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PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Wood-turning hobbyist John Buckner works on a lathe in his garage. 

John Buckner likes to turn
wood that has a story be-
hind it.

Buckner makes a variety of
items, including pens, tops,
thimbles and clocks, by turn-
ing them on a lathe in his
shop, which is in his garage
attached to his North Newton
home. 
“I try to use woods with sto-

ries behind 'em, and I do write
up lots and lots of brochures
about the wood itself,” Buck-
ner said.
For example, one of the ma-

terials he's used is Thomas
Jefferson cherry wood. Buck-
ner made a conductor's baton
from cherry wood he procured
during a trip a few years ago
to a sawmill about 20 miles
away from Thomas Jefferson's
plantation, Monticello, which
is near Charlottesville, Va.
The sawmill deals extensively
with restored and recovered
lumber.
“To my delight, the sawyer

showed me some cherry wood

Reba's Restaurant has closed. 
The Newton fine dining standby at 301 N.

Main St. had operated 11 years before making
the announcement on Tuesday.
“It is with great sadness to let you know that

Reba's has closed its doors after 11 wonderful
years of serving you,” Reba Ballard announced
on the restaurant's Facebook page. “I will miss
all of my loyal customers and leave here with a
heavy heart, and many, many beautiful memo-
ries.”
The restaurant had survived a 2009 fire with

the community having benefits to get it back
into operation. 
However, recently the restaurant was facing

difficult financial times, according to co-owner
Lander Ballard. 
“We just had a tough last year,” he said of the

restaurant he and wife Reba own. He said they
sat down, evaluated the numbers and made the
decision.  
Reba's ranked as No. 3 out of 51 Newton

restaurants based on reviews from Trip Advisor.
Reba's ranked at No. 2 on YELP. 
Lander Ballard said in the future they hope to

possibly reestablish a restaurant and that right
now, they were looking to sell Reba's. 

Everyone is busy making plans for 2016,
which got us wondering: what exactly does New-
ton's city commission envision for the coming
year?
We sent a survey to all commissioners as well

as contacted them by phone to make sure they
received the survey asking just what they ex-
pected to accomplish and what problems they
saw ahead. Some answers varied, while others
touched upon recurring themes; lowering sewer
rates, keeping taxes in line, pushing forward on
a police station and figuring out next year’s
budget. Here's how Mayor Glen Davis and Com-
missioners Barth Hague, Kathy Valentine, Dave
Nygaard answered our questions. Leroy Koehn
did not return his survey or phone calls. We've
dedicated a good amount of space for the an-
swers, as we believe communication between
elected officials and citizens is not only impor-
tant but necessary for moving Newton forward. 

What's a 2015 accomplishment the 
commission made that you are proud of?

Davis: We didn't raise taxes, and we didn't
raise the mill levy.

Hague: I think we have more work to do as a
commission before we can begin to claim accom-
plishments.

Commissioners
address future
of community

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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Spinning hobby

LOCAL MAN CREATES OBJECTS FROM MATERIALS WITH STORIES

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See SPINNING / 10

John Buckner has made a variety of tops. 

“I try to use woods with stories behind 'em,
and I do write up lots and lots of brochures
about the wood itself.” 

- John Buckner

Reba’s Restaurant
and bar closes up

NEWTON NOW STAFF

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Jennifer Burns drives an animal control truck around
town.

One day in Newton, a
turkey vulture followed a
woman while she was get-
ting her paper outside and
poked her in the leg with its
beak.
Jennifer Burns, animal

control officer for the City of
Newton responded to the
tame vulture, not exactly a
common find in the wild. 
“Followed me out to my

truck,” said Jennifer Burns,
animal control officer for the
City of Newton. “[…] He
would approach people and

walk up to them.” 
So, Burns put the bird in a

carrier and called Wildlife
and Parks. She told
them she had a
turkey vulture,
to which the
man with
Wildlife and
Parks said,
“No you
don't” and
that a per-
son just can't
get close to one.
Burns sent him

to the Hutchinson
Zoo, and representatives
there said the vulture had
been hand raised.
“They took him on,” Burns

said about the Hutchinson
Zoo and the turkey vulture.
“He knew how to be hand

fed, and that was it.”
“We get oddball
animals that we

think belong
to some-
one—just
don't know
who,”

Burns said,
recalling the
story of a

young coyote to
which she re-

sponded.
“He had a purple collar

on,” Burns said, adding he

Burns has variety of experiences as animal control
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See BURNS / 8

Jordan is police chief by day,
girls basketball coach by
night - Page 11

New Year brings
spike in business

Page 8



Santa seems to truly
understand me.

For the last two years,
he deposited a beautiful,
delicious box of Andes
Mints in my stocking.
I managed to hoard

last year’s box—eating it
little by little—all the
way until this Christmas,
so I was extremely
thankful that my stock
was replenished.
Santa also clearly un-

derstands my sister, be-
cause he left her stocking
Andes-Mint-free. 
She has never been a

mint fan, which was fine
to me, because that
meant she gifted me with
every candy cane and
after-dinner mint she got
when we were kids. She
also never stole my gum.
It was a great relation-
ship (for me, at least).
In the spirit of deli-

cious things with mint in
them (sorry, sis), I have a
great recipe for you this
week. Granted, it looks a
bit Christmas-y, but it’s
so good and so extremely
easy that you should put

it on your snack list year-
round.
I found this recipe

through the Pioneer
Woman, Ree Drummond,
on her blog. You can find
it at http://thepioneer-
woman.com/cooking/easy-
peppermint-fudge/.
It is so simple and easy

that I left it pretty much
alone.

Easy Peppermint
Fudge

Ingredients
3 cups semi-sweet

chocolate chips (that’s
about one and one-half
12-ounce bags)
14 ounces sweetened

condensed milk
about 10-12 pepper-

mint candies

Directions

Crush the peppermint
candies into easily chew-
able pieces in a plastic
bag (I used the smooth
side of my meat mallet to
whack ’em into bits).
Prepare an 8x8-inch

square pan by lining it
with foil or waxed paper.
Put the chocolate chips

in a microwave-safe bowl
and microwave 30 sec-
onds at a time, stirring
in between, until the
chocolate chips are
smooth and melted.
Pour the sweetened

condensed milk into the
chocolate chips and mix
until well-combined (this
will take a little muscle if
you don’t work quickly).
Dump the chocolate

mixture into the pan and
smooth it out to fill the
corners.
Sprinkle the pepper-

mint pieces evenly over
the top of the fudge and
press them down with
your fingers or a spatula
to make sure they stick
into the chocolate.
Refrigerate for a few

hours or until the fudge
is completely cool and set

up.
Cut into small pieces

and store in an airtight
container.
This fudge is rich and

delicious—you don’t need
a large piece to really
enjoy it. Plus, it’s cheap
and easy to make, which
is always a plus.
And if someone com-

plains that you’re mak-
ing a treat that looks too
Christmas-y after the

season is over, just re-
fuse to share your fudge
when them. You don’t
need that kind of nega-
tivity in your life.

Lindsey Young is the 
co-owner of Kansas 

Publishing Ventures
which publishes Newton

Now. She is a proud
Bethel grad. You can 

contact her at 
lindsey@clarionpaper.com
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Police respond after ‘polite’
woman asks about bank robbing

There are right ways
and wrong ways of get-
ting a loan.
And Dec. 30, a 49-year-

old Kentucky woman
went about it the wrong
way.
At 12:53 p.m. the New-

ton Police Department
and Harvey County Sher-
iff’s office were dis-
patched to a call of an
attempted bank robbery
at Community National
Bank and Trust, 127 N.
Main St.
The call was prompted

by a 50-year-old woman
from Louisville, Ky., ask-
ing a teller at the bank
for a loan of $50,000, ac-
cording to Newton Police
Lt. Scott Powell.

The woman was told
the bank could not just
give her $50,000. The
woman then asked if she
would be in trouble if she
robbed the bank.
The woman was in-

formed that she would
be.
She then asked if she

would still be in trouble
if she gave the money
back or no one was hurt.
Again she was told

that she would be.
The woman eventually

was asked to wait for a
manager to speak to. Po-
lice were called to a re-
port of a “polite lady
maybe trying to rob the
bank,” Powell said.
“The bank handled it

perfectly,” he said,
adding that the whole
situation was bizarre.
The woman left before

police showed up, though
she did leave contact in-
formation for the bank’s
manager, Powell said.
Powell said the Newton

Police Department would
not be pursuing the case
after speaking with the
county attorney.
Powell said it would be

difficult convicting the
woman of any crime such
as aggravated robbery
since she did not
threaten anyone, hurt
anyone or leave with any
money.
Powell said the depart-

ment thinks the woman
has since left town.
Powell also wanted to

address rumors circulat-
ing on social media that a
robbery took place and
that the police depart-
ment had a person in
custody.

“We were fighting so-
cial media,” Powell said.
“People were posting
false information. In this
day and ag,e people don’t
need facts for a good
story.”
Powell recommended

that people either defer
to local media outlets or
releases by the police de-
partment before jumping
to conclusions or propa-
gating rumors.
Early social media re-

ports did pique the inter-
est of at least two
Wichita TV stations,
which made the journey
up to Newton.
Powell informed them

of the situation as he
walked in the room, jok-
ing that he wanted to
avoid being on camera,
before he was then inter-
viewed on camera.

This fudge is ‘mint’ to be enjoyed

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Peppermint fudge is a rich, easy snack that can be made in a matter of
minutes.

McPherson County 
mutilation shares 
some similarities
to Newton crime

A cow appears to have
been mutilated in
McPherson County dur-
ing the New Year's holi-
day, which would be the
second in as many weeks
in the area.
On Jan. 1, a farmer

near Canton found one
of his pregnant cows
with its eye cut out and
dead.
On Dec. 18, a bull was

mutilated and killed just
east of Newton, prompt-
ing an investigation by
the Harvey County
Sheriff's Department. So
far, there are no leads or
suspects in the Newton
case, according to Sheriff
T. Walton.
Walton said he con-

tacted the owner of the
McPherson cow. 
Walton would not go

as far to say the
McPherson mutilation
was related to the New-
ton mutilation but ad-
mitted it was a
possibility. 
“We saw similar

things,” he said about
the two cases. “The ani-
mal was off the beaten
path; you wouldn't see it
from the road. Someone
would have to know the
area.”
Walton said the

Kansas Department of
Wildlife was investigat-
ing the case and did skin
the animal finding a
needle puncture that
could have either been
the cause of death for

the animal or made by
an antibiotic shot. The
animal and its dead calf
represent an $8,000 loss
for the owner, Walton
said. 
Walton said authori-

ties are awaiting toxicol-
ogy results from both
animals. 
In the meantime, the

owner of the killed
McPherson cow is offer-
ing a $5,000 reward for
anyone who has infor-
mation leading to the
apprehension of those
who killed his cow. 
Walton said he has

been in contact with
other sheriff's offices and
agreed with the Butler
County office that if an-
other mutilation occurs
in either of their juris-
dictions, they will treat
it as a full-on crime
scene investigation. 
“We can't move for-

ward if we don't have
any evidence,” Walton
said. 
Walton said now that

they know what they are
dealing with, the hope is
to be much more rigor-
ous in the early part of
investigations. 
Walton said the mes-

sage to be on the lookout
has been distributed to
farmers and ranchers.
He did have a message
to those perpetrating
such crimes. 
“My advice to those

doing this is a lot of
these farmers and
ranchers are armed, and
if you're going to be put-
ting an animal down,
you might be laying
down next to them.”

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Moody to celebrate 80th birthday
Don Moody of Newton will celebrate his 80th

birthday on Tuesday, Jan. 12. 
Moody's family invites relation and friends to the

Veterans of Foreign Wars hall in Newton for a birth-
day reception for Moody from 3 to 6 p.m. on Satur-
day, Jan. 9
Moody is an active volunteer in the community

and has served as a former post commander for the
VFW. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Last year's tree, this year's mulch

Christmas has come
and gone, but the ques-
tion of what to do with the
Christmas tree can leave
some people stumped. 
But for the City of New-

ton, people can just chuck
them to the curb. 
On Monday, sanitation

crews began picking up

the multitudes of trees
discarded after the holi-
day as part of a Christ-
mas tree recycling
program the city offers. 
Street and Sanitation

Superintendent Randy
Jackson estimated the
city picks up hundreds of
trees each year. 
“We are happy to pro-

vide this service for the
community,” Jackson

said, adding that “as long
as there is an interest
from the community, we
will continue to offer this
service in years to come.”
Trees eventually make

the journey from living
rooms to yards and flower
beds.
After crews pick up a

tree, it then undergoes a
drying-out process until
Jan. 29 when it will be

mulched and deposited
into a pile at the Harvey
County Fairgrounds. 
Jackson said the costs

for this program are rela-
tively minimal; however
they do require a time
commitment. The final
mulch product is free for
anyone in the Newton
community and is avail-
able on a first come, first
serve basis.

BY REECE HIEBERT
NEWTON NOW STAFF

Gas cheapest in 10 years
for 2015

Gas is cheap.
That used to be a turn

of phrase, but for 2015,
gas in the state of
Kansas was the cheapest
its been in a decade. 
According to AAA,

prices averaged $2.25 a
gallon their lowest since
2005. 
Gas prices were down

94 cents from last year or
a 29 percent decrease. 
At the end of the year,

gas prices averaged $1.76
per gallon. Hesston and

Haven had the two low-
est city average prices at
the end of the year in the
state at $1.59 a gallon. 
On Tuesday, Newton

gas prices averaged $1.64
a gallon with Casey's at
1815 W. St. being the
cheapest at $1.49
AAA estimates gas

prices are likely to stay
low for the next year, es-
timating between $2.25
and $2.40 a gallon. 
It also predicted prices

should drop an additional
10 cents in the next few
weeks before rising by
late winter as refineries

do annual maintenance.

Newton Now
hires graphic designer
In December, Kansas

Publishing Ventures
hired Elizabeth Hingst of
Newton as a graphic de-
signer to work on New-
ton Now, Harvey County
Now, The Hillsboro Free
Press and The Clarion.
Hingst grew up in

Newton, attended New-
ton High School and
graduated in May from
Wichita State University

with a degree in entre-
preneurship and a minor
in accounting, all while
nine months pregnant. 
Hingst is married to

David Hingst, and they
have one daughter,
Eleanor, who is six
months old. 
Hingst has five years

experience in graphic de-
sign.
She is an avid crafter,

quilter and do-it-your-
selfer. Hingst also oper-
ates a design business on
the side, Seventh Street
Designs. 

—Newton Now staff

BRIEFS
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A LIFE OF INSPIRATION

Kreider a Mennonite community leader

NORTH NEWTON—
Words like “creative,” “Re-
naissance man” and
“imaginative” have been
used in describing Robert
Kreider, who passed away
on Sunday, Dec. 25, 2015,
at the age of 96 in his
North Newton home.
“He was a true Renais-

sance man,” said Keith
Sprunger, Oswald H.
Wedel Professor Emeritus
of History at Bethel Col-
lege.[...] “Another thought
about Robert is how won-
derfully he could weave
past and present together,
showing the relevance of
the past for our present
day. One of his phrases
that I especially appreci-
ated (from an article he
authored) was how we can
be: 'Influenced but not im-
prisoned, by our heritage.'”
Kreider's resume is

quite long, having been
president of Bluffton Col-
lege, professor at Bethel
College and helping plant
the seeds of Mennonites
starting mental-health fa-
cilities, such as Prairie
View, among many other
accomplishments.
Sprunger had known

Kreider since the 1960s,
he said, and in recent
years, they were members
of a group called the
Garage Group.
“We covered every kind

of topic in our discussions,
and Robert was always in-
volved,” Sprunger said.
“He was interested and cu-
rious about everything.
Not a native Kansan, he
adopted the prairies and
people of Kansas as truly
his own people and place.”
What Sprunger said he

liked about Kreider was
his ability to find the
meaning in many things
and his curiosity.
“He was an elder states-

man of Mennonite higher
education, historian and
educator,” Sprunger said.
“He did much to foster fel-

lowship among Mennonite
colleges.”
Professor emeritus of

history at Bethel College
James Juhnke also
thought highly of Kreider,
saying he was a major
Mennonite denomina-
tional leader and a states-
man who spoke at
Mennonite meetings all
around the country.
Juhnke said he's not sure
when he first heard of
Kreider and that he didn't
get to know him well until
he joined the Bethel fac-
ulty.
At Bethel, Kreider

mainly taught peace stud-
ies, history of civilization
and history classes when
Sprunger was on sabbati-
cal, Juhnke said. At one
point, he was director of
the Mennonite Library
and Archives at Bethel, as
well.
“We got to know each

other as colleagues work-
ing on common things,”
Juhnke said, adding work-
ing at Bethel was a step
down for Kreider, going
from college president to
teacher.
“So he had to learn how

to take a role as a faculty

colleague,” Juhnke said,
adding Kreider was an ex-
ceedingly unusual creative
thinker for programs, arti-
cles and books.
“He had the gift to sus-

pend impossibility,”
Juhnke said.
Kreider would set every-

thing aside and talk about
how great it would be to
do this or that, Juhnke
said, inspiring dozens of
people to do things. For
example, Juhnke said he
wrote for The Mennonite
because Kreider suggested
it.
At Bethel, Juhnke and

Kreider co-edited Mennon-
ite Life.
“I learned a lot from him

in that process, as well,”
Juhnke said.
When Kreider was 88,

he and Juhnke traveled to
Khiva, Uzbekistan, on be-
half of Kauffman Museum
in North Newton to dis-
cuss a prospective mu-
seum there regarding an
unusual Mennonite com-
munity that had lived
there. The people of Khiva
had expressed interest in
having a museum there.
This Mennonite commu-
nity had expected the re-

turn of the Lord in the
1880s and was later de-
stroyed.
“On that trip, that was

the closest contact I had
with Bob Kreider,” Juhnke
said. […] “That was won-
derful. At 88, he was still
creative.”
During his life, Kreider

asked questions.
“Asking questions was

his way of life,” Juhnke
said. “He had the gift of
drawing out people's sto-
ries. If you keep that habit
up at six or seven decades,
you have a lot of friends.”
Juhnke said at 77, he

has trouble recalling
names and he loses things
and that Kreider wasn't
that way.
“His mind was clear,

and his curiosity was just
boundless,” Juhnke said,
adding he had all sorts of
ideas for the Khiva mu-
seum.
Ever the visionary, Krei-

der played a role in help-
ing start mental-health
hospitals throughout the
country. Juhnke said one
of the visions of people
who had served in Civilian
Public Service was Men-
nonites should have their

own mental hospitals.
“Robert Kreider was in-

strumental in inspiring
people to make invest-
ments to start new hospi-
tals,” Juhnke said. “The
timing was just right for
that. The war had a cer-
tain impact on Mennon-
ites, and increased
Mennonite wealth after
World War II helped with
their benevolence,” he
said.
“That mental health

work was a great program
in the Mennonite denomi-
nation, and Kreider was
on the ground floor,”
Juhnke said.
Kreider's other accom-

plishments included, as
listed in his obituary from
Petersen Funeral Home in
Newton, were:
• Being assistant direc-

tor of the Colorado Springs
CPS Camp, secretary of
education for Mennonite
Central Committee CPS
Camps and director of
MCC's mental-hospital
program.
• Marrying Lois Som-

mer on Dec. 30, 1945, and
becoming father to Esther,
Joan, Karen, David and
Ruth.
• Establishing MCC's

Teachers Abroad Program
in Africa and Latin Amer-
ica.
• Directing an MCC self

study, where he and Lois
spent four months visiting
MCC programs in Africa

and Asia.
• Establishing, with his

brother Gerald, the
Marpeck Fund to foster
creative collaboration
among Mennonite institu-
tions of higher learning in
Canada and the States, in-
cluding Bethel, Bluffon
and Goshen.
• Writing a two-volume

autobiography.
Robert was preceded in

death by his parents,
brother and infant daugh-
ter. Survivors include
Lois, his wife of 70 years;
his five children Esther
(William) Eash of Newton,
Joan of St. Paul, Minn.,
Karen (Stephen) Kreider
Yoder of San Francisco,
David (Heidi) of North
Newton and Ruth of Mu-
nich, Germany; 13 grand-
children; and two
great-grandsons.
Robert’s body was do-

nated to Kansas Univer-
sity School of Medicine.
Cremation and inurnment
will take place at a later
date.
A memorial service was

on Saturday, Jan. 2, at
Faith Mennonite Church
in Newton. 
In lieu of flowers, the

family suggests memorial
gifts be designated to
Mennonite Central Com-
mittee or the Marpeck
Fund, in care of Faith
Mennonite Church, 2100
North Anderson Ave.,
Newton, KS 67114.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Robert Kreider, second from right, attends the MCC Mobile Cannery Dedication Service at MCC in North New-
ton earlier this year. 

VADA SNIDER/SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW
Robert Kreider, fourth from right, attends Alumni Weekend at Bethel
College in 2014. At left is his wife, Lois Kreider. Also pictured, from left
to the right of right, are Perry White, Dalene White and Dave Linscheid
with Bethel College.



Trenna Davenport
and her four chil-
dren walked into

the Walgreens parking
lot one warm December
day and disappeared into
the store.
A few minutes later,

they emerged with some-
one carrying a Salvation
Army red kettle. The
Davenports then got
down to business, stand-
ing near the kettle,
singing Christmas carols.
Earlier in the day, Dav-
enport posted on Face-
book they were going to
dance while ringing the
bell, but later that was
changed to caroling.
The Davenports were

just a few of the many
people who volunteered,
ringing that familiar
bell, the sound of which
almost seems to kick off
the holiday season.
“I wanted to say thank

you to the community,”
said Wendy Basye, ad-
ministrative assistant
and office manager at
The Salvation Army of
Harvey County. “They're
really good at helping.”
Basye added she

wanted to thank the vol-
unteers who help with
the bell ringing and with
Harvest of Love, the
Army's annual food
drive.
“I'm just really glad

the community works to-
gether as a team,” Basye
said. “That's what I […]
love about Newton, actu-
ally, because we all work
together.”

With the efforts of vol-
unteers, workers and
community members, the
local Salvation Army
raised $44,755 as of Dec.
31, Bayse said. This is
just short of its $50,000
goal, although the Army
still is getting money in,
which might go a week
past New Year's. This
total doesn't include do-
nations earmarked for
Harvey County that peo-
ple send straight to the
Salvation Army head-
quarters in Kansas City
or the Red Kettle en-
velopes delivered to the
local Army.
“I don't think I have

my grand total yet,”
Basye said.
The money raised

helps people locally.
“Money goes to help in-

dividuals in the county
and throughout the
year,” Basye said. “It's
our biggest fundraiser
[…] helping anybody in
the county that needs
help.”
This can include school

supplies for children
from needy families,
Christmas for next year
and getting children to
camp in the summertime.
The Davenports

weren't the only volun-
teers this year. Basye
said they had 10 paid
bell ringers and more
than 20 volunteers.
“We usually get some

paid ringers and some
volunteers,” Basye said.
Volunteers, in addition

to caroling, had other
ways of getting attention.
One man played guitar
while another person
dressed as Bugs Bunny
wearing a Santa hat.

“Kids really loved
that,” Basye said.
One night, the local

fire department was at
Wal-Mart.
“Once it started getting

dark, they turned on
their lights,” Basye said
about a fire truck that
was there, adding the de-
partment also presented
information on fire safety
while volunteering for
the Salvation Army.
The Salvation Army

also had 14 counter ket-
tles (kettles that sit on
counters without bell
ringers near them) in a
variety of places in Har-
vey County. Bell ringers,
or kettle stands, were at
both Wal-Mart doors,
both Dillons stores and

Walgreens. Counter ket-
tles were in Hesston,
Newton, Halstead and
Walton. One was set up
in the Salvation Army of-
fice for the first time
ever, too.
“We'll be repeating

that in the future,” Basye
said.
Bell ringing started on

Black Friday at Wal-
Mart and Nov. 24 at the
Dillons stores, while it
stopped on Christmas
Eve. The counter kettles
were gathered Dec. 22. 
The kettle coordinator

this year was Elisha
Blount, and this was her
first year in that posi-
tion.
“She really had a lot of

fun doing it,” Basye said.

NEW YEAR’S    
       SAVINGS!

We service all brands, 
commercial and residential

$10 OFF
CALL US TODAY AND TAKE

YOUR NEXT SERVICE CALL
offer expires 01/31/16

316-215-2445
ReimerServices.com
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for Over 45 Years!
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We are looking 
for a person 
to deliver magazines 
on a quarterly basis. 
Must be professional, 
able to follow instructions 
and have an eye detail.

To apply call Bruce @ (316)617-1095

EARN EXTRA MONEY IN 2016!!!!EARN EXTRA MONEY IN 2016!!!!  ONEY IN 2016!!!!

To apply call Bruce @

and have an eye detail.
able to follow instructions 
Must be professional, 
on a quarterly basis. 
to deliver magazines 
for a person 
We are looking 

THE CLARION
We NEED an Outside Salesperson!

Contact Joey Young
 at (316) 712- 2125
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 esperson!We NEED an de Sale   Outsi  esperson!

 at (316) 712- 2125
Contact Joey Y
 at (316) 712- 2125

oungContact Joey Y

Resolutions for local residents come with New Year

The New Year is a time
for new starts—a time to
organize and a time to
take stock of one's life to
see what changes need to
be made.
As part of this Ameri-

can tradition, some folks
make New Year's resolu-
tions. Those can include
anything from doing one's
job better, to losing
weight, to attending
church more often, to
reinventing oneself. The
sky's the limit.
A variety of people in

Newton have made such
resolutions.
Harvey County Sheriff

T. Walton's resolutions
include his job.
“My New Year’s resolu-

tion for 2016 is to serve
the people of Harvey
County to the best of my
abilities in my last year
as sheriff,” he said. “I
hope to promote a posi-
tive relationship between

law enforcement and the
citizens of the commu-
nity.”
Barbara Burns, com-

munity advancement co-
ordinator with the City of
Newton, has plans for
this year. She wants to
stay focused on the big
picture—in daily life, at
work and at home.
“Petty details create

unnecessary hairballs,”
she wrote.
She also doesn't just

want to say prayers; she
plans to believe her
prayers, which might
come in handy for an-
other of her resolutions.
“Faithfully watch every

KU basketball game and
every episode of 'Downton
Abby,'” she said.
Another of her resolu-

tions she can do within
her job and outside of it—
“continue to support posi-
tive, progressive voices
and projects within our
community.”
USD 373 School Board

Member Barb Bunting
plans to have more bal-
ance and structure in her
diet. In addition to work-
ing on this physical as-
pect of her life, Bunting
intends to focus on more
spiritual matters.
“In Pope Frances' Ju-

bilee Year of Mercy—to
work on forgiveness, es-
pecially the chains of re-
sentment that choke out
joy,” she said. 
She also wants to con-

centrate on the serenity
of quality and not always
quantity.

Local historic preserva-
tion advocate Sue Ice has
resolutions regarding her
health.
“I've never made New

Year's resolutions,” she
said. “But this year, I
think I will make one: it
is that I am resolving
that, following back sur-
gery last February and a
hip replacement in Octo-
ber, I will do all I need to
do to recover the strength
in my back and be able to
walk without the use of a
walker.”
Gayle Funk, owner of

Living Rooms by Gayle in
Newton, has set a goal
for her business in the
New Year, as she wants
to launch an interior de-
sign blog on the Living
Rooms by Gayle website.

Patty Meier, owner of
Mojo's Coffee Bar in
Newton and North New-
ton, has brewed up some
ideas for the New Year.
“To spend more inten-

tional time with the peo-
ple and activities I love…
family, friends, traveling,
exploring new places,
eating amazing and local
food, reading, playing
and of course, drinking
great coffee,” she wrote
in an e-mail.
Michael Lunsford,

Newton Area Chamber of
Commerce president and
general manager of
Meridian Center in New-
ton, said he's taking a lit-
tle different approach to
his New Year's resolu-
tion.
“Instead of trying to

lose weight or read
more, I’ve chosen a word
that I want to be my
focus for 2016,” Lunsford
said. “This was actually
a family group project,
and I cannot take credit
for the idea. Each mem-
ber chose a word on
which to focus. Then, on
Christmas morning, we
painted our word then
hung our paintings in a
position where we would
see them each day as a
reminder of our word.”
Lunsford chose the

Greek word “hupomone,”
with the common trans-
lation being persever-
ance.
“I felt specifically com-

pelled to choose
hupomone as my word by
the last sentence in the
following paragraph,”
Lunsford said, regarding
an article written by
Cheryl Harper.
That line is,

“Hupomone gives us the
ability to gain from every
situation, to come out of
it a winner, no matter
what the experience.”

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Walton Funk Meier LunsfordBurns IceBunting

Salvation Army holiday kettle efforts raise more than $40,000

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
On Friday, Dec. 4, Trenna Davenport, center, sings Christmas carols
with her children, from left, Gideon, Ruby, Josiah and Simeon, while
ringing the bell for The Salvation Army at Walgreens in Newton. 

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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Betty J. Dixon, 90, died
Saturday, Jan. 2, 2016, at
the Greenhouse of Asbury
Park in Newton.
She was born on Jan. 6,

1925, in Newton, the
daughter of James and
Flossie Howard Gill-
martin. Betty attended
Newton schools, graduat-
ing from Newton High
School in 1943. She went
to work for Southwestern
Bell Telephone.
She married Delmar

Leon Dixon on May 1,
1947, in Newton. After
her sons were raised,
Betty went to work at the
ALCO Store and Ardison
Interiors in Newton. They
moved to Moundridge in
1973. There, she worked
as a waitress at the
Country Kitchen for
many years. Betty en-
joyed being a volunteer at
the Pine Village Nursing
Home in Moundridge.
She moved to Asbury
Park in Newton in Au-
gust 2015.

She had been attending
the Hopefield Mennonite
Church in Moundridge.
Survivors include her

two sons Jesse Dixon of
the home in Moundridge,
and James Dixon and his
wife Sue of Sedgwick;
nine grandchildren; 16
great-grandchildren; and
eight great-great-grand-
children.
She was preceded in

death by her parents;
husband Leon on Feb. 18,
1990; and sister Vera
Mae Rueckert.
Funeral services will be

at 1 p.m. Friday, Jan. 8,
at Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.
Interment will be in
Greenwood Cemetery.
Friends may call from 1

to 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan.
7, at the funeral home,
where the family will re-
ceive friends from 7 to 8
p.m.
Arrangements are by

Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.

BETTY J. DIXON

Gina Michelle
Tessendorf, 49, of Sedg-
wick passed on Saturday,
Jan. 2, 2016, after a long
battle with diabetes. 
She was born to Mary

(DuFriend) and Greg An-
thony on April 3, 1966.
After graduating from
Sedgwick High School,
she married Dennis
Tessendorf in 1987. They
had one son together, An-
thony Joseph Tessendorf.
Gina had a passion for
gardening, loved an-
tiquing and enjoyed cook-
ing for her family. In 2014
a great joy was added to
Gina’s life, her grandson
Hunter. Gina will be
missed dearly by her fam-
ily and friends. 
She is preceded in

death by father, Greg An-
thony; grandparents, Jack
and Ann DuFriend, and
Joseph and Hazel An-
thony. 
She is survived by hus-

band, Dennis Tessendorf;
son, Anthony and wife
Kendra Tessendorf;
mother, Mary and hus-
band Phil Coslett; grand-
son, Hunter Owen
Tessendorf; brother,
Joseph and wife Birgit
Anthony and their chil-
dren Josh, and Katelin;
stepmother, Arlene An-
thony; stepsisters, Juli-
enne Corr and Denise
McKinley; stepbrother,
Kirt Coslett; aunts, Lou
Sturm, Pat Walker; and
many other nieces and
nephews. 
Visitation was from 5 to

9 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 5,
with family greeting
friends from 6:30 to 8
p.m. at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton. Funeral
Service was at 2 p.m. on
Wednesday, Jan. 6 at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.
Memorial suggestions are
to the American Diabetes
Association.

GINA M. TESSENDORF

Jean Grochowsky died
on Monday, Jan. 4, 2016,
at Newton Medical Cen-
ter. She was born on May
27, 1930, to Andrew J.
and Frieda K. (Weins)
Kosminki in Newton. 
On May 22, 1949, Jean

married Bert E. Gro-
chowsky at St. Mary’s
Rectory in Newton. 
Jean was a member of

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church and also served
on the Altar Society for
many years. 
She was a very family

oriented and enjoyed as
much time as she could
with family. Jean was an
avid reader, and enjoyed
knitting and crocheting,
as well. 
Preceding her in death

are her parents, spouse,
Bert on Sept. 9, 2002, and
two sisters, Vivian Kos-
minski Chapman and
Gladys Darwazeh
Survivors include one

son Larry E. (Dela) Gro-
chowsky, Olathe; two
daughters, Shari L. (Bill)

Grant and Terry A. (Jim)
Tyrell, both of Newton;
sister, Ginger Freach, St.
John; one brother, Lynn
R. Kosminski, seven
grandchildren, and 11
great grandchildren.
Visitation will be from

1 to 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 8,
at Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, with the
family greeting at 6 p.m.
Recitation of the Holy

Rosary will begin at 7
p.m.  at the funeral home.
A Funeral Mass will be

at 10:30 a.m. on Satur-
day, Jan. 9, at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in New-
ton.
Burial will follow the

Mass at St. Mary’s Ceme-
tery in Newton.
Memorials  may be

made to St. Mary’s
Catholic Church or Cen-
tral Homecare and Hos-
pice, in care of the funeral
home at 120 E. Broad-
way, Newton, KS 67114. 
Friends may sign the

book at www.broadway-
colonialfh.com.

JEAN GROCHOWSKY

Richard A.
“Rich”
Claassen, 87,
lifelong New-
ton resident,
passed away
on Friday,
Jan. 1, 2016,
at Newton
Presbyterian
Manor. 
He was born June 7,

192,8 in Newton to
Leonard and Helen (Al-
brecht) Claassen. He was
a 1946 graduate of New-
ton High School. Follow-
ing his graduation, he
joined his father and
brother Roland in the
forming of Claassen Oil
Co., later becoming the
Phillips 66 distributors in
the area. In 1948, Rich
and his family started
Claassen Lumber in New-
ton, where he retired in
2011. 
In September 1952, he

married Diane Darling,
and she survives of the
home. Following his mar-
riage, Rich moved his
church membership from
First Mennonite Church
to First Baptist Church in
Newton, where he re-
mained an active member
for many years. Rich is
survived by his wife of 63
years, Diane of the home;

three chil-
dren: Steve of
Newton,
Brian and his
wife Danetta
of Wichita,
and Shelley
and her hus-
band Larry
Wall, also of
Wichita; one

brother, Roland Claassen
of Newton; and two
nephews, Darrel and Dan
Claassen.
A celebration of Rich’s

life will be at 11 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 7, at First
Baptist Church Newton
with Pastor Chip Bun-
gard presiding. The fam-
ily will receive friends in
the fellowship hall of
First Baptist Church fol-
lowing the memorial serv-
ice. Graveside committal
service will be prior to the
memorial at 10 a.m.
Thursday in Greenwood
Cemetery in Newton. Vis-
itation will be 5 p.m. to 9
p.m. Wednesday at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home in
Newton.
Memorials are sug-

gested to First Baptist
Church, Kansas Special
Olympics or Newton
Meals on Wheels, in care
of Petersen Funeral
Home.

RICHARD A. CLAASSEN

Patricia A.
“Pat”
Klaassen, 75,
died Thurs-
day, Dec. 31,
2015, at As-
bury Park
Greenhouses. 
She was

born March
10, 1940 in
Champaign, Ill., to
William F. and Edith
(Hildebrand) Perkins. She
retired from the USD 373
Latchkey program and
also worked at the former
Wilson’s Drug Store as a
delivery driver. Pat had a
love of children and was a
people person. She en-
joyed “porch sitting” and
interacting with her
neighbors. She could be
found relaxing watching
old western movies and
her favorite TV shows.
Her family was important
to her, and she greatly
looked forward to spend-

ing time with
her loving fam-
ily and friends.
Pat is sur-

vived by her
daughter
Michelle D.
Burns-Hamm
of Newton,
granddaughter
Kay Hamm of

Newton and one sister
Velma Habiger of Crest-
wood, Ky.
She was preceded in

death by her parents and
one sister, Delores
Adams.
A gathering and visita-

tion with the family will
be from 5 to 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 7, at Petersen
Funeral Home in Newton.
Private family inurnment
will be at a later date.
Memorials are sug-

gested to Asbury Park or
Good Shepherd Hospice
in care of Petersen Fu-
neral Home.

PATRICIA KLAASSEN

Samuel
“Sam”
Holtsberry
Sturm, for-
mer Kansas
Ninth Judi-
cial District
Court judge,
passed away
surrounded
by family on
Tuesday, Dec. 29, 2015,
at Wesley Woodlawn
Hospital, at 92 years old. 
He had been married

to the love of his life,
Betty Lou Dufriend
Sturm, for 71 years. Sam
was born Oct. 6, 1923, in
Bartlesville, Okla., to
Samuel and Virginia
Sturm. He was the
youngest of the 10 Sturm
boys. He graduated from
Stillwater High School in
1940, and went on to col-
lege at Oklahoma State
University, where he was
a member of the golf
team. He left OSU in
1942 to join the U.S.
Navy and serve in World
War II. He was an Avia-
tion Machinist Mate 3rd
Class and served as a
member of a crash and
rescue crew. He was sta-
tioned at the Hutchinson
Naval Air Station and
the Newton Air Station
Auxiliary Field. It was
during his time in the
service in 1943 that he
met his wife, Lou. The
two were married in Oc-
tober 1944. Upon his dis-
charge from the Navy in
1945, he finished his col-
lege education at Wichita
State University and
went on to law school at
Washburn University,
graduating with a juris
doctorate in 1952. 
Upon graduation, Sam

returned to Lou's home-
town of Newton. He was
elected as a probate,

county and ju-
venile court
judge in 1952,
and held that
position until
1961. He was
then elected as
a district court
judge for the
Ninth Judicial
District, cover-

ing Harvey and McPher-
son counties, and served
until he retired in 1987. 
He served on the Board

of Directors of Bethel
College and in a variety
of other volunteer roles
in Newton and the sur-
rounding community.
But Sam would tell you
that nothing on his re-
sume mattered as much
as his family. 
Sam was preceded in

death by his parents, sib-
lings and a son, Samuel
"Sammy" Sturm. 
Survivors are his wife,

Lou, of the home; two
children; Jeff Sturm,
Newton, and Lou Ann
(Jack) Sturm Ritchie, Wi-
chita; seven grandchil-
dren, Lindsey Sturm,
Wichita, Camille Sturm,
Newton, Courtney
Sturm, New York City,
Alex Sturm, Wichita,
Sam (Anna) Ritchie, Wi-
chita, Dr. Cole (Dr.
Jamie) Ritchie,
Lawrence, and Daniel
Ritchie, Lawrence; and
four great-grandchildren. 
The memorial service

will be at 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 9, at First
Church of the Nazarene,
1000 N. Main St., New-
ton, followed by a recep-
tion at the church. A
private interment will
follow at a separate date.
Memorial contributions
may be made to Newton
Presbyterian Manor. 

SAMUEL HOLTSBERRY STURM
Michael “Mike” Guinn

Miller went home to be
with his Lord and Savior
on Tuesday, Dec. 29,
2015, after a courageous
battle with cancer.
Mike was born on May

21, 1950, to Elmer and
Louise (Quick) Motley-
Miller in St. Joseph, Mo.
Growing up in Wichita,
he attended Magdalen
Grade School and Ka-
paun High School. Mike
excelled at sports and let-
tered in baseball, basket-
ball and football. He also
became all-state in all
three in high school. As a
sports enthusiast, he en-
joyed cheering on all
Kansas schools, particu-
larly KU basketball.
At the age of 30, Mike

totally surrendered his
heart to Jesus. He was a
changed man.
He and his wife Joan,

enjoyed 19 years of a
shared faith and loving
marriage at their home
in rural Whitewater.
Some of the most joy-

ous moments of the re-
cent past included seeing
his only grandson, Gre-
gory, play soccer, rekin-

dling old friendships and
a renewed faith in Christ.
Preceded in death by

his parents, Mike will be
greatly missed by his
wife, Joan; daughter,
Mia; grandson, Gregory
of Houston; sister Jo
Lynn Trussell of Hous-
ton; brother, Keith Mot-
ley Jr. of San Diego;
sister Kay Motley
Crovatto of New Orleans;
and first wife, Jill Miller
(Wichita) and their fami-
lies, as well as his ex-
tended family near St.
Joseph, Mo., where he
enjoyed peaceful, fun,
summers.
A memorial service will

be at 11 a.m. Thursday,
Jan. 7, at Kingdom Life
Ministries in Hesston.
Family visitation was
from 5 to 8 p.m. Wednes-
day at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton. A me-
morial service will be at
11a.m. Saturday, Jan. 9,
at Word of Life Church in
St. Joseph, Mo.
Suggested memorials

are for the American
Cancer Society and King-
dom Life Ministries
Benevolent Fund.

MICHAEL GUINN MILLER

Helen Evelyn Becker
was born on March 6,
1922, in Hesston to Har-
vey and Elizabeth Holde-
man Yost. She passed
away on Wednesday,
Dec. 30, 2015, at
Moundridge Manor in
Moundridge.
On May 4, 1941,

Mother was married to
Raymond D. Becker, by
Min. Harvey Yost. They
traveled life’s road to-
gether enjoying the joys
and sorrows for almost
64 years until Dad
passed away in 2005. To
them were born eight
children, including two
sets of twins. Their first
home was in the
Moundridge and Galva
communities, and then
they settled on a farm
at Burns in 1950. After
retiring from farming,
they moved into Burns
in 1998. She entered
the Moundridge Manor
in February 2015.
Those left to cherish

her memory are six
sons and two daugh-
ters: Galen and Verna,
Burns, Loren and Mari-
lyn, Texline, Texas,
Donna and William
Koehn, Burns, Don and

Marilyn, Bruneau,
Idaho, Delbert and
Shirley, Texline, Texas,
Gary and Cheleen,
Burns, Carolyn and Rod-
ney Koehn, Burns, and
Calvin and Cindy, El Do-
rado; 27 grandchildren;
76 great-grandchildren;
two brothers: Harlan
Yost, Greensburg and
Carl and Lavada Yost,
Detroit, Texas; two sis-
ters, Verna Smith,
Hutchinson, and Carol
and Chester Dirks, Rich
Hill, Mo.; two brothers-
in-law, Curtis and Joann
Unruh, Galva, and Ben
Becker, Moundridge; one
sister-in-law, Elma Jean
Yost, Brooksville, Missis-
sippi.
Preceding her in death

were her husband, four
grandchildren, two
brothers and four sis-
ters.
Funeral service was

on Saturday, Jan. 2,
2016 at Eden Church of
God in Christ Mennonite
Rural Burns, Kansas fol-
lowed by burial in the
church cemetery.
Memorials are sug-

gested to Moundridge
Manor in Care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.

HELEN EVELYN BECKER

Martin Luna, 92, of
Valley Center passed
away Saturday, Jan. 2,
2016. 
He was born to Miguel

and Anastasia Luna on
Jan. 30, 1923, in El
Paso, Texas. On Nov. 15,
1947, Martin married
Reda (Halcomb). To-
gether they had three
sons, Ed, Vincent and
Miguel; and four daugh-
ters Anita, Amelia,
Loretta and Elizabeth. 
Martin served in the

Army, working in
Alaska on the railroad
for part of his tour. He
enjoyed spending time
with his family, espe-
cially his grandchildren
and great grandchildren.
Woodcarving was a
hobby he enjoyed, mak-
ing benches for each of
his grandchildren. Mar-
tin was a lifelong mem-
ber of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic
Church in Newton. He
was devoted to his
church and had the de-
sire to see it grow, which
moved him to serve as
an original board mem-
ber on the Building

Committee in 1948, and
served as an honorary
chairman for the current
Legacy of Faith Capital
Campaign. 
He was preceded in

death by his parents,
Miguel and Anastasia
Luna; wife, Reda Luna;
infant son, Miguel Luna;
brothers, Rito Luna,
Longino Luna and Victor
Luna; and sister
Michaela Luna. He is
survived by sons, Ed
Luna and Vincent Luna;
daughters Anita Victory,
Amelia Luna, Loretta
Luna and Elizabeth
Luna; eight grandchil-
dren; nine great-grand-
children; and sisters,
Anita Luna and
Manuela Chavez.
Visitation and Rosary

was on Tuesday, Jan. 5,
at Our Lady of
Guadalupe in Newton.
Funeral Mass was at 10
a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 6,
at Our Lady of
Guadalupe, 415 S Ash
St, Newton, KS 67114.
Memorial suggestions
are to Our Lady of
Guadalupe Legacy of
Faith Capital Campaign.

MARTIN LUNA

Julia Pina, 88, of New-
ton died Friday, Jan. 1,
2016, at Harry Hynes Me-
morial Hospice of Via
Christi Regional Medical
Center-St. Francis Cam-
pus in Wichita.
She was born on June

28, 1927, in Newton, the
daughter of Antonio and
Irene Pedrosa Gomez.
Julia was a lifelong resi-
dent of Newton. She mar-
ried Lee Pina on Sept. 11,
1947, in Newton, and he
died on Nov. 18, 2005.
Julia was a lifelong

member of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic
Church and a member of
the Madero Society.
Spending time with her
children and grandchil-
dren was very important
to her. The holiday was
always a joyous time of
the year.
Survivors include her

son Tom Pina and his
wife Kimberly of Amar-
illo, Texas; daughter
Theresa Estrada and hus-
band Stan of Newton;

brother Ralph Gomez of
Hutchinson; sister Mag-
gie Gomez of Newton;
eight grandchildren; and
12 great-grandchildren.
Pina was preceded in

death by her parents;
husband; grandson Jar-
rod Michael Pina; broth-
ers Lou, George, John and
Tony Gomez; sister Nancy
Oropeza; and daughter,
Rosalee Lindsay.
Recitation of the Holy

Rosary will be said at
9:30 a.m. Thursday, Jan.
7, followed by the Mass of
Christian Burial at 10
a.m., both at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic
Church in Newton. Inurn-
ment will be in St. Mary’s
Catholic Cemetery.
A memorial has been

established with the
building fund of Our Lady
of Guadalupe Catholic
Church, and contribu-
tions may be sent to
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, 120 E.
Broadway, Newton, KS
67114.

JULIA PINA

HOW TO RUN AN OBITUARY
Obituaries in Newton Now are free as long as

they fit our newspaper style. We see a death in our
community as a news item that people care about in
Newton and North Newton. 
If you have an obituary that should run in New-

ton Now please send it to:  
wendy@harveycountynow.com and it will run online
as soon as we can get it and in the Thursday print
edition, as well. 
If you want a special obituary or message printed

in this section, please contact Bruce Behymer for
pricing at 316-281-7899.
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So on the way back from a
New Year's spent with
friends in Kansas City and

Lawrence, my girlfriend and I got
to chatting and soon had passed
Emporia without noticing, and as
signs for El Dorado appeared, we
realized we had missed our exit. 
Had I been driving, I contend

that I, well, I probably still would
have missed Highway 50 and the
lovely row of porta-potties that
spells out a welcome to travelers
entering Emporia. 
I'm sure there's a story to the

display that gives me joy every
time I pass it —no doubt created
by the local economic development
group, inviting everyone to do
some business before leaving. 
Regardless, we had traveled well

past the porta-potties on the turn-
pike and were left with the deci-
sion of driving to El Dorado and
then backtracking or trying to find
a way to traverse the empty ex-
panse of northern Butler County
to reach Kansas Highway 196.
I hate backtracking. It was

something instilled in me growing
up. To backtrack is to either admit
defeat or purposefully waste gas. 
So I decided we weren't going to

backtrack. It was 2016, and I was
going to be an optimist. We didn't
miss our exit. We simply decided
to take a more scenic route. Plus I
figured there had to be some
nearby paved road allowing people
to travel in Butler County. 
Google maps on my phone

showed a nearby road that would
get us to the highway I needed.
Good deal.
I had the audacity to suggest we

weren't even going to lose much

time. 
But after turning onto the road,

it became quickly apparent it
would not become paved anytime
soon. 
I made sure my seatbelt was

buckled. 
The road narrowed to about one

lane. With mud and snow,
hedgerows and steep banks, there
were few places to turn around.
We were committed.
Now my vehicle is trusty. It has

never failed me. But you can't
fault a fish for not climbing a tree,
as I can't fault my car for having
trouble with roads meant for a ve-
hicle with tank tracks. 
We continued down the goat

path as it grew more and more
sloppy and hilly.
We were going that “oh no”

speed many of you will recognize,
where you want to slow down but
worry if you go too slow you'll get
stuck and won't crest a hill.
The engine revved in protest of

the situation.
I checked my seatbelt again. 
Sam, my girlfriend, handled it

like a trooper because I would
have been filling the car with all
sorts of profanities had I been

driving. 
Mud was flying, and I started

scanning the horizon for a nearby
farm in case I would have to walk
and get someone to graciously pull
us out. Perhaps AAA would show
up, but I didn't want to test it. 
I saw no farms, only a few aban-

doned homesteads and rows of
cows taking the moment from
chewing dried grass to shake their
heads at the morons attempting to
cross the desolate expanse. 
Each time we'd crest a hill, Sam

would begin to lay on the horn. 
“Why are you honking at the

cows?” I asked. 
She informed me she was honk-

ing in case a vehicle was heading
over the hill on the other side so
we would not hit them head on. 
I checked my seatbelt a third

time. 
Finally we crested what was the

20th hill, and I saw a strip of black
top beckoning safety just ahead. 
We turned onto the highway and

breathed a sigh. Never has some-
one been as glad to find Potwin,
Kansas. 
I now have a brown vehicle in-

stead of black. 
And long story short, I am

avoiding shortcuts I find on Google
maps. 
Next time I find myself in such a

situation, I'm backtracking. It will
add miles to the life of your car
and years to your life. That short-
cut could have made for a very
long detour. 

Adam Strunk is the managing
editor of Newton Now. He can be
reached at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

Crossing north Butler County an adventure
Columns

Editorial

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-

ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 
We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters

or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 

Newspaper competition
good for taxpayers

“All you have to do is write one
true sentence. Write the truest sen-
tence that you know.” —Ernest
Hemingway

It’s been called many things.Karma. Seren dipity. Fate. Co-
incidence. Person ally, I prefer

“the power of action.”
I don’t know how common this is,

if I’m one of a million more people
who find things at the exact mo-
ment I need them, or if I’m singly
being tapped on the shoulder.
I should clarify that. By “find,” I

don’t mean stumble upon. I mean
making a choice that moves me in
the right direction. And by “things,”
I don’t mean possessions. I mean
(figurative) tools. 
My daughter asked me once what

had happened to the tiger wallpa-
per she had put on my computer
desktop. I had replaced it (without
permission) with the Hemingway
quote above. Just some words, noth-
ing fancy. Apparently not as dra-
matic to the eye as a tiger.
“They’re just words,” she in-

formed me.
“Words can be better than pic-

tures.”
“I don’t think so.” 
Knowing better than to start a

“yes they can/no they can’t” debate
with a kid at 9:30 on Sunday night,
I let it go.
So I’ll say it here. Yes they can.
For someone who knows this fact,

I’m kind of a slacker. I love words:
books, magazines, even websites.
The words themselves and the mag-

ical order they are arranged into
are sometimes better than the com-
plete stories. 
Maybe I appreciate and rely on

printed words because I’m not as
good with them verbally. I know
what they’re capable of, I’ve experi-
enced it. But what are just as
strong are words that aren’t said.
What we’re feeling isn’t necessarily
obvious, no matter how deeply
we’re feeling it. 
I’ve recently been reminded of

that. For a collection of reasons, I’ve
held my tongue when I should have
done the exact opposite. And isn’t it
ironic that the tipping point for me
was a piece of paper with—what
else—words on it.
I read a short story about a

woman who sent a small donation
to an acquaintance who was having
a rough time financially. A few
months later, after never hearing a
word back about the money, she
ran into the recipient. The woman
inquired and was told “Oh, yeah, I
got that. I just hadn’t had time to

cash it.”
She felt unappreciated and won-

dered about the nerve of some peo-
ple. She sent money she really
didn’t have to send to help out this
gal and that’s the thanks she gets.
Ungrateful…selfish….
But then, she remembered she

didn’t give it expecting a pat on the
back. She sent it because it was the
right thing to do. The moral—give
without strings. And on the flip
side, give thanks for what’s given to
you.
So, I am doing that. The day I

was confronted by someone close to
me who felt unappreciated is the
day I read this story. It’s from a de-
votional book I try to read regu-
larly. But I had missed a few days.
For some reason, I pulled it out of
the drawer and that’s the page it
fell to.
I had been thinking how unap-

preciated I felt. I had spent the
morning grumbling to myself and
numbering all the things I have al-
ready done for this person. Haven’t
I done enough? Isn’t it somebody
else’s turn? 
Then I read the story, which at

some point in the author’s past, I
truly believe, wrote those words for
me to see one day—this day.
Turns out it’s still my turn to say

thanks. Then I need to figure out
how to stop keeping score. That’s
the truest sentence that I know.

Shelley Plett is a lead designer for
Kansas Publishing Ventures which

publishes Newton Now

Words can mean more than keeping score

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

In the case of competition, the consumer saves
money. That goes for groceries, utilities and even
newspapers.
There are reasons why this country has anti-trust

laws in place to break up monopolies. When only a sin-
gle producer can sell something that must be con-
sumed, they can ask whatever they want for it. 
So has been the case with newspaper legals publica-

tions. 
Under state law, governing bodies are required to

publish legal notices in a subscription newspaper that
has existed for at least a year and has a second-class
postal permit. These legal notices include changes in
laws, as well as information on upcoming public hear-
ings and a city's budget and taxes. 
This law is important and should remain. It makes

sure governing bodies have to inform citizens of
changes they make. It adds to transparency and en-
sures the public, as well as those informing the public,
have every opportunity to keep an eye on their govern-
ments.
However the law isn't without its abuses.
Last year, certain Kansas legislators pushed to re-

peal requiring governing bodies from publishing legal
notices in newspapers. 
One of the largest critiques of the law has been the

high prices certain publications have been able to
charge due to a lack of competition. Many places have
only one publication willing or able to bid for the publi-
cation of legals. Because of a lack of competition, they
are able to name their price, sometimes charging gov-
erning bodies much more than they would charge com-
mercial advertisers for the same space.
Such practices not only come off as unfair to a city or

county or school board, but unfair to the tax payers,
since their taxes pay for legal publications. 
Such practices also provide ammunition to those who

wish to do away with legal publications in newspapers,
something we'd hate to see happen. All newspapers
should receive fair compensation for the space they
provide for legal publications, but it's not the taxpay-
ers' job to prop up a publication when its other revenue
streams dwindle for whatever reason. 
The Kansan newspaper has been the Harvey County

legal publication for years. During those years, with no
competition to bid for the legals, prices crept up to over
$14 per column inch. Last year, the county estimated it
spent $21,000 on legal publications. 
In December, we had the opportunity to form a coali-

tion with the Harvey County Independent (covering
Halstead, Sedgwick, Burrton and Bentley) and the
Hesston Record to bid for the Harvey County legals.
We asked for $11 per column inch to publish in all

three newspapers. Divided between the three publica-
tions, our asking rate came in lower than what we
charge for commercial advertising. 
The Kansan, in response to a competitive bidding

process, dropped their rates from $14.50 per column
inch to $6, a 58-percent decrease. At that rate, the
county and taxpayers would have paid $12,750 less
last year.
Robb Reeves, who owns the Harvey County Inde-

pendent, Hesston Record and The Ledger
(Moundridge) deserves a lot of credit for this to happen
as without him and his willingness to work with us,
this bid would have never happened. 
This week, the county finalized naming the Kansan

as its legal publication for next year, something it has
done so many years in the past. It was the right deci-
sion, if only because it was so much cheaper.
While we wouldn't have minded a bit of additional

revenue, we built this company with the idea that it
wouldn't need legal publications to survive. We have
subscribers and advertising for that. We have a few
more things coming soon too.  
This year, the county will pay a fair price for legal

publications, and those who want to do away with
legals have one less example to point at. 
When we reach a year in existence and become eligi-

ble to bid for legals on our own, we plan to bid for the
government legals of every group we cover, whether its
for Newton, North Newton, Walton or the school dis-
trict. 
We feel confident these places will end up saving a

good amount of money whether or not we win the bid,
though we think we'll pick up one or two.
There's a reason governing bodies accept multiple

bids. It gives them and taxpayers the best prices avail-
able. That happened with the county this year. Tax-
payers saved a good chunk of change. And as we
continue to grow, that's going to keep happening. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board

PARTS OF SPEECH

SHELLEY PLETT

Say what?

If you were born
with the ability to
change someone’s
perspective or 
emotions, never
waste that gift. It is
one of the most 
powerful gifts God
can give—the 
ability to influence.

Shannon L. Alder



January 7, 2016      Newton Now www.harveycountynow.com      Page 7OPINION

As an eternally forward-
thinking guy, about this
time each year, I take only a

couple of minutes to reflect on the
moments that touched me, person-
ally, during the past year.
And, after having lived through

2015, which will forever be known
as the year everyone was offended
by everything, I almost decided
against the annual reflection for
fear it would reduce me to a trem-
bling, spasm-laden fool.
However, as we all know, history

can teach us many lessons, such as
learning that the use of urine as a
mouthwash was not as good an
idea as the early Romans believed.
So, for 2016, we can hope it be-

comes the year that everyone
grows up. Perhaps we can take a
few steps forward based on all we
learned.
Bathing may become, “so last

year,” thanks to a man in Boston,
who claims to have not showered
for 12 years. David Whitlock, a
chemical engineer, developed a
spray, called, “AO+ Mist,” which is
now available for sale. He claims
soap actually removes the benefi-
cial bacteria that are on people’s
skin, and his spray adds a bacteria
found on a broad group of verte-
brates and invertebrates—but not
naturally on humans.  It eats up
the smelly bacteria.
He said he got the idea for going

“showerless” after watching a
horse rolling in dirt.
Before I go outside and roll

around in the yard, however, it
might be a good idea to find a few
more stories supporting the claims
of the company president, where
his spray is sold. “Whitlock is not
smelly,” Jasmina Aganovic said.  
Although a few centuries ago,

the idea of daily baths would have
been considered crazy, there is no
real research about the long-term
effect of carrying around ammo-
nia-oxidizing bacteria on one’s
skin as sprayed from a bottle. So,

I’m waiting a little longer before
my first purchase.
Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback

announced in September he would
take off to his father’s farm in
Parker, should a zombie apoca-
lypse occur. But, thanks to re-
search from Cornell University, I
know the best place to sit out an
invasion would be from the peak
of a mountain.  
Graduate students in theoreti-

cal physics simulated 307 million
zombies attacking in thousands of
locations across the country. The
takeaway was, “you want to be as
far away from as many people as
possible,” one student cited.
You’re better off heading to re-
mote, rural areas, and in particu-
lar, the northern Rocky
Mountains region was one of the
safest places. “A zombie outbreak
really slows down once it gets out
of populated areas.”
What did I learn from this infor-

mation? If I decide to return to
college in 2016, I’m definitely ma-
joring in theoretical physics.
A couple other notables also

caught my eye in 2015:
*Tesla unveiled lithium-ion bat-

teries it soon will make available
for powering an entire house. The
company is already at work on a
$5 billion “Gigafactory” in the Ne-
vada desert that will become the
world’s largest battery producer
when it opens in 2017.
I’ll need a pretty long cord when

it’s time to recharge.

*A machine was introduced that
turns feces into drinkable water.
Bill Gates claims to have tried it,
stating, “The water tasted as good
as any I’ve had out of a bottle.
And having studied the engineer-
ing behind it, I would happily
drink it every day. It’s that safe.”
The idea addresses 2 billion peo-

ple in the world, who use latrines
that aren’t properly drained.  
While I’ve ingested countless

gallons of swimming pool and lake
water, I didn’t voluntarily go in
with an empty glass to scoop up a
drink. Perhaps I’m a bit too shal-
low, but if Bill begins drinking
this new water, that leaves more
of the traditional kind for me. I’m
comfortable with that.
Finally, two favorite quotes

from last year reminded me of the
lighter side of 2015:
“I felt like a little piece of my in-

sides died.” – My son, Brett, after
completing his first ACT college
preparatory exam. As a high
school sophomore, we encouraged
him to use the experience to gain
a better understanding of college
entrance exams. Apparently, his
approach was a little deeper.
“Aren’t you going to change?” –

My wife on at least 47 occasions in
2015. This usually preceded a trip
to the grocery store, the park, ba-
sically anywhere outside my
house. The usual follow-up after I
had labored to find an appropriate
outfit was, “You’re wearing that?”
This year, I’m adding colored

stickers to my shirts and jeans, so
I know what is best for each occa-
sion, although I’m still working on
a suitable wardrobe for the zom-
bies’ arrival.

Ken Knepper, who also has a
collection of more colorful quotes

from 2015 that summed up exactly
what a lot of us thought while

everyone was being offended by
everything, can be reached at

Ken.Knepper@gmail.com.

What to wear to the zombie apocalypse? Guest Editorial
Let’s sober up about
underage drinking

CONVERSATION PIECE

KEN KNEPPER
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Newton Now partnering with Meridian Center for weight challenge
Carrying

extra
weight and
a seden-
tary
lifestyle is
not only a
problem
throughout
Harvey
County and
Kansas, but something
we deal with in our own
office. 
Over at Newton Now,

we do a lot of sitting. Sit-
ting answering phones,
sitting typing the articles
you read, sitting during
interviews and meetings,
and just sitting in gen-
eral. 
Things get hectic and

often healthy meals get
subbed out for quick-and-
easy meals. Exercise gets
skipped for a few minutes

of having to do absolutely
nothing. The fact that
some of us enjoy a bever-
age and greasy burger
once in a while also does-
n't help the situation.
So we've decided to try

and get healthier for the
next year and wanted a
way to hold ourselves ac-
countable. From now
until March 31, we're
going to track our health
progress in the paper.
We've partnered up

with the staff of The

Meridian Center to chal-
lenge each other to be bet-
ter and will compete with
them to see who can lose
the highest percentage of
body weight. We hope to
encourage everyone, not
just ourselves, to take this
time and get a bit health-
ier. There are plenty of
places to exercise and
plenty of opportunities to
make better decisions if
we only look. 
We'll publish a few

extra health-related arti-

cles and a column or two
about our experience get-
ting healthy. We hope
we're not only able to
highlight our attempts
but the stories of other
community members get-
ting healthy. 
If you have a good story

or idea, please contact us
at adam@harveycoun-
tynow.com.
Next week we shall

publish our first update.
So wish us luck. 

—Newton Now

From left, Newton Now staff members taking part in the weight-loss challenge are Adam Strunk, Clint Harden, Elizabeth
Hingst, Bruce Behymer, Wendy Nugent and Joey Young.

Mayors, police chiefs, county officials and anti-drunk
driving advocates met in Colwich this past Tuesday
night to begin to discuss the problem of underage alcohol
use in our area. 
We commend our city officials for getting involved in

this effort, and applaud them for bringing this issue to
light. During the past few years, thousands of communi-
ties across the United States have held events to educate
people about the dangers of underage drinking and to in-
volve people in proven prevention strategies. And, it's
high time we joined them.
Consumption of alcohol by anyone younger than the

age of 21, also known as underage drinking, remains a
considerable public-health challenge. In fact, according
to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Ad-
ministration (SAMHSA), alcohol is the most widely mis-
used substance among America’s youth—more than
tobacco or other drugs. 
Sadly, not everyone is convinced underage drinking is

a problem in our area. We’ve been told that drinking, un-
derage drinking and all that comes with it is embedded
in the multi-generational culture of our coverage area.
But in light of the sobering facts about underage drink-
ing, below, any adult who is still using the “that’s just
the way we are, wink-wink” excuse for condoning under-
age drinking or providing alcohol to minors is, to say the
least, out of touch with reality. Perhaps fatally so.
No, underage drinking is not an acceptable rite of pas-

sage but a serious threat to adolescent development and
health. Medical research shows that the developing ado-
lescent brain may be particularly susceptible to long-
term negative consequences of alcohol use. 
The statistics are staggering. According to SAMHSA,

underage drinking:
• Is responsible for more than 4,300 annual deaths

among underage youth 
• Is linked to 189,000 emergency rooms visits by peo-

ple younger than age 21 for injuries and other conditions 
• Contributes to the likelihood of risky sexual behav-

ior, including unwanted, unintended and unprotected
sexual activity, and sex with multiple partners 
• Increases the risk of encountering legal problems,

such as being arrested for drunk driving or physically
hurting someone while drunk 
• Increases the risk of physical and sexual assault 
• Increases the risk for suicide and homicide 
• Increases the risk of memory problems 
• Increases the risk of using and misusing other drugs 
• Increases the risk of changes in brain development

that may have life-long effects 
• Is a risk factor for heavy drinking later in life, which

can lead to other medical problems (youth who start
drinking before age 15 are almost five times more likely
to develop alcohol dependence or abuse later in life than
those who begin drinking at or after age 21) 
According to a 2012 Kansas Communities that Care

survey, 196 people were killed and 3,405 injured in the
last five years in alcohol-related crashes involving teen
drivers in Kansas; more than 28 percent of 10th graders
and 40 percent of 12th graders say alcohol is very easy to
get; and more than 16 percent of eighth graders, 33 per-
cent of 10th graders and 45 percent of 12th graders re-
ported they drank alcohol at least once in the last 30
days. The results showed 77 percent of underage
drinkers reported drinking while with a group. 
Nationally, in 2014, more than 1.6 million people be-

tween the ages of 12 and 20 reported driving under the
influence of alcohol. This accounted for almost 4.4 per-
cent of people between these ages. That’s four out of
every 100 teens surveyed. At last count, there are about
270 students at Haven High School; 430 at Andale High
School. With 700 students, statistically, more than two
dozen of our local young people drove drunk this past
year. 
According to local law enforcement, the problem is

worse in our area. Andale Police Chief Mark Cook said
most underage drinking takes place at parties on rural
roads, which poses added danger because after the teens
have been drinking, they get behind the wheel of a
crowded car and swerve back to town on gravel roads
going 60,70, 80 miles per hour. 
Other parties occur at private homes where of-age

adults, even parents, are supplying the alcohol, thinking
perhaps that, since teens are going to drink anyway, it’s
better to have them drinking at home. 
The flaws in this logic are legion and potentially

lethal. 
Local officials promise that adults caught providing

teens alcohol will face serious legal consequences. In
Kansas, adults furnishing or buying alcohol for a minor
face a minimum fine of $250 and a maximum of a $1,000
fine and/or up to six months in jail. Adults hosting mi-
nors consuming alcohol face a minimum fine of $1,000
and/or up to one year in jail. 
The cost in misery and grief cannot be calculated.
The Clarion is committed to do its part to support par-

ents, schools and communities in the effort to educate
our youth and curb underage drinking. To this end, we
will publish a series of public-service announcements to
raise awareness, and keep you posted on further efforts,
letting you know how you or your organization can get
involved. 
But be forewarned. While we’re prevented by law from

publishing the names of minors caught with alcohol or
charged with criminal activity, this newspaper will print
the name and details of any adult who is found guilty of
providing alcohol to minors in our readership area. Of
course, we’d rather not. Instead, we invite you to get on
the bandwagon.
It’s time to sober up about underage drinking, before

another drop of blood is spilled.

—The Clarion in Andale
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was raised by someone from a
very young age.
It's illegal to be in possession

of a coyote or turkey vulture,
Burns added.
“We've never had anybody in

town with something exotic
like tigers or anything,” Burns
said.
People have brought cows

and goats in town, however.
One of Burns' favorite duties

is reuniting pets with their
owners—the scared ones who
don't want to be caught. 
“Spending hours sometimes,”

she said. “Crawling on the
ground trying to catch dogs, fi-
nally getting them caught,
knowing they're not going to be
cold, scared, hungry. Just
knowing they have a safe place
to go for the night.”
As the animal control officer,

Burns has a variety of duties,
including enforcing animal con-
trol ordinances, doing welfare
checks, and checking into is-
sues such as barking dogs, too

many animals, as well as pro-
hibited animals. Burns also is-
sues permits for people to have
domestic animal shelters for
chickens. 
She's been with the city for

more than a decade.

“I've worked for the city for
16 years, and I've been in the
position of animal control for
15,” she said.
In addition to needing a per-

mit for 12 chickens, there are
certain snakes citizens can't

have without a permit. These
include venomous or rear-
fanged reptiles, such as boa
constrictors and pythons. In
order to get a permit, a person
must be 18 years old, and there
are some folks in town with
such permits, Burns said.
Besides dealing with domes-

ticated pets and wild animals,
Burns takes care of wild ani-
mals.
“We deal with wildlife if it’s

sick or injured,” she said. Oth-
erwise, they leave them alone.
An example is she said peo-

ple call in young Mississippi
Kites, where the mother has
kicked the young Kite out of
the nest in order to get them to
fly. People think the young
birds are abandoned, but the
mother still is nearby. 
Wildlife and Parks advised

Burns not to relocate wild ani-
mals found in town, which is
inhumane, Burns said, since
the animals don't have the re-
sources out there.
They've also had to take ani-

mals from people.
“Every time somebody has to

give up their animal, it's sad,”

Burns said.
She's had to remove aggres-

sive animals and neglected ani-
mals.
“Usually, people will surren-

der their animal in those
cases,” Burns said.
If a dog bites someone, that

dog is quarantined.
Neglect cases can be long

and drawn out, Burns said,
adding she tries to work with
people about how to take care
of their animals in such cases.
She's worked with many people
where the situation got better.
When people get a cute little

puppy, they don't realize the
dog could have special needs
and need special veterinarian
care as it gets older. Some-
times, it's overwhelming and
they can't afford it.
“Realize sometimes animals

need a lot of care,” Burns said.
“[…] People should enjoy their
animals and not feel over-
whelmed.”

Editor's note: This is the first
of a series of off-beat occupa-
tions people in Newton and
North Newton have.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Jennifer Burns, animal control officer with the City of Newton, opens a door to the
back of the animal control truck.

BURNS
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Valentine: As one of three new
members on the commission,
and being “hit” with working on
the budget for 2016 right away, I
am thankful that we were able
to pass the budget for this com-
ing year with no tax increase.  

Nygaard: We are developing
improved communications be-
tween all parties involved and
have the willingness of all to
work as a team for the good of
the community—Citizens of
Newton, Administrative Staff,
City Employees, and the City
Commission.  

If you had to pick one spe-
cific thing you hoped the
Newton City Commission
would accomplish in 2016,
what would it be and why?

Davis: Economic development.
We need to start thinking out-
side of the box. That's what I'd
like to see happen along with
the outdoor sports complex.
Maybe we should spend our eco-
nomic development dollars on
amenities to attract people to
come. Everyone has an indus-
trial park. What they (compa-
nies) are looking for is a
workforce. If we're going to de-
velop a workforce, we need bet-
ter amenities.

Hague: There are plenty of
projects to choose from, but I
would hope this year the com-
mission could build a better
working relationship with the
city staff. This is important, be-
cause without a strong team ap-
proach, the commission will use
up too much good energy being
at odds with its own staff. New-
ton has a highly professional city
staff—one of the best in the
state. Newton citizens were
clear in the last election that
they want better working rela-
tionships at city hall.

Valentine: It is absolutely nec-
essary that the commission be
studious in the opportunities we
have to examine the different
departments of the budget each
month, so that we will make
wise, informed decisions when
we begin the 2017 budget
process in approximately five to
six months.

Nygaard: Being able to tell all
citizens of Newton we have ten-
ants for our new industrial park,
which would give us additional
employment opportunities, a
larger tax base, and growth for
the city.

What do you think the big
issues will be for the upcom-
ing year in Newton?

Davis: The budget and where
we are going to get money to pay
for things. That will be the num-
ber one issue is our budget. I'm
hoping we can get back on the
wastewater treatment plant and

lower the sewage rates. 

Hague: Newton needs to at-
tract more tax-paying citizens to
our community. To do that, we
need to invest in our commu-
nity—in both traditional areas
like police and fire protection,
streets and job creation, but also
in quality of life improvements.

Valentine: The police station
final plans will be reviewed in
late January 2016. Then comes
the challenge for the commission
to work on how this new station
will be paid for. The crime issue
has made headlines on more
than one occasion. Safety is a
number one concern for our cur-
rent citizens, as well as prospec-
tive residents; therefore,
manpower levels requested by
the police department need to be
met. Final resolution needs to be
made in the Newton/North New-
ton water/sewer issues.

Nygaard: The biggest issue
this year will be how we, as a
team, are going to accomplish
funding the goods and services
the citizens of Newton want and
need with the limited number of
resources we have on hand. If
and when there is a tax increase
it is our goal/job to keep it as low
as possible by working as a team
that we have made wise deci-
sions based on the facts given to
us.

The additional sewage fee
on utility bills has been a
regular point of discussion.
Do you believe the city will
be able to decrease the fee
this year? If so, do you think
decreasing the fee is a good
idea?

Davis: People are under the
impression that we promised we
would do that. Since they are, I
think we need to do it. The treat-
ment plant should come in
under budget, and we should be
able to do it. 
Is that the smartest thing to

do? Probably not, but since we
made the commitment, we need
to follow through with it. 

Hague: I’m hopeful that the
cost of our mandatory sewage
treatment plant upgrade will
come in lower than anticipated,
allowing us to pass the savings
along to our utility customers.

Valentine: This is the right
thing for the commission to do;
this continues to be a sticking
point with the citizens, and they
are looking to their elected offi-
cials to “fix” this problem. 

Once the final numbers of the
sewer upgrade project are pre-
sented to the commission (they
are expected to be less than orig-
inally projected), it is my hope
that we can decrease, at a mini-
mum, the sewer portion on the
utility bill.

Nygaard: We should know the
answer to your question shortly,
as the wastewater treatment
plant re-do is almost done and
the final cost will be known. We
were all told by the city commis-
sion and administrative staff at
that time the fee for the new
plant would be eliminated. I feel
we need to honor that pledge un-
less the citizens of Newton tell
us differently.

What areas of the city
budget do you believe need
more funding? What areas
need less? Or do you think
the city budget funding lev-
els are adequate for depart-
ments across the board?

Davis: Talk to any of the de-
partments, and they don't think
funding is adequate. Police does-
n't feel funding is adequate, and
we got a lot of bad publicity for
that. No one wants to report
when they make drug busts,
that money goes into equipment
and stuff. I think trying to figure
out funding the police station is
something I'd like to do. I think
most departments are ade-
quately funded right now. I don't
see where we can cut anything
at this time until we get into the
budget and study it. 

Hague: We need to adequately
fund our police department. I be-
lieve we need to intentionally
fund quality of life improve-
ments in Newton, just like we
fund major capital improve-
ments like streets and infra-
structure. This will require a
hard look at how we spend
money across the board and how
we manage revenue. Simply try-
ing to reduce costs for the sake
of reducing costs, or to never
consider revenue increases, is
fiscally irresponsible in my opin-
ion.

Valentine: Because we have
recently begun to review the dif-
ferent departments of the
budget, with the intention of
being better informed for the
2017 budget, it is too soon to say
where more or where less may
be needed. However, I do believe
with the current police man-
power levels not where they
should be, having crime and
safety issues to deal with, that

police department funding
should be revisited.

Nygaard: As needs and wants
change throughout the years,
the budgets for all departments
need to be reviewed annually to
ensure all dollars allocated are
given and spent wisely. This
takes teamwork from all in-
volved which would be adminis-
trative staff, department heads,
city employees, citizens of New-
ton and the city commission.

Do you have any changes,
ideas, projects that haven't
been discussed that you'd
like to see brought up for
discussion and debate in
2016? (This would be a good
place to discuss initiatives,
pet projects, little improve-
ments or small reforms
you've been thinking of.)

Davis: You know I want to do
the outdoor sports complex. I
also want to attract some more
restaurants to town. I don't
know how we, the city, go about
doing that, but maybe we ought
to send some info to some of
these restaurants and tell them
we'd like to have them come
visit us. We're getting a number
of apartment complexes possi-
bly. I hope that will solve part of
our housing problem. 

Hague: We need to be serious
about our relationship with
North Newton. I continue to call
for regular joint meetings of the
North Newton City Council and
the Newton City Commission
and feel those should happen at
least twice a year if not quar-
terly. As we consider a new po-
lice station, I am in favor of
renewed dialogue with the Har-
vey County Commission to make
sure we’re not missing an oppor-
tunity for cooperation on a possi-
ble combined law enforcement
center. I also believe we need to
be in open dialogue with the
Newton Public Library Board of
Trustees concerning long-range
planning for a new or remodeled
library facility. Finally, I advo-
cate more planning for better
housing options in Newton
across the entire economic spec-
trum.

Valentine: As a newly elected
official in 2015, I will continue to
listen to and address concerns of
the citizens of this community
who elected me to watch over
their tax dollars, making sure
they are spent wisely. I want to
continue to be a cheerleader for
a more thriving downtown. I
also want to continue to be a
careful and concerned listener
for each interest that presents
before the commission. I’d like to
see the Fly-In come again, as it
did this last October. That
brought a good response and
turnout of Newton and outlying
area citizens.

Nygaard: We need to continue
to improve and work on commu-
nication and leadership skills
between all parties involved

that will make Newton the best
of the best. 

What is/are the most sig-
nificant problem/problems
facing everyday Newton citi-
zens, and how do you hope
to address those problems in
the coming year?

Davis: Growing Newton and
its tax base. Basically, I hope to
work hard on the budget try to
attract more people, that means
taxes go down and the town
prospers more. We need to con-
centrate on attracting a middle
class population coming to New-
ton. Newton has a big heart.
Word gets out, and we attract
all the people—a lot of them just
live off the cuff and Newton is a
good place to do it and I don't
know how to fix that. Maize,
Derby, El Dorado, McPherson
attracts a different clientele, a
middle class. How we fix our
problems is getting those kinds
of folks to come and getting the
kids who grew up here to stay
and want to live in Newton. But
until we fix our poverty, we're
going to continue to have this
problem in Newton where our
base isn't going to grow.

Hague: All Newton citizens
need to have their voices heard
in city government and help
chart the direction of our com-
munity. In my first eight
months as a commissioner, I ob-
serve that too much of the com-
mission’s agenda is guided by a
narrow, minority view in our
community. As a commission,
we need to be better listeners to
the entire community. I advo-
cate a community survey
process that uses scientific
methods to ensure that we hear
from a broad cross-section of the
community in identifying com-
munity priorities and how best
to fund them. I also urge all
Newton citizens to actively par-
ticipate in city government and
make their opinions heard.

Valentine: I believe one way
to have tax relief is to see the
tax base broadened, i.e. more
new businesses coming to New-
ton, along with new families.
With two housing projects

hopefully coming to fruition in
the next year, housing problems
could be resolved for some New-
ton citizens. If we can realize
success in revising the utility
bill, this will help our current
citizens and those considering
moving to Newton, either as a
resident or new business.
I want our citizens, as well as

prospective new residents and
businesses, to be assured that
this Commission is concerned
and committed in addressing
the crime and police staffing lev-
els.  

Nygaard: As a city commis-
sioner, my task/challenge is to
make sure my fellow Newtoni-
ans are getting their dollars’
worth when they are paying
their hard-earned income on
taxes for city services.

FUTURE
From Page 1

Davis Nygaard Hague Valentine

Tracie Strain saw a new
trend heading into the New
Year at the Newton Wellness
Center. She had more people
sign up for a membership in De-
cember to beat the rush of peo-
ple at the beginning of January.
“January and March are usu-

ally our busiest months,” Strain
said. “We had a lot of people
come in during December. It
was the first year for that.”
The center usually sees one

or two new people sign up daily,
but through Monday the 4th

and Tuesday the 5th, 25 new
people signed up at the Well-
ness Center. Strain’s notebook
was filled with names from the
past few days.
Because January is the

busiest month of the year,
Strain holds more duties than
she typically does.
“I’m at the front desk, helping

a client, answering phones,
training clients, signing people
in, and scheduling people,” she
said.
Strain likes January because

she likes to stay busy.
“It’s a challenge,” she said. “I

have to stay focused. I tell peo-
ple I’m living the dream. I get

paid to exercise and encourage
people.”
At Shaw Fitness Solutions

downtown, owner John Shaw
said that he doesn’t worry about
numbers, because he doesn’t

sign memberships, but he does
have set times for personal
training.
He has had two new clients in

the past week but won’t know
the full impact of the New Year
on his gym until the end of Jan-
uary.
“Fitness is finicky,” Shaw

said. “Sometimes people are
into it, and sometimes they’re
not.”
Both gyms see a high reten-

tion rate, as the Wellness Cen-
ter holds 1,200 and 1,400
memberships, not counting the
high amount of people the
Recreation Commission sees on
a daily basis.

Shaw said that when it comes
to personal training, most peo-
ple stick around for six months
then move on, but he has had
clients for two years, and some
who have been with him since
he started a few years ago.
He does group workouts at

his gym in a co-ed setting but
said that around 80 percent of
his clients are female.
“Study after study shows that

women prefer to exercise in
groups,” he said. “Whereas with
men, they like to do their set,
write it down, take a break,
then do another set. Men typi-
cally like to go at their own
pace.”

New Year brings new business to Newton fitness locales
BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
People exercise at the Newton Wellness
Center in the basement of the Recreation
Commission. 
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1 Employment

4 Automotive
Automobiles

2011 Honda Accord EXL 4 door,  41k miles,
clean $11,850. 316-640-3921. 52-2tc
2009 Nissan Altima 4door, low miles 49k,
clean $8,475 316-640-3921. 52-2tc

6 Services
Services Offered

Laid up? Need a haircut? Mobile men's
hair stylist. Weekend appointments. I'll
come to you. Only $15. Call Brandon: 316-
300-5511. 01-1tp

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)
have purchased some of the following
classifieds. Determining the value of the
service or product is advised by this pub-
lication. In order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not offer em-
ployment but rather supply the readers
with manuals, directories and other mate-
rials designed to help their clients establish
mail order selling and other businesses at
home. Under NO circumstances should
you send money in advance or give the
client your checking account, license ID,
or credit card numbers. Also beware of
ads that claim to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that if a credit
repair company does business only over
the phone it is illegal to request any money
before delivering its services. All funds
are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers
may or may not reach Canada.

Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

1 Employment
2 Services
3 Merchandise
4 Announcements
5 Public Notices

6 Automotive
7 Farm & Ranch
8 Real Estate
9 For Rent
10 Too Late To Classify

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifieds

Get the Most BANG for your
BUCK 

in Central Kansas with our
CLASSIFIEDS!

3 For Rent
Apartments/Homes/Rooms

Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn
In Hillsboro: 5 bed 2 bath apartment. No
Smoking, No Pets. 620-382-7696. 49-8tc

Commercial/Office
For Lease. Available December. 7380 Sq.
Ft. 3900 Sq Ft Finished. Built in Battery
UPS. 8 Private Parking Spaces. Handicap
Accessible Entrances. 112 West Broadway,
Newton. 316-772-8048. 38-tfnc

MCN MCN

MCN

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS
Adoption

TWO PROFESSIONALS WITH hearts full
of love who will cherish a baby. We are
your perfect choice as parents. Expenses
paid. Christina and Michael (877)-298-1945

For Sale
20? 40? 45? 48? 53? Storage containers
centralcontainer.net or 785 655 9430

Help Wanted
Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Operator
Career! We Offer Training and Certifications
Running Bulldozers, Backhoes and Exca-
vators. Lifetime Job Placement. VA Benefits
Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

Help Wanted/Health Care
Plant Ops/Safety/Emergency Preparedness
Director, southeast Nebraska Critical Ac-
cess Hospital. Requires bachelor?s, ex-
cellent organizational, customer service,
planning skills. Experience: safety man-
agement, OSHA, environmental safety,
Homeland Security preferred. Competitive
compensation. Apply: www.jchc.us. 
Information: HR (402) 729-6850
Butler Transport Your Partner In Excellence.
CDL Class A Drivers Needed. Sign on
Bonus. All miles paid. 1-800-528-7825 or
www.butlertransport.com
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! 
www.convoysystems.com
Call Lori 1-800-926-6869 ext. 303.

Hunting
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your
land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leasing
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
SNOWBIRDS/CAMPERS! Showroom-con-
dition 2015 43' Forest River Sierra 5th
wheel. Model #370RDOK. Four slides, out-
door kitchen w/grill, King-size bed, rear
living room w/sliding doors. Self-leveling
system, $74,000.  952-290-0755 (can email
pictures) (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
CDL Drivers needed to haul livestock,
home on weekends. Great Benefit Package
for Full-Time Drivers!
www.lynchlivestock.com or call Angie @
563-776-3051 for more information. EOE
(MCN)
MAKE $1000 Weekly!! Mailing Brochures
From Home. Helping home workers since
2001. No Experience Required. Start Im-
mediately! www.centralmailing.net (VOID
IN SD, WI) (MCN)
OWNER OPERATORS wanted. Paid all
miles. No touch freight. Many operating
discounts. Family run business for 75
years. Many bonuses and good home time.
Direct deposit paid weekly. 
Call 800-533-0564 ext.205. (MCN)
CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and benefits.
Matching 401k. Bonuses and tax free mon-
ey. Experience needed. Call Scott 507-437-
9905. Apply on-line http://www.mcfgtl.com
(MCN)
MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.MyHomeIncomeNow55.com (MCN)

FARM RELATED
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ to hunt your
land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leasing
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com (MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
Tired of the snow? Become a Winter Texan
where the sun meets the gulf. Over 100
RV resorts and retirement communities
for you to choose from. RV sites, fully fur-
nished rentals and more. For more infor-
mation visit www.rgvparks.org (MCN)

ADOPTION
A UNIQUE ADOPTIONS, LET US HELP!
Personalized Adoption Plans. Financial
Assistance, Housing, Relocation and More.
Giving the Gift of Life?  You Deserve the
Best. 1-888-637-8200. 24HR Hotline. (VOID
IN IL) (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
DISH NETWORK - $19 Special, includes
FREE Premium Movie Channels (HBO,
Showtime, Cinemax, and Starz) and Block-
buster at home for 3 months. Free instal-
lation and equipment. 
Call NOW! 1-866-820-4030 (MCN)
$14.99 SATELLITE TV.  Includes free in-
stallation.  High speed internet for less
than $.50 a day.  Low cost guarantee. Ask
about our FREE IPAD with Dish Network.
Call today 1-855-331-6646 (Not available
in NE) (MCN)
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-800-442-5148 (MCN)
DISH NETWORK - Get MORE for LESS!
Starting $19.99/month (for 12 months).
PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast Internet for
$15 more/month). 
CALL Now 1-800-390-3140 (MCN)
DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/mo. FREE In-
stallation. FREE 3 months of HBO SHOW-
TIME CINEMAX, STARZ. FREE HD/DVR
Upgrade! 2015 NFL Sunday Ticket Included
(Select Packages) New Customers Only.
CALL 1-800-203-4378 (MCN)
19.99/mo. for DIRECTV - HD Channels +
Genie HD DVR + 3 months FREE HBO,
SHOW, MAX & STARZ + FREE NFL Sunday
Ticket! Call Now 1-888-552-7314 (MCN)
ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! 
Call Now! 1-888-607-9294 (MCN)
GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. 
Call NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 50 tabs $90
includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-0780
or Metro-Meds.net (MCN)
CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! 
Call 1-888-389-0695. 
www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com (MCN)
Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. 
Call today 1-888-403-7751 (MCN)
AS SEEN ON TV:  Burn fat quickly & effec-
tively with Garcinia Cambogia.  Blocks
fat. Suppresses your appetite. Safe - 100%
natural.  Satisfaction Guaranteed! Free
bottle with select packages! 844-587-6487
(MCN)
ELIMINATE CELLULITE and Inches in
weeks! All natural. Odor free. Works for
men or women.  Free month supply on se-
lect packages. Order now! 855-738-3083
(MCN)
LIVING WITH BACK PAIN, NECK PAIN or
WRIST PAIN?  Medicare recipients may
qualify to receive a pain relieving brace at
little or no cost, plus get Free Shipping.
Call now to speak with a Rapid Relief back
pain specialist! 844-887-0082 (MCN)
ACNE SUFFERERS:  Clear your acne with
all natural Acnezine!  Eliminate the root
cause of acne fast. No negative side effects
of chemical treatments. Exclusive Trial 
Offer, Call: 855-402-7215 (MCN)
Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
Save up to 93%! Call our licensed Canadian
and International pharmacy service to
compare prices and get $15.00 off your
first prescription and FREE Shipping. 
1-800-263-4059. (MCN)
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call
Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

WE HAVE NEW OWNERS

The Legacy of Herington is taking applications for full and part time
RN positions.  Must have a positive attitude, be a dependable team
player, and be able to deliver quality care to our residents.   We offer
flexible scheduling and an attractive benefit package.  Interested
persons may send their resume to Michelle Clore, Administrator, 2
East Ash, Herington, KS  67449. EOE

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-800-795-9687 (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
1-800-283-0205 (MCN)

PERSONALS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW!  No paid op-
erators, just real people like you.  Browse
greetings, exchange messages and connect
live.  Try it free.  Call now:  800-357-4970
(MCN)

FINANCIAL
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled
tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

KCAN

Call 620-947-5702
or email

natalie@hillsbo-
rofreepress.com

Reach
MORE 

people with
our 

classifieds!
Your classified
ad will appear 

in both the 
Hillsboro Free

Press and 
Newton Now..
reaching every
Marion County
household and
Newton Now 
subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for
20 words, then 
25¢ per word

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25)

Marion County Park and
Lake Marion County Park
and Lake is now accepting

applications for the 
Park and Lake Assistant.

Applicants must have
good people skills, com-
puter skills (Word and

Excel), able to work week-
ends, help with cleaning

and landscaping. 

Please pick up applications
available Monday-Friday
9am-5pm, Saturday 8am-

7pm at Marion County
Park and Lake O�ce: 

#1 O�ce Dr. Marion, KS.
Any questions call 

Lake O�ce
620-382-3240.

Full Time Assistant Facilities
Groundskeeper

Application and job description may be
picked up at: 
Newton Recreation Commission
415 N. Poplar St. • Newton, KS 67114

Position is responsible for the care and upkeep of Newton athletic
facilities. Applicant must have some experience in grounds
maintenance. Must be available to work evenings/weekends as
needed. Must have a valid driver’s license, be able to pass a
background check and drug/alcohol test. Excellent benefits
package included. EOE

Hillsboro Ampride 
• All shifts 

• Drug testing
mandatory 

• Must be able to
work weekends. 

Apply at the store 512 E. D, Hillsboro

Cooperative Grain and Supply Crop Production 
is looking for an

CDL Class A or ability to ob-
tain required. Excellent benefit 

package. Hiring subject to 
pre-employment drug test.

Contact Chad Arnold 
620-947-3799 for details.

Agronomy Field Operator
Circle D Corporation has immediate openings for an experienced Production
Spray Painter. The successful candidate will have an excellent attendance
record and a minimum of 12 months of recent production experience. Highly
qualified applicants can expect excellent compensation and a benefit package
that includes company paid health and life insurance, retirement plan and
more. Apply at

Circle      Corporation
613 N. Ash • Hillsboro Ks 67063

620-947-2385

Production Spray Painter

EOE

HELP WANTED
2nd Shift Packer
4:00pm - 12:00 am
3rd Shift Packer
3rd Maintenance
12:00am - 8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:
CONTAINER SERVICES, INC

220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

BOOKKEEPER
WANTED

Must have working
knowledge of 

Quickbooks & Excel. 
Full time, 

insurance, vacation.

Send resume to:
PO Box 45

Hillsboro, KS 67063

Kids Connection Daycare and Preschool 
has immediate openings for 

Part-time staff members 
Applicants should be available to work 

M-F 3pm-6pm. 
Please stop by Kids Connection located 

in the Hillsboro Mennonite Brethren Church 
300 Prairie Pointe, Hillsboro

to get an application

HOUSEKEEPER
Prairie View is currently accepting applications 

for a full time housekeeper.  
Position works M-F; 6a – 2p.  

Previous housekeeping experience preferred, 
will train right candidate. 

Apply online at:
www.prairieview.org

EOE

REGISTERED NURSE
Prairie View is currently accepting applications for a

full time Registered Nurse to work with adults on
our Inpatient unit.  Will work two day shifts 

(7a-7p) and one night (7p-7a) per week, 
including every other weekend. 

Visit our website at
www.prairieview.org to

apply online.  EOE

for the State Farm o�ce in Marion, Kansas
�is employment opportunity is with a State Farm Agent, not with 

State Farm Insurance Companies and requires completion of licensing 
requirements to solicit and service State Farm products, 

including Property, Casualty, Life and Health.

Some duties include:
• Assist with agent’s marketing efforts
• Provide quality service to State Farm policyholders
• Calling and Selling

Individual must be motivated, competitive, 
a team player, teachable, able to multi-task 

and possess good communication skills. 

If interested please email resume to
becky.walsh.c2v3@statefarm.com

Seeking a full-time 
Sales/Service Individual



taken from a log recovered
on the Monticello planta-
tion,” Buckner wrote in a
pamphlet. “The wood was
a deep red in color and
much of it, beautifully fig-
ured. There's no evidence,
of course, that Thomas
Jefferson might have
planted the tree. But the
fact that it grew in an or-
chard that once supplied
fruit for the Jefferson
household certainly added
a cachet to the wood, beau-
tiful in its own right.”
For a long time, the re-

tired music professor
taught conducting at
Washburn University.
Now, he makes conduct-
ing batons, and it's impor-
tant for a baton to be
balanced between the
shaft and handle, Buckner
said.
“The way I do that is I

inlay brass balls in the
handle, so they do take
quite a long time to
make,” Buckner said.
One of the pens Buck-

ner made is from a tree
planted by J. Sterling
Morton, father of Joy Mor-
ton, who founded Morton
Salt Co. J. Morton was a
newspaper editor in Ne-
braska who founded Arbor
Day and was the third
U.S. Secretary of Agricul-
ture. J. Sterling Morton
planted a walnut tree
from which Buckner ac-
quired wood to make a
pen.

“I like pens with stories,
woods with stories,” Buck-
ner said.
Two of these are woods

were found in Ireland
bogs.
“Two of the most inter-

esting woods in my wood-
shed come from the peat
bogs of Ireland,” Buckner
wrote in another
brochure. “For around a
thousand years, my bog
oak and bog yew woods
were buried under thick
layers of vegetation. They
are the product of climate
changes. The trees would
grow during relatively dry
cycles. When excessive
rain would fall and the
land would flood, the trees
would drown and fall,
tumbling into the bog.”
Peat then covered them,

saving the wood from de-
caying because it shut out
the oxygen. They were
preserved for centuries.
Buckner also makes

pens from Osage orange,
and he has three he cre-
ated from a church pew
from a Lutheran church in
Wichita.
“I would say I like it be-

cause it's instant gratifica-
tion,” Buckner said. “You
can very quickly come up
with something that is
very satisfying to you, in
contrast to woodcarving,
which takes forever.”
Buckner said he can

make a pen in as little
time as two hours.
“Another desirable fea-

ture of woodturning is
that you can do very small
things,” Buckner said,

adding he's started mak-
ing thimbles.
In addition, one also can

make large items on a
lathe, depending on space.
At one time, Buckner had
a lathe he could spin
something on that was 24
inches wide.
Another benefit of the

hobby is it can be done in
a wheelchair, Buckner
said. Although he's not
wheelchair-bound, Buck-
ner had a total knee re-
placement and had to sit
in a tall chair to do his
work to not have pain.
“So there's just no end

to things you can do,”
Buckner said. […] “It is a
relatively safe way of
shaping wood.”
The North Newton resi-

dent has been working
with wood for years.
“I've been turning wood

actually since I was 7
years old,” he said.
His father, he said, was

a superb woodworker.
“This couch here was

my baby bed,” Buckner
said of the piece of wooden
furniture in his living
room. “In fact, he made all
the furniture in my house
actually.”
His father used walnut

from the family farm in
southwest Missouri by
Springfield. The house
Buckner grew up in was
built out of walnut logs by
Daniel Boone's son,
Nathan Boone, and Daniel
carved the mantels.
“The place was heated

by two enormous fire-
places at either end of the
house,” Buckner said. “I
say 'heated' in quotes be-
cause most of it went up
the chimney.”
One thing he's been

happiest about is he's
worked with Bethel Col-
lege students with an in-
terest in learning
woodturning.

“I guess I've had, in the
10 years I've lived here,
I've had seven different
kids that have worked
with me,” Buckner said,
adding two were twins on
the Bethel football team.
Currently, students Laird
Goertzen from Goessel
and Ryker Williams of
Paxico are in their second
years working with Buck-
ner.
The three have items

for sale in various places
in Kansas, including
Kauffman Museum in
North Newton, and they
also put on workshops and
demonstrations.
From the time he was

quite young, Buckner was
out in his dad's shop,
crawling around and play-
ing with woodblocks.
“My dad had a very

large and well-equipped
woodworking shop,” Buck-
ner said.
Through high school

and college, Buckner did-
n't do much woodworking,
and before teaching at
Washburn, he was a high

school band director in
Lincoln. When two band
members married, he'd
make them a grand-
mother clock, which is
smaller than a grandfa-
ther clock.
“That happened four

times,” he said.
While at Washburn,

Buckner made a few
wooden things, including
at least three processional
crosses for as many
churches, processional
candlesticks and missal
stands.
“I inherited my dad's

tools and retired for the
first time to western Ne-
braska,” Buckner said.
“Had a great big shop
there.”
When he decided to

move to North Newton, he
had to reduce his tool sup-
ply, “which brought all
kinds of feelings of woe,”
Buckner said.
Now, he loves his shop.
“It's just as handy as a

well-organized kitchen,
and I am able to work out
there year round.”

danheinzeinsurance.com

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

283-5870

Harder Family
Construction

Building in Sand Creek Station, 
Stone Creek Estates, Newton & 
surrounding cities & counties.

bbuuiillddiinngg 
eenneerrggyy 

eeffffiicciieenntt
hhoommeess

NNeeww hhoommee ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn ssiinnccee 11997744 

Storage Units Available 
12x40 RV and Mini Storage

101 West Hwy 50 • 316-217-3305
jsmitch73@hotmail.com

Reserve Your Unit NOW!

Securestore50.com
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County commission accepts vehicle bids, approves salaries

The New Year will
bring some new equip-
ment for the Harvey
County Sheriff's Office as
well as the county sanita-
tion department. 
The Board of Harvey

County Commissioners
opened bids for six 2016
Ford Police Interceptor
SUVs as well as a passen-
ger van. 
Rusty Eck Ford was

awarded the bid for the
vehicles for $99,950 after
trade in. 
Don Hatton was

awarded a bid for a pas-

senger van for $23,200
after a trade in. 
The commission also

heard bids for a backhoe.
Five bids were analyzed.
Prices ranged from
around $82,000 to
$113,000. Commissioners
made no final decision
and asked staff to evalu-
ate the bids in the coming
week. 
The commission ap-

proved salaries for elected
officials unanimously. For
2016 the county attorney
will make $100,891, the
sheriff $90,725, the
county clerk $68,245,
treasurer $64,877, regis-
ter of deeds $59,245 and
county commissioners
$26,849. 

In other news, 2015
sales tax revenue jumped
up by $89,600 or four per-
cent over the last year
bringing this year's total
to $2,336,568. The jump
follows a 6.7 percent in-
crease for 2014 over the
previous year. 
This year’s increase

outstrips the year’s infla-
tion rate of 0.5 percent. 
Since 2012 Harvey

County sales tax revenue
has increased by 13.5 per-
cent. 
During the meeting,

Commissioner Randy
Hague spoke about the
need for the State of
Kansas to expend
Medicare and Medicaid in
the upcoming session. 

The federal government
would pay for 90 percent
of the expansion up until
2020. The expansion is
estimated to provide care
for an additional 130,000
low income Kansans who
fall into a gap not qualify-
ing for the affordable care
act but making too much
to qualify for Medicare. 
“If that didn't have,

quote, ‘Obama Care’ at-
tached to it, it would have
passed the first time it
crossed their agenda,”
Hague said of the legisla-
ture’s refusal to hear de-
bate on allowing the
expansion. 
“I'd rather have our

money we're paying to the
federal government be

helping Kansans,” he
said. “We need to provide
health care to those who
need it. It also generates
money back into the econ-
omy, and it creates jobs.
The legislature needs to
have hearing on it and
not conduct these middle-
of-the-night deals.”
Commission Member

Chip Westfall also voiced
his agreement for the leg-
islature holding hearings. 

ETC.
•The county desig-

nated First Bank of New-
ton as the official bank of
Harvey County.
•The commission

named the Newton
Kansan as the official

newspaper of Harvey
County.
•The commission

passed a motion to
pledge to welcome breast
feeding in designated
spaces of the courthouse
and health department
building for breastfeed-
ing mothers. 
•All commissioners

were present at the
meeting. 
•The commission ap-

proved payments of two
weeks of bills for
$160,722 and $85,528 re-
spectively. 

Editor’s note: Newton
Now intern Reece Hiebert

contributed to this arti-
cle.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Moran to Kansas partisans: Republicans can’t win the White House with Trump 

HAVEN—Jerry Moran, the
junior senator from Kansas, says
Republicans can't win the White
House in 2016 with a polarizing,
partisan presidential candidate
like current front-runner, Don-
ald Trump.
"I hope Republican voters rec-

ognize that they have to nomi-
nate, we have to nominate,
somebody who can carry states
other than Kansas, Oklahoma,
Nebraska, Mississippi and Ala-
bama,” said Moran, who added,
"I’m looking for a nominee who
can carry Ohio and Pennsylva-
nia. Otherwise, we end up with
the administration that we’ve
had for eight years."
The senator's declaration came

on Dec. 29 during a "Kansas Lis-
tening Tour" town hall meeting
at the Haven Senior Center. He
also stopped in Hillsboro on the
tour. 
In the course of an hour,

Moran fielded questions and
comments from veterans, college
students, and ordinary townsfolk
on veteran's issues, education,
social security, child poverty, un-
employment, renewable energy,
the omnibus budget bill and Syr-
ian refugees.
But then, inevitably, the talk

turned to politics and how it’s
lost its appeal. 
Sen. Moran served as the Na-

tional Republican Senatorial
Committee Chairman during the
2014 elections. Under his leader-
ship, Republicans gained a net
increase of nine seats, the
largest Senate swing by any

party since 1980 and the largest
Senate gain in a midterm elec-
tion since 1958.
But he told the audience in

Haven his euphoria was short-
lived.  
“I felt that way for just a little

bit. But I don’t feel that way
now. It’s not about which politi-
cal party is in office; who has the
majority. It’s what you do with
it." 
In fact, Moran says he's soured

on politics, period.
“It wears me out,” he said.

“Who wins, who loses, who’s up,
who’s down. The only benefit
that can come is to change the
outcomes at the end. I think
we’re getting better, but we are
far from being in a position in
which we can continue to high-
five, congratulate, and shake
hands about our accomplish-
ments. My point is, just winning

an election is not very satisfying.
We need results.
“Now that Republicans have to

govern, they can’t take the risk
of shutting down the govern-
ment. We can’t be just against
things." 
The conversation turned to the

presidential election. A man
asked, “If Donald Trump hap-
pens to be the Republican nomi-
nee, do you think that’s going to
impact some of these swing
states, where you might wind up
losing the Senate because of him
at the top of the ticket?” 
There was a wave of nervous

laughter. In a hall filled with Re-
publicans, this was the elephant
in the room. Moran joked about
being put on the spot, and then
spoke spiritedly for several min-
utes. 
"I was asked the question in

Clearwater earlier today, 'Why

doesn’t the Republican Party
weed out the candidates and find
somebody who can win?' The an-
swer to that question I think is
that, even if you wanted to, they
can’t do it. ...There is no one who
could say, ‘Donald Trump, I’m
sorry but we don’t think that you
can win an election.’ Nobody has
that power. That’s to be deter-
mined by the voters in the coun-
try, and particularly in this case,
the Republican voters in primar-
ies and caucuses. 
"So there is no power to weed

[him] out. And if that happened,
the end result is that Trump’s
numbers would go up, not down."
He took a breath and contin-

ued. 
"I hope Republican voters rec-

ognize that they have to nomi-
nate, we have to nominate,
somebody who can carry states
other than Kansas, Oklahoma,
Nebraska, Mississippi and Ala-
bama.”
One person clapped three

times in the tomb-quiet room.
“If that’s all you can do, you

can’t win an election," he contin-
ued. "If we don’t nominate a Re-
publican that can also carry, I
don’t know, Virginia, Ohio,
Florida, Pennsylvania, we may
be to the point in which Republi-
cans can’t elect, in most years, in
most elections, a president.”
After a heavy silence, someone

asked, “Can't you make the case
for optimism? For those of us
with four young kids who want
to believe, and do believe in this
country and the future; who re-
fuse to give in to cynicism? We’re
on the verge of a new year. Make
the case for optimism.”
It was Jesse McCurry, of Col-

wich, the father of four young

children. 
Moran said that he, person-

ally, had made a habit of finding
reasons to be optimistic at the
beginning of every new year.
But, politically, he confessed, the
challenge to being optimistic is,
"who will be the president, and I
don’t know the answer to that
question."
The former Congressman now

Senator has held "Kansas Lis-
tening Tour" meetings in all 105
counties in Kansas.  Almost al-
ways, as in this past go-round,
he has driven himself to the
meetings from his home in Man-
hattan. 
Asked if he'd ever been pho-

tographed getting into his car af-
terward, the senator smiled. 
“No, but I just got a new truck

that I’m really proud of,” he
said. 
The shine on his new Ford

was splattered over with road
salt. He recovered the key where
he'd left it -- hidden on a rear
tire under the wheel well -- and
opened the door. With a grain el-
evator as a backdrop, the man
raised in Plainville, Kan., (Pop.
1,903), smiled as the camera
strobe fired. 
As the senator stepped up on

the running board to bid
farewell, a shop owner who'd
missed the meeting emerged
from his store and shouted,
“Don’t let the Democrats ruin
our country!” 
Sen. Moran's listening tour

continued the next day in Mar-
ion, and then on Jan. 4, in Hill
City, and Jan. 5, in Ransom, be-
fore he returned to Capitol Hill
to confront the 2016 Legislative
Session and the political season
to come.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
North Newton resident John Buckner holds pens he made on his lathe.

GRANT OVERSTAKE/NEWTON NOW
Kansas Sen. Jerry Moran addresses a crowd last week at the Haven Senior Center.

BY GRANT OVERSTAKE
NEWTON NOW STAFF

editor@clarionpaper.com



Randy Jordan’s tough-
est adversity never came
on a Friday night at
Ravenscroft Gym or in a
state basketball tourna-
ment. His toughest times
never even happened as
an officer for the Newton
or North Newton police
departments.
Jordan’s toughest time

came from people who
stood up and wanted him
gone as the Newton girls
head basketball coach.
At least two different

times people in the com-
munity or parents of his
players started petitions
to get him fired as coach.
He couldn’t remember all
of their reasons but knew
there was a list. 
“Those moments when I

was attacked personally,
those were difficult times
for me and my family, be-
cause how do you combat
that?” he said.
The first time, in 2006,

he answered their calls.
“A lot of folks felt like if

we didn’t win it all, it was
a failure,” he said. “I was
under a lot of pressure, a
lot of stress.”
Jordan led his Railers

to the state champi-
onship, the school’s only
girls basketball title.
Since then, coaches have
approached him and said
they’ve never seen a state
tournament as stacked as
the 2006 championship. It
featured several division
one players and three pri-
vate schools.
“I look back on it and

wish I could have enjoyed
it more, but the pressure
was immense,” Jordan
said. “I haven’t felt that
pressure since. I’ve got
nothing left to prove. You
can say what you want
about me as a coach, but
we won it all. We’ve been
to the state tournament
seven times in 13 years,
and each time, it’s a little
more fun. I have no pres-
sure, no stress when we
go there.”
There was a list of neg-

atives his opposition had:
too sarcastic, told some
police stories that scared
the girls. 
“I’m just sitting there

listening and shaking my
head. It was a wild time,”
he said. “There were a
couple times I didn’t know
if I was going to survive
it, but I did. Our kids
were making good grades,
our kids weren’t getting
in trouble on the streets
or school, we were follow-
ing all the rules, but yet
we had these people that
were hell-bent on getting
me fired. But they didn’t
know me. They didn’t
know me as a person or
anything about me, other
than I was the head
coach, and they didn’t like
it. That really bothered

me.”
Newton has won more

than 70 percent of its
games with Jordan at the
helm. But his claim to
fame can’t be found in
numbers.
He served on the New-

ton police force for 23
years before becoming the
North Newton Chief of
Police more than two
years ago. Jordan served
as a school resource offi-
cer at Chisholm Middle
School and the Santa Fe
5/6 Center.
“I think the most re-

warding part of my job
was working with the
kids, helping the kids,”
Jordan said. “My job as a
school resource officer
often times, if I didn’t
help a kid, it was going to
be disastrous. There were
lots of those moments
where I had the opportu-
nity to step in and get
them out of really bad sit-
uations. Whether they
were being sexually
abused or physically
abused, they depended on
me to get them out of that
mess. So there were lots
of those moments where I
was able to help a kid get
out of a terrible situation
at home.” 
His time as an SRO left

him with many proud mo-
ments.
“Those moments proba-

bly mean more to me than
merit badges I got. Just
being able to help kids—
that’s probably the most
rewarding and proudest
time for me,” he said.
During the day, Jordan

is the only officer in
North Newton, so he
takes calls, patrols the
streets, completes paper-
work, and goes to various
meetings.
“I just have to hope

nothing goes wrong dur-
ing the day so I can make
it to practice,” he said.

Jordan has missed a
“handful” of practices in
his time as head coach.
He said he’s lucky to have
had the kind of support
he’s been given currently
and over the years. He
used fellow officer and
coach Chad Gay as an ex-
ample.
“Chad Gay coached

football; if something
came up during the day, I
would help him so he
could get to the game or
get to practice,” Jordan
said. “Then when basket-
ball season came, he
would do the same for me.
Other officers did the
same. It’s the same thing
at North Newton. City
Administrator John Tor-
line is very supportive. He
likes the fact that I’m in-
volved in the community,
and the guys that work
for me cover for me.”
He named several peo-

ple, including former
Newton Chief of Police
Jim Daily, former USD
373 Superintendent Dr.
John Morton, fellow offi-
cers, and family as being
huge supporters during
his good and bad times.
“Without the support,

there’s no way I could do
it,” Jordan said.
His family is a basket-

ball family. His son, Lan-
don, coached at Tabor
College before becoming a
pastor, and his wife
coaches in Valley Center.
Jordan’s daughter,
Mandy, coached in Okla-
homa before moving to
Texas. Even his wife,
Jackie, spent time at
summer camps and tour-
naments around “kids she
wasn’t raising.”
If on paper the two pro-

fessions seem on opposite
ends of the spectrum, it’s
because they are. Jordan
said that he uses his lead-
ership skills at both the
department and at the

gym, but that’s about
where the similarities
end.
“[Basketball] is much

more positive, being
around good kids,” Jordan
said. “There are some pos-
itives in police work,
being chief, you’re still a
leader, like I’m a leader
here. I use leadership
skills with both jobs. I try
to motivate people. I got
officers I have to keep mo-
tivated as well as these
players. That’s probably
the only similarity.”
He uses both jobs to

help people. He’s helped
countless young people
get out of bad situations
but also steps up if some-
one on his team his hav-
ing a tough time.
One year, he told his

players he knew of a fam-
ily who needed help at
the holidays.
“They weren’t going to

have much of a Christ-
mas,” he said.
So he asked his team to

donate any money they
could to give to the fam-
ily. He never told his
girls who it was for, but
the family used the
money for gifts and food.
On a few occasions, he
and his coaching staff
will chip in to buy a kid
some new basketball
shoes. His teams used to
help out at an elementary
school in Hays when they
went there for a tourna-
ment.
These things are just

part of who he is. Jordan
likes to help and feels he
leads a full, rewarding
life because of it.
“I think any time you

go through adversity, and
that’s some I preach to
our players. When things
aren’t going well, it’s bet-
ter to take a step back
and learn from it,” he
said. “It made me a
stronger person.”
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PHOTOS BY CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Newton head girls basketball coach Randy Jordan stands in Ravenscroft Gym. Jordan is in his 13th season as head coach. BELOW: Randy
Jordan reacts to a call at Newton’s home opener in December. Jordan’s Railers are 4-2 on the season.

Finding a balance
Jordan works as coach, police chief

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

Bethel men fall
on the road to
NCAA Div. II team

The four-and-a-half-
hour trek down to Good-
well, Okla., may have felt
even longer coming back
home for the Threshers
on Monday night.
Bethel went down to

Panhandle State Univer-
sity to take on the Aggies
and came home with an
86-67 loss. Panhandle
State is an NCAA Divi-
sion II school.
The Threshers jumped

out to a seven-point lead
to start the game, but it
was all Aggies the rest of
the night. A 14-1 run
gave Panhandle State a
lead it would not relin-

quish.
The Aggies tacked on

another 21-6 run in the
first half and held a 45-
31 lead at halftime. An-
other big run enabled
them to lead Bethel by
27 points before the
Threshers cut it back to
13. 
Austin Mitchell led

Bethel with 15 points,
and Jenson Kingsley
tacked on 10 points in
the loss.
The Threshers are 4-

13 overall and 4-3 over
their last seven games.
They play again Thurs-
day, Jan. 7, at 8 p.m.
against conference foe
Friends University. The
women will play before
the men at 6 p.m. at
Thresher Gymnasium.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Bethel’s Jenson Kingsley gets set at an early season game. Kingsley
is one of just two seniors for the Threshers. 

Bethel alumnus signs
extension with Golden State

Bethel alum Travis
Schlenk has found more
success than even he
thought he’d have. As
an assistant general
manager for the Golden
State Warriors, Schlenk
was a driving force be-
hind bringing a world
championship to San
Francisco for the first
time in 40 years in
2015.
Schlenk joined Golden

State in 2004 and in
September, the War-
riors secured his serv-
ices for even more time
with a three-year con-
tract extension. 
He holds many differ-

ent duties for the organ-
ization, including
scouting and roster and
personnel moves.
Schlenk will be the first
to say that he simply

shows up and does his
job.
“I think he’s under-

stating his importance
to the franchise,” Hall of
Fame basketball legend
and Warriors executive
board member Jerry
West said. “He’s pre-
pared; he’s knowledge-
able. There’s a reason
we won Franchise of the
Year.”
West said that

Schlenk is qualified to
be a general manager
somewhere, but he’s ob-
viously happy where he
is.
Warriors general

manager Bob Myers
was quoted as saying
that Schlenk could pos-
sibly be the hardest-
working person in the
organization.
The Warriors started

the 2015-16 NBA season
with 24 consecutive
wins and are on pace to
set the league record for
wins in a season.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Travis Schlenk, director of player personnel of the Golden State War-
riors, looks for the next D-League call up while watching the club
play.



Thurs., Jan. 7
7:30 a.m.—Newton City

Commission agenda pre-
view at Newton City Hall

4 p.m.—Newton boys
swimming invitational at
Newton High School

6 p.m.—Teen Game-
Zone & Crafts at Newton
Public Library. Make but-
ton frames, play games,
and don’t forget library
card to use laptops

6 p.m.—Bethel women’s
basketball vs. Friends at
Thresher Gym

6:30 p.m.—Sixth Grade
Vocal Music Concert at
Santa Fe 5/6 Center

8 p.m.—Bethel men’s
basketball vs. Friends at
Thresher Gym

7:30 p.m.—Movie/Float
night at Newton Activity
Center

Friday, Jan. 8
4 p.m.—Anime Club for

Teens at Newton Public
Library. Teens ages 12-18
meet to view and discuss
anime

6 p.m.—Newton High

School vs. Derby girls bas-
ketball at Ravenscroft
Gym

7 p.m.—Fifth and sixth
grade Winter Ball at New-
ton Activity Center

7:30 p.m.—Newton vs.
Derby boys basketball at
Ravenscroft Gym – Home-
coming dance to follow.

Monday, Jan. 11
4 p.m.—Teen Game-

Zone & Crafts at Newton
Public Library. Make
Shadowhunter pens, play
games, and don’t forget li-
brary card to use laptops

6:30 p.m.—Newton
Public Schools Board of
Education work session at
McKinley Administration
Center

7 p.m.—Newton Public
Schools Board of Educa-
tion meeting at McKinley
Administration Center

7 p.m.—North Newton
City Council meeting,
North Newton City Hall

7 p.m.—Chinese Medi-
cine and Weight Loss at
Newton Public Library.
Constance Gehring, a NC-

CAOM certified acupunc-
turist, will talk about the
Chinese medicine perspec-
tive on causes and solu-
tions for weight gain and
weight management, with
a look at foods and strate-
gies, as well as diets, for a
better outcome.

Tue., Jan. 12
5 p.m.—Newton City

Commission work session,
Newton City Hall

6 p.m.—Newton vs.
Hutchinson girls basket-
ball at Ravenscroft Gym

7 p.m.—Newton City
Commission meeting,
Newton City Hall.

7:30 p.m.—Newton
High School vs. Hutchin-
son boys basketball at
Ravenscroft Gym

Thurs., Jan. 14
4:30 p.m.—Ribbon cut-

ting for Newton Medical
Center’s Central Home
Center at Newton Medical
Center. Refreshments will
be served.

6 p.m.—Teen Game-

Zone & Crafts at Newton
Public Library. Make
Shadowhunter pens, play
games, and don’t forget li-
brary card to use laptops.
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I’m going old school with my baseball cards
Ithink I may be a child of a

past generation or the last
of my kind. Either way, I’m

in weird territory.
I like newspapers, maga-

zines, hard-copy photographs,
and baseball cards. While all
my friends had iPods, I had a
Zune, and was one of the last
people I knew to get a smart
phone. I proudly carry my
iPhone 4S with me everywhere
I go. I can post pictures to my
now one-year-old Instagram
where my bio says “I’m usually
late to the party.”

In college, I was made fun of
extensively for being too “old
school.” Oh, well, at least I’m
not like Old Man Behymer and
forget to attach files in e-mails.

Which is surprising because
of my affinity of most things

old school, like my collection of
around 6,000 baseball cards
currently at my house. I also
have a small stack of copies of
Sports Illustrated magazines
from 2007 and 2008.

I started collecting baseball
cards simply because I like
baseball. I’d sort them accord-
ing to team, or by name, or
pour over the stats on the back.
I’d spend hours and hours sort-
ing through these cards.

My most priceless card is one
from a man named Zack Mon-
roe. He played two seasons for
the New York Yankees, made
24 appearances and went 4-2
with a 3.38 earned run aver-
age. He helped New York win
the 1958 World Series.

Monroe is also my great-
great-step-uncle. He currently

resides in Peoria, Ill., and I’ve
never met him.

Even though I’ve never met
the guy, I will never even at-
tempt or consider selling that
card.

About two years ago I broke
a promise to my 10-year-old
self and listed some cards on-
line. 

I posted cards from Mark
McGwire, Sammy Sosa, and
Ken Griffey, Jr., among others.
I couldn’t wait to do it, either. I
thought about how much
$6,000 would help out the ol’
bank account. I said goodbye to
the cards I listed and waited
for my e-mail to explode with
bids.

I listed these cards for one
dollar apiece. For sure, some-
one would bite. They were just
a dollar.

Eventually, eBay sent me no-
tifications that if I didn’t do
something with my items, they
would remove them.

I’m still waiting on those of-
fers.

If you want to know how
much your baseball cards are
worth, the answer is not very

encouraging. I asked for a dol-
lar for these cards. One dollar.
What I got in return was the
sad sound of crickets chirping.

So now I’ve accepted that I
will always be somewhat of a
10-year-old and may never get
rid of my baseball cards.

It’s a delicate situation now,
because I’ll occasionally open
my binders or boxes, and the
next thing I know, its two
hours later and I forgot to eat
dinner. Time flies when you’re
having fun.

So you can call me a nerd,
geek, old school, or whatever,
because it’s probably true.

Clint Harden is the sports ed-
itor at Newton Now. He can be
reached at clint@harveycoun-
tynow.com or 316-281-7899.

HARD COUNT

CLINT HARDEN

Bethel signs quarterback Matt Jones

Matt Jones will transfer
from Coffeyville Commu-
nity College to Bethel at
semester and will be
available for spring prac-
tices.

Jones played in four
games as a freshman, in-
cluding one against the
Bethel junior varsity, an
88-8 win for the Red
Ravens. He threw for 146
yards in 2015 with three
touchdowns and no inter-
ceptions. 

Jones played for Wi-
chita's Trinity Academy in
high school, where he led
the Knights to a 6-3 over-
all record and 5-1 in the
Central Plains League in
2014. He completed 69
passes on 118 attempts
for 974 yards and 14
touchdowns. He tossed
four interceptions on the
year.

Coffeyville finished 8-3
on the season and 4-3 in
the Jayhawk Conference.
The Red Ravens were the
No. 1 team in the nation
before three consecutive
losses put them at No. 14
to end the year.

The Threshers have two
quarterbacks listed on
their roster in Charles
Johnson and Chase

Sparks, both of whom just
finished their freshman
seasons. Johnson’s most
action came against Ster-
ling when he played the
entire second half.

Jones will have the
most experience on the
team at quarterback as all
three enter their sopho-
more seasons.

Bethel is seeking a new
quarterback, as Brandon
Steed just finished his
senior season. Whoever
takes over will have big
shoes to fill, as Steed was
one of the top offensive
players in the KCAC in
2015. He averaged the
third-most yards per
game at 224.9 to finish his

college career.
The Threshers finished

2015 with a 3-7 record
and went 3-6 in the
KCAC.

Jones is a native of Au-
gusta and is the fifth
signer for the Threshers
in 2015 and third from
Coffeyville Community
College.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
A Bethel flag waves before the kick off against Hastings. Bethel will lose quarterback Brandon Steed to grad-
uation.

NEWTON POLICE REPORTS

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Jan. 3
Criminal Calls
*Criminal Damage,

Criminal Trespass, 200
Blk SW 7th, 01/03/16  
Arrests:
*Kelby J. Schmidt, 22,

Newton / Obstruction,
Criminal Trespass,
01/03/16, 300 Blk W 7th 

*Hollee A. Reynolds, 26,
Newton / Warrant,
01/03/16, 100 Blk E 8th  

Jan. 2
Criminal Calls:
*Burglary, 100 Blk SW

4th, 01/02/16 
*Burglary, 100 Blk SW

4th, 01/02/16 
*Criminal Damage, 100

Blk SW 2nd, 01/02/16 
*Att. Burglary, Crimi-

nal Damage, 3200 Blk
Red Fox Lane, 01/02/16 

*Theft, 1700 Blk S
Kansas, 01/02/16 

*Peeping Tom, 400 Blk
W 9th, 01/02/16 
Arrests:
*Calvin E. Ratcliff, 56,

Missouri / Distribute
Marij, Poss Drugs, Poss
Para, No Tax Stamp,
Criminal Use of Weapons,
01/02/16, 1200 Blk E 1st 

*Brandon L. Branscum,
30, Whitewater / DWS,
01/02/16, 1900 Blk E 1st 

Jan. 1
Criminal:
*Attempted Burglary,

Criminal Damage, 200
Blk E 2nd, 01/01/16 

*Theft, 1300 Blk S
Kansas, 01/01/16 
Arrests:
*Marisa E. Bueno, 19,

Newton / DUI, MIP,
01/01/16, 200 Blk S Evans 

*Easton T. McCune, 18,
Newton / DUI, MIP,
01/01/16, 1200 Blk N
Main 

*Phillip C. Mc-

Creery, 18, Newton / MIP,
01/01/16, 1200 Blk N
Main 

*Steven P. Sieber, 30,
Moundridge / Notice of
Change of Address,
01/01/16, 300 Blk W 10th 

*Venessa A. Olivarez,
40, Newton / DWS,
01/01/16, 200 Blk N Elm 

Dec. 31
Criminal:
*Criminal Damage, 600

Blk Central, 12/31/15  
Arrests:
*Allison M. Moyer, 27,

Newton / Theft, 12/31/15,
600 Blk SE 36th  

Dec. 30
Criminal:
*Burglary, 1100 Blk N

Boyd, 12/30/15 
*Theft, 600 Blk E 4th,

12/30/15 
Arrests:
*Mathew A. McLain,

30, Wichita / Warrant,
12/30/15, 100 Blk E 7th 

*Jason L. Yotter, 43,
Newton / DC, Warrant,
12/30/15, 1200 Blk N
Duncan 

*Nolan Q. Oglesby, 33,
Wichita / DUI, 12/30/15,
900 Blk W Broadway 

*Robert A. Middleton,
Jr., 45, Newton / DUI, Re-
fuse Intox Test, Littering,
12/30/15, I-135  MM31   

*Randal A. Paul, 52,
Newton / DUI, Refusal to
Submit Test, 12/30/15,
1000 Blk E 12th 

Dec. 29
Criminal: 
*Distribute Drugs, Poss

Drugs, Poss Para, No Tax
Stamp, 100 Blk SW 2nd,
12/29/15 

*Theft, 400 Blk W 3rd,
12/29/15 

*Criminal Damage, 200
Blk Windward Dr.



Prairie View Inc. was
awarded a $50,950 Ten-
ant Based Rental Assis-
tance (TBRA) grant from
the Kansas Housing Re-
sources Corporation
(KHRC) to help people
with severe mental illness
afford safe and decent
housing.
Eligible tenants for this

grant must reside in Har-
vey, Marion or McPher-
son counties. The
awarded funds will offer
qualified applicants as

much as two years of
rental subsidy assistance.
Households receiving as-
sistance generally will
pay no more than 30 per-
cent of their adjusted
monthly income for rent.
TBRA awards are

funded through the fed-
eral HOME Investments
Partnership program ad-
ministered by KHRC. The
grant gives the opportu-
nity of affordable housing
for those at or below 50
percent median income.
Prairie View’s grant is

targeted at persons with
severe and persistent
mental illness.
Prairie View began ac-

cepting applications for
housing assistance on

Jan. 5. For more informa-
tion, contact Brad
Schmidt, director of adult
residential services, at
(316) 284-6400 or (800)
992-6292.
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HEALTH/SENIOR LIVING

Jasperson
Chiropractic
Clinic

1525 N. Main
NEWTON 

316.283.8544

Health for a 
Lifetime
Manual, Activator or Impulse 
gun manipulations

Acupuncture

Custom made orthotics

Whole food supplements

Most 
Insurance 
Accepted

from

Wishing you all 
a Happy 

New Year!

Crystal Miller, Branch Manager
620-200-0840

614 N. Main St. Suite B • Newton, KS 67114
www.MillerMortgagePro.com

NMLS 1142776     Kansas Licensed Mortgage Company #SL0000524

Make the Rest of  Your Life the Best of Your Life
Reverse Mortgages are Insured by the U.S. Federal Government

Curious About the Reverse Mortgage
Commercials on TV?

You don’t feel comfortable
calling an 800 number?

Call me for no-cost, 
no-obligation information.

Newton woman helps folks save money with Medicare enrollment
ASSISTING OTHERS

Betty Lanzrath be-
came a SHICK vol-
unteer because she

wanted to help people.
And help people she has.
“I get enjoyment from

seeing I saved somebody
$2,000 a year,” she said.
SHICK (Senior Health

Insurance Counselor of
Kansas) volunteers help
people navigate the tan-
gled highways and by-
ways of Medicare. SHICK
is affiliated with the Har-
vey County Extension Of-
fice, Lanzrath said.
Each year, Harvey

County SHICK volun-
teers write down how
much money they've
helped people save and
report it to Susan Jack-
son with the Extension
Office. In 2014, they
helped 784 beneficiaries
save $206,835.
“That’s what drives me

is to know we’re assisting
people,” Lanzrath said.
“Having a sister who is
mentally challenged, you
worry somebody’s going
to take advantage of that
person and sign them up
for something they don’t
need. […] I don’t want
people to take out a pol-
icy and pay hundreds of
dollars for it each year
when they don’t need it.”
Lanzrath became a vol-

unteer after helping her
sister.
“I become a volunteer

after using their services
for my sister, who is
handicapped,” Lanzrath
said, adding she used
services in Sedgwick
County and had no idea
how to enroll her sister
in Medicare, but “I had to
get it done.”
A neighbor suggested

she contact a SHICK vol-
unteer.

“They were very help-
ful,” Lanzrath said.
“Helped us work through
a range of requirements
[…] that the government
has.”
After Lanzrath retired

from Newton Medical
Center as director of
medical records, she de-
cided to help others as
she had been helped.
“I think this is my

fourth year to do it,” she
said.
Once a year, she has to

go through a one-day
training to maintain her
counselor status and take
online tests, adding
Medicare is made up of
so many parts, as in
Parts A through D.
Medicare also has plans,
as well as parts. Part A is
hospital insurance while
Part B is medical insur-
ance.
“They make it more

complicated by calling it
plans A through K,” she
added, which are for sup-
plemental insurance or
Medigap.
So, Medicare has parts

and plans. And then
there’s another twist,
which is Part C,
Medicare Advantage,
which is health insurance
offered by private compa-
nies. Some people get
that instead of the origi-
nal Medicare, Lanzrath
said.
It’s taken Lanzrath

three years to under-
stand Medicare Advan-
tage.
“Sometimes, I’m still

confused,” she said in the
quilting room at Grand
Central (formerly the
Newton Area Senior Cen-
ter).
Lanzrath isn’t the only

SHICK volunteer in Har-
vey County.
“There are probably

eight different volunteers
here in Harvey County,”
she said, as they work

out of the courthouse, the
Department of Aging and
Kidron Bethel Village, as
well as traveling to the
Sedgwick Senior Center.
“I came in here as the

assigned person for Har-
vey County to provide
services at the senior
center,” Lanzrath said.
After a couple of years,

she was asked to be on
the senior center board,
and she just started her
term as board president
on Jan. 1.
The SHICK volunteers’

busiest time of year is
October through Decem-
ber when folks are trying
to choose their drug
plans. Lanzrath said
most parts of Medicare
don’t change for people
after enrolling, with one
exception.
“We tell people it’s very

important they look at
their drug plan every
year,” she said. “The

drawing force for me is to
help people save money
with their health-care
costs.”
With Medicare,

Lanzrath said there still
are costs associated with
it as people still have to
pay for parts of medical
costs.
Medicare Part A is

free, and the government
establishes a monthly fee
for Part B. For an aver-
age citizen, Part B did
cost $105 a month, al-
though the federal gov-
ernment recently raised
that cost to $120. Those
with annual incomes
higher than $85,000 pay
a higher fee.
Drugs are Part D, and

consumers pay a monthly
premium for that, which
varies depending on
which plan they choose.
One place a SHICK

volunteer comes in is
when a person meets

with him or her, the vol-
unteer enters drugs and
dosages the person is
taking into a website.
“So they’ll present the

plans that cover their
drugs,” Lanzrath said.
Also, which pharmacy

a person picks to fill their
prescriptions also can
have an impact on med-
ication costs.
“You wanna take your

prescription to a phar-
macy that is considered a
preferred pharmacy by
the provider,” Lanzrath
said.
In addition, some peo-

ple don’t enroll in
Medicare when they’re
first eligible for the drug
plan and enroll later.
Then they’ll be penalized
by the government. Peo-
ple who continue to work
after age 65 usually are
offered insurance
through their employers.
However, if they continue

to work, they’ll get en-
rolled in Part A and
won’t be penalized for not
joining Part B because
they have had legitimate
coverage through an em-
ployer.
“So it can be very com-

plicated for people,”
Lanzrath said. […] Be-
cause there are so many
facets of Medicare, it be-
comes overwhelming and
confusing.”
Because of this confu-

sion, Lanzrath has had
people bring in all their
medications and mail. 
“People will come in

carrying a bag of all their
medications or they’ll
bring their mail because
they haven’t opened it,”
she said.
Once a person turns

65, insurance companies
can sell supplemental in-
surance.
“I’ll tell people to bring

their mail, and I’ll tell
you what you can toss,”
she said.
In Kansas, 51 compa-

nies are approved to sell
supplemental health in-
surance, and there are 28
companies in the state
that can sell a drug plan.
Lanzrath said she tells

people if an insurance
agent knocks on their
doors, selling insurance
unsolicited, they should
report them to the state
fraud line, as they’re not
allowed to do that.
Also as a SHICK vol-

unteer, Lanzrath is re-
quired to keep
information about people
confidential and isn’t al-
lowed to promote any in-
surance company. Her
job is to present informa-
tion and give people
choices. They can’t tell
people what to do.
“You try to present the

facts to them and help
them make the best deci-
sion for themselves,”
Lanzrath said.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Betty Lanzrath of Newton, right, helps Newton resident Stephen Holub with Medicare enrollment. 

Prairie View receives state award for housing assistance
FOR NEWTON NOW

Disc golf fundraiser on Saturday 
On Saturday, Jan. 9, Newton’s Hyzernaut disc golf

club will host a tournament at Camp Hawk to raise
money to benefit the AGAPE Resource Center through
the Hyzernaut X Food Drive. There will be three divi-
sions of play – Pro, Advanced and Amateur.
Registration for the event will run from noon to 1 p.m.

with the event starting at 1:15 p.m. There will be two
cost divisions. For $20, participants can play the course
and receive a food-drive disk. For $10, they can play on
the mini course. Participants can play one or both.
Hyzernaut bag tags will be available for purchase,

and all participants will also be entered in the basket
raffle.  

WANT MORE CONTENT?
Check out our website: www.HarveyCountyNow.com
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Kid Scoop is made possible by these sponsors: 

If you like this feature and would like it each week, consider 
subscribing to this newspaper, which provides Kid Scoop to 

requesting classrooms free of charge.
harveycountynow.com/newtonnow

712 N. Main • Newton
316.284.0390

www.EAULILY.com

Open Sunday
afternoons in

December.

Gifts & Toys 
for all ages.

Some 
handmade, 

all well made!

Standards Link: Health: 
Develop and use effective 

coping strategies.

Anti-Bully 
Armor

When you feel 
good about 

yourself, you’re 
less likely to be 

hurt by what 
others say. Take a 
little time to build 
up your anti-bully 

armor. What is 
anti-bully armor? 

Feeling good 
about yourself! 

Look through the 
newspaper for 

words and 
pictures that show 
something that is 
good about you. 
Glue these onto a 

sheet of paper 
titled: What’s 

good about ME! 
Post it where 
you can see it 

everyday.

Many, many children are bullied 
everyday. These children can feel lost 
in a maze made up of bad feelings – 
sad, stressed, embarrassed, nervous, 
depressed, helpless. These feelings can 

make it hard to do well 
in school and to make 
friends. Experts say that 
there is something that 
can help a child who has 
been bullied. To find out 
what that is, complete the 
maze. The letters along 
the correct path of the 
maze spell the answer!

Bullying makes playgrounds, schools and 
even neighborhoods feel unsafe for some 

children. This week, in honor of Martin Luther 
King’s message of peace, Kid Scoop looks at 
ways children can help themselves and others 

be safe on the playground. 

You can’t tell a bully by his or her 
looks. You can tell who is a bully by 
the way he or she acts. Here are some 
of the things a bully might do:
 • Hit, kick or push to hurt people.
 • Call others bad names, tease or 

scare people.
 • Say mean things about someone.
 • Grab someone else’s stuff.
 • Leave a kid out of a game on 

purpose.
 • Threaten another kid.
What else have you seen bullies do?

The bully is not wearing a hat. The bully isn’t wearing a striped shirt. 
The bully is not wearing glasses. Which kid is the bully?

Bully Clues:

Bullying hurts. It hurts a lot. Bullying can make 
kids feel sick. It can make them not want to go to 
school. And no one likes to watch other kids 
 getting picked on. No one likes a bully.

 Stan is the shortest 
 boy in the fourth 
 grade. Greg, the 
 tallest boy, picks on 
 him every day. Abby 
 and Eric are tired of 
 watching this. What 
 could Stan do or 
 say? What could 
Eric do or say? What could 
Abby do or say? What does 
everyone want Greg to do? 

Hey, shorty! 
Shouldn’t you 

be back in 
preschool?

“You can’t 
play with 

us!”

A

CF

R

B

I“I’m going 
to punch 

you!”

M K

V

ENFINISH

D “Your 
clothes are 

ugly!”

START

A

Make a list of people you 
can talk to if you are being 
bullied. Cut the list out and 

keep it with you.

Standards Link: Health: Make decisions about feelings 
and safety issues that support mental and emotional health.

Standards Link: Health: Identify ways to seek assistance if concerned, threatened or abused.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow written directions.

Bullying is a problem in schools all 
around the world. Kid Scoop found 
information from anti-bullying 
programs in Scotland, Australia and 
Canada as well as the United States.
Standards Link: Health: Identify support systems.
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Look through the newspaper for an article that 
portrays a person or a group of people who are 
hurting other people. Could this also be called 
bullying? Identify who in the article you think 
is the bully and who is being bullied.
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Find the words in the puzzle, 
then in this week’s Kid Scoop 

stories and activities.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognizing identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

PLAYGROUND
PEACE
BULLIES
HURTS
NERVOUS
THREATEN
HELP
BUILD
FRIEND
TEASE
ARMOR
GAME
FEELINGS
PATH
MEAN

Bullies in the News

Standards Link: Health: Recognize and respond appropriately 
to situations involving destructive behaviors.

Standards Link: Health: Develop protective factors that help foster resiliency.

Pretend not to hear. Instead listen to 
your own thoughts and tell yourself, 
“That’s their problem, not mine.” and 
“I’m OK just the way I am.”

Find a safe person to talk to. Make a 
list of people you could talk to about 
being bullied or about times you have 
seen others being bullied. 

Be a buddy. Kids who are alone are 
more likely to be bullied. Make a plan 
to walk with a friend wherever you 
think you might meet a bully.

Don’t bully back. Getting angry and 
fighting back sometimes is just what 
the bully wants. It’s dangerous too, 
because someone could get hurt.

A bully 
scribbled over 
some of the 
words in our 
list of tips! 
Find the 

missing word 
or words in 
each tip.

fighting
friend

mine
person

times
thoughts

ANSWER: Because her class was so bright!

My friend Lawrence had the 
hiccups while getting a haircut. 
I was joking and teasing with 
him about it and said his 
haircut made him look like a 
_________ _____________.

It was only a joke, but it made 
him pretty angry. To make it up 
to him, I invited him to see the
________________ with my 
family. Lawrence cheered up 
when he saw a _____________
_____________  ___________
on the trapeze.

A shiny ____________ drove 
into the center ring and a dozen 
crazy ____________ climbed 
out of it. My dad bought us 
each a bag of hot 
_____________ and a balloon 
shaped like a _______.

When we got home, I 
apologized again to Lawrence. 
“It’s okay,” he said. “I can’t 
stay mad when I think about 
the ___________ __________ 
we saw today!”
Standards Link: Grammar: Understand and 
use nouns, adjectives and verbs correctly.

Have a friend give you each 
type of word to fill in the blanks. 

Then read the story aloud!

The verb tease means to 
make fun of or annoy.

TEASE

Try to use the word tease 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Dad told Jeremy not to 
tease his little sister.

Complete the grid by using all the 
letters in the word IGNORE in each 
vertical and horizontal row. Each letter 
should only be used once in each row. 
Some spaces have been filled in for you.

Have you ever had a 
disagreement with another 

person? How did you handle 
the problem? Tell kids some 
helpful things to do to solve 

disagreement issues.

Kids Help Kids
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