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The Harvey County Prosecutors Office declined
charging Kiel Enns, who was recently arrested on
pending charges of attempted murder for a stabbing
that occurred in downtown Newton.

County Prosecutor David Yoder said after review-
ing the case his office found that Enns had a strong
argument for self defense. 

“We're not filing charges in relation to that person
in custody,” he said. “We're still look-
ing at charges in the case of others
involved.”

The situation arose after Newton
Police responded to reports of a stab-
bing Friday night at an apartment in
the 100 block of E. Broadway. The
stabbing was called in by Enns, 31,
Wichita, who was eventually ar-
rested and held on pending charges
of attempted first degree murder. 

The department found a man,
later confirmed to be Michael Scott Berg, with a stab
wound in his chest as well as a broken leg. 

Emergency crews rushed Berg to St. Francis hospi-
tal in Wichita in critical condition. Berg survived his
injuries. 

Police Lt. Scott Powell said, according to informa-
tion compiled in the police investigation of the case

Stabbing
ruled to be
self-defense

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

ABI situation still murky

City Manager Bob
Myers said it was possi-
ble that the city would
release more information
on the ongoing ABI
Chemical situation to the
public in the coming

week. 
When questioned about

the financial situation of
the company and if the
city was still receiving
lease payments or if ABI
was in a state of default,
Myers said he would pre-
fer not commenting on
the situation before
speaking with bond coun-
sel to make sure the in-
formation he provides is
factual.

The city has been look-
ing into ABI Chemical re-
cently after the company,

which promised to bring
dozens of jobs, failed to
show progress over two
years after its facility
was built at the airport. 

The development is
concerning, as the city
owns the $6.8 million
ABI Chemical building
and issued bonds to pay

for the buildings con-
struction that it is re-
sponsible to pay back.
The city was using lease
payments from ABI to
pay down the debt serv-
ice.  

The city asked for a
year’s worth of rent pay-
ments to be set aside in
an escrow account in case
the company couldn't
make a payment or came
up short as a security.

Myers previously said
that money had left the
escrow account. 

� Public statement by
city possible within week.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Enns

See STABBING / 8

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Above: Vernon Schroeder, left, and Bryce Corfman take part in the Saturday afternoon jam session. Below: Joan Kennedy plays the
bass.

Those attending the New-
ton Acoustic Jam on Satur-
day played a haunting
rendition of “Amazing
Grace” in a small circle of
chairs while a few folks lis-
tened. There was playing,
singing and laughing as hot
coffee and treats sat out
near the kitchen and the
sun shone brightly outside
before the freezing rains
came.

“Amazing Grace” was just
one of the songs the group
played on a variety of in-
struments, including
acoustic guitars, auto harp,
dobro, bass (the one that re-
sembles a large cello and not
the bass guitar) and man-
dolin. In fact, one of the peo-
ple there, Delbert Reser of
Hesston, was inducted into
the Kansas Bluegrass Asso-
ciation Hall of Fame.

The group meets to play a
variety of tunes from 1 to 4
p.m. the second Saturday of

ACOUSTIC JAM FOLKS MEET ONCE A MONTH

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Taking note

See NOTE / 8

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Arlo Kasper, right, talks to head carpenter Doug Harms about the Kaspers' project,
turning their garage/shop into a casita.

When professor emeritus of
theater Arlo Kasper retired from
Bethel College in 2001, he
planned to make furniture in his
and wife Kathryn's garage/shop
in North Newton.

However, as with life, some-
thing else and more adventurous
came up. He and Kathryn, also
professor emeritus at Bethel,
moved to Paraguay, so instead of
building furniture, they built a
life there, and they still have

their home in North Newton.
“I haven't built any furniture

yet,” Arlo said.
In addition to living in

Paraguay, the couple is turning
their garage/shop into a small
home, where they'll reside when
they return to North Newton
during the summer break in
Paraguay, which is from Christ-
mas through February. Kathryn
said temperatures there now are
in the 90s.

“Normally, we come here to
cool off December through Janu-
ary,” Arlo said, adding the school

Kasper couple constructing winter
residence while here from Paraguay

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com
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With names like Altar Ego, Madame President, I
Carol About You, Just BeClaus, Can't Find My Czech-
book, You're Such a BudaPest, Friar, Friar Pants on
Fire and I'm So Swamped, Newton resident Diana
Thacker is quite familiar with the types of names OPI
nail lacquer uses.

“It's always a play on words,” Thacker said about
the names OPI comes up with for their nail colors.

Thacker has been doing nails for 26 years. By the
numbers, if she did one set of nails every day during
that time, she'd have done almost 100,000 nails, or
94,900 to be exact. She's probably done more nails
than one set per day, however.

That's a lot of nails and a lot of nail polish, perhaps
gallons and gallons, all to help her clients feel pretty.

Thacker said she only does gel nails and artificial
nails, because that's her clientele. She also doesn't do
anything extra fancy.

“I don't do nail art,” she said. “I might do stripes or
something,” adding she specializes in ladies who like
the classic look. “Some wear them longer than oth-
ers.”

Local cosmetologist
has been doing
nails for 26 years

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

See NAILS / 8
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With impending ice storm, business picks up at Creation Station

Knit one. Purl two. Knit
one. Purl two. Knit. Knit.
Knit. Purl. Purl. Purl.

These two knitting
stitches were part of the
plans of at least one New-
ton woman this weekend,
who bought several skeins
of yarn and some knitting
needles Thursday at The
Creation Station in New-
ton to start an afghan in
anticipation of an ice
storm hitting the area.

Another customer,
Newton High School stu-
dent Kristin Jantzen,
picked up some elastic
and a few skeins of gold
yarn on Friday afternoon.

“I’m making a sweater,”
she said, wearing her
NHS letter jacket. “It’s
going to be fabulous.”

Creation Station owner
Catherine Blocher said
folks were shopping more
last week in her store,
which sells a variety of
yarns, crafts and hand-

crafted items, because of
the impending storm.

“Business has probably
picked up by 50 percent
this week,” she said. “As
early as Wednesday, busi-
ness picked up with peo-
ple specifically because
they wanted something to
do while they were holed
up at home.”

Blocher said one of her
regular customers came
by and said she was going

to wait until next week to
start a project, but she de-
cided to go in to buy sup-
plies and then start it last
weekend.

Yarns Blocher sells
range in sizes, colors and
materials. Some are
acrylic, others have wool
in them, and colors range
from pastels to saturated
fall colors, like teal, pur-
ple and rust.

“I carry a whole range

of yarns—from sock yarns
to mega-chunky,” she
said. “Acrylic, cotton and
natural fibers, as well.”

Blocher planned to be
open on Saturday, unless

there was no electricity.
She said someone was
going to drive her to work
because she didn't want
her vehicle sitting outside
gathering ice for a num-

ber of hours.
The Creation Station,

605 N. Main St., is open
from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
weekdays and 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Saturdays.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Catherine Blocher, right, helps customer Kristin Jantzen on Friday at The Creation Station in Newton. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
The Creation Station offers a variety of yarn, including these chunky
ones.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

There’s always room for Jell-O cookies
It was 1897 in LeRoy,

N.Y. A carpenter by
the name of Pearle

Wait and his wife, May,
were experimenting with
how to preserve a cough
remedy and a laxative
tea. One of their experi-
ments included using gel-
atin, and while they
didn’t necessarily find a
way to preserve their
medicines, they did suc-
ceed in making history.

The fruit-flavored
dessert they created in-
stead became a household
name. They decided to
name it Jell-O, according
to the Jell-O Gallery Mu-
seum’s website.

In the more than 100
years since its creation,
Americans have found all
kinds of ways to use Jell-
O. It’s always been high
on my dessert list. But
there are ways to use the

colorful powder that won’t
produce something gelati-
nous, and I recently tried
one of them: cookies.

This is from the blog
“iSaveA2Z.” You can find
the original at
http://www.isavea2z.com/
easy-jello-flavored-cook-
ies/. I doubled the vanilla
in mine. Also the original
recipe calls for sprinkling
the cookies with the pow-
der from another package
of Jell-O. I opted for col-
ored sugar instead.

Easy Jell-O-Flavored
Cookies

1-1/2 cups butter, soft-
ened

1 cup sugar
3-ounce package Jell-O

(any flavor)
1 egg
2 teaspoons vanilla
3-1/2 cups flour
1 teaspoon baking pow-

der
Colored sugar for sprin-

kling
Preheat the oven to 400

degrees. Prep a cookie
sheet with parchment

paper or cooking spray.
Beat the butter until

creamy and then add the
sugar and Jell-O. Beat
until the mixture is fluffy.

Beat in the egg and

vanilla.
Add in the flour and

baking powder and mix
until well combined.

Roll the dough into
about 1-inch balls and
place about an inch apart
on the baking sheet. Flat-
ten each ball slightly and
sprinkle with colored
sugar.

Bake for about 8 min-
utes per batch. (Beware:
this will make a ton of
cookies.)

I waited until the edges
of my cookies looked
brown, but with the bat-
ter being the color of the
Jell-O, I thought the
browned bottoms didn’t
look as pretty, so I’d rec-
ommend not letting them
get too browned before re-
moving them and just let-
ting them finish baking a
little on the cookie sheet

out of the oven.
My cookies turned out

pretty crispy, and I
thought they tasted more
like sugar cookies than
having a strong flavor of
the Jell-O I put in them. I
suspect that might be be-
cause I just used the col-
ored sugar instead of
sprinkling more powder
on them, but I wasn’t
looking for something too
sweet, so I liked the light
flavor.

After making these
cookies, I have a bit of a
craving for normal Jell-O.
I just think I’ll avoid that
laxative tea flavor. That
doesn’t sound like a good
idea to me.

Lindsey Young is co-
owner of Newton Now, the

managing editor of The
Clarion and a Bethel Col-

lege graduate.

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
Jell-O flavored cookies can be made with any flavor of Jell-O you pre-
fer, making them customizable for all kinds of occasions.
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Trappers Rendezvous: Attendance down but not out

There might've be a lot
more happy moms this
past weekend if their Boy
Scout sons who had
brought a bunch of junk
from their rooms to trade
at Trappers Rendezvous
didn't bring back home
just as much stuff.

Trappers Rendezvous is
an annual event con-
ducted on the Martin
Luther King Jr. weekend,
where as many as around
6,500 Scouts, leaders and
others attend at Harvey
County West Park.

This past weekend, only
about 1,200 attended,
most likely because of the
impending ice storm. That
didn't stop Newton Boy
Scout Troops 123 and 127.

By around 3 p.m. Satur-
day, however, Troop 123
had left the park, as it
was pouring down rain
and hailing, but Troop
127 persevered with a
couple of fires lit, numer-
ous tents set up and a
community shelter for
their troop. Earthy smoke
from the fires snaked
through the air as Scouts
and leaders talked and
sat around.

Three Scouts, Nathan
Whistler, Zeke Thompson
and Creed Ekerberg were
perched under the white
community shelter, mess-
ing around with their but-
terfly knives.

“We're showing him
how to use a butterfly
knife, which is call a grav-
ity knife,” Ekerberg said
about Whistler, who had
just traded to get this
knife a couple of minutes
before that, and the other
two also traded for theirs.

All three Scouts like
camping out during this
weekend.

“It's fun,” Ekerberg
said. “It's probably my fa-
vorite Scouting event to
go to.”

Thompson said one
thing he liked was throw-
ing knives at a tree.

“Even if you're not trad-
ing, they have tomahawk
throwing, BB gun shoot-
ing,” he said, adding there
are “mountain men” along
the road who will tell
them stories. If they col-
lect nine coins from all the

mountain men, Scouts get
a prize.

The Scouts had plenty
of food, shelter, heat,
warm clothes and arctic-
quality sleeping bags.

On Saturday afternoon,
Troop 127 leaders weren't
too worried about the pos-
sible impending ice storm.

“We're 10 minutes from
Newton,” said Todd
Wedel, committee chair.
“If it gets bad, we'll use
common sense. It's not a
cold year by any stretch.”

He said on Saturday if
roads got slick, they'd
take gravel roads into
Newton.

Temperatures vary
widely during the annual
event. Sometimes, it's in
the 50s; other times, it's
only in the single digits,
said Mark Ekerberg,
Scoutmaster.

“Part of the point is to
persevere regardless of
the weather,” he said.

Another way they stay
warm is to use air mat-
tresses when sleeping,
which keeps them off the
ground.

The group of local lead-
ers and 12 Scouts went
out on Friday and
planned to return home
Sunday.

While being interviewed
around 3 p.m. Saturday,
Wedel said their remain-
ing plans for the day in-
cluded hanging out, and
then making shepherd's
pie and cobbler for dinner.

“Agenda-wise, I think
we're pretty much done
except for making din-
ner,” he said.

Scouts cook in Dutch
ovens over open flames.

In addition to Scouts
and leaders showing up,
at least a couple of former
Scouts and brothers from
Newton, Joseph Barden
and Josh Barden, were
there to check things out.

“To see how many peo-
ple would brave the
weather this weekend and
see how things have
changed in the last four or
five years,” Joseph said.
“See who's foolish enough
to come out here.”

The brothers said they
were in Troop 111, which
was out of Newton, and
that it folded. Both were
Eagle Scouts.

Joseph said, in addition,
Coleman Factory Outlet
had a big circus tent out

there, so they stopped
there, and he bought a
cast-iron cooking griddle.

“They usually have
good deals,” he said. “You
can never have too much
cast-iron cooking.”

Joseph also pointed out

how some people get cre-
ative, adding a plywood
front to their tent and
putting a 55-gallon drum
with a fire in it into the
tent. Doing that, the tent
can get as warm as 70 to
80 degrees.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, Nathan Whistler, Zeke Thompson and Creed Ekerberg mess around with their butterfly knives dur-
ing Trappers Rendezvous. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Boy Scouts Creed Ekerberg, left, and Douglas Ragon sit by the fire on a chilly Saturday at Harvey County West Park during Trappers Rendezvous.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton residents and former Boy Scouts Josh Barden, left, and Joseph
Barden, right, share a laugh with Kelly Bruce, center, scout master of
Troop 130 in McPherson on Saturday. Bruce attended school in Newton. 

Find more news at harveycountynow.com!

Reward offered for stolen skid steer
Usually the kind of

items thieves steal are
easy. A car with keys in
it, a bike left outside, a
laptop left unwatched.
But a theft that happened
over the weekend just
west of Newton took some
doing. 

Thieves stole a skid
steer from Nick
Holzrichter from H&H
Auction Company in the
1200 Blk of Hoover Road
along U.S. Highway 50. 

To do so, they had to
fabricate a key, bring in a
large trailer and load it
up, all without being no-
ticed. 

Holzrichter has offered
a $2,500 reward for infor-
mation leading to the ar-
rest and prosecution of
those involved in the theft
of the piece of equipment
he valued at $17,000. 

Holzrichter said he first
noticed the machine had
been stolen Monday
morning, when it was not
sitting in front of the shed
where it was parked. 

“I pretty well figured
right away it got stolen,”
he said. 

Holzrichter sells skid

steer attachments and
used the machine to move
them around and unload
them. 

He said the machine, a
2004 Case 60XT is cov-
ered by insurance, but
he's shut down from sell-
ing attachments until it
either comes back or gets
replaced. 

He didn't sound opti-
mistic about his chances
of seeing it again. 

“It could be down the

road two miles in some-
one's barn or it could be
in Mexico by now,” he
said. “The one thing that
went through my mind is
he's going to be happier if
the cops catch him and
not me.”

The machine has
AF0368531 on it and
2,500 hours on its meter.
Holzrichter asked anyone
with information on the
theft to contact him at
620-804-2977.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

COURTESY PHOTO
A photo posted by Holzrichter of his stolen piece of equipment.
Holzrichter is offering $2,500 to anyone with information leading to the
arrest and prosecution of the thieves who stole it. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The Newton Kiwanis club recently presented $1,500 to local organizations. It awarded a $500 check
to Marianne Eichelberger, library director at Newton Public Library. It also awarded a $1,000 check to
Jan Jones of Safe Hope from SafeHope, formerly the Harvey County Safe House pictured above.

Giving back
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Trappers Rendezvous: Attendance down but not out

There might've be a lot
more happy moms this
past weekend if their Boy
Scout sons who had
brought a bunch of junk
from their rooms to trade
at Trappers Rendezvous
didn't bring back home
just as much stuff.

Trappers Rendezvous is
an annual event con-
ducted on the Martin
Luther King Jr. weekend,
where as many as around
6,500 Scouts, leaders and
others attend at Harvey
County West Park.

This past weekend, only
about 1,200 attended,
most likely because of the
impending ice storm. That
didn't stop Newton Boy
Scout Troops 123 and 127.

By around 3 p.m. Satur-
day, however, Troop 123
had left the park, as it
was pouring down rain
and hailing, but Troop
127 persevered with a
couple of fires lit, numer-
ous tents set up and a
community shelter for
their troop. Earthy smoke
from the fires snaked
through the air as Scouts
and leaders talked and
sat around.

Three Scouts, Nathan
Whistler, Zeke Thompson
and Creed Ekerberg were
perched under the white
community shelter, mess-
ing around with their but-
terfly knives.

“We're showing him
how to use a butterfly
knife, which is call a grav-
ity knife,” Ekerberg said
about Whistler, who had
just traded to get this
knife a couple of minutes
before that, and the other
two also traded for theirs.

All three Scouts like
camping out during this
weekend.

“It's fun,” Ekerberg
said. “It's probably my fa-
vorite Scouting event to
go to.”

Thompson said one
thing he liked was throw-
ing knives at a tree.

“Even if you're not trad-
ing, they have tomahawk
throwing, BB gun shoot-
ing,” he said, adding there
are “mountain men” along
the road who will tell
them stories. If they col-
lect nine coins from all the

mountain men, Scouts get
a prize.

The Scouts had plenty
of food, shelter, heat,
warm clothes and arctic-
quality sleeping bags.

On Saturday afternoon,
Troop 127 leaders weren't
too worried about the pos-
sible impending ice storm.

“We're 10 minutes from
Newton,” said Todd
Wedel, committee chair.
“If it gets bad, we'll use
common sense. It's not a
cold year by any stretch.”

He said on Saturday if
roads got slick, they'd
take gravel roads into
Newton.

Temperatures vary
widely during the annual
event. Sometimes, it's in
the 50s; other times, it's
only in the single digits,
said Mark Ekerberg,
Scoutmaster.

“Part of the point is to
persevere regardless of
the weather,” he said.

Another way they stay
warm is to use air mat-
tresses when sleeping,
which keeps them off the
ground.

The group of local lead-
ers and 12 Scouts went
out on Friday and
planned to return home
Sunday.

While being interviewed
around 3 p.m. Saturday,
Wedel said their remain-
ing plans for the day in-
cluded hanging out, and
then making shepherd's
pie and cobbler for dinner.

“Agenda-wise, I think
we're pretty much done
except for making din-
ner,” he said.

Scouts cook in Dutch
ovens over open flames.

In addition to Scouts
and leaders showing up,
at least a couple of former
Scouts and brothers from
Newton, Joseph Barden
and Josh Barden, were
there to check things out.

“To see how many peo-
ple would brave the
weather this weekend and
see how things have
changed in the last four or
five years,” Joseph said.
“See who's foolish enough
to come out here.”

The brothers said they
were in Troop 111, which
was out of Newton, and
that it folded. Both were
Eagle Scouts.

Joseph said, in addition,
Coleman Factory Outlet
had a big circus tent out

there, so they stopped
there, and he bought a
cast-iron cooking griddle.

“They usually have
good deals,” he said. “You
can never have too much
cast-iron cooking.”

Joseph also pointed out

how some people get cre-
ative, adding a plywood
front to their tent and
putting a 55-gallon drum
with a fire in it into the
tent. Doing that, the tent
can get as warm as 70 to
80 degrees.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
From left, Nathan Whistler, Zeke Thompson and Creed Ekerberg mess around with their butterfly knives dur-
ing Trappers Rendezvous. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Boy Scouts Creed Ekerberg, left, and Douglas Ragon sit by the fire on a chilly Saturday at Harvey County West Park during Trappers Rendezvous.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Newton residents and former Boy Scouts Josh Barden, left, and Joseph
Barden, right, share a laugh with Kelly Bruce, center, scout master of
Troop 130 in McPherson on Saturday. Bruce attended school in Newton. 

Find more news at harveycountynow.com!

Reward offered for stolen skid steer
Usually the kind of

items thieves steal are
easy. A car with keys in
it, a bike left outside, a
laptop left unwatched.
But a theft that happened
over the weekend just
west of Newton took some
doing. 

Thieves stole a skid
steer from Nick
Holzrichter from H&H
Auction Company in the
1200 Blk of Hoover Road
along U.S. Highway 50. 

To do so, they had to
fabricate a key, bring in a
large trailer and load it
up, all without being no-
ticed. 

Holzrichter has offered
a $2,500 reward for infor-
mation leading to the ar-
rest and prosecution of
those involved in the theft
of the piece of equipment
he valued at $17,000. 

Holzrichter said he first
noticed the machine had
been stolen Monday
morning, when it was not
sitting in front of the shed
where it was parked. 

“I pretty well figured
right away it got stolen,”
he said. 

Holzrichter sells skid

steer attachments and
used the machine to move
them around and unload
them. 

He said the machine, a
2004 Case 60XT is cov-
ered by insurance, but
he's shut down from sell-
ing attachments until it
either comes back or gets
replaced. 

He didn't sound opti-
mistic about his chances
of seeing it again. 

“It could be down the

road two miles in some-
one's barn or it could be
in Mexico by now,” he
said. “The one thing that
went through my mind is
he's going to be happier if
the cops catch him and
not me.”

The machine has
AF0368531 on it and
2,500 hours on its meter.
Holzrichter asked anyone
with information on the
theft to contact him at
620-804-2977.

NEWTON NOW STAFF

COURTESY PHOTO
A photo posted by Holzrichter of his stolen piece of equipment.
Holzrichter is offering $2,500 to anyone with information leading to the
arrest and prosecution of the thieves who stole it. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The Newton Kiwanis club recently presented $1,500 to local organizations. It awarded a $500 check
to Marianne Eichelberger, library director at Newton Public Library. It also awarded a $1,000 check to
Jan Jones of Safe Hope from SafeHope, formerly the Harvey County Safe House pictured above.

Giving back



Harvey County went
into full-response mode
this past weekend for an
ice storm that didn’t mate-
rialize as predicted.

Emergency Manage-
ment Director Gary Denny
on Tuesday told the Board
of Harvey County Com-
missioners that the Na-
tional Weather Service
sent out alerts on Satur-
day calling for a “crippling
storm.” The forecast called
for one-half to one inch of
ice, but a warm band of air
came into the county and
limited accumulation to
one-tenth to four-tenths of
an inch.

Health Department Di-
rector Lynnette Redington
said eight warming shel-
ters were opened in the
county in case of power
outages. The shelters
opened at 8 p.m. and
closed two and one-half
hours later. Arrangements
were made with USD 373
for use of buses to help
with handicapped resi-
dents, if needed.

Denny said the brunt of
the storm migrated west of
Harvey, where Kingman,
Pratt and Barton Counties
were among those heavily
impacted. The opening of
shelters was in part driven
by three major events in
the county last weekend:
Trappers Rendezvous at
West Park and large

wrestling tournaments in
Newton and Halstead.

Denny commended the
efforts of Melissa Flavin
with the sheriff’s office
and Newton city employee
Melody Spurney for get-
ting press releases out to
the public.

“We were extremely for-
tunate we were prepared
and didn't have to put it
into effect,” said County
Administrator John Walt-
ner about the emergency
plan.

Parks Director Kass
Miller said 8,000 Boy
Scouts were expected for
Trappers Rendezvous, but
only 1,500 attended. Some
troops who came left
early. The event and the
timing of the storm made
NBC News’ national
broadcast.

“It was disappointing
more people didn’t show
up, but I understand why
they didn’t,” he said.

One troop was involved
in the 20-car pileup Sat-
urday in Wichita, Miller
said. None of them were

injured, and the troop
came out Saturday night.

Miller said he was un-
aware of any tree
branches coming down or
any other problems re-
lated to the event. 

Communications Direc-
tor Don Gruver said few
slide-offs or accidents
were reported during the
weekend because people
hunkered down and
stayed home.

Commission Chairman
Ron Krehbiel said he re-
ceived a phone call from a
resident about the county
spending a lot of money
for nothing. He said he
asked for the caller’s
name and number so as to
make sure he wouldn’t be
let into a shelter when the
next ice storm occurs.

“I think everybody did a
great job. A big attaboy,”
Commission Chairman
Ron Krehbiel said.

Commissioners also ap-
proved a proclamation of
a state of local emergency
that Krehbiel signed Fri-
day in preparation for the
storm.

Waltner said the county
was inviting every elected
official in the county, in-
cluding school board
members, to a meeting at
6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 9,
at the Meridian Center.
The purpose is to ensure
that collaborative plan-
ning goes smoothly, like it
did last weekend. The
Burton range fire and
Feb. 25 mass shooting in
Newton and Excel Indus-
tries in Hesston helps
drive the point home, he
said.

"This really serves to
underscore what that
event is going to be
about,” he said.

In other business, com-
missioners:

Approved an invitation
to bid for two new four-
wheel drive pickups for
the parks department.

Approved paying
$73,209.66 in weekly bills.

Went into executive ses-
sion for 30 minutes to dis-
cuss non-elected
personnel and for attor-
ney-client privilege con-
cerning a contract.
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Heartsaver CPR AED
class in Newton

Call (316) 772-8411 to register
www.MovingTowardHealth.org

Saturday, January 28 � 8:30am

Walking through history: Racial Justice in Newton event sheds light on racism

There was a time in
Newton when people who
weren't Caucasian had a
much rougher go of it
than they do today, al-
though it's still not easy
today. They were discrim-
inated against because of
the color of their skin.
They weren't allowed to
swim in the local pool,
had to sit at the back of
the movie theater, could-
n't get a haircut down-
town and weren't allowed
to be on the high school
basketball team.

“Racism flourished in
the 1930s through the
1950s in Newton,” said
Celio Sandate when he
spoke during a historical
walking tour, “Racial
Justice in Newton: Yes-
terday, Today and To-
morrow,” on Monday
during Martin Luther
King Jr. Day. The walk
focused on personal sto-
ries of racial segregation
and integration in New-
ton.

Sandate and Raymond
Olais spoke at the first
site of the tour, which
was in the waiting room
in the Amtrak station.
Providing entertainment
at this stop was a man
named “Cotton,” a
singer/songwriter from
Halstead. There were two
walking tours—one
started at 3 p.m. and the
other at 3:30 p.m. A bus
also was available to take
people from location to lo-
cation.

Sandate, who is a re-
tired Foreign Service offi-
cer and Newton resident,
told the crowd there were
four photos there and
that he wanted to point
out how life was in a ran-
chito. He said he grew up
in the ’40s and ’50s,
which were times of op-
pression. Ranchitos were
section houses built by
the Santa Fe Railroad for
Mexican workers in New-
ton, and the buildings
were divided into small
apartments. Sandate
lived there for a time.

Mexican-American peo-
ple who lived at the camp
were denied services, he
said, adding he couldn't
get a haircut downtown

because of the color of his
skin, so they took care of
each other. Fathers be-
came barbers.

“Growing up, I couldn't
go to the Newton public
swimming,” he said.
“What did we do? We had
Sand Creek.”

Besides swimming,
they also fished in the
creek, which was near
the ranchitos, and played
ice hockey there in the
winter.

Pointing to a photo,
Sandate said he and his
family lived in the north-
ern section and that the
end apartments were a
little larger.

“My family lived here
because I had seven sib-
lings,” he said.

There also was a com-
munity bathroom.

“The beauty of this is it
had running water,” San-
date said. “We could flush
the toilets.”

He also said they
couldn't try out for the
Newton High School bas-
ketball team.

“Frank Lindley was
not a hero to minorities,”
he said, adding John
Ravenscroft started inte-
grating basketball in the
1950s.

Sandate also said he
and others befriended
the night watchman at
the nearby creamery and
walked with him. He
gave them ice cream
bars.

“There were heroes for

us in Newton during
those segregated days,”
Sandate said.

Two grocery stores in
Newton at the time
worked with folks in the
ranchitos.

“They gave us a thing
called credit,” Sandate
said, adding he learned
at the time the concept of
living from paycheck to
paycheck.

He also said the Morris
brothers with a clothing
store were friendly to the
Mexican-American com-
munity, and the YMCA
finally opened to the
youngsters in the com-
munity. He also men-
tioned Fred Harvey as
being a hero.

North Newton resident
Olais said his father
worked for the railroad,
and he lived in boxcars
similar to what folks did
in this area. He also said
that during World War
II, Mexican-Americans
served during that war.

In opening the first
walking tour, Michelle
Armster, Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee Central
States executive director,
asked the audience to ob-
serve a time of silence to
acknowledge the indige-
nous people who lived in
the area.

“The native people
made lasting contribu-
tions that we enjoy
today,” she said.

The second stop was at
Santa Fe 5/6 Center,

where the Azteca Dance
Troupe from NHS per-
formed. Zona Platte
Galle, who grew up in
Newton and North New-
ton, talked about integra-
tion at the local movie
theater. She said her
mother grew up in New-
ton, coming back to town
after World War II with
two children. Galle was a
youngster when her
mother became involved
with a group called Inter-
racial Fellowship.
Around 1948-49, the
group decided to inte-
grate in the theater.

“At the time, all blacks
and Hispanics had to sit
at the back of the the-
ater,” she said.

One night, they all de-
cided to sit at the back
with whites in the middle
of the rows of seats and
blacks at the ends. The
usher told the white folks
to sit up front. They said
they were just fine where
they were, and the usher
let it go.

The next time they
went to the theater, she
said blacks and whites
sat at the front with
blacks sitting in the mid-
dle of the seat rows and
whites at the ends.
Again, an usher ap-
proached them and asked
the blacks to move to the
back.

“We said we were
happy where we were,
and he didn't push it,”
Galle said, adding the

theater was dark, and
everyone spoke in
hushed tones. There
were no big scenes.

“It seemed like it
worked,” Galle said. “So,
back in the late ’40s,
Newton had a sit-in
protest. It seemed like it
worked.”

However, she found out
the theater still was seg-
regated until the 1960s.

“So you need to re-
member when you do
something, you need to
keep doing it or it goes
backwards,” she said.

The next speaker was
the Rev. Floyd Edwards,
pastor of Second Mission-
ary Baptist Church in
Newton.

“I'm so glad nobody
had to sit on the back
row,” he said about the
event on Monday, to
which he received an

“amen” from someone in
the audience.

He said sometimes
“they don't let you in” for
the color of your skin or
who you choose as your
God.

“Sometimes the law is
wrong,” he said, adding
sometimes people have to
take a stand with passive
resistance to get what
they want.

“Sometimes you have
to stick your neck out,”
he said.

The third stop was the
Newton Et Cetera Shop,
which had been a Wool-
worth store. Speakers
were Winnifred Garnett,
who volunteers at the
shop, and Sylvia Kelly,
who has resided in New-
ton since 1951. Perform-
ing artists were the
Newton Community
Children's Choir.

BY WENDY NUGENT
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WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Azteca Dancers perform on Monday at the Santa Fe 5/6 Center during the “Racial Justice in Newton: Yester-
day, Today and Tomorrow” walk. 

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
The Rev. Floyd Edwards discusses racism at the Santa Fe 5/6 Center.

Planning for ice storm that wasn’t went smoothly
BY BLAKE SPURNEY
THE HESSTON RECORD

KrehbielWaltner

“It was disappointing more 
people didn’t show up, but I 
understand why they didn’t.”

Kass Miller



For the second year in
a row, to inform citizens
and readers, we reached
out to the Newton City
Commission to get their
stances on some of the
larger issues and devel-
opments that could affect
Newton in 2017. We've
presented their answers
to the questions below
with minimal editing.
The following article rep-
resents the totality of an-
swers we received when
we sent out the survey.
Some questions on the
survey were not an-
swered, in a few cases.
All commissioners re-
ceived the survey, and
four returned them com-
pleted. Former Mayor
Glen Davis received the
survey but did not partic-
ipate, saying he did not
care for the questions
asked. We appreciate the
time the commissioners
took to complete this sur-
vey.

Commissioners include
Mayor Barth Hague,
Leroy Koehn, David Ny-
gaard and Kathy Valen-
tine.

What's one accom-
plishment you are
proud of from 2016?

Hague: 2016 was a
highly stressful year for
the City of Newton staff.
Despite the challenges,
our staff continued to do
the highly productive
work for which they are
known across the state. I
cite that commitment
and teamwork among
staff, particularly in the
face of rumors, investiga-
tions and leadership
changes, as the city’s
greatest accomplishment
in 2016.

Koehn: As a result of
some tough decisions our
commission made about
new leadership at the top
of administration, there
has developed a much
greater sense of trans-
parency, openness, and a
“we are all in this to-
gether” attitude. The
open dialogue about how
to make some significant
cuts to our budget while
maintaining the priori-
ties and still promote
growth in our city has
been inspiring. It seems
we have had significant
“buy in” to our desire to
listen to our citizens
while being good stew-
ards of our resources.

Nygaard: I am most
proud of how the city
commission, Newton city
employees, and Newton
city residents worked as
a team to accomplish
goals, which makes our
city be the best it can be.

Valentine: While 2016
presented a number of
challenges for the city
commission, including
administration changes
and tough decisions in
the 2017 budget, I am
most pleased with how
this commission worked
through those challenges
and decisions. Even
though we were not al-
ways all in agreement,
we came through tough
issues unified, regardless
of individual perspec-
tives.  

Last year the city
saw significant
changes with adminis-
tration staff, budget
cuts, and a property
tax increases. Do you
anticipate large
changes again for this
year?

Hague: I don’t. 2016
marked a time when
some on the commission
felt the need to settle
some old scores. I am
hopeful that we can now
move on and begin to
build back trust in the
city commission. We need
to refocus our energies on
doing the work we were
all elected to do.

Nygaard: As a result
of the new state laws
passed by the legislature
and signed by the gover-
nor, it will be more costly

to run and
manage the
city and
how are we
going to
come up
with the fi-
nances to
pay for
those laws.
In the long run, it will
cost the taxpayers more
in taxes not only at the
local level but also at the
state level. Our governor
and state legislature did
not do us a favor, and the
only way to fix this
dilemma is for Newton
citizens to become more
active in local and state
politics.

Valentine: For 2017, I
am anticipating that the
commission will face big
challenges in the budget
process for 2018 under
limitations of the state-
imposed property tax lid;
however, I am confident
we will take an investiga-
tive approach toward the
budget, prioritizing com-
munity needs and work-
ing toward wise
solutions. There will al-
ways be unanticipated is-
sues, such as the
administrative changes
in 2016, but we worked
through them to a posi-
tive end.

How do you think
the city should pro-
ceed with the pro-
posed new police
station project? Do
you favor action on
the project in the com-
ing year?

Hague: We need to re-
solve this situation for
our law enforcement per-
sonnel. I intend to ap-
point a blue ribbon panel
to study the situation
and present options for
the commission to con-
sider. I’m not beholden to
building a new police sta-
tion at the proposed loca-
tion on Main Street—we
should explore all op-
tions. But I oppose con-
tinuing to do nothing.

Koehn: When it comes
to the new law enforce-
ment center, I believe we
need to bring that to the
citizens here in 2017 and
allow them to vote on
moving forward or not in
the upcoming election.
Meanwhile, there needs
to be a good job of com-
municating the pros and
cons to our citizens so
they have a clear picture
of what it is.

Nygaard: We need to
set money aside through
cost savings within the
city budget to help pay
for the new police sta-
tion. This would help
keep the money needed
through tax increases at
a minimum. At the pres-
ent time, I do not think
we can start on the proj-
ect this year but with
proper planning next
year.

Valentine: Obviously,
there is a great need for
a new building for our
Newton Police Depart-
ment. The current facil-
ity hampers day-to-day
operations of the depart-
ment, as well as limits
future growth. For the
new site selection on
Main Street, the city has
to date spent nearly
three-quarters of a mil-
lion dollars, and having
said that, I see no reason
to waste taxpayer dollars
in considering an alter-
nate site. I would like to
think the city would pro-
ceed with the project this
year but am hesitant to
give any promise, as the
commission will be facing

big challenges in the
2018 budget with the
state-imposed property
tax lid. I will, though,
continue to be a strong
voice for our law enforce-
ment.

In 2016, Newton ex-
perienced growth with
new businesses, new
housing projects and
the opening of the
YMCA. What sort of
growth would you like
to encourage in 2017?
Are there specific de-
velopments or kinds of
growth that you think
Newton needs or
would be most benefi-
cial to the city?

Hague: Newton needs
to continue investing in
quality of life amenities
like the YMCA, Meridian
Center, Sand Creek Sta-
tion Golf Course, dog
park, bicycle paths and
similar projects. Such in-
vestments will lead to
better housing, an im-
proved business climate,
more job opportunities
and overall growth, while
making Newton an even
better place to live and
work.

Koehn: One develop-
ment that is already on
the drawing board and it
is in the fundraising and
promotional phase is the
Fox Theatre project
“Newton Reborn of Peo-
ple and their City.” The
vision is clearly laid out
by Brandon Eck with The
Gathering. Even though
this is a private develop-
ment, the vision is to
make it accessible to the
general public and com-
munity for all types of
gatherings, movies, cof-
fee or soda. They also
have a vision as a result
of building out the Fox
and the 522 building to
then move on to a micro-
brewery/burger location
in close proximity to the
Fox.

Nygaard: I would en-
courage positive growth
at all levels in our city,
but we must remember
when growth develops in
one area, it will cause
growth in other areas.
Such as, more housing
units would mean more
families and thus more
kids to attend schools,
which then would mean
more classrooms and
buildings. 

All areas of govern-
ment should be involved
as a team with future
growth so we can manage
it correctly. 

Valentine: I am ex-
cited to see the enthusi-
asm of a number of
businesses downtown de-
siring to take a serious
look at improvement and
growth in the downtown
area. I encourage this
and look forward to being
a part of those discus-
sions. I remain ready,
also, to hear that there is
a new business taking a
serious look at Newton,
considering locating in
our industrial park,
bringing new families,
new jobs, and a growing
tax base.

Do you have any
ideas, projects that
haven't been discussed
that you'd like to see
brought up for discus-

sion and debate in
2017?

Hague: There are sev-
eral:

A more coordinated ef-
fort in marketing New-
ton. We have a number of
organizations that ac-
tively promote Newton as
a great place to live and
shop, but they’re all
small efforts. By working
together, we can gain
greater visibility and im-
pact, and compete more
effectively with others in
the Wichita metro area.

A collaborative effort
among health and well-
ness organizations in
Newton, including our
own Parks and Recre-
ation Department, that
can assist the city in set-
ting budget priorities for
our parks program.

We need to dust off our
previous transportation
studies and establish a
viable transportation
plan for Newton.

Koehn: One project
that I believe we need to
start discussing is to de-
velop a private public
partnership with the
YMCA to build an out-
door aquatics park that
would be a destination
event for families and
their children in the
summer here in Newton.

Nygaard: I would like
to see dialog on manag-
ing the Meridian Center.

Valentine: This com-
mission should look at
property upkeep issues
and work toward solu-
tions that could be help-
ful to struggling property
owners. Situations where
pure negligence presents
itself and is beyond help
to the property owner
need to require quicker
response. Blight in the
city does not attract
growth, but deters it, and
ultimately it can impact
tax-paying citizens whose
dollars are a part of
cleaning up blight. With
that said, dealing with
the issue of neighborhood
blight will require more
citizen participation
through formation of
local neighborhood
groups and/or local civic
groups, and churches will
need to step in and help
their fellow neighbor.  

What is/are the most
significant
problem/problems fac-
ing everyday Newton
citizens, and how do
you hope to address
those problems in the
coming year?

Hague: We clearly
need more jobs and hous-
ing options, and I believe
we’re on our way to grow-
ing those. Above all, we
need to better distribute
the burden of taxes and
utility costs among New-
ton citizens. Small com-
munities always struggle
with this issue. The an-
swer is to build a commu-
nity where more of our
workers prefer to live,
and we do that by im-
proving Newton’s quality
of life.

Koehn: We need to
keep the pedal to the
metal to recruit new re-
tail and private business
to Newton and to help

grow our existing indus-
try organically. We have
to continue to improve
our amenities, schools,
outdoor sports venues
and facilities so that fam-
ilies are attracted and
want to move to Newton.

Nygaard: Keeping all
in the know about
their City of Newton
and how it is man-
aged.

Valentine: While the
commission is grateful
for the completion of the
Sewer Plant Project, we
still have sewer problems
in the 120-plus miles of
old sewer lines. The com-
mission has been
prepped on this matter,
and we will be address-
ing this in the spring of
2017, as we look at the
Sewer Master Plan. Ad-
ditionally, on a positive
note, just recently in No-
vember, the city intro-
duced a mobile app,
Newton Connect, which
makes it possible for citi-
zens to connect to the
city and request services.
In the short time follow-
ing its introduction, this

app has seen consider-
able use.

What can Newton do
to make itself better?

Hague: I believe New-
ton is already a great
place, but if we carefully
focus our energies on
building a community
that’s more attractive to
newcomers, it can be
even better. More than
anything, this requires a
positive attitude about
our community and our
future.

Nygaard: Keep work-
ing as a team and re-
member one for all and
all for one! As a team, all
is possible!

Valentine: Word of
mouth has always been a
successful way to bring
an out-of-town friend or
relative or a new busi-
ness to town. Citizens
need to be spokespersons
for Newton at every op-
portunity. It is a great
place to live, raise a fam-
ily and/or build a busi-
ness. Let’s all purpose to
sell Newton in 2017!
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City preview for 2017: Commissioners answer
questions on issues for upcoming new year
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The Newton YMCA opened on Nov. 14. Here, a woman appears to sip
from a bottle of water during the YMCA’s open house, which was on
Nov. 12.
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If you're reading this, likely by
kerosene lamp in an under-
ground storm shelter, you too

survived what will likely be known
to future generations as The Freez-
ing. 

That also means that by some
miracle Joey made it by horseback
to Valley Center with the last func-
tioning flash drive. There is then
still hope and the roaming masses
have not raided the printing press
for its paper. 

Those creatures will burn any-
thing for warmth now, even if the
fumes smell carcinogenic.

Carcinogens are the least of our
worries in the frozen hellscape we
have found ourselves in.

The lights went out across the
Midwest, and we won't see them lit
in our lifetime.

I type this column in the back of
the Newton Now office ,which we
barricaded. 

My laptop will soon die. 
We have not the power to spare

to charge it. We only run the gener-
ator now in emergencies to save our
limited gas supply. It affords
enough power to run the six electric
heaters we salvaged and daisy
chained together for a few hours a
day. That fights the frostbite, but
the cords are starting to melt and
smoke. 

Behymer said they'll be fine and
that's how they did it in Sedgwick. 

Behymer. 
We shouldn't have listened to

him in retrospect. He said we had
to barricade the back of the build-
ing not the front. 

When we argued that the back
has no insulation he kept yelling
how “they” would see the light on
and fight us for our warmth. I don't
know who “they” referred to,
though he was half mad at that
point, from drinking mouthwash.

He's been gone three days in
search of the “stash of Pabst” he hid
for such a disaster. I had not the
heart to tell him all Pabst would
have froze by now, nor the strength
to stop him from leaving. 

He will be missed. He would have
been a great salesman in the future
economy, selling furs, firewood, and
salvaged canned food from the be-
fore times. 

I'm the last of the team Now at
the office. 

I hope Mike to be alive. He was
covering the Tournament of Cham-
pions wrestling tournament when
the cursed frozen death began to
fall. Perhaps he held up there.
Though perhaps not. Trapped with
hundreds of wrestlers hungry from
cutting weight would not be the
most ideal location to exist once the
food runs out. If so, I hope he went
quickly.

Wendy seemed to be the only one
who took The Freezing in good spir-
its. She somehow survived the
falling branches, trees, power lines,
buildings and sky to take some re-
ally great storm pictures. How she
loved taking storm pictures. Her ob-
session with quilting seemed good
luck to us at first. She whipped up
quilts we used to bundle ourselves.
It was on a run to Sew Natural
where she was lost. I saw the build-
ing collapse under the weight of the
ice. At least she passed surrounded
by the colorful fabric pattern she
admired so fondly. 

She left her dog, Astrid, in the of-
fice. I'm down to my last can of
Campbell's soup. It's a shame the
dog is so small. It's one meal at
best.  

Readers, I don't know really why
I write this anymore. I guess it’s the
hope of passing on some bit of wis-

dom from the before times to the fu-
ture dwellers. 

So hear my words, Children of
the Future. Long ago, when the
world was warm and green, we
lived in a vibrant society. Chief
among our society were people, you
might think them magic today,
called TV weathermen. They looked
into machines to see the future,
which they told us. 

Some held them in such a high
regard that if they saw a bad omen,
we shut down our cities, covered
the roads with salt and postponed
events, even if that event happened
to be the Red Hot Chili Peppers
concert I had tickets to.

Others, such as myself, often ig-
nored them. They had a habit of
blowing things out of proportion, I
said. How bitterly I have regretted
such words today. They told us to
prepare for the worst in the days
before The Freezing. They told us
the storm would cripple the Mid-
west. They said the sheets of ice
would break the world. But we did-
n't listen, children. We didn't listen. 

And then came that black week-
end when the skies opened and cov-
ered Newton in a 1/16th of an inch
of ice. The things we saw as society
broke down and madness reigned.
The horror, the horror.

So my message to you all is to
next time heed the warning of the
seers in the future, if human kind
manages to eke out an existence in
the coming year. Empty the grocery
stores. Buy all the bananas and 100
ice scrapers. Fill your garage with
firewood. Hunt yourself a buffalo
and cover yourself in its fur. Be-
cause I did not. And I will regret it
’til my dying day, which will come
shortly if I can't find where that dog
ran off to. 

Adam Strunk was once the man-
aging editor of a publication called

Newton Now before The Freezing.
He was reachable when the Internet

still existed at 
adam@harveycountynow.com.

People of the future, heed
my wisdom and lament

Columns

Editorial

Weigh in

Appreciate the
transparency

of the police department

Many of us have recently
observed one of the myr-
iad of religious holidays

that happened in the last month.
The time of year brings an in-
creased awareness of the role reli-
gion and beliefs plays in our lives,
and it's impossible to think about
the trajectory of life without con-
sidering the role of belief. My
thoughts have been lingering on
the subjects recently because of an
event I attended recently.

During the holidays, a friend in-
vited me to dinner with his Holde-
man Mennonite family. For those
not versed in the various Mennon-
ite denominations, Holdeman
Mennonites are one of the more
conservative and traditional
branches of the church. 

Getting ready for the dinner had
me and my long manicured nails
trying, with little luck, to take out
my lip piercing. Though I most
certainly didn’t look like anyone at
the table, I was welcomed warmly.
My friend’s grandma and I talked
about our shared interest in knit-
ting. 

People who believe in skirts and
bonnets didn’t judge this book for
its jeans and found value in who I
am under our differences. These
enthusiastic strangers treated me
with kindness and a respect we
should all show others who are dif-
ferent than us.

My parents taught me the im-
portance of compromise from my
earliest years. My father was

raised Baptist, and my mother
was raised Mennonite. As far as
protestant beliefs go, Baptists and
Mennonites don’t agree on a lot.
Consequently, I was raised in a
nondenominational church.

Around 10 or 11, I became
friends with a Catholic girl. She
and I took ballet lessons together.
At our first sleepover, I had no
idea what was going on when my
friend and her family crossed
themselves at the dinner table. As
they explained it, crossing their
chests symbolized the Father God,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. At
10, I thought this was a symbolic
gesture that one family had de-
cided to incorporate into their
evening prayers. It took a few
weeks for me to realize that cross-
ing oneself is practiced by the en-
tire Catholic Church. 

Those childhood friends taught
me how we incorporate our beliefs
into our daily lives 

In my work life, I interact with
many people who have chosen not

to align themselves with a reli-
gious group. They claim spiritual-
ism, agnosticism, or atheism and
choose to celebrate humanity for
its innate beauty and complexity.
These individuals are members of
our police force, social services,
and healthcare communities in
Newton. 

These people who don’t have a
god-given decree to treat others as
they would like to be treated, do so
with enthusiasm.

I am grateful that my life trajec-
tory has been influenced by all of
these experiences of disparate be-
liefs. These experiences have
helped me understand the
strength diverse beliefs lend to a
community. The only way this un-
derstanding was achieved was
through the willingness of others
to become vulnerable as they
shared the beliefs that they hold
dear. As the holidays came to a
close and the New Year began, we
looked into a year full of change
and possibility. Change stems
from beliefs and is brought about
by the possibilities vulnerability
produces. I raise my coffee mug to
the people who have fostered this
understanding in my life, and I
look forward to the ways in which
our different beliefs will lead to
changes that make our communi-
ties stronger.

Lila Tibbets is a Bethel College
student, grownup Harvey County

farm girl and Newton resident.

Change comes with treating others with kindness

This week we wrote and published an article about a
stabbing that took place about a block from our office.
We published the story late Saturday night. 

There had been some chatter about it online and peo-
ple guessing, some correctly, why there were police cars
and a commotion on Broadway the night before.

It's a common and fitting question to have. People
have a right and interest to know, especially when it
comes down to crime. Such a matter involves the pub-
lic’s safety. The public funds the law enforcement to
deal with crime.

Seeing the online chatter about a stabbing, a reporter
sent a text to Erin McDaniel, Newton's public informa-
tion officer. 

She interrupted her weekend with her family to check
into it. This was her time off. She responds outside of
regular hours and on weekends often. That sort of com-
mitment to informing people hasn't been lost on this
paper's staff.

So McDaniel contacts Police Chief Eric Murphy, who
interrupts his Saturday evening to then call the re-
porter about the incident. 

This isn't the first time Murphy has made an after
hours call. He usually handles media contacts when the
police department is closed.

If Murphy didn't feel like doing this, we'd know noth-
ing of any crimes or police incidents until the police of-
fice opened up the next day or two days later if the
crime happened on a weekend.  People could perhaps be
patient and wait for the information, but people aren't
patient. In the absence of fact, rumors begin to circu-
late. 

We'd guess that's part of the reason the police depart-
ment or sheriff's office put out a good number news re-
leases by e-mail and their Facebook pages. Such actions,
which take extra work, help the public know important
information in their community as well as the day-to-
day operations and the issues the department's deal
with. 

We've seen many times police officers such as Lt.
Bryan Hall use the department's social media to both
inform and begin dialogues with Newton residents. 

Lt. Scott Powell spends hours a week sometimes on
the phone with reporters during work hours discussing
cases and crimes the department deals with. This time
of his gets allocated to help inform the public. He al-
ways calls back on a response request and goes out of
his way to treat the local media well. Those are the ones
that live in the community and don't parachute in from
Wichita.

Chad Gay and David Yoder both did that when they
made phone calls to a Newton Now reporter to inform
them that two murder suspects had been captured in re-
lation to the triple homicide in rural Harvey County
that happened last year. 

All of these actions increase transparency between
the community and its law enforcement, which also is
not lost on this newspaper or its staff. 

So when Murphy called the reporter on a Saturday
night to talk about the stabbing, it was nothing out of
the ordinary, just something we've gotten used to from
our law enforcement. 

He answered questions, saying what the police de-
partment had learned in their investigation of the inci-
dent.  

That's what happens with all the crime stories that
get written. If that didn't happen, most of us would have
no way of knowing anything involving crime or the po-
lice department outside of spending a lot of time going
to trials in the courthouse.

Some things said during an interview go in an article
if they are pertinent to a story; some things that aren't
pertinent or a bit suspect get left out.

There have been many times that details have gotten
left out of stories because the police officers “didn't know
yet for sure.”

All of this is to say, in our experience with reporting,
our local law enforcement goes above and beyond what
they have to do or what other departments do to get us
information. They answer our questions because they
believe the community should be informed and informa-
tion is valuable when combating hearsay and rumor.

After we posted the story, a few questioned if Murphy
revealed too much about the case the department was
investigating and if the information could do something
like taint a jury pool. 

Another questioned “whatever happened to ‘no com-
ment.’”

The comments were not disrespectful. It is right to
look at information with a critical eye and part of that
means sometimes questioning decisions made by law
enforcement. 

But on our part, we just wanted to illustrate the work
that our local law enforcement goes through to provide
information.

We and the community at large should be thankful
that they don't give us all a “no comment” all the time.

Transparency is in ever shrinking supply in the coun-
try. And we shouldn't root for it to diminish further. 

So kudos to all those who work to keep us informed. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

TIBBETS’ TIDBITS

LILA TIBBETS

Stone hard to roll up hill
When I was growing up, my father wisely quoted

proverbs, which were aptly applied to our daily living.
This past year during intense campaigning one of
those proverbs came to my mind frequently. “The far-
ther the stone rolls down the hill, the harder it is to
bring it up.”

It has been as though some of the press and media
have elected themselves to be the “umbrella of disillu-
sion” over truth. Yes, the “stone” has increased its
speed down the hill of distrust and irresponsibility at
any cost. How costly it is for credibility to be ignored,
all to get votes?

We have come to accept less than the high value of
truth. The press and media have fostered the opposite
of what we taught our children by not telling the
whole truth or constructing a lie to be the truth. 

Discipline developed character in our children.
Character is dependent on discipline and liberty is de-
pendent on character. Former President Roosevelt
spoke of the freedom of speech as a pillar of liberty,
but with liberty comes the high responsibility to
choose the right action. Our trust has been misused by
this breach of confidence. This shame has become a
dark cloud over our country.

Elva Kelton
Newton 
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Please allow me to introduce
myself. No, this is not an
old Rolling Stones song. I

am Bill Ryan, owner of Those
Blasted Signs here in Newton. I
have been asked to write a few
words from time to time, but
first, a little about me.

I have been a resident of New-
ton for the last 21 years. Besides
being busy running my business,
I also spent a lot of time volun-
teering. 

I am the chairman of the an-
nual Newton Toy Run. This is
quite a challenge to put together
every year. I also am very in-
volved with helping fellow veter-
ans who are in need of health
care. As a member of the Ameri-
can Legion Riders, we take com-
plete fixings for a Thanksgiving
dinner to Fort Riley and give it to
about 700 families from the War-
rior Transition Battalion. We
then go back one month later to
hand out 1,500 toys to the same
families for Christmas.

As you can tell, I am very in-

volved on the giving end of
things. To me, there is nothing
more gratifying than giving help
to those who need it. I am sure
we all have needed some help at
one time or another. I know I did,
way back when. 

Wouldn’t it be great if everyone
who received a little help,  turned
around and passed the giving
onto someone else? I know the re-
cent holidays are truly a tough
time for some people right here in
Harvey County, and the help is
still needed after the holidays
have past. Let’s all see if we can

help with that.
Hats off the the Newton Police

Department for conducting their
own toy and food drive. That was
awesome.

The Salvation Army is a great
place to give back. I am on the
board of directors there, and be-
lieve me, that is one busy place.
The giving goes on all year round.
If you have some free time or food
and clothing that you can live
without, take it to them. It will
get put to good use.

There are so many different
ways to give back. It’s not hard to
find some way to help out in one
way or another. The need is
there, and it’s all around us. It is
one of the most rewarding things
there is.

So, that’s it for my first column.
Stay tuned; we just might stir
things up a little here and there.

Thanks.

Bill Ryan is the owner of Those
Blasted Signs in Newton.

Giving helps the community Guest Column
New mayor presents vision

for Newton

“January is the worst
month. You’re fat and
broke from the holidays,

paler than ever, and you can’t
feel your own face when you walk
outside.” 

I have no idea who wrote this,
but I want to give this person
props. You nailed it on the head. 

Except the “pale” part for me,
though. That part lasts through-
out the year.

My brother paid the fee for the
Ancestry.com DNA testing, and it
validated what we have always
known to be true. Our ancestry is
Eastern European. Three out of
four grandparents claimed
Czechoslovakia as their nation of
origin. 

Which means I am pale 365
days of the year. 

When I was 12, our family doc
placed his hands on his hips and
said about my repeated sunburns,
“If you continue to do this, when
you are my age you will be cov-
ered in skin cancer. Is that what
you want?” 

And then he gave me the
harshest news of all, “You will
never tan like your friends.” 

That bitter pill was tough to
swallow at the time, but I lis-
tened and have heeded his advice

since then. 
So, about a year ago when I no-

ticed a funky looking spot on the
back of my leg, I made Doc proud. 

I ignored it. 
OK, I’ll be honest—it was more

like two years, but who’s count-
ing? 

I could trot out a list of com-
pletely plausible excuses: busy
schedule at work and home, high
insurance deductible, the need to
level up in Candy Crush. 

But then a weird spot showed
up under my eye, and I decided
the excuses were over. The first
week of January, I scheduled an
appointment with the dermatolo-
gist. 

I sat in an overheated exam
room wearing only a paper crop
top and sheet. I felt like a craft

project. 
The physician assistant gave

me a full-body exam, even check-
ing between my fingers and toes. 

She spent quite a while on the
spot on my leg, only to proclaim it
was simply “a funky looking
mole.”

Then she moved to the other
leg and landed on a red spot. It
looked like a bug bite that never
went away. I hadn’t given it
much thought at all. 

She said, “Now that one is pre-
cancerous. We will freeze it off.” 

Before I could even say, “OK,” I
heard a loud “whoosh.”

And then the screaming began
in my head. “HOLY MOTHER
MAY I” that hurt!

With the exam concluded, the
nurse said they would see me in a
year.

My point is this: along with all
of your New Year’s resolutions,
please consider getting a full
check like I did. 

You never know when it might
save your life. 

Even if you aren’t a reformed
sun worshiper like me. 

Signed, your friend Czech Girl. 

Tina Payne is the director of
Harvey County United Way.

Not getting tan pales in comparison to possible skin cancer

THAT BLASTED COLUMN

BILL RYAN

BRINGIN’ THE PAYNE

TINA PAYNE

With the turmoil in state and federal politics, it’s easy
to become jaded about government. But in many ways,
local government has a real opportunity to get past all the
infighting and rhetoric and truly make a difference. I’d go
so far as to say it has to.

It’s my hope that 2017 can signal a fresh new start for
the City of Newton. I believe we are poised for great
things to happen, and as a city commissioner and mayor,
I pledge to do all I can to foster that kind of winning atti-
tude. 

This is the agenda I support and feel the Newton City
Commission should be focused on in the New Year:

-Being smart about spending
Newton is one of the best fiscally-managed cities in

Kansas. We effectively control debt and work hard at liv-
ing within our means. That doesn’t mean we have no real
budget concerns. We do, as do most cities our size in
Kansas. But we can’t just rely on cutbacks to manage our
budget—we also need to be smart about our spending and
establish clear priorities. I support City Manager Bob
Myers and city staff in their efforts to carefully examine
city spending and make adjustments to spend money
wisely.

-Investing in quality of life
For too long, Newton has treated quality of life develop-

ment as a “nice but not necessary” activity. That approach
has not worked in revitalizing our downtown, improving
our business climate and growing Newton’s tax base.
We’ve made some positive strides, like a new YMCA, the
Meridian Center and a dog park. But it will take more be-
fore Newton can effectively compete for jobs and business
growth in our region. I will continue to support invest-
ment in quality of life aspects of Newton, and I invite
Harvey County, the Economic Development Council,
Chamber of Commerce and business owners to be part-
ners with City Hall in that effort.

-Improving the Police Department’s facilities
Last year the city commission struggled with what to

do to improve the facilities for the Newton Police Depart-
ment. The proposal for a new building at Main and 4th
Streets has been met with mixed reviews. Some argue
that a better approach would be a joint city/county facility
at the courthouse. As this debate continues, our law en-
forcement personnel languish in an inadequate building.

To get things moving, I will work with my fellow com-
missioners to appoint a task force to investigate options
for improvement and make a recommendation to the city
commission. We must act, but we need to do so in a way
that represents the best solution given financial realities.
In my opinion, doing nothing is not an option.

-Prioritizing investments in recreation
Newton enjoys a number of wonderful opportunities for

recreation and wellness, including a great parks program,
the Newton Rec Center, the YMCA, walking and bicycle
paths. These add not only to our quality of life but the
general health of our community. When it comes to our
parks program, we need guidance on where next to invest
limited dollars for the greatest impact.

I am asking the Healthy Harvey Coalition to team up
with Newton’s Parks and Recreation Department to rec-
ommend a set of priorities on where and how Newton
should invest in its parks program.

-Pursuing regional partnerships 
Our city and county have both been involved in regional

efforts to spawn economic growth. The fact is Newton is
part of a regional economy where success in one commu-
nity serves all communities in the region.

I support collaboration with other city and county gov-
ernments in the Wichita Metro Area. I believe that we are
stronger together than we are apart. To that end, I have
begun meeting periodically with Wichita Mayor Jeff Long-
well. I also meet regularly with other mayors, including
Mayor Ron Braun of North Newton. Further, the Newton
City Commission will continue to have joint meetings
with the Harvey County Commission and the North New-
ton City Council. We all have a stake in helping each
other’s cities and counties succeed and grow.

-Transparency in government
This past year the Newton City Commission was openly

criticized for making too many decisions behind the veil of
executive sessions. I believe, as do my fellow commission-
ers, that transparency in government is important and
must be intentional.

This year, I will work to keep our commission discus-
sions open to the public and easily accessible. Addition-
ally, I will work with city staff to schedule several of the
commission’s work sessions in locations around our com-
munity outside of city hall. Finally, I will work on addi-
tional ways to engage Newtonians in dialogue with me
and other city leaders in the governance process. 

The political divisiveness that characterizes state and
national government does not have to be our story here at
home. I’m convinced that this year will be a bright one for
our city. I am committing myself to make it so. I hope you
will, too.

—Barth Hague, mayor for the City of Newton

Columnist offers review of Gov. Sam Brownback’s ‘State of the State’ address

Gov. Brownback’s annual
State of the State address
was overly optimistic at

best. He emphasized that “…the
state of our state is indeed
strong.” A more accurate depic-
tion would be that the state of
our state is troubled. Of course,
the governor can’t say such
things as that would undermine
confidence in our state and its
ability to foster business growth
and attract families. While I do
say that, at present, Kansas is
troubled, I’ll also agree with
Governor Brownback that
Kansas is strong. However, we
are not strong because of him;
we are strong despite him and
his failed policies.

While I am a strong critic of
the governor, there were a few
bright points in his address.
Among these were the creation
of a Kansas dental school, estab-
lishment of an osteopathic doc-
toral program, and a
scholarship program for college
students to become teachers in
high need fields and communi-
ties. Even though I agree that
these initiatives would be bene-
ficial for Kansans, it seems we
can’t do these things considering
our current financial difficulties.
Before any new initiatives are

begun, we should first create a
school funding formula that re-
flects the needs of students and
a tax plan that is fair to all
Kansans and raises sufficient
revenue to maintain and im-
prove state services. Brownback
also stated, “Most immediately,
we must address the imbalance
between state revenues and ex-
penditures.”

This imbalance that he refer-
ences in direct relation to his
signature policy of tax cuts for
the wealthy and 330,000 busi-
ness owners. He later went on
to defend his tax policy. What
he failed to mention is that
when he first advocated for it,
he stated that the decrease in
revenue would later be made up
by an increase in economic ac-
tivity. This never happened. He
and other conservatives in the
legislature relied on economic
faith that businesses and the
wealthy would be pouring over
with cash that would trickle
down to the those at the bottom
of the economic spectrum. If
you’ve ever been in the rain and
stood beneath a tree, you know
that that the leaves at the top
receive the most rain and be-
neath the tree you’ll stay dry.
This is exactly what happens

with trickle-down theory. The
wealthy at the top reap the most
benefit while those in the mid-
dle and near the bottom either
only get slightly damp or stay
dry. 

The school funding formula
measures the governor proposed
have me concerned as well. The
governor called for “[…] a school
finance system driven by out-
comes […].” Does this mean
schools with low performing stu-
dents would receive less fund-
ing? My main issue with such a
formula is that schools all have
different challenges. English
language learners, at-risk stu-
dents, and special needs stu-
dents cost more to teach than
the general student population
because of their unique needs,
and some schools have higher

numbers of these students. Such
a formula does not account for
these types of things. It is my
hope that such issues are con-
sidered by the legislature as the
new school finance system is de-
veloped. 

The governor’s insistence
upon “[…] merit based pay in-
creases” for teachers is similarly
alarming. The main thing about
this idea that concerns me is the
loss of local control for school
boards to make teacher pay de-
cisions with the input of both
educators and parents. The gov-
ernor advocated strongly for
states’ rights when he was in
Congress, and to suggest that
more control be taken from local
school boards goes against his
own principles of larger govern-
ment staying out of areas that
have traditionally been in the
purview of the smaller govern-
ing bodies. 

In part of Governor Brown-
back’s speech, he stated that
“[…] good negotiations require
give and take. Kansans deserve
no less.” I’m wondering where
this spirit of “give and take”
suddenly comes from after the
governor and his allies have
passed partisan legislation,
often with little to no debate or

discussion, for the last several
years. His decision to cease the
publishing of negative economic
reports, and his decision to hold
the State of the State address at
5 in the evening when people
are heading home from work
calls his sincerity for bipartisan-
ship into question. Further
adding to the skepticism is the
fact that the address was not
televised. These choices do not
give the public much confidence
that he will work with those
that don’t share his views. With
several credit rating down-
grades, consistent revenue
shortfalls, teacher shortages, an
under-funded KPERS, the high-
est sales tax on food in the coun-
try, a tax system favoring the
wealthiest Kansans, rising col-
lege and healthcare costs, and
pillaged highway funds, Kansas
needs bipartisan solutions to
our long-term problems. I urge
the public to stay involved in
our state’s affairs. Stay en-
gaged, reach out to our govern-
ment leaders, and know that
you have a role in our govern-
ment beyond casting a ballot.

Kenneth Hawkins wrote this
column on behalf of the Harvey

County Democratic Party 

VIEWS FROM THE LEFT

KENNETH HAWKINS
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this weekend, the incident began earlier in the day as
an unreported domestic dispute. 

Police believe Berg and a woman who lived at the
apartment were in a relationship and got into a fight. 

Berg then went out and rammed the woman's van
with his vehicle in the parking lot. 

The woman then left. 
Newton Police Detective Craig Douglas, who investi-

gated the case, said the woman left because she was
afraid to stay at her apartment.

She returned to the apartment later with three
friends to get some clothes, as she planned to stay with
her sister. 

Powell said Berg was at the address when the group
arrived and followed them up the stairs. 

According to the police investigation, one of the
woman's friends, Enns put himself between Berg and
the woman. 

“He was going after the girl, and he kept them apart,”
Powell said of Enns.

A fight ensued on the stairs. Punches were thrown. 
Police say it was then that Enns pulled a knife and

stabbed Berg. 
Police were unsure if Berg then fell down the stairs or

was pushed during the fight. 
Enns then called police and informed them what hap-

pened. 
Powell said police investigated the incident, had a

conversation with Harvey County Prosecutor David
Yoder and detained Enns. At the time, it was unclear if
Berg would pull through at the hospital. 

The Newton Police Department turned its findings
over to the Harvey County Attorney's office. Powell said
the department anticipates charges will be filed against
Berg as well for the vehicle ramming incident and his
role in what happened at the apartment. 

STABBING
From Page 1

each month at East Side United Methodist Church in
Newton. The next gathering is on Feb. 11.

The size of the group varies from month to month
with as few as eight attending and as many as 29 or 30.
The average attendance is about 15 to 17 folks, said
Bryce Corfman of Whitewater, one of the group organ-
izers who plays acoustic guitar. People attend from a
variety of area towns, including Newton, Wichita, Hills-
boro, Whitewater, Marion and McPherson. Since the at-
tendance was around eight on Saturday, Corfman said
he thinks a lot of people stayed away because of the
weather. A total of 28 were there in December.

What they play is acoustic jam, as they stay away
from electric, which can drown out other musicians.
They play a great deal of bluegrass and older country.

“Every genre is pretty much welcome,” Corfman said.
He and co-organizer Dave Rickard started the group

for at least one reason.
“There wasn't really a place to go—there wasn't an

organized place to gather,” Corfman said.
They started the acoustic jam sessions April 13,

2015, at First United Methodist Church in Newton,
where Rickard attended. They met there until October
2016, when the group moved to East Side United
Methodist Church after Rickard was moving and was-
n't able to open up the church on Saturday any longer.
Corfman said the group isn't affiliated with any other
organization.

“It doesn't belong to anybody,” he said. “Just a group
of people having fun. They were gracious enough to
supply the building.”

Corfman also said the church makes tea and brings
cookies for them.

“They take care of us,” Corfman said. “It's another
service they do for the community.”

Anyone is welcome to attend.
“Bring your instrument or just come and listen,”

Corfman said. “We want it to be the kind of place
where people can ask questions and learn from each
other.”

In addition to the instruments already mentioned,
others bring a variety.

“Usually, we'll have some banjos, usually there'll be
two or three,” Corfman said, adding they've also had
ukuleles and dulcimers.

There's no cost to attend, and they do take a freewill
donation to help with heating costs.

“There's no membership,” Corfman said. “Just show
up. If you can carry an instrument in, you've joined.”

NOTE
From Page 1

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Marge Barnard, left, enjoys herself during the Saturday afternoon jam
session at East Side United Methodist Church in Newton. At right is Vic
Barnard.

year there is from the first of March
through November.

When they're away, they've
rented out their home much of the
time, and then they'd toss around
the idea of selling, deciding they
didn't want to, so they'd rent it
again. They've been renting it out
since February 2007. The previous
year, Kathryn retired from Bethel,
where she taught voice, and went to
Paraguay through the Fulbright
Scholar Program to work with the
University of the North Opera Com-
pany, which she did for six months.
The next year, she worked on a
major Wagner production with the
same company. 

Now, she teaches voice and inter-
national phonetics part time at two
Paraguay universities, and Arlo is
mainly involved with Paraguay
Partners.

“We've been connected since 2001
with the Kansas Paraguay Part-
ners,” Arlo said, adding he got

pulled into that after retiring. “We
got quickly acquainted with that.”

“We'd been toying with this idea
of a granny house,” Kathryn said
about renovating their garage/shop
area into a 500-square-foot North
Newton residence, or casita, which
is attached to the larger home. 

She said their home in Paraguay
is about the same size.

“This will be our place,” Arlo said
about the North Newton casita.

While head carpenter Doug
Harms worked in the building on
Thursday morning, Arlo and
Kathryn gave a tour.

“We changed some windows and
door positions,” Kathryn said.

Their designing of the place
started in September when they
were in Paraguay, and then Arlo
took care of final matters.

“It looked really big in here until
we starting putting walls in,”
Kathryn said, adding they'll use
apartment-sized appliances in the
kitchen, and they're not sure if
they'll have a dishwasher. “It's
small, but it's for us.”

In addition to Arlo being head

contractor and Harms working on
the project, the Kaspers' son, Mike,
and two Bethel College students
put their elbow grease into the proj-
ect for three weeks.

“Instead of moving into a retire-
ment home, this is a great option
for us,” Kathryn said.

Walking into the soon-to-be
home, the kitchen is on the right,
and the bathroom is to the left. The
bedroom will be straight ahead and
the living room next to that. They
also plan to have pocket doors.

One item they plan to move into
the home is a cupboard they got
from the second floor of Goerz
House, which is the Bethel presi-
dent's home.

“For us, it's special,” Kathryn
said. “Lots of storage in there.”

They also plan to collect at least
some of their furniture scattered
among four of Kathryn's nieces who
live in the area and who also have
some of their art.

“We have lots of art,” Kathryn
said.

The main part of their home they
built in 1975, and then there was a
renovation in 1999.

“We have been living in
Paraguay basically 10 and a half
years,” Kathryn said.

They started work on the casita
the first week of December, Arlo
said, and the plan is he'll come back
by mid-May and help with the final
trim and other finishing touches.
The Kaspers want to have an open
house/reception when Kathryn's
family has a reunion June 15
through 18.

“So, this will be our little place
when we come here in the winter,”
Kathryn said.

Also when they're in North New-
ton during the winters, they meet
others in New York City for a
Broadway trip. The couple used to
do a Broadway Bethel College in-
terterm trip for students to the Big
Apple, and then students' families
started going, too. Although they no
longer do the interterm trip, since
they stopped doing that in 2006,
they meet others in NYC. This
year, folks are coming from eight
states, as well as a family from
Paraguay. In the city, people will go
to Broadway shows, the opera, con-
certs and the ballet.

On this trip, they have many re-
peaters and a handful of former
students, as well as friends and rel-
atives of theirs. Arlo and the
Kaspers' daughter, Rachel
deBenedet, a Broadway star, put
the trip together.

“I work on that from September,
and then we start getting questions
and enrollees,” Arlo said. “One rea-
son we keep doing it in January—
the hotel prices are way down.
That's a major factor. I mean, $80
difference a night in price.”

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Arlo Kasper looks over some things in the casita.

KASPER
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Thacker has a following of loyal cus-
tomers.

“Most of my clients I've had for
20-plus years, and the others aren't
far behind,” she said.

Since she's been with many of
them for such a long time, they're
not just clients.

“My clients—I've had them so
long they're more like friends than
clients now,” she said, adding she
sees them every two or three weeks.

Not only does Thacker do their
nails, she also can serve as an infor-
mal therapist, and sometimes her
clients do the same for her.

“I've thought of stopping, but then
I'd never see the people,” she said.
“They know my family and what's
happening with us, and I know their
family and what's happening with
them.”

Thacker also is a hairdresser, now
only doing hair for family and
friends.

She started doing nails not on oth-
ers, but on herself, at first.

“I found the product and started
practicing on myself,” she said.
“They were pretty bad at first,” she
added, laughing.

She got better. She started getting

her own nails done in 1979, and it
was hard to find a place that would
do nails in Newton, since it wasn't
that popular back then. Around that
time, Thacker worked for a com-
pany, which was bought out and
moved. So, Thacker, who was living
in Wichita at the time, decided to go
to cosmetology school because she
had a newborn and wanted to have
more control over her schedule.
Thacker also picked some cosmetol-
ogy things up from her mom,
since she was a hairdresser,
although her mom didn't
do nails.

The Newton High
School graduate ran
April Dawn in Newton
for a number of years
and did hair and nails at
Terra Solido after a group of
hairdressers from April Dawn
moved there. She went back to
school (she previously attended Wi-
chita State University) in 2005 at
Central Christian in McPherson,
graduating in 2006 with a bachelor's
degree in business.

Now, she works full time in the
Warranty Administration Depart-
ment at AGCO in Hesston, and her
part-time job is as a self-employed
cosmetologist, doing nails at Clean
Cut Salon in Newton. She works at
Clean Cut three nights a week and

half a day on Saturdays.
The downside of just doing hair

and nails is the lack of traditional
benefits, since she's in business for
herself, Thacker said.

“The upside is you have more con-
trol of your schedule,” she said.

She keeps doing it because of the
money and the people.

“I don't know if you can do any-
thing that long and not have some
love of it,” Thacker said.

She does a great deal of French
manicures, and she also uses a

lot of red polish.
“No stigma attached to

wearing red like there
used to be,” she said.
What she also likes about

cosmetology is it's the kind of
field that allows her to use her

creativity.
“I have an 8-to-5 administration

job, and then I can have a little
more creativity with this part of it,”
she said, filing a client's nails.

Thacker said she's worked with
three other cosmetologists for more
than 20 years, as they all traveled
from April Dawn to Terra Solido to
Clean Cut together.

“So that's like family now,” she
said, adding their names are Donna,
Sandy and Carlin. “Somebody's al-
ways telling a story. It's highly en-
tertaining.”

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Diana Thacker of Newton works on a customer's nails Friday at Clean Cut Salon in Newton.

NAILS
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Newton orchestra concert set for Sunday, Jan. 22
The Newton Mid-Kansas

Symphony presents its
Winter Classics Concert at
4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 22, in
the Newton High School
auditorium. The concert
features the winner of the
9th Annual Young Soloist
Competition and show-
cases the music of great
composers, with Thomas
W. Douglas conducting.
Concert sponsor is Midland
Bank.

A work originally com-
posed by Dwight Beckham
for the orchestra’s 40th an-

niversary season will be
reprised as “Fanfare Sixty.”
Beckham is an alumnus of
NMKSO, having served 50
years as principal trumpet. 

Tickets for the Jan. 22
concert are $15 at the
door/$13 advance for
adults, $7/$6 for students,
and children younger than
12 are free with an adult.
Tickets are available at
Faith & Life Bookstore, the
NMKSO office at 120 W.
Sixth St. and online at
www.nmkso.org.   

—For Newton Now
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR OBITUARIES

Thursday, Jan. 19
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Wii Bowling. Grand Central.
5 to 6:30 p.m.—American Sign Language Class. Fee is

$25. Newton Recreation Commission, 415 N. Poplar St.
5:15 p.m.—Tai Chi. Grand Central.
5:30 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members

and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

6 p.m.—NHS Wrestling Dual at Derby. 
6 p.m.—Teen GameZone. Newton Public Library.
6 to 7:30 p.m.—Snowman on Canvas. $25 in advance

or $28 at the time of the class. Register at Gathered
Goods, 625 N. Main St.

6:30 p.m.—Newton Toastmaster Meeting. Newton
Recreation Center, 415 N. Poplar St.

7 p.m.—NHS Boys Basketball vs. Holcomb, Tourna-
ment of Champions First Round, United Wireless Arena,
Dodge City.

7 p.m.—Third Thursday Book Discussion. Zeitoun by
Dave Eggers. Newton Public Library.

7 p.m.—Youth Leaders in Kansas. Newton Public Li-
brary.

7 p.m.—Informed Women of Harvey County Meeting.
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 2100 Windsor Dr.

7 to 8 p.m.—Historic Preservation Commission Meet-
ing. City Hall.

7 to 9 p.m.—American Legion Bingo Night. Anyone age
8 or older is welcome. Full game package is $10, and
early-bird package is $5. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

7:30 to 9 p.m.—Movie/Float Night. $2 per person.
Bring a raft or tube. Newton Recreation Center Indoor
Pool, 415 Oak St. 

Friday, Jan. 20
TBD—NHS Boys Basketball at Dodge City Tourna-

ment of Champions. United Wireless Arena, Dodge City.
9:30 a.m.—Spring Toddler Story Time. Newton Public

Library.
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert.

Grand Central.
6 p.m.—Friday Night Games. Grand Central.

Saturday, Jan. 21
TBD—NHS Boys Basketball at Dodge City Tourna-

ment of Champions. United Wireless Arena, Dodge City.
11 a.m.—NHS Swimming at Wichita Heights Invita-

tional.
3, 5 p.m.—Bethel College Basketball vs. St. Mary.

Bethel College.
3 p.m.—2016 Trivia for Teens. Newton Public Library.

Sunday, Jan. 22
4 to 6 p.m.—Brilliance: Newton Mid-Kansas Symphony

Orchestra Winter Classics Concert. Newton High School,
900 W. 12th St.

Monday, Jan. 23
All Day—Grand Central Billiards. Four competition

quality tables available for use Monday through Friday
at Grand Central.

10 a.m.—Blood Pressure Check. Grand Central.
11:45 a.m.—Friendship Meals. Call (316) 283-2222 for

reservation. Monday through Friday at Grand Central.
1:30 p.m.—Golden Notes. Call at (316) 283-2222 to

schedule a performance. Grand Central.
4 p.m.—Teen GameZone and Crafts. Newton Public Li-

brary.
6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members

and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

7 p.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton Public
Library.

7 p.m.—Beginners Square Dance Class. Grand Cen-
tral.

7 to 9 p.m.—Martin Luther King Day Celebration.
Bethel College, Luyken Fine Arts Center.

Tuesday, Jan. 24
10:30 a.m.—Bingo. Grand Central.
10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton

Public Library.
1 p.m.—Craft Handwork. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Line Dancing. Offered by Lanny Reichert of

Park City. Grand Central.
3 p.m.—NHS Bowling vs. Nickerson, Campus. At

Seneca Bowl.
6:30 to 8 p.m.—Paper Crafts and Coloring. Newton

Public Library.
7 p.m.—Round Dance. Grand Central.
7 to 9 p.m.—City Commission Meeting. City Hall.
7:30 p.m.—NHS Boys Basketball at McPherson.
7 to 8 p.m.—Fourth Tuesday Photo Club. Newton Pub-

lic Library.

Wednesday, Jan. 25
1 p.m.—Cards/Games. Grand Central.
1 p.m.—Beginner’s Pool for Women. Ken Fast teaches

billiards using Steve Mizerak’s complete book of pool. Do-
nation of $1 per week. Grand Central.

3:30 p.m.—Master Builders LEGOs. Newton Public Li-
brary.

3:30 p.m.—NHS Bowling vs. Wichita Heights, An-
dover. At The Alley, Wichita.

6 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Weekly Grill Special.
Members and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2,
400 S. Spencer Rd.

6, 8 p.m.—Bethel College Basketball at McPherson
College.

7 to 8:30 p.m.—TALK Book Discussion. Motherless
Brooklyn by Jonathan Lethem. Newton Public Library.

Thursday, Jan. 26

TBD—NHS Girls Basketball at Newton Invitational
Tournament.

10:30 a.m.—Spring Preschool Story Time. Newton
Public Library.

1 p.m.—Wii Bowling. Grand Central.
5 to 6:30 p.m.—American Sign Language Class. Fee is

$25. Newton Recreation Commission, 415 N. Poplar St.
5:15 p.m.—Tai Chi. Grand Central.
5:30 to 8 p.m.—American Legion Open Grill. Members

and guests welcome. American Legion Post 2, 400 S.
Spencer Rd.

6 p.m.—Teen GameZone. Newton Public Library.
6:30 p.m.—Newton Toastmaster Meeting. Newton

Recreation Center, 415 N. Poplar St.

James
Decker, 60,
died on
Tuesday,
Jan. 10,
2017, at
Via
Christi-St.
Francis
Hospice in
Wichita.

James was born on
Jan. 9, 1957, at Axtell
Christian Hospital in
Newton. He was the son
of Harley and Carmelita
(McMillan) Decker.

He was a graduate of
Newton High School,
class of 1975. He was
employed by many dif-
ferent companies but fin-
ished his career at Excel
Industries where he was
an assembly line worker.
He was known by friends
and coworkers as
“Cookie.”

James enjoyed fishing,
gardening and watching
the History Channel,
and he was a big fan of
KU basketball and foot-
ball. He was a handy-
man and made several
woodworking projects.
He recently restored the
interior of his boat.  

He is survived by his
mother, Carmelita
Decker Newton; sister,

Teresa Soyez
Newton.; broth-
ers, Ronald (Di
Anne) Decker
and Tracy
(Wilma)
Decker, all from
Newton; five
nephews,
Shane (Jen-
nifer) Saylor of

Wichita, Christopher
Decker of Emporia,
David (Veronica) Decker,
Lawrence Esteven
(Jenny) Decker of New-
ton, Justin (Alycia)
Decker of Peabody;
niece, Tania (Daily)
Jensen of Rose Hill; 10
great-nephews; and
eight great-nieces.

He was preceded in
death by his father,
Harley Dearth Decker;
brother-in-law, Jon
Soyez; and grandpar-
ents, Angus and Clara
McMillan and Edward
and Manzanita Decker.

Funeral services were
Jan. 17 at Petersen Fu-
neral Home Chapel, with
Pastor Ron Kite presid-
ing. Burial followed at
Greenwood Cemetery in
Newton.

A memorial has been
established for Harry
Hynes Hospice of New-
ton.

JAMES DECKER
Richard D. “Ricky”

Murray, 52, died Satur-
day, Jan. 14, 2017, at
Asbury Park in Newton.

He was born Oct. 12,
1964, in Wichita to
James Murray and Mil-
dred (Randle) Dean.
Ricky worked as a bar-
tender for the former
Santa Fe Bar and Grill
in Newton as well as
other bars in town. He
greatly enjoyed karaoke
and singing. Ricky en-
joyed spending time with
his loving family and
many friends. 

He is survived by his
mother, Mildred Dean of
Newton, and three sis-
ters, Josie Laramore-
Holm of Peabody, Donna
Wallin of Newton and
Debbie Smith of Newton.
He also is survived by

several nieces, nephews
and many good friends. 

He was preceded in
death by his father and
five brothers, Jerry,
James, Kenneth, John
and Robert Smith. 

Graveside committal
service will be at 2 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 19, at
Greenwood Cemetery in
Newton with Pastor Jim
Pohlman presiding. Visi-
tation was 5 p.m. to 9
p.m. Wednesday, Jan.
18, at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton. The
family received friends
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at
the funeral home.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Cerebral Palsy
Research Foundation of
Kansas Wheel Chair
Clinic in care of Petersen
Funeral Home. 

RICHARD ‘RICKY’ MURRAY

David L. White, 56,
died Friday, Jan. 13,
2017, at Harry Hynes
Hospice in Wichita. He
was born Jan. 3, 1961, in
Wichita to Eugene C.
White and Christine
Brownfield. 

David is survived by
his mother, Christine
Fowler of Wichita;
daughters, Jennifer
White of Wichita and
Christina White, also of
Wichita; two sons, Justin
White of Wichita and
David White Jr.; broth-
ers, Allen and Lucretia
White of Wichita,
William White of Dou-
glass, Johnny White of

Wichita, Jimmy White of
Arkansas, Tracy White of
Mulvane and Tony White
of Missouri; and two
grandchildren, Jayden
and Rebecca White.

He was preceded in
death by his father, Eu-
gene White.

Graveside committal
service will be at 10 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 19, at
Greenwood Cemetery in
Newton, with Pastor
Terry White presiding.
Visitation was 5 p.m. to 9
p.m. Wednesday at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home
with the family receiving
friends from 6:30 to 8:00
p.m. at the funeral home.

DAVID L. WHITE

Mary
“Kay”
Strotkamp,
73, died at
her home on
Wednesday,
Jan. 11,
2017, in
Peabody.

Kay was
born on Jan.
30, 1943, to Henry and
Mary (Kloster) Schiffner
in Hillsboro.

She married Vic
Strotkamp on March 9,
1962, in Newton. They
were married for 43 years
prior to his death on April
26, 2005.

Not long after Vic and
Kay were married, they
started a bait shop, which
later transitioned into a
convenience store. She
later became the manager
of McCall’s Shoes in New-
ton for 13 years. After the
McCall’s store closed, she
began working in the fam-
ily landscape business. In
recent years, she served
as a driver for Peabody-
Burns school system and
worked summers at the
Kaw Valley Nursery.

Kay was an avid baker,
enjoyed gardening and

loved watching
wildlife at her
home. She
deeply loved
and cared for
her family.

She is sur-
vived by her
children, Kris-
tine Dameron
and her

spouse, Chad, and Kevin
Strotkamp; sister, Dolores
Robinson; grandson,
Zachary Dameron and
spouse, Amy; great-grand-
children, Ridley and Ellie
Dameron; and nephews,
Mike, Curtis, Dave and
Eric Robinson.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Victor I. Strotkamp; par-
ents, Henry and Mary
Schiffner, and sister,
Norma Neufeld.

Funeral services were
scheduled for 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 18, at
the Peabody Christian
Church. A graveside com-
mittal was at Prairie
Lawn Cemetery in
Peabody immediately fol-
lowing the church service.

A memorial has been
established for the
Peabody Avenue of Flags.

MARY STROTKAMP

Edith Ruth
Pritchett
Megli, 89, of
Newton went
home to be
with her
Lord and
Savior late
Saturday
night Jan.
14, 2017.

Ruth was born on Sept.
8, 1927, to Albert E. and
Katie (Marriott) Pritch-
ett. 

Ruth grew up on a
farm south of Burrton.
She served as a regis-
tered nurse for more than
50 years before retiring.
She was employed by
Halstead Hospital, Axtell
Hospital and Newton
Medical Center. She also
was a member of the Hal-
stead Hospital Nurses
Alumni.

Ruth was married to
Vernon Megli, and they
made their home in New-
ton in 1950. Ruth and
Vernon had five sons and
reared Ruth’s sister Mary
from the age of 4 after
her parents died.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, her
husband in 1995, two
brothers, Harold Pritch-
ett and the Rev. Robert
Pritchett, and her sister,
Eva May Jantz.

Survivors include her
sons, Ronald Megli and
wife Susan of Olathe,
Roger Megli and wife
Sandi of Wichita, Steve
and wife Becky of Enid,
Okla.,Terry and wife
Becki Megli of Shawnee,
and Tracy Megli of Tulsa,
Okla.; grandchildren,

Megan and
Andrew Wil-
son of Beaver-
ton, Ore.,
Allison and
Siji Adewunmi
of Olathe,
David and Liz
Megli of
Kansas City,
Mo., Marketa

Clanton of Olathe, Kristy
and Dale Morrow of Troy,
Ohio, Kathy and Josh
Tatum, Paul Megli of
Philadelphia,, Joshua
Megli of Tyler, Texas,
Jonathan Megli of Okla-
homa City, Okla., Ruth
and Travis Cochrum of
Oklahoma City, Anna
Megli of Lubbock, Texas,
Luke and Mathew Megli
of Shawnee, and Rachael
Megli and Aaron Megli
both of Oklahoma; great-
grandchildren, Laedyn,
Mikaela, Josiah and
Ethan; and sister, Mary
Barker of Topeka.

Services to celebrate
her life will be at 1 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 21, at the
Newton First Baptist
Church with family re-
membering her life. Bur-
ial will be in Greenwood
Cemetery in Newton. Vis-
itation will be from 5 to 9
p.m. Friday, Jan. 20, at
Petersen Funeral Home
in Newton, and the fam-
ily will receive friends
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. In lieu
of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made
to the First Baptist
Church of Newton, Focus
on the Family or the
Kansas Learning Center
for Health in care of Pe-
tersen Funeral Home.

EDITH MEGLI

Charles M. Engel-
hardt, 92, passed away
on Monday, Jan. 9, 2017,
at Via Christi Village in
Pittsburg. He was born
on April 21, 1924, near
Moran to Charles and
Marie (Sloan) Engel-
hardt.

In 1943, he married
Maxine Ansell, and they
later divorced. Together,
they had two children,
Sherry (Engelhardt)
Willis and husband Don-
ald of Newton, and Vicki
(Engelhardt) Conkright
and husband Jim of
Lenexa.

He married Barbara
(Hitch) Curtis in 1976.
Charles worked for Stef-
fen's Dairy and Arnholz
Coffee Co. in Wichita
and went to work for
Marrone's of Pittsburg
as a salesman in 1977,
retiring in 1999.

He was preceded in
death by his parents and
is survived by his wife,
Barbara Engelhardt of

Pittsburg; sister, Linda
(Engelhardt) Wood of
Chula Vista, Calif.;
daughters and stepsons,
Tim Curtis and wife
Marva of Moundridge,
Louis Curtis and wife
Marianne of Lenexa, and
Kelley Curtis of Pitts-
burg; grandchildren,
Mark Willis and wife
Cathy of Newton, Mike
Willis and wife Susan of
Wichita, Erika McMinn
and husband Gordon,
Beth Shelby and hus-
band Scott, Marcie
Seiler and husband
Drew, Keith Curtis and
wife Erin, Amy O'Crow-
ley and husband
Michael, and Tanner
Curtis; 17 great-grand-
children; and a great-
great-grandson.

Funeral services were
on Thursday, Jan. 12, at
Bath-Naylor Funeral
Home in Pittsburg.
Charles will be interred
in the Moran Cemetery
in Moran.

CHARLES M. ENGELHARDT

HOW TO RUN AN OBITUARY
Obituaries in Newton Now are free as long

as they fit our newspaper style. If you have
an obituary that should run in Newton Now
please send it to:  
wendy@harveycountynow.com 

This & That Sale to start Jan. 27
Trinity Heights Respite Care will have its 15th-an-

nual This & That Sale from 5 to 8 p.m. Friday, Jan.
27, and 8 a.m. to noon Saturday, Jan. 28, at Trinity
Heights United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall,
West 12th and Boyd in Newton.

Proceeds benefit Trinity Heights Respite Care Inc.,
a non-profit organization that subsidizes care givers
for kids with special needs.

Nominations open for Distinguished Alumni Award
The Central Kansas Community Foundation-USD

373 Education Endowment invites the public to nomi-
nate an alumnus of Newton High School for the NHS
Distinguished Alumni Award.

Visit www.usd373.org for more information and to
nominate an alumnus for recognition. 

—For Newton Now
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FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifiedsalie for
unty’s larges

lp with clas
ribution newspape THE HERINGTON TIMES

Prestressed Concrete, Inc. is seeking 
Full Time Concrete Laborers 

in Newton, Kansas 
M-F 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Previous concrete or construction 
experience is a plus but we do offer 

on-the-job-training as well.
Excellent benefits including health/ 

dental insurance, life insurance, 401k 
retirement, vacation and holidays. 

Please contact the main office at
2800 N. Old 81 Highway, Newton, KS for 

an application or 
call 316-283-2277 for additional info.  

rschroeder@prestressedconcreteinc.com

Herington Heating A/C and Plumbing has
an opening for a highly motivated and experienced 

Plumber
Must be able to work 

independently. Apply to hhacp@att.net or in 
person to 110 East Main,Herington, Kansas

Your classified ad will appear in both the Hillsboro Free Press and Newton Now...
reaching every Marion County household and Newton Now subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for 20 words,
then 25¢ per word. 

Classified Display: $12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25.50)

Call 620-947-5702 
or email natalie@hillsborofreepress.com

Reach MORE people with our classifieds!

THE HERINGTON TIMES

Local company is looking
for drivers to transport
railroad crews up to a
200 mile radius from

Herington.
Must live within 20 miles of
Herington, be 21 years or

older, valid driver's 
license and a pre-employ-

ment drug screen is 
required. A company 

vehicle is provided, paid
training, and benefits.

Compensation 
is $8.50 per hour.

Apply online at 
www.hallcon.com

in Florence is accepting 

applications full and 

part time positions.

Health Insurance
401-K

Vacation

Apply in person 
at Hwy. 50

Florence, KS

The Marion County Road &
Bridge Dept. is accepting 

applications for an   

Equipment 
Operator/ Truck

Driver
CDL license is required. Applica-
tions may be picked up at the
Marion County Road & Bridge
Office, Courthouse, through Jan-
uary 24, 2017. Drug testing will
be required. EOE

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network
(MCN)have purchased some of the fol-
lowing classifieds. Determining the value
of the service or product is advised by
this publication. In order to avoid misun-
derstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other busi-
nesses at home. Under NO circumstances
should you send money in advance or
give the client your checking account, li-
cense ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that if a
credit repair company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to request any
money before delivering its services. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

Parkside Homes Current Needs
We are searching for 

honest, caring team members! 

If you are looking for a new job for the new year,

check out our current openings at 

www.parksideks.org

Criminal background checks run at the time of job offer. 
Parkside is proud to be a drug-free, EOE workplace.

200 Willow Road, Hillsboro, KS  67063
(620) 947-2301  •  www.parksideks.org

The City of Hillsboro is 
excepting applications for a
part time (15 hours/week)

Museum Coordinator for
the Adobe House and

Schaeffler House sites.
Duties may include: staffing

the visitor center; 
marketing/fundraising; 

arranging & giving tours;
coordinating volunteers;

maintaining website; 
maintaining records and 

accessioning holdings; good
communication skills; 
bachelor’s degree and 

library experience preferred;
training, experience, and or
interested local/area history

preferred. Pay rate TBD
based on qualifications. 

Appointment begins in
2017. Open until filled.  

Submit resumes to City
Clerk, City of Hillsboro, 

118 E Grand,
Hillsboro, KS 67063.  EEOC

The Free Press is
looking for a 

conscientious youth
or adult to deliver

the newspaper door
to door in the 

Trinity Church
neighborhood 
each Tuesday. 

For more 
information, call 

620-947-5702 and
ask for Don.

Rural Vista USD 481 is 

currently accepting 

applications for 

District Treasurer/
Secretary for the

Board of Education
This position requires 

computer experience, 

general accounting 

knowledge, multi-tasking

capabilities and necessary

people skills. 

Classified applications are

on the district website at

www.usd481.org. 

USD 481 is an EOE. 

Salem Home currently has the 
following position open:

Salem Home currently
has openings for: 

Apply at 704 S. Ash

PH: 620-947-22721

Or obtain an application at:

Salemhomeks.org
E.E.O.E. – drug free workplace

FT evening C.N.A.
FT Activities Coordi-
nator, must have certifica-
tion, must be a CNA, some

transportation required

FT – Press Operators 
$12.50/hr All shifts

FT - General Labor 
$10-$13/hr All shifts

Classified Deadline
Mondays at Noon

1 Employment
The 1st United Church of Christ is seeking
a part time pastor. Send resume to 1st
United Church of Christ 210 East Fourth
St; Newton Ks 67114. 1-6tc

2 Announcements
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3 Merchandise

Firewood
Firewood For Sale. Unseasoned hedge
wood $125 per pickup load. Will deliver.
Call Rick at 620-382-5744. 49-8tc

Homes
211 S. Lincoln. Hillsboro. 4 bedroom, 1
bath Victorian house available immediately.
Kitchen appliances furnished.  No smoking.
No pets.  620-877-7887.52-tfn

5 Real Estate

Land

4 For Rent

Apartments
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. 
rentnewton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn 

Clean and remodeled 1 and 2 bedroom
apartments available. 110 N Jefferson,
Hillsboro. $400 to $475. Covered parking,
central heat and air. Call 620-343-9800 or
316-772-2597. 1-4tc

Apartments

4 For Rent

Large 1 Bedroom Apt. Hillsboro for 1 Re-

sponsible Adult. Partially furnished, re-

frigerator, stove, washer & dryer. Quite

neighborhood. May consider obedient dog.

By helping with  housework, you can earn

your monthly rent, utilities, plus $200/mo.

Call Mark @ 620-947-3535 & leave a mes-

sage. 3-1tc

For Rent: 1 bedroom, 1 bath apartment on

second floor. Located at 119 S. A St., Her-

ington. For more information call 785-258-

2328. 2-2tc

Small 1 bedroom. $275 Rent/Deposit. 316-

772-0454. 2-2tpKCAN CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale
40’ Grade A Steel Cargo  Containers
$1500.00 in KC.  $2200.00 in Solomon Ks.
20s’ 45s’ 48s & 53s’  also available  Call
785 655 9430 or go online to
Chuckhenry.com  for pricing, availability
& Freight estimates.

Misc.
Lenders Offering Special Gov’t Programs
for Mobile Homes and $0 Down for Land
Owners. Promo homes with reduced down
payments. Use Tax Refund for additional
incentives. Singles from $39,900. Doubles
from $59,900  866-858-6862

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW  JAN. 21-22 SAT. 9-5 & SUN.
9-3 TOPEKA KANSAS EXPOCENTRE (19TH
& TOPEKA BLVD) INFO: (563) 927-8176
www.rkshows.com

Misc.
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE &
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill-
Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

ADOPTION
A childless married couple seeks to adopt.
Will be hands-on mom & devoted dad. Fi-
nancial security. Expenses PAID. Call Holly
& Tiger. 1-800-790-5260 (ask for Adam)
(MCN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Call us first. Living expenses, housing,
medical, and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your choice.
Call 24/7. 855-390-6047 (Void in IL & IN)
(MCN)

FOR SALE
TRAILER SALE: 6'x12' V-nose ramp Cargo
$2,750.00, 7'x16' V-nose ramp $4,199.00;
Skidloader trailers SAVE $600.00 to $700.00,
Fuel Trailers, Scissor lift trailers, Snow-
mobile trailers 2-place & 4-place; Dump
trailers, 100's of trailer PARTS! Trailer Re-
pairs 515-972-4554. www.FortDodgeTrail-
erWorld.com (MCN)

FRUIT & NUT TREES. Blueberry, Straw-
berry, Grape, Asparagus, Evergreen &
Hardwood Plants & MORE! FREE catalog.
WOODSTOCK NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95,
Neillsville, WI 54456. Toll Free 888-803-
8733 wallace-woodstock.com (MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
Tired of the snow? Become a Winter Texan
where the sun meets the gulf. Over 100
RV resorts and retirement communities
for you to choose from. RV sites, fully fur-
nished rentals and more. For more infor-
mation visit www.rgvparks.org (MCN)

Tired of cold weather? Escape to Llano
Grande Resort in South Texas' Rio Grande
Valley! RV sites, cottages, fully furnished
rentals available. Enjoy our golf course,
heated swimming pools, full schedule of
activities, top-notch entertainment, breath-
taking sunsets, and endless fun. Ask about
our complimentary 30-day stay. 800-656-
2638 www.lanogranderesort.com (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
CLASS-A CDL Regional Driver. Good home
time. Great pay and benefits. Matching
401k. Bonuses and newest equipment. No
touch freight. Experience needed. Call
Scott 507-460-9011. Apply on-line
WWW.MCFGTL.COM (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimpor-
tant!www.homemoney77.com (MCN)

PAID IN ADVANCE! MAKE $1000 Weekly!!
Mailing Brochures From Home. Helping
home workers since 2001. No Experience
Required. Start Immediately! www.central-
mailing.net (VOID IN SD, WI) (MCN)

Drive with Uber. You'll need a Smartphone.
It's fun and easy. For more information,
call: 1-800-902-9366 (MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to find out
how to get your free Pills! Price too low to
Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997 (MCN)

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-
389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
(MCN)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Internet.
High-Speed. Available Anywhere! Speeds
to 15 mbps. Starting at $59.99/mp. Call for
Limited Time Price! 844-292-0678 (MCN)

ADT Security protects your home & family
from "what if" scenarios. Fire, flood, bur-
glary or carbon monoxide, ADT provides
24/7 security. Don’t wait! Call Now! 1-888-
607-9294 (MCN)

Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed.
No contract or commitment. We buy your
existing contract up to $500! 1-800-919-
3588 (MCN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest
senior living referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-442-
5148 (MCN)

Exede satellite internet. Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet any-
where in the U.S. Order now and save
$100. Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 1-
800-712-9365 (MCN)

ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Sys-
tems Inc. Call us for all of your basement
needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195 (MCN)

GET HELP NOW! One Button Senior Med-
ical Alert. Falls, Fires & Emergencies hap-
pen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. Call
NOW 1-888-840-7541 (MCN)

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock in 2-Year Price
Guarantee ($50/month) w/AT&T Wireless.
Over 145 Channels PLUS Popular Movie
Networks for Three Months, No Cost! Call
1-800-203-4378 (MCN)

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming. FREE Install (up
to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-800-
390-3140 (MCN)

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month,
includes FREE Genie HD/DVR # 3 months
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, STARZ. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00! Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery. Call today 1-888-403-
7751 (MCN)

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578 (MCN)

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first prescription!
CALL 1-800-263-4059 Promo Code
CDC201625 (MCN)

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offering a
45-Day Risk Free Offer! FREE BATTERIES
for Life! Call to start your free trial! 855-
982-0724 (MCN)

Chronic Pain? Back or joint pain, arthritis?
Recent Medicare/health coverage changes
may benefit you! Products are little to NO
COST, if qualified. FREE Shipping. Ac-
credited Pain Specialists. CALL 1- 800-
950-0213 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder

Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or

NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call

Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613 (MCN)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!

A cheaper alternative to high drugstore

prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!

100 Percent Guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-

800-795-9687 (MCN)

PERSONALS

MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid op-

erators, just real people like you. Browse

greetings, exchange messages and connect

live. Try it free. Call now: 800-357-4970

(MCN)

AUTOMOBILES

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive

maximum value of write off for your taxes.

Running or not! All conditions accepted.

Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680

(MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT

TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3

Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,

All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-

0205 (MCN)

FINANCIAL

Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? Stop

wage & bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled

tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax

debt FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)

STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got you

down? We can help reduce payments and

get finances under control, call: 866-871-

1626 (MCN)t

MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS MCN CLASSIFIEDS

NEWTON POLICE REPORTS
Jan. 8
Criminal calls:
Battery, 1100 Blk N

Boyd

Jan. 7
Criminal calls:
Theft, 200 Blk W

Broadway
DC, Criminal Tres-

pass, 400 Blk N Main
Theft, Indian Lane
Arrests:
Anna Summers, 22,

Driving while license
cancelled, 1700 Blk E
Eighth 

Irene Hiesterman, 49,
driving while license
cancelled, 12th and Elm 

Joseph Duran, 44, pos-
session of opiate, traffic
contraband in a correc-
tion facility, 100 Blk E
Eighth

Jan. 6

Criminal calls:
Poss Marij, DWS, 1200

Blk Connector Dr
Agg Assault, 1100 Blk

Old Main
Arrests:
Steven Langwell, 37,

interference with Law
Enforcement Officer,
1100 Blk Washington Rd

Derick Duncan, 31,
warrant, 100 Blk E Sixth

Jordan Brudage, 22,
warrant, 200 Blk E Sixth

Jan. 5
Criminal calls:
Criminal Threat, 600

Blk Medical Center Dr
Criminal Damage, 200

Blk W 1st
Burglary, Theft, 900

Blk N Oak
Arrests:
Alexandra Galvan, 30,

Driving while license
cancelled, 1800 Blk NE

12th 
Manuel Leon, 40, war-

rant, 900 Blk E Broad-
way 

Saul Barajas-Gonza-
lez, 20, operating with-
out a motor vehicle
license,1600 Blk N Main 

Clifton Roslin, Domes-
tic battery, 200 Blk SE
Third 

Jan. 4
Criminal calls:
Theft, 100 Blk E 1st
Arrests:
Sandra Moore, 39,

warrant, Burlington
County 

Sharif Jones, 21, dis-
tribution of narcotic,
criminal possession of
firearm driving while
suspended, I-135 mm 32 

Timothy Hahn, 62,
warrant, Marion County

President White accepts foundation CEO position

NORTH NEWTON—
Bethel College President
Perry D. White has in-
formed the Board of Direc-
tors he will become the
next chief executive officer
of Harmony Foundation
International, based in
Nashville, Tenn.

His new role begins
April 3.

“We congratulate Perry
and wish him the best in
his new position,” said
Brett Birky, Denver,
board chair.

Originally dedicated to
supporting the Barber-
shop Harmony Society,
Harmony Foundation In-
ternational has expanded
its reach to include fund-
ing music education for
high school and college
students.

“I never intended to end
my working career as a
college president and al-
ways thought I would re-
turn to music in some
way,” White said.

“I never expected such
an opportunity to come so
soon, a position that al-
lows me to draw on my
passion for choral
music/education as well as
my experience in
fundraising and organiza-
tional leadership. Dalene
and I are extremely ex-
cited about this opportu-
nity to begin a great new
adventure in a tremen-
dous city.”

According to Birky,
identification of potential
interim leaders for Bethel
began earlier in the aca-
demic year due to the
transition expected at the
end of it.

“Based on ongoing dis-
cussions, we anticipate
being able to announce a
plan for an interim presi-
dent in the coming
weeks,” he said.

The work of the board
and the Presidential
Search Committee to
identify the 15th presi-
dent of Bethel College re-
mains on schedule, with
on-campus listening ses-
sions concluding Jan. 9.

“These sessions serve to
solidify the desired presi-
dential profile and priori-
tization of necessary skills
and attributes,” said com-
mittee chair Dan
Flickinger, San Francisco. 

“The Search Committee
remains committed to
identifying a viable candi-
date for the presidency be-
fore the conclusion of the
school year.”

FOR NEWTON NOW
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Wyatt Hendrickson rides opponent Dylan Servis from Dodge City in the 182-pound finals of the Tournament of Champions on Jan. 14 in Newton.
Hendrickson picked up a 10-5 decision to win the tournament. 

Bull market
Hendrickson just wins on the mat

If you haven’t heard of
Wyatt Hendrickson, you
might want to take no-
tice. In the last week, the
Newton sophomore has
just put his head down
and beaten opponent
after state-caliber oppo-
nent in a run that was
capped off by a thrilling
10-5 win over All-Class
No. 3 Dylan Servis from
Dodge City for a Tourna-
ment of Champions title
at 182 pounds in Newton
on Jan. 14.

“It was honestly a sur-
prise to me,” Hendrick-
son said. “I knew I had a
good tournament. I came
up on a lot of my
matches. I had more
points than I thought I
would score. I did a little
bit better than I thought
I would do. But it meant
a whole bunch.”

Going back to the
Derby tournament the
weekend before the TOC,
Hendrickson has col-
lected some high-value
scalps. In Derby, he beat
Goddard’s Austin An-
dres, a two-time state
placer 4-3 in the finals.

Just to get to the finals
in Newton, he had to
beat Junction City’s
Aryus Jones, a future
Div. I wrestler and an
undefeated state cham-
pion 12-6. The reward for
beating Jones was a
match in the TOC finals
against Servis, a two-

time Fargo All-American
and a National Folkstyle
All-American whose mus-
cles have muscles. 

But as he has done all
year opening eyes along
the way, Hendrickson
didn’t concern himself
with the opponent. He
simply focused on what
he needed to do.

“I just went out there
and worked my moves,”
Hendrickson said. “I shot
when he didn’t think I
was going to shoot,

scored points when he
didn’t think I would
score. You never want to
go out there knowing
that you have been beat
just because they look
big. David and Goliath,
you know.”

Hendrickson came into
the TOC dreaming about
making the finals. It was
a dream he had been
hanging onto since he
was a kid. But he knew it
would be a rough road to
get there this year. But

as his confidence and
ability on the mat contin-
ues to grow, a win over
Jones in the semis made
the unthinkable a reality.
Once he got the opportu-
nity to get on the mat in
the finals, it became a
test of how badly he re-
ally wanted to capture
his dream.

With Servis pushing
hard for takedowns, Hen-
drickson found himself in

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Wyatt Hendrickson gets his hand raised after a 10-5 decision over Dylan Servis from Dodge City in the
182-pound finals of the Tournament of Champions on Jan. 14 in Newton. 

Treaster
takes second

TOC title

There isn’t a lot Logan Treaster hasn’t experienced
on a wrestling mat, from winning a state title to
wrestling on a national stage. And wrestling in the
Tournament of Champions in Newton is something
that is special. On top of providing the thrill of win-
ning one of the toughest tournaments around, it is
also the one opportunity for the Railer wrestlers to
show what they can do for people who may only come
watch the TOC or might even be watching wrestling
for the first time at the tournament. It is a big re-
sponsibility Treaster takes seriously.

Well, maybe not that big.
“It is not like a Spiderman level of responsibility,”

Treaster said. “But it is one of those things where this
is a big tournament, and this is our chance to show
what Newton has to offer and kind of represent the
community in a good way.”

And fueled in part by his will to put on the best
possible show to keep fans interested in wrestling and
coming back, Treaster wrestled through the bracket
and used a third-period escape to beat 6A No. 3 Dal-
las Wilson 1-0 in the finals. 

The tournament championship is the second in
Treaster’s career. He will be hoping to add a second
career win at the state tournament in February as
well. As he keeps winning, he keeps defending his No.
1 All-Class ranking as well.

In the finals on Saturday the 14th, Treaster faced a
familiar opponent who does Jason Voorhees justice
with Wilson from Wichita South. 

“He is just one those guys that, most other
wrestlers that have that type of intensity level, they
start to wear out after the first two periods,” Treaster
said. “He just keeps coming. Trying to weather that
and trying for opportunities is so hard when he is on
offense so much on his feet that it is hard to get out of
your defense and try to re-attack. That is one of those
reasons why he does not get scored on very often.”

With both wrestlers fighting each other off, the first
period went scoreless. Knowing that points were
going to be tough to come by, Treaster knew he had a
job to do in the second period. 

“Going into the second, I knew that if I could get a
ride and just ride him out, that was going to put me
in a really good spot,” Treaster said. 

Treaster did just that in the second period, riding
Wilson out, not letting him get a point for escaping
and keeping the match scoreless after two periods.

Starting from the bottom in the third period,
Treaster’s mission was easier said than done. The
goal was to escape and get a takedown. The escape
came quickly enough to put him up 1-0. But Wilson’s
normal level of hyper-aggression was cranked up,
trailing and needing a takedown, making it hard for
Treaster to set up a takedown attempt of his own. 

“He just kept coming,” Treaster said. “I just
couldn’t get off of my defense. I was trying to stay
smart, and in the last 15 seconds I knew that I didn’t
have a stall warning. Just stay smart and watch any
big moves and I’d be fine.”

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Logan Treaster gets some instruction from Newton head coach
Tommy Edgmon during blood time in the 120-pound finals of the
Tournament of Champions on Jan. 14 in Newton.See WRESTLING / 12

Glue guys: Backside placers wrestle for the team

At the Tournament of
Champions in Newton,
wrestling in the finals is a
dream. Though this year
the grand finale was
scrapped so teams could
get on the road before the
weather set in, making it
to the finals puts a
wrestler in an elite group
of the best in the state re-
gardless of the fanfare. 

But for the vast major-
ity of wrestlers in the
tournament, the dream
ends with the first loss
sending them into the
consolation bracket. When
that happens, the tourna-
ment stops being about a

wrestler’s personal dream,
and about doing what has
to be done to score points
for the team.

“It is not about your-
self,” Newton head coach
Tommy Edgmon said. “It
is about keeping your
head up and ‘Hey, if I
have an opportunity to get
a higher place, I am going
to score more points for
my team.’ Again, that is
what I told a lot of our
guys on the backside. If
you get sent to the back-
side, the goal is ultimately
to come back and take
third, but we just need
some points on the back
side. If you can win two or
three matches on the back
side, score some points to
help out the team.”

This year, in his first

try as a freshman, Grant
Treaster fell into the con-
solation bracket after
falling to Griffin Baker
from Andover Central 7-6
in the semifinal match, a
couple of points shy of the
finals. But not to be dis-
couraged, Treaster battled
back hard. In the consola-
tion semifinals, he pinned
Tate Sauder from Man-
hattan and earned a con-
vincing 7-3 decision over
Rhett Edmonson from
McPherson to take third
place and score 22 total
team points in the tourna-
ment.

“Going into the consola-
tion semis, I knew I was
trying to help out the
team,” Treaster said. “We
only had me and [Andrew]
Trowbridge wrestling, so I

was trying to get up team
points for us. I was look-
ing for the pin, and I got
the pin for us. You know,
you can’t win it when you
are on the back side so
you try to do your best to
get as high as you can.
You have to let your loss
go and it doesn’t matter
anymore. You go out there
for the pin and always
wrestle for the pin.”

Trowbridge came into
the tournament with
some high expectations of
himself, looking to get
into at least the top four
at 126 pounds. But after a
loss to Abraham Sanchez
from Manhattan in the
consolation rounds, he
found himself in the sev-

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

See GLUE / 13

Railer girls stay undefeated
with a win in McPherson

The Roundhouse in McPherson has been a house of
horrors for opponents trying to figure out how to stop
Taylor Robertson. The Bullpup junior is in range if
she is in the building and doesn’t seem to ever miss,
averaging 26 points per game. But the Railer girls
have relied on defense to rise to a No. 1 ranking in 5A
and were eager to take on the test in a 39-37 thriller
over McPherson.

A DesiRay Kernal steal from Robertson led to a
Kernal bucket with nine seconds left that stood for
the win.

Newton made a defensive statement early. The
Railers forced six turnovers and picked up four steals
in the first quarter alone. Newton’s own sharpshooter
Jada Berry drilled a 3-pointer that got the Railer of-
fense going to take a 13-7 lead after one, holding a po-
tent McPherson offense to single digits.

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com
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Abby Schmidt didn’t
have time to relax after
facing a tough matchup
with 6-foot-6 Derby center
Kennedy Brown. Against
McPherson, she had to go
up against another elite
center in Mandi Cooks
and was up to the task
again. Schmidt held
Cooks to two points and
two rebounds in the first
half on the way to a 21-17
Newton lead at the half.

Kernal led the team
with six points in the first
half with Berry scoring
five. Schmidt and Kyndal
Bacon scored four points
each. Newton out-re-
bounded McPherson 16-9
in the first half and
picked up five team
steals.

In the third quarter,
McPherson fought back. A
put-back for Cooks cut the
Newton lead to 23-21 with
five minutes left in the
quarter. But the Railers
scored the next six points,
four in the paint by Ker-
nal to jump back out 29-
21. After three Newton
had a 29-23 lead over the
Bullpups. Through three,
the Railers held Robert-
son to 12 points with
Cooks the next highest
scorer with four. Kernal

led Newton with 12
points and Berry had
seven.

In the fourth quarter,
McPherson started firing
back once again. The
Bullpups scored seven
unanswered points to tie
the game at 30-30 with a
bucket from Robertson
with about six minutes
left.

Newton recaptured the
lead at 32-30 on a steal
from Taylor Antonowich,
which led to a fast-break
bucket for Savannah Sim-
mons with five minutes
left.

A 3-pointer from Emma
Yowell gave McPherson
the lead at 33-32.

Locked in a 37-37 tie,
Kernal got a steal that
gave Newton the ball
back with 1:12 left to
play. Kernal finished the
deal with a bucket to put
Newton up 39-37 to get
the win.

Kernal finished with a
double-double picking up
a team high in scoring
with 16 points, including
the game-winning bucket
and a team high in re-
bounds with 12. Berry
finished with nine points
for Newton with Bacon
and Schmidt finishing
with four each.
Antonowich, Simmons
and Taylor Brewer scored
two points each.

trouble in a bridge. But
against a bigger, stronger
opponent, Hendrickson
managed to flip the situ-
ation and turn it into a
takedown of his own
twice in the match. 

“Do I really want this?”
Hendrickson said. “There
were some hard situa-
tions where my neck was
getting cranked. I was
about to give. But it was
like, ‘No, I want this
hard enough I am not
going to let that stop me.’
You have just got to go
dig down and find some-
where you want to get
out of that position.”

And with a 2-point lead
with time ticking away in
the third period, all he
had to do was sit back
and stuff Servis’ take-
down attempts. But Hen-
drickson didn’t get
defensive. Instead, he
kept the pressure on and
got offensive, landing a
double-leg takedown of
his own to shock Servis,
and the partisan Newton
crowd, to seal the win.

With the win in New-
ton, not only is his confi-
dence on the rise, but so
his position in the rank-
ings and something of a
legend growing around
the kid who was an un-

known entering the sea-
son.

“I think I have opened
a lot of eyes,” Hendrick-
son said. “People I don’t
even know are coming up
to me and saying, ‘Good
job,’ and giving me hugs.
I am just like, ‘Well,
thanks, guys.’ 

But while things keep
coming together as the
season picks up steam
going into regionals,
there isn’t a lot of time

for Hendrickson to stop
and admire his work. Up
next is a dual for Newton
against 6A No. 3 Derby
on Jan. 19, followed by a
tournament in Garden
City that will be every bit
as tough as the TOC, if
not tougher. In Garden
City, there will be possi-
ble rematches with both
Andres and Servis. If
that isn’t enough of a
challenge, 5A and All-
Class No. 1 Clay Lautt

from St. James Academy
will also be there in what
could be a possible pre-
view of the state finals.

But worrying about his
opponents is not what
Hendrickson does. 

“Just keep training
hard,” Hendrickson said.
“Just keep winning those
matches, going out there
100 percent confident
and knowing that I am
going to win each and
every single match.”
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So there was no big grand fi-
nale at the Tournament of
Champions. It is a bummer.
There is no question the hype
of the finalists and the spot-
light over the mat is one of the
things that sets this tourna-
ment apart and makes every
wrestler in the state want to be
a part of it.

But another big part of the
tournament is the caliber of
talent. That didn’t change with
the impending weather. With
three other mats going at the
same time, all eyes were not
drawn to the championship
mat. However, what happened
on that mat was just as spec-
tacular as every other year.

I am happy for Logan
Treaster. This kid is currently
the best 120-pounder in the
state. And as a senior this
year, he now has two TOC ti-
tles. Treaster had a chance to
experience the lights and the

production of the finals before.
Not going through it this year
didn’t really bother him. He
told me it was kind of nice to
be able to wake up in the morn-
ing, do what he had to do in
preparation and just go out and
wrestle. While it is fun to psych
yourself up throughout the day
and to go through the finale,
that can also create its own set
of problems. As it was this
year, the wrestlers didn’t have
to worry about overcomplicat-
ing things. It wasn’t a terrible
change of pace for Treaster.

But I do feel bad for Wyatt
Hendrickson. Part of his dream
of making the finals was get-
ting to have that experience. It
was kind of taken from him
this year.

I remember watching Jared
Langley wrestle in the finals
under the light in his senior
year. The gym was a mad-
house. This event is the high

school equivalency of a big-
time prize fight, and there isn’t
much more emotional than a
combat sport when you are tied
to one of the combatants. It is
passionately territorial.

Hendrickson kind of came
out of nowhere this season. He
had to pull off a monumental
upset in the semifinals just to
get into the finals to pull off
another win not many people
expected. Had that match
against Servis taken place

under the spotlight, Raven-
scroft Gym may have been
burned to the ground. Hen-
drickson had every opportunity
to lose. Servis was as adver-
tised, and he was on a mission
to end this run Hendrickson
has been on. Hendrickson just
simply didn’t want to lose, and
so he didn’t. It was the classic
underdog tale of guts winning
over talent that any fight pro-
moter dreams about. 

Another thing Hendrickson
was shorted on was having to
deal with that all-day pressure
of wrestling in the match of
your life. It may have served
him well in the match this
year to not have to deal with
the hype. But as a sophomore
who is brand new to life at the
top of the sport, having to sit
and deal with the full force of
the pressure might have pro-
vided some valuable experi-
ence to look back on if he gets

to Hartman Arena in Febru-
ary.

But, so it goes. It is, of
course, much more important
to avoid having to read about a
bus full of kids crashing trying
to drive home from a wrestling
tournament that couldn’t do
without a light show. The
safety of the wrestlers and
fans who traveled took prior-
ity, as it should. The important
thing is they got the tourna-
ment in.

And talking to Hendrickson
about the possibility of getting
back to the finals next year
provided a light show of its
own. The kid beamed. He is far
from done. 

Mike Mendez is the sports ed-
itor of the Newton Now and
can be reached by e-mail at

mike@harveycountynow.com
and followed on Twitter at

@MendezNewtonNow.

The lack of hype rough but didn’t take away from TOC talent
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Newton's DesiRay Kernal looks for an opening against Derby's Sydney
Nilles on Jan. 10. Against McPherson on Jan. 17 Kernal had a double-
double with a team-high 12 rebounds and a team-high 16 points includ-
ing the game-winner with nine seconds left.

Get news daily
at www.harvey-
countynow.com!



enth place match where
he fell to Devon Griego
from Dodge City 11-0 to
finish in eighth place. But
before the final two
matches, Trowbridge
picked up eight team
points with a 4-1 win over
Nilton Sandoval from Em-
poria and bonus points in
a pin over Malichi George
from Wichita Heights in
the consolation bracket.

“One to four is kind of
where I’m shooting for,”
Trowbridge said. “I am
happy that I got up there,
but I just feel like I could
have done better. You lose
one and then you are
going on the back side
and then it is more about
just keeping strong and
keeping your head up. For
me it was kind of tough
after I lost mine going for
third and fourth, but I
still kind of owed it to my
team to at least do my
best and try as a team.”

As the season rolls
along and the potential
the Railers have seen in
themselves all along
starts to reveal itself to
the rest of the state, the
guys on the team are
growing together. With a
pair of senior, freshman
brothers with Logan and
Grant Treaster, and
Brody and Boone Rober-
son, the Railers are a
family and there is a wel-
coming effect in the
wrestling room as they
become stronger together.

“That is so important to
have people like that on
the sideline,” Trowbridge
said. “When you are
wrestling out there and
you know you didn’t do
the best that you could,
but you still have a whole
team of people behind
you, that helps you keep

going and that is real im-
portant. It is like this
common misconception
that people just want to
be by themselves and just
relish in the loss that they
have. But if you have
teammates there support-
ing you and you are just
working through it, it re-
ally helps you and it
builds the team.”

While Grant Treaster
and Trowbridge did
enough on the back side of
the bracket to place in
Newton, there were some
other guys who didn’t
reach the podium but
scored team points. At
220 pounds, Cyle
Gautschi came through
with five team points get-
ting a pin over Derby’s
Bryce Westmoreland and
a 5-2 decision over Hunter
Christensen from Man-
hattan, both on the back
side.

Both Brody and Boone
Roberson, and Kadin
McBee scored four team
points each. Boone pinned
Tristan Bissell from Win-
field and beat Alejandro
Sanchez from Wichita
South 7-2 on the back side
at 113. Brody got an 8-4
decision over Ryan Bertha
from Maize South on the
front side at 132 pounds
before losing in the quar-
terfinals 5-4 to Montez
Robinson from Arkansas
City on a tiebreaker.
McBee beat Ben Heide
from Maize South 5-3 and
pinned Chase Rameriz
from Valley Center, both
on the back side. 

Dante Harper scored
three team points with a
10-1 major decision over
Carlos Rojas from Dodge
City in the consolation
bracket at 170 pounds,
and Colby Beer scored
two points at 195 pounds
with a 5-4 decision over
Jawonnis Hilton from
Junction City on the back
side.
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ABOVE: Andrew Trow-
bridge wrestles Devon
Griego from Dodge City in
the 126-pound seventh-
place match at the Tour-
nament of Champions on
Jan. 14 in Newton. Trow-
bridge finished eighth
place at the TOC and
scored eight team points
for the Railers.

LEFT: Andrew Trowbridge
tries to escape trouble in
the seventh-place match
at 126 pounds against
Devon Griego from Dodge
City at the Tournament of
Champions on Jan. 14 in
Newton. Trowbridge fin-
ished eighth place and
scored eight team points
for the Railers. 

Bethel College Threshers fall to Tabor College in KCAC rivalry

The Newton boys swim-
ming team picked up a
third place finish in Em-
poria with 362 points. 

Ethan Torres had a big
meet, taking first place in
the 100-yard backstroke
and third in the 200 indi-
vidual medley, as well as
second as a part of the
200 medley relay and 400
freestyle relay. Torres
swam the 100 back in
58.22 and the 200 IM in
2:16.21, both state quali-
fying times. The second
place 200 medley relay
team finished in 1:50.73
and the 400 free in
3:38.69, both well under
the state qualifying
times. 

Shaedon Wedel was on
both second-place relay

teams and had a big meet
individually as well.
Wedel took third in the
200 free with a 2:04.73.
He also took third in the
100 breaststroke with a
1:09.57, which is a state
qualifying time. 

Ryan Hirsh was on
both second-place relay
teams and had a third-
place 24.44 in the 50 free
and took fourth in the 100
butterfly with a 1:01.05. 

Conner Ekerberg quali-
fied for state in the 100
breast, coming in just
under the qualifying time
with a 1:10.27, making it
by .67 seconds. He also
took fifth in diving with
146.65 points. 

Joey Perales was the
fourth member of the sec-
ond-place relays and fin-
ished sixth in the 100 free
with a 55.26. Seth Zas-
trow took sixth in the 500

freestyle with a 5:58.73. 

Team Scores: 1. Topeka
Seaman, 498; 2. Campus,
390; 3. Newton, 362; 4.
Topeka Hayden, 281; 5. Trin-
ity Academy, 243; 6. Topeka,
221; 7. Emporia, 184; 8. Clas-
sical School of Wichita, 101.

200 Medley Relay: 2. New-
ton (Ryan Hirsh, Shaedon
Wedel, Ethan Torres, Joey
Perales), 1:50.73; 11. Newton
(Levi Knopp, Conner Eker-
berg, Eli Albrecht, Jerum
Phillips) 2:09.77. 200
Freestyle: 3. Shaedon Wedel,
2:04.73; 10. Jon Voth,
2:21.86; 15. Jonah Hodge,
2:35.67. 200 IM: 3. Ethan
Torres, 2:16.21; 9. Joey
Perales, 2:28.39; 12. Seth Za-
strow, 2:35.07. 50 Freestyle:
3. Ryan Hirsh, 24.44. Diving:
5. Conner Ekerberg, 146.65;
10. Tim Haaf, 120.10; 11. Eli
Albrecht, 116.45. 100 Butter-
fly: 4. Ryan Hirsh, 1:01.05; 8.

Christian Patton, 1:08.14.
100 Freestyle: 6. Joey
Perales, 55.26; 15. Jerum
Phillips, 1:05.28. 500
Freestyle: 6. Seth Zastrow,
5:58.73; 11. Levi Knopp,
6:47.75; 12. Jon Voth,
6:53.55. 200 Freestyle Relay:
10. Newton (Jerum Phillips,
Eli Albrecht, Seth Zastrow,
Cristian Patton), 1:52.89; 11.
Newton (Seth Bontrager,
Noah Massanari, Jonah
Hodge, Jon Voth), 1:56.06.
100 Backstroke: 1. Ethan
Torres, 58.22; 11. Levi
Knopp, 1:16.51; 13. James
Tyrell, 1:18.20. 100 Breast-
stroke: 3. Shaedon Wedel,
1:09.57; 5. Conner Ekerberg,
1:10.27; 14. Noah Massanari,
1:23.68. 400 Freestyle Relay:
2. Newton (Ryan Hirsh, Joey
Perales, Ethan Torres, Shae-
don Wedel), 3:38.69; 8. New-
ton (Cristian Patton, Conner
Ekerberg, Jon Voth, Seth Za-
strow), 4:14.93.

Newton High School boys swim to third in Emporia
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

Bethel College men’s
basketball doesn’t need
much extra motivation
when rival Tabor College
comes to town. But on top
of the chance to play for
Mennonite bragging
rights, the Bluejays are
sitting at No. 1 in the
Kansas Collegiate Athletic
Conference (KCAC) and
represent the best in the
league.

A big first half for Tabor
led to a 75-61 loss for the
Threshers to wrap up the

season series, however.
Bethel’s Jacob Miller

continued his dominant
season on the boards and
had an 18-rebound, 14-
point double-double
against Tabor. Miller is
currently ranked No. 18 in
the NAIA Div. II in total
rebounds and No. 12 in of-
fensive boards. Deven
Goodwin led the team in
scoring with 20 points and
with the help of three 3-
pointers, Chase Banister
finished with 13 points.
Now three-time KCAC De-
fensive Player of the Week
Chris Robinson led the
team in assists with three

and had three blocks for
the Threshers.

Lance Carter led Tabor
with 21 points with Tullio
Parry and Julian Winton
scoring 18 points each.

In the first half, Bethel
was ready for a fight,
standing toe-to-toe with
Tabor. With about 12 min-
utes left in the half, the
Threshers took a 13-11
lead on a 3-pointer from
Chase Bannister. But the
lead was short lived. 

Tabor tied the game at
13-13 and turned it into a
15-13 lead the Bluejays
never gave up. With a run
to end the first half, Tabor

took a 36-22 lead into the
locker room.

Down but far from out,
the Threshers regrouped
and put up a fight in the
second half. With a bucket
in the paint from Good-
win, Bethel cut the lead
down to two at 43-41
Tabor. 

But Tabor put the game
out of reach with a run
late to make give the Blue-
jays a 75-57 lead with a
minute and a half left. 

Bethel now sits at 4-8 in
the KCAC, a game behind
Oklahoma Wesleyan and
Sterling for a tie for eighth
place. 

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Jacob Miller goes up for a bucket in the first half of a 75-61 loss for
Bethel against Tabor on Jan. 16 in North Newton. Miller finished with a
double-double with 18 rebounds and 14 points.



enth place match where
he fell to Devon Griego
from Dodge City 11-0 to
finish in eighth place. But
before the final two
matches, Trowbridge
picked up eight team
points with a 4-1 win over
Nilton Sandoval from Em-
poria and bonus points in
a pin over Malichi George
from Wichita Heights in
the consolation bracket.

“One to four is kind of
where I’m shooting for,”
Trowbridge said. “I am
happy that I got up there,
but I just feel like I could
have done better. You lose
one and then you are
going on the back side
and then it is more about
just keeping strong and
keeping your head up. For
me it was kind of tough
after I lost mine going for
third and fourth, but I
still kind of owed it to my
team to at least do my
best and try as a team.”

As the season rolls
along and the potential
the Railers have seen in
themselves all along
starts to reveal itself to
the rest of the state, the
guys on the team are
growing together. With a
pair of senior, freshman
brothers with Logan and
Grant Treaster, and
Brody and Boone Rober-
son, the Railers are a
family and there is a wel-
coming effect in the
wrestling room as they
become stronger together.

“That is so important to
have people like that on
the sideline,” Trowbridge
said. “When you are
wrestling out there and
you know you didn’t do
the best that you could,
but you still have a whole
team of people behind
you, that helps you keep

going and that is real im-
portant. It is like this
common misconception
that people just want to
be by themselves and just
relish in the loss that they
have. But if you have
teammates there support-
ing you and you are just
working through it, it re-
ally helps you and it
builds the team.”

While Grant Treaster
and Trowbridge did
enough on the back side of
the bracket to place in
Newton, there were some
other guys who didn’t
reach the podium but
scored team points. At
220 pounds, Cyle
Gautschi came through
with five team points get-
ting a pin over Derby’s
Bryce Westmoreland and
a 5-2 decision over Hunter
Christensen from Man-
hattan, both on the back
side.

Both Brody and Boone
Roberson, and Kadin
McBee scored four team
points each. Boone pinned
Tristan Bissell from Win-
field and beat Alejandro
Sanchez from Wichita
South 7-2 on the back side
at 113. Brody got an 8-4
decision over Ryan Bertha
from Maize South on the
front side at 132 pounds
before losing in the quar-
terfinals 5-4 to Montez
Robinson from Arkansas
City on a tiebreaker.
McBee beat Ben Heide
from Maize South 5-3 and
pinned Chase Rameriz
from Valley Center, both
on the back side. 

Dante Harper scored
three team points with a
10-1 major decision over
Carlos Rojas from Dodge
City in the consolation
bracket at 170 pounds,
and Colby Beer scored
two points at 195 pounds
with a 5-4 decision over
Jawonnis Hilton from
Junction City on the back
side.
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ABOVE: Andrew Trow-
bridge wrestles Devon
Griego from Dodge City in
the 126-pound seventh-
place match at the Tour-
nament of Champions on
Jan. 14 in Newton. Trow-
bridge finished eighth
place at the TOC and
scored eight team points
for the Railers.

LEFT: Andrew Trowbridge
tries to escape trouble in
the seventh-place match
at 126 pounds against
Devon Griego from Dodge
City at the Tournament of
Champions on Jan. 14 in
Newton. Trowbridge fin-
ished eighth place and
scored eight team points
for the Railers. 

Bethel College Threshers fall to Tabor College in KCAC rivalry

The Newton boys swim-
ming team picked up a
third place finish in Em-
poria with 362 points. 

Ethan Torres had a big
meet, taking first place in
the 100-yard backstroke
and third in the 200 indi-
vidual medley, as well as
second as a part of the
200 medley relay and 400
freestyle relay. Torres
swam the 100 back in
58.22 and the 200 IM in
2:16.21, both state quali-
fying times. The second
place 200 medley relay
team finished in 1:50.73
and the 400 free in
3:38.69, both well under
the state qualifying
times. 

Shaedon Wedel was on
both second-place relay

teams and had a big meet
individually as well.
Wedel took third in the
200 free with a 2:04.73.
He also took third in the
100 breaststroke with a
1:09.57, which is a state
qualifying time. 

Ryan Hirsh was on
both second-place relay
teams and had a third-
place 24.44 in the 50 free
and took fourth in the 100
butterfly with a 1:01.05. 

Conner Ekerberg quali-
fied for state in the 100
breast, coming in just
under the qualifying time
with a 1:10.27, making it
by .67 seconds. He also
took fifth in diving with
146.65 points. 

Joey Perales was the
fourth member of the sec-
ond-place relays and fin-
ished sixth in the 100 free
with a 55.26. Seth Zas-
trow took sixth in the 500

freestyle with a 5:58.73. 

Team Scores: 1. Topeka
Seaman, 498; 2. Campus,
390; 3. Newton, 362; 4.
Topeka Hayden, 281; 5. Trin-
ity Academy, 243; 6. Topeka,
221; 7. Emporia, 184; 8. Clas-
sical School of Wichita, 101.

200 Medley Relay: 2. New-
ton (Ryan Hirsh, Shaedon
Wedel, Ethan Torres, Joey
Perales), 1:50.73; 11. Newton
(Levi Knopp, Conner Eker-
berg, Eli Albrecht, Jerum
Phillips) 2:09.77. 200
Freestyle: 3. Shaedon Wedel,
2:04.73; 10. Jon Voth,
2:21.86; 15. Jonah Hodge,
2:35.67. 200 IM: 3. Ethan
Torres, 2:16.21; 9. Joey
Perales, 2:28.39; 12. Seth Za-
strow, 2:35.07. 50 Freestyle:
3. Ryan Hirsh, 24.44. Diving:
5. Conner Ekerberg, 146.65;
10. Tim Haaf, 120.10; 11. Eli
Albrecht, 116.45. 100 Butter-
fly: 4. Ryan Hirsh, 1:01.05; 8.

Christian Patton, 1:08.14.
100 Freestyle: 6. Joey
Perales, 55.26; 15. Jerum
Phillips, 1:05.28. 500
Freestyle: 6. Seth Zastrow,
5:58.73; 11. Levi Knopp,
6:47.75; 12. Jon Voth,
6:53.55. 200 Freestyle Relay:
10. Newton (Jerum Phillips,
Eli Albrecht, Seth Zastrow,
Cristian Patton), 1:52.89; 11.
Newton (Seth Bontrager,
Noah Massanari, Jonah
Hodge, Jon Voth), 1:56.06.
100 Backstroke: 1. Ethan
Torres, 58.22; 11. Levi
Knopp, 1:16.51; 13. James
Tyrell, 1:18.20. 100 Breast-
stroke: 3. Shaedon Wedel,
1:09.57; 5. Conner Ekerberg,
1:10.27; 14. Noah Massanari,
1:23.68. 400 Freestyle Relay:
2. Newton (Ryan Hirsh, Joey
Perales, Ethan Torres, Shae-
don Wedel), 3:38.69; 8. New-
ton (Cristian Patton, Conner
Ekerberg, Jon Voth, Seth Za-
strow), 4:14.93.

Newton High School boys swim to third in Emporia
BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

Bethel College men’s
basketball doesn’t need
much extra motivation
when rival Tabor College
comes to town. But on top
of the chance to play for
Mennonite bragging
rights, the Bluejays are
sitting at No. 1 in the
Kansas Collegiate Athletic
Conference (KCAC) and
represent the best in the
league.

A big first half for Tabor
led to a 75-61 loss for the
Threshers to wrap up the

season series, however.
Bethel’s Jacob Miller

continued his dominant
season on the boards and
had an 18-rebound, 14-
point double-double
against Tabor. Miller is
currently ranked No. 18 in
the NAIA Div. II in total
rebounds and No. 12 in of-
fensive boards. Deven
Goodwin led the team in
scoring with 20 points and
with the help of three 3-
pointers, Chase Banister
finished with 13 points.
Now three-time KCAC De-
fensive Player of the Week
Chris Robinson led the
team in assists with three

and had three blocks for
the Threshers.

Lance Carter led Tabor
with 21 points with Tullio
Parry and Julian Winton
scoring 18 points each.

In the first half, Bethel
was ready for a fight,
standing toe-to-toe with
Tabor. With about 12 min-
utes left in the half, the
Threshers took a 13-11
lead on a 3-pointer from
Chase Bannister. But the
lead was short lived. 

Tabor tied the game at
13-13 and turned it into a
15-13 lead the Bluejays
never gave up. With a run
to end the first half, Tabor

took a 36-22 lead into the
locker room.

Down but far from out,
the Threshers regrouped
and put up a fight in the
second half. With a bucket
in the paint from Good-
win, Bethel cut the lead
down to two at 43-41
Tabor. 

But Tabor put the game
out of reach with a run
late to make give the Blue-
jays a 75-57 lead with a
minute and a half left. 

Bethel now sits at 4-8 in
the KCAC, a game behind
Oklahoma Wesleyan and
Sterling for a tie for eighth
place. 

BY MIKE MENDEZ
NEWTON NOW STAFF
mike@harveycountynow.com

MIKE MENDEZ/NEWTON NOW
Jacob Miller goes up for a bucket in the first half of a 75-61 loss for
Bethel against Tabor on Jan. 16 in North Newton. Miller finished with a
double-double with 18 rebounds and 14 points.



Tax time is coming
around, and employees
should be getting their
W-2 forms by the end of
the month. 

Jan. 31 is also the new
deadline for employers
and small businesses to
file W-2 forms to the So-
cial Security Administra-
tion. 

Much gets made every
year about the difficult
nature of taxes and how
confusing our tax code is. 

Newton does, however,
have a group of volun-
teers that help people
through what can be a
taxing process. 

The program, Volun-
teer Income Tax Assis-
tance, operates out of the
Newton Public Library.

The program will oper-
ate this year Feb. 8
through April 12 on Mon-
days from 6 to 8:15 p.m.
Wednesdays 9:15 a.m. to
5 p.m., with a noon lunch
break and on Saturdays
from 9:15 a.m. to noon.

Registration is first-
come, first-served, with
sign up beginning at 9
a.m. for each assistance
day. 

Trained volunteers
offer the service for free
to people who make
$54,000 a year or less. 

Last year the group did
around 600 returns. 

The site coordinator is
Dan Eells, who works for
NPL. Eells has a variety
of duties with VITA, in-
cluding making sure the
rooms are set up, people
have everything they
need to do taxes and that
the signs are up.

Taxes are filed elec-
tronically, Eells said.

Those who have signed
up on a particular day
need to sit in the Adult
Services east table,
which is near the DVD
shelves. They also should
bring the following: copy
of last year's tax return,
photo identification
cards, Social Security or
ITN cards for each tax-
payer and dependent on
the tax return, medical

insurance information,
wage and earning state-
ments, important tax
documents, such as win-
nings from gambling, in-
terest and dividend
statements, bank routing
and account numbers,
day-care provider info
and day-care expenses,
and real-estate tax and
personal property tax
statements.

People who wish to
itemize should bring re-
ceipts, bills or statements
of medical expenses,
home mortgage interest,
taxes, miscellaneous ex-
penses and contributions. 

On the first two days of
VITA services last year,
they had quite a few cus-
tomers.

“The first two days we
did it, we helped 88 peo-
ple,” Eells said.

On the first day, they
had to turn people away
because there were so
many, Smith said, adding
there were 30 people
standing in line outside
in the cold.

“People really like to
get their taxes done,”
Eells said.

Now, things have lev-
eled off a little, Smith
added. However, during
the last week of tax sea-

son, it gets busy again.
VITA volunteers are

trained.
“In order to do taxes,

we have to take a test,”
Smith said.

If they haven't volun-
teered before with VITA,
workers are required to
go through a three-day
training session in Wi-
chita. Also offered is a re-
fresher course, which
covers things like the Af-
fordable Care Act.

VITA started as a way
to help people navigate
the confusing and ever-
changing tax system, es-
pecially the Earned
Income Credit, Smith
said. 

“We have been trained
and know the changes,
and we can help them
understand the changes,”

Smith said.
VITA at NPL gets tax-

payers from all over, in-
cluding Wichita,
although area towns,
such as Wichita, Salina,
Marion, Andover and
Hutchinson, all have
VITA sites.

Getting taxes prepared
by volunteers doesn't
take very long.

“Could be as little as
15 minutes or as long as
an hour,” Smith said.

During the process,
VITA has to make sure
they're protecting against
identity theft. Smith said
some people get upset
when she makes them go
home to get their Social
Security cards.

“It’s for their own pro-
tection,” Smith said.

Page 14      www.harveycountynow.com Newton Now     January 19, 2017NEWS

TAX CORNER

White & Claassen, LLC 
Cert i f i ed  Publ i c  Accountants  and Financ ia l  Consu l tant s  

We are an established firm committed to providing our clients with 
excellent tax and accounting advisory services.   

 We offer a variety of services, including: 
  - Tax preparation for Business & Individuals 
  - Tax Planning & Projections 
  - Financial consulting 
  - Bookkeeping 
  - Payroll services 
  - Software setup, support and training  
We are currently providing tax appointments with a local member of 

our team: 
Bruce D. Claassen, CPA 

Bruce has been a member of the Newton and Hesston community 
and our firm for over 18 years.  He looks forward to serving you. 
CALL FOR YOUR LOCAL TAX APPOINTMENT TODAY! 

(316) 265-4877  ext. 207 

 

1023 Washington Road, , KS 67114

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Tax Planning & Preparation
Electronic Filing

Financial Statements
Auditing Services
Estate Planning & 
Trust Accounting

Bookkeeping – Payroll

301 North Main, Suite 110
Newton, KS  67114-3459

www.kmcocpa.com

Patrick Charlsen

Family Owned, Locally Operated, Customer Valued

800-279-8207 / 316-804-4946
ww.charlseninsurance.com

Newton Public Library offers tax help to those in need
NEWTON NOW STAFF

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
VITA volunteer Richard Rempel, left, helps Doris Liggett of Newton with her taxes Monday, Feb. 22, 2016, at
Newton Public Library. 

Triple homicide suspects arrested Jan. 12 in Mexico
Harvey County Sheriff

Chad Gay announced the
arrests of two suspects in
connection with a triple-
homicide case last year in
rural northwest Harvey
County.

"What I do know for
sure is that we have those
folks in custody," Gay
said. "They were arrested
in Mexico, they are cur-
rently on American soil,
but they are still working
on extraditing them."

According to a KBI
press release, shortly
after 7 p.m. Thursday
evening, Jan. 12, Mexican
authorities arrested 35-
year-old Jereme Lee Nel-
son and 31-year-old
Myrta Rangel. The arrest
warrants were executed
without incident south of
the United States border.
Nelson and Rangel were
then handed over to the
U.S. Marshals Service
and returned to the U.S.

“Prior to the arrest war-

rants being issued, Nel-
son and Rangel fled
Kansas,” the release
stated. “The KBI’s investi-
gation then shifted its
focus to working with
Mexican authorities
through the U.S. Mar-
shals Service to identify
the movements and loca-
tion of the suspects within
Mexico in an effort to ap-
prehend them.”

Gay credited the hard
work of law enforcement
and investigators with

helping to
find suspects and crack
the case.

"I'm very happy we
have these folks in cus-
tody," he said.

The sheriff's office has

been investigating the
case since Oct. 30 when
they received reports of
the murders.

Officers found the bod-
ies of Richard Prouty,
Travis Street and Angela
May Graeves all dead in
a driveway from gunshot
wounds, according to

then Sheriff T. Walton.
Walton said Graeves and
Street were in a long-term
relationship and lived at
the house. Investigators
believe Prouty, of Newton,

was a friend of the other
two.

Authorities believed the
killing to be a targeted ac-
tion and drug related.

Inside the house, they
also found an 18-month-
old baby, who was alive
and unharmed.

The two suspects later
were named, and a man-
hunt for them ensued,
with authorities believing
they were working on
fleeing the country to
Mexico.
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Nelson Rangel

Newton Medical Center names Roberta Loeffler, M.D., as medical director of hospitalist program

Newton Medical Center
has named Roberta Loef-
fler, MD, FACP, FSM, as
medical director of the
hospitalist program.

In her new role, Dr. Lo-
effler will oversee the
work of the hospitalist
program, including qual-

ity improvement activi-
ties, development of pa-
tient protocols and order
sets, survey readiness,
and general staffing and
recruitment efforts.

“Dr. Loeffler has been a
part of medical leadership
in this region for some
time,” said Val Gleason,

president
and CEO
of Newton
Medical
Center. “It
is a privi-
lege to
have her
in the role
of medical

director here at Newton
Medical Center.”

A graduate from New-
ton High School, Dr. Loef-
fler holds a bachelor’s
degree from Emporia
State University and a
master’s degree from Pur-
due University. She com-
pleted her Doctorate of

Medicine from Washing-
ton University School of
Medicine and her resi-
dency at the Jewish Hos-
pital of Washington
University in St. Louis.
Dr. Loeffler is board certi-
fied in internal medicine.

Dr. Loeffler is a mem-
ber of the Society of Hos-

pital Medicine, the Ameri-
can College of Physicians,
Kansas Medical Society
and the Medical Society of
Sedgwick County. She
also serves as an assis-
tant professor at the Uni-
versity of Kansas Medical
Center’s department of in-
ternal medicine.

Loeffler
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NEWS BRIEFS

NUTS to play 
Thursday at

Carriage Factory Gallery 
The NUTS (Newton

Ukulele Tunes Society)
will play from 6 to 8 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 19, at the
Carriage Factory Art
Gallery, 128 E. Sixth St.

Third Thursday activi-
ties in Newton are in col-
laboration with Kauffman
Museum, Harvey County
Historical Museum,
Warkentin House, Grand
Central, Clayworks
Gallery and Prairie Har-
vest.

A new display of works
by Vernon Rickman will
be featured in the mezza-
nine gallery. 

"The Optimist's View,"
an exhibit with works by
Debra Clemente and Jen-
nie Becker is on display
on the first floor. More
than 50 area artists are
featured in the upstairs
gallery and gift shop. The
event is free and open to
all ages.

IRS says people should
start thinking 

about tax filing
As the start of tax filing

season approaches, the
Internal Revenue Service
is reminding taxpayers to
start thinking about who
will prepare their 2016
federal tax return. The

IRS will begin processing
tax returns on Monday,
Jan. 23. Many software
companies and tax profes-
sionals will accept and
submit tax returns before
the IRS systems open on
Jan. 23.

In 2016, more than 131
million individual and
family tax returns were e-
filed, the most accurate,
safest and easiest way to
file. The rest of the re-
turns received by the IRS,
numbering over 19 mil-
lion, were either prepared
on a computer and
printed or prepared by
hand then mailed. 

The IRS stresses that
no matter who prepares
it, by signing the return,
the taxpayer becomes

legally responsible for the
accuracy of all informa-
tion included.

Huxman, Penner
get new positions

with Bluestem
Kelly Huxman of Hes-

ston and Beth Penner of
Newton are the new as-
sociate directors of inde-
pendent living at
Bluestem Communities.
Huxman will work at
Schowalter Villa in Hes-
ston, while Penner will
office at Kidron Bethel
Village in North Newton.

Huxman and Penner
will assist prospective in-
dependent living resi-
dents with finding a

home at Schowalter Villa
or Kidron Bethel Village,
and also will direct resi-
dent services and transi-
tions. 

Penner was previously
the director of life enrich-
ment for 11 years at
Kidron Bethel Village,
while Huxman is new to
the organization. 

Both women are look-
ing forward to connecting
with future and current
residents as they settle
into their new positions,
according to a news re-
lease.

“I am passionate about
building relationships
and seeing people suc-
cessful and happy. This
new role will give me the
perfect opportunity to

pursue these passions as
I form relationships with
residents of Schowalter
Villa,” Huxman said.

The hiring of Penner
and Huxman follows the
retirement of Marilyn
King from Kidron Bethel
and Brenda Schmidt
from the Villa, as both
served the communities
for 16 years.

—For Newton Now
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