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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Dobson's handler, Beth Penner, left, pets Dobson, right, while resident Carol Poil looks on. 

Dobson rests in Beth Penner's office on Monday afternoon. 

Dobson, the therapy dog at
Kidron Bethel Village in North
Newton, is like a lot of humans,
having to watch his weight.

The black labrador weighs in at
95 pounds, which would be skinny
on most humans, but for a dog, he
might be a bit on the heavy side. He
doesn't look fat, however, just tall
and built like a powerhouse.

“His weight is a constant battle
because he has 60 grandparents
who want to spoil him,” said Beth
Penner, director of life enrichment.
“He is almost 8 now.”

Penner said she feels like an evil
stepmom, having to make him be-
have and discouraging others to not
feed him.

Penner said she can tell when a
resident is feeding him, because
Dobson will make a bee line to the
person's room, and he'll keep look-
ing over his shoulder at her like, “I
don't want you following me.”

Penner said the staff is good at
not feeding him.

Dobson has been the therapy dog
at Kidron since 2010 and is a certi-
fied therapy dog.

“We got him through Cares Inc.,”
Penner said. “So he can go into pub-
lic with us. We have to take him to
Dillons and Walmart and all those
places” when they're doing personal
or business shopping.

Comfort and care
� Therapy dog Dobson helps
Kidron Bethel residents.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See DOG / 8

A petition campaign has formed to block the
County from selling Camp Hawk.

On Sept. 23, the county published intent to
look for a buyer for the 40-acre park located
about two miles south of Newton on SW 36th
Street.

Since then, supporters of the park have organ-
ized to protest the possible sale, voicing their po-
sition at public commission meetings and
beginning a petition campaign to make the
county hold a public vote before it can take ac-
tion to sell the park.

“I think the sale of a county park deserves a
vote,” North Newton resident Brandon Nelson
said. 

Nelson, who organizes disc golf tournaments
at the park and plays its course, has become a
bit of a spokesperson for the movement to save
the park.

“I've not seen evidence of a strong, long-term
plan,” he said. “This appears to be a short-term
fix that leaves a permanent hole in the

Protest is
organized
to prevent
sale of park

SAVING CAMP HAWK

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See HAWK / 8

It never turned out to be an auto shop, but it
helps pay the bills and helps put their daughter
through college. 

That's the story of Newton's La Bonita Mini
Market, which owners Rosendo and Maria Ma-
cias have operated for nine years. 

The store, 1804 W 4th St, specializes in selling
traditionally Mexican food products and imports
from south of the border. There are fresh made
tortillas, tamales and pan dulce from Wichita on
the shelves as well as tomatillos, poblano pep-
pers and cilantro in the fridges. It's a place
where customers can buy lard, votive candles,
spices, Jarritos soda and napkins all in one spot.

“We carry a little bit of everything,” Rosendo
said. “You have to have something your clients
want to have.”

Rosendo basically explained that the grocery
store has found a niche to sell into. There's a de-
mand for the imported goods and Mexican food

Local grocery owners
provide south of the
border taste to area

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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Ann Dunn of
Hesston
prepares to
play the 
violin.

Ann Dunn played violin
with the Newton Sym-
phony when she was 13
years old, and the experi-
ence made such a positive
impression on her, the now
73-year-old even remem-
bers what she was wearing
during the event, which
was a red dress.

“I do remember the first
performance of the Newton
Symphony, and Elvera
Voth was the first direc-
tor,” Dunn said.

That performance, which
was of “The Messiah,” took
place in Lindley Hall in
Newton. Dunn has man-
aged to perform in the
Newton Symphony, now
Newton Mid-Kansas Sym-
phony Orchestra,
(NMKSO), throughout its
many years. 

Dunn has played with
the local orchestra since
she was a youth, except for
16 years when she and her
husband moved away, com-
ing back in 1980.

“There's just a lot of re-
ally good players in that
symphony,” Dunn said.

And she'll be around still

performing as it celebrates
its 60th anniversary this
season. 

“The thing that just
drove me into 'I want to
play in symphonies all my
life' was the sound,” Dunn
said, speaking about that
first orchestra concert she
performed in.

She said the wood floor
was up against the stage,
and they performed on the
floor, since they weren't on
the stage.

“The sound just vibrated
all the way around,” Dunn
said. “Everything felt like

Local symphony member plays for 66-years
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See SYMPHONY / 8

Railers qualify two for state
golf  - Page 12

Follow the flush: Going in-depth at
the upgraded sewer plant - Page 5
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You ‘oat’ to bake these cookies
I’ve been in the mood

for cookies lately, so I
decided to try a new

recipe last week. 
I scrolled through po-

tential recipes, looking
for one that would save
me a trip to the store, and
I stumbled on one for oat-
meal coconut pecan cook-
ies. I happened to have
everything I needed in
my pantry, so I went to
work.

The first batch of cook-
ies came out of the oven,
and I realized my mis-
take quickly: these were
too delicious to keep in
the house.

I’m not sure how many
of them we ate before I
managed to take the
batch over to the high
school, where I was sub-
stitute teaching for the
day, and abandoned them
in the teacher’s lounge—
the best place to get rid of
excess food, I’ve discov-
ered.

Before the day was out,
I had several requests for
the recipe, and my Tup-
perware container merely
contained crumbs. 

I dodged a caloric bul-
let, but those cookies
were too good not to make
again, so I’m sure I’ll be
fighting them again in

the future.
If you want to fight the

urge to eat an entire
batch of cookies by your-
self, I highly recommend
making this recipe soon.

I found it on a blog by
Sherri and Greg Hall
called “Watch Learn Eat”
at
http://watchlearneat.com/
oatmeal-coconut-pecan-
cookies/. I didn’t double
the vanilla like I often do,
because they already put
a lot in there, but I defi-
nitely doubled the cinna-
mon.

Oatmeal Coconut
Pecan Cookies

2 sticks butter
3/4 cup packed brown

sugar
1/3 cup sugar
2 eggs
1 tablespoon vanilla
1-1/4 cups flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
2 heaping teaspoons

ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon salt
2-1/2 cups quick oats
1 cup pecans, finely

chopped
1 cup sweetened co-

conut flakes
Preheat the oven to 350

degrees. 
Combine the butter,

sugars, eggs and vanilla

in a mixing bowl.
Stir in the flour, baking

soda, cinnamon, salt and
quick oats.

Now toss in the pecans
and coconut flakes.

Once everything is com-
bined well, roll the dough
into one-inch balls and
place on a cookie sheet.
(Mine barely spread, so
after the first batch, I
only placed them about
an inch apart, but I don’t
know if that’s typical or
not for this recipe.)

Bake for 12-14 minutes
or until the cookies are
lightly browned.

One friend said these
tasted a lot like the cereal
Honey Bunches of Oats,
which was a really good
description and also ex-
plained why I liked this
recipe so much.

All I can recommend is
that you either use this
recipe to exercise a lot of
self control or make sure
you have some folks to
share with.

Then again, if you eat
the whole batch yourself,
I promise I won’t judge
you. It’s an understand-
able reaction.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now.

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Oatmeal coconut pecan cookies are a bit addictive with a soft texture and a cinnamon-y flavor.
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Warrior football team members try to catch candy thrown to them from spectators during the Friday evening
homecoming parade. 

Homecoming parade features
variety of groups, spectators

Notes to “Over the
Rainbow” drifted on the
late afternoon air Friday,
as members of the Tri-M
group at Newton High
School sang to an acoustic
guitar accompaniment as
they waited for the
school’s homecoming pa-
rade to start.

Tri-M was one of a vari-
ety of groups to have a
float in the parade. Others
included the high school
band, cheerleaders, War-
rior football and Warrior
cheerleaders. A Newton
Police Department vehicle
led the parade, sporadi-
cally sounding its siren.

Tri-M, or Modern Music
Masters, is a music honor
society at the local high
school. The group also had
a float in last year’s pa-
rade.

“Good way to gain expo-
sure for our club,” mem-
ber Kaitlyn Willis said
about why they took part
in the parade.

“It’s a lot of fun,” added
member Krista Loomis.

The group is working on
community service proj-
ects, especially those re-

lated to music, group
member Diana Unruh
said, adding every year,
they do Little Railer
Singers, where they teach
elementary school-aged
kids “The Star Spangled
Banner” and various
singing techniques. Then,
the young singers perform
the national anthem at
the homecoming basket-
ball game.

Anyone who is in a
music class at NHS and
goes through the applica-
tion process can be in the
club, Unruh said. The
group has about 50 mem-
bers from choir, band, or-
chestra and jazz at the
school.

The parade started in
the B&B Lumber parking
lot area, where groups
gathered to get on what-
ever floats they were sup-
posed to be on. The band
played, Warrior cheer-
leaders chanted “How
funky is your chicken?
How funky is your
chicken? How loose is
your goose? How loose is
your goose?” while par-
ents and others watched,
waved and took photos.

The parade left the
parking lot, going east on
First Street, making its
way into Athletic Park be-
fore the Newton High
School homecoming foot-
ball game.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Members of Tri-M music honor society sing “Over the Rainbow” before
the Newton High School homecoming parade starts on Friday. 

North Newton getting new police vehicle, trees

North Newton is up-
grading its police fleet. 

The North Newton
Council approved an ex-
penditure of $34,886 for
the purchase of a 2017
Ford Explorer from Mid-
way Motors. 

The expenditure comes
out of a capital reserve
fund which was sitting at
$110,000. The council
hopes a bit of money to
flow back into the account
once the trade in of the
police car the Explorer re-
places—the one with the
hard to see decals—goes
through. 

In other news, the coun-
cil approved allocating
$3,000 to replace six trees
in the KDOT right-of-way
along Main Street/K-15 in
the city. 

Previously KDOT cut
six trees down along the
street after a limb fell and
evidence of rot was found. 

The council approved
with a unanimous vote to

set aside the amount to
replace the trees. The city
plans on reaching agree-
ments with homeowners
on properties adjacent to
the new trees on their
early care. As for what
species they will plant,
that has yet to be decided.
The council sounded like
it favored planting trees
with fall foliage and that
could stand up to the reg-
ular salting the adjacent
road receives. 

ETC.
Donna Becker spoke to

the commission on behalf
of the Mennonite Central
Committee Flatlander as-
sociation. The bike race
ride drew188 riders from
ranging from a pre-
schooler to a 91-year-old
person. 

The event brought in
$10,100 for the MCC's
water fund to help dig
wells in Africa. 

Becker thanked the
City of North Newton as
well as its police depart-
ment.

The council approved
the contribution of $1,000

to Hesston and Bethel
Performing Arts. 

“This is a program we
feel good about, that en-
hances our community
and the larger community
as well,” Mayor Ron
Braun said. 

The council approved a
$6,200 annual lease for a
skid steer from Murphy
Tractor 4-0.

The council approved
monthly expenditures for
$89,504.

The current asset bal-
ance of North Newton
Foundation is at
$148,000. Council Mem-
ber Jim Goering said he
will stay on the NNF
board for another year. 

While the council has
received a report of
skunks, rodent trapping
has been slow of late.
“We've been setting traps,
but they are getting
smart,” Maintenance Su-
perintendent Danny
Bisoni said of efforts to
catch a variety of small
nocturnal mammals. 

The meeting was a
lengthy one, lasting two
hours.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

The Kansas Healthcare
Collaborative recently rec-
ognized Newton Medical
Center for its successful
participation in the sec-
ond round of the national
Hospital Engagement
Network, known as HEN

2.0.
HEN 2.0 was a 12-

month comprehensive pa-
tient safety initiative
conducted by the Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid
Services through its Part-
nership for Patients pro-
gram. At the state level,
Newton Medical Center

was a part of the Kansas
HEN led by the Topeka-
based Kansas Healthcare
Collaborative in partner-
ship with the Kansas Hos-
pital Association, the
American Hospital Associ-
ation, and the Health Re-
search and Educational
Trust.

Newton Medical Center recognized for patient safety program
FOR NEWTON NOW



By Monday morning,
Shannon Reinert was
frantic.

She couldn't find Satur-
day's deposit bag. 

Reinert, who runs Hair
Cutting Co., could not find
the Saturday deposit bag
for the salon. 

She tore apart her car
looking for it. She looked
in her house. No dice.

“Yeah, it was a Satur-
day deposit, and Saturday
is busy,” she said. “I just
kind of assumed it was
gone,” she said. “It was
the whole day down the
drain. It wasn't just for
me. It was a salon of
seven people. It wasn't
just my day but a lot of
money in there to pay
payroll.”

Reinert usually drops
the salon’s deposits off at
the bank after it closes,
but said she didn't feel
like it that night as it was
late. 

She assumed the bag of

money fell out of the car.
And she was right.

Now a busy day’s worth
of wages for eight people
sitting on the ground in
the middle of downtown
Newton makes a pretty
tempting target for a per-
son to pick up and keep.

Lucky for Reinert, how-
ever, she said she shares
parking spaces behind her
salon with a church, The
Gathering.

According to Reinert,

Sunday morning, someone
attending the church
found the bag of money in
the parking lot and then
dropped it off later on
Monday. 

She said she appreci-
ated the kindness of the
good Samaritan.

“I was very, very re-
lieved and thankful,” she
said. “I was hopeful some-
thing like that would hap-
pen, but I wasn't holding
my breath.”

Page 4      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now   October 13, 2016NEWS

Newton 
2311 Edgemore
North Newton

316-283-7093

Hutch Hours:
Mon-Sat 9am -5pm
Newton: NOW OPEN

Mon - Sat 10-5
CLOSED SUNDAYS 

Hutchinson
209 S. Valley Pride Rd.
Hutchinson
620-662-5591

www.bentonsgreenhouse.com

PESTICIDE FREE!

      

www.be
 

entonsgreenhouse
 

se.com

N

1-844-770-0020

Unlock a

From one convenient website,
our ONLINE CASH MANAGEMENT 

TOOLS offer the flexibility to: 

•  Setup online payments 
for customers 

•  Check balances 
•  View detailed transaction 

reports & check images 
•  Make transfers 
•  Send ACH transactions 
•  Send wire requests 
•  Request stop payments 
•  Send federal tax payments 
•  Receive balance alerts
•  And so much more!

Contact us today and let us 
show you how we can help!

Goessel
620.367.2264

Newton North
316.283.3035

Newton South
316.283.7478

NMLS # 791580

Hesston
620.327.4941

Newton Walmart 
316.283.7350

thecsb.com

Amy Budde
316-283-7478

Ken Knepper
316-283-7478

possibilities.
ofworldUnlock a world of 

possibilities.

Your Independent Agency since 1978

Call Us For A Custom Quote & Personal Attention

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Humans dressed as zombies will chase runners during the Zombie Fun Run starting at 5 p.m. Sunday, Oct.
23, in Centennial Park in Newton.

Zombie Fun Run to raise
money for Heart to Heart

The walking dead and
the running living will be
out in full force Sunday,
Oct. 23, in Newton’s Cen-
tennial Park. No, they
won’t be part of a movie or
even the zombie apoca-
lypse.

The good scary time is
all in fun, to raise money
for Heart to Heart Child
Advocacy Centers in New-
ton, an organization “dedi-
cated to effectively and
efficiently serve child vic-
tims of abuse and assist
local communities in re-
sponding to allegations of
child abuse,” according to
the Heart to Heart web-
site.

“This will be our third
Zombie Fun Run,” Heart
to Heart board member
Gloria Arellano said. “And
every year, we’ve gotten
more and more partici-
pants. Last year, we had
85.”

She added the first
year, there around 50, and
they expect about 100 this
year.

“The Heart to Heart
Zombie Fun Run is a two-
mile run/walk to save
your life,” Arellano said.
“This race is not about the
best time but being able to
outrun the zombies that
will appear at different
points along the course.
Runners will be issued
lifelines [flags] to wear on
a belt [like in flag foot-
ball]. The flags will repre-
sent your life. To survive,
you must finish the course
with at least one lifeline
[flag].”

During the event last
year, they raised around
$800, Arellano said. In ad-
dition, Chuck E. Cheese
was represented, since
they wanted to be there
last year giving out
coupons.

The runners/walkers
will do the two-mile
course from Centennial to
Pod Park while people
dressed as zombies will be
along the running path.
The zombies only are al-
lowed to run after people
about 10 to 15 feet.

“You won’t get chased
the whole way,” Arellano
said.

In addition, runners
will have flags, or life-
lines, zombies are sup-
posed to grab. 

Heart to Heart is look-
ing for folks to be zombies,
and there’s no cost for
them to partake. In addi-
tion, there will be a face
painter there to help them
with their looks. Those
who wish to be zombies
can contact Arellano
at 316-518-
7566 or heart2heartnew-
ton@gmail.com.

In addition to running
the race, grabbing life-
lines and having fun, par-
ticipants will be fed
dinner by Newton Auxil-
iary No. 2516 Fraternal
Order of the Eagles. Run-
ners and zombies also will
have chances to get some-
thing else.

“We’ll have prizes for
runners and zombies,”
Arellano said.

The first runner who
comes in will get a prize,
and if there’s a tie, they’ll
draw names. Prizes in the
past have included a
tablet and television.

Zombies get prizes for
how many flags they col-
lect.

Last year, Arellano said
there were four people
who had all their flags at
the end of the race, and
they were entered in a
drawing.

“People with no flags
still get a chance to win a
prize,” Arellano said.

Runners need to be 8 or
older, and zombies must
be 14 or older. Registra-
tion begins at 4:30 p.m.,
and the first wave of run-
ners is at 5 p.m. The run
will happen, weather per-
mitting. The registration
cost the day of the race is
$20.

“Those who sign up first
will run first or be eaten
first,” the Zombie Fun
Run website stated.

Those who wish to do-
nate money or items for
door prizes can contact
Arellano. For more infor-
mation or to download an
entry form,
visit http://glo6030.wixsite
.com/zombie-fun-run.
Entry forms also are at
Newton Now, 706 N. Main
St. in Newton.

“The money raised will
be used for programs to
assist children and their
families and to obtain up-
dated equipment,” a news
release stated. “The cen-
ter has provided hundreds
of people the resources
needed to address the
areas of child abuse. It
also provides families who
have suffered from these
horrible crimes, advocacy
counseling and programs
dedicated to restoring
self-confidence and heal-
ing to those children af-
fected.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Churchgoer returns bag full of cash
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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After you flush, every-
thing gone. That's the
point of flushing. Not a lot
of thought goes into what
happens afterwards usu-
ally.

But the journey that
waste takes in Newton
and most cities is an in-
teresting one. And a
costly one. But if you have
the stomach to follow it,
it's like one, giant science
fair. 

The City of Newton
opened its upgraded
wastewater treatment
plant for tours last week,
allowing about 100 or so
people a way to “follow
the flush” as the city pro-
moted the event. 

The plant is located out
on SW 14th near the con-
fluence of the Slate and
Sand Creeks. That's im-
portant as the plant needs
a creek to dump the
treated water into. 

The whole plant is sep-
arated from the property
it sits on by a large metal
fence and a bridge across
Slate Creek, making it
seem like a fortress. 

The city recently under-
took a $20-million project
to upgrade the facility
and bring it in line with
EPA rules.

The upgrades nearly
doubled the plant capac-
ity, taking it up to a max
of 8.1 million gallons
treated per day. 

After taking a tour of
the plant, its job can be
simplified into one func-
tion, removing enough
solids, nutrients and bac-
teria from wastewater to
turn it back into fresh
water. 

This process begins
with one large pipe.
Through that pipe finally
flows all of Newton's
sewage. 

The Pump Station
The pipe empties into a

pump station where all
waste goes through into
what they call a bar
screen. The bar screen fil-
ters out large objects—
think pieces of T-shirt,
goldfish, paper products
that won’t break down.
All the items get emptied
from the screen every 20
or so minutes, dumped
into a grinder, and then
deposited into two dump-
sters, which are emptied
once a week. Of all the
smells noticed at the
plant, this area smelt the
strongest, but the whole
plant didn't smell any-
where near as bad as one
would think. 

After the water is
screened, it is then
pumped upstairs into
large machines that look
like the spinners of a
giant washer.

The machines spin,
forcing the water through
a sieve and filtering out
smaller particles, such as
hair, grease and corn.

Another two dumpsters
of this stuff are collected
and removed once a week. 

Finally, since the water
is lifted up, it flows into
the treatment basins and
digesters. 

Digestion
This next part basically

amounts to maintaining a
cannibalistic microorgan-
ism zoo. 

Basically, all the
sewage flows through
basins, allowing bacteria
to break down and eat nu-
trients in the water. After
the nutrients’ nitrogen
and phosphorous are used
up, the microorganisms
then eat themselves. Plan
operators have to be care-
ful to maintain adequate
kinds of bacteria to make
sure the whole process
functions properly.

Gravity pushes the
water from one basin to
the next. In some basins,
varying amounts of air
are injected into the
wastewater to maintain
optimal environments for
different kinds of mi-
crobes. Some like no air,
some like a lot of air and
some like it in between. 

Catwalks criss-cross the
raised area, allowing an
easy walk suspended
above what looks like a
swimming pool of bub-
bling chocolate milk. 

Settling Out
After the digesters, the

water goes into large set-
tling vats where the nu-

trient-rich bacteria car-
casses and leftovers form
a mass that settles to the
bottom of the pools. An
arm rotates to catch any
grease remaining off the
top, and then the top of
the tank flows to a room
with an ultraviolet light
treatment system. The
bottom of the pool still
has a way to go.

UV Room
The skimmed off water

is subjected to ultraviolet
light, which kills off re-
maining bacteria. The
water is clear at this
point. The facility houses
a lab that constantly tests
for nutrients such as ni-
trates as well as ammo-
nia, bacteria and
phosphorous. The clean
water within EPA guide-
lines is then released out
of what could be the
largest waterfall in New-
ton—about a six or so foot
little waterfall that flows
into Slate Creek. 

Getting Rid of the
Solids

The bottom of the set-
tling pools get siphoned
off, and some are sent to
the digesters again to re-
seed bacteria, while oth-
ers get turned into
fertilizer. 

To do this, water is re-
moved from the solids and
a polymer is combined to
cause the sludge to cake
using a centrifuge. 

There are various
grades of this cake. At its
highest grade, it could be

purchased by the public,
allowing people to create
a circle of life and use it in
their garden if they were
especially brave. But
right now the city isn't
making the cake available
to the public. 

The finished product is
then tested and can be
used by farmers the city
contracts with to fertilize
fields since it's basically
nitrogen and phospho-
rous. 
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Hi. I’m Kylie!  I am a boxer, pit mix with a 
heart of gold. I would love to show you just 
how lovable and loyal I can be. I am young 

enough to have fun
running in the

yard and  
playing fetch, 

but would also
enjoy walks, and
cuddling in front

of the TV. Come
see me today.

Open 
7 days a week.
M, W, Th, F, Sat 

10am-5pm.
Tue 10am-6:30pm.

Sun. 1-5pm.

Paid for by the: Jim & Barb Stucky Endowment
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Furniture Warehouse
200 N. Main, Newton  

316-283-8536
1-800-439-0271

I put together. China cabinets, curios, 18 book
cases, old doors, recliners, chests, dressers, cedar
chests, full, queen, king beds. 8 tables with chairs, 

2 Ethan Allen Hard Rock Maple bedroom sets. 
I can't list it all.

COME DOWN TO SEE!

7 ESTATES

The long process of turning what you eat into fertilizer, clean water

Enrollment in Newton
USD 373 is down by
around 100 students this
year as compared to last.

That's according to the
report Newton schools
Superintendent Deborah
Hamm gave during the
board of education meet-
ing Monday night.

Enrollment included
1,040 students at Newton
High School, 1,227 in
kindergarten through
fourth grade, 461 in
grades five and six, and
505 in grades seven and
eight.

“So, we have some con-
cerns where we're at ex-
actly,” Hamm told board
members. “We're looking
at those numbers to see
what that means.”

That overall total
comes to 3,280 this year,
compared to 3,377 last
year making the differ-
ence 97 students.

“We also count partial
FTE [full-time equiva-
lency],” Assistant Super-
intendent Russ Miller
said. 

Hamm had other facts.
“The number of our

bilingual students is up
this year over last year,”
Hamm said. “We are
transporting more stu-
dents overall across the
district, and we have had
an increase in full-time
virtual students.”

She also said there's an
increase of students in
juvenile detention.

Hamm also talked
about school attendance,
saying poor attendance is

an early warning
sign of potential
dropouts, predic-
tor of academic
failure, costly for
the district and a
flag for student
disengagement.

“We're taking a
look at this,”
Hamm said. “We
feel like it's an im-
portant issue.”

She also discussed ACT
scores, saying one thing
that stood out from the
previous year was a sig-
nificant decrease in
scores from the previous
year. The overall compos-
ite score this year was
21.5, compared to 23.1 in
2015. She said a perfect
score is 36.

“It's really concerning,”
Board Member Tim
Hodge said.

On another topic,
Hamm said they cele-
brated Janice Overman's
retirement that day.
Overman had been with
the district since 1993,
Hamm said.

“We will miss her, but
she said she'll be around
to volunteer,” Hamm
said.

In other business, the
board:

• Listened to a report
from Kevin Greischar
with the DLR Group re-
garding the district's
comprehensive plan. One
idea he presented was re-
drawing attendance
areas for elementary
schools and possibly
adding a new school. No
action was taken.

• Numbered in five, as
Matt Treaster and Renee
Erickson were absent.

• Listened to a presen-
tation regarding the do-
nation of a CPR kit to
Newton High School.
Jennifer Thompson with
the American Heart As-
sociation talked about
the importance of CPR in
schools and that she
knew of a teenage girl
who collapsed and died.
No one at the scene did
any CPR on her or any-
thing to revive her.

“I want to thank you
for allowing us to partner
with Newton schools,”
said Vallerie Gleason,
president and chief exec-
utive officer of Newton
Medical Center.

Although Gleason is an
administrator now, she
said she has clinical ex-
perience. She told the
board about a time when
lightning struck a field of
cricket players.

“A number of the chil-
dren were brought to us,”
Gleason said. “Some of
them didn't make it from
the cardiac arrest of the
lightning strike. There
were a number of people
that night to do CPR—
not enough to go around.”

She said they'd like to
bring CPR knowledge to
as many people as they
can and that, typically,
high school students are

enthusiastic about learn-
ing new things. At one
point, a Newton Medical
Center employee gave a
demonstration of the
CPR technique, saying to
give about 100 chest com-
pressions a minute,
which can be done to the
song “Stayin' Alive.”

“Thank you for the do-
nation of the CPR unit,”
Board President Dick
Koontz said.

• Received guidelines
regarding raffles, which
now are legal. Miller said
the guidelines were pre-
sented for a first read,
and they plan to bring
the matter back in No-
vember for approval.

• Accepted a gift re-
quest. That included
$1,525 from Sunset Ele-
mentary School PTO to
the school for classroom
supplies for all grades
and field trips for kinder-
garteners. They also re-
ceived a pastel drawing
from Max Penner for the
McKinley Administrative
Center. It is valued at
$350.

• Approved 5-0 credit
card limits including to
not go higher than $5,000
per card for district pur-
chase cards and credit
cards used by Robotics
sponsors, and having
$500 monthly limits on
high school purchase
cards and $4,000 tempo-
rary limits. Each card
holder also must sign
agreements.

• Approved 5-0 the
building site council
meeting dates and mem-
bers for 2016-17.

• Met for about two
hours.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Newton USD 373 school enrollment decreases by 97

THE CIRCLE OF FLUSH

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Robert Roth, left, an operator at the wastewater treatment plant in Newton, talks to people looking it over
during an open house last week. 

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Wastewater goes through these large spinners to filter out grease, hair,
corn and other small particles. 

Voters have until Tuesday, Oct.
18, to register to vote in the upcom-
ing general election. 

Voters can pick up registration
forms at the library, city office,
county clerk's office or register on-
line. 

“It's definitely ramping up,” Har-
vey County Clerk Rick Piepho said.

“We're getting a lot of voter registra-
tions every day, and we're getting a
lot of advance by mail applications.”

Piepho said to register, voters just
need to fill out the form and provide
proof of citizenship documentation
by midnight on the day before the
election. He said the clerk’s office
will be open until 7 p.m. on Tuesday
for people to turn in registrations.
The form lists acceptable proofs of
citizenship, but Piepho said birth

certificates and passports were the
most common ones. He said his of-
fice would accept e-mailed photos of
such documents. 

When voters go to vote, they will
need a copy of a photo ID to vote in
all the races on the ballot. 

Races include the presidential
race, as well as many down ticket
races such as the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives race and the state sen-
ate and house races.

Registration deadline nearing for prospective voters

HammMiller

NEWTON NOW STAFF
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Ihave long waited for Republi-
can voters ask “have you no
sense of decency?”

For three weeks I've tried to
write a column on our commonal-
ity being greater than what di-
vides us.

The words won't come. 
Folks on the right and the left

of me both can contribute good
sets of ideas. We move forward se-
lecting the best of these. We must
respect those who hold different
political views. 

But I respect nothing about
Donald Trump. Ignorance, arro-
gance, braggadocio, fear, those
are not political views to be re-
spected.  

His candidacy should be a slap
in the face to Republicans. 

I thought long ago his party,
which for so long said it sup-
ported American Soldiers, would
tear him down for deriding pris-
oners of war like John McCain. I
thought the party would have
drawn the line at deriding the
family of a Gold Star soldier who
died defending the country.   

When story after story surfaced
about his financial blunders—the
casinos he bankrupted, the in-
vestors he swindled, the nearly $1
billion losses he claimed in a
year—I thought, for sure, that the
party which said that government
should be run like a business
would tell the financial failure,
“you're fired.” How are his fail-
ures something a party of fiscal
responsibility would approve of?

So often have I heard that party
speak on the importance of the
Constitution. How could they se-
lect a man who behaves as a dem-
agogue and despot, threatens to
punish the press during his candi-
dacy, to throw his opponent in jail
during his candidacy, to adminis-
ter religious tests during his can-
didacy?

I thought a party that so often
campaigns on family values would

reject Donald Trump, a man of
multiple affairs and marriages, a
man who the Pope called unChris-
tian. How could those so worried
about their wives and daughters
embrace a man who brags about
being able to grab women because
he's famous. So often I've heard
discussion of the sanctity of mar-
riage. In which marriages did he
display that? His first, second or
third? Or was it in the marriage
of an already married woman he
said he tried to sleep with by tak-
ing her furniture shopping. I
thought, finally, his party would
ask, “Have you no sense of de-
cency?”

I thought better of the Republi-
can Party. And I thought wrong. 

Had the party ran Marco Rubio,
John Kasich, Mitt Romney or
Paul Ryan, they'd likely have the
White House following this elec-
tion. 

Hillary Clinton has 30 years of
experience, and that history
makes her weak to attacks. She's
got plenty of scandals to hit on.
While she's likely an effective leg-
islator, she just lacks a “likeabil-
ity” factor that isn't necessary for
the presidency as much as it is
winning an election. Rarely does a
party hold the White House for
three terms. 

I wonder if years from now
those on the right will look at this
as a great blunder. Before them
stood an opportunity to stack the

Supreme Court, to control the
House, Senate and Presidency
and to reverse so much of the poli-
cies of the previous administra-
tion they decried. 

They could have nominated a
person worthy of the highest of-
fice in the country, of their ideals,
and instead they nominated
Trump. 

Trump is not what a Republi-
can used to be. He isn't fiscally re-
sponsible. He demeans American
troops. He threatens to trample
the Constitution. He demeans re-
ligious freedom. He degrades
women. And he's a fraud. 

He's capable of two acts:
screaming about defeating the
enemy and riling up an angry
mob by appealing to their basest
instinct of fear. Such talents bet-
ter serve a dictator than a presi-
dent.

Donald Trump spoke correctly
when he said he could shoot
someone in broad daylight and
not lose votes. Sadly, it appears
for some people there's no line of
decency for him to cross. 

Yet, if diehards insist on follow-
ing a nominee no matter what, it
would have been better for the
party and country that they nomi-
nate a dog. A dog may have defe-
cated during state dinners, yet
would have been far less of an
embarrassment. You can train a
dog. You can muzzle a dog. 

If Trump represents the ab-
solute best the Grand Old Party
can offer, what a sad, sad fall it
has been. 

And if not, then following this
election, the GOP has some soul
searching to do. Because with the
nomination of a man like Donald
Trump, the party let down their
own voters. And they've let the
entire country down.

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at 316-281-7899 

You can muzzle a dog  
Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the edi-

tor, Newton Now - 706 N.
Main, Newton, KS. 

E-MAIL: editor@harveycoun-
tynow.com

We welcome letters of gen-
eral interest to the community
and reserve the right to edit
for clarification or length. Let-
ters should be fewer than 400
words, and writers are limited

to one letter every other week.
Letters are due by noon on
Monday before publication and
must be signed with the
writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification

purposes. Only the name and
hometown will be included in
the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry,
open or anonymous letters or
letters printed elsewhere.

Sometimes, due to volume, let-
ters may need to hold although
this is not normally the case. 

Don't want a park to sell?
Sign a petition

“It is one of the blessings of old
friends that you can afford to be
stupid with them.” —Ralph
Waldo Emerson

The more old friends change,
the more they stay the
same. Sorry, I couldn’t

avoid using this tweaked cliche;
it’s just the way it is.

These people are the lifers. The
ones who remember all the sordid
details of years past and don’t
hold them against you. (In part
because you know just as many
details about them.) 

They’re the ones who helped
you through that first date and
eventually through the breakup.
And the next first date and that
breakup, too. They remember the
same teachers, they drove the
same circles, they had the same
conversations.

These friends I refer to as “old”
know who they are, and I trust
that the old reference will be for-
given. 

They are the group that both is
proud and slightly disturbed by
the actual number of years we’ve
been friends. We’ve shared a full
history of firsts.

Fast-forward from the golden

days and now we’re called “Mom”
more often than our first names.
Not that any one of us are fool
enough to take that for granted.
Our primary focus has evolved
from friendships to family, as it
should.

And today, for this reason or
that, we don’t see each other
often enough. We claim to have
too much to do. Then we have to
ask ourselves if we can justify
whiting out an entire calendar
square and leaving town.

Most of the time, the answer is
no. We tend to plan big and then
settle for less. But every so often,
because we’re also not fool
enough to believe we don’t need

to drive far away once in awhile,
things fall just right and we
make it out the door.

When it happens, whether it’s a
couple of meetings per year or a
couple of years between meetings,
we’re suddenly 17-ish again.

Wherever and whenever, it’s
time well spent. We don’t ask for
much. Just a special time when
the clouds part and the stars
align, presenting us with a few
consecutive hours and a waiter
who honors the promise of end-
less chips-and-salsa bowls. 

A lot of de-stressing can hap-
pen over a plate of smothered en-
chiladas. It’s a good place to be.

It’s good for our families, too.
We go home happier after we’ve
been reminded of our first names
again. 

It’s not selfish or unnecessary
me time. It’s them time. And
they’re worth it. After all, they
knew us then. And stuck around
in spite of it. 

Shelley Plett is a graphic de-
signer for the Free Press and

Kansas Publishing Ventures. She
can be reached at

shelley@hillsborofree press.com.

Of old friends and enchiladas

CARTOON BY AMY SMARSH-JOHNSON/NEWTON NOW

If as many people care about Camp Hawk as they say
they do, the sale of the park deserves a vote. 

This week editorial board members got a chance to
talk to both County Administrator John Waltner and
Brandon Nelson, who’s been leading the movement to
try to block the park's sale.

Simply put, the county made the case that the sale of
the 40-acre park would allow it to consolidate resources
and continue with the upkeep of existing parks. 

Waltner said the county could afford to pay for the
park, which costs it about $17,000 annually. But the
sale would save the county that money, plus the one-
time influx of cash would allow the county to catch up
on differed capital projects in East Park and West Park. 

Waltner made the case for the county, saying that
with decreasing or stagnant revenue streams, the
county owes it to its residents to use its money wisely.
Waltner and members of the Harvey County Commis-
sion have said it would be better to run two parks well
than three parks in a mediocre manner. 

Nelson, on the other hand, pointed out that the park
is the most accessible green space in the county. The
statement is backed up by its close location to Newton.
He said that the park has an exceptional Frisbee Golf
Course, which serves as a regional draw. The atten-
dance of 80-100 participants to the disc golf tourna-
ments organized regularly at the park support that
statement. 

And finally he questioned the logic and long-term
thinking of selling off appreciable county assets to fi-
nance other assets. 

He pointed out that the county selling off chunks of
parks in bits and pieces when money gets tight probably
isn't a sustainable future strategy or plan. 

He's right about that. And such an issue brings up a
certain 86-acre chunk of land south of Newton the
county still hasn't developed into a new fairgrounds and
expo center. Some would say selling empty ground
meant for a resource is better than selling a resource
the county already has. 

Long story short, the county had an idea on how to
improve its two existing parks. The problem with the
idea, however, is it negatively impacts a lot larger seg-
ment of the community than initially estimated. The
county may have been able to avoid all this hoopla by
simply asking around a bit more about the park before
deciding to sell it. 

If people really care about the park, they can stop the
sale. 

The group needs 425 petition signatures to force the
county to hold a vote if it decides to sell the park. The
county also has the option of simply not selling the
park. 

We managed to spend an afternoon out in the park.
It's a nice location, with plenty of open space.

Both groups make fair points. The county has to make
up costs somewhere. But if you don't think it should do
so by selling the park, we'd encourage you to sign the
protest petition. 

Where ever you sit on the issue, the petition exists in
state statute for a reason, and we're glad citizens are
using all the tools available in this local government. 

If as many people care about the park as they say
they do, then it will be up to voters across the county to
decide.

And in the case of a shared resource such as a park,
that's probably a good thing. 

—Newton NowEditorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

PARTS OF SPEECH

SHELLEY PLETT

Camp Hawk needs a vote for more voices
Jim Juhnke addressed the county commission last

week. He spoke calmly and politely and, with one ques-
tion, destroyed the credibility of that commission’s
“plan” to sell Camp Hawk.  

“What’s the model?” he asked. “When these new
amenities wear out, do we sell parts of East and West
Parks?”  

Commissioner Hague answered, “Well, I guess that
would be up to the people of Harvey County.”

See, the commission forecasts financial difficulties
ahead. And without any input from their citizens or
their Parks Advisory Board, they’ve determined there is
only one way forward.

Their plan? Sell Camp Hawk, an appreciable asset
both in terms of land value and meaning to the commu-
nity, for a one time cash injection earmarked solely for
depreciable amenities at the other parks.  

That is not a plan. That is a punt. It’s not just kicking
the can; it’s liquidating permanently a community asset
to defer the budget crisis for a few years.

They’d like you to believe there will be huge savings
by not having to carry this burdensome Camp Hawk.
But Camp Hawk is not the reason the parks need atten-
tion. Camp Hawk is far and away the most sustainable.
East and West operate at huge deficits each year and
will continue to do so regardless if we keep Camp
Hawk.  

The savings would be meager; the loss, enormous. For
this punt to have any real effect on future budgets, we
would need to sell one of the other two parks. But that,
too, would be folly.

We need a model.  We need to think deeply about
what we want from county parks. What are our priori-
ties? Only then can we decide how to meet them in a fi-
nancially sustainable way.

Priorities won’t be easy to agree upon. But I know we
can agree on No. 1: The greatest amenities are the
parks themselves. The land. The space. Wildlife, water,
trees, and open grasslands. Surely no amenity any-
where is more crucial than access to these.

We can’t face the current budget without loss, but
that loss needn’t be permanent. Let’s not pit neighbor
vs. neighbor. Let’s talk about the things we can’t imag-
ine living without as well as the things we can wait for.

Sign the petition to give Camp Hawk a vote and the
citizens of Harvey County their voices. Join the conver-
sation on our open Facebook group “Camp Hawk Vote.”
Or for more information, e-mail
CampHawkVote@gmail.com.

Brandon Nelson
North Newton
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As I drove up Cedar Crest
Drive toward the Governor's
Mansion, I kept asking my-

self what I got myself into. I
thought about turning around
more than once, but as the gates
opened and I saw the circle drive, I
knew there was no turning back. 

For some background, a week or
so after the last primary election,
a representative for Kansas Gover-
nor Sam Brownback called the
Kansas Press Association office
hoping to have the board over for a
casual lunch. 

I got word of the planned lunch
shortly after the phone call went
through, and I couldn't help but
wonder what the purpose for the
meeting really was. 

My "B.S." meter was off the
charts as I assumed someone was
just messing with us. I have heard
Brownback rail on the media more
often than I can count, and if he
hasn't reached out to us during his
first six years in office, I couldn't
imagine what he intended with
this meeting in his final two. 

As the date came closer and I re-
alized we were actually supposed
to have lunch with Brownback, I
started thinking about what I
would say or how I was supposed
to have a conversation with some-
one who hasn't said a nice thing
about my profession maybe ever. 

I am the new guy in the room.
I’m 31 years old and at least 10
years younger than anyone else on
the board, so I don't exactly fit in
always. I rarely wear a sport coat
(I hate dressing up), and I have a
big burly beard that looks like it
belongs to a brewer and not a
newspaper publisher. I can't imag-
ine what Brownback thought as he
saw me with everyone else. 

Regardless, I got out of my car
and looked up at the very beauti-
ful home where we were to have
lunch and took a deep breath and
walked in. 

The governor greeted us and my
fellow board members promptly,
going around the half circle, shak-
ing each hand and asking where
we were from. 

I perhaps have never ranted
about my dislike for mayonnaise
in Newton Now, but it’s a fact.
Lunch was mayonnaise heavy, and
the choices were chicken salad or
egg salad. I choked down half a
sandwich and some chips while lis-
tening to Brownback speak with
mostly the publishers from the
Garden City Telegram, Iola Regis-
ter and Lawrence Journal-World,
who were all positioned nearest to
him. 

I chimed in with a few questions
here and there as the conversation
quickly went from casual to politi-
cal. 

We touched on topics such as the
LLC tax cuts, school funding, the
property tax lid, transparency in
Topeka, and the recent shortfalls
in tax revenue. His positions were
what you would think. Brownback
deflected and stood strong on his
issues while the rest of us asked
questions and probed for answers.
He answered off the cuff the whole
lunch. 

Brownback made it clear things
are working in Kansas and
pointed toward Kansas City and
Johnson County as proof of eco-
nomic and job growth. No one on
the board runs a paper in Johnson
County or could see the growth he

touted in their areas, though. 
What about the rest of the state?

When will the prosperity reach the
rest of us? Well, if we had any
ideas, he said he would certainly
listen. He did point out the big
dips in the oil and ag economies as
part of the issue but didn't seem to
have a solution for the rest of
Kansas outside of those industries
rebounding. 

That wasn't exactly what we
were hoping to hear. Regardless, I
am glad I went through the lunch
and took the experience in.

I came away with a few observa-
tions. 

1. My colleagues are sharp and
don't back down. I am proud that
we had spirited discussion without
raised voices, name calling, or fin-
ger pointing. 

2. Brownback will go to the
grave thinking the direction
Kansas is in is for the best. He
truly believes in the direction we
are going in and didn't give any
reasons why we should change. 

3. I reflected on this exchange on
Sunday evening as I watched the
presidential debates in horror. At
our lunch, two groups seemingly
on two different sides of things
spoke for hours civilly and about
the issues. How can the two candi-
dates from the major parties not
be able to do the same? It was a
sad state of affairs. 

After the lunch, we all walked
back to our cars after a handshake
with the governor and thanking
him for inviting us to lunch. I
drove back to our Kansas Press
Association offices trying to figure
out what we accomplished. 

After some reflection, I realized
we accomplished dialogue and that
might be an important step as we
go into what will be another tough
session in Topeka.  

Joey Young is majority owner
and publisher of Newton Now.

My lunch with the governor Guest Editorial

Weigh in

Emotions don’t justify
unseating judges

For me, the Halloween/fall
season is the start of “the
holidays.” I've even already

started Christmas shopping. One
reason for this is I'm thinking I
won't feel the financial burden of
present buying so much if I start
it now. 

In my family, besides Christmas
gifts, we have several birthdays
for which we buy presents in No-
vember, December and January.
My sister's birthday is Nov. 24,
which is Thanksgiving this year,
my son Rodger's birthday is Nov.
25, my son Robert's birthday is
Dec. 1, my son Andy's birthday is
Jan. 11, and my boyfriend's birth-
day is in late January. In addi-
tion, my boyfriend's daughter's
birthday is around Dec. 3.

So that's a lot of birthdays
clumped in a few months. 

The holidays, for me, carry with
them traditions and memories. I
remember as a child my grandpa
acting like he could hear Santa's
reindeer on the roof. I recall a va-
riety of presents I received as a
kid and even as an adult. There
was the Strange Change Machine
I got and coats and fancy outfits
my parents gave me. There's a
certain fondness about those pres-
ents and how someone cared
enough to give them to me. I also
like the feeling I get when giving
gifts and watching someone open
presents I give to him or her. It's
the traditions that are important
to me and many others. 

One year, my family and I de-
cided not to buy Christmas pres-
ents. We decided that, but then I
saw all the people rushing about
buying presents and I felt sad I
wasn't going to be a part of that.
I'm not sure why. I like traditions.
They give us something we know
we can count on, something that is
steady and something that makes
us feel safe. At least it does for
me.

Our family definitely has tradi-
tions at Christmas, and even at
Halloween. On Christmas Eve, de-
pending on how much energy we
all have, we go to the Christmas
Eve church service in Manhattan,

followed by a nicely prepared
home-cooked meal of ham. If we
skip the service, we still have the
dinner. Then that night, one of us
(well, it's me now) puts together
stockings. In the morning, we first
have breakfast, complete with
Christmas Morning Rolls, as we
call them. Then, we get our stock-
ings and reveal what's in those.
Next, my kids pass out presents to
everyone, including the pets.

After that, we start unwrapping
presents, going one by one, from
youngest to oldest. Usually, one of
the pets is the youngest, and my
dad is the oldest.

This is followed by my sister
putting a turkey in the oven with
a stick of butter added for great
flavor, and then some of us go into
a Christmas coma because we get
so excited opening presents. All of
us help with cooking. There's also
the traditional cleaning of the liv-
ing room of boxes and wrapping
paper. In addition to the turkey,
there's cooking of many tradi-
tional dishes, like stuffing, rolls,
pies (I usually make mine ahead
of time and bring them), more
pies, green bean casserole and a
corn casserole.

Our Thanksgiving weekend tra-
ditions include shopping, eating
turkey and watching a movie, usu-
ally “Cold Comfort Farm.” That's
a great movie. You should watch
it. However, this year's movie
might be “The Full Monty,” as my
mom suggested recently. We have
the Thanksgiving meal around 2
or 3 p.m., and then for dinner,
there's always pie. Yum, espe-
cially with whipping cream.

Last weekend, I visited the
town in which my parents and sis-

ter reside—Manhattan, Kan., not
the other Manhattan. I went there
to see the musical “Sweeney Todd:
The Demon Barber of Fleet
Street.” It was a great production,
by the way, and my sister directed
it. 

As I drove in the neighborhood
where my parents live, I remem-
bered Halloweens of yesterday
when I trick-or-treated there,
gathering gobs of sugary treats.
That's another family tradition—
trick-or-treating. However, since
my kids are grown now, we don't
do that anymore. I also recall tak-
ing my kids trick-or-treating in
that same neighborhood where I
grew up. One time, Andy was so
excited, he kept running in front
of us from house to house. He was
a streak of sugary excitement.

Another time, my youngest son
sprained his knee and couldn't go
door to door, so his brothers
brought an extra container along
when they went, telling folks their
brother couldn't go because of his
injury. They brought back a bunch
of candy for Robert. Nice brothers.

After my kids were done trick-
or-treating, I'd have to check the
candy. Other Halloween traditions
have included decorating, visiting
a graveyard and, of course, hand-
ing out candy. Another thing is
when my grandma was alive,
she'd keep track of how many
trick-or-treaters came to the door.
My mom does that, and now I do
the same.

This Halloween weekend, my
mom, sister, me and son Rodger
plan to go to Atchison, which is
supposed to be the most haunted
town in Kansas. They have ghost
tour trolley rides, and we're also
going to go on a ghost hunt. My
sister and mom have been making
an annual trip there, and we're
joining them this year. 

Yes, traditions are something
we all like and need, I believe, in
this crazy world.

Wendy Nugent is the features ed-
itor at Newton Now. She can be

reached at 316-281-7899 or
wendy@harveycountynow.com. 

Traditions instill a sense of comfort, belonging
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Kansans’ respect for individual rights and the rule of
law are on the ballot Nov. 8, personified by the names of
five Kansas Supreme Court justices and six Court of Ap-
peals judges.

Voters will be asked to say “yes” or “no” to the ques-
tion of whether each of the eleven will continue on the
bench or be replaced by people chosen by Gov. Sam
Brownback. 

If any or all are dismissed, Brownback will have the
go-ahead to mold the top levels of the state’s judiciary
(comprising seven justices and 14 judges) according to
his personal ideology.

That awesome and lasting influence should not be
handed to anyone for transient, contrived or illogical
reasons, but Kansas law requires that judges at those
levels stand periodically for retention.

Thus voters need to think deeply about what judicial
independence from political and social trends looks like
and what criteria should be met before they dismiss sit-
ting judges. 

Whether elected or appointed, judges can never be
wholly free of political influence because they are part of
a carefully structured governing plan based on popular
consent, i.e. politics. But securing individual liberties is
the goal of that system, and independent judges are the
only part of the system that guarantees any aggrieved
individual a chance for relief.

Kansans will be hearing two emotion-laden argu-
ments for voting “no” on some or all of the retentions. 

--That the Supreme Court used “a technicality” to va-
cate the death sentences of the monstrous Carr broth-
ers.

--That members of the appeals court refused to ban a
second-semester abortion method called dilation and
evacuation and thus must be “pro-abortion.”

Despite the genuine and understandably deep feelings
of the Carr victims’ families and of people with religious
and moral convictions about abortion, those feelings do
not warrant in themselves unseating experienced
judges. 

The Kansas court’s opinion was that the death
penalty phase of the Carr prosecution violated rights
guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution’s Eighth Amend-
ment (the U.S. Supreme Court disagreed.) A right em-
bodied in the constitution is hardly a “technicality” in
the pejorative sense that word is often used. In fact, our
entire system of laws and processes is nothing more
than a fabric woven of technical requirements. Judges
may not decide that one person is entitled to a right
while another, no matter how depraved, is not.

The abortion issue is even foggier. The Court of Ap-
peals was deadlocked seven to seven on the question of
whether the Kansas constitution contains a right to
abortion. Whether a judge approves of abortion should
have nothing to do with answering that question. Four
of the appeals judges on the ballot decided that the right
exists, two that it doesn’t. Those decisions say nothing
about their personal views on abortion.

The eleven judges have respected the rule of law and
individual rights and done nothing to warrant removal.

—Davis Merritt, a Wichita journalist and author, may
be contacted at dmerritt9@cox.net

Voters should thoughtfully
consider candidates before voting

In this unprecedented election year, sometimes people
say they are voting for the lesser of two evils. I don't
think that's quite accurate. I came up with a thought
that might express it best: "Voters will vote for a candi-
date based on what they are willing to believe about a
candidate and what they are willing to ignore."

And this applies to both the candidate you favor and
the one you oppose. I have used this on several occa-
sions this year.

So the next time your crazy uncle or co-worker at-
tacks you about politics, use that saying. They may just
stop, think, and say, "Hey, you know, that's right." and
walk away. 

The next quote is one I heard from a thoughtful com-
mentator. He said, "Elections are always about one of
two things: change or more of the same." He's right, but
when voting for change, it comes at what price? And,
"more of the same" candidates can still adjust and
change what has been done in the past. 

May voters thoughtfully consider their voting with
the wisdom and humility that no human candidate is
perfect.

Brian D. Stucky
Goessel

Say what?
You don’t choose your
family. They are God’s
gift to you, as you are to
them.

Desmond Tutu
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vibrations through me. So that
kind of landed my career, I
think.”

There also were other factors
that contributed to her love of
music, starting with when she
was a baby.

“It was my parents who
schooled me a lot in music,” she
said. “As a baby, they played
symphony music to keep me
quiet. My father was a professor
at Bethel College in music, so did
I have a chance?” she said, jok-
ingly.

Her dad was David Suderman,
who was a professor there for 40
years.

Dunn said she and her parents
traveled a great deal, and her fa-
ther studied with Robert Shaw.
In addition, she and her parents
went to San Diego, where she got
to hear performances when her
dad sang with Shaw and Roger
Wagner.

“My father told me that ‘God
gave you a gift, and you need to
give it back to him,’” Dunn said.  

Dunn had the opportunity to
take music history from her fa-
ther while attending Bethel Col-
lege, where she earned a degree
in violin performance and music
education.

Years later, around the late
1990s, Dunn played with the
NMKSO when Shaw came to
North Newton for a sing-along to
benefit Arts in Prison; Dunn said

Voth directed.
Throughout her life, Dunn has

kept busy with music, which in-
cluded teaching and playing. She
still plays a violin made in 1890. 

“Wherever I've lived, I've
found a string quartet to play
with,” Dunn said. “So each town
I lived in, I played in a sym-
phony.”

From 1995 through 2007,
Dunn taught orchestra in
Hutchinson, where she was
based in a middle school and
traveled to six elementary
schools.

Dunn has also given private
music lessons much of her life
starting as a sophomore in high
school. 

“I've always had a studio in
my home,” she said, adding at
one point, she had 30 students
per week.

In addition to playing in the
local symphony, Dunn is a mem-
ber of the Hutchinson Sym-
phony, where she was
concertmaster for 20 years. She
said it's wonderful to see some of
her former students join the

Hutchinson and Newton sym-
phonies.

“It's so great to see these kids
who have memories of orchestra
in middle school and high
school,” she said.

Her husband, Jim, is a retired
pastor of Mennonite churches,
and through their marriage,
they've resided, in addition to
Kansas, in Indiana and Illinois.

“Someday, she'll learn to play
that thing,” her husband Jim
joked of her violin skills, adding
she just fiddles and doesn't work.

Dunn said, to that she replies
jokingly, “Preachers only work
one day a week.”

Joking aside, Dunn said her
music is part of her faith.

“That's the way I worship,” she
said. “It's part of my being, my
language, my personal language.
Also, playing with other musi-
cians. It's the ability musicians
have to give and take. It's a les-
son in collaboration, but not [just
that]. It's the ability to communi-
cate.”

With the NMKSO, Dunn has
seen many directors over the
years, yet she remains impressed
with the latest two maestros. 

Dunn said she's impressed
with the current director, as well
as a former one.

“Don Kehrberg was an incredi-
ble leader as far as organization
and commitment,” Dunn said.

And what becomes clear from
Dunn's lifetime of violin is the
obvious. Dunn really likes music.

“It allows my soul to speak,
and it's interactive,” she said.
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community.”
Organizers have submitted a

petition application form to the
county, and Nelson said they
hope to get out and about grab-
bing signatures of registered
voters at the beginning of next
week. They also formed a group
on Facebook called Camp Hawk
Vote in order to facilitate the
paper petition drive.

The group has until Nov. 7 to
file a protest petition containing
the names of two percent of reg-
istered voters in the county,
which would be at least 424 peo-
ple. As of Oct. 5, there were
21,197 registered voters in the
county.

“People seem to be getting ex-
cited,” Nelson said. “I'm feeling
like it's been a good few days. I
hope people avail themselves.
This is our only opportunity to
be heard.”

The county's case
Harvey County Administrator

John Waltner said the county is

looking into selling the park to
help pay for upkeep of the
county's other two larger parks,
East and West Park.

“This isn't to say it's not a
beautiful place,” he said. “It
clearly does speak to people in
ways the other two parks don't.
But right now in an environ-
ment where revenue streams
will be static or reduced, it
seems like the more responsible
thing to do is pay attention to
the two legacy parks.”

Waltner said the county could
afford Camp Hawk and the an-
nual cost of the park, which has
been pegged at $17,000.

Waltner said money from the
sale could be used to replace
aged playground equipment and
other capital projects at East
and West Park, however.

Basically, the idea is to do a
better job at two parks, rather
than spreading resources over
three.

Waltner and the county com-
mission repeatedly stated that
cuts in state funding and a
shifting of state responsibilities
as well as an encroaching prop-
erty tax cap have squeezed and

will continue to squeeze the
county's budget.

The squeeze made providing
amenities, such as replacing
playground equipment in a
park, a difficulty. Waltner said
the county deferred replacing
four sets of playground equip-
ment at East and West Parks,
which cost between $30,000 and
$40,000 each.

A top disc golf course
So far much of the conversa-

tion about saving the park has
centered on its disc golf course,
which supporters contend is one
of the best in the region.

The course regularly draws
crowds for tournaments, which
can draw 80-100 disc golfers
from around the region.

“The disc golf course has been
shaped and loved by volunteers
for 16 years,” Nelson said. “It's
on people's maps. People region-
ally and even traveling cross
country will check the reviews
of Camp Hawk and come out
and play it.”

According to Nelson, the mix
of woods, open spaces and water
at the park make the course

challenging, fun and not one
that could be replaced.

“It's loved,” he said. “That's it.
It's loved the way courses just
aren’t.”

Nelson said, though, that
while disc golf was an important
aspect of the park, the park
serves as an important green
space near Newton for all Har-
vey County residents to use.

“Disc golf should be a small
part of this conversation,” he
said. “Disc golfers are out in
front because we congregate and
we have a community. Other
users of the park don't have that
vehicle.”

The park sports a four-acre
fishing pond as well as camp
fire rings and rental facilities
for gatherings.

Waltner said in rentals the
park generates between $8,000
and $9,000 annually.

The park's future
For now the future of the park

remains uncertain.
A successful protest petition

would give the county commis-
sion two options, Waltner said.
It could go ahead and try to sell

the park, but to do so would re-
quire a county-wide vote. The
commission already expressed a
wish to avoid holding a special
election on the issue, so the vote
wouldn't be held until the gen-
eral election in November of
2017. The other option would be
to drop the issue following a
successful petition campaign.

If organizers do not collect
enough signatures, the county
could go ahead with trying to
sell the park.

Waltner said as of this time,
the county has no buyer in mind
and hasn't been contacted by a
buyer. He said the county would
be looking for a price on the
park large enough to make
needed upgrades to the other
two parks. If the offers were
below that number, it would not
sell the park. Waltner, at a pre-
vious commission meeting, said
that an appraiser estimated the
value of the park to be $300,000.

Those interested in signing
the protest petition can visit the
Facebook page “Camp Hawk
Vote” for updates on when and
where to do it or e-mail cam-
phawkvote@gmail.com.
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products in Newton as well
as in surrounding areas. 

“I have customers come
from everywhere,” he said. 

He said in some areas
there's not enough of a de-
mand to support a store like
his, McPherson for example,
so he benefits from cus-
tomers driving down the
highway to Newton. 

“My wife, she likes to do
it,” he said of working at the
store. “We don't make a lot
of money, but we make a lit-
tle money here and there,
and it pays expenses.”

The store is open seven
days a week, and the opera-
tion is a family affair. 

Rosendo still works out-
side of the store, but it does
provide a job for Maria as
well as support daughter
Jenny attending college at
Wichita State. 

The family ended up run-
ning a grocery store out of
necessity. 

Rosendo, 65, lived with his
family in Bakersfield, Calif.,
at the time and called the
state home since immigrat-
ing from Mexico at age 19. 

Upon visiting Newton
while on a vacation, he said
he and his wife decided they
liked the area and wanted to
live in Newton as they grew
older. Rosendo said Newton
seemed friendly and had
good neighborhoods. 

They bought a house and
the building that houses the
store, which was previously
a mini market and gas sta-
tion, with the plans of mak-
ing it a tire or mechanic
shop.

With buying a house and a
building, however, money
ran short to get the neces-
sary tools, and since the
store had fridges already in
place, the Macias decided to
make it a mini market. 

“We had to continue work-
ing,” he said. “My wife
needed to keep working, and
we said, ‘We have this build-
ing.’ Now my daughter is
going to college to learn
something. She comes here
to help us, and we pay for
her.”

Since opening the store,
they've been getting by.
Rosendo said the business
they run isn't a lot, but it’s
the right size.

“We don't make much
money, though it's easier
that way,” he said. “It's not
very hard to take care of
taxes.” 

He said if the business
grew so would costs like in-
surance, staffing and taxes.

During their time running
La Bonita, the family said

it's gotten to know the com-
munity. 

That statement is appar-
ent trying to interview
Rosendo. He sat at a table in
the store while people
streamed in, halting the
conversation to chat with
him in English or in Span-
ish. 

They know some of the
people through the store and
others through the churches
they attend, splitting be-
tween St. Marys and Our
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic
Churches.

“We make friends,” he
said. “We try to help people,
help poor people.”

Rosendo said if that
means swallowing $10 or
$20 on groceries like a gal-
lon of milk when someone's
broke and needs the food, so
be it. 

“We're not going to be
poor for $20,” he said. “At
Christmas we try to give
free food for the people.”

The store also serves as a
location for people to cash
checks, something that
Rosendo saw as a need for
people in Newton lacking
government issued identifi-
cation that is usually re-
quired when a check is
cashed. 

“No one was cashing
checks to them,” he said.
“Some, they don't have a
special ID.”

Rosendo didn't like a 10
percent cashing rate others
were charging to cash the
checks of those lacking
proper identification. 

He said he “knocked on
the doors of a lot of banks”
and has worked out a sys-
tem to cash checks cheaper.
He said he tries to offer it as
a service and only charges a
small amount to pay to keep
providing the service. 

“I'm not trying to make a
business of it,” he said. “I'm
trying to help.”

The Macias plan to keep
operating the store for three
or so more years, the time it
will take their daughter to
complete schooling. After
that they may retire to take
a well-deserved break. 

“We need to rest a little
bit,” he said. “It's not a hard
job, but you have to stay
here.”

He said he hopes someone
will continue their little
store afterwards. 

Overall, Rosendo said he
was glad his family came to
Newton.  He thinks crime
and theft can be a problem,
especially in the downtown
area, but outside of that,
he's happy. 

“It's a small town,” he
said. “There are nice people.
More people are better than
the bad people around.”

ADAM STRUNK/NEWTON NOW
Rosendo and wife Maria Macias pose in front of merchandise at their store
La Bonita. The couple has run the store, which features Mexican and Central
American imports, for nine years.
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Since Penner doesn't live in
town and Dobson is her family's
pet, in addition to his Kidron job,
if it's hot outside, they can take
him shopping. The State of
Kansas is unique in that it allows
those types of dogs that kind of
public access, Penner said, and at
Kidron, they have a certified team
that can take him out. Penner is
Dobson's handler.

From the sounds of it, Dobson
has a “pet” persona and a “work”
personality.

“He comes to work every day
with me, and he just goes from
place to place,” Penner said.

Dobson wears a work vest, and
people are purposeful when tak-
ing it off of him, so when it's put
back on, that signals to Dobson
it's time to be serious—it's time to
work.

“The part for me that's really
amazing—he knows when some-
one needs him” Penner said.
“When I see Dobson when he's in
work mode and he just rocks it—
that proud mama moment. I did-
n't know what to do, and he did.”

She's amazed at how good he is
with residents and also is amazed
this is the same dog she told at
home to leave the pigs alone.

Penner and Dobson do pro-
grams at schools and talk about
emotions. She tells kids seeing-
eye dogs are for people to avoid
obstacles and that there also are
medic-alert dogs. She says ther-
apy dogs specialize in emotions.
He doesn't react to emotions; he's
supposed to be a calm presence
for someone when he or she is ex-
pressing emotions.

“He was trained partially at
Ellsworth Prison,” Penner said,
adding he was exposed to many
humans having emotions while
there.

Now, he spends a lot of time
comforting residents, staff and
visitors. One time, there was a
granddaughter at Kidron Bethel
who was sitting with someone
near the end of life. The young
lady was loud and upset, and
Dobson just went up to her, and
she started petting him, which
seemed to calm her.

“It takes that stress away,”
Penner said. “You can cry with
him, and he's not going to tell
anybody. She came out of the

room and was crying. He just
comes and sits next to the girl
who was dealing with her
grandpa. It's instances like that
that amaze me.”

Dobson also is polite. In fact, on
Monday morning, he usually vis-
its a certain resident, and that
morning, the resident had fallen
asleep reading. Penner found
Dobson lying at the entrance to
the room with his front paws ex-
tended waiting for the man to in-
vite him into the room. Penner
said they're training Dobson to
wait to be invited into rooms be-
fore entering.

Dobson mostly visits residents
in the healthcare portion of
Kidron, and one resident sees to it
he has water. There's even a lady
with whom he walks the halls.

“It's the cutest thing,” Penner
said. “It's just her, her walker and
the dog. He provides that calm,
therapeutic presence, even to staff
members. He doesn't bring any of
that baggage [that humans do]—
just a presence.”

It's apparent residents enjoy
Dobson, since they and staff stop
to pet him.

“I like dogs,” resident Carol Poil
said. “My mother didn't want
them in the house, but we took
them in anyway.”

Poil agreed with Penner it
would be odd to live in a place
without a dog, and Poil used to
have a pooch named Jack. 

“He's good with residents here,
and when I go out to South
Breeze, he also is good with the

kids out there,” Penner said about
Dobson.

Lots of people have those pets
they call friends in their lives.

“Sometimes, health issues come
up,” Penner said. “[Residents]
have to get rid of a dog before
they move in. That's a huge loss.
He helps fill that void.”

Penner also said Dobson can
trigger happy thoughts with resi-
dents.

“It triggers all of these stories
and happy memories, and it
makes it feel like home, I think,”
Penner said.

Not everyone has that type of
relationship with animals, but
some do, she said.

“His presence brings up memo-
ries with those people that do
have a relationship,” Penner said.
“It's just a confirmation of that
love.”

Dobson also is incorporated into
walks there, and residents take
turns walking him outside. The 8-
year-old pooch also puts up with a
lot from the humans, since they
dress him up as a pumpkin for
Halloween and an elf for Christ-
mas.

Dobson knows 50 commands,
including stay, sit, down, dance,
up, out, no sniff, no shake and
shake.

He also did something right
along with the residents at
Kidron Bethel, which was to get
physical therapy for his knees.

“He has the right personality
for it,” Penner said about Dobson.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Kidron Bethel employees, from left, Sarah Andrews, Sydney Mook and Morgan Schrock
enjoy Dobson.
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The Newton Mid-Kansas
Symphony opens its 60th
Anniversary Season with
the Fall Classics Concert at
4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 16, in
Bethel College Memorial
Hall. 


