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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Craig Abbas, left, gets teary-eyed thinking about all the work his wife, DeVon, right, has done for him through his health ordeal. Here, the
couple is in Abbas's room at Newton Medical Center.

On Nov. 7, voters will be faced with one of the
largest financial decisions, by the numbers, that
has ever been posed on a Newton ballot: should
they approve or disapprove a $61 million bond
issue for the Newton School District?

Surrounding that question has been 10 months
worth of marketing, questions, plans, opinions
and figures.

The Newton School District has spent $13,000
so far in mailing and printing on what it labeled
as an information campaign about the bond.

This week we sat down to try to cut through the
noise and provide voters with a definitive break-
down of the bond issue, what organizers hope it
will accomplish, and how exactly it would impact
both the education of the children in the commu-
nity and the pocketbooks of community members.

What follows is what we attempted to make a
comprehensive synopsis of the issue. If a

Craig Abbas was a tough Ma-
rine, so much so that he remained
one for 20 years and ran 100,000
miles in his life to keep in shape.
He's faced many challenges
throughout his 58 years, like
being deployed during the Gulf
War and dealing with the heart-
break and disappointment of
being laid off. He wasn't afraid of
hard work, earning and making a
living by the sweat of his brow. He
also wasn't afraid to get his hands
dirty—whether he worked on
planes in the military or did some
welding.

Those hands have served him
well, and recently, he used those
hands to reach for God, praying
for help as he was in the battle for
his life.

However, those things pale in
comparison to what he's been
through lately with his health. He
almost died recently from a crush
injury on his right thigh. Not too
long ago, he was working at his
shop on a section of heavy fencing
that fell on him. Since Abbas had
a knee replacement a few years
prior, he wanted to get his knee

checked out to make sure it was
fine. He sought medical attention,
and it was determined things
were OK.

But they weren't. The injury be-
came worse and worse, much like
the sinking Titanic that appeared
fine for a while but then ended up
causing a lot of damage.

“I was tougher in the Marine
Corps,” Abbas said Wednesday af-
ternoon from his bed at Via
Christi St. in Wichita. “This has
literally been a fight for my life.

I've never been in a position be-
fore where I've come that close to
death. I don't know if this has
bought me 20 days or 20 years,
but I'm going to use the time as
best I can.”

Teams of healthcare profession-
als at St. Francis saved his life,
including a kidney team, infection
team, heart team, trauma team,
infection control and necrology
team.

'Giving me a reason to live'
Newton man almost dies from injury, community comes out in support

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

These cards decorate a wall in Craig Abbas's room at Newton Medical Center.

See ABBAS / 12

Should the county sell Camp Hawk or not?
That's a question you'll see in the voting booth on
Nov. 7.

If the issue seems a bit hazy, that's OK. The bal-
lot question follows more than a year of proceed-
ings, involving a county commission motion to put
the 40-acre park up for sale and then a successful
protest effort where more than 1,300 registered
county voters signed a petition to force a vote on
the issue. 

At the time, the commission made the motion to
sell the park; then County Administrator John
Waltner made an estimate that the park would
sell for around $300,000 and that the sale of the
park could be used by the county to catch up on
capital improvement projects in East Park and
West Park. 

Proceeds from the sale would have to stay in a
special park improvement fund and not be trans-
ferred into the county's general fund. 

Waltner, at the time, said the county had put off
renovating the park, and if the county budget
would continue to be restricted by a tax lid, it
might be better for the county to run two parks in-
stead of three. 

The county has operated the park just south of
Newton for 42 years since it obtained it from the

Camp Hawk vote
looms on Nov. 7

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See HAWK /  12

See BOND / 8

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Vivian Hedrick, owner of Wharf Road Antiques, stands in “the room at the end of the
hall” in her store on the third level, where people have reported seeing ghosts.

Vivian Hedrick calls it “the
room at the end of the hall.” It's
where people have seen ghosts
in her antique store, Wharf
Road Antiques at 413 N. Main
St. It seems to be one of the
busiest rooms in the more than
100-year-old building, which
used to be a hotel. It's not
busiest with the living, however.
It's reportedly populated with
souls who have passed on.

Up on the third level, the

room straight back to the left
looks out over part of the first
floor's roof and onto the alley. In-
side the room are vintage chan-
deliers hanging from the ceiling
with a pitchfork in the corner.
It's also reported there are other
things in there, like a woman
waiting for someone and an
angry man sporting a handlebar
mustache.

Hedrick said things started to
happen during some remodeling,
and that's the kind of activity
that can stir things up, at least
that's how it's reported on the

Things go bump in the night at the
Wharf Road Antiques, Bowen homes

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See GHOSTS / 2

Bond issue
explained
for voters

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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TV show “Ghost Hunters.”
At the antique store, peo-
ple started working on the
ceiling, tearing it up.
Hedrick has had her busi-
ness there almost 45
years.

“Oh this—this is when
things started to hap-
pen—when things started
to groan and move,”
Hedrick said about the
construction work there.

One lady, Linda Myers,
who was a customer,
along with her sister,
Mary, were ghost investi-
gators. The sisters came
into her store, and even
though they didn't have
any hunting equipment,
told Hedrick about some
ghosts she saw.

“She told me there was
a beautiful girl in the
front room,” Hedrick said,
which was upstairs on the
third level that has what
appears to be small hotel
rooms. Linda thought that
in the room across the
hall was a man who was
attached to an object.

“Horse collars, she
thought he made for a liv-
ing,” Hedrick said about
what he was attached to
in the room. “She came
into this one and said
there's a beautiful woman
here, a little bit older, a
little more sensible,”
Hedrick added about “the
room at the end of the
hall.”

Linda said the woman
was waiting for someone
and asked if there was a
back door. Hedrick told
her there was. As they
started back down the
hall, Linda told Hedrick
there was a blonde girl in
another one of the old
hotel rooms.

When they went back
downstairs, Hedrick said
Linda told her there was a
little girl on the mezza-
nine level who had
breathing problems. Early
on during Linda's visit,
Linda was going to pur-
chase a dish and told
Hedrick there was a man
by the back door. Hedrick
said she looked and didn't
see anything.

“I didn't pay much at-
tention to her because I
thought she was losing it,”
Hedrick said.

This was on the first
floor. 

Another thing Linda
said was at least one man
was shot near the cash
register desk in a corner
of the store. Later that af-
ternoon, Hedrick said an-
other couple came into the
store, looking for smoking

memorabilia and smoke
stands. Vivian approached
them, asking if they
needed help. 

“One of them popped
out of the hallway and
said this used to be a bor-
dello,” Hedrick said.

At least one of the peo-
ple in the couple was sen-
sitive to spirits and told
Hedrick, when they went
downstairs, that someone
was shot and killed there
in the past, also by the
cash register area.

“This building was built
in 1885, so it's got a lot of
history,” Hedrick said.

Hedrick hasn't seen or
heard anything herself,
but she feels their pres-
ence.

“As I have been walking
up and down the aisles,
this is June,” she said.
“Why do I have goose-
bumps?”

That was in June 2013.
The following April, there
was another couple in the
store who went to “the
room at the end of the
hall.”

“That couple went
streaking down the hall-
way,” Hedrick said.

The woman stepped
back, and the man ran
down the stairs and out
the front door. The woman
told Hedrick the man is
spiritually sensitive.

“He came back and
apologized and was wip-
ing the sweat off his
brow,” Hedrick said. “He
said he saw a man stand-
ing there with a big round
hat clutched to his chest.”

Hedrick said the man,
as they were talking, told
her people's arm hair
stands on end when
ghosts are around, since
they move on static elec-
tricity.

“I've had a number of

people then—my wood-
worker was up here, and I
stopped to talk to my
son,” Hedrick said.

At one point, Hedrick
noticed the woodworker
was no longer there, and
his wife called to say he
saw a ghost. He had just
gone home.

In addition, her son,
who's in the National
Guard, said that when he
was working on the roof
that “the room at the end
of the hall” overlooks, he
heard a bang and a
scream.

“He said, 'You're right,'”
Hedrick said. “'This place
is haunted.'”

She has also had a
young woman in the store
who can see ghosts, and
Hedrick said, “Now, yes-
terday, I had a woman
who wouldn't come down
the hall. She thought it
was creepy.”

No, Hedrick hasn't seen
any creatures of the night
herself.

“I'm not sensitive
enough to see ’em, but I
can feel ’em when they're
moving around,” she said.

Counting, there are
about seven ghosts that
have been spotted. When
Linda talked about the
man she saw, she said
he's a good man, and he's
very angry. She told
Hedrick, “I'd be careful if
I were you.”

Even with that ominous
warning, Hedrick hasn't
had any problems with
spooks.

“They've never given
me any trouble,” Hedrick
said. “We get along just
fine. They seem to be ac-
tive whenever we tear
things up.”

The dark reaper

Connie Bowen of New-
ton has had some ghostly
experiences, including a
séance in Colorado, a
ghost presence in her for-
mer home in Peabody and
unexplained things at her
home in Colorado.

While in Peabody, resid-
ing in a home that's at
least 100 years old that
has wonderful woodwork
and after losing her hus-
band, Phil, Bowen said
she was lying in bed one
night and something like
a wind whooshed by her.

“I started getting kinda
spooked, so I started lock-
ing my [bedroom] door,”
she said on Monday night
from her Newton home.

One night, there were
three knocks on her bed-
room door, and she didn't
go to see who might be
there. The next day, she
called her son to see if he
had been there, and he
said no. 

Sometimes, she'd be
downstairs and hear a
ball rolling upstairs.

“And no one's up there,”
she said. “None of this
happened before I lost my
husband,” adding she
doesn't think it was her
husband, however.

So Bowen had someone
who does paranormal
readings over to her
house, who said it's a good
ghost instead of one that
might want to harm her.

Bowen also said her
daughter and family lived
with them off and on, and
they'd go to bed at night,
and the bedroom door
that had been closed
opened on its own. The
daughter checked on her
kids, and they were
asleep.

“She had seen a ball
come down the steps
once,” Bowen said.

At some point, Bowen
moved to Canon City,
Colo., and had some
things happen to her
there, as well.

“One night, I was in bed
sleeping,” she said.
“Something woke me up.”

Upon looking around,
she saw what she calls
the Black Reaper. She
turned her head away
from it, thinking maybe
she was seeing things,
and looked back, only to
find it still was there. She
repeated that, and he still
was there, dressed in a
dark cloak, and she could-
n't see his face.

“After what had hap-
pened to me in Peabody, it
didn't scare me too much,”
she said, adding she
asked him to leave and he
did. “It was pretty creepy.”

She was alone in the
house at the time. An-
other time, she awoke and
saw a man with long
white hair wearing a
white robe who reminded
her of her late husband's
brother, who also had
passed. He eventually
left. 

Also in Colorado,
Bowen said people would
knock on her door, and no
one was there. There also
were cold spots in a nor-
mally warm room.

“It would get cold in
the room,” Bowen said.

It's thought that when
ghosts materialize,
there's a cold spot be-
cause they're using en-
ergy around them. A
woman told Bowen spir-
its can attach themselves
to objects.

Bowen ended up going
to a store and telling a
woman there about her
spooky experiences. So
the woman told her about
burning sage to remove
spirits from her resi-
dence. Bowen bought the
sage, a book and a
seashell, which she keeps
the sage in, but she never
did use it, although she
still has it.

While in Canon City,
Bowen attended a séance
at a prison museum,
where the group sat in a
circle on the floor. The
lady in charge put out a
flashlight and asked spir-
its questions. She asked
the spirits to spin the
flashlight for “yes” or
“no.”

“It moved itself,”
Bowen said. “It freaked
me out. I was trying to
believe in everything.”

Then, they went up-
stairs where there were
some jail cells.

“I was the only one who
heard ladies crying from
one cell like they were
being abused,” Bowen
said.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Connie Bowen of Newton holds up her seashell that contains sage,
which can be used to remove ghosts from a home. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Vivian Hedrick adjusts a chair in her antique store on the third level in a room where a ghost was spotted. 

GHOSTS
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Tyson plant not coming
to Harvey County 

Harvey County is no
longer in the running for
the Tyson Chicken Plant. 

Newton Now reported
two weeks ago that the
Kansas Logistics Park
had been submitted to the
company as a possible site
for a $300 million opera-
tion after the company
cancelled plans to build in
Tonganoxie.

Harvey County Eco-
nomic Development sub-
mitted a proposal to
Tyson. The Newton Mayor
drafted a letter of sup-
port. 

However, last week
Tyson Chicken narrowed
down its list and cut New-
ton off of it, along with
other communities like
South Hutchinson. 

Beth Shelton, director
of the Harvey County Eco-
nomic Development Coun-
cil, said the company
informed her that it had
to do with the site's lack
of a “dual water source.”

Shelton said the site
had the water capacity to

serve the plant, however
the plant was looking for
sites that could draw from
two different sources of
water. 

The Kansas Logistics
Park draws water from a
single source, the Equus
beds. 

Shelton said the com-
pany was now looking at
three sites, one by Clear-
water in Sedgwick
County, one site in Cloud
County and one site in
Montgomery County.

The Sedgwick County
Commission has been es-
pecially vocal of their sup-
port for the plant locating
there. The site apparently
could draw from both the
Equus beds as well as
from Cheney Lake as a
water source. 

Shelton said that she
wanted to know if a re-
quirement of multiple
water sources was some-
thing common with large
industrial developments
or something Tyson spe-
cific, as the Kansas Logis-
tic Park's water capacity
had been highlighted in a
recent feasibility study,
the Garner Report, as a

strength of the site.
—Adam Strunk

Fire/EMS receives grant
for thermal imaging

cameras
Newton Fire/EMS has

received a grant from the
Firehouse Subs Public
Safety Foundation to pur-
chase new thermal imag-
ing cameras, a critical
component of firefighting
operations.

The $17,595 grant will
fund four new thermal
imaging cameras, which
allow firefighters to “see”
through smoke and dark-
ness to identify hot spots
in a structure fire or see
the heat signature of a
hidden victim.

The new equipment will
replace the department’s
first-generation thermal
imaging cameras, some of
which are more than 10
years old and can no
longer be repaired by the
manufacturer. The new
models are much lighter
and more portable.

Division Chief Cory

Lehman said replacing
the thermal imaging
equipment had been iden-
tified by department staff
as a high priority during
their annual needs as-
sessment.

Families invited
to take part in program
Families are invited to

join the 1,000 Books Be-
fore Kindergarten pro-
gram, a nationwide
challenge that encourages
parents and caregivers to
regularly read aloud to

their children. The pro-
gram is available to all
families with children be-
tween the ages of birth

and 5 years at Newton
Public Library.

—For Newton Now
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Trailer rides allow people to 'save the world' from apocalypse

Kansas Zombie Hunters

Emerie Masters likes to
visit the Kansas Zombie
Hunters (KZH) in the 7000
block of Northeast 36th
Street. In fact, KZH has
given her the designation
of being the honorary ZH1,
and all the workers, in-
cluding zombies and evil-
looking clowns, seem to
enjoy her company, giving
her hugs and welcome
scares.

The 7-year-old seems to
like the good, happy fright
KZH place gives her, when
she gets to shoot zombies
and other specters that
don't shoot back.

However, the good-na-
tured scares offered at the
zombie hunt pale in com-
parison to what she and
her family, who live in
Newton, are dealing with
in real life as the little girl
has lymphoma.

Emerie and her family
enjoy going there.

“We love it,” Emerie's
mom Michelle Masters
said, standing out in the
blustery wind under the
moonless Friday evening a
little before the witching
hour of midnight at the
hunt site at 7727 NE 36th
St., Newton. “It's fun.
When we were here on the
29th, we did this several
times. Emerie likes to
shoot.”

This past Friday night,
it appeared the whole fam-
ily was there—mom
Michelle and dad Keith
Masters, sister Jodie Mas-
ters, 14, and friend Savan-
nah Hunsucker.

Emerie was to start her
third round of chemo on
Monday, Oct. 23, and on
Sept. 29, Kansas Zombie
Hunters gave a portion of
their proceeds to Emerie's
family. 

“She's made it through
two rounds,” Michelle said.

It appeared this past
Friday night was Emerie's
second time out there, and
some things have changed.

“They added more zom-
bies,” Michelle said. “I like
the spook of the zombies
when they come up out of
the cornfield.”

Michelle said Emerie's
first week after chemo,
she's wiped out, but by the
end of the week, she has
more energy.

“She has lots of energy

right now,” Michelle said.
“We still take it easy.”

When Emerie gets her
energy back, that's when
they can go to the Kansas
Zombie Hunters.

Michelle said her daugh-
ter's lymphoma started in
her lymph nodes in her
sinus area and went down
one side of her neck.

“Her body's been
through quite a bit,”
Michelle said. “She's just
the definition of resilience.
She's in God's hands. She's
just incredibly strong.”

To help with medical
costs for Emerie, there's an
account set up at Citizens
State Bank.

That night, Emerie
shrieked and giggled as
folks dressed as zombies
and evil clowns came to
the back of the trailer by
foot. During the zombie
hunt at night, those partic-
ipating sit on a trailer
that's pulled by a vehicle.
On the trailer are attached
paint-ball guns set up with
glow-in-the-dark paint-
balls. The cost to attend
Kansas Zombie Hunters,
which is in its first year, is
$20 for adults for a half-
hour ride and 100 rounds.
On Friday night, families
with kids and older off-
spring were there, as well
as friends. Other prices in-
clude $8 for an additional
100 rounds, $12 for an
extra 200 rounds and $10
for 100 extra rounds pur-
chased on the trailer.

To set the mood, Hal-
loween-type music is
played on the trailer, and

zombies and clowns, some
of which have glow-in-the-
dark clothing, move
around in the woods and
come out of cornfields as
the trailer passes by.

The cost of the daytime
hayride with paintball
shoot is $10 with 100
rounds for a 30-minute
ride. There also is a $5 per
vehicle parking fee. Hours
are 6:30 p.m. to midnight
Fridays and Saturdays for
the Zombie Hunts and 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays
and noon to 5 p.m. Sun-
days for daytime paintball.
Kansas Zombie Hunters
will be open through Sat-
urday, Oct. 28, although
they also plan to be open
on Tuesday, Oct. 31, for a
short time.

Their first day of opera-
tion was Sept. 29. Each
Friday, some of the pro-
ceeds go toward desig-
nated non-profits, such as
the Junior Railers and St.
Mary's School. Kansas
Zombie Hunters is right
across the road from Down
in the Holler, which is a
separate business with a
pumpkin patch. To get
there, take U.S. Highway
50 toward Walton and turn
right onto Northeast 36th
Street and drive a few
miles. It'll be on the right.
It's hard to miss. It takes
about 10 minutes to get
there from Newton.

Usually, they have from
15 to 20 zombies and
clowns to strike up a scare
and be targets. 

“Some of the clowns
come up to the trailer, and
the zombies do,” said Lisa
Littlejohn, who works
there.

Littlejohn said they
were busy on Friday night.
Hunts go out every half
hour, and the last trailer
leaves at 11:30 p.m.

“So far, people have re-
ally liked it,” Littlejohn
said, adding kids aren't as
scared as they are at
haunted houses. Children
8 and younger have to go
on the ride with an adult,
she said.

On Friday night, there
were people there from
Derby, and Littlejohn said
they get folks there from
as far away as Durham,
Salina and Emporia, as
well as the Wichita area
and Newton. They even
had some foreign-exchange
students from Germany
attending Newton High
School.

“They said over there,
they're not allowed to
shoot a paintball gun until
they're 21,” Littlejohn said.

The moonless sky with
stars that looked like twin-
kling spook eyes and the
cool blustery wind pro-
vided a perfect backdrop
for the rides.

On Trailer No. 16 Friday
night, there appeared to be
several dads with their
sons, as well as a journal-
ist and her adult son and
their friend. The son and
his friend took selfies with
a clown, while the journal-
ist shot at defenseless zom-
bies, screaming, “Die! Die!
Die!”

“Kansas Zombie
Hunters is the state’s
newest organization dedi-
cated to defending the
world against zombie at-
tacks,” the website stated.
“The organization was
formed by ZH1 [Zombie
Hunter One] after he re-
ceived a credible threat re-
port about a zombie
apocalypse. The window of
opportunity to destroy the
zombies appears to be from
the last weekend of Sep-
tember through the month
of October.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
“Jason” lurks in a cornfield during a Friday night zombie hunt at Kansas Zombie Hunters. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Xavier Torres enjoys himself shooting zombies. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Emerie Masters, 7, of Newton and her mom, Michelle Masters, also of
Newton, react to some creatures scaring those on the ride. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
An evil clown attempts to board a trailer Friday night during one of the
Kansas Zombie Hunters events. 
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The main difference be-
tween the six candidates
running for three vacan-
cies on the USD 373 Board
of Education mostly could
be boiled down to one
wedge issue: the $61.3 mil-
lion bond issue on the Nov.
7 election ballot.

The differences of opin-
ion showed last Wednes-
day at a candidate forum
held at the Meridian Cen-
ter.

Moderator Adam Strunk
asked the candidates
whether each candidate
would have approved the
bond in its current struc-
ture.

Jennifer Budde, Andy
Harder and Mallory Mor-
ton each said he or she
supported the bond issue,
while Toby Tyner, Angela
Becker and David Oller
said they were in opposi-
tion to it.

Harder said he initially
was opposed to it, but he
started digging and real-
ized Newton's schools
couldn't wait for needed
upgrades. He also said if
the bond measure didn't
pass, it would take several
years before residents
could revisit the issue and
that the timing for passing
it was important because
the state would be reim-
bursing the district with
$17 million.

Morton said she didn't
personally love every ele-
ment of the bond issue,
even though she served on
the district comprehensive
planning team, which put
the package together. She
also said future changes in
state financial aid would
leave Newton's needs un-
fulfilled.

Budde encouraged the
full house in attendance to
visit the high school at 6
p.m. Monday for an open
house so voters could see
need that the needs for in-
frastructure improvements
can't wait.

"It is in sad, sad shape,
and it needs fixed now,"
she said.

Becker said she sup-
ported spending money on
schools but, based on her
analysis as one who works
in the finance industry, she
didn't approve of the way
the money was being allo-
cated.

"We should pass a bond
because it's right for the
community, not because
we need to pass a bond
issue," she said.

Tyner, a teacher for Wi-
chita Public Schools, said

he was not motivated to
run by the bond election,
but he wouldn't vote for it.
If the bond issue passes,
he said he would do his
job. But if the measure
fails, he would be part of
the discussion in getting
back to the table to see
what's needed in a new
bond issue.

Oller said the high
school had "desperate
needs," but he was opposed
to the way the initiative
would change structure of
classrooms, which would
change Chisholm Middle
School from students in
sixth-eighth grades from
its current seventh-eighth
grades. 

The bond issue includes
a measure to restructure
the middle schools from
one grades fifth through
sixth and one grades sev-
enth through eighth build-
ing to two sixth through
eighth middle school build-
ings.

Candidates also were
asked what they might do
if the bond fails.

Becker said the board
would need to get back to
the drawing board imme-
diately, while seeking
input from voters as to
why they didn't support it.

"It can't wait for long,"
she said.

Tyner concurred, saying
the planning team didn't
have enough diversity. If it
does fail, he said the good
news was the district's
needs had everyone's at-
tention, and the time
would be ideal to find out
what could get passed.

"Folks, our schools need
a bond," he said. "We need
to help our buildings."

Morton said the district
couldn't meet its needs

merely with capital-outlay
funds, so the board would
have to get more commu-
nity input while working
for another bond issue in a
timely manner. She said
she wished there would
have been more input ear-
lier.

Harder said the reality
was that the board would
have to wait two or three
years before the district
could receive state funding
for improvements. 

If the current bond issue
fails, USD 373 could have
to get behind other school
districts to receive a
capped amount aid for the
bond. The state, while it
has capped the amount it
matches to school districts
each year, still will provide
28 percent of funding for a
bond, once it and voters
approve the bond.

Harder also said safety
and security for students
and staff couldn't wait.

Budde said it would be a
tragedy, putting off dire
needs for students. The
same needs will continue
to exist, but the expense
only will go up in the com-
ing years, she added. "We
can't afford to be apathetic
here. [...] Tell us what you
want," she said.

Oller said what he was
hearing in the community
was that the district still
hadn't paid off its last
bond measure. He said he
agreed with Tyner and
Becker that the board
would immediately have to
discuss with voters what
they might approve.

The first question candi-
dates addressed after their
introductory remarks was
about their goals and how
they might accomplish
them.

Harder said his vision
for the district was to re-
store trust. He also wants
to ensure that students
will have all the tools they
will need. Some will go to
colleges, but he wants to
offer other opportunities
before a student invests in
a four-year degree.

Budde laid out her three
priorities: ensuring that
students are in an environ-
ment free of bullying and
assault; empowering
teachers for the classroom,
which means paying them
a competitive wage; and
restoring trust in the
school board.

Oller said he wanted to
ensure the safety of stu-
dents.

"Hopefully, I want to
bring a conservative mind-
set to the board as far as
being fiscally conserva-
tive," he said.

Becker said she dealt
with budgets all the time
and that she wanted to
make sure that any cuts
stayed away from the
classroom.

"We need to get out of
the board meetings and
engage with the commu-
nity," she said.

Tyner said the shortage
of teachers was only get-
ting worse.

"We have got to make
sure we are giving a com-
petitive teacher salary to
teachers," he said.

Morton said she wanted
to provide a safe and posi-
tive learning environment,
enabling the best educa-
tion possible. She also said
she wanted to retain
teachers, whom she called
the greatest asset to the
district.

After several questions
proffered by the audience,

each candidate gave a clos-
ing statement.

Tyner said the most im-
portant thing anyone could
do for society was to pro-
vide for young people.

"These are all our young
people," he said. "We're all
responsible for them."

He also said voters
needed to think in every
election about how their
votes would affect chil-
dren, not just school board
elections. He added that
years of cutting through
the policies of Rep. Marc
Rhoades and Gov. Sam
Brownback weren't fair to
the children.

Morton said she had no
desire to be a politician
and didn't have all the an-
swers. She said she would
seek out the answers while
fighting for teachers and
students to give them
everything they deserve.
She wants to be a repre-
sentative vote.

Harder, who has chil-
dren in the district, said he
wanted to be wise with the
spending of the bond
money and when the
buildings needing work get
fixed, he would stop spend-
ing money.

Budde said she wanted
to instill the desire of
members to be a lifelong
member of the community.
Students who graduate
and become community

members make Newton
what it is. She also said
she would put students
and teachers first.

Oller cited his 15 grand-
children, eight of whom
live in Newton and some of
whom attend public
schools. He said he was
running not only for his
own 12 children but for the
future of his grandchil-
dren. A graduate of 1975,
he said he had a vested in-
terest to see Newton con-
tinue to grow and the
school district to be strong.

Becker pointed out that
if the current bond does
not pass, a future bond
still will receive state fund-
ing. She said each time she
heard from supporters of
the bond, the length of
time they said the district
would have to wait to hold
another bond election got
longer, which she called an
"irresponsible fear tactic." 

She said regardless of
what happened, she'd use
her financial background
to help navigate the dis-
trict through the difficul-
ties it faced.
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Bond issue highlights differences between candidates
BY BLAKE SPURNEY

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
USD 373 Board of Education candidates, from left, Toby Tyner, Angela Becker, David Oller, Jennifer Budde,
Andy Harder and Mallory Morton take part in the Oct. 18 forum at the Meridian Center in Newton. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Jennifer Budde, left, speaks during the event.

Driver’s license fees might go up in county next year

You could be paying
more for your driver’s li-
cense next year.

County commissioners,
at their Monday commis-
sion meeting, debated rais-
ing the fees in response to
new rules from the Kansas
Department of Revenue. 

Currently, Harvey
County voluntarily issues
state driver’s licenses but
pays for the service out of
pocket as a way to help out
residents. The State of
Kansas has regional of-
fices, like ones in Wichita
and Andover, that the
state uses to issue the li-
censes. 

To help pay to operate
the service, the county
charges a $3 county fee for
residents to get a driver’s
license and a $20 fee for
out-of-county residents to
get a license. Last year, 18
percent of the 6,103
driver’s licenses issued
through the Harvey
County DMV were to out-
of-county residents.

Starting next year,
thanks to direction from
the Kansas Department of
Revenue, the county will
no longer be able to have a
two-tiered system for
charging licenses and in-
stead has to charge every-
one the same flat rate. 

“If you leave it at $3 and
stop charging the $20 com-
pletely, you're going to lose
about $28,000 to $29,000,”
County Administrator An-
thony Swartzendruber
said. “The question is
whether you want to in-
crease the fee to fund that
or to take that out of the
general fund.”

The commission debated
what exactly it should do
on the option. Initially,
Commissioner Randy
Hague recommended in-
creasing fees to $10 to try
to offset the change and to
bring in more revenue for
future cost increases. 

“I know it's going to
upset people increasing
the fee,” he said. “But at
what point do they say,
‘I'm going to drive out of
town.’”

However, continued con-
versation about the possi-
ble fee increase caused
commissioners to back
away from making a deci-
sion right away and in-
stead look at the fees other
counties that issue driver’s
licenses charge. 

On the subject of fees,
Becky Opland, county
treasurer, told the commis-
sion she'd like to keep vis-
its to the Department of
Motor Vehicles fee free.
State statute now allows
the county to charge up to
a $5 service fee for getting
services through the De-
partment of Motor Vehi-
cles. 

“My opinion is this is the
taxpayers’ courthouse, and
they shouldn't have to pay
to use our facilities,” she
said.

The county commission
had no problems with not
charging a service fee for
services of the department. 

Commissioner Chip
Westfall said that as the
State of Kansas continues
to cut funds to counties
and shift its tax burden to
local governments, such
conversations will con-
tinue to happen.

“I don't think we need to
nickel and dime our citi-
zens on that one yet,”

Westfall said. 
In other news, the

county looks like it will be
shelling out a few more
dollars than budgeted for
an Eagleview of the
county. The commission
sat through a 45-minute
presentation from Eagle-
view Technologies, a ven-
dor that provides
photographic mapping and
surveying of counties. The
mapping is used for ap-
praisal as well as emer-
gency management
services. It's been more
than 10 years since the
county has contracted with
such a service. 

The 18-year-old com-
pany uses multiple air-
borne shots to provide a
relatively three dimension
overhead image of prop-
erty. The company prom-
ises much more detailed
imagery than available
through other services and
far more detailed than
Google Maps. The service
would provide side views
of buildings from the air,
along with top views. That
would allow better identifi-
cation of structures in the
county than it currently
possesses.

The process would cost
the county $75,000 over
three years to complete.
The company has about 15
other customers in
Kansas. The county had
$60,000 budgeted for the
project. The county made
no decision on the possible
contract. 

Westfall pointed out
that the detailed views
should be helpful to law
enforcement as well as
first responders in under-
standing developing situa-
tions and staying safe. 

“That $15,000 is more

value to the emergency re-
sponse people than our ad-
justers and appraisers,” he
said. “We've waited six
years too long to do this.”

The county took no ac-
tion on the issue. 

ETC.
Swartzendruber said the

Planning and Zoning Com-
mittee did receive feed-
back from residents about
Sedgwick Township re-
questing to transition a
number of roads in the
township to “minimum
maintenance” roads.
Swartzendruber said the
Planning and Zoning
Board did not recommend
going forward with the
township’s request. He
said the commission would
also have a hearing about
the transition request.

The commission ap-
proved a new contract for
indigenous defense serv-
ices. According to the con-
tract, the county will pay a
$160,000 sum to be di-
vided between the 12 area
attorneys participating in
the agreement. 

Sheriff Chad Gay said
his office continues to ne-
gotiate with the U.S. Mar-
shal's service over pay to
house federal employees at
the county jail. Gay said
the two groups had not
come to an agreement, but
his office was pushing for a
five-year contract with the
Marshal service—longer
than the usual three-year
contract.

County approved joining
with the City of Newton to
fund an architect to deter-
mine costs of the law en-
forcement facility. The
county would be responsi-
ble for $82,333 of the
$241,000 remodel study.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Visit harvey-
countynow.com!



Newton police are investigat-
ing a report of a person being cut
with a knife after chasing an-
other person they believed was
trying to burglarize a car.

Newton Police Lt. Scott Powell
said around 2:30 a.m. Oct. 19,
police received a report of a stab-
bing in the 700 Block of West
12th Street.

Upon investigation, police
found a victim who had a small,
superficial wound on his arm.

Powell said, according to po-
lice reports, the victim said he
saw someone standing by his
brother’s car, a 1994 Lexus.

The victim reported that the
man ran away from the vehicle.
The victim gave chase and
caught up with the suspect.

According to the police report,

the suspect said “bad idea,”
pulled a knife and stuck the vic-
tim in the arm with it. The sus-
pect then continued to run away.

Powell said the victim didn’t
call EMS or require medical
treatment for the cut.

Powell said that the insides of
the car were undistributed and
the vehicle was locked.

The victim described the sus-
pect as 5-feet-10-inches tall with

grown out facial hair and weigh-
ing around 150 pounds.

Powell said that it was too
early to tell if the case is related
to the shooting that took place in
Newton on Sunday night, follow-
ing a botched vehicle burglary in
the 400 Block of Normandy
Road.

In that case, the suspect was
described as 5’9”, with short fa-
cial hair and weighing more

than 200 pounds.
Powell said both descriptions

describe a large amount of peo-
ple in Newton.

As for vehicle burglaries, Pow-
ell said the best way to prevent
them is keeping the vehicle
locked. He said if someone does
see a burglary taking place to
call the police department and
avoid a confrontation with the
person.
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Special thanks to the following supporters of the church directory:

All Nations 
Pentecostal

225 W. Seventh
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Asbury Park Chapel
200 S.W. 14th

3:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

3:30 pm Sunday Worship

Bethel College 
Mennonite Church
2600 College Avenue

North Newton
9:30am  Worship 10:30am

Fellowship 10:50am 
Faith Formation

Church of the
Brethren

520 Columbus Avenue
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Church of Christ
1701 Old Main

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Worship

Church of Christ
West First at Columbus

9:30am Bible Study
10:30am Worship
1:30pm Worship

Church of Jesus
Christ

1201 Grandview
9:00am Sacrament

10:20am Primary Relief
Society, Priesthood

11:10am Sunday School

Church of God
400 N. Meridian

9:45am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Bible Study

Crossway Bible
Church

15716 N.W. 150th Street
10:30am Worship

9:30am Sunday School

Cornerstone 
Apostolic Church

900 W. Broadway
10:00am Worship

East Side United
Methodist Church

1520 E. Bradway
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Faith Mennonite
Church

2100 N. Anderson
9:00am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

Faith Temple
Church of God in

Christ
226 E. 11th

10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Worship

First Baptist Church
Sixth and Poplar Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)
102 E. First Street

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

First Church of God
620 Fairview

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

First Church of the
Nazarene

1000 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

First Mennonite
Church

429 E. First
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Missionary
Church

1300 N. Berry
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First Presbyterian
Church

900 Columbus
9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

First United Church 
of Christ

210 E. Fourth
9:30am Worship

10:30am Sunday School

First United
Methodist Church

801 N. Main
9:30am Sunday School

10:15am Fellowship
11am Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Worship

Golden Plains Free
Methodist Church
224 N.W. 60th Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

Grace Community
Church

1600 S. Anderson
9:00am Worship

10:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School

Hall’s Chapel 
A.M.E. Church
711 E. 11th Street

9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship

Hillcrest 
Community Church

-  A Foursquare
Church

431 W. 12th
9:30am Cafe Connect

10:30am Worship

Highland Trinity
United Church 

of Christ
Corner of K-15 & Dutch Ave

9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School

Iglesia Del Nazareno 
El Calvario

914 Washington Road
10:30am Worship

7:00 pm Friday Worship

Iglesia Menonita
Casa Betania

429 E. First Street
2:00pm Sunday School

3:30pm Worship
7:00pm Wednesday 

Bible Study

Immanuel 
Baptist Church
1515 N. Anderson

9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship

6:30pm Evening Worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses
223 .E. 14th

10:00am Public Discourse
11:00am Watchtower

Study

Koerner Heights
Church

320 N. Meridian
9:15am Discipleship Hour

10:30am Worship

Liberty Baptist
Church

613 S. Meridian Road
9:45am Sunday School

10:45am Worship 6:00pm
Worship

Meridian Baptist
Church

1130 W. Broadway
9:30am Sunday School

10:40am Worship
6:00pm Worship

New Creation 
Fellowship Church

221 Muse
10:45am Worship

New Life Assembly 
of God

818 Washington Road
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

7:00pm Wednesday 
Service

Newton Bible Church
900 Old Main

9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Worship

Newton Christian
Church

210 Southport
9:15am Worship

10:30am Connection Time
11:00am Worship

Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic

Church
421 S. Ash

9:00am Mass
11:00am Mass

12:30pm Spanish Mass
5:00pm Saturday Mass

People’s Bible 
Baptist Chuch

E. 12th and Logan
11:00am Praise Service

7:00pm Wednesday Prayer
Meeting

RiverPoint Church
722 N. Main

9:00am Worship and 
Kids Worship

10:45am Worship and
Kids Worship

6:30pm Wednesday 
Student Ministry 

St. Luke Evangelical
Church

808 E. Sixth
9:30am Fellowship and

Breakfast
10:30am Worship

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church

Eighth and Main
5:30pm Saturday Vigil
8:30am Sunday Mass
10:30am Sunday Mass

6:30pm Wednesday 
Religious Education

6:30pm 
Wednesday Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church
2001 Windsor Drive

9:00am Sunday School 
(September - May)
10:15am Sunday 
Holy Eucharist

Salem United
Methodist Church

First and Old Main
9:00am Sunday School

10:00am Worship

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

1124 W. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

11:00am Worship

Seventh Day 
Adventist Christian

Church
202 N. Walnut Street

9:15am Sabbath School
10:30am Saturday Church

Shalom 
Mennonite Church

800 E. First Street
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

The Gathering
518 North Main
The Fox Theater
9:00am Worship
11:00am Worship

Trinity Heights
Methodist Church
Boyd and West 12th

9:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School

11:11am Worship

Walton United
Methodist Church

201 Blaine Street, Walton
9:00am Worship

Zion Lutheran
Church

225 S. Poplar
8:45am Sunday School 

and Bible Classes
10:00am Worship

Miller Construction
901 Industrial Dr., Newton

316-283-8862
www.millerconstruction.org

Regier Construction
204 S Evans, Newton

316-283-3729
www.regierconstruction.com

Breadbasket
219 N Main St., Newton

316-283-3811
www.newtonbreadbasket.com

Farmers Insurance
Mark Boston Agency

614 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-0021

Bentons Greenhouse
2311 Edgemore Ave

North Newton
316-283-7093

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

Faith and LIfe
606 N. Main St., Newton

316-283-2210
www.faithandlifebook-

store.com

J's Expert Auto
1304 Old Main St., 

Newton
316-283-8473

www.jsexpertauto.com

Kansas Auto Repair
1808 N. Main St.

Newton
316-284-0484

www.kansasautorepair.com

Service Master
2216 N. Anderson Rd 

Newton
316-283-5404

www.servicemasterofnewton.com

Jasperson Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-8544

www.jaspersonchiropractic-
newton.com

Charlsen Insurance
1021 Washington Rd. #200

Newton
316-804-4945

www.charlseninsurance.com

Petersen Family 
Funeral Home

215 N. Main St., Newton
316-283-2525

www.petersenfamilyfuneral-
home.com

Cornerstone Law
725 North Main Street

Newton
316-282-7300

www.cornerstonelaw.com

Conrade Insurance
129 E. Broadway, Newton

316-283-0096
www.conradeinsurance.com

Pavement Pro's LLC
110 N. Hartup Street

McPherson 
316-617-6073

www.pavementprosllc.com

Nisly Brothers
5212 S. Herren Road

Hutchinson
620-662-6561

www.nislybrothers.com

Everence Financial
Services

106 W. 24th St., North
Newton • 620-327-4043
www.everence.com/kansas

Back Alley Pizza
125 West 6th Street

Newton
316-804-4924

http://www.backalley.pizza/

Creation Station
605 N Main St, Newton

(316) 772-0883
www.theyarnstation.com

If you would like to become a
sponsor of the Newton Area

Church Directory, please con-
tact Shannin Rettig at 

shannin@harveycountynow
or 316.293.7904

Newton 
area

Clayworks Gallery
417 N. Main, Newton

316-284-0636

Small knife wound reported after street confrontation
NEWTON NOW STAFF

Safehope has open house Tuesday evening

Harvey County Safe-
hope held an open house
Oct. 24, showing off what
is becoming the new head-
quarters for the organiza-
tion. 

With the help of the
Newton Chamber, Moxie
Grill and Brewpub as well
as Aeroplanes Brewing,
the domestic and sexual
violence outreach organi-
zation invited members of
the Newton community to
come look around its facil-
ity at 316 N. Oak St. 

The facility will provide
a location for Safehope to
provide services and even-
tually housing for victims
and others affected by
abuse. 

The building will be
able to provide a food and
hygiene pantry, youth
mentoring, economic em-
powerment curriculum, as
well as other outreach
services. 

Safehope acquired the
building from Harvey
County after it sold it in
2016.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
People attend the Safehope open house Tuesday evening at its facility at 316 N. Oak St. in Newton.

Call 316-281-7899 to subscribe!

Subscribe to Newton
Now and support a

LOCAL
community paper
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So the plan was to go to a
haunted house. And while we
have perfectly good haunted

house attractions closer to home,
my girlfriend decided we should go
to Kansas City and see one with
her college friends. 

That's how I ended up standing
by 500 of my closest friends to wait
for the haunted house called “The
Edge of Hell.” 

The only thing hellish about it
was the line standing experience. 

Kids wailed and whined. A lady
behind us, on some sort of sub-
stance, had a breakdown about an
hour into the wait and started
screaming. She ran off toward the
two porta-potties and, to the relief
of all of us, must have decided to
leave or passed out or something.
At least I didn't see her when I left
to take care of business.

I'll give the haunted house em-
ployees props: they keep some
clean outhouses.

I commented on this fact to the
guy dressed up as a clown who
was waiting in line behind me. 

We spent the next two hours
waiting in line, having left behind
a perfectly good six pack in the
fridge. After only moving halfway,
we called it quits and saved about
50 bucks. 

Defeated but undeterred, we de-
cided to get a drink, and one of
Sam's more cosmopolitan friends
knew of a bar “within walking dis-
tance.”

Sam calls me a country mouse
because I get uncomfortable in
large cites at times.

But I feel like I've done my time
being stupid and walking through
alleys I shouldn't have in my life.

By 23, I was smart enough to
know not to take shortcuts in
downtown Lawrence. And I don't
walk around Old Town in Wichita
late at night. So me and my head
full of crime stories weren't super
enthused that we were now walk-
ing across a factory district in
Kansas City. 

While the Edge of Hell might
have been scary inside, the horror
show was the walk through the
empty parking lots and darkened
alleys. 

I repeatedly imagined getting
robbed or worse but kept all such
thoughts to myself. 

Now we were cutting across
what looked to be a construction
zone in the dark. A sign for a bar
called the “Ship” was in sight. We
just had to cross what appeared to
be a mud pit of some sort. 

Luckily, I ran into the guy
dressed up as a clown I met ear-
lier. He kept talking about floating
and only then I noticed he was
pointing out a massive water pud-
dle. I navigated around it while
the more civilized folks got their
shoes muddy. Country mouse, in-
deed. 

We stepped into the light and
entered the Ship, a bar full of peo-
ple wearing flannel and work
boots who looked like they neither
needed flannel nor did a lot of
working. I immediately felt  old,
wading through the smoke and
hearing some pretty awful music. I
don't think I would have liked it
even if I was 22.  

I prepared to pay for a $12 cock-
tail made by some dude who called
himself a mixologist or something
equally ridiculous. 

Only then from behind me did I
hear the rest of the party call. My
girlfriend's friend's boyfriend had
forgotten to bring his ID. Despite
ignoring indoor smoking bans,
they take IDs pretty seriously at
the old Ship. 

This meant we got to go home.
And while our hosts apologized
profusely about the incident, I was
happy to be sitting on a couch,
being way less trendy and sipping
a beer. Call me boring or unhip,
but I could have saved everybody
three hours of their lives and
plenty of time scraping their
shoes.

Long story short, I have yet to
go into a haunted house, but I see
there's a free one in Newton this
Saturday night, at least that's
what my new clown friend told me.
I keep running into him behind
the Kwik Shop. Must have fol-
lowed me home. He gives good ad-
vice. He's a pretty chill dude.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor for Newton Now. He can be

reached at 
adam@harveycountynow.com or

316-281-7899.

Haunted house in KC a flop
Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

Weigh in

Don’t sell Camp Hawk

I’ve downsized and moved. The
move went well, and I’m set-
tling in. The furniture is in

place, all but three of the boxes are
unpacked and the pictures are
hung. Now if I could only remem-
ber where I put everything. (I can
remember where whatever I hap-
pen to be looking for was in my old
house.)

The day I moved, my girls
worked so hard, making sure my
bed was made, the bathroom and
kitchen articles were in place and
that I was ready for my first night
and first morning in my new
home. 

When I got up the next morning
after a good night’s sleep, I poured
my cereal and got out my yogurt.
However, not a single spoon or eat-
ing utensil was to be found in any
of the multitude of kitchen draw-
ers or cabinets. But the measuring
spoons had been unpacked, so I
ate cereal and yogurt with a one-
tablespoon measuring spoon.

I discovered it is difficult to eat
cereal and yogurt (and probably

anything) from a round, deep
spoon.

With breakfast over, I searched
further for the silverware in un-
packed boxes, to no avail. It
turned out the box containing the
silverware had not been moved
over from the old house. I have it
now and am eating well.

Here I am with my favorite fur-
niture, knick-knacks, pictures and
paintings surrounding me. It is
amazing how different things look
in different surroundings, and in
this case, mostly better.

I rid myself of much unneeded

clothing, books, papers, junk and
duplicates. I have been able to
save things that are the most
meaningful to me (and some
things that I may yet dispose of). I
still have a box of old photos to go
through but there’s no rush for
that.

Only three times since my move
have I accidentally driven from the
grocery store to my old house. And
I have written my old address by
mistake only five times. I still
have a lot of informing of change
of address to do, but those have
been informed for whom it is most
important—creditors, banks, doc-
tors and such. (I am not informing
the catalogs.)

I am very happy with my new
abode.

Downsizing and moving is good!
P.S. I am voting yes on the USD

373 school bond.

Sue Ice is a Newton resident
since 1961, a community activist, a
former teacher and retired Prairie

View employee.

I’m settling into a new home

Voting no on the Camp Hawk sale should about be
your easiest choice on the ballot. 

While the school bond will take some reasoning to
sort out the smoke and numbers, and the 12 or so can-
didates running for office deserve research, Camp
Hawk, from where we sit, seems pretty cut and dry. 

A vote yes sells one of the county's three parks and
the park closest to Newton. 

A vote no makes sure that you, your kids and county
residents continue to enjoy the 40 acres of green space
as they've done for the last 42 years. 

The decision to keep the park is simply common
sense. 

In 2016, the park brought in $16,020-worth of rev-
enue through fees, such as building rentals. The
county spent $19,945 on operations of the park. 

So, for $3,920 last year, Harvey County residents
got an additional pond to fish in and a large amount of
green space to take their dog to, to take their kids to
and to picnic in. 

They got a regionally renowned Frisbee golf
course—one that hosts large tournaments and draws
in people from out of county to our community. 

They got a community shelter to rent for get-togeth-
ers and weddings. And rent it they did. That shelter
saw 188 rentals last year, surpassing the rentals East
Park’s community building had. 

If you want some context, at this week's county com-
mission meeting, commissioners didn't raise objections
to spending $15,000 more than they budgeted to have
planes fly over the county and map it out to help with
property tax appraisals. That's not a knock on the
$75,000 expenditure, but it is meant to point out that
Camp Hawk represents a very small drop in the
county's budget and a huge bang for its buck. Overall,
from 2011 to 2015, it represented 5.4 percent of the
Parks Department’s expenditures. 

Heck, we saved the county a few thousand dollars
this year by forcing down the price it paid to publish
newspaper legals. Maybe it earmarks those dollars to
the camp and calls it money well spent. 

Now, to be fair, the county does assess personnel
costs to maintaining the park at about $18,000. It
wouldn't save any money on those costs if the park
sells, as it doesn't plan on getting rid of any employ-
ees. It could, perhaps, put those employees to work,
however, at the existing two parks. 

The county had planned on using the estimated
$300,000 it could get from selling the park to catch up
on capital improvements at its other two parks. 

But we think the long-term value of Camp Hawk is
worth far more that $300,000. 

What amenity with a pond, 40 acres of space, a com-
munity building and a Frisbee golf course could the
county buy with such money? 

We have something good with Camp Hawk, and
should we decide to get rid of it, we're losing out on a
great thing. We can add it to the list of “nice things we
used to have” that the old timers can sit around and
talk about. 

Long story short, if you're still on the fence about it,
consider the park as a Newton/North Newton issue.
It's by far the most accessible of the county's three
parks to the community that makes up nearly two-
thirds of the county population. Even if you don't vote
for it, vote to help out the Newton residents and youth
who do use it. Halstead has West Park close by. Wal-
ton has East Park. Like it or not, Newton has Camp
Hawk close by. 

And if none of that sways you, go buy a sandwich,
drive the few miles out to Camp Hawk, sit down, eat it
and enjoy the view. Watch the people using that park.
Check out the birds, go for a walk and take advantage
of the amenity. 

Then go home knowing your vote to sell the park
takes away thousands of those experiences from the
rest of us who live in the county. If you can live with
that, we weren't going to get through to you with this
editorial anyway.

—Newton Now Editorial Board

Save Camp Hawk
Camp Hawk is one of three county parks. Selling it

will change the county’s parks budget by less than one
percent.

That should end any conversation about selling
Camp Hawk. Actually, should we even be having this
conversation? Healthy communities don’t sell parks.
Selling parks means decay. So why are we talking
about this?

Last year, our three county commissioners voted
unanimously to sell Camp Hawk, claiming it was un-
derutilized, run down and too expensive. They say
they discussed the potential sale for three years and
“didn’t take the decision lightly.”

In those three years, our three commissioners failed
to record those discussions in meeting minutes, list
the topic as an agenda item, consult the Harvey
County Parks Advisory Board, notify the public,
gather data on parks’ usage, get estimates for repairs
at Camp Hawk, or explore any less drastic solutions.

What our three commissioners did do in those three
years was under spend the parks budget by 15 per-
cent. That is $273,000 that didn’t go to parks and did-
n’t go back to their constituents. $273,000, by the way,
is roughly the sale price for Camp Hawk.

Those three years also saw maintenance costs sky-
rocket at Camp Hawk—at least on paper. Yearly per-
sonnel costs jumped from under $3,000 in 2013 to
$19,000 in 2016; operations costs climbed from about
$15,000 to $21,000 in that period. 

Despite the sudden doubling of its maintenance
budget, Camp Hawk users can’t point to a single im-
provement made at the park in the three years com-
missioners discussed its potential sale. In fact, they
note a decline. 

Basic, low-cost tasks like spraying or burning the
weeds and volunteer trees around the pond went un-
done for the first time. When a welcome sign or picnic
table covering blew over, they never got fixed. 

Three years of ballooning budgets paired with de-
creased spending and lack of maintenance at Camp
Hawk set up the description “run down and too expen-
sive.” It’s a problem that only the three men who con-
trol the purse strings could have avoided.

But it’s still not an accurate description. Even dou-
bling Camp Hawk’s budget didn’t make it too expen-
sive. Losing Camp Hawk, with its yearly 60-plus
shelter reservations, its $16,000 per year revenue, its
revered disc golf course maintained by volunteers, and
its accessible green space still only changes the parks
budget by less than one percent.

On Nov. 7, vote no to the sale of Camp Hawk. 
Brandon Nelson

North Newton

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

GLIDING ON ICE

SUE ICE

Becker qualified and dedicated
I would like to share the reasons

why I support Angela Becker for
Newton School Board.

Becker is one of the candidates
Newton teachers endorsed for the
USD 373 Board of Education. 

She has a master’s degree in
business administration. She is a
financial analyst; her job is to help
companies create and adhere to fis-
cally responsible budgets. This ed-
ucation and skill set is unique to a
board member and invaluable to
our district.

Becker is a strong advocate for

teachers and students. She is a
proponent of due process and
would like to see it restored at a
state level. She is concerned about
the teacher shortage in Kansas and
wants find ways to encourage more
young people to become teachers.

Becker has put in hard work
throughout her campaign to ensure
she will be well prepared for the
job. This includes attending school
board meetings to familiarize her-
self with district concerns, meeting
with the Kansas Association of
School Boards to learn more about
the responsibilities of a board
member, and speaking with count-

less individuals in the community
(including teachers, administra-
tors, current school board mem-
bers, parents, and community
stakeholders) to gain more perspec-
tive.

Throughout this election cycle
Becker has proven that she is not
only qualified to be a school board
member but has also shown she is
dedicated to helping improve and
support the Newton community.

Angela Becker is well deserving
of your vote for USD 373 Board of
Education member on Nov. 7.

Brian Skinner
Newton teacher
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Summer may be over and va-
cations to the Barbados may
be distant memories, but

have no fear! Fall is for day trips
and discovering the best deli with
the best soup and sandwich. Be-
fore the roads get too icy, take an
hour’s drive in the opposite direc-
tion. Go in the direction of
nowhere and find something. If
you are already stressing over im-
pending turkeys and hams and
gifts and family from out of town,
it’s time you took a drive.

Abilene, Kan., is about 60 miles
from Newton down K-15 High-
way. For everyone who likes Ike,
you probably already know that
Abilene is the birthplace of our
39th president. Though the RVs
in the parking-lot may be deceiv-
ing, you can enjoy the Dwight D.
Eisenhower memorials before re-
tirement. The Eisenhower home,
a research library, museum, and
the president’s final resting place
are all open to the public on a few,
beautiful, green acres.

If you need to “get your steps
in” on a nice day, the mile walk
from the Eisenhower memorial to
the Seelye museum is very pleas-
ant. The Seelye family owned a
pharmaceutical company and
built a palatial home suiting busi-
ness men who legally sold opium.
I don’t know if you have to yell
very loudly, but the employees are
there and will take you on a tour.
They just made themselves scarce
because the apparently homeless
girl walking up and down Main
Street would probably not pay for
the tour. But they were wrong! I
only look homeless!

One of the most surprisingly
fun stops is located in the small
town of Marquette. A population
of 600 hasn’t stopped Marquette
from celebrating the successes
and uniqueness of their residents.
The Kansas Motorcycle Museum
was established in celebration of
Stan Engdahl’s many racing wins
and impressive bike collection.
Motoring enthusiasts, families,
and even the most clueless signif-
icant others will enjoy the racing,
leisure, antique, international,
and homemade motorcycles. You’ll
want to climb into a side-car, but
they don’t have the necessary
goggles, so you’d better not.

Though Lindsborg has many
sights to see and appreciate, my
favorite is Coronado Heights
Park. Francisco Vazquez de Coro-
nado y Lujan set out from Mexico
into the Midwest in search of
gold. From the high hill on the
outskirts of Lindsborg, Coronado
and his men could see Nebraska,
so they turned back for Mexico. If
anyone denounces this as an al-
ternative fact, I have no retort.

My rudeness aside, Coronado
Heights really is beautiful. The

castle, not actually built by Coro-
nado, is just as mysterious and
enticing for adults as it is for
kids. There’s always an adult sit-
ting on the tower, doing his best
to appear cool despite three chil-
dren and a minivan. Around the
hilltop are picnic tables and stone
fire pits for grilling. The park is
pet friendly and there are just so
many rock crevices, mysterious
holes, and puddles to investigate.
So many sticks, too!

Sometimes getting out of town
is the only way to relax. Some-
times staying home in Newton
can be just as rewarding. I forget
that walking from my apartment
to the library is always enjoyable.
The Kaufman Museum frequently
introduces new installments and
sponsors events throughout the
year. There’s always an appeal to
leaving, but when time is limited
and the couch is no longer com-
fortable, even hometown can pro-
vide rejuvenation.

Kansas may not bring in many
tourists, but that doesn’t mean
there aren’t unique things to find
and explore. The salt mines in
Hutchinson are eerie and fasci-
nating. The small fall festivals
have such unique events as trac-
tor pulls and anvil shoots. It may
not be a real selling point, but
Kansas is discoverable. Though it
might not be aggressive, lights,
bangs, straight-to-television en-
tertainment, it is something you
searched out and appreciated.

Lila Tibbits is a Harvey County
native.

Autumn is for day trips Weigh in

Weigh in

Mom wasn't trying to criti-
cize her former in-laws as
she began her speech. She

was just trying to say times were a
bit different back then.

“Your dad took coffee in his lunch
during elementary school,” my
mother reminded me, “and he cared
for the hogs at six years old!”

She continued, “If he had fallen
in the pen, they would have de-
voured him.” 

I had reached out to her for per-
spective as I was preparing a pres-
entation at the Fall Conference for
Business and Professional Women
of the State of Kansas.

Cindy Simons, BPW President
and Newton resident, invited me to
give a 45-minute talk on a topic of
my choice. She suggested “balanc-
ing work and home” but left the de-
cision to me. I excitedly agreed to
both. 

I figured my mom would know
something about that. 

People who know me might
chuckle hearing me talk about bal-
ance. 

My bowling alley taco Tuesday
friends cracked up when they heard
my topic.

Not just a polite, with a hint of
patronizing, response of something
like “oh, that’s nice.” 

They laughed in unison while
striking knowing glances at each
other.

I think that was their way of say-
ing I am hardly a resident expert
on striking a balance between work
and home. I think they were less-
than-subtly suggesting I should be
a member of the audience listening
to an actual authority on the mat-

ter. I think this is exactly why we
are best friends. 

I laughed with them, completely
undeterred in my mission to bring
something of use to the BPW
crowd. 

As per my usual style, I did not
start working on the talk right
away.  

Creativity strikes me not when
I'm thinking about it but during the
drive to work, washing the dishes,
those moments before sleep as I
milk cows and build factories in the
Township game on my phone. 

In my world, the creative process
is like a good ’80s hair perm. It has
to sit a while to process before the
unveiling. Of course, I always hope
my ideas will not stink like a perm. 

Throughout that processing time,
I thought about all the women just
like me. Women like my grand-
mother managing a farm and fam-
ily as well as owning a small
business.  

The farm chores given to my fa-
ther were not a punishment. It was
the post WWII era, and the expec-
tations for this working class family
were clear. Every household mem-
ber helped to the best of his or her

abilities.
In her world, there was no room

for hobbies or leisure time or
friends. If she knew I was doing a
talk on this topic, she would have
looked at me as if I was from an-
other planet. 

Then she would have laughed.
Not just a chuckle or scoff. She
would have filled the room with
gales of guffawing about how
women do not have time for play
when there are chores undone. 

On Saturday, Oct. 14, I stood be-
fore the conference attendees and
presented my findings on working
women, single mothers and reverse
retirement.   

The title of my talk, “Plate Spin-
ning,” was a reference to my at-
tempts to keep it all going at once.
For years, I have imagined each
project, endeavor, and necessity as
a “plate” on a precarious perch.  

I can give only enough attention
to keep one spinning, before moving
on to the next teetering task. Just
when one plate is finished and re-
moved, I turn to the stack of new
plates, each waiting to take their
turn. 

Throughout the talk, I saw many
knowing glances and affirmative
nods. These women understand
what it is like to try, often in vain,
to raise a family and work outside
the home. 

They laughed raucously with me
as I shared my failures. 

In that moment, with the help of
my new BPW friends, I found that
elusive state of true balance.

Tina Payne is the director of the
Harvey County United Way.

Balance is keeping the plates from hitting the ground

TIBBITS’ TIDBITS

LILA TIBBITS

BRINGIN’ THE PAYNE

TINA PAYNE

Board member supports Becker
After serving the students of USD 373 for 16 1/2

years, I have a vested interest in assuring a quality edu-
cational system for our community. That is why I en-
dorse Angela Becker.

Angela has assets and qualities that make her a
skilled district leader:

Her personal compassion, effective assertiveness, for-
titude in addressing sensitive issues, and objective com-
posure are collaborative strengths necessary on a board
of seven leaders. 

Angela is educated and experienced in finance, orga-
nizational models, communication, and professional de-
cision-making. 

Becker has relentlessly researched issues; initiated
conversation with community members, administrators
and staff; attended BOE meetings; and weighed this di-
verse information.

She has strong family connections to our ethnic com-
munity and students with disabilities

Becker exemplifies governance priorities of vision, fi-
nancial expertise, goal-setting, and understanding the
board has only one employee, the superintendent.

Angela has the right balance of community pulse with
the perspective of having lived outside the area. That is
fresh and innovative. It is also called vision.

Finally, I would like to emphasize this election has
both a bond issue and candidate election. They are sepa-
rate issues. The qualities of a good board member are
separate from how that person feels about the bond.

Please join me in voting for Angela Becker on Nov. 7!
Barbara Bunting 

Newton

District needs Becker's skill set
I would like to share the reasons why I support An-

gela Becker for USD 373 Board of Education.
I met Angela Becker shortly after she moved to New-

ton and was immediately impressed by her energy, en-
thusiasm, and her desire to become involved in the
community.

Among other things, she is a volunteer volleyball
coach at the YMCA for elementary children and serves
on the Second Century Library Foundation board. Even
though she does not yet have any children, she is dedi-
cated to ensuring the success of children in this commu-
nity.

One of Angela’s many strong points is her expertise as
a financial and data analyst. This is particularly impor-
tant now with the current cuts in funding and the un-
certainty of what will happen in the future. She has a
Master’s Degree in Business Administration and has
many years of experience as a financial analyst where
she plans and manages the company budget.

I was impressed when she told me she helped her pre-
vious employer save $50 million over a two-year period
by improving operational efficiency. Our district needs
this skill set.

Angela is the first in her family to graduate from col-
lege and used education as a way to climb out of a cycle
of poverty. She realized early in life that education has
the power to change lives and is dedicated to making
sure other children have the same chance to succeed.

Please join me in voting for Angela Becker for USD
373 Board of Education on Nov. 7!

Gwen Claassen 
North Newton

Bond is the right decision 
By now most of you have heard about the USD 373

school bond proposal. Odds are good that you’ve heard
something negative. I would like to take this opportu-
nity to redirect the focus. This bond has the potential
to do amazing things for our students and community.
I would like to focus on the positive.

Right now the state is guaranteed to contribute 28.8
percent of our total bond proposal, which is approxi-
mately $17 million. Due to recent changes in Kansas
legislation, it is possible that this will cease to be avail-
able in the near future. We are fortunate that we still
have the opportunity to have money from the state
pumped into our schools.

On top of that, interest rates are at near historic
lows. With the figures we are looking at, low interest
rates can lead to huge savings over time. 

The largest portion of the bond will go to Newton
High School. Every Newton student eventually ends up
at the high school. This bond will make our 44-year-old
high school cutting edge and something we can all be
proud of. Our school has “good bones” but is in dire
need of repairs.

If you have any doubts that work needs to be done, go
tour the school at one of the upcoming community tours
or ask any teacher or student. If passed, this bond will
make our high school on par with some of the surround-
ing high schools. Our schools need to be a draw to our
community, not a reason people avoid moving here. 

Walton Rural Life Center (WRLC) has been a part of
USD 373 for many years. At one time, people from
around the globe visited Walton as an example of ag-in-
spired project based learning. Over the years, Walton
hasn’t had any updates other than adding modular
buildings to accommodate growth. This bond will allow
an incredible renovation and thrust WRLC back into
the spotlight, drawing positive attention to USD 373.

The community team tasked with advising the school
board on putting together this bond did a survey and
the overwhelming majority supports renovating Wal-
ton. 

In closing, consider this: a vibrant successful commu-
nity has great schools. This is almost without excep-
tion. Regardless of how you feel about taxes, education
is where you need to spend.

If you want Newton to fail and spiral downward, let
the schools crumble. Please vote yes and support our
town. 

Troy Holdeman
Newton

Vote for Angela Becker
Fellow Newtonians,
I am writing this letter of support for Angela Becker

for school board. Below are some of the qualifications
that I feel make her a candidate worthy your vote for
USD 373 School Board. 

Angela, by profession, is a financial analyst. She has
the skills to understand the complex school funding and
guide the board to make the best return on the spending
of the scarce school dollars.

Angela studies the issues, seeks input from all stake-
holders and will be able to lead the school board to im-
plement programs and budgets only in the best interest
of the USD 373 stakeholders.

Angela is a hard worker and a sound decision maker.
She will use these traits to make sure our students and
teachers are treated with the respect they deserve and
that our tax dollars are spent wisely.

Please join me and cast your vote for Angela Becker
for USD 373 School Board.

Many thanks.
Tim Marlar 

Newton

Becker's background makes her
right for Newton 

I am writing a letter of support
for candidate Angela Becker, who
is running for USD 373 School
Board.

Angela is a newcomer to the
Newton community. Having grown
up in a small town in California,
she moved here a year ago to be
close to her husband’s family. Liv-
ing in a small town with good
schools, a friendly community and
a supportive family is where
Cameron and Angela would like to
start a family of their own some-
day.

I also think her master’s degree
from Pepperdine in business ad-
ministration and her eight years of
experience in data and financial
analysis will be of great service for
the board. Currently, Angela is em-
ployed as a corporate financial
planner and analyst for a Wichita
company.

I feel that Angela will be an
asset to the board because of her
enthusiasm to serve, learn and vol-
unteer. In preparation to serve on
school board, Angela has attended
every school board meeting and at-
tended an orientation meeting
held by the Kansas Association of
School Boards to learn more about
the expectations and duties of
being a school board member.

Community wise, she has gotten
involved in the community by at-
tending the Newton Community
for Racial Justice meetings, volun-
teering as a volleyball coach at the

YMCA, is a friend of the Newton
Public Library and serves on the
Second Century Library Founda-
tion Board.

In visiting with Angela about
her desire to run for school board, I
feel her delight in wanting to serve
her new community is admirable.
She will be very committed to do
her best to listen, know the facts,
analyze the data and make impor-
tant decisions that will have good
outcomes for the best education for
our Newton community.

Please consider joining me in
voting for Angela Becker for school
board on Tuesday, Nov. 7.

Debbie Palacioz 
Newton

Becker someone who cares 
My doorbell rang—it was a

beautiful day as I stood on my
front porch visiting with Angela
Becker for almost an hour.

It’s refreshing to meet people
who care, people who want to
make the world a better place, peo-
ple who listen and can respectfully
disagree with you and have good
reasons and a logical thought
process that lead them to their
stance on an issue.

Although a California native,
Angela moved to Newton to start a
family with her Newton native
husband, Cameron. Angela chose
to live here, as she works in Wi-
chita. She is already volunteering
for things that make Newton a
better place to live.

Her background is in finance;

she is a candidate for USD 373
School Board. Never has it been
more important than now to elect
people willing to invest the time it
takes to make good decisions.
That’s the bedrock of a good board.

I think Angela is someone that
will invest the time.

If you haven’t met Angela, you
need to. She’s obviously a hard
worker and a good listener who
wants what’s best for Newton.

Rod Kreie 
Newton

Koehn right for businesses,
residents, Newton 

As a Newton business owner
and community member, I'd like to
encourage all prospective voters to
re-elect Leroy Koehn to the New-
ton City Commission. 

I've had the chance to interact
with Leroy and to watch him serve
on the Newton City Commission.
I've come to believe that he has a
strong sense of direction for the
community of Newton, knowing
both where we are as a city and
where we need to go. 

Koehn serves in leadership roles
throughout the community, and he
has brought vision to the projects
he's worked with.

I trust that Koehn will continue
to make great decisions and best
use our resources to make Newton
a great community to live and
work in.

Vote for Koehn on Nov. 7.
Andy Ortiz

Newton 
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particular point interests you and
you're looking for it, keep reading
or browse the headings to find it.
The first half of the story ad-
dresses what the school district
says the bond will accomplish.
The second half takes a look at
the financing for the project and
what happens should the project
not be approved by voters. 

Remodels
The bond issue would signifi-

cantly remodel buildings in the
district, most notably the high
school. 

A $15 million heavy remodel
would update the interior of the
high school, something that was
left out of the 2007 bond that
added onto the building’s front. 

The remodeling of the school
would focus on meeting future ed-
ucation needs, Hamm said. That
means having classrooms with
storage space and that could ac-
commodate an increase in collabo-
rative learning. Hamm said when
the high school was constructed,
the focus on education was still on
learning in rows. She said, to bet-
ter serve students and prepare
them for group working environ-
ments, education has shifted to-
ward more work in groups. 

Another focus of the upgrades
and remodels in the high school
would be supporting career and
technical education paths. 

The home economics room, with
its circa 1970s kitchen, would be
remodeled into a commercial
kitchen. Hamm said this will be to
help with the school’s culinary Ca-
reer and Technical Education
(CTE) pathway, giving students
experience working in a restau-
rant-style kitchen. 

A daycare at the school will also
be created in the remodel to fit
with the school’s childcare CTE
pathway. 

Renovations will also upgrade
locker rooms, improve the high
school's pool, improve the existing
performing arts center and add
what the district calls “adaptable
and collaborative furniture.”

In all, the high school remodel
is estimated to cost $41.2 million
to upgrade the building built in
1973. 

For context, 5A Valley Center
High School spent $37 million
building a new high school,
though that was in 2011, accord-
ing to the Ark Valley News. A new
high school was recently com-
pleted in Johnson County at
Olathe West as a state-of-the art
6A high school for $82 million, ac-
cording to the Kansas City Star. 

Walton Rural Life Center will
see its existing space and class-
rooms updated, and the Lindley
Hall locker rooms at Santa Fe
Middle School will be upgraded. 

Safety Changes 
Hamm said the part of the bond

will help update safety measures
within the grade schools through-
out the district. 

These changes would funnel
visitors through administrative
offices at grade schools and in-
crease the ability of staff to moni-
tor who is going in and out of the
buildings. 

And additional security cam-
eras will be added to help with
visibility.

Hamm also brought up other
ideas, such as making some build-
ings, like the high school, have
keycard entry. She said software
could also be installed in build-
ings that would be able to check
ID and driver’s licenses against
criminal backgrounds to prevent
parents or volunteers convicted of
certain crimes from entering the
school buildings. 

Finally, upgrades would be
made to schools like South
Breeze, Sunset, Slate Creek and
Northridge Elementary School to
make the buildings more storm
proof. 

Those upgrades would go along
with the storm shelters being
added to Walton Rural Life Cen-
ter and Newton High School. 

Hamm said some of those up-
grades to grade schools could in-
clude installing FEMA certified
storm doors. 

Exact costs for all the projects
were not available, though a bond
plan originally agreed upon
pegged the upgrades at $1.5 mil-
lion. Hamm said that if the dis-
trict didn't spend money in regard
to something like safety changes,
it would have to either spend that
money on a different pre-approved
bond project or not issue the
bonds. It couldn't use the money
to finance projects voters had not
approved.

Construction of New Space
The bond issue will provide two,

large space editions to the school
district. 

The first will be a $4.6 million
science wing at Newton High
School. The wing will likely house
science classrooms, plus a shared
common space. 

There is a $15 million heavy re-
model planned for the inside of
the building. 

Hamm said that, while the
heavy remodel planned for the in-
terior of the high school would ad-
dress the space in the school's

aging science labs, it's likely those
labs would be moved to the new
science wing. 

Hamm said that collaborative
space, which they hope to increase
with the remodel, requires more
room than the traditional setting
of desks in a row.

The science wing would provide
additional space at the high
school and allow some growing
room inside the building. 

The other large high school
space addition is an auxiliary
gymnasium that Hamm said will
also function as a Federal Envi-
ronmental Disaster Agency
(FEMA) certified storm shelter,
costing $3.7 million. 

Hamm said that the current
shelter plan at the high school
was no longer up to FEMA stan-
dards, though it had been in the
past.

She said that, following disas-
ters like the Joplin tornado, ad-
ministrators saw that storms
could throw and move around un-
secured objects, such as tables. 

The new gym would seek to al-
leviate the risk. 

For other buildings in the
school district, such as grade
schools, the bond issue will help
pay for FEMA approved doors to
be installed onto buildings to
make their sheltering plans safer.
Hamm did not know if a similar
option would be feasible at the
high school as an alternative to
building the new gym or if the
proposed bond issue should fail. 

The new construction would
bring the amount of gyms in the
high school up to three. The exist-
ing Willis Gym would be repur-
posed into a multi-use space,
something Hamm said could be
used for athletic activities but also
activities like Robotics practice. 

The other large-scale construc-
tion of space would take place at
Walton Rural Elementary School.
The school’s remodel and con-
struction project would cost $11.6
million, cementing it as a school
capable of handling two sections
of students. The construction
would replace modular classrooms
currently being used, construct a
new gymnasium that will serve as
a storm shelter and add adminis-
trative space.

The new construction is tenta-
tively planned to loop around the
existing building, creating an out-
door classroom space. Hamm said
the remodel at the grade school
will also work to make it a learn-
ing environment more tailored the
agricultural project-based learn-
ing of Walton. That includes the
outdoor classroom space or using
finished concrete floors in parts of
the building to accommodate
messes and make them easy to
clean up. The remodel and con-
struction project is extensive, ef-
fectively doubling the school’s
footprint. It costs $5 million less
than early estimates for con-
structing a new grade school.
Hamm said the changes would
bring the Walton School up to
date. 

Structural Changes with 
the District 

With the bond come changes to
district boundaries and how the
district structures its grade
schools. Much of the conversation
as the bond formed focused on the
most effective way to fill and re-
distribute buildings. Basically, the
idea was to make sure no build-
ings are overcrowded or under-
used.

Out of those conversations came
two recommendations.

The first change will be altering
the make up of Chisholm and
Santa Fe Middle Schools. 

Fifth graders will no longer go
to Santa Fe and instead be housed
in the district's grade schools. 

Chisholm and Santa Fe will
then become buildings that house
students grades sixth through
eighth. The change will move the
buildings back to their structure
before the 2007 bond, which
moved the schools to their current
fifth through sixth and seventh
through eighth structure.

The district's grade schools will
become kindergarten through
fifth buildings. The change will
help address overcrowding in the
middle schools and vacancies in
some grade schools. 

District administration has
made clear that they plan to rec-
ommend the change, should the
bond pass or not, though with
three new candidates coming to
the school board and a good num-
ber of them opposing the change
in building structuring, it remains
unclear if the new school board
would accept the suggestion,
should the bond fail. Current
Board Member Matt Treaster,
who will continue to be on the
school board, also voted against
the change in configuration.

The grade allocation change
would go with the redrawing of
the boundaries for the Newton
School District to more evenly dis-
tribute students at buildings. 

Growth projects financed by the
school district estimated that
growth in students would concen-
trate on the south end of the dis-
trict, south of Highway 50, with
decreases in growth in the north
and east ends of the district. It's
likely boundaries will have to be
redrawn to address such growth.
An earlier discussion in the bond

issue was the idea of building a
$16.7 million new grade school
south of Highway 50 to address
future growth, but that option
was nixed in favor of an $11.6 mil-
lion option to expand Walton
Rural Life Center. 

Financing
The legal publication printed in

regard to the bond issue projected
that the average amount of prop-
erty tax the district would levy to
pay off the bond in 22 years would
be 14.95 mills annually, assuming
that the state continues to provide
a 28 percent matching of funds. 

The total cost of interest paid to
the maturity of the bond would be
$35,876,000, assuming the aver-
age interest rate would by 3.65
percent annually. Hamm said she
believed that the district might be
able to get a lower interest rate if
it issues the bond. 

While the bond might average a
14.95 mill cost annually, it should
only raise taxes by 8.43 mills for
22 years, according to information
distributed by the Newton School
District. 

That would cost the owner of a
$100,000 home $96 annually. The
owner of a commercial business of
the same value would see a tax in-
crease of $210 annually. 

This is due to the district using
a “wrap around” structure to pay
its existing bond debt.

Currently, district patrons pay
11 mills in taxes. That comes out
to a $126 annual tax bill for the
owner of a $100,000 property.
That debt pays off previous bond
issues.

The district's existing bond debt
is set to expire in 2026.

With the upcoming bond issue,
the school district plans to issue
bonds to pay for the new construc-
tion. It will raise taxes by an esti-
mated 8.43 mills. The tax increase
pays the interest on the new debt,
while the district continues to
paying the principal on the exist-
ing debt.

Using the district's assessed
valuation for 2016, which the
legal publication listed at
$180,902,000, the 8.43 mills
would generate 1.52 million annu-
ally to pay the interest until the
district touches the principal of
the debt in 2026. 

In 2026, when the 11 mills of
previous debt expire, the district
plans to start paying down the
principal of the $61 million pro-
posed bond issue. Taxes will stay
the same until the proposed bond
would expire in 2037.

So, if the bond issue is ap-
proved, at least 19.43 mills of
property tax for the next 20 years
will go toward paying down dis-
trict bond debt.

If the bond is not approved, the
district will still have about 11
mills of taxes dedicated to bond
debt for the next eight years,
which will then expire in 2026.
Hamm said, however, if the bond
fails, the district will begin work
on restructuring and attempting
to pass another bond. Hamm said
aging facilities at the high school
as well as with grade schools will
need to be addressed either in this
bond or in future bond issues.

If the Bond Fails
Should the bond fail, Hamm

said the district would immedi-
ately go back to the drawing board
to try to create a bond that voters
would approve. She said needs at
the high school and throughout
the district are going to eventually
be addressed by a bond. She said
the district would work with the
community to understand why the
bond issue failed and to address
those issues. 

However, if the bond fails, the
district may have to wait a few
years to pass another bond. 

Dale Dennis, deputy commis-
sioner with the Kansas Depart-
ment of Education, said that while
he doesn't anticipate the state cut-
ting the percentage of aid it pro-
vides to bond issues, the state has
put a cap on how much it will pay
out on bond issues each year. 

Hamm said she believes that
number would be capped at $310
million worth of bond issues for
next year, meaning that the state
will approve districts’ bond issues
until it hits that cap. Then dis-
tricts will have to wait in line be-
fore being approved by the state.
Hamm said that a failed bond
issue vote under the state law
would put the school district at
the bottom of the list, and with a
number of large school districts
looking at future bond issues, it
might be a year or two before
Newton has the state approve its
bond to be brought toward New-
ton voters. 

So there's no guarantee that the
district will be able to have a bond
vote next year, should the vote fail
this year. Hamm said that could
push back the time period for the
high school to receive needed re-
pairs. 

However, should the bond fail,
Hamm said that Walton Rural El-
ementary School would stay open.
The district would need it open to
accommodate the number of stu-
dents it currently has. She did say
that, in five to 10 years, the dis-
trict will have to come up with a
solution for the school if it's not
addressed with a bond, as the
modular classrooms at the school
only get older.

BOND
From Page 1

Harvey County Habitat
for Humanity has almost
completed a new house proj-
ect in Newton. The property
is located at 405 W. Third.

Cleo Koop, president of
Harvey County Habitat for
Humanity, said that house-
holds are invited to make
applications to be considered
for acceptance for a house.

“They need to show they
have a good employment
history, they can make a
house payment [this is not a
free house] and keep current
with household expenses,
usually by submitting a
budget,” she said.

After applications have
been received, the candi-
dates are reviewed by a se-
lection committee. “The
selection committee looks
over the applications and
narrows this down to two to
three candidates,” Koop
said. “This committee then
interviews the household. A
committee member does a
home visitation. We do a
background check, verify
employment and credit his-
tory. The committee then
makes a recommendation to
the Habitat Board for ap-
proval.”

There are many different
factors that contribute to
the selection of a site loca-
tion for the building of a
Habitat for Humanity
house. Koop outlined the
particular site process that
led to 405 West 3rd being se-
lected.

“The current build lot was
donated by a party in the
community,” Koop said. “We
acquired the smaller lot
next door to the current
build, buying it on an un-
paid tax sale, and the other
smaller lot connected to this
one was donated by the City
of Newton to give us a big-
ger lot to build a typical
Habitat house.”

Each year, the Newton
Habitat for Humanity or-
ganization looks to take on a
project and usually the proj-
ects follow a similar time-
line.

“The time frame has been
to start in July with the con-
crete work, do the framing
in August, followed by sub-
contractors then interior
work. We try to be done by
Christmas,” Koop said.

The process for completion
of a house relies on both do-
nated labor and hired labor.

“We hire contractors to do
the concrete, plumbing/heat-
ing work. We then find local
companies to donate labor
for electrical work, to set the

trusses, to shingle the
house, to hang the siding
and to donate cabinets for
the kitchen and bathrooms,”
Koop said.

Koop also works as the
volunteer coordinator for the
project. She keeps a list of
volunteers who have been
helping and sends out
weekly notices with the
progress of the project to
date. Before the completion
of the project, “the home-
owner needs to provide 500
hours sweat equity in the
house; this can be done by
family or friends,” Koop
said.

For the completion of this
house, Koop has also used
sports teams from Hesston
College, the disaster man-
agement students from Hes-
ston College, students from
Bethel College on their serv-
ice day, as well as volunteers
from local churches and
other organizations. 

Projects for building a
Habitat for Humanity house
in Newton operate in a dif-
ferent financial capacity
than other building projects.
The organization also
fundraises its projects on its
own. 

“Habitat is the contractor
and the financier for the
project,” Koop said. “Each
homeowner has a mentor
from the board that follows
up to continue the relation-
ship. Habitat also has a
yearly fundraiser supper
and auction that is in No-
vember. This raised about
$12,000 to $14,000 for the
next build. The treasurer
tracks all of the payments
made by the 12 current
Habitat home owners.” 

“At the November board
meeting, we will be looking
at the financial balance in
the Habitat bank account
and determine if we can an-
ticipate another build in
2018. Aspects that are in-
volved are current fund bal-
ance after the new build is
completed, amount of the
annual fundraiser, Habitat
homeowners making
monthly mortgage payments
and donations from other
sources,” Koop said. 

Koop sees the work of
Habitat for Humanity in
Newton as having a strong
community-building aspect.

“I believe it pulls the com-
munity together by provid-
ing affordable housing for
households that are typi-
cally not able to buy their
own home, it upgrades a
neighborhood with a nice,
attractive home, it brings
volunteers together to com-
plete a project for a worthy
cause, and it expands the
tax base for the community.”

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
This Habitat for Humanity home at 405 W. Third St. in Newton is almost com-
pleted.

Habitat for Humanity
home almost done
BY REECE HIEBERT

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

Equipment installation will cause the Harvey County dri-
ver’s license office to close Tuesday, Oct. 31, and Wednesday,
Nov. 1.

The driver’s license office will receive new processing
equipment from the State of Kansas. Over time, the equip-
ment will be installed in all counties in Kansas that have a
driver’s license station. 

The temporary closure of the Harvey County driver’s li-
cense office will not impede other treasurer’s office services,
such as real estate and motor vehicle title and registration.
The Department on Aging, which has neighboring office
space with the driver’s license stations, will also remain
open during the installation.

The installation may last beyond Nov. 1. Customers are
encouraged to call the Harvey County Treasurer’s Office
(316-284-6977) before visiting to check the availability of the
driver’s license office or visit www.harveycounty.com/depart-
ments/treasurer.

Equipment install
to temporarily close
driver’s license office

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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David Allen
Montelongo,
21, died of
suicide by
handgun on
Saturday,
Oct. 14, 2017,
in Newton,
Kan., after
trying his
hardest to
overcome the traumas of
prenatal drug exposure,
prolonged child abuse and
neglect, repeated expo-
sure to domestic violence,
and multiple disruptive
placements in the broken
Kansas foster care sys-
tem.

David was born May 2,
1996, to Deborah L. Mer-
cer and David M. Monte-
longo in San Diego, Calif.
He lived for six years with
his loving grandmother,
Florence M. Henry, in Wi-
chita, until her death in
2008. David was adopted
at age 15, on July 19,
2011, by Melanie J. Kre-
hbiel and Jason A. Miller,
in Newton.

David graduated from
Newton High School in
2014, where he was a
good student, a class
clown, an art room fix-
ture, and a four-year
member of the boys swim
team. He attended Mon-
mouth College and
McPherson College for
one year each, majoring in
art. After transferring to
Wichita State University
for his junior year, he
changed his major to psy-
chology. David was in his
senior year at WSU and
hoped to use his degree to
help kids with back-
grounds similar to his.

David is survived by his
parents, Melanie Krehbiel
and Jason Miller, Newton,

Deborah Mer-
cer, Wichita,
David Monte-
longo, San
Diego; sisters,
Constance
VanBuskirk
and Nadia
Montelongo,
both of New-
ton; brother,

Dylan Burgess, Ellsworth;
grandparents, Eva Monte-
longo, San Diego, June
and Perry Krehbiel,
Moundridge, Joann and
Emanuel Miller, Lititz,
Pa.; aunts and uncles,
Kim Sawyer, Wichita,
Steve Montelongo, San
Diego, Joel and Allyson
Krehbiel, Newton,
Jonathan and Petula
Miller, New Braunfels,
Tex., Justin and Audra
Miller, Adamstown, Pa.;
nephews, Christian Mar-
tinez and Dean Britton,
Newton; cousins, Haley
Terronez and Brian
Sawyer, Wichita, Caden,
Finley, and Caitlyn Miller,
New Braunfels, Jalyn and
Aria Miller, Adamstown.

David was preceded in
death by his grandmother,
Florence “Grandma Flo”
Henry, and his great-
grandmother, Mildred
“Grahamcracker” Cook.

A memorial service will
be held at 4 p.m., Satur-
day, Oct. 28, at Shalom
Mennonite Church, 800 E
1st St, Newton, KS,
67114.

Donations in David’s
memory can be made to
Heart to Heart Child Ad-
vocacy Center, 702 N
Main St, Newton, KS,
67114 or Prevent Child
Abuse America (www.pre-
ventchildabuse.org).

DAVID MONTELONGO
Dung

Nguyen, 66,
died Friday,
Oct. 20, 2017,
at Wesley
Medical Cen-
ter in Wi-
chita. She
was born
Feb. 19,
1951, in Long
An, Vietnam, to Chanh
Dang Nguyen and Thi
Anh Nguyen.

Her mother survives
Dung and is living in
Vietnam. 

On July 29, 1973, she
married Minh Ngoc Tran
at Long An, Vietnam. He
preceded her in death on
Aug. 17, 2007. Dung is a
graduate of the Univer-
sity Health Sciences in
Vietnam. She served as
chief of nursing at two
hospitals in Vietnam. She
was very proud of her
nursing degree. She
moved to the United
States with her family in
1988. She worked at
Newton Medical Center
as a CNA and telemetry
specialist for nearly 30
years. She made many
friends as Newton Med-
ical Center both patients
and staff. Dung’s greatest
joy was her family. She
was a loving wife, mother
and grandmother and

greatly looked
forward to
spending time
with her
daughters and
their families. 

Dung is sur-
vived by her
daughters,
Julie (Joseph)
Nguyen of An-

dover, and Hai (Sean) Ku-
laboud of Folsom, Calif.;
grandchildren, Alexander
and Scarlett of Andover,
and Colston, Daelan,
Ellevian and Floren of
Folsom, Calif.; and sib-
lings, Thayen Thi
Nguyen and Lung Thi
Nguyen, both of Texas,
Thuan Chanh Nguyen
and Ich Thi Nguyen, both
of Wichita, and Tinh
Chanh Nguyen of Viet-
nam.

She was preceded in
death by her father, hus-
band and siblings, Tri
Chanh Nguyen and Day
Van Nguyen.

Funeral service was
Oct. 23 at Petersen Fu-
neral Home Chapel in
Newton, with Pastor
Donna Voteau presiding. 

Memorials are sug-
gested in lieu of flowers
to the American Cancer
Society in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.

DUNG NGUYEN

Agnes Esther (Funk)
Schmidt, 78, passed away
peacefully on Friday, Oct.
20, 2017, at Schowalter
Villa in Hesston. She was
born June 10, 1939, in
Rosthern, Saskatchewan,
Canada, to Kornelius and
Katherine (Voth) Funk.
She was a graduate of
Meadow Lake High
School, Swift Current
Bible College, and Saska-
toon Teacher’s College. 

She married LaVerne
Schmidt on July 3, 1963,
after moving to the
United States. She
worked in the floral busi-
ness, displaying a won-
derful knack for creative
arrangements. Agnes
truly lived life to the
fullest through simple
pleasures, chatting with
friends and family, quilt-
ing, baking, shopping and
spending time with her
grandchildren. She en-
joyed traveling, especially
fishing and hiking. Agnes
had an ability to show
God’s unending love with
a smile and laughter.

She is survived by her
husband of 54 years, LaV-
erne of Hesston, and sons
Bradley (Vicki) of Wichita
and Brent (Farrah) of
Pratt. Her grandchildren
are Shawn (fiancé Shelbi)
and Kayla, Noah, Caleb,
Tessa, and Thomas
Schmidt. Agnes is also
survived by her siblings,

Peter (Justine) Funk,
Kathy Dyck, Mary (Ben)
Klassen, Susie Zacharias,
Henry (Ella) Funk, Ike
(Grace) Funk, Elsie (Ed)
Dyck, and step-sister,
Grace (Dennis) Adolf, in
addition to many nieces
and nephews. She was
preceded in death by her
parents, Kornelius and
Katherine Funk; step-
mother, Helen; sister,
Margaret, and brother-in-
law, Reynold Neudorf;
and her brother, Neil
Funk.

Visitation was at the
Schowalter Villa Chapel
200 Cedar St., Hesston,
from 6 to 8 p.m. on
Wednesday, Oct. 25. Fu-
neral services will be held
at 11 a.m. on Thursday,
Oct. 26, at Garden Com-
munity Church, 6520 N.
Halstead Rd.,
Moundridge. A private
family inurnment will
precede the service, and
remaining ashes will be
scattered at her beloved
Meadow Lake in
Saskatchewan at a later
date.

Petersen Family Fu-
neral Home of Newton
has been entrusted with
arrangements. The fam-
ily requests memorials be
sent to Radio Harvest
through Avant Ministry
or New Hope Shelter in
lieu of flowers.

AGNES SCHMIDT

Sheryl Kay Wright, 55,
passed away on Friday,
Oct. 20, 2017, at Harry
Hynes Memorial Hospice
in Wichita. She was born
Aug. 5, 1962, in Newton
to Durward and LaWanda
(Flaming) Oblander.

Sheryl graduated from
Newton High School in
1980 and went on to earn
her master’s of nursing.
Sheryl spent most of her
time in Wichita, working
as a registered nurse,
with the majority of her
career employed at Via
Christi St. Francis in Wi-
chita. Sheryl served in the
Navy, where she met
Robert Wright, whom she
would marry and have
three children, Christine

(Pish), Nathan and Jason.
Sheryl’s interests included
her pet cats and trips to
Las Vegas.

Sheryl was preceded in
death by her father, Dur-
ward. 

Sheryl is survived by
her mother, LaWanda; her
children, Christine
(Aaron), Nathan (Krystal)
and Jason; and grandchil-
dren, Michael, Bradyn
and Hayle.

The memorial service
was on Oct. 25 at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home
Chapel in Newton.

Memorials may be
made in Sheryl’s name to
Harry Hynes Memorial
Hospice or to Caring
Hands Humane Society.

SHERYL WRIGHT

Helen Maxine
Burgess, 91, died Satur-
day, Oct. 21, 2017, at the
Asbury Park Green-
house in Newton.

She was born Aug. 1,
1926, on a family farm
Southeast of Minneola to
Leslie C. and Mabel
McInteer. The fourth
child born to the McIn-
teers and the first
daughter, a sister Ruth
followed in 1930. Helen
attended the Minneola
Schools and graduated
in 1944, then attended
Salt City Business
School in Hutchinson.
She was a bookkeeper
for grain elevators and
feed mills in Minneola,
Peabody and Hesston,
retiring from Sunglo
Feed in Hesston in 1991.

She met her first hus-
band, Cyrus Maxfield, in
Hutchinson while he
was in the U.S. Navy,
and they made their

home in
his home
state of
Washing-
ton,
where
their two
children
were
born, Gail
and Bud.
When Cyrus was killed
in a logging truck acci-
dent in 1952, Helen
brought the children
back to Kansas near her
family. She married
Porter Burgess in 1953
in Minneola, and they
lived there until 1969,
when they moved to the
Newton area, where she
continued to live. Porter
died March 10, 1998.

She was a member of
the First United
Methodist Church of
Newton.

Helen was preceded in
death by her parents;

two husbands;
daughter, Gail
Smith; three
brothers, Don,
Merle and Glen;
and a nephew,
Dennis McInteer.

She is survived
by her sons, Bud
Maxfield and
wife Judith of

Minneola, Don Burgess
of Newton, and Scott
Burgess and his wife
Mel McKinney of Ed-
wards, Colo.; daughter,
Debbie and husband
Kirk Matz of Hesston;
son-in-law, Craig Smith
of Westmoreland; grand-
children, Mike Smith
and wife Christine of
Thorton, Colo., Jeff
Smith of Parkville, Mo.,
Justin Maxfield and wife
Kristen of Houston, An-
gela and husband Steve
Aldershof of Newton,
Jessica Matz of Hesston;
and Amanda Rohleder

and husband Nate of
Hays; seven great-
grandchildren, Cameron
and Payton Smith,
Mackenna and Easton
Aldershof, Carson, and
Avery Maxfield and
Miles Rohleder; sister,
Ruth Baker of Minneola;
one niece; and six
nephews.

A visitation with the
family will be from 6 to
8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 27, at
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.
Inurnment services will
be at 10 a.m. Saturday,
Oct. 28, at Appleton
Township in Minneola.

In lieu of flowers, a
memorial has been es-
tablished with Good
Shepherd Hospice, and
contributions can be
sent to Broadway Colo-
nial Funeral Home at
120 E. Broadway, New-
ton, KS, 67114.

HELEN BURGESS

Oct. 22
Arrests:
Cameron Durham, 25,

Newton, domestic battery,
possession of controlled
substance, paraphernalia,
criminal restraint, 200
Blk SW Fifth St

Criminal calls:
Larceny, 500 Blk W

Third St Newton
Drug violation, mari-

juana, 500 Blk Heather
Ln

Oct. 21
Criminal calls:
Drug violation,

methamphetamine, 1300
Blk N Anderson Rd

Oct. 20
Arrests:
Kutter Randolph, 20,

Hobbs, New Mexico, pos-
session of narcotics, I-135
MM 36

Leah Brown, 37, New-
ton, possession of nar-
cotic, U.S Highway 50,
Anderson St Exit

Christopher Hatchel,
52, Newton, possession of
narcotic, U.S Highway
50, Anderson St exit

Jesus Rodriguez-
Chavez, 30, Newton, driv-
ing with invalid license,
100 Blk E First St

Ronnie Brown, 22,
Newton, warrant, 1100
Blk N Magnolia St

Criminal calls:
Burglary, commercial,

100 Blk W 12th St
Burglary residential,

100 Blk Muse St

Oct. 19
Arrests:
William Brann, 33,

Newton, warrant, 1100
Blk N Pine St

Alexandria Fall, 23,
Newton, warrant, 200
Blk E Sixth St

Davonn Lowery, 23, Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk W
Elm St Wichita

Gabriel Meis, 20, New-
ton, violation of protec-
tion order, 200 Blk E
Sixth St

Criminal calls:
Criminal damage, 1500

Blk N Main St
Assault, 100 Blk N

Main St
Assault, 700 Blk W

12th St 

Oct. 18
Arrests:
Marcus Hamm, 52,

Newton, disorderly con-
duct, 300 Blk N Elm

Criminal calls:
Criminal trespass, 300

Blk S Pine St

Oct. 17
Arrests:
Merissa Serrano, 28,

Newton, driving with in-
valid license, 300 Blk W

10th St.
Clifford Gobert, 45, Val-

ley Center, operating
motor vehicle without
valid license, 4000 Blk S
Kansas Ave

Daniel Huddleston, 35,
Newton, warrant, 2200
Blk Roanoke

Rochelle Atwood, 51,
Newton, warrant, 600
Blk N Spencer Rd

Ryan Tallman, 31,
Newton, warrant, 100
Blk E Eighth St

Richard Smith, 29,
Newton, criminal threat,
criminal trespass, 800
Blk SE Second St

Oct. 16
Arrests:
Joshua Riley, 26, El Do-

rado, driving while sus-
pended, 700 Blk
Manchester

Racheal Hamous, 26,
Wichita, warrant, 100 Blk
W Elm St Wichita

Dustin Parker, 38, Wi-
chita, warrant, 100 Blk W
Elm St Wichita

Sanya Day, 19, Empo-
ria, warrant, 400 Blk Me-
chanic St. Emporia

Oct. 15
Arrests:
Gene Serrano, 50, Wi-

chita, driving with in-
valid license, 400 Blk
Windward Dr

Oct. 14
Arrests:
Christopher Ehlers, 34,

Newton, DUI, 100 Blk W
First St

Matthew Crabtree, 39,
Newton, interference
with law enforcement of-
ficer, 800 Blk W Third St

Alexander Dorrell, 24,
Wichita, DUI, 100 Blk S
Harrison 

Baldomero Arenivas-
Armendariz, 29, Salina,
DUI, U.S. Highway 50

Esteban Gomez, 38,
Newton, Domestic bat-
tery, 800 Blk E Seventh
St

Criminal calls:
Burglary, motor vehi-

cle, 500 Blk Brookside
Fraud, 1400 Blk N

Main St

Oct. 13
Arrests:
Eli Buller, 40, Newton,

assault, 400 Blk E Second
St

Daniel Wagoner, 20,
Coffeyville, DUI, 400 Blk
W Fifth St

Charles Toppings, 30,
Newton, possession of
narcotic, I-135 mm 29

Criminal calls:
Burglary, motor vehi-

cle, 100 Blk SW Third St.
Burglary, residential,

300 Blk E fourth St.

Thursday, Oct 26
11:30 a.m.—Grand Central Friendship meal
6 to 9 pm.—American Legion - Open Grill, followed by

bingo night, 400 S. Spencer Road
6:30 p.m.—Toastmasters meeting at the Newton Rec

Center
6:30 p.m.—Newton Soccer Boys Regionals, Fischer

Field
7 p.m.—Newton Area Cancer Support Group at

Shalom Mennonite Church, 800 E. First St.

Friday, Oct. 27
7 p.m.—State varsity volleyball tournaments
7 p.m.—Football varsity regional vs Wichita Heights
7 p.m.—Black Cat Ball at the Newton Rec Center for

Fifth and Sixth graders. Admission $5

Saturday, Oct. 28
8:15 a.m.—Monster Dash 5K to be held in Athletic

Park
10 a.m.—Volleyball varsity state tournament in

Topeka 
6:30 p.m.—Zombie Hunt at 7727 NE 36th St, Newton 
7 p.m.—Halloween party at Grand Central Senior

Center, tickets cost $5

Monday, Oct. 30
5-9 pm.—American Legion—Taco Feed: Members and

guests welcome.

Tuesday, Oct 31
1 p.m.—Line Dance at Grand Central 
6:30 p.m.—Trunk or Treat at Trinity Heights United

Methodist Church
7 p.m.—Halloween Safe Walk in downtown Newton

Wednesday, Nov. 1
6-8 p.m.—American Legion - Grill Special, (Grilled

Pork Chops) Members and guests welcome.

To get an event in the calendar, call Adam
Strunk at 316-281-7899.

HOW TO RUN AN OBITUARY
Obituaries in Newton Now are free as long as

they fit our newspaper style. We see a death in our
community as a news item that people care about in
Newton and North Newton. 



Homes/Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

Large 1 Bedroom Apt. Hillsboro for 1 Re-
sponsible Adult. Partially furnished: Frig,
stove, washer, dryer, queen bed.  620-947-
3535 leave a message. 25-tfn

Cute 2 bedroom bungalow 316-284-4202.
40-2tc 

211 S. Lincoln 4 bedroom, 1 bath house.
Kitchen appliances furnished. No smoking.
No pets. $675/mo  620-877-7887. 40-tfn

Horse Barn and 15 acre pasture with pond
for rent near Newton. Great place to board
horses and ride. call 316-990-6144. 41-4tp

Sunrise Town Homes in Marion, KS. Senior
Duplex For Rent! Yard maintenance, all
appliances and garage included. Call 620-
382-6922 Evenings. 43-1tp

Homes/Apartments

1 Employment 1 Employment 1 Employment 1 Employment 1 Employment 1 Employment

Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Want to see your stuff in 
Newton Now?

We're looking for a few freelancers
to beef up our community coverage. 

A good applicant should...

• Have an interest in the community and the 

ability to snap a few photos.

• Cover some news & occasionally attend community events.

• An ability to pitch news stories would also be appreciated!

News background a plus, but not necessary. 

Compensation rates negotiable.

For more info contact 316-281-7899 
or email Adam@harveycountynow.com

Part-Time Administrative Assistant 
Needed at Newspaper Headquarters

A Quick Summary 
Newton Now, the leading local newspaper, is looking for a part-time Adminis-
trative Assistant at our quirky office in downtown Newton, KS. 

The Role
Our office is not the typical corporate office environment. Humor, hard-work
and excellent customer service skills are required. Reporting to the “Marketing
Dude,” this role is responsible for general office management and anything
and everything else that comes across your desk. Main responsibilities include
customer service via phone and in-person, mail, office supplies, office organ-
ization and entry level administrative tasks. This position is vital to our office.
You will be considered our office bad-ass and all around go-to person to get
things done. We are looking for someone with a sunny disposition, quick wit
and the willingness to go above and beyond. 

Your office hours will be 10:00am - 4:00pm, with an hour lunch, for a total of
25 hours per week. We are flexible and often have more hours available to you
if desired. Pay will be based on experience, benefits not included.

Software and Knowledge
Exceptional customer service skills and the ability to communicate clearly and
professionally are required. Basic computer skills are needed, we can teach
you a lot on the job. Your organizational skills are a key to our success. You
will wear a variety of different hats in this role, so the ability to transition from
one crazy task to the next is imperative. No two days in the office will be the
same....trust us, we love to mix things up!

Why work here?
We are a fun group to work with and we take local news seriously. We try to
be a great community partner and are always striving for the best. Being flex-
ible and a team player are musts for our culture. We have a small staff of em-
ployees but we all have big personalities. We are a sociable office and have an
appreciation for the not-so-boring. 

If this job opportunity sounds like your kind of crazy, please send
your resume and cover letter to shannin@harveycountynow.com

for consideration.

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

BMG of Kansas, Inc. is looking for qualified 
applicants for the following positions:

Robot Welder
Welder

Please send Resume to jim@bmgks.com or
Apply in person at 606 Commerce Drive, Hesston Ks. 

606 Commerce Ave.
P.O. Box 698

Hesston, Ks. 67062
620-327- 4038

Applications may 
be picked up at 

1500 E. Lawrence, Marion
Or call 620-382-2858 for

more information. 

Marion County Special
Education Coop 

has an opening for 

Paras at Marion
High School  

Trinity Heights UMC in Newton is looking for an 

OFFICE MANAGER
Computer skills required with Microsoft Office experience 

(including Publisher).  Must be able to deal with interruptions 
and have quality time-management skills. Must NOT be a 

member of Trinity Heights UMC. 
30 hours/week(Monday-Friday). No Friday afternoons.

Trinity Heights UMC in Newton is looking for an Trinity Heights UMC in Newton is looking for an 

rinity Heights UMC. member of T
and have quality time-management skills. Must NOT be a 

(including Publisher).  Must be able to deal with interruptions 
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No Friday afternoons.30 hours/week(Monday-Friday). 
rinity Heights UMC. 

and have quality time-management skills. Must NOT be a 
(including Publisher).  Must be able to deal with interruptions 

Computer skills required with Microsoft Office experience 
OFFICE MANAGER

Full-time Nights - RN
Accepting applications for a Full-time Registered Nurse, 

12 hour shift position, 5p-5a.  Competitive salary and benefits,
with nights and weekends differential pay.  Can print off an 
application hospital website: mrcohosp.com or pick up an 

application at the hospital’s Admissions Desk.  

Send resume and application to: Kiley Askins, RN,CNO,
Morris County Hospital

600 N Washington, Council Grove, KS  66846
or email kaskins@mrcohosp.com.

E.O.E. 

in Florence is accepting 

applications for a

clerk/cashier.

Health Insurance
401-K

Vacation

Apply in person 
at Hwy. 50

Florence, KS

Equipment Operator Trainee 
The Kansas Department of Transportation is currently taking
applications for Equipment Operator Trainee positions in
Marion. This is a full-time, unclassified position with great
benefits. An EOTR is the entry level for the EO class series.
Successful candidates may be appointed at a higher level de-
pendent upon experience and qualifications. On-the-job training
is provided to obtain a CDL within sixty days. Following com-
pletion of a minimum six month training period, you will be el-
igible for a salary increase. Subject to pre employment physical
and drug testing and requires a valid unrestricted driver's li-
cense. Starting pay is $12.35/hour. Application forms may be
picked up at any KDOT Office, OR completed online at:
www.jobs.ks.gov Refer to Adv# 187515. Paper applications and
tax certificate* can be sent to KDOT Attn: DeeDee Becker,
1006 N. 3rd St, Salina, KS 67401. Applications accepted
through 11/3/17.
*For Kansas Tax Clearance info and more job information visit
www.jobs.ks.gov.

Help Wanted:
Part time Janitor

Must pick up and complete 
an application at:

Hillsboro Industries
220 Industrial Road, 

Hillsboro, KS 67063

620.947.3127

Insurance
Well established, yet growing, local insurance agency is looking
to add a 20-25 hours per week part-time position to its experi-
enced team. Self-motivated and career-minded applicants are
preferred, as the position has the potential to evolve in to full-
time in the future. Along with customary office duties, the job
entails a combination of marketing, quoting, selling, servicing,
and advising customers in regard to their insurance needs. Cus-
tomer service experience, effective communication skills, ability
to multi-task, and attention to detail are critical.  Duties would
be performed from the agency office, with some, but very lim-
ited, out-of-office activities. Insurance licenses are not needed
to apply, but will be needed if selected for the position. While
there is some flexibility, primarily looking for someone who can
work Tues/Thurs/Friday. No group benefits available. Compen-
sation negotiable. Minimum education of a high school diploma
required, as well as a valid driver’s license. Interested applicants
are encouraged to email a resume to jhanschu@amfam.com or
mail or drop off at 104 E. 1st St., Ste.A, Hillsboro, KS 67063
by Nov. 1, 2017. 

JAYSON HANSCHU AGENCY, INC. 

Help Wanted:

FABRICATORS
(Shear and press brake operators)

• 40-50 hour work week

• Competitive pay

• Great Benefits Package

Must pick up and complete an application at:

Hillsboro Industries
220 Industrial Road, Hillsboro, KS 67063

620.947.3127

Marion County Immediate Opening
PLANNING & ZONING/ENVIRONMENTAL

HEALTH CLERICAL ASSISTANT

The Marion County Planning & Zoning/Environmental Health
office is seeking a part-time clerical support staff person.  

Duties include answering phone calls, responding to citizen 
inquiries, typing correspondence, preparing invoices, 

scheduling appointments, record keeping, filing and other 
duties as assigned.  High school diploma or higher education

required.  Prior clerical experience preferred.  Strong computer
skills including experience with Microsoft Office applications
preferred.  The ability to read maps and charts is preferred.  
Excellent organization and customer service skills required.

Must be trustworthy and able to work independently.  
References required.  

Applications are available at the County Clerk’s Office, 200 S.
Third St., Marion, or online at www.marioncoks.net.  For more

information contact the Planning & Zoning/Environmental
Health office at 620-382-2945. Position open until filled. EEOE.

Director of Dietary Services
Prairie View/Newton is currently recruiting for a Director of
Dietary Services. Duties include: assessing dietary needs of
patients; plan and provide meal services; provide oversite,

training and direction to the Food Services staff and provide
the leadership necessary to serve all Prairie View offices. 

One year of management experience is required.  
A registered dietitian is preferred, but not required. 

Visit www.prairieview.org to apply. EOE

Salem Home currently
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash
PH: 620-947-2272

Or obtain an application at:
Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

* PT C.N.A.  

* PT dietary aide 

St. Luke Living Center
has an opening for an

Activities Assistant

(Must be CNA certified)

Part-time; 24 hours per
week; Day Shift

If interested, contact 
Janet Herzet

Director of Long Term Care
620-382-2177

Or submit an application online:

www.slhmarion.org

St. Luke Hospital and 
Living Center

535 S. Freeborn
Marion, KS  66861

The City of Walton is now accepting applications
for the position of maintenance worker.

Applications will be received until Tuesday, October 31st. 
The City of Walton is an E.O.E. Applications are available at 

City Hall, 122 Main, Walton, Kansas 67151. 
The successful candidate should be able to start work 

for the City of Walton as soon as possible.
Education: A high school diploma or GED is required. 
This position requires a valid Kansas Driver’s License.

Technical Skills: A working knowledge of equipment mainte-
nance and repairs, plumbing, and mathematics is required. The
employee must be able to operate hand tools, trucks, backhoes,
loaders, air compressors, and other departmental equipment.

The ability to judge distances, to follow directions and interpret
maps, reports and written instructions, and manuals is required.
A thorough knowledge of safety procedures, sewer, water, and
gas line installation and maintenance. The ability to understand

and anticipate problems, to follow safety procedures and policies
and be effective in public relation, oral and written communica-

tion skills. Must be able to pass a D.O.T. drug screen.

PRODUCTION HELP WANTED
MONDAY-FRIDAY

2nd shift   4:00pm  -  12:00am
3rd shift  12:00am  -  8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

Auto SSales && SService
109 East D, Hillsboro

WANTED
Service Tech 
& Detail Tech 

Contact
Doug Wright

620-947-3280

The Area Agency on Aging is
taking applications for 

Head Cook
6 hours daily Mon.-Fri. at 

the Hillsboro Senior Center in
Hillsboro, Ks. 

Benefits include sick leave,
holidays and paid vacation.

Application and job 
description are available at the

Hillsboro Senior Center at
212 N. Main St., 

Hillsboro, Ks.
Or send resume with cover 

letter to: NC-FHAAA, 
401 Houston, Manhattan, Ks.
66502 or call 1-800-432-2703

for details. EOE/AA.

1 Employment
RN's upto $45/hr! LPN's upto $37.50/hr!
Free gas, weekly pay! $2000 Bonus! AACO
Nursing Agency 877-352-7182 x1. 43-2tp

2 Announcements

Community Info
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2 Announcements

Garage Sale/Moving Sale
Moving Sale!!!! 92 Lakeshore Drive, Marion
County Lake. Friday, 8-5; Saturday 8-2. Single
bed, comforters, bedspreads & sheets, round
oak table with leaves plus 4 chairs, dishes &
many additional items. 43-1tp

Garage Sale! 545 S. 5th St. Herington. Fri., Oct
27th 4-7 p.m., Sat. Oct 28th 8-2. Bag sale starting
Sat. at 12:30. Most everything included. Check
Facebook for pictures. 43-1tp

Garage Sale! 422 West 7th, Florence. October
26, 27, 28 10am-6pm. Too many items to list!!!!
43-1tp

Wright’s 
Storage

$25
Move-in Rebate

109 East D St.
Hillsboro
947-2690

877-0898 (cell)

Herington Heights Development is 
taking applications for our

NEWLY REMODELED 1 -2 APARTMENTS!
Featuring: All new! Central High efficient air conditioning
w/ programable thermostats • Dishwasher • On demand

water-heater • Frost-free refrigerator w/ice maker • 
Self-cleaning Range with micro-hood • Washers and dryers • 

Ceiling fans • Mini blinds

Herington Heights Apartments
201 E. Helen St., Herington, KS - 785-258-2510

Income limits apply. EHO

4 For Rent

Storages

2 Bedroom Senior
Apartment

Call 620-947-2272

• Must be 55 years old 
or older

* NO Maintenance fees
* Utilities Included

3 Services

Childcare
Now Enrolling! First Steps to Success In
home Childcare in Hillsboro has opening
for all ages of children. Call 620-504-8432.
39-6tp

Handyman
Handyman in Herington. Painting, wallpa-
per, general handywork. Call John Pepe
at 785-479-2682. 42-1tp5 

4 For Rent



For most of Newton’s
runners, the season has
ended, but there are some
that have one more race
left.

The Newton boys cross
country team ran well
enough to send the entire
squad to the state champi-
onship meet last Saturday
at Centennial Park.

On the girls side, only
Alaina Stucky qualified to
run with the best of the
best. She finished in sec-
ond place with a time of
21:09.61 behind Emporia’s
Abigail Stewart, who won
the regional title in
20:19.97.

As a junior, this will be
Stucky’s third consecutive
trip to the state meet. She
finished 33rd as a fresh-
man and 15th last season.

Also for the third consecu-
tive year, Stucky will be
the lone Railer girl run-
ning at the state meet.

Newton’s Lylia Fernan-
dez finished 15th at the re-
gional meet with a time of
22:34.04, and Megan Bar-
tel was right behind her in
16th at 22:35.38. The team
finished fifth out of seven
teams with 84 points.

For the boys, Garrett
Mick and Erik Brown both
ran on their home course
for the final time, and both
finished in the top 10.

Mick finished third be-
hind Andover’s Asher
Moen (17:04.48) and
Salina South’s Keetan

Munsell (17:07.35). Mick’s
time was 17:14.79.

Brown finished eighth in
17:43.6, as teammate Erik
Jantz finished ninth in
17:55.31.

Both Mick and Brown
will make their third
straight trip to state, hop-
ing to improve on past
years’ results.

As sophomores, neither
finished in the top 50, but
their junior year saw much
better results. Mick fin-
ished 16th in class 5A, and
Brown finished 33rd.

As a team, the Railers
finished second behind An-
dover with 64 points. The
Trojans scored just 28

points, as they placed four
runners in the top 10 and
one finished 12th.

The boys’ state champi-
onship race will be Satur-
day, Oct. 28, at 10:35 a.m.
at Rim Rock Farm in
Lawrence. The girls’ race
will be at the same location
at 12:20 p.m. Spectators
should arrive early to en-
sure they get a parking
space. The class 3A, 5A,
and 6A races will be held
at Rim Rock.

Local kindergartners
and their parents may
have noticed significant
changes both in and out-
side the classroom this
fall.

Aiming to use best
practices for students,
parents, and teachers,
USD 373 has adopted
several new programs.
Some of the major addi-
tions include “snapshots”
of where each child is at
entering kindergarten, a
curriculum that gradually
progresses from a pre-
school to a first grade
model throughout the
year, and more emphasis
on constructive play.

Sunset Elementary
kindergarten teacher
Ashley Best said the
changes have helped stu-
dents make the transition
more easily.

“Normally when they
come in, we hit academics
pretty hard,” Best ex-
plained. “We sometimes
rush our kindergartners
too quickly, and some are
frustrated or aren’t quite
ready.”

According to Best, a
pair of Ages and Stages
Questionnaires, or ASQs,
provided the snapshot
through individual con-

ferences with each stu-
dent and their parents
before the school year.
Beginning next school
year, all Kansas kinder-
gartens will be required
to administer ASQs and
submit them to the state.
USD 373 decided to begin
implementation and
training a year early.

The ASQs measure de-
velopmental categories
ranging from motor skills
to problem-solving to
emotional stability. This
allowed teachers to evalu-
ate where incoming stu-
dents were at and adapt
the classroom to fit their

needs.
Building off the founda-

tion set by the ASQs,
teachers have imple-
mented a continuum
model in kindergarten
classrooms this year.
Reading and math pro-
grams took a backseat to
work on social skills like
sharing, listening and
healthy play. Best ex-
plained that her class-
room has now shifted into
a kindergarten model,
with students sitting, lis-
tening, and working on
academics more.

“I feel like we don’t
have as many issues with

getting along with others,
tattling and sharing.
Those aren’t such big con-
cerns because we’ve tar-
geted them right from the
beginning,” Best said.
“Now I can focus on aca-
demics without con-
stantly having to stop to
remind kids how we be-
have in class.”

This kindergarten tem-
plate will remain steady
for the middle of the
school year. In the last
few months, teachers will
transition into a first
grade model, asking stu-
dents to do more inde-
pendent work.

Underlying the new
structure for the aca-
demic year is an in-
creased emphasis on play.

“We looked at the
state’s kindergarten
guide, and the main thing
pulled from that was that
we need to put more play
into our day,” Best said.
“Kids at that age are still
learning through play.”

Some of the practical
steps to integrate play
and learning have in-
cluded “play centers” and
“imagination stations” to
help students learn to in-
teract with each other in
healthy ways and to put
a fun spin on academics
like reading and writing.

Outside of the class-
room, administrators and
teachers from USD 373
are making an effort to
collaborate with
preschools, daycares, and
parents of young children

to prepare children for
kindergarten. This in-
cludes sharing ASQ data
to help others know what
areas incoming students
are thriving in and
where they could use
extra help. School offi-
cials are also working on
training dates during the
summer to help educate
parents on specific ways
they can help get their
kids ready.

Best reasoned that
while schools and kinder-
garten teachers focus on
the academics, parents
and other influencers can
prepare children for
school by developing so-
cial skills and independ-
ence. 

“That willingness to
try things by themselves
makes a big difference,”
Best said. “The ability to
follow directions and just
being a good friend.”
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Kindergarteners at Sunset Elementary School in Newton say The Pledge of Allegiance during their first day of
school during a previous school year.

BY WILL KERSCHEN
SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

Seniors Taylor
Antonowich, Kyndal
Bacon and Caroline
Barger have been team-
mates since seventh grade
and now face their tough-
est challenge yet: the cul-
mination of their early
careers.

The seniors are a part
of a 36 and 6 Newton vol-
leyball team that picked
up a sub-state title last
weekend.

While state qualifica-
tions have become routine
for the volleyball team –
this will be their fourth
year in a row – this year's
visit was far from a guar-
antee after the departure
of seven seniors from the
previous year. 

“It was definitely an ad-
justment going from hav-
ing 12 people on the bench
to only having eight,”
Barger, a middle blocker,
said. “So we’ve had to
bring a lot more leader-
ship and energy and re-

ally step up, but I think
that’s helped us become
better players.”

The drop in upperclass-
man experience left a
leadership vacuum for
players like Barger, Bacon
and Antonowich to step
into. 

“I think we are one of
the most athletic teams
around the state, and we
have really good all-
around players,”
Antonowich said. “All of
us can pass well, all of us
can hit well and block
well. We definitely had a
lot of underclassmen step
up and take on leadership
roles and play really big
parts in the team. That’s
really helped us be suc-
cessful this year.”

Though the team has
been successful, the sea-
son wasn't without grow-
ing pains, with players
stating that, on occasion,
they defeated themselves.

“I think that our losses
were through our own
mistakes rather than the
other teams just playing
amazing,”  Bacon, a set-

ter, said. “Whenever we
lose, we had really low en-
ergy levels that game, and
it can’t happen. We can’t
be inconsistent with that.
I think that was part of it
in all of our losses this
season.”

Through adversity, the
team also found success,
which sparked a notion
that the team really can
compete with some of the
best teams in the state of
Kansas. 

That was hammered
home with major victories
against some powerhouse
schools. 

“We did go and beat
Blue Valley West, and
that was a big win for us,”
Barger said.  “We have a
lot more confidence in
ourselves that we can go
and compete at that level
with those big private
schools.”

To be successful in their
final state tournament,
the senior girls are look-
ing to keep the spirits of
the team high, even
through lost points.

It’s a point that

Antonowich knows is cru-
cial.

“This season we’ve re-
ally been working on play-
ing with a lot of energy
and excitement,” she said.
“Cheering each other after
every play, no matter if
we win it or lose it; we al-
ways try to stay positive.
We always play our best
when we get really hyped
and play with a lot of en-
ergy and talk a lot.”

All three girls also be-
lieve that playing to their
team’s strength and mak-
ing solid passes will be a
difference maker.

“We focus a lot on serve-
receive, because if we
have that three option
ball, then I don’t think
anyone can stop us,”
Bacon said.

Newton plays in first-
round action at the Expo
Center in Topeka, Kan.,
at 8:30 a.m. on Friday,
Oct. 27.

“We have a lot of confi-
dence in ourselves,”
Barger said.  “We all
know that we can beat
those teams.”

NHS volleyball seniors prepare for final trip to state
BY BRETT KNEPPER

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

Newton runners perform well at regionals, now on to state
BY CLINT HARDEN

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW



After seeking medical
attention the first time,
things got worse. 

“I was just weak as a
kitten,” the Newton resi-
dent said. “Every joint in
my body hurt.”

He returned for more
medical treatment, and
they couldn't find any-
thing wrong with him.
Abbas said there were
days he couldn't go to
work.

It was finally deter-
mined all of this was
caused by an infection in
his right thigh that
showed no outward signs
of infection because every-
thing was contained in
the thigh. Then, it spread
to his calf, rearing its ugly
head as huge purple blis-
ters.

“I kept going to my doc-
tor and saying something
is draining my energy,”
said Abbas, who does real-
ize there's a reason why
doctors say “they're prac-
ticing medicine.” It's not
an exact science, and they
work hard to help.

Things became really
bad on Sept. 9.

“I looked at my wife and
said, 'I feel like I'm going
to die,'” Abbas said. “Take
me to [get medical atten-
tion]. When I say that,
something's terribly
wrong. Got to the [med-
ical facility], and I told
them, 'I feel horrible. I lit-
erally feel like I'm going
to die.'”

There, they X-rayed his
thigh, as Abbas told them
there was a big lump
there. They determined
his white-blood cell count
was greater than 30, and
a normal white-cell count
is from five to 10. They
told him that means his
body's immune system
was attacking his body.
They gave him some
steroids and sent him
home. However, the next
day, his leg swelled three
times its normal size, and
he sought medical atten-
tion again, although he
said he also was delirious.
He was checked for blood
clots, and none were
found. The next day, he
called his doctor's office
and told the nurse his
symptoms. The nurse im-
mediately told him to go
to St. Francis now.

“When the nurse said
get to St. Francis, get
there now, that literally
saved my life because I
should have been in criti-
cal care,” Abbas said. 

As Abbas's wife, DeVon,
drove him to Wichita, he
started to lose his sight.

“I said, 'Hurry, hurry,
I'm going blind,'” Abbas
said he told her.

Abbas was pretty much
blind by the time they ar-
rived at St. Francis and
then he said for the next
week and a half, he can't
really recall anything—
that is, except he believes
he was in purgatory, de-
fined as “a place or state
of suffering inhabited by
the souls of sinners who
are expiating their sins
before going to heaven,”
by dictionary.com.

It was determined
Abbas was in renal fail-
ure, and his heart rate
was higher than 200
beats per minute for 11
hours. The infection
spread through his body
like a gangrenous spider.
Medical personnel were
on deck with heart pad-
dles, if they were needed,
but the medication
started to work, so pad-
dles weren't used. In addi-
tion, he had to get
dialysis, and one of his
doctors, Dr. Ronnie
Moussa, got his kidneys

working and heart stable.
“I owe him my life,”

Abbas said, choking up.
“He said to my wife,
'We're going to save his
kidneys, and then we're
going to save his life.'”

Abbas spent 38 days in
intensive care at St. Fran-
cis before being moved to
Newton Medical Center
on Wednesday night. His
insurance company told
him he could no longer
stay at St. Francis, and
they allowed him to check
into Newton Medical Cen-
ter, where he's getting
great care. 

Before he was trans-
ferred, however, he ended
up having six surgeries by
Dr. Thomas Resch, who
removed part of his calf
and muscles in his thigh.
The majority of the infec-
tion was in Abbas's upper
thigh. After dealing with
his right calf, Resch
turned his attention to
the right thigh, which was
full of puss.

“It was a God-awful
mess,” Abbas said, adding
the injury killed the thigh
muscle and that once they
opened his quad, the mus-
cle had turned gangrene
and was brown and green. 

“It was pretty bad,”
Abbas said.

Resch removed Abbas's
quad and sartorius mus-
cles, and two tendons
were rotted.

“To be honest with you,
I was at death's door,” he
said.

After six surgeries,
Resch was able to get all
the necrotic tissue re-
moved.

“He saved every bit he
could,” Abbas said.
“Everybody here at St.
Francis has worked to
save my life. I just don't
know what to say. They
treat me like I'm family. I
owe ’em.”

As of Wednesday after-
noon, Abbas's insurance
company said they'd
allow him to move to
NMC, where he now has
a private room, and they
were going to renew his
stay there every five
days. However, as of
Thursday, the company
had given Abbas 20 days
in patient at NMC. At
first, the insurance com-
pany wanted to send
Abbas home on Wednes-
day, but changed their
minds, and now he’ll be
staying longer, going in
for surgery on Oct. 25 to
remove necrotic tissue.

"We found out that we
will be able to stay here
at Newton Medical Cen-
ter for the remainder of
Craig's surgeries," DeVon
posted on Facebook on
Monday.

They procured a hospi-
tal bed for Abbas, and
DeVon scrubbed down the
house to make it more
sterile, all the while with
her holding down a full-
time job, visiting her hus-

band in the hospital and
keeping friends and fam-
ily updated. She's ex-
hausted.

Abbas said he told the
insurance company they
didn't understand what
was going on with him—
this wasn't just a flesh
wound on his finger. He
has a 6- by 12-inch gap-
ing hole in his thigh,
which can't be closed now.
He asked the company if
he could move to another
room at St. Francis for
wound care, and they said
no. They told him he
could get home health or
a medical swing bed or
skilled nursing. A swing
bed is a room that can be
used for medical or
skilled nursing, Abbas
said.

“There's no way they
can close it,” Abbas said.
“There's just too much
gone.”

Right now, his leg is at-
tached to a wound vac
down to his calf, which re-
moves unpleasant things,
like necrotic tissue. Abbas
said he needs skilled
nursing just because of
the wound vac. He's also
concerned about getting
another infection, so he's
glad he's at NMC.

“I want to be in a ster-
ile environment so I don't
get an infection,” he said.
“It has been quite the ex-
perience. I don't ever
want to do that again.”

Abbas said it'll be from
four to six months before
the wound can be closed
and a skin graft at-
tempted.

“It's been quite an or-
deal,” Abbas said.

The ordeal began, how-
ever, not when the fence
toppled over on him, but
a few weeks before that
when he was laid off at
his job. He was going to
have back surgery, and
the company just offered
him severance pay. Al-

though he does have in-
surance, there are bills to
pay. A GoFundMe page
has been set up for him at
www.gofundme.com/us-
vet-needs-help-help-save-
a-hero. As of Thursday
afternoon, a total of
$4,355 of the $10,000 goal
had been raised.

“If you can, please help
the outrageous medical
bills he is accruing to
save his life, for him, his
wife, his kids and grand-
kids,” is written on the
GoFundMe page. “Please
let's show this country
that we support and de-
fend our vets, just like
they did for our country.”

Abbas said the Go-
FundMe page was started
for him by a friend, Rick
Park, whom Abbas re-
cruited into the military
and helped him get his
life together. Now, it's
Park's turn to help Abbas.

“I became so close to
him,” Abbas said. “He
said, 'I always looked to
you as a father.'”

When Abbas starting
helping Park out, Park
was 17, and Abbas was
26.

“He wasn't just a con-
tract,” Abbas said. “He
became my friend.”

It seems Abbas and his
wife have a lot of friends,
as there's practically one
wall in his hospital room
decorated with all the
cards he's received.

They've made friends in
the military, high school
and through work, and
they have their rock con-
cert friends, as they like
to go to rock concerts.
Abbas enjoys ’80s rock
and old hair bands, and
one of his friends, Greg
Hanson, was in Abbas's
NMC hospital room visit-
ing him on Thursday,
teasing him by playing a
tune from the Carpenters.

Maybe that's a kind of
purgatory for Abbas.
However, he does believe
he actually went to the
place between Earth and
heaven during that week
and a half.

“It seemed real,” he
said—not like a dream. “I
fought, and I fought hard.
Too many people were
trying to kill me. I was
pretty much out of it after
getting to St. Francis.”

He said he was in a
dark place, an open
wasteland where nothing
was living. 

“I was constantly fight-
ing, battling,” he said.
“People were coming up
and putting cellophane or
plastic over my face.”

At one point, he said,
he was shoved into a
stone coffin. 

“I fought and fought
and fought,” he said. “Fi-
nally, in my mind, it
clicked. I thought, 'Craig,
you died. That must be it,

and this must be purga-
tory.”

Then, he noticed a faint
light in the top left of his
vision.

“Finally, I took off run-
ning for it,” he said. “As I
got closer, I was lifted up
to it. I was able to put my
hand in it, and I said,
'God, please help me.' The
next thing I remembered
is I woke in the hospital,
and my wife was sitting
next to me.”

Getting through this or-
deal, Abbas said the staff
at St. Francis worked so
hard to save his life.

“I cannot say enough
about those guys,” he
said, adding he also at-
tributes getting through
this experience to his
wife.

“I've got to give it to my
wife, DeVon,” he said. “I

would be totally lost with-
out her. She'd done so
much to help me, support
me, giving me a reason to
live.”
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Craig Abbas talks about his health problems on Thursday afternoon at
Newton Medical Center. 

YMCA in August 1975. Guy
Hawk donated 20 acres to the
YMCA in 1959 and 20 more in
1960.

Following the motion, sup-
porters of the park brought
forth objection to its sale. 

“We felt for the price and for
the value, it's a long term
asset,” Newton resident Dan
Harms said. “You just don't get
rid of a long term asset. It's a
very valuable item 

Supporters argued that the
park, with its shelter, pond and
paths, was well used, had one of
the best Frisbee golf courses in
the region and cost the county a
small amount compared to its
other park expenditures. 

Numbers that came to light
following the motion appear to
support those claims.

In 2016, the county released
that, from 2011 to 2015, Camp
Hawk spending accounted for
5.4 percent of its overall park
budget.

Information provided by the
county showed the park

brought in $16,020 in revenue
from building rentals in 2016,
compared to $19,945 the county
spent on operations of the park. 

The county also assigned
$18,340 to the park for person-
nel expenses for the year.

The county would keep pay-
ing the same costs for staff if it
does sell Camp Hawk, as it
does not plan to lay off any
Parks Department staff.

Rental records showed Camp
Hawk had the second most
community buildings in the
county's park system. West
Park has seen 231 community

building rentals; Camp Hawk,
188 rentals; and East Park, 144
rentals. Eighty-one percent of
Camp Hawk renters were in-
county residents, compared to
67 percent for West Park and
69 percent for East Park.

Voters now will be faced with
a simple yes, no vote on the
issue. A yes vote would sell the
park. A no vote would block the
county from selling the park. 

Current County Administra-
tor Anthony Swartzendruber
said that a vote yes didn't
mean the county would have to
or immediately sell the park.

He said the county could al-
ways turn down offers if they
didn't think the offers were
large enough. 

As for where Swartzendruber
stood on the sale from an ad-
ministrative standpoint, he
didn't weigh in either direction.  

“I wasn't the county adminis-
trator at the time,” he said.
“This was a discussion with
John [Waltner] and the com-
mission. Right now the com-
mission has decided to take the
decision to the public. Based on
the decision we'll develop plans
for either scenario.”

HAWK
From Page 1

LB Estate
Sales

November 2-3:
9-5

November 4:
9-noon  

#3 Fairway Dr.
Hesston, KS

For details see: 
estatesales.net
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Full disclosure: I
screwed up this
week’s recipe, but I’m

sharing it anyway.
I made a few missteps.

One was my fault. The
other was lack of direction
on behalf of the original
author, who is obviously
much more skilled than I.

The one that was my
fault came from my own
stubbornness. The recipe
calls for mini marshmal-
lows, but not the normal
ones you’d think of. No,
this recipe wants teeny-
tiny ones.

I hunted around for the
tiny marshmallows, and
after not being able to find
them, decided I was going
to buy a hot chocolate mix
and sift all the tiny marsh-
mallows out of it.Spoiler
alert: it did not go well.

I coated the kitchen
counter with chocolate and
ended up with brown, pow-
der-covered marshmallows
that looked a bit sad. They
did taste good, but I’d rec-
ommend either leaving
them out if you can’t find
them or just using the nor-
mal mini marshmallows.

The one that wasn’t my
fault is the recipe didn’t
suggest letting the first
layer of fudge harden be-
fore adding the second,
and in my haste to finish
my project after spending a

lot of time sifting powder, I
dumped my second layer
on while the first was soft. 

This led to me having
more of a “swirled” effect
with the light and dark
layers rather than a pretty
separation.

I sincerely hope you can
avoid my pitfalls and have
pretty and delicious fudge
now that I worked all of
the kinks out of it. 

If you want to see what
the recipe is really sup-
posed to look like and find
the original recipe, visit
the blog “Wonky Wonder-
ful” at https://wonkywon-
derful.com/hot-chocolate-fu
dge-recipe/. I haven’t
changed the ingredients,
but I did change the order
of operations to hopefully
make your life easier.

Hot Chocolate Fudge
14-ounce can sweetened

condensed milk, divided
1 cup white chocolate

chips
2 cups dark chocolate

chips
1-1/2 cups mini marsh-

mallows (the super tiny
ones)

Line an eight-by-eight-
inch pan with aluminum
foil or waxed paper, and
grease it with butter or
shortening.

In a microwave-safe
bowl, combine the white

chocolate chips and three
tablespoons of the sweet-
ened condensed milk, set
aside.

In another microwave-
safe bowl, combine the
dark chocolate chips and
the remaining sweetened
condensed milk.

Microwave the dark
chocolate chips in 20-sec-
ond intervals, stirring in
between each. Once the
chocolate is smooth, pour it
into the prepared pan.

Place the pan in the re-
frigerator for about 20 or
30 minutes or until the
dark chocolate layer is
hardened.

Microwave the white
chocolate chips in 20-sec-
ond intervals, stirring in
between each. Once the
chocolate is smooth, spread
it over top of the dark
chocolate layer.

Evenly distribute the
tiny marshmallows over
the top of the fudge and
press down a little to make
them stick into the white
chocolate layer.

Refrigerate until firm,
remove it from the pan and
the foil/waxed paper, and
cut into pieces to serve.
Store the fudge in an air-
tight container. (I’d keep it
in the fridge if your house
is warm to keep it nice and
firm.)

I did find it ironic that

this recipe came from a
website called “Wonky
Wonderful” after I was fin-
ished with it, because
while it tasted wonderful,
my version certainly
looked wonky.

At least now I have a
mason jar full of hot choco-
late mix (minus the marsh-
mallows) ready to enjoy for
this winter, and ugly or
not, you can’t really go
wrong with fudge.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now.

The City of Newton de-
termined that a property
at 527 E. 11th St. pre-
sented a hazard in a pub-
lic hearing during the
meeting. The property’s
owners didn't show up to
argue against City Attor-
ney Chris Towle, who was
making the case that the
property is a hazard. 

Towle went about mak-
ing his argument that
without any inspections,
fire safety alarms, water
or sewer hook ups and un-
finished walls, the house
was no longer safe to live
in. He said the house had
been in multiple fires in
2009 and 2015 and that
the house lacked struc-
tural integrity. The fire
marshal then testified,
saying that if the building
would catch on fire again
and no one was in it, he'd
try to keep the fire from
spreading but not work to
put out the building, as it

was so compromised. 
He also said the build-

ing was a fire hazard.
They then looked at pic-
tures showing various
parts of the building
being charred.

The commission ruled it
was a public safety haz-
ard and passed an ordi-
nance requiring the
building be barricaded
and vacated as soon as
possible. 

In other news, Donna
Pickman, city financial di-
rector, gave the highlights
of Newton's quarterly fi-
nancial report. Overall
revenues were down.
Year-to-date property tax
revenues outpaced year-
to-date collections from
2016. Waste water rev-
enue was down slightly
year to date, compared to
2017. Water revenue was
up slightly. Sales tax rev-
enues decreased, with the
city looking to receive
about $350,000 fewer dol-
lars in sales tax revenue
than last year, totaling at
$2.82 million. 

On the plus side, expen-

ditures have dropped as
well. The ending general
fund balance is projected
to be at $42.6 million,
which would be about 13
percent of fund expendi-
tures—just short of the 15
percent general fund re-
quirement. 

Finally, the city re-
ceived bids for the paint-
ing of the Warkentin
house. The city received
two bids, one from
Sutherland Builders and
one from Koehn Painting.
Koehn Painting was dis-
qualified from the bidding
process, as it missed fill-
ing out all the required
paperwork with the bid. 

Leroy Koehn, who owns
Koehn Painting recused
himself from the discus-
sion. 

Sutherland Builders
came in over the city's
$150,000 budget for the
project but, after negotia-
tion with the city, dropped
their price to $124,480.
Sutherland Builders will
use Koehn Painting as a
subcontractor to do some
of the work and painting

on the
house. 

The
commis-
sion ac-
cepted the
bid. 

ETC.
City ap-

proved
closing Athletic Park Cir-
cle for the eight-man foot-
ball championship Nov.
25.

Approved a request to
close W Sixth St for
Jimmy and Nikki's Game
Room opening. 

Approved a letter of
support for Health Min-
istries Clinic to help them
get federal funding. 

City recognized Lauren
Mitchell and Katherine
Szambecki, who received
commended student
awards for the 2018 Na-
tional Merit Scholarship
program by placing in the
top three percent of stu-
dents across the nation
taking the test. 

The city honored Cathy
Rankin for 40 years of
service as a Harvey

County emergency dis-
patcher. 

The city discussed re-
quiring permitting for use
of city right away for
work on gas lines or
power lines or utilities lo-
cated in the city's right of
way. A Westar representa-
tive showed up and asked
the city table the permit-
ting discussion until they
had more talks with Wes-
tar Energy. 

Newton City/County
Airport Director Brian
Palmer gave a report on
the National Business
Aviation Association con-
vention at Las Vegas. He
said he met with compa-
nies working to get them
to locate to the airport.
He mentioned a U.S.
House Bill that would pri-
vatize air traffic control.
Palmer said that move
would jeopardize general
aviation and make it
more expensive for regu-
lar people to fly planes. 

Jason Mitchell, a local

landlord, addressed the
Newton City Commission
about its change in bulky
item pick up ordinance.
Last year the city began
to charge for $10.
Mitchell requested stick-
ing an extra dollar a
month on sanitation bills
to fund the program. He
said people have been
throwing large items in
and around his dump-
sters.

Hague said that he
planned to talk about the
bulky item pickup pro-
gram in an upcoming
work session. .

Myers said he had a
meeting with Glen Davis,
Leroy Koehn and repre-
sentatives of the county
about the future purpose
of the airport and how it
should approach leases.
He said the group came to
the conclusion that they
should run the airport as
a business and look to
draw revenue from leases
at the airport.
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City keeping to pool plan, looking at options

The Newton City Com-
mission got its first
chance to look at options
for the Newton City Pool. 

The story came to light
a number of months ago
after City Manager Bob
Myers, at the direction of
the city commission,
began working to come
up with ideas to deal
with the long-term future
of the pool. 

He presented the com-
mission very rough num-
bers and options for the
city to look at. 

Those options ranged
from closing and bulldoz-
ing the pool, estimated at
$20,000, all the way to
building an aquatics park
for $6 million. 

“It doesn't mean
they're all good options,”
said Suzanne Loomis,
city engineer and director
of public works. “I'm just
telling you there are op-
tions.”

For context, Myers said
he didn't see closing the
pool without replacing it
as a viable option. And
with the city deciding a
new police station at $8
million was too expen-
sive, it doesn't seem
likely the commission
will spend a slightly
smaller amount building
a splash park. Mayor
Barth Hague also went
out of the way to outline
that the pool would not
be closing next year.

The options in between
look at ways of rehabbing
the pool, replacing the
pool with a splash pad or
revamping the pool.

Should the city leave
the existing pool and deal
with maintenance needs,
the cost on it is estimated
at $186,000. 

Money for such im-
provements would likely
come out of the city park
budget. 

Staff listed the pros of
the option of keeping a
public pool open and the
cons of not having a high
quality experience or

doing anything
to increase at-
tendance. 

The splash
park option
would get rid of
the pool, build a
toddler and teen
splash pad, and
update conces-
sions. 

Commissioner Glen
Davis had a question of
teenagers using a splash
park. 

“I couldn't imagine a
teenager going to a
splash park.”

Loomis said that it
might draw kids a bit
younger than teenagers.
That option would cost
$1.07 million. The pros
staff listed were that no
lifeguards would be re-
quired, and it had a high
value as short-term en-
tertainment. 

The cons listed were
obviously the loss of swim
option for adults and the
loss of a public pool. 

The city also estimated
that a consultant and
renovation of the pool

would cost $3 mil-
lion, with the ma-
jority of that cost
from building a
zero entry pool as
well as aquatic fea-
tures. 

The city staff
thought such a
change would in-

crease the experience and
attendance but come with
a higher cost and possibly
duplicate services pro-
vided by the Newton
YMCA. 

Commissioner David
Nygaard wasn't big on
going outside the city for
help. 

“Why do we always
have to hire consultants
and pay them $300,000 to
tell us what we already
know,” he said, adding
that he thought the city
had the talent present in
the room to come up with
a new plan. “Consultants
are wastes of time,
money and effort.” 

Loomis responded that
the city would need some-
one to draw up plans for
a pool remodel if the city

chose to go down that
route. 

As for the $6 million
aquatics park option,
Loomis said it didn't have
to cost that much and the
cost would be adjusted
depending what the com-
mission wanted with the
facility. 

Of the constructive
comments during the
meeting, Willis Heck of
the Rec Board suggested
the idea of upgrading the
pool and taking time to
see what the city could
add to the pool to im-
prove it and get the most
bang for its buck. 

Tim Marlar of the Rec
Board brought forth the
idea of maintaining the
pool and updating it in
phases. 

Davis said people sup-
ported a public pool and
perhaps there could be a
fundraising effort. 

And Barth Hague said
he'd like to know what
the community wants
and that the city needs to
do an assessment of com-
munity needs. He said he

didn't believe the process
would be a fast moving
process. 

Myers asked what the
city's direction would be.

Hague and the commis-
sion discussed a want for
staff to develop more de-
tailed options involving
maintaining and enhanc-
ing the pool. Staff was
also asked to see what a
lap pool would cost. 

So it looks like more
detailed plans are to fol-
low.

Nygaard said that the
community was a gener-
ous one. But he also
asked staff keep in mind
how much such a devel-
opment would cost. 

“People can only afford
what they're going to af-
ford, and then they're
maxed out and they're
going to turn the keys to
the city and say, ‘Here,
city,’” he said. “‘It's your
church.’”

The city then moved
into an executive session
to discuss matters pre-
liminary to the acquisi-
tion of real estate. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Davis

City determines property on East 11th a hazard to the community

The Newton Railers
football team will play Wi-
chita Heights on Friday,
Oct. 27, as part of region-

als.
The Railers lost to God-

dard the week prior, with
a final score of 48-14. 

The Railers ended the
regular season with a 3-5

overall record and a 2-3
league record. 

Heights carries a 5-3
record on the season, com-
ing off a 48-12 victory over
Wichita South.

Railers facing Heights for football playoff game
NEWTON NOW STAFF

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Myers

Sometimes you have to fudge a recipe



HESSTON—Burger
Garage owner Sandy
Gough said the restaurant
will be a family operation.
She said she and her sons,
Zach, Austin, Bailee and
Jordan, will become famil-
iar faces for patrons of the
restaurant. In the coming
days, residents will see
the Burger Garage mas-
cot—a 6-foot-5 hot dog her
sons named Vern—wel-
coming customers under
the new Burger Garage
sign. 

Residents passing by
the intersection of Main
Street and Old Highway
81 in Hesston have been
witness to the renovation
of what is now Burger
Garage, formerly Skoops. 

Owner Sandy Gough
said she plans to open the
restaurant—serving
American diner food—at
the beginning of next
week. 

“We’ll have fried Oreos,
burgers, fries, hot dogs,
crinkle-cut fries, onion
rings; we’ll have the hand
dipped ice cream, but we
will also have soft serve
ice cream for quick shakes
or blizzards. It’s comfort
food more than anything
else,” she said. 

Gough said one of the
key elements of a success-
ful American diner is
speed and quality. 

“There can’t be a wait.
There can’t be anything to
keep people from coming
back. It’s got to be good;
it’s got to be fresh and it’s
got to be on time. The
price, it’s got to have a
good price,” she said. 

Gough added kids

meals will be about $3,
and the restaurant will be
offering a family meal—
four hamburgers, four hot
dogs and four fries. 

Gough said hamburger
meat will be locally
sourced and brought in
daily. 

“Indian Hills is where
we will be getting our
hamburger meat. It’s
owned by the Cox Family
Farms, which is just
south of Newton and is
owned by a Harvey
County family,” she said. 

Gough said the busi-
nesses name, Burger
Garage, seemed like a
simple, natural fit. 

“For whatever reason,
cars and burgers go to-
gether. This was the origi-
nal service station, and
we have a picture of the
service station on the
back wall. It was a Stan-
dard station back in the
’60s and ’70s,” she said. 

However, one piece of
Skoops remains on the
wall: a large mural of a
drive-in theater. 

Gough, who has exten-
sive restaurant manage-
ment experience, was part
of the team that operated
the Burger Garage for-
merly located in the
Fuqua Insurance build-
ing. 

“I was the manager for
another restaurant from
2004-2015, and I enjoy it.
I like being in the restau-
rant setting. It’s the fast
pace, and I get to talk to
everyone. The burgers,
fries, American food, it all
ties together and I really
enjoy it. The opportunity
opened up, and I said I
was going to do it,” she
said. 

The process of opening

Burger Garage has not
been a fast one, as Gough
said she wanted to make a
fresh start for the restau-
rant. 

“We came up here in
April, and we saw the
place and looked around.
We were feeling it out and
thinking about it. We
started making plans for
how we could see it,” she
said. 

Gough said when she
took ownership of the
building, she began a
massive renovation proj-
ect. 

“I knew that everything
was going to be different.
When I came in here,
there was a lot that
wasn’t up to my stan-
dards, and I knew I was
going to be changing a lot
of it,” she said. 

Gough remodeled most
of the front-end of the
restaurant, moving walls
and putting in a large
pass-through window into
the kitchen and grill. 

“The biggest thing was
the kitchen wall. The
kitchens I’ve worked in
have always been open,
and that’s what I wanted
here. We were able to put
in a window,” she said. 

As the opening of
Burger Garage ap-
proaches, Gough said she
is ready to start seeing
customers. 

“Right now, the high-
light has been seeing it all
come together. The most
exciting thing is when you
look around and you see
what it was, and now it’s
seeing it all come together
in the vision that I had,”
she said.

Burger Garage will be
located at 101 S Old US
Highway 81, Hesston.

Kristin Kliewer said
her daughters have some
good memories from their
home school experiences
and being part of the
Newton Home Educators
Association of Newton,
where parents teach in
classroom settings every
Friday. They included
having the kids draw like
a famous painter and bak-
ing.

There was the time
they had students draw
on paper taped to the bot-
tom of a table to mimic
Michelangelo and the
painting he did on the
Sistine Chapel ceiling
from 1508 to 1512. The
students lay on their
backs and created their
artwork from the floor.

Another time, Kliewer
said they made the peri-
odic table with sugar
cookies.

“We’ve done some very
creative things,” Kliewer
said.

Kliewer, who works full
time as director of music
at the Bethel College
Academy of Performing
Arts and has four daugh-
ters, has been home-
schooling for two decades.
Two daughters graduated
from college, and another
chose to pursue a career
path out of high school.
The youngest girl is a
sophomore in high school,
and Kliewer home-
schooled the other three
through high school.

“I love the relationship
I’ve built with my kids,”
Kliewer said, adding their
family wouldn’t have been
as close if she hadn’t
home-schooled. “Two of
my daughters have said
that they were glad that
they were home-schooled.”

Kliewer, who was teach-
ing the Finding Narnia
home-school class during
a Newton Home Educa-
tors Association co-op
time Friday to a class of
seventh- through 12th-
grade students, has a
short time left for home
schooling.

“I have three years
left,” she said. “It’s bitter-
sweet. There’s good days
and bad days, but I
wouldn’t trade it. It’s de-
fined our life, and it’s
been a good life.”

The Finding Narnia
class is a writing and lit-
erature class, and they go
through all the Chronicles
of Narnia in two years.

“It’s a lot of fun,”
Kliewer said, adding the
class started with kids
who hadn’t done a lot of
writing, and now they’re
writing essays. “They’ve
learned how to write first
paragraphs and essays
through the Structure
and Style through the In-
stitute for Excellence in
Writing.”

In addition, the co-op is
conducting a class for
younger students with
curriculum from the IEW.

Also on Fridays, there
are science classes—biol-
ogy for students in grades
nine through 12 and
STEM/STEAM activities
for kids in grades kinder-
garten through eight. In
addition, there are physi-
cal education classes for
the kids.

“A lot of our classes this
year are anchored around
science and writing
classes and PE,” Kliewer
said, adding those can be
things that are more diffi-
cult to do at home.

The Newton Home Edu-
cators Association is the
oldest co-op in the area
and is a Christian co-op,
Kliewer said, adding she’s
been one of the parents
who’s been around home
schooling the longest and
that there’s another
home-school co-op in New-
ton.

“We draw for our group
from a wide, surrounding
area,” Kliewer said, sit-
ting at Meridian Baptist
Church, to which Kliewer
said they’re grateful for

allowing them to meet
there.

She said they offer
things other co-ops don’t
offer, like athletics and
high school classes.

“These are things not
every co-op is able to
offer,” she said.

Kliewer herself became
interested in home school-
ing while attending Tabor
College and majoring in
education. At the time,
she was against home
schooling, and then she
had to do a research proj-
ect on a highly controver-
sial subject, so she chose
home schooling. In doing
research and observing
families, Kliewer said
that “totally changed my
mind.”

When her daughter was
2, Kliewer started attend-
ing the state home school
conference because she
was interested in doing
this for her kids.

“I knew it was a whole
lifestyle change,” she said.
“I do think home school-
ing has become a little
more mainstream, but
when I started, it was
considered more out of the
ordinary. As I come to the
end of my home-schooling
journey, I wouldn’t have
changed it. Home school-
ing has given our family
the opportunity to learn
and grow together and
has allowed my children
to pursue their passions
in a way they probably
wouldn’t have been able
to sitting in a classroom
for hours every day.”

Being a part of the co-
op, which has been in ex-
istence since the 1980s,
has helped Kliewer stick
with it.

“I think one of the
things that has encour-
aged me the most is being
part of a local co-op,”
Kliewer said.

On Friday, there were a
number of parents and
students at Meridian
Baptist Church, talking
together and learning. In
the biology class, students
took part in an enzyme di-
gestion lab.

Kliewer said one of the
biggest myths about home
schooling is the lack of
their children’s socializa-
tion. Kliewer said they’re
more socialized than
other kids, as they’re
around people of a variety
of ages.

“A lot of them go to
nursing homes to do serv-
ice projects,” she said. “It’s
kind of the one-room
schoolhouse that America
was founded on.”

Benefits of home school-
ing, Kliewer said, include
kids who are struggling
with a certain subject can
get extra time.

“I think that’s one of
the benefits of home
school that we can tailor
it to each child’s interests
and abilities,” she said.

Not all co-ops are the
same.

“There’s different ways
to be involved with co-
ops,” Kliewer said. “Every
co-op has a different fla-
vor and emphasis.”

This particular co-op
has 25 families.

“Families can join at
any time,” Kliewer said.

In addition to Friday
classes, co-op students
take field trips together.
Right now, they’re plan-
ning a trip to Abilene to
see the Seelye Mansion,
go on a train ride and
visit the Eisenhower com-
plex. Earlier in October,
they went to Dyck Arbore-
tum of the Plains in Hes-
ston.

Yes, home schooling can
be a lifestyle change.

“We turn every single
thing we do into a home-
schooling opportunity,”
Kliewer said, including
vacations. “It’s a lifestyle
of learning.”

Kliewer doesn’t think
she would’ve made it two
decades if it hadn’t been
for the co-op, where those
who are a part get sup-
port and encouragement
from other families.

“You see a lot of fami-
lies get burned out,” she
said. “Just being a part of
a co-op can guard against
that.”
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“Bump” up your rate once 
with this special certificate.  

Visit hcu.coop/bump.

BUMP CERTIFICATE RATES AS HIGH AS

2.22%
APY*

Bump Up
Your Savings

TM

Hutchinson | Haven | Newton | Wichita | 800.428.8472 | www.hcu.coop/bump

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA. Limited time offer, membership required, *Annual percentage Yield (APY), penalty for 

Visit www.hcu.coop/bump 
or call 800.428.8472 to open 
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$10 OFF 
Vacuum Tune-Up

• Belt, Bag & Bulbs 
Changed 

• Rollers & Vacuum 
cleaned as 

good as new!

Fall is finally here!   $10 OFF       $10 OFF 

good as new!
cleaned as 

acuum • Rollers & V
Changed 

• Belt, Bag & Bulbs 
une-Upacuum TV

Cooperating for home schooling: Children learn from parents, experiences

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, Luke Riffel, Emma Kliewer, Hannah Renninger and Cameron Frymire take part in a science experi-
ment on Friday at Meridian Baptist Church in Newton, where the Newton Home Educators Association has
classes.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Desiree Thompson leads a science class on Friday. Also pictured is
Sam Loewen.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, Sam Loewen, Andrew Renninger. Joy Beck, Max Flickinger,
Caleb Frymire, Edward Thompson and Kara Fiedler partake in a science
experiment on Friday.

Burger Garage to serve American diner food
BY JACQUELYN NELSON

HESSTON RECORD

“I knew that every-
thing was going to
be different. When I
came in here, there
was a lot that
wasn’t up to my
standards, and I
knew I was going to
be changing a lot of
it.” 

Sandy Gough


