEWTON NOW

LEFT: Members
of the Newton
Ukulele Tune So-
ciety entertain
during the dedi-
cation while Bar-
rick's Bench is in
the foreground. 
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MACHINERY CONSIGNMENT 
AUCTION
TURN YOUR UNUSED MACHINERY INTO $CASH$

Consign your equipment to our auction on 
November 12, 2016 by calling:

Auction Site:  MKC McLain Location or Goessel, KS

VAN SCHMIDT, AUCTIONEER
AT 620-367-3800 OR 620-367-2331

Items must be consigned by 
October 29, 2016 - Goessel Auction

in order to be advertised. We will be accepting
items up until sale day.

GUN AUCTION
Saturday, Oct. 29, 10:00 AM

AUCTION SPECIALISTS, LLC
Vern Koch 316.772.6318             Mike Flavin 283.8164

www.auctionspecialists.com

1610 SE 3 (VFW), Newton, KS

Selling 3-Generation Gun 
Collection — 210+ Guns

Check web for list.

Carl C. Krehbiel Trust

Harder FamilyConstruction

Building in Sand Creek Station, 
Stone Creek Estates, Newton & 
surrounding cities & counties.

building 
energy 
efficient
homes

1909 W 3rd St, Newton, KS 67114
(316) 283-8640

Family
Shoe
Repair

Jim & Norma
Horinek

LOEWEN UPHOLSTERY

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

Bentley

Sand Co,

LLC

9401 W 109th N
Sedgwick

316-772-5515

PUBLIC NOTICE

Published in the Newton Now on October 13, 20, and 26, 2016

Homeless shelter to change name, location

They're calling it New
Hope.

The Harvey County
Homeless Shelter will
change both its name and
its practices at the start of
next year.

Director James Wilson
made the announcement
during a presentation at
the Rec Center. The shel-
ter will go by the name
New Hope Shelter, Inc.
and also expand services
for cold weather shelter-
ing as well as long-term
life restoration programs.

“We want to go higher,
reach further and help
others be stronger individ-
ually,” Wilson said to the
crowd gathered.

The name change stems
out of two reasons, Wilson
said. In one case, it re-
moves the word homeless,
which Wilson said unnec-
essarily attaches stereo-
types to the people who
use the facility.

“Everybody has a
stereotype in their head,”
he said. “That's not at all
what we deal with. We
deal with a lot of rural or
situational homelessness.”

Wilson said, with a 17
percent poverty rate in
Newton, the need for such
services is large.

“That's 3,324 people

who could become home-
less with one missed pay-
check, one health
emergency or one major
vehicle repair,” he said.

To serve such a need—
the shelter had 294 in-
takes last year and is up
to 230 this year—it takes
fundraising.

Wilson said he thinks
the name change will help
those fundraising efforts
for the Christian-based
shelter. The name would
help squelch the belief
that the shelter is govern-
ment funded or limited
solely to Harvey County.

“We take no govern-
ment funding as we want
to hold Christ central,”
Wilson said.

Instead, the group re-
lies on individuals,
churches and businesses
for financial help.

With the name change
comes updates to the shel-
ter's policies.

In the winter months,
from Nov. 1 to March 31,
it will offer 24-hour in-
takes to all of those in
need of emergency shel-
ter, and excluding only
registered violent offend-
ers, sex offenders and
those under the influence
of a substance.

No one is allowed to
stay at the shelter if they
are using substances.

“We have so many peo-
ple trying to move ahead
that one hiccup could send
ripples,” Wilson said.

The shelter will offer a
seven-day shelter pro-
gram, and then a longer,
90-day life restoration
program for those who
apply which will include
classes in Bible study, life

skills, job skills, money
management, and parent-
ing skills.

Mandatory savings
from jobs will be required,
and those unemployed
will continue to have to do
12 hours of volunteer
work a week plus submit
at least seven job applica-
tions.

Wilson also said the
shelter is working to de-
fine its intake area to the
Harvey, Marion and
McPherson Counties.

In other shelter-related
news, Wilson said he
hopes to add on additional
staff and set a fundraising
goal of $300,000 for this
year.

The permanent location
of the shelter still remains
up in the air as well, as
EmberHope has been try-
ing to sell the campus the
shelter is located on at
900 West Broadway.

Wilson said that he
doesn't know if the shelter
will stay on the property
or eventually move to
property it owns across
from the Health Min-
istries Clinic at 215 S
Pine St.

Wilson said the move
would involve building a
new building, and while
nothing is moving forward
at the moment on those
plans, they are looking at
what a new shelter and
construction would cost
and look like.

Sunset PTO spruces up the yard

Cleanliness is next to
godliness. At least, that's
how the saying goes. It's
not certain that's why
members of the Sunset
Elementary School Par-
ent/Teacher Organization
were out cleaning up the
lawn around the school
Thursday night, but the
PTO president gave other
reasons.

“We just like to keep
out school looking nice,”
PTO president Sarah
Hensiek said. “We like for
Sunset to be a commu-
nity—a place of belong-
ing.”

She said if the building
looks good, it helps stu-
dents have a sense of be-
longing to the school.

On Thursday night, at
least four members of the
PTO—Hensiek, her hus-
band Matt Hensiek,
Libby Schrag and Missy
Green—pulled weeds and
trimmed bushes at the
school's entrance.

Upon pulling up to the
school, one could hear the
hedge trimmer Matt Hen-
siek used to tame the
bushes.

“Just doing a fall
cleanup,” Hensiek said.
“Sprucing up the flower
beds, trimming bushes,
pulling weeds.”

Later, they had

planned to weed eat.
“This is something the

PTO likes to do every
year,” Hensiek said.

Hensiek said they put a
call out on their Facebook
page to anybody who
wanted to help and that
they could bring tools and
gloves.

Schrag even had a cou-
ple of her children work-
ing, including young
Ruby Oswald, whose
shirt read, “I'm a hard
hard worker.”

The PTO scheduled the
cleaning time during a
parent/teacher conference
night, hoping some par-
ents would pitch in before
and after their confer-
ences.

“Our hope was parents
would come to confer-
ences and then help us
out,” Hensiek said.

PTO members did this
on a volunteer basis.

“We're trying to really
get our parents involved
this year,” Hensiek said.

One example is they
had more than 150 kids
and parents in the home-
coming parade this year,
and some of the kids
helped make a simple en-
gineering design for the
float.

“Every grade had some
part in the float,” Hen-
siek said. “So, every kid
had a part of it.”

In addition, in Novem-
ber, the PTO will have its
first bingo night for kids
and parents.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
On Thursday, Missy Green uses a rake to help clean up the front area of Sunset Elementary School in New-
ton. 

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Harvey County Homeless Shelter Director James Wilson discusses up-
coming changes. 

The Newton Police De-
partment arrested a
woman for attempting to
run over a police officer
early Sunday morning. 

Lt. Scott Powell said
the Newton Police Office
was called out to a do-
mestic dispute at an
apartment complex in the
1200 Block of East Broad-
way around 1 a.m. 

Police began investigat-

ing the incident
and noticed a
woman, whom
they believed to
be involved, drive
by the apartment
in a 2000 Dodge
Durango

“An officer goes
out and tries to
tell her to stop,”
Powell said. “She
then tried to run over one
of our officers.”

Powell said a chase fol-

lowed and contin-
ued into Sedgwick
County, where
spike strips were
deployed to stop
the vehicle. 

Police arrested
the driver, Tiffany
Tafoya, 35, for ag-
gravated assault
of a law enforce-
ment officer and

use of a deadly weapon
for trying to run over an
officer with her vehicle.

She was also charged
with a DUI as well as
fleeing and eluding law
enforcement. 

Law enforcement also
arrested Troy Ferguson,
35, at the apartment com-
plex for initially commit-
ting domestic battery
against Tafoya.

“We normally don't
chase victims,” Powell
said. “But at the time it
started, we don't know
victim from suspect.”

Woman arrested for trying to run over police officer
NEWTON NOW STAFF

Tafoya
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One of my least favorite
things to do on this paper
is saying no. 

I like to get as much informa-
tion as I can in the paper. I like
to get as many views as possible
in the paper. 

But in certain cases I have to
say no. Sometimes it has to do
with space, geography, quality, or
a lack of general interest. 

But often it has to do with un-
supported claims or falsehoods.

The election season highlights
this process.

Since running this paper, I've
received a number of letters to
the editor I've declined to pub-
lish. 

Most of the letters have a com-
mon denominator: they make ac-
cusations against a person,
usually someone running for of-
fice. 

For example “So-and-so is a liar
and said that he hates America
and I know he's funding anti-
American activities.”

We don't make baseless accusa-
tions when writing news articles.
If we say something, there are
supporting facts to back that up.

So, in the case of such a letter,
I try to get in contact and ask if
they have proof to back up their
claim.

I have published a few letters
after that follow up call when the
writers have shown me informa-
tion to back up their assertions. 

But mostly, the proof doesn't
appear and that leaves me in a
situation I don't particularly care

for. 
Sometimes the people I'm deal-

ing with are gracious and say
that they disagree with me and
leave it at that. 

Other times I have to deal with
an unhappy person on the other
end of the phone. The term cen-
sorship gets thrown around. 

It doesn't matter that the news-
paper is a privately owned busi-
ness that has the right to publish
or refuse to publish what we
want. 

It doesn't matter that I explain
to them that if the table were
turned they wouldn't want me
publishing unfounded letters
about their candidate. 

They just know I'm not provid-
ing them a free way to further an
agenda. 

Here's the deal: our newspaper
isn't Facebook. While people can
post any made up junk they come
up with on social media, we look
at and edit over what we put in
the paper. To be honest, today
the proliferation of utter false-

hoods and crap we see that
passes as information or truth
stems in large part from the de-
cline in this gate keeping process. 

The paper should never be a ve-
hicle for misinformation. While
our opinion page looks at issues
from various perspectives, we try
to limit outright falsehoods. 

It's my responsibility to look
out for our readers and make
sure we are providing them with
the best most accurate content
possible. I fall short sometimes,
but I strive for that goal. 

It's my responsibility to protect
our publication in regard to legal
issues and issues of reputation.
It's my job to ensure that we do
not falsely assault the reputation
of others. 

And so that's why I make the
phone calls and send the e-mails.
And that's why I sometimes say
no.

What other publications choose
to do is their business. But our
business relies on being factual.
In terms of letter submissions,
there are some people on the left
who don't like that. There are
some people on the right who
don't like that.

So, in that small fact, here's to
bipartisanship. I'll try to please
as many people as I can, but I
know you can't make everyone
happy.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at 3160281-7899 or
adam@harveycountynow.com.

Saying no is the hardest part
Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

Downballot races
a big deal

This past week, I've been
talking to people who have
experienced some form of

paranormal activity in their
homes or at work.

Yes, in this paper you're hold-
ing, there is an article about al-
leged hauntings in the Newton
area. For the past two Halloween
seasons, I've written such articles
for Newton Now. Finding people
who have had such experiences
isn't always very difficult. Find-
ing folks who will speak on the
record for fear of what others
think can be more challenging,
however.

This time around, I found a few
people willing to share their sto-
ries. One is Suzette Gray, who
lives in Arizona with her hus-
band. They have five children and
lived in a house in southwest
Newton where they heard bang-
ing, something running around
upstairs and what sounded like
someone walking down the stairs
at their rental home in Newton
about 20 years ago.

Now, I really don't want to say
I believe in ghosts for fear of oth-
ers thinking I'm loony, but I've
had some interesting things hap-
pen to me I can't explain. I like to
think of some of these things as
proof of life after death. Yes, I'm
a Christian, and I believe in
heaven.

Most of my experiences have
dealt with sounds. My first expe-
rience was after my Grandpa
Cullers died around 1983. One
night, when I was between that
awake and asleep time, I heard
someone whisper in my ear, “You
don't have to worry.” I didn't only
hear the whisper, I felt it, like
you do when someone whispers in
your ear. I like to think it was my
grandpa coming back with a mes-
sage for me. He was a great guy.

I didn't experience anything
until we moved into a duplex in
Newton. We named our alleged
spook Emma, and things hap-
pened there we couldn't explain.
Again, I heard on a couple of oc-
casions someone whispering in
my ear, in maybe another lan-

guage. One night, it was just me,
my youngest son (he probably
was a teen at the time) and the
cat in the house. From a dead
sleep, I awakened to hear the
bathroom door between me and
my son's bedroom rattle loudly. I
got up to check out what had
caused it, looking into my son's
room. He and the cat were sound
asleep on his bed. The bedrooms
were on the second floor of the
duplex, and I didn't hear anyone
go down the stairs.

On a couple of other occasions,
my two oldest sons saw, sepa-
rately, some gray shape moving
around the house. My oldest said
the figure was in the kitchen,
looking inside a high cupboard
and was “trying to act spooky.”

I believe he was sleeping in the
living room, and one could see in-
side the kitchen from there.

One of the last times I heard
something, I was lying on the
couch reading a book, and I heard
something rub against the end of
the couch by the floor. I couldn't
see it. I thought the cat was rub-
bing against the couch. Later, I
heard something rub the back of
the couch as if it was standing on
the steamer trunk up against the
back of the couch. And then I had
the thought, “The cat is outside,”
which she was. I have no idea
what that was—only a guess.

So, I said to perhaps nothing
there, “You're dead. Cross over.
You're freaking us out.”

After that, I only had one other
experience, and then things
stopped. That experience was in

my sons' bedroom. It was around
10:30 at night, and I was dressed
in PJ bottoms and a regular top.
Not sure why. Anyway, I went in
the room and stopped partway in
the room. Then, I heard someone
breathe very loudly in my ear.
There was no one in the house at
the time except me.

For some reason, I suspected it
might've been a duplex neighbor
hiding in the attic, so that
freaked me out. I'm not sure why
I thought that, because the
breath was directly in my ear,
and no one was standing there. I
ran out of the house, jumped in
my vehicle and drove to my son's
business in North Newton. I
calmed down, told them what
happened, and perhaps one of my
sons went back to investigate the
house with me. We found noth-
ing. I'm more afraid of humans
than ghosts, if that's what it was.
A ghost has never hurt me.

What could those things be?
This time of year, and other
times, with all the ghost-hunting
TV shows so popular now, we like
to call them ghosts.

I lived in that duplex for about
21 years. I've moved now, and I
have heard new weird noises late
at night in my new place. Not
sure what they are or what's
making them, but they're not
whispering in my ear.

If any of you have stories of the
paranormal, I'd love to hear
them. Feel free to stop me—on
the street, in the grocery store or
wherever—or call the office
at 316-281-7899.

Happy Halloween, y'all!
P.S. If you want to see some

spooky Halloween decorations,
drive by my son’s house on Main
Street in Newton. It’s on the
westside of the street. He has
spooky projections on his front
window.

Wendy Nugent is the features
editor at Newton Now. She can be
reached at the above phone num-

ber or by emailing wendy@harvey-
countynow.com.

What are the things that go bump in the night?

Sedgwick's broke, and its administrator left the city,
as did its EMS chief and the mayor. 

Halstead's administrator got arrested in front of the
city office on charges of perjury.

If it wasn't for some reporting by the Hesston
Record, the City of Hesston would have skated by scot
free with a shady deal to sell and clear out a trailer
park. 

Newton lost or removed two assistant city adminis-
trators as well as an administrator in a five-month pe-
riod.

The county is dealing with ire of a very vocal group
for trying to sell a park. 

Walton and Burrton, we assume, are doing fine?
Long story short, people are excited about the up-

coming presidential election. It's a big deal. 
That's how it goes every four years. 
But there's a lot to watch over and keep an eye on

with our local governments in Harvey County. These
governments set a lot of our taxes, and their actions
affect our lives quite heavily. 

Elected officials are steering such governments.
We don't have a whole lot of these very local races to

vote on right now. Those will come next year. 
But we'd be remiss if we still didn't rant a bit about

the importance of down ballot races. 
Such races are ones where we still have a bit more

say or access.
Don't think down ballot races are important?
Look at the current mess the State of Kansas is in. 
People like to blame the governor for that. The gov-

ernor can approve laws. He can try to set the budget,
but it's the House and Senate who votes on them. 

In part, Kansas got the way it did because not
enough people put enough work into these down ballot
races. 

Currently, we have the chance in Newton to vote on
a House seat and a Senate seat for the State of
Kansas. 

The House seat appears to be competitive. 
There's also a sheriff's race that continues to be

heated. 
Even if Donald Trump or Hilary Clinton make you

sick to your stomach, there's still plenty of reasons to
get educated and go out and vote. 

The big races might seem more important, but it's
the local races that touch our lives the most. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board

Vote for Chad Gay for sheriff
What makes Chad Gay the best candidate for sheriff?

One must first answer the question, what makes a great
leader? An individual can have much education and
training, having all the skill sets, but make a terrible
leader.

Look it up…qualities of a great leader include hon-
esty, personable, communication, confidence, commit-
ment, positive attitude, humble, approachable,
integrity, and patience.  

Anyone who knows Chad will tell you he has each of
these qualities. When you look at his life, one does not
build so many relationships without these qualities.
Chad has not only built great relationships with our
community, but he has built a great working relation-
ship with his fellow law enforcement family. Here again,
the majority of law enforcement supports Chad. Charac-
ter and integrity are apparent when working side by
side with someone, and their support for Chad makes
that obvious.

In addition to the sheriff needing to have relational
abilities, a key component to serving and protecting, he
is to protect our Constitutional rights, which are quickly
slipping away.  We must have a sheriff we can trust to
protect those rights regardless what is happening in our
country. Chad is that individual without a doubt. He
has not silenced anyone who didn’t agree with him on
social media or in person (comments in support of Chad
have been removed from Bryan’s social media outlets,
admitted to by Bryan at the Halstead forum, which
leads me to question how he perceives our First Amend-
ment).  

The best candidate for sheriff: Chad Gay.

Stephanie Kurtz
Newton

Representatives should respect constituents 
I found the tone and content of Rep. Marc Rhoades’

recent letter (raise taxes or we’re doomed) to be offen-
sive. I consider myself an active and informed citizen,
but felt I was being lectured and belittled because I hold
views that differ from his.

In addition, I found little data or information in his
letter to convince me of his position. As in a previous
letter, in which he implied that his opponent was be-
hind a private investigation of his personal life, Rhodes
relied on vague statements and innuendo to advance his
candidacy.

I believe that our representative in the legislature
should respect his constituents and communicate in an
open and reasoned manner, even when there are differ-
ences of opinion in politics and policy. For this reason, I
will be voting for Tim Hodge to represent House District
72.

Marian Stubbs
Newton

Hall’s experience qualifies him to be sheriff 
The office of sheriff demands law enforcement lead-

ers must be competent and proficient in order to en-
sure we receive the best law enforcement available.
Bryan Hall meets these qualifications.

Bryan Hall’s years of experience as a supervisor
with the Newton Police Department qualify him to
lead the 40 members of the sheriff’s office and manage
a multi-million dollar budget.  

His vision for the community is demonstrated
through his forming of the non-profit “The Friends of
Harvey County ERT.” This organization was formed to
not only provide for the emergency response team’s
needs but to assist other emergency service agencies
in Harvey County.  

He is progressive and forward thinking and would
be a credit to not only the sheriff’s office but to all of
Harvey County.

I encourage you to vote for Bryan Hall in the upcom-
ing election.

Mike Watkins
Harvey County undersheriff (Ret.)

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

WENDY’S WORDS

WENDY NUGENT
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On a clear fall morning in
Bella Vista, Ark., my fa-
ther-in-law, grandson and I

launched our boat on a mission of
epic proportion—to find the ever-
elusive fish that would mark our
grandson’s place as an angler.

It wasn’t for the faint of heart.
After all, the attention span of a
four-year-old rivals that of a
puppy.

Between questions about waves,
whether there were snakes in the
lake and if he might see a whale,
we pulled along a shoreline. And,
after a lengthy debate about why
it wasn’t in anyone’s best interest
for Grandson Keaton to cast a line
with a hook attached, I dropped it
over the side a few feet from the
boat in hopes of landing a
“keeper.”

“Grandpa, where’s my bobber?”
asked Keaton from a perch in the
middle of the boat.  

I pointed to the red and white
globe bouncing among the waves,
then turned to make sure he was
looking. He was…staring over the
side of the boat from a seat that he
decided to stand on. In anticipa-
tion of that exact issue, we already
suited him in a life jacket.

I reminded him that we always
sit down in the boat, and he
hopped down, grabbing the fishing
pole and jiggling the line, reeling it
closer to the back of the boat and
then dunking the end of the pole
into the water.

“There are leaves all over the
water,” he said as he swirled them
around with the fishing pole’s end.
“Leaves are everywhere.”

I advised that fish preferred
fishermen who were quiet, so we
moved to a new spot and tried
again.

It was shortly after I cast in the
new place when I heard Keaton
moving around behind me again.
He was standing up and pulling
leaves from a tree we were tied

against.  
“I have green, brown and red,”

he shouted—apparently for the
benefit of anyone within that half
of the lake. “I need yellow.
Grandpa, can you get me a yellow
leaf? There’s some up higher.”

After another discussion about
sitting down, I turned around, just
as the bobber popped back to the
surface.

I yanked on the pole—perhaps a
little aggressively—and the line,
bobber, worm and hook landed
squarely in the hull of the boat. No
fish, anywhere.

“What was that?” Keaton asked,
as he sat pulling apart leaves.

I told him we almost had a “big
one” as I recovered the line then
cast it, again.

“Where are all the fish?” he
asked. “Grandpa, do you think
there are fish under the water,
here?”

Actually, my belief was wan-
ing—only one fish had bitten on a
worm in the hour we spent on the
lake. Maybe there were no fish
“under the water…”

My father-in-law—Keaton’s
great grandpa—decided to try one
more spot, a secluded cove away
from the breeze where the water
was glass-like.

We tied to another tree, one
with yellow leaves, much to
Keaton’s excitement when he
stood up and pulled a few loose.

I cast the line near a large tree
stump that sat half in the water
and waited…maybe 30 seconds.

Suddenly, the bobber moved,
then disappeared. I tugged—easier
than the first time—and set the
hook.

Then, I summoned Keaton.  
“I think you might have a fish,” I

said, handing him the pole. “Start
reeling in and see.”

I grabbed my phone and
videoed, while he giggled and
cranked the handle as fast as his
hand would allow. When he got
the fish to the side of the boat, he
lifted it up, shouting with glee at
the small bass hanging from the
line.

“Yeah! Yeah! I got a fish,” he
proclaimed. He eased it onto the
boat where his great-grandpa
grabbed the line so I could grab a
few photos. 

That was where the excitement
climaxed. Still holding the pole,
but standing as far away as possi-
ble, Keaton decided there may not
be enough room on the boat for
both him and the fish.  

“I don’t want to touch the fish,”
he cried. 

After making certain he
wouldn’t jump ship, I unhooked
the fish and tossed it into the lake.

The ensuing conversation and
one more fish on the line even up-
staged the beautiful collection of
leaves Keaton had stuck into my
jacket pocket for safe keeping. And
that made it all worthwhile…

Photos—check. Video footage—
check. And, for his great grandpa
and me, who were lucky enough to
share in one of the rites of child-
hood, it was priceless—even if we
didn’t get a whale…

Ken Knepper, who may have
been just as giddy as Keaton over

that very first catch, can be
reached at

Ken.Knepper@gmail.com.

Grandpa fishing an act of pleasure, patience Guest Editorial

Weigh in

Weigh in

Kansas voters can pave
way for a healthy Kansas

Elections always matter; pay-
ing attention to the candi-
dates you are voting for is

important.
A good example of this is the city

commission. The last election sev-
eral people were elected to the com-
mission on a promise of fiscal
responsibility and reining in the
city. It seemed the City of Newton
had an “us vs. them” attitude. Any-
one who didn’t agree with the view
of city management was instantly
looked down upon with disdain and
found a more difficult environment
to get business done. We also had a
manager who was difficult to find at
times.  

After much deliberation by the
commission, then reorganization at
the top, I feel the city has become a
much more user-friendly institu-
tion. The rank and file has always
been good people, willing to go the
extra mile for the citizens, now the
management seems to have that
culture as well. It is a good case
study of how a few unhappy or neg-
ative people in an organization can
spread their discontent to the entire
staff and make an unpleasant work
place. I have noticed a very positive
change in the city lately and am
very glad to see it.

The same can be said for any
level of government. We have races
for state positions where there is a
clear contrast between the positive
attitude of the Republican candi-
dates and the doom and gloom atti-
tude of the Democrat
candidates. There is a lot going
right with the state and admittedly

some going wrong. The budget
shortfalls and raiding of the high-
way funds is a good example of
what is going wrong. This stems not
exclusively from any small tax
breaks given to small businessmen
but also to the lack of will power to
cut spending at the state level to
more sustainable levels. Much more
good is done with the economy if
people get to keep more of their own
money than if a government agency
throws it at another program de-
signed to help. When more services
are provided, more are expected;
eventually people quit doing for
themselves and look to the govern-
ment for everything. This is a dan-
gerous place to be—a government
that provides all can easily take all
away!

You always hear of how more
money is needed, but it never seems
anyone in that crowd will say they
have enough. I suppose every last
dollar in your pocket will never
even be enough. 

I firmly believe that you are the
best person to spend your money,
not someone in Newton, Harvey

County, Topeka or Washington. Re-
publican candidates tend to believe
you are smart enough to handle
your own finances and life
affairs. You don’t need them to tell
you how to live every minute of
your life.

A good example of how more gov-
ernment control in your life is not
always a good thing is Oba-
macare. It was passed under 100
percent Democrat support, no Re-
publican support, with the promise
of many things, including lower pre-
miums. To date, I pay almost three
times as much for my policy as I did
when it passed six years ago. I get
no additional benefits beyond what
was provided back then, just a pre-
mium larger than a payment for a
very nice new house! I also get the
added benefit of a penalty if I don’t
buy into the government’s scheme.  

Examples of grand intentions
gone wrong are everywhere, but
they all started as a political idea
that a big government politician
made come true. Your vote
matters! You need to listen to the
rhetoric of candidates and weed out
the ones who want more control of
your life and vote for someone who
knows who makes the best deci-
sions, you!  

Stop by the Republican campaign
headquarters at 423 N. Main from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 4 to 7 p.m. on
week days to get literature and
signs for your favorite candidates!

Jason Mitchell is a local landlord
and chair of the Harvey County 

Republican Party.

Pay attention to the candidates this election season

CONVERSATION PIECE

KEN KNEPPER

MY VIEWS

JASON MITCHELL

We continue to gain momentum in our efforts to build a
healthy Kansas. The series of victories by challengers
over incumbents in the August primaries gives hope to
many, including 150,000 hardworking Kansans who will
gain access to more affordable health care if our state
leaders commit to expanding KanCare. 

By returning to the polls on Nov. 8, I am confident we
can continue on the path to a bright and healthy future
for Kansas. As president and chief executive officer of
Newton Medical Center, a not-for-profit hospital in New-
ton, Kan., my responsibilities include protecting and de-
fending my community’s health and well-being. Like
many providers throughout the state, we have a vested
interest in the pa-
tients we serve, but
there comes a point
when it is no longer
feasible to continue
providing care that
is not reimbursed ad-
equately. 

Think about the
number of health
care providers that
are affected by re-
cent and ongoing re-
imbursement cuts
and how it is affecting access for Kansans. Just last
month we learned the president of the Kansas Dental As-
sociation (an Olathe dentist) stopped accepting patients
covered by two of the three KanCare insurance compa-
nies. When asked what prompted this decision, he cited
the strain of the four percent reimbursement cuts enacted
by Gov. Sam Brownback and his legislature. 

Access to health care is shrinking in other areas of
Kansas as well. Stormont Vail Health in Topeka recently
cited similar reasons for closing one of its clinics. And let’s
not forget about the most notable closing of late: Mercy
Hospital in Independence, which closed its doors last year
for a variety of reasons, including declining reimburse-
ments. The loss of Mercy Hospital affected nearly 10,000
residents and 200 hospital employees, not to mention
local business leaders who understand that health care
and health education are key quality-of-life and productiv-
ity issues for rural communities. 

Declining reimbursement is one issue—uncompensated
care is another, and both are becoming an increasingly
worrisome burden on Kansas hospitals and taxpayers
alike. According to the 2015 Hospital Strength INDEX
from iVantage Health Analytics, of the 107 rural hospitals
in Kansas, 31 are classified as vulnerable and “at risk of
closure.” More than 36 percent of Kansans—roughly one
in three—are supported by these “at risk” rural hospitals.
Keeping hospitals financially healthy is an urgent matter
for all of us, but so far, Kansas legislators have failed to
address it. 

One way to help Kansas hospitals reduce the high cost
of uncompensated care is to insure more patients. Fortu-
nately, there is hope for a brighter future, especially if we
turn out to vote on Nov. 8. By electing candidates in favor
of a healthy Kansas, we can increase access to health care
for hardworking Kansans at no additional cost to state
taxpayers. Through the use of federal funds already ear-
marked for expanding Medicaid, we can ensure our low-
income neighbors receive affordable care to achieve and
maintain better health. Closing the coverage gap enables
more Kansans to seek regular, preventive care, and we
will see fewer uninsured Kansans seeking care in the
emergency room—the most expensive place to go for
health care.

Building a healthy Kansas also means we would build a
stronger, more vibrant state economy. The economic stim-
ulus lost to Kansas is $1.9 million every day we wait. To
date, our state legislators have already forfeited more
than $1.4 billion dollars in federal funds designated for
health care in Kansas. If we elect officials who are willing
to pass legislation to achieve better health across the
state, we would bring millions in federal tax dollars back
to Kansas, foster new jobs and businesses, and ultimately
produce a net financial gain for our state.

Expanding KanCare is not on the ballot for Kansas vot-
ers, but come November, each of us has the power to set
things in the right direction by electing leaders who will
move the measure forward. Your vote is your voice, and
this year’s ballot is your chance to speak up for vulnera-
ble, low-income Kansans and the hospitals that serve us
all. I am eager to see this vision become reality, and I
hope you will join me by showing your support on Nov. 8.

Vallerie L. Gleason, MBA, RN, NEA-BC, is the presi-
dent and CEO of Newton Medical Center, a 103-bed hospi-
tal in Newton. Prior to her current role, Gleason served as

the hospital’s chief clinical integration officer and vice
president of physician services.

CEO, PRESIDENT NEWTON MEDICAL CENTER

VALLERIE GLEASON

Gay like a younger T. Walton
I have been supporting Chad Gay for sheriff from day

one. Chad has been a life-long Harvey County resident.
He graduated high school and decided to serve his coun-
try by joining the Marine Corps. His love of his home-
town brought him and his family back to Newton. 

A college education isn't necessary to be a good sher-
iff. I know many people who did not have the opportu-
nity to go to college, yet these people are very
intelligent. Chad is intelligent, genuine, caring, humble,
and he is able to relate to people of all walks of life.

As wife of Sheriff T. Walton, I can assure you that T
could not manage every aspect of the job by himself.
That is why he has a good team surrounding him, and
that same team will be there to support Chad.  

The sheriff needs to deal with the public and be able
to take criticism without taking it personal. I have
known Chad for 21 years and watched him work and
grow in law enforcement. Chad’s character and leader-
ship skills remind me of a younger T. Walton. I encour-
age you to ask those individuals who have worked side
by side with both candidates who is the better leader.   

Vote Chad Gay in the coming election.
Karen Walton

Newton

Sheriff needs to be more
than a nice guy

Living in rural Harvey
County, I think the sheriff
we select is extremely im-
portant to the county resi-
dents. 

The towns in Harvey
County have a police de-
partment for their serv-
ices, but we in Harvey
County have to rely on our
sheriff department. Some
say education does not
matter, just being a nice

guy is all we need. If the
problems at the Newton
school are the result of
being a nice guy, I really
do not think this is what
the residents of the county
need. We need someone
with leadership skills, ex-

perience and education.
It's not always about being
a nice guy. This is why we
should select Bryan Hall
for our next sheriff. He
has the education, train-
ing and experience to do
the job. Also, as far as see-

ing the candidates out in
the country, Bryan Hall is
the only one who has per-
sonally stopped at my
house to talk. 

I have always said rural
Harvey County is in the
shadows of Newton. It is

Harvey County, not New-
ton County. So please,
when you vote, think
about what is good for the
whole county, not just
Newton.

Pat Wendling
Halstead
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sensitive project came in and I couldn't
attend,” it stated. “That you would
characterize it otherwise is intention-
ally fabricating a false narrative and
beneath you.”

The Hodge campaign shot back.
“The people of the 72nd deserve a

representative who is willing to take
time from their busy day to attend to
their needs.”

That was the closest to an actual de-
bate anyone got. 

With no opponent, Thursday morning
turned into a stump speech for Hodge,
hitting on his education, taxes and
Medicare expansion stances and linking
the absent Rhoades to Gov. Sam
Brownback. 

On taxes, he questioned the fairness
of tax code allowing business owners to
not pay income tax as the state strug-
gles to find funding for education and
services.

“They use roads, they use schools,
they expect the fire department to show
up,” Hodge said. “If my opponent was
here, he'd try to justify that. But he's
not here, and there's no justification.”

On education, he argued that the
amount of funding for children grows
smaller as the state tries and fails to
pay employee pension commitments.
Hodge, a school board member, said
children need to be invested in even
more in Kansas, because public schools
were often the only avenue low-income
and at-risk children would have at get-
ting a fair shake in life. 

“If you think education is expensive,
well, yes it is. But you know what's
more expensive? Try ignorance,” he
said.

The crowd of elderly applauded after
various points, but it was during dis-
cussion of the state’s cuts to Medicaid
and the expansion of Kancare that the
crowd grew especially friendly.

Forty-five percent of Kidron Bethel
residents rely on Medicaid to pay their
medical bills at the facility. 

Recently, to try to balance state budg-
ets in Kansas' continuing financial

quagmire, the governor put forth a 4.4
percent cut in Medicare payments. 

At Kidron Bethel, director James
Krehbiel said that has meant for an
$85,000 decrease in what it has re-
ceived from the state since the cuts took
place in July. For its facility up the
road in Hesston, the cut has cost them
$200,000.

“It's huge for us,” Krehbiel said of the
cut.

“You're putting every director in a
tight spot every time you ratchet that
down,” Hodge said to the crowd, ex-
plaining Krehbiel's plight.

Hodge's answer to the Medicaid cuts
and state funding issue was to return
funding by revising the Kansas tax code
by repealing the Brownback tax cuts.
That answer has served as a panacea
by many candidates this election cycle
as a balm for all the state's hurts,
though at this point how long a move
would take to accomplish and how effec-
tive it would be.  

Hodge went on to then argue that
Medicare expansion needs to happen,
saying that Kansas has missed out on
$1.4 billion by not expanding Medicare
and such payments would help resi-
dents as well as area hospitals like
Newton Medical Center. 

Hodge, with no one to argue with, di-
rected those present to visit Marc
Rhoades’ website to read his views.
Hodge then argued against them. 

Finally, Hodge took questions from
the crowd, discussing voting to retain
Kansas' Supreme Court justices, which
he favors. He defended that decision,
saying it was a power play by the cur-
rent administration to stack the court
to reverse school funding decisions. He
also answered a question about the
death penalty, saying he opposed it
both fiscally and morally. 

Hodge finished to a round of ap-
plause. 

A few people could be heard question-
ing where the other candidate was. 

Don Penner was one of those atten-
dees who said he wished he could have
seen a debate, but he was happy with
his morning none the less. 

“I'm just glad I came to hear him
[Hodge] talk,” he said.

DEBATE
From Page 1

sending the wrong help.”
He said the system is built to provide

emergency medical care, and they have
a lot of people who call repeatedly with
problems—but they're not always emer-
gency problems. These could be eco-
nomic problems, like when they first
were sick and didn't have transporta-
tion to see a doctor, so they got worse
and later called an ambulance.

“EMS is the 'agency of last resort,'”
Metzler said. “When people don't know
what to do, they call 911 and request an
ambulance.”

Discussions about Community Para-
medicine started about one and one-
half years before it launched, which
was in January this year.

In 2014, Metzler and then-Newton
Fire/EMS Chief Mark Willis had con-
versations with administrators at New-
ton Medical Center.

“Our superusers, we thought, were
the same as theirs,” Metzler said, but
they found out the two superusers
groups had some overlapping, but not
all folks were in both groups.

Metzler said, through discussions,
they knew who those people were.

“We didn't know how to connect them
with the help they needed,” he added.

A core group consisting of Metzler,
Willis, Newton Medical Center Presi-
dent and CEO Vallerie Gleason, Dr.
Charles Craig and Dr. Paul Bogner dis-
cussed these matters, and there also
was a team of fire/EMS people working
on the matter. Gleason had the idea
they needed a social worker, so she ded-
icated a full-time staff member for this.
Metzler said that one thing Gleason
said that struck him was a good thing is
EMS workers are in people's homes
every day, so they can tell who is in dis-
tress now and who will be at risk of not
getting their medical needs met.

The next step was Willis and Metzler
brought that conversation back to the
fire/EMS team. One member did a
search of all the superusers and found
they had 13 characteristics in common.
They took those characteristics and did
a scoring matrix, Metzler said. Crews
were trained how to use it, and now, if
they think someone might be at risk,
crews can check off characteristics on
the Predictive Superuser Screening
Tool.

“If the numbers add up to a certain
threshold and we get the person's per-
mission, then we refer them to the case
manager who is assigned to the supe-
ruser project,” Metzler said.

Next, the case manager assesses the
patient for risk and connects the person
with the help they need.

“It's been really effective,” Metzler
said. “We often come across folks who
struggle with meeting the needs of
daily living.”

It doesn't take much of an illness to
put these people in crisis, and most of
those people don't have a safety net of
people surrounding them. Metzler said
they found several of those folks
wanted to be in a nursing home, but
they didn't know how to get in one. So,
with the new program, the partners at
NMC found places for them to go and
made arrangements to get them there.

“To date, they have helped 17 people
get in a managed-care home,” Metzler
said. “They live in a safe place and get
three meals a day.”

They also get medication oversight,
nutrition and transportation to doctor's
offices.

“The thing that I like to remind peo-

ple is this is something we do with peo-
ple and for people,” Metzler said,
adding the objective is not to get people
out of their homes, but if they do want
out, the objective is to meet those
needs.

Of the folks who do stay in their
homes, NMC partners have helped peo-
ple get walkers, wheelchairs, hospital
beds and a host of supportive care, such
as psychological and social.

This all was Phase One of the project.
Phase Two deals with helping people
not fall in their homes. Metlzer said
they found a large percentage of their
call volume was for people who fell.

“So we designed an in-home fall pre-
vention program,” Metzler said.

Community Paramedicine team mem-
bers make appointments with certain
people, go into their homes and do risk
assessments for falls. With this, they've
partnered with the Wichita State Uni-
versity Regional Institute on Aging.
Metzler said fall risk factors include
age, strength, balance, mobility, vision,
small pets and trip hazards.

If the problem easily can be fixed,
Metzler said their folks offer to help,
like rearranging furniture or moving
electrical cords. In addition, community
stakeholders assist with structural
modifications, like adding a ramp. Of
this patient population, some require
several follow ups, which are done with
nursing students at Bethel College.
Metzler said they've reached out to
community partners, because they can't
do it all on their own.

“We're not sure what Phase Three is
going to be,” Metzler said.

Through this new program, they've
seen results. The calls from superusers
are down markedly, and the overall call
volume is flat compared to last year,
from October to October. 

“I think that Community Paramedi-
cine is a big piece of containing a rising
call volume,” Metzler said. “The main
thing, I think, is we have improved the
quality of life of our citizens, and we
have relieved stress from many of our
community systems.”

There are similar programs in other
communities.

“They're all a little different, because
each community has a different set of
problems,” Metzler said.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Amanda Knowles, at Newton Medical Center,
spends time on the phone trying to get help for peo-
ple as part of the Community Paramedicine pro-
gram. 
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Goddard, who worked as a police officer
in Peabody before retiring to Newton,
would often dress up himself or work
the haunted house fundraisers her high
school class put on.

So to honor her love of the holiday,
she's spent the lead up to it individually
wrapping all of the bags.

Wal-Mart donated $25 of candy to
her, and Wendy’s donated 300 frosty
coupons. 

The Halloween Safe Walk, put on by
the Newton Lions Club, is in its 22nd
year. 

Erin McDaniel, who helps organize it,
said participation is about the same as

last year. The event will take place from
5:30 to 7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 31, on Main
Street, from Fifth to Seventh Streets. 

“To me it’s a good event, because in
my neighborhood, not everyone partici-
pates in Halloween,” she said. “When I
was a kid, everyone gave out candy.
Halloween has changed a bit. Not
everyone is home to give candy or
wants to. This consolidates this into
one area. It's safe, and the streets are
closed.”

McDaniel recommended parents re-
main calm and take a few deep breaths
when taking their ghouls and goblins
down to the event. 

“Be patient,” she said. “The traffic
can get a little clogged up along Main
Street. It's supposed to be fun, so try
not to stress about it.”

CANDY
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perfume. Another former student
worker, Kate Larson, had a similar expe-
rience, Stucky said.

Gaeddert, now a Bethel grad who lives
in California, said he believes he was a
junior at the time and was the student
librarian who often had the night shift.
One of his duties was to close the library
and lock up before leaving.

“On the third floor to the left of the el-
evator, as you walk out, are rows of
books with an aisle running through the
middle of the shelves,” Gaeddert said,
adding it's a short walk from the eleva-
tor, down that middle aisle and to a door
at the end with stair access to the second
floor. When he closed up, he had to walk
to that door to lock it and then back
through that same space.

“One night, just like any other night, I
walked down the pitch-dark aisle to lock
the door, noticing nothing out of the ordi-
nary,” Gaeddert said. “On my walk back,
about halfway down the aisle, I walk
through a cloud of incredibly strong per-
fume that was clearly not there 30 sec-
onds ago. A bit freaked out, I jogged the
rest of the way to the elevator and
headed downstairs.”

He said later that night back at the
dorm, someone talked about the ghost in
the library, and then a friend of his,
quite unprompted, described a similar
situation that happened to this person.
Gaeddert said this person had never told
him this experience
until then.

Stucky said she has-
n't had any paranormal
experiences at the li-
brary, however.

“I'm also not around
here at closing time,
generally, which is
midnight,” Stucky said.
“There are some stu-
dents who are comfort-
able in this building
late at night and some
who aren't.”

Stucky also said
none of the regular li-
brary staff has experi-
enced anything, either.
The library, at one
time, did have a patron
who wore heavy
cologne, which lin-
gered, and this person
still is alive, Stucky
said.

Stucky said that in-
stead of a ghost, the
most common thing
people jump at in the
library are some life-sized busts in the
building. 

They startle folks because of their re-
semblance to the human form, Stucky
said.

Across town on southwest Third
Street, it was a much fouler smell than
cologne that scared Suzette Gray. 

Gray, who eventually left the location
with her family, now resides in Arizona. 

In 1997, she moved into the two-story
home with her husband and their five
children under a six-month lease. There
were three bedrooms upstairs; they put
all the three boys in one bedroom and
the two daughters in another. One would
have to go through one of the kids' bed-
rooms to get to the other.

The first month they lived there,
everything was fine, Gray said.

“And then things started getting bad
real quick,” she said, adding they moved
a bunk bed downstairs, and everyone
slept on the first floor eventually. “The
kids refused to sleep upstairs anymore.”

There were times it sounded like
someone was running around upstairs

when no human was up there, and after
the kids had cleaned up their toys,
they'd be all messed up again, Gray said.

“It started off slow like that,” Gray
said.

Then things escalated. When upstairs,
Gray said the kids said it felt like some-
one was pulling on their blankets. Their
cat had five kittens, which all were dead
the day after they were born. A daughter
saw shadow people and a black figure
that was “wavy,” like it was being seen
through fire. In addition, no matter what
time of year, the upstairs always seemed
to be cold.

“All the noises always seemed to be
coming from the kids' room,” Gray said. 

When they all were sleeping down-
stairs, they'd hear creaks on the stairs,
like someone was walking down the
stairs, and then a bang on the stair door.

“That's when it started getting
creepy,” Gray said. “It started sounding
like it wanted to come downstairs be-
cause the kids weren't up there any-
more.”

Also creeping them out was the smell
of rotting flesh, and they never could
find the cause. They even ripped out the
carpet upstairs. The sounds upstairs
also got louder, like there were really
loud neighbors up there banging about.
Gray said her husband said, “That's it,”
and they left after the lease was up,
moving into her parents' house in New-
ton. 

“It was horrible,” Gray said.
Now, it seems Gray isn't certain if the

house was haunted or if an entity was
attached to an object the military family

had.
“Ever since we moved

in that house, over the
years, we've had issues,”
Gray said, adding that
wherever they moved,
they've had paranormal
experiences, and that
ended when they purged
many of their belongings.

Other experiences in
other homes included the
kids seeing shadow fig-
ures and electronic toys
starting up by them-
selves when they were in
the “off” position.

Current owner Jason
Mitchell said he hasn't
had any problems with
the property, though he
didn't know its entire his-
tory before owning it.

According to the Har-
vey County Register of
Deeds it appears the cur-
rent building was con-
structed sometime after
Johanna Stahl bought

the property in 1921 and sold it in 1938
to A. M Biggerstaff in 1938. 

Eventually, the property fell into the
hands of Arlen Anderson in 1971. Ander-
son could not recall the property or any-
thing out of the ordinary with it. 

In March 2015, Gray said she was in
town and drove by the house, taking
some photos with her phone. In at least
one of the photos, Gray said there are
two faces in the top right upstairs win-
dow, and the house was vacant at the
time. To see this photo, visit harveycoun-
tynow.com.

Current residents in that Newton
home, Terra Scott and Chris Mickle, said
they haven't had anything spooky hap-
pen to them there, besides their cats
looking at something that didn't seem to
be there. Scott said the cats did that at
their previous home, too, however.

Scott thought maybe she and Mickle
didn't have any activity because she
burns sage there, which is said to get rid
of spirits.

“I do a lot of energetic cleansing,” Scott
said about the home.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Gail Stucky, co-director of libraries at Bethel College, said a student told her a story about possible para-
normal activity that happened late at night in Mantz Library.
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“That's when it
started getting
creepy. It started
sounding like it
wanted to come
downstairs 
because the kids
weren't up there
anymore.”

Suzette Gray


