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Vision Cards Accepted

101 S. Meridian, Newton 
(1 mile off US 50 West) 

316-283-4374 
Mon-Sat. 8am-7pm

MERIDIAN GROCERY

3406 Red Rock Road
Yoder

620-466-5119

YODER DISCOUNT
GROCERY

We are Newton’s ONLY Family Owned 
“Dent and Bent” Grocery Store

Newton's best
kept West

side secret.

Fresh Products too! 
• Wiebe Cheese

Farm Fresh Unruh Eggs   
• Bakery Selection   

• Old Fashioned German
Sausage  • And More!

A unique one of a kind shopping experience!

www.harveycountynow.com   -   Newton, KS

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Co-owner of the Newton Skate Center Chris Rangel holds a couple of skates at the center. 

Executive orders and serial burglars mean good
business for Bart Kellum, who owns Patriot Pawn
and Firearms, 819 N. Main St.

On Tuesday, Jan. 5, President Barack Obama is-
sued an executive order tightening what’s referred
to as the “Gun Show Loop Hole.”

“On my gun shelf, since the executive order,
handguns have been non-existent,” Kellum said of
the difficulty of keeping weapons stocked at his
store. Kellum had a handful of pistols in his shop
Thursday, Jan. 7, but usually his display case is
packed, he said. “The people worried are not truly
afraid that they’ll lose their ability to buy
firearms,” he said of buyers. “They just don’t want
it to be harder.”

While federal law requires commercial firearms
sellers to have a federal license to sell firearms,
the executive order regulates sales of guns be-
tween private individuals. The executive order
would require sellers to either have a federal li-
cense to sell a gun or go through a federally li-
censed dealer to conduct the exchange and
background checks. The order wouldn’t regulate
the transfer of firearms between family members
or their sale at estate sales, however.

“Basically if you are selling guns for a profit or
as a business, you have to have a license,” Kellum
said.

Kellum added the license requirement doesn’t
sit well with many gun enthusiasts as having a

Guns flying
out of store
� Executive order, serial burglar has caused sales
to go through the roof on firearms at local retailer. 

� Register of deeds questions state asking for
$300,000 in liens from Harvey County residents.  

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Two tons of cookies. Yes, in 2014,
Prairie Harvest sold two tons of
peppernuts. That's 4,000
pounds.

The year before that,
the treats didn't quite
reach that number,
with 3,000 pounds sold.

However, 2015
topped both of those totals
with 4,771 pounds made in
370 batches. Of that amount, 78
percent were of the traditional
anise flavor variety. And here's an-
other number—that 4,771 pounds

comprises about 3.5 million pepper-
nuts. Each peppernut has about 2.2
calories, so that's more than 7 mil-
lion calories sold this holiday sea-
son.

The local store sells the crunchy,
round and spicy morsels year

round, but the busy time for
sales is around Christmas, as

they're traditional holiday
German Mennonite cook-
ies.
Behind all the peppernut

baking, wholesaling and re-
tailing is Marti Nellans,

wholesale manager who over-
sees the peppernuts. Store owners
are Aaron Gaeddert and family.

Round and round

Children, tweens, teens
and adults rolled around
on the light blue floor in

a counter-clockwise direction,
much like NASCAR races, on
Friday night at the Newton
Skate Center.

It appeared kids had more
skill than some of the adults,
as one man skated with arms
flailing while a woman slowly
floated across the rink with
fear in her eyes.

Unlike NASCAR, however,
there was a great deal of so-
cializing on the “track,” as well
as tunes playing from variety
of genres, including everything
from twangy country to
Queen's “We Will Rock You” to
rap, setting the backdrop for
exercise while lights flashed
and the requisite skate center
disco ball created a fun mood.

Those attending seemed to
enjoy themselves.

“Yeah, it's really fun,” said
Isaac Guy, who appeared to be
a tween wearing rollerblades.
“You play games and skate re-
ally fast and race.”

The skate center had been
open for a number of years
and sat in disrepair for a time,
although current owner Chris
Rangel wasn't sure for how
long, as he wasn't sure about

Skate center safe place for kids to socialize

Standing in the middle of the skating rink floor, Ciara Guy, left, and Desyra Tigne mess
around following a dance session. 

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See GUNS / 8

Editor’s Note: This report was made available
through a news sharing program with the Hesston
Record. Newton Now Managing Editor Adam
Strunk contributed a small amount of reporting to
the report and is responsible for some reformats to
the story. If you are interested in subscribing to the
Record or for more information, contact (620) 327-
4831.

The State of Kansas says it's overpaid upwards
of $300,000 to Harvey County residents in unem-
ployment payments. 

And it wants it back. 
Harvey County Register of Deeds Margaret

Hermstein said the state has sent at least 56 liens
in 2015 on property of Harvey County residents.
The liens are an attempt by the state to collect
overpayment in unemployment insurance benefits. 

The liens originate from a 2013 law aimed at re-
claiming fraudulent unemployment claims. 

Hermstein said residents who have a lien issued

Unemployment liens
under examination

BY JACKIE NELSON
THE HESSTON RECORD

See LIENS / 8

“Yeah, it's really fun. You play games and skate really fast and
race.”

- Isaac Guy

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Marti Nellans, wholesale manager at Prairie Harvest in Newton, right, talks
to Addie Ehresman, another employee, while Ehresman puts labels on pep-
pernut bags.

Nellans in charge of peppernuts
BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

See OFFBEAT / 12

Newton crowns homecoming
king & queen - Page 10

How to prevent
chimney fires

Page 13

See SKATE / 8



Ihave a bad habit of for-
getting how long it ac-
tually takes me to

bake.
I’ll often get it into my

head that I can completely
finish an entire batch of
cookies in a mere 45 min-
utes and also get ready to
go to whatever get-to-
gether Joey and I are
slated to go to.

While this frequently
makes us late, I’ve discov-
ered that you’re very easy
to forgive when you show
up with warm cookies, so
it hasn’t ruined any
friendships yet.

This past weekend, I
was smart enough to rec-
ognize that the cookie
recipe I was interested in
was just not going to hap-
pen before we left to
watch the Chiefs game
with friends, so I went to
my stash of “recipes I
want to try” to see what I
could accomplish quickly
and easily.

And, boy, did I stumble
on the perfect, quick and
easy game-time snack!

This was inspired by a
blog called “Tip Hero,”
which also posts a lot of
really delicious recipe

videos to Facebook
(there’s nothing like drool-
ing while you’re looking
through social media).
You can find the original
at http://tiphero.com/easy-
smores-dip/. I changed it
up a bit to suit the ingre-
dients I already had avail-
able in my pantry.

Easy S’mores Dip
Ingredients
12 ounces semi-sweet

chocolate chips
1/2 cup creamy peanut

butter
about 16 to 20 large

marshmallows

graham crackers (for
dipping)

Directions
Preheat the oven to 450

degrees.
Choose your favorite

oven-safe pan. I used one
that was about 6x8-
inches. An 8x8 square
would work great, and the
original recipe used a cast
iron skillet.

Pour the chocolate chips
into the pan.

Add the peanut butter
(feel free to add more if
you like) to the chocolate
chips, and stir with a
spatula to combine. 

Spread the mixture
back out evenly on the
bottom of the pan.

Top the pan with as
many marshmallows as
you need to cover the en-
tire surface area of the
pan.

Bake for 6 to 8 minutes
or until the marshmallows
are toasted to your liking.

Serve with graham
crackers for dipping.

If this hardens up (I’ll
be impressed if you can
make it last long enough
for that to happen), it’s
easy to pop this in the mi-
crowave if you use a glass
pan, and it will melt right
back to an awesome,
gooey consistency.

Most of my s’mores dip
was gone before halftime
at our get-together. It was

a huge hit and highly ad-
dictive. I’m fairly certain
I’m not trustworthy being
left alone in my own home
with these four ingredi-
ents on hand. It was way
too easy.

I’ll probably still bring
cookies to get-togethers,
but with this recipe in my
back pocket, hopefully I
can receive a hero’s wel-
come and be punctual at
the same time.

Lindsey Young is the 
co-owner of Kansas 

Publishing Ventures
which publishes Newton

Now. She is a proud
Bethel grad. You can 

contact her at 
lindsey@clarionpaper.com
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Buy One Item At The Lowest Marked 
Price And Get A Second Item Of Equal 

 Or Lesser Value At 60% OFF!

 STOREWIDE! STOREWIDE! STOREWIDE!
Furniture attre R

HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTION!
*DOES NOT INCLUDE DISCONTINUED, 
CLOSE OUT ITEMS OR PREVIOS SALES*

We will be closed January 25, 26, 27 & 28. 

We are looking 
for a person 
to deliver magazines 
on a quarterly basis. 
Must be professional, 
able to follow instructions 
and have an eye detail.

To apply call Bruce @ (316)617-1095

EARN EXTRA MONEY IN 2016!!!!EARN EXTRA MOONEY IN 2016!!!!

To apply call Bruce @

and have an eye de
able to follow ins
Must be profession
on a quarterly bas
to deliver magazin
for a person 
We are looking 

Serial burglar strikes again by stealing purse

LINDSEY YOUNG/NEWTON NOW
S’mores dip is an ooey-gooey treat that is best enjoyed with graham crackers.

This dip will leave you wanting s’more

The serial burglar has
struck again. This time
he got away with a purse.

The burglary, according
to the Newton Police De-
partment, took place
sometime in the evening
on Wednesday, Jan, 6, or
early in the morning
Thursday, Jan.7 in the
1000 block of Country
Lane on the Northwest
side of town. Again, he
got in through an open
garage door that led to an

unlocked inside door.
“It was the same

thing,” Newton Police Lt.
Scott Powell said.
“They’ve been watching
the news and reading the
papers. They’ve been
locking the house. They
just forgot one night. The
door to the house was un-
locked, and her purse was
right there.”

Powell said they dusted
the area for prints, and
processed the scene, but
it’s possible any finger-
prints could be from the
homeowners.

Other residents re-
ported on social media

about having doorknobs
jiggled and doors knocked
on.

While the police depart-
ment said it received no
reports in the cases, one
woman reported to New-
ton Now that at 12:30
a.m., she awoke to a
knocking on her door.

She had all the doors
locked, as well as porch
lights on. She and her
boyfriend grabbed their
firearms but could see no
one after the knocking.
Their home also is on the
northwest side of Newton,
she said.

The recent occurrences

happened after two weeks
of silence for the serial
burglar following having
a gun pulled on him and
getting punched in the
face by a homeowner who
caught him in the act.

The homeowner de-
scribed the burglar as a
man in his 60s with a
scraggly beard and long
gray greasy hair. He es-
caped that night into a
boxy early 2000s model
car full of food wrappers
and trash.

Brian Hall of the New-
ton Police Department
said the quiet period fits
within the burglar's pat-

tern.
“When he’s confronted,

that pattern is inter-
rupted, and it develops
again,” Hall said. “Every
contact that happens, and
we’re back to square one.”

The serial burglar has
been stalking Newton
since at least October
now, credited with up-
wards of a dozen inva-
sions as well as a
plethora of calls that
could be him, doorknobs
being jiggled, prowler
calls, etc., Powell said.

His timeframe is wide
and varies, which Powell
said makes him more dif-

ficult to track down. Some
crimes occurred as late as
9 p.m., while others at 5
a.m.

“He is out all night,”
Powell said. “That alone
is an eight-hour window.”

Powell stressed to all
those worried that the
burglar has yet to force
an entry.

“He hasn’t kicked in a
door, taken it off the
frame,” Powell said.
“Most have had open
garage doors and door-to-
house unlocked. Moral of
the story is make him go
somewhere else and have
the door locked.”

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Meridian Center wins first weight-loss challenge

The first few weeks of our weigh- loss
challenge are in the books. 

Team Meridian Center lost 1.74 per-
cent of its total body weight or 17.5
pounds. 

Team Newton Now lost 19 pounds or
1.61 percent of its body weight. 

Michael Lunsford, general manager of

the Meridian Center, said he was above
commenting on the victory as he deliv-
ered a set of pecan bars to the Newton
Now office while gloating. 

Publisher Joey Young attributed the
loss to a Chiefs’ playoff victory celebra-
tion as well as a deluge of chicken wings. 

“The Chiefs won their first playoff
game in 22 years,” he said. “I'm going to
eat some chicken wings.”

NEWTON NOW STAFF

Bethel continues to offer classes for community audit

NORTH NEWTON—
Bethel College continues
its offering of classes for
audit to the community
for the spring 2016 se-
mester. Community par-
ticipants pay $50 per
credit hour to audit, com-
pared to the normal rate

of $85 per hour. Senior
citizens (age 62 and
older) may attend any
course at a flat rate of
$30.

The Bethel spring 2016
course schedule can be
found at
bethelks.edu/_userfiles/1/
files/course-schedule.pdf.
(Scroll to page 8; look for

courses designated “S”
for spring.)

Once potential auditors
find a class that interests
them, they should call
Associate Registrar
Tammy Shirley at 316-
284-5285 to find out
whether there is space
open in that course and
proceed with enrollment.

FOR NEWTON NOW
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NEW YEAR�S    
       SAVINGS!

We service all brands, 
commercial and residential

$10 OFF
CALL US TODAY AND TAKE

YOUR NEXT SERVICE CALL
offer expires 01/31/16

316-215-2445
ReimerServices.com

Proudly Serving You 
for Over 45 Years!
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1515 EAST BROADWAY • NEWTON 
SALES: (877) 849-4613 • SERVICE: (877) 850-1567 • PARTS: (877) 850-6082

2008 Buick
LaCrosse 4d
Sedan CXL,
Stk #195890,
92,142 miles, silver, $9,999

2011 Chevrolet Malibu 4d
Sedan LT1, Stk #180826,
69,739 miles, grey, $9,999

2007 Honda Odyssey 5d
Wagon EX-L w/RES, Stk
#423973, 110,814 miles, silver,
$9,999

2008 Honda Accord Sedan
4d Sedan EX-L Auto, Stk
#17013, 130,211 miles, ma-
roon, $9,778

2009 Chrysler Town &
Country 4d Wagon Touring,
Stk #654333, 96,121 miles, sil-
ver, $8,999

2010 Dodge Journey FWD
4d Wagon SXT, Stk #147943,
97,553 miles, silver, $8,999

2012 Dodge Grand Caravan
4d Wagon SE, Stk #216205,
139,111 miles, silver, $8,900

2012
Dodge
Avenger 4d
Sedan SE,
Stk #287519,
117,483 miles, silver, $8,888

2011 Ford Focus 4d Sedan S,
Stk #184056, 89,165 miles,
gray, $8,888

2005 Dodge Ram 1500 4WD
Quad Cab SLT Longbed, Stk
#197375, 151,402 miles, silver,
$8,499

2005 Chevrolet Tahoe 2WD
4d Wagon LT, Stk #172396,
141,020 mi., maroon, $7,999

2011 Ford Fiesta 5d Hatch-
back SE, Stk #114132, 73,779
miles, blue, $7,999

2010 Ford Fusion 4d Sedan
SEL (V6), Stk #288480,
124,009 miles, grey, $7,799

2007 Mazda CX-7 4d Wagon
Grand Touring 2WD, Stk
#135573, 136,048 miles, blue,
$7,788

2006 Toyota Sienna 4d
Wagon LE 7-Passenger, Stk
#474629, 175,966 miles, silver,
$5,999

2006 Volkswagen Beetle 2d
Convertible
Auto, Stk
#316089,
103,947
miles, lt blue, $5,888

2002 Toyota Camry 4d
Sedan LE (V6), Stk #11482,
133,991 miles, silver, $5,599

2001 Dodge Grand Caravan
4d Wagon Sport, Stk #289810,
129,107 miles, red, $5,499

1997 Ford F150 4WD Super-
cab XLT Longbed, Stk
#A60889, 166,644 miles, ma-
roon, $5,499

2007 Hyundai Elantra 4d
Sedan GLS Auto, Stk
#199987, 118,465 miles,
gold/tan, $5,499

2002 Ford Ranger 2WD Su-
percab XLT 2dr, Stk #B36793,
158,082 miles, harvest gold,
$5,186

2003 Buick Century 4d
Sedan Custom, Stk #278357,
119,045 miles, white, $4,999

2005 Chrysler Town &
Country 4d Wagon Touring,
Stk #356490, 133,096 miles,
Gold, $4,999

2000 Pontiac Grand Prix 4d
Sedan GT, Stk #242166,
133,460 miles, red, $4,999

2005 Ford Taurus 4d Sedan
SE, Stk
#109503,
178,829 mi.,
silver,
$4,900

2003 Honda Accord Sedan
4d Sedan LX AT, Stk #53687,
174,057 miles, blue, $4,599

2001 Lincoln LS 4d Sedan
(V6) Auto, Stk #705671,
115,507 miles, $4,100

2000 Chevrolet S10 Pickup
2WD Ext
Cab, Stk
#234152,
165,438
miles, blue, $3,888

2006 Dodge Grand Caravan
4d Wagon SE, Stk #716079,
129,803 miles, $3,799

1993 GMC Suburban 2WD
1500 Wagon, Stk #720277,
215,607 miles, $3,499

2005 Dodge Grand Caravan
4d Wagon SXT, Stk #544713,
173,555 miles, black, $3,299

1995 Chevrolet K1500
Pickup 4WD Ext Cab Silver-
ado, Stk #111111, 202,000
miles, $2,999

*With as little as
$500 down.

*

800-736-4951
Hesston, Kansas
www.kropflumber.com

Kropf 
Lumber�s 

knowledgeable 
sales staff can help 

you with your 
projects for 

2016!
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Toxicology results arrive for mutilated bull

The toxicology results
have come in for the bull
found mutilated Dec. 19
just east of Newton.

The Harvey County
Sheriff’s Office had hoped
the results would give
some direction or infor-
mation in the case, in-
volving a white Charolais
bull found dead in the
middle of a field off of
South Hillside with it’s
reproductive organs sliced
off.

“We got the toxicology
back from the bull, and
they found nothing,”
Sheriff T. Walton said.

“They tested for 20,000
different compounds and
found nothing.”

Walton said the sam-
ples were sent to Iowa
State University, which
also plans to conduct
other tests as well. Wal-
ton said results on tissue
samples, which could tell
authorities if a surgical
laser was used to remove
organs, are still pending.

Walton said the work-
ing theory now is that the
cow was dead before the
parts were removed. If
the cow’s heart was not
beating it would explain
the lack of blood found at
the crime scene. Walton
still believes a person re-
moved the animals parts,
not a scavenger, like a fox

or coyote.
Walton also believes

the crime was not one of
opportunity as the posi-
tion of the cow was far
away from the road in a
relatively inaccessible
area. Basically a person
didn’t just happen on a
dead cow.

“They would have had
to case the place,” Walton
said.

But without any chemi-
cals found in the cow, it’s
difficult to understand
how the cow died as it
had been healthy, and the
autopsy found no official
cause of death.

As of now, Walton has
no guesses to who perpe-
trated the crime, nor the-
ories on why it was done

or how the cow died.
Toxicology results have

not been released for a
similar case of a dead
pregnant cow found muti-
lated Jan. 1 in McPherson
County. The cow was
found in a secluded area
with its eye removed.

Until more results come
in or another case hap-
pens, all that remains to
be done is wait.

Walton said he’s heard
concerns from area ranch-
ers, and he takes such
crimes very seriously.

Walton added that
should another one of
these mutilations occur in
Harvey County, there will
be a full crime scene in-
vestigation as well as a
necropsy conducted.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

Accident claims
Gina Wertz’s life

Gina M. Wertz, 31, of
Milford was killed dur-
ing a Tuesday, Jan. 5,
two-vehicle accident on
U.S. Highway 77 just
east of Milford.

She is the daughter of
Phillip and Debby
Wertz of Newton, said
Deb Kasper, founder
and administrator of
Harvey Co. Online Auc-
tion, a group to which
Debby Wertz belongs.
Wertz is a 2002 gradu-
ate of Newton High
School.

Wertz was driving a
2002 Chevrolet Impala
eastbound on 12th
Street, while the driver
of the other vehicle,
Cory Pettit, 39, of Clay
Center drove a 2003
Toyota Tacoma south-
bound on U.S. 77, ac-
cording to the Kansas
Highway Patrol web-
site.

Wertz failed to yield
the right of way at a
stop sign, and Pettit's
vehicle hit Wertz's on
the driver's side, the re-
port stated.

Wertz was not wear-
ing a seatbelt, while
Pettit was.

The accident hap-
pened at 10:06 a.m.

Pettit was trans-
ported to Geary County
Hospital.

Harvey Co. Online
Auction is raising
money for the family to
use however they see
fit. They already raised
$113.75 as of 7:15 p.m.

on Thursday, Jan. 7.
“We are doing benefit

auctions with donated
items and accepting
cash and money cards,”
Kasper said. “[…] The
auctions are being done
by five administrators
on our site. Some indi-
viduals are posting auc-
tions and donating the
proceeds. Others are
dropping off items to be
auctioned, or I can pick
them up through Jan.
31. The benefit auctions
will continue until all
donated items are sold.”

As of 7:18 p.m. Thurs-
day, there were 34 auc-
tions running on HCOA,
which is on Facebook.
People are welcome to
private message Kasper
on Facebook to donate
items or cash and
money cards.

The group is hoping
to raise at least $1,000
for the family.

“We put our heads to-
gether to come up with
the best way to help,
considering Christmas
has just passed and peo-
ple are broke,” Kasper
said. “This way, they
get something for their
efforts and can make a
big difference. When a
young person dies sud-
denly, often there are
no life insurance poli-
cies, and it is such a
huge drain on an al-
ready grieving family.”

Memorial services
were on Saturday, Jan.
9, at the Salem United
Methodist Church in
Newton.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Newton.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Newton Fire/EMS tackles chimney fire

Newton Fire/EMS responded to
a chimney fire on the 300 block of
West Broadway.

Around 7:30 p.m., Thursday,
Jan. 8, homeowner Ronda Baker
said she had a fire lit in the fire-
place.

Baker noticed nothing out of the
ordinary until she heard a loud
knock.

“Someone was knocking on my
door saying my chimney is on fire,”
she said.

Baker did not open the door, in
part because of safety concerns
with the serial burglar on the
loose, so instead, she ran out the
back door with her dog.

Her chimney was shooting out
flames and embers, and the fire
department arrived and extin-
guished it.

Baker said she didn’t think
there was much damage to the
two-story house, outside of some
smoke damage in the attic, and

she was grateful the damage
wasn’t more severe.

She said the historical home has

had two different fires in its past,
although none while she lived
there.

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Firefighters work to extinguish chimney fire in the 300 block of West Broadway.
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316-283-3811

Buy 3 Buffets @ Regular Price 
and get the 4th Buffet FREE! 

Of equal or lesser value. Adult and 
senior citizens on Fri & Sat Evening 

and Sun Lunch w/ coupon.
1 coupon per customer per visit. 

Not valid w/ other coupons or specials .
Expires 1/31/16

FREE BUFFET

www.newtonbreadbasket.com

316-283-3811

Buy 1 Buffet @ Regular Price 
and get the 2nd Buffet 1/2 OFF! 

Of equal or lesser value. Adult and 
senior citizens on Fri & Sat Evening 

and Sun Lunch w/ coupon.
1 coupon per customer per visit. 

Not valid w/ other coupons or specials .
Expires 1/31/16

1/2 PRICE BUFFET

www.newtonbreadbasket.com info@faithandlifebookstore.com

May not be combined with any other offer.

any one devotional 
or journal 

25% OFF
Exp. 1/31/16 

Broadway Colonial Funeral Home
and Monuments

Michael L. Hylton
Licensed Funeral Director

Monument Specialist
Pre-need counselor

Jackie S. Anderson
Licensed Funeral Director

Monument Specialist
Pre-need counselor

120 East Broadway    
Newton KS 67114

   Phone 316-283-4343
Fax 316-283-5460

broadwaycolonialfh.com

The

difference
is in the etails

d u

dway   
S 67114

   Phone
Fax 3161912

614 N. Main, Newton
316-283-0021

Mark Boston Agency

EYE OPENER AT BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

Chisholm principal talks about Coffee @ the Curb, other matters

The first time Chisholm
Middle School did Coffee
@ the Curb, parents
weren't too sure what was
going on.

That's what CMS prin-
cipal Bobbi Jo Greib told
the USD 373 Board of Ed-
ucation Monday night
during the group's regular
meeting at McKinley Edu-
cation Center in Newton.

“October was the first
time we did it,” Greib
said, adding parents
weren't sure about rolling
down their windows. They
were given coffee when
dropping off their children
at school.

Then in December when
they did it again, Greib
said parents had their
windows rolled down,
their hands out the win-
dow and were saying,
“Sure.” According to the
school's Facebook page,
people dropping off stu-
dents also were given
candy canes.

“Teachers and students
met parents at their cars
with coffee and a candy
cane,” a photo caption for
a Coffee @ the Curb photo
on the school's website.

Greib gave an update to
school board members on
what's going on at CMS.

She said the school has a
Building Leadership
Team made up of 14 peo-
ple, including teachers,
support staff, counselor
and administration. This
team is divided into four
branches, including the
Curriculum Committee,
Family Engagement Com-
mittee, PRIDE Committee
and Collaboration Com-
mittee.

“This is how we'll con-
nect to parents,” Greib
said about the Family En-
gagement Committee.

“Commits itself to creat-
ing a culture that builds
mutual respect between
all stakeholders, strength-
ens relationships between
parents, community and
school, and maintains
open communication at all
times utilizing a variety of
media,” Greib had in her
PowerPoint presentation.

Ways to accomplish this
goal include increasing
parent attendance at open
houses and parent/teacher
conferences in the fall and
spring and athletic and
music events.

Proposed activities to
help establish relation-
ships with parents include
Family Fun Nights, Wax
Museum, technology
training for parents and
food baskets during the
holidays.

The PRIDE Committee
gives awards to students

for upholding values.
PRIDE stands for Posi-
tive, Respectful, Integrity,
Demonstrate Responsibil-
ity and Excellence. These
awards get kids into
dances for free, which
seems to be a big hit,
Greib said. 

In addition, the school
has a friend group for
boys “because we seem to
have boys who don't have
friends,” Greib told the
board. 

There's also the Pride
Squad, Backpack pro-
gram, Railer Power Hour
and Girls on the Run,
which is a self-esteem
club for girls where they
work up to running a 5K.

The Collaboration Com-
mittee commits itself to
increasing opportunities
for staff to build cama-
raderie and trust in order
to effectively collaborate
and, in turn, increase stu-
dent achievement. Ways
to do accomplish this goal,
socially, are to have op-
portunities to build cama-
raderie through staff
parties and providing help
during personal difficult
times. Professionally, this
can be accomplished with
learning walks and pro-
fessional development
provided by their own
staff.

In other business, the
board:

*Approved the consent

agenda, which included
minutes from the Dec. 14
board meeting, bills, trea-
surer's report, personnel
report, hearing officer's
report, and approving the
amending district mileage
reimbursement rate for
2015-16. The resigna-
tions/terminations include
those of a custodian at
Santa Fe, Ralph Hayes,
effective Dec. 16, 2015;
Arthur Whillock, principal
at Northridge, effective
July 31; and Sue Gering,
kindergarten teacher at
Northridge, effective June
1.

*Approved 7-0 the audit
report by Knudsen Mon-
roe & Co. This is the audit
report for the district's fi-
nancial records for fiscal
year July 1, 2014, through
June 30, 2015.

*Approved 7-0 the New-
ton High School 2016-17
course handbook.

*Approved capital out-
lay recommendations for
2016-17, voting 6-1, with
Renee Erickson voting
against. The bulk of the
expenditures are in the
areas of maintenance and
technology expenditures,
said Russell Miller, assis-
tant superintendent for
human and fiscal services
with the Newton school
district. Balance as of
July 1, 2015, was
$1,267,178. Total re-
sources available were

$3,072,069 with expected
expenditures at
$1,880,000. The expected
balance at the end of the
year is $1,192,000.

“Each year, building
principals and other su-
pervisory/administrative
staff are asked to submit
requests for capital outlay
projects,” according to
printed information given
to the board. “This process
was completed by late No-
vember, and a prelimi-
nary list of requests was
shared with the board in
December.”

*Heard a technology in-
tegration update from
Rachel McClaran.

*Gave comments. Steve
Richards said he's im-
pressed with the layers
rich for learning RaileRo-
botics provides and sug-
gested to other board
members they drop by
Brooks Learning Center
to observe their progress.
Barbara Bunting said she
attended the Fine Arts
Booster Club meeting and
added she attended the
district's health and well-
ness committee meeting.
One goal of that group is
to take a look at recess
time in the district and
that research has shown
how important recess is
for kids who need a break
in their learning. Erickson
said, about the personnel
report, she misses the

chance to acknowledge
those who are retiring.

“I at least miss that
chance to give them a
shout out at the board
meeting,” she said.

Carol Sue Stayrook
Hobbs said she met with a
member of the Newton
Recreation Commission
board, and Dick Koontz
said he wanted updates
with health insurance on
how they're doing this
year. He also asked about
a mobile unit at the Wal-
ton Rural Life School and
how long the district will
continue to use it. Super-
intendent Deborah Hamm
said 10 years is the lifes-
pan of the building, and
“we're on year two.”

*Was honored with cer-
tificates for serving on the
board. Hamm went
around the board table
and presented certificates
to each individual board
member. Other board
members not previously
mentioned are Matt
Treaster and Tim Hodge.

“Your job as an elected
official, you get no pay”
and do duties on your own
time, Hamm told the
board. “We want to take
this time this evening to
thank you for all your
work and all that you do.”

Etc.
• The meeting lasted

about 2 and a half hours.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

New chicken ordinance approved, bees the new buzz with commission

The great chicken de-
bate is settled. 

The Newton City Com-
mission unanimously ap-
proved a new chicken
ordinance at its meeting
Tuesday night. 

The ordinance removed
previous language in city
chicken regulations re-
quiring chicken keepers
to get permission from
neighbors before obtain-
ing a chicken permit. 

With the new ordinance
in effect, people will have
to pay a $20, one-time
chicken permit but need
no neighbor permission. 

To obtain the permit,
they will provide their

phone number, address,
name, number of chickens
they want to keep on the
property and confirm that
they have a chicken coop
for the chickens to be
housed in. 

With the permit, they
can keep up to 12 female
chickens. 

The coop must have at
least six square feet, with
three additional feet per
extra chicken housed, ac-
cording to the language of
the new ordinance. 

Chickens will only be
allowed out of the coop
with the presence of a re-
sponsible individual over
18 years of age. Permits
will be renewed on a
yearly basis.

With the chicken issue
settled, the new buzz at
the city commission was

bees. 
Bill Williams attended

the commission meeting,
asking for the city to
change its bee ordi-
nances. 

“Right now it doesn't
permit the harboring of
bees in Newton from
March through Novem-
ber. 

To be moving honey
bees is not an easy test,"
Williams said. "That's
when you have a good
chance of aggravating
them. A hive can weigh
200 pounds. During these
months, the bees aren't
doing anything; they're
staying home trying to
keep warm and eating up
their stores."

Mayor Glen Davis, who
encounters bees as an ex-
terminator, then gave his

thoughts on
honey bees
in the city. 

"Bees are
going to be
on the en-
dangered
species
list," Davis
said. "It

may not be this year, but
I bet in five years they
are going to. We're having
problems with bees and
diseases. If the bees die
off, we'll die off. You can
stand in the middle of
those bees. They're not
going to sting you unless
you swat at them. I don't
have a problem with the
bees. Especially if they
are dying off."

Commissioner Kathy
Valentine suggested that
staff should look into how

it would change the city's
bee regulations and asked
for patience.

In non-animal-related
news:

*Vogts Parga Construc-
tion was awarded a
$69,802 bid to reconstruct
a culvert at Fourth and
Boyd Streets. Vogts
Parga was the lowest of
three bidders. 

*The city passed an or-
dinance making the city
attorney directly respon-
sible to the city commis-
sion instead of the city
manager. The city com-
mission will now have the
power to appoint a city
attorney. This ordinance
repeals a previous ordi-
nance change made in re-
cent years that made the
city attorney responsible

to the city manager.
*The city approved re-

linquishing an alley to
the Newton Health Care
Corporation following a
public hearing. The group
bought four lots along
12th Street and hoped to
gain the alley since it was
no longer being used and
nearby property owners
did not protest. 

*The open meeting
lasted a little over an
hour. All commission
members were present. 

*The commission had a
45-minute executive ses-
sion to discuss a number
of topics, including pre-
liminary maters involving
the  acquisition of real es-
tate, matters related to
attorney-client privilege
and matters dealing with
economic development.

NORTH NEWTON—
The meeting was short,
and so was the council. 

The meeting featured
three voting councilors:
Gregg Dick, Jane Schmidt
and Ron Ratzlaff, as well
as Mayor Ron Braun.

Jim Goering was in
China. No reason for Paul
Harder's absence was
given. 

The council present did
approve buying a pickup
from Midway Motors for
27,209 for a 2016 GMC
pickup truck to replace an

outdated 1996 Ford F-150
with 123,000 miles on it. 

The Ford will be auc-
tioned on
purplewave.com. The
truck will be used by the
maintenance department
alongside a 2006 Chevy
Silverado the city already
owns.

In other news, the coun-
cil approved a charter or-
dinance allowing it to
change court fees. 

The council wishes to
eventually raise the city's
court fees to bring them in
line with surrounding
cities. The state sets court
fees, however.

What the charter ordi-
nance would do is exempt

the city from the states
set fees. The charter ordi-
nance will have to be pub-
lished in a legal paper
twice, allow for a petition
period and then go into ef-
fect 61 days after the final
publication of the notice. 

Then the council will be
able to change its court
fees if it chooses to do so. 

The city paid its final
sewage bill to the City of
Newton with the comple-
tion of its sewage project. 

The bill was for
$48,000. The city will no
pay $16,000 a month to
Hesston to dispose of its
sewage.

The city approved pay-
ing its monthly bills for

$328,425. A majority of
the bill would go toward
paying for the sewage sys-
tem at $181,000.

Etc.
*The city approved ex-

empting itself from gener-
ally accepted accounting
principals or GAAP. This
is standard procedure for
many municipalities and
repeated on a yearly
basis.

*The city received a
$5,000 donation from an
unnamed resident for a
new police bicycle and for
removal of moss from a
North Newton Pond. 

*The meeting lasted 47
minutes. 

North Newton buys pickup at short council meeting
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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Funeral HHome

215 NNorth MMain � Newton, KKS � 316-283-2525 petersenfamilyfuneralhome.com

500 N. Main, Ste 101 
316-283-2560

www.newtonyp.com

Thursday, Jan. 14
7:30 a.m.—Newton City Commission agenda preview

at Newton City Hall
4 p.m.—Newton boys swimming invitational at New-

ton High School
6 p.m.—Teen GameZone & Crafts at Newton Public

Library. Make button frames, play games and don’t for-
get library card to use laptops.

6 p.m.—Bethel College women’s basketball vs.
Friends at Thresher Gym

6:30 p.m.—Sixth Grade Vocal Music Concert at Santa
Fe 5/6 Center

7:30 p.m.—Movie/ Float night at Newton Activity
Center

8 p.m.—Bethel men’s basketball vs. Friends at
Thresher Gym

Friday, Jan. 15
No school for USD 373.
9 a.m.—Newton wrestling Tournament of Champions

at Newton High School.

Saturday, Jan. 16
9 a.m.—Newton wrestling Tournament of Champions

at Newton High School.
10 a.m.—Teen Writing Club at Newton Public Library

– Aspiring teen authors gather to read, listen to, and
critique each other’s work.

3 p.m.—Bethel vs. Oklahoma Wesleyan women’s bas-
ketball at Thresher Gym.

5 p.m.—Bethel vs. Oklahoma Wesleyan men’s basket-
ball at Thresher Gym.

Monday, Jan. 18
North Newton and Newton City Hall closed for Mar-

tin Luther King Jr. Day.
Harvey County Courthouse closed for Martin Luther

King Jr. Day.
No school for USD 373.
No school for St. Mary School.
Newton Recreation Commission communitywide

garage sale deadline.
4 p.m.—Aviation Commission Meeting at Newton

City/County Airport

Tuesday, Jan. 19
9 a.m.—Board of Harvey County Commissioners

meeting at the Harvey County Courthouse.

Wednesday, Jan. 20
6 p.m.—Bethel at McPherson College women’s basket-

ball
8 p.m.—Bethel at McPherson College men’s basket-

ball

Thursday, Jan. 21
7 p.m.—Third Thursday Book Discussion – Read and

discuss “Call the Midwife” by Jennifer Worth. Contact
the library for a copy.

Do you have an event you'd like listed in the
Community Calendar? If so, contact Clint Harden
at 316-281-7899 or clint@harveycountynow.com.

Jan. 11
Arrests:
Quentin D. Bonham, 30,

Wichita / Warrant, Reno
County  

Jan. 10
Arrests:
Joseph L. Smith, 55,

Newton / Poss Drugs, No
Tax Stamp, 300 Blk N
Elm 

Douglas R. Meredith, II,
37, Newton / Dom Battery,
2300 Blk Paddington Ave 

Andrea L. Cross, 43,
Newton / Warrant, 2300
Blk Paddington Ave 

Criminal Calls:
Dom Battery, 600 Blk

Sherman Circle
Phone Harassment, 300

Blk E 4th

Jan. 9
Criminal Calls:
Burglary, Theft, 400 Blk

E 2nd
Theft, 1700 Blk S

Kansas Ave

Jan. 8
Arrests: 
William K.J. Ward, 33,

Wichita / DWS, Warrant
3x, I-135 SB  MM28 

Cristian I. Carviov-
Schroeder, 21, Newton /
Agg Battery 2x, Agg Bur-
glary, Criminal Threat,
Dom Battery, Criminal
Damage, 100 Blk SW 6th

Andrew G. Walker, 28,
Newton / DWS,  100 Blk
W 9th 

Criminal Calls:
Theft, 1000 Blk E 6th
Theft, 400 Blk N Poplar
Theft, 500 Blk Highland

Jan. 7
Arrests:
Jessica M. Messamaker,

34, Hesston / DWS, 1200
Blk N Main  

Criminal Calls:
Agg Burglary, Theft,

1000 Blk Country Ln.

Jan. 6
Arrests:
Mario Valvede-Ro-

driguez, 38, Newton / No
DL, 1200 Blk N High 

Andrew M. Twombly,
34, Newton / Warrant,
400 Blk W 6th 

Gregory K. Brown, 49,
Newton / Dom Battery,
500 Blk SE 3rd 

Criminal Calls:
Theft, 700 Blk W 12th
Theft, Counterfeiting,

DWS, 1200 Blk N Main
Att Theft, Counterfeit-

ing, 300 Blk N Main
Theft, Counterfeiting,

1200 Blk N Main

Jan. 5
Arrests:
Kyle E. Geis, 24, Empo-

ria / Warrant,  200 Blk E
6th  

Darrin N. Hackney, 50,
Wichita / DWS, 600 Blk N
Spencer 

Criminal Calls:
Violate PFA, 1207 N

Logan

Melvin
Robinson,
80, died
Wednesday,
Jan. 6, 2016
at Newton
Medical Cen-
ter. 

He was
born Sept.
21, 1935, in
Lucas to Francis S. and
Alice S. Robinson. He
married Virginia Wolfe
on Aug. 28, 1960, in Rus-
sell, and she survives of
the home. Melvin retired
as a welder from Hesston
Corp. now AGCO.

Melvin is survived by
his wife Virginia of North
Newton; son and daugh-
ter-in-law Kirk and Sonia
Robinson of Burlington,
Ontario, Canada; daugh-
ter Denise and son-in-law
Tony Bartel of Lucas,
Texas; sister Martha
Brandt of Luray; nine
grandchildren; and three

great-grand-
children.

He was pre-
ceded in death
by his parents,
brother LeRoy
Robinson and
infant brother
Francis Robin-
son.

Funeral
service will be at 10 a.m.
Friday, Jan. 8, at King-
dom Life Ministries in
Hesston with Pastor
Scott Miller presiding.
Burial was at 2:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 8, at the
Cheyenne Cemetery in
rural Luray. Visitation
was on Thursday, Jan. 7,
at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton with the
family receiving friends
from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Kingdom Life
Ministries Benevolence
Fund in care of Petersen
Funeral Home.

MELVIN ROBINSON

Steve
Alan Basore,
56, of Hal-
stead died
Wednesday,
Jan. 6, 2016,
of
melanoma. 

Visitation
was on Mon-
day Jan. 11
at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton with
family greeting friends
from 6 to 7 p.m. Funeral
service was at 10 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 12, at Pe-
tersen Funeral Home,
Newton. Burial will be at
Pleasant Valley Ceme-
tery, Bentley. Steve
wanted those in atten-
dance to wear casual at-
tire.

He was born April 13,
1959 in Wichita, and
grew up in the Bentley,
Udall and Moundridge
communities. He at-
tended Moundridge High
School and graduated
from Halstead High
School in 1976. He ac-
cepted Christ as savior
on Oct. 29, 1979. Steve
worked for 33 years as a
roof truss builder at Sky-
line in Halstead.

Survivors include
mother, Carolyn and Ron

Doyle of New-
ton; father,
Donald Basore
of Wichita; sis-
ters, Sherry
and Gary
Harder, Susan
and Jerome
Garofalo, all of
Newton;
nephews,

Jamison and Danielle
Bonham of Halstead,
Mark and Jennifer Boyer
of California; nieces,
Alexis Worthington of
Newton, Doni and
Christopher Perry of Wi-
chita; great-nephews, Se-
bastian Worthington and
Greyson Kealey; great-
nieces, Windsor Wor-
thington and Mia
Kealey; uncle and aunt,
Carl and Connie Roberts
of Arizona; and feline
friend, Buddy.

He was preceded in
death by grandparents,
Earl “E.T.” and Neva
Crawford Basore, Edith
Boerger Carmichael,
Robert Carmichael, and
Ernest Roberts.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial gifts are sug-
gested to Melanoma
Research Foundation,
Box 759329, Baltimore,
MD 21275-9329.

STEVE ALAN BASORE

Harold
Davis Berner
passed away
on Friday,
Jan. 8, 2016,
in his home
at the age of
85.

Harold
was born on
May 10,
1930, in Walton. He
worked and retired as a
quality control supervisor
after 40 years of service at
Cessna Aircraft.

Harold enjoyed his
neighbors at West Park
Towers and he especially
loved spending time with
his family and sharing
stories of the past.

He is survived by his
loving children: Kathy and
Kent Irick, and Robert
Berner, all of Wichita;
brothers: Neal Berner of
Oregon and Ronald
Berner of Salina; five
grandchildren, Sarah and
John Taranto, Jessica

Nichols,
Quentin and
Katie Berner,
Dustin Berner
and Andrew
Berner; and five
great-grandchil-
dren: Jack,
Stella, Porter,
Wesley, and
Everly.

He was preceded in
death by his parents:
Lawrence and Vera
Berner, brother: Marion
Berner; and son: Ronald
Berner.

The family had a visita-
tion from 10 a.m. to noon
on Tuesday, Jan. 12, at
Petersen Funeral Home in
Newton. A graveside serv-
ice was at 2 p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 12, at Walton City
Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family requests
that memorial donations
may be made to Sedgwick
County Sheriff’s Office,
141 E. Elm St., Wichita,
KS 67203. 

HAROLD DAVIS BERNER

Eloise
Beacham died
on Friday,
Jan. 8, 2016,
at the Presby-
terian Manor
in Newton.

Eloise was
born on Feb.
8, 1922, In
Jackson, Ala-
bama, to Raymond and
Nellie (Krauss) Sweigart.

Eloise married Ralph H.
Beacham on Nov. 4, 1946.
He preceded her in death.

Eloise worked for the
Selective Service System
in Mobile, Alabama, with
the draft board during
World War II. It was there
she met Ralph Beacham.
She later worked in retail
sales, where her Alabama
accent made her a won-
derful salesperson and a
delightful person with
whom to visit.

She was a charter mem-
ber of the Meridian Bap-
tist Church, life member
of the Kansas Congress of
Parents and Teachers,
and served as president of

the PTA many
times at the
Roosevelt and
Chisholm
schools.

She is sur-
vived by her
children: Dr.
Ralph
Beacham and
his wife, Cathi;

Dr. Roy Beacham and his
wife, Janet, and Pam
Beacham; six grandchil-
dren; and eight great-
grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, Ray-
mond and Nellie Sweigart;
husband: Ralph Beacham;
and sister: Lillian Pilli-
chody.

Funeral services were at
10 a.m. Monday, Jan. 11,
at Meridian Baptist
Church in Newton. A com-
mittal followed the service
at Greenwood Cemetery in
Newton. 

A memorial has been es-
tablished for BIEMS’S:
Biems of Light, 121 Com-
merce St., Danville, IN
46122.

ELOISE BEACHAM
Mary Maxine Smith,

100, died Sunday, Jan.
10, 2106, at Newton
Presbyterian Manor. 

She was born Dec. 17,
1915, in Halstead Town-
ship to Alton Russell and
Elizabeth (Severance)
Challender.

She graduated from
Sedgwick High School
and attended Bethel Col-
lege and Kansas State
University. She gradu-
ated from Salt City Busi-
ness College in
Hutchinson.

On June 27, 1943, she
married Russell Vern
Smith in Hutchinson. He
preceded her in death on
Dec. 24, 2002.

Moving to Newton in
1945 from Tulsa, Okla.,
she was employed as a
secretary at several agri-
cultural offices, Somers,
Robb and Robb Law
Firm and Bankers In-
vestment.

She belonged to Salem
United Methodist
Church, 50-53 study club
and for 40 years, was ac-
tive in the Newton bowl-

ing leagues. She also
worked with the Harvey
County Fair for 18 years
and Kansas State Fair
for four years.

Mary Maxine is sur-
vived by several nieces,
nephews, great-nieces
and great-nephews.

She was preceded in
death by her parents,
husband, brother and
sister-in-law Willard and
Dolores Challender, as
well as one nephew and
one niece.

Funeral service will be
at 2 p.m. Thursday, Jan.
14, at Petersen Funeral
Home Chapel in Newton
with Pastor Ron Kite of
Salem United Methodist
Church presiding. Visita-
tion will be 5 p.m. to 9
p.m. Wednesday, Jan.
13, at Petersen Funeral
Home in Newton. Burial
will be in the Burrton
City Cemetery, Burrton.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Salem United
Methodist Church or
Newton Meals on Wheels
in care of Petersen Fu-
neral Home.

MARY MAXINE SMITH

Mary Jane (Hanna)
Bell passed away peace-
fully on Tuesday, Jan. 12,
2016, at the Treemont Re-
tirement Community in
Houston. She was 89
years old.

She was preceded in
death by her husband of
more than 50 years, Lloyd
Bell, parents John and
Ida (Bachmann) Hanna,
brothers William Hanna,
R.J. Hanna, Thomas
Hanna, Terence Hanna
and sisters Florabelle
(Flo) Hanna, and Delia

Ann Hanna.
She is sur-

vived by
daughter
Judy Coron-
ado and hus-
band Jimi of
Richmond,
Texas, son
William Bell
and partner
Trent Hebert, and grand-
son Andrew Bell all of
Houston, and numerous
nieces and nephews.

Mary Jane was born
and raised in Newton,

where she was
in the Newton
High School
graduation
class of 1944. 

During her
sophomore year
of high school,
she got a job
with the Santa
Fe Railway in

Newton in the telegraph
office and had a career
with the Santa Fe for
over 10 years. 

Visitation will be from
5 to 9 p.m. Thursday,

Jan. 14, at Petersen Fu-
neral Home in Newton
with. a Recitation of the
Holy Rosary at 6 p.m.
The family will receive
friends following the
Rosary. Graveside serv-
ices will be 11 a.m. Fri-
day, Jan. 15, at St.
Mary’s Catholic Ceme-
tery. In lieu of flowers,
the family asks for dona-
tions to be made in Mary
Jane’s name to the VFW
Post 971 or St. Mary’s
Catholic School both in
Newton.

MARY JANE (HANNA) BELL

Gina Marie Wertz, 31,
died Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2016.

She was born July 6,
1984, in Chanute. Gina
was independent; she
would take charge in every
type of situation. She was
very compassionate and
would be there for you al-
ways. Her smile was conta-
gious and could always
make you laugh. She had
unconditional love for her
friends and family.

Gina absolutely loved
kids. She said they were
her babies, even when she
was little. She loved ani-
mals, especially her kittens
and bearded dragons.

She liked playing soft-
ball, singing, going to the
lake, and hanging out with
friends and family. She
also loved to cook—
spaghetti, chicken and
homemade noodles, turkey
salad, and her specialty
Oreo cheesecake.

Gina graduated with the
class of 2002 from Newton
High School and attended
college to become a mas-
sage therapist, but an ill-
ness made it difficult for
her to continue.

She started working at
Walmart in 2000 at the
age of 16 and worked in

many departments. She
was recently promoted to
assistant manager. Last
November, she reached her
15-year certificate from
Walmart. Gina was very
dedicated to her job and
had a goal to become a
store manager soon.

Gina donated to “Locks
of Love” many times to
help those who needed it.

She is survived by her
parents, Phillip and Debby
Wertz of Newton; brother
Michael Wertz and his
wife Tammy of Wichita;
two sisters Victoria
Diringer and husband
Toby of Newton, and Jen-
nifer Wertz of Newton; two
nieces, Allison and Emily;
two nephews, Kody and
Conner; her grandparents,
Mara Locke, Don Heath,
Don and Lily Wertz; and
aunts, uncles and lots of
cousins.

Memorial services were
at 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan.
9, at Salem United
Methodist Church in New-
ton.

Condolences may be left
at www.broadwaycolo-
nialfh.com.

Arrangements are by
Broadway Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Newton.

GINA MARIE WERTZ

Harvey County Hawks to meet Jan. 19
The Harvey County Hawks will meet on Tuesday,

Jan. 19, at Acapulco Restaurant, 217 W. Broadway in
Newton, to watch the KU/Oklahoma State men's bas-
ketball game.

Vouchers toward food and/or drink will be awarded to
all paid members who attend.

Game time is 6 p.m. Attend early for dinner and to
watch the game on the several TVs in the Cantina.
Memberships for the season may be purchased that
evening at $15 per adult member and $35 for families.
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We got to talking about what
we'd do if we won the
Powerball in the office. A

total of $1.4 billion would be a con-
siderable amount, though probably
much less after taxes. 

Still, we decided to go in on tick-
ets, and it's fun to sit and think
what you could do with that kind of
money. 

Clint brought up the idea of put-
ting in his two weeks notice and re-
tiring. He'd probably dump some
cash into the paper, make gifts to
co-workers, friends and family and
spend the rest of his life floating
around taking pictures with a
primo camera set up. 

Bruce thought he would open a
brewery or bar somewhere. He'd set
up scholarships and spend the rest
of his life working in his yard and
driving around his pickup truck.

I would actually keep working for
a bit here. I'd bankroll an in-be-
tween employee to do all the stuff I
don't care to do, provide money for
healthy raises and spend my time
writing a few columns, editing sto-
ries and writing a piece or two
when something interested me. I
enjoy my job quite a bit and think
what we've got going here is pretty
awesome, and I'd like to stay the
course to make it work. Then I
might take the business model else-
where, perhaps someplace with
mountains, fishing and a river to
build a cabin on. I love rivers. 

None of these are super ambi-
tious goals here, but it makes me
pretty happy with life. 

I'm kind of grateful I'd want to
keep doing this job, even if I had a
ton of money.

We'll never win, but when you
buy the ticket, you pay for the op-
portunity to daydream and pretend
what you would do if you grew up
again.

***
David Bowie died this week, and

as much of our office will attest
from my constant humming of
“Major Tom” or “Life on Mars,”
something about his music just gets
to me and gets stuck in my head.

Bowie has had a large influence
on music and seemed like a decent
human being. He created and re-
leased his final album “Blackstar”
as he came to terms with his death
after a chronic battle with cancer.
The result is haunting but
poignant. The closest things I've
heard to it in feeling are the final
works of Johnny Cash. For a man
who spent so much of his life creat-
ing personas and stories in his
music, his final work comes off as
strikingly personal and sincere. 

***
Obits seem to pile up this time of

year. We ran a page of them the
other week. This is a pattern that
repeats every year. After the holi-
day season, people seem to slip
away. I haven't decided why that is.
Perhaps some people push for one
final Christmas. Perhaps people get
sick easier after the holidays with
extra opportunities for germs to
spread. Or perhaps it's cold outside
and dark and people are just plain
tired. It's as fitting time as any I
guess as the world sleeps before
spring. 

***
This cattle mutilation stuff we

keep writing about is absolutely
bizarre. We've spent way too much
time talking about it, and we're
stumped about what's going on.
That seems to be the same place
the sheriff is as well. We've heard
all sorts of conspiracies. Aliens, the
government, cults, etc. Whatever it
is, we hope it comes to a stop. The
same goes for the serial burglaries.
The longer this story goes on, the
less likely it seems there will be a
happy ending. 

A lot of people talk about how
they plan on shooting the man if he
enters their house. I don't think
that would hold true in many cases.
For a sane person, I think pulling
the trigger on someone who hasn't
put your life in mortal danger is a
bit more difficult than some like to
fantasize. We're not wired that way
normally. But who knows. I sure
wouldn't want to be sneaking into
Newton homes after reading about
how the local gun store has been
selling piles of home-defense
weapons.

***
And on a final brighter note, the

Chiefs won again. That meant a
joyful Tuesday in the office when
Joey the publisher came around.
Joey carries an obsession for the
team, and I'm happy for him. I fol-
low them, but I was much more
concerned about how my Jayhawks
would do that day than the result of
any football game going on. So far,
so good for the basketball team. The
Steelers won as well so my girl-
friend was happy. The two people
with the most potential to make dif-
ficulty for me in my life were satis-
fied momentarily, so all is good in
my world. 

Adam Strunk is the managing ed-
itor of Newton Now. He can be

reached at 
adam@harveycountynow.com or

316-281-7899.

Of strange happenings, Powerball, Bowie
Columns

Editorial
State transparency needed
for $300,000 in county liens

Ispent the better part of last
winter just trying to get warm.
It was my first cold season

back in Kansas after spending the
prior 15 winters in the Deep
South, where I had been undeni-
ably spoiled by the absence of wind
chill.

I unpacked coats, insulated
gloves and hats that probably had-
n't seen daylight in those Southern
winters, and last year, we wel-
comed them back into the rotation
with open arms.

Georgia friends won a lottery
pick some years ago for deer hunt-
ing season and asked for tips be-
fore setting off for northern
Kansas that year. "Pack layers.
You've never been cold like that
before," my husband told them.
They laughed at us a little and set
out on their way. They arrived in
Kansas to a 60-degree morning
and set up for their hunting days.
By 5 p.m., the actual temperature
was below 0 with howling winds.
They returned home new believers
in the power of a Kansas cold
front.

Despite the seemingly overly-
mild winter this year, I'd prided
myself on adapting to these colder
days better than last year. Reaccli-
mation, perhaps? My warmest
coats still have not been pulled

from the closet. I was even bold
enough this past Saturday to
brave the wind and wind chill for
an outdoor run, because, I
thought, what better way to
"toughen up" for a spring half
marathon than do a few quality
training miles in the cold. A nice
theory, but one that sounded a lot
better inside on my couch than it
did headed face-first into a 20-
mile-an-hour north wind.

My mind wandered a bit and I
thought of the Boy Scouts prep-
ping for their annual Trappers
Rendezvous this coming weekend
at Harvey County West Park.
When I think of a "rendezvous," it
doesn't usually involve sub-freez-
ing temperatures, but in the world
of Scouting, this weekend of camp-
ing and fun is apparently a very

big deal. Thousands of Scouts and
leaders mark calendars each year
for this event for nearly 40 years.

According to the Boy Scouts'
Quivira Council, which organizes
the rendezvous, the tradition was
begun in 1825 by General William
Ashley's men of the Rocky Moun-
tain Fur Company, who gathered
for songs, trading, target shooting
"and frolic of all sorts," says
Quivira Council's website. In keep-
ing with that tradition, the Boy
Scouts will have a full weekend of
games, cooking, trading and other
fun in spite of -- or perhaps be-
cause of -- the January weather.

My cold weather training run
lasted all of 45 minutes on Satur-
day, at which time I concluded
that I would be a poor candidate
for the Trappers Rendezvous, or
any other winter activity that in-
volved sleeping in a tent. So I tip
my stocking cap to you, Scouts and
leaders, and send wishes for fun
and warm campfires during your
rendezvous. As for me, I'm busy
looking for the hot cider I stashed
in the pantry last winter.

Melody Spurney is the coordina-
tor for the Newton Convention and

Visitors Bureau. She can be
reached at 

mspurney@newtonkansas.com.

Rendezvous with winter always a cold one

In 2013, the state legislature passed a law aimed at
combating fraud by reclaiming unemployment insur-
ance checks that it overpaid to citizens.

The bill proved an easy measure to pass at the time.
For one, the state's budget had already started circling
the toilet bowl. And what elected official will say no to
the state taking in more money, especially if it's money
the state shouldn't have paid out in the first place?

So the law passed, and as is the case with so many
pieces of legislation, it got forgotten by all, except by
those enforcing it or those on the wrong end of the law. 

That is until a few weeks ago. County Register of
Deeds Margaret Hermstein called to light that the
county has received at least 56 liens in 2015 from the
state involving county residents for at least $300,000.
The number could be higher as Hermstein is still find-
ing liens previously filed. Hermstein said Sedgwick
County received 882 of these liens and Wyandotte more
than 1,000.

Hermstein found the amount of liens the state sent
out, as well as the format of the liens, highly irregular.
Hermstein doesn't think the numbers add up and does-
n't believe the state legitimately overpaid that much
money. She called the situation fishy. 

And she's got a point.
Thanks to public record and freedom of information

still existing in Harvey County at least, we had a chance
to view the liens. The liens issued specify no date when
debt was accrued and no set time for paying it back.
They simply state that if the money isn't repaid in 10
days, it can claim property or get its payment back in
other ways, such as garnishing wages, taking property
or taking some of the money back through taxes. 

Some of the amounts are for more than $20,000. It's
hard to imagine someone recently unemployed being
able to just pony up that kind of cash. 

The state also is authorized to charge up to 18 percent
interest on these amounts annually.

The Department of Labor does provide a question-
and-answer sheet about unemployment overpayments

“There can be several causes of overpayment,” it
stated. “The most common is a determination, at a hear-
ing or an appeal, that you were not qualified to receive
UI benefits which had already been provided to you.
Some, but not all, overpayments are based upon fraud.”

Some but not all. Some people defrauded the state.
Others are just victim of circumstance. That's what the
website is saying.

If the whole process seems pretty vague here, it's be-
cause it is vague. We've had no luck getting ahold of the
Department of Labor to explain any of this. The Hesston
Record, which originally broke this story last week did
not receive comment either. 

From what we gather, the state approves unemploy-
ment claims. If $300,000 has been paid out in Harvey
County fraudulently, think about the rest of the state. 

Harvey County has a population of roughly 34,000.
The state of Kansas has 2.9 million people. Proportion-
ally such a total would come to $24.7 million the state
overpaid in unemployment checks, or $24.7 million in
fraudulent claims. That's a terribly rough guess.  

So either the state gave away tens of millions of dol-
lars when it shouldn't have and no one caught such a
grave error until it found itself short on money, or some
of the people it's trying to get money from didn't defraud
the state or weren't overpaid. 

We'd like to know how does it determine who it over-
paid and how many of these payments were due to cleri-
cal errors. We'd like to know how long some of these
claims go back, when it plans to start taking people's
property or garnishing wages and how exactly this
whole situation happened. Perhaps everything being
done is perfectly justified, and this represents a positive
move for Kansas. But perhaps not.

Any concrete answers might not have arrived so far,
but people are listening. The county commission called
Hermstein to speak at its Monday meeting to discuss
the situation. State Sen. Carolyn McGinn recently con-
tacted the register of deeds office to view the liens the
state has sent out. 

How this develops, and if elected officials have any
better luck getting a state agency provide information
than the public, the press and county register of deeds
remains to be seen.

We'll cover these issues as they develop. 
However, kudos are in order for Hermstein who

sought the press to inform taxpayers of the situation
and to The Hesston Record for beginning an arduous in-
vestigation into the situation and then reporting on it.

Even if nothing comes out of this work, it's good for
Kansas' legislators and its administration to know there
are still people watching where its hands go when it
takes money, no matter how much those in power like to
demean the press or hide behind the platitudes and
buzzwords that pass for public comment nowadays. 

We're not against the state reclaiming money individ-
uals defrauded from it. But when it's threatening to
take people's property or wages because of mistakes it
possibly made, we should all expect transparency as
well as demand it. 

—Newton Now Editorial Board

STRUNK IN PUBLIC

ADAM STRUNK

TO NEWTON

MELODY SPURNEY

Say what?

I don’t know where
I’m going from here,
but I promise it won’t
be boring. [...] Fame
itself ... doesn’t really
afford you anything
more than a good
seat in a restaurant.

David Bowie

Letters Policy
WRITE: Letters to the editor, Newton Now - 706 N.

Main, Newton, KS. 
E-MAIL: editor@harveycountynow.com

We welcome letters of general interest to the commu-
nity and reserve the right to edit for clarification or
length. Letters should be fewer than 400 words, and
writers are limited to one letter every other week. Let-

ters are due by noon on Monday before publication and
must be signed with the writer’s name, address and
phone number for verification purposes. Only the name
and hometown will be included in the printed letter. 

We do not publish poetry, open or anonymous letters
or letters printed elsewhere. Sometimes, due to volume,
letters may need to hold although this is not normally
the case. 
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I’m sporting a new look these
days. Same ol' hair, same ol'
clothes, same little unflashy car.

But, I have that Grandmother look
now. That relentless smile when-
ever anyone asks about our new
grandbabies. Countless photos on
my phone. Dark circles under my
eyes from working the nursery
night shift. 

Only a month as part of our fam-
ily, I love Blake and Luke as if I
have known them for years. We are
eager to be a part of their lives. 

I stand looking at our matching
set of infant boys in their
bassinettes and wonder what their
future holds. It is at the same time
exhilarating and daunting. Oppor-
tunities and possibilities, chal-
lenges and risks. Life is a series of
choices, and as a family, we pray for
guidance in making the choices that
pave the way for these precious
boys to grow up healthy, centered,
curious. Kind, productive, happy.
We will make commitments and de-
cisions today that will help our little
guys thrive tomorrow. 

Similarly, every decision made
and every decision deferred by com-
munity leaders today shapes the
Newton that will emerge tomorrow.
Huddled around coffee shop tables
and employee lounges, one can hear
a range of opinions on what direc-
tion Newton should head. Some
voices mutter, “No growth, no new
spending, no need for change.” That
philosophy would certainly shape
our future. 

Other voices are clear. “Let’s

make things happen in Newton!
Let’s create buzz and energy for
young families. Let’s commit to
amenities that entice contributing
citizens to move here.” That atti-
tude also can shape our tomorrows. 

Which is it going to be, Newton? 
The decisions we make as a com-

munity—from the leaders we elect
to the ReNewton projects and poli-
cies we support—must be taken se-
riously. We are not making choices
only for those of us on the cusp of
retirement. We are laying the foun-
dation for the young people who
will be running our businesses,
schools, hospitals, and our local gov-
ernment in the years to come. We
are shaping the city that future
Newtonians will call home. 

Newton today enjoys many pock-
ets of excellence. The range of ac-
cessible, efficient city services set us
apart from many cities our size.
Our public school facilities and pro-
grams have always coupled with
Bethel College to give Newton a
strong reputation for education.

Few cities can compare with our ex-
cellent Newton Medical Center
complex and our top-rate emer-
gency responders. Our authentic
Main Street gets buzzier each year. 

We are blessed with splendid pre-
served historic architecture that
gives this community a stately pres-
ence that “new” cities can only
covet. And nothing says Newton
like the calm beauty of our restored
Sand Creek flowing throughout the
heart of our town. A natural asset
that others simply can’t replicate. 

These assets are a rich part of
our community tapestry today be-
cause civic leaders and the private
sector over the years have had the
courage of their convictions. A pas-
sion for Newton. Voter-supported
initiatives that are benefiting us
today. Price was not the only factor
in making difficult decisions. 

Each of us is responsible for leav-
ing our city stronger and more
beautiful than we found it. How will
today’s priorities and decisions be
remembered by future residents?

Saying yes to the future requires
thoughtful choices today. Just as
new parents plan and invest in
their children’s futures, communi-
ties have a responsibility and op-
portunity to create vibrant futures
by the goals and investments they
make now. 

Barb Burns is community ad-
vancement coordinator for the city of

Newton. You can reach her at
bburns@newtonkansas.com or call

her at 284.3605. 

Building our future one decision at a time Guest Opinion
Medicaid expansion:

the high price of free money

“Not everything matters
equally, and success isn’t a game

won by whoever does the most. Yet
that is exactly how most play it on

a daily basis.” —Gary Keller 

Forbes magazine once pub-
lished a list of what they
called “The 20 Most Impor-

tant Tools Ever.” In addition to
serving as stimulating conversa-
tion between my 10-year-old and
me for a solid commercial break,
the list is interesting in and of it-
self.

The top 20 included basic tools,
such as the knife, abacus, com-
pass, pencil, harness, eyeglasses,
saw, watch, needle, candle, tele-
scope, fish hook and chisel.

All of the listed items have one
thing in common: They are de-
signed to do just one thing. No
Swiss army knives. They’re pen-
cils…to write. They’re eyeglasses
to see. They’re needles to sew.
They’re candles to make light.
Each of “the most important tools
ever” has only one job and does it
perfectly.

People, not so much. We just
don’t function that way. We’re not
tools. (Well, you know what I
mean.) Instead, we combine,
stack and overlap the things we

need and want to do. And then
sprinkle on the others we don’t
necessarily want, but do anyway.
Once those are in position to push
us desperately close to the brink,
we refill our heads with all the
things that are hanging out there
from last week (or last year.)

We give task-switching (for-
merly known as multitasking)
our undivided attention.

Maybe the key is to swap out
what it is that we’re trying to
manage.

Jimmy Valvano, the legendary
college basketball coach who died
of cancer in 1993, once said in an
ESPY awards speech:

“To me, there are three things
we all should do every day. We
should do this every day of our
lives. Number one is laugh. You

should laugh every day. Number
two is think. You should spend
some time in thought. Number
three is to have your emotions
moved to tears, it could be happi-
ness or joy. But think about it. If
you laugh, you think and you cry,
that’s a full day. That’s a heck of
a day. You do that seven days a
week, you’re going to have some-
thing special.”

Those three options sound like
smarter plates to spin than some
of the others we keep stacking up
for ourselves.

Maybe now can be the time we
give ourselves permission to not
live like a Swiss Army knife. Just
be a basic tool. (Well, you know
what I mean.)

Shelley Plett is a graphic de-
signer for the Free Press and

Kansas Publishing Ventures. She
can be reached at

shelley@hillsborofree press.com. 

We aren’t meant to be Swiss army knives
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I am opposed to Medicaid expansion.
One: At the federal level, the current administration's

endgame for Medicaid expansion is single-payer, gov-
ernment-run healthcare. Until we understand that,
we're tilting at windmills.

Two: If the endgame were lowering healthcare costs
and premiums, support for medical liability reform,
Health Savings Accounts, healthcare premium tax de-
ductions for individuals, opening the sale of health in-
surance across state lines and more would be front and
center.

Three: If closing the gap between Obamacare subsi-
dies and current Medicaid enrollment were the goal, the
federal government could redirect money it wants to
give states and offer Obamacare subsidies to income lev-
els in the gap. 

Four: When a state takes federal money for a pro-
gram, the federal government always ratchets back its
payments over time. But the state is obligated for the
full amount--its portion, plus the federal portion--or the
state loses 100 percent of all related federal money, not
just a proportional amount of the one program. It's
called Maintenance of Effort (MOE). Based on the
Supreme Court's Obamacare ruling, the federal govern-
ment cannot reduce Medicaid reimbursements in re-
sponse to a state not expanding Medicaid. But, once a
state takes the "free" money to expand Medicaid, the
state must finance the MOE-level forever.

Five: Government subsidies goose prices.
Examples: Cash for Clunkers spiked new car sales in
2009 for the month it was implemented, followed by a
dramatic drop in sales below normal, before leveling off-
-a $3 billion federal program with no net gain; it drove
up used car prices; and according to E: The Environ-
mental Magazine, "... produced tons of unnecessary
waste while doing little to curb greenhouse gas emis-
sions." On student loans and college tuition from Busi-
ness Insider, August 4, 2015, the federal student loan
limits changed in 2007 so students could borrow more
money from the government. In that time, the average
tuition nearly doubled and "...schools that were more re-
liant on federal loan subsidies disproportionately in-
creased their sticker price tuition during this period."

Six: The U.S. national debt is over $18 trillion. The
federal government can run a deficit. States cannot.
States must balance their budgets every year. The tran-
sition process to single payer is to offload rising health-
care costs onto states, use MOE to exacerbate a problem
and then "solve" the problem with the original endgame:
single-payer, government-run healthcare.

Seven: Medicaid was created as a safety net for vul-
nerable populations: children, individuals with disabili-
ties and others. On an ongoing basis, Kansas addresses
a waiting list of new Medicaid applicants who require
assistance. Medicaid expansion would add able-bodied
adults who have no dependents. Why would the federal
government want states to put able-bodied adults with
no dependents on welfare? It's because it advances the
transition to single payer.

Eight: Being on Medicaid does not guarantee accessi-
ble, quality healthcare. "We are very concerned that
we're going to hand insurance cards to 30 million people
and we won't have the doctors to treat them," Dr.
Grover, Chief Public Policy Officer, American Associa-
tion of Medical Colleges. Lower Medicaid reimburse-
ments from the federal government add to the
challenge. "In order to stifle opposition from physicians
and states to their Medicaid expansion, Democrats
drafting Obamacare included a two-year bribe [2013
and 2014] to buy support. That increase just expired
and lower Medicaid reimbursement rates are
back." Forbes, Jan. 5, 2015

Nine: "Last January, Indiana Governor Mike Pence
reached a deal with the Obama administration to ex-
pand Medicaid under Obamacare. After nearly a year of
operation, the data is in, and the early outcomes of the
program's rollout are finally setting in. The results so
far have been little personal responsibility for enrollees
and higher costs for taxpayers. Other states considering
a similar designed expansion should think
twice." Forbes, Dec. 17, 2015

Ten: The endgame. "A single-payer, healthcare credit
-- universal healthcare credit ... that's what I'd like to
see, but as all of you know, we may not get there imme-
diately." Pres. Obama, 2003; "I don't think we're going
to be able to eliminate employer coverage immediately.
There's going to be potentially some transition process. I
can envision a decade out or 15 years out or 20 years
out." Pres. Obama, March, 2007.

Many who opposed KanCare in 2012 are now calling
for KanCare expansion. Why? Because it is marketing
language for Medicaid expansion, which is marketing
language for moving able-bodied adults with no depend-
ents onto welfare, which is the next logical step in a
transition to single payer. If that's what you want then
be honest about it, as some U.S. Representatives were
in the lead up to Obamacare. Rep. Barney Frank (D-
MA): "If we get a good public option, it could lead to sin-
gle payer and that's the best way to reach single payer."
Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-IL): "Next to me was a guy
from the insurance company who then argued against
the public health insurance option saying, 'It wouldn't
let private insurance compete—that a public option will
put the private insurance industry out of business and
lead to single payer.' [Cheers from her audience] He was
right. The man was right." We all want Kansans to have
access to affordable, quality healthcare, but I do not be-
lieve single-payer, government-run healthcare is the so-
lution; and Medicaid expansion is part of the transition
process. Not everyone advocating for Medicaid expan-
sion wants to connect the dots beyond an initial wind-
fall, but it is important that we do so. 

— Kan. Rep. Marc Rhoades, 72nd District

We give task-switching
(formerly known as mul-
titasking) our undivided
attention.
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the history of the place. 
Co-owners Rangel and his

wife Melinda opened Ultimate
Martial Arts and Fitness Center
in December 2014 at that loca-
tion and then opened the skate
center part of the business in
March 2015.

“Ultimate Martial Arts is the
center hub,” Rangel said. “We
didn't even intend to open the
skate center.”

However, people saw the old
skates in the building and
wanted to know if they were
ever going to open the skate
part. The place was “broken
down,” Rangel said.

“You could stick your hands
through some of the walls,”
Rangel said.

When they bought the place,
there were 300 pairs of skates in
disrepair. They went to the El
Dorado skate center and bought
some items were there, as it was
closed down, including 500 pairs
of skates and their entire light
show.

“None of the stuff worked,”
Rangel said about what was at
the Newton skate center.

Not all of the light show is up
yet, Rangel said, although some
of it is. In addition, they put 15
coats of polyurethane on the
skate floor, and the last coat
will be rubberized. When the
Rangels came in, the floor also
was in disrepair with holes and
divots.

It was through the vision of

the Rangels' son Jared the skate
center reopened. Jared's mom,
Melinda, used to be the sponsor
of the local Business Profession-
als of America (BPA), a group to
which Jared belonged. Jared
told his dad if he'd open up the
martial arts portion, Jared
would run the concession stand
and skate parties.

“We'd both come out on the

positive end,” Jared told his
dad.

Having the skate center has
increased business for the mar-
tial arts portion and gave a
platform for open skate sessions
and private parties, Rangel
said. There's also a skate fitness
class.

“I've had one gentleman lose
50 pounds skating three times a

week with our fitness program,”
Rangel said.

With the skate center project,
Jared won the Kansas state
championship in entrepreneur-
ship with BPA and went on to
compete at nationals in the
same category.

“We didn't realize it was
going to take off,” Rangel said.
“[…] It was a high school kid's

plan.”
It seems Newton is benefiting

from Jared's efforts, as clientele
includes small children to
adults in their 40s and 50s who
are reliving their childhood
memories of skating rinks.

“Our clientele is continuing to
grow, and we're seeing a rebirth
of skating in Newton, Kansas,”
Rangel said.

Open session hours are 7:30
to 10 p.m. Fridays and Satur-
days and 6 to 8 p.m. Sundays.
Admission is $3 per person or
$5 for two sessions. The cost in-
cludes skate rental, and conces-
sion prices are around $1. The
public is allowed to bring in
their own roller blades, but
those skates are checked for
rocks and whatnot.

“We just want to keep our
place operational and nice,”
Rangel said. “Definitely looks
better, though.”

In keeping the place nice, em-
ployees direct some of the old
skating rink games, such as the
Hokey Pokey and Limbo, as
well as line dancing in the cen-
ter of the rink. The skating rink
has stringent rules, too, in
order to keep it safe. They don't
allow bullying, and Newton law
enforcement does wellness
checks at the center, doing
walk-throughs.

They also have an adult
posted outside and don't allow
youth to continually go in and
out of the center during ses-
sions.

“There's an expectation level
that wasn't there before,”
Rangel said.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Ciara Guy, second from right, talks to Ryan Garcia, right, about her bracelet during an open session Friday, Jan. 8, at the Newton
Skate Center, which reopened in March 2015. Also pictured are, from left, Desyra Tigne, Vanesa Reyes and Sara Tighe. 

SKATE
From Page 1

against their property will pay
the amount on the lien, which
varies from just under $1,000 to
liens more than $20,000, as well
as a processing fee of $53 will be
charged per page for the lien to
be released. 

Hermstein said she looked to
bring the liens to public atten-
tion because of the amount of
them coming into the Harvey
County office. 

“I think it seems fishy,” she
said. “I think the legislature had
a good idea, but something went
awry somewhere.”

Hermstein said the liens is-
sued to her office were irregular,
lacking dates for the state's over-
payment. 

A typical lien has the date of
unpaid taxes. The overpayment
of unemployment liens do not
document when the unemploy-
ment was overpaid.  

The state can charge interest
rates on the liens up to 18 per-
cent per year or 1.5 percent per
month.

The liens also state, “Unpaid
overpayment balances are also
subject to warrant, levy, garnish-
ment, execution and/or civil ac-
tion. Interest, as permitted by
law, accrues until the balance is
paid in full.” 

Hermstein said in addition to
having a lien on one’s property,
they can impact a person’s credit
rating.  

“They couldn’t get a car loan if
this popped up. If the banks do
the research, this is more than
just real estate; this is their
livelihood,” she said. 

How the state determines who
was overpaid and the process it
goes about when issuing the
amount owed remains to be seen. 

The Department of Labor has
not returned calls to Newton
Now. The Hesston Record also
did not receive comment on the
liens from the Department of
Labor, and Hermstein herself
had trouble getting information. 

The Department of Labor does
state common causes for state
overpayment on its website.

“There can be several causes of
overpayment,” it stated. “The
most common is a determination,
at a hearing or an appeal, that
you were not qualified to receive
UI benefits which had already
been provided to you. Some, but
not all, overpayments are based
upon fraud.”

Of the liens issued in Harvey
County, according to Hermstein,
only a handful have been re-
leased. 

The liens issued in Harvey
County have come in two distinct
waves.

“We got 42 liens on Sept. 12
and June 15, we got 14,” said
Hermstein. 

Hermstein said residents who
are concerned about a potential
lien can contact the Register of
Deeds Office; however, employ-
ees are not allowed to verify if an
individual has a lien or the
amount. 

“We cannot give a verbal con-
firmation over the phone. We are
governed by the UCC. They can
come in and look at the records
at any time,” she said.  

Hermstein said they are sensi-
tive to the scheduling conflicts of
many residents, knowing many
full-time workers cannot come to
the courthouse during working
hours but are still concerned
about a potential lien. Those con-
cerned are encouraged to call the
Register of Deeds for more infor-

mation at 316-284-6950.
Policies and politics behind un-

employment overpayment liens 
Mark Hutton, chairman of the

Committee on Commerce, Labor
and Economic Development, ad-
vocated for the bill. 

“The provision was designed to
make people think twice before
they attempted to defraud the
unemployment system by going
back to work and not letting
them know,” he said.  

Harvey County House Rep.
Don Schroeder said the bill was
put forth to the house as an anti-
fraud measure. 

“It’s about getting repayment
on overpayment on unemploy-
ment. I did call the Labor De-
partment’s in-house attorney. It’s
amazing; there are millions of
dollars in overpayments made,
and I’m not sure why,” he said. 

Schroeder said a key part of
the legislation was never brought
up for discussion.

“My recollection is that it was
really touted as being anti-fraud,
trying to collect money that peo-
ple shouldn’t be collecting. I don’t
recall it was ever brought to our
attention we could be putting
liens on people’s homes, and I
don’t know if the potential exists
to foreclose on those properties,”
he said. 

Sen. Carolyn McGinn, repre-
senting Harvey County, said she
worked with the research depart-
ment on a preliminary investiga-
tion of the bill and Labor
Department policies. 

“The Labor Department has
shared that these liens, all of
them issued in September in
Harvey County, are legitimate.
But, I think due to the high num-
ber, that this needs to be investi-
gated further, and I intend to do
that,” she said. 

McGinn added communication
and information from the Labor
Department could be key in this
issue. 

“The disappointing problem
with this Labor Department pol-
icy is the lack of information for
those people impacted,” she said. 

McGinn said the researcher
she spoke with said the Labor
Department had authority to file
liens since 1986, “but the lien
thing was new to the re-
searcher.” 

Hutton also referred The
Record to Justin McFarland,
deputy general council of the
Kansas Department of Labor, for
more information on the issue of
unemployment overpayment
liens and collection. McFarland,
in a brief phone interview Mon-
day, declined to answer ques-
tions and referred The Record to
the communications department.  

However, as stated in testi-
mony presented to the Commit-
tee on Commerce Labor and
Economic Development on Feb.
5, 2013, 8,096 fraudulent pay-
ments totaling $10,062,943 were
paid to claimants because of
fraud.  

According to McFarland’s pres-
entation, between January and
February of 2013, the Kansas
Department of Labor established
354 incidents of fraudulent pay-
ments, totaling $610,675.

“In additional to simple unem-
ployment fraud that occur when
claimants continue to file claims
for benefits even though they are
working, our investigators rou-
tinely identify fraudulent busi-
nesses that are established in
Kansas with non-existent em-
ployees that begin filing unem-
ployment claims and receive
monetary payments,” read a
written statement submitted to
the committee in 2013.

LIENS
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federal license would subject both personal and
commercial firearms to a federal audit.

Kellum said the executive order won’t affect
him besides increasing the numbers of gun
sales he oversees between two individuals.

As a federally licensed dealer, Kellum is re-
sponsible for conducting background checks
and having gun buyers fill out the paperwork.
The paperwork asks questions about mental
health, crime history and citizenship status.
The paperwork also includes information on
the firearm sold. He’s required to keep the pa-
perwork in his shop for 25 years or release it
when authorities are investigating a crime
committed with the gun.

Personally, Kellum does not have a problem
with background checks on guns.

“Do I think it’s the government's business?

No. Do I think it’s the right thing to do? Yes.”
He said he might have to bring someone on

to keep up with the additional background
checks.

Kellum has been busy lately as he said he’s
seen a spike in firearm sales in recent months
because of the Newton serial burglar.

“It’s been a 30 percent uptick,” he said. “My
banker loves it. But I personally tell no one to
buy out of fear. I don’t like it or recommend it.”

Kellum said the majority of people buying
weapons for home defense have been buying
shotguns.

“A guy came in the other day,” he said.
“Never owned a shotgun or a handgun before.
He ended up buying a shotgun to defend his
family against the guy breaking in houses.”

Kellum said he had to spend a half hour
going over the gun with the man and stressed
he encourages people to train with firearms
and not to use them without first understand-
ing what they are doing.

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Bart Kellum, owner of Patriot Pawn and Firearms in Newton, holds an AR-15 in the shop.

GUNS
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The Powerball craze has
made it to Newton. With the
Jackpot reaching an estimated
$1.4 billion with cash win-
nings of $930 million, people
from around the country are
eager to throw their money in
the pot just for a chance to
win.

Newton residents are no ac-
ceptation to this. Five local
convenience stores reported
having an increase in sales of
Powerball tickets now that the
jackpot has soared to new
heights. 

CT’s Happy Store reported a
sale of 500 Powerball tickets
on Wednesday, Jan. 6,  and
1,100 tickets sold the follow-
ing Saturday. Kwik Shop, lo-
cated on North Main, reported
sales of 634 Powerball tickets
between Sunday, Jan. 10, and
Tuesday, Jan. 12t. To put this
in perspective, no other lottery
game sold more than 40 tick-
ets at this location in the same
timeframe.

At $2 a ticket, the Powerball
sales can really add up—espe-
cially with so many tickets
being sold. The jackpot has
Newton residents speculating
on what exactly they would do
with their winnings. 

What would you do with
$1.4 billion dollars?

Marvin Norse—Find a
good hiding hole and a finan-
cial advisor

DesMoine Thiessen—Buy
a car and a house, pay off
loans, give some to charity,
and pay for my brothers’ col-
lege education

Joyce McCloud—Help
with cancer research, would
have trouble knowing what to
do with that much, leave the
rest to my children and grand-
children.

Powerball tickets selling fast in Newton
BY REECE HIEBERT

SPECIAL TO NEWTON NOW

Harvey County Communications released a
snapshot of its call logs for 2015. 

On the year, it took 101,224 total phone
calls—a 1,354 call increase from 2014. 

Law enforcement calls made up 53,199 of
those calls, followed by 4,378 EMS calls, 1,042
Fire calls and 8,166 calls from dispatch. 

The busiest time of the day for communica-
tions was from 3 to 4 p.m. The busiest day was
Friday, and the busiest month was July. 

The slowest month, day, and time were Feb-
ruary, Sunday, and 3 to 4 a.m. 

Seventy-one percent of the calls it received
were from a cell phone. 

Traffic stops were down by 1,500 last year—
by 8 percent—but represented one-third of
HCC's law enforcement call entries. Injury ac-
cidents increased by almost 20 percent, accord-
ing to the HCC's release. 

County Communications releases 2015 snapshot
BY ADAM STRUNK
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com
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Call Natalie for help with classifieds
In Marion County’s largest distribution newspaper
620-947-5702 or Fax 620-947-5940 natalie@hillsborofreepress.com
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FREE PRESS CLASSIFIED AD CATEGORIES:Classified Ad CategoriesCall Natalie for help with classifieds

3 For Rent

Apartments/Homes/Rooms
Newton - 1-2 BEDROOM, all electric. $350-
450/month. Includes water/trash. rentnew-
ton.com 316-680-6456. 42-tfn

In Hillsboro: 5 bed 2 bath apartment. No
Smoking, No Pets. 620-382-7696. 49-8tc

One bedroom apartment available in Mar-
ion. $325 a month all appliances includ-
ed.$250 deposit. Call 381-0686 for details.
02-1tc

2 bedroom apartment for rent in Hillsboro.
Contact Rebecca 620-947-4021. 02-1tp

4 Automotive

Automobiles
2011 Honda Accord EXL 4 door,  41k miles,
clean $11,850. 316-640-3921. 52-3tc

MCN

2009 Nissan Altima 4door, low miles 49k,
clean $8,375 316-640-3921. 52-3tc

5 Real Estate

Cabin
Cabin for sale, 19 Lakeshore, Marion Lake,
1,000 sq. ft., new heat & air, all new interior,
24x38 Morton building, Call 785-258-0438.
02-2tp

6 Services

Services Offered
Laid up? Need a haircut? Mobile men's
hair stylist. Weekend appointments. I'll
come to you. Only $15. Call Brandon: 316-
300-5511. 01-1tp

Reader Advisory
The Kansas Press Association (KCAN)
and the Midwest Classified Network (MCN)
have purchased some of the following
classifieds. Determining the value of the
service or product is advised by this pub-
lication. In order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not offer em-
ployment but rather supply the readers
with manuals, directories and other mate-
rials designed to help their clients establish
mail order selling and other businesses at
home. Under NO circumstances should
you send money in advance or give the
client your checking account, license ID,
or credit card numbers. Also beware of
ads that claim to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that if a credit
repair company does business only over
the phone it is illegal to request any money
before delivering its services. All funds
are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers
may or may not reach Canada.

KCAN CLASSIFIEDS

Educational MEDICAL 
BILLING SKILLS IN DEMAND! Become a
Medical Office Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED! Online training can get you job
ready! HS Diploma/GED & PC/Internet
needed! 1-888-424-9412

Farm Equipment
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your
land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leasing
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

For Sale
201 401 451 481 531 Storage containers
centralcontainer.net or 785 655 9430

Help Wanted
Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Operator
Career! We Offer Training and Certifications
Running Bulldozers, Backhoes and Exca-
vators. Lifetime Job Placement. VA Benefits
Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

Help Wanted/Medical
Pharmacy Director, southeast Nebraska
Critical Access Hospital. Requires BS Phar-
macy, excellent organizational, customer
service and planning skills. Experience in
healthcare pharmacy management pre-
ferred. Competitive salary, benefits. Apply
at www.jchc.us. For information call HR at
(402) 729-6850.

Plant/Ops/Safety/Emergency Preparedness
Director, southeast Nebraska Critical Ac-
cess Hospital. Requires bachelor1s, ex-
cellent organizational, customer service,
planning skills. Experience: safety man-
agement, OSHA, environmental safety,
Homeland Security preferred. Competitive
compensation. Apply: www.jchc.us. 
Information: HR (402) 729-6850

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers
to run from Kansas City to the west coast.
Home Weekly! Great Benefits! www.con-
voysystems.com Call Lori 1-800-926-6869
ext. 303.

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW JAN. 16-17 SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-
3 TOPEKA KANSAS EXPOCENTRE (19TH
& TOPEKA BLVD) BUY-SELL-TRADE INFO:
(563) 927-8176

WE HAVE NEW OWNERS

The Legacy of Herington is taking applications for full and part time
RN positions.  Must have a positive attitude, be a dependable team
player, and be able to deliver quality care to our residents.   We offer
flexible scheduling and an attractive benefit package.  Interested
persons may send their resume to Michelle Clore, Administrator, 2
East Ash, Herington, KS  67449. EOE

FOR SALE
FRUIT TREES LOW AS $18. Blueberry,
Grape, Strawberry, Asparagus, Evergreen
& Hardwood Plants. FREE catalog. WOOD-
STOCK NURSERY, N1831 Hwy 95, Nellsville,
WI 54456. Toll Free 888-803-8733. 
wallace-woodstock.com (MCN)

BUSINESS SERVICES
I will ghostwrite your memoirs or personal
story into book or movie. Professional
writer. 130 published books, 18 films. Guar-
anteed Quality Services www.Profession-
alWriterJayNorth.com FREE Consultation,
Jay North 805-794-9126 (MCN)

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
WANTED: OLD GUITARS Guitar Collector
Will Pay CASH for Old Fender, Martin, Gib-
son & More USA Made Guitars! Call Tony:
517-323-9848 (MCN)

FARM RELATED
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ to hunt your
land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leasing
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com (MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
Tired of the snow? Become a Winter Texan
where the sun meets the gulf. Over 100
RV resorts and retirement communities
for you to choose from. RV sites, fully fur-
nished rentals and more. For more infor-
mation visit www.rgvparks.org (MCN)

WANT TO BUY
WANT CASH FOR EXTRA DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS? I Pay Top Dollar Since 2005! 1-
Day Fast Payment Guaranteed Up To $60
Per Box! Free Shipping www.CashNowOf-
fer.com or 1-888-210-5233. Get Extra $10
Use Offer Code: CashNOW! (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED
OWNER OPERATORS wanted. Paid all
miles. No touch freight. Many operating
discounts. Family run business for 75
years. Many bonuses and good home time.
Direct deposit paid weekly. Call 800-533-
0564 ext.205. (MCN)

CLASS A CDL Driver. Good home time.
Stay in the Midwest. Great pay and benefits.
Matching 401k. Bonuses and tax free mon-
ey. Experience needed. 
Call Scott 507-437-9905. Apply 
on-line http://www.mcfgtl.com (MCN)

MAKE $1000 Weekly!! Mailing Brochures
From Home. Helping home workers since
2001. No Experience Required. Start Im-
mediately! www.centralmailing.net (VOID
IN SD, WI) (MCN)

MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in advance!
Mailing Brochures at Home! Easy pleasant
work. Begin Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.MyHomeIncomeNow55.com (MCN)

KCAN

Call 620-947-5702
or email

natalie@hillsbo-
rofreepress.com

Reach
MORE 

people with
our 

classifieds!
Your classified
ad will appear 

in both the 
Hillsboro Free

Press and 
Newton Now..
reaching every
Marion County
household and
Newton Now 
subscriber.

Line ads: $7.50 for
20 words, then 
25¢ per word

Classified Display:
$12.75 per col. inch 
(minimum of 1x2 at $25)

Marion County Park and
Lake Marion County Park
and Lake is now accepting

applications for the 
Park and Lake Assistant.

Applicants must have
good people skills, com-
puter skills (Word and

Excel), able to work week-
ends, help with cleaning

and landscaping. 

Please pick up applications
available Monday-Friday
9am-5pm, Saturday 8am-

7pm at Marion County
Park and Lake Office: 

#1 Office Dr. Marion, KS.
Any questions call 

Lake Office
620-382-3240.

Hillsboro Ampride 
• All shifts 

• Drug testing
mandatory 

• Must be able to
work weekends. 

Apply at the store 512 E. D, Hillsboro

Cooperative Grain and Supply Crop Production 
is looking for an

CDL Class A or ability to ob-
tain required. Excellent benefit 

package. Hiring subject to 
pre-employment drug test.

Contact Chad Arnold 
620-947-3799 for details.

Agronomy Field Operator

HELP WANTED
2nd Shift Packer
4:00pm - 12:00 am

3rd Shift Packer
3rd Maintenance
12:00am - 8:00am

Climate controlled work environment.
Benefits. Drug screen required. EOE

Apply in person at:

CONTAINER SERVICES, INC
220 Santa Fe • Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-2664

MAINTENANCE TRADES
GENERALIST-ELECTRICIAN

Duties: Perform significant electrical and plumbing services, minor
carpentry and building repair, and other maintenance work as
determined by supervisor. Primarily M-F, 8-5. Full-time. Must be able
to be “on call” evenings and weekends in a periodic rotation with
other workers during the year. 

Qualifications for position: 1-2 years residential/commercial
maintenance trades experience desired; physical ability to regularly
lift up to approx. 70 lbs; ability to walk steps, climb ladders, operate
equipment, etc.  

Personal characteristics: Supportive of Tabor College's mission,
vision and core values, and a desire to serve God and people with
one's life work. 

Starting date: ASAP.

Apply to: TABOR COLLEGE, Maintenance Dept. Position, C/o
Human Resource Coordinator, 400 S Jefferson, Hillsboro, KS
67063.  620-947-3121, ext. 1050.  Or, apply electronically with letter
of interest, résumé, and names of three
professional references to Ruth Funk, HR
Coordinator, ruthf@tabor.edu.

Tabor College is an Equal Opportunity
Employer operating under the auspices of the
Mennonite Brethren churches of the United
States.  It complies with all applicable non-
discrimination laws.

400 S. Jefferson

Hillsboro, KS

IMMEDIATE 
opening for a 

Part Time Office
Manager/Book-

keeper/Billing Clerk.

Job includes billing,
bookkeeping secretar-

ial and receptionist
duties.  Computer

skills required.  

Applications available
at Marion County

Clerk’s office or 
Marion County Health

Department
620-382-2550.  

Applications accepted
until position is filled.

EEOE.

HELP WANTED

The City of Marion KS is
accepting applications for the
position of Facilities Caretaker.
This position involves the
maintenance and care of the
Community Center, City Hall,
City Parks, Police Department
and Marion City Library.
Responsibilities include basic
cleaning and upkeep of these
facilities.  

A high school diploma or
GED is required. This is
a part-time position paying
$8.25 per hour. Schedule to
be 15 hours per week in the
winter and fall, and 25 hours
per week in the spring and
summer. 

Please f ind a ful l  job
description and application
form at:  www.marionks.com 

Submit resumes to Margo
Yates, City of Marion Parks
& Recreation Director, 203
N. Third, Marion, KS 66861
or call (620) 382-3425. 

Position will be open 
until filled. 

City of Marion is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

Facilities 
Caretaker

Plant Operations

Assistant for St. Luke

Full-time position available!
Responsibilities include installa-
tion, preventive maintenance and
monitoring of boiler, H-Vac and

various other equipment.  Facility
repairs and grounds maintenance.

Handyman skills such as carpentry,
electrical and plumbing are 

preferred.

If interested, please contact 
Dave Baliel, Plant Operations

Supervisor 
620-382-2177

or
submit application/resume to:

Human Resources
St. Luke Hospital and 

Living Center
535 South Freeborn
Marion, KS  66861

apply online 
www.slhmarion.org

BOOKKEEPER
WANTED

Must have working knowledge
of Quickbooks & Excel. Full

time, insurance, vacation.
Send resume to:

PO Box 45
Hillsboro, KS 67063 

or email
angy@jostfabricating.com

No phone calls please

Jost Fabricating LLC

Sunday, January 24 • 12-3 pm
Newton Activity Center • 415 N Poplar

Admission to 
Shop is FREE!

Booth Rental is $20
and includes 

an 8’ table

If you are searching for bargains or
looking to get rid of excess stuff join

us at our Annual Community
Garage Sale. The weather is

guaranteed to be great inside of our
climate-controlled gymnasium!

Community Garage Sale

Health Information
Management Clerk

Prairie View is currently recruiting for a part-time
Health Information Management Clerk. M-F schedule
with afternoon hours. This position will support the
functions of the medical records department. Quali-
fied applicants must be organized, able to work in-
dependently, detailed, understand prioritization and
sort alphabetically and numerically. Prior experience
working in a medical records office preferred.

Complete an online application at
www.prairieview.org.  EOE

1992 Nissan
Pathfinder 4WD

Engine runs good and 
4 wheel drive works.196,200 
miles on odometer. Asking
$1700. Call 620-877-7064 

in Hillsboro.

Independence, Respect and
Dignity since 1899

Bethesda Home in 
Goessel, KS is seeking  

C.N.A.’s and Licensed
Staff for evenings 

and nights.
Improved differential.

If interested please fill out an 
application on line at:

www.bethesdahome.org or contact
Bethesda Home at 620-367-2291.

Bethesda Home is an EOE and 
offers a competitive salary and

benefit package.

AMERICAN GREETINGS is looking for Retail

Merchandisers in Hillsboro, KS. As a member of

our team, you will ensure the greeting card depart-

ment is merchandised and maintained to provide

customers the best selection of cards and product

to celebrate life’s events. Apply at: WorkatAG.com.

Questions? Call 1.888.323.4192

7 Lost and Found

Lost: Missing infant Jesus. Last seen at
411 South Wilson, Hillsboro in our nativity
set south of the garage. Please call Dennis
or Mary Steiner 620-266-2133 if you have
information or please return no questions
asked. 01-1tfree 



January 14, 2016

SPORTS Page 10

Growing pains
Newton basketball learns from tough lessons

Just because the Lady
Railers don’t talk about
it, doesn’t mean it’s not
there.

Head girls basketball
coach Randy Jordan
stopped referring to his
players by their grade
after they played Salina
South and came out with
a tough, grinding 39-30
win. The team’s starting
lineup features two soph-
omores, two juniors and
a senior. Top reserve De-
siRay Kernal is a fresh-
man, and sophomore
Jada Berry gets signifi-
cant time each Tuesday
and Friday. The only
senior on the team is
Payton Roberts.

The younger players in
sophomores Kyndal
Bacon and Taylor
Antonowich didn’t seem
to identify themselves as
varsity players but
rather identified them-
selves by their class. But
after five games into the
season, Jordan told his
team that they weren’t
anything other than var-
sity players.

It responded in a big
way. Newton’s following
contest came against un-
defeated Goddard, and
the Railers squeaked out
a win on the road, giving
them a huge confidence
boost.

But although Newton
has shown overall excel-
lence despite all the
youth on its roster, the
growing pains still exist,
as evidenced by last Fri-
day’s nail-biting 50-46
loss to Derby.

“It came down to
turnovers and not boxing
out,” Jordan said. “We

talked Wednesday and
Thursday in practice
about valuing the ball,
because this stretch, the
teams we’re playing, you
can’t turn the ball over,
and we did.”

Derby entered as 6A’s
fifth-ranked team and
stayed there after the
win. Its fast break of-
fense hurt but not nearly
as much as the self-in-
flicted wounds.

“We had so many
empty possessions. I got
this sick feeling in the
third quarter that it
would come back to
haunt us.”

The Railers finished
the night with 22
turnovers. The upside is
that, despite giving the
ball away so many times,
Newton still played well.
The Railers led for most
of the game, but lost it in
the final minute.

“I can’t fault their ef-
fort,” Jordan said. “Desi
kept us in the game. I
thought some of the
drives she made shooting
over that No. 44 [6-foot-4
Kennedy Brown] were
pretty amazing.”

Those in attendance
were treated to two of the
better freshman in the
league, if not the state in
Kernal and Brown. Ker-
nal led Newton with 16
points and Brown
chipped in 10 for the
Panthers.

“I thought our effort
was good; it just came
down to valuing the ball,”
Jordan said.

Newton entered as the
No. 9 team in 5A but fell
out of the top 10 after the
loss. The Railers are now
6-3 overall and 3-2 in the
AVCTL after Tuesday’s
win over Hutchinson.

Newton boys learn

how to win

The Newton boys may
have the upperclassmen
in the starting lineup,
but there still isn’t much
varsity experience be-
tween the starting five.

Tevin Berry continues
to lead the team in scor-
ing and Nathan Ahrens
is a lock for at least nine
points from beyond the
arc. Malik McKinney has
a knack for driving the
lane and finding the bot-
tom of the net.

The Railers seem to be
in a process of learning
to win on the varsity
level. On Tuesday, Jan.
5, they beat Campus 43-
34, avenging a loss to the

Colts last season.
But when the Railers

hit the floor Friday night
against Derby, their feet
were in cement.

“We just weren’t fo-
cused when we came
out,” head coach Andy
Preston said. “I don’t
know if it was because of
winning on Tuesday, but
the focus just wasn’t
there.”

Preston did commend
his team for fighting
back in the second half,
as Newton was outscored
by just three points in
the final 16 minutes.

Ahrens hit two free
throws in the first quar-

PHOTOS BY CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Newton’s Malik McKinney looks up at two Derby defenders
under the basket last Friday at Ravenscroft Gym. McKinney is a key
facilitator at point guard for Newton. TOP: Jada Berry saves the ball
from going out of bounds. Berry has seen quite a bit of playing time
off the bench as a sophomore. 

See NHS /12

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

Tough field awaits
Newton wrestlers
at champ tournament

It’s not called the Tour-
nament of Champions for
nothing.

Twenty-six teams from
around the state will con-
verge on Newton on
Thursday evening and
hope to stay through Sat-
urday. In what is widely
considered a preview of
the state tournament,
this year’s set of competi-
tors looks to hold up to
the bill.

Newton’s Logan
Treaster enters the tour-
nament ranked atop the
113-pound weight class
in 5A, and he will have
his hands full in the
bracket.

In fact, the coaches
may have a tougher time
seeding the 113-pounders
than the wrestlers will
have competing. 

Those in the bracket
will include two top-
ranked wrestlers [includ-
ing Treaster] and six
more ranked in the top
six of the weight class
from 3-2-1A all the way
up to 6A.

Treaster enters unde-
feated and defending
state champion of the
weight class. In his
bracket he’ll find Nor-
ton’s Skylar Johnson, the
2015 third-place finisher
in 3-2-1A at 113. Four of
the state’s top six finish-
ers in 2015 at 106 are
also in the mix.

Defending 106 state
champion Marcus Robin-
son of Ark City and state
runner-up Dylan Gowin
of Mill Valley will also
see action Friday and
Saturday. Robinson is
currently ranked at No. 3
and Gowin is ranked No.
2.

Andover’s Carter
Guyer currently sits at
No. 4, and Jayson West of
Maize South is ranked
fifth, making up five of
the top six wrestlers at

5A’s 113 pounds. Junc-
tion City’s Max Bazan
and Manhattan’s Joe
Braun are also ranked
fifth and sixth, respec-
tively.

Even with the loaded
field, Treaster could still
walk away with the gold
from the TOC. He doesn’t
do anything more than
what he has to do to get
the win and has shown
he can stand up and beat
the best competition in
the state. This tourna-
ment will be a great op-
portunity for Treaster to
really gauge where he is
and see what he can do
against some high-caliber
wrestlers that he doesn’t
have much experience
against. Treaster will
likely get the top seed at
113.

Brody Roberson enters
the tournament ranked
No. 5 at 120 pounds in
5A. Much like Treaster,
Roberson will see top-
notch wrestlers in the
120 bracket.

The top-ranked
wrestlers from both 5A
and 6A will be in the 120-
pound bracket with
Roberson. So where
Treaster will be the
hunted, Roberson will be
the hunter. 

Andover Central’s Gun-
nar Gentzler [No. 1 in
5A] and Garden City’s
Kaj Perez [No. 1 in 6A]
will both see the mat.
Gentzler finished fifth at
the 2015 state meet in
113 pounds, and Perez
was the state runner-up
at 106 pounds. Roberson
wrestled at 120 in 2014-
15.

Also in the bracket will
be Wichita Northwest’s
Devin Onwugbufor, the
No. 2 man in 6A at 120.
Norton’s Ryan Johnson,
3-2-1A’s state runner-up
in 106 a year ago is cur-
rently ranked fourth in
his class. Roberson will
likely get the No. 5 seed
in the tournament’s

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Cristian Diaz lays the hammer down against Derby early in the season.
Diaz enters the TOC as the fourth-ranked wrestler in 5A at 220 pounds.

See CHAMP /11

Adam Ford adds diving to Railers’ arsenal

There aren’t many
similarities between
swimming and diving for
Adam Ford. The only
part he can connect the
two with is that he
wants to be better than
his friends.

“When I see myself
keeping up with guys
that have been swim-
ming for much longer, it
pushes me to do better,”
Ford said. “I push myself
to be better in both.”

Ford also competes in
power lifting and doesn’t
have the typical physical
build of a swimmer.
Where swimmers are
long and lean, he’s
stocky and bulky.

It doesn’t slow him
down, though. In his sec-
ond year in the pool, he’s
a big contributor for the
Railers, specifically as a
sprinter. He competes in
the 100 yard freestyle,

200 freestyle relay, and
400 freestyle relay.

He added diving to his
repertoire this season
when his friend Shawn
Bontrager started div-

ing.
“It’s the first year back

for the diving team,”
Ford said. “I joined and
started having fun with
it, so I decided to take a

little bit more seriously.”
The Newton divers

have helped bolster an
already solid team. Even

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Adam Ford swims at the Maize Invitational. He took second in diving at Newton’s second home meet of the
season. 

See FORD /11

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Reid Loganbill and Jaiden Ochoa are crowned winter homecoming
king and queen last Friday at Ravenscroft Gym at halftime of the
boys’ game against Derby. Both are involved in numerous clubs and
activities at Newton High School.



without the divers, the
Railers would have still
run away with the El Do-
rado Invitational win.
Bontrager and Ford com-
bined for 30 points. 

Because of the strong
swim performances, Ford
downplayed his contribu-
tion to the win.

“Last year we lost by a
couple points to other
teams with divers,” Ford
said. “I know that even-
tually it will be enough to
get us the place we
want.”

Head coach Kim Powell
has had to shake off some
rust when it comes to the
divers. The last time she
coached a diver was

“long, long time ago.”
“I coached a seventh

and eighth grade team,”
she said. “I learned quite
a bit from there. I was an
assistant coach and
would sometimes peek
over see what they were
doing.”

She said that Ford’s
issue hasn’t been learn-
ing new tricks, although
he did admit that’s the
most difficult aspect of
diving. Ford could score
higher, but he keeps los-
ing points on small
things he does or doesn’t
do.

“The toughest part is
learning new tricks, new
stuff I’ve never done be-
fore,” Ford said. “You al-
ways have to have the
right mental state so you
don’t hurt yourself.”

When in practice, he

does well, however.
“He does better when

he goes back to back in
practice,” Powell said.
“But he needs to do it
and then wait. It’s a dif-
ferent kind of practice we
need to work on.”

She didn’t do any re-
cruiting for the team this
season but plans to re-
cruit for next year to
keep the team alive.

“The team has been in-
credibly supportive of
them in wanting to do
that,” Powell said. “They
encourage them to dive.
You should see them dur-
ing practice. They’ll get
done with a set and turn
around and cheer and
clap, so that’s been fun.
They’ve had some hard
hits on the water, but
they get out and do it
again.”
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Head coach
Kim Powell
(right) looks
on at a swim
meet earlier
this season.
Powell is in
her first year
coaching the
team. 

weight class. He spent
much of the first part of
the year out with an in-
jury but returned to the
before winter break.

Newton’s Cristian Diaz
will be in the middle of
the mix at 220 pounds.
He’s ranked No. 4 in the
weight class and has a
shot at the TOC gold.

It won’t be easy for him,
though. Andrew Sprague
of Gardner-Edgerton will
be in the field as the No. 2
wrestler in 6A at 220 and
will likely be the top seed
in the weight class. He is
one of three ranked guys
in the tournament from
6A. Garden City’s Benny
Hernandez is ranked
fourth and Hutchinson’s
Dylan Jensen holds the
No. 6 spot.
Ark City’s Shawn Dent is
ranked directly below
Diaz in 5A at No. 5. Diaz
beat Jensen on Jan. 7 in a

10-8 decision. If those two
meet, it could be one of
the most competitive and
tense matches of the en-
tire tournament.

Garden City is the high-
est-ranked team in the
tournament at No. 1 in
6A. Manhattan is right
behind at No. 2. The Buf-
faloes lost to Dodge City
on Jan. 7, so they’re look-
ing to prove something.

Ark City will be in the
mix to win the team title
as well. The Bulldogs,
much like Garden City
and Manhattan are
perennial powers in
Kansas and will have
seven ranked wrestlers on
the mat over the week-
end. Garden City will
have nine and Manhattan
will bring five.

Prices for the tourna-
ment are $12 for a two-
day adult ticket. A
two-day student [K-12]
ticket costs $8. A single-
day adult ticket is $7, and
a single-day student [K-
12] ticket will cost $5.

CHAMP
From Page 10

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Newton’s Logan Treaster wrestles at the Bishop Carroll tournament earlier this season. Treaster enters the 53rd Annual Tournament of Champi-
ons.

Give respect where respect is due
Raise your hand if you

think Ken Griffey, Jr.,
isn’t a first ballot Hall of

Famer. If you raised your
hand, you now join one of three
baseball writers who believe
that.

This isn’t a rant about the
National Baseball Hall of
Fame, who or who shouldn’t be
in the Hall of Fame, or even
the process voters and players
go through to be selected for
the Hall. All that is fine and
well.

This is a rant about my fel-
low kind: the sportswriter.

Three writers chose not to
put Griffey on their ballot.
Why? Well, I don’t know why.
The only thing I can think of is
that they didn’t want to give a
selection a unanimous vote. So
instead, Griffey set the record
with 99.3 percent of the vote.
Again, why?

I think they don’t want a
unanimous vote because of
pride and tradition. Granted,
one of the dumbest traditions
ever, but a tradition nonethe-
less. 

The sportswriter is among
the most prideful group of peo-
ple you’ll ever meet. We think
we’re way more important
than we actually are. We think
people hang on our every word
and that our profession is one
of the most influential in the
world.

The reality is that’s quite
the opposite. I told my dad
once that I was busy with a
football game, volleyball
match, and a soccer game in
the same day. He told me it
was better than working for a

living.
Guess what? Sportswriters

have it really easy. Sure, the
hours are no good and you
miss out on time with family
and friends, which can be
tough, but Ken Griffey, Jr., de-
serves to have a unanimous
vote to get in the Hall of Fame.

Who are we to deny him
that? Griffey put in way more
hours pushing his body to the
edge and back multiple times
in his career, as evidenced by
his struggle with injuries for a
few years. 

We as sportswriters think
we sacrifice time with loved
ones? How about the people we
actually report on? Griffey, Sr.,
could never see his son play. It
was probably incredibly diffi-
cult knowing your kid was a
prodigy and you couldn’t even
make it to the Little League
park.

But here we are as sports-
writers, flexing our sunflower-
seed-and-hot-dog-fueled
muscles to deny one of the
greats an unprecedented dis-
tinction.

I just envision one of those
three sportswriters smiling
smugly as he fills out his or
her ballot. “Heh, I’ll show

them. I won’t put Griffey on
my ballot. Nobody’s ever been
a unanimous selection, and I’ll
make sure it stays that way!”
It’s just ridiculous. 

These guys need to just chill
out and do their job. Their job
is to report on the players,
teams, and leagues they’ve
been assigned and to vote for
the best players for the Hall of
Fame.

This year, three writers did-
n’t do their job. There’s no rea-
son a 13-time All-Star, 10-time
Gold Glover, seven-time Silver
Slugger, and MVP winner
shouldn’t be a unanimous se-
lection for the Hall. Keep in
mind that he has never been
connected to any steroid ever.
So the only reason Griffey isn’t
a unanimous selection is pride. 

Other people’s pride is keep-
ing him from an unprece-
dented distinction.

The counterpoint is that he’s
now in the Hall and will go
down as one of the best ever,
so what does it matter that he
didn’t get every vote? But this
is a guy that did things the
right way. He practiced and
played hard, didn’t do steroids,
and never made a big deal
about money. His swing was
what every coach wants their
players’ swing to be.

Respect needs to be given
where it’s deserved, and those
three sportswriters showed no
respect with their ballots.

Clint Harden in the sports
editor for Newton Now. He can

be reached at adam@harvey-
countynow.com or 316-281-

7899.
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Former Bethel head coach
suffers from kidney disease

Alonzo Jamison is in need of
a kidney. The former Bethel
coach and University of
Kansas basketball standout
was diagnosed as borderline
diabetic while attending KU
and was able to manage it
until March 2015 when his
kidneys shut down due to End
Stage Renal Disease.

He goes through dialysis for
eight hours daily, usually
while he sleeps at night. Jami-
son is still able to work a full-
time job despite his condition.
He cannot consider a return to
coaching until he receives a
healthy kidney.

A fundraiser called “Re-

bound for Zo” was organized by
former teammate Calvin
Thompson on Tuesday at The
Lazy Toad in Topeka, where
Jamison currently resides. A
silent auction for sports memo-
rabilia was held, and food and
drink specials were offered.

Jamison is on the national
kidney transplant list, and it is
expected that he will have to
wait two and one-half to three
years for an eligible kidney to
come up. His blood type is O-
negative, and O-positive can
still be used.

Jamison was 7-75 in his
three seasons at the helm for
Bethel.

If you are interested in help-
ing Jamison, donations are ac-
cepted by mail to 6709 W.
149th Terrace, Overland Park,
KS, 66223.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

Remsberg attends national
combine in San Antonio

Newton running back Kade Remsberg spent last weekend in
San Antonio for the United States Army National Combine.
Remsberg joined around 600 of the top high school football play-
ers from around the nation for one of America’s top high school
performance combines.

Remsberg went through physical drills, such as the 40-yard
dash, standing vertical jump, agility tests, broad jumps and
one-on-one competitions. He also attended educational semi-
nars to learn more about recruitment.

Check next week’s Newton Now for more information from
his experience.



“I am in charge of pep-
pernut production, sched-
uling, how many days we
bake and how many vari-
eties we bake,” Nellans
said on a rainy winter day
while sitting in the local
business.

Nellans has been doing
this for several years, and
she said many customers
have expressed gratitude
for the product. One lady
even started crying tears
of joy.

“She said, 'I haven't had
peppernuts for 20 years,'”
Nellans said. “[…] She
was so happy she could
have wheat-free pepper-
nuts after not having
them for 20 years.”

The woman almost had
Nellans crying, too, and
the woman said she now
could sit at the table with
everyone else and eat pep-
pernuts.

Wheat-free peppernuts
are just one of four types
Prairie Harvest sells. The
others are traditional,
anise-free and low sugar.

Another customer e-
mailed the store express-
ing gratitude about the
variety of peppernuts they
sell.

“I wanted to write and
thank you for your won-
derful variety of prod-
ucts,” Danielle Chrans
wrote in an e-mail to the
store. “We are in McPher-
son for our first Christ-
mas home in eight years
and found your pepper-
nuts at The Wall. I was so
excited to see them but
was quickly saddened to
think I couldn't eat them
due to a gluten sensitiv-
ity, until we looked
harder and found the
wheat-free ones. It made
my whole day. They taste
just like my memory ex-
pected, and I couldn't be-
lieve I could have them
again.”

Another customer was
happy to give them as a
gift to 91-year-old

Grandpa Jack.
“Well, your bakers did

it again,” Traci Gabbert of
Glendale, Ariz., wrote in
an e-mail dated Dec. 19,
2015. “I just received a
call from Grandpa Jack in
Wichita. I'm from Ari-
zona, and it has become a
tradition for me to send
my father-in-law,
Grandpa Jack, your pep-
pernuts. Grandpa Jack
called to thank me for the
gift and said, 'These are
delicious! I have eaten
half of a bag (the 21-ounce
size) already.'”

“Things like this really
invigorate us,” Nellans
said.

Nellans said people
come into the store when
they're baking the cook-
ies, saying they could
smell them three blocks
away.

“The exhaust fan puts it
out all over the place,”
Nellans said about the
baking smell. “It really
helps with sales.”

Nellans enjoys her job.
“I like that it keeps me

busy,” she said. “It gives
me something to do all
the time.”

After the holiday sea-
son, Nellans said she feels

a let down.
“It's because half of my

job is cut,” she said, be-
cause she doesn't have
that intense work with
peppernuts.

Nellans started work-
ing at the local store five
and half years ago, first to
help with parties in the
back room one day a
week, and then she moved
up to the front registers.

“A few months after
that, they bought the pep-
pernut business, and they
wanted me to be in
charge,” Nellans said.

Prairie Harvest pur-
chased the business from
the Voran-Goertzen fam-
ily four years ago. Along
with the purchase came
the old Mennonite pepper-
nut recipe.

“A lot of people can't
find peppernuts like
ours,” Nellans said,
adding other peppernuts
can be rather large; theirs
are about one-half-inch in
diameter.

A total of eight employ-
ees comprise the pepper-
nut crew, and after
buying the business,
Prairie Harvest personnel
realized it was a more in-
tensive process than they

originally thought. Vari-
ous duties include label-
ing, packaging, mixing,
running the peppernut
machine and running the
oven. Nellans divides the
peppernut packages as to
where they need to go,
such as sold in the local
store or shipped to cus-
tomers. Their record for
the number of packages
shipped in a day was 28,
Nellans said. During De-
cember, they generally
ship 10 to 20 packages per
day.

Employees start baking
peppernuts four days a
week at the end of August
and continue that through
right before Christmas.

“That's a lot of pepper-
nuts,” Nellans said. “[…]
One batch makes about
11 pounds of peppernuts,”
adding they make five
batches a day, equaling
55 pounds in a baking
day.

Prairie Harvest tries to
use as many local ingredi-
ents as they can, mixing
the peppernuts with flour,
sugar, eggs, margarine
and spices. Every time
they bake, they use about
a 50-pound bag of flour,
two and one-half dozen

eggs, 25 pounds of sugar
and 15 packages of mar-
garine.

Sales don't really pick
up until there's a cold
snap and it stays cold for
a while.

Peppernuts with anise
are popular in the Newton
area, but once the cookies
get further away from
Newton, people don't
seem to like anise in the
peppernuts.

The cookies are
crunchy, but no too
crunchy.

“They're not so crunchy
that they'll break your
teeth,” Nellans said.
“Ours are a medium
crunchy, I think.”

January through Au-
gust is the slow peppernut
time where they only
bake about two to three
times a month.

In addition to offering
them in the store, Prairie
Harvest sells the cookies
to 32 retailers in seven
states, with 26 of them in
Kansas.

“We wholesale them to
retail outlets,” Nellans
said.

One of Nellans' duties
is to call wholesale ac-

counts to get entice them
to buy.

“So I build a relation-
ship with them,” she said.

Because of Nellans' ef-
forts, three Hyvee stores
in Kansas carry their pep-
pernuts. Those are in
Topeka, Manhattan and
one in Lawrence. Nellans
visited the stores individ-
ually, as each store makes
its own decisions, she
said. 

“That was exciting and
kinda scary,” Nellans
said.

The other Hyvee in
Lawrence did, however,
decide to carry the cran-
berry and prairie trail
mixes Prairie Harvest
makes, as well as their
granola.

“We're trying to whole-
sale these items too, not
just the peppernuts, so we
can have our products out
on the shelves—not just
one time a year […] to
spread ourselves out with
more volume,” Nellans
said.

Editor's note: This is
the second of a series
about people who have off-
beat occupations.
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Auto Insurance 
Tailored For You.

danheinzeinsurance.com
283-5870

Storage Units Available 
12x40 RV and Mini Storage

101 West Hwy 50 • 316-217-3305
jsmitch73@hotmail.com

Reserve Your Unit NOW!

Securestore50.com

Residential & 
Commercial

Cleaning Services & 
Janitorial Services

2216 N. Anderson Rd 
Newton, Kansas

316-283-5404
www.servicemaster

ofnewton.com

Grandpa’s
Computers 
Bob Swickard

903 East Broadway
Newton, KS

316-283-6518
Cell 316-217-2280

• New & used desktop and 
notebook computers

• Computer Parts 
& Service

WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
Marti Nellans, a Prairie Harvest employee, stands near shelves of peppernuts in the kitchen area.

OFFBEAT
From Page 1

ter to make up nearly half
of Newton’s scoring for
the frame. Berry’s single
three-pointer was the

team’s only field goal of
the quarter to put Newton
in a 15-5 hole. The Railers
could never crawl out of
the hole and lost 60-46.

Preston certainly put
forth the effort, though.
He found a time and place

for nearly every player on
his roster to get time. All
but two players played in
every quarter in the loss.

He said that the name
on the front of Derby’s jer-
seys had more of an effect
on his team than its youth

did.
“Derby, they’re in our

heads,” Preston said. “I
don’t know the last time
we beat those guys, and
we just have to get over
that. That name on the
front of their jerseys

sometimes counts for
some points. It did
tonight.”

Berry finished with 23
points despite battling an
illness that had him vom-
iting at halftime.

“He was out there weak

for most of the game,”
Preston said. “He played
hard for us. I commend
him for being out there.”

The Railers were 4-5
overall and 2-3 after
Tuesday’s win over
Hutchinson.

NHS
From Page 10

Bethel men, women struggle to find footing

The Bethel men showed
some fight last Thursday
night at Thresher Gymna-
sium when Friends came
to town. The Threshers
trailed by five at halftime
and by as many as eight in
the second half, but
thanks to Chase Banister
draining three three-point-
ers, Bethel took the lead
with 9:21 left to play.

The Threshers came
away with a 71-67 victory
behind 16 points from
Banister, who played just
nine minutes, 36 seconds
of the game, all in the sec-
ond half. RayJon Craig
turned in a double-double
with 15 points and 15 re-
bounds. Deven Goodwin
scored 13, and Austin
Mitchell added 11 in the
win.

The victory matches
Bethel’s conference win
total from last season.

Two days later, Bethel
went to Lindsborg to take
on Bethany, but things
didn’t turn out as well.
The Threshers dropped
that game 86-75. 

Bethany started fast,
opening with an 11-2 run.
The Swedes opened their
lead to 13 and eventually
17 points.

Bethel chipped away
and cut the lead to just
two points in the second
half but could never catch
Bethany. Austin Mitchell

led Bethel with 16 points
in the loss.

Craig now leads the
team with 12 points per
game, good for top 20 in
the conference. His 7.2 re-
bounds per game is good
for fifth in the KCAC.

The Threshers are now
5-14 overall and 3-6 in the
KCAC. Bethel is 3-2 over
its last five games. 

The Bethel women fell
to 4-9 after two straight
losses last week to Friends
and Bethany.

Friends, a team that re-
ceived votes in the last na-
tional poll, had to work to

put Bethel away last
Thursday by a score of 67-
58. The Threshers forced a
28-28 tie at halftime, but a
big third quarter from
Friends put it out of reach.

Newton native Kendra
Scott led Bethel with a
double-double with 11
points and 10 rebounds.
Lauren Ulrich also scored
11 points, and Elise Ger-
lach added 10 in the loss.
Gerlach also notched 10
turnovers. No other player
had more than four in the
contest.

A strong first half from
Bethany put Bethel away

last Saturday 75-63. The
Swedes led 16-4 after the
first quarter and stretched
it to 20 at halftime.

Bethel had a strong
third quarter, outscoring
Bethany by 10 points, but
the Swedes still led by
double digits. The Thresh-
ers cut the lead to five
with less than five min-
utes left in the game but
couldn’t catch up.

Ulrich scored 15 points
to lead her team in the
loss.

Bethel is now 4-9 over-
all and 2-7 in the confer-
ence. 

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

CLINT HARDEN/NEWTON NOW
Austin Mitchell loses his grip of the ball under the basket against Friends. 

Railers sweep Hutch

The Newton boys were
able to hold on late
against Hutchinson for
the 42-39 win. Newton
fouled twice in the final
3.2 seconds to take away
a three-point shot from
Hutchinson. The
Salthawks were unable
to get off a shot to tie
the game.

Tevin Berry scored a
game-high 19 points
with five rebounds for
the Railers. Nathan
Ahrens tacked on 10
points with five re-
bounds, and Damarius
Peterson scored six
points and also grabbed

five rebounds.
The Railers are 4-5

overall and 2-3 in the
AVCTL after Tuesday’s
win over Hutchinson.

The Newton girls took
care of business Tuesday
night with a 38-24 win
over Hutchinson. The
Salthawks shot just 6-41
from the field as Newton
outscored Hutchinson
26-13 in the second half.

Payton Roberts led
her team with 12 points.
She also pulled down
five rebounds. Abby
Schmidt grabbed 10 re-
bounds in the win. Kyn-
dal Bacon and DesiRay
Kernal both finished
with six points.

The Railers are now 6-
3 overall and 3-2 in the
AVCTL.

BY CLINT HARDEN
NEWTON NOW STAFF
clint@harveycountynow.com

K-State’s Burns speaks
at Berean Academy

Berean Academy hosted a special guest Monday
afternoon when Kansas State football player Morgan
Burns visited the Warriors.

Burns, who plays on defense and special teams,
talked with 7th-12th grade students during his visit.
He shared his Christian testimony during the
school’s chapel session.

Berean junior high school teacher Teresa Eby was
key in arranging for Burns to visit the school.

Admissions Director Robyn Stucky said that
Burns’ “passion for Christ was evident in what he
said as well as his excitement in sharing Christ with
others.”

Burns was a standout football player and sprinter
at Wichita Trinity.



On the evening of
Thursday, Jan. 7, ambu-
lance, police and fire
sirens echoed through
downtown Newton, as
emergency vehicles re-
sponded to a house fire in
the 300 block of West
Broadway.

However, it appeared
the structure fire was con-
tained to the chimney, as
embers flew out the top of
the residential smoke-
stack on a multi-story his-
toric home.

Before that, however,
Newton only has had five
chimney fires since 2006,
said Randy McBee, New-
ton Fire/EMS Department
fire marshal.

“So people on the whole,
I guess, have been pretty
careful,” McBee said.

There are certain steps
a person should take to
avoid having a chimney
fire, McBee said, including
if a person puts in a fire-
place, follow directions or
have a professional do it.
In addition, people should
use dry, seasoned wood.

“If you burn […] what
we call green wood, you
have a build-up of creosote
inside your flue pipe,”
McBee said.

In addition, to keep un-

wanted flames at bay,
people should clean their
chimneys of creosote,
which is what can build
up and eventually catch
on fire. How often to clean
it depends on how often
it's used, he said.

“The buildup of creosote
along the chimney lining
walls can facilitate the
start of a chimney fire,”
according to information
McBee supplied. “The
buildup is caused by the
unburned materials in the
smoke accumulating along
the chimney walls and
creating a sticky sub-
stance that can easily
catch fire. The smoke from
the fire contains a sub-

stance similar to tar, and
when the temperatures
within the chimney are
below 250 degrees
Fahrenheit, the substance
will condense along the
chimney surface.”

When the temps drop
below 150 degrees, the
material gets dark and
sticky, and also is highly
flammable.

McBee also said it's
quite important that after
a person cleans out his or
her wood stove to make
sure the hot coals are in
something metal and to
put them outside to cool
off away from anything
combustible, like the sid-
ing of a house.

“Because we've had that
before,” McBee said.

In addition, old brick
chimneys with mortar
missing can start a fire in
the attic, McBee said.
After a chimney fire, it's
important to have a spe-
cialist check it so the resi-
dents don't have another
fire. If the mortar is miss-
ing, a truss can catch on
fire, he said.

Other tips McBee gave
for wood and pellet stove
safety included:

• Stoves should have
the label of an independ-
ent testing laboratory.

• Just before heating
season in the fall, have
the chimney cleaned and
inspected by a certified
chimney sweep.

• Clean the interior of
the stove with a wire
brush periodically.

• Tell children to stay
at least three feet away
from a stove and keep a
close eye on little ones.

• Maintain and install
carbon monoxide alarms
on every floor of the home
and outside each bedroom,
as well as near the fire-
place. It's best to connect
all the carbon monoxide

alarms, as when one
sounds, they all go off.

• Only burn firewood.
Other wood, such as
painted wood, crates, con-
struction scrapes, lumber
and other treated wood
can release chemicals into
the air in the home, which
can compromise the qual-
ity of the air.

• Install a chimney cap
to keep snow, rain and
other objects from falling
down the chimney. This
also reduces downdrafts.
Because caps have side
vents, the smoke still es-
capes.
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1023 Washington Road, Suite 100 • Newton, KS 67114
316.283.8190 • 800.827.8190 • www.parsonswealthmanagement.com

Stan Brodhagen
316-283-8441

Wade Brubacher
316-772-0907

Amanda Buffalo
316-680-9735

Daryl Cooper
316-288-0352

Sindy Dick
316-258-7387

Kati Harper
316-288-1856

Gary Hill
316-284-1198

Blair Hamilton
316-288-3687

Tiffany Jenkins
417-274-2383

Angie Lintecum
316-217-3909

Twila Lockaby
316-215-1184

Robin Metzler
316-258-9155

Maggie Morgan
316-284-4000

Chris Roth
620-327-8888

Ian van Der Weg
316-258-1583

Paul Washburn
316-283-8884

615 N. Main, Newton
316-282-2600

www.NewtonAreaListings.com

Patrick Charlsen

Family Owned, Locally Operated, Customer Valued

800-279-8207 / 316-804-4946
ww.charlseninsurance.com

Harder Family
Construction

Building in Sand Creek Station, 
Stone Creek Estates, Newton & 
surrounding cities & counties.

building 
energy 

efficient
homes

New hhome cconstruction ssince 11974 

Crystal Miller, Branch Manager
620-200-0840

614 N. Main St. Suite B • Newton, KS 67114
www.MillerMortgagePro.com

NMLS 1142776     Kansas Licensed Mortgage Company #SL0000524

Make the Rest of  Your Life the Best of Your Life
Reverse Mortgages are Insured by the U.S. Federal Government

Financing a Fixer-upper?
Purchase & rehab all in one FHA Loan.

For the house that’s almost perfect, we have the perfect 
solution. Our renovation mortgage, a mortgage 

and home improvement loan all in one.

* Remodel the kitchen and/or bath 
* Renovate or add a room
* Replace a leaky roof  
* Conserve energy with new 

windows and/ or siding 
* Plus much more!

3.5% Down Payment

Flexible credit qualifying

Purchase or Refinance

1-4 unit properties 
owner-occupied only

PHOTOS BY WENDY NUGENT/NEWTON NOW
ABOVE: Local firefighters respond to the scene of a chimney fire on
Thursday, Jan. 7, in the 300 block of West Broadway. 
TOP: “If you burn […] what we call green wood, you have a build-up of
creosote inside your flue pipe,” says Randy McBee, Newton Fire/EMS
Department fire marshal.

PUTTING A CAP ON IT

Take steps to keep chimney fires away

Real Estate Helping you find the 
best in local real estate.

Right Here.
Every Month.

BY WENDY NUGENT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
wendy@harveycountynow.com

Tribine plant nearing completion

In two to three
weeks, Tribine Har-
vester should complete
its plant in the
Kansas Logistics Park.

Tribine Combines
broke ground in Octo-
ber on the 12,000-
square-foot assembly
site at 1100 Industrial
Drive. 

While the original
completion date for the
assembly building was
Jan. 1, Tribine repre-
sentative Donald Sayler

said weather held up
some of the progress. 

The building will
have offices on the
south end and assembly
space in its other three
quarters. 

Once the building is
completed, Sayler said
combine assembly will
begin immediately. 

“We've contracted
with local vendors to
make parts,” he said.
“We've got parts on
order for staggered de-
liveries.”

The plant will not
fabricate combine parts
but instead work with
contracted vendors to

assemble them. 
The combines it puts

together will be mas-
sive, hold more than
double the amount of
grain compared to a
conventional combine
and function as both a
combine and a grain
cart. 

The company said it
will bring high-paying
jobs to the community,
as well as jobs at other
local and regional com-
panies to manufacture
combine parts. The
company will employ 10
engineers and as many
as 25 fabricators at the
five-acre site. 

BY ADAM STRUNK
AND REECE HIEBERT
NEWTON NOW STAFF
adam@harveycountynow.com

COURTESY PHOTO
A prototype Tribine Combine passes over a wheat field. The company hopes the Tribine's huge grain capacity will
change the face of farming.
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Kid Scoop is made possible by these sponsors: 

If you like this feature and would like it each week, consider 
subscribing to this newspaper, which provides Kid Scoop to 

requesting classrooms free of charge.
harveycountynow.com/newtonnow

712 N. Main • Newton
316.284.0390

www.EAULILY.com

Open Sunday
afternoons in

December.

Gifts & Toys 
for all ages.

Some 
handmade, 

all well made!

No, it’s not a mistake, 
Fritter. You forgot about 
SALES TAX. Sales tax is 
added to the price of many 
things you buy in stores, so 
you have to always 
keep that in mind 
when figuring out 
if you can afford 
to buy something!

Wow! 
Sales 

tax 
takes 
a bite 

out 
of my 

snacks 
before 
I do!

I’m confused, Thrifty! The 
newspaper ad said that my 
favorite treats were on sale 
for $2.99. But when I got
up to the 
checkout 
counter, it 
cost $3.19! 
How can 
that be?
Is it some 
kind of a 
trick?
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The noun refund 
means a sum of money 
given back or repaid.

This week’s word:
REFUND

Try to use the word refund 
in a sentence today when 

talking with your friends and 
family members.

The store gave me a 
refund when I returned the 

sweater that didn’t fit.

How could you turn one 
dollar into ten dollars or 

more?

PURCHASE
INCOME
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AFFORD
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MONEY
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BUY
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PAY
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Is their sales tax in your community? Select 
five items in today’s paper that you would like 
to buy. Find out the price and then multiply the 
price by the sales tax percentage. What is the 
total price to buy these items?
Standards Link: Math: Compute sums.

First unscramble the 
words that describe 
the services which 
are supported by 

sales tax. Next look 
through the 

newspaper for five 
or more examples 
of things sales tax 
helps provide your 

community.
Standards Link: Research: Use the 

newspaper to locate information.

Talk with a parent about sales tax. Ask them how 
they estimate the cost of something when they’re 
deciding to make a purchase. Ask them what other 
kinds of taxes they pay.

Many things you buy at a store are taxed. That means you pay a little more than the 
price tag shows to pay the sales tax. Cities, states and the federal government use tax dollars to 

pay for a variety of services and government functions. Unscramble the letters to discover some 
of the things taxpayer dollars buy.

Approximately 300 years ago, 
Russian ruler peter the Great 
made sweping changes designed 
to modurnize and transform 
Russia and make it a more 
powerfull country.

This was to bee an expensive 
task and the solution he found 
was to taxe the Russian people. 
He found some unnusual items 
too tax. 

Among the goods he taxed were 
hats, boots chimneys, stamps, 
basements and beehives. He 
taxed things like mustashes and 
beards. He even taxed birth, 
marriage and burial.

Are you an eagle-eyed 
reader? Read the story 
below and circle the ten 
errors you find. Then 
rewrite the story correctly.

Taxing Solution

... saving some of your 
money for the future.

How many ways can you make a dollar with these coins? 
Complete the chart to show the number of coins you will need 
for each group.

1

2

3

4

5

6

ANSWER: So it doesn’t slip through your fingers.

 Everyone who earns money by ____________ pays a percentage of his or  
 her  earnings to the government in what is called an income tax.

 Most of this tax is taken out of a person’s ______________ a little at a time  
 throughout the ________. But, once a year, people have to list both the   
 money they have ___________ and their expenses to see if they paid the   
 right __________ of taxes. Income taxes for 2015 are due by April 15, 2016.

If, when preparing your taxes, you find out you have not _______ enough taxes, you need to 
pay the government what you ______ for the previous year. If you discover that you have 
paid too ________ in taxes, the government will send you a refund.


